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PREFACE 


There  is  scarcely  an  aspect  of  British  public  life  in  the  reign  of  George  III 
that  is  not  represented  at  first  hand  in  the  Correspondence  of  Sir  Joseph 
Banks.  As  would  be  expected  of  a  man  who  went  round  the  world  with 
Captain  Cook,  the  matter  dearest  to  his  heart  was  exploration,  and  he  is 
found  sponsoring  the  expeditions  of  Mungo  Park  and  of  Matthew  Flinders, 
among  many  others,  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  For  Banks,  exploration  did 
not  only  mean  geographical  discovery,  but  the  study  of  the  plants  and 
animals  and  mineral  wealth  found  in  the  territories  and  their  bearing  on 
the  welfare  of  man,  and  particularly  of  Great  Britain.  Accordingly  he  was 
concerned  in  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  hemp  for  ropes  for  the 
Royal  Navy,  in  the  bringing  of  tea-plants  from  China  to  India,  of 
cochineal  insects  from  South  America  to  Asia,  of  bread-fruit  from  the 
South  Sea  Islands  to  the  West  Indies,  and  Merino  sheep  from  Spain  to 
England.  Flis  interest  in  the  improvement  of  live-stock  was  unending.  He 
secured  the  foundation  of  Kew  Gardens  as  a  clearing  house  for  British 
botany  and  horticulture,  where  plants  could  be  tested  for  possibilities  of 
acclimatization  from  one  part  of  the  world  to  another.  He  played  a  leading 
part  in  the  foundation  of  Australia  ;  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Society ;  he  was  the  most  influential  Member  of  the  Board  of 
Longitude,  and  he  served  actively  on  the  Coin  Committee  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Trade  of  the  Privy  Council.  As  a  Trustee  of  the  British  Museum, 
he  lost  no  opportunity  of  developing  its  collections,  and  his  Herbarium 
forms  one  of  the  foundation  collections  of  its  Department  of  Botany.  For 
forty-two  years  he  was  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  raised  the 
prestige  of  his  office  to  such  a  level  above  the  hue  and  cry  of  battle  that 
during  the  Wars  of  American  Independence,  the  French  Revolution,  and  of 
Napoleon,  he  was  able  not  only  to  maintain  communication  with  his  col¬ 
leagues  in  enemy  countries,  but  also  to  secure  the  release  of  captured 
materials  of  scientific  interest,  and  of  men  of  science  detained  as  prisoners 
of  war.  His  knowledge  of  Iceland  and  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Ice¬ 
landers  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  intervening  on  their  behalf  during  the 
troubled  times  of  Napoleon.  Few  honest  applicants  ever  appealed  to  him 
for  help  in  vain,  and  he  was  always  ready  to  give  the  benefit  of  his  experiences 
and  statesmanship  to  great  and  small,  from  the  King  to  deportees  from  his 


beloved  Lincolnshire.  There  was  only  one  category  of  men  with  which 
he  had  little  sympathy :  the  politicians. 

“  I  have  always  held  Mr.  Pit’s  judgment  as  far  inferior  to  his  eloquence  ”, 
he  wrote,  spelling  the  Prime  Minister’s  name  with  one  t  as  was  his  custom. 

It  is  curious  that  Banks  should  not  yet  have  been  recognized  as  one  of 
the  greatest  letter-writers  in  the  English  language,  but  such  he  clearly  was. 
The  versatility  of  his  letters  could  be  quite  astonishing,  as  for  instance  in 
that  to  Thomas  Andrew  Knight,  which  begins  with  Royal  Society  business, 
goes  on  to  convey  his  intention  to  supply  the  botanic  gardens  in  Malta  with 
anything  that  would  grow  there,  continues  with  a  discussion  of  martens, 
polecats,  and  ferrets,  discusses  the  advantage  of  bone-manure,  pronounces 
on  the  best  strawberries,  and  ends  with  the  Lincolnshire  elections.  He 
knew  how  to  do  a  service  in  terms  which  led  the  recipient  to  believe  that 
it  was  he  who  was  conferring  a  favour,  and  he  could  pen  an  indictment  that 
was  rigid  with  politeness  and  at  the  same  time  inexorable  in  condemnation. 
The  letter  to  Dundas  in  which  he  refused  the  red  riband  of  the  Bath 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  be  beholden  to  the  administration  then  in 
power,  that  to  Delambre  in  which  he  told  his  French  colleague  what  he 
thought  of  Napoleon,  and  that  to  Marsden  conveying  his  opinion  of  the 
conduct  of  Lord  Howick,  are  but  a  few  examples  of  the  skill,  as  well  as  the 
power,  with  which  the  Bull  of  Revesby  could  roar. 

The  greater  part  of  Banks’s  papers  was  dispersed  by  sale  in  1886,  and  is 
scattered  all  over  the  globe.  Fortunately,  however,  much  of  the  Corre¬ 
spondence  has  been  copied  by  the  care  and  expense  of  Dawson  Turner, 
F.R.S.,  who  contemplated  writing  a  biography  of  Banks.  For  this  enormous 
and  laborious  undertaking,  he  employed  his  clerks  and  other  copyists, 
although  a  great  part  of  the  transcribing  was  done  by  two  of  his  daughters. 
This  now  fills  over  twenty  volumes  in  the  Botanical  Library  of  the  British 
Museum  (Natural  History).  While  pondering  over  these  volumes,  I  became 
acutely  aware  of  their  importance  as  first-hand  records  of  many  of  the  most 
important  events  that  took  place  in  the  great  formative  period  that  extended 
from  the  1760s  until  1820.  I  even  made  inquiries  into  the  possibility  of 
publishing  the  Correspondence,  which  proved  to  be  an  undertaking  of  so 
vast  a  magnitude  that  financial  considerations  made  it  impossible.  I  then 
considered  the  compilation  of  a  calendar,  epitomizing  the  Correspondence, 
and  I  discovered  that  this  proposal  had  not  only  been  suggested  but 
actually  acted  upon  by  Mr.  Warren  Dawson  and  the  late  Mr.  John  Ardagh, 
who  had  made  a  start,  but  the  work  had  been  interrupted  by  Mr.  Ardagh’s 
death  and  by  the  War.  In  view  of  the  exceptional  importance  of  the  material 
as  an  almost  inexhaustible  source  for  research  in  many  fields,  and  of  the 
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unrivalled  competence  of  Mr.  Warren  Dawson  to  edit  such  a  Calendar,  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  had  no  hesitation  in  approving  the  project 
that  such  a  Calendar  be  printed  and  published  by  their  Order  under  his 
Editorship,  and  the  result  is  the  present  work. 

In  view  of  the  wide  dispersal  of  the  original  Banks  Papers,  and  the 
impossibility  of  ensuring  a  complete  coverage  until  they  have  all  been 
catalogued  wherever  they  may  be,  and  traced,  it  was  decided  to  limit  the 
scope  of  the  present  work  to  the  manuscript  correspondence  of  Banks 
preserved  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  but  this  limitation  is  in  reality  a  slight 
one  because  the  existence  of  the  Dawson  Turner  copies  supplements  a  large 
portion  of  the  missing  originals. 

Many  of  the  letters,  including  the  Foreign  Correspondence  of  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  in  the  British  Museum  as  well  as  a  large  mass  of  letters  relating  to 
his  activities  in  Lincolnshire,  have  never  been  catalogued  before.  It  is 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  work  will  be  found  useful,  as  a  source-book  for 
students  of  one  of  the  most  significant  periods  of  British  History,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  too  unpalatable  for  the  general  reader  interested  in  the 
activities  of  a  remarkable  man  whose  interests  ranged  so  widely  over  all 
fields  of  human  endeavour. 

GAVIN  de  BEER 

July,  1957  Director 
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INTRODUCTION 


I 

The  Origin  of  the  present  Calendar 

In  1934  I  published  a  catalogue  of  the  correspondence  and  papers  of  Sir 
James  Edward  Smith,  F.R.S.,  one  of  the  most  prominent  botanists  of  his 
time,  and  a  co-founder  of  the  Linnean  Society.1  In  the  following  year,  my 
late  friend,  Mr.  John  Ardagh,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  Library  in 
the  Department  of  Botany,  informed  me  that  this  catalogue  had  been  of 
great  utility  in  that  Department  and  suggested  that  I  should  undertake  a 
catalogue  on  the  same  plan  of  the  correspondence  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  I 
confess  that  the  proposal  was  attractive,  but  on  considering  it  I  perceived 
that  the  project  was  beset  with  difficulties.  The  correspondence  of  Banks 
had  been  dispersed  and  is  scattered  in  a  hundred  different  places,  not  only 
in  Great  Britain  but  abroad,  particularly  in  Australia  and  in  America.  The 
Smith  correspondence  on  the  contrary,  and  other  collections  that  I  had 
previously,  and  have  since,  catalogued  are  complete  units,  all  in  one  place 
and  easy  of  access.  On  discussing  the  matter  again  with  Mr.  Ardagh,  I  told 
him  that  I  thought  the  task  was  too  ambitious  for  me  to  undertake  single- 
handed.  Both  Mr.  Ardagh  and  I  had  our  daily  duties  and  such  a  work 
would  have  to  be  relegated  to  leisure  hours.  In  the  end,  I  agreed  to  his 
proposal  that  we  should  undertake  the  task  in  collaboration.  For  this 
purpose  he  was  an  ideal  partner,  for  he  had  a  flair  for  historical,  bio¬ 
graphical  and  bibliographical  research  and  much  knowledge  and  experience. 
It  was  accordingly  agreed  that  he  should  undertake  to  deal  with  all  the 
Banks  correspondence  immediately  accessible  to  him,  whilst  I  went 
further  afield  and  visited  Oxford,  Cambridge,  Edinburgh,  Birmingham, 
Manchester  and  other  places  to  collect  data  on  the  Banks  Correspondence 
in  various  academic,  institutional  and  public  libraries.  I  also  worked 
through  a  considerable  part  of  the  letters  in  the  Department  of  Manuscripts 
in  the  British  Museum,  and  about  the  same  time  I  acquired  a  considerable 

1  Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  the  Linnean  Society  of  London.  Part  I.  The  Corres¬ 
pondence  and  Miscellaneous  Papers  of  Sir  James  Edward  Smith,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  First  President  of  the 
Society,  London,  1934. 
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number  of  Banks’  letters  and  papers  of  my  own  which  were  duly  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  catalogue.1  We  had  catalogued  between  two  and  three 
thousand  letters  when  the  outbreak  of  war  brought  our  enterprise  to  a 
standstill,  for  all  original  manuscripts  were  evacuated  to  places  of  safety 
and  were  no  longer  accessible  to  us,  and  our  energies  were  necessarily 
diverted  to  other  channels.  As  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  I  began  once 
more  to  collect  materials,  but  in  1947  Mr.  Ardagh  retired  from  the 
Museum  owing  to  ill-health,  and  on  8  March  1949  he  died.  He  had 
throughout  our  undertaking  kept  the  files  in  which  he  wrote  up  his  own 
gatherings  and  mine  also,  which  I  sent  him  from  time  to  time.  These  files 
were  sent  to  me  by  his  family  after  his  decease. 

At  this  point,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  project  was  doomed.  Our  intention 
had  been  to  offer  our  work  when  completed  to  one  of  the  learned  societies, 
and  under  pre-war  conditions  more  than  one  society  was  favourably  dis¬ 
posed  to  consider  the  publication.  After  the  war,  however,  conditions  had 
entirely  changed.  Continually  rising  costs  and  financial  stringency  ruled 
out  any  possibility  of  the  publication  of  a  work  which  was  from  first  to  last 
a  labour  of  love  undertaken  in  the  interests  of  science,  and  which  could 
never  be  commercially  remunerative. 

I  was  unaware  that  Sir  Gavin  de  Beer  was  at  the  same  time  also  keenly 
interested  in  making  the  correspondence  of  Banks  available  in  the  form  of  a 
Calendar  or  Catalogue  and  had  independently  explored  the  possibilities  of 
giving  effect  to  this.  He,  on  his  part,  was  unaware  that  Mr.  Ardagh  and  I 
had  already  embarked  on  the  project,  and  when  it  became  known  to  him  in 
November,  1953,  he  suggested  to  me  that  if  I  would  undertake  to  continue 
and  complete  the  abandoned  enterprise,  he  would  lay  the  proposal  of  its 
publication  before  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum.  To  this,  the 
Trustees  assented,  and  the  result  is  the  present  work. 

The  plan  acted  upon  by  Mr.  Ardagh  and  myself  was  a  modest  one :  we 
aimed  at  compiling  no  more  than  a  catalogue  or  register  of  the  available 
Banks  material.  Accordingly,  we  merely  indicated  the  subjects  of  the 
letters  in  one  or  two  words.2  It  appeared  to  Sir  Gavin  that  the  value  of  the 
work  would  be  greatly  enhanced  if  it  were  made  a  Calendar,  and  not  a  mere 
Catalogue.  I  fully  agreed  with  this  view,  although  it  necessarily  involved 
going  again  over  all  the  ground  already  covered.  The  number  of  letters 
catalogued  by  Mr.  Ardagh  and  myself  has  been  more  than  doubled  by  the 
inclusion  of  large  quantities  of  letters  that  we  had  not  reached  when  we 

1  Part  of  these,  letters  relating  to  Banks’s  Revesby  estate,  I  presented  to  the  B.M.  in  1935  (Add.  MS. 
43837).  The  rest  are  Dawson  MSS.  44-47  and  68.  These  also  are  ultimately  destined  for  the  B.M. 

2  As  an  example,  see  p.  660,  Pelham,  Thomas,  Nos.  2  and  3.  For  these,  we  entered,  in  addition  to 
the  date  and  reference,  merely  the  words  “  Merino  Sheep  ”. 
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were  compelled  to  abandon  the  work,  and  over  7000  letters  are  now 
included  in  the  present  volume. 


2 

Scope  of  the  Calendar 

The  present  Calendar  comprises  epitomes  of  all  the  Banks  correspondence 
known  to  be  in  Great  Britain.  When  in  1886  it  was  dispersed,  much  of  it 
went  to  Australia,  America,  and  elsewhere,  but  a  very  considerable  part 
of  it  has  returned  to  the  British  Museum  in  later  years  by  gift,  bequest  or 
purchase.  By  far  the  greatest  portion  of  the  correspondence  now  in  this 
country  is  in  the  British  Museum,  Department  of  Manuscripts,  the  British 
Museum  (Natural  History)  and  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Kew,  but  as  it 
was  manifestly  desirable  to  make  the  record  as  complete  as  possible,  the 
Trustees  agreed  that  the  Calendar  should  include  not  only  the  documents 
in  their  official  custody,  but  related  material  in  various  national,  public, 
academic  and  institutional  libraries  and  in  private  ownership  as  well.  A 
list  of  these  extra-mural  sources  will  be  found  in  the  list  of  Acknow¬ 
ledgements. 

As  the  principal  object  of  this  book  is  to  provide  a  key  to  all  the  Banks 
material  available  to  students,  authentic  copies  are  treated  throughout  as  of 
equal  value  to  originals.  Thus  the  whole  of  the  Dawson  Turner  Copies 
(cited  always  as  D.T.C .)  have  been  included,  although  it  is  now  known  that 
many  of  the  original  letters  from  which  they  were  transcribed  are  not  now 
in  Britain ;  in  the  same  way  copies  of  letters  made  by  Banks  himself  and 
others  are  included  even  when  the  originals  have  disappeared  and  cannot 
be  traced.  To  have  confined  the  scope  of  this  work  strictly  and  particularly 
only  to  original  letters  would  have  deprived  it  of  much  of  its  utility  by 
excluding  a  great  deal  of  the  material  that  is  a  cardinal  factor  in  the 
history  of  science. 
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The  History  of  the  Banks  Papers 1 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  died  childless  on  19  June  1820  at  his  house,  Spring  Grove, 
in  Heston.  His  will,  dated  7  January  1820,  provided  that  the  bulk  of  his 
property  in  real  estate  should  be  enjoyed  by  his  widow  for  her  life  and 

1  The  events  briefly  summarized  in  this  section  had  been  worked  out  in  full  detail  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Beagle¬ 
hole  in  the  Introduction  to  his  forthcoming  edition  of  Banks’s  Endeavour  Journal,  and  he  has  kindly 
sent  a  copy  of  his  account  to  which  this  short  statement  is  greatly  indebted. 
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thereafter  revert  to  three  principal  legatees  who  were  also  his  executors : 
the  Hon.  James  Hamilton  Stanhope,  Sir  Henry  Hawley,  Bart.,  and  Sir 
Edward  Knatchbull,  Bart. 

Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  9th  Bart.,  was  the  nephew  of  Lady  Banks 
whose  sister  Mary  had  married  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  8th  Bart.,  of 
Mersham-le-Hatch,  Kent. 

The  first  codicil  to  Banks’s  will,  dated  21  January  1820,  left  an  annuity 
of  £200  to  Robert  Brown,  his  “indefatigable  and  intelligent  librarian”,  and 
continued :  “  I  also  give  to  the  said  Robert  Brown  the  use  and  enjoyment 
during  his  life  of  my  library  herbarium  manuscripts  drawings  copper 
plates  engraved  and  everything  else  that  is  contained  in  my  collections 
usually  kept  in  the  back  buildings  of  my  house  in  .  .  .  Soho  Square  .  .  .  and 
after  his  decease  then  I  give  and  bequeath  the  same  to  the  Trustees  for  the 
time  being  of  the  British  Museum.” 

If  the  Trustees  wished  and  Brown  consented,  these  collections  might  be 
removed  to  the  Museum  during  Brown’s  life.  This  was  done  in  1827  when 
Banks’s  library  and  herbarium  were  transferred  to  the  British  Museum  and 
Brown  became  “keeper  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks’  Botanical  Collection”. 

By  a  second  codicil,  dated  7  March  1820,  Banks  bequeathed  his  botanical 
drawings  by  Francis  Bauer  to  the  King,  and  continued  :  “And  it  is  my  will 
and  desire  that  my  dear  relative  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull  Baronet  be  re¬ 
quested  to  look  over  all  my  boxes  of  papers  and  other  things  deposited  in 
my  room  and  the  passage  room  next  to  it  in  my  house  in  Soho  Square  and 
that  he  do  burn  all  papers  in  my  handwriting  except  such  as  have  reference 
to  any  part  of  my  estate  or  to  the  County  of  Lincoln  and  that  he  do  deliver 
all  such  other  written  or  printed  papers  as  shall  be  found  in  any  of  them  to 
the  persons  to  whom  he  thinks  they  will  be  the  most  acceptable  the  papers 
respecting  the  Royal  Society  and  the  affairs  thereof  to  the  Royal  Society 
those  respecting  the  Mint  or  Coinage  to  the  Mint  and  that  all  papers  and 
letters  relative  to  the  County  of  Lincoln  be  sent  to  Revesby  Abbey  and  be 
deposited  in  the  evidence  room  there  my  foreign  correspondence  bound 
and  unbound  to  be  sent  to  the  British  Museum  and  all  other  things  in  the 
said  room  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  said  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull  shall  think 
best  ”. 

It  is  not  known  what,  if  anything,  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull  destroyed, 
but  in  1828  he  handed  over  to  the  British  Museum  the  bound  (but  not  the 
unbound)  foreign  correspondence  of  Banks,  which  constitutes  Add.  MSS. 
8094-8100  in  the  Department  of  Manuscripts,  but  he  delivered  nothing  to 
the  Royal  Society  or  the  Royal  Mint. 

There  had  been  an  idea  that  Brown  might  write  a  biography  of  Banks, 
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but  in  1830  Brown,  who  was  unwilling  to  undertake  the  work,  suggested 
that  Dawson  Turner  should  write  it,  and  he  consented.  Sir  Edward 
Knatchbull  agreed  to  place  at  his  disposal  all  the  documents  in  his  pos¬ 
session,  and  a  portion  of  these  was  sent  to  Turner  who  sorted  them  out  and 
set  his  daughters  and  his  clerks  to  work  making  copies  of  them.1 

For  many  years  Turner  laboured  at  his  task  but  it  proved  too  much  for 
him,  and  about  1848  he  returned  all  the  documents  together  with  23 
bound  volumes  of  copies  to  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull. 

Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  9th  Bart.,  died  in  1849,  after  which  the  re¬ 
cognized  owner  of  the  Banks  Papers  was  his  widow.  Efforts  were  still  made 
to  find  a  biographer  for  Banks,  and  Sir  Joseph  Ball  and  Thomas  Bell  were 
possible  choices.  But  a  memorandum  dated  25  June  1861  states:  “the 
papers  contained  in  this  box  and  in  a  smaller  case  kept  herewith  were  this 
day  received  by  me  from  Thomas  Bell  Esq.  late  President  of  the  Linnean 
Society  who  had  received  them  from  the  Dowager  Lady  Knatchbull.  It  is 
her  wish  that  after  the  papers  and  correspondence  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  leave 
my  hands  they  should  be  deposited  in  the  British  Museum.  Joseph  Ball.” 

From  Ball  the  Banks  Papers  went  to  William  Carruthers  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Botany  of  the  British  Museum,  and  in  1873  he  was  instructed  to 
place  them  in  the  Department  of  Manuscripts.  In  1876  he  was  allowed  to 
take  back  to  the  Department  of  Botany  the  23  volumes  of  Dawson  Turner 
Copies  for  the  benefit  of  another  possible  biographer,  Benjamin  Daydon 
Jackson. 

In  May  1880  yet  another  possible  biographer,  Edward  Stanhope,  later 
Lord  Stanhope,  asked  permission  to  search  the  papers.  Agreement  to  this 
proposal  was  given  by  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull’s  eldest  son  by  his  second 
marriage,  Edward  Knatchbull  Hugessen,  later  Lord  Brabourne.  On  21 
May  1880  the  latter  wrote  to  Edward  Maunde  Thompson,  Keeper  of 
Manuscripts  :  “  I  have  seen  Mr.  Stanhope  today  and  shall  be  quite  willing 
that  the  MSS  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  shall  be  entrusted  to  his  custody  until 
he  has  been  able  to  make  such  search  amongst  them  as  he  desires.  Probably 
the  result  of  Mr.  Stanhope’s  examination  may  determine  the  future 
destination  of  these  papers,  with  the  exact  nature  of  which,  I  am  at  present 
unacquainted.” 

Stanhope  borrowed  four  parcels  and  fourteen  boxes  of  papers,  for  which 
he  signed  two  separate  receipts,  but  he  shortly  afterwards  endorsed  the 
former  “transferred  to  Lord  Brabourne,  3  Queen  Anne’s  Gate.  July  2 
1880”,  and  to  Maunde  Thompson,  Stanhope  wrote  on  12  July  1880 
announcing  that  the  fourteen  boxes  had  been  similarly  transferred,  and 

1  See  below,  §  8. 


XV 


adding  “  I  have  ventured  to  recommend  to  Lord  Brabourne  handing  over 
at  once  to  the  Museum  all  the  scientific  correspondence.  Some  of  the  more 
private  corresp  ondenceand  his  journalsappear  to  be  rather  for  his  relatives.” 

The  Dowager  Lady  Knatchbull  died  in  1882.  On  22  February  1884  Lord 
Brabourne  wrote  to  Maunde  Thompson  :  “  I  have  here  a  quantity  of  papers 
and  letters  inherited  from  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Banks — he  and  my  grand¬ 
father  having  married  sisters.  Amongst  them  are  Sir  Joseph’s  journal  of  his 
voyage  to  Newfoundland  &c.  and  many  letters  from  scientific  people  and 
other  papers  of  interest.  I  had  an  idea  of  putting  these  up  to  auction,  but 
after  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Stanhope  who  has  looked  through  them  all, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  right  in  the  first  instance  to 
offer  them  to  the  British  Museum,  which  has  already  many  papers  and 
other  things  from  Sir  Joseph  Banks.” 

He  invited  the  Keeper  of  Manuscripts  to  inspect  the  papers  and  judge 
of  the  desirability  of  their  acquisition  by  the  Museum. 

On  10  March  1884  Lord  Brabourne  wrote  again  to  Maunde  Thompson 
saying  that  he  had  no  idea  whether  the  Banks  Papers  might  be  worth  £100 
or  £ 2000 ,  but  suggested  that  his  friend  A.  H.  Todd  might  go  through  them 
and  give  his  opinion.  This  Mr.  Todd  did  in  a  letter  to  Maunde  Thompson 
dated  24  March  1884  in  which  he  put  the  value  of  the  papers  at  “between 
^250  and  £300,  to  be  reduced  or  increased  by  the  permission  or  the  refusal 
of  the  purchaser  to  allow  publication  of  these  journals  and  narratives. 
There  is  a  certain  amount  of  interesting  matter  that  might  be  turned  to 
advantage  in  the  latter  documents,  among  the  letters  there  are  a  great 
number  of  interest  and  value.” 

It  would  seem  that  the  Keeper  made  an  offer,  because  Todd  replied  to 
him  on  18  April  1884  saying:  “I  have  heard  from  Lord  Brabourne.  He 
desires  me  to  say  that  as  Sir  Joseph,  Lady  and  Miss  Banks  gave  papers, 
coins,  medals  and  curiosities  of  very  great  value  and  interest  to  the  British 
Museum,  and  as  the  papers  you  now  have  under  consideration  will  complete 
that  collection,  he  does  not  consider  that  £250  is  a  large  sum  for  him  to  ask 
as  the  price  of  such  of  the  papers  as  you  may  require.  He  is  anxious  however 
not  to  enter  into  any  correspondence  or  to  bargain  about  the  matter,  and 
therefore  if  the  British  Museum  authorities  decline  to  give  that  sum,  he 
will  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  could  return  all  the  books  and  docu¬ 
ments  to  Queen  Anne’s  Gate  in  order  that  they  may  be  sold  by  auction  or 
dispersed  among  local  and  Colonial  Museums  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  as 
his  Lordship  may  deem  advisable.  He  desires  me  further  to  ask  that  you 
will  kindly  decide  as  soon  as  possible  as  to  the  course  you  will  take.”  The 
communication  is  endorsed,  “Declined.  Papers  sent  back  22  Apr.  84.” 
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Later  in  1884,  Sir  Saul  Samuel,  Agent  in  London  for  New  South  Wales, 
acting  on  behalf  of  his  Government  bought  from  Lord  Brabourne  a  large 
collection  of  Banks  Papers  relating  to  Australia  for  £375.  They  are  now  in 
the  Mitchell  Library  of  Sydney. 

Most  of  the  remaining  Banks  Papers  were  sold  by  auction  at  Sotheby’s 
on  11  March  and  14  April  1886,  and  realized  less  than  £200.  The  British 
Museum  acquired  some  items  such  as  the  Blagden  Correspondence  (in 
1887),  but  the  bulk  has  been  dispersed  all  over  the  world.  Some  of  it  is  in 
Public  Libraries  in  many  towns  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  Sydney, 
Adelaide,  Canberra,  Auckland,  Wellington,  New  Haven,  San  Francisco, 
and  Toronto.  Some  of  it  was  bought  by  private  persons,  among  whom 
must  be  mentioned  Spencer  G.  Percival  who  acquired  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  letters  for  the  sum  of  ten  guineas  and  presented  them  to  the 
British  Museum. 

The  Banks  Papers  relating  to  Lincolnshire  in  accordance  with  the 
second  codicil  were  sent  to  Revesby  Abbey  (Banks’s  Lincolnshire  house), 
and  these  together  with  the  papers  that  were  already  there  also  found  their 
way  to  the  sale-room  in  1919  and  1929.  Among  the  bodies  and  persons 
who  acquired  them  were  Yale  University,  The  Lindsey  County  Library, 
Dr.  J.  W.  F.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Warren  R.  Dawson. 
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The  Contents  of  the  Banks  Correspondence 

Before  he  moved  into  his  house  in  Soho  Square  in  1776,  it  would  appear 
that  Banks  did  not  habitually  keep  and  file  his  correspondence,  as  letters 
prior  to  that  date  are  relatively  few  in  number.  Once  installed  in  Soho 
Square,  where  there  was  ample  space  and  accommodation,  Banks  may  be 
said  to  have  inaugurated  a  filing  system  for  his  letters  which  was  main¬ 
tained  until  the  last  two  years  of  his  life.  From  that  time  his  practice  was  to 
keep  all  letters,  however  trivial,  and  they  were  bound  up  into  volumes,  each 
being  provided  with  an  index  of  names.  Two  series  of  bound  volumes 
existed  concurrently :  the  first  of  General,  the  second  of  Foreign  corres¬ 
pondence.  Of  the  first  series,  consisting  of  90  volumes,  no  complete 
volumes  have  survived :  they  were  taken  to  pieces  and  their  contents 
scattered  when  the  correspondence  was  sold  by  auction  in  1886.  Many  of 
the  letters  that  once  formed  part  of  the  bound  volumes  have  since  come  to 
light  and  they  bear  in  the  top  corner  the  original  folio  numbers,  always 
written  in  ink,  but  never  by  the  hand  of  Banks  himself.  Of  the  second 
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series  of  bound  letters,  seven  volumes  have  remained  intact,  and  these,  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  second  codicil,  were  sent  to  the  British 
Museum,  as  mentioned  above.  Besides  this  regular  series  of  bound  volumes, 
Banks  habitually  kept  apart  and  made  separate  dossiers  of  letters  and 
papers  relating  to  particular  subjects.  Such  papers  instead  of  being  bound 
with  the  General  Correspondence,  were  placed  in  folders  of  the  thick 
greyish-brown  paper  used  for  mounting  plants  in  his  herbarium.  He  thus 
made  separate  files  for  papers  relating  to  Sheep  and  Wool,1  to  Hemp,  Flax 
and  Fibres,2  to  the  memorial  to  the  5th  Duke  of  Bedford,3  to  his  pedigree 
and  family  history,4  and  many  more.  There  must  have  been  separate  files 
for  letters  and  papers  relating  to  the  Royal  Society  and  to  the  Royal  Mint 
and  the  Coinage,  as  particular  directions  as  to  these  were  provided  in  the 
second  codicil — directions  which  were  never  carried  out  by  the  executors.5 

All  these  letters  and  papers,  bound  and  unbound,  were  kept  in  Banks’s 
room  adjoining  the  library  in  Soho  Square,  but  at  Revesby  Banks  kept 
another  series  of  papers  concerning  the  county  of  Lincoln,  such  as  those 
relating  to  his  own  estates  ;  to  the  various  Acts  of  Parliament  for  Inclosures 
and  Drainage  of  the  Fens  (in  which  he  had  been  the  prime  mover) ;  to  the 
subscription  he  inaugurated  for  the  defence  of  the  county  during  the 
Napoleonic  wars ;  to  the  establishment  and  organization  of  the  Supple¬ 
mental  Militia  (in  which  Banks  was  a  commissioned  officer) ;  to  his  term 
of  office  as  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  in  1793-4;  to  the  history  and 
archaeology  of  the  county;  to  the  riots  of  1796;  to  agriculture  and  stock- 
breeding,  and  many  other  subjects.  These  were  kept  in  numbered  drawers 
in  the  Evidence  Room  at  Revesby  and  were  not  dispersed  with  the  Soho 
Square  papers  in  1886,  but  remained  in  the  possession  of  Banks’s  heirs  and 
their  successors  until  they  were  dispersed  by  auction  in  recent  years6.  It  is 
pleasant  to  add  that  many  of  these  papers  from  Revesby  are  now  in  the  city 
of  Lincoln.  There  are  large  collections  in  the  Lindsey  County  Library  and 
in  the  possession  of  Dr.  J.  W.  F.  Hill,  an  Alderman  of  the  city  and  the 
historian  of  Lincoln  and  of  the  Banks  Family.7 

1  A  very  large  series,  amounting  to  hundreds  of  documents.  These  are  now  in  the  Sutro  Collection. 

2  Part  now  at  Kew  ( B.C .  Vol.  4). 

3  Part  now  in  the  Royal  Society’s  collection  (R.S.  Misc.  MSS.),  and  part  in  the  Wellcome  Historical 
Medical  Museum. 

4  Now  Dawso?i  MS.  47.  This  series  retains  its  original  folder,  labelled  in  Banks’s  handwriting,  and 
includes  his  arms  painted  on  vellum,  two  large  folding  pedigrees,  and  numerous  biographical  notes  in 
his  handwriting. 

5  The  Royal  Society  possesses  a  large  number  of  Banks  letters  and  papers,  but  these  are  miscellaneous 
in  character  and  have  been  acquired  from  various  sources  in  recent  years.  They  are  not  the  papers 
intended  by  B.  for  the  Society. 

6  Sales  at  Sotheby’s,  17-18  Oct.  1918  and  24  July  1929. 

7  The  Letters  and  Papers  of  the  Banks  Family  of  Revesby  Abbey,  1704-1760.  Edited  by  J.  W.  F.  Hill, 
LL.M.,  Litt.D.,  F.S.A.  Lincoln  Record  Society,  Vol.  4s,  1952. 
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From  all  the  separate  dossiers  there  are  many  strays  that  found  their  way 
into  the  General  Correspondence  and  were  bound  up  in  the  aforesaid 
volumes.  As  regards  strays  from  the  Lincolnshire  files,  the  reason  for  their 
separation  is  evident,  for  many  of  them  relate  to  matters  that  occupied 
Banks’s  attention  during  his  annual  visits  to  Revesby,  but  for  which  the 
correspondence  continued  after  his  return  to  London.  Thus  the  letters  so 
written  to  and  from  Soho  Square  were  often  treated  as  General  Corres¬ 
pondence  and  were  not  placed  in  the  appropriate  files  at  Revesby. 

Generally,  but  by  no  means  invariably,  Banks  endorsed  upon  letters  the 
dates  upon  which  he  received  and  replied  to  them — a  valuable  aid  to 
placing  undated  letters.  Sometimes  he  noted  only  the  date  of  receipt  and 
this  he  wrote  at  the  foot  of  the  first  page  of  the  letter.  He  often  kept  copies 
of  his  replies,  and  these  copies  were  usually  written  on  the  backs,  margins 
or  any  other  free  space  on  the  letters  thus  answered.  If  there  was  no  room 
on  the  letters  themselves,  he  copied  his  replies  upon  separate  sheets.  Many 
of  these  separate  copies,  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  bound 
volumes  and  the  dispersal  of  the  files,  have  been  parted  from  the  letters 
they  relate  to  and  are  therefore  often  difficult  to  place,  as  Banks  never 
wrote  the  name  of  the  person  addressed  upon  them,  or  the  dates,  which 
was  unnecessary  so  long  as  the  copies  were  attached  to  the  letters.  It  has 
long  been  customary  for  biographers  and  others  to  speak  of  these  copies  as 
“drafts”,  but  this  designation  is  erroneous.  When  Banks  had  occasion  to 
make  preliminary  drafts  of  letters,  reports  or  other  documents,  his  in¬ 
variable  practice  was  to  use  foolscap  paper  for  the  purpose,  and  not  the 
customary  quarto  always  employed  for  letters.  His  method  of  making  the 
drafts  was  to  fold  his  sheet  of  foolscap  vertically  in  the  centre,  thus  dividing 
it  into  two  columns :  in  the  right-hand  column  he  wrote  his  draft,  and  in 
the  left,  his  later  additions  and  corrections.  Many  such  drafts  have  survived 
amongst  Banks’s  papers,  but  the  copy-replies  to  letters  were  never  written 
in  this  way.  In  many  instances  the  originals  of  his  replies  to  letters  have 
turned  up  in  various  collections,  and  on  collating  these  with  the  copies  when 
both  exist,  the  original  and  the  copy  are  found  to  be  verbally  identical, 
except  only  that  words  abbreviated  in  the  copies  usually  have  the  scriptio 
plena  in  the  originals.  In  the  course  of  preparing  this  volume  I  have 
examined  and  compared  together  many  such  originals  and  copies. 


XIX 


f" 

5 

Banks  as  a  Letter-writer 

Although  Banks’s  many  interests  and  activities  involved  him  in  a  volumi¬ 
nous  correspondence,  he  never  employed  a  secretary  or  amanuensis,  and 
nearly  every  letter  in  the  large  mass  now  extant  is  written  by  his  own  hand.1 
Very  few  letters  exist  written  by  other  hands  and  merely  signed  by  Banks. 
Occasionally  letters  to  Ministers  of  State  or  others  of  special  importance 
were  fair-copied  by  a  clerkly  hand,  but  Banks’s  successive  librarians, 
Solander,  Dryander  and  Robert  Brown,  were  never  employed  in  such 
epistolary  duties.  Banks  on  a  few  occasions  engaged  the  services  of  a  clerk 
in  one  of  the  Embassies  to  fair-copy  letters  of  particular  importance,  and 
on  still  rarer  occasions  to  translate  Banks’s  letters  into  foreign  languages. 
Throughout  his  life  Banks  knew  no  language  but  his  own,  and  although  he 
frequently  received  letters  written  in  French,  German,  and  other  lan¬ 
guages  (and  occasionally  also,  in  Latin),  he  almost  always  replied  to  them 
in  English.  He  was  fortunate  in  having  in  his  house,  and  always  at  hand, 
first  Solander  and  later  Dryander,  who  both  were  conversant  with  Latin 
and  with  modern  European  languages,  and  they  were  able  to  translate  for 
him  such  of  his  letters  as  were  not  written  in  English.  By  the  entire 
absence  from  Banks’s  papers  of  any  written  translations  of  foreign  letters, 
we  may  infer  that  the  letters  were  translated  for  him  viva  voce  and  that 
he  wrote  his  replies  on  the  spot,  as  the  letters  were  read  out  to  him. 

Banks  never  shirked  his  duties  as  a  correspondent :  he  frequently  replied 
at  length  to  letters  that  seem  to  merit  no  answer,  and  he  nearly  always 
replied  promptly  to  the  many  letters  he  received  from  strangers,  adven¬ 
turers  and  nonentities  of  all  kinds,  and  often  responded  handsomely  to  the 
frequent  appeals  that  were  made  to  him  for  financial  and  other  aid.  In  the 
hundreds  of  Banks’s  letters  that  have  come  down  to  us,  we  almost  always 
find  him  courteous,  polite  and  sympathetic.  He  has  often  been  described 
as  autocratic,  imperious  and  dictatorial,  but  his  correspondence  in  the 
main  belies  such  a  designation.  He  certainly  could,  on  occasion,  be  most 
downright,  severe  and  censorious,  but  even  so,  he  is  always  dignified  and 
never  “let  himself  down”  by  showing  bad  temper  or  malice.  Indeed,  he 
displays  extraordinary  forbearance,  restraint  and  patience  in  dealing  with 
troublesome  correspondents  and  strikes  hard  only  when  their  presumption 
or  persistence  had  passed  all  tolerance.  He  replied,  for  instance  with  good 

1  It  has  been  stated  that  Banks’s  sister,  Miss  Sarah  Sophia  Banks,  who  was  a  permanent  member  of 
his  household  until  her  death  in  1818,  acted  as  his  Secretary.  She  certainly  made  transcripts  of  his 
travel  diaries,  but  she  never  wrote  his  letters  or  became  his  amanuensis.  Miss  Banks  was  as  active 
and  energetic  as  her  brother  and  had  many  interests  of  her  own  which  fully  occupied  all  her  time. 


XX 


humour  and  kindliness  to  some  impertinent  letters  from  George  Caley  whom 
he  had  befriended  and  to  whom  he  continued  his  patronage  and  support  to 
the  end  of  his  life.  Pennant’s  unceasing  and  unblushing  demands  for  books, 
drawings,  specimens,  information  and  privileges  of  all  kinds,  were  met 
by  Banks  with  the  greatest  moderation,  though  occasionally  he  found  it 
necessary  to  be  severe  even  to  Pennant.  Other  troublesome  or  querulous 
correspondents,  such  as  his  namesake  Thomas  Christopher  Banks,  Johann 
Reinhold  Forster  and  his  son  Georg,  William  Pennell,  and  the  Rev. 
Richard  Shepherd  were  treated  with  the  utmost  forbearance  in  spite  of 
their  displays  of  duplicity,  ill-manners  and  ingratitude.  In  this  connection 
also  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  1789,  Blagden,  who  had  been  a  regular 
and  intimate  correspondent  for  sixteen  years,  suddenly  took  offence  and 
adopted  a  hostile  tone  to  Banks,  writing  in  the  third  person  in  the  stiffest 
and  most  unfriendly  manner.  Banks  did  not  retaliate  :  he  could  not  fathom 
the  cause  of  this  sudden  change  of  manner  and  virtually  ignored  it,  replying 
to  these  stilted  and  hostile  missives  in  his  usual  pleasant  manner.  In 
course  of  time,  without  any  recantation  or  surrender  on  the  part  of 
Blagden,  the  incident  wore  itself  out  and  the  correspondence  was  continued 
in  the  former  friendly  spirit  for  a  further  thirty  years,  until  the  death  of 
Blagden  in  1820  a  short  time  before  that  of  Banks  himself.  Had  Banks 
chosen  to  reply  to  Blagden’s  ill-natured  letters  of  1789  in  a  similar  manner, 
it  is  probable  that  all  communication  between  them  would  have  ceased, 
but  Banks’s  geniality  prevailed  and  peace  was  restored. 

Although  Banks  was  so  often  indulgent  and  kindly  to  the  many  unknown 
persons  who  continually  applied  to  him  for  money,  influence,  patronage  or 
information,  he  was  always  firm,  though  polite,  to  authors  who  desired  to 
dedicate  their  books  to  him,  and  who  well  knew  the  publicity-value  that 
association  with  the  powerful  name  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  would  confer  on 
the  saleability  of  their  works.  Many  books  were  indeed  dedicated  to  him, 
but  he  never  gave  his  permission  for  such  dedications  until  he  had  satisfied 
himself  as  to  the  integrity  and  bona  fides  of  such  authors,  as  to  their  com¬ 
petence  and  as  to  the  nature  of  the  thesis  or  opinions  expressed  in  their 
works.  For  the  status  and  dignity  of  the  Royal  Society  he  was  throughout 
his  long  presidency  most  zealous  and  he  firmly  refused  to  accept  contribu¬ 
tions  that  he  considered  below  the  proper  standard  or  which  propounded 
heterodox  views,  although  this  course  of  action  often  led  to  tedious  corres¬ 
pondence.  A  case  in  point  is  that  of  Dr.  Robert  Harrington  who  endea¬ 
voured  again  and  again  to  foist  his  papers  upon  the  Royal  Society  and 
became  uncivil  when  they  were  declined. 

Banks  was  reluctant  to  break  off  relations  with  any  to  whom  he  had  once 
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extended  his  friendship,  patronage  or  support,  and  rarely  did  so1  even 
when  they  had  proved  themselves  unworthy  of  his  countenance.  In  this 
connection,  it  must  be  admitted  that  his  own  pride  was  involved.  Having 
recommended  Bligh,  for  instance,  as  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  he 
continued  to  support  him  after  the  debacle,  although  it  must  have  been 
evident  to  Banks  that  he  had  made  a  most  injudicious  choice,  for  Bligh’s 
habitually  arrogant  and  tyrannical  manner  rendered  him  totally  unfit  for  a 
post  in  which  understanding  and  tact  were  so  essential.  Banks  was  consti¬ 
tutionally  incapable  of  “climbing  down”  and  of  making  an  admission  so 
detrimental  to  his  dignity  as  to  confess  that  he  had  made  an  error  of 
judgement.  His  judgement,  however,  was  seldom  at  fault. 

As  a  letter-writer,  Banks  was  sui  generis.  The  great  diversity  of  his 
interests  brought  him  into  contact  with  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men, 
and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  any  other  writer — in  the  golden  age  of 
letter-writers — covered  so  vast  a  field  in  his  correspondence.  Banks  was  a 
trusted  and  intimate  friend  of  George  III  and  other  members  of  the 
Royal  Family ;  he  was  on  friendly  terms  with  many  of  the  highest 
dignitaries  of  the  state  and  with  men  of  science  and  letters  in  all  parts  of 
the  world.  He  resolutely  held  aloof  from  politics  and  never  permitted 
himself  to  be  drawn  into  political  controversy,  and  although  he  had  many 
friends  among  politicians,  he  stedfastly  declined  to  use  his  powerful 
influence  if  he  thought  it  might  be  turned  to  party  ends.  The  numerous 
official,  scientific,  civic  and  philanthropic  bodies  with  which  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated  brought  him  into  contact  with  the  active  elements  in  almost  every 
branch  of  human  activity  and  with  men  of  the  most  diverse  views  and 
opinions.  As  President  of  the  Royal  Society  he  personally  conducted  a 
great  deal  of  correspondence,  much  of  which  should  rightly  have  fallen 
upon  the  Society’s  secretaries  or  clerks  ;  as  a  Trustee  of  the  British  Museum 
he  acted  similarly,  and  carried  on  correspondence  with  many  persons  who 
desired  to  present  or  to  sell  objects  to  the  collection',  and  freely  expressed 
his  opinion  as  to  whether  such  objects  should  or  should  not  be  accepted. 
When  the  African  Association  was  established  in  1788,  it  was  upon  Banks 
that  most  of  the  organizing  fell.  He  took  the  initiative  in  finding  suitable 
explorers,  advanced  the  money  for  their  outfit,  wrote  out  their  instructions, 
gave  them  letters  of  introduction,  and  regularly  corresponded  with  them 
as  long  as  they  were  within  the  reach  of  letters.  He  was  constantly  called 
upon  to  advise  the  King  and  his  ministers  upon  a  variety  of  subjects,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  equipment  of  expeditions  to  foreign  lands,  the  introduction 
and  acclimatization  of  useful  plants  and  animals,  the  supply  and  production 

1  For  instances,  see  Miller,  J.  F.,  No.  3  ;  Pinkerton,  John,  No.  13  ;  Sinclair,  Sir  John,  No.  18. 
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of  various  articles  required  for  the  army  or  navy— hemp  and  cordage, 
saltpetre  and  metals,  and  many  other  commodities.  He  spared  neither  his 
own  purse  nor  his  time  in  carrying  out  experiments  and  tests  upon  such 
productions,  in  investigating  the  history  and  literature  concerning  them, 
in  collecting  statistics,  etc.  The  results  of  all  these  investigations  he  em¬ 
bodied  in  detailed  reports  carefully  compiled,  and  always  written  out  by 
his  own  hand.  His  services  were  similarly  enlisted  by  the  East  India  Com¬ 
pany  and  other  bodies,  and  to  all  of  them  he  gave  of  his  best,  gratuitously. 

It  would  unduly  prolong  this  Introduction  to  enumerate  the  many 
activities  which  have  left  their  mark  in  Banks’s  correspondence.  It  always 
fell  upon  him  to  take  the  initiative  and  to  plan  and  carry  out  most 
of  the  detail  of  every  undertaking  or  body  he  was  connected  with.  The 
superintendence  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens  at  Kew  was  work  near  to  his 
own  heart.  He  advised  upon  the  sending  out  of  collectors  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  found  suitable  men,  gave  them  their  instructions  and  saw  to  the 
proper  transport  and  delivery  of  the  plants  they  sent  home,  and  chastised 
the  negligence  of  ships’  captains,  Custom  House  officials,  dock  and  ware¬ 
house  companies  and  others  who  allowed  any  carelessness  or  delay  to  en¬ 
danger  the  plants.  Before,  during,  and  after  the  Installation  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Bath  of  1811  it  was  Banks  who  superintended  all  the  arrangements 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  scrutinized  (and  often  disputed)  the  bills  of  trades¬ 
men  and  carpenters  for  work  done  or  articles  supplied,  and  the  fees  and 
perquisites  of  the  many  lesser  lights  who  figured  in  these  ceremonies. 

Thus  from  his  little  room  in  Soho  Square,  Banks  constantly  performed 
single-handed  duties  which  ministers  and  officials,  with  office  organiza¬ 
tions,  secretaries  and  clerks  to  assist  them,  could  not  have  so  effectively 
performed. 


6 

Writing  and  Style 

Many  of  the  letters  of  Banks  have  been  published  in  various  biographies 
and  other  works,  but  in  such  publications  the  letters  are  almost  always 
“  touched-up  ”  by  the  editors,  the  spelling,  punctuation  etc.  being  corrected 
to  conform  to  modern  practice.  This  method  of  presentation  may  convey 
the  purport  of  the  letters  to  present-day  readers,  but  it  completely  effaces 
all  the  characteristic  mannerisms  of  the  writer. 

As  a  young  man,  Banks  wrote  clearly  and  regularly,  but  his  handwriting 
rapidly  deteriorated,  until  the  letters  written  in  the  last  years  of  his  life, 
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when  physical  infirmity  also  made  itself  felt,  are  often  very  difficult  to  read. 
Throughout  his  life  he  used  small  or  capital  letters  promiscuously.  His 
paragraphs  and  sentences  often  begin  with  small  letters  instead  of  capitals, 
and  small  letters  were  often  used  for  names  and  titles.  Capitals,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  generously  sprinkled  over  every  sentence,  and  were  used 
alike  for  nouns,  verbs,  or  any  other  parts  of  speech.  Capitals  are  especially 
frequent  for  the  initial  letter  of  words  beginning  with  /,  m ,  o,  p,  q  and 
t.  He  constantly  used  single  instead  of  double  letters,  especially  in  words  in 
which  /,  /,  p  and  t  are  reduplicated,  producing  such  results  as  diflculty , 
eqi/aly,  aplied,  and  Mr.  Pit.  In  verbs,  in  past  tenses  ending  in  -ed,  Banks 
always  dispenses  with  the  e,  except  in  words  in  which  the  root  ends  in 
c,  d  and  t ,  writing  such  forms  as  orderd,  raisd,  servd,  etc.  In  the  diphthong 
ie,  he  always  reverses  the  letters,  writing,  for  instance,  peice,  beleive. 
Punctuation  is  nearly  always  entirely  dispensed  with,  and  one  sentence 
follows  another  without  a  break,  and  this,  combined  with  the  promiscuous 
use  or  disuse  of  capital  letters,  renders  it  often  difficult  to  separate  them. 
When  any  attempt  at  punctuation  is  made,  the  comma  is  the  only  symbol 
used,  and  it  does  duty  for  full-stop,  colon,  and  semicolon.  Notes  of  in¬ 
terrogation  and  exclamation  he  never  employed. 

Banks  had  his  own  peculiarities  of  spelling,  as  when  he  writes  nobbs  for 
knobs ,  exhorbitant  for  exorbitant  etc.  Place-names  and  personal  names  are 
frequently  misspelt.  In  writing,  the  letters  a  and  o,  except  where  they 
stand  as  the  first  or  last  letter  of  a  word,  are  written  with  a  simple  loop 
scarcely  distinguishable  from  e.  In  spite  of  all  these  mannerisms,  however, 
Banks’s  letters,  even  when  most  cursively  written,  can  be  read  without 
difficulty  by  anyone  who  becomes  familiar  with  his  handwriting. 

Banks  made  no  pretensions  to  literary  style  and  skill :  to  one  corres¬ 
pondent  he  wrote,  “I  am  scarce  able  to  write  my  own  Language  with 
Correctness  &  never  presumd  to  atempt  Elegant  Composition.”1  His 
letters,  however,  in  spite  of  their  orthographic  peculiarities,  are  usually 
explicit  and  happily  phrased.  When  writing  to  old  and  intimate  friends, 
such  as  John  Lloyd  and  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Banks  often  indulges  in  a 
playful,  humorous  and  gossiping  style,  but  to  persons  in  high  or  official 
positions  his  wording  is  stately  and  dignified.  To  foreigners,  the  peculi¬ 
arities  of  his  handwriting  and  style  must  have  been  sometimes  very 
puzzling. 


1  See  Greville,  H.  F.,  No.  2. 
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In  Town  and  Country 

Except  when  on  his  travels,  Banks  did  not  keep  a  regular  diary,  but  he 
sometimes  drew  up  diaries  describing  particular  events.  He  composed, 
for  instance,  a  very  detailed  diary  of  the  daily  events  in  the  Lincolnshire 
riots  of  1796,  from  9  October  to  23  November,  a  narrative  that  fills  many 
pages.1  Similarly  he  added  to  his  proposals  for  a  voluntary  subscription 
amongst  the  Lincolnshire  landowners  for  the  defence  of  the  county  when 
invasion  was  threatened  by  Napoleon,  a  diary  of  the  progress  of  translating 
his  ideas  into  fact,  by  the  formation  of  a  committee  and  meetings  held  in 
London  and  in  various  parts  of  Lincolnshire.2  There  is  another  diary  in 
which  he  summarized  from  day  to  day  the  events  in  a  dispute  between  one 
of  the  Lincolnshire  clergy  and  the  Bishop  of  Bangor,  a  dispute  in  which 
Banks  intervened  as  a  peacemaker.  There  are  many  such  partial  diaries 
extant,  but  in  the  main  his  movements  and  activities  must  be  reconstructed 
from  his  letters  alone. 

After  his  tour  in  Holland  in  1773,  Banks  never  again  went  abroad,  and 
indeed  he  seldom  travelled  in  Britain,  except  when  he  made  his  annual 
visits  to  his  estate  in  Derbyshire  and  his  principal  seat,  Revesby  Abbey  in 
Lincolnshire.  While  the  Royal  Society  was  in  session,  he  resided  constantly 
at  Soho  Square  and  when  the  session  ended  in  June  he  went  to  his  house, 
Spring  Grove,  Heston,  and  remained  there  until  the  middle  or  end  of 
August,  but  whilst  there  making  occasional  journeys  to  Windsor  to  super¬ 
intend  the  King’s  flock  of  Merino  sheep.  On  leaving  Spring  Grove,  he  set 
out  for  his  Derbyshire  seat,  Overton  Hall,  in  the  parish  of  Ashover,  about 
six  miles  south  of  Chesterfield.  This  estate  was  partly  agricultural,  but  it 
also  contained  some  valuable  mineral  deposits,  principally  copper.  At  his 
copper-mine  Banks  installed  a  steam  engine  made  by  Boulton  &  Watt  as 
early  as  1778.  At  Overton  he  usually  remained  for  two  or  three  weeks  and 
then  proceeded  to  Lincoln,  where  he  also  had  a  house,  when  he  attended 
Lincoln  Races  and  the  accompanying  festivities,  and  held  fishing  parties  on 
the  River  Witham.  Finally  he  reached  Revesby  in  September  and  remained 
there  until  the  beginning  of  November,  when  he  returned  to  London  for 
the  opening  of  the  winter  session  of  the  Royal  Society.  Year  after  year  the 
procedure  was  the  same,  although  occasionally  he  diverted  his  route  to 
visit  other  places  on  the  way.3 

1  Lindsey  Library,  Banks  Papers,  3.1.27. 

2  Ibid.,  1 1.1.6A. 

3  Banks  was  unable  to  go  to  Revesby  in  1813,  and  his  last  visit  was  1817.  The  remainder  of  his  life 
was  spent  mostly  at  Spring  Grove,  where  he  died. 
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The  annual  visits  to  Revesby  were  in  no  sense  holidays  for  Banks.  He 
plunged  with  characteristic  energy  into  the  management  and  improvement 
of  his  estate  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  county.  He  origi¬ 
nated  many  schemes  for  reclaiming  fens  and  waste  and  unproductive  land, 
and  was  the  prime  mover  in  procuring  the  various  Acts  of  Parliament  that 
gave  effect  to  these  improvements,  which  brought  about  100,000  acres  of 
previously  worthless  land  into  cultivation  and  production.1  In  addition  to 
his  local  activities,  he  carried  on  his  general  correspondence  and  many  of 
his  letters  are  dated  from  Revesby.  In  his  absence,  Soho  Square  was  left  in 
charge  of  his  successive  librarians,  Solander,  Dryander  and  Robert  Brown. 
Each  of  these  in  turn  wrote  almost  daily  and  forwarded  his  letters.  They 
kept  him  informed  of  all  visitors  to  his  library,  of  books  and  parcels 
received  and  of  scientific  and  other  events  in  London.  In  addition  to  his 
London  house  and  to  those  at  Spring  Grove,  Overton  and  Revesby,  Banks 
had  also  an  estate  in  Sussex,  though  he  rarely  visited  it,  and  he  had,  too,  a 
house  in  Boston,  of  which  he  was  Recorder  from  1809  until  his  death.2 

While  at  Revesby  also,  Banks  gave  much  attention  to  agriculture,  stock- 
breeding,  fruit  and  vegetable  cultivation,  as  well  as  to  botany,  geology  and 
archaeology,  and  he  entertained  numerous  visitors.  Occasionally,  but  not 
often,  he  found  time  for  shooting,  fishing  and  archery. 


8 

The  Dawson  Turner  Copies 

Reference  has  been  made  above  to  the  copies  of  the  Banks  Correspondence 
made  for  Dawson  Turner.  These  copies  are  of  such  high  importance  that 
some  further  account  of  them  is  necessary.  Dawson  Turner,  F.R.S.  (1775- 
1858)  was  a  banker  by  profession,  a  well-known  botanist,  an  antiquary,  art 
patron  and  bibliophile,  and  the  author  of  numerous  books,  many  of  which 
were  privately  printed.3  He  was  personally  acquainted  with  Banks  and 
with  many  prominent  men  of  science  and  letters.  After  Banks’s  death  it 
was  generally  believed  that  Dr.  Robert  Brown,  his  librarian,  would  write 
the  biography  of  his  patron,  but  I  can  find  no  evidence  from  the  corres¬ 
pondence  of  Brown  that  he  himself  ever  intended  to  undertake  it.  He  was 

1  Especially  the  Acts  36  Geo.  Ill,  c.  94  (1796) ;  41  Geo.  Ill,  c.  142  (1801) ;  41  Geo.  Ill,  c.  135  (1801) ; 
42  Geo.  Ill,  c.  118  (1802) ;  42  Geo.  Ill,  c.  141  (1803) ;  50  Geo  III,  c.  126  (1810) ;  50  Geo  III,  c.  129 
(1810) ;  57  Geo  III,  c.  41  (1817). 

2  The  office  of  Recorder  was,  in  Banks’s  time  often  performed  by  deputy.  He  made  no  pretensions  to 
any  legal  knowledge. 

3  I  published  a  bibliography  of  his  works  in  Norfolk  Archceology,  [the  Journal  of  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Archaeological  Society],  Vol.  26,  Part  I,  pp.  58—72  (1935). 
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absorbed  in  his  botanical  work  and  would  suffer  no  distractions,  and  emi¬ 
nent  as  he  was  as  a  botanist,  he  was  unmethodical  and  had  no  flair  for  the 
detailed  work  necessary  in  biographical  research,  and  as  he  himself  ad¬ 
mitted,  he  “had  not  the  habits  of  a  man  of  business”.  He  accordingly 
proposed  to  Dawson  Turner,  during  a  visit  the  latter  paid  to  London  early 
in  1830,  that  he  (Turner)  should  write  the  Life.  In  a  letter  to  Brown  dated 
19  March  1830,  Turner,  having  pondered  over  the  proposal,  expresses  his 
gratification  in  being  honoured  by  such  a  request,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
doubts  his  ability  to  perform  it  adequately,  adding  “  To  write  a  Life  of  Sir 
Jos.  Banks,  a  man  shd  be,  like  him,  Naturalist,  Philosopher,  Agriculturist,. 
Medallist,  Geographer,  associate  with  the  great,  &  heaven  knows  what  else  ; 
&  I  am  none  of  these ;  and  yet  I  am  disposed  to  try  my  fortune”.  Brown’s 
reply,  dated  17  April,  is  also  extant,  and  in  it  he  states  that  Sir  Edward 
Knatchbull  had  given  an  assurance  that  if  Turner  would  undertake  the 
task,  access  to  all  Banks’s  papers  would  be  given  to  him.  In  the  meantime 
there  was  a  rumour  that  another  author  had  in  preparation  a  biography  of 
Banks,  and  Turner,  not  wishing  to  appear  discourteous  by  invading 
territory  already  preoccupied  by  another,  hesitated  for  a  long  time  before 
making  his  final  decision.  He  eventually  communicated  with  the  other 
biographer  (Ker),  but  finding  that  he  was  “unofficial”  and  that  he  could 
obtain  no  satisfaction  from  him,  Turner  wrote  to  Brown,  12  April  1832  : 

“  I  feel  that  the  time  is  now  arrived  when  I  must  act  for  myself  without 
any  further  reference  to  Mr.  Ker,  &  with  this  feeling  I  am  desirous  to 
come  to  Town  for  a  long  stay  next  month,  &  as  far  as  I  can  to  examine 
&  arrange  my  materials,  so  as  to  be  able  to  judge  of  what  I  have 
before  me,  as  regarding  the  length  and  nature  of  the  task.” 

He  then  asks  to  be  put  in  touch  with  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull.  This  was 
arranged,  and  the  outcome  was  that  the  correspondence  was  examined  by 
Turner,  and  a  year  later  27  volumes  of  it  were  sent  down  to  his  house  in 
Yarmouth.  Turner  in  acknowledging  their  receipt  in  his  letter  of  24  April 
1833,  pointed  out  to  Brown  that  what  had  been  sent  to  him  was  very 
incomplete,  that  the  correspondence  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1800  was 
missing,  and  that  he  hoped  to  obtain  more  material  from  “the  90  volumes 
at  Hatch”1  and  from  the  Foreign  Correspondence  in  the  British  Museum. 
It  is  evident  therefore  that  Dawson  Turner  was  never  supplied  with  more 
than  a  fraction  of  the  Banksian  correspondence.  In  the  end  he  had  to  content 
himself  with  the  portion  that  was  in  his  hands,  and  owing  to  his  constant 
residence  in  Yarmouth,  he  was  never  able  to  make  use  of  the  aforesaid  90 

1  Mersham-le-Hatch,  Kent,  the  seat  of  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull. 
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volumes,  nor  of  the  seven  in  the  British  Museum,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
vast  number  of  letters  in  separate  dossiers  that  had  never  been  bound  up 
into  volumes,  besides  the  large  number  that  remained  at  Revesby. 

These  facts  give  us  some  idea  of  the  vast  magnitude  of  the  Banksian 
correspondence  when  it  was  entire,  and  of  how  great  a  part  of  it  has  been 
lost.  The  present  Calendar  contains  entries  of  a  little  over  7,000  letters : 
had  the  correspondence  been  intact,  the  total  would  probably  have  been  in 
the  region  of  50,000,  or  even  more.1 

Turner  at  once  set  to  work  to  examine  his  materials.  Foreseeing  that  the 
task  of  drawing  up  the  biography  would  necessarily  be  a  long  one,  for  the 
business  of  his  bank  occupied  him  all  day  and  left  him  little  leisure,  he 
decided  to  have  the  letters  copied  so  that  he  might  not  detain  the  originals 
too  long.  The  copies  were  accordingly  made,  much  of  the  work  being  done 
by  two  of  his  daughters,  the  other  copyists  being  his  clerks  and  other 
persons  whose  services  he  engaged  for  the  purpose.  For  more  than  twelve 
years,  Turner  devoted  most  of  his  leisure  to  compiling  the  biography,  but 
in  or  about  1848,  he  realized  that  he  would  be  unable  to  complete  it,  and 
reluctantly  abandoned  the  project,  returning  the  papers  to  Sir  Edward 
Knatchbull,  and  with  them  his  own  copies.  In  a  letter  dated  14  November 
1850,  to  an  old  friend  of  fifty  years’  standing  who  is  not  named,  but  was 
certainly  Charles  Konig,  he  wrote  : 

“While  these  letters  were  in  my  hands  I  employed  the  leisure  of  more 
than  12  years  &  expended  £200,  in  sorting,  reading  &  transcribing 
them.  In  sending  them  back  I  accompanied  the  originals  with  the 
whole  of  my  transcripts,  forming  between  20  and  30  volumes, 
[actually  23],  beautifully  arranged  &  bound,  &  completely  indexed; 
for  I  felt  it  not  to  be  right  either  to  reserve  a  power  over  them  myself, 
or  to  leave  a  possibility  of  their  falling  after  my  death  into  the  pos¬ 
session  of  any  one  who  might  be  distasteful  to  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull 
or  might  so  use  them  as  might  not  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  Sir 
Joseph  Banks.’’ 

Although  his  own  intentions  came  to  nought,  Dawson  Turner  has  con¬ 
ferred  an  inestimable  benefit  to  science  by  making  these  copies  and  thereby 

1  This  rough  estimate  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  bound  volumes  contained,  on  an  average, 
300  letters  each,  making  29,700.  The  unbound  letters  were  probably  as  numerous,  and  possibly  far 
more  so,  judging  from  the  fact  that  there  are  over  2,000  documents  in  the  files  relating  to  Sheep  and 
Wool  alone.  To  be  added  to  these  are  the  papers  at  Revesby,  which  Turner  never  even  saw.  Even  if  the 
total  number  were  placed  as  high  as  100,000,  it  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  an  exaggeration,  having  in 
mind  the  multiplicity  of  B.’s  interests  and  activities.  Over  the  active  period  of  B.’s  life,  this  would 
represent  an  average  of  about  50  letters  a  week.  Professor  Ernst  Haeckel,  for  instance,  whose  interests 
were  confined  to  the  one  sphere  of  biology,  told  Huxley  that  he  had  30,000  letters,  received  in  about 
the  same  period  of  time.  (W.  R.  Dawson,  The  Huxley  Papers,  p.  63,  No.  25.) 
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preserving  hundreds  of  letters  that  have  since  disappeared.  The  originals 
of  many  of  them  (but  not  the  majority)  have  since  come  to  light  and  are 
now  in  the  British  Museum,  the  Mitchell  Library,  Sydney,  and  other 
collections.  By  collating  the  originals  with  the  copies,  as  in  many  instances 
I  have  done,  it  is  found  that  the  copies  are  accurate  and  reliable,  though  in 
some  places  the  punctuation  and  spelling  has  been  “touched-up”,  but  in 
no  case  has  the  deplorable  modern  habit  of  “editing”  been  resorted  to.  In 
this  Calendar  all  the  Dawson  Turner  Copies  (or  to  use  the  now  recognized 
abbreviation — D.T.C .)  have  been  included,  and  in  the  case  of  those  of 
which  the  originals  exist  in  this  country,  references  to  both  are  given. 

In  parting  with  his  copies,  made  with  so  much  care  and  at  so  much 
expense,  Turner  acted  handsomely  and  disinterestedly.  As  he  had  been 
given  permission  to  copy  the  letters,  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  give 
them  up.  As  events  have  turned  out,  it  is  well  that  he  acted  as  he  did,  for 
the  D.T.C.  are  now  in  the  British  Museum  (Natural  History)  and  safe  for 
all  time,  as  well  as  being  accessible  to  all  authorized  persons  who  may  wish 
to  consult  them.  Had  Dawson  Turner  retained  them  they  too  might  have 
disappeared,  for  after  his  death,  his  fine  collection  of  manuscripts  was  sold 
by  auction1  and  is  now  scattered  all  over  the  world. 

When  the  Banks  Correspondence  was  sold  in  1886,  it  is  known  that  most 
of  the  lots  were  bought  by  dealers  who  broke  up  the  volumes  to  obtain 
valuable  autographs  for  which  they  had  a  good  market  and  often  destroyed 
the  rest  of  the  letters.  Though,  as  already  mentioned,  some  of  the  originals 
of  the  letters  in  D.T.C.  have  turned  up,  it  is  probable  that  most  of  them 
never  will,  a  fact  which  enhances  the  value  to  science  of  that  collection.  So 
little  was  scientific  correspondence  esteemed  seventy  or  eighty  years  ago, 
that  a  hundred  autograph  letters  could  then  be  bought  for  the  price  now 
demanded  for  a  single  letter. 
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Conclusion 

The  plan  of  the  present  Calendar  is  alphabetical2,  entries  being  headed  with 
the  names  of  the  persons  by  or  to  whom  letters  were  written.  The  letters 
are  entered  in  order  of  date.  The  dates  of  undated  or  of  incompletely 

1  By  Messrs.  Puttick  &  Simpson,  6th  June,  1859,  and  four  following  days. 

2  There  is  some  inconsistency  in  the  method  of  placing  names  beginning  with  De,  De  la,  Du,  etc. 
I  have  followed  the  principle  of  entering  such  names  under  the  form  by  which  they  are  most  com¬ 
monly  quoted,  whether  with  or  without  the  prefix. 
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dated  letters  are  inserted  in  square  brackets  whenever  they  could  be  restored 
with  certainty,  but  undated  letters  for  which  there  is  no  clue  to  suggest 
an  actual  or  even  an  approximate  date,  have  been  entered  at  the  end  of  the 
dated  series.  Dates  given  in  the  French  Republican  Calendar  have  been 
transcribed  in  accordance  with  the  tables  published  in  the  Dictionnaire 
Larousse,  because  for  reasons  given  in  the  annexed  Note,  the  tables  printed 
in  the  best-known  English  works  of  reference  are  unreliable. 

Letters  from  which  the  signature  is  missing  or  omitted  have  in  nearly  all 
cases  been  identified  by  handwriting,  subject-matter,  or  other  indications 
and  have  been  entered  in  their  proper  places.  A  few  which  were  untraceable 
have  been  placed  in  the  Appendix.  Similarly,  a  considerable  number  of 
letters  or  copies  of  letters  in  Banks’s  handwriting  to  persons  whose  names 
are  not  stated,  have  in  nearly  all  cases  been  identified  and  entered  in  the 
body  of  the  Calendar,  but  a  small  residue  that  defeated  all  attempts  at 
identification  has  likewise  been  relegated  to  the  Appendix.  Some  additional 
correspondence,  which  became  available  after  the  main  body  of  the  work 
had  been  printed  and  paged,  has  been  entered  at  the  end  of  the  volume  as 
Addenda. 

In  this  Calendar,  only  letters  have  been  included.  Amongst  the  papers  of 
Banks,  there  are  numerous  documents,  mostly  in  his  handwriting,  and 
some  of  great  length,  which  are  reports,  memoranda  or  dissertations  upon 
various  subjects.  No  such  papers  are  included  except  when  they  are  actual 
inclosures  in  letters,  are  directly  referred  to  or  quoted  in  letters,  or  were 
filed  by  Banks  himself  as  letters.  I  have  included  letters  printed  in  various 
published  works,  as  well  as  letters  listed  in  Auction  sale  catalogues  and  the 
trade  catalogues  of  booksellers  whenever  the  particulars  given  in  such 
catalogues  are  explicit  enough,  and  when  the  present  location  of  the 
originals  is  unknown. 

I  have  used  every  endeavour  to  make  each  entry  complete  in  itself  as 
briefly  and  explicitly  as  possible.  The  principal,  and'  in  most  cases,  all,  the 
subjects  mentioned  in  the  letters  have  been  stated,  but  some  of  the  letters 
mention  such  a  multiplicity  of  matters  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
mention  them  all  without  making  the  entries  disproportionately  long.  Some 
of  the  letters  from  botanists,  for  instance,  discuss  many  species  of  plants  : 
in  such  cases  the  plants  have  had  to  be  considered  collectively  and  not 
individually  specified,  but  in  cases  where  only  one  or  two  species  are 
discussed,  the  botanical  names  of  such  plants  have  been  stated.  It  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  mention  this,  as  modern  students  or  others  investigating  the  history 
of  a  particular  plant  must  not  infer  from  the  absence  of  mention  of  such 
species  in  the  Calendar  or  in  the  index,  that  no  reference  to  it  has  been 
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made  in  the  letters,  for  it  may  well  be  included  among  those  treated 
collectively.  Similarly,  many  correspondents,  especially  those  residing  or 
travelling  abroad,  mention  the  names,  activities,  publications  and  move¬ 
ments  of  many  persons  whom  they  have  met  or  visited.  Like  the  plants,  it 
has  sometimes  been  necessary  to  deal  with  these  collectively,  without  the 
mention  of  particular  names. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  trace  the  identity  and  the  dates  of  birth 
and  death  of  the  correspondents.  Those  who  are  well-known  in  their 
respective  spheres  present  no  difficulties,  and  the  particulars  are  easily  to 
be  found  in  the  usual  sources  of  reference,  but  large  numbers  of  names 
occur  that  could  only  be  traced  by  special  investigation,  and  I  have  applied 
by  letter  in  numerous  quarters  to  elicit  the  information.  Many  of  my 
correspondents  have  been  indefatigable  and  their  efforts  have  usually  been 
successful.  I  consider  it  important  in  works  of  this  nature  that  the  dates  of 
birth  and  death  should  in  all  cases  be  stated,  for  it  is  often  valuable  evidence 
in  historical  investigations  to  know  the  age  of  a  person  at  the  time  when, 
say,  a  particular  letter  was  written,  a  particular  work  was  published,  or  a 
particular  journey  undertaken.  To  all  those  who  have  answered  my  letters 
of  enquiry  and  who  have  assisted  me  thereby  in  ascertaining  the  significance 
of  particular  dates,  events,  or  other  allusions  in  the  Banks  correspondence, 
I  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks,  and  their  names  will  be  found  in  the 
list  of  Acknowledgements.  Appreciating  as  I  do  the  efforts  of  all  my  helpers, 
there  are  some  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  specially  in  this  place. 
Sir  Gavin  de  Beer,  F.R.S.,  F.S.A.,  the  Director,  has  not  only  placed  freely 
at  my  service  all  the  resources  of  the  great  Museum  over  which  he  presides, 
but  has  personally  and  unofficially  helped  me  in  many  ways  ;  his  secretary, 
Miss  M.  Skramovsky,  also,  has  extended  her  assistance  far  beyond  her 
official  duties  and  has  investigated  many  matters  for  me  in  her  private  time  ; 
Mr.  A.  C.  Townsend,  librarian  of  the  Museum,  has  likewise  not  only  been 
most  patient  and  helpful  in  the  numerous  communications  I  have  made  to 
him  officially,  but  has  also  allowed  me  to  encroach  upon  his  private  time 
and  knowledge ;  to  Dr.  J.  W.  F.  Hill  of  Lincoln  I  am  especially  indebted, 
for  he  not  only  placed  in  my  hands  his  own  valuable  collection  of  Banks 
papers,  but  also  his  copies  of  those  in  the  Lindsey  County  Library,  and  has 
on  several  occasions  visited  me  and  supplied  me  with  much  useful  informa¬ 
tion  ;  Mr.  R.  A.  Skelton,  of  the  Map  Room,  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Skeat  of 
the  Department  of  Manuscripts  of  the  British  Museum,  have  most  kindly 
and  willingly  investigated  for  me  a  large  number  of  queries,  both  in  their 
own  and  other  Departments  of  the  Museum. 

Finally,  in  concluding  the  arduous  but  highly  interesting  labour  of  love 
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that  has  for  so  long  claimed  the  whole  of  my  time,  and  such  small  ability  as 
I  may  possess,  I  wish  to  express  my  sense  of  the  high  honour  conferred 
upon  me  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  in  entrusting  to  me  the 
execution  of  this  work.  I  trust  their  confidence  will  be  repaid  by  the  useful¬ 
ness  to  the  history  of  science  of  the  result  and  that  this  publication  will 
revive  and  emphasize  the  recognition  of  the  great  services  to  science  and 
human  progress  rendered  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

W.  R.  D. 
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Note  on  the  concordance  between  the  French  Republican  Calendar 

and  the  Gregorian  Calendar 

In  the  course  of  transcribing  dates  from  the  French  Republican  Calendar 
to  their  equivalents  in  the  Gregorian  Calendar,  a  discordance  was  found 
between  the  tables  of  concordance  printed  in  John  J.  Bond’s  Handy  Book 
of  Rules  and  Tables  for  verifying  Dates  with  the  Christian  Era  (London : 
George  Bell,  1889,  and  other  editions)  and  in  the  Grand  Dictionnaire 
TJniversel  of  Pierre  Larousse  (Paris  :  tome  iii,  1867). 

The  ordinary  French  Republican  Calendar  year  consisted  of  12  months 
of  30  days  each  and  5  complementary  days  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  first 
of  which  was  reckoned  in  principle  to  run  from  Saturday  22  September 
1792  until  Saturday  21  September  1793  both  dates  inclusive.  Provision  for 
leap-year  was  made  by  the  introduction  of  an  extra  sixth  complementary 
day.  But  whereas  Bond  in  his  tables  shows  6  complementary  days  for  each 
of  Year  4  (16  to  21  September  1796),  Year  8  (17  to  22  September  1800), 
and  Year  12  (17  to  22  September  1804),  Larousse  shows  only  5  comple¬ 
mentary  days  in  each  of  these  years,  but  6  in  each  of  Year  3  (17  to  22 
September),  Year  7  (17  to  22  September  1799)  and  Year  11  (18  to  23 
September  1803). 

The  result  of  this  discrepancy  is  not  only  that  the  concordance  is  thrown 
out  by  1  day  in  each  of  Year  4  (22  or  23  September  1795  until  21  September 
1796  inclusive),  Year  8  (22  or  23  September  1799  until  22  September 
1800  inclusive),  and  Year  12  (23  or  24  September  1803  until  22  September 
1804  inclusive),  but  that  the  days  of  the  Republican  Calendar  months  are 
thrown  out  by  1  day  with  their  corresponding  dates  in  the  Gregorian 
Calendar  in  these  three  years. 

According  to  Bond,  1  Vendemiaire  Year  4  corresponds  to  Tuesday  22 
September  1795  ;  according  to  Larousse  1  Vendemiaire  Year  4  corresponds 
to  Wednesday  23  September  1795.  The  discrepancy  therefore  also  affects 
the  concordance  between  the  days  of  the  week  of  the  Gregorian  Calendar 
and  the  days  of  the  month  of  the  French  Revolutionary  Calendar. 

The  Chronology  of  History  by  Sir  Nicholas  Harris  Nicolas  (London, 
1838)  is  free  from  many  of  the  errors  found  in  Bond,  but  introduces  another 
in  that  he  overlooked  the  Gregorian  Leap  Year  in  1796. 

In  the  present  work  the  concordance  given  by  Larousse  has  been 
followed  exclusively. 
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REFERENCES  AND 
ABBREVIATIONS 


Note.  Letters  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  written  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks ;  all  others  are 
written  to  him  except  as  otherwise  described. 

To  letters  in  collections  that  are  not  numbered,  arbitrary  serial  numbers  in  angular 
brackets  <(  )  have  been  given  for  convenience  of  reference. 

Letters  written  in  foreign  languages  are  marked  French,  German,  Latin,  etc.  All 
letters  not  so  marked  are  written  in  English. 
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B.A.O. 

Birmingham  Ref.  Lib. 
Bodleian 

Border  Coll. 

B.M. 

B.MfN.H.),  B.C. 


Brabourne 
Brougham 
Brown  Corr. 

Br  ozone,  P.,  MS.  Cat. 
Cambridge,  B.S. 
Cambridge,  U.L. 
Cameron 
Clarke  Corr . 

Cunn. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

Correspondence  of  Banks,  Boulton  and  Watt  in  the  Assay  Office,  Bir¬ 
mingham.  Not  numbered. 

Birmingham  Public  Library,  Reference  Department. 

The  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford.  Manuscripts  in  the  Series  Bodley  Addi¬ 
tional,  Douce,  Malone  and  Montague.  Quoted  by  number  and  folio. 
Autograph  letters  in  the  collection  of  Richard  Border,  Esq.,  of  Pul- 
borough,  Sussex.  Not  numbered. 

The  British  Museum.  Additional  and  Egerton  Manuscripts.  Quoted  by 
number  and  folio. 

The  British  Museum  (Natural  History).  Banks  Correspondence  in  the 
Department  of  Botany.  A  bound  volume  quoted  by  folio.  [See  also  Brown 
Corr. ;  Browne,  P.  MS.  Cat. ;  Cunn.;  D.T.C.;  Dryander  Corr. ;  Hardwicke ; 
Jacquin  MSS. ;  Konig  MSS. ;  L'Heritier  Corr. ;  Owen  Corr. ;  Vandelli. ] 
Banks  Correspondence  in  the  possession  of  the  (7th)  Lord  Brabourne.  A 
bound  volume  quoted  by  folio. 

Lives  of  Men  of  Letters  and  Science  who  flourished  in  the  time  of  George  III. 
By  Henry,  Lord  Brougham,  F.R.S.  2  vols.  London,  1846. 
Correspondence  of  Dr.  Robert  Brown,  F.R.S.,  in  the  Department  of 
Botany,  B.M.(N.H.).  Quoted  by  volume  and  serial  number. 

Patrick  Browne :  MS.  Catalogue  of  the  Plants  of  the  English  Sugar 
Colonies,  in  the  Department  of  Botany,  B.M.(N.H.).  Quoted  by  pages. 
Autograph  letters  in  the  University  of  Cambridge  Botany  School.  Not 
numbered. 

Cambridge  University  Library.  Manuscripts  quoted  by  number  and 
folio. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks,  K.B.,  F.R.S. :  The  Autocrat  of  Philosophers.  By  Hector 
Charles  Cameron,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  London,  1952. 

Correspondence  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Daniel  Clarke,  F.R.S.,  in  the 
possession  of  the  late  Lionel  F.  Gilbert  of  University  College,  London. 
In  two  bound  volumes,  quoted  by  volume  and  folio.  [Mr.  Gilbert  died 
3  Oct.  i955;] 

Allan  Cunningham:  Autograph  Journal,  with  letters,  1814-1819,  in  the 
Department  of  Botany,  B.M.(N.H.).  Quoted  by  folio. 
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Curtis 

Darlington 

Dawson  MSS. 

Dawson  &  Sons 
de  Beer  Coll. 

Dobell 

Dryander  Con. 
D.T.C. 


Edinburgh  Notes 

Edinburgh  U.L. 
Edw.  Smith 


Eggen  Coll. 
Ellis 

Farrell  Coll. 


Foner 
Fortescu 
Foster  Coll. 


Gent.  Mag. 
Gilbert  Coll. 

Godwin 

Gunther  MSS. 


Holliday 

Halls 

Hardwicke 

Hawley  Coll. 


Banks  Letters  in  the  Curtis  Museum,  Alton,  Hants.  Quoted  by  registra¬ 
tion  numbers. 

Memorial  of  John  Bartram  and  Humphry  Marshall.  By  William  Darling¬ 
ton,  Philadelphia,  1849. 

Manuscripts  in  the  collection  of  Warren  R.  Dawson,  Esq.  Quoted  by 
volume  number  and  folio. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  William  Dawson  &  Sons  Ltd.,  Booksellers,  London. 
Collection  of  Banks  Correspondence  belonging  to  Sir  Gavin  de  Beer, 
F.R.S.  Bound  in  a  volume,  quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  F.  J.  &  A.  E.  Dobell,  Booksellers,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Kent. 

Correspondence  of  Jonas  Dryander,  F.R.S. ,  in  the  Department  of  Botany, 
B.M.(N.H.).  Quoted  by  volume  and  serial  numbers. 

The  collection  of  copies  of  the  correspondence  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  made 
for  Dawson  Turner,  F.R.S.,  of  Great  Yarmouth,  in  1833-34.  20  volumes 
in  21  (Vol.  10  is  divided  into  two  parts),  and  Banks’s  Endeavour  Journal, 
2  vols.  In  the  Department  of  Botany,  B.M.(N.H.).  Quoted  by  volume  and 
folio. 

Royal  Botanic  Garden,  Edinburgh.  Notes  (1900  et  seq.).  Quoted  by 
volume  and  page. 

Edinburgh  University  Library.  Manuscripts  quoted  by  volume  and  folio. 
The  Life  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks ,  President  of  the  Royal  Society ,  with  some 
notices  of  his  friends  and  contemporaries.  By  Edward  Smith,  F.R.H.S. 
London,  191 1. 

Collection  of  correspondence  belonging  to  Dr.  Olin  J.  Eggen  of  the  Royal 
Greenwich  Observatory. 

Memoir  of  J.  Bigelow.  By  George  Edward  Ellis.  Cambridge,  Mass.,  1880. 
Autograph  Letters  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Frank  James  Farrell,  Esq., 
of  Beccles.  Copies  in  Dawson  MSS.  made  in  1934.  Since  Mr.  Farrell’s 
death  in  1937  the  originals  have  not  been  traced. 

The  Complete  Writings  of  Thomas  Paine.  Edited  by  P.  S.  Foner.  New 
York,  1945. 

Correspondence  of  George  III.  Edited  by  the  Hon.  Sir  John  William 
Fortescu,  Librarian  of  Windsor  Castle.  London,  1927. 

The  library  and  collection  of  documents  relating  to  Lincolnshire  in  the 
Lindsey  County  Library,  Lincoln,  bequeathed  by  the  late  Canon  Charles 
Wilmer  Foster.  (Died  1935.) 

The  Gentleman  s  Magazine.  London,  founded  1731. 

Autograph  letters  and  documents  belonging  to  the  late  Lionel  F.  Gilbert, 
Esq.,  of  University  College,  London.  (Died  3  Oct.  1955.)  Not  numbered. 
Vancouver :  A  Life.  By  George  Godwin,  London,  1930. 

Autograph  letters  and  documents  collected  by  the  late  Dr.  Robert 
Theodore  Gunther,  now  in  the  Museum  of  the  History  of  Science, 
Oxford.  Quoted  by  volume  and  serial  numbers. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  Bernard  Halliday,  Booksellers,  Leicester. 

The  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Henry  Salt,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  H.B.M.  Consid 
General  in  Egypt.  By  J.  J.  Halls.  2  vols.  London,  1834. 

A  volume  of  botanical  drawings  and  papers  of  Thomas  Hardwicke,  F.R.S., 
in  the  Department  of  Botany,  B.M.(N.H.). 

Banks  papers  in  the  possession  of  Major  Sir  David  Henry  Hawley,  7th 
Bart.,  of  Mareham-Le-Fen,  Lincolnshire. 
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H. E.I.C. 
Hermannson 

Hill  Coll. 

Hinchingbrooke 

Hist.  Coll. 

Hist.  Rec.  N.S.W. 

Hooker  Con. 

Hooker's  Journ.  Bot. 
Hornby 

Hunter -Baillie  Coll. 

I. 0. 

Jacquin  MSS. 

Kew 

Kezv:  B.C. 

Kew  Bulletin 
Kew  Collectois 

Knight:  Selection 

Konig  MSS. 

Lawson 

L’Heritier  Corr. 

Lines.  A.O. 

Lindsey 
Linnaeus  Corr. 

Linn.  Soc.  Archives 


The  Honourable  East  India  Company.  See  India  Office. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  Iceland.  By  Halldor  Hermannson.  Ithaca,  Mich., 
1928. 

Autograph  letters  and  other  Banks  papers  in  the  collection  of  Alderman 
Dr.  J.  W.  F.  Hill,  Litt.D.,  of  Lincoln.  Quoted  by  file  and  serial  numbers. 
Autograph  letters  and  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Sand¬ 
wich,  at  Hinchingbrooke,  Huntingdonshire.  Not  numbered. 

The  History  of  the  Collections  contained  in  the  Natural  History  Departments 
of  the  British  Museum.  2  vols.  and  Supplement.  London,  1904-12. 
Historical  Records  of  New  South  Wales.  Edited  by  Frank  Murcott  Bladen. 
8  vols.  Sydney,  1892-1901. 

Correspondence  of  Sir  William  Jackson  Hooker,  F.R.S.,  in  the  Library 
of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Kew.  Quoted  by  volume  and  serial 
numbers. 

Hooker' s  Journal  of  Botany  and  Kew  Miscellany.  9  vols.  London,  1849-57. 
Autograph  letters  in  the  Hornby  Art  Library,  Liverpool.  Not  numbered. 
Autograph  letters  collected  by  Miss  Hunter- Baillie,  in  the  library  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England.  Quoted  by  volume  and  folio. 
Records  of  the  Honourable  East  India  Company  in  the  Record  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  India  Office  (now  Commonwealth  Relations  Office).  Two 
series  are  quoted :  Home  Miscellaneous ,  by  volume  and  page,  and  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Letters  Received ,  by  volume  and  serial  numbers. 

Letters  and  autograph  notes  of  Nicholaus  Joseph  Jacquin,  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Botany,  B,M.(N.H.).  Quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

The  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Kew. 

Banks  Correspondence  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens, 
Kew,  in  4  vols.  1  and  2  are  lettered  “Banks  Correspondence”,  vol.  3 
“Banksiana,  Letters,  &c.”,  vol.  4,  “Hemp.  1764-1810”.  Quoted  by 
volume  and  serial  numbers. 

Bulletin  of  Miscellaneous  Information.  Issued  by  the  Royal  Botanic 
Gardens,  Kew.  1887  et  seq.  Quoted  by  year  and  page. 

A  volume  lettered  “Kew  Collectors.  Caley,  1799-1810”  containing 
copies  of  two  letters  from  Banks  to  George  Suttor,  the  originals  of  which 
below  to  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales.  Quoted  by  pages. 

A  Selection  from  the  Physiological  and  Horticultural  Papers  published  by 
Thomas  Andrew  Knight  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  and  Horticultural 
Societies  to  which  is  prefixed  a  sketch  of  his  life.  London,  1841. 
Manuscripts  of  Johan  Gerhard  Konig,  formerly  in  the  Banksian  Library, 
now  in  the  Department  of  Botany,  B.M.(N.H.).  Quoted  by  volume  and 
folio. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  E.  M.  Lawson  &  Co.,  Booksellers,  Sutton  Coldfield. 
A  series  of  51  autograph  letters  of  C.  L.  L’Heritier  de  Brutelle  on 
botanical  subjects.  In  the  Department  of  Botany,  B.M.(N.H.).  Quoted  by 
serial  numbers. 

Letters  and  documents  in  the  Lincolnshire  Archives  Office,  Lincoln. 
Quoted  by  registration  numbers. 

Letters  and  documents  relating  to  Lincolnshire  in  the  Lindsey  County 
Library,  Lincoln.  Banks  papers  quoted  by  registration  numbers. 

The  autograph  correspondence  of  Carolus  Linnaeus  in  the  possession  of 
the  Linnean  Society  of  London.  Quoted  by  volume  and  serial  numbers. 
Archives  of  the  Linnean  Society  of  London. 
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Maiden 
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Morrison 


Myers 
N.  &  O. 

Nat.  Lib.  Scotland 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales 

N.M.M. 

Nichols,  L.  A. 

Nichols,  L.  I. 

Norton 

N.R.R.S. 

Owen  Corr. 

Phil.  Trans. 
Pinkerton  Corr. 

Pownall  Coll. 

P.R.O. 

R.C.P. 

R.C.S. 


Rermell  Coll. 

R.  Geogr.  Soc.  Mus. 

R.H.S. 

Rhodes  House 

R.  Inst.  Lib. 


The  Royal  Society,  1660-1940.  A  History  of  its  Administration  under  its 
Charters.  By  Sir  Henry  Lyons,  F.R.S.  Cambridge,  1944. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks:  his  relations  with  Australia.  By  George  Mackaness. 
Sydney.  1936. 

The  Correspondence  of  Alexander  McLeay,  F.R.S.,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Linnean  Society  of  London.  Not  numbered. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  Maggs  Bros.  Ltd.,  Booksellers,  London. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks,  the  Father  of  Australia.  By  J[oseph]  H[enry]  Maiden. 
Sydney,  1909. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  Michelmore  &  Co.,  Booksellers,  London. 

The  Collection  of  Autograph  Letters  formed  by  Alfred  Morrison.  The 
Hamilton  and  Nelson  Papers.  2  vols.  Privately  printed,  1893-94.  Quoted 
by  serial  numbers. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  Myers  &  Co.,  Booksellers,  London. 

Notes  and  Queries.  London,  1849  et  seq. 

The  National  Library  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh.  Manuscripts  quoted  by 
volume  and  folio. 

The  National  Library  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth.  Manuscripts  quoted  by 
volume  and  serial  numbers. 

The  National  Maritime  Museum,  Greenwich.  Manuscripts  quoted  by 
registration  numbers. 

Literary  Anecdotes  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  By  John  Nichols.  9  vols. 
London,  1812-15. 

Illustrations  of  the  Literary  History  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  By  John 
Nichols  and  john  Bowyer  Nichols.  8  vols.  London,  1817-58. 

Letters  of  Edward  Gibbon.  Edited  by  Jane  E.  Norton.  London,  1956. 
Quoted  by  numbers. 

Notes  and  Records  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London.  1938  et  seq. 
Correspondence  of  Sir  Richard  Owen,  F.R.S.,  in  the  General  Library, 
B.M.(N.H.).  Bound  in  26  vols.  Quoted  by  volume  and  serial  numbers. 
Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London.  1665  et  seq. 
The  Literary  Correspondence  of  John  Pinkerton.  By  Dawson  Turner,  M.A., 
F.R.S.  2  vols.  London,  1830. 

Autograph  letters  belonging  to  John  Cecil  Glossop  Pownall,  Esq.,  C.B. 
of  Pulborough,  Sussex.  Not  numbered. 

The  Public  Record  Office,  London.  Letters  quoted  by  the  official 
designation  {Chatham  Papers;  War  Office)  and  reference  numbers. 
Autograph  letters  in  the  library  of  the. Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
London.  Not  numbered. 

Autograph  letters  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
England.  Quoted  by  registration  numbers.  (See  also  Hunter -Baillie  Coll. 
and  Stone  Coll.) 

Autograph  letter  in  the  possession  of  the  Lord  Rennell  of  Rodd. 
Letters  preserved  in  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society, 
London.  Quoted  by  numbers. 

Banks  letters  in  the  archives  and  in  the  Lindley  Library  of  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Society. 

Autograph  letters  in  the  Rhodes  House  Library,  Oxford.  Quoted  by 
registration  numbers. 

Banks  Correspondence  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Institution  of  Great 
Britain,  London.  Not  numbered. 
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Royal  Mint  Records 

R.S. 

R.S.;  B. 

R.S.;  Cook 

R.S.;  Greenwich 

R.S.;  L.  &  P. 

R.S. ;  Letters,  1737-83 

R.S. ;  Letters,  1784-87 
R.S. ;  Letters,  1787-99 
R.S.;  Misc.  MSS. 

R.S.A. 

Ry lands  :  Eng.  MS. 

Sabin  Coll. 

Sheffield  City  Lib. 
Smith  Mem. 

Smith  Linn.  Coir. 

Smith  MSS. 

Sotheby 
Sotheran 
Stone  Coll. 

Swainson  Corr. 

Thomason 

Tregaskis 

V.  &  A.  Museum 

Vandelli 

Ward  MSS. 


Correspondence  of  William  Roscoe,  in  the  Public  Library,  Liverpool. 
Quoted  by  registration  numbers. 

Banks  letters  in  the  archives  of  the  Royal  Mint,  Tower  Hill,  London. 
Quoted  by  numbers  of  the  Record  Book. 

The  Royal  Society  of  London. 

Banks  and  Blagden  Correspondence  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Society. 
Quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

Letters  and  papers  concerning  the  medal  struck  by  the  Royal  Society  in 
honour  of  Capt.  Cook ;  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Society.  Quoted  by 
serial  numbers. 

Greenwich  Observatory  Letters  and  Papers  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal 
Society.  Quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

Letters  and  Papers  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Society.  Quoted  by 
decade  and  serial  numbers. 

A  volume  of  autograph  letters  so  lettered  in  the  library  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London.  Quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

A  volume  so  lettered.  Quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

A  volume  so  lettered.  Quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

Miscellaneous  autograph  letters  and  papers.  Quoted  by  file  and  serial 
numbers. 

The  Royal  Society  of  Arts.  Banks  letters  in  the  Society’s  Red  Book. 
Quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

Manuscripts  in  the  John  Rylands  Library,  Manchester.  Quoted  by 
numbers  and  folio. 

Autograph  letters  belonging  to  Sidney  F.  Sabin,  Esq.,  of  Chelsea.  Not 
numbered. 

Sheffield  City  Library.  Autograph  letters  quoted  by  registration  numbers. 
Memoir  and  Correspondence  of  the  late  Sir  James  Edward  Smith.  Edited  by 
Lady  Smith.  2  vols.  London,  1832. 

A  Selection  from  the  Correspondence  of  Linnaeus  and  other  Naturalists.  By 
Sir  James  Edward  Smith.  2  vols.  London,  1821. 

The  Correspondence  and  Papers  of  Sir  James  Edward  Smith  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Linnean  Society  of  London.  Quoted  by  volume  and  folio. 
Auction  Sale  Catalogues  of  Messrs.  Sotheby  &  Co.,  London. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  Henry  Sotheran  &  Co.,  Booksellers,  London. 

The  collection  of  autograph  letters  formed  by  the  late  T.  M.  Stone,  Esq., 
and  presented  by  him  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England. 
Quoted  by  serial  numbers. 

The  correspondence  of  William  Swainson,  F.R.S.,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Linnean  Society  of  London.  Mounted  in  4  vols.,  not  numbered. 
Memoirs  during  half  a  century.  By  Sir  Edward  Thomason.  2  vols. 
London,  1845. 

Catalogues  of  Messrs.  Tregaskis  &  Co.,  Booksellers,  London,  issued 
under  the  title  Caxton  Head  Bulletins. 

Manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum.  Quoted 
by  registration  numbers. 

An  autograph  letter  to  Banks  bound  up  with  drawings  of  plants  collected 
in  Brazil  by  J.  V.  de  Miranda.  In  the  Department  of  Botany,  B.M.(N.H.). 
Autograph  letters  collected  by  Nathaniel  Bagshaw  Ward,  F.R.S.,  in  the 
possession  of  the  Linnean  Society  of  London.  Bound  in  one  volume,  not 
numbered. 
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Webster  Coll. 
Wellcome 
Whitby 
Windsor  R.A. 
Worsley  MSS. 


Collection  of  autograph  letters  formed  by  Kenneth  A.  Webster,  Esq.,  of 
Hampstead.  Not  numbered. 

Banks  correspondence  in  the  Library  of  the  Wellcome  Historical  Medical 
Museum,  London.  Quoted  by  registration  numbers. 

Banks  and  Scoresby  correspondence  in  the  Whitby  Museum,  Yorkshire. 
Not  numbered. 

Letters  in  the  Royal  Archives,  Windsor  Castle.  Quoted  by  registration 
numbers. 

Manuscripts  and  correspondence  of  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  yth  Bart.,  in 
the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Yarborough.  Quoted  by  volume  and  folio. 
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The  Banks  Letters 


CALENDAR 


ABBOT,  Charles, 
of  Commons 
i.  Ramsgate 


2.  [London] 


3.  Soho  Square 


4.  Palace  Yard 


5.  Palace  Yard 


6.  Palace  Yard 


7.  Palace  Yard 


afterwards  1st  Baron  Colchester  F.R.S.  (1757-1829).  Speaker  of  the  House 

1799  July  24  The  drawings  referred  to  in  the  report  made  by  Smeaton 
upon  the  alterations  to  London  Bridge  are  the  same  which  the  Committee 
wish  to  use  in  illustration  of  their  Report  to  Parliament  on  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Port  of  London ;  he  has  instructed  the  printer  to  wait  upon  B. 
to  ascertain  how  and  by  whom  he  wishes  his  drawings  to  be  copied  so  as 
not  to  expose  the  originals  to  damage ;  thanks  B.  for  the  assistance  he  has 
rendered.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  191 

1801  June  3  The  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  have  been  requested  by 
the  Commissioners  to  Public  Records  to  revise  and  complete  the  Catalogue 
of  Harleian  MSS. ;  Planta  had  an  extra  allowance  for  the  Catalogue  of 
Cotton  MSS. ;  [Thomas]  Astle  [Keeper  of  Records]  will  enquire  into  the 
fittest  person  to  undertake  the  work;  hopes  B.  will  support  the  proposal 
and  has  asked  Astle  to  confer  with  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  291-202 

D.T.C.  12.  148-149 

1805  May  3  *  [Richard  Payne]  Knight  ( q.v .)  is  indignant  at  the  torpidity 
of  the  Towneley  family  from  whom  he  can  obtain  no  answer,  though  he 
believes  the  offer  [of  the  Trustees  for  the  Towneley  Marbles]  will  be 
accepted ;  regrets  that  owing  to  illness  he  cannot  take  an  active  part  in  the 
affair.  D.T.C.  15.  375 

1805  May  16  Pitt  agrees  with  him  in  the  purchase  [of  the  Towneley 
Marbles]  but  thinks  the  initiative  should  be  taken  by  the  Trustees;  a 
petition  is  being  prepared  which  he  desires  B.  to  revise  into  a  form  to  which 
the  Towneley  family  will  agree  as  to  terms,  etc. ;  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  the  petition  will  be  referred  to  a  Committee  and  the  sum  voted  on 
their  reports ;  requests  B.  to  expedite  the  matter  and  obtain  a  written 
acquiescence  to  the  proposals.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  305-306 

D.T.C.  16.  12-13 

1805  May  17  Is  doubtful  whether  in  the  treaty  with  the  Towneley  family, 
the  nomination  of  two  trustees  should  be  given  as  well  as  the  money; 
thinks  it  better  avoided  without  prejudice  to  the  main  object,  as  it  will 
necessitate  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  will  cause  delay  and  expense ; 
would  like  to  meet  B.  at  the  Museum  to  discuss  it.  D.T.C.  16.  19 

1805  May  31  Will  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  to  make  pro¬ 
posals  to  the  Towneley  family,  and  on  obtaining  their  consent,  another 
meeting  must  be  held  to  sign  a  petition  to  Parliament,  then  will  follow  the 
Committee,  the  report,  the  vote  and  a  Bill  for  vesting  two  trusteeships  in 
the  family;  time  is  short,  and  an  intelligent  ambassador  is  needed  to  settle 
the  details  with  the  Towneley  family.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  307-308 

D.T.C.  16.  41-42 

1805  June  2  Encloses  draft  petition  for  B.’s  consideration,  also  copy  of 
an  extract  from  [Charles  Towneley’s]  will ;  hopes  to  be  able  to  produce  a 
definitive  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the  family  tomorrow. 

Kezv:  B.C.  2.  309 
D.T.C.  16.  43 
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Abbot,  Charles,  continued 

8.  Palace  Yard  1805  June  2  Since  sending  his  letter  of  this  date  has  received  B.’s  letter 

and  the  ratification  of  the  treaty;  he  will  have  the  petition  sealed  and 
present  it  to  the  House  on  5th  June;  thinks  a  catalogue  of  the  Towneley 
collection  should  be  produced  and  the  fullest  particulars  obtained  from 
R.  P.  Knight  to  show  its  value.  D.T.C.  16.  44-45 

9.  Soho  Square  1805  June  3  *  Has  seen  [Edward  Towneley]  Standish  in  whom  the 

collection  is  now  vested  who  has  concurred  in  all  the  measures  taken  and 
wishes  to  include  the  Bronzes  if  the  other  members  of  the  family  will 
agree;  desires  Butler  to  be  employed  to  carry  out  the  legal  part  of  the 
business;  a  Catalogue  will  be  furnished  immediately  and  Planta  should 
check  it  with  the  collection.  D.T.C.  16.  46-47 


10.  Palace  Yard  1805  June  4  He  thinks  it  will  be  creditable  to  the  Towneley  family  if  they 

add  the  Bronzes  to  the  Marbles ;  when  the  Committee  consider  the  valua¬ 
tion  of  £20,000,  it  would  be  satisfactory  if  Standish  were  to  give  some 
particulars  of  the  actual  cost  and  expense  of  the  collection  as  there  is  sure 
to  be  some  difference  of  opinion.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  310 

D.T.C.  16.  50 

11.  Palace  Yard  1805  June  5  [Wednesday  evening]  Informs  B.  that  the  petition  was 

presented  to-day  to  the  House  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls ;  it  was  favourably 
received  and  a  Committee  has  been  appointed;  has  desired  Planta  to 
attend  upon  the  Committee.  [See  Planta,  J.  No.  8.]  D.T.C.  16.  52 


12.  Palace  Yard  1805  June  5  [Wednesday  night]  Thanks  B.  for  the  account  of  his  negotia¬ 

tions  about  the  Bronzes ;  Standish  seems  to  take  a  liberal  view  but  seems 
to  consider  his  uncle  inexorable.  D.T.C.  16.  51 

13.  Palace  Yard  1805  June  20  Sends  the  Report  of  the  Museum  Committee;  the  money 

will  be  paid  to-morrow;  the  Committee  consider  that  some  alterations  to 
the  building  will  be  necessary ;  for  this  subject  a  new  committee  has  been 
set  up  including  six  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  are  also 
Trustees  and  they  will  report  separately  on  the  building. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  312 
D.T.C.  16.  64 


14.  Palace  Yard  1805  June  30  Is  pleased  that  the  Museum  building  is  to  be  finished  on  a 
practical  plan ;  the  money  bill  for  the  payment  for  the  Towneley  Collection 
was  framed  so  that  the  Treasury  would  pay  the  sum  to  the  Trustees  who 
would  afterwards  pay  the  Towneley  trustees;  Standish  desires  the  money 
to  be  paid  directly  to  John  Towneley  in  part  discharge  of  a  mortgage  on  the 
estates  and  this  has  been  agreed  to ;  a  day  has  been  fixed  for  payment,  but 
he  thinks  that  the  money  should  not  be  handed  over  until  the  collection  has 
been  delivered ;  the  bill  should  be  amended  to  the  effect  that  payment  will 
be  made  upon  the  Treasury  receiving  a  certificate  from  the  Trustees  that 
the  collection  has  been  received  into  their  possession ;  desires  B.  to  put  this 
before  Standish;  desires  B.  to  meet  him  and  [Hans]  Sloane  [a  Trustee]  at 
the  British  Museum  to  consider  the  revision  of  the  manuals  of  the  duties 
of  the  staff.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  313-314 

D.T.C.  16.  74-76 
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ABBOT,  Rev.  Charles  (1761-1817).  Naturalist 

1.  Bedford  1797  Sept.  21  Having  only  recently  begun  the  study  of  Lepidoptera,  and 
not  having  the  necessary  books  for  determining  species,  he  sends  a  full 
description  of  a  Papilio  which  he  thinks  must  be  very  rare,  if  not  unknown. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  1 12 


ABEL,  Clarke,  F.R.S.  (1780-1826).  Surgeon  and  Botanist 

1.  Portsmouth  1 8 r 6  Feb.  8  Introduces  his  friend  King,  who  was  Senior  Wrangler  at 

Cambridge  in  1808,  who  is  a  good  mathematician  and  has  studied  medicine 
and  surgery;  Capt.  Bowles  of  Amphion  is  about  to  sail  for  the  River  La 
Plata  and  will  penetrate  as  far  as  possible  into  the  country  and  wishes  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  naturalist,  to  whom  every  facility  for  collecting  would  be 
given.  D.T.C.  19.  237-238 

2.  [Soho  1816  Feb.  10  *  Notwithstanding  the  pains  taken  by  the  gardeners 

Square]  attached  to  Lord  Macartney’s  mission,  little  is  known  of  the  botany  of 

China ;  gives  detailed  advice  and  instruction  on  the  plants  to  be  sought  and 
preserved  during  Lord  Amherst’s  mission;  discussion  of  Chinese  methods 
of  horticulture,  and  of  various  plants,  shrubs  and  trees  successfully  culti¬ 
vated  in  China,  and  those  of  which  specimens  are  desired  in  England. 

D.T.C.  19.  239-245 


ACHARIUS,  Erik  (1757-1819).  Botanist 

1.  Wadstena  1803  Apl.  28  Offers  for  B’s  acceptance  “a  small  contribution  to  botanical 
science.”  [Latin.]  [The  work  is  probably  his  Methodus  .  .  .  Lichenes. 
Stockholm,  1803.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  332 

A’COURT,  William  (1779-1860).  Secretary  of  the  Legation  at  Naples 

1.  Naples  1802  Aug.  25  Having  heard  from  Lambert  that  B.  wants  Papyrus  plants 

he  has  shipped  a  box  containing  a  flower,  some  seeds,  and  a  bale  of  plants 
by  William ,  Capt.  Robert  Haslewood ;  he  expects  some  young  plants  from 
Sicily,  and  will  send  them  to  B.  when  they  arrive. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  44 


ADAIR,  Sir  Robert  (1763-1855).  Diplomatist 

1.  Great  Marl-  1802  July  7  He  desires  B.  to  add  to  his  List  of  Subscribers  to  the  memorial 
borough  St.  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  names  of  Lord  Melbourne,  50  guineas, 
and  Lady  Melbourne,  10  guineas;  urges  the  speedy  publication  of  the  list 
of  subscribers.  Wellcome.  67766.  (12) 


ADAMICH,  A.  L. 

1.  Newport  1812  Jan.  18  Sends  B.  the  last  volume  of  the  Flora  Austriaca  which  has 

Street  been  entrusted  to  him  by  [the  author,  Nicolaus  Thomas]  Host  ( q.v .) ;  he 

intends  to  call  upon  B.  during  the  week.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  28 

ADAMS,  Dudley  (fl.  1760-1823).  Instrument  Maker 

1.  Charing  1792  July  21  He  has  completed  the  making  of  a  pair  of  Globes  to  be 

Cross  presented  by  Lord  Macartney  to  the  Emperor  of  China  on  behalf  of  the 

King;  invites  B.  and  his  friends  to  inspect  them  before  they  are  packed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  169 


5 


ADAMS,  John 
x.  Edmonton 


2.  Edmonton 


3.  Edmonton 


1782  Apl.  2  Encloses  an  essay  he  has  composed  on  the  supposition  that 
there  are  two  points  on  the  earth  colder  than  the  poles:  “excuse  the  pre¬ 
sumption  of  a  man  whose  youth  was  spent  in  a  smith’s  shop  and  at  sea.” 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  141-142 
D.T.C.  2.  109-111 

1786  Jan.  16  A  gentleman  in  the  Portuguese  Service  has  procured  two 
unicorn’s  horns  and  affirms  that  the  animal  is  not  uncommon  in  the 
East;  the  natives  are  said  to  regard  these  horns  as  an  antidote  to  poison 
and  say  that  the  beast  dips  its  horn  into  water  to  test  its  purity  before 
drinking;  a  nation  of  white  Ethiopians  is  said  to  exist  south  of  Benguella; 
“one  of  the  unicorn  horns  will  be  here  in  less  than  a  month,  it  is  a  cone 
30  odd  inches  long,  as  thick  as  my  thigh  at  the  Base,  to  which  adheres 
part  of  the  scxdl,  skin,  and  hair”.  D.T.C.  5.  8-9 

1786  Jan.  24  B.  will  see  the  unicorn’s  horn  as  soon  as  it  arrives;  Colson 
its  owner,  will  call  upon  him;  describes  an  electrical  phenomenon  and 
offers  to  exhibit  an  experiment,  “but  since  my  failure  at  your  house  con¬ 
cerning  a  perfect  Vacuum,  I  almost  despair  ...  of  discovering  novelty”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  51 
D.T.C.  5.  12-13 


ADAMS,  Joseph,  M.D.  (1756-1818).  Physician 

1.  Madeira  1803  Jan.  20  Describes  a  case  of  worms  in  the  heart  of  a  dog. 

R.S. ;  L.  &  P.  Dec.  12.  91 


AD  ANSON,  Michel,  F.R.S.  (1727-1806).  Botanist  and  Explorer 

1.  Paris  1772  Jan.  20  Solicits  B.  to  procure  either  from  the  King  or  himself  1,000 

subscriptions  for  his  projected  work  on  Natural  History,  which  is  to  con¬ 
sist  of  30,000  engravings  in  120  folio  volumes.  [Endorsed  by  B. :  “Mr. 
Adanson:  account  of  his  intended  work”.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  7-8 


ADDINGTON,  Henry,  Viscount  Sidmouth  (1757-1844).  Statesman 

1.  — -  — ,  —  Three  papers  relating  to  Trigonometrical  Survey,  including  a 

letter  from  Addington  and  notes  by  B.  Tregaskis,  10.  143 

A  DYE,  Stephen  Payne  (d.  1794).  Major,  Royal  Artillery 

1.  [New  York]  1773  - —  Account  of  the  Electric  Eel  exhibited  by  him  at  Philadelphia 

and  New  York.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  9-10 


AFZELIUS,  Adam,  F.R.S.  (1750-1837).  Botanist 

1.  [London]  1791  Dec.  28  *  Draft  by  B.  of  the  resolution  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of 

the  Sierra  Leone  Company  appointing  Afzelius  as  Botanist  in  Sierra  Leone 
and  the  terms  of  his  service.  [See  Wilberforce,  William.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  58 

2.  Free  Town,  1792  July  2  Reports  the  bad  conditions  in  Free  Town;  there  is  a  lack  of 
Sierra  Leone  houses  and  of  other  facilities  for  settlers ;  under  his  present  conditions,  he 

is  prevented  from  collecting  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  165-166 

D.T.C.  8.  29-30 
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Afzelius,  Adam,  continued 


3.  Free  Town 
Sierra  Leone 


4.  Free  Town, 
Sierra  Leone 


1792  Dec.  30  Fie  is  sending  seeds  and  living  plants  by  Felicity,  Capt. 
Wickham;  Governor  Clarkson  is  sailing  in  the  same  ship  and  promises 
proper  care  and  delivery  of  the  specimens ;  he  has  procured  a  house  and  he 
is  much  indebted  to  Clarkson  for  this  and  other  facilities. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  190-191 
D.T.C.  8.  141 

1793  Mar.  6  By  Good  Intent,  Capt.  Buckle,  he  is  sending  seeds,  dried 

plants  and  bulbs;  Lowes,  Surgeon  to  the  Company,  sails  in  the  same 
vessel  and  promises  to  take  care  of  the  specimens ;  he  has  made  good 
collections  of  plants  with  many  new  species.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  92 


5.  Soho  Square 


6.  Plymouth 


7.  Free  Town 


8.  Free  Town 


9.  Free  Town 


10.  Soho  Square 


1793  Apl.  8  *  Reports  that  the  specimens  sent  by  Felicity  have  arrived, 

but  severely  damaged  by  frost ;  they  have  been  sent  to  Kew ;  the  bulbs  are 
uninjured  but  have  not  yet  sprouted;  the  observations  on  the  country 
should  be  valuable  to  the  Directors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Co.,  but  he  regrets 
that  they  consider  the  sending  of  plants  an  infringement  of  his  agreement, 
and  thinks  he  should  be  given  a  free  hand ;  announces  the  death  of  William 
Aiton,  who  is  succeeded  at  Kew  by  his  son ;  Bauer  is  proceeding  with  his 
engravings  of  Kew  plants.  D.T.C.  8.  193-195 

1794  Feb.  19  He  has  arrived  at  Plymouth  and  thanks  B.  for  his  introduc¬ 
tions  ;  he  is  at  present  kept  on  board  by  illness ;  describes  the  voyage  and 
arrangements  for  returning  to  Sierra  Leone.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  248 

D.T.C.  9.  7-8 

1794  May  11  He  sailed  from  Torbay  on  20th  March  and  arrived  in  Free 
Town,  22nd  April ;  the  condition  of  the  Colony  has  improved  since  he  left ; 
Governor  Dawes  has  returned  to  England  with  a  large  collection  of  plants ; 
Watt,  a  planter,  has  returned  from  an  expedition  to  Foolah’s  Country  and 
brought  back  eight  men  from  the  interior;  they  are  strict  Mahommedans 
and  superior  in  mind  and  person  to  the  natives  of  the  coast,  speaking 
Arabic  and  two  native  dialects ;  he  has  prepared  a  piece  of  ground  for  the 
cultivation  of  useful  and  rare  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  264-265 

D.T.C.  9.  48-50 

1794  Aug.  4  Encloses  a  letter  from  John  Gray  ( q.v .),  a  friend  of  Watt, 
and  recommends  him  as  a  suitable  person  for  African  exploration. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  275 
D.T.C.  9.  79-80 

1794  Nov.  13  Reports  that  he  is  reduced  to  great  distress,  a  French 

squadron  having  attacked  Free  Town  on  28th  April;  the  Governor  was 
compelled  to  surrender  and  the  town  was  wantonly  destroyed ;  he  fled  to 
the  woods  and  lost  all  his  goods  by  exposure  to  weather  and  theft  by  the 
natives;  botanical  specimens  were  thrown  overboard  by  the  French;  other 
settlements  have  also  been  destroyed;  he  has  rescued  the  drawings  of 
plants  lent  by  B.  except  two,  but  a  large  portion  of  his  journal,  his  micro¬ 
scopes  and  his  books  are  lost.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979-  282-285 

D.T.C.  9.  116-123 

1795  Feb.  17  *  He  is  much  grieved  by  the  news  of  the  French  raid  and 
hopes  for  the  honour  of  human  nature  it  was  not  authorized  by  the 
National  Convention ;  he  will  send  out  new  supplies  and  will  honour  any 
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Afzelius,  Adam,  continued 


ii.  Free  Town 


12.  Free  Town 


13.  Free  Town 


14.  Free  Town 


15.  Free  Town 

16.  Uppsala 


17.  Uppsala 


18.  Uppsala 


bills  drawn  on  him ;  as  there  is  danger  of  further  attacks,  he  advises  him  to 
return  to  England.  D.T.C.  9.  197-198 

1795  Mar.  13  By  the  Flora  which  sailed  on  29th  Nov.  last,  he  sent  news 
of  the  plight  to  which  Free  Town  is  reduced  after  the  attack  by  the  French ; 
having  lost  his  stores  of  paper,  etc.,  he  cannot  do  any  more  collecting ;  he  is 
sending  him  by  Swallow  50  species  of  seeds ;  he  has  not  received  a  letter 
from  London  for  a  year.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  120 

1795  June  3  The  bottles  and  collecting  materials  sent  by  B.  have  been 
safely  received ;  his  necessities  also  have  now  been  relieved ;  he  has  already 
sent  off  to  B.  50  species  of  African  seeds.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  14-15 

D.T.C.  9.  219-220 

1795  July  13  He  has  sent  by  Amy ,  Capt.  Price,  5  parcels  of  dried  plants, 
addressed  respectively  to  B.,  the  Directors  of  the  Company,  Forster,  Smith 
and  Thunberg;  he  has  also  sent  a  consignment  of  zoological  specimens; 
expresses  his  deep  gratitude  to  B.  for  making  good  his  losses. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  124 

1796  Feb.  4  He  is  still  detained,  with  no  prospect  of  leaving  for  some 

time;  he  is  spending  his  time  augmenting  his  collections  and  writing 
descriptions  of  about  300  species ;  he  sent  another  consignment  on  1st  Nov. 
last  by  Herald,  Capt.  Viles.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  134 

1796  Apl.  22  Informs  B.  that  he  will  be  able  to  return  in  the  brig  Eliza, 
to  sail  next  month,  and  hopes  to  reach  England  in  June.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  139 

1799  Dec.  13  He  has  been  unable  to  write  sooner  owing  to  illness  arising 
from  the  change  of  climate ;  he  intends  to  publish  a  Flora  et  Fauna  Guineen- 
sis  and  asks  B.  for  specimens  if  he  receives  any  more  from  Sierra  Leone; 
he  would  like  extracts  from  Dr.  Winterbottom’s  Meteorological  Journal 
now  in  B.’s  hands;  discusses  the  range  of  the  Tulip-tree  and  Cedar; 
Thunberg  has  finished  his  Flora  Capensis.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  1-2 

1800  Dec.  9  Thanks  B.  for  Vol.  4  of  his  Library  Catalogue,  he  has  sent 

some  books  for  B.  directed  to  T.  T.  Forster  of  Threadneedle  Street;  asks 
B.  to  help  to  procure  a  Gasometer  for  the  University;  Forster  will  pay  for 
it  and  pack  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  3-4 

1801  Feb.  27  As  communication  between  England  and  Sweden  is  now 
so  difficult,  requests  B.  to  send  the  Gasometer  in  charge  of  Dr.  Schultzen 
if  it  is  ready  before  he  departs;  recommends  Kulberg  who  is  going  to 
England  for  some  years  and  would  like  to  \^ork  for  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  5-6 


AGAR,  John  Samuel  (fl.  1770-1835).  Engraver 

1.  London  1812  Apl.  16  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  for  the  memorial  to  the  late 

Duke  of  Bedford  appointing  Agar  to  execute  drawings  and  engravings  of 
the  statue  and  the  bas-reliefs  in  two  plates  for  the  sum  of  £3 1 5  ;  the  finished 
plates  ready  for  printing  to  be  delivered  by  Lady-day  1814  under  Westma- 
cott’s  guarantee ;  one-half  of  the  fee  to  be  paid  on  delivery  of  a  proof  of  the 
etching,  and  one-half  on  delivery  of  a  proof  of  the  finished  plates. 

D.T.C.  18.  155 

2.  Stafford  PL,  1816  Mar.  5  He  encloses  Dixon’s  estimate  for  printing  the  two  plates  of 

Pimlico  the  Duke  of  Bedford  statue.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  38 
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Agar,  John  Samuel,  continued 


3.  Stafford  PL, 
Pimlico 

4.  Stafford  PL, 
Pimlico 


1816  June  1 1  Encloses  the  bill  for  printing,  the  receipt  for  engraving  the 
lettering  and  Westmacott’s  acknowledgement  of  having  received  the  prints 
and  the  engraved  copper  plates.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  40 

1816  June  11  Receipt  for  draft  for  £55  ns.  2d.  on  Messrs  Hammersley 
&  Co.  on  account  of  the  engraving  and  the  plates. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  41 


AGNEW,  F.  Naturalist 


1.  Castle 
Braham 

2.  Stornaway 

3.  Stornaway 


1787  Oct.  22  Reports  progress  of  his  collecting  on  the  expedition  with 
Lord  Seaforth.  [ See  Mackenzie,  F.  PI.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  151 

1788  Aug.  25  A  long  series  of  delays  and  disappointments  have  retarded 
the  expedition,  which  after  delay  in  the  Orkneys,  now  awaits  Lord  Sea¬ 
forth  to  join,  but  he  has  not  yet  arrived.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  201 

1790  Apl.  27  As  Lord  Seaforth  informed  him  that  he  would  communi¬ 
cate  anything  of  importance  to  B.,  has  not  written  himself;  regrets  the 
trifling  results  of  the  expedition  and  states  the  reasons ;  better  results  might 
be  obtained  in  marine  zoology  if  he  were  permanently  resident  on  the 
coast;  has  made  many  drawings;  Lord  S.  is  mainly  interested  in  adding 
birds  to  his  collection,  and  intends  to  proceed  to  Shetland  and  Orkney. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  28-29 


AIT  ON,  Elizabeth.  Wife  of  William  Aiton. 

1.  Kew  1793  July  29  The  death  of  her  husband  has  left  her  and  her  children  in 

distressed  circumstances ;  she  is  very  grateful  for  the  appointment  of  her 
son  [William  Townsend  Aiton,  q.v.]  to  succeed  his  father  at  Kew  and  for 
many  favours  from  B. ;  she  is  presenting  a  petition  for  assistance  and  begs 
B.  to  lay  it  before  the  King.  Windsor,  R.A.  7244 

AITON,  William  (1731-1793).  Royal  Gardener,  Kew 

1.  Kew  [1780  May  20]  Informs  B.  that  Cornus  florida  is  in  flower  in  Lady 

Galloway’s  garden  in  Sion  Lane;  “it  is  well  worth  a  persons  going  a  hun¬ 
dred  miles  to  see  it’’.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  120 

AITON,  William  Townsend  (1766-1849).  Royal  Gardener,  Kew 

1.  Kew  1800  Apl.  2  Bias  planted  the  seeds  from  Barbary  sent  by  B.  in  a  hot-bed ; 

has  waited  on  Baron  Milius  who  will  give  him  notice  when  the  messenger 
sets  out  for  the  plants  for  the  Princess  of  Wtirttemberg;  has  packed  a  box 
with  a  parcel  of  seeds  of  311  kinds,  and  has  prepared  a  hamper  of  plants. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  230 

2.  Kew  1801  Apl.  3  Encloses  copy  of  the  legal  opinion  on  the  validity  of  the 

bequest  in  the  will  of  —  Robertson  to  endow  a  Botanic  Garden,  on  the  case 
put  by  the  executors  to  Counsel.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  281 

3.  Kew  1801  May  27  Acknowledges  seeds  sent  by  B. ;  encloses  further  legal 

papers  on  the  Robertson  will.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  280 

4.  Kew  1802  July  16  The  consignment  of  plants  from  the  Cape  has  arrived  in 

fair  order;  Middlemiss  has  called  and  given  a  list  of  the  20  packages  of 
living  plants,  a  case  of  seeds  and  fibres  and  a  basket  of  bulbs;  the  last- 
named  were  collected  for  himself  at  his  own  expense ;  of  these  he  will 
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allot  some  to  Kew  and  sell  the  rest,  also  asks  for  duplicates  of  the  living 
plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  40-41 

5.  [Soho  1802  July  17  *  Is  glad  to  hear  plants  have  arrived  and  that  Middlemiss 


Square] 

makes  no  direct  claims  on  them,  as  the  freight  was  paid  by  Government 
and  the  whole  shipped  as  presents  to  the  King;  it  will  be  improper  to  give 
up  anything  as  a  right  but  he  is  inclined  to  give  M.  all  that  can  be  spared  as 
a  reward  for  his  care  of  them  on  the  voyage,  but  not  to  part  with  all  the 
duplicates;  all  the  seeds  should  be  given  up  to  him,  but  nothing  is  to  be 
moved  until  B.  has  seen  them ;  he  will  call  after  visiting  Kent  and  the  Royal 
Observatory.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  40.  10. 

6.  Kew 

1802  Aug.  13  [To  Daniel  Rice,  Weymouth],  Sends  fruit  of  the  new 

Black  Apricot  from  B.’s  garden  at  Spring  Grove  to  be  shown  to  the  King 
as  quite  new  to  any  table  in  Britain ;  asks  that  it  be  marked  with  B.’s  name 
so  that  it  may  “appear  distinctly  before  their  Majesties”. 

D.T.C.  13.  226 

7.  Kew 

1802  Oct.  9  Reports  that  the  King  came  alone  into  the  Botanic  Garden 

and  made  his  usual  enquiries  after  B.’s  health ;  H.M.  is  very  pleased  about 
the  Spanish  sheep  and  expects  B.  to  provide  a  shepherd,  whom  he  pre¬ 
sumes  will  be  a  Lincolnshire  man.  D.T.C.  13.  271-272 

8.  Soho  Square  1802  Dec.  21  *  He  has  seen  Lord  Hawkesbury  who  states  that  Frere 
has  not  yet  presented  his  credentials  to  the  Court  of  Spain  owing  to  its 


9.  Kew 

absence  from  Madrid;  Lord  H.  will  do  his  utmost  to  obtain  permission  for 
Carr  to  proceed ;  thinks  that  the  letters  in  Cobbett’s  journal  were  written 
by  Woodford  who  was  violently  angry  at  the  return  to  France  of  the 
specimens  collected  by  the  expedition  sent  to  search  for  La  Perouse. 

D.T.C.  13.  337-338 

[1803  Apl.  18]  Has  read  the  papers  sent  by  B.  to  William  Kerr  ( q.v .); 

“his  satisfaction  of  them  is  in  the  extreme”;  is  sending  Kerr  to  call  upon 
B.  to  receive  his  instructions  [for  his  expedition  to  China]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  96 

10.  Kew 

1803  Apl.  19  Kerr’s  instructions  are  quite  explicit;  he  will  go  to  the  ship 

to-morrow  and  put  the  plants  on  board ;  he  has  advanced  him  money. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  99 

11.  Kew 

1803  May  15  Sends  a  sprig  from  a  Betal  plant  from  the  Royal  Botanic 

Garden  at  Hanover;  acknowledges  gifts  from  B.  to  Kew;  when  the  King 
visited  the  garden  he  mentioned  B.’s  letter  of  instructions,  which  H.M. 
read  and  discussed  and  expressed  his  appreciation  of  B.’s  exertions. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  105 

12.  Kew 

1803  Sept.  9  Informs  B.  that  1' Union,  a  French  vessel  captured  by 

privateers,  has  arrived  in  the  Thames  with  a  large  quantity  of  Guinea 
plants  in  140  tubs,  “intended  as  a  present  to  Madame  Bonaparte,  Tally- 
rant  (sic)  &  that  Company”;  is  trying  to  secure  them  for  Kew.  [See 
Deschamps,  L.  A.,  Gabriel,-,  and  Martin  J.]  D.T.C.  14.  120-122 

13.  Kew 

1803  Sept.  14  Reports  that  the  Guinea  plants  have  arrived  at  Kew  in 

three  barges,  and  a  temporary  house  is  being  erected  for  them  until  the 
decrees  of  the  Admiralty  are  known ;  begs  B.  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  pro¬ 
cure  them  permanently  for  Kew ;  expects  that  the  King  will  view  them  to¬ 
morrow.  D.T.C.  14.  123-124 
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14.  [Kew 


15.  [Soho 
Square] 


16.  Kew 


17.  Kew 


18.  Kensington 
Gardens 


19.  Kew 


20.  Kew 


21.  [Soho 
Square] 

22.  Kew 


23.  [Soho 
Square] 


1803]  Oct.  4  Reports  that  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Kent  requests  that  B. 
will  promote  the  interests  of  his  late  gardener,  Michael  Dalton,  settling  in 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia;  suggests  that  Halifax  should  be  made  a  depot  for 
plants  from  Bermuda  and  Bahamas  and  for  plants  collected  by  Dalton ;  as 
the  Governor,  Gen.  Bowyer  (q.v.),  is  not  friendly  to  Botany,  asks  B.  to  write 
to  him.  [See  Edward  Augustus,  H.R.H.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  264-265 
D.T.C.  14.  152-153 

1805  May  21  *  Sends  a  list  of  plants  given  to  him  by  Lord  Blandford 
who  demanded  them  in  rather  a  peremptory  manner;  “you  and  I  must  do 
our  duty  to  the  King  without  partiality  to  my  Lord’’  by  giving  him  only 
such  plants  as  can  be  spared.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  67 

1805  July  16  Sends  a  list  of  plants  that  can  be  spared  from  Kew  for  the 
Marquis  of  Blandford;  if  B.  approves,  he  will  deliver  them  to  his  Lord¬ 
ship’s  agent.  [See  Churchill,  G.  S.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  16 

1806  Apl.  13  Sends  list  of  plants  ordered  by  B.  which  have  been  sent  on 
board  Thames  for  China;  carpenters  have  been  sent  to  repair  the  plant- 
cabin  and  a  gardener  to  take  charge  of  the  plants  until  the  ship  sails ;  the 
seaman  in  charge  of  them  on  the  voyage  is  to  have  a  reward  of  5  gns. 
for  their  safe  delivery  to  Kerr ;  is  expecting  a  visit  from  the  King  to  Kew. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  233 

1807  Apl.  7  Has  left  his  packet  for  William  Kerr  at  Soho  Square  for  B. 
to  read  the  letter  and  list  of  plants;  has  also  enclosed  £100  on  account  of 
Kerr’s  salary  and  mentioned  the  sums  advanced  to  him  by  B. ;  the  vinery 
will  soon  be  ready  for  B.’s  inspection.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  246-247 

1807  May  14  Passes  as  correct  the  account  of  George  Tod  for  the  supply 
and  delivery  of  a  new  vinery  erected  at  Revesby;  marked,  “approved  as  a 
just  account,”  and  signed.  Hill  Coll.  2.  11 

1807  Nov.  21  [To  William  Price,  q.v.]  On  instructions  from  B.  he  has 
sent  a  pair  of  black  swans,  brought  from  New  South  Wales  by  Governor 
King,  which  have  been  lodged  at  Kew;  sends  also  a  “dwarf  old  man  tree” 
which  has  been  in  the  family  of  Puankhequa  (q.v.)  at  Canton  for  a  hundred 
years,  and  was  given  to  [David]  Lance  (q.v.)  as  a  present  for  the  Queen. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  261 

1810  Mar.  22  *  Encloses  a  letter  of  19  Mar.  from  Daniel  Rutherford 
(q.v.).  Edinb.  Notes.  3.  294 

1814  May  29  Reminds  B.  that  before  the  King’s  illness  H.M.  promoted 
the  sending  of  collectors  to  obtain  plants  for  Kew ;  asks  whether  this  prac¬ 
tice  can  be  resumed,  as  South  Africa,  America  and  New  Holland  are  rich 
fields  to  explore;  suggests  that  B.  should  take  up  the  matter  with  the 
Prince  Regent,  as  he  has  several  suitable  men  in  view.  [Kew  Bull.  1891, 
307.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  60 

D.T.C.  19.  36-37 

1814  June  7  *  Regrets  that  war  conditions  render  it  almost  impossible  to 
obtain  living  plants  from  foreign  countries  to  the  great  loss  of  H.M. 
Botanic  Garden;  a  treaty  with  France  would  reopen  the  possibility;  the 
Austrian  Emperor  sent  collectors  for  his  garden  at  Schonbrunn,  “the  only 
rival  of  Kew  I  am  acquainted  with”;  if  the  Prince  Regent  will  permit  it, 


Aiton,  William  Townsend,  continued 

considers  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  New  South  Wales  and  Buenos  Ayres 
as  good  places  for  collecting.  [Kezv  Bull.,  1891,  307.]  D.T.C.  19.  40-41 

24.  [Revesby  1814  Sept.  18  *  Sends  Treasury  letter  authorising  the  expenditure  for 


Abbey] 

the  expedition  of  Bowie  and  Cunningham,  (qq.v.),  and  gives  orders  to  set 
about  the  necessary  equipment.  [See  Harrison,  Sir  George,  No.  3.] 

D.T.C.  19.  75-76 

25.  Kew  1814  Oct.  1  Has  executed  B.’s  orders  as  to  the  equipment  of  Bowie  and 


26.  [Soho 

Square 

Cunningham,  and  has  lodged  them  on  board  H.M.S.  Duncan ;  as  ordered 
by  the  Treasury,  he  has  obtained  from  the  Sec.  of  State’s  office  a  letter  of 
recommendation  to  Lord  Strangford,  Ambassador  to  Brazil,  and  has  also 
one  for  Sir  John  Beresford;  the  official  instructions  have  been  handed  to 
the  tw'o  botanists  and  he  has  retained  a  copy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  63 
D.T.C.  19.  77-78 

1814]  Nov.  23  *  Informs  him  that  a  ship  for  Ceylon  will  leave  in  about  a 

month.  R.H.S.,  Bindley  Lib. 

AJAUTIER,  T. 
1.  Hatton 
Garden 

1799  Oct.  22  [To  Sir  Charles  Blagden,  enclosed  in  his  letter  to  B.  of 

24  Oct.  See  Blagden,  No.  256.]  Writer  saw  Blagden  several  times  during 
his  stay  in  Paris  at  the  house  of  his  mother-in-law  Mme  Delessert,  who 
sends  a  letter  from  De  la  Mettrie  to  B.  begging  his  good  offices  in  favour 
of  Dolomieu,  now  imprisoned  in  Sicily  for  alleged  treason  against  the  Order 
of  Malta.  D.T.C.  11.  298-299 

ALCHORNE,  Stanesby  (1727-1800).  Assay  Master,  Royal  Mint 

1.  Tower  1794  May  5  He  understands  that  a  new  earth,  known  as  Terra  australis 


2.  Tower 

has  been  discovered  and  that  B.  has  the  only  specimen  of  it;  he  under¬ 
stands  also  from  Dryander  that  he  might  be  “furnished  with  it  for  asking” ; 
requests  a  specimen  for  his  collection.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  262 

1794  May  7  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  a  specimen  of  the  new  earth  and  for 

the  accompanying  account  of  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  263 

ALDINI,  Giovanni  (1762-1834)  Physicist 


1.  [Bologna 

1802  — ]  [Received  29  Nov.  1802.]  Is  grateful  for  the  reading  of  his 

paper  on  galvanism  at  R.S. ;  hears  that  the  Royal  Institution  in  London 
would  be  a  suitable  place  in  which  to  carry  out  his  experiments  and  asks 
B.’s  advice.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  135 

2.  [Soho 

Square 

1802  Nov.  29]  *  As  the  state  of  his  health  confines  him  entirely  to  his 

room  is  unable  to  undertake  to  comply  with  his  request. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  135  vo. 

ALDRIDGE,  Thomas.  Secretary  to  Admiral  Douglas 

1.  Yarmouth  1806  Sept  30  Recalls  that  he  forwarded  in  1800  to  the  African  Assn,  the 
dispatches  of  Hornemann  ( q.v .) ;  is  Secretary  to  Vice-Adm.  Douglas, 
whose  son  Roddan  Thomas  Douglas  is  a  prisoner  at  Verdun  since  the  loss 
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of  H.M.S.  Shannon  of  which  he  was  a  Lieut.,  in  1800;  writes  on  behalf  of 
Vice-Adm.  Douglas  to  ask  B.  to  procure  his  liberation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  243 
D.T.C.  16.  329-330 

2.  [Revesby  1806  Oct.  4*  Since  he  received  a  rebuke  from  Lord  Howick  when  he 
Abbey]  interfered  on  behalf  of  Capt.  Milius,  he  has  lost  the  power  to  be  useful  to 

prisoners  of  war  and  declines  to  interfere.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  244 

D.T.C.  16.  331 

A  LET,  Comte  d\  Chamberlain  to  the  Margrave  of  Anspach 

1.  Brandenburg  1793  Mar.  11  Seeks  an  interview  with  B.  on  behalf  of  his  friend  [Michele] 

House,  Rosa  ( q.v .)  who  has  published  his  experiments  in  Vapeur  Animate  Ex- 

Condon  pansible  and  sent  copies  to  B. ;  now  hears  that  his  experiments  have  been 

repeated  and  adopted  in  English  Universities,  and  wishes  B.  to  confirm  the 
dates  of  his  letters  so  as  to  establish  his  priority.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  104-105 

2.  Brandenburg  1793  Mar.  17  Postpones  the  appointment  made  by  B.  on  account  of 

House  indisposition.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  106 

3.  [Soho  Square  1793  Mar.  — ]  *  On  inspecting  the  records  of  R.S.  he  finds  that  Rosa’s 

work  was  presented  in  1783;  the  translation  was  forwarded  to  him  by 
Mr.  Strange  also  in  1783  ;  it  is  therefore  evident  that  both  the  original  and 
the  translation  were  placed  in  the  library  of  R.S.  and  have  been  accessible 
to  Fellows  since  1783  and  accordingly  no  Oxford  professor  can  sustain  a 
claim  to  Rosa’s  discoveries  as  his  own.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  347 

ALEXANDER,  Du  Pre,  Earl  of  Caledon  (1777-1839).  Governor  of  Cape  of  Good  Hope 

1.  Cape  of  1810  June  20  Joseph  Brand  has  been  appointed  Deputy  Fiscal  at  Simons 

Good  Hope  Town,  “a  situation  of  high  respectability”;  in  view  of  B.’s  recommenda¬ 
tions,  will  take  an  opportunity  of  promoting  him.  [See  Brand,  John 
Joseph.]  Dawson  MS.  45.  28-29 

2.  Soho  Square  1810  Sept.  16*  Returns  thanks  for  the  favour  shown  to  his  protege; 

has  received  the  King’s  commands  to  send  a  collector  to  the  Cape  to 
obtain  plants  for  Kew;  hopes  that  help  from  local  funds  will  reduce  the 
charges  on  the  Privy  Purse ;  suggests  the  establishment  of  a  garden  and  the 
King’s  gardener  will  send  seeds  etc.  of  plants  useful  to  be  cultivated. 
[Copy  by  B.  written  in  the  margins  of  the  preceding.] 

Dazvson  MS.  45.  28-29 

ALLAMAND,  Jean  Nicolas  Sebastien,  F.R.S.  (1713-1787).  Botanist 

1.  Leiden  1773  Oct.  29  Has  received  a  visit  from  a  bookseller  of  Amsterdam,  who 

with  others  proposes  to  publish  a  French  edition  of  Hawkesworth’s 
Voyages  including  the  journals  of  Captains  Byron,  Wallis,  Carteret  and 
Cook.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  11-12 

2.  Leiden  1774  Dec.  27  Will  assist  B.’s  naturalist  to  obtain  a  passage  to  Surinam 

and  will  recommend  him  to  his  friends ;  hopes  that  experiments  will  be 
performed  on  live  Gymnotus,  the  electrical  organs  of  which  are  more 
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powerful  than  those  of  Torpedo ;  fears  difficulties  in  bringing  back  live 
specimens  and  suggests  it  may  be  easier  from  Senegal,  where  Adanson 
states  it  is  also  found.  [French']  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  45-46 

3.  Leiden  1776  Apl.  19  Refers  to  Colombo  resin  and  copal  and  to  the  plant  which 

produces  the  former;  Van  Royen  asked  for  details  from  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon  and  received  a  specimen  which  he  will  send  to  B. ;  impatiently 
awaiting  the  publication  of  the  account  of  Cook’s  latest  voyage  and  also 
B.’s  journal.  [ French .  ]  B.M.  Add  MS.  8094.  47-48 

4.  Leiden  1777  Oct.  17  Has  added  some  descriptions  of  animals  to  the  new  edition 

of  Buffon’s  work;  asks  for  news  of  B.’s  forthcoming  publications;  has 
found  some  of  the  books  asked  for  by  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  127-128 


5.  Leiden 


6.  Leiden 

7.  Leiden 


8.  Leiden 


9.  Leiden 


10.  Leiden 


11.  Soho  Square 


12.  Leiden 


1777  Nov.  21  Will  send  the  last  volume  of  the  new  edition  of  Buffon 
containing  the  greater  part  of  Adanson’s  additions.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  1 29-1 30 

1778  Mar.  20  Has  sent  the  last  volume  of  Buffon,  which  the  bookseller 

forgot,  by  sloop  King  George.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  13 1 

1778  Sept.  25  Returns  thanks  for  plates  of  B.’s  intended  work;  will  send 
the  additional  supplement  to  Buffon  containing  his  own  additions;  the 
collections  of  Gronovius  are  to  be  sold,  7  Oct. ;  the  most  important  item  is 
the  Herbarium,  but  several  plants  are  believed  to  have  been  stolen  and 
replaced  by  others ;  has  met  Mr.  Gardner  who  came  to  inspect  the  collec¬ 
tion.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  1 32-1 33 

1778  Dec.  25  Congratulates  B.  on  his  election  as  President  of  R.S. ;  does 
not  doubt  that  he  will  bring  an  end  to  the  disputes  over  lightning-con¬ 
ductors  ;  has  received  20  large  and  rare  animals  from  the  Cape ;  Van 
Royen  ( q.v .)  is  selecting  plants  to  send  to  B. ;  the  Herbarium  of  Gronovius 
has  been  bought  by  Lord  Bute.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  134-135 

1781  Mar.  2  Is  glad  in  spite  of  the  war  to  help  B.  to  recover  his  specimens 
from  the  ship  [General  Barker]  which  sank  off  Noordwijck;  has  seen  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  enlist  his  good  offices  also  Royer,  Sec.  to  States 
General,  acting  as  Receiver  of  Wreck;  has  hopes  of  finding  the  three  boxes 
of  dried  plants  and  Konig’s  manuscript  in  good  condition.  [French.] 
[See  Royer,  A.  H.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  1-2 

1781  Apl.  3  Has  heard  from  Royer  that  B.’s  box  of  plants  has  been 
salvaged  from  the  wreck,  and  as  soon  as  the  shells  and  Konig’s  dissertation 
have  been  found,  they  will  be  sent  to  B. ;  asks  if  it  is  true  that  from  Capt. 
Cook’s  manuscripts  the  King  judged  that  the  N.E.  passage  to  India  was 
practicable  and  that  B.  had  offered  to  undertake  it.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  3-4 

1781  Apl.  12  *  Thanks  him  for  the  kind  attention  he  has  paid  to  the 

miserable  relics  of  what  was  originally  a  valuable  collection  of  plants 
“swallowed  up  by  the  merciless  ocean”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  58 

1782  July  30  Has  entertained  Schultze  recommended  by  B.,  and  returns 
thanks  for  the  gift  of  the  book  he  brought;  hopes  that  the  war  between 
Britain  and  the  Netherlands  will  soon  end  and  looks  forward  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  B.’s  work  on  the  South  Sea  plants.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  56 


Allamand,  Jean  Nicolas  Sebastien,  continued 

13.  Leiden  1783  Sept.  23.  Although  not  fortunate  enough  to  see  it  himself,  he  has 

the  testimony  of  an  eye-witness  of  a  remarkable  ball  of  fire,  seen  on  18th 
Aug.  which  was  probably  the  same  phenomenon  as  that  observed  in 
London.  \French.\  R.  S.  Letters,  1737-83.  1 

14.  Leiden  1783  Nov.  8  Will  send  further  information  to  Shepherd  on  the  recent 

“igneous  phenomenon’’;  gives  news  of  Montgolfier’s  “globes”  [balloons] 
at  the  Hague  and  Rotterdam  and  he  will  be  present  at  the  Hague  when  they 
are  inflated ;  sends  this  letter  by  Chevalier  de  Pouilly.  [ French .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  116 

15.  Leiden  1785  Dec.  16  Asks  B.  to  befriend  the  two  Eckhardt  brothers  ( q.v .)  left 

in  poverty  by  the  death  of  their  father  whose  debts  they  wish  to  pay ;  the 
elder  expected  employment  as  he  was  a  friend  of  the  Grand-Pensionnaire 
and  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  the  younger,  an  able  mechanic,  has  successfully 
built  a  number  of  machines;  the  death  of  their  patron  before  they  were 
established  has  deprived  them  of  support  and  they  wish  to  try  their 
fortunes  in  England.  [French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  2-3 

16.  Leiden  1786  Jan.  13  Thanks  B.  for  his  kind  reply  respecting  the  Eckhardt 

brothers  whose  inventive  genius  merits  patronage ;  in  Holland  there  is 
genera]  regret  that  their  father’s  creditors  have  forced  them  to  leave  the 
country;  has  visited  Van  Royen,  but  it  seems  impossible  to  obtain  a  plant 
of  Conium  royeni.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  205 

17.  London  1786  June  16  *  Introduces  James  Edward  Smith  and  also  requests  A. 

to  introduce  Smith  to  Prof.  Van  Royen.  Smith  Memoir,  1.  149-150 


ALLAN,  Thomas  (1777-1833).  Mineralogist 

1.  Soho  Square  1815  Feb.  7*  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  his  book  [Miner alogical 

Nomenclature,  Edinb.  1814],  which  is  a  useful  addition  to  his  library:  is 
pleased  to  be  able  to  replace  the  volume  of  his  own  Library  Catalogue 
which  is  missing  from  the  set  in  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh ;  sends 
two  parcels  from  Vienna  and  requests  him  to  deliver  them  to  the  addressees 
in  Edinburgh.  Nat.  Lib.  Scotland,  MS.  581.  452 

2.  Soho  Square  1819  July  31  *  As  he  has  such  agreeable  recollections  of  the  time  he 

passed  in  Edinburgh,  he  would  not  take  it  amiss  if  a  Scotsman  were 
preferred  as  a  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Philosophy;  he  thinks,  however, 
that  [Charles]  Babbage  is  a  good  candidate,  and  unless  he  should  meet  with 
a  Scotsman  who  is  superior,  he  has  only  Babbage  in  mind.  [B.  had  been 
asked  to  recommend  a  candidate  for  the  vacant  post.] 

Sotheby,  18th  Feb.,  1957.  160 


ALLEN,  John  (1771-1843).  Historical  and  Political  Writer 

1.  Garden  1803  Nov.  24  Introduces  Michael  Pakozdy,  a  classical  scholar  who  is 

Court  publishing  a  translation  of  Ovid  into  Greek;  he  is  now  visiting  London 

whence  he  will  go  to  Oxford  and  to  Cambridge. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  132 

ALLIONI,  Carlo,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1725-1804).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Turin  1785  Apl.  6  His  book  is  nearly  ready  and  he  would  appreciate  B.’s  help 

in  making  it  known  in  England ;  if  some  bookseller  would  take  a  number  of 
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All i oni,  Carlo,  continued 

copies,  he  would  supply  them  at  a  special  price ;  as  soon  as  it  is  published 
will  send  B.  two  copies.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  5 

1785  July  27  Didot,  the  Paris  bookseller,  is  sending  two  copies  of  his 

Flora  Pedemontana,  one  for  B.  and  one  for  R.S. ;  hopes  that  scholars  will  be 
indulgent  on  account  of  the  size  of  the  work  and  his  bad  state  of  health. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  4 

1786  Jan.  11  Is  delighted  that  B.  approves  his  work,  but  thinks  his  indul¬ 

gence  is  in  sympathy  for  his  poor  health  and  eyesight ;  hopes  to  be  able  to 
send  specimens  for  B.’s  herbarium;  thanks  B.  for  Reliquiae  Houstounianae 
sent  by  Vahl;  has  not  had  a  letter  from  Helmesly,  [Peter  Elmsley,  book¬ 
seller],  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  206 

1793  Nov.  13  Has  instructed  Elmsley  the  bookseller  to  send  to  B.  three 
copies  of  his  work  on  Miliary  Fever  and  Conspectus  Morhorum,  etc.,  one 
copy  of  each  for  himself,  one  to  R.S.  and  one  for  R.  Society  of  Edinburgh. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  31 1 

ALLIWELL,  Robert  (fl.  1800-1818).  Farmer  and  Schoolmaster  at  Revesby 

1.  Revesby  1800  Dec.  27  Expresses  the  thanks  and  appreciation  of  all  to  whom  he  had 

distributed  B.’s  charity  of  rice.  [See  Roberts,  James.]  Hill  Coll.  1.  9 

2.  Revesby  1803  Oct.  10  Having  received  notice  to  quit  his  holding  at  Revesby,  asks 

B.  to  withdraw  it  as  he  has  always  been  a  good  tenant  and  has  spent  his  own 
money  in  improving  the  buildings.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  30-31 


2.  Turin 


3.  Turin 


4.  Turin 


ALSTROEMER,  Claudius.  (Clas)  (1736-1794) 

1.  Gasewad-  1792  Sept.  18  Recommends  to  B.  Charles  Rutstrom  who  has  been  a  pupil 
holm,  Goth-  of  Linnaeus  the  Younger  and  of  Thunberg;  he  has  assisted  the  writer  for 
enburg  two  years  with  his  library  and  collections  and  wishes  to  study  in  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  107 


ALSTROEMER,  Johan,  F.R.S.  (1742-1786).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  Alingras  1781  Apl.  29  Congratulates  B.  on  his  baronetcy;  has  sent  him  two  live 

hares  and  a  specimen  of  Schoenus  ferrugineus ;  also  all  the  published  maps 
of  Sweden  and  some  food  delicacies;  has  sent  a  skin  of  Tetrao  urogallus  to 
Yates,  books  to  Gen.  Melville,  and  seeds  received  from  Pallas  to  Eaton; 
recommends  the  younger  Linnaeus  to  B.'  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  5-7 

2.  Gothenburg  1781  Oct.  11  Announces  his  gift  of  four  horses  of  the  King’s  breed  for 

Lady  and  Miss  Banks;  hopes  that  his  present  of  a  large  medallion  of 
Linnaeus  has  reached  B.  safely.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  8 

3.  Gothenburg  1783  May  24  Condolences  on  death  of  Solander;  sends  specimen  of  a 

new  kind  of  Swedish  steel  and  promises  a  complete  collection  of  minerals 
of  Sweden;  recommends  to  B.  the  bearer,  Count  Cronstedt. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  117-118 


4.  Stockholm  1784  Mar.  2  He  and  his  brother  have  dedicated  to  B.  the  medal  struck 
in  honour  of  Solander;  announces  his  recent  marriage;  sends  belated 
thanks  for  a  zebra  hide,  a  collection  of  insects  and  “phosphoric  matches”; 
hopes  B.  received  the  tame  bear  sent  from  Gothenburg;  his  two  elder 
brothers  only  are  created  Barons  of  Sweden ;  he  wishes  to  appear  in  the  list 
of  R.S.  under  his  scientific  titles  only;  enquires  about  Greville  and  his 
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collection  of  minerals ;  asks  for  the  arms  of  B.  and  Lady  B.  as  he  intends  to 
have  them  engraved;  desires  some  live  pheasants  and  directions  for  breed¬ 
ing  and  rearing  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  239-240 

5.  Alingras  1786  May  28  Sends  long  account  of  the  misfortunes  of  himself  and  his 
brothers,  who  were  once  rich  and  are  now  reduced  to  beggary;  their  father 
had  left  most  of  his  fortune  to  patriotic  establishments,  and  the  ruin  was 
completed  by  an  unlucky  investment  in  American  trade  in  which  £60,000 
was  lost ;  the  catastrophe  has  affected  his  health  and  he  and  his  family  are 
going  to  take  the  waters ;  his  brother  has  retired  to  the  country  and  occupies 
himself  with  his  museum ;  on  the  next  ship  he  will  send  some  live  hares  and 
a  pair  of  gloves  from  Scanir  for  Lady  Banks;  is  sending  a  collection  of 
coins  to  B.  to  be  sold  and  requests  that  his  account  with  Boulton  of  Bir¬ 
mingham  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  ( q.v .  No.  7) ;  has  a  tame  she-wolf  that 
has  mated  with  a  dog,  and  he  will  send  B.  some  pups  if  they  arrive  and  the 
mother  also,  if  B.  would  like  them.  [Bound  in  wrong  order:  f.  212  should 
follow  207.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  207-212 


1. 


2. 


ALSTROEMER,  Patrick,  Baron  (1733-1804).  Brother  of  last-named 

Gothenburg  1786  June.  10  As  desired  by  his  brother,  he  sends  live  hare  by  the  bearer, 
Capt.  Richard  Sanderson  of  Sapho.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  213 

Gothenburg  1786  June  21  Has  sent  the  live  hare  by  Capt.  Sanderson;  now  sends 
receipt  [bill  of  lading]  for  a  cabinet  of  medals,  a  box  of  Swedish  fruit  and  a 
pair  of  gloves;  these  are  sent  at  his  brother’s  desire  in  charge  of  Capt. 
Lorberg.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  376 

3.  Gothenburg  1786  Nov.  n  Announces  the  sudden  death  of  his  brother  Johan  on  4  Oct. ; 
is  settling  his  affairs  and  would  like  to  know  B.’s  intentions  as  to  the  medal 
cabinet  that  Capt.  Lorberg  delivered  to  Dryander. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  214 

4.  Alingras  1787  Mar.  25  Is  much  vexed  that  Capt.  Lorberg  left  the  medals  in  the 

King’s  warehouse  instead  of  delivering  them  to  Dryander;  requests  B.  to 
have  them  re-exported ;  he  has  credited  B.  with  £45  55.  8d.  and  desires  to 
know  whether  B.  wishes  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  medals  or  by 
cash  remittance ;  returns  thanks  for  B.’s  sympathy  and  kind  appreciation  of 
his  brother.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  377-378 

5.  Alingras  1788  Apl.  8  Acknowledges  safe  arrival  of  the  medals,  lately  in  B.’s 

care,  for  his  brother’s  estate ;  wishes  to  settle  all  outstanding  charges  for 
this  and  other  matters.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 


ALTHOF,  Ludwig  Christoph.  Physician 

1.  Gottingen  1793  May  26  Sends  the  remainder  of  the  work  of  his  late  teacher 
[Johann  Anders  Murray  (q.v.)]  and  hopes  he  may  be  entrusted  with  its 
publication.  [German.]  [Note  by  B.,  “sends  the  posthumous  parts  of 
Murray’s  apparatus  medicamentum”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  205-206 


ALVERTO  DE 
1.  Ligao 
[Philippine 
Is.] 


SAN  SILVESTRE,  Jose 

1819  Apl.  10  Sends  a  description  of  the  cultivation  of  Abaca  [the  native 
name  of  Musa  textilis,  the  so-called  Manila  Hemp],  and  the  method  of 
treating  the  fibres  for  the  manufacture  of  cordage,  with  drawings  by  a 
native  artist  (fo.  148).  [Spanish.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  144-147 


B.L. —  2 
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AMAVET 
i.  Paris 


1.  Paris 

1797  July  30  He  has  invented  a  hydraulic  machine,  the  simplest  and 

most  ingenious  ever  made ;  description  of  it  and  its  functions  for  industrial 
or  domestic  use;  would  wish  to  have  B.’s  opinion  whether  it  would  be 
useful  to  the  English  nation  before  he  decides  to  bring  it  over.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  312 

AMHERST,  William  Pitt,  Earl  Amherst  (1773-1857)-  Statesman 

1.  [Soho  1815  Dec.  9  *  The  Directors  of  the  East  India  Co.  think  it  their  duty  to 


Square] 

make  provision  for  Natural  History  in  Lord  Amherst’s  expedition  [to 
China] ;  Dr.  [Clarke]  Abel  ( q.v .)  is  well  qualified  for  this,  and  as  he  already 
has  an  appointment,  asks  for  no  further  remuneration  than  a  gratuity  if  he 
should  make  valuable  additions  to  their  collection ;  a  gardener  to  deal  with 
exotics  should  be  attached  to  the  expedition  at  salary  of  £100  a  year;  he 
would  preserve  plants  not  already  at  Kew,  a  specimen  of  each  to  be 
deposited  in  the  E.I.  Co.  Museum,  and  seeds  would  be  an  acceptable 
present  from  the  Directors  to  the  Royal  Gardens;  B.  will  undertake  to 
examine  and  arrange  the  plants  as  he  did  for  Sir  George  Staunton,  and  “if 
the  British  Museum  is  allowed  to  participate  with  other  collections,  the 
officers  there  will  furnish  the  names  &  arrangement  of  each  article’’. 

D.T.C.  19.  223-225 

ANCASTER  AND  KESTEVEN,  Duke  of — See  Bertie,  Brownlow. 

ANDERSON,  Alexander  (d.  1811)  Botanist 

1.  St.  Vincent  1789  May  3  Has  been  able  to  obtain  for  B.  only  one  Carib  skull;  skulls 


2.  St.  Vincent 

are  very  difficult  to  obtain  as  the  Yellow  Caribs,  the  aboriginal  race,  have 
been  almost  extirpated  by  the  Black  Caribs ;  the  skull  sent  is  that  of  a  chief 
who  died  about  three  years  ago;  the  Wampee  and  Ottah  plants  sent  by 
Col.  Bowyer  are  growing  luxuriantly;  has  with  difficulty  obtained  some 
clover  seed ;  expects  some  valuable  plants  from  St.  Domingo ;  the  Bread¬ 
fruit  from  there  is  not  the  true  species ;  sends  for  Sir  George  Yonge  his 
plan  for  an  intended  Flora  Caribaea  on  which  he  asks  B.’s  advice;  com¬ 
mends  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  Collins  of  St.  Vincent,  to  B.’s  notice. 

D.T.C.  6.  159-160 

1796  Mar.  30  Describes  the  precarious  situation  of  the  island  due  to  the 

war;  the  Botanic  Garden,  though  several  times  in  grave  danger,  is  safe  and 
the  fruit-trees  flourishing ;  the  Bread-fruit  thrives  and  also  does  well  in  the 
Bahamas,  though  some  of  the  creoles  prefer  plantain  and  yam ;  has  planned 
a  trip  up  the  Orinoco,  but  present  conditions  prevent  its  accomplishment; 
great  confidence  is  felt  in  the  island  since  Gen.  Hunter  took  command. 

D.T.C.  10.  (1).  25-28 

3.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 

1798  Oct.  16  *  Document  by  B.  headed  “Some  Hints  submitted  to 

Dr.  Anderson  towards  aiding  him  in  his  Plan  of  giving  an  account  of  the 
rise  &  Progress  of  the  Botanical  Gardens”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  65 

4.  St.  Vincent 

1803  July  19  Sends  a  collection  of  plants,  mainly  from  Trinidad;  Col. 

Fullarton,  who  has  been  with  him,  will  give  an  account  of  the  minerals; 
high  praise  of  Col.  F.  who  collected  in  St.  Vincent  before  making  his 
survey  of  Trinidad;  has  collected  everything  possible  both  for  his  Botanic 
Garden  and  for  Kew;  Aiton  never  notifies  his  wants  as  his  father  did; 
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thanks  to  Governor  Bentinck  has  got  more  land  for  the  Bot.  Garden ; 
describes  his  organization  of  it  and  methods ;  Lochhead,  a  good  botanist, 
has  involved  himself  in  politics  to  the  detriment  of  botany. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  117-118 

5.  [St.  Vincent]  1807  June  1  Document  entitled  “Some  heads  farther  suggested  from 
Genl.  Melville  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  through  Mr.  Keith  Milnes,  relative  to 
Dr.  Anderson  of  St.  Vincent’’.  No  proper  provision  for  A.  and  his  family 
having  been  made,  suggests  that  a  proper  representation  of  his  case  be 
made  through  the  War  Office.  [See  Pulteney,  J.  M.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  253-254 


ANDERSON, 
1.  Fort  St. 
George 


2.  Fort  St. 
George 


3.  [Soho 
Square] 


4.  Edinburgh 


James  (1733-1805).  Physician-General,  Madras 

1786  Dec.  3  Has  found  the  cochineal  insect  attached  to  a  grass  called 

Opuntia  or  Salt  Grass,  but  fears  that  the  expense  of  collecting  would  be 
commercially  uneconomic ;  gives  description  of  the  insects  and  the  food- 
plant.  D.T.C.  5.  1 1 5-1 17 

1787  Feb.  20  Has  had  under  observation  100  lb.  weight  of  cochineal 
insects;  description  of  the  insects  and  references  to  Swammerdam,  Ellis 
and  Linnaeus ;  other  similar  insects ;  cultivation  in  Mexico. 

B.M.  Add.  MSS.  33978.  104-105 

[Note.  This  letter  and  13  others  on  the  same  subject  were  printed  in  the 
Madras  Courier  between  Feb.  1787  and  Jan.  1788.  They  were  reprinted  in 
8  pamphlets,  and  all  the  pamphlets  subsequently  reissued  in  three  booklets, 
Madras,  1 791-2]. 

1790  June  6  *  He  declined  to  answer  A.’s  letters  while  they  were  being 
printed;  the  cochineal  insects  of  Madras  are  imaginary;  the  discovery  of 
the  animal  which  produces  a  substance  like  the  Chinese  Pela  is,  however, 
of  value  and  he  has  experimented  with  it.  [See  also  Dempster,  George.] 

D.T.C.  7.  113-115 

1794  May  21  Has  received  a  parcel  of  seeds  of  useful  plants  from  Pallas 
at  St.  Petersburg;  sends  them  to  B.  to  be  disseminated;  list  of  species. 
[Note  by  B. :  “Sent  the  seeds  to  Kew  &  Ld  Tankerville’’.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  266 


ANDERSON,  William  (d.  1778)  Surgeon  and  Naturalist 

1.  Cape  of  1776  Nov.  24  He  has  been  exploring  the  neighbouring  hills  with  Capt. 

Good  Hope  Gore  and  Omai ;  describes  the  Discovery's  voyage  to  the  Cape,  where  they 
have  arrived  in  perfect  health,  but  with  the  loss  of  one  man  overboard; 
account  of  the  natural  beauties  and  products  of  the  Canary  Isles  and  their 
botanical  resources ;  is  experimenting  with  the  germination  of  seeds ;  sends 
a  message  from  Omai.  Webster  Coll.  <(j> 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  58-59 


ANDERSON,  Dr.  — 

1.  [Isleworth  1803  — ]  Printed  proposals  for  a  new  method  of  destroying  wasps. 

[Endorsed  by  B.,  “Circulated  by  Dr.  Anderson  of  Isleworth  in  1803,  but 
few  ii  any  subscribers  appeard”.]  Kew:  B.C.  3.  22 


ANDREWS,  Thomas  W. 

i.  Brompton,  1794  Apl.  23  Describes  two  floating  batteries  under  construction  [in 
Kent  Chatham  Dockyard]  by  converting  the  Albion ,  74,  and  the  Nonsuch,  64. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  261 

ANGERSTEIN,  John  Julius  (1735-1823).  Underwriter  and  Philanthropist 

1.  Soho  Square  1802  June  6  *  Would  like  an  opinion  as  to  the  probability  of  the  sub¬ 

scription  for  a  statue  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  being  taken  up  in  the 
City.  de  Beer  Coll.  4 

D.T.C.  13.  151 

2.  Pall  Mall  1802  June  8  He  regrets  he  cannot  get  subscribers  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford 

statue  in  the  City  as  a  subscription  is  now  in  progress  at  Lloyd’s  for  a 
statue  of  Pitt,  but  sends  10  guineas  as  his  own  contribution. 

Wellcome.  67766  (3) 


ANHALT,  Friedrich,  Graf  von  (1732-1794) 

1.  St.  Petersburg  1790  Jan.  3  Expresses  the  great  pleasure  of  the  Empress  and  of  himself 
at  B.’s  nomination  as  a  member  of  “Notre  Societe  (Economique ”. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  256 


ANKER,  Peter  (1744-1832).  Danish  Consul  in  London 

1.  Bennett  St.  1785  Sept.  28  Wishes  to  discuss  proposals  for  the  extension  of  fishery 
St.  James’s  facilities  for  Iceland,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  in  a  starving  condition. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  36-37 


2.  Bennett  St.  1785  Dec.  2  Explains  his  plans  for  the  Iceland  fisheries;  there  is  great 
St.  James’s  lack  of  timber  on  the  island,  but  some  might  be  supplied  from  Norway; 

he  has  communicated  his  plan  to  Nepean  [Under-Secretary  of  State],  who 
has  promised  to  confer  with  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  42-43 


ANNESLEY,  George,  Viscount  Valentia,  afterwards  2nd  Earl  of  Mountnorris,  F.R.S. 
(1770-1844).  Traveller  and  Naturalist 

1.  St.  Helena  1802  Aug.  30  Went  on  board  Princess  Charlotte  to  see  some  plants 

brought  for  him  from  Amboina,  and  found  several  boxes  directed  to  Kew 
[see  Smith  ,  Christopher,  No.  2] ;  more  than  half  were  dead  owing  to  bad 
weather  at  the  Cape ;  the  rest  can  be  saved  by  being  put  in  fresh  soil  and 
left  at  St.  Helena  to  recover ;  his  own  plants  will  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  55-56 

2.  St.  Helena  1802  Sept.  3  Certifies  that  the  plants  from  Amboyna  have  been  re¬ 

potted  and  placed  in  a  suitable  situation  in  the  Botanic  Garden.  [Written 
at  the  foot  of  letter  of  Henry  Porteous.  ( q.v .  No.  3).] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  60  vo. 


3.  At  Sea, 

Lat.  24  S., 
Long.  93  E 


1802  Dec.  13  His  stay  at  the  Cape  was  limited  to  ten  days;  during  his 
visit  to  St.  Helena  was  hospitably  entertained  by  Col.  Patton ;  was  informed 
by  Porteous  (q.v.),  the  E.  I.  Co.’s  gardener,  that  the  nurserymen  Lee  and 
Kennedy  are  regularly  supplied  with  seeds  by  Col.  Gordon  which  were 
collected  by  Masson  when  at  the  Cape  for  the  service  of  Kew;  considers  B. 
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Annesley,  George,  continued 

should  be  informed  of  this,  as  it  was  confirmed  at  the  Cape ;  Barringtonia 
is  in  perfection  in  the  Garden  at  St.  Helena;  discussion  of  other  plants 
seen  or  collected  there ;  has  visited  Roxburgh  junior,  who  showed  him 
letters  from  B.  and  Lambert.  D.T.C.  13.  324-328 


4.  In  the 
Hooghly 


5.  Calcutta 


1803  Jan.  22  He  is  now  on  the  way  to  Calcutta;  he  is  well  in  spite  of  the 
heat  in  crossing  the  line  and  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  ship,  which  carried 
374  persons;  he  hopes  that  Oude  will  be  productive  in  seeds;  Col.  Hall  is 
bringing  home  the  bulbs  he  collected  while  at  the  Cape. 

D.T.C.  14.  3-4 

1803  Feb.  20  He  has  arrived  safely  and  was  courteously  received  by 
Lord  Wellesley,  and  is  now  about  to  leave  for  Lucknow;  he  visited 
[William]  Roxburgh  who  is  settled  in  a  good  house  in  the  midst  of  a 
magnificent  garden ;  he  is  sending  home  a  consignment  of  bulbs  and  seeds ; 
Major  Symes  has  returned  from  Ava  where  he  found  the  population  about 
two  million,  not  17  m.  as  he  had  been  told,  so  there  is  nothing  to  fear 
from  that  quarter ;  the  Mahratta  affair  is  settled  and  peace  seems  assured ; 
the  surplus  revenue  in  India  this  year  amounts  to  a  million  sterling. 

D.T.C.  14.  19-21 


6.  —  1809  Apl.  25  He  encloses  an  extract  from  a  Bombay  newspaper  reporting 

the  violent  death  of  Mungo  Park.  D.T.C.  17.  296-297 

7.  Soho  Square  1819  Nov.  21  *  He  encloses  letters  from  [the  Hon.  Charles]  Yorke  and 

[William  Richard]  Hamilton ;  one  of  [Henry]  Salt’s  ( q.v )  Egyptian  statues 
has  arrived  and  is  in  a  cellar  in  the  City;  he  went  with  [Taylor]  Combe  to 
see  it,  but  he  found  the  staircase  too  narrow  to  admit  him;  Salt’s  proposal 
will  be  considered  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum ;  he  has  written  to  the  Admiralty  requesting  that  the  next  trans¬ 
port  to  Alexandria  shall  bring  Salt’s  collection  to  Malta,  whence  it  can  be 
shipped  to  England.  [Printed  in  Halls ,  2.  320.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  19347.  274 


ANSON,  Sir  George,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1769-1849) 

1.  Piccadilly  [1802  June  — ]  Is  unable  to  attend  meeting  of  the  committee  [of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  Memorial]  owing  to  a  death  in  the  family;  desires  B.  to 
enter  the  name  of  Sir  Robert  Lawley,  Bart.,  as  a  subscriber  of  10  guineas. 

Wellcome:  67766  (2) 


APS  LEY,  Allen.  Secretary  to  Master- General  of  Ordnance 

1.  Whitehall  1798  Feb.  9  [To  W.  Faden,  Charing  Cross.]  The  Master  General  has 
no  objection  to  the  publication  of  the  Trigonometrical  Survey,  provided  it 
is  done  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  133 

ARAGO,  Dominique  Fran?ois  Jean,  F.R.S.  (1786-1853).  Astronomer 

1.  Dunkirk  1818  Oct.  31  [Signed  also  by  J.  B.  Biot  (#.2’.).]  Informs  B.  that  Col. 

Mudge  and  Capt.  Colby  are  just  leaving  them  to  return  to  England ;  their 
collaboration  has  been  perfect.  Brabourne.  117 
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ARCEDECKNE,  Chaloner  (fl.  1782-1810) 

1.  Yoxford  1782  Oct.  21  Sends  letters  from  B.  Turney  ( q.v .)  of  Jamaica  relating  to 
the  Prune-tree  and  Grape-vines;  requests  B.  to  use  his  influence  to  have 
the  plants  released  immediately  by  the  Custom  House  officers. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  179 


ARGYLL,  Duke  of. — See  Campbell,  George  William. 

ARMSTRONG,  Andrew  (d.  1784).  Cartographer 

1.  London  1776  Jan.  24  Sends  proposals  for  a  survey  of  Lincolnshire  which,  if 

approved,  it  is  intended  to  circulate  amongst  the  principal  gentlemen  of 
the  county;  wishes  to  call  upon  B.  to  discuss  the  matter. 

Rylands:  Eng.  MS.  700.  2 

2.  New  Bur-  1776  Jan.  26  *  He  does  not  approve  the  proposals  submitted;  before  he 

lington  St.  can  take  any  active  part  in  recommending  the  survey,  the  method  proposed 

and  the  instruments  to  be  used  would  first  have  to  be  submitted  for  his 
inspection.  [The  map  of  Lincolnshire  by  Armstrong  was  published  in 
1778.]  Rylands:  Eng.  MS.  700.  3 

ARNOLD,  James  Henry,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.  (1759  ?-i8o6).  Ecclesiastical  Lawyer 

1.  Doctors  1808  Mar.  xo  [Signed  also  by  John  Lawrence,  Ecclesiastical  Lawyer.] 
Commons  They  give  their  legal  opinion  on  the  removal  of  the  spires  from  Lincoln 

Cathedral ;  they  cannot  find  any  authority  to  compel  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  to  account  for  their  proceedings.  D.T.C.  17.  1 57-1 59 

ARNOLD,  John  (1736-1799).  Instrument  Maker 

1.  Eltham  1792  Mar.  20  Thanks  B.  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  spoke  of 

him  which  led  to  his  petition  being  presented  to  Parliament  (cf.  Cameron , 
238].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  150 

ARNOLD,  Joseph  (1782-1818).  Surgeon  and  Naturalist 

1.  Hope  County ,  1816  May  12  He  much  regrets  that  three  boxes  of  exotic  plants  sent  to 
Gravesend  B.  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Java  have  died  or  have  been  destroyed 
by  rats  during  the  voyage;  he  sends  the  folliculus  of  a  tree  from  the 
interior  of  New  South  Wales,  probably  one  of  the  Proteaceae,  collected  by 
Evans.  D.T.C.  19.  263-264 

ARNOUX,  J.  F.  M.  (fl.  1793-1805).  Physician 

1.  London  1793  Sept.  26  Desires  interview  with  B.  to  show  his  designs  for  an 

invalid  requisite  invented  by  himself.  [French.'] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  108 

2.  Soho  Square  1793  Dec.  [sic]  28  *  Has  no  knowledge  of  medicine  and  is  therefore  unable 

to  judge  the  merit  of  the  invention ;  advises  him  to  communicate  it  to  the 
Coll,  of  Physicians  or  to  the  surgeon  of  a  hospital.  Kew.B.C.  2.  105 

3.  London  1793  Sept.  30  When  he  wrote  to  B.  about  his  suggestions  for  ameliorating 

the  results  of  severe  illness  and  reducing  the  great  amount  of  linen  used  in 
hospitals,  he  was  really  seeking  B.’s  personal  acquaintance;  he  has  taken 
B.’s  advice  and  approached  the  College  but  has  not  found  there  the  type 
of  savant  he  wishes  to  meet;  asks  B.’s  help  to  bring  his  plan  before  R.S., 
if  not,  he  will  give  up  the  idea.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  207 
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ARROSTO,  Gregorio 

i.  Messina  1785  Feb.  5  Explains  why  he  has  not  on  previous  occasions  sent  his  work 
on  Spiritus  Vitae;  now  sends  it,  together  with  a  manuscript  entitled 
“  Osservazioni  fatte  per  mezzo  di  una  manipolazione  medica  nommata 
Spirito  della  Vita”.  1783.  [Latin.]  R.S.  Letters  1737-83.  2 


ATKINSON,  Michael.  Paymaster,  Lincolnshire  Militia 


2. 


[Soho 

Square] 


Norwich 


Norwich 


1796  Dec.  29  *  Considers  the  new  plan  adopted  for  the  Supplemental 
Militia  a  policy  of  the  worst  and  most  dangerous  kind  as  the  men  will 
think  they  have  been  entrapped  by  a  breach  of  faith  by  Govt. ;  he  has  seen 
the  Duke  [of  Ancaster]  and  with  Lord  Gwydyr  expostulated  strongly  with 
him.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  4 

1798  Aug.  8  Has  received  B.’s  request  by  Lord  Buckinghamshire  that 
such  sums  as  are  customarily  paid  by  officers  not  with  their  regiments  be 
charged  to  his  account,  which  has  accordingly  been  done.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  37 
1798  Sept.  22  Submits  account  of  payments  to  Regiment  due  from  B. 
for  which  he  has  drawn  on  Messrs.  Macdonald  Bruce  &  Lendon. 

Lindsey  3.  2.  38 


ATWOOD,  George,  F.R.S.  (1746-1807).  Mathematician 

1779  Nov.  7  Sends  a  print  and  description  of  a  mechanical  apparatus; 
hears  the  Sec.  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  intends  to  resign,  and  would  like 
to  apply  for  the  vacancy.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  no 

1781  Aug.  3  Thanks  B.  for  informing  him  that  his  paper  had  been 
accepted  by  R.S.  and  is  ordered  to  be  printed;  has  additional  observations 
to  make  and  will  either  add  them  or  reserve  them  for  a  future  paper. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  136-137 
1794  Apl.  15  Is  gratified  by  the  favourable  reception  his  paper  on 
the  Vibration  of  the  Watch-balance  has  received  at  R.S.;  hears  that 
Mudge  has  a  new  interpretation  of  the  same  subject  and  thinks  the  printing 
of  his  paper  should  be  delayed  until  M.’s  results  are  published. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  259 

4.  [Soho  Square  1794  Apl.  16]  *  Does  not  consider  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  printing 

of  the  paper,  and  thinks  it  should  proceed  as  directed  by  the  Committee 
of  Papers.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  260 

5.  Sloane  St.  1800  Mar.  27  Has  procured  the  True  Briton  with  the  article  to  which  B. 

called  his  attention  on  the  practices  of  millers  and  bakers;  the  author  is 
wrong  in  some  of  his  facts  and  calculations,  which  he  corrects ;  discusses 
legislation  on  bread;  wishes  to  borrow  from  B.  a  book  on  the  assize  of 
bread.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  228-229 

AUBERT,  Alexander,  F.R.S.  (1730-1805).  Astronomer 

1.  London  1785  Sept.  1  Negotiations  with  the  captain  of  the  Venus  to  convey  John 

Graefer,  with  his  three  boys  and  servant  to  Naples ;  details  of  the  price  and 
service  agreed  upon.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  26 

2.  London  1785  Sept.  28  Is  pleased  that  B.  approves  the  arrangements  made  for 

Graefer;  a  parcel  of  seeds  from  Patrick  Russell  ( q.v .)  has  arrived  from 
Aleppo  for  B.,  and  he  has  sent  them  to  Dryander  at  Soho  Square. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  35 


1.  Norfolk 
Street 

2.  Cambridge 

3.  [London] 
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Aubert,  Alexander,  continued 


London 


London 


London 


1786  Jan.  11  Further  difficult  negotiations  about  Graefer’s  passage  to 
Naples;  a  new  arrangement  has  now  been  made  with  Capt.  Neill  of  the 
London ;  his  charges  and  conditions.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  49 

1789  July  1  Has  promised  to  promote  the  reading  of  Dollond’s  second 
paper  at  R.S.,  subject  to  B.’s  approval;  he  read  Dollond’s  paper  to  a  select 
company  [of  the  Philosophical  Society]  at  the  ‘George  and  Vulture’  who 
approved  it;  gives  list  of  names  [Hunter,  Cavendish,  Smeaton,  Blagden, 
etc.]  who  were  present.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  251 

D.T.C.  6.  175-176 

1795  Oct.  20  Information  on  the  killing  and  skinning  of  swans;  Paul,  the 
furrier,  has  given  up  business  and  is  succeeded  by  C.  Brunswick,  opposite 
the  Mansion  House ;  the  Thursday  Club  [i.e.  the  Philosophical  Society] ; 
he  has  visited  Windsor  and  spoke  with  the  King  and  Queen,  he  has  also 
visited  Herschel ;  announces  the  death  of  Gen.  Ulloa. 


Dawson  MS.  45.  14 

6.  Highbury  1799  Nov.  7  He  presents  to  R.S.  a  portrait  of  his  friend  John  Smeaton. 

[Portrait  in  oils  by  Mather  Brown ;  Aubert  also  presented  to  the  Society 
another  portrait  of  Smeaton  by  J.  Richardson.]  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  3 


AUBLAY  (Madame)  M.  Dupont 

1.  Russell  1819  Mar.  13  Asks  if  a  lady,  and  particularly  a  foreigner,  may  with 

Square  propriety  write  to  the  [Royal]  Society,  and  requests  an  answer. 

Brabourne,  140-141 


AUBLET,  Jean  Baptiste  Christophe  Fusee  (1720-1778).  Botanist 

1.  Paris  1778  ? — - —  Has  given  B.’s  name  to  a  new  genus  and  submits  a  drawing 

of  it  for  publication  by  R.S. ;  it  will  be  brought  by  Magellan  iq.v.).  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  136 


AUCH,  Jacob  (1765-1842).  Mechanic  and  Watchmaker 

1.  Ludwigs-  1792  May  20  Description  of  his  reckoning  machine  and  a  plan  of 
burg  subscription.  [See  Aufrere,  A.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  289-291 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  156-159 
D.T.C.  8.  222-228 

AUCKLAND,  Lord — See  Eden,  William. 

AUDIFFRET,  — .  Bookseller 

1.  Paris  1793  Jan.  28  Business  letter  concerning  payments  by  B.  for  purchase  and 

forwarding  of  books  on  his  behalf.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  109 

AUFRERE,  Anthony  (1756-1833).  Antiquary 

1.  Heidelberg  1793  June  16  While  in  Ludwigsburg  he  visited  a  very  skilled  watch¬ 
maker,  Jacob  Auch,  ( q.v .)  who  had  constructed  a  calculating  machine;  he 
tested  it  and  found  it  to  perform  perfectly  all  that  was  claimed  for  it; 
encloses  a  translation  of  the  printed  proposals  issued  by  the  inventor  and 
thinks  that  he  deserves  every  encouragement. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  205-206 
D.T.C.  8.  220-221 
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Aufrere,  Anthony,  continued. 

2.  Chelsea  t1 793  Aug.  — ]  Sends  a  further  description  of  Auch’s  Calculating 

Machine.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  322  +  289-291 

AUFRERE,  George  (d.  1802) 

1.  Margate  1787  Aug.  17  Thanks  B.  for  his  good  offices  concerning  an  engraving 

for  Mr.  Pelham  of  his  late  wife’s  portrait ;  asks  B.  to  take  charge  of  the 
copper  plate  and  sends  draft  for  £176  for  the  cost  of  engraving.  [This 
relates  to  the  private  plate  of  the  portrait  by  Reynolds  of  the  writer’s 
daughter  Sophia,  who  married  Charles  Anderson  Pelham  (afterwards 
Lord  Yarborough)  in  1770  and  died  in  1786.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  142 

AURIVILLIUS,  Peter  Fabian  (1756-1829).  Librarian,  Uppsala  Academy 

1.  Uppsala  1792  Sept.  26  Returns  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  Uppsala  Academy  for  B.’s 

gift  of  the  leones  of  Kaempfer.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  6 

AUST,  George,  F.R.S.  (d.  1829).  Under- Secretary  of  State 

1.  Whitehall  1787  Apl.  22  By  desire  of  Mr.  Liston,  H.M.  Minister  at  Madrid,  sends 
a  box  containing  some  pieces  of  very  pure  Iron,  believed  of  volcanic 
origin,  from  Peru;  these,  with  a  description,  have  been  sent  by  a  Lieut, 
in  the  Spanish  Navy,  for  inspection  by  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  116 


AUSTIN,  George.  Botanical  Collector 

1.  [Soho  1789  July  —  *  Instructions  to  James  Smith  and  George  Austin,  sent  as 

Square]  gardeners  and  plant-collectors  to  New  South  Wales;  they  are  to  place 

themselves  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor,  and  obey  his  commands  as 
the  representative  of  the  King;  detailed  instructions  as  to  the  rearing  of 
plants  and  their  care  during  transmission  by  sea,  etc.  [These  instructions 
are  similar  in  purport  to  those  drawn  up  by  B.  for  the  guidance  of  gar¬ 
deners  and  collectors  sent  to  colonies  or  foreign  countries.] 

D.T.C.  6.  196-203 


AVELLAR-BROTERO,  Felix  (1744-1828).  Botanist 
1.  Coimbra  1800  Dec.  21  The  observations  of  Dr.  Gomes  in  Brazil  on  the  living 
plants  of  the  Ipecacuanha  fusca  of  Piso  and  Marcgraf,  and  the  fine  dried 
specimens  he  has  sent  have  enabled  the  writer  to  determine  the  genus  and 
species,  of  which  he  sends  a  description  and  drawing ;  he  had  already  sent 
one  to  their  common  friend  Correia  [de  Serra]  but  it  went  astray,  he  now 
sends  it  by  the  packet-boat  and  requests  B.  to  lay  it  before  the  Linnean 
Society.  [French.  See  Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  6.  137.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  29 


AYLESFORD,  Countess  of — See  Finch,  Louisa. 

AYLOFFE,  Sir  Joseph,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1709-1781).  Antiquary 

1.  Kennington  1778  Nov.  26  He  will  give  all  possible  support  to  B.’s  candidature  for 
the  presidency  of  R.S.;  he  thinks  that  his  election  will  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  Society.  Sabin  Coll.  <(6> 
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AYRTON,  William,  F.R.S.  (1777-1858).  Musical  Writer 

1.  James  St.  1814  Aug.  19  Describes  a  musical  instrument  made  by  N.  der  Burgh; 

it  is  similar  to  a  piano,  but  the  sound  is  produced  by  metal  being  struck 
instead  of  strings ;  discusses  its  construction  and  its  imitation  of  the  notes 
of  other  instruments,  such  as  flute,  clarinet,  etc. ;  its  price  is  very  high. 
[See  Salomon,  j.p.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  68-70 

Hyacinthe  (1766-1845).  Natural  Philosopher 

1807  May  8  Sends  notices  of  his  work  on  the  composition  of  the  Earth 
which  he  has  not  succeeded  in  publishing  because  of  the  opposition  of 
French  scientists  who  have  refused  him  a  hearing;  appeals  to  B.  and  to 
R.S.  [French.]  Brabourne :  81-84 

1809  June  14  Has  realized  that  his  account  of  the  physical  basis  of  the 
universe  was  imperfect  and  that  he  could  not  expect  B.’s  approval  of  it; 
has  now  established  his  theory  on  a  sure  foundation  and  sends  copies  of 
it  for  B.,  and  for  R.S.  [Essai  sur  le  Monde,  Paris,  1806];  hopes  R.S.  will 
examine  it  and  report  on  it ;  his  work  includes  a  theory  on  Heat,  for  which 
he  believes  he  can  claim  the  Rumford  Medal,  and  hopes  R.S.  will  consider 
this  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  38+41 

1809  June  14  [To  the  R.S. ;  enclosed  in  No.  2.]  Is  forwarding  an  account 
of  the  basic  principle  of  physics  based  upon  the  interaction  of  gravitation 
and  expansion;  this  principle  will  be  as  important  for  future  research  as 
Newton’s  Law  of  Gravity  was  for  astronomy,  etc.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  39-40 
1809  June  — ]  *  The  R.S.  does  not  undertake  to  review  or  report  upon 
the  merits  of  authors  but  is  employed  solely  in  the  promotion  of  natural 
knowledge ;  returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  his  book.  de  Beer  Coll.  26 

AZAMBUJA,  Conde  de. — See  Rolim  de  Moura,  Antonio. 

BABBAGE,  Charles,  F.R.S.  (1792-1871).  Mathematician 

1.  Soho  Square  1819  Aug.  8*  He  regrets  he  cannot  promote  Babbage’s  candidature  for 
the  Professorship  of  Mathematics  at  Cambridge. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37182.  135 

BACHE,  Theophylact  (1735-1807).  American  Merchant 

1.  New  York  1800  Mar.  26  He  is  sending  a  packet  of 'seeds  received  from  his  friend 

Francis  Mason  [Masson?];  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  J.  W.  Starman,  will 
deliver  them  to  B.  in  person.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  226 

BACSTROM,  Sigismund,  M.D.  (fl.  1770-1799).  Surgeon  and  Naturalist 

1.  London  1786  June  28  Since  1779  has  made  six  voyages  as  surgeon  in  merchant 

ships,  four  times  to  Greenland,  once  to  the  Guinea  coast  and  once  to 
Jamaica;  he  suffered  much  hardship  and  cannot  now  obtain  employment; 
would  be  willing  to  act  as  tutor,  travelling  companion  or  chemist’s 
assistant;  as  he  is  now  in  distress,  asks  B.  to  recommend  him  amongst  his 
friends.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  222 

2.  London  1786  Aug.  21  Thanks  B.  for  his  kind  letter,  but  has  met  with  no  success ; 

he  has  reason  to  believe  that  Count  Cagliostro  might  assist  him  and  begs 
B.  to  procure  an  introduction.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  240 
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AZAIS,  Pierre 
1.  St.  Cyr, 
Versailles 


2.  Paris 


3.  Paris 


4.  [Soho 
Square 


Bacstrom,  Sigismund,  continued 

3.  London  1786  Sept.  26  Is  still  without  employment,  and  having  heard  that 


4.  London 

convicts  are  to  be  sent  to  New  Holland  and  a  colony  established  there, 
offers  his  services  as  naturalist,  or  in  any  other  capacity.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  245 
1791  June  15  Having  obtained  a  situation  as  laboratory  assistant  to  a 

gentleman  making  chemical  experiments  in  1786,  and  that  gentleman 
having  died  in  1789,  he  is  again  in  distress,  and  also  his  wife,  and  threatened 
with  imprisonment;  Gen.  Rainsford  gave  hope  that  a  subscription  might 
be  made  to  relieve  him,  if  B.  would  sanction  it;  and  once  more  begs  for 
assistance.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  46 

5.  [Soho 
Square 

1791  June  16]  *  [Copy  reply,  written  by  B.  at  foot  of  No.  4.]  As  Bacstrom 

always  conducted  himself  with  integrity  while  in  B.’s  service,  he  is  willing 
to  subscribe  5  gs.  if  Gen.  Rainsford  will  promote  a  subscription  among  his 
chemical  friends.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  46.  (2) 

6.  London 

1791  Aug.  18  Gen.  Rainsford  has  not  kept  his  promise  to  open  a  sub¬ 

scription,  nor  contributed ;  hopes  to  end  his  difficulties  as  he  has  heard  that 
Theophilus  Pritzler  and  Alderman  Curtis  are  sending  a  ship  round  Cape 
Horn  to  S.  Seas,  Nootka  Sound,  E.  Indies  and  Cape;  hopes  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  surgeon;  he  would  endeavour  to  procure  furs,  drugs  and  other 
commercial  products;  asks  B.’s  advice  as  to  what  is  required. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  50 
D.T.C.  7.  242-244 

7.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 

1791  Aug.  20  *  Wishes  him  success  on  the  voyage;  specimens  of  plants, 

with  flowers  or  fruit  will  be  paid  for  at  6 d.  each,  or  is.  when  there  are 
both ;  “Falkland  Isles  and  the  Magellanic  Lands  are  the  places  from  where 
I  possess  the  fewest  plants”;  Mackenzie  will  provide  as  many  prints  as 
required  of  the  Peruvian  Bark  tree,  “put  them  into  the  hands  of  natives 
where  you  touch  and  encourage  them  to  bring  you  plants  that  resemble 
it”;  encloses  £ 10  as  an  advance  on  the  money  which  will  be  paid  for 
plants  on  his  return.  D.T.C.  7.  245 

8.  [London] 

1791  Sept.  10  Acknowledges  with  gratitude  B.’s  letter  and  £10;  will  use 

his  utmost  endeavours;  has  obtained  the  prints,  but  requires  more;  will 
sail  about  1  Oct.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  53 

9.  London 

1796  Nov.  18  Has  returned  from  his  circumnavigation  and  is  much 

affected  to  learn  of  B.’s  kindness  to  his  wife  during  his  absence;  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  ship  in  1792  at  Nootka  Sound  owing  to  illness  and 
ill-treatment  by  the  Captain  (who  was  afterwards  murdered  by  the  natives) ; 
after  being  befriended  by  an  English  officer,  he  served  as  surgeon  on  a 
number  of  ships,  visiting  China,  India,  the  Cape,  America,  etc. ;  during 
his  many  voyages,  he  made  a  number  of  drawings  and  wrote  an  account 
of  his  travels,  which  he  hopes  to  publish  by  subscription;  will  wait  upon 
B.  and  bring  his  drawings.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  153 

BAERT  DU  HOLLANDE,  Alexandre  Balthazar  Francis  de  Paule  (1751-1825),  Baron 
1.  New  Bond  1787  Feb.  25  Sends  a  note  for  M.  Astley  [Thomas  Astle,  Keeper  of  the 


Street 

Records  in  the  Tower]  endeavouring  to  trace  papers  relating  to  tbe  English 
branch  of  the  family  of  St.  Hermine,  originally  in  Guinea;  if  papers  are 
found,  he  will  write  to  M.  St.  Hermine  who  is  making  researches  for  the 
Comte  d’Artois;  Guillaume  de  St.  Hermine  was  lord  of  Havering  in 
Essex  under  Henry  III.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  380-381 
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Baert  du  Hollande,  Alexandre  Balthazar  Francis  de  Paule,  continued 

2.  New  Bond  1787  Mar.  30  Returns  thanks  to  B.  and  Astley  [Astle]  for  the  trouble 
Street  they  have  taken  in  the  matter  of  the  St.  Hermine  family.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  382 


BAILLEUL,  Yicomte  de 

1.  London  1801API.30  As  B.  has  asked  the  reasons  for  his  visit,  he  states  them:  a  man 
with  a  taste  for  science  wishes  to  meet  illustrious  people  when  in  a  foreign 
land ;  he  also  wishes  to  be  useful  to  England,  as  he  has  secret  information 
on  perfecting  the  telegraph  and  on  how  to  keep  water  fresh  in  ships ;  avows 
that  he  is  not  a  mere  adventurer  and  hints  that  B.  has  the  power  to  bring 
his  propositions  before  Government.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8009.  7 


BAILLIE,  James 

1.  Bedford  1809  Dec.  16  Thanks  B.  for  the  perusal  of  the  Denier  ary  and  Essequeho 
Square  Gazette  containing  B.’s  proposals  to  Government  concerning  Coinage,  and 

criticism  of  the  same  by  “Colonist”;  if  the  latter’s  suggestions  were 
adopted  the  coinage  would  be  as  base  a  currency  as  that  which  was  called 
in;  he  will  inform  the  Governor  that  B.’s  communication  to  him  was 
private  and  should  not  have  been  inserted  in  any  newspaper.  [Printed 
cutting  from  D.  &  E.  Gazette  of  c  May,  1809,  ff.  302-303.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  299 


BAKER,  Sir  George,  Bart.,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1722-1809).  Physician 

1.  Jermyn  1781  Nov.  10  Suggests  alterations  in  the  inscription  to  commemorate 

Street  the  hospitality  and  kindness  of  [Alagnus  von]  Behm  ( q.v .)  to  Capt.  Clerke 

and  his  companions  at  Kamchatka  on  their  return  from  Cook’s  Third 
Voyage ;  he  considers  that  no  one  has  better  taste  for  such  a  composition 
than  Lord  Lisburne.  D.T.C.  2.  61 


2.  [Jermyn 
Street] 


3.  Jermyn 
Street 


1790  July  15  Criticizes  the  Bishop  of  Rochester’s  rendering  of  the 
Kamchatka  inscription,  but  adds  “I  ought  not  to  contend  with  a  Bishop, 
especially  one  who  was  once  Usher  at  Clare’s  Academy”  [in  Soho  Square, 
on  the  site  occupied  by  the  French  Protestant  Church].  “If  his  Lordship 
insists  on  a  false  concord  he  must  answer  for  it  to  the  Master  of  West¬ 
minster  School”;  sends  copy  of  the  inscription.  [See  also  Cooke,  Rev. 
William.]  '  D.T.C.  7.  1 52-1 53 

[1797  Feb.  4]  Informs  B.  of  Sibthorp’s  bequest  to  the  LTiversity  of 
Oxford  for  the  publication  of  his  Flora  Graeca  in  10  folio  volumes  each 
containing  100  coloured  plates  and  an  8vo  edition,  without  plates,  to  be 
called  Prodromus  Florae  Graecae ;  after  publication  £200  p.a.  is  to  be  paid 
to  the  Professor  of  Rural  Economy  who  shall  be  Sherardian  Professor  of 
Botany.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  155 

D.T.C.  10.  (1).  17 


BAKER,  John,  F.R.S.  (1738-1818).  Statistician 

1.  Salisbury  1797  July  10  He  considers  the  published  Bills  of  Mortality  very  un- 
Square  satisfactory;  he  has  drawn  up  a  scheme  for  publishing  every  year  Vital 

Statistics  in  a  more  scientific  and  useful  form,  a  plan  of  which  B.  has 
expressed  approval.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  166 
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Baker,  John,  continued 

2.  Salisbury  1797  Nov.  2  Informs  B.  that  his  scheme  for  the  publication  of  Vital 
Square  Statistics  has  the  approval  of  Prof.  Martin  and  Mr.  More,  whose  only 

objection  is  the  cost  of  production;  he  suggests  that  Government  should 
finance  it;  this  could  be  done  by  imposing  a  tax  on  funerals,  graduated 
according  to  their  elaboration,  and  by  taxing  separately  lead  coffins, 
hatbands,  feathers,  coaches,  hatchments,  etc. ;  the  rich  would  thus  con¬ 
tribute  the  larger  share,  the  funerals  of  the  poor  being  exempt.  [Note  by 
B.  that  no  Minister  would  listen  to  such  a  proposal  except  from  the 
College  of  Physicians,  and  even  then  would  be  unlikely  to  agree.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  185-186 

BAKUNIN,  Paul  Petrovitch  (1762-1805).  Director,  Academy  of  Sciences,  St.  Petersburg 
1.  [St.  1797  Mar.  6  Has  been  informed  by  Trappe  of  B.’s  wish  to  have  a 

Petersburg]  botanical  account  of  the  Crimea  and  regrets  that  B.  did  not  write  directly 
to  him  or  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences ;  is  sending  copies  of  Pallas’s  general 
account  of  the  Natural  History  of  the  country,  also  a  small  collection  of 
seeds  from  the  Taurida  and  Siberia;  asks  if  B.  is  willing,  as  a  member  of 
their  Academy,  to  send  seeds  for  the  Botanical  Garden.  \French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  4 13-4 14 

BALGONIE,  Viscount — See  Leslie-Melville,  Alexander. 

BALMAIN,  William  (d.  1803).  Surgeon 

1.  [Sydney]  *798  Sept.  14  [To  Governor  Phillip,  marked  Private.]  Informs  him  that 

since  the  commencement  of  Major  [Francis]  Grose’s  command,  licentious¬ 
ness  and  disorder  have  increased  and  Government  money  and  stores 
wilfully  wasted ;  not  more  than  20  acres  have  been  added  to  the  cleared 
land  since  Phillip’s  departure  and  only  one  settlement  established  by 
private  settlers;  the  towns  of  Parramatta  and  Toongabbie  are  almost  in 
ruins;  wheat  is  10s.  a  bushel  and  maize  5 s;  great  immorality  prevails 
among  the  settlers.  D.T.C.  n.  73-74 

BANDINEL,  Rev.  Bulkeley  (1781-1861).  Bodley’s  Librarian 

1.  Soho  Square  1811  Mar.  14  *  He  proposes  to  write  to  the  Bishop  of  Iceland  about  the 
historical  point  on  which  he  requires  information;  returns  thanks  for  his 
help  in  his  enquiries.  Bodleian  MS.  Add.  A.  64.  22 

BANGOR,  Bishop  of — See  Warren,  John. 

BANKES,  Richard  Langton.  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Sleaford 

1.  Sleaford  1795  Nov.  19  Explains  why  the  orders  of  the  River  Witham  Drainage 
Commissioners  were  not  advertised  until  they  had  been  communicated 
to  the  next  meeting;  he  sent  B.  copies  of  the  order,  the  minutes  and  other 
relevant  papers  as  he  was  about  to  leave  Revesby  for  London. 

Lindsey.  13.  2.  2 

BANKS  ( nee  HUGESSEN),  Dorothea  (1758-1828).  Wife  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks 

1.  [Soho  1795  (?)  — ]  She  has  looked  in  her  pocket  books  for  the  dates  asked  for 

Square  by  B. — Mrs.  Grenville  died  19  June,  1793  and  Mrs.  Hawley,  12  Sept. 
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Banks,  Dorothea,  continued 

1 793 .  [In  1795  B.  drew  up  a  long  series  of  notes  on  his  family  and  relations 
(now  Dawson  MS.  47.  11-57),  an<i  it  was  probably  for  this  purpose  that 
he  asked  for  the  dates.  Margaret  Eleanor  (nee  Banks),  wife  of  Hon.  Henry 
Grenville,  was  B.’s  aunt;  Elizabeth  Hawley  (nee  Banks),  also  B.’s  aunt, 
died  27  Nov.  1766,  and  Dorothy  Hawley,  first  wife  of  Henry,  Elizabeth 
H.’s  son,  died  4  Dec.  1783,  so  in  either  case  Lady  Banks’s  date  is  incorrect, 
but  in  B.’s  family  notes  both  are  entered  correctly.] 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  120 


BANKS,  Rev.  John  (d.  1842).  Headmaster,  Boston  Grammar  School 

1.  Boston  1801  Feb.  4  Thanks  B.  for  his  election  as  a  proprietor-member  of  the 

Royal  Institution;  he  sends  a  draft  for  60  guineas;  asks  that  his  tickets 
may  be  sent  to  Mr.  Sneath,  Bartlett’s  Buildings,  Holborn.  [Note  by  B. 
that  one  or  two  persons  would  have  the  right  to  use  these  tickets  in  the 
way  of  normal  subscribers.  See  also  Ellison,  Richard,  No.  21.] 

R.  Inst.  Library.  (2) 


BANKS,  Thomas 

1.  Charlotte 
Street 

2.  Charlotte 
Street 


3 .  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  Soho  Square 


6.  Ludgate 
Hill 


7.  Soho  Square 


Christopher  (1765-1854).  Genealogist 

1804  Aug  8  As  the  existing  Peerages  do  not  include  extinct  titles,  he 
proposes  to  compile  a  comprehensive  one ;  wishes  to  dedicate  the  work  to 
B.;  ideas  on  the  origin  of  family  names.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  160 

D.T.C.  15.  15-17 

1804  Aug.  23  Sends  prospectus  of  the  intended  work  and  thanks  B.  for 
his  offer  to  become  a  subscriber;  errors  in  previous  publications;  encloses 
pedigree  of  Lord  Fitzwarren;  comments  on  B.’s  opinion  that  it  would  be 
more  appropriate  to  dedicate  such  a  work  to  the  President  of  the  Anti¬ 
quarian  Society  rather  than  R.S.,  and  hopes  B.  will  consent. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  166-167 

1804  Aug.  25  *  Agrees  to  the  dedication,  but  still  thinks  a  name  more 
particularly  associated  with  genealogy  would  be  better;  has  not  sufficient 
knowledge  to  appraise  the  Fitzwarren  pedigree. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  166  vo.. 

1804  Aug.  10  *  Returns  the  prospectus;  thanks  him  for  the  proposed 
dedication,  but  thinks  the  President  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  would  be 
more  appropriate;  he  thinks  the  relationship  of  the  Banks  and  Redvers 
families  is  very  problematical;  desires  any  information  about  his  family 
which  is  new  to  him.  [Date  on  MS.  incorrect.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  292 

1811  Jan.  28  *  Returns  book  lent  which  will  be  important  to  collectors 
of  Dugdale’s  works;  asks  the  meaning  of  Consimilia  of  Na?nes,  an  ex¬ 
pression  used  in  a  very  ancient  Writ  of  Summons.  T.C.B.  13 

1813  May  12  Is  grateful  that  B.  and  Miss  Banks  have  become  sub¬ 
scribers  to  his  new  work;  discusses  the  origin  of  the  name  Banks  and  the 
armorial  bearings  of  the  family;  sends  for  B.’s  perusal  a  manuscript  on  the 
Marmyun  [Marmion]  family.  D.T.C.  18.  236-237 

1813  May  13  *  Returns  the  manuscript  as  owing  to  ill  health  he  cannot 
examine  it;  he  considers  it  a  bold  undertaking  to  write  a  history  of  the 
office  of  King’s  Champion.  D.T.C.  18.  238 
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Banks,  Thomas  Christopher,  continued 

8.  Ludgate  1813  May  24  Further  discussion  of  the  Marmion  Family  and  the 

Hill  history  of  the  office  of  King’s  Champion.  D.T.C.  18.  239-242 

9.  Soho  Square  1813  May  30  *  He  thinks  that  some  gratitude  is  due  to  Miss  Banks  and 

himself  for  purchasing  all  his  works;  further  remarks  on  the  King’s 


10.  Revesby 
Abbey 

Champion.  D.T.C.  18.  243-244 

1814  Oct.  10  *  Regrets  to  hear  that  the  public  have  not  supported  his 

works;  doubts  the  prudence  of  advocating  the  cause  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales;  the  Robertus  Dispensator  of  Domesday  is  identical  with  Robert 
Marmion  of  Scrivelsby.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  114-115 

T.C.B.  13 

11.  Lyons  Inn 

1814  Oct.  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  support  of  his  literary  labours;  does  not 

intend  to  defend  the  Princess  of  Wales;  in  giving  a  historical  account  of 
the  matter,  he  would  resent  its  being  construed  in  a  party  political  sense ; 
mentions  that  the  Queen  Consort  of  George  I  was  not  crowned  with  the 
King,  but  that  is  no  precedent  for  the  present  case,  the  differences  of 
which  are  discussed ;  agrees  with  B.  that  Robert  Despenser  is  the  same  as 
Robert  Marmion  of  Dugdale;  the  documents  relating  to  the  King’s 
Champion.  [These  questions  are  all  discussed  in  detail  in  this  long  letter 
of  8  pp.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  64-67 

D.T.C.  19.  86-91 

12.  Soho  Square  1814  Nov.  10  *  Returns  thanks  for  information  on  the  coronation  of 
Queen’s  Consort;  considers  that  John  of  Ghent  tampered  with  the  public 


13.  Park  Place 

records  and  that  as  sole  judge  of  the  Court  of  Claims  he  found  that 
Dymoke  produced  better  proofs  than  his  opponent,  the  documents  for 
which  may  have  been  fabricated  for  the  occasion;  only  the  Champion 
retained  by  the  Abbot  of  Glastonbury,  temp.  Henry  III,  was  tolerated  by 
the  Laws  of  Personal  Combat  and  refers  to  the  Blason  of  Gentry  for 
further  details.  Hornby.  <2) 

Dawson  MS.  46.  48 

1817  Oct.  13  Asks  B.’s  help  to  obtain  him  a  post  in  the  British  Museum 

when  a  vacancy  occurs;  he  could  obtain  testimonials  from  the  Marquis 
of  Winchester,  Visct.  Chetwynd,  Sir  John  Grey  Egerton,  and  others. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  129 
D.T.C.  20.  54-55 

14.  Park  Place 

1818  Mar.  23  Sends  copies  of  the  second  edition  of  his  coronation  treatise 

for  B.  and  Miss  Banks;  thanks  B.  for  allowing  him  to  see  the  extract  from 
the  Pipe  Rolls  concerning  Robert  Marmion.  D.T.C.  20.  88-89 

15.  Park  Place 

1818  Sept.  7  Is  in  financial  difficulties  and  asks  for  a  loan  of  £500;  gives 

a  long  statement  of  his  affairs  and  of  unfulfilled  covenants  and  expectations 
from  various  members  of  the  Banks  family. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  159-160 
D.T.C.  20.  132-134 

16.  [Spring 
Grove] 

1818  Sept.  9  *  He  does  not  find  it  convenient  to  advance  the  sum  asked 

for,  as  the  war  has  reduced  his  income  below  the  level  of  his  expenditure ; 
he  is  not  in  the  habit  of  lending  money  at  interest,  and  presumes  that  on 
the  security  offered,  other  friends  would  be  willing  to  accommodate  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  160  vo. 

D.T.C.  20.  135 


Banks,  Thomas  Christopher,  continued 


17- 


18. 


[Spring 

Grove] 


Park  Place  1818  Sept,  n  Presses  again  for  a  loan,  and  ascribes  his  position  to  losses 
incurred  by  his  father  to  a  connection  of  B.’s;  understands  also  that  B. 
has  often  given  financial  assistance  to  others. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  161-162 
D.T.C.  20.  136-138 

1818  Sept.  13  *  Replies,  “I  am  now  the  first  time  charged  with  the  losses 
supposed  by  you  to  have  been  suffered  by  your  Family  in  consequence  of 
a  near  connection  with  mine”;  is  unaware  that  there  is  any  connection. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  162  vo. 

D.T.C.  20.  139 

1818  Sept.  16  He  attempts  self-justification  by  recalling  statements  in 
previous  letters ;  ends  with  a  Parthian  Shot,  “I  have  never  before  told  you, 
your  carriages  bear  the  arms  with  false  colours — viz  a  Cross  Or,  between 
4  Fleur  de  Lis  or,  instead  of  argf”  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  163-164 

D.T.C.  20.  140-142 

Note. — The  writer  of  the  foregoing  letters,  having  failed  to  obtain  money  from  B., 
published  an  ill-natured  pamphlet  entitled  A  Memoir  of  a  Great  Man  with  a  Little  Mind, 
London,  1819  (quoted  above  as  T.C.B.).  Banks  treated  it  with  silent  contempt. 


19.  Park  Place 


BARCLAY,  David  (1728-1809).  Banker 

1.  Southwark  1791  Feb.  17  Sends  specimen  of  Maple  Sugar  with  a  pamphlet  des¬ 
cribing  its  use ;  sends  also  sample  of  plaster  of  Paris  received  from  [Sir] 
Brook  Watson,  and  used  in  Canada  as  a  manure.  Kew:  BC.  2.  32 


BARING,  Sir  Francis  (1740-1810).  Banker 

1.  London  1805  Oct.  10  Informs  B.  that  following  the  success  of  the  Royal  Institu¬ 

tion,  a  movement  has  been  set  on  foot  to  found  a  similar  one  in  the  City 
and  invokes  B.’s  support;  describes  its  intended  constitution  and  manage¬ 
ment  and  proposes  to  deliver  the  bye-laws  to  B.  for  his  approval;  appends 
a  list  of  the  bankers  and  others  who  will  hold  honorary  office. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  317-318 
D.T.C.  16.  142-145 

2.  [Revesby  1805]  Oct.  14  *  He  regards  with  the  greatest  respect  the  proposal  for 

Abbey  the  City  Institution ;  points  out,  however,  that  the  Royal  Society,  the  Royal 

Institution  and  the  Liverpool  Athenaeum  are  directed  entirely  by  men  of 
science  and  doubts  the  efficiency  of  business  men  for  such  direction ;  he  feels 
honoured  by  the  invitation  to  take  office,  but  failing  health  precludes  this; 
he  will  however  be  pleased  to  give  financial  assistance.  D.T.C.  16.  147-148 


BARKER,  Thomas  (1722-1800).  Rutlandshire  Landowner 

1.  Lyndon,  1789  Mar.  28  Sends  account  of  the  effects  of  the  late  severe  frost; 

[Rutland]  mentions  a  letter  received  on  the  same  subject  from  [his  brother-in-law, 

the  Rev.  Gilbert]  White  of  Selborne;  describes  trees  split  by  frost  and  by 
lightning.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  339 

BARLOW,  Sir  Robert  (1757-1843).  Commissioner  of  Chatham  Dockyard 

1.  Chatham  1809  Mar.  —  [To  the  Navy  Board.]  Report  on  tests  made  on  ropes  of 
banana  fibre ;  he  does  not  consider  it  suitable  for  cables  or  standing  rigging, 
but  it  would  be  serviceable  for  running  rigging  if  hemp  cannot  be  obtained. 
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[See  also  Greetham,  T.  and  Thompson,  T.  B.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  296 


BARNARD,  Sir  Frederick  (1743-1830).  King’s  Librarian 

1.  St.  James’s  [1783]  Jan.  8  He  has  been  commanded  by  H.M.  to  enquire  from  B.  the 

name  of  the  agent  supplying  foreign  journals  for  B.’s  library,  and  his 
terms.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  121 

2.  St.  James’s  [1783]  Mar.  8  The  King,  after  first  objecting,  has  now  agreed  to  add  his 

name  as  a  subscriber  to  Taylor’s  book  [Picturesque  Beauties  of  Shakespeare ] ; 
he  observes  that  the  Royal  Library  is  not  in  the  printed  list  of  subscribers. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  126 


BARNARD,  Thomas,  F.R.S.  (1726-1806).  Bishop  of  Killaloe 

1.  Dublin  1785  Apl.  18  Announces  that  a  society  has  been  formed  on  the  model  of 

R.S.  for  the  promotion  of  Science  and  the  study  of  antiquities;  requests 
that  a  copy  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  R.S.  may  be  sent  as  guide  for 
drafting  those  of  the  new  Academy ;  application  will  be  made  for  a  Royal 
Charter  as  soon  as  all  the  arrangements  are  complete.  D.T.C.  4.  1 31-132 

2.  Dublin  1785  May  4  Thanks  B.  for  his  communication  which  was  laid  before  a 

full  meeting  of  the  Academy  at  which  the  officers  and  council  were  elected ; 
it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  B.  should  be  asked  to  become  an  Original 
Fellow;  outlines  the  aims,  terms  of  subscription,  etc.,  of  the  Academy 
which  will  include  in  its  scope  Natural  Knowledge,  Polite  Literature  and 
Antiquities;  an  assurance  has  been  given  that  Government  will  grant  a 
suitable  building.  D.T.C.  4.  1 3 5—1 37 

3.  Dublin  1785  Aug.  29  Informs  B.  that  a  deputation  has  waited  upon  the  Lord 

Lieutenant  with  the  intended  charter  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  request¬ 
ing  him  to  transmit  it  to  the  King  with  his  recommendation ;  encloses  a 
copy  for  B.,  together  with  the  printed  list  of  members;  the  draft  of  the 
charter  is  based  upon  those  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian  Societies; 
thanks  B.  for  his  co-operation;  in  a  PS.  informs  B.  that  the  Bishop  of 
Dromore  had  left  town  when  B.’s  letter  [about  fossils]  arrived  [see 
Percy,  Thomas,  Nos.  1,  2];  he  will  be  glad  to  receive  Phil.  Trans,  for 
the  period  during  which  he  has  been  F.R.S.  D.T.C.  4.  156-157 


4.  Dublin  1786  Feb.  1  Announces  that  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  has  been  duly 

established  and  incorporated,  and  the  charter  and  laws  will  be  printed  and 
distributed  to  members;  there  have  been  meetings  at  which  papers  have 
been  read,  some  of  which  will  be  published;  hopes  that  no  party  or 
personal  interests  will  impair  the  impartiality  of  selection  which  he 
considers  should  be  by  ballot,  and  asks  B.’s  advice;  it  has  been  unani¬ 
mously  decided  that  no  subscription  will  be  accepted  from  B.  for  his 
original  membership.  D.T.C.  5.  16-18 


BARRALLIER,  Francis  Louis  (1773-1853).  Army  Officer  and  Explorer 

1.  London  1803  Nov.  6  Requests  the  return  of  the  rough  draft  and  charts  of  the 

narrative  of  his  journey  to  the  Blue  Mountains  (New  South  Wales),  left 
at  B.’s  house.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  281 


3  b.l. 
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BARRINGTON,  Hon.  Daines,  F.R.S.  (1727-1800).  Lawyer,  Naturalist  and  Antiquary 

1.  [London]  1774  Feb.  5  Has  taken  B.’s  specimen  of  a  rare  bird  (not  named)  to  be 

mounted ;  wishes  to  consult  B.  about  desiderata  to  be  procured  from  S. 
America;  desires  to  borrow  Ldloa’s  book  on  Peru.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  44 

2.  King’s  1778  Alar.  16  Having  received  a  letter  from  Blagden  of  Jan  16  1778  about 

Bench  Walk  the  distribution  of  specimens  sent,  asks  B.  to  retain  what  he  requires  for 

himself  and  send  the  rest  to  Lever’s  museum.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  72 

BARRINGTON  {nee  GUISE),  Jane  (d.  1807).  Wife  of  Shute  Barrington,  Bishop  of  Durham 
1.  Cavendish  [r.  1800]  Feb.  20  Informs  B.  that  her  Cinnamon-tree  is  now  in  flower, 

Square  and  if  he  desires  to  send  an  artist  to  draw  it,  she  will  give  instructions  to 

her  gardener  at  Alongewell  to  receive  him.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  32 


BARROW,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1764-1848).  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty 


1.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 


1800  Dec.  10  Informs  B.  that  [George]  Caley,  during  his  stay  at  the 
Cape,  set  out  alone  on  a  botanical  exploration  to  the  mountains;  he,  or  a 
similar  man,  would  be  desirable  at  the  Cape  itself ;  Alasson  has  supplied 
Kew  with  a  rich  consignment  of  rare  plants,  but  many  more  remain  to  be 
collected ;  he  has  sent  some  roots  of  Strelitzia,  one  of  a  new  species ;  the 
new  Governor  has  changed  the  Botanic  Garden  from  a  place  of  utility  to 
a  mere  appendage  of  Government  House.  D.T.C.  12.  133-13 5 

2.  Revesbv  1805  Oct.  19  *  The  cases  of  Natural  Flistory  objects  sent  home  by  the 

Abbey  naturalists  [of  the  Investigator ]  testify  to  their  diligence  and  industry; 

there  are  38  cases  in  all,  including  11  of  drawings  by  Bauer,  12  of  dried 
plants,  the  rest  being  animals,  minerals,  etc;  he  notes  they  are  to  be  sent 
by  canal  and  they  will  therefore  not  arrive  till  long  after  his  return  to 
town;  he  considers  they  should  be  returned  to  the  care  of  the  naturalists 
to  be  fully  worked  out  and  that  their  salaries  should  be  continued  while 
they  are  so  engaged.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  185 

3.  Soho  Square  1807  Jan.  —  *  He  submits  a  detailed  report  for  the  Board  of  Admiralty 

on  the  scientific  work  of  Robert  Brown  and  Ferdinand  Bauer  on  the 
voyage  of  the  Investigator  and  since  their  return ;  Brown,  though  engaged 
as  a  botanist,  made  also  collections  and  observations  in  zoology,  geology, 
etc. ;  he  collected  3,600  species  of  plants,  besides  many  specimens  of  birds, 
mammals,  insects  and  minerals;  Bauer  has  made  large  numbers  of  draw¬ 
ings  of  high  artistic  and  scientific  merit,  2,073  'n  number;  suggests  that 
their  salaries  be  continued  during  their  work  on  the  collections;  makes 
further  recommendations  on  the  disposal  and  publication  of  the  speci¬ 
mens;  sends  an  account  for  £87  which  he  has  expended  for  the  transport, 
etc.,  of  the  collections.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  237-245 


4.  Admiralty 


5.  Admiralty 

6.  Admiralty 


1809  June  2  In  consequence  of  the  information  sent  by  B.  a  sloop  is 
standing  by  near  Ireland  to  give  protection  to  trade,  but  so  far  no  applica¬ 
tion  for  convoy  has  been  made ;  asks  for  particulars  of  the  ships  ready  to 
sail,  and  presumes  such  ships  have  proper  licences. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  48-49 

1810  Sept.  24  Announces  the  release  of  Alatthew  Flinders. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  330 
1810  Oct.  26  Air.  Yorke  has  considered  B.’s  letter  and  is  anxious  to  go 
to  the  full  extent  of  his  power  in  the  matter  of  Flinders’s  commission;  he 
intended  to  date  it  back  to  the  time  when  the  cartel  sailed  from  the  lie  de 
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France;  the  question  arose  as  to  the  power  of  the  Board  to  back-date 
commissions  and  it  appears  that  they  cannot  sign  a  commission  that 
became  effective  before  the  present  Board  came  into  power;  no  trifling 
obstacles,  however,  will  prevent  the  fulfilment  of  their  intentions. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  334-335 
7.  Southampton  1814  Sept.  1  He  is  pleased  to  learn  that  Kew  will  not  be  neglected;  he 


8.  Admiralty 

believes  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  still  has  great  resources  in  unknown 
plants;  they  could  be  collected  at  little  expense  if  Lord  Bathurst  will 
supply  wagons  and  other  facilities;  Burchell  has  been  collecting  in  S. 
Africa  and  he  is  “daily  expected  with  an  immense  cargo  of  curiosities’’. 

D.T.C.  19.  64-65 

1815  May  22  To  prevent  delay  and  needless  expense,  the  botanist 

should  be  furnished  with  orders  to  local  overseers  to  provide  wagons  and 
an  escort  if  he  goes  beyond  the  boundaries ;  orders  should  also  be  given  to 
transmit  to  the  Cape  promptly  consignments  of  plants  collected;  he 
indicates  the  route  and  the  places  at  which  facilities  should  be  provided ; 
in  the  instructions  to  be  drafted  by  B.  the  collector  should  be  ordered  to 
explore  all  forests  on  the  E.  coast  and  adjoining  plains;  when  the  letters  are 
ready  to  be  sent,  he  will  have  them  forwarded  to  the  Colonial  Secretary 
to  be  put  into  effect.  D.T.C.  19.  1 55—1 57 

9.  Admiralty 

1815  July  29  Both  Goulburn  and  Lord  Bathurst  think  an  expedition 

up  the  Congo  more  likely  to  be  successful  than  down  the  Niger;  in  any 
case  it  would  be  discreditable  to  this  country  to  remain  in  ignorance  as  to 
whether  these  two  streams  are  one  and  the  same  river;  nothing  can  be 
done  without  B.’s  assistance,  and  asks  him  to  find  a  suitable  man  as 
naturalist;  a  clever  and  sensible  Lieutenant  or  Commander  should 
command  the  expedition;  both  the  soldiers  and  sailors  employed  should 
belong  to  one  of  H.M.  ships  and  be  under  Martial  Law  to  maintain 
discipline.  D.T.C.  19.  167-168 

10.  Admiralty 

1815  Aug.  5  Sends  papers  for  B.’s  information  at  the  desire  of  Murdoch; 

Commander  [James  Kingston]  Tuckey  is  to  command  the  expedition;  he 
made  a  Survey  of  Port  Phillip,  N.S.W.,  which  agrees  exactly  with  that 
lately  made  by  Flinders  and  has  published  works  on  hydrography  and 
surveying;  Tuckey  thinks  that  the  river  can  be  ascended  with  sail  and  oar 
and  [Sir  Robert]  Seppings  [naval  architect]  will  construct  a  suitable 
vessel  in  six  weeks.  D.T.C.  19.  169 

11.  [Soho 

Square 

1815]  Aug.  6  *  He  considers  himself  concerned  with  the  expedition  only 

as  regards  the  selection  of  a  naturalist ;  the  task  as  planned  seems  to  him 
to  present  very  great  difficulties,  but  he  relies  on  Rennie’s  objections  to 
using  a  steamboat  and  on  Seppings’s  ability  to  provide  a  suitable  craft,  and 
also  on  Tuckey’s  ability  and  skill.  D.T.C.  19.  170 

12.  Admiralty 

1815  Aug.  8  He  fully  realizes  the  difficulties  of  the  expedition  but  it  is 

the  desire  of  Lord  Bathurst  and  the  Admiralty  that  it  should  be  properly 
carried  out ;  it  is  thought  that  sending  armed  men  would  provoke  hostility ; 
any  suggestions  by  B.  will  be  carefully  considered ;  if  the  expedition  should 
penetrate  a  thousand  miles  up  the  country  and  procure  useful  information, 
it  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  D.T.C.  19.  171-173 

13.  Soho  Square 

1815  Aug.  12  *  Experience  in  the  Endeavour  and  in  the  Bread-fruit 

expeditions  has  shown  that  it  is  better  to  adopt  a  sufficiently  extensive 
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14.  Admiralty 


15.  Admiralty 


t6.  Admiralty 


Barrow,  Sir  John,  continued 

plan  at  first  than  to  do  it  after  a  failure ;  Portuguese  and  natives,  especially 
in  Benin,  are  not  likely  to  be  friendly  and  the  navigation  of  the  river  will 
often  be  difficult;  as  the  expedition  is  a  naval  one,  he  will  submit  to  the 
judgement  of  the  experts;  is  now  searching  for  a  suitable  naturalist; 
considers  Tuckey  suitable  as  a  leader.  D.T.C.  19.  174-178 

1815  Aug.  16  Encloses  Rennie’s  report  on  the  suggested  use  of  a  steam¬ 
boat  for  river  navigation;  he  sees  difficulties  in  conveying  so  heavy  a 
vessel  with  the  other  boats  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  as  they  cannot  sail 
or  be  towed  through  the  Bay  of  Biscay  in  winter;  Lord  Melville  has 
suggested  Marines  instead  of  the  negro  guard  proposed  by  B. ;  he  thinks 
the  return  down  the  river  will  be  more  encouraging  than  that  of  Mungo 
Park;  hopes  to  have  the  commander  appointed  to-day.  D.T.C.  19.  179-180 
1815  Oct.  3  Details  the  arrangements  for  the  remuneration  of  the 
naturalist,  draughtsman,  and  other  non-naval  persons  to  be  sent  to  Africa 
for  service  in  the  steam  vessel  Congo ;  Lord  Amherst’s  mission  to  China 
does  not  seem  to  promise  success ;  a  man  should  be  sent  who  can  speak  and 
write  Chinese,  for  the  present  ambassador  and  his  secretary  can  do  neither 
and  the  Chinese  know  no  language  but  their  own.  D.T.C.  19.  196-197 
1815  Nov.  30  Two  “Scotch  lads”  [Goldie  and  Syme]  have  offered  their 
services  and  he  is  inclined  to  take  them  as  there  will  be  room  for  both; 
with  these,  and  the  aid  of  Edward  Galway,  a  mineralogist  and  gentleman- 
volunteer,  he  thinks  that  a  professed  naturalist  can  be  dispensed  with ;  the 
two  surgeons  engaged,  especially  McKarrow,  are  stated  to  have  extensive 
knowledge  of  Natural  History;  the  two  friends  [Goldie  and  Syme]  rather 
than  be  parted,  would  divide  a  single  salary  between  them  but  “we  shall 
be  more  liberal  than  take  them  on  those  terms”.  D.T.C.  19.  220 

1815  Dec.  1]  *  He  is  not  inclined  to  engage  the  “Scotch  lads”;  their 
botanical  drawings  are  such  that  no  botanist  could  accept  or  use  them ;  one 
of  them  [Goldie]  is  presumptuous  enough  to  match  his  talent  with  that  of 
a  real  and  approved  draughtsman ;  their  Herbarium  does  not  extend  beyond 
Scottish  plants,  and  for  a  southern  expedition  a  Kew  gardener  of  wide 
experience  is  preferable;  he  is  awaiting  the  return  of  Dr.  [William  Elford] 
Leach  from  Paris  in  order  to  consult  him  about  a  suitable  naturalist,  but 
if  he  fails,  a  Kew  gardener  could  be  supplied  at  short  notice. 

D.T.C.  19.  221-222 

1817  Oct.  8  Encloses  a  letter  from  Henry  Goulburn  ( q.v .  No.  2)  stating 
that  Lord  Bathurst  is  anxious  to  forward  the  project  of  B.’s  friend  to 
proceed  to  Timbuctoo  and  Tripoli  and  will  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
the  British  Consul.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  127-128 

D.T.C.  20.  50 


17.  [Soho 
Square 


18.  Admiralty 


BARRUEL,  Abbe  Augustin  (1741-1820) 

1.  London  1801  Mar.  28  Has  a  letter  from  the  Comte  de  Cassini  (q.v.)  for  B.  re¬ 

lating  to  his  aunt,  to  which  he  can  add  some  personal  particulars ;  has  been 
told  that  B.  is  indisposed  and  cannot  receive  visitors;  requests  B.  to 
inform  him  when  he  may  call.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  10 

2.  London  1801  Afar.  31  Regrets  that  B.’s  indisposition  prevents  him  from  bringing 

the  letter  of  Cassini  about  his  aunt,  the  Marquise  de  Cassini ;  she  has  lost 
almost  everything,  but  still  has  a  very  fine  house  in  Paris  worth  at  least 
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Barruel,  Abbe  Augustin,  continued 

£500,000,  at  present  she  is  living  in  Manchester,  and  after  paying  rent 
has  only  2s.  a  day  for  food  for  herself  and  servant;  she  wishes  to  borrow 
money  to  enable  her  to  return  to  Paris.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  8-9 


2. 


Philadelphia 


BARTON,  Benjamin  Smith  (1766-1815).  Naturalist 

1.  Philadelphia  1783  May  26  His  work  has  not  yet  gone  to  press  on  account  of  the  mass 
of  information  he  has  received  of  ancient  fortifications  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghanies  which  he  attributes  to  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era;  shares 
B.’s  view  of  the  antiquity  of  the  American  world ;  sends  specimens  of  a  new 
species  of  Aralia ;  introduces  Joseph  Barnes;  has  been  visited  by  von 
Rohr  from  Ste  Croix.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  208-209 

[1792]  Oct.  12  Introduces  John  Churchman  ( q.v.)\  sends  a  letter  for 
Sparrman  of  Stockholm  and  requests  B.  to  forward  it;  discusses  the 
Podophyllum  of  Linnaeus;  the  local  Philosophical  Society  is  about  to 
publish  Transactions.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  82 

1796  Jan.  23  Fears  his  last  letter  to  B.  has  gone  astray;  he  would  be 
grateful  for  fragments  of  American  pottery;  describes  the  opening  of  a 
barrow  containing  copper  implements;  believes  the  larger  tumuli  and 
fortifications  in  N.  America  to  be  the  work  of  Mexicans  or  a  people  of 
similar  culture ;  believes  also  that  there  was  a  great  revolution  long  before 
the  time  of  Columbus;  asks  if  the  works  of  Plunkenet  are  available  in 
England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  415 

1804  June  6  The  latest  part  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Boston  Academy 
has  been  sent  to  R.S.,  but  Phil.  Trans,  is  not  received  in  exchange;  asks 
B.  unofficially  if  he  will  see  that  the  exchange  is  regularly  made;  Humboldt 
has  recently  returned  from  S.  America  with  rich  collections,  and  has 
discovered  the  tree  which  yields  Angostura  bark. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  333 


3.  Philadelphia 


4.  Philadelphia 


BARTON,  George.  Borough-Reeve  of  Manchester 

1.  Manchester  1788  June  18  At  a  public  meeting  called  to  consider  patents  for  new 
methods  of  bleaching,  a  letter  from  B.  was  read  describing  the  process  of 
Berthollet,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  B.  was  passed  for  his  interest  in 
promoting  commerce.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  304 


Bx\SSETT,  Francis,  Baron  de  Dunstanville  (1757-1835) 

1.  London  1802  Apl.  2  Although  always  ready  to  obey  the  summons  of  B.,  he 
regrets  that  on  this  occasion  it  is  not  possible  for  him  to  do  so.  [The 
meeting  to  discuss  the  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2  14 


2.  London 


3.  Tehidy 
Park 


1802  May  20  Will  inform  his  friends  of  the  proposal  to  erect  a  statue 
to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  and  endeavour  to  obtain  subscriptions. 

Wellcome ,  67766.  (37) 

1813  Nov.  14  At  the  request  of  Davies  Giddy  [afterwards  Gilbert]  sends 
the  enclosed  [presumably  a  plant],  which  be  received  from  the  Rev. 
Reynolds,  vicar  of  Conway,  with  a  note  that  it  was  found  in  a  field  of  his 
in  which  oats  had  not  been  grown  in  living  memory. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  53 
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Bassett,  Francis,  continued 

4.  Tehidy  1814  Feb.  22  Thanks  B.  for  letter  and  informs  him  that  on  the  proposal 

Park  of  Dr.  Parish  a  geological  society  has  been  formed  in  the  Hundred  of 

Penwith,  of  which  he  is  patron  and  Davies  Giddy  president;  Giddy  is 
much  afflicted  by  his  father’s  death.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  77-78 


BATHURST, 
1.  Wimbledon 


2.  Board  of 
Trade 


3.  [Board  of 
Trade 


4.  [Soho 
Square 


5.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


6.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


Henry,  3rd  Earl  Bathurst  (1762-1834).  Statesman 

1798  June  24  Has  intended  to  visit  B.  to  discuss  the  state  of  the  new 
Mint;  is  informed  that  the  stamping  of  dollars  requires  new  machinery 
which  is  not  yet  complete,  although  the  contractor’s  time-limit  has  long 
expired,  and  the  staff  are  not  yet  instructed  in  the  handling  of  the  new 
machines;  suggests  terminating  the  East  India  copper  contract,  also  that 
Boulton  should  instruct  the  officers  of  the  Mint  as  to  the  use  of  the 
machinery;  desires  B.  to  become  “Plenipo  or  rather  LTmpire  and  general 
pacificator  between  these  contending  interests”;  asks  B.  to  write  to 
Boulton  requesting  him  to  come  to  London.  D.T.C.  10.  (2).  300-301 
1809  May  30  Until  informed  by  B.,  he  had  not  heard  of  Cochrane 
Johnstone’s  ( q.v .)  speculations  in  Spanish  sheep;  he  cannot  believe  that 
he  was  authorized  by  Government,  and  if  he  had  obtained  the  sheep  for 
the  King  without  authority,  considers  that  he  is  to  be  blamed  rather  than 
encouraged.  D.T.C.  17.  306 

1809  June  — ]  Advice  has  been  received  of  the  Junta  at  Seville  having 
offered  4,000  Merino  sheep  to  the  King;  asks  what  is  to  be  done  with 
them,  and  if  they  are  the  same  sheep  that  Cochrane  Johnstone  takes  the 
credit  of  having  procured.  D.T.C.  17.  307 

1809  June  10]  #  ‘‘The  die  is  thrown  &  H.M.  Ministers  must  abide  by 
the  hazard  of  the  Casts.  12,000  Merino  Sheep  are  embarked  on  board 
Transports  in  the  Service  of  the  Government  under  the  Sanction  of  the 
Admiral  on  the  Station  &  will  arrive  possibly  in  a  week  probably  in  a 
fortnight  and  certainly  in  the  course  of  the  present  month  of  June.  The 
animals  are  addressed  by  a  letter  scarce  amounting  to  a  Consignment  to 
Sir  John  Sinclair  as  P.B.A.  &  Mr.  Cobbett  the  political  writer”;  as  the 
Transports  must  be  cleared  immediately,  pasture  must  be  found,  a  matter 
of  difficulty  in  its  present  state;  if  proper  provision  is  not  made,  the 
mortality  of  the  animals  will  cause  a  public  scandal;  application  might  be 
made  to  the  Prince  to  allow  the  sheep  to  be  put  on  Dartmoor;  the  King’s 
2,000  sheep  must  be  pastured  on  the  South  Downs;  estimates  of  cost,  etc. 
[Cameron,  206,  part.]  D.T.C.  17.  308-310 

1812  Sept.  19  *  Is  glad  to  hear  that  his  suggestions  regarding  the  Mint 
have  found  favour  with  Lords  Liverpool  and  Clancarty  and  that  he  is 
acquitted  of  all  motives  of  patronage ;  the  public  mind  should  be  set  at  rest 
regarding  the  circulation  of  tokens  in  place  of  coin  and  their  value  should 
be  adjusted  according  to  the  rise  and  fall  of  silver;  he  would  raise  the  value 
of  the  3s.  token  to  45.,  the  is.  6 d.  token  to  2 s.  and  a  9 d.  token  should  be 
issued;  dollars  should  be  called  in  at  a  small  premium  and  coined  into 
tokens,  and  bad  copper  coins  withdrawn.  D.T.C.  18.  179-181 

1812  Oct.  13  *  He  has  little  to  add  to  his  previous  letter;  agrees  with  the 
propriety  of  the  Bank  Directors  issuing  a  full  explanation  to  the  public; 
is  constantly  asked  why  coin  is  not  issued  instead  of  tokens  and  has  always 
convinced  enquirers  of  the  folly  of  issuing  coin  during  the  excessive 

38 


Bathurst,  Henry,  continued 

fluctuation  of  silver;  the  sources  of  supply  are  unproductive  and  the 
consumption  of  silver  hourly  increasing;  the  arrears  due  to  the  troops  in 
Spain  are  daily  increasing  and  Government  must  find  the  means  of 
reducing  them ;  the  season  is  unfavourable  to  the  harvest  and  much  spring 
corn  is  still  in  the  fields ;  much  of  this  season’s  wheat  must  be  threshed  for 
seed.  D.T.C.  18.  184-185 

7.  [London]  1812  Oct.  13.  Had  been  much  alarmed  to  hear  that  the  price  of  silver  had 
so  risen  as  to  make  tokens  intrinsically  worth  more  than  their  nominal 
value  and  by  the  attempts  to  repeal  the  bill  for  crying  down  the  country 
tokens;  the  Bank  is  opposed  to  the  idea  of  a  second  rise  in  value  and  state 
that  the  proposals  of  the  Treasury  will  meet  with  much  opposition;  the 
price  of  silver  has  since  fallen  and  the  tokens  are  now  worth  little  more 
than  their  nominal  value;  has  ordered  the  dies  for  a  9 d.  token  to  be  pre¬ 
pared,  but  no  decision  to  issue  has  yet  been  made.  D.T.C.  18.  186-187 

BATSCH,  August  Johann  Georg  Carl  (1761-1802).  Botanist 

1.  Jena  1793  Apl.  23  Is  sending  B.,  by  the  hands  of  Lehrberg,  the  second 

fasciculus  of  his  Analyses  Florum.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  210 


BATSON,  Robert  (1742-1818).  Miscellaneous  Writer 

1.  Soho  Square  1796  Apl.  19  As  desired,  he  has  brought  and  left  at  B.’s  house  a  plan  for 

regulating  the  Thames  to  obviate  the  cutting  of  a  canal  or  docks  before 
their  necessity  has  been  decided;  would  like  B.’s  opinion  on  the  proposals 
he  made  to  the  City  in  1774.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  138 

D.T.C.  10.  (1).  44 

2.  [Soho  1796  Apl.  20]  *  Considers  the  scheme  for  wet  docks,  etc.,  is  excellent  and 

Square  “would  bring  matters  much  nearer  to  perfection  than  any  thing  that  has 

yet  been  proposed”.  [Written  on  verso  of  No.  1.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  138  vo. 

D.T.C.  10.  (1).  45-46 

BATT,  William,  M.D.  Physician 

1.  Genoa  1801  Dec.  23  Recalls  that  nearly  40  years  have  passed  since  he  and  B. 

met;  he  is  sending  this  letter  by  Dr.  Marshall,  Physician  Extraordinary  to 
the  King  of  Naples;  is  anxious  to  have  some  particulars  of  the  Hydatids 
discharged  from  the  ears  of  Elizabeth  Akers  of  Collingbourne ;  he  was  an 
eye-witness  and  perfectly  remembers  the  principal  circumstances;  he 
understands  that  three  of  these  worms  were  sent  to  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  136 


BAUER,  Ferdinand  Lucas  (1760-1826).  Botanical  Artist 

1.  Sydney  1803  Aug.  8  Apologizes  for  delay  in  writing;  he  has  worked  diligently 

and  has  made  in  New  Holland  more  than  1000  drawings  of  plants  and  200 
of  animals;  these  all  require  to  be  “finished”,  but  as  yet  has  no  finished 
ones  to  send  home;  on  Flinders’s  determination  to  return  to  England,  he 
and  Brown  decided  to  stay  in  New  South  Wales  and  continue  their 
collections.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  125 

2.  At  Sea  1804  Aug.  27  Describes  the  journeys  made  in  New  South  Wales  since 

the  departure  of  Flinders  from  Port  Jackson;  Brown  has  gone  to  Van 
Diemen’s  Land  and  has  not  yet  returned;  fine  weather  has  favoured  the 
making  of  many  drawings  of  plants;  he  is  on  the  way  to  Norfolk  Island 
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with  Capt.  Bunker  of  the  Albion,  the  bearer  of  this  letter  who  will  make 
his  passage  to  England  leaving  him  (Bauer)  on  the  island  for  two  months 
until  the  arrival  of  Investigator  which  is  to  remove  settlers  and  return  to 
Port  Jackson.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  293 

D.T.C.  15.  64-65 

BAUER,  Franz  Andreas  (1758-1840).  Botanical  Artist 

1.  Soho  Square  1791  July  19  *  Invites  Bauer  to  come  to  Spring  Grove  to  draw  his 

Pergularia ,  now  in  fine  flower  and  to  stay  to  dinner. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  124 

2.  Soho  Square  1805  Apl.  —  *  Requests  him  to  come  to  Soho  Square  to  confer  with  Mr. 

[Taylor]  Combe  on  the  making  of  papyrus  from  Cyperus\  if  he  will  state 
the  day  of  his  visit,  he  will  arrange  with  Combe  to  be  there;  asks  him  to 
bring  with  him  a  stem  of  Cyperus  wrapped  in  a  damp  cloth ;  he  is  sure  that 
Aiton  will  spare  a  stem  when  he  knows  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  wanted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  168 


BAXTER,  Alexander 


1.  Odiham 


2.  Odiham 


3.  Odiham 

4.  Odiham 

5.  Odiham 


1786  Aug.  12  Sends  an  extract  from  his  journal,  kept  in  N.  America, 
and  an  account  of  the  septennial  flux  and  reflux  in  the  Great  Lakes. 

R.S.  Letters,  1784-7.  6 

1787  Dec.  9  Having  received  from  his  correspondent  at  Montreal  a  bag 

of  Folks  Avoines  [Zizania],  asks  B.’s  advice  as  to  its  cultivation;  he  has 
received  also  stones  of  the  Black  Cherry  and  some  Plinoise  Nuts  for  trial ; 
observations  on  the  floods  in  1761.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  290 

1789  Apl.  4  Sends  some  stones  of  the  American  Black  Cherry,  called  the 
Sand  Cherry ;  the  Zizania  he  has  under  cultivation  has  not  germinated. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  340 

1790  Apl.  20  Returns  thanks  for  sending  [seeds  of]  Folles  Avoines;  he  is 
sending  a  parcel  of  Tokens  and  his  meteorological  journal. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  8 

1790  May  10  He  has  sown  the  seed  of  Folles  Avoines;  he  thinks  the 
bank  at  Virginia  Water  on  the  edge  of  Windsor  Park  a  suitable  place  to 
transplant  the  Black  Cherries.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  12 


BAYARD,  John.  Military  Officer 

1.  Friendship,  1798  July  8  Reports  that  vermin  having  attacked  the  roots  in  his  charge 
at  sea  [see  Roxburgh,  W.,  No.  22],  he  has  thought  it  advisable  to  open  the 

basket  to  admit  air ;  most  of  the  roots  were  found  to  be  sprouting. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  128 


BAYLY,  William  (1737-1810).  Astronomer 

1.  Portsmouth  1786  Aug.  8  Recommends  William  Daws  as  eligible  to  serve  on  a 
voyage  of  discovery ;  he  knows  several  languages  and  has  a  good  knowledge 
of  Natural  History.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  237 


BEAUFOY,  Henry  Hanbury  (d.  1795).  Politician;  Secretary  of  Board  of  Control  and  of  African 
Association 

1.  Goreland,  1788  Oct.  18  Ledyard  has  arrived  at  Alexandria;  his  ardour  and  loyalty 
Beaconsfield  to  the  Assn,  justify  hope  and  the  propriety  of  the  choice  made. 

D.T.C.  6.  82 
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Beaufoy,  Henry  Hanbury,  continued 

2.  Gt.  George  1789  July  23  Barclay  and  Sansome  have  postponed  their  intended 

Street  meeting  and  Dodsworth’s  scheme  is  equally  inconsistent  with  the  state 

of  the  Association’s  funds  and  with  prudence;  has  informed  Swediaur 
(. q.v .)  that  B.  is  inclined  to  place  him  in  charge  of  the  Gambia  expedition 
and  “to  give  him  the  aid  of  the  Moor  as  a  useful  but  subordinate  partner”. 

D.T.C.  6.  184-185 

3.  Goreland  1789  July  31  “Swediaur  has  probably  told  you  of  the  spirit  with  which 

the  merchants  are  beginning  to  proceed  .  .  .  and  the  account  which 
[Simon]  Lucas  has  collected  from  the  Shereef  Imhamed  is  likely,  against 
all  expectations,  to  prove  of  considerable  value”;  sends  a  comparison  of 
the  Sherif’s  and  Ben  Ali’s  accounts  of  the  kingdom  of  Bernou;  the 
Narrative  of  his  travels  from  Fezan  to  capital  of  Nigrita  and  thence  S.W. 
to  kingdom  that  borders  on  Assente,  contains  a  good  account  of  unknown 
nations.  D.T.C.  6.  190- 19 1 

4.  Goreland  1789  Nov.  14  Sansome  having  informed  him  that  Swediaur  has  re¬ 

nounced  his  African  adventure,  would  like  to  see  B.  at  an  early  opportunity ; 
if  B.  so  desires  will  ask  Sansome  to  come  also.  D.T.C.  6.  273 

5.  Acton  1791  Dec.  30  Sharpless,  an  African  merchant  of  Mile  End,  has  brought 

letters  and  a  map  from  Major  Houghton;  despite  dangers  and  difficulties 
H.  passed  the  limit  of  former  European  explorers  and  the  whole  route 
from  Gambia  to  Faleme,  150  miles,  “a  real  acquisition  to  our  African 
geography” ;  also  encloses  receipt  of  Sharpless  for  the  premium  to  which, 
as  agent  for  Dr.  Laidley,  he  was  entitled  on  delivery  of  the  packets; 
Trats,  who  will  call  on  B.  to  deliver  H.’s  correspondence  to  other  members 
of  the  Committee,  may  take  to  his  bankers  B.’s  draft  for  the  £15  paid. 

D.T.C.  7.  301-302 

6.  [London]  [1792]  May  3  Sends  papers  from  [Perkins]  Magra  [British  Consul  in 

Tunis],  which  contain  important  information  as  to  the  caravan  routes  from 
Tunis  to  Timbuctoo,  etc. ;  the  information  has  added  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  desert  and  amply  confirms  Houghton’s  account  of  the  Niger;  has 
sent  the  geographical  information  to  Rennell  and  hopes  he  will  mark  on 
the  map  the  new  knowledge  it  conveys.  D.T.C.  8.  23-24 


-.  Equerry  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 

1790  Apl.  14  Recommends  to  B.  a  remarkable  genius,  a  shoemaker 
named  Joseph  Smith,  who  has  invented  a  machine  with  a  single  wheel  by 
a  new  principle  which  seems  to  achieve  perpetual  motion;  it  has  been  in 
motion  for  two  months  and  seems  likely  to  continue  indefinitely.  [Note 
by  B.  that  he  has  received  a  note  from  H.R.H.  urging  him  to  prevent 
any  but  the  real  inventor  being  rewarded.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  71 

BEAU ZEE,  Nicolas 

1.  Paris  1786  Sept  6  Sends  prospectus  of  a  new  translation  of  Newton’s  Opticks ; 

he  hopes  that  B.  will  wish  to  promote  this  memorial  to  the  great  man  by 
distributing  the  prospectus  among  the  Fellows  of  R.S.  \French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  216 

BECKETT,  Sir  John,  2nd  Bart.  (1775-1847).  Under- Secretary,  Home  Office 

1.  Whitehall  1809  July  29  Informs  B.  that  Lord  Liverpool  has  approved  a  passage 
to  New  South  Wales  for  Tapiooe,  a  native  of  Otaheite,  the  cost  to  be 


BEAUMONT,  — 
1.  Gloucester 
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Beckett,  Sir  John,  continued 

defrayed  by  Government;  asks  B.  to  arrange  for  his  embarkation  and 
to  advance  such  sums  as  may  be  required,  which  will  be  repaid  by  the 
office.  [Ace  also  Burder,  George.]  D.T.C.  17.  325 

2.  Soho  Square  1810  Aug.  21  *  Tapiooe  has  at  last  been  sent  off;  he  could  not  procure  a 
passage  for  him  until  the  store-ship  Canada  sailed  under  orders  of  the 
Transport  Board;  as  Tapiooe  has  been  helped  by  two  societies  till  the  day 
of  his  departure  and  as  the  Missionary  Society  is  providing  for  him  on 
board,  he  considers  it  prudent  to  admit  the  bill  for  necessaries  and  tools 
submitted  by  his  protectors,  as  the  greater  part  is  for  carpenter’s  tools,  in 
which  trade  Tapiooe  has  been  instructed.  D.T.C.  18.  73 


BECKETT,  Joseph  (1751-1840).  Banker 

1.  Barnsley  1798  Apl.  2  [To  W.  Spencer  Stanhope,  q.v.\  Being  suspicious  of  fraud 
by  A.  R.  Salisbury  ( q.v .),  he  found  that  he  had  had  £4000  and  was  about 
to  handle  a  further  £3000 ;  he  saw  the  bond  for  £10,000  and  a  letter  signed 
Anna  Salisbury,  both  of  which  were  challenged  as  frauds  in  the  presence 
of  Staniforth  (S’s  father-in-law),  who  also  charged  him  with  misappropria¬ 
tion  of  moneys  entrusted  to  him;  when  thus  faced,  he  confessed  that  all 
was  deceit  and  fraud,  and  that  there  was  no  such  woman  as  Anna  Salisbury, 
whose  name  he  had  assumed ;  he  is  heavily  in  debt  and  his  wife  and  child 
have  left  him;  on  taking  legal  advice,  documents  for  a  separation  and  for 
assigning  S.’s  assets  to  Staniforth  have  been  executed;  he  wishes  to 
communicate  with  Dryander,  B.’s  librarian,  and  with  Dr.  Battie,  who  are 
trustees,  concerning  a  natural  child  of  S.  and  desires  B.’s  help  in  disposing 
of  his  collection  of  plants,  books,  etc.  D.T.C.  10.  (2).  260-262 


BEDDOES, 
1.  Oxford 


2.  Shifnal, 
Salop 


3.  Shifnal, 
Salop 


4.  [Shifnal, 
Salop 


5.  Oxford 


Thomas,  M.D.  (1760-1808).  Physician  and  Chemist 

[1789]  May  26  Introduces  and  recommends  Mr.  Giddy,  an  almost  self- 
taught  mathematician  and  physicist,  whose  knowledge  and  merits  he 
believes  to  be  very  high.  [Davies  Giddy  (afterwards  Gilbert)  F.R.S.  q.v.] 

D.T.C.  6.  169 

1791  Jan.  3  Is  about  to  send  a  paper  on  the  position  of  Granite  in  the 
mineral  kingdom  for  Phil.  Trans,  if  it  is  considered  suitable;  owing  to 
repairs  at  the  Oxford  Laboratory,  he  has  not  been  able  to  complete  his 
paper  on  the  investigation  of  the  effects  of  long-continued  heat;  when  it  is 
possible  to  finish  it,  he  will  send  it  to  be  communicated  to  R.S. 

•  D.T.C.  7.  189-190 

1791  Jan.  27  Has  sent  his  paper  on  Granite  by  the  coach ;  he  had  intended 
to  send  with  it  a  series  of  specimens  to  be  exhibited  when  the  paper  is  read, 
but  they  are  required  for  the  lectures  he  is  now  delivering ;  sends  also  a  short 
paper  on  “a  manufacture  on  the  importance  of  which  I  need  not  enlarge 
to  you”  [Iron],  and  hopes  it  will  be  acceptable  to  R.S.  D.T.C.  7.  192 
1791]  Apl.  18  Sends  an  addendum  to  his  paper  on  Iron;  this  is  con¬ 
veyed  by  Giddy  who  desires  to  become  F.R.S.  and  whose  merits  he 
warmly  commends.  [He  was  elected  17  Nov.  1791  and  was  P.R.S.  in  1827.] 

D.T.C.  7.  212 

[1792]  May  30  Sends  a  short  postscript  to  his  paper  on  Iron,  to  be  added 
if  it  is  not  too  late ;  hopes  soon  to  convince  B.  of  the  existence  of  Volcanoes 
in  England,  in  his  opinion  the  only  possible  explanation  of  certain  phe¬ 
nomena  observed  in  minerals.  D.T.C.  8.  27-28 
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BEDFORD,  Duke  of — See  Russell,  John. 


BEECHAM,  John  (1753-1818).  Farmer  at  Coningsby 

1.  Coningsby  1803  Oct.  22  Speaks  well  of  B.’s  tenant  Henry  Shepherd  who  is  sur¬ 

rounded  by  bad  neighbours  who  have  been  guilty  of  poaching,  theft  and 
other  misdeeds.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  32 

2.  Coningsby  1807  Sept.  20  [To  John  Parkinson,  B.’s  steward.]  Having  an  opportunity 

of  taking  six  Common  Rights  in  Wildmore  Fen,  requests  that  B.  be  called 
to  exchange  them  for  an  equivalent  in  his  Coningsby  Fen  allotment,  so 
that  his  lands  may  be  near  together.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  42-43 

BEEM,  A.  van.  Merchant  and  Shipper 

1.  Amsterdam  1786  Mar.  28  He  is  sure  that  the  missing  parcels  B.  enquires  about  never 
passed  through  his  office.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  290 

von  (1727 -c.  1802).  Late  Governor  of  Kamchatka 
1799  July  21  Was  Governor  of  Kamchatka  when  in  1779  Capts.  Clarke 
and  Gore  brought  their  ships  there;  he  gave  them  all  the  assistance  he 
could  with  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  fortune;  he  has  now  lost  his  post  as 
President  of  the  Magistracy  in  Riga  by  the  dissolution  of  that  Court ;  he 
has  thus  lost  all  and  finds  himself  in  old  age  in  poverty  and  distress ;  asks 
B.  if  he  can  help  him  to  obtain  an  English  pension.  [Note  by  B.  that  he 
will  try  to  move  Lord  Spencer  to  act  on  Behm’s  behalf,  but  has  little  hope 
of  success  in  war  time.]  Another  note,  initialled  E.  N.  [Evan  Nepean,  Sec. 
Admiralty],  states  that  Lord  Spencer  cannot  agree  to  take  any  action].1 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  416-417 
1799  Aug.  12  Thanks  B.  for  his  efforts  on  his  behalf  and  is  sure  that  lack 
of  success  was  not  for  want  of  trying  on  B.’s  part;  relates  how  he  helped 
the  English  ships  Resolution  and  Discovery  and  their  crews,  and  how  much 
this  help  had  cost  him;  he  has  never  hitherto  asked  for  any  recompense, 
nor  even  spoken  of  the  matter,  but  is  now  reluctantly  compelled  to  do  so 
owing  to  the  relations  dependent  upon  him ;  having  been  refused,  he  must 
leave  England  and  end  his  days  in  want,  but  is  nevertheless  most  grateful 
to  B.  for  his  efforts  on  his  behalf.  [German.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  419-422 
1799  Sept.  10  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  for  having  put  his  case  before 
the  Admiralty;  as  advised  by  B.  he  addressed  himself  to  Evan  Nepean, 
but  has  had  no  reply;  he  begs  B.’s  forgiveness  for  having  troubled  him 
with  his  affairs.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  418 

1799  Sept.  20  Has  been  recompensed  by  a  Ukase  from  the  Emperor 
Paul  granting  him  a  pension  of  1000  roubles  for  life  and  the  rank  of 
Councillor  of  State  [translation  enclosed  fo.  425] ;  he  cannot,  however, 
leave  England  owing  to  the  debts  he  has  necessarily  incurred,  though  these 
are  small ;  he  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket  for  the  victualling  of  the  English 
ships  and  sending  news  of  them  through  St.  Petersburg;  at  the  time  he 
declined  reimbursement  by  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Empress  of  Russia 
thought  he  had  supplied  the  ships  from  the  royal  stores;  he  was  given  a 
piece  of  plate,  but  Prince  Potemkin  considered  this  as  a  gift  to  the  Russian 

1  This  and  the  other  letters  are  politely  and  modestly  worded  and  differ  wholly  from  the  begging-letters  of 
the  usual  type.  Behm  is  obviously  reluctant  to  ask  for  assistance,  and  feels  humiliated  but  not  resentful.  His 
services  to  the  British  ships  were  commemorated  by  a  tablet  erected  at  Kamchatka. 
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BEHM,  Magnus 
1.  London 


2.  London 


3.  London 


4.  London 


Behm,  Magnus  von,  continued 

nation  and  sent  it  to  the  Museum  at  St.  Petersburg;  twenty  years  have 
passed  and  he  has  never  before  mentioned  these  facts,  but  now  appeals  to 
B.  to  help  him  to  leave  the  country  as  an  honest  man. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  423-424 

BELGIOJOSO,  Louis  Charles  Marie,  Count,  F.R.S.  (1728-1802).  Diplomatist 

1.  Brussels  1786  June  10  Recalls  the  kindness  shown  to  him  during  his  long  residence 
in  London  [from  1770  to  1783];  introduces  Oriani,  an  astronomer 
attached  to  the  Observatory  at  Milan,  who  is  travelling,  by  order  of  the 
Emperor,  to  the  principal  countries  of  Europe  to  meet  the  most  celebrated 
scientists  and  to  observe  their  work.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  217 

BELL,  Thomas  John  (1759-1819).  Town  Clerk  of  Lincoln 

1794  May  6  By  order  of  the  Mayor,  he  sends  the  resolutions  passed  at  a 
meeting  held  on  5th  May  to  consider  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 
county;  sends  also  a  requisition  to  B.,  as  High  Sheriff,  to  call  a  county 
meeting.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  i6-i6a 

1796  Oct.  17  Encloses  accounts  of  payments  made  by  him  on  B.’s  behalf 
while  he  was  High  Sheriff  in  1794-5.  Hill  Coll.  1.  49 

1796  Oct.  18  #  Acknowledges  the  accounts  and  asks  for  vouchers,  and 

also  his  Patent  and  Quietus.  Hill  Coll.  1.  49.  (2) 

1797  May  26  He  is  sending  B.  a  parcel  of  papers  relating  to  his  office  of 

High  Sheriff.  Hill  Coll.  1.  50 

1 797]  May  29  *  Acknowledges  the  parcel  of  papers  which  contains  the 
Vouchers  and  his  Patent,  but  not  the  Quietus  for  which  he  repeats  his 
request.  Hill  Coll.  1.  50  (2). 

1797  Sept.  12  *  He  has  examined  the  Quietus  in  the  papers  of  his 
grandfather  who  was  High  Sheriff  in  1736;  he  thinks  it  important  that  he 
should  have  a  similar  discharge  and  release;  he  again  repeats  his  request 
that  his  Quietus  be  immediately  sent.  [With  note  by  B.  that  the  Quietus 
had  been  prepared  but  was  lost  by  Bell,  who  offered  to  furnish  a  certificate 
that  it  had  been  duly  issued.]  Hill  Coll.  1.  55 

BELZONI,  Giovanni  Battista  (1778-1823).  Traveller  and  Explorer 

1.  Thebes  1818  Nov.  14  [To  Henry  Salt,  q.v.]  Linderstanding  that  it  is  the  wish  of 

B.  that  he  should  engage  himself  for  a  period  of  two  years  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  British  Museum  to  excavate  in  Egypt  and  collect  antiquities,  he 
has  made  a  calculation  of  the  cost;  he  estimates  £1400  a  year,  including 
presents  to  Beys,  etc. ;  would  leave  it  to  the  Trustees  to  decide  the  amount 
to  be  paid  to  him  for  his  own  services.  D.T.C.  20.  147-148 

BENNET,  Richard  Henry  Alexander,  F.R.S.  (1743-1814) 

1.  Beckenham  1778  Nov.  22  He  is  pleased  to  hear  that  B.  is  a  candidate  for  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  R.S.;  he  will  attend  the  meeting  and  give  his  vote;  he  considers 
the  Society  could  not  make  a  better  choice.  Sabin  Coll.  <n> 

BENNETT,  Rev.  Abraham,  F.R.S.  (1750-1799) 

1.  Wirksworth  1795  Nov.  19  Gives  an  account  of  the  local  effects  of  the  Earthquake 
Shock  of  18th  Nov.  1795.  [For  other  letters  on  the  same  subject  describing 
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Bennett,  Rev.  Abraham,  continued 

the  effects  in  various  localities,  see  Gregory,  Edward;  Johnson, 
R.  A.;  Johnstone,  J.;  King,  William;  Milnes,  W.;  Storer,  J.; 
a  summary  of  the  information  from  all  localities  by  B.,  f.  29]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  20-21 

2.  Wirksworth  1795  Dec.  21  Further  details  of  the  Earthquake,  mostly  gathered  at 
Derby.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  43-44 

BENNITT,  B. 

1.  [London]  1800  Dec.  2  He  states  the  mathematical  instrument  makers  have  long 
suffered  from  the  difficulty  of  getting  instruments  divided;  there  are 
several  dividing-engines  in  London,  but  they  are  in  possession  of  different 
shopkeepers  who  will  not  divide  any  work  but  their  own;  he  asks  that 
something  may  be  done  by  the  Board  of  Longitude  to  make  such  an 
engine  available.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  23 

BENTHAM,  Sir  Samuel  (1757-1831).  Naval  Architect  and  Engineer 

1.  St.  Petersburg  1783  Jan.  31  O.S.  B.  will  doubtless  be  surprised  to  hear  that  owing  to 
his  inefficiency  and  to  certain  internal  abuses,  Domachineff  has  been 
removed  by  the  Empress  from  the  direction  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  that  she  has  appointed  in  his  place  Princess  Dashkova  as 
directress  of  this  scientific  institution ;  in  spite  of  the  remonstrations  of  the 
Princess  that  it  was  not  proper  for  a  woman  to  hold  such  a  position,  H.M. 
persisted  in  her  intention;  he  has  spent  two  years  travelling  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  Russian  Empire,  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Chinese 
Tartary  and  the  mines  of  Nertchinsk,  and  could  supply  information 
thereon  if  desired.  D.T.C.  3.  15-16 

BENTINCK,  John  Albert  (1737-1775).  Captain  R.N. 

1.  Centaur,  1771  Oct.  10  Is  delighted  with  Bougainville’s  book  [ Voyage  autour  du 
Spithead  Monde,  Paris,  1771];  Becket’s  “catch-penny”  is  so  interesting  that  it 

cannot  be  put  down,  though  no  ideas  can  be  gained  from  it ;  asks  a  number 
of  questions  arising  out  of  both  books,  and  enquires  when  B.’s  narrative 
will  appear;  his  ship  is  detained  by  wind  and  incessant  rain;  sends 
messages  to  Capt.  Cook  and  Solander.  D.T.C.  1.  27-28 

BENTINCK  ( nee  HARLEY),  Margaret  Cavendish,  Duchess  of  Portland  (1715-1785) 

1.  Soho  Square  1782  June  10  #  He  understands  from  Lightfoot  that  she  is  determined  to 
publish  Solander’s  unfinished  descriptions  of  shells;  any  additions  to 
Solander’s  descriptions  should  be  distinguished  by  different  type; 
mentions  Forsskahl’s  unfinished  papers  and  the  supposed  description  of  the 
torpedo-fish.  D.T.C.  2.  138-139 

[1785  June  — ]  Thanks  B.  for  the  drawings  he  has  sent  her  and  now  returns 

them;  she  thinks  the  flower  of  her  Nymphaea  promises  to  be  finer  than 
the  Chinese  drawing  represents  and  she  will  inform  B.  when  her  plant  is 
in  full  flower.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  66 

[1;  785]  June  17  Her  Nymphaea  is  now  in  flower  and  her  gardener  writes 
to  say  that  it  will  be  in  greatest  perfection  tomorrow.  de  Beer  Coll.  14 
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BENTINCK,  William  Henry  Cavendish,  3rd  Duke  of  Portland  (1738-1809).  Statesman 
1.  Soho  Square  1796  Feb.  3  *  Recalls  that  on  the  return  of  Vancouver’s  expedition  he 
laid  before  H.M.  Ministers  the  case  of  Archibald  Menzies  who  was 
employed  as  naturalist;  owing  to  the  illness  of  Ledward,  the  Surgeon, 
who  was  invalided  and  sent  home,  all  the  Surgeon’s  duties  were  performed 
by  Menzies,  whereby  he  was  deprived  of  the  leisure  to  prepare  for  publica¬ 
tion  the  journal  of  the  voyage  he  was  ordered  to  keep;  he  now  petitions 
that  his  salary  of  .£150  a  year  be  continued  for  the  present  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  complete  the  transcription  of  the  journal  for  publication, 
and  deal  with  the  specimens  brought  home,  of  which  a  catalogue  is 
enclosed.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  15-16 

1796  Nov.  19  Conveys  the  thanks  of  Government  to  B.  and  to  Thomas 
Coltman  ( q.v .)  for  their  active  and  successful  efforts  in  quelling  the 
recent  riots  in  Lincolnshire.  Lindsey:  3.  1.  24 

1796]  Nov.  21  *  Joint  letter  from  B.  and  Lord  Gwydyr  offering  their 
services  as  Colonel  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Supplemental  Militia 
for  Lincolnshire.  Lindsey:  3.  1.  23 

1798  Feb.  7*  Having  received  a  commission  in  the  Supplemental 
Militia  before  being  appointed  to  the  Privy  Council,  in  which  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Coinage  Committee,  desires  the  Duke  to  ascertain  in 
which  capacity  H.M.  Ministers  think  he  would  be  most  useful,  as  he  cannot 
effectively  serve  in  both ;  if  his  civil  appointment  is  considered  the  more 
important,  he  applies  for  leave  of  absence  from  his  regiment. 

Lindsey:  3.  2.  31 

5.  Soho  Square  1798  July  5  *  Asks  for  help  on  behalf  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Garde  and 
his  family  who  are  faced  with  destitution.  [See  Vansittart,  W.,  No.  i.] 

Brabourne :  71.  96 

6.  Whitehall  1799  Feb.  9  Sends  the  report  on  the  Union  between  England  and 

Scotland;  when  the  Union  with  Ireland  was  under  consideration,  he 
employed  Bruce,  Keeper  of  State  Papers,  to  collect  precedents  in  the 
Union  with  Scotland  that  might  throw  light  on  the  subject;  it  appears  that 
many  arguments  which  were  refuted  at  the  time  are  the  same  as  those  upon 
which  the  opponents  of  Irish  Union  rely.  D.T.C.  11.  190-191 

7.  Soho  Square  1799  Feb.  15  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  valuable  present  of  Bruce’s 

compilation  which  does  the  highest  credit  to  his  zeal  and  ability  under  the 
disadvantages  of  the  lack  of  arrangement  in  the  State  Papers;  hopes  that 
Bruce  will  properly  arrange  the  papers  and  make  suitable  calendars  of 
them.  D.T.C.  11.  197-198 


London 
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BENZENBERG,  Johann  Friedrich  (1777-1846).  Astronomer  and  Mathematician 

1.  Hamburg  1801  Apl.  20  Sends  B.  a  work,  De  determinatione  longitudinis geographicae 
per  Stellas  transvolantes,  and  some  observations  on  the  celerity  and  path  of 
the  Shooting  Stars.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  137 


BERESFORD,  W. 

1.  Ashbourne  1782  Mar.  20  The  fish  he  has  sent  to  B.  was  taken  in  an  arm  of  the  river 
about  8  miles  above  Nottingham  and  does  not  seem  to  have  been  previously 
observed.  [Endorsed  by  B.,  “Cobitis  taenia”.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  140 
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BERG  I  US,  Peter 
i.  Stockholm 


2.  Stockholm 


3.  Stockholm 


Jonas  (1730-1790).  Botanist 

1777  Aug.  6  Expresses  his  veneration  for  B.;  his  Materia  Medica  is  in  the 
press  and  will  offer  a  copy;  has  heard  from  Troil  ( q.v .)  that  B.  wants  plants 
from  Lapland,  he  will  go  through  his  Herbarium  and  take  out  the  Lapland 
plants  for  B.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  137-138 

1782  July  5  Returns  thanks  for  gift  of  Reliquiae  Houstounianae  and  looks 
forward  to  the  completion  of  B.’s  own  work  on  plants;  deplores  the  death 
of  Solander.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  57 

1784  Aug.  17  Has  received  list  of  books  and  pamphlets  wanted  by  B. 
and  is  presenting  some  from  his  own  library,  packed  in  a  box  by  ship  to 
London;  encloses  bill  of  lading;  suggests  that  B.  should  print  an  alpha¬ 
betical  list  of  books  in  his  library  and  circulate  it  amongst  scholars  who 
would  readily  send  him  books  that  are  not  in  the  list.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  241-242 


BERLIN,  Andreas  Henricsson  (fl.  1766-1789) 

1.  Bananoes  1773  Apl.  16  Informs  B.  of  the  richness  of  the  vegetation  of  the  island, 
and  rare  plants  have  already  been  collected.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  13-14 

BERLIN—  GESELLSCHAFT  NATURFORSCHENDER  FREUNDE  ZU  BERLIN 
(Founded  1773) 

1.  Berlin  1780  Sept.  26  Informs  B.  that  he  was  elected  a  Foreign  Member  of  the 

Society;  his  diploma  dated  27  Feb.  1776  was  entrusted  to  Johann  Reinhold 
Forster  to  give  to  him ;  as  no  word  has  been  heard  from  B.,  it  is  feared  that 
the  diploma  never  reached  him  and  an  answer  is  requested.  [French.  No 
signature.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  255 

2.  Berlin  1784  Mar.  30  The  Society  returns  thanks  for  Reliquiae  Houstounianae 

received  through  a  bookseller;  the  Society  begs  him  to  present  a  copy  of 
his  “great  work”  [on  the  plants  collected  during  Cook’s  First  Voyage 
which  was  never  published],  in  order  that  it  may  stand  in  the  Society’s 
library  beside  the  Campi  Phlegraei  [Naples,  1776-9]  presented  by  the 
author,  the  Chevalier  [Sir  William]  Hamilton.  [French.  No  signature.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  243 

BERTHOLLET,  Claude  Louis,  Comte,  F.R.S.  (1748-1822).  Chemist 

1.  Arcueil,  1820  Mar.  27  Announces  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Blagden  on  26th 

Paris  Alar. ;  he  was  suddenly  taken  ill  whilst  dining  with  him,  Laplace  and  other 

friends.  [French.]  Brabourne:  182-183 

BERTIE,  Brownlow,  5th  Duke  of  Ancaster  and  Kesteven  (1729-1809).  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Lincolnshire 

1.  Soho  Square  1794  Mar.  13  *  Asks  for  an  interview  to  communicate  the  resolutions  of 

the  Grand  Jury  relative  to  the  internal  defence  of  the  county  and  to  consult 
him  as  to  calling  a  meeting  of  Lincolnshire  landowners  resident  in  London. 

Lindsey,  n.  1.  9A 

2.  Savile  Row  1794  Mar.  13  He  will  be  pleased  to  see  B.  to-morrow  for  the  matters 

mentioned  in  his  letter.  Lindsey,  n.  1.  9B 

3.  Soho  Square  [1794]  Mar.  21  *  Sends  seven  copies  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 

London  meeting;  five  of  these  are  intended  for  the  newspapers;  requests 
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5.  Savile  Row 


Bertie,  Brownlow,  continued 

him  to  sign  them ;  the  sixth  copy  to  be  retained  by  His  Grace,  and  the 
seventh  returned  to  B.  as  his  authority.  Lindsey,  n.  i.  8b 

4.  Soho  Square  [1794  Mar.  25]  *  Sends  two  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  the  last  meeting, 
requesting  signature;  he  proposes  to  insert  them  in  the  Lincoln  and 
Cambridge  newspapers,  but  not  those  of  London,  if  His  Grace  agrees. 

Lindsey.  1.  11.  17B 

1794  Mar.  25  He  agrees  with  B.  that  it  will  be  sufficient  to  insert  the 
last  resolutions  in  the  Lincoln  and  Cambridge  newspapers;  informs  him 
that  Lord  Eardley’s  promised  donation  of  £100  has  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

Lindsey.  11.  1.  15B 

1 79 5  ? - ]  *  Recommends  Mr.  Turner  to  be  appointed  High  Sheriff 

of  Lincoln.  [The  name  does  not  occur  in  the  list  of  Sheriffs.] 

Dobell.  44.  (1938).  67 

7.  Soho  Square  1798  Feb.  12  *  He  is  anxious  to  know  who  is  to  command  his  Battalion 
as  the  time  for  mustering  is  near;  the  difference  between  His  Grace  and 
Lord  Gwydyr  ought  to  be  settled  at  once,  and  Lord  G.  has  consented  to 
have  it  decided  by  lot.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  33 

1798  Feb.  16  [From  the  Duke  of  Portland.]  He  signifies  H.M.’s  pleasure 
that  B.’s  commission  in  the  Supplemental  Militia  be  suspended,  as  H.M.’s 
particular  service  requires  his  daily  presence  in  London. 

Lindsey.  3.  2.  34 


6. 


[Revesby 

Abbey 


8.  Whitehall 


BERTRAND,  A.  O. 

1 .  —  - Is  the  author  of  Meditations  et  Recherches  Agronomiques,  and  wishes 

to  be  employed  in  agricultural  research  and  the  literary  works  connected 
therewith.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  7 


BERZELIUS,  Jons  Jakob,  Baron,  F.M.R.S.  (1779-1848).  Chemist. 

1.  Stockholm  1820  June  15  Introduces  two  Swedish  Mineralogists,  Broling  and  Uhr, 
and  asks  B.  to  obtain  for  them  facilities  for  observing  the  Geology  and 
Mineralogy  of  Britain;  they  will  bring  with  them  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Stockholm  Academy.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  37-38 


BETTY,  Samuel.  Clerk  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain 

1.  Lord  1795  Nov.  26  Notifies  B.  that  his  Collar  of  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the 

Chamberlain’s  Bath  is  ready  and  can  be  called  for;  the  fees  amount  to  £26  145.  6 d. 
Office  D.T.C.  9.  228 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  June  6  *  The  bearer  is  authorized  to  receive  the  Stars  issuable  to 

B.  under  the  warrant  of  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office,  and  will  pay  the 
fees.  D.T.C.  9.  231 


BEWICK,  Thomas  (1753-1828).  Wood-engraver 

1.  Newcastle  1801  Dec.  9  Encloses  impressions  of  the  Carlisle  bank-note  but  has  no 
perfect  one  left;  has  given  much  consideration  to  the  prevention  of 
forgeries,  but  does  not  think  his  methods  of  printing  are  suitable  for  the 
Bank  of  England;  the  high  price  of  paper  has  prevented  progress  of  his 
book  on  Water  Birds.  D.T.C.  12.  288-289 
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2.  Newcastle  1805  Feb.  12  [To  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  enclosed  in  his  No.  18,  q.v .] 
The  pheasant  has  been  dissected  and  was  found  to  be  a  defective  male, 
rather  than  a  female  “assuming  the  garb  of  a  cock”.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  301 

D.T.C.  15.  289 

BICKER,  Lambertus  (1732-1801).  Physician;  Sec.  Batavian  Philosophical  Society 

1.  Rotterdam  1813  Mar.  14  Sends  B.  his  diploma  of  Honorary  Membership  of  the 
Batavian  Society  of  Experimental  Philosophy.  Brabourne,  12 

BIDSTRUP,  Julius.  Instrument  Maker 

1.  St.  Martin’s  1793  Aug.  14  He  is  anxiously  desirous  that  B.  should  write  to  Count 
Street  Wedel  Jarlsberg  (q.v.)  assuring  him  that  the  scientific  instruments  supplied 

by  him  are  genuinely  his  own  work.  [See  also  Bugge,  T.,  No.  8]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  112-113 


BIGELOW,  Jacob  (1787-1879).  Botanist 

1.  [Soho  1818  July  — ]  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 

Square  great  serpent  [ Scoliophis ],  a  copy  of  which  is  presented  to  R.S.;  also 

thanks  him  for  his  Florida  Bostoniensis.  Ellis,  45 

BIGGIN,  George,  F.R.S.  (d.  1803).  Chemist 

1.  Cosgrove  1800  Sept.  1  He  sends  a  sample  of  leather  tanned  with  Willow-bark;  he 
desires  to  be  a  candidate  for  R.S.;  [he  was  elected  in  1802];  is  about  to 
travel  in  Germany.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  238 

Joseph  (1758-1806).  Seaman;  Explorer  in  Russian  Service 

1783  Jan.  8  He  was  appointed  Master’s  Mate  of  Resistance,  but  coming  to 
London  in  order  to  pass,  was  arrested  for  a  debt  of  £23 ;  not  wishing  to 
trouble  Capt.  King,  he  remained  in  custody  and  the  ship  sailed  for  W. 
Indies  with  his  chest  and  bedding;  asks  B.’s  assistance  to  rejoin  his  ship. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  122 
D.T.C.  3.  2-3 

BIOT,  Jean  Baptiste,  F.M.R.S.  (1774-1862).  Astronomer  and  Mathematician 

1.  Dunkirk  1818  Oct.  31  [Joint  letter  with  Arago,  D.  F.  J.  (q.v.).)  Col.  Mudge  and 
Capt.  Colby  are  just  leaving  them  to  return  to  England;  their  collaboration 
has  been  perfect.  [French.]  Brabourne,  117 

2  [Paris  1819  —  ]  Feels  it  his  duty  to  report  the  results  of  his  observations  when 

in  England  and  Scotland,  as  B.  showed  so  much  interest  in  them;  gives 
technical  details  of  his  pendulum  experiments  which  agree  closely  with 
those  of  Kater ;  comparison  of  his  results  with  those  of  Paris,  London,  etc., 
and  the  inferences;  the  observations  should  be  extended  to  Africa,  and 
suggests  that  Bowdich  could  conduct  them,  if  provided  with  the  necessary 
instruments,  and  that  B.  should  approach  Government  to  that  end. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  203-204 

BIRCH,  John.  Sec.  Association  of  St.  Anne’s  [Soho] 

1.  Soho  Square  1794  June  17  *  Sends  his  resignation  from  the  office  of  chairman  of  the 
St.  Anne’s  Association;  as  High  Sheriff  of  Lincolnshire,  on  the  slightest 


BILLINGS, 
1.  King’s 
Bench 
Prison 


4— B.L. 
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Birch,  John,  continued 

appearance  of  danger  he  will  be  forced  to  go  to  that  county  where  most  of 
his  property  is  situated,  and  will  not  be  available  for  meetings  of  the 
Association.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  14 

D.T.C.  9.  51 

2.  Soho  Square  1798  Nov.  22  *  Requests  him  to  send  the  three  articles  marked  [on  the  list 
enclosed] ;  he  regrets  extremely  that  Peter  Pois  is  not  in  the  box  and  quite 
as  much  that  A.  Mendez’s  account  is  missing  [  ?  from  the  archives  of  St. 
Anne’s  Association],  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  15 


BISHOP,  Thomas  (fl.  1785-1849).  Land  Steward 

1.  South  Street  1785001.4  Encloses  suggestions  for  experiments  to  improve  the  culture 
of  Salmon  and  Trout.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  209 


2.  South  Street  1785  Oct.  18  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  observations  on  his  memo¬ 
randum  ;  he  intends  to  pursue  experiments  with  artificially-hatched  spawn 
if  possible,  or  with  natural  spawn  protected  from  competition. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  21 1 


3.  Hayes, 
Midd’x 


4.  Hayes, 
Midd’x 


5.  Hayes, 
Midd’x 


1796  Mar.  15  He  has  sent  for  B.’s  inspection  some  green  plants  of  Wheat 
infected  with  a  parasite ;  the  farmers  are  alarmed  at  the  destruction  of  their 
growing  crops  by  this  pest;  he  will  be  grateful  for  information  as  to  the 
true  nature  of  this  parasite.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  135 

1796  Mar.  20  He  much  regrets  to  hear  that  the  wheat  plants  he  sent  did 
not  arrive;  thanks  B.  for  the  information  he  gives  on  parasites;  he  is 
introducing  the  use  of  skim-ploughs;  he  has  received  seeds  of  21  species  of 
plants  from  Botany  Bay.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  137 

1796  July  13  He  is  sending  B.  specimens  of  plants,  including  the  white 
and  the  red  Blattaria  \  he  sends  also  specimens  of  insects  found  on  these 
and  on  Willows.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  143 


BLADH,  Peter  John  (fl.  1770-1780).  Canton  Merchant,  Swedish  E.I.C. 

1.  Canton  1780  Dec.  31  Although  a  collector  of  plants  and  minerals,  he  is  only  a 

merchant  and  not  a  naturalist;  he  thinks  it  unlikely  that  he  should  have 
any  specimens  worthy  of  B.’s  attention,  but  should  he  find  any  objects  of 
value,  he  will  send  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  190 


BLAGDEN,  Sir  Charles,  F.R.S.  (1748-1820).  Physician.  (See  also  Addenda) 

1.  [Llandovery  1773  July  25]  *  His  party  [for  the  tour  of  Wales]  has  lost  two  of  its 
members ;  Greville  had  to  leave  because  of  the  death  of  his  father  and  Deluc 
because  of  business  in  London;  he  therefore  does  not  hold  Bl.  to  his 
promise  to  join;  the  party  is  taking  two  barometers  for  observations. 

R.S. :  B.  94 


2.  [London]  1773  Aug.  21  *  Introduces  two  Swedish  gentlemen,  Rapp  and  Jacobsen. 

R.S.:  B.  3 

3.  Bristol  1773  Aug.  26  He  received  B.’s  letter,  not  personally  presented  by  Rapp 

and  Jacobsen,  but  by  post,  together  with  one  from  Solander;  he  cannot 
be  of  much  service  to  the  visitors  in  husbandry,  but  might  procure  them 
recommendations  to  visit  the  IronWorks;  regrets  being  obliged  to  leave 
B.  in  Wales;  discusses  the  plants  collected.  D.T.C.  1.  62-63 
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4.  London 
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Post  Office, 
Hertford 


6.  — 


Pigot,  Cove 
Harbour 


8.  Pigot 


10. 


11. 


Newport, 
Rhode  Is. 

Newport, 
Rhode  Is. 


Newcastle, 
R.  Delaware 


12. 


Philadelphia 


13.  Philadelphia 


1773  Sept.  7  #  Much  rain  has  fallen  and  one  evening  immense  flocks  of 

Grey  Plovers  hovered  over  several  parts  of  London.  R.S. :  B.  4 

1774  Aug.  12  *  Informs  him  that  Omai  has  got  over  the  dangerous 
stage  of  his  inoculation ;  the  Dimsdales  have  helped  to  care  for  him. 

R.S.:  B.  5 

[1774  Oct.  — ]  *  Omai  has  completely  recovered ;  he  will  not  be  in  London 
until  the  end  of  the  month  as  he  is  taking  Omai  to  Leicester  and  then  to 
visit  Lord  Hinchinbroke  in  Northamptonshire.  R.S.:  B.  100 

1776  Feb.  12,  Feb.  17  Lord  Mulgrave  has  probably  written  about  their 
arrival  at  Crook  Haven,  where  the  ship  was  detained  24  days;  the  birds  in 
the  district  include  Grey  and  Green  Plovers,  and  among  the  fishes,  skate, 
plaice,  codling,  etc.;  orders  to  sail  have  just  been  given  [Feb.  17],  he  has 
received  two  letters  from  B.;  he  is  staying  with  the  Hospital  Ship;  the 
fleet  has  been  dispersed;  three  ships  that  have  put  in  will  sail  under 
convoy.  D.T.C.  1.  113-114 

1776  July  7  [Written  in  the  Hospital  Ship  Pigot  at  Five  Fathom  Hole 
entrance  to  Rebellion  Road,  Charlestown.]  He  is  scarcely  able  to  write 
through  the  unwholesome  climate  and  lack  of  fresh  food;  has  collected 
about  20  plants,  but  humid  air  makes  drying  difficult;  he  left  Cape  Fear 
3 1  st  May ;  the  troops  are  encamped  on  Long  Island ;  he  is  staying  in  harbour 
to  attend  the  sick;  the  late  engagement  does  honour  to  the  forces,  but  is 
unfortunate  in  its  consequences;  describes  a  water-spout  and  fierce 
thunderstorm ;  mentions  the  Cabbage-tree,  locally  called  Palmetto. 

D.T.C.  1.  120-122 

1777  Jan.  12  He  has  received  no  letters  from  B.  or  Solander  since 

arrival  in  America ;  is  sending  a  few  plants  by  Capt.  Yanderput ;  describes 
a  local  animal  resembling  a  hare.  D.T.C.  1.  138-139 

1777  May  3  He  has  received  only  one  letter  from  B.  dated  29  Dec.  1776; 
mentions  Forster’s  catalogue  of  birds;  Lord  Percy  is  returning  home,  and 
as  he  is  well  informed  on  scientific  subjects,  advises  B.  to  make  his 
acquaintance;  Capt.  Banks,  B.’s  cousin,  is  at  Rhode  Island. 

D.T.C.  1.  142-143 

1777  Oct-  28  When  in  New  York,  he  received  most  of  his  letters;  the 
Augusta  has  been  blown  up  with  much  loss  of  life;  he  hopes  the  report 
that  Lord  Mulgrave  was  lost  in  the  Ardent  is  untrue ;  the  ship  is  crowded 
with  sick  and  wounded  with  poor  facilities  for  relieving  them;  it  should  be 
near  the  Army  where  assistance  could  be  given  to  men  suddenly  taken 
sick;  [Daines]  Barrington  has  asked  him  to  collect  for  Lever’s  Museum; 
he  would  like  the  specimens  he  sends  to  be  divided  between  B.  and  Lever. 

D.T.C.  1.  148-151 

1 777  Dec.  15  [Incomplete.]  He  has  received  both  Forster’s  and  Cook’s 
accounts  of  the  voyage;  the  article  in  the  Critical  Review  seems  to  have 
been  written  by  Forster  himself;  he  hopes  R.S.  will  not  engage  in  the 
public  dispute  as  to  blunt  and  pointed  lightning-conductors ;  the  fleet 
was  detained  some  time  by  the  defences  on  the  Delaware  River ;  he  regrets 
he  has  entered  a  service  in  which  there  are  no  prospects. 

D.T.C.  1.  160  161 

1778  Mar.  2-6  Temperature  was  90°  in  the  autumn;  asks  B.  to  dispose 
of  specimens  sent  in  such  way  as  he  thinks  proper;  Wilson’s  experiments 
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14.  Philadelphia 

are  entertaining  but  not  conclusive;  attempt  to  capture  Lee,  “a  noted 
rebel  partizan”;  regrets  Cavendish’s  exclusion  from  R.S.  Council. 

D.T.C.  1.  184-186 

1778  Mar.  26  Extreme  variations  in  the  thermometer;  Washington’s  new 

levies  begin  to  come  in;  no  preparations  are  being  made  to  attack  him; 
orders  have  been  given  to  lay  waste  the  country  18  miles  round  Phila¬ 
delphia;  Murray  has  made  an  electrophor;  Kinnersley,  an  ingenious  local 
man,  has  just  died ;  Dr.  Smith  has  been  lecturing  on  Natural  Philosophy  at 
the  College;  he  preached  a  very  remarkable  funeral  sermon  on  Gen. 
Montgomery;  has  no  chance  to  collect  specimens.  D.T.C.  1.  187-188 

15.  Philadelphia 

1778  Apl.  20  Drafts  of  Lord  North’s  bills  were  brought  by  Andromeda-, 

Congress  will  probably  reject  the  terms ;  a  large  species  of  shad  comes  up 
the  rivers  in  great  numbers  this  month;  spring  is  more  backward  than  in 
England;  Forster  is  a  warning  that  “Honesty  is  the  best  policy”. 

D.T.C.  1.  189-190 

16.  At  anchor 

1778  June  12  [Near  Reedy  Island,  Delaware  River.]  Has  received  from 

Philadelphia  B.’s  letter  and  the  articles  sent  by  Eden;  evacuation  of 
Philadelphia ;  rumours  about  peace  terms ;  has  hopes  of  being  recalled  to 
England;  thinks  it  would  be  a  curse  to  remain  in  N.  America  or  be  sent 
to  W.  Indies.  D.T.C.  1.  191-192 

17.  New  York 

1778  July  20  Ships  and  army  have  arrived  at  New  York;  heavy  casualties 

and  desertions;  Lee’s  conduct  was  condemned  by  Washington  but  he 
was  acquitted  by  Court  Martial;  a  French  squadron  is  at  Sandy  Hook; 
rebel  newspapers  provide  the  only  source  of  information;  British  rights  in 
America  are  offered  for  sale  in  New  York;  Wilson’s  electrical  experiments. 

D.T.C.  1.  193-196 

18.  New  York 

1778  Sept.  12  Describes  a  method  of  numbering  specimens  by  knots  in 

string,  with  a  long  descriptive  list  of  specimens  (mostly  birds  and  fishes) 
sent;  items  of  news  interpolated  in  the  list,  such  as  the  failure  of  the  fleet 
to  intercept  the  French  squadron  on  its  way  to  Boston,  great  devastation 
has  been  committed  by  Indians  on  the  frontiers,  activities  of  Congress, 
etc. ;  continuation  of  list  of  specimens  up  to  No.  49.  D.T.C.  1.  200-210 

19.  New  York 

1778  [Oct.  — ]  Continues  the  descriptive  list  of  specimens  from  Nos. 

50  to  1 12,  with  a  supplementary  list  numbered  1-22;  sends  this  letter  by 
Major  Knight  who  was  Gen.  Howe’s  aide-de-camp.  D.T.C.  1.  217-227 

20.  New  York 

1778  Oct.  20  He  sent  first  part  of  his  catalogue  of  specimens  from  Rhode 

Island ;  second  part  goes  by  the  fleet  just  sailing,  in  charge  of  Major  Knight ; 
the  late  Superintendent-General  of  Philadelphia  left  here  two  days  ago 
and  will  be  able  to  give  a  complete  account  of  affairs;  “if  our  dominion  of 
the  sea  is  no  more,  is  it  not  time  for  us  to  quit  this  country  and  take  care 
of  our  own  homes  ?  For  my  own  part  I  exist  only  on  hopes  of  soon  leaving 
this  accursed  scene  of  disgrace,  where  Knaves  may  make  fortunes,  fools 
get  into  a  net,  &  party  villains  betray  their  country”.  D.T.C.  1.  228-229 

21.  New  York 

1778  Nov.  21  Eden  and  his  companion  have  left  for  England;  all 

detachments  have  gone  except  2000  men,  their  departure  was  delayed  by  a 
storm  which  damaged  the  ships;  they  are  to  go  to  Georgia  or  Florida; 
D’Estaing’s  squadron  has  left  Boston,  Gerard’s  cipher  despatches  to  the 
Court  of  France  were  captured  by  Daphne-,  Somerset,  a  64,  was  ship¬ 
wrecked  on  Newfoundland  coast.  D.T.C.  x.  234-235 
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22.  New  York 


23.  New  York 


24.  New  York 


25- 


New  York 


26.  New  York 


27.  New  York 


28.  New  York 


29.  [Plymouth 


30.  Plymouth 


31' 


[Revesby 

Abbey 


1778  Dec.  16  No  change  in  situation  since  last  letter;  movements  of 
troops ;  he  spoke  to  Gen.  Clinton  about  going  on  leave  for  the  winter,  but 
had  no  favourable  answer.  D.T.C.  1.  238-239 

1778  Dec.  24  Lately  saw  a  bird  “much  celebrated  among  the  Aldermen 

of  this  town”,  the  Tetrao  cupido  of  Linnaeus,  “called  here  the  Grous”; 
winter  has  begun  with  unusual  severity.  D.T.C.  1.  240-241 

1779  Feb.  27  Is  most  pleased  at  B.’s  election  as  President  of  R.S.;  an 

unusual  and  mild  winter;  “Lord  Mulgrave  is  so  engaged  in  public 
affairs  that  I  fear  he  has  forgotten  me”.  D.T.C.  1.  249-250 

1779  Apl.  10  Has  just  received  B.’s  letter  of  12  Nov.;  sends  this  by 
Capt.  Davies,  a  keen  Natural  History  collector,  who  intends  to  be  a 
candidate  for  R.S.;  “and  I  suppose  will  give  you  a  sop  by  making  a 
handsome  present  to  your  Museum”;  Davies  seems  to  have  had  every¬ 
thing  brought  to  Bl.  in  Rhode  Is.,  except  the  Seapoy-bird;  troops  remain 
in  winter  quarters;  rumours  of  peace.  D.T.C.  1.  257-258 

1779  May  3  “The  story  of  your  having  taken  a  command  in  the  militia 
was  not  of  my  own  invention”;  a  small  expedition  has  been  sent  against 
the  rebels  at  Middleton  and  Shrewsbury,  N.J.,  without  much  success; 
another  expedition  is  now  sailing,  but  destination  secret;  “we  suppose 
your  old  friend  Sir  Hugh  [Palliser]  is  utterly  ruined ;  but  how  comes  Lord 
Mulgrave  to  be  involved  in  the  scrape  ?  Why  should  his  windows  be 
sacrificed  to  the  joy  of  Keppel’s  acquittal?”;  dissension  among  rebels  is 
still  violent;  depreciation  of  their  paper  money;  rumour  that  Dr.  Nooth  is 
coming  out.  D.T.C.  1.  259-260 

1779  June  16  The  army  has  captured  two  forts  at  King’s  Ferry;  rebels 
have  a  strong  post  at  West  Point ;  expedition  sent  to  Virginia  destroyed 
quantities  of  stores  and  brought  back  a  fine  booty,  to  be  divided  between 
the  army  and  navy  employed  on  that  service ;  it  is  supposed  that  the  share 
of  the  two  commanders  will  be  about  £5000  each;  one  silver  dollar  is  now 
worth  30  in  rebel  paper  money.  D.T.C.  1.  261-262 

1779  Aug.  27  Congratulates  B.  on  his  marriage;  the  war  news  is  far 

from  good,  the  rebels  having  had  several  successes;  Dr.  Nooth  has  arrived 
“with  most  extravagant  powers”;  is  determined  to  leave  this  country 
either  on  leave  or  by  resigning  his  commission.  D.T.C.  1.  268-269 

1780  June  21]  Has  arrived  at  Plymouth;  was  unable  to  see  Lloyd  to 

whom  B.  gave  him  a  letter,  as  he  was  away;  comments  on  the  recent 
turmoil  in  London  [the  Gordon  riots] ;  the  garrison-commander  has 
ordered  that  the  troops  will  be  called  out  to  suppress  tumultuous  as¬ 
semblies  without  applying  to  the  magistrates ;  found  the  state  of  the  plants, 
hedges,  etc.,  at  Bath  about  10  days  later  in  growth  than  London,  with 
much  variation  in  neighbouring  places.  D.T.C.  1.  290-291 

1780  Aug.  6  Detailed  description  of  the  singular  effects  of  lightning  on 
Aug.  1  upon  the  fort-buildings  at  the  highest  point  on  the  hill ;  some  of  the 
windows  were  driven  out,  others  in;  effects  on  the  metal  parts  of  muskets 
in  the  building,  and  on  the  flagstaff  and  other  woodwork. 

D.T.C.  1.  292-294 

1780]  Oct.  21  *  Mentions  the  defeat  of  a  mutual  friend  (not  named)  in 
the  General  Election;  comments  on  the  policy  of  the  Government  and 
Opposition.  R.S.:  B.  97 
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32.  Revesby 
Abbey 


33.  Plymouth 


1780  Oct.  23  #  Returns  thanks  for  the  account  of  the  lightning;  after  the 
bustle  of  the  election  is  now  trying  to  find  out  how  the  country  landlord 
will  be  paid  his  rents  this  year;  hopes  that  the  recent  storms  of  lightning 
round  London  “will  provide  some  wholesome  food  for  the  Transactions. 
I  know  not  whether  you  intend  to  send  us  a  mass  of  that  which  fell  at  Mt. 
Wise.  I  can  only  say  I  like  a  dish  of  your  cooking  much”.  R.S.:  B.  6 

1781  Sept.  9  Rumour  of  combined  enemy  fleet  near  our  coast,  probably 
between  Ushant  and  Ireland;  uncertain  if  he  will  be  able  to  visit  the  coal¬ 
pits  until  camp  breaks  up;  Charles  Fox  visited  the  fleet  when  at  Torbay 
and  collected  information;  Fox  is  engaged  in  valuing  a  quantity  of  land 
opposite  the  dock-yard  for  purchase  by  the  Crown  for  fortifications; 
articles  in  Gottingen  Magazine  on  Otaheiti  by  George  Forster  and  on  the 
life  of  Capt.  Cook,  probably  by  Lichtenberg;  will  translate  these  if  re¬ 
quired;  Fordyce’s  recovery;  Hunter  is  at  work  on  the  whale  stranded  at 
London ;  Brugman  gives  support  to  Scheele’s  theory  of  fire. 

D.T.C.  2.  24-30 

1781  Sept.  28  Thinks  that  the  beginning  of  his  paper  on  the  Gulf- 
Stream  could  be  enlarged ;  would  like  B.  to  read  through  the  whole  paper; 
went  to  Bovey  Heathfield  to  see  the  coal;  “unless  all  coal  has  been  wood, 
the  Bovey  coal  was  not  so,  the  microscope  shows  none  of  the  distinguishing 
characters  of  wood”;  the  Bovey  coal  appears  to  be  nothing  but  clay, 
approaching  to  slate  but  impregnated  with  bituminous  matter;  there  is  no 
news  here  that  the  alarm  of  the  combined  fleets  has  totally  subsided. 

D.T.C.  2.  32-34 

1781  Nov.  22  In  connection  with  the  controversy  over  lightning- 
conductors,  refers  again  to  the  striking  of  the  flagstaff  at  Plymouth  Dock. 
[See  No.  30.]  R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  7.  183 

35.  Soho  Square  1782  May  8  Solander  has  been  taken  ill,  “and  in  a  short  time  the 

symptoms  of  a  palsy  of  the  left  side  began  to  appear”  ;  sent  for  Hunter 
whilst  Linnaeus  went  to  call  Heberden  and  Pitcairne ;  Lady  Banks  ordered 
an  apartment  in  the  house  for  Solander,  as  it  was  impossible  to  move  him. 

D.T.C.  2.  126 


34.  Plymouth 


34A.  London 


36.  Heston 


37.  Plymouth 
Dock 


38.  Soho  Square 


39.  Plymouth 
Dock 


1782  June  16  *  Lady  Banks,  his  sister  and  himself  have  recovered  from 
influenza;  “it  is  certainly  a  curious  disease,  people  begin  to  talk  about  it”; 
Ingenhousz  has  sent  an  account  of  some  experiments  that  Conferva  yields 
dephlogisticated  air,  and  he  abuses  Priestley  for  arrogating  to  himself 
that  great  discovery.  R.S.:  B.  7 

1782  June  30  Asks  if  Maty  is  really  appointed  to  the  [British]  Museum; 
Ingenhousz’s  abuse  of  Priestley  is  perhaps  not  wholly  unmerited;  com¬ 
ments  on  the  yield  of  dephlogisticated  air  by  Conferva ;  spreading  of 
influenza  and  plague  compared.  D.T.C.  2.  147-150 

1782  July  14  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  remarks  on  influenza;  account  of 
Price’s  alchemical  experiments;  Dr.  Maty  has  been  appointed  to  British 
Museum;  a  house  with  a  pointed  lightning  conductor  has  recently  been 
struck;  Plymouth  is  usually  called  the  Devil’s  Chamber  Pot,  but  Spring 
Grove  might  well  enjoy  this  title.  R.S.:  B.  8 

1782  July  19  Before  he  left  town,  Price  had  begun  to  exhibit  his  al¬ 
chemical  experiments,  and  he  must  be  the  highest  of  chemists  or  a  lunatic ; 
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has  heard  two  lectures  of  Moyse,  “the  itinerant  philosopher”,  which 
seem  to  be  based  on  Black’s  researches ;  would  like  to  have  apartments  in 
Somerset  Place,  near  R.S.,  in  order  to  use  the  library  and  is  willing  to 
pay  for  accommodation  or  superintend  the  library ;  asks  if  Maty’s  appoint¬ 
ment  was  obtained  by  Lord  Stormont’s  interest.  D.T.C.  2.  160-162 

40.  Plymouth  1782  July  19  Asks  for  B.’s  final  opinion  on  the  idea  of  getting  apartments 
in  or  adjoining  R.S.  in  Somerset  Place ;  he  would  have  there  the  convenience 
of  the  library  and  the  new  books  that  are  frequently  presented;  he  could 
act  as  “Inspector  of  the  Library”  or  something  of  that  sort.  [This  letter 
was  apparently  not  sent,  but  its  subject-matter  is  included  in  No.  39.] 

R.S. :  B.  8a 


41.  Plymouth 
Dock 


42.  Soho  Square 


43.  Plymouth 
Dock 


44.  Revesby 
Abbey 


45.  Plymouth 
Dock 


46.  Revesby 
Abbey 


47.  Plymouth 
Dock 


1782  Aug.  6  Comments  on  Price’s  experiments  and  on  the  disgrace 
brought  upon  Oxford  University  in  giving  academic  honours  for  an 
imposture;  has  heard  from  Lord  Mulgrave  who  is  far  from  well. 

D.T.C.  2.  169-171 

1782  Aug.  9  *  Wishes  it  were  in  his  power  to  forward  a  scheme  so  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  Society  as  that  proposed  in  his  previous  letter  [No.  39] ; 
the  Society,  however,  is  strictly  tied  down  and  cannot  apply  any  apartments 
to  other  uses  than  those  to  which  they  were  originally  appropriated;  the 
King  has  been  “very  gracious”  to  science  this  year.  R.S.:  B.  9 

1782  Aug.  30  Kirwan  and  the  Price  controversy;  article  in  Rozier’s 
Journal  on  Blitton’s  divining-rod  imposture;  voluntary  inflammation 
[i.e.  spontaneous  combustion]  of  lamp-black  and  oil  is  described  in  same 
journal;  Hutcheson’s  proposed  experiment  on  freezing  quicksilver  at 
Hudson’s  Bay;  drowning  of  Thomas  Pattinson  Yeats  at  Liverpool;  asks 
if  More  is  to  conduct  the  experiments  with  Parker’s  lens.  [See  Parker, 
William.]  D.T.C.  2.  175-177 

1782  Sept.  20  #  Reports  a  satirical  account  by  Broussonet  on  the  state 
of  letters  in  Paris;  T.  P.  Yeats:  “the  manner  of  his  exit  seems  rather 
questionable”;  he  left  a  will  a  few  days  before  leaving  London  in  which 
his  insects  were  to  be  offered  to  Dr.  Hunter  for  £600;  a  comment  on 
the  Royal  Bounty,  “it  is  discouraging  for  a  king  to  find  all  whom  he 
pensions  pointed  out  as  marked  blockheads”.  R.S.:  B.  10 

1782  Oct.  11  Russian  experiment;  the  monthly  reviews  and  Price’s 
publication;  has  heard  nothing  further  about  Yeats;  storms  have  lasted 
for  three  weeks ;  Howe’s  movements ;  the  camps  are  remarkably  healthy, 
in  spite  of  incessant  rains;  influenza  at  Negapathnam  in  1781. 

D.T.C.  2.  198-200 

[1782  Nov.  1]  *  Lind  reports  that  Herschel  has  discovered  animation  on 
the  moon;  Hunter  having  refused  the  legacy  of  Yeats  [see  No.  44],  the 
executors  allowed  him  to  choose  specimens  to  the  value  of  £150,  whereby 
he  obtained  900  species;  remarks  on  the  state  of  the  crops.  R.S.:  B.  95 

1782  Nov.  3  Asks  what  is  meant  by  “animation  on  the  moon”;  has  put 
up  nine  bottles  of  air,  taken  in  different  states  of  the  weather  for  Cavendish 
to  test  by  his  Eudiometer;  as  B.  is  sceptical  of  the  Manchester  experiments 
of  obtaining  potash  from  horse-dung,  refers  him  to  Watson  of  Cambridge, 
who  evaporated  horses’  urine  and  found  vegetable  alkali  in  the  residuum. 

D.T.C.  2.  205-206 
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48.  Soho  Square  1782  Nov.  9  *  Describes  the  reading  of  Herschel’s  paper  at  R.S.  dedi¬ 
cating  his  new  planet  [Uranus]  to  the  King  under  the  name  “Georgium 
Sidus”,  and  acknowledging  H.M.  bounty.  R.S.:  B.  11 


49.  Paris 


50.  Paris 


51.  Paris 


52.  Paris 


53.  Paris 


1783  June  1 1  Was  well  received  by  Lalande ;  saw  Lavoisier’s  experiments ; 
Sonnerat  is  sailing  for  India  and  Tibet;  Buffon  has  gone  to  the  country 
for  the  summer ;  has  seen  the  younger  Daubenton  who  is  very  desirous  of 
obtaining  the  E.  Indian  plant  with  oscillating  wing-leaves ;  the  collections 
of  the  Jardin  du  Roi  are  admirably  arranged  and  disgrace  our  museum; 
literary  men  in  Paris  seem  to  have  less  liberality  and  more  jealousy  in 
their  conduct  to  one  another  than  those  of  our  own  country. 

D.T.C.  3.  46-48 

1783  June  18  Dined  at  Sonnerat’s  and  explained  to  him  necessity  of 
limiting  the  number  of  Foreign  Members  of  R.S. ;  Lamarck,  his  personal 
appearance,  his  Encyclopaedia,  his  enmity  to  B.  and  his  erroneous  ideas 
as  to  B.’s  treatment  of  foreign  men  of  science;  Cels  also  at  dinner;  he 
corresponds  with  Lee  and  Gordon  and  intends  to  bring  out  a  new  edition 
of  Miller;  the  Due  de  Chaulnes  is  most  polite  but  his  health  is  failing; 
Blanchine  and  his  general  correspondence  plan;  poor  Parisian  opinion  of 
Magellan  and  Cronstedt’s  mineralogy;  has  bought  for  B.  D’Obsonville’s 
Essais\  Lavoisier  and  Laplace’s  method  for  discovering  the  specific  heat 
of  bodies;  talking  automata.  D.T.C.  3.  49-53 

1783  June  25  Cavendish’s  experiment  on  the  production  of  water  from 
combustion  of  dephlogisticated  and  inflammable  air  was  repeated  at 
Lavoisier’s;  le  Meunier  shewed  his  new  air-pump;  the  French  are  trying 
hard  to  rival  us  in  instruments;  has  sent  a  parcel  of  books  with  some 
butterflies  from  [Gigot]  D’Orcy  to  Greville.  D.T.C.  3.  56-58 

1783  July  1  Introduces  Sue,  son  of  the  Surgeon;  the  plan  for  corre¬ 
spondence  between  R.S.  and  the  Academie  has  been  well  received  by  all 
to  whom  it  has  been  mentioned,  and  they  wish  for  a  written  proposal 
to  be  presented  in  form  at  the  Academie;  has  met  Franklin  who  is  said  to 
have  neglected  science  for  politics,  but  he  still  retains  his  sound  judgement. 

D.T.C.  3.  59-60 

1783  July  4  Byers,  an  antiquary  from  Rome,  brings  this  letter,  he  was 
the  first  to  inform  him  of  Sir  William  Hamilton’s  observations;  Osborn 
not  yet  arrived;  has  purchased  through  Woulfe  specimens  for  Greville; 
Woulfe  is  about  to  travel  in  Italy  and  Switzerland ;  Due  de  Chaulnes  is 
about  to  visit  England;  thinks  it  would  be  expedient  for  B.  to  cultivate 
his  acquaintance;  will  enquire  for  Analyse  des  Eaux  de  St.  Vincent ,  but 
the  Paris  booksellers  are  ignorant  and  stupid,  especially  Pissot;  [Baron 
Guyton]  de  Morveau  has  written  on  mineral  alkali  as  a  hygrometer  and 
Saussure’s  work  on  hygrometers  is  expected  daily;  Faujas  de  St.  Fond  is 
publishing  a  description  of  volcanic  productions;  Count  de  Milly  is 
conducting  experiments  on  the  conversion  of  water  into  earth  by  long 
digestion;  Martin  Wall  has  written  on  his  former  connection  with  Price; 
an  account  has  been  given  at  the  Academie  of  an  experiment  at  Ammonay 
on  a  balloon  filled  with  hot  air;  Count  de  Gebelin  is  head  of  the  Musee 
and  read  an  extravagant  panegyric  on  Mesmer;  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 
has  approved  of  Comus’s  electrical  cures ;  Morveau  has  obtained  a  patent 
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to  manufacture  alkali  from  salt,  and  will  establish  it  in  Bretagne  where 
there  is  no  duty  on  salt;  regrets  to  hear  of  B.’s  accident.  D.T.C.  3.  61-64 

1783  July  10  Probable  length  of  his  stay  in  Paris;  Kirwan’s  opinion  is 
right  that  science  is  cultivated  with  more  ardour  in  France  than  in  England 
but  he  is  ill-informed  as  to  Thouvenel’s  prize  essay  on  Nitrous  Acid;  the 
treatment  of  scientific  men  in  France  and  England  compared;  Hedysarum 
[gyrans~\  arrived  dead,  but  the  two  Vespertilios  in  good  order  and  very 
acceptable  to  Thouin  to  whom  they  are  new;  the  collection  of  the  King’s 
nurseryman  is  very  fine.  D.T.C.  3.  67-69 

1783  July  23  Experiments  on  congelation  of  mercury  explained  at 
Academy  meeting,  but  were  little  believed ;  an  hotel,  armed  with  a  pointed 
conductor,  has  been  struck  in  a  great  storm ;  his  commissions  to  buy  books 
for  B.,  and  comments  on  French  periodicals;  the  King’s  library  ought  to 
have  the  Mercure  de  France ;  hopes  to  breakfast  with  B.  in  Soho  Square  on 
7th  Aug.  D.T.C.  3.  70-72 

56.  Soho  Square  [1783]  Aug.  23  [To  B.  then  at  Revesby.]  Guyot  has  arrived  here;  he 
reports  all  Paris  is  excited  about  flying-machines;  one  is  in  preparation 
by  Montgolfier,  and  another  upon  Franklin’s  plan  of  silk  covered  with 
elastic  gum,  by  public  subscription;  the  scheme  was  started  by  Charles, 
Reader  in  Natural  Philosophy;  the  Queen’s  English  garden  at  Trianon 
covers  30  arpents.  D.T.C.  3.  74-75 

1783  Sept.  11  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton’s  letter  to  B.  on  Earthquakes  was 
printed  in  St.  James's  Chronicle,  before  its  appearance  in  Phil.  Trans. ;  it 
must  have  been  obtained  by  fraudulent  means,  or  separate  copies  given 
out ;  Planta’s  complaints  about  his  treatment  by  R.S. ;  Hutchens  is  secretary 
of  correspondence  to  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Co;  asks  if  Nostoc  is  a  vegetable 
substance  or  the  “indigestible  seed  of  a  frog’’;  various  items  of  scientific 
news;  meeting  of  R.S.  [Club],  where  Hemming  made  himself  a  nuisance; 
Aubert  observed  last  night’s  eclipse;  mentions  Price’s  laurel  medicine  and 
his  eccentric  conduct  before  his  death.  D.T.C.  3.  76-79 
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King’s  Road, 
Bedford  Row 


58.  Revesby 
Abbey 


59.  King’s  Road 


60.  Revesby 
Abbey 


61.  [King’s  Rd.] 


1783  Sept.  14  *  Believes  that  Council  of  R.S.  should  rule  that  no  author 
should  receive  the  separate  copies  of  his  work  which  he  takes  for  his  own 
account  until  the  time  of  publication  by  the  Society;  comments  on  Nostoc ; 
sends  account  of  a  meteor  from  Boys.  R.S.:  B.  12 

1783  Sept.  20  Thompson  [Count  Rumford]  has  gone  to  Strasbourg  and 
Vienna  and  promises  to  write  regularly  from  there;  Sue  went  yesterday; 
Deluc  has  sent  the  memoirs  of  Lavoisier  and  Laplace  on  heat,  and  Monge’s 
additional  experiments ;  accounts  of  the  meteor  by  Boys,  Cooper,  Robin¬ 
son  and  Piggott;  Montgolfier’s  “air  bags”,  and  other  aeronautical  news. 

D.T.C.  3.  82-85 

1783  Sept.  21  *  Will  be  glad  “to  do  somewhat  in  the  way  of  antiquity” 
during  his  stay  at  Revesby;  Dr.  Kaye  and  his  man  Grimm  having  dis¬ 
appointed  him,  asks  Bl.  to  find  someone  who  will  come  down  on  the  same 
terms  as  Grim  to  do  draughtsman’s  work.  R.S.:  B.  13 

1783  Sept.  23  Mylne  has  gone  to  Scotland  and  Matthews  is  probably 
out  of  town ;  a  draughtsman  must  be  found ;  Cavendish’s  air  experiments ; 
Mudge’s  time-keepers  seem  better  than  Arnold’s  from  the  Astronomer- 
Royal’s  report;  has  seen  an  advertisement  for  black  wad  or  inflammable 
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62.  King’s  Road 


63.  Revesby 
Abbey 


64.  Soho  Square 


65.  Revesby 
Abbey 

66.  Soho  Square 


67.  King’s  Road 

68.  Revesby 
Abbey 

69.  King’s  Road 


70.  Revesby 
Abbey 


71.  Soho  Square 


72.  Revesby 
Abbey 


ochre  for  H.M.  yards;  Kirwan  has  an  account  of  a  new  method  of  treating 
platina  with  arsenic;  Dalrymple’s  illness.  D.T.C.  3.  86-88 

1 783  Sept.  25  Advice  to  B.  on  his  health ;  Greville’s  collection  of  minerals ; 
Johnson  and  Carter  suggested  as  draughtsmen;  aerostatic  experiments; 
the  recent  meteor;  Reynold’s  resignation  at  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital. 

D.T.C.  3.  89-92 

1783  Sept.  27  *  There  is  no  need  to  trouble  further  about  a  draughtsman ; 
“I  am  much  better  contented  without  one  than  I  should  be  in  the  chance 
of  being  plagued  by  one  who  either  did  not  know  how  to  draw  or  how  to 
behave”;  has  been  informed  by  Broussonet  that  “the  aerostatique 
machine  is  to  go  up  on  Oct.  19th”;  has  lost  the  pain  in  the  chest  and  is 
now  quite  well;  wool  is  better  and  corn  very  good;  cattle  and  sheep 
better  than  for  some  years  past;  asks  Bl.  to  procure  some  of  the  whitest 
and  best  galls  he  can.  R.S.:  B.  14 

1783  Sept.  27  The  draughtsman  recommended  by  Cavallo  is  Hatfield,  a 
pupil  of  the  architect  Wyatt ;  Carter’s  engagements  prevent  him  from 
accepting;  Montgolfier’s  experiments;  account  of  Belfast  meteor. 

D.T.C.  3.  96-97 

1783  Sept.  29  *  Thanks  Bl.  for  seeking  an  assistant  for  his  “antiquity 
operations”  ;  reports  have  arrived  of  Abbe  Grimond’s  lens.  R.S.:  B.  15 

1783  Sept.  30  [To  B.  at  Revesby.]  Is  heartily  tired  with  being  up  all 
night  and  part  of  the  preceding;  is  sending  a  parcel  of  galls;  suspects  that 
French  publications  for  B.’s  library  are  being  delayed  and  their  informa¬ 
tion  sent  to  newspapers ;  Aubert’s  and  Herschel’s  telescopes  compared  at 
Datchet ;  Blanchard  wishes  to  go  up  with  his  great  balloon. 

D.T.C.  3.  98-100 

1783  Oct.  2  Is  making  astronomical  observations  with  Herschel;  long 
description  of  phenomena  observed.  D.T.C.  3.  101-105 

1783  Oct.  4  *  Returns  thanks  for  continued  efforts  to  find  a  draughtsman ; 
Herschel’s  “large  glass”  must  have  great  allowances  made  for  the  top  of 
the  speculum  which  broke  with  the  cold  last  winter.  R.S.:  B.  16 

1783  Oct.  4  The  letter  he  wrote  to  B.  from  Paris  on  27  June  and  sent 
by  Robley  has  just  arrived  at  Soho  Square;  the  songs  of  “Gretna  Green” 
are  now  published  and  he  sends  them  with  the  last  collection  of  Vauxhall 
songs  for  B.’s  ladies;  has  met  Prof.  Luino  of  Pavia;  he  mentioned  a 
process  in  Paris  for  rendering  wax  extremely  white;  his  bent  seems  to  be 
towards  abstract  metaphysics.  D.T.C.  3.  106-107 

1783  Oct.  6*  Acknowledges  parcel  of  galls;  on  4  Oct.  Dr.  Petrie  of 
Lincoln  observed  a  meteor-like  flash  in  the  northern  sky  which  passed 
eastwards  “like  a  stream  of  fire”  ;  the  noise  followed  in  about  two  minutes. 

R.S.:B.  17 

1783  Oct.  7  Selection  of  draughtsman;  saw  the  meteor  with  Dryander 
last  Saturday  [Oct.  4] ;  observations  on  same  day  by  Herschel,  Aubert  and 
others;  has  just  received  the  contents  of  German  journals. 

D.T.C.  3.  108-111 

1783  Oct.  7  *  Johnstone  [Johnson]  has  come  from  Nottingham  and 
although  he  says  he  cannot  draw  in  perspective,  he  is  to  start  work  on 
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73.  King’s  Road 


74.  King’s  Road 


73.  Revesby 
Abbey 


76.  King’s  Road 


77.  Revesby 
Abbey 


78.  King’s  Road 


79.  King’s  Road 


80.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


Tattenhall  Castle;  he  seems  far  more  willing  than  able,  but  will  keep  him 
a  week  or  a  fortnight.  R.S.:  B.  18 

1783  Oct.  9  States  his  reasons  for  not  accepting  the  post  of  physician  at 
Canterbury;  change  of  opinion  in  France  as  regards  balloons. 

D.T.C.  3.  1 1 2-1 15 

1783  Oct.  n  Aubert’s  account  of  the  meteor  agrees  with  Petrie’s; 
enquiries  made  on  Solander’s  behalf  for  Nils  Myrin,  a  Swede,  show  that 
he  was  a  private  in  our  service  in  the  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  was 
killed  in  action  in  N.  Carolina,  17  Oct.  1780;  has  obtained  advice  from  the 
“Crown  and  Anchor”  and  the  “George  and  Vulture”  as  to  keeping  the 
turtle  [see  No.  83] ;  he  measured  the  elevation  of  that  part  of  the  house 
over  which  the  meteor  appeared,  and  found  it  320;  salvage  work  on  the 
Royal  George ;  Cavallo’s  lens.  D.T.C.  3.  116-120 

1783  Oct.  13  *  Has  replied  to  the  King  that  he  considers  that  the 
memorial  from  Cassini  de  Thury  about  ascertaining  trigonometrically  the 
position  of  the  observatories  does  honour  to  the  British  scientific  character 
and  is  of  benefit  to  astronomy;  has  no  doubt  there  are  people  in  R.S.  able 
and  willing  to  undertake  the  work  suggested  in  the  memorial;  Johnson  is 
out  of  his  element  as  a  draughtsman,  as  is  also  B.’s  turtle.  R.S.:  B.  19 
1783  Oct.  14  [Dr.  John]  Paradise  called  and  surprised  him  by  speaking  of 
his  [Bl.’s]  candidature  for  the  secretaryship  of  R.S.;  account  of  the 
meteor  in  the  Canterbury  Journal ;  a  parcel  of  pamphlets  dealing  with 
balloons  has  arrived;  a  French  pamphlet  on  Perpetual  Motion  had  been 
sent  for  R.S.  D.C.T.  3.  121-124 

1783  Oct.  15  *  Is  very  grateful  to  Bl.  for  writing  so  regularly,  whereby 
he  is  as  well  acquainted  with  affairs  in  London  as  if  he  was  there;  is  not 
interested  in  political  news  and  never  wishes  to  hear  the  grating  of  any 
but  the  large  wheels  of  that  cumbrous  machine ;  sends  a  letter  from  Boys 
of  Sandwich  about  the  meteor,  also  the  memorial  mentioned  in  his  last 
letter  [No.  75],  and  a  letter  from  Broussonet  concerning  Montgolfier’s 
“flying  Medusa”.  R.S.:  B.  20 

1783  Oct.  16  Refusal  of  Heberden’s  proposal;  by  declining  the  practice 
of  physic  now,  he  will  not  have  the  opportunity  or  inclination  to  resume  it 
afterwards;  Cassini  de  Thury’s  trigonometrical  observations;  Woulfe  has 
just  arrived  with  a  valuable  collection  of  minerals  and  some  balloons; 
Dryander  sends  Franklin’s  account  of  a  ball  exhibited  by  the  Due  de 
Crillon;  “the  King  has  settled  the  sheep  which  went  up  with  Mont¬ 
golfier’s  machine,  in  a  place  for  life  in  his  menagerie”;  sends  letter  from 
D’Arcet  on  Montgolfier’s  experiments;  the  Due  de  Chartres  served  up  a 
pie  containing  balloons,  and  a  similar  joke  was  played  on  the  Customs 
House;  the  Royal  George  has  not  been  removed.  D.T.C.  3.  127-13 1 
1783  Oct.  16  [Second  letter.]  Maskelyne,  Boscovich  and  Wilson; 
would  like  3  or  4  lb.  of  toadstone  from  Derbyshire  for  Woulfe;  Cavendish 
has  a  photometer  and  he  and  Bl.  will  observe  Algol  on  Wednesday  night 
[22  Oct.].  D.T.C.  3.  125-126 

1783  Oct.  18  *  Would  feel  easy  and  happy  if  Bl.  were  in  Maty’s  place 
[Sec.  R.S.];  has  often  thought  of  doing  something  about  this;  Johnson 
goes  on  with  considerable  industry;  the  house  is  full  of  company. 

R.S.:  B.  2i 
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81.  Soho  Square  1783  Oct.  18  Considers  Cassini’s  memorial  not  good;  Broussonet’s  letter 

is  well  meant  “but  he  does  not  show  so  strong  a  head  as  I  expected”; 
met  Sibthorp  yesterday,  he  mentioned  Argand’s  intention  of  exhibiting  in 
London;  he  is  an  adventurer  and  Berthollet  has  written  making  very 
sensible  observations;  Boys’s  letter  about  the  last  meteor  is  valuable. 

D.T.C.  3.  132-136 


82.  Revesby 
Abbey 


83.  King’s  Road 


84.  King’s  Road 


85.  Soho  Square 


86.  [Soho 
Square] 


87.  Revesby 
Abbey 

88.  King’s  Road 


89.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1783  Oct.  20  *  Comments  on  an  instance — not  the  first — of  awkward 
conduct  of  the  Astronomer- Royal  towards  the  publications  of  R.S.;  as 
there  is  no  telescope  at  Revesby  the  phenomenon  of  Algol  will  not  be  very 
amusing  to  the  ladies;  to-day  is  Fair  Day,  when,  according  to  immemorial 
custom,  he  is  to  feed  and  make  drunk  everyone  who  chooses  to  come, 
“which  will  cost  me  in  beef  and  ale  near  20  pound”.  R.S.:  B.  22 

1783  Oct.  21  The  turtle  has  died  [see  No.  74];  experiments  withWoulfe 
on  gas  balloons;  discussed  Argand  at  the  Club  [see  No.  81];  Russell  was 
very  excited,  saying  “to  have  argued  nationally  with  such  a  man,  would 
have  been  like  a  serious  remonstrance  to  Ld.  G.  Gordon”;  Cassini’s 
proposal;  black  wad  is  now  offered  for  £3  per  ton,  instead  of  £50;  its 
dangers;  Edgworth’s  account  of  the  meteor;  many  years  ago  Prof.  Win- 
throp  of  Cambridge,  New  England,  sent  a  paper  on  Meteors  to  R.S.; 
this  was  not  printed,  but  “Pringle  took  his  ideas  from  it,  which  Maskelyne 
is  now  going  to  hash  up  warm”.  D.T.C.  3.  139-142 

1783  Oct.  23  The  turtle  was  dressed  to-day  at  the  ‘  ‘  Crown  and  Anchor  ” ; 
experiments  with  Woulfe  on  gas  balloons;  could  not  prevail  on  Mrs. 
Banks  [B’s  mother],  to  be  present;  cloudy  weather  has  prevented  observa¬ 
tions  on  Algol;  the  supposed  earthquake  was  a  powder-mill  blown  up 
near  Weybridge;  a  vessel  is  going  out  to  search  for  Grosvenor\  [the  Rev. 
William]  Coxe  has  been  here  [i.e.  Soho  Square]  the  last  two  days  “brain¬ 
sucking”  for  his  work  on  the  northern  countries.  D.T.C.  3.  143-145 

1783  Oct.  25  Sends  by  Roberts  a  collection  of  balloon  pamphlets; 
Mitchell  on  the  magnitude  of  the  fixed  stars;  Reinegger  is  going  through 
Persia  to  Tibet,  and  Sonnerat  is  bound  for  the  same  country;  the  Geor¬ 
gian  mule;  Pallas  has  printed  Steller’s  account  of  his  stay  on  Bering’s 
Island.  D.T.C.  3.  146-148 

1783  Oct.  28  Astronomical  observations  at  Aubert’s;  a  gentleman  going 
to  Dominica  as  surgeon  to  the  garrisofi  has  promised  to  collect  specimens; 
Simmons’s  Life  of  [William]  Hunter;  bequest  of  Hunter’s  museum; 
Count  Briihl’s  watch  was  made  by  Emery  upon  Mudge’s  new  principle. 

D.T.C.  3.  1 52-1 55 

1783  Oct.  29*  Thanks  Bl.  for  the  papers  and  journals  sent,  and  for 
attention  to  his  mother.  R.S.:  B.  23 

1783  Oct.  30  Proceedings  at  the  [R.S.]  Club;  Argand  is  not  wanted  in 
London;  Brissot  de  Warville’s  attack  on  B.;  Woulfe’s  minerals  were 
confiscated  by  the  Customs  officials  owing  to  error  of  description;  Beck¬ 
mann  on  the  price  of  tulips  in  the  17th  century;  Macpherson  and  the 
E.I.  Co.;  attempt  to  burgle  Mrs.  Banks’s  house  at  Chelsea;  robberies 
from  the  river  are  frequent.  D.T.C.  3.  156-159 

1783  Nov.  7  *  Returns  thanks  for  present  of  Welsh  mutton;  Dr.  Buchan 
wishes  to  dedicate  to  B.  the  new  edition  of  his  Family  Physician  [ffc,  read 
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Domestic  Medicine ,  see  Buchan,  W.];  asks  Bl.  as  to  Buchan’s  status 
amongst  physicians.  R.S.:  B.  24 

90.  [King’s  1783  Dec.  22  Has  discussed  with  Cavendish  the  attacks  made  on  B.  by 

Road]  Dr.  Horsley:  whilst  supporting  B.,  he  will  not  join  in  a  vote  of  censure  on 

H.  whom  he  believes  to  have  acted  only  on  the  motive  of  the  good  of  the 
Society;  he  proposes  to  end  the  discussion  by  a  motion  that  any  abuses 
that  may  arise  shall  be  settled  by  the  Council  without  interrupting  the 
ordinary  meetings  with  such  discussions ;  his  reluctance  to  be  consulted  on 
the  House  List;  he  admitted  that  the  present  procedure  was  the  same  as 
that  of  Sir  John  Pringle.  D.T.C.  3.  171-172 

91.  King’s  Road  1783  Dec.  23  Has  seen  Lord  Mulgrave  who  thinks  the  present  situation 

should  be  settled  finally  and  is  against  temporizing;  Dr.  Heberden  is  of 
opinion  that  the  affair  of  Hutton  is  a  pretext,  and  the  motive  of  B.’s 
opponents  is  a  grudge  of  old  standing;  H.  warmly  appreciated  what  B. 
has  done  for  science  and  that  no  better  president  could  be  found;  he 
advocates  bringing  the  matter  to  an  issue  from  the  Chair,  and  asking  for  a 
vote  of  confidence,  a  suggestion  also  supported  by  Roy. 

D.T.C.  3. 174-175 


92.  King’s  Road 

93.  King’s  Road 


94.  Spring 
Grove 


95.  Spring 
Grove 


96.  [King’s 
Road] 


[1783  Dec.  24]  Has  not  seen  Cavendish;  summary  of  his  views;  intends 
to  call  on  him  to-morrow  in  company  with  Dryander.  D.T.C.  3.  176 

1783  Dec.  24  He  decided  to  write  to  Cavendish,  who  immediately  called 
upon  him  and  explained  that  he  should  add  a  clause  to  his  resolution  to 
show  that  he  had  no  hostile  motives ;  he  is  desirous  of  giving  no  offence  to 
B.  and  to  continue  on  friendly  terms  even  when  differing  in  opinion;  he 
will  attend  the  next  meeting  of  R.S. ;  after  much  discussion  he  agreed  with 
a  vote  of  approbation  if  worded  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  offensive ; 
he  (Bl.)  feels  sure  that  C.  will  be  an  ardent  supporter  of  B. 

D.T.C.  3.  177-179 

1783  Dec.  26  *  Dr.  Heberden,  though  friendly,  is  not  willing  to  support 
any  kind  of  active  measures;  this  alters  his  (B.’s)  plans  somewhat,  but  he 
must  strike  while  the  iron  is  hot.  [On  verso:  “Resolved  that  this  Society 
approve  of  Sir  Jos.  Banks  as  their  President  &  mean  to  support  him  in 
that  office.  Approved  by  Mr.  Cavendish.  Dec.  29,  1783.”]  R.S.:  B.  25 

[1783]  Dec.  27*  He  cannot  consider  the  charge  made  against  him  of 
putting  his  supporters  on  the  Council  in  view  of  the  record  of  those 
making  it;  he  has  never  canvassed  for  approbation  and  has  always  acted 
as  a  moderator  in  debates  and  for  the  interests  of  the  Society;  if  he 
deserves  support  and  receives  it,  he  will  continue  as  President;  if  not,  he 
will  resign.  R.S.:  B.  98 

1783  Dec.  27  Paradise,  Jodrell  and  Price  support  B.  as  President  but 
oppose  a  motion  which  would  impede  debate,  as  that  proposed  by 
Cavendish;  Kirwan  holds  similar  views;  the  opponents  are  busy  canvas¬ 
sing — Poore,  Maseres,  Wilson,  Partridge  and  Barrington  and  their 
friends;  it  is  believed  they  wish  to  put  up  Lord  Mahon  as  President; 
Maskelyne  is  also  hostile ;  many  allegations  are  made  by  the  malcontents, 
who  aver  that  this  contest  is  the  men  of  science  versus  the  Macaronis ;  some 
of  B.’s  friends  criticize  his  keeping  out  of  the  way  instead  of  actively 
canvassing.  D.T.C.  3.  1 80-181 
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97.  King’s  Road 


98.  King’s  Road 

99.  Soho  Square 


100.  [King’s 
Road 


101.  [King’s 
Road 


102.  [Soho 
Square 

103.  Soho  Square 


104.  King’s  Road 


105.  Spring 
Grove 

xo6.  King’s  Road 


1783  Dec.  28  Has  seen  further  Fellows  who  will  support  B.;  agrees  that 
it  would  be  proper  for  B.  to  canvass ;  one  of  the  greatest  complaints  made 
is  that  B.  has  kept  out  of  the  Society  deserving  men  because  they  are  not 
of  a  certain  rank;  considers  these  personal  attacks  will  receive  little  support; 
the  strongest  pretext  is  that  the  Council  should  not  impede  freedom  of 
debate  and  that  the  Society  as  a  whole  should  control  its  enactments. 

D.T.C.  3.  182-184 

1783  Dec.  29  As  a  postscript  added  to  No.  97,  states  the  resolution 
agreed  to  by  Cavendish  [added  on  verso  of  No.  94].  D.T.C.  3.  184 

1783  Dec.  30  “Horsley  pretends  to  have  received  information  that  you 

are  to  move  for  his  expulsion  at  the  next  meeting  and  gives  it  as  a  motive 
for  his  friends  to  come  down”;  Sir  George  Shuckburgh  wrote  to  Maty 
approving  the  proceedings  against  B.  D.T.C.  3.  185 

1784  Feb.  1 1  ]  Informs  B.  of  the  state  of  the  parties;  Gossett,  as  an 

associate  of  Maty,  is  against  B.,  but  Warren  will  bring  all  the  friends  he 
can  muster;  Horsley’s  intentions,  and  hints  that  other  charges  will  be 
made;  Warren  considers  there  will  be  a  larger  majority  in  favour  of  B. 
[Edw.  Smith,  77-78.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  202 

D.T.C.  4.  12 

1784]  Mar.  1  “  Planta  at  the  Club  to-day  mentioned  to  me  that  Maty 

intended  making  a  violent  speech  against  you  next  Thursday,  flatly 
contradicting  what  you  had  asserted  relative  to  the  conversation  betwixt 
you  and  him,  and  afterwards  would  resign”;  had  intended  to  visit  B. 
to-day,  but  is  prevented  by  the  death  of  his  mother.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  157 

D.T.C.  4.  13 

1784  Mar.  2]  *  Letter  of  condolence  on  the  death  of  Bl.’s  mother. 

R.S.:  B.  99 

1784  Mar.  6  *  Maty  attended  at  the  R.S.  and  made  his  charge;  this  was 
more  or  less  ignored ;  all  was  quiet  and  seems  likely  to  remain  so ;  a  shocking 
accident  involving  the  death  of  naval  officers  and  ratings  has  happened  off 
the  coast  of  Jersey.  R.S.:  B.  26 

1784  Apl.  5  Cavendish  and  Dalrymple  came  home  with  him  to  discuss 
measures  for  preventing  turbulent  members  from  disturbing  the  peace  of 
the  R.S.;  he  would  be  willing  to  serve  on  a  committee  for  this  purpose; 
suggests  as  other  members  Watson,  Anguish,  Aubert,  Campbell,  Heberden 
and  Wollaston;  their  proposed  plan  of  action;  Cavendish  has  finished  his 
explanation  and  figure  of  the  apparatus  used  in  the  Hudson’s  Bay  ex¬ 
periments.  D.T.C.  4.  20-21 

1784  Apl.  6  *  The  proposals  made  in  Bl.’s  last  letter  are  quite  new  to 
him,  but  he  will  explain  his  sentiments  verbally  when  they  meet. 

R.S.:  B.  27 

1784  Apl.  6  Wishes  to  make  clear  the  active  part  Cavendish  is  taking  in 
the  measures  to  ensure  peace  at  R.S. ;  he  has  already  seen  Wollaston  and 
Aubert;  he  will  write  to  Watson  and  has  appointed  a  meeting  at  his  own 
house ;  Cavendish  in  the  handsomest  manner  is  assisting  him  to  set  up  as  a 
physician;  Basire  [the  engraver]  is  of  opinion  that  the  figure  of  the 
apparatus  for  freezing  quicksilver  cannot  be  divided  without  spoiling  it; 
tbe  week’s  French  journals  have  arrived  at  Soho  Square.  D.T.C.  4.  22-23 
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107.  King’s  Road 

1784  July  12  The  instruments  from  Ramsden  will  be  sent  to  the  Heath 

[Hounslow],  to-morrow  and  operations  are  to  begin  on  Wed.,  14th; 
Aubert  and  Smeaton  will  sleep  at  B.’s  house  [Spring  Grove]  to-morrow, 
but  as  neither  is  taking  part,  will  stay  only  a  few  hours  on  the  Heath; 
Cavendish  and  himself  (Bl.)  will  breakfast  at  Spring  Grove,  and  Cavendish 
will  return  on  Wednesday  night,  leaving  the  operations  to  Lloyd  and 
himself.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  167 

108.  King’s  Road 

1784  July  27  Gen.  Roy  is  prevented  from  commencing  to-morrow  as  he 

has  to  attend  the  Duke  of  Richmond ;  if  the  King  should  visit  the  post  that 
day,  asks  B.  to  make  his  excuses,  he  will  begin  work  on  Tuesday  [30th] 
and  will  call  at  Spring  Grove  on  29th;  completion  of  the  instrument  by 
Ramsden  and  details  of  it.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  170 

109.  [King’s 

Road] 

1784  July  28  Owing  to  Thanksgiving  Day,  the  King  is  unlikely  to  visit 

[Hounslow]  Heath;  wishes  to  consult  B.  about  Phil.  Trans. ;  will  come  [to 
Spring  Grove]  with  Cavendish  on  29th;  observations  taken. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  171 

no.  London 

1784  Sept.  7  Writes  at  the  desire  of  Russell,  an  opportunity  having 

presented  itself  of  sending  to  his  brother  in  India;  Franklin,  secretary  at 
Paris,  arrived  recently  and  brought  a  letter,  enclosed;  Franklin  professes 
to  have  come  “simply  to  see  England  ,but  probably  the  old  fox  has  some 
further  views”;  E.I.  Co.  will  not  recall  Lord  Macartney;  Mesmer  and 
animal  magnetism;  Hale  is  dead,  “and  has  left  my  brother  and  Mrs. 
Blagden  ...  the  whole  of  his  estate”;  has  been  elected  corresponding 
Member  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences;  Foullon  d’Fcottier  is  here. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  172 
D.T.C.  4.  50-51 

in.  Lincoln 

1784  Sept.  9  *  Requests  that  his  compliments  be  given  to  “young 

Franklin”;  would  have  liked  to  have  conversed  with  him  on  his  grand¬ 
father,  an  old  friend;  congratulations  on  election  to  Paris  Academy. 

R.S.  :  B.  28 

1 12.  London 

1784  Sept.  11  [Frederick]  Barnard  [the  King’s  Librarian],  dined  with 

him  and  mentioned  that  the  Arrets  are  not  being  regularly  sent  to  H.M.  and 
desired  B.  to  be  informed;  Broussonet,  who  is  a  candidate  for  the  Acad, 
des  Sciences,  has  had  a  letter  stating  that  recommendations  from  persons  in 
England  through  their  French  correspondents  would  be  very  helpful,  and 
especially  mentioned  B. ;  Smeathman  has  published  an  advertisement  to 
raise  subscriptions  for  his  balloon;  Franklin  has  informed  him  that  a  man 
in  Paris  has  rowed  a  boat  across  the  Seine  in  the  air,  “by  turning  a  sort  of 
whirligig  which  never  touched  the  water”.  D.T.C.  4.  53-54 

1 13.  London 

1784  Sept.  16  B.’s  commission  has  been  delivered  to  William  Russell, 

the  ship  has  now  sailed,  so  the  matter  is  at  an  end;  Franklin  has  settled 
everything  with  Nicol  and  will  soon  return  to  Paris;  Foullon  d’Fcottier 
who  is  Bertier’s  brother-in-law  has  now  returned  to  Paris;  Lloyd  has 
written  to  Miss  Banks  a  full  account  of  Lunardi’s  balloon  ascent ;  was  on 
the  roof  of  Aubert’s  observatory  in  Austin  Friars  watching  its  movements; 
details  of  its  flight.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  173 

D.T.C.  4.  60-61 
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1 14.  London  1784  Sept.  17  Extract  from  Berthollet’s  letter  on  animal  magnetism  and 

Lavoisier’s  experiments  with  spirits  of  wine.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  174 

D.T.C.  4.  62 


1 15.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1 1 6.  London 


xi  7.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1 18.  King’s  Road 


1 19.  London 


120.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1 21.  [Revesby 
Abbey 


122.  London 


1784  Sept.  22  *  Would  like  to  know  whether  Lunardi’s  success  will 
produce  a  turn  of  “balloon  madness”  in  England  as  has  happened  in 
Paris;  Lunardi  does  not  seem  to  have  made  any  real  contribution  to 
meteorology ;  complains  of  the  account  in  the  Journ.  de  Paris  of  Lavoisier’s 
experiments  of  producing  water  from  the  combustion  of  spirits  of  wine. 

R.S.:  B.  29 

1 784  Oct.  3  Sends  full  details  of  Lunardi's  and  Robert’s  balloon  voyages ; 
Mesmer’s  pretensions;  if  he  fails,  he  can  be  punished  in  the  pillory; 
speaks  with  approval  of  Priestley’s  experiments.  D.T.C.  4.  65—67 

1784  Oct.  12  *  Thanks  Bl.  for  his  account  of  Lunardi;  “it  is  wondrous 
how  young  people  have  been  tolerably  at  their  ease  in  the  air  without 
making  one  observation  worth  a  groat;  encloses  letter  from  Broussonet 
giving  explanation  of  a  new  commission  granted  to  Mesmer;  “Jussieu 
must  be  more  of  a  fool  than  I  even  (who  never  admired  him)  had  an  idea 
of  to  take  part  in  so  foolish  a  deception  just  at  the  moment  when  it  is 
detected”.  R.S. :  B.  30 

1784  Oct.  14  Elas  met  Dr.  Kippis  ( q.v .)  and  has  procured  from  him  a 
copy  of  his  pamphlet  on  the  dissentions  in  R.S.;  urges  B.  to  prevail  on 
him  to  put  his  name  on  the  title-page,  especially  as  those  on  the  other  side 
have  been  anonymous ;  Major  Gardiner  and  [John]  Sheldon  have  quarrelled 
and  the  conduct  of  S.  reflects  little  credit  on  R.S.  for  electing  him;  latest 
balloon  news;  Lunardi’s  publication  is  a  mixture  of  ignorance  and  vanity. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35057.  53-54 

1784  Oct.  17  Relates  that  Blanchard  and  Sheldon  went  up  yesterday; 
he  observed  the  balloon  with  Cavendish  and  Dalrymple  from  a  house  on 
Putney  Heath ;  Sheldon  was  put  down  at  Sunbury  and  Blanchard  went  on 
to  Romsey,  Hants. ;  Faujas  de  St.  Fond  set  off  with  a  party  to  Staffa, 
but  his  “  heart  failed  him  when  he  came  to  the  ocean”  ;  the  only  person  who 
certainly  went  there  is  Massey  or  Macey  [Macie,  q.v.]  said  to  be  a  natural 
son  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland.  D.T.C.  4.  75-76 

1784  Oct.  18  *  Looks  forward  to  news  of  Sheldon’s  “foolish  voyage”; 
Sheldon  has  no  right  to  awaken  public  curiosity  which  he  is  unable  to 
satisfy;  Dr.  Darwin  has  called  at  Soho'Square  with  a  letter  and  paper  from 
his  father;  asks  Bl.  to  enquire  for  the  paper  as  he  has  no  idea  of  its  subject. 

R.S. :  B.  31 

1784  Oct.  20]  *  Duke  of  Chartres  was  in  the  air  only  four  minutes;  the 
valve  being  out  of  order  the  Duke  and  his  companion  were  terrified,  but 
Robert  kept  his  head  and  threw  out  a  long  rope  by  which  the  balloon 
was  towed  clear  of  a  large  pond  and  descended  safely.  R.S.:  B.  96 

1784  Oct.  21  Thanks  B.  for  papers  sent;  Campbell’s  account  of  the 
phenomena  at  Loch  Tay  has  already  appeared  in  the  Public  Advertiser 
[see  Campbell,  John,  No.  1].  Dr.  Darwin’s  paper  deals  with  an  artificial 
spring  produced  near  his  house  by  digging  through  a  stratum  below  the 
natural  springs;  another  part  of  the  paper  is  on  the  meteor  of  Aug.  18, 
which  agrees  in  the  main  with  his  (Bl.’s)  own  observations;  hopes  B.  will 
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attend  the  first  meeting  of  the  session  at  R.S.  as  his  absence  may  be 


123.  London 

misconstrued  by  his  opponents;  Cavendish  has  calculated  the  height  of 
Sheldon’s  balloon  to  be  3000  ft.  D.T.C.  4.  77-78 

1784  Oct.  24  Considers  Sheldon’s  aerial  voyage  a  failure ;  no  observations 

were  taken  and  the  barometer  used  was  an  old  and  worthless  one ;  Garth- 

124.  Revesby 
Abbey 

shore  has  shown  him  B.’s  letter  and  the  convincing  reasons  given  for  the 
author’s  name  being  put  to  the  pamphlet,  but  he  still  demurs ;  Sir  George 
Baker  and  Dr.  Saunders  were  inclined  to  favour  anonymity,  but  Cavendish 
is  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  pamphlet  will  do  no  good  unless  the  author 
puts  his  name  to  it.  [The  pamphlet  is  that  of  Andrew  Kippis  ( q.v .)  on  the 
recent  dissensions  in  R.S.]  In  a  P.S.  he  refers  to  Priestley’s  experiments 
with  steam  and  iron  filings,  and  to  Sheldon  who  says  his  barometer  was 
broken  and  his  thermometer  mislaid.  D.T.C.  4.  83-84 

1784  Oct.  26  *  Comments  on  the  vanity  and  childishness  of  Blanchard 

and  Sheldon;  the  conduct  of  Faujas  de  St.  Fond  on  his  Scottish  tour  will 
not  easily  be  forgotten  and  he  can  never  show  his  face  again ;  will  not  be  in 
town  until  the  night  before  the  second  meeting  of  R.S.  R.S.:  B.  32 

125.  Gower 

Street 

1784  Oct.  26  He  has  seen  Kippis  and  persuaded  him  to  affix  his  name  to 

the  pamphlet  which  will  be  published  next  month,  Cavendish’s  opinion 
having  had  great  weight  with  him ;  Baron  Hamlin,  a  Swedish  mineralogist, 
has  arrived  from  America  where  he  has  been  visiting  mines;  Count 
Castiglione,  a  Milanese,  has  been  to  B.’s  house  with  a  letter  from  Brous- 
sonet ;  gives  extract  from  the  letter  in  which  he  advocates  B.  for  the  vacancy 
of  Associe  etranger  of  the  Acad,  des  Sciences  caused  by  the  death  of 
Bergman;  Hodgson,  a  member  of  the  Friday  Club,  has  shot  himself 
owing  to  financial  troubles,  “a  fit  end  in  my  opinion  of  that  sort  of  traitor 
to  his  country”.  D.T.C.  4.  85-86 

126.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1784  Oct.  29  *  He  would  certainly  be  flattered  if  the  French  Academy 

were  to  elect  him  at  this  time;  he  would  consider  it  as  “a  very  high  testi¬ 
mony  of  his  literary  character  which  had  been  attacked  by  Mr.  Maty’s 
impertinence” ;  it  would  also  show  his  enemies  how  little  impression  their 
pamphlets  have  made;  cannot  regret  Flodgson’s  death;  ‘‘I  think  it  better 
for  us  all  that  he  should  be  in  another  world”.  R.S. :  B.  33 

127.  [London] 

1784  Oct.  31  Lord  Mulgrave  has  promised  to  attend  for  B.  at  R.S.  when 

Dr.  Hutton’s  motion  as  to  Keck’s  will  may  be  brought  forward  [cf. 
Lyons ,  147];  Cavallo’s  Bakerian  Lecture  has  not  yet  been  delivered;  has 
heard  that  Faujas  has  gone  to  Staffa;  reports  snow  and  low  temperatures; 
mentions  new  observations  by  Herschel ;  Sheldon  informs  him  that 
Zambaccari  with  money  supplied  by  Lockwood,  is  constructing  a  large 
balloon  in  secret.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  176-177 

D.T.C.  4.  87-88 

128.  Gower 
Street 

1784  Nov.  1  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  of  Broussonet  concerning  the 

desired  election  of  B.  to  the  French  Academy  and  suggesting  that  it  would 
be  opportune  if  he  were  to  present  his  engravings  to  it ;  is  not  sure  whether 
this  is  a  bait  or  whether  the  French  botanists  want  thus  to  acquire  B.’s 
plates ;  the  letter  from  the  Elector  has  been  opened  and  will  be  laid  before 
R.S.;  printing  of  Phil.  Trans,  much  delayed  by  Maskelyne;  Gen.  Sloper 
is  the  new  commander-in-chief  in  India;  success  of  the  method  of  Kort 
and  Gallirot  for  making  bar  iron.  D.T.C.  4.  89-91 

5— B.L. 
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129.  Revesby  1784  Nov.  4*  He  would  certainly  be  glad  to  be  elected  to  the  Paris 

Abbey  Academy,  but  does  not  think  it  necessary  for  him  to  make  any  manoeuvres 

in  that  direction;  the  Paris  people  may  be  baiting  a  trap  but  he  does  not 
think  Broussonet  would  be  fool  enough  or  knave  enough  to  set  it. 

R.S.:B.  34 

130.  Soho  Square  1785  July  28*  Reports  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Club;  Col. 

Calderwood  and  Ilerschel  were  elected;  all  is  quiet  at  R.S.  R.S.:  B.  35 

1 3 1.  Monmouth  1785  July  31  Has  measured  the  highest  mountains  in  Gloucestershire, 

Glamorgan,  Brecknock  and  Monmouth ;  has  visited  cloth  and  iron  manu¬ 
factories;  is  now  proceeding  with  Cavendish  to  Birmingham  and  will 
measure  the  Malvern  Hills.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  199 

D.T.C.  4.  146-147 

1785  Aug.  5  #  Mesmer  has  arrived  in  England  for  health  reasons;  the 
quantity  of  English  goods  imported  into  France  is  leading  to  new  pro¬ 
hibitions,  but  this  merely  means  that  the  commercial  treaty  now  under 
negotiation  will  be  hastened.  R.S.:  B.  36 

1785  Aug.  6  Arrived  in  Birmingham  on  2nd  Aug.;  has  visited  manu¬ 
factories  in  the  district;  hopes  to  breakfast  with  B.  in  Soho  Square  next 
Thursday  [10th] ;  comments  on  elections  to  R.S.  Club.  D.T.C.  4.  154-155 

Gower  1785  Aug.  29  Has  conferred  with  Aubert  about  Graefer’s  passage  to 

Street  Naples  [see  Hamilton,  Sir  W.,  No.  19];  Kirwan  has  received  Crell’s 

Chemical  Journal,  which  contains  some  interesting  articles,  including  the 
discovery  of  tungsten  in  Cornwall,  analysis  of  feldspar,  Burn’s  discoveries 
for  the  extraction  of  metals,  etc.  D.T.C.  4.  158-160 

135.  Gower  1785  Sept.  3  Aiton  is  trying  to  get  a  gardener  to  send  abroad;  an  allow- 

Street  ance  for  outfit  must  be  made ;  Molini  has  received  a  bill  for  payment  and 

will  dispatch  the  chest  for  Cavendish;  Woulfe  has  arrived  from  Paris  and 
brought  a  letter  from  Pelletier  relative  to  plumbago  and  molybdena;  the 
French  translation  of  Cavendish’s  paper  is  likely  to  appear  before  the 
original  in  Phil.  Trans.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  201 


132.  Soho  Square 


133.  Birmingham 


I34 


D.T.C. 


4.  170-171 


136.  Soho  Square 


137.  Overton 


138.  Gower 
Street 

139.  Overton 


140.  Gower 
Street 


1785  Sept.  10  Aiton  called;  has  not  yet  found  a  botanist  for  foreign 
expedition ;  Graefer  brought  a  young  Pole  named  Au  [Hove] ;  took  him  to 
see  Nepean  who  raised  objection  to  a  foreigner,  but  will  consult  Lord 
Howe;  Bishop  Watson’s  paper  on  the  Harrogate  waters  for  R.S. 

Kezv:  B.C.  1.  203 

1785  Sept.  13  *  He  has  arrived  at  Overton  much  fatigued;  he  hopes  that 
Au  [Hove]  may  be  engaged  as  he  is  a  good  draughtsman  and  is  reputed  to 
be  industrious.  R.S.:  B.  37 

1785  Sept.  15  B’s  remarks  in  favour  of  Hove  will  be  laid  before  Nepean; 
Hove  has  excellent  qualifications ;  an  anonymous  book  on  the  Properties  of 
Air,  full  of  blunders,  is  attributed  to  Higgins.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  204 

1785  Sept.  15  *  Sends  various  papers  including  an  account  by  Hutchins 
of  a  Meteor  and  a  paper  on  the  state  of  the  Irish  Academy  with  a  copy  of 
its  charter.  R.S.:  B.  38 

1785  Sept.  19  Au  [Hove]  will  be  at  Portsmouth  to-morrow;  he  has 
assumed  the  name  of  Howe;  mentions  Hutchins’s  Meteor;  has  contempt 


66 


Blagden,  Sir  Charles,  continued 


1 41.  Gower 
Street 

for  Pissot’s  letter;  quotes  the  opinions  of  Abbe  Mann;  Magellan  is  leaving 
this  country;  the  Seceders  [from  R.S.]  are  publishing  a  volume  of  Mathe¬ 
matical  Transactions;  hostilities  are  expected  from  the  Dutch. 

D.T.C.  4.  172-173 

1785  Sept.  30  Pitcairn  is  disgusted  that  a  candidate  recommended  by 

him  to  the  College  [of  Physicians]  has  not  been  chosen ;  he  is  expected  to 
resign  his  presidency  and  Sir  George  Baker  to  be  chosen  in  his  place; 
Rainsforth’s  “flaming  sword”  and  the  Aurora  Borealis;  Argand  and 
Lange’s  dispute  over  patents ;  Maskelyne  has  tested  a  timepiece  made  by 
Arnold  for  the  Empress  of  Russia,  and  had  to  return  it  to  the  maker; 
comments  on  the  “seceding”  volume  of  mathematical  papers;  Ergot  is  not 
a  fungus  but  “merely  a  grain  of  the  eye  disease”.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  207 

D.T.C.  4.  175-177 

142.  Gower 
Street 

1785  Oct.  9  He  has  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  Pearson’s  book;  a 

deluge  of  rain  occurred  a  fortnight  ago,  but  there  was  no  rain-gauge 
with  which  to  measure  it ;  Herschel  is  preparing  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  telescope;  long  comments  on  the  contents  of  new  journals;  Boswell’s 
account  of  his  Hebridean  tour  makes  a  fulsome  reference  to  B. ;  asks  if  it 
is  true.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  210 

D.T.C.  4.  178-181 

143.  Gower 
Street 

1785  Oct.  16  Expresses  his  high  opinion  of  Pieter  Camper  who  is  now 

in  London;  the  gigantic  fossil  bird  bones  which  John  Hunter  inferred  must 
have  come  from  a  bird  as  big  as  the  fabulous  Roc  have  been  recognized  by 
Camper,  who  has  other  specimens  from  Maestricht,  as  the  bones  of  a 
tortoise,  on  which  he  has  convinced  Hunter;  Kirwan  has  received  two 
more  numbers  of  Crell’s  Annals  in  which  Crell  says  he  is  enclosing  letters 
for  B.  and  Bl. ;  they  have  not  arrived  and  Crell  must  be  stopped  from 
sending  letters  in  this  way ;  Pelletier  has  read  a  paper  at  Paris  on  the  use 
of  electricity  in  distinguishing  volcanic  from  other  minerals;  Higgins 
declares  the  book  on  Airs  is  a  very  bad  one:  “to  see  such  a  presumptious 
fellow  as  Higgins  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  disowning  his  offspring,  for 
such  I  still  take  it  to  be,  you  must  allow  is  not  bad  sport”. 

D.T.C.  4.  182-184 

144.  London 

1785  Oct.  23  Dr.  Watson  describes  a  transplanted  tooth  at  R.  Coll. 

Physicians;  Hutton’s  publication  will  appear  twice  a  year  and  will  consist 
of  materials  and  extracts  from  “almost  forgotten  or  little  known  books”; 
Higgins  denies  authorship  of  the  book  on  Airs  \see  Nos.  138,  143];  Watt 
was  in  town  last  week  about  the  Albion  Mills,  near  Blackfriars  Bridge ; 
a  known  spy  has  full  access  to  the  works;  Greville’s  discovery  of  tin  ore; 
the  fossil  elastic  gum  is  probably  bitumen;  the  French  “have  attempted  to 
play  me  a  fine  trick,  but  I  shall  be  even  with  them”.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  212 

D.T.C.  4.  185-187 

145.  Gower 
Street 

1785  Oct.  30  The  book  on  Airs  after  all  does  not  seem  to  have  been 

written  by  Higgins  or  Hopson;  Dr.  Buswick  Harwood  alleges  that  B. 
attempted  to  exclude  him  from  R.S.;  he  has  been  elected  Professor  of 
Anatomy  at  Cambridge ;  Lysons  mentions  a  diary  by  Stukeley  in  possession 
of  Fleming,  containing  anecdotes  of  Newton;  Hutton’s  method  of  col¬ 
lecting  material  for  his  “seceding  transactions”;  yesterday  Herschel  was 
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to  cast  the  metal  for  his  great  telescope  at  Larki’s  foundry  over  Blackfriars 


146.  Biggleswade 

Bridge.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  213 

D.T.C.  4.  188-189 

1786  Aug.  13  Has  had  an  accident  to  his  barometer;  another  is  wanted; 

damage  by  storm.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  1-2 

147.  Thornhill 

1786  Aug.  19  The  barometer  has  been  repaired ;  Michell’s  telescope  is  in 

bad  repair;  a  process  for  separation  of  copper  from  silver  filings. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  3-4 

148.  Thornhill 

1786  Sept.  1  Returns  thanks  for  barometer  received;  bad  weather  for 

observations.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  5-6 

149.  Thornhill 

1786  Sept.  4  The  barometer  did  not  arrive  at  Wakefield  until  a  week  later 

than  Ramsden  should  have  sent  it;  visited  Lord  Mulgrave  and  saw  the 
alum  works,  shale  quarries,  etc. ;  measured  the  moors  between  Pickering 
and  Whitby,  the  road  over  the  highest  part  of  which  rises  to  930  ft. ;  the 
highest  (South)  cheek  of  Robin  Hood’s  Bay  is  844  ft. ;  went  by  boat  from 
Scarborough  to  Bridlington,  then  across  the  chalk  wolds  to  York,  thence 
to  Richmond,  over  Stain  Moor  heights  to  Keswick;  bad  weather  compelled 
leaving  the  Lake  District,  so  returned  to  Yorkshire  by  Winander  Meer  and 
Kirby  Lonsdale;  went  through  Settle,  Skipton  and  Halifax  to  Thornhill; 
Smeaton’s  five-sail  windmill  near  Leeds  was  damaged  by  high  winds;  a 
remarkable  broad-leaved  ash  in  the  churchyard  at  Thornhill. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  7-8 
D.T.C.  5.  47-49 

150.  Gower 

Street 

1786  Sept.  17  Visited  Rotherham  to  enquire  about  the  formation  of 

plumbago  during  iron  smelting,  known  to  the  workmen  as  “kish”; 
visited  Gryffin  furnace  near  Chesterfield  and  metal  works  at  Sheffield, 
Chesterfield  and  Ashover;  saw  a  “fine  fat  nest  of  ore  which,  it  seems,  is 
kept  in  reserve  to  put  the  proprietors  in  good  humour,  if  some  of  the  more 
doubtful  experiments  should  fail”;  Caukwell  mine  has  a  curious  black 
stone;  returned  by  Matlock,  Derby  and  Northampton;  the  New  Holland 
convict  scheme  is  generally  disapproved  of;  Melvill  is  going  with  the 
expedition  to  the  N.W.  coast;  Aubert  has  observed  a  comet;  Peyrousse’s 
ships  have  arrived  at  Chili.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  9-10 

D.T.C.  5.  55-58 

15 1.  Gower 

Street 

1786  Sept.  24  Experiment  with  white  light  signals  were  made  last  night 

for  the  King’s  satisfaction  on  Shooter’s  Hill  and  Nettlebed  Windmill; 
the  French  Court  and  L’Heritier’s  visit;  Nepean  broke  his  collar-bone  by 
a  fall  from  his  horse;  in  the  journal  of  the  voyage  to  W.  coast  of  America 
from  Macao,  the  natives  in  their  canoes  are  said  to  have  cried  out  “Maa 
kook”,  which  according  to  the  log-book  means  “asking  to  trade”,  could 
it  not  be  a  reference  to  Capt.  Cook?  B.M.  Add.  MS.  22272.  11-12 

D.T.C.  5.  60-62 

152.  Gower 

Street 

1786  Sept.  26  The  lights  at  Nettlebed  Windmill  could  not  be  seen  from 

the  tower  of  St.  James,  Piccadilly,  but  were  seen  from  Windsor,  18  miles 
distant;  Lunardi’s  balloon  caused  a  man’s  death  at  Newcastle;  Swediaur’s 
bankruptcy;  migration  of  herrings  in  N.  America;  a  comet  was  seen  on 
Friday  [24th] ;  L’Heritier’s  Herbarium  has  been  sent  to  the  Customs  House. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  13-14 

D.T.C.  5.  71-74 
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153.  Gower 
Street 

1786  Sept.  31  (sic)  Regrets  that  his  tour  could  not  include  Revesby;  the 

R.S.  copy  of  2nd  vol.  of  Pennsylvania  Transactions  has  arrived  with  a 
letter  from  Franklin;  Magellan  subscribed  200  gs.  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Society  for  premiums  for  discoveries  or  useful  improvements,  natural 
history  excepted;  migration  of  herrings;  L’Heritier  has  recovered  his 
Herbarium ;  Herschel  has  not  yet  begun  to  polish  his  speculum ;  Cavendish 
is  examining  the  minerals  collected  on  their  tour;  Wild’s  paper  on  Cretin¬ 
ism  has  been  read  before  R.S.  but  not  printed;  Darwin’s  paper  on  ocular 
spectra;  Penet  has  a  method  of  walking  on  water  with  “sabots  elastiques”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  15-16 

154.  Gower 
Street 

D.T.C.  5.  83-86 

1786  Oct.  5  Dryander  has  received  B.’s  letter  from  L’Heritier  and  has 

shown  it  to  him ;  thinks  it  would  cause  too  violent  a  rupture  to  take  away 
the  plants  from  L’H.  and  he  desired  D.  to  withold  it  until  B.’s  further 
instructions  are  given ;  has  had  a  conversation  with  L’H.  in  a  guarded 
manner,  but  his  having  passed  the  plants  through  the  Customs  in  B.’s 
name,  and  B’s  disavowing  him  to  the  Spaniards  requires  more  deliberation ; 
though  pushing  enough,  he  has  “nothing  of  Faujas’s  audacious  impu¬ 
dence”;  thinks  B.’s  withheld  letter  should  be  rewritten  and  modified, 

133.  Gower 
Street 

confining  it  to  forbidding  the  publication  of  the  Geranea ;  and  only  hinting 
at  the  other  matters;  suggests  that  B.’s  intentions  as  to  the  Spaniards 
could  be  expressed  in  a  letter  to  Virio  [Sec.  Spanish  Embassy] ;  he  met 
Virio  by  chance  and  informed  him  that  the  Frenchman  who  had  taken 
possession  of  Dombey’s  Herbarium  was  now  in  England,  but  he  seemed 
to  know  nothing  of  the  matter;  discussion  of  Cumberland’s  letter  about 
Paccard’s  barometer  readings  [on  Mont  Blanc] ;  there  is  a  dearth  of  papers 
for  R.S.;  Cassini  has  admitted  that  his  alleged  discovery  as  to  satellites 
was  an  error;  Camper  has  written  a  long  dissertation  on  “cetaceous  fishes” 
for  BufFon’s  publication.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  17-18 

D.T.C.  5.  89-92 

1786  Oct.  12  Has  handed  B.’s  second  letter  to  L’Heritier;  assures  B.  that 

he  is  being  carefully  watched  to  prevent  him  taking  any  liberties  with  B.’s 
Herbarium  in  his  absence;  a  poor  French  surgeon  named  Marre,  has  come 
to  England  hoping  to  make  a  fortune  by  a  supposed  project  for  directing 
balloons;  Cavallo’s  Bakerian  lecture  (on  Magnetism)  has  been  promised 
in  time  for  the  first  meeting  of  R.S. ;  Planta  has  returned,  bringing  a 
paper  from  the  Abbe  Mann  on  moisture  in  the  air;  has  enquired  for 
Cumberland  without  success;  Cavendish  has  calculated  the  height  of 
Mont  Blanc  by  Shuckburgh’s  rule  as  1 1,847  English  feet  above  Chamonix, 
nearly  700  less  than  S.’s  own  computation;  Adam’s  new  barometer  seems 
impracticable;  does  not  think  that  Matra  would  be  exact  enough  in  using 
instruments  to  justify  B.’s  expense  in  providing  them;  shall  advise  him  to  get 
a  rain-gauge  himself  and  some  thermometers,  for  a  sextant,  chronometer,  etc. 
are  beyond  his  powers;  Basire’s  engraving  of  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton’s  plates 
is  unsatisfactory;  Herschel  says  that  coal-tar  is  useless  for  preserving  iron 
and  is  inferior  to  common  paint ;  his  great  telescope  has  been  polished  once, 
and  will  be  again;  he  proposes  to  use  it  without  a  second  speculum. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  19-20  D.T.C.  5.  98-101 

156.  Gower 
Street 

1786  Oct.  19  His  impression  of  L’Heritier’s  action  regarding  the 

Custom  House;  thinks  that  B.  would  be  justified  in  forbidding  him  the  use 
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of  his  library  altogether,  as  an  illiberal  act  demands  a  corresponding 


137.  Gower 
Street 

return;  Lapeterier  has  sent  in  a  long  paper  and  desires  R.S.  to  have  a 
model  made  to  illustrate  his  hypothesis  which  is  difficult  to  understand 
but  not  without  merit ;  a  paper  has  also  been  received  from  Thomas  Lee, 
Paris,  on  the  phenomena  of  soap-bubbles  which  he  sends  to  R.S.  “for 
their  opinion”  ;  is  unable  to  supply  Camper  with  extra  copies  of  his  paper 
as  the  type  has  been  broken  up ;  Wedgwood  and  others  have  come  to 
London  to  give  an  account  of  their  products  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
connection  with  the  new  duties ;  other  scientific  news — Adam’s  barometer, 
Cavallo’s  researches,  the  Croonian  Lecture ;  further  remarks  on  the  Span¬ 
iards  and  Dombey’s  Herbarium.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  21-22 

D.T.C.  5.  102-X05 

1786  Oct.  22  Specimens  of  Beaver  and  Bear  have  been  offered  for  B.’s 

Collection;  particulars  of  papers  received  for  R.S.;  further  comments  on 
the  bad  conduct  of  L’Heritier.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  23-24 

158.  Gower 
Street 

1786  Oct.  29  Has  visited  Herschel  to  ascertain  the  progress  of  his  great 

telescope  and  to  try  the  effect  of  observation  without  a  second  speculum; 
description  of  the  effects;  Sir  B.  Thompson  has  sent  two  papers,  one  on 
the  strength  of  raw  silk,  the  other  on  dephlogisticated  air  yielded  by  silk, 
cotton,  etc. ;  the  mineral  sent  by  Wegg  from  Hudson’s  Bay  is  marcasite  or 
pyrites ;  Wedgwood  has  left  London,  having  finished  his  business  with  the 
Board  of  Trade.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  25-26 

D.T.C.  5.  106-109 

159.  Gower 
Street 

1787  June  1  Dined  on  board  Phoenix,  East  Indiaman,  yesterday;  a  live 

plant  has  been  delivered  which  was  brought  by  the  ship  from  St.  Helena; 
Sir  James  Harris  [afterwards  Lord  Malmesbury]  has  returned  to  Holland; 
Ramsden  is  at  work  on  the  instrument  for  Roy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  27 

160.  Soho  Square  [1787]  June  2  The  two  gentlemen  who  called,  recommended  by  the 


161.  [London 

French  Academy,  ought  to  be  assisted  but  they  left  no  address;  is  unable 
to  visit  B.  [at  Spring  Grove]  to-day  as  he  is  dining  with  [George]  Rose; 
will  endeavour  to  trace  the  Frenchmen  and  explain  B.’s  absence  from 
town.  D.T.C.  5.  171-172 

1787]  June  4  Has  ascertained  that  the  two  Frenchmen  recommended  by 

the  Academie  are  lodging  in  Bury  St.,  'St.  James’s;  Gadolin  is  accompany¬ 
ing  Kirwan  to  Ireland.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  30 

162.  [London] 

1787  June  5  A  letter  has  been  received  from  Cassini  regarding  the  loca¬ 

tion  of  the  stations  for  triangulation  [cf.  Lyons,  215] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  31 

163.  [London 

1787]  July  20  Gives  news  of  Smeaton;  enumerates  the  papers  received 

for  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  32 

164.  Plymouth 
Dock 

1787  July  28  Bad  weather  has  hindered  observations ;  illness  of  Ramsden; 

he  thinks  the  French  co-operation  in  the  triangulation  operations  of 
doubtful  value.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  33-34 

165.  Gower 
Street 

1787  Aug.  14  He  returned  to  London  yesterday;  the  weather  at  Ply¬ 

mouth  was  very  bad,  but  it  did  not  wholly  prevent  taking  observations. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  35 
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166.  Gower  1787  Aug.  20  Congratulates  B.  on  his  election  as  an  Associate  Member 


Street 

of  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences;  Roy  is  now  in  London;  Ramsden  is 
reported  to  be  very  ill.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  36 

D.T.C.  5.  231 

167.  Gower 
Street 

1787  Aug.  30  Neither  he  nor  Dryander  has  seen  the  Danish  instrument- 

maker  [Bidstrup]  but  he  has  spoken  to  Blunt  about  him  who  will  engage 
him  if  satisfactory;  Aubert  will  enquire  for  B.  of  Arnold  about  the  two 
watches  he  has  on  order;  Aubert  told  him  that  the  sextant  for  Hey  wood 
had  been  ordered,  and  Ramsden  states  that  the  sextant  for  Blythe  is 
almost  finished ;  Roy  is  now  at  Greenwich ;  has  had  an  invitation  from  the 
Astronomer  Royal  to  dine  and  see  the  instruments;  is  informed  by  Dr. 
Young,  who  has  been  abroad,  that  Fontana  is  wholly  occupied  in  making 
models  for  the  Cabinet  of  Florence,  and  that  Spallanzani  has  justified 
himself  as  to  the  alleged  theft  of  specimens,  but  there  seems  to  have  been 
negligence  on  Volta’s  part;  there  is  no  news  of  Cassini’s  visit  to  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  37-38 
D.T.C.  5.  240-241 

168.  [Gower 
Street] 

169.  [Gower 
Street] 

170.  Gower 
Street 

1787  Sept.  2  Has  seen  Arnold  about  the  watches;  a  report  has  been  sent 

on  the  treatment  of  cloth  in  France.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  39 

1787  Sept.  6  Note  on  the  co-operation  of  Cassini  and  his  colleagues  in 

the  triangulation  observations.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  41 

1787  Sept.  12  Roy  has  deferred  his  departure  till  to-morrow  in  order  to 

attend  the  levee  and  give  H.M.  information  about  Cassini’s  expected 
arrival ;  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  co-operation  on  the  triangula¬ 
tion  will  be  finished  this  autumn,  and  Roy  hopes  to  go  through  all  the 
stations  of  his  triangles  before  the  winter;  Berthollet  is  undoubtedly  the 
inventor  of  the  new  method  of  bleaching  which  is  more  advantageous  to 
hemp  products;  is  anxious  to  see  de  Saussure’s  account  of  his  experiments 
on  Mont  Blanc;  Turkey  has  declared  war  on  Russia. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  42-43 
D.T.C.  5.  250-251 

1 71.  Dover 

1787  Sept.  23  Reports  the  arrival  of  the  French  Commissioners; 

rumours  of  war.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  44 

172.  Dover 

1787  Sept.  24  The  conference  with  the  French  Commissioners  suc¬ 

ceeded  very  well  and  all  arrangements  are  made ;  about  the  end  of  the  week 
the  firing  of  the  lights  for  observations  at  and  near  Dover  will  begin  and 
in  9  or  10  days  afterwards  near  Fairlight  and  in  Romney  Marsh,  expecting 
to  be  finished  about  20th  Oct.;  French  news  of  improvement  of  achro¬ 
matic  telescopes  and  accurate  measurement  of  angles;  most  of  the  French 
Commissioners  intend  to  remain  with  Roy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  45-46 
D.T.C.  5.  261-262 

173.  Calais 

1787  Sept.  30  Came  to  France  on  25th  with  the  French  Commissioners; 

yesterday  lights  were  fired  at  Dunkirk,  Calais,  Blancnez  and  Boulemberg; 
the  last  lights  will  be  shown  on  17th  Oct. ;  in  the  interval  intends  to  make 
a  tour  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  after  17th,  as  war  appears  to  be  imminent, 
will  return  to  England;  has  seen  a  recipe  for  increasing  the  strength  of 
gunpowder  and  has  shown  it  to  Roy ;  an  instrument  for  measuring  angles ; 
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the  French  people  are  astonished  at  our  preparations  for  war  and  deny 


174.  Hythe 

that  any  measures  for  hostilities  have  been  taken  by  France  either  in 
E.  or  W.  Indies.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33274.  47-48 

D.T.C.  5.  264-265 

1787  Oct.  21  Arrived  yesterday  at  Dover  from  Calais;  came  to  Hythe 

to  meet  Roy,  who  is  satisfied  with  our  lights  on  the  coast  of  France,  in 
spite  of  bad  weather;  French  Academicians  have  taken  several  triangles 
on  their  own  coast ;  they  will  go  to  Dunkirk,  Calais  and  Boulogne,  thence 
to  England  about  5th  Nov.  spending  3  or  4  days  at  Dover,  and  then  to 
London;  Roy  is  anxious  to  finish  the  work;  to-day  he  goes  to  Allington 
Knoll  where  almost  all  the  trees  have  been  cut  down;  five  more  stations 
will  remain;  French  are  preparing  for  war  but  affect  to  be  astonished  at 
our  conduct;  changes  in  French  public  affairs.  D.T.C.  5.  272-274 

175.  Gower 
Street 

1788  Feb.  2  Has  determined  to  resign  his  secretaryship  of  R.S.;  after 

resignation,  will  continue  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  Society  in  every 
way ;  requests  the  Society  to  accept  from  him  such  sums  as  have  been  paid 
to  him  as  salary  to  commence  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books;  has 
examined  the  paper  on  artillery  and  thinks  it  not  suitable  for  reading  in 
full;  Dr.  Ash’s  paper  is  promised  for  Wednesday  but  there  is  no  chance  of 
its  being  made  ready  for  the  Society  on  the  following  day.  Gilbert  Coll. 

176.  Gower 
Street 

1788  Feb.  2  [Written  as  a  P.S.  on  Blagden’s  copy  of  the  above  letter, 

now  at  R.S.  To  Henry  Cavendish.]  “This  day  I  felt  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  sending  the  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  to  Sir  Jos. 
Banks.  With  such  a  detail  of  minute  circumstces  as  it  wd.  be  almost 
impossible  to  give  I  earnestly  hope  that  you  will  approve  my  resolution”, 
etc. 

177.  Gower 
Street 

1788]  Feb.  4  Thinks  that  Lord  Mulgrave  as  a  common  friend,  should  be 

told  the  approaching  issue  of  an  affair  that  was  determined  upon  in  1784. 

Gilbert  Coll. 

178.  Caen 

1788  July  5  After  a  pleasant  journey  through  Normandy  arrived  at 

Cherbourg  on  28th  ult. ;  the  Due  de  Beuvron,  C-in-C.,  has  shown  all 
parts  of  the  works  except  the  special  Fort  Royal  on  Isle  Pelee;  detailed 
description  of  harbour  works.  [Copy  of  last  page,  Kezv:  B.C.  3.  31.] 

D.T.C.  6.  41-44 

179.  Paris 

1788  July  13  Has  been  suffering  from  rheumatism;  Osborn  joined  him 

at  Brighton  and  travelled  together  to  Cherbourg;  further  description  of  the 
harbour  defences ;  left  Osborn  at  Caen  and  proceeded  to  Paris ;  Berthollet’s 
fulminating  silver  makes  a  striking  experiment;  Pain’s  [Payne]  iron  bridge 
has  been  rejected  but  there  is  a  project  of  Personet  to  build  one  on  piers; 
Lalande,  who  brings  this  letter,  states  that  the  Abbe  Lambe  is  a  candidate 
for  R.S.  [he  was  not  elected];  the  platina  telescope  is  more  effective  than 
Dollond’s;  Zimmermann  has  sent  a  paper  to  the  Acad,  on  nitre  from  a 
cave  in  Apulia;  the  satellites  of  the  Georgian  Planet  have  been  seen  with 
Abbe  Noel’s  telescope ;  intends  to  leave  Paris  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  48-49 
D.T.C.  6.  47-49 

180.  Geneva 

1788  Aug.  9  Left  Paris  21st  July,  and  arrived  at  Dijon  24th;  de  Morveau 

is  the  most  active  man  in  the  Academy  there;  he  is  conducting  experiments 
on  artificial  rock-crystal;  still  receives  frequent  enquiries  about  the 
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dissensions  in  R.S.  [in  1783-4];  called  on  de  Bressey  and  tasted  his  much- 
vaunted  wine,  although  good,  it  is  not  better  than  B.’s  Burgundy;  nature 
of  the  soil  and  its  effect  on  wine-production ;  has  visited  the  iron  works  at 
Mont  Cenis;  de  Saussure  has  just  returned  from  the  Alps  and  described 
his  observations.  [N.R.R.S.  8.  254.]  D.T.C.  6.  58-60 

181.  Bern  1788  Sept.  14  B.’s  letter  of  1st  Aug.  did  not  reach  Geneva  till  19th; 

intended  to  leave  Geneva  on  20th,  but  Prince  Edward  requested  his 
company  on  a  tour  through  the  mountains  of  Neufchatel  to  view  the 
natural  curiosities  and  industries  of  Lode  and  Chaux  de  Fonds;  on 
returning,  left  Geneva  8th  Sept. ;  repeated  white  light  experiments  for 
some  friends;  Woodley,  son  of  Governor  Woodley,  is  the  only  one  to 
reach  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc  this  year,  a  terrific  gale  was  raging  at  the  time ; 
Saussure  has  published  the  first  part  of  his  journey  to  Col  du  Geant; 
remaining  part  will  appear,  as  the  first  did,  in  the  Journ.  de  Geneve ;  has 
visited  salt  works  and  excavations  at  Bex;  Charles  Fox  and  Mrs.  Armistead 
have  left  Bern  to  visit  Grindelwald;  he  (Bl.)  is  to  visit  Lucerne,  Zurich, 
Schaff  hausen,  Basle,  Strasbourg,  Nancy  and  Brussels  and  expects  to  be 
in  London  by  the  end  of  October.  [ N.R.R.S .  8.  254-257.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  52-53 
D.T.C.  6.  75-77 


182.  [Gower 
Street 


183.  Gower 
Street 


184.  [Soho 
Square] 


1 789]  Jan.  30  [ Third  person.]  “Dr.  Blagden  presents  his  compliments  to 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  has  pleasure  in  sending  the  two  last  continuations 
of  M.  de  Saussure’s  observations  on  the  Col  du  Geant  for  the  use  of 
Sir  Joseph  and  his  friends  till  next  Monday.”  [At  the  foot,  note  by  B., 
“This  is  the  first  time  the  Dr  ever  addressed  me  thus  and  after  an  un¬ 
broken  friendship  of  many  years  I  think  it  extraordinary  I  can  trace  it  to 
no  other  origin  than  the  disappointment  he  felt  at  not  going  with  me  to  the 
P.  of  Wales  as  I  hear  he  complained  loudly  of  the  usual  ceremonies  being 
omitted  at  Mr ....  where  L*?  .  .  .  was  present  on  Monday  night  last.” 
[Names  illegible.  See  Cameron,  146.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  54 

D.T.C.  6.  128-129 

1789  Mar.  27  Had  intended  not  to  undertake  any  more  business  for  B. 
or  R.S.,  except  as  required  by  his  office,  but  will  draw  up  the  address  to 
the  King  and  Queen  as  requested  by  B.,  and  to  finish  “in  the  handsomest 
manner  a  pursuit  which  has  been  the  great  misfortune  of  my  life.  My 
reflections  on  the  different  circumstances  which  have  passed  between  us, 
during  a  connexion  of  so  many  years,  in  the  course  of  which  your  ambition 
has  been  very  amply  justified,  will  probably  be  communicated  to  you 
hereafter  ...  it  is  not  my  intention  to  reside  another  winter  in  London  .  .  . 
in  the  meantime  I  shall  be  too  much  occupied  in  preparing  for  such  a 
change  ...  to  engage  in  any  further  extraordinary  business.” 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  56-57 
D.T.C.  6. 145-146 

1789  Mar.  28  *  Until  informed  whether  his  complaints  “are  leveld  at  the 
world  in  general  or  at  me  in  particular”  he  cannot  answer  them;  has 
considered  him  as  his  friend  for  many  years  and  has  treated  him  as  such ; 
if  a  friend  declares  himself  an  enemy  as  seems  to  be  the  case  from  his 
(Bl.’s)  letter  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  said.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  58 
[B.M.  MS.  date  incorrect.]  D.T.C.  6.  147 
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185.  Gower  1789  Mar.  28  “That  your  general  conduct  has  been  for  some  time  past 


Street 

that  of  a  Friend  I  cannot  think,  but  I  had  no  intention  of  declaring  myself 
an  enemy”  ;  will  on  a  future  occasion  explain  himself  on  what  has  occurred ; 
“as  long  as  I  am  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society,  I  shall  continue  the  same 
respect  &  attention  to  you  as  I  have  hitherto  paid.” 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  59 
D.T.C.  6.  148 

186.  Gower  1789  Mar.  30  [Third person.]  Owing  to  injury  to  his  heel,  he  could  not 


Street 

visit  B. ;  has  desired  Planta  to  perform  his  duty  at  R.S.  and  has  given  him 
Herschel’s  two  papers;  Planta  will  wait  upon  B.  for  other  matter  to  be 
read ;  would  be  obliged  for  a  copy  of  the  passages  in  Kirwan’s  letter  that 
relate  to  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  60 

D.T.C.  6.  149 

187.  Gower  [1 789]  May  10  [Third  person.]  Has  thought  of  deferring  the  printing  of 


Street 

the  meteorological  journal  until  the  second  part  of  Trans.,  but  has  sent 

for  Gilpin  and  will  inform  Sir  J.  to-morrow. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  61 
D.T.C.  6.  161 

188.  Gower  [1789]  May  18  [Third  person.]  Sends  note  left  with  him  in  consequence 

Street  of  a  conversation  he  had  with  Stephens  [Sec.]  of  the  Admiralty,  mentioning 


189.  Gower 

Street 

some  drawings  of  objects  in  N.S.W.  now  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Andrew 
Hammond  [Hamond] ;  if  Sir  J.  wishes  to  see  them,  he  will  accompany  him 
to  see  Hammond.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  62 

D.T.C.  6.  162 

1789  July  13  [Third  person.]  Returns  to  B.  the  tables  of  Dr.  Dolfuss’s 

experiments  on  ardent  spirits ;  will  draw  up  the  Report  next  winter  if  B. 
should  desire  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  63 

D.T.C.  6.  179;  R.S. :  B.  39 

190.  Soho  Square 

1789  July  15  *  [Third  person.]  Acknowledges  the  Dolfuss  tables;  does 

not  consider  himself  entitled  to  call  upon  Bl.  for  the  performance  of  any 
promise  which  he  does  not  choose  to  fulfil  voluntarily  until  he  has  com¬ 
municated  his  reflections  on  B.’s  conduct  which  was  conceived  “not  to 
have  been  that  of  a  friend”,  but  of  which  B.  has  denied  the  least  con¬ 

191.  Alderley 

sciousness.  [Draft  in  B.M.,  original  in  R.S.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  64 
D.T.C.  6.  180;  R.S.:  B.  39 
1789  July  25  Received  B.’s  note  when  at  Badgemore;  is  still  willing,  if 

desired,  to  complete  the  Dolfuss  business;  considers  B.’s  supposed 
friendship  to  him  was  only  a  system  of  policy,  at  least  since  his  return 
from  America;  is  still  uncertain  where  to  spend  the  winter  and  of  his 
exact  connection  with  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272,  66-68 

D.T.C.  6.  1 86-1 88 

192.  Soho  Square 

1789  July  31  *  Feeling  confident  that  he  has  always  acted  rightly  and 

justly,  and  hating  the  duplicity  by  which  Bl.  supposes  himself  to  have  been 
infused,  and  “firmly  believing  that,  yourself  excepted,  no  one  who  knows 
me  suspects  me  of  a  fault  I  am  so  thoroughly  unconscious  of  ever  having 
been  committed”,  he  is  satisfied  that  his  character  will  be  sufficient 
defence;  if  Bl.  chooses  to  state  particulars  which  he  has  hitherto  declined 
to  give,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  defend  his  conduct  or  plead  guilty, 
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as  the  case  may  be;  he  is  therefore  inclined  to  attribute  Bl.’s  charges  to 


193.  Gower 
Street 

ill-health  rather  than  to  any  misconduct  on  his  own  part;  he  has  always 
acted  with  the  most  correct  civility  to  the  person,  whoever  he  may  be, 
who  holds  the  office  of  Secretary  to  R.S.  [Draft  in  B.M. ;  original  in  R.S.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  67 
D.T.C.  6.  189;  R.S.:  B.  40 
1789  Aug.  7  Has  settled  with  Lord  Palmerston  to  accompany  him  on  a 

tour  in  Italy  next  winter;  proposes  to  leave  England  in  September  and 
return  next  summer;  wishing  to  discuss  the  affairs  of  R.S.,  he  called  to 
see  B.  but  he  was  not  in  town.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  69 

D.T.C.  6.  204 

194.  Spring 
Grove 

1789  Aug.  8  *  Invites  Bl.  to  breakfast  with  him  in  Soho  Square  on 

Tuesday  next  [Aug.  11]  to  discuss  matters  relating  to  R.S. 

D.T.C.  6.  205 

195.  Gower 
Street 

1789  Sept.  7  Has  just  heard  from  Herschel  of  his  discovery  of  a  sixth 

satellite  of  Saturn;  proposes,  with  B.’s  approval,  to  add  a  note  of  this 
discovery  to  H.’s  paper  on  nebulae;  Palmerston  is  not  ready  to  start  till 
next  week.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  70 

D.T.C.  6.  225 

196.  Cologne 

1789  Oct.  11  Lord  Palmerston  having  been  obliged  to  abandon  his  tour 

in  Italy,  they  have  returned  to  Cologne  from  Frankfort;  hopes  to  be  in 
London  in  time  to  officiate  as  Secretary  at  the  first  meeting  of  R.S. ;  the 
tour  has  been  very  interesting.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  71 

D.T.C.  6.  240-241 

197.  Bedford 
Square 

198.  [London] 

1789  Nov.  28  [ Third  person .]  Sends  three  Gloucestershire  toasting 

cheeses  for  B.’s  acceptance.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  72 

[1790]  Jan.  12  Remarks  on  Herschel’s  discoveries,  etc.  for  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  103 

199.  [London] 

1790  Mar.  27  [Third person.]  Sends  back  the  papers  for  R.S.  on  spiritous 

liquors;  “it  remains  to  be  shown  how  far  Sir  Joseph  was  actuated  by 
motives  of  friendship  to  Dr.  Blagden  in  desiring  him  to  undertake  a  work 
which  from  beginning  to  end  has  cost  him  no  little  time  and  trouble”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  73 
D.T.C.  7.  81 

200.  [Soho 
Square 

1790  Mar.  27]  *  [Third person.]  If  desired  will  try  to  obtain  recompense 

for  the  time  and  trouble  Bl.  has  expended;  asks  that  the  papers  of  Dolfuss 
and  Gilpin  be  returned  to  him.  [With  memo,  by  B.,  “As  the  Dr.  told  me 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  if  he  married  Miss  Bentinck,  Cavendish  would 
make  ample  settlement  on  him,  equal  to  the  wishes  of  her  family,  I  little 
suspected  that  his  time  and  trouble  were  to  be  valued  by  the  hour.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  74 
D.T.C.  7.  82-83 

201.  [London] 

1790  Mar.  28  [Third  person.]  Returns  the  papers  of  Dolfuss  and  Gilpin; 

“No  man  has  a  right  to  engage  the  time  and  attention  of  another,  unless 
he  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  other  will  find  in  his  employment  of 
them  an  adequate  advantage.  If  Sir  Joseph  has  acted  upon  this  principle, 
nothing  further  can  be  required  of  him.”  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  75 

D.T.C.  7.  84 
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202.  [Soho 

Square 

1790  Mar.  28]  *  Further  remarks  on  suggested  reward  for  Bl.’s  time; 

asks  what  value  he  sets  upon  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  75  vo. 

D.T.C.  7.  85 

203.  [London] 

1790  Mar.  28  Sends  papers  accidentally  omitted  from  those  returned 

to  B.  D.T.C.  7.86 

204.  [London] 

1790  Mar.  29  [ Third  person.]  “If  a  direct  application  is  made  to  Dr. 

Blagden  by  Government  to  know  what  kind  of  value  he  sets  upon  his  time 
and  attention,  he  will  endeavour  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer.  Till  this 
should  happen  it  would  not  only  be  superfluous  but  improper  to  enter  into 
an  explanation  of  that  sort”  ;  has  informed  Rose  that  the  papers  on  spiritous 
liquors  are  in  B.’s  hands.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  77 

D.T.C.  7.87 

205.  Alderley 

1 790  Apl.  3  Will  be  pleased  to  see  B.  and  Lady  B.  if  they  are  at  Alderley ; 

did  not  intend  to  give  offence  in  notes  sent  with  the  papers  on  spiritous 
liquors,  but  merely  to  represent  that  B.  had  neglected  his  interests;  is 
willing  to  undertake  any  services  if  they  are  of  advantage  to  himself ;  hopes 
to  return  in  time  for  next  R.S.  meeting;  if  not,  Planta  will  officiate  for  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  78-79 
D.T.C.  7.  88-89 

206.  Alderley 

1790  Apl.  8  Regarding  the  breach  of  friendship,  thinks  that  B.  neglected 

many  opportunities  of  advancing  his  interests,  e.g.  on  his  relinquishing 
the  medical  profession,  and  on  his  intended  marriage. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  81-84 
D.T.C.  7.  96-98 

207.  [Soho 

Square] 

1790  Apl.  15  *  Friendship  has  existed  between  them  for  twenty  years, 

but  B.  had  not  discovered  the  real  motives  of  Bl.’s  friendship.  [With  note 
by  B.,  “He  quitted  me  for  some  time  &  attached  himself  more  to  Ld.  M. 
whom  he  met  at  my  house,  than  to  me.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  80 

D.T.C.  7.  99-100 

208.  [Soho 

Square] 

1790  Apl.  27  *  Has  no  doubts  of  Bl.’s  complete  capacity  for  his  duties  at 

R.S.,  but  only  stated  arguments  that  might  be  used  by  his  opponents; 
advises  Bl.  to  propose  someone  to  assume  his  duties  during  his  absence, 
at  the  next  meeting  of  R.S.  D.T.C.  10.  (1).  49 

209.  Percy  Street 

1790  Aug.  31  Calls  attention  to  mistakes  in  Gen.  Roy’s  paper  for  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  85-86 
D.T.C.  7.  158-159 

210.  Percy  Street 

1790  Sept.  23  Difficulties  in  correcting  mistakes  in  Roy’s  paper,  pointed 

out  by  Wollaston;  Crawford  has  discovered  an  error  in  his  paper  on 
cancerous  matter,  but  this  has  been  rectified ;  Pictet’s  plan  for  measuring 
degree  of  meridian  and  other  scientific  news;  ruins  of  an  ancient  temple 
discovered  at  Bath.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  89-90 

D.T.C.  7.  162-164 

21 1.  [Percy 

Street] 

1790  Sept.  26  Sends  copy  of  a  letter  from  William  Thomson  ( q.v .)  dated 

Oxford,  22  Sept.  1790,  announcing  his  intention  of  resigning  from  R.S. 
[to  which  he  was  elected  in  1786] ;  an  anonymous  letter  has  been  received 
stating  that  Dr.  Thomson  had  left  Oxford  and  would  never  return,  in 
consequence  of  an  offence  “which  happily  public  opinion  in  this  country 
never  forgives”;  Dalby  reports  many  blunders  in  a  paper,  “some  ob- 
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stinately  retained  by  the  General”  ;  von  Ruprecht  of  Chemnitz  has  reduced 
the  ponderous  earth  to  a  metallic  regulus  somewhat  like  iron.  [Note  by  B. 
that  the  Thomson  affair  is  well  known  to  Dryander,  as  suspected.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272  87-88 

212.  Broadlands  1790  Oct.  17  Has  only  just  arrived,  having  been  detained  in  town  by 

experiments  [by  Cavendish]  at  Clapham,  and  by  waiting  for  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  with  whom  he  made  the  journey;  regrets  to  hear  that  B.  is 
suffering  from  gout,  and  is  joined  in  his  wishes  for  his  quick  recovery  by 
Lord  and  Lady  Palmerston;  sends  extract  from  a  letter  he  has  received 
describing  the  Roman  antiquities  at  Bath.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  91-92 

D.T.C.  7.  165-167 

213.  [London]  1791  Feb.  23  Comments  on  the  style  of  the  translation  of  Schroter’s 

paper  which  he  has  had  to  edit  in  places ;  calculates  the  time  that  will  be 
required  for  the  reading  of  the  papers  by  Schmeisser,  Schroter,  the  ab¬ 
stract  of  Topping’s  paper  by  Planta,  and  part  of  Hunter’s;  is  better,  but 
will  not  venture  out  and  will  ask  Planta  to  officiate  for  him  at  the  meeting. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  93-94 


214.  Percy  Street  1791  Aug.  24  The  diploma  of  L’Heritier  must  be  kept  until  definite 

news  is  heard  of  him;  Ramsden  has  been  with  the  party  on  Hounslow 
Heath,  where  they  have  measured  about  one-seventh  of  the  way; 
Schmeisser  has  not  sent  the  alcohol  for  his  experiments  but  has  been 
working  on  Kilburn  water;  describes  improved  methods  of  making  iron  in 
Glamorganshire;  Seguin  in  a  letter  informs  him  that  he  and  Lavoisier 
are  constructing  a  furnace  to  melt  Platina;  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  is 
said  to  have  suffered  insult  and  indignity  in  a  French  town ;  asks  what  is 
the  Petuntse  of  Jamaica  mentioned  in  the  newspapers. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  95-96 
D.T.C.  7.  246-247 

215.  Percy  Street  1791  Sept.  8  Comments  on  the  accumulation  of  capital  and  its  effects  on 

industry;  the  news  of  the  war  in  India  shows  that  Tippoo  Sahib  has  been 
over-rated;  a  paper  on  experiments  with  gunpowder  and  gunnery  is 
offered  to  R.S.,  but  doubts  its  suitability;  Schmeisser  has  sent  the  alcohol 
for  the  experiments  but  from  the  way  he  has  distilled  it,  it  is  not  as  it 
should  be,  but  he  has  desired  Gilpin  to  proceed  with  it  as  it  is;  the  Trial , 
a  sloop  with  three  keels  lost  her  mast  in  a  gale  and  it  is  worth  enquiry 
whether  this  was  due  to  her  construction ;  has  seen  an  abstract  of  the  report 
of  the  [French]  Academicians  on  Weights  and  Measures,  many  parts  of 
which  he  thinks  frivolous;  extract  of  a  letter  from  Pictet  on  Count 
Andreani’s  voyage  of  discovery  to  South  America. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  97-98 
D.T.C.  7.  250-252 

216.  Percy  Street  1791  Oct.  8  Account  of  the  chemical  experiments  of  Gilpin;  is  not 

satisfied  with  the  hydrometers  in  which  Gilpin  has  discovered  a  source  of 
error;  on  Tuesday  last  the  new  measurement  of  the  base  was  finished  at 
Blampton  Poorhouse  in  the  presence  of  Maskelyne,  Norton,  Hutton  and 
Gen.  Komarzewski;  sends  extract  (in  French)  from  a  letter  of  Pictet  about 
his  (Bl.’s)  journey  to  Switzerland;  [illegible]  has  brought  over  three 
natives  from  the  Pelew  Islands;  M.  Canales  is  now  in  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  99-100 
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217.  Broadlands  1791  Oct.  25  Gilpin’s  later  experiments  confirm  the  results  of  the 

earlier ;  the  making  of  the  hydrometer  has  been  stopped ;  has  seen  Cavallo 
several  times  at  B.’s  house,  but  as  he  persists  in  sulkiness,  it  is  not  possible 
to  negotiate  with  him;  has  seen  in  [Dudley]  Adam’s  shop  one  of  Blair’s 
new  achromatic  telescopes  corrected  by  means  of  fluids ;  Adams  (q.v.)  was 
very  jealous  of  his  examining  it  and  would  not  permit  him  to  take  the 
object-glass  out  of  the  tube;  Dollond  has  lately  made  some  very  large 
double  achromatic  object-glasses  of  5-in.  aperture  and  10-ft.  focal  length; 
as  B.  is  interested  in  the  Lotus,  translates  a  passage  from  Thunberg’s 
Travels  in  Japan ,  where  it  is  stated  that  Nymphaea  nelumbo  is  regarded  as  a 
sacred  plant.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  101-102 

D.T.C.  7.  281-282 

218.  [Percy  Street  1792]  Jan.  12  It  appears  to  him  that  both  the  observations  B.  has  of 

Miss  Herschel’s  Comet  must  have  been  made  on  the  same  night,  i.e.  last 
Saturday  [Jan.  9];  he  wrote  this  with  the  intention  of  sending  it  by 
B.'s  servant  who  brought  Mills’s  paper  but  was  told  he  would  not  stay; 
as  a  check  upon  his  own  servant,  asks  B.  to  enquire  if  this  is  true.  [On 
verso,  note  by  B.  stating  that  his  servant  was  very  wrong  if  he  refused  to 
stay.  He  has  been  reprimanded  and  told  to  await  the  commands  of  his 
friends  when  he  delivers  notes].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  103 

1792  July  24  Is  leaving  England  in  a  few  days  for  Italy  and  will  be  absent 
at  least  a  year;  Planta  has  agreed  to  undertake  the  duties  of  Secretary  until 
the  next  Anniversary;  has  partly  finished  the  preparation  of  Phil.  Trans. 
and  requests  that  a  person  be  employed  to  complete  the  work  and  that  his 
salary  be  paid  to  such  person  for  his  trouble ;  if  at  the  next  Anniversary, 
the  Society  elects  him  again  as  Secretary,  notwithstanding  his  absence,  he 
will  be  happy  to  continue  in  that  office  and  leaves  it  to  B.  and  the  Council 
to  appoint  a  deputy  and  pay  his  (Bl.’s)  salary  to  the  deputy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  104-105 
D.T.C.  8.  39-40 

1792  Aug.  7  Celtz  [Jacques  Martin  Cels]  did  not  visit  him  in  spite  of  a 
pressing  request;  has  written  to  him  again  asking  for  the  “Abricot  noir” 
for  B.;  has  seen  few  Academicians;  they  talk  much  of  the  Italian  experi¬ 
ments  on  the  frog’s  nerves;  had  no  obstructions  in  his  journey;  is  leaving 
for  Lyons  and  Geneva.  ,  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  106 

D.T.C.  8.  52 

1792  Sept.  5  Proposes  to  cross  Mt.  Cenis  and  to  be  in  Florence  by  end  of 
Oct. ;  was  attacked  by  the  mob  on  leaving  Paris ;  proceeded  with  a  guard 
of  troops;  massacre  of  Swiss  guard;  Vail i  is  repeating  the  experiments  on 
nerves;  has  had  a  conversation  with  Berthollet;  experiments  by  Schmuck 
and  by  Volta;  the  blind  author  Francois  Huber’s  book  on  bees;  Bonnet  is 
too  ill  to  be  seen,  for  he  is  deaf,  blind  and  dropsical;  Saussure  has  returned 
having  ascended  several  mountains  on  the  Piedmontese  side;  attempted 
Mont  Blanc  ascent  by  Bick  Whaley;  Lady  Spencer  and  other  visitors  of 
fashion  are  attending  Struve’s  lectures  on  Mineralogy  and  Chemistry; 
Gibbon  is  at  Lausanne.  [N.R.R.S.  8.  257-260.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  107-108 
D.T.C.  8.  71-74 


219.  Percy  Street 


220.  Paris 


221.  Lausanne 
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222.  Florence 

1792  Nov.  12  Was  fortunate  to  leave  for  Mt.  Cenis  before  the  French 

attack  on  Savoy;  others  were  compelled  to  make  a  long  detour;  met  Dana 
at  Turin;  saw  the  fine  Natural  History  collection  in  Durazzo  Palace;  floods 
prevented  going  to  Milan;  Aldini  and  other  scientific  workers  at  Bologna; 
the  “Pietra  mala”  is  an  exhalation  of  petroleum;  fine  works  of  art  at 
Florence;  has  met  Fabbroni  and  Fontana. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  109-110 
D.T.C.  8.  1 09-1 12 

223.  Naples 

1792  Dec.  28  Fleard  of  the  death  of  Flodgkinson  from  the  newspapers; 

Duchess  of  Devonshire  at  Florence  spent  much  time  with  Fabbroni  and 
Fontana;  Fontana’s  experiments  on  “eels  in  corn”;  curiosities  of  Rome; 
collections  of  Petrini  and  the  Vatican ;  John  Hervey  is  bringing  Brugmann’s 
account  of  his  experiments  on  nerves,  and  Charles  Greville  will  bring 
Fa[bb]roni’s  book  for  R.S. ;  eruption  of  Vesuvius;  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton  is 
better;  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  and  Mrs.  North  are  in  Rome. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  m-112 
D.T.C.  8.  137-140 

224.  Naples 

1793  Jan.  29  Casselli  has  observed  a  comet  in  Cassiopeia  on  13th; 

Ramsden’s  talent  for  complicating  plain  matters;  Vesuvius  now  inactive, 
a  party  of  Englishmen  who  ascended  saw  nothing  in  the  crater  but  smoke 
and  steam;  fossil  bones  sent  to  R.S.;  Sir  Wm.  and  Lady  Hamilton  who 
have  been  at  Caserta  went  to  Naples  to  celebrate  the  Queen’s  birthday, 
and  returned  after  three  days.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  113-114 

D.T.C.  8.  171-173 

225.  Soho  Square 

1793  Feb.  19  *  Requests  Bl.  to  tell  Volta  that  his  third  paper  is  eagerly 

awaited  at  the  R.S. ;  opinion  in  England  much  incensed  at  affairs  in  France ; 
the  business  of  the  hygrometers  proceeds  slowly.  R.S. :  B.  41 

226.  Rome 

1793  Mar.  30  Vesuvius  was  in  eruption  again  before  he  left  Naples; 

among  the  papyri  unrolled  at  Portici  was  the  fiscal  tractate  of  Philodemus, 
of  which  Abbe  Rosini  has  made  a  copy;  method  of  unrolling  employed; 
was  invited  by  the  King  to  a  wild  boar  hunt;  visited  his  silk  factory  at 
Caserta;  Graefer  is  busy  in  the  English  garden;  can  obtain  no  satisfactory 
information  about  tides ;  visited  the  Egyptian  and  other  oriental  antiquities 
of  Cardinal  Borgia ;  an  obelisk  of  Sesostris  has  been  set  up  by  the  Pope  on 
Monte  Citorio;  Zoega,  a  Dane,  is  studying  Egyptian  hieroglyphics;  news 
of  other  persons  met.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  113-116 

D.T.C.  8.  182-186 

227.  Rome 

1793  Apl.  3  Hervey  has  arrived  and  Charles  Greville  has  left  for 

Gibraltar;  Coxe  Hippisley  is  in  Rome;  Parker,  Lord  Macclesfield’s  son,  is 
leaving  to  join  his  regiment ;  an  expedition  has  gone  to  Africa  to  search  for 
the  Temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon;  was  informed  about  this  by  Groves,  an 
English  traveller  who  in  1 791-2  made  an  expedition  to  Egypt  and  the 
Levant  and  saw  [W.  G.]  Browne  ( q.v .)  at  Alexandria;  expects  to  arrive 
in  Pavia  late  in  May;  graves  have  been  found  in  the  Greek  island  of  Milo, 
with  vases  exactly  like  Etruscan  ware.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  117-118 

D.T.C.  8.  187-191 

228.  Rome 

1793  May  11  As  he  may  remain  abroad  another  winter,  he  wishes  to 

consult  B.  as  to  his  secretaryship  of  R.S. ;  he  does  not  wish  the  enemies  of 
B.  and  of  himself  to  say  that  they  trifle  with  the  Society;  asks  whether,  if 
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he  does  not  return  in  the  autumn,  he  ought  to  resign  so  that  the  place  may 
be  filled  by  another;  he  is  willing  and  anxious  to  continue,  but  he  may  be 
absent  a  long  time,  and  even  after  his  return  is  likely  to  go  abroad  again; 
he  would  feel  he  was  acting  unhandsomely  if  the  place  were  kept  open  for 
him  for  two  years  and  then  only  retain  it  for  a  short  time. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  1 19-120 
D.T.C.  8.  199-201 

229.  [Soho  1793  May  20]  #  He  postponed  replying  in  order  that  he  might  observe 

Square  if  there  were  any  signs  of  discontent  in  R.S.  at  his  prolonged  absence; 

[Edward  Whitaker]  Gray  is  acting  as  Secretary  “in  a  masterly  style  so  that 
everyone  is  contented  with  him  ” ;  Gray  is  willing  to  act  for  another  year; 
he  regrets  that  in  Bl.’s  absence  he  will  have  to  conduct  the  “hydro- 
statical  business”  alone.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  121 

D.T.C.  8.  202 


230.  Augsburg 


231.  Frankfort 


232.  London 


233.  London 


234.  Charlotte 
Street 


1793  Aug.  17  He  left  Italy  with  regret;  he  visited  the  cascade  at  Terni; 
met  Count  Rumford  at  Pavia;  Volta  showed  him  his  experiments  in 
animal  electricity;  he  met  Lord  Palmerston  in  Milan,  who  is  going  to 
Switzerland;  at  Verona,  Lorgna  sent  him  B.’s  diploma  for  the  “Italian 
Society”;  he  met  the  Abbe  Olivi  at  Padua;  he  has  a  bad  opinion  of 
Venice,  where  Dancarville  and  the  chemist  Dandolo  live;  is  pleased  to 
hear  that  Maskelyne  has  been  elected  to  the  French  Academy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  122-122 
D.T.C.  8.  246-248 

1793  Sept.  25  He  has  been  ill  with  fever  and  must  return  by  the  shortest 
route;  asks  B.’s  help  in  procuring  a  safe  passage. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  124 
D.T.C.  8.  258 

1793  Nov.  8  In  spite  of  some  embarrassing  circumstances  [William 
Charles]  Wells  has  been  elected  to  R.S.  without  opposition;  Gray  read 
part  of  the  Bakerian  Lecture;  he  hopes  B.  will  be  well  enough  to  travel 
from  Revesby  next  week;  if  not,  Wegg  will  officiate  at  the  next  meeting. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  127-128 
D.T.C.  8.  276-277 

1793  Nov.  21  As  B.  is  detained  in  Lincolnshire  by  gout,  he  gives  an 
account  of  the  papers  for  R.S.  in  his  hands;  Fordyce  has  sent  in  his  Baker¬ 
ian  Lecture  on  the  pendulum  he  has  constructed  on  Whitehurst’s  machine 
for  universal  measure;  Hunter  left  no  Croonian  Lecture,  but  had  partly 
drawn  up  a  letter  to  the  Society  on  the  experiments  on  which  he  was 
engaged;  Howe  will  communicate  this  with  remarks  of  his  own  thereon; 
from  Italy  he  brought  two  papers  by  Count  Rumford  which  will  provide 
matter  for  three  meetings ;  Kirwan  has  a  paper  on  the  origin  of  Basalt ;  the 
foregoing  will  provide  material  enough  till  Christmas. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  125-126 
D.T.C.  8.  273-275 

1794  July  19  Mentions  certain  matters  to  be  discussed  when  they  meet, 
so  that  B.  can  be  ready  with  his  orders;  (1)  the  numbers  of  tables  to  be 
printed  on  Spiritous  Liquors  for  the  Excise  Board,  exclusive  of  those  for 
Phil.  Trans. ;  (2)  Has  drawn  up  the  usual  letter  to  the  Margrave  of  Anspach 
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with  certain  alterations;  (3)  proposes  to  entitle  the  paper  on  the  bones  as 


235.  Badgmore 

“By  the  late  John  Hunter  Esq.  communicated  by  E.  Howe,  Esq.”; 
(4)  the  tables  for  Phil.  Trans,  to  be  printed  first  so  as  to  see  how  many 
pages  they  will  occupy;  is  about  to  leave  town  for  about  three  weeks. 

D.T.C.  9.  70-71 

1794  July  27  On  his  way,  called  on  Herschel  and  discussed  with  him 

Schroeter’s  paper ;  he  was  then  at  work  on  the  mirror  of  his  40-ft.  telescope ; 
asks  B.  to  send  orders  to  Bulmer  [printer],  on  the  number  of  tables  to  be 
printed  for  Gilpin’s  paper;  effects  of  drought  and  hailstorms,  the  damage 
of  the  latter  amounting  to  £3,000.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  131-132 

D.T.C.  9.  72-73 

236.  Charlotte 
Street 

1794  Aug.  22  Describes  a  shower  of  stones  in  Tuscany  and  Fabbroni’s 

theories  thereon;  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  has  received  a  piece  of 
“elastic  marble”  from  Italy;  “the  City  Militia  Act  with  the  crimp 
business  have  made  the  mob  extremely  riotous;  there  seems  to  be  no 
philosophical  news  neither  here  nor  abroad”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  133-134 
D.T.C.  9.  98-100 

237.  London 

1794  Sept.  8  No  further  accounts  have  come  of  the  shower  of  stones  in 

Tuscany;  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  recommends  to  B.  Watson,  Barker 
and  French  as  mineralogists;  Lord  Palmerston  has  arrived  at  The  Hague; 
the  English  party  there  has  asked  for  convoy  to  England;  the  monks  of 
Camaldoli  have  left  their  convent  again  on  account  of  subterranean 
boiling  water;  a  convoy  from  China  has  arrived  at  Plymouth  with  the 
Embassy,  including  Sir  George  Staunton ;  rumour  that  the  young  king 
died  in  a  Paris  prison,  the  inquest  ascribing  his  death  to  alcoholic  poisoning ; 
other  news  from  France;  a  powder  magazine  in  Paris  was  blown  up  by 
incendiaries.  B.M.  Add.  MSS.  33272.  135-136 

D.T.C.  9.  101-102 

238.  London 

1794  Oct.  20  Gilpin  has  shown  him  the  paper  he  had  sent  B.  which  he 

wishes  to  add  to  his  tables;  thanks  B.  for  sending  him  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton’s 
paper  [on  an  eruption  of  Vesuvius]  which  is  an  extremely  good  popular 
account;  Howe  has  sent  in  his  Croonian  Lecture  on  Vision,  based  on  his 
experiments  on  a  hospital  patient  whose  crystalline  lens  had  been  removed, 
and  other  experiments  on  the  cornea  of  living  persons ;  Sir  Wm.  Musgrave 
is  in  town  and  is  ready  to  deputize  for  B.  at  R.S.  if  he  wishes  to  stay  longer 
in  the  country.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  137-138 

D.T.C.  9.  114-115 

239.  Soho  Square  1795  Mar.  20  [To  Lord  Hawkesbury.]  As  B.  is  confined  with  gout,  he 


6 — B.L. 

has  been  requested  to  answer  his  lordship’s  letter  on  the  subject  of  their 
examination  before  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  on  Saltpetre;  the 
enquiry  was  understood  to  be,  not  whether  it  is  practicable  to  make 
saltpetre  by  combining  aqua  fortis  and  potash,  of  which  there  is  no  doubt, 
as  every  chemist  knows,  but  whether  the  French  were  deriving  in  this 
way  a  resource  for  carrying  on  the  war  by  the  aqua  fortis  exported  from 
this  country;  reasons  were  stated  for  believing  that  they  did  not;  these 
reasons  are  now  set  out  with  great  detail.  [See  also  Conway,  H.  S.  and, 
Jenkinson,  C.  No.  29.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  5-8 

D.T.C.  9.  160-164 
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240.  Bognor  1795  Aug.  2  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  stating  that  there  are  large  crops 

of  grain,  but  that  a  very  destructive  insect  infests  the  ears  of  wheat ;  on  the 
sea-coast  the  crops  are  large  but  there  is  a  great  prevalence  of  smut;  has 
had  a  letter  from  the  young  man  in  Edinburgh,  who  desires  his  name  to  be 
concealed  [H.  P.  Brougham,  afterwards  Lord  Brougham],  stating  that  he 
has  made  an  experimental  and  mathematical  enquiry  into  certain  branches 
of  Optics  to  which  Newton  and  his  successors  have  paid  little  or  no 
attention,  such  as  the  inflexion  of  light;  he  proposes  to  lay  his  results  before 
R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  139-140 

241.  Bognor  1795  Aug.  11  As  Leslie’s  paper  has  not  yet  gone  to  press,  it  has  been 

withdrawn  at  his  own  request,  a  wise  decision  for  his  reputation;  Gilbert 
has  no  doubt  informed  B.  concerning  his  hygrometer  tests;  the  insect  pest 
in  the  corn  has  not  appeared  in  this  neighbourhood;  the  Duchess  of 
Devonshire  having  arrived  at  Bognor,  he  will  probably  prolong  his  stay. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272 .  143 
D.T.C.  9.  280-281 


242.  Upper 
Berkeley 
Street 


243.  Upper 
Berkeley 
Street 


244.  Upper 
Berkeley 
Street 


1795  Sept.  3  In  consequence  of  a  visit  from  Bunce,  the  artist  employed 
to  make  the  drawings  for  Herschel’s  paper,  he  wrote  to  H.  now  in  Devon¬ 
shire  ;  only  two  drawings  are  finished  and  in  Basire’s  hands  [for  engraving] 
and  there  will  be  19  in  all ;  has  received  from  [Simon]  L’Huilier  an  abstruse 
paper  in  Lrench;  as  it  involves  Higher  Mathematics,  he  is  not  competent 
to  judge  it;  has  received  from  De  la  Corbiere  an  essay  in  Lrench  on  the 
manufacture  of  sugar;  it  is  in  substance  a  memoir  he  published  in  1789, 
but  as  it  has  considerable  changes,  desires  to  know  if  it  would  be  acceptable 
to  R.S. ;  C[laude]  Scott  states  that  the  price  of  wheat  has  already  fallen  25  % 
and  he  has  just  given  evidence  on  the  subject  to  the  Privy  Council. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  144-145 
D.T.C.  9.  284-285 

1795  Oct.  5  Has  been  unable  to  submit  L’Huilier’s  paper  to  Maskelyne 
as  requested  by  B.  as  he  is  out  of  London  and  it  must  await  his  return; 
has  had  communication  with  Col.  [Edward]  Williams  about  printing  his 
paper  which  he  has  settled  with  Dalby,  but  they  seem  to  be  at  cross¬ 
purposes  and  no  one  seems  responsible  for  the  truth  of  it ;  De  la  Corbiere 
must  be  written  to  in  Lrench  by  the  Eoreign  Secretary,  who  is  at  present 
away;  the  price  of  corn  does  not  fall  much  in  general  though  in  Cornwall 
a  measure  equal  to  3  Winchester  bushels  was  sold  for  20s.;  the  “young 
gentleman  of  Edinburgh”  [Brougham,  see  Nos.  240,  244],  has  sent  his 
paper,  which  is  very  long;  Col.  Williams  is  proceeding  at  once  to  Marker 
Heights,  where  this  year’s  operations  will  soon  be  closed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  146-147 
D.T.C.  9.  298-299 

1795  Oct.  23  The  title  of  the  trigonometrical  paper  is  settled  in  the  joint 
names  of  Col.  Williams,  Mudge  and  Dalby  and  is  communicated  by  the 
Duke  of  Richmond;  the  paper  from  Edinburgh  [see  Nos.  240,  243]  is  very 
long,  tedious  and  not  well  drawn  up,  and  if  it  is  thought  worthy  of  printing 
will  have  to  be  altered;  L’Huilier’s  paper  seems  to  have  merit,  but  cannot 
judge  if  it  has  a  claim  to  originality;  Count  Rumford  is  in  England  and 
has  brought  some  papers,  but  they  are  unfinished;  Elkington  is  said  to 
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have  failed  completely  in  his  attempts  to  drain  Petworth  Park,  and  his 
reputation  has  suffered  thereby.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272,  148-149 

D.T.C.  9.  306-307 

1797  Apl.  25  The  complaint  in  his  eyes  having  increased,  is  now  unable 
to  read  papers  to  R.S.,  and  as  it  seems  unlikely  it  will  ever  be  safe  to  do  so 
again,  feels  obliged  to  resign  the  office  of  Secretary;  he  will  deliver  all  the 
papers  now  in  his  hands  to  B.’s  house,  but  will  continue  to  revise  the 
printing  of  Phil.  Trans,  until  the  first  part  for  this  year  is  finished. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  150 
D.T.C.  10.  (1).  123 

246.  Soho  Square  1797  Apl.  25  *  He  sincerely  regrets  the  cause  which  deprives  R.S.  of  his 

services,  but  is  “too  well  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  hazarding  in  the 
slightest  degree  the  invaluable  blessing  of  sight”  to  oppose  his  resolution; 
asks  whether  his  letter  is  to  be  read  to  the  Council  or  if  he  intends  to 
notify  his  resolution  in  any  other  way  and  also  whether  he  intends  also 
to  resign  from  the  Council.  R.S.:  B.  42 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  ici 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  124 

1797  Apl.  26  [To  the  President  and  Council,  R.S.]  Resigns  the  office  of 
Secretary  and  returns  thanks  for  the  honour  conferred  on  him  at  14 
successive  elections ;  if  by  the  time  of  the  next  Anniversary  his  eyes  have 
sufficiently  improved  as  to  allow  him  to  resume  office  and  it  is  the  pleasure 
of  the  Society,  he  would  be  willing  to  re-enter  the  service. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  153 
D.T.C.  10.  (1).  125 

248.  Soho  Square  1797  Apl.  27  *  As  Bl.  had  mentioned  to  Dr.  Gray  early  in  1796  his 

intention  of  soon  resigning  the  Secretaryship,  he  (B.)  felt  sure,  on  con¬ 
sidering  his  letter  of  the  25th,  that  the  meetings  of  the  Society  had  become 
disagreeable  to  him,  especially  as  the  season  when  the  meetings  are  held 
by  daylight  is  approaching;  if  he  really  means  to  retain  the  office,  strongly 
advises  him  against  resigning  when  the  long  vacation  is  so  near ;  the  state  of 
his  eyes  is  sufficient  excuse  for  his  duties  to  be  done  by  a  deputy,  and  some¬ 
one  competent  will  easily  be  found  for  the  next  half-year  whom  the  Council 
will  approve  or  appoint  in  his  place;  otherwise  if  the  election  thus 
necessitated  should  not  be  unanimous,  or  if  the  person  elected  should 
voluntarily  give  up  his  claim  to  continue  at  the  next  Anniversary,  the 
harmony  of  the  Society  may  be  disturbed;  begs  Bl.  also  to  consider  that 
opposition  may  be  made  to  his  re-election  by  the  friends  of  another  can¬ 
didate;  they  may  urge  against  him  the  absence  from  duty  occasioned  by 
his  travels  and  his  apparent  neglect  of  science  through  “the  habit  you 
have  lately  adopted  of  spending  much  time  in  the  gay  circles  of  the  more 
elevated  ranks  of  society”;  urges  him  to  reconsider  his  decision  and  to 
postpone  it  till  the  next  Anniversary  in  hopes  that  his  eyes  may  have  by  that 
time  recovered;  hopes  to  hear  again  before  he  (B.)  makes  any  proposal  to 
the  Society;  Planta  has  undertaken  the  duties  at  the  next  meeting,  so  no 
step  need  be  taken  until  the  following  one.  R.S.:  B.  43 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  157 
D.T.C.  10.  (1).  129-131 
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249.  Upper  1797  Apl.  27  Yesterday  he  sent  a  letter  to  B.  for  the  R.S.  containing 


Berkeley 

Street 

a  proposal  that  he  should  resume  office  at  the  next  Anniversary  if  able  to 
do  so,  and  if  approved  by  the  Society;  he  now  proposes  another  arrange¬ 
ment  that  would  answer  the  same  purpose,  namely  that  a  person  should 
be  appointed  to  read  for  him  for  the  next  ten  meetings  whom  he  would 
pay  for  his  trouble,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  duty  he  would  perform  himself, 
otherwise  he  must  resign  entirely;  requests  B.  to  make  this  proposal  to  the 
Council  on  his  behalf.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  136 

D.T.C.  10.  (1).  128 

250.  Upper 
Berkeley 
Street 

1797  Apl.  27  Replies  petulantly  to  the  points  mentioned  by  B. ;  that  he 
had  no  intention  of  resigning  at  this  time;  that  he  had  no  recollection  of 
ever  having  read  to  the  Society  without  candles;  that  his  conversation  with 
Dr.  Gray  was  of  a  private  nature  and  gave  no  hint  that  he  found  the 
meetings  disagreeable;  that  as  to  his  not  cultivating  science  with  his 
former  ardour,  if  B.  thinks  that  he  has  neglected  or  is  unqualified  for  his 
duties  as  Secretary,  begs  him  to  announce  his  resignation  without  delay, 
that  nothing  can  be  further  from  his  wishes  than  to  make  a  disturbance 
in  the  Society  or  to  cause  a  contested  election ;  his  proposal  therefore  now 
is  that  as  his  eyes  will  not  permit  him  to  read  to  the  Society,  someone  may 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose  for  the  next  ten  meetings,  whilst  he  (Bl.) 
will  do  the  rest  of  the  duty;  as  Planta  has  already  been  put  to  trouble  on 
his  behalf,  he  could  wish  him  to  be  the  reader  appointed  and  he  will  make 
him  whatever  pecuniary  recompense  should  be  thought  right ;  by  November 
he  will  be  able  to  judge  whether  his  eyes  will  allow  him  to  continue  as 
Secretary;  all  these  points  he  submits  to  B.  and  the  Council. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  158-159 
D.T.C.  10.  (1).  132-133 

251.  Upper 
Berkeley 
Street 

1797  Apl.  29  Planta  has  agreed  to  read  papers  for  him  for  the  remainder 

of  the  session,  but  will  not  accept  any  payment;  he  (Bl.)  will  draw  up  the 
minutes;  to  this  arrangement  he  presumes  there  can  be  no  objection. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  161 

D.T.C.  10.  (1).  134 

252.  Soho  Square  1797  Apl.  29  *  Has  no  objection  on  the  Society’s  account  to  the  pro¬ 

posed  arrangement  with  Planta;  “the  propriety  of  the  exchange  when 
agreeable  to  both  parties  is  to  me  a  sufficient  reason  for  approving  it”. 

R.S.:  B.  45 
D.T.C.  10.  (1).  135 

253.  Soho  Square  [1797]  May  1  *  Encloses  a  paper  on  Schroeter’s  observations  on  the 


254.  Bath 

satellites  of  the  Georgian  Planet  confirming  those  of  Herschel. 

R.S.:  B.  101 

9 

1797  Dec.  24  Has  had  a  letter  from  Count  Rumford  relating  to  his  paper 

on  heat  produced  by  friction;  R.  fears  it  may  have  grammatical  and  other 
faults  due  to  the  hurry  in  which  it  is  written  and  to  the  ignorance  of  his 
copyist  and  desires  Bl.  to  correct  and  revise  it;  Rumford  also  desires 
enquiry  at  Cadell  &  Davies,  booksellers,  if  they  have  received  a  corrected 
copy  of  his  7th  Essay  from  James  Meyer  to  whom  he  sent  it,  and  of  which 
the  1  st  ed.  contained  many  faults ;  his  eyes  are  better,  but  not  so  his  general 
health,  and  the  Bath  Waters  disagreed  with  him;  is  therefore  going  to 
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Broadlands;  Lord  Palmerston  who  is  about  to  go  there  would  convey 
Rumford’s  paper  on  friction  if  it  has  arrived;  he  considers  that  the  Abbe 
Mann  is  a  better  politician  than  philosopher. 


255.  Broadlands 


256.  Brightelm- 
stone 

[Brighton] 


257.  Bath 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  163-164 
D.T.C.  10.  (1).  220-222 

1798  Jan.  9  Count  Rumford’s  paper  on  friction  and  B.’s  letter  have  been 

delivered  to  him  by  Lord  Palmerston;  the  paper  itself  is  by  no  means 
incorrect,  nor  has  the  copyist  made  any  serious  blunders;  the  paper  is 
valuable  on  account  of  the  large  scale  on  which  the  experiments  were 
carried  out;  discussion  of  its  conclusions;  hopes  to  return  the  paper  to  B. 
by  a  private  hand  as  he  is  unwilling  to  risk  it  by  a  public  conveyance ;  with 
regard  to  the  business  with  Rumford’s  publishers,  he  had  evidently  not 
received  their  letter  at  the  time  he  wrote;  his  eyes  are  better  and  he 
intends  to  return  to  London  before  long;  is  anxious  to  hear  more  of 
[Mungo]  Park’s  expedition.  D.T.C.  10.  (2).  159-161 

1799  Oct.  24  The  enclosed  letter  delivered  to-day,  he  sends  imme¬ 

diately  to  B.,  “because  it  concerns  the  well-being  and  possibly  the  life  of 
a  man  who  undoubtedly  has  merit  in  the  department  of  science”  [Dolo- 
mieu] ;  has  no  recollection  of  the  writer,  Ajautier  (q.v.),  but  believes  his 
wife  to  be  the  Mile.  Delessert  whom  he  met  in  Paris  in  1783;  presumes 
that  B.  has  had  other  applications  on  Dolomieu’s  behalf,  as  suggested  by 
the  newspapers.  D.T.C.  11.  297 

1800  Jan.  5  Gives  at  length  his  opinion  of  and  objections  to  the  paper 

submitted  by  Dr.  [Nathaniel]  Hulme  on  the  Spontaneous  Union  of  Light, 
the  very  title  of  which  conveys  an  erroneous  idea  of  the  subject;  he  has 
struck  out  with  pencil  a  large  part  of  the  paper,  probably  more  than  the 
author  will  care  to  sacrifice ;  thus  reduced,  it  will  make  a  valuable  paper  for 
Phil.  Trans.,  but  in  its  original  form  he  could  not  vote  for  its  insertion;  as 
some  of  Mr.  Joseph  Grote’s  family  will  be  travelling  to  London,  he  has 
sealed  the  paper  and  left  it  with  them  to  deliver  to  B.  as  a  safer  means  of 
carriage  than  by  stage-coaches;  if  B.  requires  it  sooner,  it  can  be  for¬ 
warded.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  168-169 

D.T.C.  12.  3-6 


258.  Broadlands  1800  Jan.  17  From  the  manner  in  which  Dr.  Hulme  reasons  in  many 

parts  of  his  paper,  there  is  little  hope  that  he  will  be  convinced  of  the 
mistakes  in  his  supposed  discoveries,  yet  it  would  be  a  pity  that  parts  of  it 
should  be  lost,  and  he  presumes  B.  will  have  it  read  to  R.S.  after  the 
author  has  made  all  the  corrections  in  it  that  are  necessary;  thanks  B.  for 
his  account  of  the  intercepted  papers  from  Egypt;  he  has  since  seen 
copies  of  Kleber’s  dispatches  and  of  Poussielgue’s  notes  taken  at  the 
conference  between  Kleber  and  the  Muslim  governor  of  Cairo;  “the 
Imperial  Caesar-like  tone  of  Bonaparte  in  his  public  papers  is  striking”; 
at  Bath,  had  some  conversation  with  Dr.  [later  Sir  George  Smith]  Gibbes 
(q.v.)  on  his  experiments  for  the  conversion  of  flint  [  ?]  into  fatty  matter; 
he  has  analysed  the  Bath  Waters  and  asks  for  the  reference  to  Klaproth’s 
paper  on  the  Carlsbad  waters ;  Lord  Palmerston  is  much  interested  in  the 
new  comet  observed  by  Mechain  and  asks  B.  to  let  him  know  its  present 
place;  Count  Rumford  is  busy  at  Romsey  “fitting  up  his  oeconomical 
contrivances”;  the  Egyptian  newspapers  announce  many  valuable 
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philosophical  and  antiquarian  discoveries ;  Sir  H.  Englefield  is  investigating 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Claurentum.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  170-171 

D.T.C.  12.  7-10 

1802  Apl.  1-2  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  brought  by  Mr.  Massingberd, 
who  neglected  to  bring  with  him  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  only 
person  who  can  present  him  to  the  First  Consul;  his  old  friends  at  Paris 
have  received  him  kindly,  particularly  Laplace  and  Berthollet,  both  now 
senators  of  great  weight ;  Chaptal  is  president  of  a  body  corresponding  to 
the  Board  of  Trade;  has  been  to  one  meeting  of  the  Scientific  class  of  the 
Institut;  account  of  the  papers  read;  the  First  Consul  has  ordered  a 
report  on  the  progress  of  all  sciences  in  foreign  countries  as  well  as  in 
France  since  1789;  Laplace  explained  his  computation  of  the  difference 
of  two  diameters  of  the  earth  and  the  flattening  of  the  poles;  Berthollet 
is  working  upon  the  meteorological  analysis  of  the  air;  mentions  the  Greek 
inscription  on  a  stone  graven  also  in  the  sacred  and  common  Egyptian 
languages  [the  Rosetta  Stone] ;  has  informed  them  that  it  is  B.’s  wish  that 
it  should  be  restored  to  them ;  describes  the  proceedings  at  the  Institut  on 
2nd  April,  particularly  a  paper  by  Laplace  on  the  velocity  of  sound; 
Lalande  states  that  in  his  biography  of  Beauchamp,  mention  is  made  of 
all  his  published  observations,  with  references. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  172-173 
D.T.C.  13.  58-64 

1802  Apl.  12-13  “According  to  the  new  regulation  here  Lundi  22nd 
Germinal”;  Olbers  of  Bremen  has  discovered  a  new  star;  description  of 
his  observations ;  uniform  behaviour  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  all  parts  of 
the  world ;  Laplace  reports  that  new  lunar  tables  have  been  computed  by 
Burg  of  Vienna;  he  has  been  presented  to  the  First  Consul  and  was 
graciously  received;  F.  C.  made  enquiries  about  B.  and  R.S.;  he  attended 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Institut;  his  manner  and  appearance;  inspected  with 
Cuvier  the  fine  collection  of  the  Jardin  des  Plantes ;  a  collection  of  minerals 
has  been  acquired  from  Weiss,  and  many  mummies  from  Egypt ;  additional 
observations  on  Olbers’s  new  star.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  1 74—175 

D.T.C.  13.  65-70 

1802  Apl.  24  Is  distressed  by  the  news  of  Lord  Palmerston’s  illness  and 
reported  death ;  has  visited  the  Marquis  de  Chabert  who  has  been  received 
by  the  First  Consul  who  has  appointed  him  Adjutant  to  the  Board  of 
Longitude;  the  Marquis  speaks  with  gratitude  of  B.’s  kindness  to  him  in 
England;  asks  B.  to  inform  Rennell  that  Beauchamp  never  published  a 
book  or  map  of  any  kind,  but  that  Zach’s  map  is  made  from  his  materials; 
Nouat,  one  of  the  Commission  in  Egypt,  has  read  to  the  Institut  his 
observations  made  in  that  country;  gives  the  results  of  Burckhardt’s 
calculation  of  the  orbit  of  Olbers’s  new  star;  the  Greek  inscription  on  the 
[Rosetta]  Stone  has  been  read  here ;  regrets  the  clamour  raised  in  England 
against  B.’s  letter  to  the  Institut;  Berthollet’s  son  is  employed  in  the 
manufactory  of  printed  cottons  at  Jouy,  which  he  has  been  to  see;  from 
small  beginnings  the  proprietor,  Oberkampf,  a  Swiss,  now  employs  1200 
persons ;  [Francis  James]  Jackson  [Minister  Plenipotentiary]  has  gone  and  he 
has  seen  his  successor  [Anthony  Merry].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  176-177 

D.T.C.  13.  79-85 
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1802  May  3  Further  remarks  on  Olbers’s  star,  astronomers  are  undecided 
whether  it  is  a  planet  or  a  comet ;  Laplace  favours  the  latter ;  asks  for  further 
information  on  the  disorder  that  caused  the  death  of  Lord  Palmerston; 
he  believes  the  First  Consul  sincere  in  his  desire  to  promote  the  prosperity 
of  this  country,  but  mistrusts  his  Government ;  England  must  be  prepared 
and  offer  no  temptation  for  an  attack;  everything  in  France  is  reverting  to 
the  old  system;  they  have  no  idea  of  a  reign  of  law  and  are  unfit  to  be 
governed  by  a  civil  power;  soldiers  are  everywhere  “and  those  who 
tremble  at  the  sight  of  a  bayonet  would  laugh  at  a  constable’s  staff”; 
prices  and  economic  conditions ;  no  English  ambassador  is  yet  appointed ; 
asks  B.  to  recommend  him  to  whoever  is  appointed  if  it  be  not  Lord 
Whitworth  to  whom  he  is  already  known. 

5.71/.  Add.  MS.  33272.  178-179 
D.T.C.  13.  90-95 

1802  May  4  [Sent  with  the  previous  letter.]  Since  writing,  has  seen 
Cuvier  and  delivered  B.’s  message,  and  he  promised  to  make  the  ex¬ 
amination  desired ;  Geoffroy  from  Egypt  is  a  clever  young  man ;  he  speaks, 
as  do  all  the  Egyptian  savants,  of  Sidney  Smith  in  the  highest  terms ;  has 
seen  two  rolls  of  papyrus  from  Egypt ;  a  very  large  and  fine  one  belongs 
to  the  First  Consul;  the  writing  was  evidently  read  from  right  to  left; 
distinguishes  between  the  formal  hieroglyphic  writing  and  the  cursive 
[hieratic] ;  Denon  has  engraved  these  papyri  with  some  others  for  his 
work  on  Egypt ;  Denon’s  book  will  be  a  private  publication,  for  Govern¬ 
ment  has  ordered  a  much  grander  work  to  which  all  the  savans  will 
contribute;  sends  astronomical  observations  by  Mechain. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  180 
D.T.C.  13.  96-98 

1802  May  8  Flas  had  a  conversation  with  the  First  Consul  who  was  very 
gracious  and  enquired  particularly  about  B.  whom  he  much  wishes  to  see 
in  Paris;  Laplace  (who  with  Lagrange  took  part  in  the  conversation) 
informed  the  First  Consul  that  B.  was  about  to  present  the  curious 
animal  about  which  he  spoke  [the  Ornithorhynchus ] ;  the  First  Consul 
then  spoke  of  a  project  of  his  for  a  prize  in  Galvanism  in  which  England 
could  take  part;  he  (Bl.)  suggests  that  a  present  of  kangaroos  for  his  park 
at  St.  Cloud  would  be  most  acceptable,  where  the  animals  could  be  at 
liberty,  like  those  of  the  King  at  Richmond;  there  were  150  people  at 
dinner  at  a  very  long  table  covered  with  fresh  green  turf  bordered  with 
natural  growing  flowers;  after  dinner,  he  was  presented  to  Madame 
Bonaparte  who  spoke  admiringly  of  Mrs.  Darner  and  Miss  Berry,  specially 
mentioning  the  former’s  skill  as  a  sculptor.  [Many  items  of  the  con¬ 
versation  with  the  First  Consul  are  repeated  verbatim.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  181-182 
D.T.C.  13.  101-106 

1802  May  13  The  bearer  of  this  letter,  M.  de  Crillon,  is  a  friend  of 
Madame  Lavoisier,  who  wishes  him  to  be  introduced  to  B.  whose  good 
offices  are  desired  both  in  London  and  during  the  tour  he  intends  to 
make  in  England  and  Scotland ;  scientific  news :  Laplace  is  surprised  at 
Herschel’s  opinions  on  the  new  star ;  Cuvier  reports  that  the  specimen  of 
Ornithorhynchus  sent  by  B.  has  not  yet  arrived;  Cels  returns  his  thanks  for 
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the  seeds  from  New  South  Wales;  Fourcroy  has  received  the  cloth  from 
the  Sandwich  Islands;  Cadet  de  Vaux  ( q.v .)  read  a  paper  at  the  Institut 
on  a  soup  made  from  bones ;  encloses  the  latest  observations  by  Mechain 
on  the  new  star.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  183-184 

D.T.C.  13.  107-109 

1802  May  20  The  British  Minister  [Anthony]  Merry,  desires  letters  of 
introduction  for  Huet,  a  young  French  artist  already  celebrated  as  a 
miniature  painter;  commends  him  to  B.  and  would  be  grateful  for 
introductions  to  other  artists  for  him;  Count  Rumford  arrived  in  Paris  a 
few  days  ago;  he  and  Bl.  will  set  out  together  for  Bavaria  in  a  few  weeks. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  185-186 
D.T.C.  13. 119-120 

1802  May  25  Gives  a  further  eulogy  of  the  First  Consul,  his  affability, 
and  his  interest  in  science;  his  (Bl.’s)  suggestion  as  to  the  Kangaroos  was 
entirely  his  own,  but  if  he  had  the  honour  of  advising  the  King,  he  would 
recommend  that  a  pair  of  them  should  be  presented  without  delay;  also 
suggests  that  he  should  be  elected  to  R.S.  in  recognition  of  his  patronage 
of  science;  about  10th  June  he  is  setting  out  with  Count  Rumford  for 
Bavaria;  Laplace  has  answered  Maskelyne’s  letter  and  urges  that  Mudge 
should  use  a  circle  of  repetition  in  taking  observations  at  the  ends  of  the 
line  of  latitude  as  well  as  the  zenith-sector;  has  just  visited  Gen.  Andreossy 
who  had  the  largest  papyrus  from  Egypt,  12  ft.  long;  [from  the  description 
that  follows,  it  is  evidently  a  hieratic  Book  of  the  Dead] ;  the  ornamental 
part  of  the  roll  [the  vignettes]  is  engraved  for  Denon’s  work,  but  the  whole 
will  be  reproduced  in  the  great  work  on  Egypt  to  be  published  by  Govern¬ 
ment;  Costaz  has  arranged  with  Denon  to  send  B.  copies  of  all  his  plates 
of  papyrus  rolls  although  it  is  contrary  to  D.’s  rule  to  part  with  separate 
plates;  Costaz  has  detected  a  great  error  in  the  computation  laid  before 
Parliament  on  the  operation  of  the  Combined  Sinking  Fund  (enclosed). 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  187-188 
D.T.C.  13.  128-137 

1802  May  30  Denon  has  given  him  three  plates  of  the  papyri  from  his 
book  for  B.  and  requests  he  will  not  allow  them  to  be  seen  until  the  book 
is  published;  they  will  be  delivered  to  B.  by  Spencer  Smith;  description 
of  the  writing  on  the  papyri  which  resembles  Cufic;  Denon  would  accept 
no  recompense,  but  B.  will  doubtless  find  a  method  of  recognizing  his 
kindness.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  189-190 

D.T.C.  13.  147-150 

1802  June  8  At  a  reception  at  the  Embassy,  met  the  First  Consul  again, 
who  once  more  spoke  of  his  interest  in  Galvanism;  refers  to  Denon’s 
generosity  in  sending  his  plates;  Gen.  Andreossy  has  been  appointed 
French  Minister  in  London;  he  will  take  with  him  his  great  papyrus; 
will  enter  B.’s  name  as  a  subscriber  to  Denon’s  book ;  Cuvier  has  mentioned 
B.’s  intention  of  sending  him  an  Ornithorhynchus  for  the  Museum;  news 
of  the  astronomers  Burckhardt,  Gauss  and  Laplace;  Count  Rumford 
having  permission  from  the  Elector,  will  remain  longer  in  Paris;  attempts 
to  read  cuneiform  writing;  recommends  to  B.  Coquebert,  French  Consul 
in  London,  and  Gen.  Andreossy  desires  B.’s  acquaintance;  the  models 
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showing  the  anatomy  of  Insects  and  Mollusca  made  under  the  direction  of 


270.  Paris 

Poli  at  Naples  have  been  purchased  for  the  Jardin  des  Plantes. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  191-192 
D.T.C.  13.  157-162 

1802  June  19  Denon’s  book  is  published;  a  copy  has  been  presented  to 

the  First  Consul  and  those  for  London  are  being  sent  off;  has  paid  the 
subscription  for  B.’s  copy;  Gen.  Andreossy  has  presented  his  papyrus  to 
the  First  Consul  so  B.  will  not  be  able  to  see  it  in  London;  David  Leroy 
has  given  him  some  of  his  works  for  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries,  which  he 
is  sending  by  Gregoire;  as  Rumford  has  postponed  going  to  Munich,  he 
(Bl.)  will  remain  in  Paris  for  a  month,  moving  to  the  suburbs;  has  urged 
the  claims  of  Cavendish  among  his  friends  of  the  Institut ;  describes  a  new 
method  of  casting  iron;  a  shortage  of  grain  in  France,  due  to  hoarding  by 
the  farmer.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  193-194 

D.T.C.  13.  1 70-1 74 

271.  Paris 

1802  June  28  The  First  Consul  has  announced  his  plan  for  a  prize  for 

the  greatest  discovery  in  Galvanism,  equivalent  in  value  to  £2500;  Burg’s 
tables  of  the  moon  have  been  presented  to  the  First  Consul  who  has 
added  6000  frs.  to  the  same  sum  voted  by  the  Institut,  as  a  reward; 
Laplace  has  received  Maskelyne’s  letter  and  will  have  a  copy  made  for  his 
use  of  Burg’s  tables  as  they  will  not  be  printed  for  a  long  time;  the  14th 
July  will  be  celebrated  in  Paris  with  illuminations;  at  the  Institut,  there 
was  a  discussion  on  whether  pulmonary  consumption  is  contagious; 
Pictet  has  made  a  communication  on  stones  falling  from  the  sky. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  195-196 
D.T.C.  13.  185-188 

272.  Paris 

1802  June  30  Recommends  Coquebert,  the  new  French  Consul  in 

London,  a  man  of  wide  knowledge  and  a  statistician;  Madame  C.  who  is 
joining  him,  brings  this  letter;  intends  to  go  to  Normandy  in  three  weeks. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  197 
D.T.C.  13.  189 

273.  Paris 

1802  July  19  Hill  has  been  introduced  to  a  meeting  of  the  Institut; 

Costaz  will  thank  Denon  on  B.’s  behalf;  regrets  the  delay  of  Spencer 
Smith;  thanks  B.  for  his  kind  reception  of  Coquebert  and  Gregoire;  the 
First  Consul’s  prize  will  not  be  adjudged  by  himself  but  by  a  Committee 
of  the  Institut;  description  of  the  celebrations  of  14th  July;  the  rival 
schemes  for  the  Picardy  Canal  have  been  referred  to  the  Institut  and  the 
First  Consul  attended  in  order  to  hear  the  views  of  the  parties;  a  Mrs. 
Biggs  [?  Bigge]  came,  wishing  to  be  introduced  to  the  savants  of  Paris; 
purporting  to  have  a  letter  from  B.,  but  she  could  not  produce  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  198-199 

D.T.C.  13. 212-217 

274.  [Paris  1802  Aug.  — ]  Dree,  whom  he  met  at  B.’s  house  in  Spring  Grove,  is 


275.  Paris 

setting  out  for  London;  Rumford  will  leave  Paris  on  the  10th;  he  will  go 
with  him  to  Bavaria,  staying  first  at  Mannheim;  Dree’s  collection  of 
minerals  is  very  fine  and  complete.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  201 

D.T.C.  13.  224-225 

1802  Aug.  10  The  journey  to  Mannheim  will  not  be  pleasant  as  the 

weather  is  very  hot ;  Herschel  will  inform  B.  of  his  interview  with  the  First 
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Consul;  conjectures  on  Bonaparte’s  supposed  aversion  to  war  and  his 
desire  to  preserve  peace;  regrets  to  hear  that  B.  is  confined  by  an  affection 
of  his  leg;  if  this  does  not  prevent  the  journey  to  Lincolnshire,  B.  will  have 
started  before  Gen.  Andreossy  arrives.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  200 

D.T.C.  13.  221-223 

276.  Soho  Square  1802  Aug.  1 1  *  He  has  seen  the  Egyptian  antiquities  [Rosetta  Stone,  etc., 

brought  from  Alexandria] ;  a  whole  mission  has  arrived  from  the  Jardin 
des  Plantes  to  purchase  an  elephant  which  unfortunately  died  before  the 
mission  arrived.  R.S.:  B.  46 

277.  Munich  1802  Aug.  30  Dr.  Davis  who  brought  B.’s  letter  arrived  several  days  after 

his  (Bl.’s)  departure;  he  will  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  introductions 
with  a  letter  from  B. ;  at  Mannheim  met  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Weimar,  an 
encourager  of  learning,  who  gave  asylum  to  Weisshaupt ;  gives  an  account 
of  his  journey  in  great  heat  and  discomfort ;  regrets  to  hear  of  B.’s  accident 
and  injury  to  his  legs;  reminds  B.  about  the  Kangaroos  [see  Nos.  264,  267] ; 
enquires  if  the  great  Egyptian  Sarcophagus  has  arrived  in  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  202-203 
D.T.C.  13.  240-244 

278.  Paris  1802  Oct.  15  Lias  returned  to  Paris;  Count  Rumford  will  winter  in 

Munich;  Bavaria  is  alarmed  at  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  Emperor; 
Laplace  continues  in  high  favour  with  the  First  Consul ;  Breteuil  has  been 
permitted  to  return  to  France;  Cuvier,  one  of  the  ablest  of  men,  is  to  be 
appointed  Professor  of  Natural  History;  at  the  last  election  of  Foreign 
Members  of  the  Institut  Pallas  and  Cavendish  had  an  equal  number  of 
votes;  on  a  second  ballot,  Pallas  was  elected  with  a  majority  of  one  vote; 
probably  Cavendish  will  be  chosen  next  time;  Klaproth  and  Watt  are  also 
in  high  esteem ;  a  pair  of  Kangaroos  has  arrived,  not  as  a  present  from  the 
King,  but  by  an  exchange  with  Pidcock;  Aldini  of  Bologna  is  in  Paris  and 
presented  a  paper  on  Galvanism  at  the  Institut,  he  is  about  to  go  to  England 
with  letters  to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  204-205 

D.T.C.  13.  273-276 


279.  Paris  1802  Nov.  12  Describes  an  excursion  to  the  source  of  the  Loire,  visiting 

many  places;  ague  is  very  widespread  in  France;  Thenard  read  a  paper  at 
the  Inst,  on  Nickel;  Chenevix,  also  in  Paris,  asserts  T.’s  experiments  to  be 
mere  repetitions  of  his  own;  Aldini  gave  great  offence  “by  egregious 
puffing  and  the  other  arts  of  charlatans’’;  Edgeworth  is  in  Paris  with  his 
fourth  wife  and  his  clever  daughter  Maria;  at  the  desire  of  Laplace,  he  has 
had  some  conversation  with  Watt,  and  with  Walker,  an  associate  of  Boulton, 
relative  to  a  good  coinage  in  contemplation  by  the  French  Govt;  the 
savants  are  in  favour  of  reducing  the  circulating  silver  into  5  franc  pieces 
to  establish  the  new  system  of  weights  and  measures. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  206-207 
D.T.C.  13.  298-303 

280.  Paris  1802  Nov.  22  Laplace  and  other  French  astronomers  are  to  get  as  soon 

as  possible  the  transit-instrument  that  Burg  is  making  for  the  Paris  ob¬ 
servatory;  Andreossy  will  do  all  he  can  to  expedite  it  and  B.  is  asked  to  use 
his  influence  and  good  offices  also;  the  French  Govt,  have  decided  to 
continue  the  meridian  from  Dunkirk  to  Barcelona  nearly  two  degrees 
further,  under  the  charge  of  Mechain;  at  the  Inst,  the  pottery  found  at 
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281.  Paris 

Abbeville  was  exhibited  and  assigned  by  Mongez  to  the  ancient  Gauls ;  a 
memoir  by  Andreossy  was  also  read  on  the  silting-up  and  re-opening  of 
Bresgau,  a  port  on  the  Mediterranean ;  the  coinage  is  not  likely  to  be 
entrusted  to  Boulton,  and  Droz  has  the  support  of  the  leading  people  in 
France. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  208-209 
D.T.C.  13.  310-314 

1802  Nov.  26  There  has  been  an  election  at  the  Institut,  when  Pallas, 

Fox  and  Calderini  were  chosen;  the  nominations  for  the  next  month  are 
Cavendish,  Watt  and  Mascagni ;  papers  were  read  on  the  origin  of  basalt 
rocks  and  on  the  corn  crop ;  Laplace  desires  to  know  on  what  foundation 
the  report  rests  that  the  principle  of  Hadley’s  Quadrant  was  originated 
by  Sir  Isaac  Newton;  Camus  states  that  a  bibliographical  work  on  books 
printed  in  Latin,  Greek,  Coptic,  Hebrew  and  other  Oriental  languages  has 
just  been  published  in  London;  he  wishes  to  know  if  this  is  an  authoritative 
work,  and  asks  B.  to  enquire  from  Dryander  and  [George]  Nicol;  Correia 
is  in  Paris,  much  courted  by  the  two  Sousas,  one  of  whom  is  to  be  Portu¬ 
guese  Minister  in  London;  has  not  yet  seen  Lord  Whitworth;  asks  if  B. 
knows  Dr.  Maclaurin,  Physician  to  the  Embassy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  210-21 1 
D.T.C.  13.  315-318 

282.  Paris 

1802  Dec.  6  Laplace  communicated  B.’s  letter  to  the  First  Consul  with 

the  news  that  Le  Naturaliste  was  sailing  from  Port  Jackson  in  search  of 
her  consort,  but  he  had  already  had  that  intelligence ;  describes  the  cere¬ 
mony  at  which  he  was  present,  of  the  reception  of  Lord  Whitworth  by  the 
First  Consul  “in  great  good  humour” ;  account  of  a  debate  at  the  Institut 
on  falling  stones;  hopes  Cavendish  will  be  elected  to  the  Institut. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  212-213 
D.T.C.  13.  320-323 

283.  Paris 

1802  Dec.  18  “Men  of  Science  here  are  fully  convinced  of  your  good 

disposition  towards  them  and  of  the  exertions  you  make  to  procure  the 
Transit-instrument  as  soon  as  possible”;  it  is  much  hoped  that  it  will 
arrive  before  Mechain  starts  on  his  expedition;  Mechain  desires  Mas- 
kelyne  to  be  pressed  for  the  rectification  of  the  places  of  fixed  stars  he 
promised,  for  the  want  of  which  printing  is  stopped ;  a  new  set  of  volumes 
of  the  Institut  is  ready  for  delivery  to  R.S.  and  to  B. ;  asks  for  instructions 
how  they  are  to  be  sent;  some  vols.  of  Phil.  Trans,  are  also  due  to  the 
Institut;  mentions  and  discusses  papers  at  the  Institut  by  Forfait  on  a 
floating  dock,  by  Nysten  on  his  galvanic  experiments,  by  Prony  on  Droz’s 
coining-press,  and  by  Berthollet  on  Chenevix’s  criticism  of  the  new 
chemical  nomenclature;  the  pottery  found  at  Abbeville  [see  No.  280]  is 
certainly  the  same  as  that  found  in  England;  Count  Rumford  is  still  in 
Munich;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Clifford  is  studying  mineralogy  under  the  Abbe 
Haiiy.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  214-215 

D.T.C.  13.  332-335 

284.  Paris 

1802  Dec.  27  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Institut  the  Foreign  Members 

will  be  elected,  but  if  the  holidays  and  cold  weather  cause  too  small  an 
attendance,  the  election  will  be  deferred  till  the  next  meeting;  Laplace 
and  four  others  are  drawing  up  a  plan  for  reorganizing  the  Institut  into 
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287.  Paris 


288.  Paris 


Sir  Charles,  continued 

four  classes ;  has  met  Cossigny  who  originated  the  enquiry  into  a  method  of 
preventing  explosions  in  powder-mills;  Aldini,  it  is  reported,  has  not  been 
elected  to  the  Institute  re-established  at  Bologna;  his  great  knowledge 
entitles  him  to  that  honour,  but  his  rejection  “may  be  called  a  just  punish¬ 
ment  for  the  excessive  puffings  and  pretensions”;  the  Galvanic  Society 
is  occupied  in  experiments;  comments  on  the  dress  and  etiquette  at 
ministerial  functions ;  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Institut,  Seguin  announced 
an  important  discovery  in  analysing  Peruvian  Bark;  a  paper  read  by 
Lamarck  on  the  atmosphere  provoked  a  lively  discussion  by  Laplace, 
Berthollet  and  Monge.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  216-217 

D.T.C.  13.  344-348 

1802  Dec.  28  English  newspapers  are  prohibited  in  France,  and  the 
prohibition  is  strictly  enforced ;  Lord  Whitworth,  however,  will  now  allow 
him  to  read  them  in  his  house;  with  regard  to  the  general  attitude  of  the 
French,  he  thinks  nothing  could  be  more  harmful  than  to  quarrel  at 
the  present  time  and  that  the  English  should  bear  everything  with  gentle¬ 
ness  and  pacific  conduct  to  efface  the  opinion  of  our  insatiable  cupidity; 
has  explained  his  sentiments  to  [Anthony]  Merry  who  will  soon  be  in 
England  and  will  explain  them  to  B. ;  PS.  Dec.  29 — No  election  took  place 
yesterday;  Seguin’s  febrifuge  appears  to  be  nothing  but  portable  soup. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33272.  218-219 
D.T.C.  13.  349-351 

1803  Jan.  29  To  the  classes  into  which  the  Institut  is  now  divided  many 

wish  to  assign  the  name  Academy;  Cavendish  has  been  elected  a  Foreign 
Member  of  the  Class  or  Academy  of  Sciences;  Wilford  has  been  chosen  in 
the  second  class,  with  Volney  and  Langles  as  his  chief  supporters,  and 
Wieland  in  the  third  class ;  Rumford  has  returned  to  Munich  after  a  tour 
in  northern  Franconia  to  inspect  the  countries  added  to  the  Elector’s 
dominions ;  reports  a  discussion  at  the  Institut  between  Laplace  and  Pictet 
on  the  merits  of  the  Calorimeter;  another  paper  was  read  on  galvanic 
experiments;  the  most  interesting  memoir  was  an  account  of  the  means 
employed  to  utilize  the  barren  sandy  tracts  on  the  S.W.  coast  of  France 
by  planting  various  trees  and  plants  on  them;  Seguin  still  insists  that 
animal  jelly  or  portable  soup  is  a  febrifuge;  he  is  fitting  up,  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pense,  a  hospital  ward  in  which  the  gelatine  can  be  administered  to  the 
patients  under  the  inspection  of  physicians  and  chemists  named  by  the 
Institut;  he  is  very  rich,  having  been  a  contractor  to  supply  the  army 
with  leather;  asks  B.  to  ascertain  if  De  Bure,  the  bookseller,  is  the  agent  for 
Payne  who  supplies  Phil.  Trans.  D.T.C.  14.  5-8 

1803  Feb.  1  The  astronomers  request  B.  to  assist  Andreossy  in  the 
purchase  of  a  dividing  instrument  intended  for  Russia,  made  by  Ramsden, 
with  improvements  by  Troughton;  at  the  re-organization  of  the  first  class 
of  the  Institut,  Delambre  was  chosen  Secretary  for  Mathematics  and 
Cuvier  for  Natural  History;  de  Sousa,  who  brings  this  letter,  speaks 
English  and  is  a  well-informed  man;  in  order  of  merit,  the  members  of 
the  Institut  regard  B.  as  first,  followed  by  Maskelyne  and  Cavendish; 
Volta  will  probably  be  chosen  for  the  next  vacancy.  D.T.C.  14.  9-10 

1803  Mar.  5  Dr.  Frank,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  is  first  physician  at  the 
Vienna  General  Hospital  and  is  coming  to  study  English  methods;  asks 
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B.  to  introduce  him  to  the  physicians  likely  to  be  helpful  to  him;  dis¬ 
cussion  of  papers  read  at  the  Institut,  by  Thenard  on  fermentation,  and  on 
Van  Marum’s  method  of  fire-extinguishing;  De  Bure  has  no  news  of  the 
Phil.  Trans.,  but  has  sent  off  the  books  from  the  Institut  with  directions 
to  deliver  them  to  B. ;  the  committee  examining  Seguin’s  gelatine  have 
not  yet  reported,  but  are  believed  to  be  quite  satisfied;  an  influenza 
epidemic  in  Paris  has  affected  many  persons  and  is  causing  inflammation 
of  the  eyes.  Mar.  6.  Has  received  B.’s  letter  of  28th  Feb.  and  has  asked 
Laplace  the  sum  advanced  for  the  Transit-instrument  which  he  states  to 
be  3000  livres  of  which  Mechain  will  send  particulars;  Laplace  was 
surprised  that  Andreossy  had  not  spoken  to  B.  about  the  dividing  in¬ 
strument.  D.T.C.  14.  27-30 

289.  Paris  1803  Mar.  19  Has  explained  to  Berthollet  B.’s  reasons  for  being  unable 

to  send  the  seeds  he  wants;  defends  Andreossi  against  B.’s  suggestion  that 
he  acted  in  a  shabby  manner  respecting  the  dividing  instrument ;  Laplace 
desires  B.  to  be  informed  that  the  planet  Pallas  has  been  observed  in 
Paris  and  there  is  now  no  doubt  as  to  the  form  and  situation  of  its  orbit ; 
understands  that  Mechain  has  written  to  B.  about  the  money  advanced 
to  Ramsden  for  the  Transit-instrument;  the  influenza  in  London  seems  to 
be  nearly  as  severe  as  the  “grippe”  in  Paris;  remarks  on  epidemics;  a 
paper  was  read  at  the  Inst,  by  Dr.  Halle  on  cow-pox,  very  long  and  cir¬ 
cumstantial,  ending  with  a  eulogy  of  Jenner;  Berthollet’s  son  made  his 
maiden  speech  with  an  essay  on  metallic  precipitates ;  has  conversed  with 
Seguin  on  his  methods  of  tanning  leather;  the  experiments  with  gelatine 
as  a  febrifuge  continue.  D.T.C.  14.  33-37 

290.  Paris  1803  Apl.  12  News  has  been  received  by  De  Bure  that  the  Phil.  Trans. 

are  now  on  their  way;  Denon’s  book  on  Egypt  was  sent  off  on  30  Aug., 
and  he  paid  300  livres  for  it  on  B.’s  account  and  a  charge  for  packing  was 
payable  on  delivery;  enquires  if  the  book  arrived  and  all  is  in  order;  at 
the  Inst.,  Abbe  Salvan  exhibited  a  deaf  and  dumb  boy  whom  he  had 
taught  to  articulate  words;  Seguin’s  tannery  is  very  active  with  a  contract 
for  large  numbers  of  skins;  Count  Rumford  informs  him  of  the  death  of 
Lady  Wallace,  the  Duchess  of  Gordon’s  sister,  and  that  he  is  busy  with 
experiments  on  Heat.  D.T.C.  14.  58-60 

291.  Paris  1803  Apl.  20  Has  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  Seguin  a  copy  of  the  report 

on  tanning  desired  by  B.,  it  is  out  of  print,  but  Seguin  will  try  to  obtain  a 
copy;  on  applying  to  Fourcroy,  who  wrote  the  report,  the  same  answer 
was  given;  if  a  copy  can  be  found,  it  will  be  sent  through  Lord  Whitworth  ; 
repeats  the  order  of  events  in  subscribing  to  Denon’s  work ;  Mechain  took 
formal  leave  of  the  Inst,  on  setting  out  for  his  journey  to  Spain;  mis¬ 
carriage  of  all  engagements  with  B.’s  friend  Bickersteth;  considers  Cadet 
de  Vaux’s  (q.v.)  account  of  his  bone-soup  is  greatly  exaggerated;  Count 
Rumford  is  suffering  from  inflammation  of  the  eyes.  D.T.C.  14.  73-77 

292.  Soho  Square  1803  Sept.  29  Chenevix  is  at  length  out  of  France;  Hatchett  has  had  a 

letter  from  him  dated  Mannheim,  4th  Sept;  Laplace  treated  him  with 
great  coldness  and  said  the  First  Consul  was  convinced  that  he  (Bl.)  was 
a  spy  of  the  English  Government  and  was  angry  with  him  and  Berthollet 
for  the  good  reception  they  gave  him;  their  chief  complaint  is  that  he  (Bl.) 
and  B.  endeavoured  to  prevent  Andreossi  from  getting  the  dividing 
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instrument  he  purchased ;  Rumford  is  making  a  tour  of  the  mountains  of 
Savoy,  for  which  he  evidently  has  permission,  but  does  not  know  if  he 
will  be  allowed  to  come  to  England.  D.T.C.  14.  150-151 

293.  Soho  Square  1803  Oct.  6  Has  had  a  letter  from  Chenevix  at  Cassel  10th  Sept.;  he 

repeats  Laplace’s  words  that  the  First  Consul  was  angry  with  him  and 
Berthollet  for  having  received  him  (Bl.)  who  was  an  English  spy,  and  that 
things  said  by  the  F.C.  to  Bl.  alone  were  repeated  in  English  newspapers; 
in  fact  he  never  saw  the  F.C.  alone,  two  or  more  persons  were  always 
present;  Berthollet  has  behaved  handsomely,  regrets  the  report,  and 
defends  him  on  every  opportunity;  Rumford  states  that  he  applied  for 
leave  to  pass  through  France  to  England,  but  was  refused;  Rumford 
promises  to  contrive  to  send  a  paper  on  Heat  for  R.S. ;  B.’s  letter  gave 
the  first  intimation  that  Osborn  had  been  set  free,  and  has  since  heard  of 
his  arrival  in  Frankfort.  D.T.C.  14.  1 57—1 59 

294.  Bath  1803  Dec.  21  Gives  description  of  a  meteor  observed  in  Bath  at  8  p.m.  on 

13th  November;  it  was  compared  in  form  and  size  to  the  full  moon;  if 
B.  is  not  well  enough  to  write  himself,  begs  him  to  ask  Dryander  to  do  so 
and  inform  him  how  he  is.  D.T.C.  14.  178-179 

295.  Bath  1804  Jan.  4  Was  pleased  to  receive  B.’s  letter  and  to  learn  of  his  recovery 

and  hopes  he  will  soon  be  able  to  go  downstairs;  has  questioned  two  other 
observers  of  the  meteor,  but  the  two  accounts  do  not  agree;  Col.  Living¬ 
ston  [American  Minister  in  Bavaria],  made  a  short  stay  in  Bath  and  in¬ 
formed  him  he  had  delivered  to  B.  a  paper  on  Heat  from  Count  Rumford 
[see  Thompson,  Sir  B.,  No.  57].  D.T.C.  14.  182-184 

296.  Bath  1804  Jan.  15  Never  was  he  so  pleased  to  receive  a  letter  as  when  that  of 

B.  arrived  giving  news  of  the  improvement  in  his  health,  and  of  the  French 
National  Institute  having  at  length  come  to  a  due  sense  of  their  injustice; 
warns  B.  of  the  risks  of  the  diet  he  is  now  under;  suggests  that  the  letter 
from  the  Inst,  presents  an  opportunity  for  a  spirited  reply,  reproving 
them  for  the  treatment  of  Osborn  and  for  still  detaining  other  Fellows  of 
R.S.  and  stating  that  B.  had  always  wished  for  friendly  intercourse  between 
scientists,  notwithstanding  the  war  in  wdiich  their  countries  were  engaged, 
and  deploring  the  accusations  of  spying,  etc. ;  will  shorten  his  visit  and 
return  to  London  to  confer  with  B.  before  he  replies  to  the  Institut. 

D.T.C.  14.  185-188 

297.  Birmingham  1804  Feb.  28  Is  pleased  to  report  improvement  in  Boulton,  who  suffers 

from  stone  in  the  kidney;  Boulton  conducted  him  over  the  works,  being 
carried  from  shop  to  shop  in  a  wheel-chair;  he  saw  the  mint  w'here  eight 
presses  w7ere  working  at  42  strokes  per  minute,  driven  by  a  steam-engine; 
“our  Munich  friend”  [Count  Rumford]  is  in  bad  repute  and  he  has  heard 
here  and  elsewhere  “very  strong  language  concerning  him — wdiat  has  he 
done  to  offend  them  so  much?”;  Trevithick’s  steam-engines  are  coming 
into  general  use;  they  are  claimed  to  be  cheaper  and  to  use  less  coal, 
but  Boulton  insists  that  their  users  will  find  themselves  mistaken;  the 
steam  engines  of  Watt’s  design  are  made  in  a  foundry  outside  Birmingham 
in  charge  of  Boulton’s  son  and  one  of  Watt’s  sons,  but  as  the  process  is 
secret,  he  (Bl.)  did  not  ask  to  see  it;  will  dine  with  the  Lunar  Society, 
where  he  hopes  to  see  Watt;  appreciation  of  Galton;  with  wrhom  he  is 
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going  to  Liverpool;  [P.S.  29  Feb.]  Watt  was  not  at  the  Lunar  meeting, 


298.  Liverpool 

but  has  seen  him  since.  [See  Boulton,  M.,  No.  108.] 

D.T.C.  14.  233-236 

1804  Mar.  13  Has  conveyed  B.’s  messages  to  Dr.  Currie  and  Roscoe; 

the  latter  wishes  to  make  B.’s  personal  acquaintance  and  will  call  when 
next  in  London ;  high  appreciation  of  Roscoe,  who  is  writing  a  history  of 
Leo  X;  trade  in  Liverpool  is  not  injured  by  the  war,  but  payments  from 
America  are  difficult  to  obtain;  Bristol  and  Liverpool  are  rival  ports;  a 
new  dock  is  to  be  constructed  on  the  Mersey;  intends  to  proceed  with 
Galton  to  Runcorn  and  Manchester  and  then  return  to  London. 

D.T.C.  14.  241-243 

299.  Dowlais 
Works 

1804  Aug.  29  Has  received  a  letter  from  Berthollet  enclosed  in  one  from 

Chenevix;  Berthollet  says  that  Laplace  has  mentioned  to  Bonaparte  the 
injustice  done  to  him  (Bl.) ;  quotes  a  long  passage  from  Chenevix’s  letter 
on  platina  and  palladium,  which  shows  he  had  not  succeeded  in  making 
palladium  again;  his  (Bl.’s)  letter  containing  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  Wollaston  had  obtained  a  little  palladium  from  platina  had  not  then 
reached  Chenevix;  Coulomb  has  read  a  paper  on  the  effect  of  heat,  the 
quality  of  the  steel  and  its  state  of  annealing,  on  its  magnetism ;  Chenevix 
is  convinced  that  the  basalt  of  Saxony  is  not  of  volcanic  origin;  describes 
the  district  of  Merthyr  Tydvil,  rich  in  limestone,  iron-ore  and  coal,  and 
the  process  of  making  iron  at  Dowlais  Works.  D.T.C.  15.  81-83 

300.  Dowlais 
Works 

1 804  Aug.  30  Condoles  with  B.  on  the  death  of  his  mother ;  in  mentioning 

that  Laplace  had  spoken  to  Bonaparte,  it  was  an  inference  only,  and  should 
not  be  mentioned  at  present ;  has  no  doubt  that  Bonaparte  is  convinced  he 
was  mistaken,  but  will  not  acknowledge  it;  Berthollet  states  that  his  (Bl.’s) 
friends  are  undeceived,  which  implies  he  has  enemies  who  are  not ;  believes 
that  suspicion  still  exists  in  France,  as  not  one  of  his  friends  there  has 
written;  describes  the  itinerary  of  his  journey  and  the  state  of  the  wheat 
crop  in  different  counties,  in  some  of  which  it  is  free  from  blight,  in  others 
badly  affected ;  the  imprudence  of  passing  the  Corn  Bill  at  this  juncture 
has  shaken  public  confidence  in  Parliament ;  Chenevix  speaks  of  bargaining 
with  the  discoverer  of  palladium  for  the  secret  and  that  he  or  Wollaston 
should  pay  the  price,  whichever  of  the  two  was  in  the  wrong;  the  iron 
made  at  Dowlais  is  very  good  and  fit  for  making  tinplate. 

D.T.C.  15.  87-89 

301.  Dowlais 
Works 

1804  Sept.  2  Quotes  extracts  from  the  letter  of  a  correspondent  in  Paris 

referring  to  the  rapid  adoption  of  vaccination  in  France,  the  accusations 
made  against  him,  the  forthcoming  marriage  of  Madame  Lavoisier  and 
Count  Rumford,  to  Rumford’s  communications  to  the  Institut  on  Heat, 
to  Biot’s  intended  balloon-ascent  to  make  meteorological  observations,  and 
to  certain  ministerial  and  diplomatic  changes ;  has  reason  to  think  that  the 
calumnies  circulated  about  him  in  France  originated  in  England;  the  iron 
made  at  Dowlais  is  now  under  trial  for  use  in  the  Navy. 

D.T.C.  15.  94-96 

302.  Alderby 

1804  Sept.  21  Quotes  extract  from  a  letter  he  has  received  from  “our 

Freyberg  correspondent”  [R.  Chenevix,  q.v.],  on  his  proposed  offer  of  a 
reward  for  a  paper  on  Palladium  and  on  the  views  of  Wollaston ;  has  seen 
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303.  London 


304.  Brighton 


305.  [Soho 
Square] 


306.  Spring 
Grove 

307.  Soho  Square 


308.  Soho  Square 

309.  Soho  Square 


310.  Soho  Square 

3 1 1 .  Soho  Square 


one  of  Trevithick’s  steam-engines  in  action,  operated  by  piston  and 
cylinder.  D.T.C.  15.  126-128 

1804  Oct.  15  Further  discussion  of  the  proposals  of  Chenevix;  thinks 
that  they  might  be  misconstrued  as  being  unfair  to  Wollaston,  and  that 
care  should  be  taken  not  to  irritate  the  unknown  discoverer  of  Palladium 
by  treating  him  as  a  cheat ;  remarks  on  Chenevix’s  attack  on  German 
chemistry;  he  thinks  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  Germans  fight  out  their 
disputes  among  themselves  than  to  charge  the  whole  nation  with  the 
extravagances  of  a  particular  sect;  Gilpin  and  Maskelyne  have  seen  the 
new  planet  discovered  by  Hoarding;  the  wheat  in  Dorsetshire  is  good,  but 
he  has  seen  bad  samples  from  Yorkshire;  has  had  a  letter  from  Paris 
absolving  Count  Rumford  from  complicity  in  the  calumnies  circulated 
against  him  (Bl.) ;  Humboldt’s  researches  in  S.  America. 

D.T.C.  15.  159-162 

1805  Sept.  25  Has  had  two  more  letters  from  Chenevix;  the  first  from 

Vienna  of  17th  July  is  filled  with  his  ideas  on  the  character  of  the  Germans, 
the  second,  from  Budapest,  9th  Aug.,  gives  an  account  of  his  visit  to 
Winterl,  whom  he  had  so  severely  criticized,  but  who  nevertheless 
received  him  and  has  undertaken  to  show  him  the  experiments  on  which 
his  theories  are  based;  quotes  a  long  extract  from  a  letter  from  Paris 
mentioning  Count  Rumford  and  Madame  Lavoisier,  the  effects  of  vac¬ 
cination,  the  corn  crop,  Cuvier’s  work  on  comparative  anatomy,  that  of  La- 
billardiere  on  the  plants  of  New  Holland,  and  of  Humboldt  and  Bonpland 
on  those  of  Central  America,  and  the  Herculaneum  papyri ;  Rennell  is 
with  him,  in  poor  health.  D.T.C.  16.  1 3 7— 139 

1806  Aug.  6  *  He  has  seen  John  King  [Under-Secretary  of  State]  who 

had  already  sent  a  letter  to  Spring  Grove  informing  him  that  he  (Bl.)  had 
accepted  the  offer  proposed  to  him.  [This  letter  and  the  next  two  relate 
to  a  committee  appointed  to  report  to  Government  on  a  plan  for  sub¬ 
marine  warfare  submitted  by  the  engineer  Robert  Fulton.  The  committee 
rejected  Fulton’s  plan  as  it  had  already  been  disclosed  to  the  enemy.  A 
copy  of  the  committee’s  letter  to  King,  undated,  is  among  the  papers, 
(R.S.:  B.  106).]  R.S.:B.  92 

1806  Aug.  8  *  Encloses  the  letter  from  John  King  mentioned  in  No.  305. 

R.S.:  B.  46A 

[1806]  Aug.  12  *  He  is  informed  by  John  King  that  F.  [Robert  Fulton] 
has  chosen  as  his  nominee  in  place  of  Sir  E.  N.  [Evan  Nepean]  a  certain 
Dr.  Carteret,  about  whom  nothing  is  known.  R.S.:  B.  93 

1813  Jan.  26  *  Reports  a  valuable  improvement  made  by  Edward 

Howard  in  the  process  of  refining  sugar.  R.S.:  B.  47 

1814  Jan.  2  *  Thanks  him  for  his  observations  on  the  candidates  for 

election  to  R.S.,  including  Humboldt ;  [Thomas]  Young  has  communicated 
to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  a  memoir  on  the  hieroglyphics  of  the  Rosetta 
Stone.  R.S. :  B.  48 

1814  Jan.  10  *  Is  sending  a  parcel  of  books,  a  print  of  the  Strand  Bridge 
and  some  seeds.  R.S.:  B.  49 

1814  Sept.  8  *  He  has  seen  a  fragment  of  the  “atmospheric  stone”  that 
fell  in  Ireland ;  it  contains  more  iron  than  any  specimen  he  has  previously 
seen;  Dr.  Wells  has  published  his  paper  on  dew.  R.S. :  B.  50 
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312.  Revesby  1814.  Oct.  16  *  Requests  Bl.  to  purchase  for  him  in  Paris  100  two- 

Abbey  drachm  bottles  of  Husson’s  medicine  for  gout,  and  to  obtain  from  the 

proprietor  further  particulars  as  to  its  final  effects ;  he  has  taken  it  for  two 
years;  describes  his  method  of  taking  it  and  its  effects,  but  thinks  a  better 
mode  of  procedure  might  be  used;  drainage  of  the  Fens  by  Rennie;  its 
cost  and  effect  on  agricultural  productivity ;  Rennie’s  arches  of  the  Strand 
[Waterloo]  Bridge;  Berger’s  Herbarium  has  arrived  safely.  R.S.:  B.  51 

313.  Soho  Square  1814  Nov.  9*  Sends  Bl.,  as  requested,  particulars  of  various  types  of 

printing  machinery  and  their  methods  of  operation;  Konig’s  printing 
machine  and  the  principles  on  which  it  works;  comparison  with  other 
types;  describes  the  first  meeting  of  R.S.  and  communications  by  Brewster 
and  others;  gold  coin  is  being  minted  in  Paris.  R.S. :  B.  52 

314.  Soho  Square  1814  Nov.  25  *  Details  of  the  opening  of  R.S.;  papers  by  Brewster  and 

Roget  were  read;  the  Copley  Medal  is  awarded  to  [James]  Ivory;  Bl.’s 
name  is  retained  on  the  Council  as  he  is  likely  to  return;  a  controversy  in 
the  Philosophical  Magazine  in  which  Kelly  appears  as  “a  very  ostentatious 
&  a  disgraceful  figure”,  as  his  candidature  at  R.S.  was  unsuccessful; 
Bensley’s  new  printing-press;  Dr.  Young  thinks  he  has  discovered  the  key 
to  hieroglyphics;  discoveries  in  N.S.W. ;  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  disposed  to  buy  part  of  Dree’s  collection;  they  have  refused  the 
gift  of  Rampaer  as  he  expects  in  return  to  be  employed  as  a  collector  by 
them.  R.S.:  B.  53 

315.  Soho  Square  1814  Dec.  5  *  Sends  an  account  of  Konig’s  printing-press;  a  coal  wagon 

drawn  by  a  steam  engine  is  working  at  Leeds ;  sends  kale  seed ;  has  closed 
his  correspondence  with  Dr.  Hardy;  beet-sugar  manufacture  in  France; 
applications  are  received  for  impressions  [casts]  of  Egyptian  sculptures; 
Young’s  studies  of  hieroglyphics ;  enquiries  how  fat-livered  geese  are  fed  in 
Strasbourg.  R.S. :  B.  54 

316.  [Soho  1814  Dec.  5]  *  [Enclosure  in  last;  written  at  the  foot  of  a  prospectus  of  a 

Square  new  printing-press,  the  printed  portion  has  been  cut  off.]  A  prospectus  of 

Konig’s  press  which  appeared  in  The  Tunes  of  Nov.  20;  Chinese  method  of 
making  paste.  R.S. :  B.  105 

317.  Soho  Square  [1814]  Dec.  13  *  Hopes  the  kale  seed  has  arrived;  thanks  him  for  paying 

cost  of  Berger’s  Herbarium,  which  is  reimbursed  through  his  bankers; 
has  had  good  effects  of  Eau  Medicinale  for  gout;  a  13th-century  Greek 
medical  writer;  is  out  of  humour  with  the  Grand  Count  who  treated  him 
shabbily  regarding  prisoners  and  who  now  sends  persons  to  him  with 
recommendations,  one  of  whom  tried  to  borrow  money;  asks  again  for 
information  on  feeding  geese  for  fat  livers;  Indian  sugar  is  imported  in 
gunny-bags;  Hardy  has  made  an  instrument  which  divides  a  second  into 
300th  parts ;  has  been  overturned  in  a  carriage  a  second  time ;  has  received 
a  very  long  and  rambling  paper  on  the  effects  of  electricity  on  plant-life ; 
Young  has  given  a  lecture  on  the  signification  of  the  Rosetta  Stone; 
Konig’s  press  is  now  at  work  for  two  newspapers.  R.S. :  B.  55 

318.  Soho  Square  1814  Dec.  22  *  Reichenbach  has  retrieved  the  art  of  making  flint-glass 

driven  out  of  this  country  by  the  high  taxes  on  glass;  he  (R.)  makes 
telescopes,  and  has  sent  27  cases  of  instruments  for  the  new  observatory 
at  Naples;  Konig’s  press  prints  700  newspapers  an  hour;  has  been  visited 
by  Mendoza;  a  new  form  of  gunpowder;  he  knows  nothing  of  fire  engines 
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319.  Soho  Square 


320.  Soho  Square 


321.  Soho  Square 


322.  Soho  Square 


[steam  engines]  in  London,  though  there  are  at  least  1000  of  them  working; 
saw  one  in  a  cutler’s  shop  “of  a  power  not  more  than  one  jackass”,  used  for 
polishing,  etc. ;  the  feeding  of  fat-livered  geese  is  a  secret  kept  by  the  Jews; 
rapid  increase  in  gas-lighting.  R.S.  :  B.  56 

1815  Jan.  13  *  Settlement  with  bankers  to  reimburse  Bl.  for  sums  spent 
on  behalf  of  B. ;  has  obtained  information  on  goose-livers;  the  London  gas 
companies  and  their  activities  and  charges ;  a  steam-boat  is  being  built  at 
Margate  and  another  for  the  Dover  Packet ;  steam-boats  built  in  the  north 
are  successful;  Fulton’s  steam  frigate;  potatoes  with  violet-coloured 
flesh;  is  sending  broccoli  seed  and  other  articles;  has  found  a  letter  of 
Herschel  of  1806  proposing  Kelly  as  a  candidate  for  R.S.,  to  which  B. 
refused  consent.  R.S. :  B.  57 

1815  Feb.  15  *  Is  sending  Phil.  Trans,  for  1811  missing  from  the  set  at 
the  Institut;  sends  also  Young’s  paper  on  the  Rosetta  Stone,  one  by 
Silvestre  de  Sacy,  and  a  drawing  of  the  stone;  considers  Young’s  results 
disappointing;  Baber  [Sec.  Brit.  Mus.]  and  [Charles]  Koenig  have  gone  to 
Bonn  to  inspect  the  library  and  minerals  of  Baron  Moll  now  offered  for 
sale;  notes  and  news;  the  widow  of  Adanson  who  travelled  to  Senegal, 
has  offered  her  husband’s  Herbarium  containing  30,000  specimens; 
requests  Bl.  to  call  upon  her  and  enquire  terms  and  also  to  get  the  opinion 
of  the  French  botanists  of  its  value.  R.S.:  B.  58 

1815  Feb.  20  *  Has  received  Bl.’s  parcel  and  distributed  its  contents  to 
Sir  Charles  Pile,  Rennie  and  others  as  directed;  is  sending  a  medical 
journal  with  a  case  of  grafting  half  a  finger  on  the  other  half,  also  prints  of 
the  Indian  method  of  “repeating  lost  noses” ;  Carpue  the  surgeon  actually 
did  replace  the  nose  of  an  officer;  Baber  and  Konig  are  treating  for  the 
purchase  of  Baron  Moll’s  library,  and  if  they  are  successful,  there  will  be 
no  funds  available  for  Dree’s  collection  at  the  British  Museum. 

R.S.:  B.  59 

1815  Feb.  22  *  Has  had  another  attack  of  gout  which  was  cured  by 
Husson’s  medicinal  water,  but  with  severe  reactions  on  his  eyes;  those 
draining  the  Fens  level  their  drains  by  a  triangle  and  plumb-line;  Sir  H. 
Davy  has  sent  a  paper  describing  his  .analysis  of  the  colours  used  in  the 
ancient  paintings  in  Rome;  various  medicines  for  gout — Dr.  Want’s 
Colchicum,  Dr.  Wilson’s  tincture,  Hermodactyls— compared ;  the  papyri 
at  the  British  Museum  have  been  unrolled.  R.S.:  B.  60 


323.  Soho  Square  1815  Feb.  28  *  High  price  of  home  and  imported  wheat  due  to  bad 

harvest;  Didot’s  new  method  of  printing;  Dr.  Wales’s  theory  of  radiation 
is  contradicted  by  experience;  frosts  and  snow  reported  in  Van  Diemen’s 
Land;  Rouse- Broughton  (sic)  has  been  in  India,  and  is  proficient  in 
Persian;  Young  wishes  to  conceal  himself  as  a  man  of  science  as  his  wife 
believes  it  injures  his  practice  as  a  physician;  skulls  and  mummies  from 
Peru ;  sends  pamphlets,  etc. ;  postscript  describing  the  death  of  [Smithson] 
Tennant.  R.S. :  B.  61 

324.  Soho  Square  1815  Mar.  8*  Jomard  has  arrived;  wishes  to  take  casts  of  Egyptian 

inscriptions  in  fusible  metal;  the  proprietor  of  a  rolling-press  (Wilkin)  is 
visiting  Paris  with  the  idea  of  setting  one  up  there;  Dree’s  collection  is 
unlikely  to  be  bought  by  British  Museum  as  the  negotiations  for  Baron 
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Moll’s  collection  will  exhaust  the  available  funds ;  as  he  cannot  undertake 
to  keep  Adanson’s  collection  separate,  concludes  the  matter  is  at  an  end. 

R.S.:  B.  62 


325.  Brit.  Mus. 

326.  Spring 
Grove 

127.  Revesby 
Abbey 


328.  Soho  Square 


329.  Soho  Square 


330.  Soho  Square 


331.  Soho  Square 


[1815  Mar.  11]*  The  Trustees  have  decided  not  to  purchase  Dree’s 
collection  as  it  would  largely  duplicate  that  of  the  Museum.  R.S.:  B.  102 

[1816]  June  6  *  Is  glad  Biot  has  postponed  his  visit  for  a  year;  intends 
to  return  to  London.  R.S.:  B.  103 

1817  Oct.  13  *  Has  arrived  in  good  health  after  a  slow  journey;  the  Bey 
of  Tripoli,  wishing  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  Prince  Regent,  has  given 
him  ancient  monuments  and  offered  to  promote  an  expedition  to  Tim- 
buctoo;  Lord  Bathurst  ( q.v .)  is  anxious  to  forward  this  undertaking  and 
will  provide  funds ;  he  asked  B.  to  recommend  a  suitable  person ;  he  recom¬ 
mended  Richie  [Joseph  Ritchie];  has  heard  from  Biot  in  Edinburgh;  a 
“very  pretty  discovery”  by  Prof.  Leslie,  which  he  cannot  understand; 
has  not  heard  of  Sir  Everard  Home  for  a  long  time.  R.S.:  B.  63 

1817  Dec.  24  *  Returns  thanks  for  a  plate  of  moire  metallique,  much 

admired  by  his  ladies  who  wish  for  some  object  made  of  it ;  the  career  of 
[George]  Powney  who  offered  his  services  to  Napoleon  at  St.  Helena; 
refers  to  “an  Italian  of  more  than  ordinary  talents”  [Belzoni,  q.vi\  and  the 
colossal  head  of  Memnon;  a  sea  serpent  which  comes  ashore  to  lay  its 
eggs;  the  blind  woman  of  Liverpool  who  “sees”  by  the  sense  of  touch 
[see  Roscoe,  W.] ;  the  fixing  of  Easter.  R.S.:  B.  64 

18x7  Dec.  30  *  Biot’s  reception  in  England;  the  fracas  with  [Olinthus] 
Gregory;  a  young  Frenchman  declaring  himself  to  be  a  son  of  Richard,  the 
botanist,  has  arrived  penniless ;  Brown  has  relieved  and  protected  him ;  as 
he  is  expatriated,  Bl.  is  requested  to  find  out  from  his  father  the  nature  of 
his  offence;  the  sea-serpent;  the  N.-W.  Passage  expedition;  an  attack  by 
Laplace  on  Rater’s  pendulum  experiments.  R.S.:  B.  65 

1818  Jan.  12*  The  accouchement  and  death  of  Princess  Charlotte; 

doubts  the  expediency  of  Mudge  going  again  to  Shetland;  he  made  many 
observations  while  Biot  and  Gregory  were  quarrelling;  Lambton’s 
certificate  [for  R.S.] ;  Ritchie  is  daily  expected,  he  is  to  be  Consul  at  Fezzan ; 
French  competition  in  African  exploration;  the  head  of  Memnon;  Biot, 
Gregory  and  Mudge  and  the  Shetland  observations;  the  sequel  at  Edin¬ 
burgh;  moire  metallique  was  discovered  by  a  Frenchman  who  was  about 
to  dispose  of  it  for  £1000,  but  the  secret  was  disclosed  and  he  got  only  £50 ; 
gives  the  recipe  for  it.  R.S.:  B.  66 

1818  Feb.  3  *  The  panier  of  moire  metallique  has  arrived  and  was  much 
admired  by  Lady  Banks  who  sent  it  as  a  present  to  Princess  Elizabeth  at 
Windsor;  death  of  Burckhardt  in  Cairo;  cannot  see  any  objection  to 
Jomard  having  a  cast  of  the  head  of  Memnon;  cannot  see  any  justification 
for  renewing  observations  at  the  Shetland  Isles;  is  sending  some  razors 
made  of  wootz ;  only  one  scientific  man  has  yet  been  found  for  the  Arctic 
expedition,  Sabiixe;  has  arranged  with  Treuttel  &  Wiirtz  to  undertake  to 
transmit  books  to  Paris  and  also  to  receive  them.  R.S.:  B.  67 


332.  Soho  Square  1818  May  29  *  Latreille  and  Pictet  are  in  London;  news  of  the  Derbys, 

Drake,  Fuller,  Belzoni  and  Salt;  De  Souza  has  sent  a  copy  of  Camoens 
for  the  Asiatic  Society  at  Calcutta ;  his  health  is  so  much  better  that  he  is 
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serving  on  the  Commissions  for  Weights  and  Measures  and  for  the 
prevention  of  forgery  of  banknotes ;  Cuvier  is  in  London  with  Leach  in 
attendance;  Kater  is  about  to  make  pendulum  observations  in  Shetland, 
Norway,  etc. ;  the  northern  expedition  has  sailed  and  Sabine  has  already 
sent  home  some  observations ;  a  treatise  on  magnetism  has  been  printed  at 
the  expense  of  the  King  of  Sweden.  R.S.:  B.  68 

333-  [Soho  1 8 1 8  Aug.  — ]  *  Has  received  a  large  packet  of  papers  from  a  military 

Square  officer  named  Rampasse  who  has  studied  the  geology  of  Corsica  and  made 

large  collections,  which  he  offers  to  the  British  Museum  and  wishes  to  be 
employed  by  the  British  Government  to  explore  the  geology  of  Corsica  and 
Sardinia;  asks  Bl.  to  make  enquiries  respecting  R.  as  nothing  is  known  of 
him;  has  been  overturned  in  a  carriage  by  a  drunken  coachman;  neither  he 
nor  his  ladies  received  any  injury,  but  the  shock  caused  him  to  pass  a 
large  and  jagged  calculus  and  has  given  much  relief.  [Cf.  Cameron,  273.] 

R.S.:  B.  104 

334.  Soho  Square  1818  Sept.  21  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  the  project  for  joining  the  coasts 

of  England  and  France  in  the  trigometrical  survey  is  postponed  until 
Mudge  and  the  French  scientists  can  decide  the  points  at  which  their 
“  Reverberes”  are  to  be  stationed,  without  the  necessity  of  consulting  “the 
dull  and  heavy  Council  of  the  Ministry,  to  whom  science  its  beauties  and  its 
importance  are  equally  unknown”;  Col.  Colby  is  recalled  from  Scotland, 
and  a  vessel  will  be  provided  to  convey  him  and  his  instruments  to 
Dunkirk;  the  executors  of  Choiseul-Gouffier  have  made  a  claim  to  some 
of  the  marbles  brought  to  England  by  Lord  Elgin  which  were  captured  by 
Nelson  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  the  matter  must  be  decided  by 
Parliament.  R.S.:  B.  69 


335.  [Soho  1 8 1 9]  Jan.  4  *  Low  temperatures  recorded  at  Spring  Grove.  [Un- 

Square  finished].  R.S. :  B.  70 

336.  Soho  Square  1819  Jan.  16  *  Has  just  recovered  from  an  attack  of  jaundice;  Ritchie  has 

arrived  at  Tripoli  and  will  take  up  his  consulate  at  Murzuk;  Lieut.  Lion 
[Geo.  Francis  Lyon]  has  been  sent  from  Malta  to  join  him;  messages 
for  Arago,  Abel  and  the  Board  of  Longitude;  has  heard  from  Belzoni 
at  Thebes ;  the  colossal  head  has  been'  set  up  in  the  British  Museum ;  red 
snow;  incivility  of  Sir  Charles  Stuart;  it  was  yesterday  reported  to  the 
Prince  Regent  that  [the  Banknote  Commissioners]  are  in  hopes  of  success 
and  rely  on  a  machine  which  is  not  yet  perfected.  R.S.:  B.  71 


337.  Soho  Square  1819  June  19  *  Recommends  Sir  George  Staunton  who  is  visiting  Paris ; 

will  send  a  plant  of  the  passion-flower  for  Countess  Rumford.  R.S.:  B.  72 


338.  Soho  Square  [1819]  June  19  *  Directions  for  payment  of  an  account  for  the  Board  of 

Longitude ;  the  new  metal  Cadmium ;  Kater  is  setting  out  with  his 
pendulum  for  Shetland  and  Norway;  the  discovery-ships  sailed  on  5th 
May  and  made  observations  in  Shetland  which  differ  from  the  blunders 
of  Olinthus  Gregory;  Cuvier’s  neglect;  he  was  not  at  the  last  meeting  of 
R.S.  or  at  the  club;  is  anxious  to  hear  of  Ritchie’s  departure,  the  Dey 
having  already  made  preparations  for  his  journey;  Lysons  has  returned, 
delighted  at  his  reception  by  the  French;  a  hot  dry  spell  and  its  effects  on 
crops,  etc. ;  rumours  of  mutiny  in  the  discovery-ships  are  unfounded ; 
Sir  George  Staunton  will  visit  Bl.  next  week.  R.S.:  B.  73 
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339.  Soho  Square  [1819]  Sept.  3*  Sends  Lord  Liverpool’s  letter;  has  no  doubt  every 

reasonable  indulgence  will  be  granted  to  the  observations.  R.S.:  B.  74 

340.  Soho  Square  [1819]  Sept.  4  *  He  sent  yesterday  Lord  Liverpool’s  answer  to  his  letter 

concerning  Biot  and  Arago ;  has  seen  Mudge  who  reports  that  no  objection 
will  be  made  to  the  use  of  the  flagstaff  of  Dover  Castle  where  Roy’s  lights 
were  exhibited,  and  of  the  co-operation  of  the  engineers  of  the  garrison ; 
Mudge  will  not  arrive  at  Dunkirk  till  the  end  of  the  month.  R.S.:  B.  75 

341.  Soho  Square  1819  Sept.  6*  Has  sent  Bl.’s  letter  to  [Davies]  Gilbert  as  the  account 

of  the  experiments  with  steam  would  amuse  him,  and  lead  to  a  discussion 
on  the  superiority  of  Wulf’s  engines;  Gilbert  will  visit  Paris;  death  of 
Watt;  no  scientific  news;  the  harvest;  is  about  to  send  plants  for  Countess 
Rumford;  news  has  been  brought  by  the  whalers  of  the  position  of  the 
discovery-ships;  rumour  that  Ritchie  is  very  ill;  news  of  the  expedition 
was  last  sent  by  Lyon  from  Seckno;  has  no  confidence  in  Bowdich’s 
capacity  to  conduct  pendulum  observations;  Fisher  is  likely  to  offer  his 
services.  R.S.:  B.  76 

342.  Soho  Square  1819  Sept.  28  *  Has  sent  a  box  of  living  plants  to  Countess  Rumford; 

sends  by  M.  Carre  the  fruits  of  the  Sweet  Calabash  or  Passion  Fruit 
from  the  garden  at  Revesby;  Sir  William  Congreve  has  taken  a  patent  for 
increasing  the  power  of  fire  by  means  of  limestone  in  fuel,  will  send  his 
pamphlet;  thanks  Bl.  for  sending  Don  Juan  of  which  and  its  author  he  has 
a  low  opinion;  Humboldt  credits  the  decimal  system  not  to  the  Chinese 
but  to  the  Hindus ;  artificial  diamonds ;  Englishmen  who  have  money  have 
retired  to  the  country,  those  who  have  not,  to  France,  “they  call  Boulogne 
Newgate,  Calais  King’s  Bench  and  Brussels  .  .  .  Botany  Bay”;  attacks  on 
manufactories  are  decreasing;  has  no  news  of  Ritchie  since  April. 

R.S.:  B.  77 

343.  Soho  Square  [1819]  Sept.  30  *  News  has  been  received  from  Lyon  that  the  party  has 

reached  Merzuc  [Murzuk],  but  Ritchie  has  been  very  ill;  sends  Congreve’s 
pamphlet;  Salt’s  Egyptian  antiquities  will  arrive  soon.  R.S.:  B.  78 

344.  Soho  Square  1819  Oct.  11  *  The  remarkable  plant  from  Sumatra  sent  home  by  Sir  S. 

Raffles;  Bauer  is  drawing  it  and  Brown  is  examining  it,  but  cannot  refer 
it  to  any  known  family ;  has  received  papers  from  Kater  and  sent  them  to 
Gilbert  and  is  tired  of  the  business;  France  seems  to  care  more  for  credit 
than  for  the  advancement  of  science ;  thinks  the  gold  plate  from  Alexandria 
a  hoax;  Shetland  is  to  be  joined  trigonometrically  to  Scotland;  Mudge  and 
Gregory’s  publication;  Davy  is  setting  out  for  Naples  with  an  assistant  to 
unroll  papyri;  can  procure  a  thoroughbred  Newfoundland  puppy;  Kater 
has  begun  work;  Bowdich  has  published  an  attack  on  his  employers  for 
refusing  to  re-engage  him;  Fisher  has  made  observations  in  Orkney; 
no  further  news  of  the  discovery-ships.  R.S.:  B.  79 

345.  Spring  1819  Oct.  20  *  Cannot  understand  the  attitude  of  the  French  in  regard 

Grove  to  the  publication  of  the  triangulation  tables ;  Gilbert  is  bringing  the  matter 

before  the  Council  of  the  R.S. ;  sends  a  drawing  of  Spring  Grove  and  more 
Passion  fruits;  success  of  his  fruit  treated  with  bone-manure;  has  had 
great  success  with  a  new  kind  of  strawberry;  has  abundance  of  grapes 
from  which  he  intends  to  make  wine;  fossil  deer  found  in  the  Isle  of  Man; 
[Nathaniel]  Pearce  of  Abyssinia  has  reached  Egypt;  his  collections  of  birds 
and  plants  have  been  given  to  the  British  Museum.  R.S.:  B.  80 
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346.  [Spring 
Grove] 


1819  Nov.  2  *  His  opinion  of  the  French  attitude  to  the  printing  of  the 
tables  was  not  derived  from  anything  communicated  by  Bl.  but  by  his  own 
observations;  expects  Gilbert  as  soon  as  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Longitude,  which  he  will  attend ;  his  wine  is  now  in  cask  and  he 
expects  it  will  be  like  champagne.  R.S.:  B.  81 

347.  Soho  Square  1819  Nov.  9  *  The  inscription  on  the  gold  plate  from  Egypt  [ see  No.  344] 

has  been  published  and  is  uninteresting ;  Pond  has  been  seriously  ill ;  the 
drawing  of  Spring  Grove  is  by  Rudge;  alterations  since  it  was  made;  will 
send  plants  for  Madame  Berthollet  and  Lady  Rumford;  the  R.S.  has  re¬ 
opened;  Sir  E.  Home’s  Croonian  Lecture;  Sir  W.  Congreve’s  invention 
has  not  been  tried,  but  Wollaston  alone  is  inclined  to  support  it;  neither 
Brown,  Bauer  nor  B.  can  determine  the  affinities  of  the  gigantic  flower 
[sent  by  Raffles]  and  suspect  it  may  be  a  parasite;  no  news  of  the  Polar 
Expedition;  the  northern  whale  fishery.  R.S.:  B.  82 

348.  Soho  Square  1819  Nov.  16  *  Has  sent  strawberry  plants  for  Madame  Berthollet  and 

Countess  Rumford;  the  R.S.  elections  are  approaching,  “I  always  feel 
uneasy  at  again  offering  myself  as  a  Candidate  this  year,  if  I  am  again 
elected  it  will  be  the  42nd  time,  enough  I  think  to  satisfy  the  ambition  of 
any  man”;  Gerard  has  arrived  with  a  letter  from  Delambre  and  will  be 
given  every  facility;  his  object  is  to  study  gas-lighting.  R.S.:  B.  83 

349.  Soho  Square  1819  Dec.  3  *  Has  been  unanimously  re-elected  President  of  R.S.,  ‘‘I 

have  now  presided  41  years  I  hope  not  uselessly”  ;  Gilbert  has  returned  and 
will  lay  the  matter  of  printing  the  tables  before  the  new  Council  and 
intends  to  visit  Paris  in  the  spring ;  an  Egyptian  statue  of  red  sandstone  has 
arrived  [at  the  British  Museum] ;  has  sent  Biot  Phil.  Trans,  containing 
Rater’s  pendulum  observations;  has  asked  Brande  to  give  Gerard  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  gas  lights  at  Apothecaries  Hall;  sugar  made  from  rags; 
phosphorescence  of  healing  wounds;  [William]  Clift  ( q.v .)  has  arrived 
from  Paris  delighted  at  the  civilities  he  received;  impurity  of  the  water  of 
the  Seine;  bad  state  of  the  streets.  R.S.:  B.  84 

350.  Soho  Square  1819  Dec.  7  *  Countess  Rumford’s  project  of  having  a  Sevres  vase  made 

illustrating  episodes  in  B.’s  career;  ‘‘I  do  not  feel  as  if  Vanity  was  a  pro¬ 
minent  tree  [trait]  in  my  character  but  were  I  to  employ  an  artist  to  make  a 
drawing  of  my  room  next  the  Library,  with  my  Fauteuil,  including  my 
Battered  Carcase,  I  should  at  once  stand  convicted  of  a  Crime  of  which  I 
feel  innocent”;  inaccuracies  in  the  episodes  proposed  for  the  other  side 
of  the  vase;  begs  Bl.  to  dissuade  her  from  the  project;  recipe  for  Semen 
Colchici;  Parliament  and  the  disaffected  reformers.  R.S.:  B.  85 


351.  Soho  Square  1819  Dec.  20  *  Severe  frost  and  damage  to  gardens;  Gilbert  is  not  yet 

ready  to  bring  the  printing  of  the  French  tables  before  the  Council  of  R.S., 
until  he  has  visited  Paris ;  an  article  in  the  Moniteur  on  African  exploration ; 
believes  Bowdich  to  be  the  Englishman  referred  to  in  it ;  is  promoting  the 
establishment  of  an  Observatory  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  [Belzoni’s] 
alabaster  sarcophagus ;  the  Pasha  is  to  levy  a  tax  on  exported  antiquities  ; 
‘‘our  mechanic  Levellers”  and  their  sabotage;  hopes  Bl.  softened  his 
comments  to  Countess  Rumford  on  her  proposed  compliment,  but  hopes 
he  has  dissuaded  her;  a  new  variety  of  peach;  young  Herschel’s  paper 
at  R.S.,  and  the  polarization  of  light.  R.S. :  B.  86 
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352.  Soho  Square  1820  Jan.  1  *  He  has  sent  Phil.  Trans,  for  Biot  by  Dr.  Roche,  a  friend 

of  Leach;  composition  of  gas  used  for  lighting;  full  information  on  the 
subject  has  been  given  to  Gerard;  has  had  letters  from  Ritchie  and  Lyon; 
the  former  has  recovered,  but  will  not  begin  his  great  journey  until  May 
or  June;  an  Egyptian  statue  sent  by  Salt;  arbitrary  action  of  the  Dutch  in 
the  East  Indian  islands;  Newfoundland  dogs;  no  news  yet  of  the  Arctic 
Expedition,  but  hopes  they  have  passed  out  of  Baffin’s  Bay  into  the  polar 
basin ;  Herschel’s  paper  was  approved  by  Biot  and  gave  general  satisfaction ; 
preparation  of  Colchicum  root  and  wine.  R.S.:  B.  87 

353.  Soho  Square  1 820  Jan.  18  *  Regrets  the  non-arrival  of  Phil.  Trans,  sent  for  Biot ;  sends 

another  copy  for  Bl.  to  deliver;  destructive  effect  of  frost  on  vegetables, 
“the  cabbage  tribe  is  almost  annihilated  &  Covent  Garden  Market  a 
desert”;  had  many  communications  from  Gen.  Humphries  last  year,  in 
one  letter  he  promised  to  send  a  drawing  [of  the  sea  serpent],  but  it  did  not 
arrive;  his  widow  has  sent  some  American  journals  which  affirm  its  re¬ 
appearance;  has  long  been  satisfied  of  its  existence;  Home  has  had  gout, 
but  finds  Colchicum  less  successful  as  a  cure,  and  has  now  mastered  the 
disease;  his  other  Vice-President  also  having  gout,  he  has  been  obliged 
to  take  the  Chair  at  R.S.,  but  has  not  otherwise  left  the  house  during  the 
frost;  has  taken  steps  to  place  Kater’s  calculations  in  Biot’s  hands. 

R.S.:  B.  88 

1820  Feb.  8  *  The  death  of  the  King  and  the  indisposition  of  George  IV 
have  brought  scientific  affairs  to  a  standstill;  R.S.  will  reassemble  after 
the  funeral  next  week;  a  man  named  Wronski  has  applied  to  him  for  leave 
to  have  150  manuscripts  and  his  instruments  imported  free  of  duty; 
believes  he  is  a  visionary  in  science,  but  would  like  some  information  as  to 
his  reputation  in  France;  the  price  of  oil  for  the  manufacture  of  gas; 
has  heard  from  Lyon  of  the  plundering  expeditions  from  Fezzan,  which 
place  watchmen  at  the  wells  to  give  timely  warning  of  the  approach  of 
soldiers ;  a  new  Bey  of  Murzuk  is  to  be  appointed  who  will  resume  ordinary 
trade  as  being  more  profitable  than  the  predatory  raids;  Ritchie  was  well 
when  this  letter,  dated  19  Oct.,  was  sent;  the  treaty  ceding  Java  to  the 
Dutch;  has  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  the  Sea  Serpent,  of  which  Gen. 
Humphries  promised  a  drawing  and  pamphlet,  which  did  not  arrive 
owing  to  his  death;  the  temperature  in  his  garden  has  been  40  below  zero, 
with  great  damage  to  vegetables;  Gilbert  has  postponed  his  visit  to  Paris 
until  after  the  General  Election;  severe  illness  of  George  IV ;  Lady  Banks 
is  sending  two  vases  to  Mile.  Vaucelle,  Cuvier’s  daughter-in-law. 

R.S.:  B.  89 

1820  Feb.  23  *  Has  just  learned  from  the  Colonial  Office  of  the  death  of 
Ritchie;  thanks  for  information  about  Wronski,  whom  he  has  refused  to 
see,  though  Young,  Kater  and  Gilbert  are  friendly  to  him,  and  at  their 
request  has  obtained  leave  for  him  to  carry  his  baggage  back  to  France 
unopened  and  free  of  duty;  he  and  the  others  have  raised  £40  to  enable 
Wronski  to  return,  “which  he  must  do  or  not  receive  the  money”;  has 
heard  from  Davy  that  an  eruption  of  Vesuvius  has  given  him  the 
opportunity  of  many  chemical  experiments  on  liquid  lava;  Davy  has  had 
great  success  in  unrolling  papyri ;  the  Journal  de  Chimie  refutes  Congreve’s 
theory  that  lime  increases  the  heat  of  fuel ;  C.  states  that  the  owner  of  a 


354.  Soho  Square 


355.  Soho  Square 
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steam-engine  has  applied  to  him  for  a  licence  to  use  his  fuel,  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  coal  without  lime  being  io  tons  a  day,  and  with  it  only  3J. 

R.S.:  B.  90 

356.  Soho  Square  1820  Mar.  1  *  Two  Newfoundland  puppies  are  being  sent  to  Paris  in 

charge  of  a  passenger  who  will  take  care  of  them;  the  Lancashire  black 
drops  prepared  from  opium  resemble  morphine  and  produce  the  same 
effects  of  depression.  R.S.:  B.  91 

BLAGRAVE,  Thomas  Ward  (1762-1797  +  ).  Attorney- at- Law 

1.  Thavies  Inn  1797  Jan.  18  Sends  list  of  the  sums  subscribed  and  paid  by  each  sub¬ 

scriber  of  the  Lincolnshire  Defence  Subscription;  to  bring  it  up  to  date 
he  has  obtained  information  from  the  Lincoln  Bank  and  Messrs.  Smith, 
Payne  &  Smith  of  the  sums  received  by  them.  Lindsey,  ix.  3.  18 

2.  Thavies  Inn  1797  Jan.  21  Sends  the  accounts  of  the  Lincolnshire  Defence  Sub¬ 

scription  made  out  by  the  Treasurer  [Joshua]  Scrope  ( q.v.)\  Scrope  is 
distressed  for  having  made  himself  answerable  for  the  equipment  of  the 
new  troop  of  [Thomas]  Coltman  ( q.v .) ;  when  this  is  paid  there  will  be  no 
balance  left;  trusts  that  the  County  will  raise  a  further  subscription 
rather  than  let  Scrope  be  a  loser;  Scrope  desires  B.  to  write  to  Coltman 
on  the  subject,  and  also  requests  him  to  raise  not  more  than  50  men. 

Lindsey.  11.  3.  16 


BLAIKIE,  Thomas  (1750-1838).  Gardener  and  Botanist 

1.  Paris  1777  Dec.  6  Sends  corrections  to  the  classification  of  plants  in  his  Paris 

catalogue;  is  trying  to  procure  the  species  desired  by  B.;  his  conditions 
of  employment  in  Paris  are  unsatisfactory.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  67 

2.  Paris  1780  Feb.  18  Has  collected  Fungi  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris;  sends  list  of 

species  in  11  numbered  parcels.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  86-87 


3.  Paris  1780  Apl.  6  Has  not  heard  from  B.  of  the  arrival  of  his  parcels  of  Fungi; 

if  they  are  lost,  will  endeavour  to  collect  other  specimens;  sends  drawing 
of  a  tree  which  has  flowered  in  France  for  the  first  time;  recommends  the 
bearer,  who  has  been  employed  in  the  Paris  Botanic  Garden  for  two  years. 
[Not  named.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  91 


BLAKEY,  William  (fl.  1780-1793).  Miscellaneous  Writer 

1  •  —  1792  May  30  Sends  prospectus  of  a  work  of  utility  to  mines  and  manu¬ 

factories  (not  named),  also  a  work  on  standard  measures  which  he  sub¬ 
mitted  to  B.  in  1790,  and  which  is  more  exact  than  the  methods  of  the 
French  academicians.  [Letters  on  an  Universal  Measure  in  Solids  as  in 
Fluids,  founded  on  two  Elementary  Standards,  London,  1790.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  70 

BLANCHARD,  John.  Schoolmaster  and  Meteorologist 

1.  Nottingham  1805  Feb.  1  Asks  for  rainfall  records;  approves  B.’s  plan  for  having  a 
series  of  recording  stations  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  but  sees 
difficulties  in  carrying  it  into  effect.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  300 

BLAND  FORD,  Marquis  of — See  Churchill,  George  Spencer. 


BLANE,  Sir  Gilbert,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1749-1834).  Physician 

1.  Soho  Square  1801  Jan.  3  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  able  answer  to  Dr.  Currie  (q.v.); 

hopes  he  will  not  be  troubled  further  with  his  correspondence. 

N.M.M.  38  MS.  9833 


BLANKETT,  John  (d.  1801).  Naval  Officer 

1.  —  I79° —  Comments  on  the  theory  of  Trade  Winds  “as  received  from  Dr. 

Halley”,  and  proposes  a  correspondence  (i.e.  recording)  at  such  places  as 
are  most  conveniently  situated  for  meteorological  observations  in  order  to 
work  out  a  complete  theory.  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  7 

BLAXLAND,  Gregory  (1778-1853).  Australian  Settler  and  Explorer 

1.  Brush  Farm  1816  Nov.  10  Describes  his  expeditions  in  1813  to  penetrate  the  Blue 
[near  Sydney]  Mountains  and  reach  the  interior;  from  the  first  attempt  with  three 
Europeans,  two  natives  and  a  baggage-horse  he  had  to  return  because  of 
the  illness  of  one  of  the  party;  on  the  second  attempt,  he  travelled  by  boat 
up  the  Western  River  as  far  as  possible,  and  decided  that  if  he  could  reach 
the  high  land  on  the  north  bank;  then  follow  the  same  directions  as  before, 
the  interior  would  be  reached;  the  Governor  [Macquarie]  approved  but 
offered  no  assistance ;  he  set  out  with  two  companions  [Lawson  and  Went¬ 
worth],  four  European  servants  and  four  horses  and  succeeded  in  finding 
a  passage  between  the  rocks;  refers  for  the  details  to  his  journal  [Journal 
of  a  Tour  of  Discovery  across  the  Blue  Mountains] ;  he  has  received  no 
credit  from  the  Governor  and  has  memorialized  Lord  Bathurst  without 
result,  asks  B.  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  H.M.  Ministers. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8958.  1-3 


BLIGH  ( nee  BETH  AM),  Elizabeth  (1752  ?-i8i2).  Wife  of  William  Bligh.  [See  also  Addenda) 
1.  Durham  PI.,  1795  Dec.  5  Asks  B.  to  use  his  influence  to  recommend  her  husband  for 
Lambeth  the  vacancy  at  Greenwich  Hospital  caused  by  the  death  of  Capt.  Hunt. 

D.T.C.  9.  321-322 


2.  Durham  PL,  1808  Jan.  14  Rumours  have  reached  her  that  her  husband  has  been 
Lambeth  superseded  in  the  Governorship  of  New  South  Wales;  asks  if  these 

reports  are  true  and  begs  for  B.’s  interest  in  his  favour. 

D.T.C.  17.  94-95 


3.  Durham  PL,  1808  Jan.  25  Gives  B.  two  drawings  sent  home  by  her  husband;  also 
Lambeth  encloses  letter  from  Rear  Adm.  Isaac  Coffin  relating  to  the  charges  against 

Governor  Bligh.  D.T.C.  17.  104-106 


4.  [Durham  PL,  1808  Feb.  1  Encloses  draft  of  a  memorial  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 

Lambeth]  respecting  the  charges  made  against  Governor  Bligh.  D.T.C.  17.  no 

5.  Durham  PL,  1808  Dec.  21  Thanks  B.  for  returning  the  account  of  the  trial  of  John 

Lambeth  Macarthur  [in  Sydney,  at  which  he  was  acquitted] ;  Capt.  Skelton  of  the 

whaler  Ferret  states  that  on  24th  May  [1807]  the  Edinburgh  Castle  arrived 
at  Norfolk  Island,  sent  by  [Col.  G.]  Johnston  to  bring  away  officers,  etc., 
and  to  evacuate  the  Island  on  orders  sent  from  England ;  has  heard  a 
rumour  that  Gen.  [Miles]  Nightingall  has  been  appointed  Governor  in 
place  of  her  husband,  and  asks  if  there  is  any  truth  in  this  report. 

D.T.C.  17.  245-246 


Bligh,  Elizabeth,  continued 

6.  Soho  Square  1808  Dec.  24  *  He  does  not  know  that  anyone  has  actually  been  nomin¬ 

ated  Governor;  he  does  not  think  that  Bligh  will  be  permitted  to  retain 
his  post  although  nothing  yet  brought  to  light  has  created  prejudice  against 
him;  the  colony  is  now  being  controlled  by  the  military  as  it  is  found 
difficult  to  obtain  obedience  to  a  sailor.  D.T.C.  17.  247-248 

7.  Durham  PI.,  1809  Mar.  30  Informs  B.  that  Capt.  Brooks  of  Rose  was  forced  to  take 

Lambeth  on  board  John  Blaxland  [a  colonist  who  opposed  Bligh],  and  a  Mr. 

Simmonds,  “who  calls  himself  captain  of  the  Porpoise ”;  the  former  has 
been  transferred  to  Trunck  and  the  latter  confined  in  a  man-of-war  as  a 
deserter;  some  of  Bligh’s  papers  were  found  on  Blaxland;  Bligh  will  not 
leave  the  colony  until  ordered  by  proper  authority  from  England;  Capt. 
Brooks  has  several  letters  from  Bligh  to  deliver.  D.T.C.  17.  289-290 

8.  Durham  PI.,  1809  Apl.  11  Is  still  expecting  the  arrival  of  Rose  with  the  India  fleet; 

Lambeth  she  wishes  to  send  some  supplies  to  her  husband  but  does  not  yet  know 

whether  he  is  leaving  the  colony  or  not.  D.T.C.  17.  293 


BLIGH,  William, 
1.  Bounty, 
Spithead 


2.  Bounty, 
Spithead 

3.  Moor  Place, 
Lambeth 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  [London] 


6.  Near  St. 
Helena 


7.  Durham 


/ 


Place 


F.R.S.  (1754-1817).  Naval  Officer 

1 787  Nov.  5  Has  arrived  from  Gravesend  after  meeting  with  bad  weather ; 
is  pleased  with  the  ship  and  the  officers,  except  the  Surgeon,  “whose 
indolence  and  corpulency  render  him  rather  unfit  for  the  voyage”;  details 
the  route  he  intends  to  follow.  D.T.C.  5.  278-280 

1787  Dec.  3  His  departure  and  progress  are  still  hindered  by  contrary 
winds  and  foul  weather;  has  come  through  the  Needles  and  anchored. 

D.T.C.  5.  286 

1790  Oct.  24  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  honourably  acquitted  by 

Court  Martial  respecting  the  loss  of  Bounty,  has  waited  upon  Lord 
Chatham  who  has  assured  him  of  promotion  when  he  has  seen  the  King; 
he  is  to  be  presented  to  H.M.  in  a  few  days,  and  hopes  to  be  promoted 
Post  Captain;  personnel  of  the  Court  Martial.  D.T.C.  7.  170-171 

[1790]  Dec. 20  [Note  written  in  B.’s  house  in  his  absence  and  left  there 
for  him.]  Is  pleased  to  tell  B.  that  he  has  received  his  promotion  “through 
your  most  friendly  &  kind  exertions’/,  will  attend  Lord  Chatham  to¬ 
morrow  and  afterwards  call  upon  B.  D.T.C.  7.  183 

1791  Feb.  23  A  ship  has  been  purchased  at  Blackwall  [ Providence ]  for 
his  intended  voyage,  and  a  small  vessel  to  serve  as  tender  has  been  reported 
on;  is  going  to  Blackwall  to  direct  the  fitting-out  of  the  ship. 

D.T.C.  7.  202 

1792  Dec.  16-25  Is  on  his  return  voyage;  “I  give  you  joy  of  the  success 

of  your  Plants.  I  am  happily  arrived  with  a  beautiful  collection”;  gives 
particulars  of  the  voyage;  arrived  at  Otaheite  9  Apl.  and  left  18  July  with 
a  large  cargo  of  bread-fruit  and  other  plants;  arrived  at  Kupang  2  Oct., 
taking  mangoes,  etc.,  on  board  and  sailed  16  Oct. ;  the  losses  of  the  plants 
have  been  great  but  the  gardeners  have  done  their  duty;  picked  up  part 
of  the  crew  of  the  whaler  Matilda  of  London,  wrecked  on  a  shoal ;  arrived 
St.  Helena,  17  Dec.  and  planted  some  of  the  plants  there;  sends  this  letter 
by  Capt.  Elphinstone  of  Atalanta.  D.T.C.  8.  127-136 

1793  Oct.  30  Is  perplexed  by  Lord  Chatham’s  strange  attitude  in  refusing 
to  see  him,  although  the  interview  had  been  arranged ;  replies  to  charges  by 
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Fletcher  Christian’s  brother;  the  Duke  of  Clarence  visited  his  ship  and 
paid  high  compliments ;  the  plants  at  St.  Helena  and  the  West  Indies  are 
flourishing.  D.T.C.  8.  270-272 

8.  Durham  1794  Sept.  9  Sends  B.  papers  relating  to  the  charges  brought  against 
Place  him  [by  Edward  Christian,  the  mutineer  Fletcher  Christian’s  brother, 

Professor  of  Law  at  the  H.E.I.  Co.  College  at  Haileybury]. 


9.  Durham 
Place 


10.  Calcutta,  at 
Leith 


11.  Calcutta, 
Yarmouth 
Roads 


D.T.C.  9.  1 03-1 04 

1794  Oct.  2  Thanks  B.  for  the  attention  he  has  given  to  the  papers; 
Nicol  [Dr.,  later  Sir,  John  Nicholl,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  afterwards  Judge  of 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty],  will  give  his  opinion  in  a  few  days. 

D.T.C.  9.  109 

1 795  Oct.  19  He  should  have  sailed  to  the  Orkneys  to  convoy  home  the 

N.-W.  ships  under  Capt.  Lechmere  in  Jupiter,  but  mutiny  having  broken 
out  in  Defiance,  commanded  by  Sir  George  Home,  he  was  sent  with  the 
military  to  restore  order.  D.T.C.  9.  303-305 

1795  Dec.  25  Reports  that  the  weather  has  been  less  tempestuous  than 
of  late ;  was  grounded  at  low  water  and  lay  off  for  two  hours  and  a  half ; 
considers  the  North  Buoy  of  the  Brake  wrongly  placed;  sailed  to  join 
Adm.  Duncan  off  Texel,  but  could  not  find  him;  returning  to  the  Downs, 
bad  weather  compelled  shelter  in  Yarmouth  Roads;  a  timber-ship  was  on 
fire  close  to  his  vessel,  but  by  cutting  their  cables  Calcutta  and  Albion 
escaped  damage;  has  given  [Aaron]  Arrowsmith  charts  of  the  new  dis¬ 
coveries  and  has  desired  him  to  call  the  islands  N.  of  New  Hebrides  in 
honour  of  B.  [Banks  Islands,  a  group  of  17  in  the  S.  Pacific.] 


D.T.C.  9.  333-335 


12.  Calcutta,  at 
Blackstates 


13.  Director, 
Yarmouth 
Roads 


14.  Director, 
Chatham 


15.  Warrior , 
Torbay 


1796  Jan.  7  Has  received  his  commission  for  Director,  64-guns,  at  Chat¬ 
ham;  “Lord  Spencer  has  not  only  given  me  the  ship,  but  all  my  officers 
and  men  to  be  turned  over  as  soon  as  I  clear  the  Calcutta” ;  solicits  B.’s 
interest  to  procure  appointment  at  Greenwich  Hospital  should  any  future 
vacancy  occur.  D.T.C.  10.  (1).  1-2 

1796  Sept.  16  The  fleet  has  endeavoured  to  bring  in  the  Dutch  squadron ; 
was  sent  to  observe  the  latter’s  motions;  they  were  apparently  ready  for 
sea,  19  sail  and  3  brigs;  Nicol  (sic)  has  sent  a  pamphlet  called  “Christian’s 
Letters”.  [ See  above  Nos.  9,  10.];  “is  it  possible  that  wretch  can  be  at 
Cadiz  and  that  he  has  had  intercourse  with  his  brother,  that  Sixpenny 
Professor,  who  has  more  Law  about  him  than  honor?”;  is  now  getting 
ready  for  sea,  but  unless  the  Dutch  come  out,  will  remain  for  a  month ; 
hears  rumours  of  a  Spanish  war.  D.T.C.  10.  (1).  71-72 

1800  June  10  Compares  practical  with  theoretical  knowledge  of  seaman¬ 
ship  ;  has  made  every  effort  to  correct  existing  charts  owing  to  the  dangers 
of  the  voyage  to  St.  Helena;  is  now  at  Chatham  for  repairs  to  his  ship 
which  will  require  four  months  and  hopes  his  ship’s  company  will  not  be 
dispersed.  D.T.C.  12.  78-80 

1805  Mar.  7  The  charges  against  him  at  the  Court  Martial  [tyranny, 
unofficer- like  conduct  and  ungentlemanly  behaviour  to  one  of  his  Lieu¬ 
tenants]  ;  Adm.  Collingwood  is  preparing  for  foreign  service,  destination 
unknown,  with  Mars,  Illustrious,  Tonnant  and  Minotaur ;  Lord  Gardner 
is  to  supersede  Adm.  Cornwallis;  has  heard  from  Marsden  [Sec.  Ad¬ 
miralty]  that  Lieutenants  can  be  removed.  D.T.C.  15.  31 1-3 12 


Bligh,  William,  continued 

1805  Sept.  3  Is  dissatisfied  with  the  conditions  of  his  appointment  as 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales;  he  can  foresee  dangers  of  dual  control  in 
the  colony.  D.T.C.  16.  1 3 1— 133 

1805  Sept.  17  *  He  is  seriously  concerned  at  the  idea  of  abandoning 
naval  government  of  New  South  Wales  and  of  Bligh  going  as  a  civil 
governor;  asks  him  to  call  upon  Nepean  and  Cooke  for  advice. 

D.T.C.  16.  134-135 

1 805  Oct.  5  He  has  found  daily  attendance  at  public  offices  very  fatiguing ; 

Lord  St.  Vincent  is  indignant  about  the  terms  of  the  governorship. 

D.T.C.  16.  140-141 

1805  Nov.  7]  Sends  an  abstract  of  the  official  despatch  on  the  Battle  of 
Trafalgar;  he  adds:  “poor  Lord  Nelson  I  hear  was  dresst  in  his  full 
uniform  &  aimed  at”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  39672.  10-11 

1805  Dec.  24  Discusses  further  the  unsatisfactory  policy  of  the  Admir¬ 
alty  regarding  his  status;  he  has  just  heard  that  the  convoy  will  be  detained 
until  further  orders  on  account  of  the  enemy  having  put  to  sea. 

D.T.C.  16.  1 75—177 

1807  Nov.  5  Thanks  B.  for  his  disinterested  advice;  comments  on  the 
state  of  the  colony  under  King’s  governorship;  King  was  wont  to  show 
irritation  at  letters  and  consultations,  but  “I  began  my  government  as  I 
shall  end  it,  polite  and  attentive  to  everyone”;  disapproval  of  Blaxland’s 
conduct  and  wild  commercial  schemes;  his  duties  are  very  arduous. 

D.T.C.  17.  64-68 

22.  Soho  Square  1808  Aug  25  *  His  reply  has  been  delayed  through  ill-health;  misconduct 

of  Capt.  Short  [with  whom  Bligh  quarrelled  during  the  voyage  to  N.S.W.] ; 
declining  health  and  infirmities  prevent  him  from  interesting  himself  as 
deeply  as  formerly  in  colonial  affairs;  pressure  of  work  on  the  Privy 
Council  has  delayed  the  settlement  of  the  colony  and  public  business  is 
harassed  by  the  Opposition;  King  has  arrived  in  good  health,  bringing 
many  valuable  plants,  but  regrets  that  those  collected  by  Brown  were 
left  behind  through  Caley’s  obstinacy)  “I  am  much  alterd  since  you  saw 
me,  grown  older  &  much  more  infirm,  I  think  I  shall  not  last  much  longer. 
I  thank  God  I  have  had  a  long  and  happy  life  &  am  quite  willing  to  resign 
it.”  D.T.C.  17.  209-211 

23.  Hindostan,  1810  Aug.  n  The  102nd  Regiment  has  been  embarked  in  H.M.  ships 

Rio  de  Janeiro  Hindostan,  Porpoise  and  Dromedary,  they  left  Port  Jackson  12th  May  and 

arrived  here  25th  July;  the  weather  was  severe  round  Cape  Horn  and  the 
ships  need  repairs;  Collins  and  Paterson  have  died;  [Major  J.]  Foveaux 
was  permitted  to  separate  from  the  Regiment  and  sail  in  Experiment  for 
England;  Foveaux  is  hoping  to  be  appointed  Lieut. -Governor  of  the 
Derwent;  asks  B.  to  repel  any  influence  made  in  his  favour  previous  to 
Bligh’s  arrival ;  has  eight  men  with  him  who  will  testify  to  the  evils  of  the 
colony.  Hist.  Rec.  N.S.W.,  7.  404-405 

BLOCH,  Marcus  Eliezer  (1723-1799).  Zoologist 

1.  Berlin  1781  May —  Sends  the  first  two  parts  of  his  work  on  ichthyology  for 

R.S.  library.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  9 


16.  Durham 
Place 

17.  Revesby 
Abbey 


18.  Durham 
Place 

19.  [London 


20.  Lady 
Sinclair 
Spithead 

21.  Sydney 
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Bloch,  Marcus  Eliezer,  continued 

2.  Berlin  1781  June  2  Requests  B.  to  recommend  an  English  translator  for  his 


3.  Berlin 

work  on  fishes  and  to  collect  subscriptions  for  it,  or  to  recommend  a 
suitable  bookseller;  Pallas  is  about  to  undertake  a  new  journey  to  Siberia; 
Guldenstaert  is  dead  and  Farber  is  going  to  Russia.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  12-13 
1782  July  8  Sends  parts  and  plates  of  his  work  on  fishes  and  details  of 

subscription  terms.  [German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  10-11 

4.  Berlin 

1 782  Sept.  28  Hopes  B.  received  the  books  he  sent  by  way  of  Amsterdam ; 

excuses  himself  should  his  drawings  and  their  colours  be  not  quite  true  to 
nature,  but  the  material  is  never  fresh  by  the  time  it  reaches  him ;  promises 
to  send  a  sample  of  the  paper  suitable  for  taking  off  prints  from  copper. 
[German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  121 

5.  Berlin 

1783  Jan.  18  Informs  B.  that  his  work  will  be  translated  into  French; 

suggests  exchange  of  duplicates;  forthcoming  books;  news  of  Boddaert, 
Pallas,  Broussonet  and  Planta.  [German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  1 19-120 

6.  Berlin 

1784  Dec.  26  Returns  thanks  for  drawings  received  which  will  be 

included  in  his  work;  is  gratified  that  his  report  on  a  new  fish  will  be  read 
at  R.S.;  explains  seasonal  change  of  colour  which  accounts  for  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  the  illustrations;  describes  a  mineral  in  possession  of  a  dealer 
(who  demands  100  Ducats  for  it)  which  behaves  like  steel  in  fire,  and  can 
be  bent ;  turmalin  found  in  Hungary.  [German.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  218 

7.  Berlin 

1785  Oct.  6  Sends  bill  for  £2.  6s.  8 d. ;  if  R.S.  has  no  use  for  the  drawings 

sent,  requests  their  return ;  asks  B.  to  recommend  a  translator  for  his  works, 
for  which  he  believes  there  would  be  a  market,  and  offers  10%;  the  King 
of  Naples  has  granted  a  pension  to  the  Abbe  Fortis  for  his  discovery  of  a 
Saltpetre  mine.  [Note  by  B.  that  certain  plates  and  letterpress  of  Vol.  3 
of  the  work  on  German  fishes  have  not  been  received.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  219-220 

8.  Berlin 

1 785  Dec.  1 1  Hopes  B.  has  received  the  further  instalment  of  his  work  on 

fishes  sent  in  October;  fears  he  has  been  swindled  by  his  agent  who  has 
sent  neither  letters  nor  money;  asks  B.  if  he  will  allow  the  Secretary  [  ?  of 
R.S.]  to  undertake  his  business.  [German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  221 

9.  Berlin 

1790  Dec.  28  Sends  Vol.  7  of  his  work  on  fishes,  costing  £2;  discusses 

“Rana  paradoxa”  [Pseudis  p.]  Myxine  glutinosa  and  an  unknown  species 
of  lamprey.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  360 

10.  Berlin 

1791  Mar.  22  Thanks  B.  for  his  favourable  opinion  of  his  work  on  fishes 

and  his  remarks  on  ‘‘Rana  paradoxa”  [Pseudis  p.]  if  the  latter  are  worthy 
of  publication  by  R.S.  he  will  send  a  paper  thereon,  and  enquires  if  it 
should  be  written  in  Latin,  French  or  German;  suggests  plans  for  a  sub¬ 
scription  edition  of  his  work  in  England,  to  be  dedicated  to  B.  [French.] 
[Note  by  B.  that  this  scheme  is  impracticable,  as  ‘‘most  of  our  studious 

people  read  either  French  or  German”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  361 

BLOMEFIELD,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart.  (1744-1822) 

1.  Woolwich  1789  Aug.  20  Returns  thanks  for  the  Dutch  papers  sent;  is  making 
gun-trials,  which  though  severe,  seem  less  so  than  those  sustained  by 
field-pieces.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  359 


BLOUNT,  Joseph.  King’s  Ringer 

i.  [London  1803  May  — ]  He  and  his  companions,  the  King’s  Ringers,  of  St.  Mar¬ 

garet’s,  Westminster,  having  officiated  on  the  Installation  [of  Knights  of  the 
Bath,  of  19th  May],  they  request  a  bounty,  as  customary.  [Note  by  B., 
“I  told  them  that  as  they  had  Rang  for  us  all  together  &  one  Ringing 
had  sufficed  for  all  the  Knights  we  would  not  pay  them  separately  but  they 
should  have  a  Fee  for  their  Pains  from  our  Public  Purse”.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  53 


2.  Gottingen 


3.  Gottingen 


BLUMENBACH,  Johann  Friedrich,  F.R.S.  (1752-1841).  Anatomist  and  Anthropologist 
1.  Gottingen  1783  Jan.  30  Sends  account  of  the  freezing  experiments  asked  for  by  B., 
also  his  observations  on  plant  physiology;  is  noting  the  variations  in  the 
cortex  of  different  plants;  observations  on  the  reproduction  of  Conferva, 
with  diagrams;  the  Univ.  Museum  has  received  a  superb  collection  of 
[ethnographical]  “curiosities”  from  Cook’s  2nd  and  3rd  voyages,  but  has 
nothing  from  the  1st.  [ French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  6 

1786  Feb.  26  Is  very  grateful  for  the  memoirs  by  Hutchins,  Blagden  and 

Cavendish  which  Planta  brought  for  him ;  sends  B.  a  small  token  of  his 
profound  regard.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  226 

1787  June  20  Has  for  some  time  been  forming  a  collection  of  human 
skulls;  Baron  Asch  in  St.  Petersburg  has  sent  a  skeleton  and  four  skulls 
from  the  Tartar  nations;  desires  to  have  one  of  B.’s  skulls  from  the  South 
Seas;  Sibthorp  has  promised  one,  but  it  has  not  come;  if  B.  cannot  spare 
an  original,  would  like  a  cast  or  an  accurate  drawing.  [Notes  by  B.  of  his 
reply:  regrets  he  cannot  send  a  skull,  as  Hunter  and  Camper  have  them; 
has  asked  the  Capt.  and  surgeon  of  a  ship  about  to  sail  for  Otaheite  to 
collect  crania  for  him,  but  they  will  be  absent  for  two  and  a  half  years; 
feels  sure  that  Hunter  would  allow  him  to  have  a  cast  or  silhouette  made.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  383-384 
1787  Oct.  9  Thanks  B.  for  the  offer,  and  will  have  a  cast  or  silhouette, 
whichever  is  the  easier  to  obtain;  note  on  the  Tartar  skulls;  conveys 
thanks  to  Dryander  for  his  paper.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  385 

1789  Jan  17  Returns  thanks  for  Camper’s  plate  of  two  skulls,  and  for  B.’s 
offer  to  try  to  obtain  a  South  Sea  skull  or  a  cast  of  one ;  presents  his  work 
written  for  the  Jubilee  of  the  University  and  offers  to  send  any  of  the 
pamphlets  mentioned  in  it  if  B.  desires  them. 


4.  Berlin 


Berlin 


6.  Berlin 


7.  Gottingen 


8.  Gottingen 

9.  Gottingen 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  132 
1789  Aug.  9  Is  delighted  to  hear  that  the  “precious  skull”  is  in  the 
hands  of  Best  and  that  it  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible ;  suggests  that  the 
Mr.  Anderson  mentioned  by  B.  is  a  brother  of  the  surgeon  of  that  name; 
the  three  pamphlets  asked  for  are  being  sent ;  discusses  a  rare  disease  and 
other  scientific  topics.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  133 

1789  Nov  12  Informs  B.  of  the  arrival  of  a  Caribbean  skull;  discusses  its 
shape,  etc.,  and  compares  it  with  other  known  specimens. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 34-1 35 

1789  Dec.  22  Introduces  Dr.  Sulzer  ( q.v .)  from  Gotha  in  Saxony. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  259 

1790  Mar.  7  Returns  thanks  for  B.’s  promise  of  further  “exotic  skulls”, 
sends  description  of  the  First  Decade  of  his  collection ;  sends  also  some  of 


no 


Blumenbach,  Johann  Friedrich,  continued 

the  Gottingen  and  other  University  theses  relating  to  Botany  and  Natural 


io.  Gottingen 

History  and  promises  further  examples.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  260 

1790  June  9  Promises  to  send  B.  the  further  pamphlets  desired ;  deplores 

the  fate  of  Bounty  and  Guardian,  especially  as  entailing  the  loss  of  the 
skulls  promised  by  B. ;  is  writing  the  preface  and  annotations  for  a  German 
translation  of  Bruce’s  Voyage  to  Abyssinia  and  asks  whether  the  author 
has  really  seen  all  the  remarkable  places  he  describes  as  an  eye-witness; 
enquires  how  to  obtain  the  publications  of  the  African  Association. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  261-262 

ii.  Gottingen 

1790  June  21  Sends  list  of  pamphlets  from  his  own  library  which  he  is 

presenting  to  B.,  and  hopes  to  obtain  many  more  from  booksellers  and 
other  German  Universities.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  263 

12.  Gottingen 

1790  Sept.  22  Returns  thanks  for  the  second  Caribbean  skull  and  for 

B.’s  notes  about  Bruce’s  book,  which  confirm  his  opinion  and  that  of  other 
German  savants;  is  also  sending  the  pamphlets  in  B.’s  list,  paintings  of 
Saxon  Fungi  made  by  FI.  C.  Seyffert  in  1744,  specimen  of  Ranunculus 
with  his  own  description  and  the  first  part  of  his  researches  in  Natural 
History,  all  of  which  he  asks  B.  to  accept;  sends  also  advertisements  of 
prints  belonging  to  his  father-in-law,  Brandes  of  Hanover,  to  be  distributed 
to  those  likely  to  be  interested.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  264-265 

13.  Gottingen 

1790  Sept.  24  Sends  pamphlets  by  the  hand  of  Dr.  Stapfer  of  Berne, 

a  learned  young  divine  who  has  extensive  knowledge  of  Oriental  languages ; 
recommends  him  to  B.,  and  requests  his  assistance  in  obtaining  per¬ 
mission  to  study  Oriental  manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum,  especially 
versions  of  the  Bible.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  266 

14.  Gottingen 

1790  Dec.  12  Returns  thanks  for  the  “last  masterly  performance  of  the 

late  General  Roy”  ( q.v .)  and  also  for  introduction  to  Baron  de  Vay;  the 
latter  stayed  in  his  house  for  a  week  and  consulted  the  oculist  Richter, 
who  assures  him  that  his  eye-tumour  is  not  carcinomatous. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  267-268 

15.  Gottingen 

1791  Jan.  9  Returns  thanks  for  minerals  sent  by  B.;  seeks  information 

on  the  results  of  Wedgwood’s  analysis ;  sends  report  on  eclipse  of  the  moon 
by  Prof.  Seyffer,  who  asks  for  similar  reports  from  England  and  hopes  his 
observations  may  be  worthy  of  presentation  to  R.S. ;  is  grateful  for 
promise  of  more  skulls  from  the  South  Seas;  will  send  Bode’s  Ephemerides 
for  1793  and  1794.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  362-363 

16.  Gottingen 

1791  Feb.  14  Returns  thanks  for  Wedgwood’s  analysis  of  “Arena  Aus¬ 

tralis”  which  he  will  return ;  discusses  mineralogical  questions  and  theories ; 
refers  to  the  work  of  the  Hungarian  mineralogist  Tihavsky  and  of  Dr. 
Sulzer;  asks  for  further  list  of  works  desired  by  B.,  and  sends  translation 
and  original  work  by  Seyffer  on  volcanic  appearances  in  the  moon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  364-365 

17.  Gottingen 

1791  Apl.  14  Sends  books  and  pamphlets,  which  include  Hoffmann’s 

Flora  Germanica ,  a  dissertation  on  the  metamorphosis  of  plants  by  Goethe, 
notes  on  African  races  by  Niebuhr,  etc. ;  also  sends  new  ed.  of  his  own 
Elements  of  Natural  History;  asks  for  “new  volcanic  products  from 
Thibet”  and  for  minerals  from  Nootka  Sound,  and  for  a  tail  or  any  other 
part  of  a  sea-otter’s  skin;  offers  his  help  in  executing  any  commissions 
for  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  366-367 

hi 
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18.  Gottingen  1791  June  5  Returns  thanks  for  Kaempfer’s  posthumous  work  and  other 


19.  Gottingen 

gifts,  including  a  sea-otter’s  tail;  discusses  a  “botanical  imposture”;  is 
sending  reports  of  the  African  Assn,  to  Niebuhr;  complains  of  criticism 
in  the  English  reviews  of  his  pamphlet  on  birds;  sends  mineralogical 
specimens  from  Hungary;  announces  the  death  of  [Johann  Anders] 
Murray  (q-v.).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  368-370 

1791  July  4  Gives  particulars  of  additional  works  sent,  including  a 

pamphlet  by  Dr.  Faust  of  Buckeburg,  Westphalia,  against  the  wearing  of 
breeches  which  has  caused  a  great  sensation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  371-372 

20.  Gottingen 

1791  Aug.  26  Returns  thanks  for  mineral  specimens  from  St.  Helena, 

and  discusses  them;  is  sending  by  Planta  a  parcel  of  works  on  botany, 
mineralogy  and  natural  history.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  373 

21.  Gottingen 

1791  Nov.  1  Sends  news  of  forthcoming  scientific  publications  from 

Germany,  and  from  Persoon  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  announces  his 
own  visit  to  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  374 

22.  Gottingen 

1792  May  8  Thanks  B.  for  his  great  kindness  during  his  14  weeks’  stay 

in  London ;  is  now  arranging  notes  made  there  and  incorporating  them  in 
his  journal;  on  arriving  home  he  found  further  interesting  skulls  and  a 
skeleton  from  Russia  and  will  now  publish  a  second  Decade  of  his  collec¬ 
tion  of  racial  skulls,  including  the  skull  from  St.  Vincent  presented  by  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  8-9 

23.  Gottingen 

1793  Apl.  6  Sends  Hoffmann’s  and  several  other  pamphlets,  also  the 

second  Decade  of  his  own  work  containing  an  engraving  of  the  Carib. 
skull  presented  by  B. ;  sends  the  late  Prof.  Kohler’s  Catalogue  of  Ducats 
for  Miss  Banks;  his  friend  Dr.  Schopf  of  Anspach,  author  of  a  work  on 
turtles,  desires  any  information  B.  can  give  him  thereon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  114 

24.  Gottingen 

1793  July  10  Expresses  satisfaction  at  his  election  to  R.S.  [n  April]; 

sends  some  desiderata  from  B.’s  catalogue.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  115 

25.  Gottingen 

1793  Nov.  1  Returns  thanks  for  gift  of  skulls  from  New  Holland  and 

South  Seas  which  will  be  published  in  the  third  Decade  of  his  work  on 
skulls ;  discusses  anthropological  matters ;  promises  to  send  his  observations 
on  mummies,  which  when  translated  into  English  by  Planta,  he  hopes  B. 
will  communicate  to  R.S.  [It  was  publ.  in  Phil.  Trans.  84.  177-195.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  116-117 

26.  Gottingen 

1794  Jan.  8  Has  sent  by  messenger  a  package  containing  his  paper  on 

mummies,  some  pamphlets  and  some  medals,  etc.,  for  Miss  Banks;  sends 
a  drawing  of  three  types  of  Egyptian  mummies  and  drawings  of  a  soda 
crystal;  news  from  Best  that  he  hopes  soon  to  send  the  Tahitian  skull 
promised  by  B.  which  will  be  a  welcome  addition  to  his  forthcoming  new 
edition  of  De  Generis  Humani  Varietate,  etc.,  in  which  he  also  wishes  to 
include  a  portrait  of  Omai  after  those  of  Dance  or  Reynolds. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  213-214 

27.  Gottingen 

1794  Feb.  18  Returns  thanks  for  the  excellent  translation  of  his  paper  on 

mummies  and  asks  if  it  is  worthy  of  being  published  in  Phil.  Trans,  [see 
No.  25] ;  would  like  to  have  specimens  of  Terrnes,  of  bread-fruit  and  of 
Nile  sediment.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  215 
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28.  Gottingen  1794  Mar.  10  Is  delighted  with  the  Tahitian  skull;  during  his  stay  in 
London,  B.  allowed  him  to  make  copies  of  his  drawings  of  Hottentots, 
Fuegians,  etc.,  but  he  forgot  those  of  Tahitians;  asks  if  he  may  borrow  the 
latter,  or  have  copies  made  in  London ;  has  heard  that  news  from  Central 
Africa  has  come  through  Major  Houghton  and  Matra  ( q.v .) ;  is  anxious  for 
details  of  the  bodily  structure  of  the  natives;  Mrs.  Blumenbach  sends  a 
small  gift  of  a  special  Gottingen  victual.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  216-217 


29.  Gottingen 


30.  Gottingen 


31.  Gottingen 


32.  Gottingen 


33.  Gottingen 


34.  Gottingen 


35.  Gottingen 


8 — B.L. 


1794  June  29  Expresses  boundless  thanks  at  the  collection  of  “curiosities” 
sent  by  B.,  which  caused  visits  to  his  house  by  the  townspeople  for  a 
fortnight ;  especial  interest  was  aroused  by  the  bread-fruit ;  sends  a  parcel 
of  books  and  pamphlets ;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  his  paper  on  mummies  will 
be  printed  in  Phil.  Trans.  [Vol.  84.  177-195.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  218 

1 794  Sept.  24  Informs  B.  that  the  mass  of  iron  found  in  1 783  in  S.  America 
and  a  similar  lesser  mass  found  by  Pallas  in  Siberia  have  been  shown  by 
Dr.  Chladni  to  be  meteorites;  sends  his  book  on  the  subject;  mentions 
the  contention  of  Dr.  Witte  that  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  the  ruins  of 
Persepolis,  etc.,  are  nothing  but  basaltic  debris  of  volcanic  eruptions; 
preliminary  account  of  the  Russian  expedition  under  Billings  and  Bering 
and  its  results;  discussion  of  various  scientific  subjects;  asks  permission 
to  have  copies  made  of  ethnographical  portraits  in  B.’s  house. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  219-220 

1794  Dec.  28  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  reprints  of  his  paper  on 
mummies;  enquires  who  is  the  author  of  the  Hist,  of  Jamaica,  1774;  sends 
various  papers,  including  one  on  the  bones  of  a  fossil  bear,  and  a  complete 
set  of  Tychsen’s  numismatic  papers  and  others ;  has  received  some  red  wine 
from  Sydney  and  biscuit  from  Norfolk  Island. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  221-222 

1795  May  1  Hopes  B.  has  received  the  parcel  containing  Tychsen’s 

papers,  etc.;  will  soon  send  his  De  Hominum  V arietatibus  now  printing; 
desires  to  have  a  platinum  spoon,  and  a  small  E.  Indian  crystallized 
diamond,  and  a  cast  of  the  medal  commemorating  the  marriage  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales ;  is  sending  part  3  of  his  Collect io  Craniorum  which  contains 
the  skulls  presented  by  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  223 

1 795  Oct.  15  Asks  if  it  is  true  that  R.S.  has  obtained  a  new  kind  of  iron- 

ore  from  E.  Indies,  and  if  so  desires  particulars  of  it  and  if  possible  a  small 
specimen.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  224 

1796  May  4  Thanks  B.  for  mineral  specimens  sent;  has  inquired  into 
Hornemann’s  character  and  considers  him  fully  qualified  [for  African 
Assn.];  H.  wishes  to  remain  in  Gottingen  for  a  time  “to  render  himself 
more  useful”  for  the  expedition;  £ 8  per  month  is  sufficient  for  his  needs; 
his  (Bl.’s)  relatives  Heyne  and  Heeren  have  promised  their  help. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  50-52 

1796  Sept.  19  Apologizes  for  having  troubled  B.  about  the  diamond  [see 
No.  32]  but  was  under  the  impression  that  there  were  diamond  cutters 
in  London,  as  in  Amsterdam;  has  received  payment  from  the  African 
Assn,  for  Hornemann  who  usefully  employs  his  time;  he  should  acquire 

IJ3 


Blumenbach, 


36.  Gottingen 


37.  [Soho 
Square] 

38.  Gottingen 


39.  Gottingen 


40.  Gottingen 


41.  Gottingen 

42.  Gottingen 


43.  Gottingen 


44.  Gottingen 


Johann  Friedrich,  continued 

some  astronomical  knowledge  and  he  should  be  provided  with  a  chrono¬ 
meter  and  sextant;  in  the  preface  to  Coromandel  Plants  no  reference  is 
made  to  the  Life  of  Dr.  Konig  or  to  his  thesis  of  1773 ;  offers  both  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  313 

1796  Dec.  10  Highly  praises  B.’s  library  catalogue;  sends  letter  from 

Hornemann;  is  sending  various  pamphlets  including  some  which  are 
desiderata  to  B. ;  has  received  a  painting  of  a  Buranian  woman  from  Pallas; 
desires  a  copy  of  the  painting  of  Eskimo  mother  and  child  in  B.’s 
library.  D.T.C.  10.  (1).  93-95 

1797  Jan.  6  *  Remits  to  him,  for  Hornemann,  £30  for  the  expenses  of 

of  his  journey  to  London.  D.T.C.  10.  (2).  24 

1797  Jan.  24  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  generous  gifts;  the  portraits  B. 
speaks  of  will  be  of  great  value  to  him  in  his  studies  of  anthropology; 
Greville  has  promised  him  a  brute  Indian  diamond;  encloses  letter  for 
Greville  reminding  him;  Hornemann  is  preparing  for  his  departure  and 
intends  to  leave  on  25th  Feb.  B.M.  Add.  A1S.  8098.  314 

1797  Feb.  12  Introduces  Hornemann  and  wishes  he  could  accompany 
him  to  Soho  Square ;  sends  by  H.  a  series  of  pamphlets  and  some  of  the 
works  of  a  German  hydrographer  who  sends  a  specimen  of  his  maps  and 
some  advertisements  which  he  requests  B.  to  distribute  to  his  mathematical 
friends.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  317 

1797  Apl.  2  Thanks  B.  for  the  pictures  he  has  sent  for  his  anthropological 
collection  including  one  of  Mykok  [see  No.  49]  and  the  Pelew  Islanders; 
is  sending  3  editions  of  Wolff’s  Theoria  Generationis,  a  piece  of  magnetic 
serpentine  discovered  by  Humboldt,  a  piece  of  tinder  made  from  Boletus  in 
Harz  forest,  an  account  of  the  parturition  of  a  dwarf,  and  a  pamphlet  on 
the  discovery  of  criminals  by  dogs ;  has  nearly  finished  the  5th  ed.  of  his 
Elements  of  Nat.  Hist,  and  part  2  of  his  leones,  copies  of  which  will  be  sent. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  318-319 

1797  May  22  Introduces  Dr.  Scherer  who  is  being  sent  to  England  by 
the  Duke  of  Saxe-Weimar  to  study  technology  and  to  visit  mines  and 
factories.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  320 

1797  June  5  Congratulates  B.  on  bfeing  made  a  Privy  Councillor;  is 
pleased  with  his  estimate  of  Hornemann’s  character  and  hopes  to  hear 
news  of  him  from  time  to  time ;  asks  for  part  4  of  the  [African]  Associa¬ 
tion’s  Proceedings;  sends  copy  of  a  notice  he  has  written  of  B.’s  catalogue; 
is  sending  his  copy  of  Liagno  so  that  B.  can  have  copies  made  of  the  plates 
missing  from  his  set;  has  given  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Dr.  Scherer; 
notes  on  B.’s  picture  of  the  Pelew  Islanders;  thinks  that  a  present  to 
Alexander  mentioned  by  Curtius  may  have  been  wootz;  has  not  yet  seen 
Pearson’s  paper  on  wootz  in  Phil.  Trans,  [wootz:  a  kind  of  steel]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  315-316 

1797  July  2  Sends  letters  to  Dr.  Seybert  of  Philadelphia  and  from  Per- 
soon  to  his  relations  at  the  Cape  and  requests  B.  to  forward  them;  is 
sending  also  Liagno’s  plates,  the  Life  and  thesis  of  Konig  [see  No.  35], 
and  two  new  works  by  Persoon.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  321 

1797  Oct.  2  Thanks  B.  for  Buee’s  notes  on  the  Clove  Tree  and  for  the 
new  penny  made  by  Boulton;  is  sending  pamphlets,  the  variations  on 
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Johann  Friedrich,  continued 

God  Save  the  King  for  Lady  Banks  and  Tychsen’s  numismatic  papers  for 
Miss  Banks,  to  whom  he  also  offers  a  card  of  the  widow  of  Guinhard,  the 
favourite  of  Frederick  of  Prussia;  offers  B.  gift  of  L’Hermite’s  Voyage, 
1629;  wishes  for  a  copy  of  Staunton’s  print  of  a  Chinese  Lady’s  foot;  sends 
letters  from  Hornemann’s  mother  to  be  forwarded  to  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  322-323 
1798  Jan.  10  Thanks  B.  for  the  Chinese  Lady’s  dress  and  cast  of  her  foot, 
for  his  news  of  the  discoveries  of  Herschel  and  of  Rumford,  also  for  the 
copies  of  his  catalogue  for  Baldinger,  Reuss  and  Persoon ;  has  heard  from 
Hornemann  in  Cairo ;  has  inserted  a  note  on  the  African  Assn,  in  the  new 
geographical  journal;  sends  pamphlets,  a  print  of  the  fishes  found  in 
Zurich,  and  his  Institutiones ;  would  like  to  have  news  of  Park’s  expedition ; 
sends  letters  for  Dryander  and  Hornemann. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  426-427 
1798  Jan.  20  Is  glad  to  have  had  news  of  Park’s  successful  expedition; 
Tychsen’s  paper  will  not  be  published  till  Easter,  but  he  has  secured  [an 
advance]  copy  of  it  for  B.  from  Prof.  Eichhorn.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  428 
1798  Jan.  25  Thanks  B.  for  the  sheets  of  the  new  part  of  the  Proceedings 
[of  the  African  Assn.],  and  the  map  of  Park’s  route,  etc. ;  is  sending  various 
books  and  pamphlets  for  B.,  some  coins  and  notes  for  Miss  Banks,  and 
some  letters  to  be  forwarded;  messages  from  Faujas  de  St.  Fond  and  Van 
Marum  ( qq.v .).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  431 

1798  Apl.  2  Expresses  enthusiastic  thanks  for  the  box  of  objects  sent  by 
B.,  especially  the  cast  of  the  Chinese  lady’s  feet;  his  colleagues  Heyne, 
Heeren,  Hoffmann  and  Tychsen  and  he  himself,  much  appreciate  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  [of  the  African  Assn.]  as  a  token  of  recognition  of  their  efforts  to 
be  useful  to  Hornemann  prior  to  his  departure ;  sends  a  box  of  pamphlets, 
etc. ;  is  anxious  for  news  of  Park’s  expedition. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  429-430 
1798  Sept.  19  Asks  whether  Park  has  encountered  the  albino  negroes 
which  Isaac  Vossius  thought  were  the  Leucanthropoi  of  the  old  geographers ; 
desires  news  of  Hornemann,  of  the  mission  to  Tahiti  and  of  McCluer’s 
settlement  amongst  the  Pelew  Islanders;  has  read  in  the  MS.  diaries  of 
the  Moravian  missionaries  in  Labrador  of  the  life  and  death  of  the  Eskimo 
woman  Mykok  [see  No.  40] ;  is  especially  interested  in  the  New  Holland 
skull  having  read  Collins’s  account  of  the  ceremonial  knocking-out  of 
teeth;  note  on  the  parcel  he  is  sending,  including  4  prints  of  Omai,  one 
of  which  he  desires  to  be  coloured  after  the  portrait  in  Lady  Banks’s 
room;  Tychsen  desires  to  know  the  results  of  the  researches  of  Marsden 
and  Rennell  on  Miss  Banks’s  Indian  coins;  news. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  432-433 
1798  Dec.  20  Is  delighted  with  the  miniature  of  Omai  given  by  B. ; 
wants  another  New  Holland  skull  for  comparison  with  that  which  he  has; 
the  second  Carib  skull  has  been  most  valuable  in  this  regard;  thanks  B. 
also  for  books  sent  and  mentions  those  that  he  is  sending  to  B. ;  Tychsen 
will  shortly  read  a  paper  on  Indian  coins,  particularly  those  of  Miss  Banks ; 
the  drawings  he  sends  are  of  impressions  of  plants  in  slate  and  sandstone 
similar  to  those  of  Da  Costa  in  Phil.  Trans.,  vol.  50. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  434-435 
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Johann  Friedrich,  continued 

1799  Jan.  19  Is  pleased  to  hear  news  of  the  African  expedition  from  B.’s 
letter ;  has  had  a  letter  from  the  widow  of  J.  G.  Forster,  who  is  very  worried 
about  the  debt  which  her  husband  owed  to  B.;  asks  for  particulars  of 
African  gold  and  ambergris.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  436-437 

1799  June  12  Is  touched  by  B.’s  kindness  to  Forster’s  widow  which  has 
been  the  greatest  comfort  to  her  in  a  life  embittered  by  sufferings  [ see  also 
Sprengel,  Wilhelmina] ;  thanks  B.  for  gift  of  a  second  New  Holland 
skull  and  of  Park’s  Travels',  remarks  on  phytoliths,  ambergris,  African 
gold,  etc. ;  is  sending  various  books  by  Dr.  [Georg  Heinrich]  Noehden,  a 
botanist,  whom  he  recommends  to  B. ;  Seetzen  and  Heinemeyer  offer  their 
services  to  the  African  Assn. ;  a  young  botanist,  Florke,  is  going  to  N. 
America  and  requires  financial  aid  in  return  for  collecting  specimens;  the 
green-haired  barber  of  Saxony.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  13-14 

1799  June  30  Sends  Noldrechan’s  pamphlet  on  the  Runkelriiben;  the 

new  method  of  sugar  manufacture  has  been  tried  on  a  large  scale;  an 
expert’s  opinion  on  the  miniature  of  Omai  given  him  by  Lady  Banks ;  asks 
if  he  can  borrow  Dr.  Dalrymple’s  portrait  of  a  young  Fuegian  girl  to 
have  a  copy  made.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  15 

1800  Jan.  2  Is  sending  a  parcel  of  pamphlets  and  the  4th  Decade  of  his 

Crania,  which  contains  the  skull  B.  gave  him  from  Botany  Bay;  Dr. 
Noehden  was  delighted  with  his  reception  by  B.,  and  has  mentioned  a 
strange  creature  from  Botany  Bay  [the  Duck-billed  Platypus] ;  would  much 
like  a  specimen  of  it  for  his  museum.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  12 

1800  Mar.  31  Thanks  B.  for  his  valuable  present  and  for  book  lent;  his 
surprise  at  the  sight  of  the  strange  animal  which  he  has  named  Ornitho- 
rhynchus  paradoxus ;  sends  copy  of  the  print  he  has  had  made  of  it  for 
publication;  mentions  the  fossils  from  Newcastle;  would  like  to  have 
Hornemann’s  reports  to  the  African  Assn.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  16-18 

1800  July  9  Is  sending  books,  etc.,  including  his  publication  of  Or- 
nithorhynchus,  and  Hasse’s  paper  which  endeavours  to  prove  that  the  site 
of  Paradise  must  have  been  in  Prussia!;  thanks  B.  for  the  news  he  sends 
of  the  discoveries  of  Carlisle,  Volta  and  Herschel;  death  of  Dr.  Kastner; 
an  English  packet  for  Cuxhaven  has  been  captured  by  the  French;  if  B. 
has  sent  a  parcel  by  it,  would  like  a  list  of  its  contents. 

■  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  19-20 

1800  Sept.  28  Thanks  B.  for  sending  proofs  of  Home’s  paper  [probably 
the  Croonian  Lecture] ;  regrets  that  Dr.  Bottatz  took  so  little  care  of  the 
parcel  entrusted  to  him  for  B.  and  Major  Rennell ;  asks  B.  to  notify  what  is 
missing;  Persoon  also  is  anxious  about  a  packet  sent  by  the  same  hand; 
wishes  for  meteoric  stones  from  India ;  if  Hornemann’s  report  from  Tripoli 
is  printed,  desires  a  copy;  sends  a  sample  of  cloth  said  to  come  from  Tahiti, 
and  would  like  particulars  of  the  plant  used  in  its  manufacture. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  25 

1800  Sept.  29  Introduces  Baron  de  Beaulieu  from  Hanover  who  is  going 
to  England  with  Baron  de  Lenthe,  brother  of  the  Hanoverian  Minister 
in  London;  he  is  particularly  interested  in  forestry. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  24 

1801  Feb.  28  Thanks  B.  for  his  gift  of  “natural  curiosities”;  will  send 
the  cuneiform  inscriptions  to  [Gerhard  Olaus]  Tychsen  of  Rostock  who 
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has  studied  those  at  Persepolis;  the  reeds  mentioned  by  B.  resemble  those 


60.  [Gottingen] 

brought  by  Niebuhr  from  Baghdad ;  the  fictitious  accounts  of  voyages  of 
Schrodter,  Taurinius  and  Damberger,  all  of  which  were  written  by  Junge 
of  Wittenberg.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  21-22 

1801  Mar.  2  Notes  on  metallic  particles  in  the  meteoric  stones  sent  by 

B. ;  further  note  on  Damberger,  who  turns  out  to  be  from  Silesia,  and  the 
same  person  as  Taurinius.  [This  is  really  an  addendum  to  No.  59.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  26 

61.  Gottingen 

1801  May  10  Sends  by  Wilkinson,  an  Englishman  who  has  travelled  in 

Italy  and  Egypt,  a  pamphlet  by  Prof.  Witte  of  Rostock  refuting  Tychsen’s 
dissertation  on  the  cuneiform  inscriptions  [De  Cuneatis  Inscriptionibus , 
1 798] ;  Witte  considers  the  characters  to  be  not  letters  but  pictures  of 
flowers.  [See  also  Munter,  F.C.C.H.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  23 

62.  Gottingen 

1801  Sept.  2  Buxton  has  left  for  England  with  a  parcel  of  pamphlets  for 

B.,  and  one  from  [Franz  Xaver  von]  Zach  for  Mendoza  y  Rios  ( qq.v.)  \  a 
note  on  the  money  which  on  the  death  of  Elornemann’s  mother  was  to  be 
paid  by  African  Assn,  to  his  sisters ;  sends  the  Mercury  newspaper  with  a 
strange  account  of  Hornemann’s  arrival  at  Darfour;  notes  on  the  Baby¬ 
lonian  bricks  sent  by  B.,  and  on  a  method  of  growing  hyacinths  indoors  in 
water.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  27-28 

63.  Gottingen  1801  Dec.  20  Is  very  grateful  for  the  Guanche  mummy  which  B.  is  giving 


64.  Gottingen 

to  his  anthropological  collection ;  desires  him  to  send  it  to  Hirsch  Gerson, 
M.D.,  at  Hamburg,  whence  it  will  be  forwarded.  [See  Broussonet, 
No.  128.];  thanks  B.  for  news  about  Ornithorhynchus  and  Columbium, 
and  wishes  to  know  about  the  ore  in  which  the  latter  occurs;  is  about  to 
publish  a  work  on  comparative  Anatomy  in  which  he  wishes  to  include 
Ornithorhynchus  and  asks  B.  to  send  the  paper  on  its  anatomy  as  soon  as  it 
appears;  the  money  matter  for  Hornemann  is  settled;  is  sending  a  MS. 
Flora  of  New  York  sent  for  B.  by  Prof.  Baldinger. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  141 

1802  Mar.  21  Is  very  grateful  for  the  Guanche  mummy,  which  has 

safely  arrived ;  comparison  of  its  physical  characters  with  those  of  Egyptian 
mummies.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  142 

65.  Gottingen 

1802  Mar.  22  Describes  the  contents  of  parcels  he  is  sending  which 

include  papers  by  himself,  by  Zach  and  by  Dr.  Rodig  of  Saxony;  the 
last-named  he  does  not  know  personally,  but  he  wishes  to  be  recommended 
to  B.  if  the  African  Assn,  needs  another  traveller,  though  he  has  been  told 
that  no  new  mission  would  be  sent  until  the  return  of  Hornemann; 
Seetzen  has  set  out  on  his  own  account  with  instruments  provided  by  the 
Duke  of  Gotha ;  is  busy  examining  the  Guanche  mummy ;  has  received  a 
specimen  of  Tantalum  from  Sweden  and  much  wants  a  small  piece  of 
Columbium;  therapeutic  use  of  Volta’s  galvanic  battery 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  143-144 

66.  Gottingen 

1803  Feb.  2  Sends  articles  on  Hornemann  from  a  Danish  journal; 

thanks  B.  for  the  account  of  the  mammoth  by  [Rembrandt]  Peale  ( q.v .) ; 
remarks  on  wild  oxen;  the  sheep  disease  rampant  in  Germany;  asks  for 
seeds  of  certain  plants  for  Prof.  Weber  for  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Kiel; 
would  like  a  spirit-specimen  of  Ornithorhynchus  if  one  is  available;  asks  if 

Blumenbach,  Johann  Friedrich,  continued 

the  report  is  true  that  fossil  trees  and  human  skeletons  have  been  dug  up 
in  the  Isle  of  Dogs;  the  cuneiform  inscriptions  have  received  much 
attention,  the  conclusions  of  [Georg  Friedrich]  Grotefend  of  Gottingen 
have  the  support  of  Tychsen  and  other  orientalists. 
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B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  220-221 

1803  July  10  Introduces  Farenheid  and  Lehmann,  both  of  Konigsberg 

and  formerly  of  Gottingen  University  who  are  visiting  England  to  study 
agriculture;  hears  that  the  new  metal  Palladium  has  been  analysed  by 
Cheriot,  and  asks  for  information.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  335 

1804  Jan.  7  Introduces  de  Konnert,  a  learned  Transylvanian;  Dr. 

Gravenhorst  of  Brunswick  is  anxious  to  obtain  a  description  or  drawing  of  a 
Staphylinus  beetle  from  B.’s  collection ;  is  sending  B.  a  copy  of  his  Specimen 
Archaeologiae  Telluris.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  334 

1810  Oct.  12  Introduces  Dr.  Hagen,  son  of  [Carl  Gottfried]  Hagen, 
Professor  of  Nat.  Hist,  at  Konigsberg;  the  son  is  interested  in  technology; 
sends  some  new  parts  of  his  Abbildungen,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  59-60 

1819  Feb.  10  Regrets  to  hear  of  B.’s  severe  indisposition  and  hopes  to 
hear  by  his  own  hand  of  his  recovery ;  has  sent  a  parcel  of  dissertations  and 
some  specimens  of  leones  which  Prof.  Reinecke  of  Coburg  has  engraved  on 
common  slate,  a  cheap  and  easy  process  compared  with  lithography;  has 
read  in  the  papers  accounts  of  hyperboreal  dogs  brought  by  the  recent 
Arctic  expedition ;  would  like  a  drawing  of  one  for  his  Abbildungen. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  199 


BOATON,  Pierre  Francis  (1734-1794).  Swiss  Writer 

1.  London  1792  July  I9  Sends  a  letter  and  a  volume  of  the  Prussian  Academy  of 
Sciences  presented  by  Harzberg  ( q.v .) ;  is  most  anxious  to  pay  his  respects 
to  B.  in  person  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  10 


BODDAERT 

1.  Utrecht 

2.  Utrecht 

3.  Utrecht 

4.  [Utrecht 

5.  Utrecht 

6.  Utrecht 


,  Pieter  (1730-c.  1796).  Physician  and  Naturalist 

1774  Apl.  20  Congratulates  B.  on  his  return  from  his  Arctic  voyage 
[Iceland,  1772];  asks  for  specimens  and  plants.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  50 

1774  Nov.  20  Proposes  exchange  of  seeds;  sends  greetings  to  Professor 
J.  D.  Hahn.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  51 

1776  May  —  Recommends  J.  H.  Tessdorff  of  Ltibeck  to  B. ;  sends  seeds 
of  Indian  plants.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  49 

1 779  ? - ]  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  Dionaea  muscipula ;  is  sending 

some  pamphlets  by  Heinrich  Schultz,  a  medical  student  who  he  recom¬ 
mends  to  B.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  191 

1782  Feb.  1  Sends  a  copy  of  Histoire  Naturelle  des  Poissons  for  R.S.,  on 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Bloch  {q.v.).  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  58 

1783  May  1  Recommends  Vahl  {q.v.),  Professor  of  Botany  at  Copen¬ 

hagen  ;  returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  Reliquiae  Houstounianae ;  deeply  regrets 
the  death  of  Solander.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  19 
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Boddaert,  Pieter,  continued 


7.  Utrecht 


8.  Utrecht 


9.  Utrecht 


10.  Utrecht 


11.  Utrecht 


1785  Jan.  9  Has  a  project  to  describe  the  whole  of  the  animal  kingdom; 
asks  B.  for  the  use  of  any  notes  he  may  have  on  Fishes  and  certain  other 
groups;  discusses  Latham’s  work  on  Birds  and  questions  the  identity  of 
the  “Paradise  Bird”.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  9 

1785  Oct.  8  Enquires  if  B.  had  received  a  copy  of  his  Elenchus 
Animalium  which  he  has  dedicated  to  him;  desires  a  list  of  the  Fishes  and 
Mollusca  collected  during  Cook’s  first  voyage;  he  knows  of  about  10 
species  described  by  Broussonet,  but  supposes  there  are  more;  the  Birds 
he  knows  from  Latham’s  work,  the  Insects  from  that  of  Fabricius  and 
the  Shells  described  by  Chemnitz;  of  the  Amphibia  and  Reptiles  and 
certain  Mollusca  he  can  find  no  descriptions;  sends  sketches  of  a  new 
monkey  and  a  bird  allied  to  the  Bird  of  Paradise;  offers  a  copy  of  the 
Zoophylacium\  hears  that  Solander  has  written  the  catalogue  of  the 
Duchess  of  Portland’s  collection,  and  if  so,  requests  a  copy;  regrets  that 
B.’s  botanical  work  will  not  be  published.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  10-11 
1791  Aug.  6  The  heirs  of  Gronovius  have  offered  his  manuscripts  on 
Ichthyology  for  publication ;  intends  to  publish  them  together  with  some 
later  material  as  a  supplement  to  G.’s  Zoophylacium  \  asks  B.’s  permission 
to  dedicate  the  work  to  him;  G.’s  son  desires  to  sell  in  England  more  than 
500  dried  fishes,  with  drawings  and  descriptions,  for  £50;  intends  to 
publish  further  works  by  G.,  and  offers  fasc.  3  of  Zoophylacium  \  is  also 
working  upon  a  Supplement  to  the  Elenchus  of  Pallas;  enquires  whether 
B.’s  botanical  work  is  soon  to  appear  and  whether  the  Duchess  of  Portland’s 
catalogue  is  still  obtainable;  discusses  other  zoological  matters  and  offers 
drawing  and  description  of  rare  monkey  for  Phil.  Trans.,  etc.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  1 1 

1793  July  7  Recommends  de  Westrenen  who  is  coming  to  London  to 

study  botany ;  he  will  bring  with  him  his  manuscript  of  Gronovius’s  works 
for  publication  in  England  because  of  difficulties  in  Holland  caused  by 
war;  asks  for  names  of  alternative  printers  and  publishers;  gives  news  of 
Forster,  Junior,  who  has  escaped  from  Mayence  and  is  said  to  be  going  to 
Paris.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  118 

1794  May  6  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  de  Westrenen  who  has  now 
gone  to  Brussels  for  the  confinement  of  his  wife ;  has  offered  the  widow 
1000  florins  for  Burman’s  Herbarium  as  suggested  by  B. ;  she  is  advised  by 
soi-disant  botanists  that  it  is  worth  thrice  that  sum;  advises  B.  to  wait 
until  Sept,  when  the  library  and  Herbarium  will  be  sold;  does  not  think 
Falk’s  collection  of  Asiatic  plants  is  large;  Falk  is  said  to  have  left  his 
collections  to  Georgi ;  various  items  of  zoological  news ;  his  work  on 
Gronovius’s  Fishes  has  been  taken  to  London  and  is  dedicated  to  B.;  is 
vexed  that  it  has  not  been  sent  to  him.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  225 


BODE,  Jean  Elert,  F.R.S.  (1747-1826).  Astronomer 

1.  Berlin  1785  Feb.  13  Sets  out  the  arguments  to  show  that  the  34th  star  of  Taurus 

in  Flamsteed’s  catalogue  is  a  new  planet,  with  diagram;  has  written  to 
Zach  on  this,  and  thinks  there  is  very  little  doubt  about  his  conclusions ; 
sends  4  vols.  of  Ephemerides  from  1784-1787.  [French.]  [See  Zach, 
F.X.  No.  2.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  386-387 


Bode,  Jean  Elert,  continued 

2.  Berlin  1787  Mar.  20  Is  very  much  obliged  for  B.’s  information  as  to  Herschel’s 

discovery  of  two  satellites  of  the  new  planet,  which  he  communicated  to 
the  Academy;  message  from  Formey  ( q.v.)]  proposes  to  name  his  new 
constellation  Friedrichs  Ehre,  in  honour  of  the  king;  has  sent  to  Count 
Briihl  ( q.v .)  copies  of  his  Ephemerides  for  1789  and  a  figure  of  the  new 
constellation  for  R.S.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  388 

3.  Berlin  1788  Oct.  17  Thanks  B.  for  proposing  his  election  to  R.S.,  an  honour 

he  accepts  with  pleasure  [ French .  Written  on  verso  of  Formey,  J.L.S. 
No.  6].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  177  vo. 

BOERS,  William  Cornelius  (1744-1803).  Colonial  Administrator. 

1.  The  Hague  1789  Feb.  2  Introduces  d’Orcheda  of  Tortose,  Sardinia,  and  requests 
that  he  may  be  allowed  to  attend  B.’s  scientific  receptions;  d’O.  has  just 
been  appointed  librarian  to  Lord  Spencer,  having  previously  been  librarian 
to  Cru  de  Crevenna,  then  attache  at  the  Sardinian  Legation  at  The  Hague. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  269 

BOND,  Essex  Henry  (1762-1806  +  ).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1 .  Soho  Square  1 794  Aug.  1  *  Commends  to  his  protection  a  consignment  of  fruit  trees 

sent  on  board  Princess  Royal  by  the  Directors  of  H.E.I.  Co.  for  their 
garden  at  Calcutta;  hopes  that  Peter  Good  will  be  able  to  bring  home 
plants  for  Kew  in  the  same  cabin.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  114 

D.T.C.  9.  74-76 

2.  Royal  1794  Aug.  2  Will  do  his  utmost  for  the  safety  of  the  plants;  in  his  last 

Admiral ,  voyage  he  conveyed  convicts  to  Port  Jackson  and  took  many  fruit  trees 

St.  Helen’s  from  the  Cape  which  were  safely  landed.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  1 1 5 

D.T.C.  9.  77-78 

BONE,  Henry,  R.A.  (1755-1834).  Portrait  Painter 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  Apl.  3  *  Being  confined  to  his  chair,  he  regrets  his  inability  to 
accept  the  invitation  but  hopes  to  see  the  miniature  at  the  next  Exhibition 
[of  the  Royal  Academy].  de  Beer  Coll.  30 

BONPLAND,  Aime  Jacques  Alexandre  Goujaud  (1773-1858).  Botanist 

1.  Paris  1810  Feb.  8  Is  anxious  to  be  put  into  touch  with  a  reliable  bookseller  of 

B.’s  choice,  and  some  grower  who  could  supply  him  with  plants,  and  more 
particularly  seeds.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  56 

2.  Paris  1810  Feb.  20  Is  sending  the  first  three  parts  of  Vol.  2  of  his  Plantes 

equinoxiales  through  Madame  Solvyns  (q.v.) ;  he  has  given  her  a  credit  of 
5000  fcs.  and  desires  B.  to  name  a  bookseller  who  can  supply  what  he 
needs;  he  thinks  he  can  obtain  the  plants  he  wants  from  Fraser,  whom  he 
knew  in  Havana,  and  from  Lee  and  Kennedy,  both  of  whom  he  knows  by 
reputation,  but  does  not  know  their  addresses;  asks  B.  if  he  can  spare 
some  of  his  own  seeds.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  57-58 

BOOTT,  Francis  (1792-1863).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Derby  1816  Dec.  10  Sends  a  list  of  plants  collected  in  North  America. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  1 22-123 
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BORINGDON,  Lord — See  Parker,  John. 


BORN,  Ignaz,  Graf  von  (1742-1791).  Naturalist 
1.  Vienna  1791  Feb.  8  Sends  by  Maertens  a  portrait  of  himself  engraved  in  Vienna ; 

he  is  about  to  send  B.  the  Bohemian  translation  of  Dioscorides  he  so  much 
desires  to  have ;  gives  some  information  of  the  work  of  Haencke,  botanist 
to  the  Spanish  expedition  to  the  South  Seas,  an  account  of  which  will  be 
published  on  his  return.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  375-376 

BORTOLOTTI,  Johann  Anton,  Baron 

1.  Vienna  1793  Apl.  17  Offers  to  bring  to  London  his  invention  for  distilling  water 

and  for  making  salt  from  sea-water.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  no-in 

2.  [Soho  1793  May  — ]  *  Advises  him  to  settle  near  the  sea  in  Germany  or  Hol- 

Square  land  and  recoup  his  expenses  by  selling  salt  prepared  by  his  machine;  the 

process  is  already  known  in  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  in  vo. 


BOSANQUET, 

1.  East  India 
House 

2.  Soho  Square 


3.  East  India 
House 


Jacob  (1756-1828).  Director,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1803  Apl.  7  Has  spoken  to  the  Chairman  [John  Roberts]  and  some  of 
the  Directors  and  sees  no  difficulty  in  adopting  B.’s  plan  [of  an  expedition 
to  China] ;  it  will  come  before  the  next  Court.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  90 
1803  Apl.  8  *  Thanks  him  for  his  efforts  to  promote  the  scheme  for 
bringing  useful  plants  from  China  to  W.  Indies;  high  character  of  [David] 
Lance  ( q.v .);  a  King’s  gardener  is  to  go  with  him  to  take  charge  of  the 
plants  and  collect  for  Kew;  the  Court  will  doubtless  bear  the  expenses  of 
the  gardener  as  a  compliment  to  the  King.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  91 
1803  Apl.  18  The  Chairman  promised  to  send  B.  the  decision  of  the 
Court  but  forgot  to  do  so;  has  therefore  asked  Lance  to  call  upon  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  95 


BOSCAWEN,  Edward  Hugh  (1744-1774).  M.P.  for  Truro 

1.  South  1774  Apl.  29  Recommends  to  B.’s  attention  a  new  edition  of  Evelyn’s 

Audley  St.  Sylva  in  which  he  is  much  interested,  his  family  being  connected  with  that 
of  Evelyn;  the  work  has  been  undertaken  by  Dr.  Alexander  Hunter  of 
York;  it  is  proposed  to  illustrate  the  work  with  engravings,  and  he  desires 
to  find  a  good  engraver  for  the  purpose;  knowing  that  B.  has  employed 
engravers  skilled  in  depicting  plants  and  trees,  asks  him  to  recommend  one, 
and  to  allow  Dr.  Hunter  to  employ  him.  [See  Russell,  John.] 

D.T.C.  1.  69-70 


BOSC  D’ANTIC,  Louis  Augustin  Guillaume  (1759-1828).  Naturalist 
i-  Paris  1786  June  26  He  is  informed  that  B.  has  no  specimen  of  the  Pyralis  that 

Fabricius  named  after  him,  and  he  therefore  sends  him  a  duplicate  from 
his  own  collection.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  215 

BOSSCHAERT,  E.  V. 

1.  Brussels  1783  Feb.  20  He  has  collected  about  60  visiting-cards  for  Miss  Banks 

and  intended  to  send  them  three  months  ago,  but  no  opportunity  for 
doing  so  has  occurred.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  125 
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BOSSCHAERT,  Guillaume  Jacques  Jean  (1737-1815) 

1.  Brussels  1787  July  2  Introduces  de  Glim,  an  artist  who  has  recently  painted  an 
excellent  portrait  of  De  Noot;  he  is  visiting  London  in  order  to  find  a 
skilful  engraver  to  engrave  the  portrait.  [French.]  [Note  by  B.,  that  he  was 
out  of  town  when  de  Glim  called  and  left  his  letter  of  introduction  but  he 
has  not  presented  himself  since.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  389-390 

BOSWELL,  Thomas  David  (d.  1826) 

1.  Hertford  1804  Jan.  12  He  has  a  drawing  of  the  gambier  plant  sent  by  Roxburgh 

Street  for  delivery  to  B.,  who  has  sent  by  Capt.  Wilson  a  parcel  of  seeds  which 

will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  arrives.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  284 


BOUCHERETT,  Ayscoghe  (d.  1815),  M.P.  Great  Grimsby 

1.  [Willingham]  1796  Oct.  30  Mr.  Angerstein  and  the  writer  desire  to  see  Elkington,  but 
not  knowing  where  to  find  him,  they  request  B.  to  arrange  a  meeting. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  151 

BOUGAINVILLE,  Louis  Antoine,  Comte  de,  F.R.S.  (1729-1811).  Circumnavigator 

1.  Paris  1784  June  25  Having  heard  that  R.S.  has  struck  a  medal  in  honour  of 

Capt.  Cook,  he  reminds  B.  that  he  has  been  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  since 
1756,  and  therefore  feels  he  has  a  good  claim  to  receive  one;  “the  steps  I 
have  taken  in  the  same  career  have  taught  me  to  appreciate  his  work”. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  244 


BOUGHTON- 
1.  India  Board 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


3.  East  Sheen 


4.  [Soho 
Square] 


5.  Calcutta 


6.  Devonshire 
Place 


ROUSE,  Sir  Charles  William,  Bart.  ( c .  1745-1821).  Politician 

[1790]  May  7  Sends  the  remarks  by  Col.  Robert  Kyd  ( q.v .)  on  B.’s 
suggestions  as  to  the  establishment  of  a  Botanic  Garden  in  India. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  31 

1790  May  9  *  Returns  Col.  Kyd’s  paper,  but  hesitates  to  comment  upon 

his  observations  believing  Kyd  to  be  a  capable  and  valuable  botanist  and 
more  likely  to  succeed  on  his  own  initiative  than  by  outside  interfer¬ 
ence;  the  determination  of  the  flower  believed  to  be  of  the  Tea-plant  is 
mistaken.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  32 

1791  May  3  Sends  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Col.  Kyd  relating  to 
botanical  matters  and  suggests  that  Kyd  should  address  himself  directly 
to  B.  on  scientific  subjects;  suggests  that  Kyd  should  be  F.R.S. ;  sends 
also  a  pamphlet  he  has  recently  published  on  India. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  94 

1791  May  5  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  pamphlet  on  India  which  he  has 
read  with  much  profit;  he  desires  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  Kyd’s  letter, 
and  asks  for  an  appointment.  [An  extract  from  Kyd’s  letter  of  30  Nov. 
1790  in  B.’s  handwriting  is  in  R.S.;  Misc.  MSS.  6.  62.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  95 

1793  Mar.  8  [Enclosed  in  No.  6.]  Memorandum  on  Gum  Cherries 
signed  by  Robert  Kyd  with  deletions  and  alterations  by  another  hand. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  11 

1802  Mar.  12  Sends  an  account  of  Gum  Cherries,  the  misnomer  for  an 
expressed  juice  used  as  a  drug;  believes  it  to  be  derived  from  Cannabis4, 
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Boughton-Rouse,  Sir  Charles  William,  continued 

sends  also  a  memorandum  on  preparing  Cutch;  encloses  some  botanical 
papers  of  the  late  Col.  Robert  Kyd  and  a  pair  of  Indian  scales  made  of  steel. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  8-9 

7.  [Devonshire  1802  Mar.  12]  Informs  B.  that  many  botanical  specimens  and  papers 
Place  were  sent  to  the  late  Chairman  [of  H.E.I.  Co.]  by  the  late  Col.  Kyd,  but 

he  has  never  learned  what  became  of  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  10 


BOULTON,  Matthew,  F.R.S.  (1728-1809).  Engineer 

1.  Mitre  [r  778 - ]  *  Requests  Boulton  to  call  at  Soho  Square  to  confer  on  the 

Tavern  subject  of  the  steam  engine  [for  the  Gregory  Mine].  B.A.O.  <i> 

2.  Soho  Square  [1778 - ]  *  Requests  Boulton  to  call  at  Soho  Square  “to  settle  on  a 

firm  footing  what  we  are  to  do  relative  to  strangers  who  apply  for  recom¬ 
mendations”  [to  visit  the  works  at  Soho,  Birmingham].  B.A.O.  <2> 

3.  Soho  Square  1781  Nov.  18  *  Asks  whether  a  paper  was  read  before  one  of  the  Literary 

Societies  in  Birmingham  on  the  hurricane  in  Barbados ;  he  believes  that 
such  a  paper  was  read  last  February  by  Lord  Rodney’s  surgeon. 

B.A.O.  <3> 

4.  Soho  Square  1783  Dec.  9  #  Has  been  amused  by  the  inspection  of  steel  rods  said  to 

be  for  wing-supports  enabling  a  man  to  fly ;  certain  cases  have  arrived  said 
to  contain  these  wings,  made  in  Birmingham;  asks  for  information  as  to 
this;  requests  him  to  ask  Priestley  to  reply  to  his  letter;  a  mechanic  in 
London  claims  to  have  made  a  discovery  which  enables  fire  engines  [i.e. 
steam  engines]  to  be  constructed  cheaply  and  small  enough  to  be  used  for 
minor  purposes,  and  he  seeks  a  partner.  [N.  Q.,  Seer.  12  (1923)  150; 

The  Times,  11  Jan.  1935.]  B.A.O.  <4) 

5.  [Soho,  1783  Dec.  11]  Informs  B.  that  William  Whitmore,  a  jobbing  smith,  was 

Birmingham  employed  in  making  the  wings;  suggests  that  B.  should  apply  to  him  for 

information.  B.A.O.  <4  vo .> 


6.  Soho, 

Birmingham 


7.  Soho  Square 


8.  Soho  Square 


1783  Dec.  11  Has  been  absent  on  a  tour  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  and  has 
little  information;  has  heard  reports,  however,  that  Whitmore  has  been 
employed  to  make  the  steel  rods,  Wm.  Thomas  Gill  the  springs  and  George 
Donisthorpe  wheels  and  pinions,  all  under  the  direction  of  Miller,  a 
Scotsman,  the  inventor  of  the  unknown  machine;  if  the  improver  of 
steam  engines  referred  to  by  B.  can  reduce  the  price  of  wood  and  iron  and 
increase  the  strength  of  engines,  he  could  reduce  their  cost,  but  does  not 
consider  it  important  to  make  them  of  less  compass ;  gives  an  example  of 
dimensions,  pressure,  performance,  etc. ;  his  firm  has  erected  70  steam 
engines  and  has  spent  large  sums  on  experiments;  has  examined  many 
projects  for  improvement,  but  is  ready  to  give  impartial  consideration  to 
any  beneficial  scheme.  B.A.O.  <5> 

1786  July  17  *  He  is  informed  that  200  lbs.  of  Platina  is  on  sale  in  Paris; 
he  has  been  asked  to  ascertain  from  English  manufacturers  if  it  would  be 
useful ;  he  is  informed  that  toys,  etc.,  have  been  made  of  this  metal  and  sold 
at  high  prices;  asks  for  Boulton’s  opinion  [see  Leblond,  J.  B.];  he  has 
accepted  Boulton’s  bill  on  Alstroemer’s  account.  B.A.O.  <6> 

[1787  Feb.  8]  *  Baron  Stein  has  sent  him  what  he  calls  his  justification 
for  obtaining  a  drawing  of  Boulton’s  engine,  which  he  encloses  together 
with  his  reply.  B.A.O.  <7) 
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[Soho, 

Birmingham 


1787  Feb.  13]  He  appreciates  B.’s  friendly  action  in  relation  to  Baron 
Stein’s  piracy ;  relates  how  Stein  by  bribery  obtained  access  to  the  engine 
constructed  by  the  firm  at  Barclay’s  Brewery,  and  with  two  assistants,  made 
measurements,  drawings,  etc. ;  described  similar  cases  of  abuse  of  his 
confidence  by  foreigners.  (Hand-copy.)  B.A.O.  <7  vo.} 

10.  Soho,  B’ham  1787  Feb.  13  Press-copy  of  the  foregoing  letter.  B.A.O.  <8> 

11.  Soho  Square  1787  Feb.  14  *  Acknowledges  the  letter  of  Feb.  13  and  the  enclosures, 

but  the  Statement  of  Facts  referred  to  in  it  was  omitted,  and  requests  that 
it  may  be  sent ;  Herschel  has  discovered  “two  satellites  revolving  round  his 
Georgian  Planet”  but  has  not  yet  completed  his  40-ft.  telescope. 

B.A.O.  <9> 

12.  Soho  Square  [1787  Feb.  16]  *  He  will  never  countenance  any  foreigner  who  attempts 

to  steal  inventions,  and  will  withdraw  all  assistance  from  those,  such  as 
Baron  Stein,  who  has  been  detected  in  his  piracy;  he  has  not  seen  or  heard 
of  him  since.  B.A.O.  <io> 


13.  Soho  Square 


14.  Soho  Square 


15.  Soho, 

Birmingham 


16.  Soho  Square 


17.  Soho, 

Birmingham 


1787  June  10*  Introduces  [Johan]  Gadolin  ( q.v .),  Professor  of  Chem¬ 
istry  at  Abo,  Finland;  he  has  not  come  with  the  intention  of  obtaining  any 
mechanical  secrets,  and  B.  will  be  obliged  if  he  may  be  shown  such  parts 
of  Soho  Works  as  strangers  may  with  propriety  be  permitted  so  see. 

B.A.O.  <n> 

[1787  June  17]  *  Requests  Boulton  to  obtain  permission  to  visit  Albion 
Mill  for  Count  Melzi,  Marquis  Trotti  and  Count  Soderini;  they  are  all 
noblemen  who  have  no  mechanical  knowledge  “which  may  enable  them 
to  be  in  the  least  dangerous”  ;  he  has  told  them  that  permission,  if  granted, 
will  be  for  themselves  only.  B.A.O.  <12) 

1789  June  26  Memorandum  on  Copper  Coinage.  Scarcity  of  legal 
tender  has  led  to  extensive  counterfeiting  of  halfpence  and  to  traders 
issuing  their  own  tokens,  and  even  these  have  been  counterfeited;  this  will 
lead  to  the  counterfeiting  of  gold  and  silver  also;  the  H.E.I.  Co.  have 
employed  Boulton  for  three  years  to  make  copper  coins  for  their  settle¬ 
ments  in  India;  being  thus  led  to  consider  the  shortage  of  home  coins, 
has  laid  proposals  before  the  Privy  Council  who  have  asked  for  specimens; 
has  installed  much  new  machinery;  proposals  to  combat  counterfeiting; 
describes  the  advantages  of  his  new  plant  and  the  perfection  of  the  coins  it 
turns  out.  [Note  by  B. :  “Given  me  by  Mr.  Boulton,  June  26,  1787,”] 

D.T.C.  6.  209-212 

1789  Aug.  5  *  Reminds  Boulton  of  his  promise  to  present  him  with 
specimens  of  the  new  halfpence ;  he  is  about  to  set  out  for  Lincolnshire. 

B.A.O.  <13) 

1789  Aug.  14  He  had  commissioned  Mr.  Wissett  to  deliver  to  B.  a  box 
containing  specimens  of  the  new  halfpence,  together  with  a  paper  on  the 
subject  \see  No.  15],  and  thought  he  had  done  so;  has  now  asked  his  agent 
Chippingdale  to  send  B.  10  specimens;  in  consequence  of  Pitt’s  desire,  he 
expended  many  thousands  of  pounds  in  perfecting  his  invention  and  plant, 
yet  H.M.  Ministers  seem  so  much  occupied,  that  he  fears  his  plans  will 
fall  to  the  ground;  asks  B.  to  use  his  influence  to  put  the  scheme  into 
operation ;  encloses  a  statement  of  the  advantages  of  his  new  method  of 
coin  production.  B.A.O.  <14) 
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1 8.  Soho  Square  1789  Aug.  21  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  specimens  of  “the  elegant  coin¬ 

age”;  he  approves  of  making  the  weight  equal  to  the  value,  less  cost  of 
coining;  the  superiority  of  workmanship  is  a  security  against  counter¬ 
feiting;  there  is  no  danger  of  the  new  process  being  neglected;  he  has  laid 
the  papers  before  the  Coin  Committee  and  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  urge 
the  matter  forward.  B.A.O.  <15) 

19.  Soho  Square  1789  Aug.  27  *  Some  of  the  halfpence  kindly  given  will  be  placed  in  his 

sister’s  collection,  the  rest  he  will  take  to  Lincolnshire  and  exhibit  on  every 
suitable  occasion ;  asks  for  a  specimen  of  the  coin  struck  by  Boulton  with 
the  name  of  Lord  Effingham  (then  Master  of  the  Mint)  on  the  edge,  and 
of  any  others  for  his  sister’s  collection ;  informs  him  in  confidence  that  the 
delay  in  the  new  coinage  was  due  to  a  misunderstanding  in  the  Cabinet. 

B.A.O.  <i5A> 

20.  Buxton  1 789  Sept.  2  He  will  send  further  specimens  when  he  returns  to  Bir¬ 

mingham  ;  he  has  never  struck  a  coin  with  Lord  Effingham’s  name  on  the 
edge;  gives  details  of  the  methods  of  milling  and  inscribing  the  edges  of 
coins,  and  the  risk  and  expense  of  various  methods  previously  used;  his 
own  method  strikes  the  faces  and  edges  of  coins  in  one  operation;  other 
details  of  his  process ;  will  send  all  the  specimens  he  has  of  various  types  for 
Miss  Banks’s  collection.  B.A.O.  <i6> 

D.T.C.  6.  220-222 


21.  York  Hotel, 
Blackfriars 


22.  Soho  Square 


23.  Soho  Square 


24.  [Soho 
Square 


25.  York  Hotel 


[1790  July  3]  Informs  B.  that  Motteux  and  Yulliamy  have  made  much 
progress  in  their  enquiries  in  the  matter  in  dispute  [with  Droz],  and  they 
will  lay  the  matter  before  B.  on  Wednesday  next  [July  7],  if  convenient. 

B.A.O.  <17) 

[1790]  July  3  *  Is  grateful  to  Motteux  and  Vulliamy  for  dispensing  with 
his  personal  attendance  in  the  beginning  of  “the  business  we  have  under¬ 
taken  to  settle”,  and  will  be  pleased  to  see  them  at  Soho  Square  as 
suggested.  B.A.O.  <i8> 

1790  July  8  *  He  regrets  that  the  arbitration  between  Boulton  and  Droz 
has  been  delayed  by  the  non-fulfilment  of  Droz’s  promise  to  deliver  to  him 
the  correspondence  which  Vulliamy  also  promised  should  be  placed  in  his 
hands;  he  is  ready  to  devote  all  his  time  in  order  to  expedite  matters,  and 
a  message  to  him  at  [Spring  Grove]  near  Hounslow  will  always  ensure  his 
attendance  early  on  the  following  morning.  B.A.O.  <r9> 

1790]  July  11  *  He  has  read  with  attention  the  letters  from  Droz  to 
Boulton,  and  finds  in  them  two  specific  agreements  (1)  to  assist  in 
erecting  6  coining-presses  for  £ 700 ,  and  (2)  to  stay  for  two  years  and 
work  for  £1000,  making  £1700  in  all;  he  cannot  find  in  the  letters  any 
reference  to  an  agreement  for  engraving  the  halfpenny  or  farthing;  asks 
for  an  explanation ;  he  has  not  received  from  Droz  Boulton’s  letters  to  him. 

B.A.O.  <2o> 

1790  July  12  Thanks  B.  for  his  attention  and  regrets  that  he  has  placed 
upon  him  so  disagreeable  and  thankless  a  task;  introduces  James  Lawson, 
his  clerk  and  draughtsman  who  manages  his  mint  business,  acts  as 
interpreter  between  Droz  and  the  workmen,  and  is  familiar  with  every¬ 
thing  relating  to  him;  Lawson  will  answer  any  questions  for  B.  or  give 
him  explanations;  he  hears  that  Droz  with  the  assistance  of  a  lawyer,  is 
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preparing  his  case;  encloses  a  narrative  of  his  connection  with  Droz,  a 
letter  from  Watt  who  was  present  when  with  Droz  in  Paris,  and  extracts 
from  Droz’s  letters.  B.A.O.  <2i> 

D.T.C.  7.  117-118 

26.  Soho,  1 790  Aug.  1 7  Reports  that  the  three  gentlemen  named  in  the  award  have 

Birmingham  accepted  the  appointment ;  they  were  invited  to  Soho  on  his  return  to  take 
delivery  of  the  dies,  puncheons,  etc.  relating  to  the  British  coinage  which 
are  his  (Boulton’s)  property,  as  required  by  the  award;  Droz  refused  to 
hand  them  over,  and  it  was  found  he  had  removed  them  all  from  his  room; 
Droz  absents  himself,  supposes  that  he  is  taking  impressions  from  the 
dies.  B.A.O.  <22) 

1790  Sept.  6  *  He  has  had  a  visit  from  Droz  and  his  friend  Dumergue 
who  complain  of  the  award  and  that  the  arbitrators  have  appointed  as  final 
judges  are  three  men  who  were  on  Boulton’s  side  and  that  one  of  them 
should  have  been  a  friend  of  Droz;  he  (B.)  explained  that  they  were  all 
independent  men  of  character  and  answered  other  objections  which  tend 
to  show  that  some  roguery  is  being  planned ;  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Lincolnshire  marshland  have  written  under  the  impression  that  he  had 
erected  a  fire  (steam)  engine  for  drainage ;  he  replied  that  he  had  not  done 
so,  but  that  if  they  so  intended,  Boulton  &  Watt  were  the  only  firm  to 
execute  it  properly.  B.A.O.  <23) 

1790  Nov.  22]  *  He  has  had  a  letter  from  Baron  de  Vay  on  erecting 
engines  in  the  mines  of  Hungary ;  he  states  that  Kempelin,  the  inventor  of 
the  automaton  chess-player  [see  Cavendish,  Henry,  No.  1],  has  the 
exclusive  privilege  for  engines  in  the  Emperor’s  dominions;  the  Baron 
recommends  Boulton  to  enter  into  partnership  with  Kempelin;  asks  for 
information.  B.A.O.  <26) 

1790  Nov.  22  He  had  a  long  conversation  in  London  with  Baron  de  Vay 
Birmingham  on  the  use  of  his  firm’s  engines  in  the  mines  of  Hungary  for  which 
Kempelin  has  exclusive  rights;  the  magnitude  of  the  firm’s  operations  in 
England  has  given  them  more  orders  for  steam  engines  than  are  likely 
to  be  wanted  in  the  Austrian  Dominions  in  a  life-time;  is  not  willing  to 
enter  into  partnership  with  Kempelin,  but  would  make  an  agreement 
with  him  for  a  term  of  years  if  he  will  bind  himself  to  order  all  engines 
from  the  firm ;  has  been  told  that  Droz’s  attorney  has  obtained  a  rule  of 
Court  to  set  aside  the  award;  discusses  the  implications  and  probable 
results  of  the  case  before  a  jury ;  Droz  has  copied  his  (Boulton’s)  models  of 
[the  heads  of]  the  King,  Prince  of  Wales  and  Lord  Heathfield  for  his  own 
use.  B.A.O.  <25) 

30.  Soho  Square  1790  Nov.  24  *  Has  had  a  conference  with  Loggin  and  Motteux 

[solicitors],  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  award  should  if  possible  be  main¬ 
tained  ;  he  has  made  an  appointment  with  counsel  [Sir  Lancelot]  Shadwell, 
on  whose  advice  and  opinion  he  places  all  reliance;  he  fully  agrees  with 
Boulton’s  decision  as  to  engines  for  the  Hungarian  mines ;  now  that  peace 
seems  assured,  he  hopes  the  coinage  question  will  be  quickly  decided; 
Pitt  is  now  taking  measures  to  restrain  the  present  mode  of  issuing  bank¬ 
notes.  B.A.O.  <26) 

31.  Soho  Square  1791  Jan.  31  *  Has  had  a  message  that  although  his  (B.’s)  letter  reached 

Baron  de  Vay,  Boulton’s  did  not;  asks  him  for  a  copy  of  it  as  he  has  an 
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27.  Revesby 
Abbey 


28.  [Soho 
Square 


29.  Soho, 
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opportunity  of  sending  it  by  the  messenger  of  the  Noble  Hungarian 
Guards  who  will  shortly  be  leaving.  B.A.O.  <27) 

32.  Soho,  1791  Feb.  4  Explains  that  he  wrote  to  Baron  de  Vay  and  to  Kempelin 

Birmingham  and  feels  sure  that  the  letters  will  arrive;  he  cannot  supply  a  copy  as  he 
wrote  in  London  and  had  no  copying-press  at  hand;  has  just  read  with 
approval  a  speech  on  universal  weights,  measures  and  coinage;  Droz  will 
take  back  to  France  the  knowledge  of  all  his  (Boulton’s)  improvements; 
a  further  exchange  of  lawyer’s  letters  demanding  that  Droz  shall  quit  and 
deliver  up  all  dies,  etc.  as  required  by  the  award.  B.A.O.  <28) 


33.  Soho  Square 


34.  Soho, 

Birmingham 


35.  Soho  Square 


36.  Soho  Square 


37.  Soho  Square 


38.  Soho  Square 


39.  [Soho 
Square 


40.  Soho  Square 


D.T.C.  7.  193-195 

1791  Dec.  19  *  Requests  a  specimen  of  Boulton’s  5  sous  piece  for  Miss 
Banks;  “my  sister  is  a  great  pusher”;  asks  for  plans  of  the  Birmingham 
Canal  and  of  others  with  which  it  connects,  and  enquires  the  price  of 
shares;  he  wishes  to  promote  the  construction  of  a  canal  in  Derbyshire, 
and  will  welcome  reports  and  accounts  of  Canal  companies  for  guidance. 

B.A.O.  <29) 

1791  Dec.  22  Is  sending  by  coach  maps  and  other  information  relating 

to  canals;  he  will  gladly  contribute  to  Miss  Banks’s  coin  collection 
whenever  possible;  the  5  sous  piece  that  she  saw  was  made  from  un¬ 
finished  dies;  it  was  “stolen  from  me  in  a  very  unhandsome  manner  and 
afterwards  made  a  dishonourable  use  of”.  B.A.O.  <30) 

1792  Apl.  10  *  Informs  him  that  the  engine  at  Gregory  Mine  has  broken 

down  and  the  men  thrown  out  of  employment ;  they  attribute  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  new  cylinder  ready  to  Boulton’s  refusal  to  give  the  dimensions, 
etc.,  to  anyone  but  the  firm  he  recommended  to  cast  it;  is  most  anxious 
to  meet  and  discuss  the  matter  immediately.  B.A.O.  <31) 

1793  July  6  *  He  intends  to  be  in  Derbyshire  from  Aug.  20th  to  30th 
and  hopes  Cavendish  will  come  also;  asks  that  Boulton  or  Watt  or  both 
should  come  in  order  to  demonstrate  and  test  the  superiority  of  their 
engine  over  the  old  one,  as  both  are  now  working  at  the  mine. 

B.A.O.  <32) 

1793  July  18  *  Introduces  [Maxwell  Garthshore]  who  is  visiting  Bir¬ 
mingham  with  Lord  Dalkeith;  hopes  that  he  or  Watt  will  come  to  Derby¬ 
shire  to  meet  Cavendish  and  asks  for  a  definite  date.  B.A.O.  <33) 

1793  Aug.  10  *  Cavendish  has  fixed  Aug.  26  for  his  visit  to  Overton, 
and  hopes  that  Boulton  will  meet  him  there  to  test  the  two  engines, 
particularly  with  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  coal  consumed;  will  be 
glad  to  know  of  any  preparations  that  will  be  required  so  that  they  may 
be  in  readiness.  B.A.O.  <34) 

1795  May  25]  *  The  examination  of  Chapman’s  paper  [for  R.S.]  is 
completed  but  is  not  considered  suitable  for  printing  in  Phil.  Trans,  as  it 
stands;  suggests  that  the  author  should  revise  it  as  his  mathematical 
acquirements  are  insufficient  and  his  theory  should  be  submitted  to 
practical  experiments ;  he  will  return  the  paper  as  he  may  be  directed. 

B.A.O.  <3 5) 

1795  June  5  *  Sends  a  small  specimen  of  wootz,  all  that  is  left  of  his 
original  stock ;  it  has  been  tried  by  many  persons  without  success  as  they 
were  all  unable  to  forge  it;  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  however,  who  is  very 


127 


Boulton,  Matthew,  continued 


41.  London 


42.  Soho  Square 


4.7.  Revesby 
Abbey 


44.  Soho  Square 


45.  Soho, 

Birmingham 


46.  [Soho, 

Birmingham 


47.  Soho  Square 


48.  Council 
House 


49.  [Soho 
Square] 


ingenious  and  patient  has  forged  it  successfully ;  returns  the  medal  case  the 
contents  of  which  have  given  great  pleasure  to  Miss  Banks.  B.A.O.  <36) 

1795  June  9  Returns  thanks  for  the  invaluable  present  of  wootz  with 
which  careful  experiments  will  be  made;  the  medal  of  Lord  Howe  sent 
to  Miss  Banks  is  unique,  as  the  die  has  been  destroyed;  he  will  take  charge 
of  Chapman’s  paper,  and  ask  him  to  revise  it  [ see  No.  39] ;  hopes  the 
question  of  coinage  will  soon  be  considered ;  he  made  an  offer  to  Mr.  P[itt] 
four  years  ago  to  execute  1500  or  2000  tons  of  halfpence,  each  to  weigh 
|  oz.,  on  very  favourable  terms.  B.A.O.  <37) 

1795  June  11*  Returns  Chapman’s  paper,  and  with  it  the  referee’s 
criticisms,  in  strict  confidence ;  he  never  shows  such  reports  to  authors,  as 
it  always  leads  to  controversy;  he  has  no  objection  to  Chapman  being  told 
the  points  criticized,  but  the  critic’s  name  must  not  be  disclosed. 

B.A.O.  <38) 

1 795  Oct.  20  *  Introduces  [Wilhelm]  Haidinger,  a  mineralogist  who  has 
been  excellently  recommended  from  Vienna;  requests  that  Boulton  will 
give  him  his  usual  civilities,  and  assures  him  that  his  pursuits  are  solely 
scientific  and  that  he  will  not  pry  into  secrets  of  manufacture. 

B.A.O.  <39 > 

1796  Nov.  30  *  Count  Rumford  has  made  a  donation  to  R.S.  of  £1000 

capital,  the  interest  on  which  is  to  be  applied  biennially  for  two  medals, 
one  of  gold  and  one  of  silver,  valued  together  at  £60,  for  the  best  dis¬ 
sertation  on  Light  and  Heat ;  he  desires  Boulton  to  execute  the  dies,  and 
requests  him,  if  he  agrees,  to  send  details  to  be  laid  before  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council.  B.A.O.  <40) 

1796  Dec.  2  Returns  thanks  for  the  offer  of  R.S.  to  place  the  execution 
of  the  Rumford  Medal  in  his  hands ;  as  there  are  many  points  to  be  fully 
considered,  suggests  a  meeting  in  London  to  discuss  them. 

Brabourne,  69-70 

1797  May  — ]  [Press-copy,  incomplete.]  Reports  progress  with  the  new 
copper  coinage;  of  the  500  tons  of  pence  a  large  proportion  has  been 
executed  and  the  remainder  will  be  completed  in  about  a  month;  is  be¬ 
ginning  immediately  on  the  twopenny  pieces;  difficulties  in  delivery; 
there  is  widespread  speculation  in  cop'per  in  Birmingham.  B.A.O.  <41) 

1797  June  3  *  On  reconsideration,  he  has  decided  not  to  offer  the 
specimens  of  pence  left  with  him  to  the  King,  and  returns  them;  asks  for 
a  few  specimens  of  the  head  of  the  King  and  the  Britannia  in  copper  and 
five  shillings’  worth  of  pence  as  soon  as  they  are  struck  and  also  some 
twopenny  pieces.  B.A.O.  <42) 

1797  July  19  *  He  learns  from  Sir  Stephen  Cottrell  [Clerk  to  the  Privy 
Council],  that  pence  have  actually  been  coined  in  quantity;  asks  that  a 
guinea’s  worth  be  sent  by  the  Birmingham  coach,  and  the  same  value  in 
twopenny  pieces  as  soon  as  they  are  coined.  B.A.O.  <43) 

1797  July  26  *  All  are  pleased  with  the  penny  pieces;  the  King  accepted 
from  him  one  for  each  member  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  one  for  the 
Keeper  of  the  King’s  Medals;  asks  for  specimens  for  H.M.  of  both  the 
accepted  and  rejected  coins;  the  Proclamation  will  receive  royal  assent 
to-day  and  be  printed  on  Saturday  [29th  July].  B.A.O.  <44) 
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Returns  thanks  for  the  trouble  that  has  taken  to  send  him 
the  coins;  he  intends  to  stop  at  Birmingham  on  his  way  to  Overton  to 
see  the  press  in  full  activity,  and  their  Lordships  [the  Coin  Committee] 
will  be  pleased  to  have  an  account  of  its  excellence  from  an  eye-witness ; 
he  expects  to  be  in  Birmingham  on  21st  August,  and  then  proceed  to 
Stratford-on-Avon.  B.A.O.  <45) 

1797  Aug.  11  [Press-copy,  partly  illegible.]  He  will  be  ready  to  receive 
B.  at  the  works ;  the  mint  is  coining  fast ;  discusses  the  route,  distances,  etc. 
to  Overton.  B.A.O.  <46) 

1797  Aug.  11  *  Accepts  his  invitation,  but  on  condition  that  his  party  do 
not  stay  in  the  house  but  at  St.  Philip’s  Hotel ;  they  will  spend  the  day  with 
the  family  whom  he  has  been  pleased  to  know  for  more  than  30  years. 

B.A.O.  <47> 

1798  Jan.  12  *  The  Government  are  considering  proposals  to  build 
public  mills  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames;  he  has  been  asked  to  procure 
information  as  to  Albion  Mills  for  their  guidance;  he  therefore  asks  the 
capital  cost,  the  number  of  stones  in  use,  whether  the  dressing  machines 
can  deal  with  the  whole  output,  the  number  of  sacks  of  flour  per  week 
produced  for  the  market;  asks  how  his  mint  is  progressing.  [See  No.  65.] 

B.A.O.  <48) 

[1798]  July  23  *  Introduces  the  bearer,  Baron  von  Lenthe,  the  son  of  the 
Hanoverian  Minister  in  London.  Birmingham  Ref.  Library 

1798  Aug.  9  *  Since  seeing  Boulton  he  learns  that  the  person  who  has 
offered  to  import  copper  and  pay  the  cost  of  rolling  it  into  plate,  is 
probably  Andrew  Mitchell ;  he  wishes  to  settle  what  he  owes  for  the  coins 
sent,  including  their  carriage.  B.A.O.  <49) 

1798  Aug.  27  [To  Coin  Committee  of  Privy  Council.]  Submits  his 
proposals  for  rolling  copper  and  coining  halfpennies  and  farthings  and 
distributing  them ;  he  will  assume  all  risk  of  waste,  charges  and  expenses ; 
as  expedition  and  large  quantities  are  important,  he  can  deliver  20  tons  of 
coins  per  week;  estimates  of  cost;  offers  to  procure  1000  tons  of  copper  a 
year,  but  as  the  H.E.I.  Co.  are  buying  largely,  copper  will  be  scarce;  he 
will  convey  copper  from  Wales  at  his  own  cost  and  risk,  cut  blanks, 
provide  die-sinkers  and  produce  the  coins,  for  £21  per  ton;  the  expenses 
at  the  Tower  Mint  are  £48  per  ton;  his  own  cost  for  rolling,  at  £21,  +  £21 
as  above,  =£42  per  ton,  and  those  of  Tower  Mint  are  £48  +  21  =  .£69  per 
ton.  D.T.C.  11.  46-51 

1798  Aug.  28  He  suspects  that  Andrew  Mitchell  has  attempted  to  gain 
admission  to  his  works;  he  has  refused  to  grant  him  permission;  he  has 
sent  his  proposals  to  the  Coin  Committee,  and  specimens  of  coins  to  Sir 
Stephen  Cottrell.  D.T.C.  11.  52-56 

[1798  Dec.  13]  *  Wishes  to  know  if  his  memory  is  correct  that  some 
years  ago  the  Mineral  Congress  agreed  that  £85  per  ton  was  sufficient  to 
keep  the  [copper]  mines  open  with  a  reasonable  profit,  and  this  at  a  time 
when  Williams  and  the  Anglesea  Co.  threatened  to  close  the  Cornish 
mines;  he  cannot  remember  if  the  price  was  for  ore,  or  for  metal  after 
smelting;  Smith’s  evidence  on  the  blanks  supplied  to  the  Mint  at  £51  per 
ton  shows  that  his  memory  had  failed  him.  B.A.O.  <50) 
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59.  Soho,  1798  Dec.  17  He  has  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Liverpool  and  sends 

Birmingham  copy  of  his  reply ;  the  price  settled  at  the  Mineral  Congress  at  Bristol  in 
1702  was  £84  per  ton  for  metal  in  ore,  called  in  Cornwall  “Ticketing 
Standard”.  B.A.O.  <51) 

D.T.C.  11.  125-126 
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1798  Dec.  17  [To  Lord  Liverpool.  Copy  enclosed  in  No.  59.]  He  agrees 
as  to  copper  being  imported  duty-free  or  at  modified  duty,  but  advises 
caution  in  bringing  this  before  Parliament;  as  soon  as  such  an  intention 
becomes  known,  speculation  will  operate  in  foreign  markets ;  advises  that 
it  would  be  better  to  ascertain  amd  make  contracts  in  anticipation;  when 
the  copper  is  actually  secured  and  not  before,  duty  should  be  taken  off,  or 
charged  and  refunded,  thus  ensuring  secrecy;  this  should  not  be  done  by 
the  London  merchants,  but  by  the  rollers,  refiners  and  casters ;  the  price  of 
copper  continues  to  rise.  D.T.C.  11.  127-130 

1798  Dec.  22  *  He  is  grateful  for  the  copy  of  the  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool 
from  which  he  has  learned  much ;  he  remembers  an  arrangement  between 
miners  and  smelters  much  earlier  than  1792,  Mien  the  price  was  much 
lower  than  £84 ;  he  has  heard  that  at  the  last  ticketings  nearly  all  the  copper 
was  bought  by  the  Paris  and  Cheadle  companies  at  £115-120  per  ton;  he 
supposes  that  Williams  is  responsible  for  this  rise ;  if  so  measures  must  be 
taken  to  stop  his  plans,  if  not,  the  companies  will  buy  in  foreign  markets 
and  we  shall  be  ousted ;  his  plan  could  be  stopped  by  the  proposal  made  as 
to  duty-free  imports  for  coinage  money.  B.A.O.  <52) 

1798  Dec.  24  Discusses  the  purchasers  of  British  copper-ore;  nearly  all 
of  it  has  been  cornered  by  Williams,  for  purchases  in  other  names  are 
really  his;  he  has  great  command  of  money  and  his  agents  are  probably 
buying  in  foreign  markets;  Sage  [Mint  inspector],  demands  that  all 
coinage  made  at  Soho  be  kept  in  a  heap  until  he  has  examined  it,  and 
not  checked  and  packed  daily  as  at  present ;  if  kept  for  a  month  the  coins 
would  tarnish,  and  a  special  room  would  have  to  be  built  to  contain  them, 
and  daily  deliveries  would  be  interrupted;  if  this  inspection  by  Sage  is 
insisted  on  by  the  Mint,  he  should  spend  his  whole  time  at  Soho  instead  of 
a  visit  once  a  month.  B.A.O.  <53) 

D.T.C.  11.  137-142 

1798  Dec.  25  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  letter  which  he  will  show  to  Lord 
Liverpool  with  whom  he  is  dining  to-day;  asks  for  the  Ticketing  Paper  in 
order  to  obtain  proof  of  Williams’s  speculations;  hopes  to  find  means  of 
preventing  obstruction  by  Sage ;  letters  on  coinage  questions  can  be  sent 
free  of  postage  if  addressed  under  cover  to  Sir  Stephen  Cottrell  or  to 
Fawkener  at  the  Council  Office.  B.A.O.  <54) 

1798  Dec.  25  [To  the  Coinage  Committee.]  Reports  that  he  has  com¬ 
pleted  and  sold  991  tons  of  coins,  of  which  20  tons  are  twopenny  pieces, 
with  20  tons  more  to  do ;  has  no  stock  of  pennies  as  daily  orders  consume 
them  as  fast  as  made;  has  made  250  tons  as  ordered;  explains  his  lower 
charge  to  H.E.I.  Co.,  their  coins  are  milled,  not  struck  in  collars,  and  there 
is  no  human  head  which  cheapens  the  design ;  there  was  also  competition 
with  Indian  copper;  his  engraver  is  engaged  on  the  dies  of  the  Nelson 
medal  [Davison’s,  for  the  Battle  of  the  Nile] ;  when  those  are  finished 
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the  dies  for  the  halfpenny  will  be  done ;  he  has  started  the  steam  engine  for 
his  new  mint.  D.T.C.  n.  147-149 

65.  Soho,  1799  Jan.  21  Watt  has  written  to  B.  about  Albion  Mills  [see  No.  53]; 

Birmingham  sends  additional  information  as  to  output,  fuel  consumption,  etc. ;  recom¬ 
mends  application  to  Samuel  Wyatt  for  further  information  as  all  the  books 
and  records  of  the  company  are  in  his  hands.  B.A.O.  <55) 

1799  Feb.  1  Has  reported  again  to  the  Coin  Committee  and  refers  B. 
to  his  letter;  counterfeit  coiners  are  very  numerous  in  Birmingham,  but 
prosecutions  are  few;  yesterday  he  took  14  or  15  trusty  men  from  Soho 
and  with  the  constables  and  their  assistants  formed  into  three  squadrons, 
marched  to  different  parts  of  the  town;  three  attacks  were  made,  two  of 
them  successful;  stern  measures  are  necessary;  “Oliver  Cromwell’s 
maxim  was  to  hang  well  and  pay  well”;  he  has  won  his  lawsuit  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench;  his  new  “Leviathan”  machine  works  well  and 
strikes  60  coins  per  minute.  B.A.O.  <56) 

67.  Soho  Square  1799  Feb.  6  *  He  was  present  at  the  Coin  Committee  yesterday  when 

Boulton’s  letter  was  read ;  his  zeal  in  attacking  the  counterfeiters  was  highly 
praised  and  recommendations  to  the  solicitor  of  the  Royal  Mint  to  make 
similar  prosecutions  were  made  and  the  letter  was  also  sent  to  the  Attorney 
General;  he  also  personally  urged  Levy  to  take  vigorous  action  for  the 
Treasury;  as  false  coins  are  all  of  light  weight,  Boulton’s  prudence  in 
making  each  of  his  new  coins  an  aliquot  part  of  a  lb.  will  be  a  deterrent  to 
counterfeiters ;  laws  must  be  made  severe  on  issuers  of  counterfeits  and  a 
watch  kept  on  turnpike  keepers  who  aid  them;  since  Boulton  sent  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  speculations  of  Williams  [see  Nos.  58,  62],  the  Committee 
has  been  busily  occupied  with  taking  necessary  measures ;  congratulations 
on  winning  his  suit  with  Flornblower.  B.A.O.  <57) 

68.  Soho,  1799  Feb.  10  Recent  copper  sales  show  that  the  price  is  still  rising;  if 

Birmingham  export  is  prohibited,  and  import  allowed  only  for  Government  uses,  the 

position  will  improve;  he  has  secured  1000  tons  at  market  price. 

D.T.C.  11.  192-193 

69.  Soho  Square  1799  Mar.  23  *  As  Lord  de  Dunstanville  and  others  have  expressed  the 

opinion  that  the  motion  in  Parliament  for  regulating  the  price  of  copper 
will  have  an  immediate  effect  on  the  Cornish  prices  more  than  is  desired, 
Lord  Liverpool  therefore  requests  Boulton’s  assistance  by  sending  the 
last  Ticketing  List  and  one  or  two  of  the  succeeding  ones.  B.A.O.  <58) 
1799  Mar.  27  Sends  as  requested  three  Ticketing  Lists;  the  last  one 
shows  the  price  of  ores  is  beginning  to  fall,  which  may  be  due  to  the 
motion  in  Parliament,  but  thinks  it  more  likely  that  it  is  the  result  of  panic 
spread  by  Williams ;  his  agent  in  Cornwall  reports  great  agitation  amongst 
the  miners  there ;  sends  copies  of  various  letters  for  B.’s  information ;  gives 
an  account  of  the  malignant  action  of  Williams  with  one  of  the  firms  which 
had  contracted  to  supply  him  with  copper;  a  meeting  in  Birmingham  has 
petitioned  the  Privy  Council  to  receive  a  deputation,  of  which  he  is  one  of 
the  delegates.  B.A.O.  <59) 

71.  Soho,  1799  Mar.  31  Introduces  William  Yilliers  and  George  Simcox,  leaders 

Birmingham  of  the  delegation  to  the  Privy  Council  who  desire  to  discuss  with  B.  the 
present  crisis  in  the  copper  trade  and  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  advice. 

B.A.O.  <6o> 
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1799  Apl.  2  *  Returns  thanks  for  all  the  information  supplied  on  the 
copper  question,  which  is  now  in  Lord  Liverpool’s  hands;  the  P.C.  is  not 
likely  to  submit  to  the  Cornish  proposals  or  even  to  any  compromise ;  the 
Birmingham  petition  is  well  set  forth  and  it  will  be  laid  before  Parliament 
with  the  full  approval  of  the  P.C. ;  he  hopes  a  conference  with  the  Cornish 
mines  representatives  may  lead  to  a  reasonable  settlement.  B.A.O.  <6i> 
1799  Apl.  4  Is  unwell,  but  will  come  to  London  if  absolutely  necessary; 
the  country  lacks  copper,  and  whilst  agreeing  that  the  Cornish  mines  should 
have  a  fair  standard  price,  regulations  should  be  made  against  monopolist 
activities;  is  contemplating  the  erection  of  two  rolling  mills,  the  largest 
in  the  world ;  comments  on  the  recent  Ticketing  Lists  and  copper  contracts. 

B.A.O.  <62) 

1799  Apl.  5  *  Informs  him  that  Pitt  has  changed  his  mind  and  will  allow 
the  Cornish  mines  to  have  a  committee  of  the  House ;  Williams  is  chagrined 
at  not  being  on  the  Committee,  but  it  is  proper  to  exclude  one  who  is  so 
materially  concerned ;  Cornwall  complains  that  Birmingham  does  not  care 
about  the  price,  provided  it  does  not  fluctuate,  but  this  does  not  justify 
an  excessive  profit  when  the  prices  of  wool  and  corn  are  restricted;  has 
conferred  much  with  Villiers  and  Simcox  and  is  much  pleased  with  their 
evidence ;  Williams  and  his  agents  do  all  they  can  to  deprecate  Boulton’s 
coinage.  B.A.O.  <63) 

1799  May  ii*  He  forwarded  Boulton’s  letter  to  Lord  Hawkesbury; 
when  his  Lordship  can  arrange  to  visit  Birmingham,  he  will  do  his  utmost 
to  accompany  him.  B.A.O.  <64) 

1799  June  26  *  It  is  now  practically  settled  that  Boulton  should  coin 
500  tons  of  copper  in  halfpence  and  farthings;  a  proper  indenture  will  be 
drawn  up  to  prevent  any  more  blunders  by  the  Treasury;  sheep  breeders 
need  a  means  of  marking  individual  animals,  and  it  has  occurred  to  him 
that  Boulton  can  manufacture  what  is  required,  namely  small  rings 
engraved  with  a  date  or  number  to  be  affixed  to  the  sheeps’  ears ;  suggests 
pewter  as  a  metal  which  will  not  rust  or  oxidize,  the  rings  to  be  split- rings; 
he  is  sure  that  many  breeders  would  adopt  this  method  if  it  were  put  on 

the  market.  B.A.O.  <65) 

1799  June  28  He  considers  the  plan  for  sheep-rings  excellent;  the  rings 
must  be  of  a  metal  that  is  not  worth  stealing,  strong  enough  to  resist 
damage  by  bushes,  thorns,  etc.,  and  that  with  each  set  a  tool  should  be  sold 
by  which  to  stamp  the  distinguishing  marks  or  numbers ;  he  will  make  and 
submit  samples.  B.A.O.  <66> 

1799  July  4  Sends  specimen  of  the  “pastoral  ear-ring”,  with  two 
pendants  for  the  number  or  mark,  one  of  tinned  iron  and  one  of  block  tin; 
the  ring  will  be  opened  while  being  inserted  and  will  close  by  its  own 
springiness;  the  price  should  not  exceed  id.  each,  but  cannot  fix  it  except 
by  making  a  large  number;  has  sent  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  10  specimens  of 
halfpence  from  a  new  die;  a  ship  has  been  proposed  instead  of  Britannia 
for  the  reverse,  but  if  the  Lords  decide  on  a  new  device,  he  hopes  that  they 
will  defer  it  until  the  new  century  and  allow  him  to  make  the  present  issue 
as  it  is  now.  B.A.O.  <67) 

1799  July  6  *  He  thinks  the  sheep-rings  excellent,  but  their  diameter 
might  be  reduced ;  the  block  tin  label  is  preferable,  and  could  be  stamped 
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on  one  side  with  the  owner’s  initials  or  mark,  and  on  the  other  with  the 
number ;  the  price  is  of  no  importance ;  a  great  wool  and  sheep  show  is  to 
be  held  at  Lewes,  July  26-30,  and  if  he  can  take  a  gross  of  the  rings  with 
him  he  can  make  them  widely  known;  is  suffering  from  gout  and  after 
Parliament  rises  will  have  no  engagement  except  the  Sheep  Fair  until  he 
goes  to  Lincolnshire  in  the  middle  of  August ;  he  hopes  Britannia  will  not 
be  exiled  from  the  coinage  B.A.O.  <68> 
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1799  July  10  *  His  shepherd  criticizes  the  circular  shape  of  the  ear-ring, 
and  thinks  that  one  shaped  like  the  link  of  a  chain  less  likely  to  be  caught 
in  bushes,  etc. ;  Count  Rumford  has  suggested  another  form,  of  which  he 
sends  a  drawing;  would  like  a  supply  in  any  form  to  take  to  Lewes  Fair; 
he  hopes  the  indenture  for  authority  to  make  the  new  coinage  will  be 
ready  in  a  week;  the  illicit  export  of  copper  is  providing  sheathing  for 
enemy  ships.  B.A.O.  <69) 

1799  July  17  *  Has  received  the  parcel  of  sheep-rings  which  are  excellent, 
but  too  heavy ;  asks  if  he  can  be  supplied  with  some  of  lighter  weight  to 
take  to  Lewes  Fair;  meantime  he  will  have  some  of  the  others  fixed  to  the 
ears  of  the  King’s  sheep.  B.A.O.  <70) 

1799  Aug.  2  *  He  regrets  he  will  not  be  able  to  visit  Soho  this  year  as  he 
is  going  straight  to  Revesby  and  omitting  his  annual  visit  to  Derbyshire ; 
he  has  undertaken  to  persuade  the  landowners  in  23  parishes  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire  to  unite  in  enclosing  and  dividing  between  them  10,000  acres  of 
valuable  common  land;  unfortunately  he  had  only  pendants  to  take  to 
Lewes,  the  rings  had  not  arrived  in  time ;  the  lighter  rings  were  made  half 
the  size  of  the  heavy  ones ;  they  are  too  small,  what  he  wants  are  light  rings 
but  the  same  size  as  the  heavy ;  the  anvil  for  stamping  is  too  heavy  and  the 
slot  for  the  pendants  too  small,  as  they  spread  when  struck  and  cannot  be 
taken  out,  and  the  whole  tool  is  too  heavy;  the  Duchess  of  Gordon  has 
written  to  him  for  sheep-rings  and  he  has  told  her  to  instruct  her  agent  to 
apply  to  him  (Boulton).  B.A.O.  <70 

1799  Nov.  23  *  Although  he  thinks  [Charles]  Taylor  well  qualified  to 
succeed  their  late  friend  [Samuel  More],  he  has  already  promised  his  vote 
to  [Stephen]  Lee,  F.R.S.,  an  astronomer,  but  if  Lee  withdraws,  he  will 
support  Taylor  [Taylor,  a  chemist,  was  elected  Sec.  of  the  Society  of  Arts 
in  Feb.  1800];  John  King,  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  Under-Secretary  of 
State,  desires  bronzed  proofs  of  the  twopenny  and  penny  pieces;  he  (B.) 
would  like  a  guinea’s  worth  of  the  new  farthings  if  it  is  lawful  for  him  to 
have  them  now.  B.A.O.  <72) 


84.  Soho,  1799  Nov.  29  He  has  delivered  a  box  containing  2  gs.  worth  of  half- 

Birmingham  pennies  and  farthings  as  requested  and  will  send  another  guinea’s  worth  of 
farthings ;  when  he  was  in  London,  Morrison,  Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint, 
introduced  his  son  who  is  to  replace  Sage  as  examiner  \see  No.  62] ; 
he  invited  him  to  Birmingham  and  showed  him  his  machinery,  and  de¬ 
livered  20  tons  of  coin  according  to  contract;  he  learnt  that  Morrison  and 
his  colleagues  are  secretly  planning  another  copper  coinage,  and  are  trying 
to  buy  copper;  1000  tons  a  year  are  being  made  at  Soho,  as  much  as  can 
safely  be  put  into  circulation.  B.A.O.  <73) 

D.T.C.  11.  318-320 
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85.  Soho,  1799  Nov.  27  [To  Charles  Long,  Sec.  to  Treasury.]  He  was  ordered  by 

Birmingham  the  Coin  Committee,  as  soon  as  the  new  coinage  of  halfpennies  and 

farthings  is  made,  to  prepare  to  supply  the  public  with  large  quantities  as 
soon  as  the  Proclamation  is  issued,  and  because  of  the  high  price  of  copper, 
to  lose  no  opportunity  of  buying;  as  soon  as  the  warrant  was  issued  he 
took  Morrison  Junior  to  Soho,  who  examined  and  passed  20  tons,  which 
were  packed  and  delivered;  since  then  Morrison  has  examined  a  further 
quantity  but  will  not  consent  to  sending  it  away  without  authority  from 
the  Treasury;  his  stores  are  full  and  transport  arrangements  upset  by  the 
delay;  asks  for  immediate  authority  to  release  the  stocks.  B.A.O.  (73A) 

D.T.C.  11.  321-323 

86.  Soho  Square  1799  Dec.  2  *  [Marked  Private. ]  He  is  confined  by  gout;  considers  the 

delay  by  the  Treasury  impolitic  and  unprecedented,  and  desires  to  be 
informed  if  permission  is  not  immediately  given ;  deplores  the  cunning  and 
abominable  conduct  of  Williams  and  his  friend  G.  R[ose] ;  “we  shall 
therefore  all  join  in  the  chase  with  vigor  and  spirit”;  cannot  think  that 
Morrison  is  concerned  in  competition  or  any  active  opposition  to  Boulton’s 
plans,  as  he  was  much  gratified  by  his  son’s  appointment;  asks  for  the 
fullest  information  he  may  have  to  communicate  to  Lord  Liverpool. 

B.A.O.  <74> 

1799  Dec.  4  He  has  received  a  letter  from  [Thomas]  Lack  [Sec.  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Trade],  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  made  another  attack 
on  his  coinage,  and  have  written  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  know  if  his  terms 
are  as  advantageous  as  those  of  the  Royal  Mint ;  Lack  also  wants  to  know 
what  Williams  paid  for  his  coin ;  the  Treasury  have  ordered  that  no  coin  is 
to  be  issued  until  the  Proclamation  is  published.  B.A.O.  <75) 

D.T.C.  11.  329-330 

88.  Soho,  1799  Dec.  4  [To  Thomas  Lack.]  States  the  terms  on  which  the  coinage 

Birmingham  was  done  for  Williams,  who  delivered  copper  to  Birmingham  ready  rolled, 

did  not  charge  for  carriage  from  Swansea,  found  his  own  casks  and  pack¬ 
ages  and  took  back  all  the  waste ;  for  the  coinage  made  for  Government,  he 
(Boulton)  introduced  many  improvements,  bore  all  expenses  of  manage¬ 
ment  and  storage;  no  improvements  have  been  made  at  the  Royal  Mint; 
Morrison  has  spied  on  his  methods  and  improvements  and  questioned  his 
workmen ;  gives  detailed  statement  of  his  costs  and  profits  and  for  copper 
supplied  for  sheathing  ships  of  the  Navy.  D.T.C.  11.  335-344 

89.  Soho,  1799  Dec.  4  Encloses  copy  of  his  letter  to  Lack  [No.  88];  he  is  willing 

Birmingham  to  deliver  coins  anywhere  without  putting  the  Government  to  any  expense ; 

if  the  Royal  Mint  can  supply  1000  tons  a  year  of  money  equally  difficult  to 
produce,  he  will  be  content  “to  sit  down  with  my  loss  and  resign  the 
coinage  to  them,  but  theirs  must  be  as  his — concave  pieces  struck  in  collars 
with  a  large  indented  cord  on  the  edges.”  D.T.C.  11.  334 

90.  Soho  Square  1800  Mar.  7  *  He  has  consulted  Lord  Liverpool  about  the  draft  of 

Boulton’s  advertisement  and  he  has  no  objection  to  it,  provided  a  para¬ 
graph  is  added  explaining  that  the  halfpence  and  farthings  would  have 
been  manufactured  according  to  the  same  proportions  of  weight  as  the 
penny  pieces,  had  not  the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  copper  made  this 
impossible ;  that  is,  32  halfpennies  and  64  farthings  to  the  lb.  av.,  instead  of 
36  and  72  respectively.  B.A.O.  <76) 
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91.  Soho  Square  1800  May  8  *  Introduces  Counts  George  and  Lewis  Munster,  relatives 
of  his  friend  Baron  Von  Lenthe,  the  Hanoverian  Minister;  they  will  not  be 
inquisitive  about  secret  processes  of  manufacture,  but  merely  wish  to  see 
“all  that  is  curious  and  interesting  and  that  an  Englishman  has  pride  in 
showing  to  a  Foreigner”.  B.A.O.  <77) 


92.  Soho  Square  1S00  June  14  *  Thanks  him  for  the  civilities  shown  to  the  Counts 

Munster,  who  greatly  appreciated  them ;  introduces  Count  Einsiedel  and 
would  be  grateful  for  similar  attention  shown  to  him.  B.A.O.  <78) 

93.  Soho  Square  1800  July  24*  Encloses  draft  for  £29  for  the  manufacture  and  supply  of 

sheep’s  ear-rings.  B.A.O.  <79) 

94.  Soho  Square  1803  Dec.  20  #  Has  just  received  from  Paris  the  report  of  the  Institut 

on  the  inventions  of  Jean  Pierre  Droz  in  the  art  of  coinage  in  which  those 
of  Boulton  figure  largely ;  will  send  the  report  by  coach  if  desired ;  he  has 
been  confined  to  his  bedroom  for  more  than  a  month,  but  hopes  to  be  able 
to  move  again  in  a  week.  [Written  by  another  hand.]  B.A.O.  <8o> 


95.  Soho,  1803  Dec.  25  Regrets  to  hear  of  B.’s  illness;  he  himself  has  been  confined 

Birmingham  to  his  house  for  two  years,  suffering  from  stone ;  last  year  his  press  coined 
80  million  pieces,  all  struck  in  collars;  hopes  soon  to  send  for  Miss  Banks 
a  medal  he  is  preparing  to  record  the  history  of  his  mint ;  thanks  B.  for  the 
offer  of  the  report  on  Droz,  but  declines  it  as  the  reading  of  it  would  throw 
him  into  a  passion.  B.A.O.  <8i> 


96.  Soho  Square 


97.  Soho, 

Birmingham 


98.  Soho  Square 


1804  Jan.  18  *  He  is  now  recovering,  and  as  he  can  now  use  his  right 
hand  again,  he  writes  to  say  how  pleased  he  is  that  Boulton  intends  to 
vindicate  his  inventions  against  the  insidious  and  impudent  claims  of  Droz ; 
he  has  an  evil  opinion  of  the  Institut  for  supporting  them;  under  Dr. 
Pitcairn’s  advice,  he  is  living  on  milk  and  vegetable  diet  by  which  he 
hopes  to  diminish  the  attacks  of  gout  and  to  recover  the  use  of  his  legs. 

B.A.O.  <82) 

1804  Jan.  23  Although  confined  to  bed,  he  still  has  much  business  to 
attend  to,  letters  to  dictate  and  sign,  visitors  to  interview,  etc. ;  has  therefore 
not  had  time  to  answer  certain  members  of  the  Institut  and  their  false 
claims;  recalls  Droz’s  time  at  Soho,  and  his  piracies  and  ingratitude;  his 
press  last  year  struck  more  coins  than  all  the  French  mints  ever  produced 
in  a  year;  sends  two  specimens  of  regenerated  Spanish  dollars  from  his 
press,  one  of  which  is  for  Miss  Banks.  B.A.O.  <83) 

D.T.C.  14.  189-192 

1804  Jan.  27  *  He  is  very  proud  of  the  ability  of  his  old  friend  as  shown 
in  the  recoined  dollar  which  is  a  chef  d' oeuvre  of  coining ;  he  considers  the 
Bank  of  England  is  the  proper  place  of  issue  for  stamped  dollars,  as  they 
are  not  a  new  coinage,  but  temporary  Bank  tokens;  the  issue  of  these 
tokens  is  of  importance  in  the  present  time  of  distress,  as  would  also  be 
the  Jth  part,  if  it  can  be  contrived  to  cut  the  dollars  into  four  after  they  are 
stamped,  it  would  also  obviate  the  immediate  necessity  of  a  new  silver 
coinage;  he  hopes  soon  to  be  able  to  advocate  the  use  of  this  invention; 
some  country  banks  have  issued  stamped  dollars  of  their  own,  and  might 
issue  the  official  ones;  doubts  if  the  King’s  head  should  be  used  on  a 
bank  token.  B.A.O.  <84) 
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Boulton,  Matthew,  continued 

99.  Soho,  1804  Jan.  30  He  has  proved  by  experiment  that  good  coin  can  be  made 

Birmingham  out  of  Spanish  dollars  without  remelting,  rolling,  cutting  into  blanks,  etc., 
and  without  altering  the  alloy  or  diminishing  the  weight ;  he  considers  the 
public  would  not  favour  a  dollar  cut  into  four;  suggests  the  arms  of  the 
Bank  of  England  for  the  reverse ;  he  has  been  asked  by  the  Bank  directors 
to  coin  some  dollars,  but  doubts  if  it  is  legal ;  his  best  coinage  customer  is 
the  H.E.I.  Co.  for  which  he  has  two  large  orders  in  hand.  B.A.O.  <85) 

D.T.C.  14.  199-203 
Rough  draft  of  the  foregoing  letter.  B.A.O.  (86) 

Feeble  health  and  the  use  of  crutches  have  made  him  an 
but  he  has  had  dollars  shown  to  Addington,  the  Bank 
Directors  and  the  King;  the  Bank  cannot  at  present  avail  themselves  of 
Boulton’s  skill,  as  at  this  season  the  H.E.I.  Co.  procure  large  quantities 
of  dollars  for  their  export  trade ;  although  Boulton  declines  to  be  paid  for 
the  dollars  he  has  sent,  B.  insists  on  paying  at  least  their  silver  value,  he 
thinks  the  King’s  head  and  titles  should  not  appear  on  dollars  as  the 
public  would  regard  them  as  legal  tender;  thinks  that  they  should  be 
circulated  in  London  by  the  Bank  of  England,  inscribed  on  one  side 
“Bank  of  England  Dollar  Token”,  and  elsewhere  by  Country  Bankers 
with  the  names  of  the  issuers  impressed  on  them;  he  wishes  a  measure 
could  be  got  through  Parliament  to  authorize  such  issue  to  tide  over  the 
time  when  silver  is  so  dear,  and  until  the  present  bad  silver  is  recoined. 

B.A.O.  (87) 
D.T.C.  14.  206-208 

102.  Soho  Square  1804  Feb.  6  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  20  dollar  pieces;  he  has  distributed 

some  to  Bankers,  to  the  Speaker  and  to  Mr.  Vansittart;  the  King  has 
accepted  one  and  has  expressed  his  thanks  and  his  approval  of  Boulton’s 
methods  by  a  letter  from  Addington,  who  has  also  written  that  he  will  see 
the  Bank  directors  in  favour  of  the  project;  in  order  to  prepare  himself 
to  master  the  situation,  he  has  drawn  up  a  statement  of  his  thoughts  on 
the  present  state  of  silver  money,  a  draft  of  which  he  encloses  for  Boulton’s 
criticism.  B.A.O.  (88) 

103.  [Soho  Square  1804  Feb.  — ]*  Document  headed  “Thoughts  on  the  present  state  of 

our  Silver  Money,  on  the  impracticability  of  receiving  it  at  present,  &  on 
the  propriety  of  encouraging  the  Bank  to  issue  Silver  Tokens  as  a  tem¬ 
porary  relief  for  the  present  scarcity  of  Silver  Coin,  &  a  provision  for  a 
Coinage  of  Silver,  whenever  the  price  of  that  Metal  shall  cease  to 
fluctuate.”  [A  long  statement  in  19  paragraphs.]  D.T.C.  14.  209-216 

104.  [Soho  Square  1804  Feb.  — ]  *  Shorter  version  of  the  last,  without  heading,  containing 

the  gist  of  paragraphs  1-15  and  19  of  the  long  version.  B.A.O.  <89) 

105.  [Soho,  1804  Feb.  — ]  He  has  received  B.’s  valuable  “Thoughts  on  the  present 

Birmingham  state”,  etc,  and  in  general  approves  it,  but  differs  in  opinion  on  one  or  two 

points;  first,  he  cannot  admit  that  the  recoining  of  sufficient  money  is 
impracticable,  provided  as  many  dollars  or  as  much  silver  as  could  be 
collected  from  all  nations  as  would  be  equal  to  ^00  tons,  the  amount  now 
in  circulation  or  in  the  Bank;  two  things  only  are  requisite — bullion  and 
workmanship ;  he  would  contract  to  do  it  in  one  year  if  the  silver  were 
provided ;  to  wait  for  the  price  to  cease  to  fluctuate  is  to  wait  for  ever;  at  the 
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1804  Feb.  — ] 
1804  Mar.  3 


Boulton,  Matthew,  continued 

highest  price  of  silver,  1  lb.  ought  to  be  coined  into  72  shillings  or  144 
sixpences;  he  agrees  that  silver  is  the  basis  of  foreign  exchange  because 
the  price  of  gold  is  more  stable ;  half  and  quarter  dollars  could  be  regener¬ 
ated  by  the  same  process  as  dollars;  recommends  that  9  million  dollars 
should  be  regenerated ;  he  would  be  sorry  to  see  the  King  of  Spain’s  head 
on  English  coins;  he  can  see  no  objection  to  King  George’s  head  on  the 
obverse  and  the  Bank  arms  on  the  reverse;  the  present  counterpunch  is  no 
security  against  counterfeiting;  he  would  not  undertake  to  mix  the  alloy, 
but  if  alloyed  blanks  were  provided,  he  could  coin  any  quantity;  copper 
coins  are  still  counterfeited  in  London  and  diffused  by  the  turnpike 
keepers.  [The  Birmingham  copy  is  incomplete.]  B.A.O.  (go) 

D.T.C.  14.  217-222 

Draft  and  notes  for  the  foregoing  letter.  [Incomplete.] 

B.A.O.  <91) 

Consideration  of  Dollars  by  the  Coin  Committee  was 
delayed  by  the  King’s  illness;  they  have  now  decided  that  the  Bank  of 
England  is  to  issue  them  with  the  King’s  head  on  the  obverse  and  the 
Arms  of  the  Bank  on  the  reverse  with  suitable  inscriptions;  requests  a 
drawing  to  show  the  Committee;  as  the  Bank  has  no  arms  the  drawing  will 
have  to  show  a  blank  shield  until  arms  are  granted ;  the  Bank  demurred  at 
first  as  they  have  400,000  dollars  with  the  small  head  of  the  King  struck 
seven  years  ago,  but  he  is  sure  Boulton  can  get  over  this  difficulty;  such  a 
specimen  of  a  dollar  to  supersede  the  old  ones  which  are  too  easy  to 
counterfeit;  gives  detailed  description;  hopes  to  see  Boulton’s  machinery 
installed  in  the  Royal  Mint;  if  Rennie  is  ordered  to  report,  asks  if  he  could 
be  given  particulars  in  strict  confidence.  B.A.O.  <92) 

1804  Mar.  5  He  is  very  grateful  for  B.’s  zeal  in  the  dollar  question  and 
for  his  efforts  in  favour  of  the  Soho  mint ;  the  Bank  has  no  arms,  but  ought 
to  have  a  grant ;  as  to  the  400,000  old-type  dollars  at  the  bank,  he  can  make 
good  coins  of  them,  and  has  asked  his  agent  John  Woodward  to  deliver 
specimens;  Sir  Charles  Blagden  ( q.v .,  No.  297)  has  visited  his  works; 
while  confined  to  his  room,  he  is  rearranging  his  medal  cabinet,  and  wishes 
to  borrow  from  Miss  Banks  a  slide  from  her  cabinet,  which  he  will  ask  one 
of  his  agents,  Woodward  or  Chippingdale,  to  call  for.  B.A.O.  <93) 

109.  Soho  Square  1804  Mar.  6  *  He  went  to  the  Bank  of  England  to  expedite  the  adoption 

of  Boulton’s  new  coinage,  but  found  the  Directors  “as  torpid  as  toads’’; 
they  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  the  Token  issue,  but  after  much  con¬ 
versation  they  agreed  to  order  100,000  of  them,  a  very  insufficient  number; 
he  urged  them  to  apply  for  arms  from  the  Herald’s  office,  but  they  refused 
and  prefer  to  adhere  to  their  seal;  as  it  is  ill-engraved,  he  prefers  the  third 
pattern  of  Britannia  in  a  garter,  which  he  hopes  will  be  adopted. 

B.A.O.  <94> 

1804  Mar.  9  He  prepared  two  drawings  of  the  Bank  Token,  but  the 
impression  of  the  seal  being  damaged  he  had  to  send  for  another;  the 
Bank  solicitor  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  a  draft  contract ;  they  propose 
to  send  200,000  dollars  each  time  by  wagon  with  a  guard  of  3  men;  he  is 
willing  to  sign  the  contract  when  the  dies  are  engraved  and  other  prepara¬ 
tions  made,  the  workpeople  organized  and  precautions  for  safety  made; 
the  substitution  of  Britannia  for  the  Imperial  Arms  will  be  difficult  on 
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punched  dollars,  but  the  Crown  will  improve  the  reverse ;  asks  for  further 
suggestions  without  delay.  B.A.O.  <95) 

1804  Mar.  10  *  Woodward  has  called  and  brought  the  drawings  and  he 
desired  him  to  take  them  immediately  to  the  Bank;  makes  five  observa¬ 
tions:  1.  The  Crown  is  inadmissible  on  a  token,  being  a  mark  of  royalty; 
2.  considers  the  profile  of  Britannia  preferable  to  full-face;  3.  thinks  the 
oval  border  suits  the  contour  better  than  a  circular  one;  4.  approves 
the  substitution  of  the  ribbon  for  the  garter;  5.  the  bee-hive  should  be 
elaborated  lest  it  be  mistaken  for  the  Cap  of  Liberty;  he  was  aware  that 
Britannia  would  take  up  more  metal  than  a  coat  of  arms,  which  was  his 
reason  for  urging  that  arms  should  be  adopted.  B.A.O.  <96) 

1804  Mar.  28  *  He  is  commissioned  by  Miss  Banks  to  express  her 
thanks  for  the  specimen  of  a  guinea  and  for  the  gauge ;  he  hopes  the  Coin 
Committee  will  soon  profit  by  Boulton’s  improvements  in  coining  gold; 
his  sister  thinks  she  has  specimens  of  all  the  coins  struck  for  H.E.I.  Co.  but 
would  like  a  list  to  check,  and  also  specimens  made  for  foreign  countries; 
asks  the  history  of  the  coin  engraved  by  Droz  of  which  he  sends  a  drawing; 
sends  a  copy  of  his  sister’s  catalogue  of  her  books;  Antigua  proposes  to 
coin  £5,000  in  small  silver  and  copper,  and  he  has  told  the  agent  that  this 
can  be  done  more  cheaply  by  Boulton  than  at  the  Royal  Mint. 

B.A.O.  <97> 

1804  Apl.  4  The  coin  of  which  the  drawing  was  sent  is  a  specimen 
French  coin  made  by  Droz  of  which  he  has  some  impressions  in  lead 
which  he  will  send  when  he  can  again  go  to  his  factory;  he  desires  B.  to 
read  attentively  Garbett’s  report  on  the  Mint  of  1782;  Garbett  privately 
printed  a  treatise  on  money,  exchange,  etc.,  of  which  he  gave  copies  to 
Pitt  and  to  Lords  Lansdowne  and  Liverpool,  but  no  copy  was  given  to 
him ;  he  had  a  visit  from  Colvill  and  Dollier  of  Dublin  on  their  way  to  give 
evidence  to  Government  on  the  dissatisfaction  in  Ireland  with  their 
defective  coinage;  gives  details  of  the  processes  and  costs  of  coining  silver 
and  the  prices  at  which  he  could  make  half  and  quarter  dollars  and 
shillings  compared  with  those  of  the  Royal  Mint ;  he  finds  difficulty  in 
obtaining  all  the  copper  he  requires  for  the  H.E.I.  Co.,  for  Ceylon,  and 
for  the  Board  of  Ordnance  who  require  copper  hoops  for  gunpowder 
barrels.  1  B.A.O.  <98) 

1804  Apl.  6  Corrects  an  error  in  his  calculation  of  the  cost  of  coining 
silver  in  previous  letter.  B.A.O.  <99) 

1804  Apl.  7  *  Asks  if  he  received  his  sister’s  catalogue  and  queries,  as  no 
mention  of  them  was  made  in  the  last  letter;  he  has  questioned  both 
[Thomas]  Lack  and  Lord  Liverpool  as  to  Garbett’s  printed  paper  on  coin¬ 
age,  but  both  state  they  have  never  seen  it;  he  has  seen  Addington  and 
borrowed  Boulton’s  letter  [to  Vansittart]  about  half  and  quarter  dollars;  he 
presumes  that  the  offer  to  make  them  in  May  implies  the  use  of  existing 
dies  as  there  would  be  no  time  to  make  a  new  reverse ;  has  been  discussing 
the  Irish  currency,  but  nothing  is  yet  settled  except  that  Boulton  will 
be  employed  to  make  halfpence  and  farthings  and  perhaps  pence  also; 
asks  for  information  on  cost;  informs  him  that  he  (Boulton)  is  as  much  in 
favour  with  the  Prime  Minister  as  he  was  ever  out  of  it  with  Rose  and 
Long.  B.A.O.  (100) 
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1 1 6.  Soho,  1804  Apl.  9  Regrets  he  did  not  acknowledge  Miss  Bank’s  catalogue  of 

Birmingham  numismatic  books  which  he  intends  to  make  a  copy  of  before  returning  it ; 

he  was  told  by  [Thomas]  Lack  that  Lord  Liverpool  had  a  copy  of  Gar- 
bett’s  pamphlet  on  Coinage;  he  is  pleased  that  B.  has  seen  his  letter  to 
Vansittart;  the  Bank  speak  of  not  more  than  200,000  dollars  as  the  quantity 
to  be  struck,  until  the  public  demand  can  be  known;  now  that  there  is  a 
new  Governor  of  the  Bank,  and  application  for  supplies  has  been  made  by 
Ireland,  the  number  will  probably  be  increased;  he  can  make  fractional 
dollars  without  remelting,  and  taking  the  dollar  at  60 d.  he  suggests  pieces 
equivalent  to  30J.,  20 d.  and  lod.  B.A.O.  <ioi> 


1 1 7.  Soho  Square  1804  Apl.  12*  He  has  questioned  Lack  and  Lord  Liverpool  about 

Garbett’s  pamphlet,  but  he  is  assured  that  whilst  Lord  L.  has  a  large 
number  of  tracts  by  Garbett,  he  has  never  seen  the  printed  work  referred 
to ;  the  copy  of  Miss  Banks’s  Catalogue  was  made  expressly  for  Boulton  to 
keep ;  she  enquires  if  there  is  another  guinea-piece  of  earlier  date  than 
the  one  she  has ;  he  considers  Droz’s  pattern  coin  ill-engraved ;  he  doubts 
the  expediency  of  making  parts  of  the  dollar  from  the  whole  pieces;  the 
Treasury  has  sent  [to  the  Coin  Committee]  the  returns  of  Boulton’s 
penny  and  twopenny  pieces,  but  not  those  of  the  halfpence  and  farthings. 

B.A.O.  <102) 

1804  Apl.  12  *  He  has  been  asked  by  [Nathaniel]  Bond,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  to  request  Boulton  to  instruct 
his  agent  to  attend  the  meeting  on  the  21st  to  answer  certain  questions  on 
his  behalf  relating  to  the  time  required,  the  weekly  output,  etc.,  for  the 
coining  of  regenerated  dollars  and  fractions,  and  for  twopenny,  penny  and 
halfpenny  pieces;  the  questions  are  to  be  answered  on  the  presumption 
that  the  H.E.I.  Co.,  on  account  of  urgency,  will  suspend  the  execution  of 
their  orders  until  Government  has  been  supplied ;  further  details  may  be 
required  as  to  the  price  of  copper,  and  as  to  the  alloy  required  if  dollars 
are  remelted  and  what  checks  as  to  standard,  etc.,  will  be  required  for  the 
satisfaction  of  both  parties;  he  regrets  to  trouble  Boulton  in  his  present 
state  of  ill-health,  but  has  no  doubt  of  the  ability  and-  intelligence 
of  his  representation  to  supply  the  information  required. 

B.A.O.  <103) 

119.  Soho,  1804  Apl.  16  [Reply  to  No.  1 17.]  He  gives  a  list  of  the  pamphlets,  etc.,  by 

Birmingham  Garbett,  who  assured  him  that  he  had  given  copies  to  the  persons  previously 
mentioned  and  suggests  if  their  titles  are  quoted  they  may  be  found; 
returns  thanks  for  Miss  Banks’s  gift  of  her  catalogue,  which  he  will  compare 
with  his  own  and  annotate  it ;  sends  the  figures  asked  for  relating  to  half¬ 
pence  and  farthings;  has  sent  to  Woodward  two  new  Britannia  dollars, 
one  of  which  is  for  Miss  Banks;  when  the  drawing  of  the  reverse  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Bank  directors,  his  engraver  at  once  began  work  on  the 
die,  but  two  days  later  he  was  instructed  to  omit  the  word  “Token” 
from  the  legend ;  a  new  die  had  to  be  engraved,  and  after  it  was  finished 
and  hardened,  he  was  ordered  to  reinstate  the  word  “Token”,  which 
cannot  be  done  without  losing  two  months’  work  and  output,  an  affair  of 
£9,000;  sends  for  B.’s  information  Huskisson’s  letter  on  the  subject  and 
asks  the  advice  of  the  Committee  how  he  should  act,  as  three  sets  of  dies 


1 18.  Soho  Square 
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are  required ;  the  authorities  of  the  Mint  are  much  displeased  at  his 
undertaking  silver  coinage;  he  has  declined  an  order  for  silver  and  copper 
coins  for  Ireland.  B.A.O.  <104) 

1804  Apl.  16  [Reply  to  No.  118.]  He  has  in  hand  small  coinage  for 
H.E.I.  Co.  to  be  finished  next  week;  has  contracted  with  the  Bank  of 
England  to  begin  800,000  dollars  the  first  week  in  May  and  to  recoin  200,000 
per  week  for  four  weeks ;  after  that  the  coinage  for  Ceylon,  and  he  will  not 
be  free  to  undertake  further  obligations  until  August;  supplies  detailed 
information  as  to  the  price  and  supply  of  copper,  etc.,  which  the  Com¬ 
mittee  require;  Weston  or  Woodward  will  attend  the  meeting  on  the  21st 
on  his  behalf.  B.A.O.  <i°5> 

[Soho  Square  1804  Apl.  21]  *  As  Woodward  will  inform  him,  the  Committee  this  day 
decided  to  order  a  new  die  for  the  reverse  of  the  Irish  dollar  and  also  new 
dies  for  a  copper  coinage  for  Ireland,  and  recommend  Government  to 
suspend  the  Ceylon  coinage  until  that  for  Ireland  has  made  considerable 
progress ;  returns  thanks  for  the  Bank  dollar ;  the  new  directors  will  allow 
a  large  quantity  to  go  into  circulation.  B.A.O.  <io6> 

1804  Apl.  23  Thanks  B.  for  sending  the  Committee’s  decision,  full 
particulars  of  which  he  has  had  from  Woodward ;  discusses  the  legend  of 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  token  and  sends  drawing  of  the  design  he  proposes; 
the  postponement  of  the  Ceylon  coinage  relieved  him  of  a  difficulty; 
as  the  reverse  is  to  bear  the  seal  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  he  must  have  an 
impression  of  it  without  delay;  if  the  whole  of  the  1,200,000  had  been  sent 
at  once  under  military  guard  it  would  have  saved  much  expense  and  also 
give  ample  stock  if  he  is  to  produce  300,000  per  week;  as  there  is  now 
union  with  Ireland,  he  considers  that  all  the  coinage  should  now  be  of  one 
denomination ;  he  will  do  his  utmost  to  fulfil  the  undertaking,  and  produce 
coins  which  will  be  difficult  to  counterfeit ;  he  must  now  quit  his  bedroom 
and  devote  all  his  time  to  his  mint ;  “otherwise  I  should  forfeit  my  honour”. 

B.A.O.  <107) 

123.  Soho  Square  1804  May  1  *  He  sends  three  papers  by  Garbett  which  he  has  obtained 

from  Lord  Liverpool ;  Lack  says  he  remembers  some  others  which  he  will 
search  for  as  soon  as  the  three  are  returned ;  Mr.  Sullivan  is  writing  to-day 
accepting  Boulton’s  offer  [for  the  Irish  coinage] ;  political  affairs  are  in  a 
state  of  anarchy;  the  King  is  in  good  spirits ;  B.  has  always  avoided  party 
politics  and  is  therefore  not  affected  by  political  crises;  he  has  just  received 
from  Greville  a  paper  by  Watts.  B.A.O.  <io8> 

124.  Soho  Square  1804  May  12  *  He  had  been  to  the  Treasury  to  endeavour  to  have  the 

order  for  the  Irish  copper  coinage  completed ;  as  the  coinage  is  an  imperial 
matter,  payment  will  be  made  by  the  Treasury  and  met  by  the  Bank  of 
Ireland;  suggests  that  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  coining;  allowance  should 
be  made  for  the  cost  of  circulating,  for  a  possible  rise  in  copper,  and  for 
the  rate  of  exchange ;  asks  for  drawings  of  the  designs  for  the  Irish  copper 
coinage  to  insert  in  the  books  of  the  Council;  he  presumes  that  100,000 
dollars  will  be  finished  to-day  and  sent  to  the  Bank  and  will  soon  be  in 
circulation,  and  that  the  Irish  will  not  be  begun  until  the  21st. 

B.A.O.  <109) 

125.  Soho  Square  1804  May  30  *  Introduces  Capt.  [Thomas]  Hardwicke  who  has  benefited 

science  by  bringing  from  India  a  capital  collection  of  drawings  of  objects 
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of  Natural  History;  as  his  interests  are  solely  those  of  a  naturalist,  he  will 
not  pry  into  or  detect  anything  that  should  be  kept  secret.  B.A.O.  <i  io> 
Spring  1804.  Aug.  4  *  His  sister  offers  for  Boulton’s  acceptance  a  forged  dollar; 

Grove  she  has  heard  of  them  but  has  only  been  able  to  secure  one ;  he  intends  to 

call  on  his  way  to  Derbyshire  this  year.  B.A.O.  <iii> 

Soho,  1804  Aug.  12  He  is  much  obliged  for  Miss  Banks’s  note  from  which  he 

Birmingham  learns  that  she  has  presented  some  of  his  dollars  to  the  Princess ;  he  eagerly 
awaits  the  arrival  of  B.,  Lady  Banks  and  Miss  Banks  and  has  reserved 
beds  in  his  house  for  them  and  arranged  for  stable  accommodation,  and 
hopes  they  will  stay  more  than  one  day.  B.A.O.  <112) 

D.T.C.  1 5.  21-23 
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[34.  Overton 


1804  Aug.  13  *  He  regrets  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  leave  London  as 
soon  as  he  expected,  but  will  accept  the  kind  invitation  and  hospitality 
offered  and  will  stay  two  days;  he  has  not  been  summoned  to  the  Coin 
Committee  since  it  was  reconstituted,  though  his  advice  is  sometimes 
asked  for ;  as  soon  as  he  can,  he  will  fix  the  date  of  his  visit.  B.A.O.  <113) 

1804  Aug.  22  *  He  hopes  to  arrive  in  the  evening  of  [Saturday]  25th 
Aug.  and  remain  on  Sunday  and  part  of  Monday.  B.A.O.  <114) 

1804  Aug.  23  *  He  greatly  regrets  that  once  more  he  must  defer  his  visit ; 
when  he  had  packed  his  luggage  and  ready  to  start,  news  arrived  of  the 
illness  of  his  mother,  and  as  she  is  85  years  of  age,  he  has  little  hope  of  her 
recovery.  B.A.O.  <115) 

1804  Aug.  31  *  Announces  the  death  of  his  mother  on  the  27th;  she  was 
in  perfect  health  before  her  seizure,  when  she  sank  into  a  comatose  state  and 
died  without  pain;  she  will  be  laid  in  the  family  vault  at  Revesby;  on 
Sunday  [9th  Sept.]  they  will  set  out  for  Woodstock,  where  Lady  Banks 
wishes  to  see  the  collection  of  old  china  of  the  Duke  [of  Marlborough] ;  on 
Monday  they  will  visit  Kenilworth  and  stay  at  Coventry,  and  hope  to 
arrive  at  Birmingham  before  dinner  on  Tuesday,  when  conversation  with 
an  old  friend  will  be  a  great  consolation;  his  friend  Mendoza  y  Rios 
intends  to  visit  Boulton ;  assures  him  that  he  is  a  man  of  honour  and  may 
be  relied  upon.  B.A.O.  (116} 

1804  Sept.  5  Condoles  with  B.  on  the  death  of  his  mother;  dinner  was 
prepared  on  Tuesday  4th  and  B.’s  party  anxiously  awaited;  on  referring 
again  to  his  letter,  it  was  evident  that  the  following  week  was  intended,  so 
he  hopes  to  have  the  pleasure  on  Tuesday  nth  Sept.;  his  friend  Richard 
Lawrence,  a  veterinary  surgeon,  desires  permission  to  make  drawings  of 
Spanish  sheep  for  his  forthcoming  treatise.  B.A.O.  <117) 

1804  Sept.  6  *  He  much  regrets  that  his  error  and  ambiguity  as  to  dates 
should  have  caused  disappointment  and  applauds  Boulton’s  good  humour 
in  making  light  of  it ;  he  hopes  to  arrive  in  good  time  on  the  nth ;  encloses 
an  order  for  Lawrence  to  have  access  to  the  King’s  Spanish  flock,  though 
the  sheep  at  present  are  not  in  good  condition.  B.A.O.  (11  8> 

1804  Sept.  15  *  Thanks  Boulton  for  procuring  for  him  Richard  Law¬ 
rence’s  book  on  the  Horse ;  he  considers  it  well  written  and  instructive,  and 
the  illustrations  also  display  the  author’s  skill  and  ability;  makes  various 
observations  at  length  on  the  book,  mentioning  especially  respiration; 
feeding,  and  the  merits  of  various  cereals,  gait  and  pace ;  has  seldom  read 


Boulton,  Matthew,  continued 

a  book  with  greater  satisfaction  and  he  will  recommend  it  to  the  Lincoln¬ 
shire  squires;  thanks  Boulton  and  his  partner  Watt  for  their  attentions 
during  his  visit  and  expresses  admiration  at  the  equipment  and  organiza¬ 
tion  of  their  factory.  B.A.O.  <119) 

135.  Overton  1804  Sept.  22  *  He  wrote  as  promised  to  Huskisson,  late  Agent  for 

Ceylon  to  ask  why  the  Ceylon  coinage  had  been  suspended;  encloses  his 
reply  from  which  it  appears  that  misunderstanding  is  the  cause,  and  hopes 
orders  will  be  given  to  commence  work  without  delay;  he  is  grieved  to  see 
Boulton’s  fine  work  suspended  through  the  blunders  of  a  subordinate 
official ;  is  confined  to  his  bed  by  gout  but  hopes  soon  to  be  active  again. 
[Written  by  another  hand.]  B.A.O.  <120) 
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1805  Feb.  3  His  health  is  declining  and  he  is  worried  by  being  involved 
in  a  Chancery  suit;  he  has  had  various  letters  from  the  Privy  Council 
exhorting  him  to  expedition  with  the  new  coinage ;  the  delays  have  been 
due  to  the  formalities  of  office,  as  he  had  been  ready  to  begin  as  soon  as 
the  warrant  arrived ;  he  had  prepared  200  dies  for  the  penny  piece,  rolled 
36  tons  of  copper  and  cut  20  tons  of  blanks  on  the  agreed  standard  of 
24  pence  to  the  lb.  and  48  halfpence,  when  he  was  informed  that  the 
proportions  were  to  be  26  pence  and  52  halfpence,  thereby  nullifying  his 
preparations ;  he  has  now  received  instructions,  however,  to  proceed  with 
the  former  scale  which  has  relieved  him  of  great  anxiety  and  loss ;  has  had 
much  correspondence  with  the  Committee  but  is  sworn  to  secrecy;  as  B. 
is  now  again  on  the  Committee,  Woodward  will  give  him  details  in  confi¬ 
dence.  B.A.O.  <i2i> 

D.T.C.  15.  268-270 

1805  Feb.  5  He  is  in  feeble  health  and  unable  to  write  full  details;  “I 
most  earnestly  request  you  to  bury  in  eternal  silence  all  that  I  have  com¬ 
municated  to  you  from  myself  and  Woodward  upon  a  certain  subject.” 

D.T.C.  is-  276 

1805  Feb.  6  *  He  hopes  and  believes  that  nothing  has  escaped  him  that 
can  do  any  harm  in  the  matter  under  discussion;  he  will  henceforth  be 
especially  guarded;  is  disquieted  by  the  state  of  Boulton’s  health.  [Note 
by  B.,  on  his  copy  of  this  letter,  that  Boulton  is  probably  anxious  because 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  Duke  of  Montrose  or  George  Rose,  but  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  Woodward  called.]  B.A.O.  <122) 

D.T.C.  15.  279 

1805  Apl.  12  *  He  is  grieved  to  hear  of  the  state  of  Boulton’s  health;  he 
has  had  no  pleasure  in  reading  the  letters  that  Woodward  put  into  his 
hands;  the  Privy  Council  have  entangled  Boulton  into  a  partnership  with 
a  man  he  would  not  have  connected  himself  with,  and  they  must  take 
the  consequences;  he  is  wrong  in  thinking  that  B.  serves  on  the  new  Coin 
Committee ;  the  new  associates  of  Pitt  are  ignorant  and  self-sufficient,  and 
B.  would  not  trust  his  honour  with  them;  their  ignorance  is  testified  by 
their  blunder  over  the  Irish  coinage;  Boulton  should  certainly  claim 
compensation  for  the  heavy  loss  in  which  the  Council  has  involved  him; 
assures  Boulton  of  his  secrecy  and  urges  him  to  stand  up  to  the  Council 
and  make  no  conciliation.  B.A.O.  <123) 

D.T.C.  15.  271-273 
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1806  Apl.  11  Introduces  Mr  Bell,  of  Stone,  Staffordshire,  who  has 
invented  an  instrument  for  measuring  a  ship’s  way  and  ascertaining 
soundings;  he  has  not  himself  seen  the  machine,  but  B.  will  be  able  to 
decide  if  the  invention  is  likely  to  be  useful  or  not.  B.A.O.  <124) 

1806  May  24  Acknowledges  a  packet  of  papers  sent  by  B.  through  his 
son;  they  relate  to  experiments  made  in  1802  on  the  quality  of  copper  for 
sheathing  ships;  H.M.S.  Medusa  was  fitted  on  one  side  with  ordinary 
copper  and  on  the  other  with  refined  copper  supplied  by  Boulton; 
ordinary  copper  resists  the  adherence  of  sea-weed  but  readily  corrodes, 
whilst  refined  copper  attracts  weed  but  resists  corrosion.  B.A.O.  <125) 

BOULTON,  Matthew  Robinson  (1770-1842).  Engineer 

1.  Soho  Square  1806  May  24  *  As  desired  by  his  father  he  requested  Col.  Greville  to 

present  to  the  King  and  the  Royal  Family  the  specimens  of  the  new  copper 
coins  sent  for  that  purpose;  the  gift  was  graciously  received  and  the 
execution  of  the  coins  praised;  the  King  made  kind  enquiries  as  to  Mr. 
Boulton’s  health  and  expressed  regret  at  hearing  of  his  feeble  state; 
requests  that  he  may  borrow  again  the  papers  relating  to  the  sheathing  of 
ships  [see  Boulton,  Matthew,  No.  142],  as  Mr.  [Humphry]  Davy  has 
undertaken  the  analysis  of  English  and  Russian  copper.  B.A.O.  <126) 

2.  Soho,  1806  May  29  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  having  arranged  for  the  presenta- 

Birmingham  tion  of  the  coins  to  the  Royal  Family;  his  father  was  much  gratified  at  the 

gracious  remarks  and  enquiries  by  H.M. ;  sends  the  papers  on  Copper 
Sheathing.  Sotheran,  Mar.  1931,  180 

3.  Soho  Square  1806  July  16  *  Introduces  the  Viscount  de  Lapa,  nephew  of  the  Che¬ 

valier  de  Souza  Couttinho,  Minister  of  the  King  of  Portugal  at  the  British 
Court ;  requests  that  he  may  have  the  usual  civilities  at  Soho ;  is  pleased  to 
hear  his  father’s  health  is  better  and  hopes  to  see  him  and  Mr.  Watt  at 
Soho.  B.A.O.  <127) 

4.  Soho  Square  1806  Aug.  1  *  Reports  that  the  draft  warrant  for  the  new  coinage  has 

been  returned  by  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  with  the  comment 
that  the  charge  of  £5  per  ton  for  delivery  of  half  to  Ireland  and  half  to 
England  should  be  reduced  for  the  latter;  he  believes  that  the  quotation 
was  based  on  the  average  but  would  like  a  reply  thereon  in  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Trade;  hopes  to  be  able  to  visit  his 
father  next  year  and  regrets  he  cannot  do  so  this  year.  B.A.O.  <128) 

1806  Aug.  4  He  explains  for  the  information  of  the  Committee  that  the 
cost  of  delivery  to  Dublin  is  actually  less  than  that  for  some  parts  of 
Great  Britain  and  a  uniform  charge  was  based  upon  the  average  cost  for 
all  places;  if  any  alteration  were  made  in  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the 
price  should  be  raised  rather  than  lowered,  but  in  order  to  avoid  delay  his 
father  was  prepared  to  bear  such  loss  as  may  occur;  the  demand  for  the 
new  coins  is  very  great;  he  regrets  that  he  was  away  when  the  Viscount  de 
Lapa  called.  B.A.O.  <129) 

Soho,  1806  Oct.  21  He  sends  specimens  of  the  medal  which  has  been  struck 

Birmingham  for  the  sailors  who  took  part  in  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar  and  hopes  they  will 
meet  with  B.’s  approval;  if  further  specimens  are  desired  for  Lady  Banks 
or  Miss  Banks  he  will  be  pleased  to  send  them.  B.A.O.  <130) 


5.  Soho, 

Birmingham 
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Boulton,  Matthew  Robinson,  continued 

7.  Soho  Square  1806  Dec.  22  *  He  regrets  the  great  delay  in  sending  his  thanks  for  the 

kind  and  valuable  gift  of  the  Trafalgar  Medals;  when  they  arrived,  he  was 
laid  up  with  gout,  after  which  he  intended  to  write  the  views  of  such  of  his 
friends  as  were  competent  judges  of  medallic  merit,  but  before  he  could  do 
so,  he  was  again  confined  by  gout ;  he  considers  the  design,  engraving  and 
workmanship  excellent  and  he  values  the  gift  as  a  further  mark  of  his 
father’s  long  and  valued  friendship;  ill-health  has  prevented  him  from 
visiting  the  new  Mint  on  Tower  Hill;  two  of  the  moneyers,  Morrison  and 

Atkinson,  have  visited  the  Soho  Mint  and  are  full  of  praise  for  what  they 

saw  there.  B.A.O.  (131) 

8.  Soho,  1807  Dec.  28  Recommends  the  bearer,  J.  Lawson,  who  is  already  known 

Birmingham  to  B.,  as  he  has  come  to  London  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the 

machinery  at  the  Tower  Mint,  and  will  be  honoured  by  any  advice  and 
assistance  B.  will  give  him.  B.A.O.  <132) 

9.  Soho  Square  1808  June  18  *  Regrets  that  he  was  unable  to  see  him  at  the  Council 

Office  as  he  wished  to  discuss  the  distribution  of  copper  coinage ;  owing  to 
many  employers  paying  their  workmen  wholly  in  copper  instead  of  silver, 
the  workmen  spend  it  in  the  ale-houses  and  the  victuallers  are  overloaded 
with  coppers,  which  they  pass  on  to  the  brewers,  who  in  turn  complain  of 
this  excess ;  a  suspension  of  issue  will  be  necessary  until  proper  circulation 
is  restored.  B.A.O.  <133) 

10.  Norfolk  1808  July  8  States  the  price  he  proposed  to  the  Coin  Committee  to 

Street  supply  cake  copper  for  300  tons  of  new  coin  was  £112  per  ton,  and  the 

recoining  charges  at  the  same  rates  as  before,  together  with  casks  and 
delivery,  £51  13s.  4 d.  per  ton  in  all;  in  this  charge  is  included  the  price  of 
rolling,  but  he  does  not  know  at  what  rate  it  was  estimated  by  his  father 
as  he  has  not  his  calculations;  the  usual  trade  price  is  £14  per  ton  beyond 
the  price  of  cake  copper.  Nat.  Lib.  Scotland.  MS.  2909.  34 

11.  Soho  Square  1808  Dec.  24  *  Enquires  the  price  of  cake  copper  at  Rose  Company’s 

Sales;  is  in  hope  that  the  old  copper  coinage  will  be  called  in;  sends 
greetings  to  his  father  and  requests  him  to  inform  [William]  Murdock  that 
he  has  his  R.S.  [Rumford]  Medals  and  will  ask  Woodward  to  take  charge 
of  them.  B.A.O.  <134) 

12.  Soho,  1808  Dec.  26  Sends  the  prices  of  cake  copper  at  recent  sales  of  the  Rose 

Birmingham  Co.  as  requested;  since  the  suspension  of  the  British  coinage,  the  Soho 

mint  is  making  coins  for  H.E.I.  Co.  B.A.O.  (135) 

13.  Soho  Square  1818  Aug.  22  *  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Watt,  he  sends  the  project  for 

preventing  the  forgery  of  banknotes;  he  thinks  the  plan  admirably  exe¬ 
cuted,  but  the  secrecy  of  the  plan  has  been  broken  or  has  been  divulged, 
as  three  proposals  of  the  same  kind  have  been  laid  before  the  Com¬ 
missioners,  one  of  which  is  called  “Identic  Printing’’;  he  is  very  grateful 
to  Mr.  Watt  for  sending  the  specimens  which  he  was  anxious  to  see  as 
they  had  received  the  approbation  of  the  best  judges.  B.A.O.  <136) 


BOULTON  &  BAKER.  Merchants  and  Shipping  Agents 

1.  Wellclose  1808  Apl.  7  They  have  been  endeavouring  to  procure  the  liberation  of 
Square  three  Icelandic  ships;  they  request  B.’s  help;  the  King’s  Proctor  demands 

to  know  the  grounds  on  which  B.  made  application  to  Government. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  283 
D.T.C.  17.  163-164 
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Boulton  &  Baker,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1808  Apl.  7  *  Replies  that  “the  King’s  Proctor  must  not  be  in  a  state  of 
sound  mind  if  he  thinks  it  possible  that  I  should  lay  open  to  any  man  the 


3.  Wellclose 
Square 

representations  I  made  to  H.M.  Ministers  on  the  subject  of  Iceland 
Ships  unless  directed  to  do  so”;  he  has  this  day  written  to  the  proper 
quarter  most  likely  to  take  speedy  action.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  284 

D.T.C.  17.  165 

1809  Feb.  8  They  regret  to  trouble  B.  again  about  licences  granted  to 

Icelandic  ships;  they  are  permitted  to  carry  from  Denmark  to  Iceland 
“Provisions  and  other  Necessaries”,  but  their  licences  are  made  out  for 
Provisions  only;  this  was  pointed  out  to  Fawkener  [Sec.  Board  of  Trade] ; 
he  was  asked  to  define  the  “necessaries”  by  the  Board ;  these  comprise  300 
articles,  such  as  tools,  textiles,  etc.;  they  request  B.’s  assistance  to  rectify 
the  licences.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  22-23 

4.  Wellclose 
Square 

1809  Feb.  20  [To  the  Trade  Committee  of  Privy  Council.]  Application 

for  licence  for  the  ship  Eskefiord  to  load  Norway  timber  and  wood  goods 
and  a  small  quantity  of  ironware,  tar  and  salt  for  Iceland  which  are  much 
needed ;  they  ask  for  permission  for  such  things  in  the  ports  of  Gt.  Britain, 
and  that  the  Master  may  receive  these  freights  and  depart  to  any  of  the 
ports  not  blockaded.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  24-25 

5.  Wellclose 
Square 

1809  Feb.  22  They  ask  B.’s  help  in  obtaining  a  licence  for  Eskefiord 

on  the  lines  of  the  last  letter;  there  was  no  intention  to  “transport  naval  or 
warlike  stores  from  one  enemy’s  ports  to  another”;  if  this  is  the  cause  of 
refusal,  they  ask  if  a  licence  can  be  had  for  timber  and  wood  goods  only. 
[Note  by  B.  that  in  his  opinion  these  objections  to  opening  trade  between 
Norway  and  Iceland  are  unsurmountable.] 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  26-27 

6.  Wellclose 
Square 

1809  Feb.  25  They  thank  B.  for  his  letter;  the  Master,  Andreas  Wulff, 

is  disappointed  at  not  being  allowed  to  relieve  the  wants  of  his  countrymen ; 
wood  is  badly  needed  in  Iceland  and  it  seemed  reasonable  to  ask  leave  for 
a  small  vessel  lying  in  Norwegian  waters  to  carry  this  necessity;  the 
carriage  of  provisions  from  Denmark  is  not  construed  as  “opening  a  trade 
between  these  countries”.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  28-29 

7.  Wellclose 
Square 

1809  Mar.  27  The  Husevig  is  sailing  with  the  two  cargoes  restored  by 

British  Govt. ;  the  owner  asks  if  a  licence  could  be  granted  to  his  Icelandic 
ship  Eskefiord  to  come  to  England  from  Norway  thence  to  Denmark  and 
take  her  cargo  to  Iceland,  and  return  to  England ;  if  this  licence  cannot  be 
granted,  the  ship  is  to  load  timber  in  Norway,  come  to  England  and  apply 
for  licence  on  arrival.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  32-33 

8.  Wellclose 
Square 

1809  Mar.  30  They  report  that  a  licence  has  been  granted  to  Eskefiord  to 

come  from  Norway  with  a  cargo  of  timber  and  proceed  to  a  Danish  port  to 
load  provisions  for  Iceland ;  licence  was  also  granted  for  Regina ,  and  further 
consideration  is  to  be  given  to  the  petition  of  Sivertsen  (q.v.),  enclosed; 
they  wish  to  communicate  with  S.’s  agent  in  Denmark;  S.  is  leaving  with 
his  vessel  from  Leith  with  a  small  cargo  of  rye. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  34-35 

9.  Wellclose 
Square 

1809  Mar.  30  A  petition  from  Sivertsen  to  be  allowed  to  buy  a  vessel 

in  Denmark  to  replace  the  Johanne  Charlotte  which  was  captured  by 

10 — B.L. 
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Boulton  &  Baker,  continued 

Sweden  and  condemned ;  this  is  a  great  loss  to  S.  and  to  the  part  of  Iceland 
where  he  lives  and  he  had  hoped  to  relieve  its  needs. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  36-37 

10.  Soho  Square  [1809]  Dec.  26  *  Promises  to  lay  their  letter  before  the  Board  of  Trade, 

but  thinks  their  application  has  little  chance  of  success  without  some 
further  adjustment  between  him  and  them;  he  cannot  see  the  necessity 
of  taking  crews  larger  than  those  which  navigate  ships  from  Iceland  to 
Denmark  for  the  short  trip  from  England  to  Denmark;  their  application 
appears  like  an  attempt  to  liberate  more  Danish  seamen  than  necessary, 
which  would  damage  Iceland  in  the  public  opinion. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  66 

11.  [Soho  1809]  Dec.  27*  He  will  lay  their  further  letters  before  the  Board  of 

Square  Trade,  but  is  still  of  opinion  that  the  Icelanders  need  not  engage  larger 

crews  than  are  necessary  to  sail  their  ships  from  England  to  Denmark, 
since  they  can  there  take  on  such  additional  seamen  as  are  needed  to  sail 
to  Iceland  and  carry  on  the  fishery  there.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  67 


BOULTON  &  WATT.  Engineers  and  Manufacturers 

1.  Soho  Square  [1781  Feb.  16]  #  Has  received  the  agreement  for  the  Gregory  Mine;  will 

sign  and  forward  it.  Birmingham  Ref.  Lib. 

2.  Soho  Square  1784  Nov.  18  *  A  copying  machine  has  been  sent  by  Faujas  de  St.  Fond 

with  a  bill,  but  he  has  no  money  concerns  with  him;  has  received  two 
silver  medals  in  remembrance  of  Solander  from  Alstroemer  (q.v.)  who 
received  civilities  when  in  Birmingham  about  seven  years  ago,  one  for 
Boulton  and  one  for  Watt.  Birmingham  Ref.  Lib. 

3.  —  1787 - Collection  of  papers  relating  to  foreign  spies  at  the  works  of 

Boulton  &  Watt.  Tregaskis,  10.  126 


BOURDIEU,  James  (1758-1843).  Merchant,  trading  as  Bourdieu  &  Co. 

1.  Lime  Street,  1790  Mar.  9  Reminds  B.  of  his  kindness  in  helping  Paul  Monneron  who 
accompanied  de  La  Perouse  [as  chief  engineer]  to  obtain  mathematical 
instruments  from  Greenwich  Observatory,  and  sends  a  letter  from  M.’s 
brother  requesting  him  to  furnish  the  information  asked  for  in  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  270 

1790  Mar.  13  Returns  thanks  on  behalf  of  himself  and  of  [the  brothers] 
Monneron  (q.v.)  for  the  letter  from  Mr.  Berkeley  sent  by  B.  regarding  de  La 
Perouse’s  voyage.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  272 


London 


Lime  Street, 
London 


BOURGEOIS,  Charles  Guillaume  Alexandre  (1759-1832).  Physicist 

1.  Paris  1813  Mar.  30  Sends  two  copies  of  a  work  he  has  just  published  on  the 

Laws  of  Colouration  [ Memoire  sur  les  couleurs  de  VIris,  etc.,  Paris,  1813]; 
in  many  cases  his  results  appear  to  invalidate  Newton’s  conclusions,  but 
he  owes  much  to  Bacon;  he  hopes  B.  will  put  his  book  before  R.S.  and 
give  their  judgement  upon  it.  [French.)  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  145 

BOURNON,  Jacques  Louis,  Comte  de,  F.R.S.  (1751-1825).  Mineralogist 

1.  [London]  1796  Aug.  16  In  the  absence  of  the  Due  d’ Harcourt,  gives  a  long  account 

of  the  collections  [of  Labillardiere]  ordered  by  the  British  Government 
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B  OUR  non,  Jacques  Louis,  Comte  de,  continued 

to  be  restored  to  France,  with  particular  reference  to  the  claim  of  [E.  J.  A.] 
Woodford  ( q.v .)  to  certain  birds  which  he  has  retained  as  duplicates;  these 
were  given  to  W.  by  the  Due  and  not  lent,  with  the  exception  of  one. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  81 

2.  [London]  1796  Aug.  19  Having  been  charged  to  put  the  collection  in  order, 
comments  on  the  state  of  various  sections  of  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  82 


3.  [Revesby  1796  Aug.  21  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  letters;  now  understands  that  the 
Abbey]  birds  were  given  and  not  lent  to  Mr.  Woodford  by  the  Due  d’  Harcourt; 

they  have  been  returned,  however,  except  one,  which  will  not  be  demanded 
from  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  84 


BOUVERIE, 
x.  Longford 
Castle 


2.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


3.  Longford 
Castle 


4.  [Revesby 
Abbey 


William  Pleydell,  3rd  Earl  of  Radnor  (1779-1869).  Politician 

1806  Sept.  23  Encloses  a  letter  from  Lady  Shaftesbury,  who  with  her 
husband  and  daughter,  has  been  detained  in  Paris  for  three  years ;  as  Lord 
Moira’s  efforts  to  secure  their  release  through  Government  have  been 
unsuccessful,  he  begs  B.  to  forward  the  application  to  the  proper  quarter. 
[See  Cooper,  Barbara.]  D.T.C.  16.  326-327 

1806  Sept.  28  *  He  would  have  had  no  hesitation  in  complying  with  the 
request  were  it  not  that  Lord  Howick  has  now  discountenanced  his  hitherto 
successful  efforts  for  the  liberation  of  his  countrymen;  he  is  therefore 
unable  to  interfere  in  Lord  Shaftesbury’s  or  any  other  case  without  the 
previous  consent  of  Lord  Howick.  D.T.C.  16.  328 

1806  Oct.  3  Immediately  on  receiving  B.’s  letter,  he  wrote  to  Lord 
Howick  who  returned  a  favourable  answer,  and  now  encloses  his  letter;  he 
hopes  that  B.  will  now  renew  his  benevolent  activities  and  endeavour  to 
procure  the  release  of  Lord  and  Lady  Shaftesbury,  on  whose  behalf  he 
warmly  expresses  thanks.  D.T.C.  16.  335 

1806  Oct.  6]  *  As  Lord  Howick  considers  his  discountenance  of  B.’s 
efforts  to  obtain,  through  his  scientific  friends,  the  release  of  prisoners, 
originated  in  a  mistake,  he  hopes  his  Lordship  will  join  him  in  rectifying 
that  mistake;  he  (B.)  some  time  ago  procured  the  liberation  of  Mr. 
Egerton  and  Capt.  Flinders  and  obtained  on  this  side  the  freedom  of 
Capt.  Milius  and  a  French  Surgeon,  and  liberty  was  also  given  to  a  third 
person  in  exchange  for  whom  he  was  asked  to  obtain  the  liberation  of  a 
French  purser  detained  in  this  country;  he  concluded  the  Lord  Howick 
would  have  immediately  consented  to  this,  but  it  was  refused  in  unpleasant 
terms  and  no  hope  held  out  for  the  release  of  the  purser  who  is  still  a 
prisoner;  unless  he  receives  the  support  of  H.M.  Ministers  on  this  side, 
he  cannot  expect  his  scientific  friends  in  France  to  bestir  themselves  any 
further  on  his  behalf;  it  therefore  seems  unlikely  that  he  can  expect  to 
succeed  in  the  case  of  Lord  Shaftesbury.  [B.’s  information  that  Flinders 
had  been  released  was  erroneous.  See  Flinders,  M.] 

D.T.C.  16.  336-337 


BOWDLER,  Thomas,  F.R.S.  (1754-1825).  Editor  of  Shakespeare 

1.  Gosforth,  nr.  1796  Aug.  11  Describes  an  iron  bridge  over  the  Wear  at  Sunderland, 
Newcastle  erected  by  Rowland  Burdon,  M.P.  R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  11.  55 
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BOWES,  Rickard 
i.  Harlow, 

Essex 


2.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


1797  Sept.  2  Proposes  to  collect  specimens  of  native  marble  for  reference 
and  study  by  architects  and  for  industrial  purposes;  offers  his  services  as 
a  collector  to  R.S.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  174 

1797  Sept.  17  *  He  agrees  with  the  utility  of  the  proposal,  but  R.S.  has 
no  funds  to  be  appropriated  to  collecting  of  any  kind.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  174  (2) 


BOWIE,  James  (1789-1869).  Botanical  Collector 

1.  Treasury  1814  Sept.  9  [From  Sir  George  Harrison,  Asst.  Sec.  to  the  Treasury.] 
Chambers  Informs  him  that  on  the  recommendation  of  B.  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 

have  appointed  him  and  Allan  Cunningham  to  be  collectors  of  plants  for 
H.M.  Botanic  Garden  at  Kew,  at  a  salary  of  £180  a  year,  together  with 
such  allowances  as  B.  shall  approve ;  orders  and  instructions  will  be  given 
by  B.  or  Aiton,  and  must  be  punctually  obeyed;  a  passage  will  be  provided 
in  one  of  H.M.  ships  and  on  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  any 
place  to  which  orders  are  given,  this  commission  is  to  be  produced  to  the 
Governor  who  will  provide  such  facilities  as  are  necessary.  [Endorsed: 
“Mr.  Allan  Cunningham’s  Commission  is  to  the  same  effect.”] 

D.T.C.  19.  66-67 


BOWYER,  Henry  (d.  1808).  Lieut-General;  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia 

1.  [Revesby  1803  Oct.  6  *  Recommends  Michael  Dalton,  the  former  gardener  of 
Abbey]  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Kent,  a  man  skilful  in  his  profession  who  desires  to 

settle  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  find  employment  in  his  craft.  [See 
Aiton,  W.  T.,  No.  15,  and  Edward  Augustus,  Duke  of  Kent.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  266 
D.T.C.  14.  155-156 


2.  Halifax,  1803  Dec.  23  Informs  B.  that  Michael  Dalton  has  arrived  and  presented 
N.S.  his  letter  of  Oct.  6;  has  given  him  employment  in  the  garden  and  hot¬ 

houses  of  the  Commander-in-Chief ;  will  be  pleased  to  send  plants  for  the 
Royal  Gardens,  Kew.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  282 


BOWYER,  Robert  (1758-1834).  Miniature  Painter 

1.  Berners  [1792  Nov.  15]  Sends  specimens  of  types  for  [an  illustrated  edition  of 

Street  Hume’s]  History  of  England  now  in  preparation  under  his  direction; 

requests  B.’s  opinion  and  advice;  fifteen  large  paintings  for  the  work  are 
completed;  has  lately  taken  Gainsborough’s  house  in  Pall  Mall  and  is 
fitting  up  a  gallery  to  exhibit  pictures  next  spring.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  87 

D.T.C.  8.  113-114 

2.  [Soho  Square  1792  Nov.  16]  *  He  thinks  the  specimens  for  the  History  of  England 

finely  executed,  but  “begs  leave  to  decline  any  interference  in  the 
management  of  it”;  he  doubts  whether  the  selection  of  a  drawing  of  a 
peasant  beating  a  King’s  Officer  is  a  happy  one  in  times  like  the  present, 
as  one  of  the  first  plates  in  a  work  dedicated  to  Royalty. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  87  (2) 
D.T.C.  8.  1 15 

3.  Berners  [1792  Nov.  20]  Had  no  intention  of  soliciting  B.’s  interference  in  the 

Street  conduct  of  the  undertaking;  the  picture  criticized  was  selected  to  show  the 
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Bowyer,  Robert,  continued 

painter’s  forte  in  displaying  human  anatomy ;  the  second  part  will  contain 
a  portrait  of  William  the  Conqueror  from  an  undoubted  original. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  85 
D.T.C.  8.  122-123 


4.  [Soho  Square  1792  Nov.  20]  *  Experiments  with  ink  are  not  yet  brought  to  finality;  a 


different  ink  has  been  used  for  Boydell’s  Shakespeare;  asks  if  the  D. 
Williams  who  accepted  citizenship  of  France  is  the  Williams  engaged  in 
this  work.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  85  (2) 

D.T.C.  8.  124 

5.  Berners 

Street 

[1792  Nov.  22]  If  the  Rev.  D.  Williams  has  accepted  citizenship  of 

France,  it  is  without  his  knowledge;  W.  is  now  in  Bath;  it  will  be  at  least 
five  years  before  W.’s  continuation  of  Hume  will  be  wanted. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  86 

6.  Berners 

Street 

[1792  ?  — ]  Sends  proposals  for  an  illustrated  Bible;  he  has  secured  the 

best  pictures  obtainable  on  the  advice  of  Agar  and  Purling ;  sends  specimens 
of  engravings  and  solicits  B.’s  patronage  and  recommendation. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  88 

7.  Berners 

Street 

[1792  ?  — ]  Wishes  to  call  upon  B  and  explain  his  proposals  for  an  im¬ 

portant  undertaking  which  “will  be  deemed  a  truly  national  work”. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  88b 

8.  [Soho  Square 

- ]*  Would  prefer  to  wait  until  the  proposals  are  printed,  so  that 

he  can  read  them,  being  too  much  occupied  for  verbal  communication. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  88b.  (2) 

9.  Berners 

Street 

—  —  Had  intended  to  lay  before  B.  the  proof  sheet  of  his  proposals 

and  to  hear  his  comments,  thinking  that  they  would  occupy  less  time 
verbally  than  by  writing.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  88.  A 

BOYLSTON  (formerly  HALLOWELL),  Ward  Nicholas  (1749-1828).  Benefactor  of 
Harvard  University 

1.  Soho  Square  1794  Mar.  25  *  Returns  the  letter  of  [William  George]  Browne  ( q.v .), 

which  was  copied ;  he  will  keep  Browne’s  letters  safely  so  that  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  his  discoveries  may  not  be  anticipated  by  others. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  1 10 
D.T.C.  9.  40 

BRACKENBURY,  B.  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Spilsby  1794  Nov.  22  Concerning  the  new  embanking  work  which  has  been 

undertaken  to  preserve  the  property  at  Trusthorpe,  he  is  in  doubt  upon 
whom  the  liability  for  costs  should  fall,  as  between  landlord  and  tenant. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  42 

2.  Soho  Square  1797  Apl.  3  *  Having  been  appointed  Lieut. -Col.  of  the  Lindsey 

battalion  of  the  Supplemental  Militia,  he  sends  a  certificate  that  he  is 
possessed  of  £600  a  year  in  the  county,  according  to  Statute ;  the  condition 
of  the  formation  of  this  separate  battalion  is  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
county  shall  volunteer  as  officers  to  the  number  of  ten  captains,  ten 
lieutenants  and  ten  ensigns ;  he  hopes  the  number  will  be  found,  otherwise 
the  battalion  will  be  embodied  in  the  old  Militia.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  22 
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Brackenbury,  B.,  continued 

3.  Spilsby  1797  Apl.  4  Has  sent  a  certified  copy  of  B.’s  certificate  to  the  Duke  of 

Ancaster  in  order  that  he  may  at  once  issue  the  commission;  will  make  B.’s 
appointment  known  to  the  magistrates  and  hopes  the  required  number  of 
officers  will  be  forthcoming;  congratulates  B.  on  his  appointment  to  the 
Privy  Council.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  23 

BRADBURY,  John  (1768-1823).  Botanist 

1.  Stalybridge  1791  Mar.  2  He  is  pleased  to  learn  that  the  plants  he  sent  are  acceptable 
to  B.  and  his  friends;  mentions  plants  collected  in  Yorkshire;  he  is  making 
experiments  to  improve  the  methods  of  drying  various  species  of  Lichens. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  35 


BRADFORD,  Earl  of — See  Bridgeman,  Orlando. 

BRADFORD,  Edward  C.  (fl.  1799-1810).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Lord  Duncan  1810  July  11  Forwards  a  letter  to  B.  from  William  Roxburgh  ( q.v .,  Nos. 

45,  46] ;  reports  that  he  has  charge  of  a  box  of  roots  and  two  chests  of 
plants  for  B.,  and  a  box  of  seeds  for  the  African  Society;  most  of  the  plants 
are  healthy,  and  the  roots  and  seeds  have  been  kept  in  a  cool  dry  place. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  1 10— 1 1 1 


1792  June  20  Long  description  (9  pp.),  with  diagrams  of  his  invention 
of  a  “new  and  improved  Camera  Obscura”.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  72 

1792  Aug.  21  *  Has  been  confined  by  gout  and  was  therefore  unable  to 
examine  his  letter  and  apparatus  before;  he  now  returns  them  by  the 
Lincoln  Wagon;  the  invention  does  credit  to  his  ingenuity,  but  the 
opticians  have  already  introduced  improvements.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  79 

BRADLEY,  John.  Surveyor  to  Inclosure  Commissioners 

1.  [Boston  1818  Feb.  14]  [To  John  Parkinson,  Steward  of  Revesby  (<7.^.).]  Sends 

details  of  allotments  made  to  B.  under  the  Fulstow  Inclosure  Act,  and  of 
Old  Inclosures  given  and  exchanged.  '  Hill  Coll.  5.  53 

BRADSHAW,  Paris  (fl.  1798-1816).  H.E.I.  Co.  Political  Agent  in  Nepal 

1.  [London  1816? — ]  He  sends  a  present  of  an  Indian  gong,  also  10  engravings; 

when  he  receives  the  remainder  of  the  drawings  he  will  deliver  them  to 
Soho  Square.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  33 

BRAGANQA,  Joao  de,  Due  de  Lafoens,  F.R.S.  (1719-1806) 

1.  Lisbon  1795  Sept.  26  Awaits  news  of  “our  Abbe”  [Correia  de  Serra];  requests 

for  him  the  use  of  B.’s  library  and  collections.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  16 
D.T.C.  9.  296 

2.  [Revesby  1795  Oct.  27  *  Feels  honoured  by  his  request;  everything  shall  be  done 

Abbey]  to  relieve  and  assist  Abbe  Correia.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  17 

D.T.C.  9.  297 


BRADLEY,  F. 

1.  Brigg 

2.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 
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BRAND,  Christoffel  (1730-1815).  Dutch  E.I.  Co.’s  service 

1.  Cape  of  1772  Mar.  1  Sends  observations  on  botanical  subjects  and  specimens 

Good  Hope  collected  by  Skene,  Surgeon  of  Morse  [British  East  Indiaman], 

Halliday.  209.  7 


2.  Cape  of  1785  Oct.  3  He  wrote  in  March,  1784,  sending  a  cask  of  Constantia  from 
Good  Hope  B.’s  godson,  John  Josef  Brand;  it  was  placed  in  charge  of  Hills,  purser  of 
Inflexible  and  he  hopes  it  arrived  safely.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  391 


BRAND,  John  Joseph  (1771-1835).  Deputy  Fiscal  of  Simonstown 

1.  Simonstown  1819  Jan.  1  Although  long  attached  to  the  English  nation  in  a  position 
of  responsibility,  his  salary  has  not  been  raised,  although  officials  in  lower 
stations  have  had  increases ;  Sir  John  Francis  Craddock,  the  late  Governor, 
has  promised  to  speak  to  B.  on  his  behalf;  as  he  has  a  large  family  and  the 
cost  of  living  is  high,  he  begs  B.  to  do  what  he  can  for  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  200-202 

BRAND,  William.  Customs  Officer 

1.  Boston  1800  Feb.  27  A  curious  animal  having  been  cast  ashore,  sends  a  drawing 

of  it,  and  a  description  of  it,  entitled  “Some  Account  of  a  Narwhal, 
Monodon;  Boston  Lincolnshire,  20  Feby.  1800”;  the  animal  has  been 
purchased  for  exhibition  in  London.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  233 
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BRANDE,  William  Thomas,  F.R.S.  (1788-1866).  Chemist 
1.  Arlington  [1808  Oct.  n]  Encloses  the  resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  meeting  called 
Street  to  consider  the  formation  of  a  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Animal 

Chemistry,  held  on  Tuesday  [nth  Oct.].  [The  resolutions  are  copied  on 
the  back  by  B.  who  evidently  returned  the  original;  they  are  principally 
concerned  with  the  relations  of  the  new  Society  to  R.S.,  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  which  it  proposes  to  operate.] 

B.M.  Add  M.S.  35057.  144-145 


2.  London  1808  Oct.  22  Notice  of  the  establishment  of  the  Society  for  the  Promo¬ 
tion  of  Animal  Chemistry,  with  B.  as  patron,  Charles  Hatchett,  president, 
and  himself  as  secretary.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  285 


BRANTH,  Charles 

1.  Ravensworth  1787  Dec.  4  Sends  letter  from  Mrs.  Solander  (q.v.,  mother  of  D.  C. 
Castle  Solander)  who  is  in  great  distress  and  begs  for  financial  assistance. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  288 


BRASS,  William  (d.  1783).  Botanical  Collector 

1.  Cape  Coast  1780  Oct.  10  Was  ill-used  by  the  Captain  of  his  ship  who  gave  no 
Castle  facilities  for  collecting;  after  calling  at  Sierra  Leone,  by  a  mistake  in 

navigation,  he  was  carried  to  W.  Indies;  here  he  found  a  British  ship 
bound  for  the  Cape  and  got  a  passage ;  was  well  received  by  Govr.  Roberts, 
who  obtained  him  a  small  post  as  writer  to  E.I.  Co ;  his  salary  is  very  small 
and  expenses  high;  has  had  to  draw  a  bill  on  B.  for  the  expenses;  dangers 
and  difficulties  of  collecting,  but  opportunities  and  results  good ;  is  prepar¬ 
ing  a  consignment  of  plants  to  send  home.  [A  long  and  illiterate  letter, 
written  to  Dr.  Fothergill.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  96-97 


Brass,  William,  continued 

2.  Cape  Coast  1780  Dec.  21  Relates  the  bad  conduct  of  Govr.  Roberts  and  hardships 
Castle  and  difficulties  of  his  life;  is  collecting  under  great  difficulties,  and  is 

sending  home  seeds,  etc.  [to  Fothergill].  Kew:  B.C.  1.  100 


3.  Cape  Coast  1780  Dec.  22 
Castle 


A  long  letter,  its  matter  chiefly  duplicating  the  foregoing. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  101 


4.  Tantum  1781  Sept.  16  [To  James  Lee.]  Death  of  Govr.  Roberts;  has  had  no 
Fort  letters  from  England  except  one  from  his  wife;  death  of  Dr.  Fothergill; 

has  been  sent  to  Dixcove  Fort;  his  collections;  attacks  by  the  Dutch;  has 
lost  all  his  books  and  papers ;  is  sending  home  all  that  was  left  at  the  Cape ; 
is  very  short  of  botanical  paper.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  107 


BRAY,  Franz  Gabriel,  Baron  von  (1765  ?-i832).  Botanist 

1.  Swiss  Hotel,  1797  Mar.  22  He  has  been  commissioned  by  the  recently-founded 
London  Botanical  Society  of  Ratisbon  [Botanische  Geselischaft,  founded  1790]  to 

send  to  B.  their  first  publications  and  begs  him  to  write  a  few  words  of 
encouragement  in  reply.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  1 19-120 

BREADALBANE,  Earl  of — See  Campbell,  John. 

BREDAL,  J.  B.— See  Petraeus,  Westi. 

BREHMER,  N.  H. 

1.  Lubeck  1802  June  10  Has  invented  a  very  superior  still  for  producing  fresh 

water  at  sea ;  if  B.  should  be  interested  or  think  such  an  invention  would 
arouse  interest  in  England,  he  will  make  the  still  at  his  own  expense  and 
have  it  tested  by  the  most  learned  men  of  his  city,  and  then  hopes  B.  will 
tell  him  what  can  be  done  about  a  patent  or  fee. 

B.M.  Add.  M.S.  8099.  147 

2.  Lubeck  1804  Aug.  n  Sends  B.  his  paper  on  making  sea-water  drinkable, 

published  in  Voigt’s  Magazin  der  Naturkunde,  Bd.  7,  1804.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  376 

BREILLEN,  — 

1.  Nuremberg  1793  Dec.  7  Sends  a  catalogue  of  engravings  of  the  woodland  animals  of 
Germany ;  the  engraver  died  long  ago  and  was  the  best  known  in  Germany ; 
a  friend  of  his  wishes  to  sell  a  complete  set  of  plates  in  duplicate;  another 
friend  has  written  a  book  on  the  Common  Partridge  and  wishes  to  dedicate 
it  to  B.  if  he  can  find  him  a  publisher.  [French.  The  name  of  the  engraver 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  letter  or  the  catalogue.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  226-229 

BRENN,  David.  Botanist  and  Gardener 

1.  Kingston,  1799  Apl.  15  Has  arrived  at  his  destination  and  delivered  B.’s  letter  to 
Jamaica  [James]  Wiles  ( q.v .)  who  received  him  most  kindly;  will  procure  living 

plants  for  Kew  and  is  having  boxes  made  for  their  transport ;  bread-fruit 
and  mangoes  are  thriving  and  have  spread  all  over  the  island ;  expects  to 
return  in  June.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  216 
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BRERETON,  Owen  Salusbury,  F.R.S.  (1715-1798) 

1.  [London  1783  Dec.  31]  He  is  confined  to  his  room  by  illness  and  will  be  unable 
to  attend  the  meeting  [of  R.S.],  but  he  “hopes  to  hear  any  means  Sir 
Joseph’s  friends  present  may  resolve  on  for  the  Peace  of  the  Society”. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  9 

BRETONNlfiRE,  La  Marquise  de  la 

1.  London  [ - ]  She  has  fled  to  England  from  the  fury  of  the  French  populace 

and  is  living  in  a  single  room,  subsisting  on  the  sale  of  such  jewellery  and 
clothing  as  she  was  able  to  save ;  her  resources  are  now  exhausted  and  she 
wishes  to  go  to  Austria  to  endeavour  to  obtain  help  from  the  Emperor, 
and  begs  B.’s  assistance.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  230 


BRICKWOOD,  John.  Canada  Merchant 

1.  Billiter  1797  Aug.  5  Sends  B.  a  packet  of  letters  of  introduction  to  persons  in 

Square  Canada  and  America  for  Francis  Masson  (q.v.),  who  has  failed  to  call  for 

them.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  1 71-172 

BRIDGE,  Thomas 

1.  Broad  1787  July  19  Sends  long  description  of  experiments  carried  out  by 

Street  Thomas  Spalding  on  H.M.S.  Chatnpion  at  Leith,  to  test  his  improvements 

in  the  diving-bell.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  277 

2.  [Soho  Square  1787  July  20]  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  account  of  Spalding’s  endeavours 

to  improve  the  diving-bell,  but  has  little  expectation  of  the  success  of  the 
use  of  the  air-pump  at  any  considerable  depth.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  277.  (2) 

BRIDGEMAN,  Orlando,  1st  Earl  of  Bradford  (1762-1825) 

1.  Weston,  nr.  1802  May  28  Will  support  the  proposal  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Memorial ; 
Shifnal  asks  for  list  of  subscribers.  Wellcome.  67766.  (16) 

BRIDGEWATER,  Earl  of — See  Egerton,  John  William. 

BRIQUET  ( nee  BRENNIER),  Marguerite  Ursule  Fortunee  (1782-1825) 

1.  Niont  1802  Mar.  24  [Dated  3  Germinal,  an.  10.]  In  memory  of  B.’s  kindly 

efforts  on  behalf  of  Dolomieu,  sends  him  a  work  inspired  by  his  mis¬ 
fortunes  and  death  [ Ode  sur  la  Mort  de  Dolomieu] ;  also  sends  a  print  of  her 
portrait  which  is  to  appear  as  the  frontispiece  of  her  Diet,  des  Femmes  de 
Lettres.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  153 

2.  [Soho  Square  1802  Apl.  — ]  *  His  endeavours  on  behalf  of  Dolomieu  will  be  repeated 

whenever  genius  is  oppressed  by  tyranny;  returns  thanks  for  her  portrait, 
which  in  his  advancing  years  revives  the  appreciation  of  beauty  he  felt  in 
his  youth.  [N.R.R.S.  9.  273.]  de  Beer  Coll.  25 

D.T.C.  13.  io-ii 

BRISSON,  Mathurin  Jacques  (1723-1806).  Zoologist 

Paris  1787  Apl.  27  Sends  a  paper  on  the  Specific  Gravity  of  Bodies  for  R.S. 

[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  392 

BRISSOT  DE  WARVILLE,  Jean  Pierre  (1754-1793) 

1.  London  [1784]  Mar.  20  Presents  to  R.S.  Edme  Mentelle’s  Cosmographic  Atlas 
[Atlas  Nouveau,  Paris,  1782];  enquires  on  behalf  of  Baron  de  Marivetz 
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Brissot  de  Warville,  Jean  Pierre,  continued 

whether  B.  has  received  his  letter;  is  gratified  that  B.  has  agreed  to  accept 
the  works  of  [Jean  Paul]  Marat  for  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  275 

2.  Newman  1784  Apl.  20  Presents  Baron  de  Marivetz’s  work  [ Physique  du  Monde]; 

Street  understands  that  B.  is  displeased  with  his  account  of  the  dissensions  at 

R.S. ;  regrets  this,  but  feels  bound  to  support  democratic  principles. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  276 

3.  [Soho  Square  1784  Apl.  23]*  Will  present  Marivetz’s  book  to  R.S.;  his  opinion  of 

Brissot’s  publication  on  the  dissensions  at  R.S. ;  “my  disposition  is  not  of  a 
nature  to  wish  to  control  any  man’s  sentiments:  we  should  all  speak  or 
print  what  we  think  is  true,  for  we  shall  certainly  be  esteemed  by  the  world 
in  proportion  to  the  truth  and  justice  of  what  we  speak  or  print”. 

D.T.C.  4.  24 

BRONGNIART,  Alexandre  (1770-1847).  Secretary,  Museum  d’Histoire  Naturelle 

1.  Paris  1802  Oct.  22  [Dated  30  Vendemiaire,  an  1 1 .]  Dufresne  has  brought 

with  him  from  London  two  fruits  of  the  Pride-of-China  Tree  and  a 
specimen  of  Ornithorhynchus,  which  have  been  placed  in  the  Museum 
galleries  with  B.’s  name  as  donor  and  they  return  thanks  for  the  gift; 
they  send  a  copy  of  the  Annales  du  Museum ,  the  principal  object  of  which  is 
to  make  known  the  rarities  in  the  collection.  [Signed  also  by  Rene  Louiche 
Desfontaines,  Director  of  the  Museum.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  285 

BROOKE,  John  Charles  (1748-1794).  Somerset  Herald 

1.  [College  of  1792  Apl.  6  Sends  a  book  of  pedigrees  and  arms  of  Lincolnshire 

Arms]  families  and  requests  B.  to  return  it  after  perusal.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  17506.  1 


BROOKE,  Robert  (d.  1802).  Governor  of  St.  Helena 


1.  St.  Helena 


2.  St.  Helena 


3.  St.  Helena 

4.  St.  Helena 

5.  St.  Helena 


6.  St.  Helena 


1787  June  17  Is  sending  by  Rockingham  a  parcel  of  seeds  from  the  Cape; 
reports  that  coffee,  cinnamon,  cloves  and  other  trees  and  shrubs  introduced 
by  the  late  Governor  [David  Corneille]  are  prospering;  the  gardener  sent 
out  by  H.E.I.  Co.  is  a  very  active  and  intelligent  man.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  275 

1789  Feb.  2  Sends  in  charge  of  Mr.  ,Begby  a  consignment  of  plants  (list 
enclosed).  Kew:  B.C.  1.  336 

1789  May  25  Is  sending  by  Carnatic  a  packet  of  seeds;  the  plants  will 

be  brought  by  Capt.  Bligh.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  349 

1790  June  8  Sends  a  consignment  of  plants  by  Britannia;  will  report 

progress  by  the  next  cutter.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  13 

1791  Apl.  30  Sends  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors  and  a 

consignment  of  plants  by  Capt.  Burrowes.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  41 

1791  May  7  He  has  sent  to  the  Directors  four  chests  of  trees  and  plants 
which  have  been  reared  in  accordance  with  B.’s  directions. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  45 


BROUGHAM,  Henry  Peter,  Baron  Brougham  and  Vaux,  F.R.S.  (1778-1868).  Statesman 
1.  Edinburgh  1800  Dec.  10  Is  gratified  for  B.’s  interest  in  him  and  hopes  for  further 
favours ;  intends  to  take  up  a  political  career,  and  hopes  for  the  interest  of 
B.’s  friends.  D.T.C.  12.  131-132 
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Brougham,  Henry  Peter,  continued 

2.  Edinburgh  1801  Dec.  12  Is  more  anxious  than  ever  to  enter  politics;  is  about  to 


3.  Edinburgh 

publish  on  the  political  state  of  Europe;  desires  to  become  a  non-resident 
member  of  R.S.  D.T.C.  12.  290-292 

1802  Oct.  25  Is  not  acquainted  with  any  resident  F.R.S. ;  asks  for  B.’s 

help  in  obtaining  a  certificate ;  sends  copy  of  a  new  periodical  [ Edinburgh 
Review]-,  has  contributed  several  political  articles;  is  about  to  publish 
Inquiry  into  the  Colonial  Policy  of  the  European  Pozvers. 

D.T.C.  13.  284-285 

4.  Edinburgh 

1802  Nov.  18  Has  secured  the  signatures  for  his  R.S.  certificate;  no 

disrespect  was  intended  to  the  African  Assn,  in  the  review  of  Hornemann’s 
journal,  but  the  author  refuses  to  modify  it  in  any  way ;  wishes  for  introduc¬ 
tion  to  Correia  de  Serra.  D.T.C.  13.  306-309 

5.  Middle  1808  June  12  Encloses  memorial  from  Playfair  on  the  charter  of  the 

Temple  Hall  Royal  Soc.  of  Edinburgh  about  to  be  renewed ;  it  is  desired  to  remove  the 
clause  which  prevents  the  Society  from  keeping  its  own  books  and 
specimens  and  orders  that  these  be  in  charge  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Museum. 

D.T.C.  17.  166-167 

BROUGHTON,  Arthur,  M.D.  (d.  1796).  Physician  and  Botanist 
1.  Kingston,  1795  May  22  Has  handed  a  box  directed  to  B.  to  Capt.  Thompson  of 


Jamaica 

Lord  Rodney ,  containing  fossils  found  during  well-sinking;  has  published 
the  2nd  edition  of  his  Hortus  Eastensis  [1794];  discusses  the  St.  Helena 

Almond  and  other  plants.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  122 

BROUGHTON,  John 

1.  Boston  1788  Oct.  15  Sends  a  pumpkin  weighing  141  lb.;  has  reared  many  other 

very  large  ones,  and  many  people  have  come  to  see  them. 

Kezv:  B.C.  1.  327 

BROUSSONET,  Pierre  Marie  Auguste,  F.R.S.  (1761-1807).  Botanist 
1.  Paris  1782  Sept.  3  Returns  thanks  for  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  Abbe 


2.  Paris 

Mann  ( q.v .)  who  has  put  him  in  touch  with  Du  Rondeau  of  Brussels,  with 
whom  the  younger  Linnaeus  is  staying;  De  Jussieu  is  now  printing  his 
Genera  Plantarunr,  B.  is  still  a  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Academy 
and  will  remain  so  unless  he  signifies  displeasure;  Dr.  [William]  Hunter’s 
place  would  have  been  filled  by  his  brother  [John]  if  he  had  not  been 
confused  with  him.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  59-60 

1782  Sept.  10  Gives  account  of  the  state  of  botany  in  Paris;  the  plants 

of  Lamarck  and  of  Sonnerat ;  Laplace  is  publishing  a  memoir  on  Herschel’s 
planet ;  has  seen  Franklin  who  has  gout ;  the  French  Customs  have  detained 
his  specimens  of  Moms  bark,  alleging  them  to  be  textiles.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  61-62 

3.  Paris 

1782  Oct.  7  Gives  botanical  news  from  France;  his  own  work  is  not  yet 

approved  by  the  Censor;  he  has  seen  Franklin  again.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  63-64 

4.  Paris 

1782  Nov.  20  Has  met  Gigot  D’Orcy^.i?.),  who  is  publishing  a  work  on 

butterflies ;  Greville  is  acquainted  with  him.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  67-68 
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Broussonet,  Pierre  Marie  Auguste,  continued 

5.  Paris  1782  Dec.  5  French  astronomers  insist  on  calling  the  new  planet  after 

Herschel;  is  going  to  Montpellier  where  Sibthorp  now  is;  the  Prince  of 
Nassau  is  sailing  round  Cape  Horn  with  a  naturalist  and  an  astronomer  in 
attendance.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  65-66 

6.  Montpellier  1783  Jan.  7  Returns  thanks  for  Hedysarum  seeds;  is  botanizing  with 

Sibthorp  about  Montpellier.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  122-123 

7.  Montpellier  1783  Jan.  20  Thanks  B.  for  letters  and  describes  botanical  studies  at 

Montpellier,  where  he  botanizes  with  Sibthorp ;  asks  whether  Ellis’s  book 
on  Madrepores  is  yet  published;  offers  first  vol.  of  Proceedings  of  the 
Toulouse  Academy,  founded  by  the  chemist  Montet,  lately  deceased; 
referstothe  work  of  L’Heritier.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  124-125 

8.  [Montpellier  1783]  Rec’d  Mar.  22  Describes  his  botanical  expedition  to  the  Pyrenees 

with  Sibthorp ;  hopes  soon  to  go  to  Marseilles  and  Provence  to  study 
fishes  and  marine  specimens;  hopes  that  Sibthorp  will  go  soon  to  Spain 
and  asks  for  introductions,  especially  to  Ortega;  promises  to  send  memoirs 
of  the  Academies  of  Montpellier  and  Madrid  and  various  other  works. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  126-127 

9.  [Montpellier  1783]  Reed.  16  May  Describes  his  tour  in  Provence  with  list  of  plants 

found;  has  met  Gerard,  author  of  Flora  Galloprovincialis\  has  sent  living 
plants  to  Thouin,  half  of  which  are  for  Aiton  at  Kew;  has  abandoned  the 
Spanish  expedition;  asks  for  news  of  Linnaeus  and  Fabricius;  thanks  B. 
for  list  of  Lichens,  has  a  large  number  to  send  to  B.  with  some  for  Dickson. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  128-129 

10.  Montpellier  1783  June  9  Has  sent  off  the  Lichens  to  B. ;  has  made  an  expedition  to 

the  neighbouring  mountains,  finding  nearly  300  species  of  plants  not 
mentioned  by  Gerard,  also  some  fishes  which  appear  to  be  new;  Linnaeus 
writes  that  the  case  of  plants  given  to  him  in  Paris  has  been  lost ;  has  caught 
nothing  in  the  river,  as  he  is  a  clumsy  fisherman  in  spite  of  B.’s  lessons. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  130-131 

11.  Montpellier  1783  July  11  Has  returned  with  many  plants  and  seeds  from  Pyrenees; 

hopes  to  send  seeds  to  Aiton  and  mosses  to  Dickson;  describes  a  strange 
solar  phenomenon  and  abnormal  temperatures;  Sibthorp  is  returning  to 
England  to  seek  the  Professorship  of  Botany  at  Oxford ;  would  like  to  obtain 
same  post  in  Montpellier;  Desfontaines’s  journey  to  N.  Africa,  subsidized 
by  Paris  Academy.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  132-133 

12.  Paris  1783  Sept.  6  Describes  Montgolfier’s  balloon  ascent,  for  which  a  medal 

has  been  struck;  gives  account  of  Charles  and  Argand,  Montgolfier’s 
assistant;  Priestley’s  proposed  journey  is  much  discussed  in  Paris;  news  of 
Thouin  and  Abbe  Pourret.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  1 34—135 

13.  Paris  1783  Sept.  16  Refers  to  Montgolfier’s  balloon  ascent;  a  larger  one  is 

planned  and  Blanchard  and  Pilatre  de  Rozier  are  disputing  as  to  which 
shall  go  up  in  it;  is  reminded  of  Cavallo’s  experiments;  will  spend  two 
months  in  Paris  and  proceed  through  Holland  to  Gottingen,  etc.,  being 
absent  about  two  years;  sends  seeds  to  B.  by  Sibthorp.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  136-137 

14.  Paris  1783  Sept.  22  Describes  Montgolfier’s  balloon  ascent  in  the  presence  of 

the  King  and  great  crowds;  he  carried  up  a  sheep,  a  duck  and  a  cock; 
project  for  an  airship  to  be  communicated  to  the  Academy ;  Desfontaines 
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Paris 


1 6.  Paris 


Broussonet,  Pierre  Marie  Auguste,  continued 

has  arrived  at  Tunis,  also  Andre,  another  botanist;  they  have  already 
collected  valuable  material.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  138-139 
1783  Oct.  20  The  work  of  Faujas  [de  St.  Fond,  q.v.]  on  the  ascent  of 
Montgolfier  is  not  yet  finished;  M.  is  now  supervising  the  manufacture  at 
Lyons  of  a  very  large  balloon;  differences  in  air-currents  at  various 
altitudes ;  will  send  news  of  any  further  ascents.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  140 
1783  Oct.  23  Sends  article  by  Faujas  on  Montgolfier’s  experiments  and 
promises  his  work  as  soon  as  published ;  awaits  reports  of  tests  on  a  balloon 
without  ropes;  Paris  newspapers  state  that  B.  has  been  consulted  by  the 
King  about  an  “aerostatic  machine” ;  that  Priestley  is  to  undertake  a  long 
journey,  and  that  several  travellers,  including  one  each  from  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  are  to  accompany  the  Embassy  from  Moscow  to  Pekin. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  141 

1783  Nov.  2  Letter  of  introduction  to  B.  for  his  Geneva  friend  Argand. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  142 
Again  mentions  the  report  that  B.  has  been  consulted  by 
the  King  on  balloons ;  Argand  can  show  plans  and  give  information  about 
Montgolfier’s  machine;  Faujas’s  book  still  not  published;  promises  a 
packet  for  Dryander  and  seeds  for  Aiton.  [French.] 


17.  Paris 


18.  Paris 


[French.] 
1783  Nov.  10 


19.  Paris 


20.  Paris 


21.  Paris 


22.  Paris 


23.  Paris 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  143-144 

1783  Nov.  25  Describes  a  flight  resulting  in  the  fall  of  the  balloon;  a 
monument  with  busts  of  aeronauts  is  to  be  erected  and  a  medal  struck  by 
subscription ;  a  balloon  is  planned  with  300  ft.  diameter,  capable  of  lifting 
a  ship  of  300  tons,  also  by  public  subscription  headed  by  the  King;  death 
of  Cusson  at  Montpellier;  Charles  will  send  up  a  balloon  filled  with 
“ inflammable  air”.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  145-146 

1783  Nov.  29  Faujas’s  work  [Description  ...  de  la  Machine  aerostatique, 
etc.,  Paris,  1783]  is  published  and  will  be  sent  to  B. ;  Charles’s  experiment 
will  soon  be  made;  a  paper  on  Mushroom  seeds  has  been  read  at  the 
Academy  by  de  Beauvoir.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  147-148 

1783  Dec.  4  Fears  that  opinion  in  London  does  not  sufficiently  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  the  methods  of  Montgolfier  and  of  Charles ;  gives  details 
of  both  systems,  preferring  that  of  M.;  the  parties  are  now  reconciled; 
Faujas  has  been  sent  all  over  the  South  of  France  in  the  interests  of  Natural 
History  by  the  King,  who  has  given  him  half-rights  in  the  Pouzzolane 
Sand.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  149-150 

1783  Dec.  8  Considers  Charles’s  balloon  unsuccessful  as  the  aeronauts 

had  to  jettison  even  their  food  and  coats;  contests  C.’s  statements  as  to 
altitude  attained;  proposed  flight  from  Lyons  to  Marseilles  by  the  two 
Montgolfiers  in  an  “aerostate”  with  a  crew  of  40;  interest  in  balloons  by 
the  Minister  of  Marine;  makes  suggestions  for  continuing  Linnaeus’s 
work  on  classification  after  his  death,  the  news  of  which  has  surprised  him ; 
Courvoisier  has  discovered  a  cheap  method  of  making  “inflammable  gas”. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  1 51-152 

1784  Jan.  29  Describes  the  public  interest  in  guiding  balloons  by  means 
of  fireworks;  Chev.  de  Lamanon,  who  caused  excitement  by  his  alleged 
discovery,  since  proved  false,  of  an  extinct  volcano  in  the  Alps,  has 
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Broussonet, 


24.  Paris 

25.  Paris 

26.  Paris 

27.  Paris 

28.  Paris 

29.  Paris 


30.  Paris 


Pierre  Marie  Auguste,  continued 

constructed  a  large  balloon  at  Turin ;  has  been  appointed  second  Professor, 
under  Daubenton,  at  the  Veterinary  School  at  Alfort;  is  arranging  a 
garden  containing  all  plants  used  in  “the  arts”  [i.e.  economic  plants], 
and  appeals  to  B.  and  Aiton  for  seeds;  details  of  work  of  himself  and  other 
scientists;  asks  to  be  informed  by  Dryander  how  the  “ Khamkhadales ” 
harness  their  dogs  to  sledges,  etc.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  245-246 
1784  Feb.  1 1  Congratulates  B.  on  the  successful  end  of  his  difficulties  at 
R.S.;  asks  for  samples  of  wool  and  information  about  English  breeds  of 
farm  animals  not  known  in  France;  Smeathman  is  sending  B.  a  pamphlet 
on  directing  the  flight  of  balloons ;  promises  to  send  books  and  the  parts  of 
D’Orcy’s  work  on  Butterflies  for  B.  and  Greville;  Sibthorp  can  give  B. 
information  about  the  work  on  brandy  by  d’Argand,  etc.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  247-248 
1 784  Mar.  1 1  Will  not  trouble  B.  further  about  sheep,  though  the  English 
sheep  already  at  the  Veterinary  School  are  not  good;  they  have  many 
Spanish  sheep  raised  in  Burgundy  by  Daubenton;  wonderful  cures  are 
carried  on  at  Montpellier  by  making  consumptive  patients  inhale  dephlo- 
gisticated  air;  de  Jussieu  is  taking  up  botany  again  since  the  death  of  his 
wife;  describes  a  varnish  and  “inflammable  air”  used  by  de  Morveau  for 
his  balloon.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  249-250 

1784  Apl.  15  Thouin  has  greatly  added  to  Sonnerat’s  Herbarium  and 
offers  B.  specimens;  he  is  a  most  active  worker  but  hampered  by  having 
no  library  at  hand ;  work  on  balloons  continues ;  there  is  competition  for 
the  seat  at  the  Academy  vacant  by  the  death  of  Maquer;  Montgolfier  has 
dropped  sheep  by  parachute;  sends  sample  of  wool  from  Daubenton’s 
sheep  and  offers  rams  of  this  breed  to  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  251-252 
1784  Apl.  22  Reports  meeting  of  Acad,  of  Sciences  when  Condorcet 
read  eulogies  of  John  Hunter  and  of  d’Alembert;  Daubenton  read  a  paper 
on  wool  and  Lavoisier  and  Meusnier  demonstrated  the  extraction  of 
“inflammable  air”  from  water;  Quatremere  Disjonval  received  a  prize  for 
his  work  on  Cotton.  [French.]  -  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  253-254 

1784  June  17  Recommends  to  B.  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  Roland  de  la 
Platiere.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  255 

1784  June  20  Would  like  to  send  B.  an  account  of  the  voyage  of  de 
Morveau;  two  men  have  gone  up  in  an  “inflammable  air”  balloon  from 
Nantes  and  flew  9  leagues;  some  hot-air  balloons  have  been  sent  up  at 
Cap  Frangais,  the  first  in  that  part  of  America;  experiments  with  para¬ 
chutes;  B.  has  doubtless  heard  from  Blagden  about  Mesmer;  disappoint¬ 
ment  of  Lamarck  not  to  find  Andromeda  mentioned  in  B.’s  letter;  election 
of  Blagden  as  Sec.  R.S.;  Desfontaines  has  returned  from  the  Sahara  to 
Tunis.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  256-257 

1784  July  19  Woulfe  will  bring  B.  Meusnier’s  work  on  balloons ;  the  Due 
de  Chartres  [afterwards  Due  d’Orleans,  Philippe  Egalite],  was  in  a  hydro¬ 
gen  balloon  which  ascended  from  St.  Cloud  and  had  an  accident  after 
10  minutes’  flight ;  Desfontaines  is  still  at  Tunis  despite  imminent  attack  by 
the  Venetians;  Andre  has  sent  plants  from  Persia;  Jussieu  delighted  with 
B.’s  plants.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  258-259 
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Broussonet,  Pierre  Marie  Auguste,  continued 

31.  Soho  Square  1784  Sept.  3  Encloses  letter  from  Daubenton  [to  B.  then  at  Revesby] ; 

will  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  Acad,  des  Sciences  and  begs  B. 
to  speak  to  Le  Monnier  in  his  favour.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  261 

32.  Paris  1784  Sept.  29  Asks  B.  to  write  to  M.  Le  Roi  in  support  of  his  candidature 

to  Acad.;  will  send  a  Spanish  ram  and  ewe;  de  Jussieu  has  declared  in 
favour  of  animal  magnetism;  the  two  Roberts  have  successfully  flown 
50  leagues  in  a  balloon;  Bertier  is  full  of  praise  for  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  263-264 

33.  Paris  1784  Oct.  18  Asks  B.  to  write  to  Buffon  to  support  his  application  for 

post  of  Demonstrator  in  the  Jardin  du  Roi,  vacant  by  resignation  of  the 
younger  Daubenton;  suggests  that  B.  informs  Buffon  of  his  wish  to  ex¬ 
change  plants  for  duplicates  from  the  collections  of  Vaillant,  Tournefort 
and  Commerson  in  Dombey’s  Herbarium ;  Mesmer  is  discredited.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  265-266 

34.  Paris  1784  Nov.  4  It  is  not  yet  known  who  will  carry  on  Cassini’s  work;  it  is 

likely  to  be  Le  Monnier  (brother  of  the  botanist);  suggests  that  B.  should 
write  about  this  to  Condorcet  or  to  the  Academy;  much  gossip  about  a 
monster  said  to  have  come  from  Peru  to  Spain.  [French.] 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  267-268 

35.  Paris  1784  Nov.  22  Appreciates  B.’s  reasons  for  not  writing  to  Buffon;  many 

members  of  the  Acad,  told  him  that  B.  was  not  elected  Associate  Member 
because  he  was  President  of  R.S.,  and  they  wished  to  avoid  creating  a 
precedent  for  making  the  election  of  the  P.R.S.  automatic;  suggests  to  B. 
that  he  (Br.)  should  present  the  plates  of  B.’s  work  to  the  Acad.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  269-270 

36.  Paris  1784  Dec.  6  Congratulates  B.  on  his  victory  at  R.S. ;  informs  him  that  the 

Soc.  Royale  de  Medecine  has  elected  B.  a  Foreign  Member;  will  soon  send 
some  Spanish  sheep  and  asks  for  a  sample  of  Lincolnshire  wool ;  D’Orcy 
has  given  him  some  butterflies  for  B. ;  Faujas  is  loud  in  his  praise.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  271-272 

37.  Paris  1785  Jan.  10  Acknowledges  packet  of  wool  from  B.  through  Des 

Genettes;  has  also  received  Kippis’s  ( q.v .)  pamphlets  and  the  Canons  of 
Criticism ;  a  new  comet  has  been  discovered  by  French  astronomers;  the 
dispute  at  the  Academy  will  not  end  until  about  March,  and  is  very  tedious. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  20-21 

38.  Paris  1785  Jan.  12  When  he  wrote  to  thank  B.  for  the  wool  he  forgot  to  ask 

whether  he  could  obtain  the  1st  ed.  of  Cook’s  Voyage  and  how  much  it 
would  cost ;  sends  prospectus  of  Villars’s  Flora ;  V.  is  a  zealous  botanist  and 
deserves  encouragement.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  22-23 

39.  Paris  1785  Jan.  28  His  mother  has  died  and  he  wishes  that  the  nominations 

to  Acad,  could  be  completed  so  that  he  might  go  to  visit  his  father;  hopes 
at  the  same  time  to  go  to  Corsica;  Bertier  has  just  obtained  about  3000 
acres  to  be  worked  by  the  beggars  and  tramps  there;  recalls  to  B.  his  plan 
for  cultivating  tea;  he  was  written  to  Dixon  to  ascertain  the  cost  and 
number  of  bushes  that  would  be  available;  an  ether  preparation  at  Mont¬ 
pellier  injected  into  birds  preserves  them  very  well;  the  younger  Dauben¬ 
ton  has  been  replaced  by  Comte  de  Lacepede  who  is  not  a  naturalist  at  all ; 
thinks  he  (Br.)  would  have  got  the  place  if  B.  has  mentioned  him  to  Buffon, 
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who  is  well  disposed,  and  both  the  elder  and  younger  Daubenton  would 
like  it  to  go  to  him;  B.  will  receive  from  Montpellier  a  case  of  wine  and 
some  chestnuts  prepared  in  a  particular  way.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  24-26 

40.  Paris  1785  Feb.  8  Is  very  pleased  to  hear  that  Cook’s  Voyage  will  be  sent; 

the  diligence  is  a  good  medium  of  transport ;  hopes  at  end  of  the  year  to 
send  a  collection  of  plants  from  Cayenne;  hopes  B.  will  be  nominated  for 
the  Acad,  in  a  few  days ;  hopes  to  receive  Cook’s  Voyage  soon  and  will  send 
payment  for  it  as  soon  as  possible ;  the  Abbe  Desautriais  of  the  Bibliotheque 
du  Roi  has  written  to  thank  B.  for  the  Domesday  Book.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  27-28 


41.  Paris 


42.  [Paris] 


43.  Paris 


44.  Paris 


1785  Mar.  10  Thanks  B.  for  the  copy  of  Cook’s  Voyage  for  which  he 
owes  \\  gns. ;  is  sending  by  diligence  a  packet  of  various  things  for  B., 
and  some  copies  of  a  leaflet  he  has  printed  and  asks  that  Dryander  may 
distribute  them  to  the  persons  on  the  list;  is  soon  going  to  Montpellier 
and  will  execute  there  any  commissions  for  B. ;  the  anatomists  have  been 
successful  in  their  intrigues,  and  Camper  has  been  elected  to  Acad,  by 
one  vote  more  than  B. ;  Lavoisier’s  experiments  on  conversion  of  air  into 
water;  letters  to  be  delivered  in  London;  has  hopes  of  Capra  angorensis, 
of  which  there  are  some  flocks  in  Provence;  has  obtained  the  Spanish 
sheep  and  is  trying  to  send  them  to  Rouen ;  a  collector  to  go  to  America 
for  trees  is  required.  [Fre?ich.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  29-31 

1785  Apl.  16  Is  very  grateful  to  B.  for  information  on  tea;  he  has 
written  for  the  red  wine;  good  news  of  his  father  and  new  business  in 
Paris  have  prevented  his  visit  to  Montpellier;  Desfontaines  has  found  in 
Africa  the  true  tree  from  which  Mastiche  turcanum  flows;  there  is  great 
dispute  amongst  chemists  about  the  “ dephlogisticated  marine  acid”  and 
ether  claimed  to  have  been  discovered  in  leaves ;  requests  Blagden  to  order 
immediately  a  ground-glass;  has  been  nominated  Secretary  to  the  Soc. 
Royale  d’Agriculture,  and  asks  B.  and  his  friends  to  send  material,  for 
publication.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  32-33 

1785  Apl.  25  Has  received  B.’s  letters  about  the  dispatch  of  tea-plants, 
of  which  one  lot  has  arrived ;  encloses  letters  for  Drs.  Simmons  and  Stokes ; 
has  asked  the  latter  for  particulars  of  a  woman  in  Birmingham  who  will 
take  a  young  man  en  pension  whose  father  is  a  friend  of  Lavoisier ;  Chateau 
has  gone  to  Corsica;  a  fire  balloon  ascended  from  Constantinople  and 
crossed  the  Bosphorus ;  the  two  Bostangis  in  charge  have  been  made  Pashas 
and  granted  a  pension;  a  giraffe  skin  has  been  brought  from  Cape  of  Good 
Hope;  rumours  of  a  circumnavigation  under  La  Perouse;  has  been 
studying  the  relationship  of  the  fins  of  fishes  with  the  feet  and  tails  of 
lizards.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  34-35 

1785  May  5  Announces  arrival  of  second  parcel  of  tea-plants,  some  in 
the  first  parcel  were  dead;  Bertier  is  anxious  to  be  F.R.S.;  his  services  to 
the  Veterinary  School ;  La  Perouse  will  soon  set  off  for  a  circumnavigation; 
Lamanon  has  been  appointed  naturalist,  and  Moneron  the  engineer  is 
also  to  go;  there  will  be  two  ships;  the  sheep  will  soon  be  sent  to  Rouen; 
his  work  on  fins  shows  them  to  be  analogous  to  the  limbs  of  lizards ;  2000 
lb.  of  best  English  turnip  seed  are  wanted  for  distribution  to  French 
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49.  Paris 


50.  Paris 


51.  Paris 


52.  Paris 
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farmers  with  printed  directions  for  cultivation ;  the  king  has  given  a  large 
number  of  cows;  de  la  Billardiere  has  just  delivered  the  packets  sent  by  B. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  36+41-43 

1785  May  12  Referring  to  the  purchase  of  turnip  seed  [above,  No.  44], 
requires  information  on  the  English  method  of  cultivation;  fallen  elm 
leaves  from  5000  miles  of  main  roads  are  to  be  used  as  manure ;  D’Antic, 
the  naturalist,  who  will  go  with  La  Perouse,  would  like  to  see  B.  before  his 
departure;  they  are  delighted  to  have  the  instruments  used  by  Capt.  Cook. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  44-45 

1785  May  16  Recommends  the  bearer,  a  Spaniard  named  Zurunga,  who 
is  going  to  Edinburgh  to  study  medicine ;  requests  B.  to  give  him  letters  of 
introduction  there.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  40 

1785  May  19  Informs  B.  about  the  wine  and  chestnuts  sent  by  the  ship 
Dunkerkois ;  his  friends  the  Abbe  Monges,  Lamanon  and  D’Antic  are  going 
with  La  Perouse;  as  they  have  no  agent  in  London,  requests  B.  to  procure 
for  them  the  articles  in  enclosed  list  for  use  on  the  voyage.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  37-39 
1785  May  — ]  If  B.  thinks  that  Bertier’s  election  to  R.S.  is  out  of  the 

question,  will  accept  his  decision  and  will  inform  Bertier  that  the  matter  is 
closed;  reminds  him  of  the  ineffectual  way  the  Academy  is  conducted 
and  the  intrigues  over  elections ;  some  wine  is  being  sent  to  B.  from  Cette. 
[Continuations  and  end  lost.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  46-47 
1785  June  5  The  bearer,  his  friend  Grandjean,  would  be  grateful  if  B. 
would  arrange  for  him  and  the  friend  who  is  with  him  to  visit  Kew,  to 
attend  meetings  of  R.S.,  and  to  use  B.’s  library;  has  been  appointed  by  the 
King  an  anatomist  to  the  Acad,  des  Sciences  in  place  of  Morand ;  sends 
fruits  of  Melia  azedarach  and  a  copy  of  the  notice  on  turnips  which  will 
be  affixed  to  the  church  doors  in  France.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  48-49 
1785  June  16  Returns  thanks  for  all  the  things  sent  by  B.;  the  turnips 
have  arrived,  but  the  pistols  [for  La  Perouse’s  expedition]  were  confiscated 
at  Calais,  and  an  order  from  the  King  is  required  for  their  release;  the 
travellers,  except  D’Antic,  leave  on  Sunday  [17th  June];  the  Abbe 
Monges,  Lamanon,  la  Martiniere  and  Dufresne  as  naturalists,  Dageley 
and  Monge  the  younger  as  astronomers;  they  take  much  apparatus  and 
balloons;  a  ewe  and  ram  with  iron  collars  stamped  with  B.'s  address  are 
being  sent  off  from  Paris ;  the  Journal  de  Paris  has  been  stopped  through 
an  indiscreet  reference  to  the  Queen;  is  expecting  Andre  the  botanist 
from  Persia;  universal  rumour  that  Capt.  Gore  is  departing  with  two  ships 
for  the  South  Seas.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  50-51 

1785  June  20  Is  distressed  that  B.  should  be  displeased  with  him  as  his 
last  letter  implies;  explains  the  various  matters  complained  of;  with 
regard  to  the  letters  of  introduction,  Grandjean  and  Gilbeau,  Dominicans, 
are  distinguished  men  well  known  to  him;  in  France  letters  are  given  as  a 
matter  of  course,  but  he  would  never  recommend  unworthy  persons. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add  M.S.  8096.  52-53 

1785  Aug.  1  Hopes  the  sheep  have  arrived  in  good  condition  and  that  B. 
will  like  the  fineness  of  their  wool;  Andre  has  returned  from  Persia  with 
many  interesting  plants  and  is  now  going  to  North  America;  sends 
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publications  of  the  Agric.  Soc.  and  specimens  of  Morina  persica\  the  seeds 
of  hemp  from  China  germinated  and  the  plants  are  now  8  ft  high ;  Four- 
croy’s  Entomologia  Parisiensis.  [French.]  [Note  by  B.  on  the  Chinese 
method  of  boiling  hemp.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  54-55 

1785  Aug.  23  Rejoices  to  hear  that  the  sheep  have  arrived  and  that  B. 
is  pleased  with  them;  Vahl  of  Copenhagen  is  bringing  for  him  a  box  of 
artificial  eyes,  to  be  passed  on  to  Lloyd;  Afzelius  will  bring  the  Morina 
with  him;  Desfontaines  is  soon  expected,  the  ships  left  but  were  delayed 
by  fire;  the  turnips  have  prospered,  there  are  more  than  8,000  acres  of 
them;  the  King  has  distributed  1,000  cows  to  the  poor;  discovery  by 
Vicq  d’Azyr  of  clavicles  in  cloven-footed  animals.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  56-58 
1785  Dec.  5  Has  been  to  Montpellier  for  six  weeks;  in  the  mountains 
• Spartium  junceum  is  grown  for  winter  food  for  sheep  and  for  making  cloth; 
the  turnips  prosper,  but  the  farmers  neglect  to  thin  them  out ;  is  writing 
to  Dickson  about  further  seed;  the  potatoes  and  maize  distributed  by 
Govt,  near  Paris  are  a  great  success ;  the  economic  garden  at  the  Veterinary 
Coll,  is  almost  complete  and  a  menagerie  installed;  is  conducting  ex¬ 
periments  on  hydrophobia;  Dombey  has  arrived,  but  Desfontaines  is  in 
quarantine  at  Marseilles;  the  hemp  has  failed;  asks  for  more  seed.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  59-60 

1785  Dec.  29  Home  of  Edinburgh,  son  of  the  Professor,  is  bringing 
letters  for  B.,  and  papers  from  D’Orcy  for  Greville;  Home  has  studied 
mineralogy  and  wishes  to  see  Greville’s  collection  if  B.  can  arrange  this 
for  him;  has  dined  with  Sinclair  and  is  grateful  to  B.  for  introducing  him; 
sends  a  gift  of  silk  for  Miss  Banks.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  232 
[1786]  Jan.  19  Parcels  to  be  brought  to  B.  by  Home  and  Sinclair; 
Dombey  is  retiring  to  the  country  and  has  given  his  collection  to  L’Heritier 
who  will  publish  an  account  of  it;  has  asked  for  some  specimens  for  B.; 
Mechain  discovered  a  comet  on  17th  Jan.;  asks  the  price  of  flint  glass; 
Le  Monnier  is  very  angry  with  Wa]es,  but  he  (Br.)  and  Sinclair  have 
persuaded  him  that  B.  disapproves  of  his  insults;  Bertier’s  wife  is  dead. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  230-231 

1786  Feb.  13  Thinks  that  [Arthur]  Young  deals  harshly  with  the 
agricultural  instructions  to  farmers;  he  does  not  know  that  the  King  is 
opposed  to  hedges  and  inclosures;  it  is  a  great  achievement  to  have 
induced  the  peasants  to  grow  turnips  after  wheat,  for  they  are  unfriendly 
to  Government ;  a  vacancy  in  the  Acad,  by  the  death  of  Guettard ;  Dom- 
bey’s  Herbarium  now  in  the  Cabinet  du  Roi,  to  be  published  by  L’Heritier, 
though  Jussieu  wanted  it;  has  obtained  5  subscribers  to  the  work  on 
Logarithms,  but  has  lost  the  prospectus  [F.  Callet’s  tables] ;  has  seen  a 
manuscript  from  China  on  magnetism.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  233-234 
1786  Mar.  7  Thanks  B.  for  letters  and  parcels  sent  by  d’Estolles, 
including  the  hemp  seed;  often  sees  D’Orcy;  Bertier  could  do  little  for  B. 
and  Sinclair  owing  to  the  death  of  his  wife;  Abbe  Pourret  failed  to  supply 
the  books  of  the  Toulouse  Acad.,  and  he  had  to  buy  them;  Jussieu  failed 
to  obtain  Dombey’s  Herbarium,  and  he  is  unpopular;  Thouin  will  be 
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nominated  for  the  Acad,  in  spite  of  opposition  by  Lamarck  and  Jussieu; 


59.  Paris 

Desfontaines  has  arrived  with  many  plants  and  insects;  hopes  soon  to 
visit  London.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  236-237 

[1786]  Mar.  14  Buffon  should  be  reminded  of  his  promise  to  publish 

descriptions  of  plants  in  the  Cabinet  du  Roi ;  Thouin  has  been  elected  to 
the  vacancy  in  the  Academy.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  235 

59A.  Paris 

[1786  Apl.  — ]  Has  returned  [from  London];  saw  an  oyster  bed  at 

Sheppey  and  Walker’s  shells;  Desfontaines  has  been  appointed  Prof,  of 
Botany  at  the  Jardin  du  Roi,  Lemonnier  having  resigned,  Jussieu  remains 
Demonstrator;  requests  B.  to  send  on  the  specimens  left  in  his  plant- room. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  238 

60.  Paris 

1786  May  8  Has  written  for  copies  of  Abbe  de  Commerell’s  pamphlet; 

sends  parcel  by  the  hand  of  Girtanner,  a  Swiss  M.D.  interested  in  Min¬ 
eralogy;  Fourcroy  has  read  a  paper  on  air  in  the  bladder  of  fishes,  based  on 
experiments  on  the  carp;  a  paper-maker  has  been  manufacturing  paper 
from  various  plants,  Salix,  Euonymus,  Conferva ,  etc.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  239-240 

61.  Paris 

1786  May  29  Note  on  various  memoirs,  etc.,  for  B.  and  Blagden; 

Desfontaines  will  write  to  B.  and  send  him  some  plants  collected  on  his 
voyage.  [French],  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  241 

62.  Paris 

1786  June  1  Sends  memoirs  on  the  [“Diamond  Necklace  Affair”]  and 

the  trial  of  the  conspirators ;  the  Cardinal  [Louis  de  Rohan]  is  condemned 
to  live  as  a  beggar  and  not  to  approach  within  10  leagues  of  the  Court; 
Lamotte  and  Villet  to  be  flogged,  branded  and  sent  to  the  galleys  for  life ; 
Mme  Lamotte  also  to  be  flogged  and  branded,  Cagliostro  is  discharged. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  242 

63.  Paris 

1786  June  5  Modification  has  been  made  of  the  sentence  on  the  Cardinal 

[de  Rohan] ;  is  sending  papers  to  B.  by  Gloxin,  a  botanist;  a  Reindeer  is  at 
the  Veterinary  School;  Swederus  is  in  Paris  naming  Insects;  the  Hedy- 
sarum  gyrans  sent  by  B.  is  thriving.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  243-244 

64.  Paris 

1786  June  26  Describes  sexual  differences  in  Spanish  sheep;  has  not 

yet  found  the  pamphlet  on  submerged  vessels  [see  South,  Thomas,  No. 
12] ;  L’Heritier’s  list  of  Tournefort’s  plants  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible ; 
hopes  B.  will  succeed  in  breeding  Columba  coronata;  is  sending  seeds  of 
Henna  from  Tunis;  living  Beavers  in  Europe.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  245 

65.  Paris 

1786  July  3  Is  sending  various  items  desired  by  B.,  including  Hofmann’s 

memoir  [on  raising  submerged  vessels,  see  above,  No.  64] ;  L’Heritier  is 
preparing  to  send  B.  plants  from  Peru;  a  man  from  Peru  (Leblond,  q.v.) 
has  200  lb.  of  platinum  for  sale,  and  if  Blagden  wants  any,  he  could  get 
it  for  8  Louis  per  lb.;  sends  cards  for  Miss  Banks.  [French.]  [Cf.  Faujas 
de  st.  Fond,  No.  10.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  246-248 

66.  Paris 

1786  July  19  Is  sending  by  Thibaud  who  is  going  to  study  in  Edinburgh, 

Hofmann’s  memoir  and  a  box  of  edible  frogs ;  Salisbury  is  now  at  Mont¬ 
pellier  having  been  in  Paris  with  Br.,  and  will  convey  plants  for  B.;  note 
on  the  melons  grown  from  seed  bought  in  London.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  249-250 

163 


Broussonet, 

67.  Paris 

68.  Paris 

69.  Paris 

70.  Paris 

71.  Paris 

72.  Paris 

73.  Paris 


Pierre  Marie  Auguste,  continued 

1786  July  21  Introduces  [Du  Pres  de]  Ventenat  who  wishes  to  visit 
museums  and  attend  meetings  in  London.  \French.\ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  251 

1786  Sept.  11  Has  been  very  busy  with  the  official  opening  of  the 
Veterinary  College  and  meetings  of  farmers;  L’Heritier  has  started  for 
London  with  the  whole  of  Dombey’s  Herbarium  and  intends  to  publish 
a  Flora  Peruviana,  which  Ortega  has  tried  to  prevent ;  Dombey’s  Herbarium 
is  so  valuable,  B.  may  be  tempted  to  return  from  Revesby  to  see  it;  has 
shown  [James  Edward]  Smith  the  Cabinet  du  Roi  and  Tournefort’s  plants. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  252 

1786  Sept.  23  Introduces  [Raymond  Dominique]  Ferlus,  Prof,  of  Natural 
History  at  Soreses  [  PSoreze],  who  hopes  to  see  B.’s  collections  and  those  of 
Greville.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  254 

1786  Nov.  20  Is  sending  some  Trapa  natans ;  the  session  at  the  Acad, 
has  begun,  with  a  detailed  account  of  making  paper  from  various  materials; 
considers  nothing  so  good  as  Morus  papyrifera,  of  which  he  has  planted 
many  and  hopes  soon  to  experiment  with  them;  the  Chinese  hemp 
flowered  too  late  for  collecting  the  seed ;  has  grown  much  beet,  believing 
it  to  be  the  most  nutritious  cattle-food;  wants  varieties  of  Lincolnshire 
potatoes;  Parker  has  offered  Baron  de  Breteuil  his  lenses  for  1000  Louis, 
and  the  Acad,  has  been  consulted;  asks  B.’s  opinion;  [J.  E.]  Smith  has  left 
Paris;  various  news.  [French.]  [Note  by  B.  that  he  knows  little  of  Parker’s 
lens  and  would  not  advise  purchase  until  it  has  been  tested  by  experiment.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  255-256 

1786  Dec.  25  Sends  the  Polytype  Journal  and  other  matter;  is  pleased 

about  the  pigs  B.  will  send;  activities  in  the  Academy  and  the  hospital; 
has  seen  Boulton  and  Watt;  J.  E.  Smith  is  now  in  Italy;  agricultural 
works  are  prospering,  but  chemists  are  wanted  for  soil  analysis  and 
fertilizers;  exhibitions  of  plans  for  the  instruction  of  peasants;  a  fuel-oil 
made  from  Cornus  sanguinea  and  from  acorns;  L’Heritier  is  believed  to  be 
in  Holland.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  393-394 

1787  Feb.  21  Is  pleased  with  the  news  of  Herschel’s  discovery,  which  has 
been  announced  to  the  Academy  by  Cassini ;  new  discoveries  in  agri¬ 
culture  ;  Melilotus  is  grown  for  textiles,  and  new  crops  and  cereals ;  work 
on  soil  analysis  has  been  begun  by  chemists;  offers  B.  Angora  goats  which 
are  hardy;  asks  for  more  plants  of  Morus  papyrifera,  from  the  bark  of 
which  good  paper  has  been  made,  and  for  more  hemp-seed.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  395-396 

1787  Apl.  17  Introduces  Rousset,  late  French  Consul  in  Morea;  he  is 
retiring  to  Birmingham  to  learn  English  and  will  be  grateful  for  introduc¬ 
tions  there;  has  just  acquired  a  little  book  made  of  paper  prepared  from 
the  Lime-tree,  with  samples  made  from  other  plants,  and  sends  them  to 
B.  [See  also  Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  No.  10]  [French.] 

BM.  Add.  MS.  8096.  397 

1787  May  14  Has  heard  that  Hunter  has  crossed  a  jackal  with  a  bitch; 
has  pups  from  a  wolf  cross;  Camper  is  in  Paris,  also  de  Morveau;  does  not 
yet  know  how  many  sheep  he  can  procure;  Daubenton  will  give  15  or  20, 
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and  there  will  be  about  ioo  from  Spain;  shepherds  and  transport  arrange¬ 
ments  ;  news  from  their  travellers  [La  Perouse’s  expedition] ;  they  have  lost 
21  people,  but  no  naturalists.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  398-399 

75.  Paris  1787  June  4  Has  received  samples  of  wool  from  the  Spanish  sheep  now 

in  Provence ;  Daubenton  now  seems  unwilling  to  part  with  those  he  pro¬ 
mised  ;  wishes  to  know  how  many  B.  requires  and  arrangements  for  sending 
them;  sends  a  work  by  Gouanfjean  Guillaume]  Bruguieres  is  now  in  Paris, 
he  has  been  to  Kerguelen  and  is  leaving  for  Dominica  where  he  hopes  to 
collect  Magnolia ;  he  has  seen  Arthur  Young  who  is  going  to  the  Pyrenees. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  400-401 

76.  Paris  1787  July  23  Gives  news  of  La  Perouse’s  party;  they  have  not  yet 

accomplished  half  of  their  voyage,  and  intend  to  remain  some  time  at 
Manila;  the  communication  to  the  Academy  deals  only  with  navigation 
and  mineralogy;  the  Statues  on  Easter  Island  appear  to  be  much  finer 
than  Cook  suggested ;  introduces  a  Hungarian,  Baron  Rodmanizky. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  402 

77.  Paris  1787  Aug.  13  Has  learned  from  Wedgwood  that  B.  wants  an  umbrella, 

and  has  had  one  made  especially  for  him;  Tenon  and  Coulomb  were 
delighted  with  England  and  by  the  hospitality  of  B. ;  asks  for  information 
about  Spermaceti ;  the  seeds  of  Morus  papyrifera  have  failed.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  403-404 

78.  Paris  1787  Aug.  16  Informs  B.  that  he  was  elected  a  Foreign  Associate  of  the 

Acad,  des  Sciences  with  only  one  dissentient  voice.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  405 

79.  Paris  1788  May  23  Introduces  Darquier,  de  Puy-Morin,  D’Orcy  and  Journu 

and  requests  B.  to  give  them  introductions  in  England;  the  Jardin  du  Roi 
is  to  be  arranged  on  Tournefort’s  plan.  [French.] 


80.  Paris 


81.  Paris 


82.  Paris 


83.  Paris 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  3 

1788  June  30  Returns  thanks  for  letter  and  publications  sent;  con¬ 
gratulates  B.  on  his  article  on  wool  in  the  Annals  [of  Agric.] ;  Zimmermann 
is  visiting  London;  is  sending  to  [Arthur]  Young  a  copy  of  the  Rules  of  the 
Jardin  du  Roi  as  he  wishes  an  extract  to  be  published  in  the  Annals. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  4 

1788  July  14  Has  been  unable  to  obtain  the  works  required  by  B.  on 
insects  that  destroy  wheat,  except  the  enclosed  pamphlets  by  Du  Hamel 
and  Tillet;  introduces  Lem,  a  Livonian  amateur  botanist  who  is  visiting 
London;  news  of  Blagden  and  Lalande.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  5-6 

1788  Oct.  25  Discusses  and  gives  news  of  many  current  matters  in 

agriculture,  botany  and  science,  including  a  plague  of  caterpillars;  refers 
to  L’Heritier,  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  De  La  Luzerne  and  Arthur  Young; 
Willemet  has  gone  to  India  for  at  least  4  years  and  has  been  advised  to  send 
his  plants  to  B.  in  event  of  war;  mentions  Abbe  Bormaterre,  Marsden  and 
Major  Rennell.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  7-10 

1789  Jan.  1  Recommends  Abbe  Balzano,  Prof,  of  Faculty  of  Agriculture 

at  Palermo,  recently  founded  by  King  of  Naples;  has  advised  him  to  see 
Arthur  Young  so  as  to  study  English  agricultural  methods;  severe  cold 
has  killed  the  plane-trees;  science  in  France  is  now  subordinated  to 
politics.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  136-137 
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86.  Paris 


87.  Paris 
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90.  Paris 
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1789  Mar.  2  States  that  Le  Br.’s  [Le  Breton’s]  illness  is  not  the  same  as 
that  of  George  III;  thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  Abbe  Balzano;  great 
extension  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Soc.  d’Agriculture  and  proposed 
experiments  in  bread-making;  mentions  the  high  price  of  bread  and 
shortage  of  flour,  also  the  great  damage  to  trees,  plants,  fish,  etc.,  by  the 
extreme  cold ;  seeks  information  the  mortality  of  fishes  from  cold. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  138-139 

1789  Mar.  19  Requests  B.  to  allow  Olivier  access  to  his  library  when  he 
comes  to  London  to  work  on  his  great  book  on  Insects  to  be  published  at 
the  expense  of  D’Orcy;  the  China  hemp  seed  given  by  B.  has  done  well 
in  Languedoc;  sends  seeds  from  the  plants  there.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  140-141 

1789  Apl.  23  Thanks  for  books  sent ;  asks  for  information  of  “our  ships” 
as  the  Minister  of  Marine  has  had  no  news  of  La  Perouse ;  reminds  B.  of 
his  promise  as  to  Kangaroos  and  asks  for  information  about  New  Holland; 
nothing  of  interest  was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Academy ;  few  were 
present  because  of  the  prevailing  interest  in  politics.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 42-143 

1789  July  1  Sends  pamphlets  for  B.  and  medallions  for  Miss  Banks; 
report  on  the  insects  that  destroy  grain  in  America;  refers  to  Arthur 
Young  and  his  inclosures  in  Suffolk;  requests  B.  to  forward  the  diploma 
to  Black  of  Edinburgh  who  has  been  elected  Foreign  Assoc,  of  Acad,  in 
place  of  Camper;  further  news  of  Acad.;  the  Kangaroo  has  arrived  at 
Dieppe.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  144-145 

1789  July  29  Introduces  Floret,  a  German,  who  can  give  detailed  news 
of  the  revolution  which  took  place  during  the  last  fortnight;  writes 
enthusiastically  on  the  subject;  renews  his  thanks  for  the  Kangaroo  and 
sends  the  new  medallion  for  the  Soc.  des  Belles-Lettres  for  Miss  Banks. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  146-147 

1789  Aug.  7  Recommends  L’Escallier,  formerly  “head”  of  the  Colony 
of  Cayenne,  where  he  did  much  to  promote  the  study  of  Natural  History; 
emphasizes  that  L’Escallier  is  not  a  refugee;  describes  the  new  administra¬ 
tion  of  Paris  by  180  elected  representatives,  of  whom  he  is  one.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  148 

1789  Nov.  26  Recommends  Wiborg,  Prof,  of  Veterinary  Science  at 

Copenhagen,  who  is  also  a  learned  botanist,  and  asks  B.  to  assist  him  in  his 
studies  of  rural  economy  in  England;  has  spent  a  month  at  Montpellier 
with  his  father;  great  loss  of  olive-trees  in  last  severe  winter;  no  ill-effects 
have  been  observed  by  importing  American  wheat;  grain  is  now  coming 
in  from  Northern  Europe;  the  project  of  building  Albion  Mills  has  not 
been  carried  out.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  149-150 

1790  Mar.  1  Asks  B.  for  any  information  he  can  give  as  to  La  Perouse 

about  whose  expedition  no  further  news  has  come ;  science  is  now  neglected 
for  politics;  is  Secretary  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Paris  Commune,  which 
occupies  all  his  time ;  gives  news  of  Abbe  Raynal  and  Olivier’s  new  publica¬ 
tion;  sends  copy  of  memoir  addressed  to  the  Assembly  by  “our  Society” 
[Soc.  d’Agric.] ;  recommends  Vial,  a  Veterinary  Surgeon,  now  living  in 
London.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  273-274 
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1790  Mar.  11  Returns  thanks  for  Annals  of  Agric.,  and  for  news  of  La 
Perouse;  B.’s  letter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  King  who  ordered 
it  to  be  printed  in  the  Gazette  de  France ;  gives  news  of  L’Heritier  and  of 
projected  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  Academie  and  of  the  Soc. 
d’Agriculture.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  275-276 

1790  Mar.  16  Introduces  Vial  de  Sainbel  (1 q.v .)  who  formerly  taught 
Veterinary  Science  at  Montpellier,  and  wishes  to  do  the  same  in  England 
where  he  has  now  settled.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  277 

1790  Apl.  18  Describes  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Academie  and  gives 
particulars  of  papers  read  by  Le  Monnier,  Brisson,  Cassini,  Abbe  Teissier, 
Mechain  and  Sage,  also  Eloges  on  Cardinal  de  Luynes,  de  Lassone  and 
Camper,  by  the  Secretary;  science,  except  agriculture,  languishes  in 
France;  sends  seeds  of  plants  grown  from  the  seed  sent  by  B.  [French.] 

B.  M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  278-279 
1790  May  9  Recommends  to  B.  Ungeschick,  Astronomer  to  the  Elector 
Palatine ;  he  has  been  working  in  Paris  for  a  year  and  wishes  to  continue  his 
studies  in  England  and  establish  relations  with  English  scientists.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  280 
1790  June  17  Complains  that  French  savants  are  too  much  taken  up  with 
public  affairs  to  do  much  scientific  work,  but  must  make  every  effort  to 
uphold  the  Revolution,  the  success  of  which  now  seems  certain;  discusses 
the  Assignats  on  the  property  of  the  clergy  and  thinks  they  will  lead  to 
better  agriculture  by  increasing  the  number  of  landed  proprietors ;  abund¬ 
ance  of  memoirs  sent  to  the  Soc.  [d’Agric.] ;  the  forthcoming  fete  on 
14th  July;  news  of  L’Heritier,  Jussieu  and  Lamarck;  has  heard  a  report 
of  La  Perouse’s  ships  having  been  at  Batavia  in  1789,  but  does  not 
believe  it.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  281-282 

1790  July  25  Introduces  Blachon,  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Bordeaux; 
requests  B.  to  obtain  for  him  permission  to  see  Kew  Gardens,  some 
Natural  History  collections,  and  to  attend  a  meeting  of  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  283 
1790  July  26  Introduces  Brongniart,  son  of  a  well-known  architect  who  is 
a  fervent  naturalist  on  Linnaean  principles ;  Pallas  has  been  nominated  to 
the  Academie  in  place  of  Franklin.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  284 

1790  Oct.  24  The  Academie  has  met  throughout  the  vacation;  members 
are  working  upon  the  means  of  carrying  out  the  decree  of  the  Nat. 
Assembly  on  uniformity  of  Weights  and  Measures;  discussion  on  the 
measures  relating  to  the  re-sale  of  Church  property  and  other  agricultural 
subjects,  including  the  breeding  of  sheep  and  pigs;  Sinclair  has  sent 
samples  of  Shetland  wool ;  thanks  B.  for  Lincolnshire  wool ;  gives  news  of 
the  Spanish  sheep.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  285-286 

1790  Nov.  5  Recommends  to  B.  his  compatriot  Bancale,  although  he  is 
more  a  publicist  than  a  scientist.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  287-288 

1790  Dec.  16  Returns  thanks  for  publications  received;  will  send 
answers  soon  to  B.’s  questions  as  to  the  North-West  Passage  and  disease 
of  apple  trees;  recommends  Coquat  to  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  380 
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1790  Dec.  24  Explains  reasons  for  delay  in  sending  memoir  on  the 

North-West  Passage;  this  and  the  maps  relating  to  it  are  being  sent  off. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  381 

1791  Mar.  28  Regrets  he  has  still  no  particulars  of  apple-tree  disease; 
particulars  of  the  state  of  agriculture  in  France  resulting  from  the  sales  of 
land;  offers  some  of  Daubenton’s  sheep  from  Montbard;  the  Nat.  As¬ 
sembly  has  adopted  the  proposals  of  the  Academie  on  Weights  and 
Measures ;  discusses  merits  of  various  fodder  plants ;  two  ships  are  to  be 
sent  in  search  of  La  Perouse.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  382-383 

1791  May  22  Recommends  to  B.,  Moorcroft,  who  has  studied  veterinary 
subjects  at  Lyons  and  intends  to  practise  in  England;  also  mentions 
Townsend  who  desires  to  go  to  Canada  as  a  naturalist.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  384 

1791  July  3  Explains  delay  in  replying  to  B.’s  letter  because  it  arrived  at 
the  time  of  the  flight  of  the  King  and  Queen  to  Varennes,  and  the  section 
of  the  Assembly  of  which  he  is  president  was  in  continuous  session  for 
several  nights;  the  expedition  in  search  of  La  Perouse  will  sail  in  August 
with  many  naturalists  on  board.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  385-386 

1791  Aug.  22  Sends  the  report  of  the  Academie  on  Weights  and 
Measures;  has  introduced  Messrs.  Way  to  various  French  naturalists  and 
has  taken  them  to  a  meeting  of  the  Academie.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  12 

1791  Sept.  16  Sends  the  last  two  quarterly  reports  of  the  Soc.  d’Agric. 
and  will  send  a  third  by  Sundersberg ;  two  vessels  commanded  by  Dentre- 
casteaux  and  Dupetit-Thouars  are  setting  out  from  Havre ;  both  have  good 
naturalists  and  a  gardener  on  board;  has  given  to  Messrs.  Way  facilities 
to  visit  gardens,  collections,  etc. ;  his  time  now  entirely  given  up  to  public 
affairs;  has  been  made  a  Deputy  for  Paris  in  the  Assemblee  Nationale, 
where  he  intends  to  press  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture ;  thinks  that 
scientific  studies  will  be  resumed  “in  the  tranquillity  we  are  at  last  to 
enjoy”.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  13-14 

1791  Sept.  23  Recommends  warmly  Gimbernat,  a  Spanish  naturalist; 
he  has  a  pension  from  his  Govt,  to' enable  him  to  study  in  European 
countries;  he  is  bringing  a  parcel  of  Peruvian  plants  for  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  17 

1791  Nov.  1  Asks  B.  for  introduction  to  “the  most  distinguished  doctors 
and  surgeons”  for  his  brother  who  is  going  to  London  to  study  medicine 
and  surgery;  he  desires  particularly  to  study  under  John  Hunter;  sends 
specimens  of  new  coins  for  Miss  Banks’s  collection.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  15-16 

1792  Sept.  20  Recommends  to  B.  the  brothers  Bouttelon,  sons  of  the 

gardener  of  the  King  of  Spain,  who  are  studying  Botany  in  Paris  and  will 
continue  in  London;  their  father  can  supply  seeds  of  rare  plants  from 
Spanish  America;  has  abandoned  politics;  has  sent  some  rams  of  even 
better  stock  than  those  of  Montbard,  to  his  recently-acquired  property 
near  Montpellier  where  he  intends  to  carry  out  experiments  with  his  flock 
[in  stock-breeding],  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  122-123 
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hi.  Venasque,  1794  July  2 5  In  consequence  of  persecution  in  France,  and  to  save  his 
Spain  life,  has  fled  to  Spain ;  crossed  the  Pyrenees  in  snow  and  ice,  but  has  been 

treated  kindly  in  Spain,  and  hopes  to  reach  Cadiz;  has  sent  his  belongings 
to  Baltimore  and  plans  to  emigrate  to  America;  his  father  is  dead,  and  if 
order  is  not  restored  in  France  will  send  for  the  rest  of  his  family;  asks 
B.’s  assistance  to  obtain  him  a  passage  on  a  British  warship  to  London  and 
thence  to  Philadelphia;  would  work  as  surgeon  or  in  any  other  capacity; 
will  wait  at  Cadiz  for  reply.  [French.]  [Note  by  B.  that  he  received  the 
letter  on  6  Sept,  and  replied  the  next  day.] 


1 12.  Saragossa 


1 13.  Saragossa 


1 14.  Madrid 


1 15.  Cadiz 


1 1 6.  Lisbon 


1 1 7.  Lisbon 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  231-232 
1794  July  29  Refers  to  last  letter  but  fears  it  may  go  astray,  and  as  B.  is 
the  only  person  who  can  help  him,  repeats  his  plans  for  emigrating  to 
America ;  is  going  to  Cadiz  via  Madrid,  where  he  hopes  to  see  Ortega  and 
Cavanilles;  believes  that  regulations  will  prevent  his  remaining  long  in 
Cadiz,  and  if  so,  will  try  to  reach  Gibraltar  or  Lisbon;  has  been  obliged 
to  borrow  money  from  his  friends  and  is  in  great  distress  and  implores 
assistance,  asks  B.  to  write  both  to  Madrid  and  to  Cadiz.  [French.]  [This 
letter  seems  to  have  arrived,  with  the  last,  on  6th  Sept,  and  B.  replied  next 
day.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  233-234 

1794  Aug.  5  Has  already  written  twice  from  Spain  but  his  position  is 
desperate,  although  he  has  been  kindly  treated  in  Spain;  repeats  his  plans 
for  going  to  America  where  he  would  earn  his  living  as  a  doctor  or  in 
teaching  Natural  History;  before  leaving  France  he  took  steps  to  ensure 
that  he  would  be  able  to  repay  whatever  he  might  have  to  borrow.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  235-236 
1794  Aug.  20  This  letter  is  largely  a  repetition  of  Nos.  m-113;  he 
would  be  happy  to  embark  on  an  English  warship  even  as  an  ordinary 
sailor;  he  only  wishes  to  escape  with  his  life  from  the  savages  who  are 
ravaging  his  country;  is  lodging  with  Ortega  who  has  been  very  kind,  as 
also  has  Cavanilles ;  he  is  overwhelmed  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Spanish 
savants.  [French. ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  237-239 

1 794  Sept.  28  Is  about  to  sail  for  London  by  the  merchant  ship  Britannia , 

having  been  robbed  of  nearly  all  his  baggage;  hopes  to  arrive  via  Lisbon 
and  Oporto  early  in  December;  has  been  greatly  helped  by  Gordon  &  Co., 
merchants  of  Cadiz.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  124 

1794  Nov.  2  Does  not  know  whether  B.  has  received  his  various  letters 
from  Spain  as  he  could  not  wait  for  B.’s  reply,  for  all  Frenchmen  are 
obliged  to  withdraw  to  the  interior,  20  leagues  from  the  frontiers;  has 
therefore  left  by  sea  for  Lisbon  where  he  will  wait  B.’s  reply;  renews  his 
entreaties  to  travel  on  a  British  warship ;  Correia  ( q.v .)  has  done  much  for 
him,  obtaining  permission  for  him  to  remain  in  Portugal  until  he  can  go  to 
England ;  has  obtained  about  40  tortoises  for  B. ;  was  on  the  point  of 
embarking  on  a  warship  but  the  permission  came  too  late  and  the  ship  left 
with  his  baggage  and  tortoises ;  has  written  to  a  passenger  to  recover  them 
and  send  them  back.  [French.]  [Received  by  B.  25  Nov.  and  answered,  28.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  240-241 
1794  Nov.  7  Has  already  written  by  the  packet  Corogna,  but  does  so 
again  by  a  packet  going  direct  to  London ;  was  three  weeks  at  sea  from 
Cadiz  to  Lisbon  and  is  determined  to  proceed  only  in  a  warship;  begs  B. 


169 


Broussonet, 


118.  Lisbon 


1 19.  Lisbon 


120.  Lisbon 


1 21.  Gibraltar 


122.  Gibraltar 


123.  Gibraltar 


124.  Gibraltar 
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to  obtain  the  necessary  permission ;  his  trunk  and  tortoises  were  carried 
off  on  the  convoy.  [French.]  [Received  by  B.  24  Nov.,  answered  same  day.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  245-246 
1794  Dec.  4  Has  just  received  from  Cadiz  B.’s  letter  of  7  Sept,  [see  above, 
No.  1 1 2];  is  overjoyed  at  its  contents;  desires  to  travel  by  a  King’s  ship 
as  neutral  vessels  are  searched  and  several  Frenchmen  have  been  taken 
from  them;  is  pleased  B.  approves  his  plan  of  going  to  America;  two 
warships  are  expected  which  are  going  to  England ;  would  like  to  travel 
by  one  of  them;  has  found  good  friends  in  Lisbon,  including  Vandelli, 
who  remembered  B.’s  visit.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  247-248 

1794  Dec.  31  Has  received  B.’s  letter  of  28  Nov.  and  is  most  grateful  for 
all  that  he  has  done;  has  written  to  Gen.  Rainford  asking  for  a  passage 
to  Gibraltar  as  it  may  be  long  before  a  warship  touches  Lisbon ;  has  spent 
his  time  in  the  Academy  Library  and  in  making  collections  of  plants,  etc. ; 
the  local  collections  are  mainly  of  specimens  from  Brazil.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  242-243 

1795  Jan.  25  The  last  packet  brought  B.’s  letter  and  the  Admiralty 

permit  to  the  Ambassador;  unfortunately  the  frigate  had  sailed  before  the 
packet  arrived  and  he  will  have  to  wait  two  months  for  another  ship; 
has  been  advised  to  go  to  Gibraltar  with  his  papers,  permit,  etc. ;  he  has  the 
necessary  passports  and  will  leave  in  a  few  days ;  Korter  has  written  to  the 
British  Consul  there;  has  left  with  Korter  a  box  of  seeds,  etc.,  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  249-250 

1795  Mar.  23  Has  just  received  B.’s  letter  of  1  Feb.  and  is  deeply 
touched  by  the  kindness  he  has  shown;  Gen.  Rainsford  and  Mr.  Parrish 
have  also  been  very  kind;  has  been  collecting  plants  and  insects  and  has 
sent  off  a  parcel  of  seeds  and  bulbs  for  B. ;  is  very  grateful  to  B.  for  re¬ 
covering  his  trunk  and  the  tortoises  [see  No.  1 1 6] ;  mentions  what  to  feed 
the  tortoises  upon ;  Gen.  Rainsford  has  collected  fossil  bones  which  will  be 
sent  to  B.  [French.]  [Received  by  B.  27  Apl.,  answered  1  May.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  251-252 
1795  June  2  Cannot  sufficiently  express  his  gratitude  to  B.  for  his  letter 
of  1  May  and  for  all  that  he  has  done  for  him ;  has  made  extensive  collec¬ 
tions  of  plants,  insects  and  shells;  'has  had  news  from  France  of  the 
decrees  permitting  the  return  of  refugees  and  the  restoration  of  their 
property ;  he  would  like  to  go  back  and  recover  what  is  left  of  his  fortune 
with  the  ultimate  design  of  buying  a  farm  in  America.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  253-254 
1795  June  15  Has  had  further  information  about  the  decree,  and  has 
resolved  to  return  to  France,  recover  the  remnants  of  his  fortune  and 
settle  in  America;  in  the  meantime  he  will  accompany  the  American 
Consul  to  Barbary  where  he  hopes  to  explore  the  slopes  of  Mt.  Atlas; 
has  availed  himself  of  B.’s  permission  to  draw  on  him  for  money  which  he 
will  repay,  but  B.’s  kindness  he  can  never  repay;  he  has  seen  Matra  ( q.v .) 
who  has  given  him  much  information.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  257-258 
1795  Sept.  23  Has  learned  that  none  of  his  property  has  been  sold  and 
that  he  may  return  to  France  and  reclaim  it ;  is  leaving  at  once  for  Barcelona 
and  will  pay  his  debts  when  he  returns  to  France;  his  stay  at  Tangier  and 
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other  places  in  N.  Africa  has  revealed  a  vast  unworked  field  of  Natural 
History;  has  discovered  a  new  species  of  fox;  travel  facilities  difficult 
without  escort,  but  a  doctor  can  travel  safely  into  the  interior;  notes  on 
various  plants.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  255-256 


125.  Montpellier 


126.  Tangier 


127.  Mogador 


128.  Santa  Cruz, 
Tenerife 


129.  Montpellier 


130.  Montpellier 


1795  Nov.  11  [Dated  20  Brumaire,  an  4.]  Back  in  the  bosom  of  his 
family,  his  first  care  is  to  thank  B.  for  his  many  kindnesses ;  if  he  cannot 
obtain  an  educational  post,  he  will  practise  as  a  doctor;  the  study  of 
Natural  History  sustained  and  solaced  him  during  his  exile;  hopes  soon  to 
be  able  to  discharge  his  debt  to  B. ;  asks  for  news  of  [J.  E.]  Smith  and  of 
Correia;  asks  B.  to  reply  under  cover  to  Prof.  Levade  at  Lausanne. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  324-325 

1798  Sept.  3  [Dated  17  Fructidor,  an  6.]  Had  hoped  to  go  to  Mogador 
but  has  been  forced  to  pass  the  summer  in  Spain  and  Tangier;  has  col¬ 
lected  some  plants  and  seeds  which  Matra  will  convey  to  B. ;  has  been  more 
successful  in  zoology,  and  has  collected  insects,  fishes,  snakes  and  lizards ; 
intends  to  collect  information  about  the  interior  of  Africa;  encloses 
translation  of  an  Arabic  MS.  giving  an  account  of  the  relations  between 
Morocco  and  the  Sudan  at  the  end  of  the  15th  cent.  [fo.  4—5] ;  wishes  to 
know  the  present  state  of  the  country  explored  by  Park;  a  Mesembryan- 
themum  used  to  enhance  the  colour  of  cochineal,  and  a  Fraxinus  used  for 
tanning;  before  leaving  Paris,  sent  by  a  Dane  a  box  of  plants  collected  by 
Tournefort  in  the  Levant  and  hopes  they  reached  B. ;  difficulties  of 
communication,  but  hears  of  B.  through  Matra.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  2-3 

1799  Apl.  9  [Dated  20  Germinal,  an  7.]  Refers  to  his  last  letter  and 

Tournefort’s  plants  which  he  hopes  have  reached  B. ;  has  been  unable  to 
visit  the  slopes  of  Mt.  Atlas  where  Alpine  plants  grow;  notes  on  the  trees 
in  the  local  forests  and  of  the  animals ;  is  sending  two  gazelles,  and  some 
living  plants  and  bulbs ;  will  send  more  plants  by  another  ship  now  loading ; 
this  letter  and  the  gazelles  are  sent  by  Duke  of  York,  Capt.  Forester. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  6-7 

1801  Apl.  28.  [Dated  8  Floreal,  an  9.]  Thanks  B.  for  sending  the 
Travels  of  Mungo  Park  and  of  [W.  G.]  Browne  received  several  months 
ago;  sends  some  plants  and  a  Guanche  mummy  [see  Blumenbach,  J.  F. , 
Nos.  63,  64],  with  description  of  it.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  226-227 

1802  Jan.  16  Sends  copy  of  the  address  he  gave  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  of  their  school  and  hopes  B.  received  the  elementary  table  of  the 
“ Semeiotique”  which  he  entrusted  to  a  Danish  doctor  two  years  ago;  will 
send  an  account  of  the  Cadiz  disease  as  soon  as  published ;  encloses  letters 
for  Lettsom,  Simmons  and  Smith,  and  asks  B.  to  forward  them.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  162 

1802  June  6  Was  delighted  to  receive  B.’s  letter  of  16  April;  his  account 
of  the  Cadiz  fever  has  been  delayed,  awaiting  the  account  of  the  journey 
by  one  of  his  colleagues;  his  brother  wishes  to  go  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  or  to  Louisiana ;  he  would  like  to  establish  a  Botanical  Garden  at  the 
Cape  to  facilitate  the  transport  of  plants  from  the  E.  Indies  to  Europe; 
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attempts  are  being  made  to  grow  Mesembryanthemum  crystallinum  on  the 
coast;  Arachis  hypogaea  is  very  successful,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Olive  trees  will  improve.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  160-161 

13 1.  Santa  Cruz,  1802  Sept.  2  Sends  some  seeds,  but  the  time  of  year  is  unsuitable  for 
Tenerife  sending  living  plants;  last  year  he  sent  some  plants  and  a  mummy  and 

hopes  they  reached  B. ;  notes  on  Prenanthes  growing  to  a  height  of  20  ft. ; 
his  business  takes  up  all  his  time  and  regrets  he  is  unable  to  explore  the 
islands;  sends  this  letter  by  Little,  a  lawyer,  whom  he  introduces  as  he 
would  like  to  see  B.’s  collection;  Masson,  when  in  Teneriffe  was  enter¬ 
tained  by  a  relative  of  Little;  hopes  to  return  to  Europe  in  the  winter  and 
resume  his  normal  work.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  228-229 

Portsmouth  1803  May  29  Is  travelling  with  his  family  and  two  servants  who  cannot 
speak  English,  so  has  been  delayed  in  getting  his  luggage ;  hopes  to  be  in 
London  in  a  few  days ;  a  note  on  the  plants  he  has  brought ;  5  cases  of 
living  plants  which  will  go  by  sea  to  London;  he  gave  B.’s  name  on  his 
passport.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  222-223 

133.  Paris  1803  Aug.  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  him  in  England;  has  been 

appointed  to  the  chair  of  Botany  at  Montpellier  and  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
Botanic  Garden  there;  intends  to  visit  Paris  from  time  to  time  and  hopes 
to  be  able  to  work  in  B.’s  library  if  peace  is  established ;  la  Billardiere’s  first 
publication  on  South  Seas  plants  is  about  to  appear;  the  New  Zealand 
flax  that  B.  gave  him  at  Spring  Grove  is  already  planted  at  Montpellier; 
a  note  on  the  Spanish  sheep,  price  of  wool,  etc.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  224-225 
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BROWN,  Lancelot,  Junior  (1748-1802).  Landscape  Gardener;  elder  son  of  “Capability 
Brown” 

1.  Hampton  1778  Jan.  19  Sends  a  copy  of  the  inscription  on  the  obelisk  in  Appulder- 
Court  combe  Park  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Robert  Worsley,  Bart,  [died  1747];  has 

not  been  able  to  procure  a  Rock  Ousel,  but  has  asked  Sir  Richard  Worsley’s 
Keeper  to  send  the  first  one  he  shoots.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  68 


BROWN,  Robert,  F.R.S.  (1773-1858).  Botanist;  Banksian  Librarian 

1.  Soho  Square  1800  Dec.  12  *  Informs  him  that  a  ship  has  been  ordered  to  be  fitted 
out  to  explore  the  Natural  History  of  New  Holland;  offers  Brown  the 
appointment  of  Naturalist  to  the  expedition. 


2.  Killenlen 
Bridge 

3.  Soho  Square 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  24 

1800  Dec.  17  Accepts  the  post  of  Naturalist  as  soon  as  he  can  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  his  military  duties  as  surgeon.  Brown  Corr.  3.  101 

1801  June  15  *  Has  too  good  an  opinion  of  Brown’s  proficiency  to  offer 
detailed  instructions  as  to  his  procedure ;  advises  him  to  restrict  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  those  branches  of  Natural  History  with  which  he  is  best  acquainted, 
and  to  collect  specimens  carefully  noting  the  places  where  they  were 
found ;  although  instructions  in  Geology  and  Mineralogy  have  been  given, 
advises  him  to  regard  those  sciences  as  subsidiary  to  Botany,  Entomology 
and  Ornithology;  the  Miner  in  the  expedition  is  an  intelligent  man,  and 
must  be  instructed  how  to  collect  specimens  of  minerals,  rocks,  etc.,  in 
each  place  at  which  the  ship  makes  a  long  stay;  he  will  find  George  Caley 
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4.  Port 
Jackson 


5.  Investigator , 
at  Sea 


6.  [Investigator, 
at  Sea] 


at  Sydney;  if  he  wishes  to  join  the  expedition,  he  may  do  so,  on  condition 
that  the  collections  made  be  sent  to  Kew  and  not  sold. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  41 
D.T.C.  12.  233-235 

1802  May  30  Has  not  had  the  time  or  opportunity  of  sending  a  large 
and  representative  collection  of  the  specimens  obtained;  meanwhile  he 
sends  a  small  box  of  seeds;  has  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  collecting 
plants;  reports  that  about  750  species  of  plants  (excluding  Cryptogams) 
have  been  observed  on  the  S.  coast;  Bauer  has  made  350  drawings  of 
plants  and  100  of  animals  and  has  been  indefatigable,  and  Peter  Good 
has  been  a  most  valuable  assistant ;  has  not  sufficient  facilities  on  board  for 
keeping  living  plants,  but  some  have  been  sent  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
Governor’s  garden ;  particulars  of  the  voyage  and  the  places  and  duration 
of  call;  has  seen  the  French  discovery  ships,  Le  Geographe  and  Le  Natura¬ 
lists,  the  only  botanist  with  them  is  Leschenault,  a  pupil  of  Jussieu;  Caley 
declined  to  join  the  Investigator.  D.T.C.  13.  141-146 

1802  Oct.  17  Capt.  Flinders  has  determined  to  send  Lady  Nelson  back 
to  Port  Jackson,  which  affords  an  opportunity  of  writing;  brief  account  of 
the  voyage  since  leaving  Port  Jackson,  and  the  places  visited;  about  450 
species  of  plants,  including  Grasses  but  excluding  Cryptogams,  have  been 
examined,  but  few  of  these  are  new,  the  majority  having  been  discovered 
by  B.  himself;  requires  a  further  supply  of  paper.  D.T.C.  13.  277-278 

1803  Mar.  —  The  crazy  state  of  the  ship  necessitated  leaving  the  coast 
of  New  Holland  after  having  examined  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria  and  a 
small  part  of  Antrim’s  land ;  shortage  of  provisions  caused  Capt.  Flinders 
to  put  into  Timor  for  refreshments;  account  of  the  voyage  since  his  last 
letter;  the  number  of  species  of  plants  (excluding  Cryptogams)  is  about 
400,  of  which  many  have  been  found  in  other  localities;  the  number  of 
absolutely  new  species  is  200;  encountered  a  fleet  of  about  60  native 
vessels  from  Celebes,  which  sets  out  annually  to  collect  a  marine  animal 
called  Terrepang  [Trepang,  a  holothurian] ;  after  preparation  and  drying 
it  is  taken  to  Timor  Laut  and  sold  to  the  Chinese. 


D.T.C.  14.  22-26 

7.  Soho  Square  1803  Apl.  8  *  Acknowledges  letter  from  Port  Jackson  [No.  4];  great 

credit  is  due  to  Capt.  Flinders  for  giving  so  many  opportunities  for  landing 
and  botanizing;  the  seeds  he  sent  have  been  planted  at  Kew  and  raise 
high  hopes;  messages  to  his  shipmates;  hopes  to  send  a  resident  gardener 
to  China  to  collect  annual  supplies  for  Kew;  from  what  he  had  heard  of 
the  French  discovery  ships,  he  does  not  think  they  will  be  serious  rivals 
of  the  Investigator  as  they  seem  too  much  afraid  of  land. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  95 
D.T.C.  14.  43-45 

8.  At  Anchor,  1803  Dec.  30  Left  Port  Jackson  a  month  ago  in  Lady  Nelson  intending  to 
Kent’s  Group  examine  the  neighbourhood  of  Port  Phillip,  Port  Dalrymple  and  Derwent 
Bass  Straits  River  in  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  but  bad  weather  prevented  it;  doubts  if 

he  can  return  to  Sydney  in  time  to  sail  in  H.M.S.  Calcutta,  in  which  the 
greater  part  of  his  collections  will  be  embarked ;  the  Birds,  Mammals  and 
Minerals  left  at  Sydney  are  not  yet  packed;  most  of  the  best  specimens 
from  the  S.  coast  were  lost  in  the  Porpoise.  D.T.C.  14.  180-181 
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9.  Sullivan  1804  Mar.  4  [To  Col.  Paterson,  Sydney.]  He  was  detained  three  weeks 
Cove,  at  Kent’s  Group  by  contrary  winds;  reached  Port  Dalrymple  on  Jan.  1st, 

R.  Derwent  remaining  till  18th;  stayed  a  few  days  at  Port  Phillip;  it  was  determined 

to  move  the  colony  to  the  Derwent,  and  Lady  Nelson  was  detained  to  carry 
the  settlers,  and  in  her  he  went  to  Risdon  Cove;  when  Govr.  Collins 
arrived  a  few  days  later  in  Ocean ,  he  found  Risdon  not  an  eligible  place 
for  settlement  and  is  in  camp  until  Govr.  King’s  pleasure  is  known;  has 
found  the  tree  that  produces  Winter’s  Bark;  has  found  about  40  plants, 
some  of  which  are  new ;  as  his  stay  has  been  so  prolonged  he  feels  uneasy 
about  the  specimens  left  at  Sydney;  requests  him  to  inspect  them  and 
safeguard  them  from  damp.  D.T.C.  14.  237-240 

10.  Soho  Square  1804  Aug.  30  *  Informs  him  that  Flinders  is  a  prisoner  and  not  well- 

treated;  he  put  into  the  lie  de  France  for  water,  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
war;  all  possible  means  are  being  taken  to  procure  his  release;  Brown  and 
Bauer  should  get  a  passage  in  the  first  Government  vessel  that  returns; 
twelve  kegs  of  specimens  by  the  Calcutta  have  arrived  and  are  in  his 
house;  Allan  has  returned  in  an  Indiaman,  bringing  news  of  the  death  of 
Peter  Good  at  Port  Jackson;  the  seeds  sent  to  Kew  have  produced  some 
curious  plants ;  sends  news  of  the  English  botanists,  and  that  Westhall  has 
gone  to  India.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  95 

D.T.C.  15.  84-86 

11.  Sydney  1804  Dec.  12  He  sent  twelve  puncheons  of  plants  and  four  boxes  of 

seeds  by  Calcutta ;  the  animals  and  minerals  were  not  sent  as  he  was  not 
at  Sydney  to  pack  them;  he  left  Port  Jackson  in  Lady  Nelson  at  the  end 
of  Nov.  1803,  to  collect  for  eight  or  ten  weeks  in  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  but 
was  detained  for  nine  months  and  much  time  was  lost ;  examined  Kent’s 
Group  in  Bass  Straits  and  parts  of  Van  Diemen’s  Land ;  his  health  has 
been  bad;  has  visited  Hunter’s  River  and  added  about  50  species  of 
plants;  Bauer  did  not  accompany  him  to  Van  Diemen’s  Land  but  took 
an  opportunity  of  visiting  Norfolk  Island;  Col.  Paterson  sailed  for  Port 
Dalrymple  two  months  ago,  but  no  news  of  him  has  been  received. 

D.T.C.  15.  185-188 

12.  [Sydney  1805  Feb.  21]  Reports  that  he  is  in  poor  health  but  is  continuing  to 

collect  plants ;  many  specimens  were  lost  in  the  wreck  of  Porpoise ;  he  has 
sent  a  consignment  of  seeds,  etc. ;  he  has  heard  no  news  of  [George]  Bass. 

Brown  Corr.  3.  123 

13.  [Sydney  1805  — ]  No  vessels  have  arrived  from  England  for  about  three  months; 

he  has  collected  about  1000  species  of  plants;  Bauer  has  not  yet  returned 
from  Norfolk  Island.  Brown  Corr.  3.  124 

14.  Soho  Square  1815  Oct.  3  [To  B.  at  Revesby.]  He  is  just  leaving  for  Manchester  and 

will  return  in  about  ten  days;  Caley  is  already  there,  where  they  will  meet 
Dr.  Young  and  other  persons  of  St.  Vincent,  whither  Caley  is  going; 
thanks  to  B.’s  kind  intervention,  Dr.  Rydberg  has  gained  possession  of  his 
books;  a  box  has  arrived  containing  copies  of  the  great  atlas  of  Capt. 
Krusenstern  for  B.,  [John]  Pond  and  others;  a  parcel  from  India  has  been 
brought  by  Buchanan  [ — Hamilton]  containing  seeds  to  be  sent  to  [Andre] 
Thouin ;  he  thanks  B.  for  specimens  of  the  double  Colchicum. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  90-91 
D.T.C.  19.  198-200 
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BROWN,  Thomas.  Younger  Son  of  “Capability  Brown” 

i.  Connington,  1810  Sept.  5  Describes  a  monstrous  pig  born  in  a  litter  by  one  of  his 
Hunts.  sows ;  it  has  seven  legs,  walks  on  four  normal  legs  with  three  supernum¬ 

erary  legs  between  the  hind  limbs,  and  has  three  functional  urinary 
organs;  informs  B.  that  he  has  met  him  at  Woburn  and  at  Holkham  and  is 
a  son  of  “Capability”  Brown,  an  old  friend  of  B.  Gunther  MS.  14.  12 

BROWN,  Thomas 

1.  Nassau,  1801  Mar.  30  Sends  letters  from  the  medical  botanists  of  Cuba,  and  some 

Bahamas  leaves  and  seed  of  the  Yerba  de  Calentura,  or  “Fever-plant”  therein 

described.  [Note  by  B.,  “The  Fever  herb  proved  to  be  Asclepias  cusparia”.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  246 

BROWN,  William  Thornburgh  (1760-1827).  Goldsmith  and  Jeweller 

1.  Cheapside  [1803  — ]  He  has  recently  purchased  a  superb  Star  of  the  Order  of  the 
Bath  composed  of  the  finest  diamonds ;  it  was  the  property  of  the  late  Sir 
Edward  Hughes  [Admiral:  K.B.,  1778,  died  1794];  it  is  said  to  have  cost 
£4000;  offers  it  to  B.  for  a  reasonable  price.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  60 

BROWN,  — .  Barrister-at-Law 

1.  Temple  1784  Mar.  9  Thanks  B.  for  taking  charge  of  Mr.  Sievewright’s  paper  and 

hopes  to  be  informed  of  the  Astronomer  Royal’s  report  upon  it  when  it  is 
made  to  the  Board  [of  Longitude].  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  43 

BROWNE,  Isaac  Hawkins  (1745-1818).  Essayist 
1.  [London]  [1801]  Jan.  3  Introduces  Telford,  “an  ingenious  architect,  with  a  New 
Design  for  a  London  Bridge  of  one  Arch”  on  which  B.’s  opinion  is  desired ; 
has  become  acquainted  with  this  subject  as  a  member  of  the  London  Port 
Committee;  Telford  has  models  of  the  different  parts  of  the  bridge  at 
Somerset  Place,  where  they  have  been  seen  only  by  the  Committee,  but  he 
would  much  wish  B.  and  his  friends  to  see  them.  D.T.C.  12.  1-2 

Denis,  1st  Marquis  of  Sligo  (1786-1809) 

1802  May  23  Has  just  received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  for  the 
monument  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford;  on  his  arrival  in  Ireland  he  will 
call  a  meeting  of  the  Irish  Farming  Society  to  ask  for  their  support;  the 
Society  being  a  national  body,  may  wish  to  have  their  sense  of  obligation 
to  the  late  Duke  expressed  on  the  monument  and  presumes  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  this.  D.T.C.  13.  124-125 

1802  May  25  *  Will  inform  the  Committee  of  his  Lordship’s  active 
interest  in  the  memorial  in  obtaining  co-operation  in  Ireland;  if  the  Irish 
Society  choose  to  subscribe  as  a  body,  the  Committee  will  take  due  note  of 
it,  but  it  was  the  intention  of  the  promoters  to  collect  individual  marks  of 
respect  for  the  late  Duke  rather  than  contributions  of  national  or  other 
bodies;  the  Whig  Club  wished  to  subscribe  as  a  body,  but  Fox  persuaded 
them  that  it  would  be  preferable  for  the  members  to  subscribe  individually. 

D.T.C.  13.  126-127 

1802  June  1  Requests  B.  to  inform  the  Committee  that  the  Irish  Farming 
Society  has  voted  £20  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  memorial. 

Wellcotne:  67766  (19) 
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BROWNE,  Patrick  (c.  1720-1790).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Castlebar  1787  Sept.  8  Sends  for  inspection  a  paper  with  which  his  long  ac- 


2.  [Revesby 
Abbey 

quaintance  in  the  sugar  colonies  has  made  him  familiar ;  if  desired,  it  may 
be  published,  but  wishes  it  sent  to  the  College  of  Dublin ;  the  sulphur  of 
Montserrat;  a  cure  for  diseases  of  the  negroes.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  284 

1787  — ]  *  His  packet  has  safely  arrived;  asks  if  he  is  the  author  of  the 

history  of  Jamaica  published  in  1756;  advises  him  to  offer  his  Flora  for 
publication  by  the  Coll,  of  Dublin;  has  had  some  conversation  with  the 
Provost  on  the  subject.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  284.  (2) 

3.  Castlebar 

1787  Nov.  22  He  is  the  author  of  the  book  [ Civil  and  Natural  Hist,  of 

Jamaica ,  1756] ;  all  the  original  drawings  and  engravings  made  for  it  were 
lost  in  the  Cornhill  fire;  account  of  his  life  and  work;  correspondence  with 
Linnaeus.  Browne ,  P.,  MS.  Cat.  pp.  109-110 

BROWNE,  William  George  (1768-1813).  African  Traveller 

1.  Alexandria  1792  Jan.  30  [To  Ward  Nicholas  Boylston,  q.vi\  After  long  delay  in 


2.  Cairo. 

Torbay  through  contrary  winds,  he  sailed  to  Alexandria  in  26  days;  the 
ship,  though  bound  for  Naples,  did  not  call  there;  has  discovered  some 
Greek  letters  on  Pompey’s  Pillar  which  have  not  hitherto  been  noticed; 
the  European  population  of  Alexandria  are  the  dregs  of  Venice,  Ragusa, 
Leghorn,  etc.;  finds  it  a  great  disadvantage  that  he  cannot  speak  Arabic; 
before  leaving  England,  he  called  upon  B.  and  Beaufoy  but  was  unfortunate 
in  seeing  neither;  thinks  Ledyard  who  was  employed  by  the  African  Assn, 
was  not  a  fit  person  for  the  expedition;  Cairo  will  be  the  next  stage  of  his 
journey.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  62 

D.T.C.  8.  8-10 

1792  July  25  [To  John  Pinkerton.]  Account  of  his  journey  to  the  Oasis 

of  Siwa  in  search  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  [Ammon] ;  his  bad  impression 
of  the  Egyptians,  and  still  worse  of  Europeans  in  Egypt.  [This  long  letter 
is  printed  in  full  in  Pinkerton ,  1.  310-319.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  75 

D.T.C.  8.  41-47 

3.  [Cairo 

1792  - — ]  Memorandum  describing  the  Natron  Lakes  of  Egypt. 

Dawson  MS.  46.  51-54 
D.T.C.  8.  58-66 

4.  [Cairo 

1792  — ]  Memoranda  and  notes  on  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon. 

[Pages  from  a  notebook.]  Kew:  B.C.  3.  27-28 

5.  [London] 

1793  June  22  Memorandum  by  “P.  Elmsley’s  nephew”  [Peter  Elmsley 

a  well-known  London  bookseller],  ‘‘The  Mr.  Browne  gone  to  Africa  is  the 
son  of  a  Mr.  Browne,  late  wine  merch*  in  London.  He  has  an  Estate  in 
Cumberland,  was  a  Student  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  and  was  much 
esteemed  at  College”,  etc.  More  information  may  be  had  if  B.  requires  it. 

D.T.C.  8.  229 

6.  Cairo 

1801  Sept.  22  After  numerous  delays  in  Europe,  has  traversed  part  of 

Asia  Minor;  Anatolia  is  under  two  powerful  chiefs  who  keep  ‘‘a  gloomy 
kind  of  social  order”  not  by  civil  policy  but  by  military  despotism;  the 
peasantry  suffer  much  by  banditti  and  other  raiders,  and  at  present  their 
hopes  are  blasted  by  vast  swarms  of  locusts ;  Achmet  Aga,  ‘‘a  Zanthiot  and 
subject  of  extinct  Venice  (who  had  embraced  Islamism)  is  a  powerful 
authority  in  Dar  Fur,  second  to  none  but  the  Sultan” ;  he  is  vain  and  easily 
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flattered  and  may  provide  valuable  information  on  the  countries  bordering 
on  his  territory;  if  the  African  Assn,  desire  such  information,  he  will 
endeavour  to  obtain  it ;  he  has  no  idea  of  the  intentions  of  the  British  Govt, 
in  regard  to  Egypt,  but  hopes  that  science  will  not  be  forgotten;  is  anxious 
for  news  of  Hornemann’s  progress.  D.T.C.  12.  258-264 

7.  Soho  Square  1802  Jan.  12  *  When  his  letter  arrived,  was  confined  to  bed  and  asked 
Major  Rennell  to  reply  to  his  enquiries  about  Hornemann ;  his  last  letter 
was  from  Morzock  [Murzuk],  of  April  1800 ;  he  was  then  setting  out  with  a 
caravan  for  the  South ;  hopes  for  his  return  as  he  is  an  excellent  observer  and 
will  fill  a  gap  in  the  geography  of  Africa ;  Browne’s  last  letter  was  interesting 
to  him  and  his  friends;  is  anxious  for  the  safety  of  his  journals  and  hopes 
that  every  precaution  will  be  taken  to  get  them  safely  to  England  to  await 
his  return.  D.T.C.  13.  4-5 


BRUCE,  James,  F.R.S.  (1730-1794).  African  Traveller 
1.  Florence  1774  Jan.  11  Is  sending  to  B.  by  Zoffany,  the  painter,  an  open  letter  to 
Lord  North  praying  that  his  African  drawings  be  allowed  to  pass  the 
Customs  without  duty ;  in  order  to  preserve  them  he  has  had  them  bound 
in  leather  in  40  volumes;  he  begs  B.  most  earnestly  to  give  effect  to  his 
wishes  and  to  obtain  an  order  exempting  his  volumes  from  being  opened ; 
he  sent  last  October  through  the  Consul  at  Leghorn  a  collection  of  seeds, 
chiefly  collected  in  Abyssinia,  directed  to  Mr.  Eaton  [Aiton]  at  the  King’s 
Garden  at  Kew  and  hopes  they  have  arrived;  wishes  to  see  B.  immediately 
on  his  return  and  to  hear  particulars  of  his  great  voyage. 


2.  [Kinnaird 


3.  Kinnaird 


4.  Kinnaird 


5.  [London 


6.  Soho  Square 


D.T.C.  1.  67-68 

1774 — ]  Sends  specimens  of  Phosphorus  and  the  Lapis  Bononiensis 
of  which  it  is  made,  also  petrifications  from  the  Troglodyte  country  below 
Abyssinia.  D.T.C.  1.  75 

1777  Nov.  23  Is  much  honoured  by  seeing  one  of  his  Abyssinian  plants 
named  after  him  \Brucea\ ;  asks  B.  to  obtain  for  his  garden  some  American 
flowering  shrubs ;  has  received  a  small  collection  of  seeds  of  Egyptian  and 
Nubian  plants,  mostly  esculent  and  new,  and  offers  them  to  B.;  a  Syrian 
Tree-creeper  has  been  shot  near  his  house,  he  is  having  it  preserved  and 
will  send  it  to  B.  D.T.C.  1.  155-156 

1777  Dec.  13  Sends  a  letter  to  La  Trobe  who  has  his  Egyptian  and 
Nubian  seeds;  Egypt  is  said  to  have  had  no  indigenous  plants  and  all 
species  have  been  introduced;  the  seeds  he  found  in  Abyssinia  were 
certainly  introduced  from  Egypt;  the  tree-creeper  will  be  sent  by  sea  in 
about  a  fortnight;  the  drawing  of  Brucea  should  be  sent  through  Fleeming 
&  Bartleman  of  Chandos  St.,  who  will  forward  it.  D.T.C.  1.  159 

1788]  July  5  Called  on  B.  but  missed  seeing  him;  has  sent  his  drawings 
of  plants  and  animals  and  requests  B.  to  select  about  40  of  the  subjects 
which  have  never  been  described  or  have  been  inadequately  described  in 
old  or  obscure  books ;  has  a  drawing  of  Papyrus  of  the  ancient  use  of  which 
he  intends  to  give  an  account.  D.T.C.  6.  45 

1788  July  21  *  Attended  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  and  proposed  his  (Bruce’s)  offer  to  deposit  his  Oriental  manu¬ 
scripts  in  the  Museum  for  as  long  as  he  should  choose  to  leave  them  there, 
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with  power  to  withdraw  them  on  demand,  but  the  public  to  have  access 
to  them  on  the  same  conditions  as  other  manuscripts  whilst  there;  en¬ 
closes  copy  of  the  Minute,  dated  18th  July,  whereby  the  Trustees  accept 
the  offer  on  those  terms,  signed  by  S.  Harper,  Secretary;  his  engraver  has 
brought  two  plates,  one  of  Brucea,  the  other  of  Papyrus;  has  directed 
some  small  alterations  to  both,  to  render  them  more  accurate. 

D.T.C.  6.  50-51 


7.  Kinnaird 


8.  Kinnaird 


9.  Kinnaird 


10.  Prince’s  St. 
[Edinburgh] 


11.  Edinburgh 


12.  [Soho 
Square] 


1789  Jan.  5  Bias  sent  by  sea  from  Glasgow  a  box  containing  a  Papyrus 
plant,  and  specimens  of  Myrrh,  Balsam  of  Mecca,  etc.,  for  B.’s  acceptance; 
has  been  injured  by  falling  when  crossing  on  horseback  a  collapsed  wooden 
bridge;  refers  to  the  King’s  illness;  asks  if  B.  has  any  news  from  Arabia; 
difficulty  of  finding  a  traveller  to  explore  Arabia  Felix  where  the  incense, 
minerals,  etc.,  would  be  a  rich  reward;  thanks  B.  for  his  hospitality  to 
him  while  in  London.  D.T.C.  6.  117-118 

1789  Mar.  4  Rejoices  to  hear  of  the  King’s  improvement;  is  pleased  to 
hear  that  the  Papyrus,  Myrrh,  etc.,  have  arrived  safely;  offers  to  send  a 
specimen  of  Virgin  Abyssinian  Incense;  fears  that  the  African  traveller 
[Ledyard]  sent  by  B.  (i.e.  African  Assn.)  will  not  answer  expectations,  and 
suggests  a  better  plan  of  operations;  had  almost  abandoned  his  intended 
publication,  having  no  royal  patronage,  and  being  unable  to  afford  great 
expense.  D.T.C.  6.  1 32-1 34 

1789  May  3  Requests  that  his  “Abyssinian  Annals”  may  be  returned,  as 
he  is  unable  to  proceed  with  his  work  without  them;  hopes  to  hear  that 
Botany  Bay  will  turn  out  better  than  its  first  trial;  asks  if  the  rumour  is 
true  that  the  King  is  to  go  to  Hanover.  D.T.C.  6.  158 

[1789]  Sept.  9  Is  concerned  to  hear  of  B.’s  carriage  accident;  is  busily 
employed  on  the  second  volume  of  his  work  [Travels  to  discover  the  source 
of  the  Nile,  pub.  in  1790];  wishes  to  name  a  plant  or  tree  discovered  by 
him  in  honour  of  B.,  and  has  chosen  the  Cusso,  as  it  is  undescribed  and 
well  engraved;  asks  for  a  full  botanical  description  of  it.  [Note  by  B.  “I 
will  look  over  your  plate  and  send  you  as  many  of  the  characters  of  your 
plant  the  drawing  will  enable  me  to  particularize  in  botanical  dialect.”] 

D.T.C.  6.  226-227 

1789  Dec.  16  Asks  for  the  botanical  description  of  his  plant  promised  by 
B.  as  printing  is  held  up  for  want  of  it ;  the  Cusso  plant,  Banksia  abyssinica, 
is  a  powerful  vermifuge;  does  not  intend  to  go  into  a  precise  botanical 
description,  but  relies  on  the  accuracy  of  the  plate;  has  conversed  with 
Mr.  Stanley  (son  of  Sir  John  S.),  who  has  just  returned  from  a  visit  to 
Hecla.  D.T.C.  6.  279 

1789  Dec.  24  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  he  does  not  intend  to  give 

descriptions  of  his  plants,  other  than  field- notes;  botanists  can  furnish 
their  own  descriptions;  while  highly  appreciating  the  compliment  of 
naming  a  plant  after  himself,  he  points  out  that  three  botanists  have 
already  named  plants  Banksia  in  his  honour,  and  two  of  these  will  have  to 
have  their  names  changed ;  the  plant  which  will  ultimately  retain  the  name 
is  that  described  by  Linnaeus  [junr.].  D.T.C.  6.  282-283 

1790  July  28  His  answer  to  B.’s  letter  has  been  delayed  by  the  General 
Election,  horse  races  and  bad  health;  the  leaf  required  to  complete  B.’s 
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deficient  copy  of  his  work  will  be  sent;  notes  B.’s  remarks  about  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  book  by  reviewers;  he  pays  little  attention  to  reviews  and 
seldom  reads  them;  when  a  second  edition  is  required,  will  employ  a 
friend  to  extract  anything  that  may  be  useful  from  the  reviews ;  for  the 
information  of  the  African  Assn.,  tells  him  that  Mr.  Seton,  a  well-educated 
man  who  has  squandered  a  fortune,  is  in  Cairo  on  his  way  to  Abyssinia; 
he  offered  his  (Bruce’s)  Greek  servant  a  large  sum  to  go  with  him,  but  he 
refused  and  entreated  him  not  to  undertake  the  risk;  if  B.  desires  to 
communicate  with  Seton  he  can  do  so  through  a  merchant  named  May¬ 
nard,  and  Baldwin,  the  consul  in  Cairo ;  his  own  belief  is  that  Seton  must 
either  abandon  his  project  or  never  return.  D.T.C.  7.  1 55—1 57 

BRUCE,  John  (1745-1826).  Keeper  of  State  Papers 

1.  State  Paper  1802  Feb.  25  He  applauds  the  disinterested  efforts  of  B.  to  have  the 
Office  State  Papers  put  into  order  and  made  serviceable,  and  appreciates  the  good 

opinion  B.  has  expressed  of  his  capability  for  the  work  [see  Bentinck, 
W.  H.  C.,  No.  7] ;  he  has  now  been  informed  by  King,  Under- Secretary  of 
State,  that  Lord  Pelham  intends  to  withdraw  his  three  clerks  from  the 
Public  Records ;  one  of  these  clerks,  formerly  a  Professor  in  Edinburgh,  is 
highly  skilled,  learned  in  languages  and  is  indispensable  to  the  work  of  the 
department;  without  his  help  and  that  of  the  other  two  clerks,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  prepare  the  catalogues  he  has  been  ordered  to  make;  he 
begs  B.  to  lay  the  facts  before  Lord  Pelham  and  entreat  him  to  abandon 
his  intention  of  reducing  the  staff.  D.T.C.  13.  39-42 

BRUDENELL,  Robert,  afterwards  6th  Earl  of  Cardigan  (1769-1837) 

1.  Soho  Square  1782  Nov.  29  *  Francis  Masson  who  has  been  employed  by  the  King 
has  been  invited  by  a  gentleman  in  Lisbon  [Gerard  Devisme,  q.v.]  who  has 
a  Botanic  Garden,  to  assist  in  arranging  and  naming  his  plants;  by  this 
arrangement  he  may  have  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  or  exchanging 
valuable  plants  for  Kew;  requests  him  to  obtain  the  permission  of  H.M. 
on  the  condition  that  if  in  the  meantime  Masson’s  services  are  required 
elsewhere,  he  will  immediately  obey  his  orders.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  119 

D.T.C.  2.  221 


BRUGMANS,  Sebald  Justinus  (1763-1819).  Botanist  and  Anatomist 
1.  Leiden  I79°  Aug.  29  Has  ordered  the  catalogue  of  Twenth’s  sale  for  B. ;  will  buy 

any  books  desired  from  this  library,  but  the  Herbarium  is  to  be  sold  later 
with  the  other  Natural  History  collections;  the  Herbarium  was  prepared 
by  Linnaeus  for  Clifford;  suggests  a  private  approach  to  Twentb’s  heirs; 
discusses  this  and  other  Herbaria.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  289-290 


2.  Leiden  1791  Feb.  25  Has  not  succeeded  in  arranging  for  the  private  purchase  of 

the  Herbarium,  but  hopes  to  be  able  to  secure  it  at  a  moderate  price  and  in 
good  condition  for  B.  at  the  public  sale  in  June  or  July;  asks  about  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  in  England  rare  dried  specimens  for  the  museum 
of  Comparative  Anatomy  he  is  inaugurating.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  387-388 


179 


B  rug  mans,  Sebald  Justinus,  continued 

3.  Leiden  1791  Mar.  15  Returns  thanks  for  the  promise  of  specimens  brought  by 

B.  from  New  Guinea;  will  send  particulars  of  the  Herbarium  as  soon  as 
possible  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  389 

4.  Leiden  1791  Oct.  —  Sends  full  particulars,  with  pages  from  the  Sale  catalogue, 

of  the  Herbarium  and  asks  B.  what  price  he  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  it 
at  the  sale  in  November;  thanks  B.  for  sending  the  head  of  a  Kangaroo. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  390-392 

5.  Soho  Square  1791  Oct.  —  *  He  would  give  1,000  florins  for  George  Clifford's  Her¬ 

barium,  if  it  is  complete.  D.T.C.  7.  258-259 

6.  Leiden  1792  Apl.  16  He  has  bought  for  B.  Twenth’s  Herbarium;  it  does  not 

contain  all  the  plants  described  in  the  Hortus  Cliff  or  tianus,  but  there  is 
every  probability  that  it  once  belonged  to  Linnaeus ;  suspects  the  Clifford 
family  of  holding  back  the  literary  remains  of  Linnaeus  and  will  soon  make 
a  discovery  in  this  respect ;  asks  for  skulls  and  other  specimens  for  his  own 
anatomical  collection.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  18-19 

7.  Leiden  1793  Sept.  22  Introduces  Van  Menen,  an  able  student  of  medicine  in 

Leiden  University;  asks  B.’s  opinion  of  the  Twenth  Herbarium;  if  B.  has 
any  specimens  for  his  anatomical  museum,  Van  Menen  will  bring  them 
back  with  him.  [French.]  [Note  by  B.  that  he  gave  a  New  Holland  skull  to 
Van  Menen.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  259-260 

B  R  t)  H  L,  Johann  Moritz,  Graf  von,  F  .R.S.  (1736-1809).  Astronomer,  Saxon  Minister  in  London 

1.  Dover  Street  [1784]  Mar.  8  Encloses  an  account  of  a  balloon  ascent  received  by 

Philidor,  showing  that  Blanchard  was  able  to  give  direction  to  his  balloon 
in  spite  of  the  madness  of  the  student  of  the  Ecole  Militaire. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  273 

2.  Dover  Street  1789  May  19  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  from  Berlin  asking  for  the 

missing  parts  of  Phil.  Trans,  for  the  Academy  which  have  already  been 
ordered  through  White  the  bookseller,  but  have  not  been  delivered. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  346 

3.  Dover  Street  1794  May  7  Sends  a  paper  [by  A.  G.  Eckhardt,  q.v.]  for  B.’s  considera¬ 

tion;  also  recommends  to  B.’s  patronage  a  paper  which  he  sent  to  the 
Astronomer  Royal  for  submission  to  R.S.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  112 

BRUMBY,  Thomas.  Manufacturer 

1.  [Soho  Square  1803  May  28]  *  Memorandum  by  B.  headed,  “Information  concerning 

Canvas  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Brumby  of  Retford,  May  28,  1803.” 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  113 

2.  Retford  1803  June  14  Is  convinced  of  the  utility  of  Lord  Dundonald’s  process  for 

treating  hemp  and  flax;  East  India  Sun  Hemp  is  of  great  importance  for 
sail-making;  attended  at  Deptford  to  see  a  demonstration  of  sail  canvas 
tested  with  weights;  will  prepare  some  sail-cloth  on  that  principle  in  his 
factory  and  send  B.  a  sample.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  hi 

BRUMISCH,  Martin  Theodore  (1737-1819  +  ).  Chemist  and  Metallurgist 

1.  Copenhagen  1819  Aug.  18  He  is  delighted  that  B.  has  remembered  him;  although 
aged  82,  he  is  sound  in  sight,  hearing  and  vigour,  and  hopes  to  continue 
his  work  on  metals.  [Latin.]  Brabourne,  162-163 

180 


BRUNNMARK,  Rev.  Gustavus.  Chaplain  to  the  Swedish  Legation 

i.  Wellclose  1813  May  12  Sends  a  letter  just  received  from  Sweden  from  John 

Square  Bernhard  Dryander  stating  that  he  and  his  two  sisters  are  first  cousins 

and  nearest  relatives  of  the  late  Jonas  Dryander.  Dryander  Corr.  1 

BRUSATI,  Valentino  (fl.  1766-1794).  Physician  and  Botanist 
1.  Pavia  1794  Feb.  21  He  has  a  catalogue  of  plants  which  his  friend  Volta  suggests 

should  be  sent  to  B.  in  the  interests  of  botanical  science.  \Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  121 

BRYAN,  John 

1.  Bristol  1804  May  18  Refers  to  the  plan  for  a  new  wet-dock  and  quotes  a  long 

and  obscurely-worded  objection  to  the  proposed  embankment  on  hydro¬ 
static  grounds;  ridicules  the  possibility  of  under-currents  and  quotes  in 
illustration  an  incident  in  d’Entrecasteaux’s  voyage. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  145-149 


BRYANT,  Charles  (d.  1799).  Botanist 

1.  Norwich  1783  Apl.  10  Is  gratified  with  B.’s  approval  of  his  memoir  on  Lycoper- 

don  \  submits  MS.  for  another  work  [Flora  Diaetetica,  1783] 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  132 

BRYDONE,  Patrick,  F.R.S.  (1741-1818).  Traveller 

1.  Lausanne  1778  Apl.  4  A  German  chemist  has  invented  a  method  of  artificial 

production  of  crystals  and  precious  stones;  transcript  (in  French)  of  a 
letter  from  Achard  to  Prince  Gallitzin,  Russian  Ambassador  at  Berlin, 
describing  the  process.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  73 

2.  —  1778? —  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brydone  to  Dr.  John  Hope.  Endorsed 

by  B.  “Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Brydone  to  Dr.  Hope  on  the  Subject 
of  Trees  on  the  side  of  Etna.”  Kew:  B.C.  1.  74 

3.  Piccadilly  1786  Jan.  12  Rejoices  that  disputes  in  R.S.  are  now  ended;  has  just 

built  a  house  in  New  Edinburgh,  as  the  Old  Town  is  confessedly  the 
dirtiest  in  Europe;  his  deputy-comptroller  having  died  in  Bristol,  he  has 
been  obliged  to  go  there  and  to  London;  on  his  return  to  Scotland,  will 
send  account  of  an  unusual  thunderstorm.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  220 

D.T.C.  5.  2-4 


BUACHE  DE  LA  NEUVILLE,  Jean  Nicolas  (1741-1825).  Geographer.  (See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Paris  1788  Nov.  9  Seeks  to  interest  B.  in  a  tremendous  (but  not  specified) 

discovery  in  geography  which  he  will  not  disclose  for  less  than  50,000 
livres  as  it  would  be  a  source  of  inexhaustible  riches ;  wishes  to  be  presented 
to  the  King  [of  England]  and  to  have  an  interview  with  B.  [French] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  11-12 

2.  Paris  1788  Nov.  28  Comments  on  B.’s  refusal  to  entertain  the  proposal  in  his 

last  letter  and  thanks  him  for  his  good  advice.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  13 


BUCCLEU CH,  Duke  of — See  Montagu-Douglas-Scott,  Charles  William. 


BUCHAN,  Earl  of — See  Erskine,  David  Steuart. 
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BUCHAN,  William  (1729-1805).  Physician 


1.  London 

1783  Nov.  10  Asks  permission  to  dedicate  the  new  edition  of  his  Do¬ 

mestic  Medicine  to  B.,  as  the  first  edition  was  dedicated  to  B.’s  predecessor 
as  President  of  R.S.,  Sir  John  Pringle.  [ See  Blagden,  C.,  No.  89.  The 

letter  is  printed  in  the  editions  of  1783  and  thereafter.] 

BUCHANAN  (afterwards  HAMILTON),  Francis,  F.R.S.  (1762-1829).  Botanist 

1.  Calcutta  1804  Jan.  28  Informs  B.  that  the  head  and  skin  of  a  white  tiger  is  being 


2.  Soho  Square 

sent  as  a  gift  to  B.  by  the  Marquis  Wellesley;  it  was  found  by  the  natives 
at  Dinagepore;  he  believes  it  to  be  a  new  species.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  285 

1815  Jan.  10  *  Recommends  to  his  protection  Leschenault  [de  Latour] 

( q.v .),  a  French  botanist  who  distinguished  himself  as  naturalist  on  Bau- 
din’s  voyage  of  discovery ;  he  has  been  sent  by  his  Government  to  collect 
plants  in  India  and  to  establish  a  Botanic  Garden  at  Pondicherry;  hopes 
that  the  Government  will  not  refuse  to  supply  Leschenault  with  such 
plants  as  can  be  spared  from  the  Calcutta  Garden,  for  which  he  will 

doubtless  be  able  to  make  ample  return.  D.T.C.  19.  115-116 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE,  Earl  of — See  Hobart,  George 
BUCKNALL,  Thomas  Skip  Dyot  (d.  1804).  M.P.  for  St.  Albans;  Horticulturist 

1.  Baker  Street  1796  July  19  Encloses  a  letter  he  has  written  to  the  King  and  requests 

B.  to  “put  in  the  way  of  being  properly  addressed  to  the  King”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  70 
D.T.C.  10  (2).  7 

2.  [Baker  Street  1796  July  19]  [The  enclosed  letter  informs  H.M.  that  the  corn  crops 


3.  Spring 

Grove 

promise  well,  and  that  the  cause  of  canker  in  fruit  trees  is  known  and  has 
been  published,  giving  the  reference.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  71 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  8 

1796  July  20  *  The  proper  method  of  addressing  a  letter  to  the  King  is 

through  the  Secretary  of  State;  as  he  (Bu.)  is  in  Parliament  he  has  better 
facilities  for  doing  this  than  B.  and  he  accordingly  returns  the  letter. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  70  vo. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  9 

4.  Baker  Street 

[1796  July  21]  Is  much  hurt  “from  an  idea  of  a  misapplication  of  my 

letter” ;  two  days  before  writing,  he  called  at  B.’s  house  and  found  he  was 
away;  he  does  not  think  his  letter  to  the  King  a  business  proper  for  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  therefore  shall  not  apply  to  him;  is  leaving  for 
Hampton  Court  where  he  would  be  happy  to  have  a  visit  from  B. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  144 
D.T.C.  10  (2).  10 

5.  [Spring 
Grove] 

1796  July  22  *  He  did  not  mean  to  suggest  in  returning  the  letter  that 

the  subject  of  it  was  unimportant ;  no  intelligence  would  be  more  accept¬ 
able  to  the  King  than  the  probability  of  a  plentiful  harvest  after  two  scanty 
ones;  it  will  not  be  possible  to  visit  Hampton  Court  as  he  is  about  to  leave 
town  for  the  North  of  England.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  144  (2) 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  1 1 

BUIiE,  William  Urban  (fl.  1789-1799).  Planter  and  Horticulturalist 

1.  Dominica  1796  Nov.  22  Regrets  to  learn  the  Clove  trees  he  sent  to  B.  arrived  in 
such  poor  condition;  will  send  some  more  in  the  spring;  is  gratified  that 
B.  approves  his  pamphlet  on  the  cultivation  of  the  Clove;  the  Bread-fruit 
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Buee,  William  Urban,  continued 

tree  has  done  well  and  he  will  have  about  1,000  between  December 


2.  Dominica 

and  May;  comments  on  Clesmure’s  account  of  Marion’s  voyage  to  New 
Zealand  and  the  South  Seas  and  notes  various  methods  for  the  propaga¬ 
tion  and  use  of  Bread-fruit;  is  making  trials  in  cultivating  Cinnamon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  438 

1797  May  3  Has  sent  off  two  Clove  trees  for  H.M.  Garden  at  Kew;  is 

sending  to  B.  in  care  of  his  relative  Spranger,  a  box  containing  some 
Cinnamon  prepared  on  his  estate.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  439 

3.  Dominica 

1798  May  24  Is  sorry  to  learn  of  the  loss  of  the  young  Clove  trees  he 

sent;  he  is  now  growing  them  in  separate  boxes  so  that  they  may  be 
transplanted  without  disturbing  the  roots;  notes  on  their  cultivation;  a 
long  discussion  of  Cinnamon  trees  and  the  best  way  of  taking  their  bark ; 
he  is  glad  to  hear  B.  approves  of  his  essay  on  Clove  trees  and  that  it  has 
been  printed;  asks  for  some  copies.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  149-150 

4.  Dominica 

1799  June  22  Returns  thanks  for  copies  of  his  printed  paper  on  Cloves; 

sends  some  fruits  from  the  Bread-fruit  tree;  cut  in  slices,  they  keep  for  a 
long  time  and  should  be  valuable  for  the  Navy;  this  vegetable  bread  should 
be  of  great  benefit  to  humanity  and  it  is  to  the  English  and  their  Sovereign 
that  the  acquisition  [of  Bread-fruit]  is  due;  the  bad  summer  has  affected 

various  crops  such  as  coffee  and  cloves.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  15 1 

BUFFON,  Georges  Louis  Leclerc,  Comte  de,  F.R.S.  (1707-1788).  Naturalist 

1.  [Montbard]  1772  June  10  Congratulates  B.  on  his  work  and  thanks  him  for  gifts  to 


2.  Montbard 

the  Jardin  du  Roi ;  offers  him  a  copy  of  his  Histoire  Naturelle.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  15-16 

1783  June  23  Thanks  B.  for  parcel  received  and  for  the  printed  ob¬ 

servations  by  Capt.  Cook  on  the  magnet;  regrets  having  missed  Blagden 
in  Paris  and  gives  him  introductions  to  Daubenton  and  others  and  invites 
him  to  Montbard;  promises  B.  election  as  Foreign  Associate  of  the  Acad, 
des  Sciences  when  a  vacancy  occurs ;  sends  through  Panckoucke  specimens 
of  Peruvian  plants;  wishes  B.  to  enroll  him  as  a  subscriber  to  Cook’s 
Third  Voyage.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  1 53-1 54 

BUGGE,  Thomas,  F.R.S.  (1740-1815).  Astronomer 


1.  Copenhagen 

1782  Apl.  26  Offers  to  R.S.  information  on  recent  astronomical  and 

geographical  work  in  Denmark  and  Norway.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  69-70 

2.  Copenhagen 

1783  Apl.  26  Gives  news  of  works  about  to  be  published  in  Denmark 

and  reports  on  his  own  researches;  describes  experiments  concerning  the 
stiffness  of  ropes.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  155-156 

3.  Copenhagen 

1784  July  27  Having  been  asked  to  obtain  a  maritime  chronometer, 

requests  B.  to  procure  one  for  him  in  a  silver  case  from  Arnold;  has 
written  to  the  Danish  merchants  George  and  Ernst  Wolff  of  London  to 
act  as  his  business  agents.  (End  lost.)  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  61 

4.  Copenhagen 

1784  Oct.  12  Is  profoundly  grateful  to  B.  for  having  already  carried  out 

the  request  in  his  last  letter;  discusses  two  other  chronometers  made  by 
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Arnold;  Topping  will  inform  B.  about  the  canal  in  Holsatia  and  about 
O.  F.  Muller’s  Zoologia  Danica  \  regrets  to  read  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
dissensions  at  R.S.  [Latin.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  62-63 

5.  Copenhagen  1785  July  5  Thanks  B.  for  attention  to  his  Arnold  chronometer;  dis¬ 

cusses  winter  temperatures;  is  sending  books  and  maps  for  B.,  Maskelyne, 
Herschel  and  others.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  15-16 

6.  [Copenhagen  1786  Feb.  —  ]  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 

Society  of  Sciences  of  Copenhagen;  he  would  consider  it  a  great  honour 
to  be  elected  F.R.S.,  London;  has  finished  a  paper  on  Saturn’s  Nodus  and 
would  like  to  have  it  published  in  Phil.  Trans. ;  Arnold’s  chronometer  has 
arrived  safely;  sky  conditions  have  permitted  only  a  few  observations  on 
the  fixed  stars;  notes  on  longitude;  he  wall  come  to  England  to  see  Her- 
schel’s  new  reflecting  telescope  and  meet  H.  himself. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  13-14 

1786  July  1  Introduces  Professor  Thorkelin  ( q.v .),  who  will  bring  B. 
three  copies  of  a  new  map  of  Norway;  the  country  has  not  yet  been  com¬ 
pletely  surveyed;  Arnold’s  chronometer  is  out  of  order  and  Thorkelin 
is  bringing  it  to  be  repaired;  thanks  B.  for  his  efforts  about  his  election  to 
R.S.,  and  is  pleased  that  the  paper  on  Saturn  is  acceptable;  Otho  Fabricius 
has  prepared  for  publication  a  valuable  posthumous  work  by  O.  F. 
Muller;  was  delighted  with  the  visit  of  [Sir  John]  Sinclair. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  406-407 

1787  July  9  Recommends  Bidstrup  {q.v.),  who  wishes  to  train  as  a 

mathematical  instrument  maker  in  London;  mentions  papers  on  astro¬ 
nomical  subjects  by  himself,  and  the  work  of  others;  returns  thanks  for 
news  of  Herschel’s  discoveries  and  asks  for  information  on  further  progress; 
sends  books  and  maps  for  B.  and  asks  for  works  published  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Longitude;  mentions  a  German  imposter,  Th. 
Schultz.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  14-15 

1788  Aug.  4  Is  gratified  by  his  election  to  R.S.  and  asks  B.  to  expedite 

despatch  of  his  diploma;  will  send  the  memoirs  of  Royal  Soc.  of  Copen¬ 
hagen  and  scientific  works  by  himself  and  Viborg;  discusses  various 
scientific  matters.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  16-17 

1789  July  10  Thanks  B.  for  his  civility  to  Bidstrup;  the  specimens  of  his 

work  sent  home  have  earned  him  an  extension  of  his  stay  in  England  for 
a  further  four  years ;  contents  of  Vol.  3  of  the  Memoirs  of  Royal  Soc.  of 
Copenhagen.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  151 

11.  [Copenhagen]  [1790?] —  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  his  friend  Schlangenbusch ; 

discusses  astronomical  topics ;  promises  to  send  more  books,  of  which  he 
gives  particulars.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096,  17-18 

12.  Copenhagen  1794  Aug.  15  Introduces  Brannet,  who  has  studied  Mechanics;  in  Aug. 

1793,  he  sent  a  paper  on  Latitudes  and  Longitudes  of  the  principal 
places  in  Denmark  computed  by  a  new  method,  and  by  Hanck  on  the  de¬ 
composition  of  water  and  hopes  that  both  would  be  accepted  for  Phil. 
Trans. ;  if  they  have  not  miscarried,  and  are  not  suitable  for  publication, 
Brannen  will  bring  them  back ;  he  also  sent  the  latest  maps,  and  now  sends 
duplicates  which  B.  can  give  to  his  friends  if  the  earlier  copies  reached  him. 

B.M.  Add.  M.S.  8098.  261 


7.  Copenhagen 


8.  Copenhagen 


9.  Copenhagen 


10.  Copenhagen 
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13.  Copenhagen 


14.  Paris 


15.  Copenhagen 

16.  Copenhagen 


1797  June  12  Introduces  Warburg,  his  assistant  at  the  Royal  Obser¬ 

vatory  who  would  like  to  meet  Fellows  of  R.S.  and  other  mathematicians 
and  astronomers ;  he  will  bring  B.  their  latest  star  maps  which  he  has  helped 
to  make.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  440 

1798  Nov.  19  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  Warburg  when  in  England; 
introduces  Capt.  Friboe  who  is  going  to  London  with  his  wife;  is  in  Paris 
at  the  invitation  of  the  French  Govt,  to  confer  with  the  Institut  on  the 
fundamental  units  of  Weights  and  Measures ;  they  have  so  far  completed 
the  measurement  of  the  meridian  at  Perpignan  and  Dunkirk  to  enable  them 
to  estimate  the  value  of  a  quarter  of  the  terrestrial  circle;  note  on  the 
calculations  of  Mechain  and  Delambre;  the  Jacobins  have  destroyed  the 
Paris  Observatory  and  Cassini  and  Jeaurat  have  been  dismissed;  the 
Observatory  is  now  being  restored.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  30-31 

1801  May  12  Sorrowfully  informs  B.  that  in  the  bombardment  by  the 
British  fleet  the  whole  of  his  library  was  destroyed.  [French.'] 

Halliday,  200.  57 

1802  Dec.  26  Sends  a  memoir  on  the  last  Transit  of  Mercury  for  Phil. 

Trans. ;  Warburg,  his  colleague  and  successor,  and  now  Professor  of 
Astronomy,  is  coming  to  London;  if  B.  will  inform  him  what  he  lacks  in 
the  charts  and  memoirs  published  by  the  Academy,  he  will  be  pleased  to 
send  them.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  336 


BULLOCK,  William  (fl.  1799-1840).  Museum  Proprietor 

1.  Museum,  1819  Mar.  31  Offers  his  entire  collection  to  British  Museum  for  £9000 
Piccadilly  and  to  maintain  it  until  it  is  wanted,  free  of  charge;  otherwise  it  will  be 

dispersed  by  auction  in  separate  lots.  [The  offer  was  declined ;  the  museum 
was  sold  in  a  26  days’  sale  in  April  and  May  1819.]  Brabourne,  149-150 


BULMER,  William  (1757-1830).  Printer 

1.  Soho  Square  [1773]  —  #  Instructs  him  that  Lord  Sandwich  desires  that  the  alteration 

marked  in  the  proof  [of  Cook’s  Voyage]  be  printed  in  the  Advertisement. 

Bodleian:  MS.  Montagu,  d.  6.  81 

2.  Cleveland  1792  Nov.  10  At  the  desire  of  Thomas  Bewick  sends  a  copy  of  his  book 

Row  on  animals  [Hist,  of  Quadrupeds]  also  some  proof  impressions  of  engravings 

of  birds.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  84 

3.  [Cleveland  1792  Dec.  — ]  Returns  thanks  to  the  President  and  Council  of  R.S.  for 

Row  the  honour  they  have  conferred  on  him  by  appointing  him  the  printer  of 

Phil.  Trans. ;  he  will  always  give  the  closest  and  most  accurate  attention  to 
all  that  is  entrusted  to  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  357 

BUNCE,  Cyprian  Rondeau 

1.  Canterbury  1797  June  19  Has  forwarded  four  kegs  of  Whitstable  fuller’s  earth  to  B. 

in  order  that  experiments  may  be  made  to  prove  its  use  and  value  to 
industry.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  162 

2.  [Soho  Square  1797]  June  22  *  Has  received  the  kegs  and  has  sent  one  to  Leeds  to  have 

tests  made ;  if  the  report  is  satisfactory,  he  will  send  the  others  to  manu¬ 
facturers  in  other  places.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  162  (2) 
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Bunce,  Cyprian  Rondeau,  continued 

3.  Canterbury  1797  July  19  Is  very  anxious  to  hear  the  results  of  the  trials  of  his  fuller’s 

earth  so  that,  if  satisfactory,  no  time  may  be  lost  in  putting  it  on  the 

market.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  168 

4.  [Soho  Square  1797]  July  20  *  Has  been  unable  to  attend  to  business  owing  to  gout; 

advises  him  not  to  delay  his  preparations;  cannot  hasten  his  friends,  as 
business  which  is  done  gratis  cannot  be  expected  faster  than  the  good  will 
of  the  parties  concerned  will  allow.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  168  (2) 

BUNNETT,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

1.  145  Borough  1791  Nov.  23  They  inclose  note  received  from  Brook  House;  Mr. 

[Southwark]  Bunnett  wrote  to  Mr.  Jacobs,  and  concludes  he  was  away  from  home  as 

Mrs.  J.  replied.  [There  is  no  clue  in  the  correspondence  to  the  purport  of 
this  letter.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  57 


BURCKHARDT,  John  Lewis  (1784-1817).  Oriental  Traveller 

1.  Aleppo  1812  Jan.  20  His  last  letter  (20  Nov.  1811)  was  accompanied  by  the 

journal  of  his  journey  through  the  desert  to  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates; 
had  intended  to  leave  Aleppo  for  Damascus  and  Egypt  but  has  been  de¬ 
tained  by  incessant  rain;  has  sent  a  chest  containing  100  Arabic  manu¬ 
scripts  purchased  at  Damascus  and  Aleppo,  and  some  minerals ;  the  French 
Consuls  in  Syria  buy  up  all  available  manuscripts  for  the  National  Library 
in  Paris;  letters  arrived  in  Cairo  from  Seethen  [Seetzen]  who  had  returned 
to  Mokha  from  a  long  tour  through  Yemen  and  Hadramaut;  Syria  is  now 
tranquil.  D.T.C.  18.  1 3  5—137 


BURDER,  Rev.  George  (1752-1832).  Secretary,  London  Missionary  Society 

1.  Hatton  1809  Oct.  13  It  has  been  found  expedient  that  the  missionaries  at 

Garden  Otaheite  should  be  married;  some  of  them  have  repaired  to  Port  Jackson 

and  have  married  there;  there  are  few  single  women  at  Port  Jackson 
suitable  as  wives  of  missionaries;  Mr.  Bicknell  found  it  necessary  to  return 
to  England,  where  he  is  about  to  marry  and  return  to  Otaheite ;  the  Society 
wishing  to  provide  wives  for  the  rest  of  the  single  men,  are  sending  three 
or  four  decent  women  to  Port  Jackson  under  the  care  of  Rev.  [Samuel] 
Marsden;  the  Society  therefore  desire  B.’s  interest  with  Government  to 
provide  free  passages  to  Port  Jackson;  they  also  solicit  a  free  passage  for 
Tapiooe  who  has  been  in  England  about  two  years  [see  Beckett,  Sir 
John],  also  for  Tomma,  a  native,  who  will  work  his  passage  to  Port  Jackson ; 
as  British  vessels  receive  much  help  from  the  missionaries,  it  is  hoped  the 
Government  will  give  countenance  to  the  request;  asks  whether  recogni¬ 
tion  is  given  to  free  settlers  at  Port  Jackson  as  Dr.  Haweis  has  recommended 
a  respectable  family  who  are  willing  to  settle  if  they  can  be  given  a  passage ; 
Morrison,  who  went  to  Canton,  is  so  proficient  in  Chinese  that  he  has 
been  appointed  Translator  to  the  Factory.  D.T.C.  17.  334-336 

2.  Hatton  1809.  Dec.  19  Renews  his  Society’s  request  for  B.’s  interest  to  procure 

Garden  free  passages  for  six  persons;  from  reports  received  it  appears  that  the 

disturbances  at  Otaheite  are  over  and  the  missionaries  have  probably 
returned ;  the  women  have  been  trained,  and  will  be  useful  at  Port  Jackson; 
it  is  hoped  B.  may  be  able  to  procure  a  passage  in  the  ship  which  will 
shortly  sail  with  100  female  convicts.  D.T.C.  17.  344-345 
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Burder,  Rev.  George,  continued 

3.  [Soho  1809  Dec.  23  *  In  accordance  with  the  Society’s  request  he  made 

Square]  immediate  application  for  the  passages,  and  has  reason  to  believe  he  will  be 

successful  in  part  if  not  entirely ;  passage  for  six  persons  is  a  considerable 
favour  to  ask,  but  he  has  asked  for  it,  with  the  usual  rations,  and  some 
extra  indulgences  for  Tapiooe,  who  is  wholly  dependent  on  Government, 
while  the  others  can  no  doubt  be  provided  with  the  necessaries  they 
require.  D.T.C.  17.  346 


4.  Soho  Square  1810  Jan.  13  *  Announces  that  he  has  secured  the  passages  for  six 
persons  asked  for  on  board  Canada  to  New  South  Wales  and  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Governor  may  allow  them  to  proceed  to  Otaheite  with 
all  convenient  dispatch;  their  names  should  be  sent  at  once  to  Lord 
Liverpool’s  office  so  that  orders  may  be  issued;  as  the  cost  of  necessaries 
for  a  sixth  person  will  be  a  small  addition  to  the  expense,  considers  it 
would  be  politic  if  the  Society  would  provide  also  for  Tapiooe. 

D.T.C.  18.  3 


5.  Soho  Square  1810  Jan.  15  *  Has  given  in  the  names  of  the  six  persons  besides 
Tapiooe,  and  has  been  promised  that  if  there  is  room  the  whole  number 
will  be  received  on  the  ship ;  this  he  hopes  will  be  the  case  as  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  suspended  the  sending  out  of  settlers  owing  to  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  colony.  D.T.C.  18.  4 


BURDETT,  Peter  Perez  (d.  1793).  Engraver 

1.  Liverpool  1773  Nov.  3  In  Pennant’s  house  saw  the  coloured  plates  in  Knorr’s 
works ;  the  usual  processes  of  engraving  fail  to  represent  colours  adequately ; 
has  invented  a  process  of  improvement  and  sends  three  specimens. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  41 


2.  Liverpool  1773  Dec.  14  His  motives  were  misunderstood  by  the  artists  consulted 

by  B. ;  agrees  that  B.’s  definition  of  natural  history  engraving  is  not  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  a  good  artist  to  express;  a  painter  can  use  various  styles 
of  drawing,  but  an  engraver  is  limited  to  one ;  offers  to  engrave  a  plate  for 
B.  gratuitously  to  show  his  skill.  [Endorsed  by  B.  “Sent  him  Collinsonia 
nova  by  Mr.  Woodvil”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  28-29 

3.  London  1774  Jan.  9  Has  received  B.’s  drawing  through  Mr  Woodvill,  which  he 

will  engrave  immediately.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  43 


BURGESS,  Sir  James  Bland,  Bart.  (1752-1824).  Under- Secretary,  Foreign  Office 

1.  [Soho  1795  July  4  *  By  the  King’s  command  he  encloses  a  list  of  the  plants 

Square]  embarked  on  the  Venus  as  a  present  from  H.M.  to  the  Grand  Duchess  of 

all  the  Russias ;  gives  minute  directions  as  to  their  reception  by  Sir  Charles 
Whitworth  [British  Minister  in  St.  Petersburg] ;  many  of  the  plants  are 
from  specimens  brought  by  Bligh  from  Otaheite,  and  the  New  Zealand 
Flax  is  from  stock  obtained  there  by  B.  himself  in  1769;  other  rarities  are 
Strelitzia  reginae,  one  of  which  was  purchased  last  year  from  Holland  for 
£40,  Phormium  tenax,  Brucea  ferruginea,  etc. ;  drawings  and  engravings 
of  plants  and  glasshouses  at  Kew;  Georg  Noe,  a  German  gardener, 
accompanies  the  plants  at  a  salary  of  2  guineas  a  week. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  64 
D.T.C.  9.  221-226 


Burgess,  Sir  James  Bland,  continued 

2.  Eltham  1795  Oct.  24  Is  retiring  from  public  life;  sends  the  account  of  Capt. 

Vickerman  [for  the  transport  of  the  plants]  which  should  be  checked  by  B. 

D.T.C.  9.  308-309 


3.  Revesby  1795  Oct.  28  *  Congratulates  him  on  the  official  recognition  of  his  ser- 
Abbey  vices  on  retiring  [he  was  created  Baronet] ;  the  account  sent  is  not  correct; 

hopes  to  be  in  London  on  3rd  Nov.  “floods,  etc.,  permitting”. 

D.T.C.  9.  310 


4.  Soho  Square  1795  Dec.  29  *  Reports  that  Noe,  the  gardener  who  took  the  plants  to 
Russia  has  returned;  he  was  received  with  the  greatest  honour,  and  15 
coaches  were  sent  to  convey  the  plants  from  the  ship  to  the  palace;  Noe 
attended  at  the  palace  and  exhibited  the  drawings ;  all  the  pots  containing 
the  plants  were  marked  with  the  cipher  G.R. ;  a  handsome  offer  was  made 
to  him  to  remain  in  the  service  of  the  Duchess,  but  he  declined  as  he 
had  been  recalled  to  Wurttemberg;  on  leaving,  he  was  presented  with  a 
gold  watch ;  he  has  brought  back  seeds  and  plants  for  Kew ;  wishes  to  meet 
Burgess  at  the  Foreign  Office  when  he  comes  to  town  in  order  to  settle 
the  accounts,  etc.,  and  to  “finish  this  affair”.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  130 


BURKE,  Edmund  (1729-1797).  Statesman 

1.  [London  1772  June  — ]  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  active  interest  [in  B.’s  with¬ 
drawal  from  Cook’s  second  voyage] ;  his  friends  have  met  the  Speaker  [Sir 
Fletcher  Norton],  but  adjourned  in  the  hope  that  some  other  expedition 
might  be  set  on  foot.  Sheffield  City  Lib.  Bk.  2.  219 


BURMAN,  Nicolaus  Laurens  (1734-1793).  Botanist 

1.  [Amsterdam  1772 — ]  Wishes  B.  a  prosperous  journey  [to  Iceland];  requests  the 

newly  printed  works  of  Petiver.  [Opera,  ed.  Empson,  2  vols.,  1767]  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  52 

2.  [Amsterdam  1774  Apl. — ]  Offers  to  exchange  seeds  of  Cape  or  Indian  plants  for 

those  of  plants  from  N.  America,  which  are  lacking  in  the  Amsterdam 
garden.  [Received  by  B.,  May  2,  1774.]  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  54 

3.  Amsterdam  1774  May  2  Thanks  B.  for  sending  Petiver’s  works  and  offers  his  own  in 

exchange;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  B.  is  working  on  his  plant  collections  and 
requests  duplicates ;  is  looking  forward  to  the  appearance  of  B.’s  work  now 
in  preparation.  [Latin].  [The  year  is  given  in  error  as  1744.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  53 


4.  Amsterdam 


1778  Nov.  24  Introduces  and  recommends  to  B.  his  excellent  friend 
Thunberg  ( q.v .).  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  139 


BURNETT,  James,  Lord  Monboddo  (1714-1799).  Scottish  Judge 

1.  Edinburgh  1782  July  9  On  his  way  from  London  visited  Peter  the  Wild  Boy  at  a 
farm-house  in  Hertfordshire;  elicited  all  the  information  he  could  obtain 
locally;  it  appears  he  came  from  Hanover,  running  on  all  fours,  and  was 
presented  to  the  King  in  1726;  considers  this  a  greater  phenomenon  than 
the  discovery  of  the  new  planet  and  is  anxious  to  collect  more  information; 
asks  B.’s  help  in  obtaining  it.  D.T.C.  2.  155-156 
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3.  Edinburgh 


Burnett,  James,  continued 

2.  Monboddo  1782  Aug.  29  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  about  Peter  the  Wild  Boy;  since 
writing  before,  he  has  obtained  much  additional  information  from  old 
newspapers;  quotes  the  description  in  St.  James's  Evening  Post  of  14  Oct. 
1725 ;  hopes  that  B.  will  procure  more  information  for  him  and  that  he  will 
write  to  Hanover  for  it,  if  necessary.  D.T.C.  2.  1 73-1 74 

1783  Jan.  30  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  for  the  enquiries  he  is  in¬ 
stituting  in  Hanover ;  is  quite  convinced  that  Peter  is  not  an  idiot  from  his 
own  view  of  him  and  from  enquiries  he  made;  a  friend  from  Oxford,  at  his 
desire,  has  visited  Peter  and  has  conversed  with  many  local  people,  some 
of  whom  have  known  him  for  30  years,  and  is  of  the  same  opinion;  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  habits  and  mental  capacity  of  savages ;  has  obtained  medical 
opinion  that  is  not  impossible  that  Peter  subsisted  on  the  bark  and  leaves 
of  trees;  Capt.  Cook  relates  that  the  natives  of  New  Caledonia  eat  the  bark 
of  a  certain  tree.  D.T.C.  3.  12-14 


BURNEY,  Charles  (1726-1814).  Musician 

1.  Chelsea  1791  July  6  Asks  for  B.’s  interest  to  assist  his  son-in-law  Capt.  Phillips  to 

College  obtain  the  post  of  Agent  of  the  Marines,  now  vacant  by  the  death  of  Capt. 

Williams;  Capt.  Phillips  accompanied  Capt.  Cook  on  his  last  voyage,  and 
his  services  were  then  recognized  by  promotion  and  he  has  a  good  reputa¬ 
tion  with  his  Commander  and  officers;  hopes  that  B.  may  support  his 
candidature  by  a  word  in  season  to  Lord  Chatham  or  to  Stephens  [Sec.  of 
Admiralty].  D.T.C.  7.  230-231 

2.  Chelsea  1806  July  29  Refers  to  an  article  in  the  Monthly  Review  of  July  1799,  in 

College  which  it  is  stated  that  the  words  and  music  of  God  Save  the  King  were 

written  by  Harry  Carey,  which  is  denied  in  the  issue  of  April,  1800;  he 
was  assured  in  1746  by  Mrs.  Arne,  a  Roman  Catholic  and  the  mother  of 
Dr.  Arne,  and  Mrs.  Cibber  that  it  was  written  and  sung  for  King  James  in 
1688;  her  son,  composer  to  Drury  Lane,  at  the  desire  of  Fleetwood,  the 
patentee,  harmonized  the  song  for  the  stage  for  a  trio  with  instrumental 
accompaniment,  but  was  ignorant  of  the  original  author  and  composer;  he 
(Burney)  then  a  pupil  of  Arne,  was  asked  by  the  Covent  Garden  Singers 
to  set  parts  for  the  old  tune,  which  he  did,  without  knowing  who  the  author 
and  composer  might  be;  gives  his  reasons  for  believing  that  the  song  is 
not  a  production  of  the  18th  century.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  3009.  13 

D.T.C.  16.  290-292 


BURNEY,  Rev.  Charles,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1757-1817).  Classical  Scholar 

1.  Soho  Square  1808.  Jan.  30  *  Congratulates  him  on  carrying  his  motion  at  Cambridge 

against  the  opposition  of  Dr.  Thomas  Kerrick  and  censures  K.’s  conduct. 

Wellcome ,  68020 

2.  Soho  Square  1816  May  3  *  Asks  his  opinion  of  the  age  of  the  Ptolemy  MS.  in  Talley¬ 

rand’s  library;  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  declares  it  to  be 
of  the  10th  cent.,  but  others  assign  it  to  the  1 5th.  Wellcome,  68021 


BURNEY,  Charles  Parr 

1.  Greenwich  1818  Apl.  15  Presents  to  R.S.  a  plaster  cast  of  the  bust  of  his  father  the 
Rev.  Charles  Burney,  F.R.S.  R.S.  Misc.  Corr.  1.  56 
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BURNEY,  James,  F.R.S.  (1750-1821).  Naval  Officer 

1.  Norton  1791  Sept.  5  Has  received  the  first  proof  [of  Cook’s  Voyages];  sends  it 

Street  to  B.  marked  with  such  alterations  as  he  thought  necessary;  indicates  the 

contents  of  the  first  five  chapters ;  will  defer  his  queries  on  the  later  parts 
of  the  work  until  B.’s  return  to  town.  D.T.C.  7.  248-249 


2.  Norton  1791  Oct.  13  Has  reached  the  stage  in  the  proofs  in  which  the  voyage 

Street  from  Van  Diemen’s  Land  to  Otaheite  is  described;  encloses  a  paper  of 

queries  on  points  that  have  arisen  in  describing  native  ceremonies,  etc. 

D.T.C.  7.  260-262 


3.  Norton  1791  Oct.  22  Is  much  gratified  by  B.’s  approval  of  his  suggestions  and 

Street  considers  B.’s  remarks  so  important  that  he  asks  permission  to  include 

them;  sends  draft  of  the  addition  he  proposes.  D.T.C.  7.  277-278 


BURRELL,  Peter,  1st  Baron  Gwydyr  (1754-1820) 

1.  [Soho  1 797]  Mar.  5  *  Government  having  allowed  the  W.  Riding  of  Yorkshire 

Square  to  officer  the  whole  of  the  new  Militia  with  men  from  the  old,  hopes  a 

similar  concession  will  be  made  for  Lindsey;  if  the  Duke  [of  Ancaster] 
were  to  make  the  request  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  he  could  not  now  refuse. 

Lindsey.  3.  2.  16 


2.  [Langley]  1797  Mar.  9  The  Duke  of  Ancaster  has  assured  him  that  he  will  make 
immediate  application  respecting  the  appointment  of  officers  for  the 
Supplemental  Militia.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  17 


3.  Langley  1798  Feb.  11  Lias  seen  the  Duke  [of  Ancaster]  on  the  subject  of  his 
commission;  he  seemed  undecided  and  will  consult  with  the  Duke  of 
Portland.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  32 


BURROWES,  Robert  (fl.  1788-1804).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  - —  [j;  794]  —  Memorandum  of  plants  sent  under  care  of  Capt.  Burro wes  for 

B.  [There  is  no  note  of  the  sender,  but  as  the  plants  are  all  Indian,  they 
were  probably  sent  by  Roxburgh  or  some  other  collector  in  India.  Note 
by  B.  “Wrote  for  these  plants  Sept,  n,  1794’’.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  117 

BURT,  Adam 

1.  Bengal  1810  Nov.  4  He  refers  to  an  account  previously  submitted  by  him  to  B. 

of  the  Blistering  Fly,  and  now  encloses  drawings  of  it;  the  food-plant  of 
the  insect  is  a  species  of  Trianthema,  according  to  Dr.  Roxburgh;  he 
believes  that  Dr.  Fleming  intends  to  give  an  account  of  this  important 
addition  to  the  Materia  Medica  in  the  second  edition  of  his  Catalogue  of 
Indian  Medicines  now  in  the  press,  under  the  name  Melae  trianthemiae. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  112-113 


BURTON,  David  (d.  1792).  Superintendent  of  Convicts 

1.  London  I79°  Oct.  10  Has  been  expecting  orders  to  go  on  board  the  Gorgon  and 

to  receive  his  kit  allowance  and  pay,  but  has  heard  nothing,  and  the  ship 
will  sail  in  3  weeks  [cf.  Maiden ,  156].  Kew:  B.C.  2.  20 


2.  Revesby  I79°  Oct.  13  *  It  was  to  Nepean,  H.M.  Under- Secretary  of  State  and 
Abbey  not  to  B.  that  he  hired  himself  as  Supt.  of  Convicts,  application  must  be 

made  to  Nepean.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  20  (2) 


BURTON,  George 

i.  Eldon,  1780  Jan.  18  At  the  suggestion  of  Admiral  Campbell,  he  sends  an 

Thetford  account  of  “a  non-descript  Fish”.  R.S.  Letters,  1737-83.  11 


BURTON,  James  (1761-1837).  Architect 
1.  Tavistock  1803  Apl.  26  Having  paid  a  subscription  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford 


Square 


2.  Tavistock 
Square 


Memorial  last  June,  desires  to  know  how  the  fund  is  progressing;  thinks 
the  Committee  should  use  more  publicity.  [On  back,  notes  of  B.’s  reply.] 

Wellcome,  67766  (11) 

1803  Apl.  29  As  a  subscriber,  wishes  to  know  the  name  of  the  artist 
selected.  Wellcome,  (21) 


BUTE,  Earl  of — See  Stuart,  John 


BUTLER,  Charles,  LL.D.  (1750-1832).  Lawyer 

1.  Soho  Square  1807  Feb.  9  *  Has  been  prevented  by  severe  illness  from  writing  to 
return  his  thanks  for  the  gift  of  his  Brief  Account  of  the  late  German 
Constitution ;  has  read  it  with  interest  as  one  of  the  great  structures  which 
Bonaparte  has  wantonly  destroyed.  Dawson  MS.  45.  23 

BUTLER,  Rev.  Weedon  (1743-1823).  Author 

1.  Coffee  1792  May  11  Intends  to  call  upon  B.  and  ask  for  his  support  for  a 

House,  memorial  to  the  Admiralty  in  the  interests  of  his  nephew. 

Soho  Square  Kew.B.C.  2.  68 

2.  Soho  Square  1792  May  13  *  Regrets  that  he  was  engaged  when  he  called;  regrets  also 

that  he  cannot  interfere  at  the  Admiralty  for  the  promotion  of  his  nephew. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  16381.  13 1 
Kew:  B.C.  2.  68  (2) 

BUXTON  &  CO.  Woolstaplers 

1.  Bermondsey  1794  Jan.  11  The  firm  are  sending  a  piece  of  cloth  woven  from  the  wool 
Street  produced  from  the  three  Spanish  fleeces  sent  to  them  by  B.  [Printed  in 

John  Middleton,  Agriculture  in  Middlesex  (1798),  352.] 


CADET  DE  VAUX,  Antoine  Alexis  Franqois  (1743-1828).  Chemist 

1.  Paris  1803  Jan.  12  [Dated  22  Nivose,  an  1 1 .]  Sends  a  memoir  on  the  prepara¬ 

tion  of  a  nutritious  bouillon  made  from  pulverized  bones,  of  great  value 
to  the  sick,  the  needy  and  to  seamen.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  319-320 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  Feb.  — *  Returns  thanks  for  his  memoir;  the  value  of  soup  and 

his  experience  of  its  charitable  distribution  in  years  of  bad  harvest. 

de  Beer  Coll.  6 

3.  Paris  1803  Feb.  11  [Dated  22  Pluviose,  an  1 1 .]  Sends  B.  a  new  circular  on  the 

preparation  of  bouillon  from  bones.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  321 

CAIRNS,  Thomas 

1.  Sise  Lane,  1784  Nov.  7  Has  received  two  boxes  of  tea  for  Lady  Banks  sent  by  John 

London  Duncan  ( q.v .),  surgeon  at  Canton;  has  sent  also  a  chest  of  birds  for  B. 

and  desires  to  know  if  they  arrived  safely;  Duncan  has  applied  to  the 
Directors  of  H.E.I.  Co.  for  a  rise  in  salary  as  he  receives  less  than  a 
Surgeon’s  Assistant  in  Bengal;  asks  for  B.’s  interest  with  the  Directors. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  178 


CALDANI,  Floriano  (1772-1836).  Anatomist 

1.  Padua  1805  Aug.  9  Six  months  previously  he  sent  by  Mr.  Bickersteet,  who 

was  travelling  with  Lord  Oxford,  two  of  his  books  for  R.S.,  Tabulae 
Anatomicae  and  Opuscula  Anatomica ;  asks  if  these  were  delivered  to  B. 
as  he  does  not  know  where  to  find  the  bearer  of  them ;  sends  a  list  of  his 
publications  which  he  hopes  will  be  a  recommendation  for  his  election  to 
R.S.  [French.']  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  378-380 

CALDER,  James 

1.  Baltimore  1794  Jan.  10  Sends  notes  of  observations  made  on  a  visit  to  Niagara  in 

1789;  sees  evidence  that  the  cataract  is  gaining  continuously  upward;  if  it 
can  be  determined  at  what  annual  rate  the  rock  is  worn  away,  the  age  of  the 
world  could  be  known;  it  is  said  locally  that  the  wear  is  half  a  rod  (2| 
yards  a  year.  [Note  by  Sir  Charles  Lyell,  31  Jan.  1856,  stating  that  this 
remarkable  letter  proves  that  early  visitors  to  Niagara  were  struck  by  the 
retrogression  of  the  Falls.]  R.S.  Letters ,  1787-99.  10 

CALEDON,  Earl  of — See  Alexander,  Du  Pre 


CALEY,  George  (1770-1829).  Gardener  and  Botanical  Collector 

1.  Strangeways,  1795  Mar.  7  Has  studied  Botany  for  eight  years  and  it  has  become  the 
nr.  principal  interest  of  his  life;  asks  B.’s  help  to  obtain  employment  as 

Manchester  assistant  to  a  botanist,  or  something  similar;  sends  specimen  of  a  Drosera 

he  found  near  Altrincham  which  he  cannot  identify  from  Withering’s 
Botanical  Arrangement ,  also  a  moss  which  does  not  answer  to  any  in  that 
work.  D.T.C.  9.  201-202 


2.  Soho  Square 


3.  Strangeways 


4.  [Soho  Square 


1795  Mar.  7  #  Knows  no  trade  so  unremunerative  as  Botany;  gives 
advice  as  to  the  best  method  of  study ;  is  willing  to  recommend  him  as  a 
gardener’s  labourer  in  a  Botanic  Garden,  which  would  give  opportunities 
of  studying  not  only  the  culture  of  plants  but  also  Exotic  Botany;  if  good 
progress  is  made  it  will  assist  in  obtaining  a  higher  station;  the  Drosera 
sent  is  the  real  [ZX]  longifolia  of  Linnaeus,  which  was  mistaken  in  the  works 
of  Hudson  and  Withering;  the  moss  appears  to  be  new,  but  he  requires 
further  specimens  in  order  to  determine  it  with  certainty. 

D.T.C.  9.  199-200 

1795  Apl.  13  Gladly  accepts  B.’s  offer  and  will  come  to  London  as  soon 
as  ordered;  is  going  with  a  party  collecting  plants  on  Pendle  Hill  and 
Ingleborough;  sends  further  specimens  of  the  moss  and  other  plants. 

D.T.C.  9.  208 

1795  Apl.  18]*  Approves  of  his  botanical  excursion  to  Ingleborough; 
the  plant  sent  arrived  in  good  condition;  will  pay  carriage  on  any  plants 
sent  for  Kew;  when  he  decides  to  come  to  London,  if  a  week’s  notice  is 
given,  B.  will  take  care  to  have  employment  provided  for  him. 

D.T.C.  9.  209 


5.  Brompton 
Botanic 
Garden 


1798  Jan.  5  Has  been  to  Kew  and  has  seen  Mr.  Aiton  who  allowed  him 
to  inspect  the  whole  garden;  there  are  many  plants  there  that  he  is  not 
familiar  with ;  suggests  that  he  should  especially  study  Botany  Bay  plants, 
but  he  has  so  little  leisure;  would  find  it  hard  to  maintain  himself  on  the 
wage  of  gs.  a  week,  which  is  4s.  less  than  he  earns  at  Chelsea ;  hopes  he  will 
not  be  compelled  to  return  to  Manchester  as  he  has  resolved  never  to 
forsake  botany;  thinks  that  “there  are  more  geniuses  of  the  lower  class  in 


192 


Caley,  George,  continued 

manufacturing  towns  than  elsewhere”,  and  mentions  the  case  of  James 
Bolton,  a  weaver,  who  now  keeps  a  small  inn,  which  has  given  him  leisure 
to  write  books  on  Ferns  and  Fungi,  and  to  draw  and  engrave  his  own 
plates.  D.T.C.  io  (2).  153-156 

6.  [Soho  1798  Jan.  7  *  If  he  will  read  B.’s  letters  written  before  he  left  Man- 

Square]  Chester  he  will  see  that  he  has  kept  his  word ;  botanic  gardening  is  not  paid 

by  piecework;  ‘‘the  school  in  which  I  placed  you  is  the  very  school  in 
which  the  elder  Aiton,  Lee,  Mr.  Dickson,  and  several  other  respectable 
Botanists  have  laid  the  foundations  of  their  knowledge,  &  acquired  a  far 
greater  degree  of  Botanic  knowledge  than  Mr.  Bolton  appears  by  his 
writings  to  possess.  If  you  are  dissatisfied  here  &  chuse  to  go  back  to 
Manchester  I  can  have  no  objection.”  D.T.C.  10  (2).  157-158 

7.  Strangeways  1798  July  12  Understands  that  by  not  continuing  at  Kew  he  has  incurred 

B.’s  displeasure,  ‘‘by  which  I  understand  I  am  not  to  go  to  Botany  Bay”; 
could  not  live  on  the  wages  paid  at  Kew ;  is  too  fond  of  botany  to  take  up 
more  profitable  work;  more  attention  should  be  paid  by  collectors  to 
economic  plants;  is  still  anxious  to  go  abroad.  D.T.C.  11.  6-8 

8.  [Soho  1798  July  16  *  Is  not  displeased  with  him,  but  gave  him  the  same  ad- 

Square]  vantages  as  Aiton,  Lee,  Dickson  and  Masson;  the  man  who  is  going  to 

Botany  Bay  is  the  son  of  a  market  gardener  who  knows  nothing  of  botany, 
but  means  to  settle  there  as  a  farmer,  and  has  no  appointment ;  untrained 
collectors  are  useless;  thinks  he  (Caley)  is  eminently  capable  for  field 
botany;  if  the  gentlemen  of  Manchester  will  make  a  subscription  to  main¬ 
tain  him,  B.  will  subscribe  himself  and  use  his  influence  with  the  Govt, 
to  send  him  out.  D.T.C.  n.  15-16 

1798  Aug.  23  Is  informed  by  Dickson  that  to  regain  B.’s  favour  he  must 
return  to  Kew  and  have  the  chance  of  going  abroad ;  is  dissatisfied  with  his 
treatment  which  he  details  at  great  length ;  sends  an  impertinent  ultimatum 
that  if  this  letter  is  not  answered  within  10  days,  he  will  consider  that  B. 
is  “not  acting  in  a  proper  manner”  and  that  he  will  return  the  money  B. 
has  given  him,  “even  the  postage  of  the  letters”.  D.T.C.  11.  37-43 

1798  Aug.  27  *  Dickson  was  right  in  informing  him  that  he  cannot  be 
sent  to  N.S.W.  as  a  collector  for  the  King’s  garden,  being  unacquainted 
with  the  plants  of  that  country  already  at  Kew ;  reproof  for  estimating  his 
own  abilities  too  highly;  nevertheless  will  recommend  him  for  a  post  in 
N.S.W.  if  any  should  occur.  D.T.C.  n.  44-45 

Soho  Square  1798  Nov.  16  *  An  unexpected  opportunity  has  arisen  for  Caley  to  go  to 
New  South  Wales  in  the  Porpoise  which  will  sail  in  a  few  weeks ;  as  Govern¬ 
ment  do  not  at  present  require  his  services,  is  willing  himself  to  pay  him 
15s.  a  week;  will  exact  no  terms,  but  will  expect  to  be  supplied  with  new 
or  rare  plants  for  his  own  Herbarium  and  with  seeds  for  Kew  and  has  no 
objection  to  his  selling  specimens  to  others;  encloses  a  £5  note  for  his 
expenses  to  London;  if  he  decides  to  accept  the  offer,  he  will  advance  the 
money  for  his  outfit  and  will  give  him  recommendations  to  the  Governor 
to  afford  him  all  facilities.  D.T.C.  11.  116-117 

Parramatta,  1804  Aug.  18  Has  sent  by  the  whaler  Albion ,  60  skins  of  birds  and  2  of 
N.S.W.  kangaroos,  plants,  and  parcels  of  seeds,  together  with  212  pages  of  des¬ 

criptions;  the  last  were  already  sent  long  ago  on  a  ship  believed  to  be  lost, 


9.  Strangeways 


10.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


11. 


12. 


1 3  b.l. 
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13.  Parramatta, 
N.S.W. 


14.  Parramatta, 
N.S.W. 


15.  Parramatta, 
N.S.W. 


16.  Parramatta, 
N.S.W. 


continued 

and  he  has  re-copied  them  [they  are  now  in  the  Dept,  of  Botany,  Banks 
MSS.,  18,  19];  most  bird-skins  are  destroyed  by  vermin  and  many 
rare  specimens  lost ;  has  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  skins  of  the  various 
species  of  Kangaroo  desired  by  B. ;  Brown  left  last  November  for  Bass 
Straits,  his  chief  residence  being  in  the  Derwent  settlement ;  since  return¬ 
ing  from  the  Hunter  River,  he  (C.)  has  devoted  much  attention  to  Orchids; 
intends  to  visit  the  mountains  in  the  interior,  but  for  this  he  will  require 
assistance  from  the  Governor;  has  60  species  of  wood,  too  bulky  to  send 
at  present.  D.T.C.  15.  42-45 

1805  Apl.  13  Is  sending  by  Mr.  Brown  an  account  of  his  journey  to 
Mount  Banks  with  a  map  and  descriptions  of  plants,  making  318  pages; 
regrets  he  is  unable  to  send  specimens  by  the  Investigator  as  he  has  no 
packing-cases  and  doubts  the  safety  of  the  ship;  will  probably  send 
specimens  by  the  return  of  the  whalers,  those  collected  at  Mount  Banks 
being  very  choice;  intends  to  return  to  England  on  the  first  opportunity; 
regrets  that  circumstances  have  not  permitted  him  to  do  more,  but  he  has 
explored  the  colony  as  far  as  a  single  individual  can  at  small  expense ;  there 
is  still  much  more  to  be  done,  such  as  exploring  the  rivers  by  boat. 

D.T.C.  15.  346-348 

1807  Sept.  27  Notifies  B.  that  he  has  drawn  bills  upon  him  to  the  amount 
of  £50 ;  the  principal  reason  for  so  doing  was  to  have  the  thatch  removed 
from  his  house  and  a  new  roof  laid  because  of  the  risk  of  fire  to  his 
collections ;  describes  a  cataract  or  waterfall  he  has  discovered  in  the 
interior,  a  rough  drawing  of  which  is  enclosed ;  Governor  King,  who  is 
returning  to  England,  will  give  particulars  of  it ;  has  found  some  new 
species  of  Eucalyptus  and  of  Embothriurn  and  has  added  to  his  collection  of 
skins  ;  desires  to  quit  the  colony  as  “the  place  is  miserable  beyond  descrip¬ 
tion”;  quotes  the  price  of  wheat,  maize  and  other  articles;  complaints  of 
the  conduct  of  Robert  Brown  and  Governor  Bligh  ;  sends  B.  his  reflections 
on  the  state  of  the  colony.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  140 

1807  Oct.  7  After  his  return  from  his  journey  to  the  Cataract,  he  planned 
another  expedition  to  the  interior ;  intended  that  his  party  should  be  six  in 
number  and  states  the  advantages  of  the  larger  number ;  the  Governor 
[Bligh]  promised  his  assistance,  but  when  application  was  made  he  received 
so  little  encouragement  that  he  abandoned  the  project ;  claims  to  have  done 
more  towards  increasing  knowledge  of  the  Natural  History,  Geography, 
etc.  of  the  colony  than  any  other  man ;  describes  a  native  beverage  made 
from  the  flowers  of  Banksia  spinulosa  and  intends  to  experiment  with  it, 
using  instead  B.  serrata ;  is  uneasy  at  having  no  letters  from  B.  for  a  long 
time  ;  he  cannot  consent  to  Govr.  Bligh’s  proposal  to  send  B.  living  plants 
as  they  would  be  sure  to  die  through  lack  of  proper  care  on  the  voyage. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  141 

1808  July  7  Sends  a  long  account  of  the  troubles  in  New  South  Wales 
resulting  in  the  deposition  and  arrest  of  Bligh,  whom  he  considers  unfit  for 
the  Governorship  of  the  Colony;  he  thinks  his  downfall  due  to  errors  of 
judgement  rather  than  to  deliberate  culpability;  transcribes  a  letter  he 
published  in  a  newspaper  signed  with  the  pseudonym  Brutus  in  which  he 
censures  the  conduct  of  Bligh’s  opponents;  the  man  who  has  been  the 
chief  agent  in  all  the  commotion  is  John  Macarthur,  who  has  great 
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animosity  against  Bligh;  has  received  no  letter  from  B.  for  three  years; 
comments  on  the  visit  of  Brown  and  Bauer  and  their  methods ;  describes 
his  own  activities.  [It  is  impossible  to  give  an  adequate  epitome  of  this 
long  letter  of  31  pages,  and  of  the  similar  ones  that  follow.] 

D.T.C.  17.  168-198 

17.  Soho  Square  1808  Aug.  25  #  Has  been  prevented  from  writing  by  ill-health  and 
attacks  of  gout;  praises  his  activity,  diligence  and  understanding,  but 


18.  Parramatta, 
N.S.W. 

reproves  him  for  refusing  to  deliver  up  the  plants  entrusted  to  him  by 
Brown  when  Govr.  King  came  home,  whereby  a  good  opportunity  was 
lost;  increasing  infirmity  and  failing  eyesight  prevent  the  continuance  of 
his  active  interest  in  Natural  History  and  he  will  therefore  no  longer 
require  his  (C.’s)  services  as  a  collector,  but  in  recognition  of  his  past 
services  will  settle  .£50  a  year  on  him  for  life,  whether  he  intends  to  remain 
on  his  farm,  or  return  to  England ;  news  of  Brown,  Bauer  and  Dryander. 
[Edzv.  Smith ,  227-228.]  D.T.C.  17.  206-208 

1808  Oct.  28  A  long  letter  supplementary  to  No.  14;  he  has  had  an 

interview  with  Bligh,  who  is  very  depressed  and  is  afraid  to  write  to  B., 
fearing  interception  of  his  letters;  writes  now  on  Bligh’s  behalf  with 
further  details  of  the  commotion  in  the  colony;  in  spite  of  his  constant 
preoccupation  in  public  affairs,  he  is  still  collecting,  and  has  found  two 
new  species  of  Boronia ;  is  most  anxious  to  return,  but  rather  than  risk  the 
safety  of  his  valuable  collection,  will  wait  for  a  good  ship. 

D.T.C.  17.  220-231 

19.  Parramatta, 
N.S.W. 

1809  Feb.  16  Encloses  a  list  of  plants  said  by  J.  E.  Smith  to  be  natives  of 

Australia,  but  which  he  has  never  found ;  also  a  list  of  the  kinds  of  Eucalyp¬ 
tus  known  to  him,  and  the  difficulties  of  collecting  them ;  his  methods  of 
collecting  and  the  unexpected  obstacles  to  be  contended  with ;  is  desirous 
of  bringing  to  England  a  native  named  Moorwettin  who  had  been  severely 
wounded  and  whom  he  befriended;  advocates  a  better  understanding 
with  the  natives,  one  of  whom  should  accompany  every  voyage  of  discovery ; 
the  language  would  be  useful  when  meeting  other  tribes,  and  their  great 
knowledge  of  the  habits  of  animals,  etc. ;  regrets  he  cannot  explore  the 
Blue  Mountains;  has  heard  with  concern  of  B.’s  ill-health. 

D.T.C.  17.  253-262 

20.  Parramatta, 
N.S.W. 

1809  Feb.  17  Sends  a  further  long  narrative  of  the  affairs  in  the  Colony 

which  is  still  in  the  hands  of  an  oppressive  mock  government,  a  usurpation ; 
account  of  the  conduct  of  Col.  Paterson  and  of  the  deposition  and  arrest  of 
Bligh.  D.T.C.  17.  263-272 

21.  Sydney 

1809  Feb.  21  Bill  of  Exchange  drawn  upon  B.  for  John  Palmer  for  £50 

on  account  of  Caley’s  salary.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  292 

22.  Sydney 

1809  Feb.  21  Formal  letter  notifying  B.  that  the  above  bill  has  been 

drawn  and  requesting  him  to  honour  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  293 

23.  Parramatta,  1809  Feb.  28  Has  given  bills  on  B.  in  favour  of  John  Palmer  for  £82; 


N.S.W. 

the  value  of  money  is  rapidly  diminishing  in  the  colony ;  discusses  currency 
problems;  much  poverty  and  wretchedness  prevail  although  in  Sydney 
certain  classes  of  people  live  in  luxury,  gaiety  and  extravagance;  has  for 
a  long  time  suffered  from  a  stomach  complaint,  and  his  state  of  health  is 
such  that  he  desires  to  return  to  England  as  soon  as  possible. 

D.T.C.  17.  273-282 
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24.  St.  Vincent  1816  Aug.  27  Arrived  on  1st  Aug.,  having  had  to  hire  a  schooner  from 


25.  St.  Vincent 

Barbados  for  the  cost  of  which  he  has  drawn  a  bill  on  B. ;  Rae,  his 
assistant,  has  been  seriously  ill ;  the  house  is  a  wretched  place  infested  with 
vermin  and  the  garden  a  wilderness;  Dr.  Anderson,  he  was  told,  never 
pruned  the  trees,  and  planted  without  order  or  system;  Lochhead  made 
some  improvement ;  the  books  belonging  to  the  garden  are  in  bad  condition, 
partly  destroyed  by  insects  and  having  broken  bindings;  there  are  no 
suitable  tools ;  the  negro  labourers  are  inefficient,  as  the  wages  are  so  low, 
skilled  workers  go  elsewhere,  and  there  are  frequent  thefts ;  there  are  two 
Nutmegs,  one  of  which  bears  well ;  the  house  cannot  be  repaired  without 
an  order  from  England  and  the  Governor  requires  an  estimate  to  send  to 
the  proper  department;  the  situation  and  nature  of  the  soil  make  the 
garden  scarcely  worth  maintaining;  long  description  of  the  lay-out  of 
the  neglected  garden,  which  will  take  at  least  two  years  to  put  in  order; 
the  house  is  damp  and  the  climate  bad,  etc.  D.T.C.  19.  303-311 

1816  Nov.  9  A  querulous  letter,  blaming  the  neglect  of  his  predecessors; 

is  trying  to  stop  the  thefts  and  depredations  in  the  garden ;  has  generally 
followed  the  advice  of  Dr.  [George]  Young  ( q.v .),  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  and  a  magistrate,  who  knows  more  about  the  garden  than 
anyone,  but  who  is  seldom  at  Kingston ;  is  trying  to  propagate  the  Nutmeg 
by  layers.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  121 

D.T.C.  19.  318-320 

26.  St.  Vincent 

1817  Apl.  10  Sends  specimens  of  Nutmeg,  Cinnamon  and  Black  Pepper 

also  Nut-grass  for  Dickson.  D.T.C.  20.  22-23 

27.  St.  Vincent 

1818  Jan.  1  [To  W.  T.  Aiton,  q.v.]  A  long  letter  bewailing  his  difficulties 

in  St.  Vincent  and  regretting  that  he  ever  went  there ;  he  complains  of 
encroachment  upon  and  forcible  entry  into  the  Botanic  Garden,  of  the 
unsuitability  of  its  site  and  soil,  of  the  damage  done  by  vermin,  of  thefts  by 
the  negroes,  etc. ;  discusses  various  species  of  plants  and  criticizes  the 
methods  of  modern  botanists ;  he  hopes  B.  will  use  his  influence  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Botanic  Garden ;  he  and  his  wife  have  suffered  much 
ill-health  ;  he  had  not  been  able  to  set  up  his  drying-oven  so  necessary  to  a 
collector  of  plants ;  sends  his  weather-diary,  which  may  be  shown  to  B. ; 

messages  to  Robert  Brown.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  142-143 

28.  Soho  Square  1818  Apl.  6  *  Has  been  unable  to  write  earlier,  partly  because  of  illness, 

and  partly  by  trying  to  reconcile  the  accounts  he  has  received  of  his  (C.’s) 


29.  St.  Vincent 

conduct  [see  Young,  George];  thinks  he  had  made  an  error  in  refusing 
to  associate  with  the  influential  people  in  the  Island  who  are  best  able  to 
help  him  in  his  struggle;  Mr  Brown  has  received  from  C.  a  remittance  of 
jTioo  to  repay  him  (B.)  for  the  sums  advanced;  as  such  sums  were  a  free 
gift  and  not  to  be  repaid,  the  £100  has  been  invested  for  C.’s  benefit. 

D.T.C.  20.  90-91 

1 8 1 8  May  5  Is  in  low  spirits  through  the  death  of  his  wife  and  also  because 

he  considers  the  garden  lost  since  the  Court  has  laid  down  that  there  is  a 
public  road  through  it ;  a  road  formerly  used  by  a  neighbouring  estate  was 
regarded  as  private,  and  he  and  his  assistant  attempted  to  close  it ;  a  legal 
action  followed,  in  which  they  were  acquitted;  severe  strictures  on  the 
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judges  and  juries  of  the  Court;  the  verdict  has  given  rise  to  a  supposition 
that  the  garden  is  to  be  abandoned.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  153 

D.T.C.  20.  92-93 

30.  St.  Vincent  1818  July  29  Vindication  of  his  conduct;  his  house  is  situated  where  it 

overlooks  the  town  and  bay,  but  Anderson  planted  trees  which  spoil  the 
prospect;  depredations  in  the  garden  continue;  his  suggestions  for  its 
improvement ;  he  and  Rae  have  been  prosecuted  for  assault,  but  acquitted ; 
sends  table  of  meteorological  observations.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  125-138 

31.  St.  Vincent  1819  Oct.  28  Is  still  discontented  and  worried  about  the  intrigues  of  real 

or  supposed  enemies ;  there  are  rumours  that  the  Government,  being  short 
of  money,  will  sell  the  garden,  and  thus  all  the  care  of  B.  and  many  others 
would  be  wasted ;  Cloves  have  yielded  well ;  has  plenty  of  seed,  but  does 
not  expect  a  good  crop ;  thinks  the  plants  would  vegetate  better  if  the  seed 
were  thrown  amongst  grass ;  Nutmegs  are  now  grown  plentifully,  as  their  cul¬ 
ture  is  better  understood ;  Cinnamon  and  Mangoes  are  also  doing  well ;  has  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  negroes  are  bribed  to  steal  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  191 

D.T.C.  20.  207-210 

CALEY,  John,  F.S.A.  (1763-1834).  Keeper  of  Records,  Augmentation  Offices 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  Dec.  27  *  He  has  seen  the  endowment  of  the  vicarage  of  Leeswode 
[Mold,  Co.  Flint],  by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  in  the  13th  century;  the  tithes 
were  appropriated  to  the  monastery  of  Croyland,  but  the  deed  contains  a 
clause  excepting  the  demesne  lands  of  the  Abbey,  which  he  quotes;  asks 
for  an  explanation  of  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  24727.  355 

CALKOfiN,  Jan  Frederik  van  Beck  (1772-1811).  Astronomer  and  Mathematician 

1.  Leiden  1801  Feb.  —  Sends  description  of  an  engine  used  in  China  for  watering 

barren  and  elevated  ground;  it  is  as  simple  as  it  is  ingenious;  Lord 
Macartney  has  already  given  a  short  description  of  it ;  his  paper  is  intended 
for  R.S.,  and  if  it  is  rejected  he  desires  it  to  be  returned. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  395 

2.  Leiden  1802  Aug.  1 1  Refers  to  his  letter  about  the  Chinese  water-wheel  and  the 

dissertation  in  Latin  that  accompanied  it,  and  requests  a  reply. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  396 

3.  [Soho  Square  1802  — ]  *  Has  read  the  paper  but  considers  the  method  it  describes  is 

not  practicable  for  use  in  Europe ;  as  the  paper  is  not  likely  to  be  accepted 
for  Phil.  Trans.,  he  returns  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  397 

CALL,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1732-1801).  Military  Engineer 
1.  Old  Bur-  1800  May  15  Complains  that  the  timber  in  the  Royal  Forests  is  being 
lington  wasted ;  recalls  the  recommendation  of  the  Commission  [on  Crown  Lands] 

Street  on  which  he  served  in  1782;  he  considers  the  Reports  of  that  Commission 

in  17  vols.,  the  result  of  many  years’  work,  may  be  useful  to  posterity,  and 
presents  them  to  R.S.,  as  the  most  suitable  repository  for  their  preserva¬ 
tion.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  36 

CALLAM,  James.  Master’s  Mate,  R.N. 

1.  London  1793  Aug.  2  Sends  specimens  of  the  Yam  of  St.  Catherine’s  Island,  and 

seeds  from  New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island;  sends  also  some 
Insects  collected  during  the  voyage  and  a  pot  of  preserved  mangoes. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  215 
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CALONNE,  Charles  Alexandre  de  (1734-1802).  French  Statesman 

1.  London  1789  Mar.  18  He  has  been  told  by  the  sculptor  Louchee  that  he  had 


2.  [Soho 
Square 

informed  B.  of  his  (C.’s)  desire  to  have  a  bust  of  him  to  place  amongst  those 
of  other  distinguished  Englishmen ;  as  this  request  was  made  before  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  mentioning  it  himself  to  B.,  he  hopes  it  was  not  mis¬ 
understood  ;  if  B.  consents,  Louchee  would  mould  the  bust,  and  offers  in 
return  one  of  himself  by  the  same  artist.  D.T.C.  6.  142-143 

1789  Mar.  19]  *  He  feels  highly  flattered  by  the  proposal  to  exchange 

busts,  to  which  he  agrees;  his  gratitude  will  continue  whether  C.  shall 
hereafter  direct  a  prosperous  empire  or  is  forced  by  the  injustice  of  his 
erring  country  to  continue  in  his  present  situation.  D.T.C.  6.  144 

CAMBRIDGE,  Richard  Owen  (1717-1802).  Historian  and  Author 


1.  Oxford 

[1772]  Sept.  4  Will  be  absent  from  Twickenham,  but  would  wish  B.  to 

call  there  when  he  returns;  wishes  to  inform  Solander  that  Bellon  [Pierre 
Belon],  mentions  four  times  that  he  had  seen  the  Hippopotamus  alive  [in 
Egypt] ;  he  fell  into  error  in  the  comparison  of  the  feet  of  the  animal  with 
those  of  the  Tortae,  supposing  this  to  mean  Turtle,  whereas  the  Land- 
tortoise  is  evidently  intended ;  has  examined  the  heads  of  two  Hippopotamus 
in  the  Oxford  Museum.  D.T.C.  1.  36 

CAMDEN,  Earl  and  Marquis — See  Pratt,  John  Jeffreys 
CAMPBELL,  Flora  Muir,  Countess  of  Loudoun  (1780-1840) 


1.  [London] 

[1803  ?]  Aug.  5  Presents  B.  with  a  translation  of  an  Indian  treatise  on 

Agriculture  by  Rajah  Mits  Jeet  Singh,  who  is  a  well-informed  man  and 
gives  a  good  account  of  all  that  is  known  to  the  natives  on  the  subject; 
she  has  brought  home  a  considerable  quantity  of  seeds  and  will  send  B. 
a  selection  of  them  if  they  would  be  acceptable. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  43 

CAMPBELL,  George  William,  6th  Duke  of  Argyll  (1766-1839) 


1.  Inverary 

1802  June  22  Has  instructed  his  Bankers  to  send  20  gns.  for  his  sub¬ 
scription  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Memorial.  Wellcome ,  67766  (1) 

CAMPBELL,  John,  4th  Earl  and  1st  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  F.R.S.  (1762-1834) 

1.  Taymouth  1784001.  10  Describes  a  strange  meteorological  phenomenon  in  Loch 
Tay,  to  be  communicated  to  R.S.  [See  also  Leslie- Melville,  A.]. 

Dawson  MS.  45.  4-5 

CAMPER,  Adriaan  Gilles  (1759-1820).  Younger  Son  of  Pieter  Camper 


1.  Franeken 

1800.  Mar.  1  As  he  desires  to  publish  his  late  father’s  work  on  Elephants, 

asks  B.’s  help;  the  plates  were  all  made  before  his  father’s  death;  asks  for 
the  loan  of  a  book  and  enquires  whether  any  molar  teeth  of  American  fossil 
elephants  are  available  in  London;  notes  on  the  difference  between  the 
Asiatic  and  African  Elephants.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  230-231 

2.  Franeken 

1802  Oct.  10  Since  the  death  of  his  father,  the  long  war  has  hindered  the 

publication  of  his  work  on  the  Elephant,  but  he  has  now  found  a  publisher 
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who  will  print  the  plates  and  text;  he  hopes  to  publish  his  father’s  MSS. 
and  plates  on  the  anatomy  and  osteology  of  the  Cetacea;  asks  B.  for 
information  on  books  he  should  consult;  he  has  some  curious  copper 
plates  engraved  with  characters  brought  by  his  grandfather  from  India; 
desires  to  exchange  these  with  a  member  of  the  Soc.  for  Asiatic  Researches 
for  an  equivalent  in  minerals  or  zoological  preparations.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  337-338 


CAMPER,  Pieter, 
1.  Klein 
Lankum, 
Franeken 


2.  Leeuwarden 


3.  [Soho 
Square] 


4.  Klein 
Lankum 


5.  Klein 
Lankum 


6.  Klein 
Lankum 


7.  Klein 
Lankum 


F.R.S.  (1722-1789).  Anatomist  and  Naturalist 

1786  Jan.  23  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  himself  and  his  son  in  Lon¬ 
don;  is  sending  two  cases  of  specimens  for  exchange  with  the  British 
Museum ;  requests  Dr.  [E.  W.]  Gray  to  have  the  exchanges  packed  and 
sent  to  his  banker  in  London;  list  of  specimens  sent;  has  dissected  the 
animal  described  by  John  Ellis  in  Phil.  Trans.  56,  as  a  larva,  and  finds  it  to 
be  a  true  fish ;  asks  for  the  skull  of  the  Asiatic  Rhinoceros ;  has  performed 
the  operation  for  fistula  ani.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  257-258 

1786  Mar.  26  Details  of  the  despatch  of  specimens  mentioned  in  last 
letter;  Capt.  Jache  Romkers,  the  bearer,  could  bring  back  the  exchanges; 
his  observations  on  Cetacea  are  to  be  published  in  Paris  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Buffon;  political  unrest  amongst  his  countrymen;  wishes  he 
could  live  in  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  259-260 

1786  May  8  *  Acknowledges  C.’s  letter;  Capt.  Romkers,  who  brought 
it,  has  been  delayed  in  the  river,  loading  freight  on  his  ship  Bygeial\  has 
again  applied  to  Gibraltar  for  specimens  of  the  rock  he  desires. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  83 

1786  June  8  Has  received  the  cases  of  exchange  specimens;  regrets  that 
the  large  bones  and  horns  were  broken;  describes  fossils  found  in  the 
samples  of  Gibraltar  rock ;  has  some  fine  specimens  from  Montmartre ;  will 
send  drawings  for  John  Hunter  and  B.;  notes  on  the  skeleton  of  Javan 
Rhinoceros,  and  on  the  Dugong,  Manatee,  Walrus,  etc. ;  has  been  examining 
a  foetal  whale ;  unidentified  cetaceous  bones,  some  in  Ashmolean  Museum ; 
messages  to  various  friends  including  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds;  progress  of  his 
work  on  Cetacea  and  the  Anatomy  of  the  Elephant. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  261-262 

1786  June  18  Sends  drawings  and  notes  on  the  incognitum  from  Maes- 
tricht  which  he  gave  to  the  British  Museum;  intends  to  send  a  paper  on 
the  Dugong;  would  like  some  other  skulls  (of  Walrus,  etc.),  of  which 
there  were  many  neglected  duplicates  in  the  basement  [of  British  Museum] ; 
is  also  sending  specimens  for  Dr.  Simmons  and  drawings  of  the  Mont¬ 
martre  specimen  for  John  Hunter.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  408 

1786  Aug.  12  Would  like  some  reprints  of  his  memoir  [pub.  by  R.S.]; 
Dryander,  who  knows  Dutch,  can  tell  B.  about  the  Dugong  and  Siren  he 
dissected  in  London;  is  preparing  for  press  his  work  on  Anatomy  of  the 
Cetacea  to  be  published  in  Paris;  notes  the  difficulties  of  sending  him 
further  duplicates  [from  Brit.  Mus.].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  409-410 

1787  Feb.  19  Communicates  notes  on  his  scientific  activities;  the 
respiration  of  birds,  the  similarities  of  “Pipa  americana”  [P.  pipa]  to  the 
European  toad,  his  critique  on  Monro’s  work  on  Fishes,  a  memoir  on  fossil 
bison  for  the  Imperial  Academy  of  St.  Petersburg,  etc. ;  regrets  he  could 
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8.  [Klein 
Lankum 


9.  Bois  le  Due 


10.  Klein 
Lankum 


1 1 .  The  Hague 


12.  The  Hague 


13.  The  Hague 


14.  The  Hague 


not  have  stayed  longer  in  London  to  do  more  work  on  the  Cetacea  in  the 
British  Museum ;  has  received  a  Rhinoceros  head  from  Java ;  his  Anatomy  of 
the  Elephant  will  soon  be  published;  intended  visit  to  Germany. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  411-412 

1787  Oct.  — ]  [Received  by  B.,  Oct.  10.]  Sends  plates  of  two  species  of 
Rhinoceros  for  B.,  Simmons  and  John  Hunter;  these  are  private  plates, 
not  for  sale;  his  progress  in  publication  on  Cetacea  and  Elephant;  sug¬ 
gestions  for  putting  in  order  the  basement  of  the  British  Museum;  travels 
of  his  son,  who  may  visit  England ;  horrors  of  the  civil  war,  by  which  his 
house  and  museum  are  threatened;  his  specimens  are  being  packed  and 
moved  to  safety ;  anxiety  about  his  profession  and  the  fate  of  his  country. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  41 3-414 

1787  Dec.  16  His  son  Pieter  has  forwarded  B.’s  letter;  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Council  of  States  of  the  United  Provinces ;  the  rebels  had  threatened 
to  destroy  his  house  and  museum  and  had  trained  their  batteries  on  it; 
he  has  dispersed  his  collection  for  safety;  the  German  translation  of 
[Alexander]  Monro’s  Fishes  with  C.’s  additions;  has  seen  the  long-nosed 
monkey,  described  by  Pennant,  in  Paris;  believes  that  neither  human  nor 
bird  remains  have  been  found  in  fossil  state. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  415-416 

178S  Apl.  3  Discusses  the  political  situation  and  will  support  the 
projected  alliance  with  England;  his  plans  for  scientific  work  and  local 
affairs ;  warns  B.  against  Dr.  Damen,  Prof,  of  Mathematics  and  Astronomy 
at  Leiden.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  20-21 

1788  Sept.  12  Progress  of  his  work  on  the  Anatomy  of  the  Elephant; 

before  publishing  it  he  would  like  to  consult  the  works  of  earlier  writers 
and  asks  B.  to  obtain  them  for  him;  declines  to  be  a  Foreign  Member  of 
Linnean  Soc.  as  he  has  a  poor  opinion  of  the  work  of  Linnaeus;  deplores 
his  country’s  political  disturbances  and  the  loss  of  scientific  material  due 
to  his  hurried  flight.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  18-19 

1788  Sept.  27  Presents  plates  of  the  Asiatic  and  African  Rhinoceros  for 
B.,  R.S.  and  the  British  Museum;  is  sending  them  by  Joseph  Jacquin 
whom  he  recommends  to  B.  .  .  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  23 

1788  Nov.  1  Returns  thanks  for  loan  of  book  [on  the  elephant]  and  for 
specimens  of  metals;  describes  scientific  material  for  his  collection 
brought  from  Italy  by  his  younger  son ;  discussion  of  scientific  matters. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  22 

1788  Dec.  25  Returns  thanks  for  specimens  of  iron;  Dr.  Heechens  is 
ignorant  of  science,  but  interested  in  literature;  believes  in  the  migration 
of  swallows;  observations  on  the  anatomy  of  the  Elephant;  observations 
on  the  works  of  Lacepede  and  Buffon ;  Zimmermann  declined  the  title  of 
Physician  to  His  Majesty;  has  declined  membership  of  Linnean  Society. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 52-1 53 


C  AIM  PER,  Pieter  Everhard.  Elder  Son  of  Pieter  Camper 

x.  [The  Hague]  1790  Jan.  5  Promises  to  restore  to  B.  the  book  lent  by  him  to  his  father; 

hopes  to  call  upon  B.  when  he  comes  to  London  to  settle  his  father’s 
estate.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  291 
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Camper,  Pieter  Everhard,  continued 

2.  [The  Hague]  1790  May  28  Informs  B.  of  the  sailing  of  Meermin ,  Dutch  East  India- 
man,  Capt.  Van  Rossum,  for  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  the  captain  will  take  or 
bring  back  any  packages  B.  may  require;  B.’s  book  is  being  taken  care  of 
and  he  will  execute  B.’s  commissions  when  he  returns  home. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  292-293 

CAMPO  D’ALANGE,  Bernardo,  Marquis  del  (d.  1800).  Spanish  Ambassador 

1.  Soho  Square  1796  Apl.  10  *  Informs  him  that  about  1727,  a  surgeon  named  Myles 
brought  seeds  to  England  from  Buenos  Aires ;  the  plants  raised  from  these 
seeds  prospered  so  well,  that  permission  is  now  asked  for  a  gardener  to  be 
sent  there  to  procure  seeds  and  send  them  to  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens, 
Kew ;  having  been  for  many  years  adviser  to  the  King  on  such  matters,  he 
suggested  what  he  now  asks,  in  the  interests  of  science;  the  person  it  is 
intended  to  send  is  a  man  of  the  highest  character,  and  as  his  objects  and 
interests  are  solely  botanical,  he  will  not  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the 
country.  Dawson  MS.  46.  29-30 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  38-43 

Stratford,  Viscount  Stratford  (1786-1880).  Diplomatist 

1817  Oct.  4  *  Will  obey  his  commands  as  soon  as  he  returns  to  London 
and  can  communicate  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture ;  the  Board  probably 
share  his  unfavourable  opinion  of  [E.  M.]  Fellenberg’s  sowing  machine; 
F.  seems  very  ignorant  of  English  farm  machinery,  yet  he  writes  with 
surprising  confidence;  he  is  even  unaware  that  the  “Agricultural  Duke  of 
Bedford”  died  14  or  15  years  ago,  and  speaks  of  him  as  living. 

Dawson  MS.  45.  25-26 


CANNING, 
1.  Revesby 
Abbey 


CANTERBURY,  Archbishop  of — See  Manners- Sutton,  Charles. 

CANTON,  John,  F.R.S.  (1718-1772).  Electrician 

1.  —  1768  —  *  Sends  two  balls  of  “an  elastick  substance”,  [caoutchouc]. 

[Printed  in  Athenaeum,  1849,  375,  and  in  N.  &  O.,  2nd  Ser.,  12.  339.] 


CARLISLE,  Sir  Anthony,  F.R.S.  (1768-1840).  Surgeon 

1.  [Charles  1800  Mar.  29  He  sends  his  paper  describing  a  monstrous  Lamb;  further 
Street]  details  and  drawings  will  follow;  discusses  the  teratological  features  in  the 

skull  and  teeth.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  234 


2.  [Charles  1800  Dec.  15  As  a  continued  diet  of  fish,  and  especially  of  herrings, 

Street]  often  causes  cutaneous  and  other  diseases,  he  suggests  that  in  view  of  the 

impending  legislation,  a  Committee  of  R.S.  should  confer  with  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  materials  of  human  food,  based 
on  their  knowledge  of  Natural  History,  and  of  the  customs  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  various  nations,  also  a  Committee  of  the  College  of  Physicians  on 
the  effects  of  different  kinds  of  food ;  if  such  conferences  were  made  public, 
popular  suspicion  would  be  allayed,  especially  if  an  epidemic  should 
occur.  D.T.C.  12.  136-139 

3.  Soho  Square  1802  June  17  As  B.  was  not  at  home  he  has  left  his  paper  on  the  Stem- 

mata  and  Eyes  of  Insects ;  the  subject  is  not  sufficiently  known  to  admit  of 
general  treatment;  he  will  call  again  to  know  if  B.  wishes  to  make  any 
alterations  to  his  paper.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  266 
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Carlisle,  Sir  Anthony,  continued 

4.  Soho  Square  1814  Aug.  19  As  the  Fellows  of  R.S.  may  wish  to  collect  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  subject  of  hereditary  influences,  he  suggests  that  B.  should 
request  fuller  details  on  the  case  mentioned  by  [Lewis  Weston]  Dillwyn 
of  supernumerary  fingers  in  the  Measer  family ;  it  would  be  desirable  to 
ascertain  the  earliest  appearance  [of  the  polydactylism],  the  cases  in  which 
it  has  been  transmitted  by  male  and  female  members  respectively,  the 
number  of  children  affected  by  it,  and  whether  the  extra  finger  is  always 
on  the  side  of  the  little-finger.  D.T.C.  19.  52-53 


CARLISLE,  Nicholas,  F.R.S.  (1771-1847).  Antiquary 

1.  Somerset  1809  Feb.  11  Sends  the  result  of  his  researches  into  the  history  of  the 
Place  office  of  King’s  Champion;  observes  that  B.  has  already  been  furnished 

with  transcripts  of  documents  in  the  Tower;  and  that  Richards  of  the 
Chapter  House  has  had  similar  copies  made,  having  been  employed  by 
Mrs.  Dymoke  to  collect  information  on  the  office;  has  also  made  a  long 
investigation  with  [Francis]  Townsend,  Windsor  Herald;  refers  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Harleian  manuscripts  on  the  subject.  [The  long  and  scholarly 
dissertation,  with  full  references  to  authorities,  printed  and  manuscript, 
fills  17  folios,  D.T.C.  17.  10-26.]  D.T.C.  17.  251-252 


2.  Somerset 
Place 


3.  Somerset 
Place 


4.  Somerset 
Place 


5.  Somerset 
Place 


1819  June  28  Informs  B.  that  the  subscription  list  for  [Stephen]  Lee 
(1 q.v .)  now  amounts  to  ^895 ;  all  the  creditors  have  been  paid  by  an 
advance  of  £300  by  Mr.  Moore.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  351 

D.T.C.  20.  196-197 

1819  July  2  Sends  a  statement  of  Lee’s  debts  with  the  sums  for  which 
they  have  been  compromised;  encloses  a  letter  from  [John  A.]  Young 
(q.v.)  who  has  acted  with  zeal  and  has  brought  the  annuity  to  the  stage 
that  requires  only  B.’s  sanction  to  make  it  effective;  refers  to  the  sad  news 
from  Gloucestershire  [death  of  Samuel  Lysons]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  189 

1819  Nov.  23  Encloses  a  long  letter  from  [J.  A.]  Young  on  Lee’s  affairs; 
Young  suggests  a  friendly  mediator;  has  written  a  long  letter  to  Mr.  Moore 
and  if  Moore  will  allow  B.  to  see  it,  he  will  be  in  possession  of  their  views 
on  the  case.  •  D.T.C.  20.  21 1 

1819  Dec.  1  Sends  a  list  of  receipts  and  payments  from  the  books  of 
Messrs.  Snow  [bankers],  in  the  affair  of  Stephen  Lee;  observes  that 
Moore  has  been  overpaid  by  £11,  and  that  the  subscriptions  of  Campbell 
(£100)  and  of  Rennie  (£25)  though  promised,  have  not  been  paid;  hopes 
that  by  B.’s  kindness  this  unpleasant  affair  may  be  terminated. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  194 


CARR,  John  (1732-1807).  Classical  Scholar 


1.  Hertford 


2.  [Soho 
Square 


1789  Sept.  17  Sends  an  account  of  the  origin  of  Peat  Mosses  by  his 
brother,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Carr,  for  B.’s  opinion. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  260 
D.T.C.  6.  231 

1789  Sept.  17]*  Has  read  the  paper,  and  considers  the  ideas  expressed 
of  the  formation  of  Peat  Mould  are  ingenious  and  true,  but  the  paper  is 
not  suitable  for  R.S.  D.T.C.  6.  232 
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CARRINGTON,  Lord — See  Smith,  Robert. 


CARTER,  Christopher 

i.  On  board  1790  Oct-  21  [To  Dr.  Nooth.]  Sends  seeds  of  folle  avoine  [Zizania] 
William  Henry  and  other  plants  for  B.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  21 

CARTERET,  Philip  (d.  1733-1796).  Naval  Officer 
1.  Soho  Square  1780  Apl.  29  *  Introduces  William  Brass  ( q.v .),  lately  gardener  to  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  who  is  proceeding  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for 
botanical  exploration ;  asks  for  an  assurance  that  the  plants  he  may  procure 
will  be  treated  with  every  care.  [C.  was  then  under  orders  to  sail  to  the 
African  coast  in  Endymion .]  N.M.M.  35.  MS.  0081 

CARTWRIGHT,  Charles  (1753-1825).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Rendezvous,  1796  Dec.  18  Requests  B.  to  obtain  leave  from  Lord  Spencer  [First  Lord 

Lincoln  of  the  Admiralty],  for  him  to  raise  1000  men  for  the  Navy  at  30  gns.  a  man, 

which  he  believes  to  be  the  average  fine  paid  by  the  parishes. 

Lindsey.  11.  3.  7 

2.  Soho  Square  1796  Dec.  20  #  Has  reason  to  believe  that  the  Admiralty  get  their  seamen 

for  less  than  30  gns.  each;  advises  him  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the 
parishes  which  want  substitutes.  Lindsey.  11.  3.  7  vo. 


CARTWRIGHT,  George  (d.  1819).  Mariner  and  Traveller 

1.  Plymouth  1773  June  22  Relates  the  fate  of  “his  Indian  friends”;  the  woman  is 

recovering  but  both  the  men  are  dead ;  if  prints  are  taken  from  the  drawings 
of  the  Indians,  he  would  like  to  have  six  sets.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  39 

2.  Sandwich  1775  Oct.  12  Is  sending  a  few  bird  skins,  plants,  frogs,  etc.;  excuses 

Bay  their  poor  state  of  preservation  by  his  own  bad  health;  has  moved  to 

Charles  Harbour,  the  climate  of  which  is  milder,  though  further  North ; 
suggests  that  B.  and  Solander  should  come  and  stay  with  him  as  there  are 
many  new  plants  and  animals  which  he  cannot  collect  himself. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  55 


3.  Sandwich  1777  Oct.  22  Sends  specimens;  regrets  damage  to  B.’s  case  of  specimen- 

Bay  bottles;  wishes  to  defer  paying  his  debts  to  B.  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  64 

4.  Great  Island  1778  Sept.  14  His  ship  and  all  his  cargo  and  stores  have  been  plundered 

by  a  privateer ;  long  recital  of  his  adventures  and  misfortunes. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  77+3.  37 


5.  Collingham, 
Newark 


6.  Collingham, 
Newark 


1790  Jan.  24  At  the  desire  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  he  is  about  to 
publish  the  journal  of  his  voyages  and  sojourns  in  Labrador;  the  high 
cost  of  producing  plates  is  an  obstacle.  [Published  in  1792  as  Journal .  .  . 
daring  a  residence  of  16  years  in  Labrador .]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  4 

D.T.C.  7.  23-24 

1790  Jan.  27  If  he  had  originally  intended  to  publish  his  journal  he 
would  have  taken  more  pains  with  it;  thanks  B.  for  information  about 
engravings,  but  the  cost  prohibits  their  use ;  hopes  the  information  in  his 
journal  about  the  growth  of  timber,  etc.,  will  be  useful.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  5 

D.T.C.  7.  25-26 
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CARVER,  Jonathan  (1732-1780).  American  Explorer 

1.  London  1778  Aug.  13  Regrets  that  the  season  is  unfavourable  for  publishing  the 

narrative  of  his  travels ;  the  number  of  subscribers  is  only  sufficient  to  pay 
for  one-third  of  the  cost,  and  he  has  been  obliged  to  assign  part  of  the 
edition;  is  in  dire  distress  and  begs  for  further  assistance.  [ Travels  through 
the  interior  parts  of  North  America  was  published  in  1780,  in  which  year 
Carver  died  in  great  poverty.]  D.T.C.  1.  197 


CASSINI,  Jean  Dominique,  Comte  de,  F.R.S.  (1748-1845).  Astronomer 

1.  [Paris]  1787  Dec.  —  Has  ordered  the  books  in  Paris  required  by  B.  and  sends 

bookseller’s  account;  thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  him  in  London. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  24 

2.  [Paris]  1788  Feb.  14  Although  unsuccessful,  thanks  B.  for  proposing  him  as  a 

member  of  R.S.;  [he  was  elected  in  1789];  asks  to  have  the  Phil.  Trans. 
sent  to  him  by  [the  bookseller]  Elmsley;  mentions  Blagden,  Ramsden, 
Roy,  Maskelyne  and  Ormsby  in  connection  with  the  meridian  observa¬ 
tions;  hopes  B.  has  presented  bound  copies  of  his  works  and  his  maps  of 
the  moon  to  George  III.  [French.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  25 


3.  [Paris] 


4.  [Soho 
Square] 


1789  Feb.  26  Has  been  appointed  by  the  Acad,  des  Sciences  to  collect 
information  from  countries  abroad  relating  to  the  severe  cold;  asks  B.  for 
information;  requests  him  to  forward  a  letter  to  his  son  in  Canton. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  154 

1789  [Mar.  10]  *  Sends  meteorological  journal  as  requested;  the  frost 
seems  to  have  been  more  severe  in  England  than  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 

D.T.C.  6.  131 


5.  [Paris] 


1789  May  6  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  announcing  his  election  to  R.S., 
also  for  sending  the  meteorological  information  desired.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  155 


6.  Paris  1789  Oct-  1  Sends  B.  copy  of  a  work  (not  named)  “printed  by  order  of 

the  King  to  be  distributed  to  all  the  most  distinguished  savants  in  Europe”. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  294 

7.  Paris  1800  Nov.  15  Recalls  that  in  1787  he  had  the  honour  of  meeting  B.  and 

of  collaborating  with  Gen.  Roy  in  measuring  the  meridians  of  London  and 
Paris;  his  aunt,  an  elderly  widow,  is  in  London  in  great  distress,  and  he  is 
unable  to  help  her  as  he  has  been  expelled  from  his  position  and  all  his 
work;  asks  if  B.  can  obtain  help  for  her  from  the  King.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  32 


CASSINI  DE  THURY,  Cesar  Francois,  F.R.S.  (1714-1784).  Astronomer 

1.  [Paris  1784  June — ]  He  is  pleased  to  learn  that  the  King  [of  England]  has 

approved  his  plan  [of  correlating  a  meridian  of  longitude  between  France 
and  England],  and  that  he  has  appointed  [William]  Roy  ( q.v .)  to  carry  out 
the  observations;  he  wishes  to  know  what  features  of  the  French  coast  can 
be  visibly  determined  from  England ;  if  there  are  none,  he  will  have  pylons 
erected  on  Cap  Gris  Nez  and  Cap  d’Antifer.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  274 
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CASTA NG,  Philip  George  (1769-1804+)  Animal  Dealer 

1.  Menagerie,  1804  Oct.  11  Sends  his  bill  of  charges  for  attendance  at  Kew;  hopes  the 
Hampstead  kangaroos  have  arrived  safely ;  has  some  geese  from  New  South  Wales. 
Road  Kew:  B.C.  2.296 


CASTENSCHIOLD,  Joachim  Melchior  Holten  (1743-1817).  Army  Officer 


1.  Reykjavik, 
Iceland 

2.  [Soho 
Square] 


1812  Aug.  22  In  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Iceland,  Greenland  and 
Faeroes,  thanks  B.  for  his  exertions  to  save  them  from  starvation  during 
the  war.  [See  Reventlow,  C.  D.]  Brabourne,  9 

[1812 - ]  *  Expresses  his  assurance  that  the  welfare  of  Iceland, 

Greenland  and  the  Faeroes  will  always  be  near  his  heart.  Brabourne ,  11 


CASTIGLIONE,  Giovanni  Francesco  Salvemini  di,  F.R.S.  (1708-1791).  Mathematician 
1.  Berlin  1790  Feb.  6  Having  read  Winthrop’s  paper  in  Phil.  Trans,  vol.,  64,  is 

convinced  of  his  own  error  in  his  edition  of  Newton’s  Tracts;  requests  B. 
to  insert  a  letter  in  the  next  issue  of  Phil.  Trans. ;  is  director  of  the  Mathe¬ 
matical  Class  of  the  Berlin  Academy.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  295 

CASTLEREAGH,  Viscount — See  Stewart,  Robert. 


CATON,  Thomas  Motte,  M.D.  (d.  1853).  Physician 

1.  Welwyn,  1799  Aug.  30  He  has  produced  a  new  system  of  Astronomy  to  prove 
Herts.  that  the  Sun  is  not  the  centre  of  the  Universe,  but  is  carried  round  by 

phlogisticated  air,  etc. ;  he  asks  leave  to  dedicate  this  work  to  B. ;  he  is  also 
ambitious  “to  be  one  of  your  members”  [i.e.  F.R.S.]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  194 


CATUELAN,  Comte  de.  Mathematician 

1.  Paris  1786  Jan.  17  Thanks  B.  for  the  things  brought  by  [Sir  John]  Sinclair; 

he  was  unaware  that  B.  even  knew  his  name,  but  presumes  Blagden  in¬ 
formed  him ;  thinks  the  reports  of  Gen.  Roy  very  precise ;  the  arguments 
of  Wales  against  the  existence  of  the  Cap  de  la  Circoncision  he  considers 
indisputable;  wishes  to  subscribe  to  the  Tables  of  Sines  announced  by 
[Michael]  Taylor,  also  to  B.’s  great  work,  if  available.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  263-264 

2.  Lausanne  1789  Jan.  Introduces  [Anthony]  de  Polier  ( q.v .),  a  Swiss  who  has 

been  in  the  H.E.I.  Co.’s  service  for  30  years  in  Bengal  and  retires  with 
rank  of  Colonel;  he  has  made  a  special  study  of  Hindoo  Mythology. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  156 


CAULFEILD,  Wade  Toby  (1732-1800).  Military  Officer 

1.  Devonshire  1790  Jan.  24  Returns  Sir  William  Hamilton’s  letter  and  is  grateful  to 
Street  him  for  his  attempts  to  serve  his  unfortunate  nephew  [Thomas  Gordon 

Caulfeild,  a  naval  officer,  who  had  fought  a  duel  in  which  his  opponent 
was  killed].  Kew:  B.C.  2.  3 

CAUMELS,  Marquis  de 

1.  Toulouse  1819  Jan.  9  In  April  1818  he  sent  B.  two  copies  of  his  translation  of  the 
work  on  the  Vine  by  Dr.  Roxas  Clemente  y  Rubio;  the  misfortunes  in 
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Caumels,  Marquis  de,  continued 

France  have  cut  off  communications  and  he  does  not  know  if  B.  received 
his  parcel;  he  now  sends  another  by  Miquel,  who  is  travelling  to  London 
and  offers  further  copies;  the  work  facilitates  the  recognition  of  various 
species  and  their  synonomy  and  will  be  beneficial  to  cultivators.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  205-206 

CAVALLO,  Tiberius,  F.R.S.  (1749-1809).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  —  1789  Nov.  26  Informs  B.  that  a  friend  of  Topping  has  called  to  give  the 

reasons  for  not  bringing  his  paper  from  India  on  his  Base-Line  to  be  read 
at  R.S.;  quotes  extract  from  Topping’s  letter  dated  Madras,  30  July  1789. 

R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  12 

2.  Eltham  1793  Aug.  15  On  his  return  to  town  he  will  call  on  B.  about  a  letter  from 

Volta,  which  may  not  be  proper  to  be  read  at  R.S.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  101 

3.  Soho  Square  1793  Aug.  16  *  As  he  is  leaving  immediately  for  the  country,  requests  C. 
to  communicate  with  Dr.  Gray  at  the  R.S.,  who  will  correspond  with 
him  (B.)  as  to  the  propriety  of  reading  Volta’s  letter.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  101.  (2) 

1794  Mar.  4  Makes  violent  accusations  against  the  conduct  of  B.  in 
having  a  letter  from  Volta  translated  and  read  at  R.S.  without  his  (C.’s) 
permission;  demands  that  the  letter  be  immediately  returned  to  him. 

D.T.C.  9.35-37 

1794  Mar.  5]  *  Knowing  that  Volta’s  letter  was  intended  to  be  read  at 
R.S.,  he  had  it  translated  and  read;  Volta  himself  makes  no  complaint;  as 
Volta  intended  to  supersede  his  letter  by  a  full  memoir,  the  letter  was 
withdrawn  and  returned ;  all  the  proceedings  were  regular.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  6 


4.  Well  Street 


5.  [Soho 
Square 


CAVANILLES, 
1.  Paris 


2.  Paris 


3.  Paris 


4.  Paris 


Abbe  Antonio  Jose  (1744-1804).  Botanist 

1785  Nov.  29  Agrees  that  his  illustrations  are  too  small  in  some  cases; 

discusses  the  meaning  of  Monadelphia  in  the  Linnaean  system,  which 
includes  two  large  groups  of  plants ;  outlines  the  plan  of  his  dissertation 
and  the  genera  embraced  in  it;  sends  drawing  of  Hibiscus  hastatus;  H. 
popidneus  was  first  seen  in  Asia  by  Commerson  and  in  Europe  by  himself. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  265-267 

1786  Feb.  1  Has  examined  and  drawn  the  plant  from  Arabia;  sends  a 
description  of  it,  but  will  not  name  it  until  he  can  get  ripe  seed  to  determine 
its  true  systematic  position ;  has  given  his  dissertation  to  the  Acad,  and  will 
send  it  to  B.  as  soon  as  printed ;  sends  plates  of  three  new  plants  of  genera 
Sida,  Malachra  and  Malva.  [Frefich.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  268-270 

1786  Feb.  20  Thanks  B.  for  engravings  which  are  far  superior  to  his  own; 
Hibiscus  populneus  was  discovered  by  Commerson  in  Mauritius  in  1769, 
in  the  same  month  that  B.  found  it  in  Otaheite;  notes  on  other  species  of 
Hibiscus ;  will  send  Pavonia  hastata  collected  by  Commerson  in  Buenos 
Aires;  presumes  he  has  permission  to  publish  plants  sent  by  B.,  but 
awaits  confirmation;  will  always  send  copies  of  his  publications  to  R.S. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  271-272 

1786  Apl.  6  Acknowledges  specimen  of  an  Hibiscus ;  the  seed  of  the 
Arabian  plant  is  indecisive;  sends  plates  for  his  third  dissertation,  which 
includes  H.  tricuspis ;  thinks  B.  is  too  modest  about  the  calyx  of  H.  popul¬ 
neus  and  asks  permission  to  quote  his  remarks.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  417-418 
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Cavanilles, 
5.  Paris 


6.  [Paris] 

7.  [Paris] 

8.  Paris 

9.  Paris 


Abbe  Antonio  Jose,  continued 

1786  May  6  Sends  his  second  dissertation;  it  is  [cut  up]  and  used  for 
Herbarium  labels  by  Jussieu,  March  and  Thouin;  plan  of  the  third 
dissertation ;  the  validity  of  the  Linnean  genus  Pentapetes  is  doubtful ;  asks 
B.  to  check  a  species  of  Dombeya  in  the  Herbarium  of  Linnaeus  now 
belonging  to  J.  E.  Smith;  sends  by  Swediaur  some  plants  and  plates. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  419-421 

1786  Aug.  23  Knows  from  letters  he  has  received  that  his  second  dis¬ 
sertation  and  the  parcel  he  sent  have  arrived;  has  examined  the  Hibiscus 
sent  by  B. ;  list  of  genera  in  his  third  dissertation.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  422 

1787  Feb.  6  His  third  dissertation  is  nearly  completed;  still  awaits  the 
information  mentioned  in  B.’s  letter  of  last  October.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  423 
1787  Feb.  22  Complains  that  he  has  had  no  letter  from  B.  since  last 
October;  sends  his  third  dissertation  for  B.  and  R.S.;  sends  list  of  79 
species  required  for  his  Herbarium,  if  B.  has  duplicates  of  any  of  these 
he  would  be  grateful  for  them.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  424-425 
1787  Apl.  10  Sends  observations  on  Assonia  and  Dombeya ;  the  two 
plants  required  by  B.  cannot  be  found  either  in  the  Herbarium  of  the 
Jardin  du  Roi  or  those  of  his  friends;  is  sorry  not  to  have  seen  J.  E.  Smith 
in  Paris ;  is  about  to  present  to  the  Acad,  his  fourth  dissertation.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  426 
1787  Dec.  7  Enquires  for  news  of  B.,  and  whether  his  work  on  Geranium 
[the  fourth  dissertation],  has  been  received  by  B.  and  R.S.;  is  about  to 
return  to  Paris.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  26 

1787  Dec.  31  *  Apologizes  for  not  having  written;  regrets  he  is  unable 

to  supply  the  plants  wanted  without  damaging  his  own  Herbarium;  sug¬ 
gests  that  C.  should  visit  England  when  his  Herbarium  and  library  would 
be  placed  at  his  disposal.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  427 

1788  Jan.  24  Although  he  has  sent  B.  all  his  works,  regrets  that  B.  has 
refused  to  send  him  spare  plants  from  his  Herbarium;  expects  to  reach 
Paris  in  February  and  go  on  to  London.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  27 

1788  Oct.  12  Sends  his  sixth  dissertation  on  the  Monadelphia  to  B.,  and 
requests  his  comments  and  criticisms.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  159 

1789  May  4  Sends  four  copies  of  his  observations  on  L’Heritier’s 
5  th  fascicle  “for  distribution  among  the  learned  botanists  of  your  country” ; 
describes  his  quarrel  with  L’Heritier.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  157 

1789  Sept.  24  Regrets  he  will  be  unable  to  meet  B.  in  England  as  he  is 
returning  immediately  to  Madrid;  is  taking  with  him  the  54  plates  of  his 
ninth  and  tenth  dissertations  which  will  be  printed  in  Madrid;  recom¬ 
mends  to  B.,  Viborg,  Reader  in  Botany  at  Copenhagen.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  158 

CAVENDISH  (nee  SPENCER),  Georgiana,  Duchess  of  Devonshire  (1757-1806) 

1.  [London]  1794  Nov.  26  Asks  B.  to  subscribe  to  Dr.  Beddoes’s  plan  for  applying 
gases  to  pulmonary  patients.  D.T.C.  9.  124 


10.  Madrid 


11.  [Soho 
Square] 


12.  Madrid 

13.  Paris 

14.  Paris 

15.  Paris 
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Cavendish,  Georgiana,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1794  Nov.  30  *  He  regrets  he  cannot  support  causes  of  which  he  does 

not  approve ;  apart  from  the  Doctor’s  revolutionary  opinions,  he  considers 
his  proposed  treatment  is  likely  to  do  more  harm  than  good.  [ Edw .  Smith, 
189.]  D.T.C.  9.  125 

3.  [London]  1794  Dec.  1  She  is  much  impressed  by  Dr.  Beddoes’s  experiments  and 

thinks  they  should  be  given  fair  and  open  trial ;  she  understands  that  the 
Doctor  has  abjured  his  revolutionary  principles;  she  thinks  B.’s  counten¬ 
ance  to  any  such  undertaking  is  so  important  that  she  feels  inclined  to  urge 
the  Doctor  to  give  up  any  public  trial  without  it.  [Edw.  Smith,  189-190.] 

D.T.C.  9.  126-127 

4.  Soho  Square  1794  Dec.  2  *  Being  unconnected  with  Medicine,  he  cannot  believe  that 

his  support  would  be  of  any  use  to  Dr.  Beddoes ;  the  signature  of  Sir  L.  P. 
[Lucas  Pepys]  or  any  other  fashionable  physician  would  be  of  far  more 
service.  [Edw.  Smith,  190.]  D.T.C.  9.  128-129 


CAVENDISH, 
1.  [Clapham] 


2.  Clapham 


3.  [Clapham] 


4.  Clapham 


5.  Clapham 


Henry,  F.R.S.  (1731-1810).  Natural  Philosopher 
1792  Dec.  3  Returns  the  paper  on  Kempelin’s  chess-player,  and  encloses 
a  letter  received  from  Blagden;  Kempelin’s  machine  appears  to  be  worked 
by  magnets  concealed  in  the  pieces  ;  he  thinks  it  would  be  easy  to  contrive 
a  better  construction  [see  Boulton,  Matthew,  No.  28];  explains  the 
velocity  of  balls  falling  from  the  top  of  a  tower.  D.T.C.  8.  125-126 

[1793]  Sept.  23  Informs  B.  that  Blagden  is  ill  with  fever  at  Frankfort; 
has  received  authority  from  Brooks  to  deliver  Smeaton’s  papers  to  B. ;  has 
called  on  Mr.  Lumsby  [  ?  Lumby]  at  Lincoln,  who  showed  him  what  he 
wanted  to  see  with  great  obligingness,  but  the  weather  was  so  bad  he 
returned  immediately  to  London  without  passing  through  Boston;  the 
white  substance  from  B.’s  mine  [in  Derbyshire]  is  earth  of  alum  not 
combined  with  silicious  earth  but  mixed  with  calcareous  earth;  Kirwan’s 
lac  lunae  seems  to  be  much  the  same  as  that  substance.  D.T.C.  8.  257 
1798  July  23  Encloses  a  sketch  of  the  best  manner  of  trying  experiments 
to  test  the  wear  of  coin ;  if  Hatchett  would  undertake  the  operations,  he 
would  assist  him;  if  he  should  not,  will  have  no  objection  to  experiments 
being  made  by  Cuthbertson  under  his  direction,  but  Hatchett’s  experi¬ 
ments  would  be  more  agreeable  to  him;  it  will  be  necessary  for  Lord 
Liverpool  and  B.  to  confer  about  providing  the  gold;  also  encloses  some 
questions  which  he  wishes  to  be  put  to  Alchorne  [Assay  Master],  when  he 
attends  the  Committee.  D.T.C.  n.  19-20 

1798  Aug.  6  Presumes  that  B.  has  deferred  the  visit  to  the  Mint  on 
Thursday  [Aug.  9]  and  the  meeting  at  B.’s  house;  is  glad  B.  has  persuaded 
Lord  Liverpool  to  alter  the  arrangement  as  it  is  better  that  the  experiments 
should  be  made  by  one  whose  accuracy  may  be  relied  upon ;  sees  no  reason 
why  the  instrument  should  not  be  made  by  the  workmen  of  the  Mint. 

D.T.C.  11.  28 

1802  Oct.  15  [To  Charles  Hatchett.]  As  Lord  Liverpool  wishes  to  know 
whether  any  bad  effects  could  result  from  the  publication  of  his  experi¬ 
ments  on  coin,  desires  H.  to  inform  his  Lordship  that  in  his  opinion  the 
experiments  reveal  much  curious  information  which  deserves  to  be  pub¬ 
lished,  and  there  is  nothing  in  them  that  requires  to  be  kept  secret. 

D.T.C.  13.  283 
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CELS,  Jacques  Martin  (1743-1806).  Botanist 

x,  Paris  1791  Mar.  7  Regrets  his  inability  to  send  the  plant  required  by  B.; 


2.  Paris 

discusses  botanical  questions ;  asks  for  seeds  from  Botany  Bay.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  393-394 

1792  Mar.  29  Thanks  B.  for  sending  him  seeds  through  Aiton;  dis¬ 

cussion  of  botanical  matters;  is  sending  eight  plants  for  Aiton.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  20-21 

3.  Paris 

1800  Apl.  7  [Dated  17  Germinal,  an  8.]  Pays  tribute  to  the  efforts  B. 

has  made  on  behalf  of  French  savants;  La  Billardiere  has  published  an 
account  of  his  voyage;  Ventenat  has  brought  out  some  fasciculi  of  plants 
cultivated  in  his  (C.’s)  garden,  which  is  now  greatly  diminished;  desires 
the  new  ed.  of  Fdortus  Kewensis  and  awaits  the  completion  of  B.’s  catalogue ; 
has  some  living  plants  from  the  voyage  of  Bruguieres  and  Olivier.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  33-34 

4.  Paris 

1801  Dec.  26  [Dated  5  Nivose,  an  10.]  Gives  details  about  the  election 

of  B.  to  the  Institut  Nat.,  also  the  votes  obtained  by  Maskelyne  and 
Flerschel;  expresses  the  high  regard  in  which  B.  is  held  and  their  gratitude 
for  his  efforts  for  Dolomieu.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  152 

CERE,  Auguste  (fl.  1808-1820).  Late  Director  of  Botanic  Garden,  lie  de  France 

1.  lie  Maurice  1820  Sept.  12  Encloses  copy  of  a  Memorial  he  sent  some  months  before 


2.  He  Maurice 

to  Lord  Bathurst;  introduces  himself  as  the  son  of  Jean  Cere  who  was 
Director  of  the  Botanic  Garden  in  the  Colony  and  whom  he  believes  was 
known  to  B. ;  his  military  career  was  ended  by  the  Revolution,  and  on  the 
death  of  his  father  [in  1808]  he  became  Director  of  the  Botanic  Garden, 
and  a  District  Governor;  on  the  capture  of  the  island  in  1810  he  became 
a  British  subject,  but  by  an  arbitrary  act  of  Gen.  Darling,  he  was  deprived 
of  his  appointments,  as  set  out  at  length  in  the  memorial.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  220-221 

[1820  Feb.  25]  [The  copy  is  dated  15  Sept.  1820.]  A  long  petition  to 

Lord  Bathurst  praying  to  be  reinstated  in  his  former  appointment  from 
which  he  was  arbitrarily  dismissed  by  Gen.  Darling  (who  captured  the 
island  in  1810),  in  consequence  of  orders  following  an  outbreak  of  plague 
brought  by  an  infected  British  frigate  from  India.  [French.  Enclosed  in 
No.  1.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  222-227 

CERE,  Lisif 

1.  Wincanton 

1810  July  27  [To  the  Secretary  of  R.S.  See  Young,  Thomas,  Nos.  1,  2.] 

Has  received  a  letter  from  his  father,  Jean  Cere,  Director  of  the  Botanic 
Gardens,  He  de  France,  suggesting  that  he  should  request  R.S.  to  forward 
letters  to  him,  as  he  (the  writer)  has  been  a  prisoner  of  war  for  5  years. 

[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  12 

CERVANTES,  Vicente  (1759-1829).  Botanist 


1.  New  Spain 

t1 795  — ]  [Received  by  B.  15  Nov.  1795;  signed  also  by  Joseph 

Mozino],  De  Seise  had  written  to  B.  in  May  1793  by  [Lieut.  William] 
Broughton  who  had  arrived  from  Nootka  where  he  had  been  with  Van¬ 
couver;  Mozino,  one  of  their  botanists  went  with  him  to  Mexico,  whence  a 
box  of  “curiosities”  was  sent  to  B.  in  charge  of  Broughton,  but  is  feared 

14 — B.L. 
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Cervantes,  Vicente,  continued 

lost ;  sends  by  Pearce,  an  officer  of  the  Marines  returning  to  England,  a  box 
of  specimens,  zoological  and  botanical ;  they  send  also  Cervantes’s  memoir 
on  Cantillo ;  offer  their  services  to  B.  in  New  Spain.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  464-465 


CHALMERS,  George,  F.R.S.  (1742-1825).  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Trade;  Man  of  Letters 

1.  Office  for  1792  Oct-  22  He  has  visited  the  Isle  of  Wight;  while  there  his  health 

Trade  became  worse,  but  Hyde  Park  and  exercise  on  horseback  have  effected  a 

cure;  he  has  edited  [Governor  John]  Hunter’s  Port  Jackson  Journal 
and  Lieut.  King’s  book;  City  Aldermen  have  been  to  Whitehall  “with  a 
foolish  splutter  about  Corn”.  D.T.C.  8.  101-103 

2.  Goatby  1797  Oct.  21  #  Requests  him  to  assist  Dryander  to  obtain  a  passport  for 

a  Swedish  gentleman  from  Gothenburg,  who  is  coming  as  an  assistant 
in  the  library  at  Soho  Square,  in  succession  to  Toerner  who  left  in  the 
summer;  news  that  Mungo  Park  has  returned  to  the  Gambia,  having 
followed  the  course  of  the  Niger  a  long  distance  downstream;  he  is  on  his 
way  home  via  America.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  22900.  355 

3.  Spring  [1 799  Aug.  4]  *  Thanks  him  for  his  book;  he  has  already  read  enough 

Grove  to  be  pleased  with  it  [probably  the  Supplement  to  C.’s  work  on  Shake¬ 
speare,  which  appeared  in  1799].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  22901.  42 

4.  Office  for  1802  July  3  The  merchants  of  Glasgow  wish  to  erect  a  statue  to  Pitt; 

Trade  asks  for  information  on  the  most  suitable  materials,  sculptor,  etc.;  refers 

to  the  statue  of  William  III  in  Glasgow.  D.T.C.  13.  191-192 

5.  Soho  Square  1804  Jan.  17  *  Returns  thanks  for  Capt.  Stenhouse’s  remarks  on  gout 

and  the  use  of  the  steam  bath  as  a  cure ;  asks  whether  a  man  brought  up  in 
the  Church  of  Scotland  and  who  cannot  conscientiously  partake  of  the 
Sacrament  administered  according  to  the  rites  of  the  English  church,  can 
be  appointed  High  Sheriff  of  a  County.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  22901.  166 

6.  Office  for  [1806]  May  31  Sends  references  to  and  remarks  on  three  Acts  of  Parlia- 

Trade  ment  to  encourage  the  raising  and  dressing  of  Hemp  and  Flax  of  26,  27 

and  40  George  III.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  235-236 

7.  Whitehall  1813  Apl.  20  A  long  reply  to  an  enquiry  by  B.  for  information  as  to  the 

interment  of  the  body  of  Charles  I  after  his  execution,  quoting  contem¬ 
porary  and  subsequent  historians,  that  the  coffin  was  to  be  taken  to  Windsor 
and  laid  in  St.  George’s  Chapel;  also  the  condition  of  the  other  coffins  in 
the  vault,  including  that  of  Henry  VIII,  when  the  vault  was  opened  in 
1696;  also  the  non-fulfilment  by  Charles  II  of  his  promise  to  erect  a 
monument  to  his  father,  for  which  he  received  a  grant  of  £70,000.  [See 
Ellis,  Henry,  1,  2.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6306.  15-24 

8.  Spring  1813  Oct.  9  *  Enquired  which  of  the  mistresses  of  Charles  II  begged  him 

Grove  on  her  knees  to  consent  to  the  exclusion  of  his  brother  James  from  the 

succession  to  the  throne.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  22902.  142 

9.  Spring  1815  Jan.  2  *  Returns  two  volumes  of  Rymer’s  Foedera  which  have  been 

Grove  of  great  use  to  him  in  tracing  the  luxury  of  the  12th  century  in  Plate, 

which  appears  from  the  list  of  Plate  of  Piers  Gaveston,  seized  by  his 
enemies  in  1313  at  Newcastle.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  22902.  160 

10.  Soho  Square  1816  June  16  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  a  turtle,  “just  such  a  one 
as  gormands  prefer  to  all  others”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  22902.  179 
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Chalmers,  George,  continued 

ii.  Soho  Square  1818  July  21  *  Expresses  his  thanks  for  a  “volcanic  present”;  he  asks 
for  the  authority  that  declares  “the  extreme  fertilising  power  of  this 
production  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  22902.  227 


CHAMBERLAIN,  H. 

1.  Rio  de  1816  Jan.  27  Has  had  news  of  the  expedition  to  which  Sellow  belongs; 

Janeiro  the  party  were  at  Villa  Vittoria  on  the  coast,  in  December,  where  they  in¬ 

tended  to  rest  and  recoup  their  health  before  starting  on  the  most  dangerous 
part  of  the  journey;  Braunsberg  is  recovering,  Sellow  is  very  ill,  but 
Frierais  is  well;  they  have  made  large  collections  of  plants  and  birds, 
including  15  new  species;  they  set  out  in  the  worst  season  of  the  year,  but 
will  now  be  more  prudent;  postscript  of  10  Feb.  relates  that  Sellow  has 
recovered;  the  two  gardeners  [Bowie  and  Cunningham]  are  about  to 
explore  the  mountains.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  96-97 

D.T.C.  19.  235-236 

2.  Rio  de  1816  Oct.  3  Informs  B.  that  Bowie  has  sailed  for  the  Cape  and  Cunning- 

Janeiro  ham  for  Port  Jackson;  both  are  very  assiduous;  Sellow’s  party  is  now  at 

Caravelos;  regrets  the  departure  of  Bowie  as  there  are  good  prospects 
of  important  collections  which  will  be  garnered  by  St.  Hilaire;  Lalande 
intends  to  return  to  Rio;  he  is  very  skilful  in  preserving  specimens. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  115-116 
D.T.C.  19.  314-317 


CHAMBERLAINE,  William  (1747-1822).  Physician 

1.  Clerkenwell  1792  May  2  He  is  making  research  into  the  efficacy  of  Dolichos  pruriens 

as  a  remedy  for  intestinal  worms ;  he  wishes  to  consult  a  work  by  Dr.  Bloch 
on  the  subject  which  was  published  in  Berlin  in  1782;  as  B.  has  the  only 
copy  of  this  book  in  England,  he  asks  leave  to  consult  it  in  his  library. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  155 

2.  [Clerkenwell]  1793  Mar.  7  Pie  agrees  with  B.  that  Felstead’s  drawings  are  not  suffi¬ 

ciently  accurate  to  satisfy  a  botanist;  P'elstead  is  self-taught  and  has  lacked 
opportunities  for  improvement;  he  will  send  for  the  drawings  and  return 
them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  200-201 

CHAMBRIER  D’OLEIRES,  Jean  Pierre  (1753-1822).  Diplomatist 

1 .  Neuchatel  1 800  Aug.  1  Sends  two  corrected  copies  of  an  article  which  was  published 

by  the  Acad,  of  Sciences  of  Berlin  in  an  uncorrected  state.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  35 


CHAMOULAUD,  Francois.  Aeronaut 

1.  Calcutta  1785  Nov.  10  Offers  to  dedicate  to  B.  the  invention  of  an  aerostatic 

balloon  which  he  has  worked  upon  in  Calcutta;  an  account  of  it  was 
published  in  La  Gazette  de  Vlnde,  Nos.  249  and  267,  1785;  has  opened  a 
subscription-list  so  that  the  balloon  may  be  constructed,  but  although  the 
Governor-General  and  others  have  subscribed,  he  has  not  yet  sufficient 
help;  is  retiring  to  Chandernagor  until  he  receives  B.’s  reply.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  275-276 

2.  Calcutta  1785  Nov.  10  Duplicate  of  the  foregoing.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  279-280 
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3.  Calcutta  1785  Nov.  20  Copy  of  a  similar  letter  addressed  to  Montgolfier  and  to 
R.S.  containing  a  brief  description  of  the  proposed  balloon,  dated  10  Oct. 
1785.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  277-278 


CHAPLIN,  Charles,  Landowner  and  Stockbreeder 

1.  Tathwell  1792  May  22  Describes  the  invention  of  a  machine  for  faking  barley; 

asks  B.’s  advice  as  to  applying  for  a  patent  and  requests  him  to  bring  it  to 
the  notice  of  agricultural  societies  and  others  interested.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  69 

2.  Tathwell  1792  June  5  Steps  are  being  taken  to  apply  for  a  patent  for  the  falting 

machine;  remarks  on  combing  and  spinning  of  wool.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  71 


3.  Tathwell  1792  June  21  Marsh,  the  inventor  of  the  falting  machine,  has  applied  for 
a  patent,  and  a  caveat  has  been  entered  to  prevent  others  from  making  it ; 
price  of  the  machine.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  73 


4.  Blankney  1798  Mar.  7  Has  attended  the  Militia  ballot  at  Lincoln  where  there  was 
great  discontent  amongst  the  men  at  not  receiving  average  money 
which  they  considered  themselves  entitled  to;  quotes  passages  from  the 
relative  Act  of  Parliament;  conceives  that  resentment  and  perhaps  riots 
will  ensue  and  asks  B.’s  opinion.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  40 


CHAPLIN,  George  (d.  1835).  Landowner  and  Stockbreeder 

1.  Tathwell  1802  May  4  Intends  if  possible  to  visit  Coke’s  sheep  show  at  Holkham; 

valuation  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s  and  Coke’s  sheep;  fears  the  valuer 
may  prevail  upon  Coke  to  exclude  his  (Chaplin’s)  sheep  from  being 
shown  at  Holkham;  effect  on  the  wool  of  the  sheep  travelling  to  Woburn; 
weight  of  8  ewes  killed  at  Lincoln.  Dawson  MS.  47.  77-78 


CHAPMAN,  William  (1749-1832).  Civil  Engineer 

1.  York  Hotel,  1808  Apl.  12  Endorses  printed  matter  describing  his  patented  process  of 
Blackfriars  preventing  dry-rot  and  other  damage  to  ropes  and  cordages,  together  with 
chemical  tests  by  William  Allen.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  273-276 

CHARLOTTE  SOPHIA,  H.M.  Queen  (1744-1818).  Consort  of  George  III 

1.  Queen’s  1816  Oct.  15  Thanks  B.  and  Lady  Banks  for  the  gift  of  a  Cameo  portrait 
House  of  the  King;  she  considers  it  an  excellent  likeness  and  one  of  the  best 

profiles  she  has  seen.  [Holograph,  written  by  the  Queen’s  own  hand  and 
signed  Charlotte.]  Webster  Coll.  <2) 

CHARRETlE,  Jean.  French  Commissary  in  London 

1.  [Soho  Square  1796]  June  16*  Acknowledges  minute  from  the  French  Minister  of  Mar¬ 

ine  which  provides  an  unanswerable  argument  in  favour  of  returning 
[Labillardiere’s]  collections;  has  asked  for  an  interview  with  Lord  Grenville 
to  discuss  it,  and  will  advise  result.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  7 

2.  Soho  Square  1796  June  24  *  Has  at  last  been  able  to  interview  Lord  Grenville  about 

returning  Labillardiere’s  collections,  and  left  him  far  more  inclined  to 
consider  it  favourably ;  he  has  promised  a  final  answer  soon. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  142 
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,  continued 

1796  July  22  *  Wishes  to  see  him  personally  to  discuss  Labillardiere’s 
collections;  is  most  anxious  they  should  be  returned  both  on  personal 
grounds  and  for  the  credit  of  science;  has  written  to  Lord  Grenville  in 
the  strongest  terms  urging  his  consent.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  145 

1796  July  31  *  He  saw  Lord  Grenville  at  Windsor  and  was  told  the  col¬ 
lections  would  be  restored ;  he  made  appointment  to  discuss  the  matter  in 
his  office.  [Memo,  by  B.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  146 

1796  Aug.  4  *  Saw  Lord  Grenville  in  his  office  and  was  informed  that 
he  is  at  liberty  to  return  the  collections ;  he  hoped  they  might  be  shipped 
in  the  next  cartel.  [Memo,  by  B.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  146  (2) 

[1796]  Aug.  10  *  Is  now  authorized  to  return  the  whole  of  the  collections 
of  Labillardiere  and  requests  C.  to  call  upon  him  to  discuss  details  of 
packing  and  transport.  [ Brougham ,  2.  389]  Kew:  B.C.  3.  5 

1796  Aug.  10  Expresses  his  satisfaction  at  the  return  of  the  collection, 
and  desires  to  call  upon  B.  to  thank  him  personally  and  to  discuss  the  best 
method  of  putting  the  matter  into  execution.  [French .]  [Brougham  2.  380.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  73 

1797  Mar.  16  Sends  a  large  consignment  of  scientific  books  from  the 
Institut  National  and  encloses  letter  from  Lallemant  specifying  them  and 
asking  for  Phil.  Trans,  and  other  English  publications  in  return. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  157 

1797  Mar.  18  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  communication  and  the  books, 
and  for  restoring  communication  between  the  Institut  and  R.S.  [N.R.R.S. 
9.  259-260].  D.T.C.  10.  (1).  116-117 

[1797]  Nov.  2  *  Sends  a  note  from  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  Institut,  from  Guey,  the  son,  the  father  having  died;  hopes  the 
ship  has  arrived  and  that  the  boxes  have  been  found;  French  interest  in 
science  is  shown  by  the  expedition  of  D’Entrecasteaux. 

Dawson  MS.  46.  34 

- *  Sends  book,  and  asks  if  the  superscription  should  be  altered. 

[Undated  draft.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37951.  11 


CHATHAM,  Earl  of — See  Pitt,  John. 

CHAULNES,  Louis  Marie  Joseph,  Due  de,  F.R.S.  (1741-1793).  Army  Officer  and  Savant 


[Paris 


2.  Paris 


3.  Paris 


1782 — ]  [Received  by  B.  12  Dec.]  Sends  a  memoir  on  fusible  salt  of 

urine  and  on  phosphoric  acid  which  Swediaer  [Schwediaur]  has  suggested 
might  be  published  in  Phil.  Trans. ;  also  sends  copy  of  his  work  on  Hiero¬ 
glyphics  which  he  would  also  like  to  have  published  by  R.S.  [It  was 
published  in  Paris  in  1783.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  71-72 

1783  Feb.  13  Thanks  B.  for  presenting  his  memoir  on  fusible  salts,  etc., 
to  R.S.,  but  considers  his  other  work  as  far  more  important,  and  is  anxious 
that  it  should  be  accepted  by  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries;  asks  B.  to  send  him 
the  published  volumes  of  Archaeologia  through  Swediaer  [Schwediaur]. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  157-158 

1783  Apl.  18  Thanks  B.  for  sending  his  Egyptian  manuscript  to  the  Soc. 
of  Antiquaries;  gives  further  particulars  of  the  first  printed  version  of  it 
[Sur  un  Monument  Egyptien,  Paris,  1777]  and  the  present  revised  and 
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greatly  expanded  version;  sends  copy  of  his  letter  to  Fourcroy  (q.v.)  the 
commissioner  appointed  to  report  on  Pilatre  de  Rozier’s  experiments. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  159 

4.  Paris  1783  June  13  Has  met  Blagden  in  Paris;  asks  if  his  letter  requesting  B. 

to  send  a  cast  of  “the  whitish  stone’’  in  the  British  Museum  has  gone 
astray;  he  had  already  sent  a  message  to  B.  to  this  effect  by  Count  Zenobio. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  160 

CHAVANNES,  Daniel  Alexandre  (1765-1846).  Professor  of  Zoology,  Lausanne 

1.  Lausanne  1818  Dec.  18  Recommends  Emmanuel  Thomas  of  Bex,  who  is  coming  to 

England  to  sell  Swiss  plants  collected  and  grown  by  him;  he  is  the  son  of 
Abraham  Thomas,  a  collaborator  of  the  great  Haller.  Brabourne,  1 21-122 

B.  Clerk  to  Lincoln  Lieutenancy 

1796  Nov.  21  Sends  copy  of  resolution  passed  at  a  General  Meeting  of 
the  Lieutenancy  at  Lincoln  on  18th  Nov.  returning  thanks  to  B.,  Coltman 
(q.v.),  and  others  for  their  exertions  during  the  recent  riots. 

Lindsey.  3.  1.  26 

1798  Jan.  15  Encloses  copy  of  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the 
Duke  of  Ancaster  stating  that  the  King  intends  to  call  out  part  of  the  Sup¬ 
plemental  Militia,  up  to  one-third  of  its  strength;  has  circulated  this  to  all 
gentlemen  holding  commissions.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  30 

CHENEVIX,  Richard,  F.R.S.  (1774-1830).  Chemist  and  Mineralogist 

1.  Leipzig  1803  Sept.  25  His  departure  from  Paris  was  delayed  by  the  absence  of 

those  who  could  assist  him ;  on  the  return  of  Berthollet  and  Chaptal  he  at 
once  obtained  a  passport ;  Laplace’s  conduct  to  him  excited  indignation  and 
contempt;  for  particulars  of  this  refers  B.  to  Blagden  and  Hatchett;  B.’s 
letters  of  introduction  have  procured  him  the  acquaintance  of  many 
interesting  men;  Tromsdorf  at  Jena  has  discovered  a  new  metal;  describes 
his  experiments;  the  mineralogical  cabinet  at  Jena  has  been  enriched  by 
the  collections  of  Prince  Gallitzin ;  Ritter  has  made  great  advances  in 
Galvanism ;  detailed  account  of  his  methods ;  Guyton  at  Paris  in  an  experi¬ 
ment  with  Mercury  and  Platina  obtained  a  button  of  Palladium  which  he 
exhibited  at  the  Institut ;  laments  the  slowness  of  scientific  communication 
between  England  and  Germany ;  Zach  at  Gotha  has  undertaken  to  measure 
a  degree  of  latitude  and  longitude;  Ferguson  has  taken  charge  of  the  stones 
that  fell  in  Normandy,  which  Biot  is  presenting  to  the  British  Museum; 
he  (F.)  is  now  a  prisoner  of  war  in  France;  on  his  release  he  wishes  to 
attend  B.’s  soirees.  D.T.C.  14.  141-149 

2.  Dresden  [1804]  June  24  Has  sent  his  paper  on  Palladium  by  Knox  for  R.S.;  its 

main  divisions  are:  (1)  metals  can  exercise  an  affinity  on  each  other  so  that 
the  properties  of  one  or  more  in  the  same  circumstances  may  be  so  altered 
as  to  be  no  longer  recognized;  (2)  applies  this  general  principle  to  Platina 
and  Mercury,  and  proves  that  Mercury  can  be  fixed  and  retained  by 
Platina  after  the  alloy  has  been  fused;  (3)  Palladium;  his  own  paper  will 
not  interfere  with  the  medal  he  has  offered  for  the  best  paper  on  Palladium; 
wishes  to  make  the  competition  as  open  and  general  as  possible,  and  thinks 
the  authors’  names  should  be  suppressed  until  the  papers  have  been 
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adjudged;  further  details  of  his  plan  and  intentions;  Ferguson  is  now  free 
and  in  a  few  days  they  will  set  out  together  for  Silesia;  if  B.  will  draw  up 
the  advertisement  of  the  medal  with  the  modifications  he  has  suggested, 
he  will  have  it  inserted  in  the  French  and  German  journals;  his  poor 
opinion  of  German  scientists.  D.T.C.  14.  285-288 

3.  Freyberg  1804  Aug.  17  Has  heard  from  Blagden  that  B.  intends  to  engage  R.S. 

to  take  part  in  the  medal  he  proposed  or  generally  to  promote  methods  to 
set  the  true  nature  of  Palladium  beyond  doubt ;  suggests  a  plan  for  making 
awards;  before  the  plan  is  decided  upon,  an  attempt  must  be  made  to 
trace  the  discoverer,  whose  style  and  chemical  phrases  sound  like  alchemy ; 
Fidler,  the  instrument-maker,  told  him  that  a  friend  of  his,  a  hair-dresser 
at  Islington,  told  him  in  secret  some  years  ago  about  Platina  and  his 
investigations  thereon,  and  later,  about  a  year  before  Palladium  was  offered 
for  sale,  added  that  he  had  fixed  Mercury;  he  hopes  the  reward  offered 
will  attract  him,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  he  insisted  that  the  compet¬ 
ing  papers  must  be  anonymous;  if  B.  thinks  that  money  would  be  a  greater 
inducement  than  a  medal,  he  will  modify  the  conditions  accordingly; 
remarks  upon  Blagden’s  observations  on  his  plan.  D.T.C.  15.  37-41 

4.  Overton  1804  Sept.  19  *  He  sees  no  objection  to  the  suggested  advertisement  of 

a  reward  for  work  upon  Palladium;  the  rules  of  R.S.  lay  it  down  that  all 
papers  for  Phil.  Trans,  must  bear  the  author’s  name  and  he  cannot  set  it 
aside,  though  the  name  may  be  kept  secret  until  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  has  been  made;  has  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  offer 
will  not  produce  any  satisfactory  elucidation;  he  cannot  agree  that  the 
discoverer  is  uneducated  or  deficient  in  chemical  knowledge,  and  suspects 
the  story  of  the  hair-dresser;  he  doubts  if  Wollaston  will  accept  the  pro¬ 
posal  ‘  ‘  the  form  of  the  thing  appears  too  like  a  Wager,  a  mode  of  proceeding 
often  practised  at  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  but  scarcely  admissible  in  the 
Royal  Society”;  rejoices  that  he  (C.)  has  solved  the  fixation  of  Mercury. 

de  Beer  Coll.  22 
D.T.C.  15.  122-124 

5.  [Freyberg]  1804  Nov.  7  In  reply  to  B.’s  letter,  he  thinks  the  papers  may  be 

delivered  to  R.S.  without  name,  but  the  author  may  afterwards  make 
himself  known ;  it  is  less  important  that  the  paper  should  be  printed  than 
that  the  truth  should  be  known ;  has  no  doubt  that  the  metal  sold  by  Mrs. 
Forster  is  Palladium;  the  proposal  he  meant  for  Wollaston  is  indeed  a 
wager,  but  he  never  intended  that  R.S.  should  have  any  part  in  the  terms 
or  the  decision  of  the  result,  which  is  a  private  matter;  he  proposes  an 
advertisement  that  if  the  discoverer  of  Palladium  would  treat  on  reasonable 
terms,  a  mode  will  be  adopted  and  he  can  still  keep  his  incognito ;  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  mention  Wollaston’s,  his  own,  or  any  other  name; 
Ritter’s  experiments  in  Galvanism,  and  the  attitude  of  Volta. 

D.T.C.  15.  168-170 

6.  Soho  Square  1805  Mar.  22  *  Wollaston’s  declaration  that  he  is  the  inventor  of 

Palladium  has  made  a  sensation,  but  not  in  his  favour,  for  men  of  science 
who  are  secretive  are  less  esteemed  than  those  who  are  open  and  com¬ 
municative;  his  reason,  however,  is  justifiable ;  he  had  purchased  a  large 
quantity  of  Platina  in  order  to  make  money  by  the  manufacture  of 
crucibles,  which  are  sold  in  his  name  by  Cary,  the  instrument-maker; 
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Wollaston  much  embarrassed  B.  by  telling  him  his  secret  in  strict 
confidence  in  Nov.  1803;  his  reason  was  fear  of  being  blamed  if  the 
Council  awarded  the  [Copley]  medal  to  Chenevix,  a  disclosure  for  which 
there  was  no  occasion ;  the  surprise  at  R.S.  was  very  great  when  Wollaston 
read  his  paper;  no  chemist  in  or  out  of  the  R.S.  will  ever  again  com¬ 
municate  with  him  in  the  same  open  manner  as  formerly;  mentions  a 
theory  that  the  Egyptians  used  Petroleum  in  embalming;  Hatchett 
continues  his  researches  in  resin  and  bitumen.  D.T.C.  15.  338-340 

CHICHESTER,  Earl  of — See  Pelham,  Thomas. 

CHICHESTER,  — .  Customs  and  Excise  Officer 

1.  Custom  I794  Dec.  13  The  bearer  will  deliver  16  Tortoises,  alive  and  dead,  but 
House  not  the  trunk  [see  Broussonet,  P.  M.  A.,  Nos.  116,  117,  121];  the  butt 

of  sherry  for  which  B.  sent  the  bill  of  lading  was  on  board  the  Crow  Isle, 
not  the  Britannia ;  if  B.  will  send  the  key  of  the  trunk,  it  can  be  discharged 
and  delivered.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  244 

CHITTENDEN,  Edmund.  Fish  Cultivator 

1.  Northiam  1788  Nov.  14  Sends  particulars  of  the  number  of  Carp  and  Tench 

taken  from  and  put  into  the  fish-ponds  at  Revesby  when  he  overhauled 
them.  Hill  Coll.  2.  28 

CHLADNI,  Ernst  Florens  Friedrich.  Physicist 

1.  Wittenberg,  1787  May  4  Sends  B.  his  book  on  the  theory  of  Sound  [ Entdeckungen 
Saxony  iiber  die  Theorie  des  Klanges,  Leipzig,  1787]  for  presentation  to  R.S. 

[Latin.]  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  13 

CHOLMONDELEY,  George  James  (1752-1830).  Commissioner  of  Excise 

1.  London  1792  July  24  Regrets  he  was  unable  to  attend  the  Levee  and  was  there¬ 

fore  unable  to  meet  B. ;  he  is  leaving  for  the  country. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  170 

CHOTEX,  Comte  de 

1.  Vienna  1802  Jan.  10  With  many  compliments,  asks  for  a  copy  of  B.’s  Library 

Catalogue;  has  retired  from  public  life  and  devotes  his  time  to  his  family 
and  his  library ;  has  established  a  Botanic  Garden  and  has  a  collection  of 
books  on  geography,  physics,  natural  history,  etc. ;  books  can  be  sent 
through  the  Austrian  Minister  in  England.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  381-382 

CHRISTIE,  Thomas  (1761-1796).  Political  and  Scientific  Writer 

1.  Paris  1789  Nov.  16  He  set  out  with  some  misgivings  owing  to  the  unsettled 

state  of  France ;  he  considers  the  reports  exaggerated ;  he  sends  a  prospectus 
of  Bloch’s  new  work  on  Fishes;  there  is  much  publishing  of  political  books 
in  France;  he  had  intended  a  medical  career,  but  followed  his  father  in 
commerce,  though  deeply  interested  in  science. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  270-272 
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CHRISTOPHE,  Henri  (1767-1820).  King  of  Haiti 

1.  Palace  at  1819  July  29  It  is  long  since  he  has  heard  from  B.,  but  has  learned  that 
Beury  he  has  been  seriously  ill  and  wishes  him  speedy  recovery ;  public  education 

is  progressing  in  Haiti  and  six  more  schools  have  been  established,  on  the 
English  model,  in  the  interior  of  his  country;  has  always  counted  B.  as  one 
of  the  best  friends  of  Haiti,  a  relationship  he  regards  as  precious.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  219 


CHRISTOPHER,  John.  Army  Officer 

1.  Kingston,  1783  June  20  He  wrote  to  B.  on  10th  April  and  sent  a  duplicate  of  the 
Jamaica  letter  on  10th  May,  1782;  since  then,  he  has  been  on  active  service  and 

took  part  in  the  retaking  of  the  town  at  Black  River  from  the  Spaniards; 
he  was  sent  back  to  Jamaica  and  then  on  an  expedition  through  Panama  to 
S.  America  with  a  troop  of  native  guides,  describes  the  journey  and  the 
barrenness  of  the  country ;  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  sending  specimens 
to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  201-203 


CHURCHILL,  George  Spencer,  Marquis  of  Blandford,  afterwards  5th  Duke  of  Marlborough 
(1766-1840) 

1.  Bill  Hill  1797  Dec.  1  Professes  a  passion  for  Botany,  and  had  understood  that  it 

was  the  King’s  desire  that  he  should  be  given  some  of  the  rare  plants  at 
Kew;  on  calling  there  he  found  Aiton  unwilling  to  part  with  any  plants, 
although  he  ultimately  gave  him  a  few ;  he  complains  of  ungenerous  treat¬ 
ment;  he  considers  either  Aiton  or  himself  to  be  mistaken  about  the 
King’s  intentions,  and  asks  for  the  intervention  of  B.  to  satisfy  his  wishes. 

Dazvson  MS.  45.  18-20 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  210-213 

2.  Soho  Square  1797  Dec.  4  *  Gives  a  courteous  but  censorious  reply:  states  that  “the 

King’s  orders  to  me  was  that  your  Lordship  should  have  such  plants  from 
Kew  Garden  as  you  wanted  &  could  properly  be  spared;  it  is  upon  the 
interpretation  of  the  word  properly  that  your  Lordship  &  me  can  possibly 
differ”;  owing  to  various  circumstances,  the  garden  cannot  spare  so  many 
plants  as  formerly,  and  gentlemen’s  gardeners  cannot  be  allowed  to  select 
for  themselves.  [See  Cameron,  79-81.]  Dawson  MS.  45.  21 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  214-216 

3.  Bill  Hill  1797  Dec.  5  He  still  considers  that  he  has  a  grievance  and  that  he  and  his 

gardener  have  been  misrepresented  by  Aiton;  accuses  Aiton  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  him,  quoting  alleged  instances ;  he  is  in  treaty  for  the  purchase 
of  White  Knights,  Reading.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  217-219 

4.  [Soho  Square  1805  July  17]  *  He  sends  a  list  of  plants  that  can  now  be  spared  from 

Kew;  if  they  are  acceptable,  they  will  be  given  to  the  agent  appointed  by 
his  Lordship  to  receive  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  216  vo. 


CHURCHMAN,  John  (1753-1805).  Land  Surveyor  and  Mathematician 

1.  Soho  Square  1787  Sept.  1  *  Acknowledges  his  letter  on  the  Variation  of  the  Compass 
and  urges  him  to  pursue  his  studies,  which  seem  likely  to  be  beneficial  to 
science;  the  R.S.  has  just  moved  into  a  new  house  and  observations  are 
now  in  progress;  when  more  definite  results  are  obtained,  he  will  inform 
him.  [Original  in  Harvard  College.]  Dawson  MS.  46.  97 
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2.  Philadelphia  1787  Sept.  29  Asks  B.  to  present  enclosed  memorial  to  the  Board  of 

Longitude  on  his  scheme  for  determining  longitude  by  variations  of  the 
compass;  fears  he  may  be  forestalled  by  Benjamin  Workman  and  others 
working  on  his  principles,  and  enters  a  caveat;  refers  to  William  Dillwyn, 
George  Adams  and  Dr.  Franklin  in  discussing  his  theories.  [He  published 
a  memoir  on  his  method  in  1789.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  28-29 

3.  [Soho  Square - ]  *  If  his  papers  have  reached  the  hands  of  Sir  Harry  Parker,  he  may 

rely  on  their  being  laid  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Longitude 
and  that  every  attention  will  be  paid  to  his  claim  for  priority  without  the 
interference  of  B.  [See  Dillwyn,  No.  i]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  31 

4.  Philadelphia  1788  May  8  Gives  further  information  about  his  methods ;  thanks  B.  for 

help  and  information;  mentions  Thomas  Jefferson  (American  Ambassador 
in  Paris)  and  J.  A.  Euler  in  this  connection;  describes  a  “botanical 
curiosity”  observed  by  himself.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  31-32 

5.  Philadelphia  1789  Oct.  21  Sends  copy  of  his  Address  [to  Members  of  the  different 

Learned  Societies  in  Europe  and  America  in  support  of  the  principles  of 
Magnetic  Variation ,  and  their  application  in  determining  Longitude  at  Sea, 
Philadelphia,  1789.]  Tregaskis,  10.  83 

6.  Philadelphia  1792  Jan.  7  Is  endeavouring  to  obtain  a  passport  to  go  to  Baffin’s  Bay 

to  make  “magnetic  experiments”  as  explained  in  his  pamphlet;  hopes 
Congress  and  the  British  authorities  will  fit  out  two  vessels  for  the  expedi¬ 
tion  as  the  cost  would  be  beyond  the  means  of  a  private  person ;  asks  for 
B.’s  help  and  influence  and  names  numerous  European  scientists  and 
learned  societies  who  think  favourably  of  his  plans ;  asks  for  particulars  of 
exact  variation  near  Land’s  End.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  22-25 

7.  [London]  1792  Nov.  8  Plas  come  from  America  with  introductions  to  Benjamin 

West  and  Robert  Barclay,  both  of  whom  are  out  of  town ;  is  waiting  at  B.’s 
door  for  an  interview.  [With  note  by  B.  that  he  saw  him,  does  not  agree 
with  his  theories,  and  could  therefore  not  assist  him  to  procure  a  passage 
or  licence  from  the  Hudson  Bay  Co.  to  visit  the  Magnetic  Pole.] 


8.  Boston 


9.  [Boston] 


10.  [Boston] 


D.T.C.  8.  107-108 

1801  Feb.  4  Has  already  sent  to  R.S.  a  copy  of  the  3rd  ed.  of  his  Magnetic 
Atlas  and  now  sends  the  charts;  he  has  deposited  copies  at  Stationers’ 
Hall  to  secure  copyright;  has  read  with  interest  a  paper  by  Correia  de 
Serra  ( q.v .)  on  the  encroachment  of  the  sea  on  the  Lincolnshire  coast;  he 
himself  had  written  a  paper  on  sea  encroachment  for  the  French  Academy, 
and  Monge  was  directed  to  have  observations  made  for  a  year  at  Brest. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  36-37 

1804  Mar.  8  Conscious  of  the  imperfections  of  geography,  he  has 
devised  an  easy  and  accurate  method  of  calculating  altitudes  and  laying 
down  maps  on  the  principles  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  which  will  be  of  great 
utility  in  choosing  situations  for  dwellings,  cultivation,  excavation,  road 
and  canal  construction,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  339-340 

1804  Apl.  26  Discusses  encroachment  of  the  sea  in  some  parts  of  the 
world  and  retreat  in  others;  mentions  the  excavation  of  boats  on  inland 
sites,  the  submerged  city  of  Vineta  in  the  Baltic  and  the  wrecks  that  have 
been  occasioned  by  ships  striking  upon  its  buildings,  also  observations  by 
Capts.  Cook  and  Vancouver;  has  written  on  the  subject  to  the  French 
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Academy,  and  Monge,  then  Minister  of  Marine,  has  ordered  observations 
to  be  made  at  Brest;  encroachment  on  the  coast  of  Holland;  wishes  R.S. 
would  undertake  observations  in  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  341-342 

CIRILLO,  Domenico  (1739-1799).  Botanist 

1.  Naples  1788  Nov.  5  Informs  B.  that  as  he  esteems  him  so  highly  he  is  dedicating 

his  first  volume  on  rare  plants  to  him  [D.  Cirilli .  .  .  Plantarum  rariarum 
regni  Neapolitani,  1788-92];  sends  copies  of  the  work,  and  offers  his 
services  “in  this  part  of  the  world”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  168 

2.  Naples  1789  Nov.  5  Thanks  B.  for  accepting  his  “botanical  performance”;  is 

sending  the  first  volume  of  his  work  on  rare  insects  [D.  Cirilli .  .  .  Ento- 
mologiae  Neapolitanae  specimen  primum,  1787] ;  renews  his  offer  of  service. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  303 

Cl  VOLAR  I,  Francesco 

1.  Capri  1805  Mar.  12  The  encouragement  given  by  two  National  Institutes  to  his 

Evoluzione  has  induced  him  to  announce  it  to  various  members  of  the 
Societa  Italiana  dei  Scienze.  [Italian.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  383 

CLANCARTY,  Earl  of — See  Trench,  Richard  Le  Poer. 


CLANRICARDE,  Earls  of — See  De  Burgh,  Henry,  and  John  Smith. 

CLARENDON,  Earl  of — See  Villiers,  Thomas. 

CLARK,  Bracy  (1771-1860).  Veterinary  Surgeon  and  Naturalist 

1.  Giltspur  1814  Feb.  3  Sends  a  copy  of  his  publication  on  the  better  understanding 

Street  of  the  Horse.  [Description  of  the  Section  of  the  Horse,  1813.] 

Myers,  Feb.  1935.  40 

2.  Giltspur  1814  Nov.  2  Sends  a  copy  of  another  work  on  the  Horse.  [An  advance 

Street  copy  of  Essay  on  the  Bots  of  Horses,  published  in  1815.] 

Maggs.  317.  (1917).  153 


CLARKE,  Rev.  Edward  Daniel  (1769-1822).  Mineralogist;  Cambridge  University  Librarian 

1.  Soho  Square  181S  Mar.  25  *  Thanks  him  for  his  letter  concerning  86  manuscripts 

collected  at  Aleppo  and  Damascus  [by  J.  L.  Burckhardt  ( q.v .)  and  be¬ 
queathed  by  him  to  Cambridge] ;  two  cases  more  are  expected  from  Cairo ; 
asks  if  he  has  a  vote  which  may  be  given  by  proxy  for  the  election  of  the 
Woodwardian  Professor.  Clarke  Corr.  2.  141 

2.  Soho  Square  1818  Apl.  2  *  He  has  not  seen  Wollaston  in  order  to  obtain  the  informa¬ 

tion  asked  for,  but  he  has  heard  from  Sir  H[umphry]  Davy  that  he  has 
found  the  Alkali  enquired  about  in  Petalite.  Clarke  Corr.  2.  147 

3.  Soho  Square  1818  May  16  *  As  he  believes  Gorham  to  be  the  most  suitable  person 

for  the  Woodwardian  Professorship,  asks  C.  to  be  his  proxy  and  give  his 
vote;  informs  him  that  Sir  H.  Davy  has  devised  a  method  of  unrolling 
the  Herculaneum  Papyri  and  he  hopes  the  result  will  be  the  recovery  of 
the  lost  works  of  writers  of  antiquity.  Clarke  Corr.  2.  158 
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CLARKE,  Dr.  — 

i.  Soho  Square  1812  Mar.  3  *  Invites  him  to  breakfast  at  Soho  Square  on  Thursday  or 
Friday  next  [5th,  6th  Mar.] ;  he  is  so  much  occupied  by  Bills  in  Parliament 
that  he  cannot  fix  any  other  time.  [Addressed:  “Dr.  Clarke,  Greenwich 
Park”.]  N.M.M.  42  MS.  9940 


CLARKSON,  Thomas  (1760-1846).  Philanthropist 

1.  [London  1787  May  9]  Is  informed  that  Mr.  [William]  Brass  was  sent  to  Africa 

at  the  expense  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  B.,  and  others  to  collect 
plants ;  is  informed  that  Brass  found  the  Nutmeg  tree  near  the  Gold  Coast; 
enquires  where  his  collections  now  are,  and  desires  a  list  of  them  to  serve 
the  cause  of  humanity.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  12c 

2.  [Soho  1 787  May  10  *  It  is  true  that  Brass  was  sent  to  Africa  by  a  group  of 

Square]  gentlemen,  but  is  unaware  that  he  found  the  Nutmeg;  his  collections  were 

divided  among  the  subscribers,  and  the  remainder  after  his  death  sold  to 
Brookes  in  Tottenham  Court  Road;  he  has  some  dried  plants,  and  will 
answer  any  questions  C.  chooses  to  ask  if  his  object  is  to  promote  the 
cause  of  humanity.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  121 


CLAUSEN,  Holgr  Peter.  Danish  Iceland  Merchant 

1.  Copenhagen  1814  June  28  He  thanks  B.  on  behalf  of  the  Iceland  merchants  for  all 
his  exertions  on  their  behalf;  he  desires  to  be  appointed  British  Consul  in 
Copenhagen.  Maggs.  317.  (1917).  163 


CLAYPON, 
1.  Bates’s 
Hotel, 
Adelphi 


Bartholomew  (fl.  1774-1792).  Banker  of  Boston,  Lines. 

[1792]  June  21  He  desires  to  confer  with  B.  on  the  proposed  cut  from 
Cowbet  to  the  Wisbech  river;  as  he  owns  200  acres  of  land  which  would 
be  much  improved  thereby,  he  is  most  anxious  to  promote  the  scheme. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  164 


C  LEA  WAT,  Benjamin.  Botanist 

1.  Isleworth  1765  June  14  Acknowledges  the  loan  of  “Sr  George  Wheeler”  [Rev.  Sir 
George  Wheler,  Journey  into  Greece ,  1682];  gives  information  of  plants 
found  in  North  Kent,  including  many  Orchids,  as  B.  is  about  to  explore 
that  region.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  3 


CLERKE,  Charles  (1741-1779).  Captain,  R.N. ;  Circumnavigator 


Resolution, 

Sheerness 


Discovery, 

Plymouth 

Resolution, 
at  Sea 


1772  May  31  Regrets  that  B.  will  not  accompany  the  expedition;  thanks 
him  for  seeing  Lord  Rochford  and  for  many  kindnesses  on  his  behalf; 
Capt.  Cook  never  explained  his  scheme  of  stowage,  but  kept  his  plans 
secret ;  has  had  a  visit  from  [Sir  Hugh]  Palliser  to  examine  the  ship ;  hopes 
to  write  again  from  Plymouth.  D.T.C.  1.  33-34 

1776  Aug.  1  He  joined  the  ship  [on  30th  July]  and  had  to  send  two  men 
ashore,  one  with  smallpox,  to  hospital ;  as  the  wind  is  fair,  intends  to  sail 
to-morrow;  will  write  again  from  the  Cape.  Webster  Coll.  <3) 

1779  Aug.  18  The  disorder  with  which  he  was  attacked  when  in  the 
King’s  Bench  Prison  has  proved  consumptive;  has  not  had  a  day’s  good 
health  since  he  sailed  and  is  now  confined  to  bed  and  does  not  expect  to 
recover  [he  died  4  days  later,  22nd  Aug.] ;  hopes  his  friends  will  remember 
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him  kindly  as  having  always  tried  to  do  his  duty  faithfully;  has  made  the 
best  collection  he  was  able  of  objects  for  B.,  to  whom  he  has  bequeathed 
it  in  his  will;  sends  farewell  message  to  Solander;  recommends  to  B., 
Ellis,  surgeon’s  mate,  who  will  bring  his  drawings  and  accounts  of  birds, 
etc. ;  also  his  two  clerks,  W.  Dewar  and  Gregory  Bentham,  and  his  friend 
[Capt.]  King;  his  final  farewell.  D.T.C.  i.  266-267 


CLEWLOW,  James  Hamilton.  Clerk,  R.N. 


1.  H.M.S. 
Powerful  at 
Longreach 


2.  London 


1783  Sept.  5  The  Surgeon’s  Mate  of  his  ship,  named  John  Nicholas 
Foer[s]ch,  of  German  origin,  claims  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  B., 
who,  he  states,  has  subscribed  to  a  work  he  intends  to  publish  on  the  East 
Indies;  he  also  claims  to  be  F.R.S.;  suspects  these  claims  and  warns  B., 
if  it  is  an  imposture.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  21 1 

1783  Sept.  6  *  Foersch  was  introduced  to  him  by  Dr.  Lind;  it  is  true 
that  he  is  a  subscriber  to  F.’s  proposed  work,  but  it  is  not  true  that  F.  is  a 
Fellow  of  R.S.;  he  knows  nothing  of  him  and  subscribed  to  his  work 
more  from  benevolence  than  from  knowledge.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  212 


CLINTON,  H. 
1.  Welbeck 
Street 


H.  Army  Officer 

1801  Feb.  8  Informs  B.  that  “the  person  intended  to  go  on  discoveries”, 
[Robert  Brown],  can  retain  his  rank  of  Ensign  in  the  Fencible  Regiment, 
but  not  that  of  Surgeon  or  Assistant  Surgeon;  if  his  regiment  is  in  Ireland, 
application  must  be  made  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  if  in  England,  to  the 
Duke  of  York.  [See  Cooke,  Edward,  No.  1 ;  Durham,  James.] 

Brown  Corr.  3.  in 
D.T.C.  12.  180 


CLITHEROW,  Richard.  Solicitor 

1.  Horncastle  1796  Dec.  13  On  his  return  from  attending  the  Petty  Sessions  at  Gains¬ 

borough,  Winterton  and  Caistor,  for  enrolling  men  in  the  Navy,  he 
received  B.’s  letter  requesting  a  statement  of  receipts  and  payments  for 
Volunteers  in  the  Lindsey  division;  finds  that  five  men  have  had  the  full 
bounty.  [See  Marsden,  W.,  Nos.  8,  9.]  Lindsey,  n.  3.  5 

2.  Horncastle  1796  Dec.  19  His  having  overpaid  the  Navy  Account  was  not  intentional ; 

regrets  he  did  not  keep  an  account  of  the  persons  who  have  applied  for 
bounties  on  behalf  of  Volunteers,  thinking  they  would  produce  the  proper 
authority  later;  can  only  recollect  three  such  cases,  the  names  and  details 
of  which  he  states.  Lindsey,  n.  3.  9 

3.  Horncastle  1797  Mar.  20  Has  received  Hacker’s  letter  with  B.’s  recommendation, 

which  he  has  sent  to  the  magistrates  at  Spilsby,  concerning  the  men  which 
are  wanting  in  this  division  for  the  Navy,  of  which  there  are  about  100; 
a  number  of  people  in  the  country  who  are  relatives  of  men  who  volunteered 
in  1795  are  under  the  impression  that  they  have  not  received  the  whole  of 
their  bounties  and  that  he  (C.)  is  retaining  them;  asks  B.  for  information 
on  the  state  of  the  Navy  account;  Horncastle  and  the  neighbourhood  are 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  Canal  by  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  carriage  of 
iron,  coal,  wool,  etc.;  Mr.  Ansell  of  Ormesby,  the  Distributor  of  Stamps 
for  this  division,  is  dead ;  asks  for  B.’s  interest  to  procure  the  appointment. 

Lindsey,  n.  3.  14 
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1801  Jan.  29  Sends  copy  of  the  resolutions  at  a  meeting  of  landowners 
in  Fulstow,  Marsh  Chapel  and  Thoresby  as  to  the  drainage  and  inclosure 
of  those  parishes,  and  asks  for  B.’s  agreement  in  respect  of  his  own  lands 
there.  Hill  Coll.  5.  37 

1801  Feb.  23  Asks  for  B.’s  approval  of  the  resolutions  of  a  further 

meeting  in  connection  with  the  drainage  and  inclosing  of  Fulstow,  Marsh 
Chapel  and  Thoresby.  Hill  Coll.  5.  43 

1802  Jan.  17  Asks  for  B.’s  assent  for  making  a  petition  to  Parliament  to 

introduce  Bills  for  the  inclosure  of  Wildmore  and  for  the  draining  and 
inclosing  of  Fulstow.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  29 

1802  Jan.  19]  *  Approves  the  presentation  of  the  petition  as  to  Wildmore 
if  the  other  proprietors  agree ;  as  to  Fulstow,  he  desires  the  other  proprietors 
to  be  consulted  again  as  the  drainage  scheme  proposed  does  not  appear  to 
him  to  be  efficacious.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  29  vo. 

1 8 1 1  Nov.  11  #  Asks  C.  to  prepare  an  affidavit  that  the  cut  between  his 
(B.’s)  land  and  that  of  Dymoke  was  made  by  the  Florncastle  Navigation 
Trustees  under  the  powers  of  their  first  Act,  but  discontinued  when  their 
second  Act  came  into  force  as  not  then  under  their  jurisdiction;  asks  for 
a  sight  of  the  plan  so  that  he  may  have  a  copy  made. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  74 

COB  RES,  Joseph  Paul  von  (fl.  1782-1802).  Naturalist  and  Mineralogist 

1.  Augsburg  1802  June  29  Has  had  no  acknowledgement  of  the  package  and  letter  he 

sent  B.  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  nor  of  his  request  for  a  permanent 
address  to  which  he  could  send  minerals  and  shells ;  he  has  therefore  sent 
his  duplicates  to  Russia  where  he  obtains  specimens  from  Count  Moussin 
Puschkin  and  Hermann,  chief  of  the  Siberian  mines ;  has  had  the  offer  of 
the  original  paintings  reproduced  in  the  works  of  Schmidel,  Panzer  and 
Kob;  if  B.  would  like  them  he  would  exchange  them  for  British  minerals 
and  shells.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  232-233 

COCKELL,  John.  Chief  Clerk,  Drummond’s  Bank 

1.  London  1803  Apl.  27  Receipt  for  £250  by  Drummond  &  Co.,  Bankers,  on 

account  of  the  Committee  for  the  Ball  of  the  Knights  of  the  Bath. 

D.T.C.  9.  233 


4.  Horncastle 


5.  Horncastle 


6.  Horncastle 


7.  [Soho  Square 


8.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


COKE,  Thomas  William,  afterwards  1st  Earl  of  Leicester  (1752-1842).  Agriculturist  and 
Politician 

1.  Holkham  1802  June  26  His  meeting  [the  Annual  Sheep-shearing]  being  over,  he 

thanks  B.  for  his  friendly  visit;  recommends  his  method  of  sowing  radish 
seed  with  that  of  the  common  or  Swedish  turnip  as  a  protection  against 
turnip-fly;  is  about  to  try  the  experiment  and  will  inform  B.  of  the  result; 
when  he  has  obtained  a  list  of  subscribers  to  the  statue  [of  the  late  Duke 
of  Bedford]  will  send  it  to  B.  D.T.C.  13.  180-181 

2.  Holkham  1805  Aug.  27  Agrees  with  B.  that  the  original  Spanish  sheep  must  be 

superior  to  any  cross  with  British  sheep ;  will  obtain  a  flock  as  quickly  as 
possible;  is  trying  to  improve  the  fleece  of  his  Downs;  has  ordered  £147 
to  be  paid  to  B.’s  account  in  Snow’s  Bank  for  ewes.  D.T.C.  16.  120 
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COLCHESTER,  Baron — See  Abbot,  Charles. 

COLE,  William 

i.  Gosport  1803  May  31  Sends  a  letter  addressed  to  B.  from  the  French  ship 
Naturaliste  detained  at  Gosport;  on  board  there  are  two  black  Swans,  a 
pair  of  Emus,  and  many  pots  of  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  106 


COLEN,  Joseph 
1.  Aincester 


1811  Dec.  29  Sends  B.  the  meteorological  journals  of  Peter  Fidler  from 
Hudson’s  Bay.  R.S.:  Misc.  Corr.  1.  40 


COLLEY,  T. 

1.  Leather  I79°  July  31  He  repeats  his  claim  that  his  Tables,  called  Proportional 

Lane  or  Logistic  Logarithms,  answer  all  the  astronomical  computations  with  the 

greatest  nicety;  he  is  very  uneasy  that  having  more  than  once  requested 
that  his  two  works  and  papers  should  be  returned  to  him  by  Dr.  Maskelyne, 
he  has  had  no  reply;  begs  B.  to  intervene.  R.S.:  Misc.  MSS.  7.  78 


COLLINS,  David  (1756-1810).  Colonial  Governor 

1.  —  1798  July  12  Certificate  signed  by  Governor  Phillip,  that  when  he  left 

in  1792,  David  Collins,  Judge  Advocate  of  New  South  Wales,  remained 
in  the  Colony,  which  the  public  service  rendered  absolutely  necessary. 

D.T.C.  1 1.  9 

2.  —  [ 1 798]  —  Copy  of  the  Memorial  to  the  King,  detailing  his  past  services, 

and  praying  to  be  removed  from  the  half-pay  list  and  restored  to  his  rank 
of  Captain  of  the  Marines,  a  promise  made  to  his  father  by  the  Admiralty 
and  now  disavowed.  D.T.C.  11.  10-14 


3.  Beaumont  1800  July  8  His  patron,  Lord  Sydney,  having  died,  requests  B.  to 
Street  advocate  his  claims;  during  his  ten  years’  service  in  New  South  Wales, 

he  lost  his  rank  as  Capt.  of  the  Marines  and  is  on  half-pay;  his  memorial 
was  favourably  received  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  who  admitted  he  was 
entitled  to  recompense  for  his  services;  requests  B.  to  urge  his  claims  with 
the  Duke  in  order  that  he  may  obtain  military  or  civil  employment. 

D.T.C.  12.  71-72 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  Beaumont 
Street 


6.  Hobart 
Town 


1800  July  8  *  Is  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  C.’s  service  to  the  Colony 
and  will  make  representations  to  H.M.  Ministers  on  his  behalf;  invites 
him  to  his  house  in  order  to  give  him  such  information  as  he  will  require. 

D.T.C.  12.  73 

1802  Dec.  24  Is  honoured  by  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  an 
expedition  to  found  a  settlement  on  the  S.  coast  of  Australia  [Port  Phillip], 
but  is  most  anxious  that  provision  should  be  made  for  his  wife  if  he  should 
die  whilst  on  the  service;  begs  B.  to  intercede  with  Lord  Hobart  that  a 
Government  pension  should  be  granted  to  his  wife.  D.T.C.  13.  342-345 

1804  July  20  Had  great  disappointment  at  Port  Phillip,  but  landed  here 
five  weeks  ago,  and  immediately  sowed  21  acres  with  grain  and  four  acres 
as  Garden;  at  Port  Phillip  he  met  Robert  Brown  who  accompanied  him  to 
Hobart ;  Brown  has  made  excursions  in  the  district  and  has  greatly  enriched 
his  collection;  he  provided  a  list  of  trees  and  shrubs  he  found  growing, 
which  is  enclosed  [D.T.C.  15.  52-53];  the  Derwent  is  full  of  whales, 
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Collins,  David,  continued 


7 .  Hobart 
Town 


8.  Hobart 
Town 


enough  to  fill  the  oil-casks  of  5  or  6  whalers;  if  the  ships  bringing  pro¬ 
visions,  etc.,  were  equipped  as  whalers,  they  could  return  with  a  valuable 
cargo;  has  sent  a  keg  containing  the  uteri  of  two  kangaroos  for  [Sir 
Everard]  Home,  and  a  live  animal  known  as  the  Devil  [the  “Tasmanian 
Devil”,  Sarcophilus  ursinus],  and  has  directed  the  Captain,  if  it  should  die 
on  the  voyage,  to  preserve  it  in  spirit  for  Home.  [In  D.T.C.  this  letter  is 
misplaced,  the  date  having  been  wrongly  read  as  1814.]  D.T.C.  19.  45-47 

1804  Aug.  19  In  addition  to  the  keg  containing  the  uteri,  and  a  cask  of 
marine  alkali,  has  sent  by  Lady  Barlow,  proceeding  to  Port  Jackson,  a 
case  containing  an  argillaceous  stone  addressed  to  B. ;  encloses  an  account 
of  the  plant  from  which  the  marine  alkali  was  procured  by  the  man  who 
obtained  it ;  the  plant  has  been  named  by  Brown  as  a  species  of  Atriplex. 

D.T.C.  15.  50-51 

1808  Oct.  1  Informs  B.  of  the  arrest  of  Governor  Bligh  by  the  officers  of 
the  N.S.W.  Corps  on  26th  Jan.  last;  has  heard  from  Bligb,  who  will  not 
quit  the  Colony  until  the  King’s  pleasure  be  known;  he  trusts  that  his 
friends  will  not  listen  to  the  malignant  reports  in  circulation  about  him; 
having  been  five  years  absent  from  England  and  his  health  having  suffered, 
he  (C.)  has  applied  for  leave  to  return;  is  sending  by  Rose  a  pair  of  black 
swans  for  B. ;  has  provided  food  for  them  for  six  months  and  hopes  they 
will  arrive  alive  and  well,  and  by  the  whaler  Dublin  sends  another  two 
pairs  of  swans.  D.T.C.  17.  218-219 


COLLINS,  J. 
1.  Devizes 


1795  Jan.  26  Sends  an  examination  of  Euclid,  Book  2,  Prop.  11,  with 
observations  and  queries  thereon.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  47 


COLTMAN,  Thomas  (1745-1826).  Lincolnshire  J.P.  and  D.L. 

1.  Hagnaby  1791  June  3  Thanks  B.  for  allowing  him  to  see  his  letter  to  Lord 
M[onson]  ( q.v.)\  there  is  dissatisfaction  in  the  neighbourhood  [about  the 
hunting  rights] ;  news  of  the  Chaplin  and  Brackenbury  families  and  other 
county  intelligence.  Hill  Coll.  3.  10 


2.  Bath 


3.  Louth 


1794  Mar.  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  letters  concerning  his  scheme  [for  the 
defence  of  the  county]  in  which  he  concurs  and  will  contribute  £50;  he 
does  not  agree  with  the  judge  in  the  Wilkinson  case  [uttering  forged  bank¬ 
notes]  ;  the  cure  of  sheep  affected  by  rot  never  had  a  fair  trial  until  B.’s 
method  was  applied ;  he  is  informed  by  an  apothecary  that  Ward’s  Paste 
is  effective.  Lindsey.  11.  1.  2B 

1794  May  3  Sends  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  magistrates  assembled 
in  Quarter  Sessions  at  Louth  relative  to  the  volunteer  additions  to  the 
Militia;  he  thinks  the  meeting  at  Lincoln  began  well  and  that  in  London 
might  further  their  objects;  he  does  not  approve  of  separate  meetings  in 
every  town  as  there  should  be  only  one  purse  and  one  direction;  multi¬ 
plicity  of  meetings  would  defeat  the  purpose,  both  of  the  voluntary  sub¬ 
scription  and  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  21 


4.  Hagnaby  1794  May  12  Regrets  delay  in  writing  due  to  an  accident  to  his  wife; 

gives  an  account  of  the  meeting  and  the  many  different  views  expressed; 
he  thinks  nothing  but  a  county  meeting  can  reconcile  all  these  divergencies; 
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Coltman,  Thomas,  continued 

information  was  laid  before  him  [as  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions] 
against  two  men  for  stealing  poles  from  B.’s  woods,  and  a  warrant  has  been 
issued;  as  it  is  customary  for  each  parish  to  have  a  Maypole,  the  men  sold 
them  for  this  purpose ;  asks  if  B.  intends  to  prosecute  the  men,  who  are 
both  under  20  years  of  age.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  23 

5.  [Hagnaby  1796  Nov.  1]  Method  and  procedure  for  recruiting  the  Militia  from  the 

parishes.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  1 

6.  [Hagnaby  1796  Nov.  3]  Sends  paper  cried  by  the  bellman  of  Spilsby;  reports  of 

preparations  by  the  rioters;  constables  have  been  assaulted  at  Caistor; 
sends  B.  a  flannel  waistcoat  as  a  precaution  against  gout.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  2 

7.  Hagnaby  [1796  Nov.  7]  Sends  draft  letter  to  John  King  ( q.v .)  for  B.’s  approval; 

Lord  Gwydyr  is  expected ;  is  collecting  information  to  convict  the  ring¬ 
leaders  of  the  rioters.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  7 

8.  Hagnaby  [1 796]  Nov.  9  Encloses  letters  received  and  his  draft  reply  for  B.’s 

approval.  Lindsey.  3.1.8 

9.  Hagnaby  [1796  Nov.  10]  Encloses  letters  received  for  B.’s  information.  [Enclosed: 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Dashwood  to  Coltman  describing  an  assemblage  of 
rioters  at  her  house  (3.  1.  ioa).]  Lindsey.  3.  1.  10 

10.  Whitehall  1796  Nov.  11  [From  John  King.]  The  Duke  of  Portland  has  considered 

C.’s  letters  and  enclosures  and  has  ordered  additional  military  precautions ; 
detachments  of  the  Somerset  Fencible  Cavalry  for  duty  in  Horncastle, 
Louth,  Spilsby  and  Alford.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  15 

11.  Hagnaby  [1 796  Nov.  21]  Thanks  B.  for  conveying  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  appro¬ 

bation  of  his  conduct,  of  which  he  feels  very  proud.  [See  Bentinck, 
W.  H.  C.,  No.  2.] ;  progress  of  the  new  Yeomanry  Cavalry. 

Lindsey.  3.  1.  24A 

12.  Hagnaby  1796  Nov.  27  Progress  of  the  new  Yeomanry;  lack  of  support  by  the 

Lord  Lieut. ;  thinks  that  unless  quick  action  is  taken  there  will  be  a  renewal 
of  rioting;  information  for  the  trial  of  Catliff  [a  ringleader  in  the  riots]; 
could  muster  40  volunteers  if  he  could  get  commissions  from  the  Lord 
Lieut. ;  progress  of  the  movement  in  neighbouring  districts. 

Lindsey.  3.  1.  28 

13.  Hagnaby  [1796  Nov.  28]  Arrest  of  Taylor,  one  of  the  rioters;  timidity  of  the 

farmers  and  difficulty  of  raising  Yeomanry  Cavalry;  information  concern¬ 
ing  Catliff,  a  culprit  awaiting  trial,  which  has  been  sent  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown;  has  abandoned  fox-hunting  until  the 
country  is  tranquil  again.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  32 

14.  Hagnaby  1796  Dec.  1  He  cannot  guess  why  the  Duke  [of  Ancaster,  Lord  Lieut.] 

neglects  the  raising  of  the  Yeomanry;  mentions  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
Militia  and  the  Cavalry;  he  has  entertained  the  officers  from  Horncastle 
and  Spilsby;  he  is  still  collecting  information  about  Taylor  [a  rioter]; 
suggests  that  Government  should  offer  a  reward  for  the  capture  of  Walker, 
who  is  still  at  large ;  remarks  on  the  management  of  Nut-trees. 

Lindsey.  3.  1.  33 

15.  [Hagnaby]  1796  Dec.  11  The  Militia  meeting  [of  the  Justices]  passed  off  quietly  at 

Alford ;  all  the  Appeals  were  heard  without  a  sign  of  discontent ;  military 
precautions  were  not  necessary;  the  assessment  of  horses  under  the 
Cavalry  Bill ;  his  ceaseless  exertions  will  be  continued.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  34 


1 5  b.l. 
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1 6.  Soho  Square  1796  Dec.  13  *  He  and  the  County  Members  have  taken  pains  to  have 


17.  Horncastle 

an  amendment  to  the  Militia  Bill ;  he  doubts  the  necessity  for  trying  the 
prisoners  by  special  commission  or  of  offering  a  reward  for  the  capture  of 
Walker,  as  such  measures  would  encourage  the  Jacobins  to  unsettle  the 
public;  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  remains  inactive  in  spite  of  repeated  re¬ 
minders  from  the  Duke  of  Portland.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  35 

1796  Dec.  15  All  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  have  been  conducted 

peacefully ;  [Richard]  Clitherow  ( q.v .)  has  the  bounty  money  and  has  been 
ordered  to  pay  it  to  Government ;  Lord  Gwydyr  is  about  to  leave  and  is 
much  surprised  at  hearing  nothing  of  his  offer  to  serve  as  an  officer  in  the 
Militia;  the  ridicule  by  Vyner  of  the  Yeomanry  is  most  unpatriotic;  there 
are  rumours  of  preparations  at  Brest  for  the  invasion.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  36 

18.  Hagnaby 

1797  Jan.  8  Has  been  informed  by  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  through 

Blagrave  (q.v.)  that  if  his  proposed  new  troops  are  prepared  to  enroll 
subject  to  the  Committee  allowing  the  expenses  or  not,  commissions  will 
be  applied  for,  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  the  new  troop  now  forming 
at  Louth ;  has  asked  the  Duke  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Subscribers  of  the 
Lindsey  Division ;  if  there  is  still  any  doubt  of  Lindsey  being  in  the  County 
of  Lincoln,  Parliament  should  be  called  upon  to  settle  it;  wishes  to  know 
why  so  extensive  a  section  of  the  coast  should  be  excluded  from  the 
County  Subscription;  disagrees  with  the  doctrine  that  if  the  six  present 
troops  have  been  allowed  to  expend  £1 2,000,  they  should  have  the  sole 
right  to  the  remainder;  informs  B.  that  Boucherett  has  broken  his  leg  in 
a  fall  from  his  horse ;  Pitt’s  Poor  Law  proposals  will  throw  an  extra  burden 
on  the  magistrates  which  they  cannot  be  expected  to  bear  without 
recompense ;  slow  progress  of  legislation  on  the  Army,  Navy  and  Militia. 

Lindsey,  n.  3.  12 

19.  Soho  Square  1797  Jan.  9  #  His  views  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Subscribers  in 

general ;  has  hitherto  thought  that  the  troops  already  enrolled  should  have 
the  first  call  on  the  funds ;  will  ascertain  the  present  state  of  the  fund  before 
the  meeting  which  is  to  determine  whether  Lindsey  is  to  be  allowed  to 
appropriate  any  part  of  the  Subscription.  Lindsey,  n.  3.  13 

20.  Soho  Square  1797  Jan.  29  *  Thinks  “our  Friend  Plantagenet”  [the  Duke  of  Ancaster] 


21.  Hagnaby 

is  inclined  to  believe  that  Lindsey  is  really  part  of  Lincolnshire;  has 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Subscription;  if  the 
allowances  pledged  to  the  six  existing  troops  are  maintained,  there  will 
remain  only  £1297,  but  there  are  arrears  of  £700  to  be  collected;  thinks 
that  the  Duke  could  not  refuse  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Lindsey  Sub¬ 
scribers  to  settle  the  equipment  of  the  two  new  troops ;  will  send  a  list  of 
the  Subscribers  if  he  (C.)  wants  it.  Lindsey.  11.  3.  15 

1797  Mar.  30  Informs  him  of  the  conviction  of  Catliff,  one  of  the 

rioters  and  gives  an  account  of  the  trial  [see  Walls,  Edward,  No.  8]; 
hostility  of  Vyner.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  37 

22.  Horncastle 

1797  Mar.  30  Reports  a  meeting  at  which  a  resolution  was  sent  to  the 

Lord  Lieut,  that  the  countyfis  entitled  to  a  reduction  of  643  men  from  the 
2140  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  Supplemental  Militia;  the  low  price  of 
corn,  and  the  action  of  Country  Bankers  that  contributes  to  it. 

Lindsey.  3.  2.  20 
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COMBE,  Charles,  F.R.S.  (1743-1817).  Physician  and  Antiquary 

x.  Soho  Square  [1790  Apl.  - — ]  *  Asks  whence  and  in  what  ships  the  gum  which  he  has 
kindly  sent,  under  the  name  of  Indian  Gum  Arabic,  is  imported;  also 
enquires  the  wholesale  price  of  it  as  compared  with  that  of  African  Gum 
Arabic.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  34 


COMBE,  Taylor,  F.R.S.  (1774-1826).  Antiquary 


2. 


British 

Museum 


British 

Museum 

British 

Museum 


1804  Jan.  19  Encloses  copy  of  an  indenture  made  between  Edward  IV 
and  Lord  Hastings,  Master  of  the  Mint  respecting  the  regulation  of  the 
coinage  in  the  Tower  of  London,  dated  2  March,  8  Edw.  IV  (1469); 
requests  B.  to  submit  the  original  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  and  then 
present  it  to  the  British  Museum.  Royal  Mint  Records 

[1818  Oct.  — ]  Informs  B.  that  the  seven-shilling  piece  he  has  received 

from  him  is  the  one  that  was  missing  [from  the  collection  of  coins  of  Miss 
S.  S.  Banks].  Brabourne,  146-147 

1819  Jan.  6  Announces  that  the  fine  head  of  Memnon  has  now  been 
fixed  in  an  upright  position  and  proves  a  beautiful  exhibit.  [The  colossal 
head  of  Ramesses  II,  weighing  over  7  tons,  sent  from  Egypt  by  Henry  Salt 
in  1817,  to  the  British  Museum.]  Brabourne,  1 23-1 24 


CONDORCET,  Marie  Jean  Antoine  Nicolas  Caritat,  Marquis  de  (1743-1794).  Secretary, 
Academie  des  Sciences 

1.  [Soho  Square  1786  Mar.  15]  #  As  President  of  R.S.  he  is  not  under  any  obligations 

to  the  Academy,  but  is  well  acquainted  with  the  scientific  work  of  the 
Marquis  de  Condorcet  and  feels  a  disinterested  satisfaction  in  his  corres¬ 
pondence;  will  assist  Forster,  recommended  by  him,  and  has  delivered  his 
book  to  Waring.  D.T.C.  5.  27 

2.  Paris  1786  Apl.  27  Would  have  sent  his  thanks  directly  to  Waring  but  did  not 

wish  to  lose  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  admiration  of  B. ;  introduces 
Testa,  an  Italian  scholar,  doctor  and  philosopher,  who  is  travelling  on 
behalf  of  the  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  who  is  leaving  Paris  for  England; 
trusts  that  B.  will  not  take  amiss  this  request  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Academie.  [ French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  282-283 

3.  Paris  1786  May  2  Introduces  the  Chevalier  de  Pougens  who  is  visiting  London 

to  negotiate  a  trade  treaty  between  their  two  nations.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  281 

4.  Paris  [ 1 787]  May  4  Introduces  De  la  Blanchevie,  director  of  a  Society  of 

Correspondence  for  Science  and  Art.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  430 

5.  Paris  1787  June  1  The  Government  is  much  concerned  with  hospital  ad¬ 

ministration  and  has  appointed  certain  members  of  the  Acad,  des  Sciences 
to  visit  London  to  compare  the  methods  of  the  hospitals  there  with  those 
of  France;  those  selected  are  Tenon  and  Coulomb  (qq.v.) ;  the  Acad,  asks 
R.S.  to  obtain  the  facilities  necessary  for  this  mission.  [Fretich.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  431 

6.  Paris  1787  Aug.  14  Expresses  the  gratitude  of  the  Academie  for  all  the 

civilities  B.  showed  to  Tenon  and  Coulomb;  informs  B.  that  he  has  been 
elected  one  of  the  eight  Foreign  Associate  Members  of  the  Academie  in 
succession  to  De  la  Grange.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  432 
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CONGREVE,  Sir  William,  F.R.S.  (1772-1828).  Inventor  of  the  Congreve  Rocket 

1.  Soho  Square  1803  Feb.  7  *  Has  received  information  from  India  that  experiments 

with  gunpowder  have  been  made  by  H.E.I.  Co.’s  servants;  requests  C.  to 
test  one  of  their  experiments.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  272 

D.T.C.  14.  13 

2.  Charlton  1803  Feb.  8  Col.  Blomefield,  Inspector  of  Artillery,  should  be  applied  to 

for  details  of  the  experiments;  sends  a  book  of  sketches  of  ordnance 
movements.  D.T.C.  14.  14-15 

3.  [Charlton]  1819  Mar.  9  Informs  B.  that  the  Archduke  Maximilian  will  call  upon 

him  before  leaving  England.  Brabourne,  136-137 

CONWAY,  Henry  Seymour  (1721-1795).  Field-Marshal 

1.  Soho  Square  1795  Mar.  12  [To  Lord  Hawkesbury.]  Regrets  that  he  was  in  the  country 
when  asked  to  attend  the  Privy  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  exportation 
of  Saltpetre  and  Nitrous  Acid;  understands  the  H.E.I.  Co.  have  deferred 
their  sales  of  Saltpetre,  but  as  there  is  no  prohibition  of  the  export  of 
Nitrous  Acid,  and  as  the  possibility  has  been  doubted  of  using  that 
material  with  vegetable  alkali  for  making  Saltpetre,  he  has  been  at  pains 
to  have  the  matter  ascertained  by  experiment  and  encloses  a  statement  of 
the  result;  it  appears  that  at  present  market  prices,  the  cost  of  making 
Saltpetre  by  this  process  only  slightly  exceeds  that  of  the  pure  Saltpetre; 
as  France  is  very  short  of  that  substance,  suggests  that  H.M.  Ministers 
should  consider  prohibiting  the  export  of  Nitrous  Acid.  [See  J enkinson, 
Charles,  No.  29.]  D.T.C.  9.  156-159 

CONYERS,  John.  Essex  Landowner 

1.  Mount  1803  Mar.  11  Gives  particulars  of  Mrs.  Parish,  widow  of  G.  C.  C. 

Street  Parish,  a  farmer  on  his  estate  in  Essex,  who  is  about  to  enter  the  service  of 

Lady  Banks  as  dairymaid.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  39167.  1 50-1 51 

4 

CONYNGHAM,  William  Burton  (d.  1796).  Teller  of  the  Irish  Exchequer 

1.  Dublin  1788  Feb.  22  When  in  Spain  in  1783,  he  made  enquiries  about  the 

Barilla  plant,  which  produces  the  ash  used  in  bleaching  Irish  linen,  and 
in  the  making  of  glass  and  soap ;  it  grows  only  in  certain  districts,  in  strongly 
saline  soils;  has  made  experiments  in  growing  the  plants,  and  after  an 
initial  failure,  has  now  brought  them  to  perfection,  and  sends  B.  a  speci¬ 
men;  he  thinks  the  plant  could  be  introduced  and  cultivated  at  Wyches, 
in  Cheshire,  where  it  could  be  watered  by  the  salt  springs  that  abound 
there.  D.T.C.  6.  17-18 

COOK  ( nee  BATTS),  Elizabeth  (1742-1835).  Wife  of  Capt.  James  Cook 

1.  Soho  Square  1784  Aug.  12  *  By  the  direction  of  R.S.  he  sends  a  gold  medal  which 

has  been  struck  in  honour  of  her  husband,  Capt.  James  Cook. 

[N.  &  0.  8th  ser.  4.  164.  R.S. ;  Cook  23] 

2.  Mile  End  1784  Aug.  16  Expresses  her  thanks  to  B.  and  requests  him  to  return  her 

thanks  to  R.S.  for  the  great  honour  conferred  by  the  Society. 

[N.  &  Q.  8th  ser.  4.  165.  R.S. ;  Cook  27] 
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COOK,  James,  F.R.S.  (1728-1779).  Captain,  R.N. ;  Circumnavigator.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Will’s  Coffee  [1771  Aug.  n]  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  which  was  his  first  intimation 


House 

of  Lord  Sandwich’s  intentions ;  promotion  unsolicited  is  a  great  satisfaction 
to  him;  he  waited  on  his  Lordship  who  renewed  his  promise  and  spoke 
with  approval  of  his  late  voyage;  the  great  assistance  he  received  from  B. 
on  that  voyage  will  be  always  gratefully  remembered.  D.T.C.  1.  32 

2.  Sheerness 

1772  June  2  Has  received  B.’s  letter  asking  that  all  his  property  be 

removed  from  this  ship  and  this  has  been  done ;  some  of  the  casks  contain¬ 
ing  B.’s  property  belong  to  the  King,  and  as  he  (C.)  is  accountable  for 
them,  requests  B.  to  send  them  to  the  Victualling  Office  when  empty; 
wishes  B.  success  in  his  own  expedition  [to  Iceland].  D.T.C.  1.  35 

3.  Mile  End 

[1776]  May  24  Thanks  B.  for  his  congratulations  and  for  the  drawing  of 

the  New  Zealand  Spruce  which  he  will  ask  Lord  Sandwich  to  have 
engraved ;  hopes  to  be  able  to  sit  to-morrow  for  [Nathaniel]  Dance  [for  the 
portrait  commissioned  by  B.] ;  the  stove  sent  to  the  Resolution  was  bought 
from  Stephens  of  the  Poultry;  when  the  cabin  was  reduced  at  Sheerness 
it  was  sent  to  the  store  there,  where  it  probably  still  is.  D.T.C.  1.  119 

4.  Plymouth 
Sound 

1776  July  10  As  B.  offered  to  give  a  description  of  the  New  Zealand 

Spruce  or  any  other  plants  illustrated  in  his  Journal,  has  asked  Strahan 
and  Stuart  to  send  B.  the  parts  of  his  manuscript  containing  descriptions 
in  order  that  he  may  correct  them  or  write  new  ones,  as  he  thinks  best ;  does 
not  know  what  botanical  plates  have  been  engraved;  on  his  arrival,  he 
gave  Omai  3  guineas,  when  he  went  ashore  in  high  spirits;  “he  is  very 
much  caressed  here  by  every  person  of  note  ”,  but  is  pleased  at  the  prospect 
of  going  home;  is  now  only  waiting  for  a  wind  to  put  to  sea;  Sir  John 
Pringle  has  informed  him  that  the  Council  of  R.S.  have  awarded  him  the 
[Copley]  medal.  D.T.C.  1.  123 

COOKE,  Edward  (1755-1820).  Under-Secretary  of  State.  (See  also  Addenda) 


1.  Dublin 

Castle 

1801  Mar.  3  He  is  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  say  that  the 

necessary  orders  have  been  issued  to  enable  Ensign  [Robert]  Brown  to 
accompany  the  expedition  “to  the  unknown  parts  of  New  Holland”. 
[See  also  Cornwallis,  Charles;  Clinton,  H.  H.;  Durham,  James.] 

Brown  Corr.  3.  115 
D.T.C.  12.  189 

2.  Downing 
Street 

1808  Feb.  26  He  has  been  instructed  that  Government  has  decided  to 

restore  the  detained  Iceland  ships,  and  the  cartel  is  stopped. 

D.T.C.  17.  134 

3.  [Soho  1808  Mar.  17  *  He  (C.)  seems  to  be  unaware  that  his  correspondence 


Square] 

with  France  was  stopped  by  the  last  administration  and  for  a  year  and  a 
half  he  has  not  resumed  it;  he  had  obtained  the  release  of  ten  persons 
from  France  when  Lord  Gray  [Charles  Grey,  Visct.  Howick]  interfered;  if 
he  (C.)  or  Lord  Castlereagh  will  ascertain  if  Government  think  fit,  he  will 
prepare  a  letter  as  requested  and  endeavour  to  have  it  conveyed  “by  one 
of  our  discarded  diplomatists”.  D.T.C.  17.  160 

4.  [Soho  1808  Apl.  7  *  The  King’s  Proctor  cannot  liberate  the  Iceland  ships  for 

Square]  want  of  the  necessary  orders,  and  a  harmless  people  is  in  serious  hazard 

of  losing  a  supply  of  food  from  Europe ;  urges  that  the  proper  orders  for 
freeing  the  ships  be  issued  immediately.  D.T.C.  17.  161-162 
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Cooke,  Edward,  continued 

5.  Downing  1809  Oct.  5  Quotes  a  letter  from  Heddel,  surgeon  at  Goree,  sending 
Street  information  from  a  slave  who  on  his  way  to  Gambia  had  met  Mungo  Park, 

60  miles  from  the  Niger;  as  to  Capt.  Bligh,  “all  is  not  yet  quite  perfectly 
settled  .  .  .  there  is  a  crossness  I  do  not  understand”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37232.  62 


COOKE,  Rev.  William  (1711-1797).  Dean  of  Ely 

1.  [King’s  1781  Oct.  29  Sends  the  wording  (in  Latin)  for  a  proposed  memorial 

College]  tablet  to  be  erected  at  Kamchatka  to  commemorate  the  assistance  and 

hospitality  to  H.M.  ships  of  Cook’s  Third  Voyage  by  [Magnus  von]  Behm 
( q.v .)  the  Governor;  should  it  be  approved,  suggests  that  it  be  engraved  in 
capital  letters;  his  friends  Sir  George  Baker  and  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  are  ex¬ 
cellent  judges  in  such  matters  and  he  suggests  they  should  be  consulted. 

D.T.C.  2.  57-58 


2.  [King’s 
College] 

3.  King’s 
College 


1781  Nov.  7  Sends  four  alternative  and  shorter  inscriptions  for  the 
Tablet,  not  knowing  with  certainty  to  what  points  B.  and  Lord  Sandwich 
wish  to  give  prominence.  D.T.C.  2.  59-60 

[1781]  Nov.  13  As  B.  and  Lord  Sandwich  prefer  the  longer  form  of 
inscription,  sends  a  revised  draft  of  it  divided  into  lines.  D.T.C.  2.  62 


COOKE,  William  James 

1.  [London  1795  July  — ]  Receipt  for  £128  5 s.  10 d.,  gratuities  to  the  Household 
Servants,  payable  by  B.  as  a  Knight  of  the  Bath.  D.T.C.  9.  227 


COOPER  ( nee  WEBB),  Barbara,  Countess  of  Shaftesbury,  Wife  of  5th  Earl 

1.  Paris  [1806]  Sept.  28  [To  the  Earl  of  Radnor.  Extract.]  As  there  is  no  pos¬ 

sibility  of  obtaining  permission  to  return  to  England  by  any  of  the  means 
that  have  been  tried,  and  having  heard  of  one  that  succeeded  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Egerton,  begs  him  to  request  B.  as  P.R.S.  to  write  to  the  Institut  at 
Paris  to  intercede  for  Lord  Shaftesbury  as  a  Fellow  of  the  Society.  [See 
Bouverie,  Wm.  Pleydell.]  ,  D.T.C.  16.  327 

COOPER,  Rev.  William,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (d.  1786).  Archdeacon  of  York 

1.  Manfield  1785  Jan.  9  Describes  a  violent  storm  at  sea  on  5th  Dec.  1784. 

R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  8.  124 

COPPARD,  Anne 

1.  —  1793  Jan.  22  She  humbly  solicits  B.’s  favour  in  the  application  she  makes 

to  the  Board  of  Longitude  [for  reward  for  her  late  husband’s  invention] ; 
she  will  not  trouble  him  with  a  repetition  of  the  difficulties  she  has 
encountered  in  her  endeavours  to  support  her  infant  family;  she  relies  on 
B.’s  benevolence  and  condescension.  R.S. :  Misc.  MSS.  7.  1 1 3 


COPSEY,  Daniel 

i.- — 


1819  May  4  Describes  a  method  of  preserving  ships  from  the  dangers  of 
ice  by  means  of  fenders.  Tregaskis,  10.  122 
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CORBETT,  BORTHWICK  &  CO.  Agents  for  the  Iceland  Merchants 

i.  Leith  1811  Oct.  5  They  have  already  informed  B.  of  the  state  of  distress  in 

Greenland  and  of  the  joy  felt  at  the  arrival  of  the  Freiden  with  supplies; 
that  ship  has  lately  arrived  at  Leith,  and  the  account  is  fully  confirmed  by 
the  Captain ;  most  of  the  Europeans  are  anxious  to  escape  from  the  Colony, 
and  30  returned  as  passengers;  the  attitude  of  the  natives  was  menacing; 
the  ship  returned  with  a  cargo  of  oil,  which  was  allowed  under  the  Order 
in  Council,  but  as  it  was  not  stated  in  the  licence,  the  ship  was  detained; 
discussion  of  this  anomaly  and  the  distress  of  the  passengers  who  are 
detained  on  board  the  Flagship ;  as  the  relief  accorded  by  the  British 
Govt,  was  due  to  B.’s  humane  exertions,  they  ask  him  to  take  the  matter 
up  with  the  proper  authorities.  [This  letter  (6  pp.)  is  long  and  goes  into 
much  detail.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  20-23. +  307 

CORLETT,  George  (1758-1819)  Merchant  of  Dublin 

1.  Ave  Maria  1819  Mar.  2  He  intends  to  publish  a  pamphlet  on  the  medal  bearing  the 
Lane  head  of  Christ  and  an  inscription  in  Hebrew  characters,  dug  up  near  Cork 

in  1818 ;  encloses  a  leaflet  with  a  facsimile  engraving  and  translations  of  the 
inscription  by  the  Rev.  Drs.  Quarry,  Hales  and  Hincks.  [This  medal  was 
described  and  figured  in  a  brochure  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  England 
(London:  Longmans,  1819).  It  appears  to  have  been  a  modern  forgery.  See 
Cork  Archaeol.  Journ.,  May,  July  &  Aug.,  1892.] 

Gunther  MS.  14.  26A 


CORNEILLE,  Daniel  (d.  1792).  Governor  of  St.  Helena 

1.  St.  Helena  1784  May  16  Sends  B.  a  dried  Fish  caught  on  the  windward  side  of  the 

island;  as  he  can  find  nothing  like  it  in  Buffon’s  and  other  works,  he 
presumes  it  to  be  a  new  species.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  162 

2.  St.  Helena  1786  Feb.  23  He  has  cultivated  a  tree  locally  called  Laurel  Tulip,  and 

sends  a  specimen;  is  unable  to  send  a  sample  of  Ebony  as  all  the  trees 
have  been  destroyed  by  an  insect ;  mentions  Cabbage-trees ;  he  will  procure 
specimens  for  Kew.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  226 


3.  St.  Helena  1787  Mar.  17  Sends  a  communication  and  parcel  for  B.,  transmitted  by 
Masson  ( q.v .)  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  is  anxious  to  know  of  the 
success  of  the  Laurel  Tulip;  suggests  that  Masson  on  leaving  the  Cape 
should  visit  St.  Helena.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  262 


4.  Guildford,  1787  July  30  Has  retired  from  the  service  of  H.E.I.  Co.  in  which  he  has 
Surrey  been  for  23  years;  regrets  the  failure  of  his  first  Laurel  Tulip,  but  he  has 

sent  a  second  which  he  hopes  is  prospering;  is  highly  gratified  at  having 
sent  plants  acceptable  to  Kew.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  279 


CORNEWALL,  Sir  George,  2nd  Bart.  (1748-1819) 

1.  Soho  Square  1812  Apl.  18  *  The  death  of  [Francis]  Annesley  entails  the  nomination 
of  a  Trustee  of  the  British  Museum  to  represent  the  Cotton  Family;  the 
nomination  is  vested  in  Lady  Cornewall  as  the  true  family  representative; 
Dr.  Bowdler  belongs  to  the  family,  but  he  does  not  recommend  him. 
[The  Rev.  Arthur  Annesley  was  appointed.]  D.T.C.  18.  157-159 
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CORNWALLIS,  Charles,  ist  Marquis  Cornwallis  (1738-1805).  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

1.  Soho  Square  1801  Feb.  23  #  The  King  having  commanded  that  a  ship  shall  be  fitted 
out  to  explore  the  unknown  parts  of  New  Holland,  and  having  also  com¬ 
manded  that  persons  skilled  in  Natural  History  shall  be  embarked,  he  has 
been  consulted  and  requested  to  recommend  a  suitable  person  as  naturalist; 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  offer  a  three  years  agreement  to  Robert  Brown  in 
the  Fife  Regiment,  now  stationed  in  Ireland,  if  leave  of  absence  can  be 
granted  to  him  from  his  military  duties  as  Surgeon;  Col.  Durham, 
commanding  the  regiment  seems  disinclined  to  give  his  consent;  appeals 
to  his  lordship  to  use  his  good  offices  in  the  matter.  [S^e  also  Clinton, 
FI.  H.;  Cooke,  Edward;  Durham,  James.]  Brown  Corr.  3.  114 

D.T.C.  12.  184-186 

COROLLES,  — .  Avocat  Commissaire  de  l’Amiraute 

1.  Quimper  1791  Jan.  11  Informs  B.  of  the  loss  of  Betsey  of  London,  cast  away,  near 
Quimper,  with  loss  of  all  hands  except  five  sailors;  the  ship’s  papers  are 
lost,  but  a  valuable  cargo  of  oil  and  filoselle  is  recovered ;  a  letter  with  a 
London  address  was  washed  up  and  he  sends  it  to  B.  for  forwarding. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  398-399 


CORREIA  DE  SERRA,  Abbe  Jose  Francisco,  F.R.S.  (1750-1823).  Botanist 

1.  Soho  Square  1798  Oct.  17  [Written  in  B.’s  house  during  his  absence  at  Revesby.] 
Introduces  Robert  Brown  whom  he  recommends  as  an  excellent  naturalist 
and  willing  to  go  to  New  Holland  in  place  of  Mungo  Park;  he  is  now  an 
Ensign  and  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  Fifeshire  Fencibles.  [Edw.  Smith, 
231.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  206 

D.T.C.  11.  hi 


2.  [London 


3.  [London 


4.  London 


5.  Paris 


1800  Jan.  10]  Dryander  has  informed  him  that  young  Mr.  Fidell 
[Fydell]  has  brought  from  Portugal  some  roots  of  Albasor,  and  that  B. 
wishes  to  know  in  what  manner  it  was  used ;  it  is  the  Cyperus  odoratus  of 
the  ancient  botanists  mentioned  by  Bauhin ;  its  roots  are  infused  in  vinegar 
and  produce  a  powerful  perfume.  [A  more  detailed  account  of  its  prepara¬ 
tion  and  use  in  the  same  handwriting,  unsigned  and  undated,  fo.  267-268.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  269 

1801]  Aug.  10  A  long  account  of  his  present  position  and  prospects; 
although  ten  years  have  passed  since  he  fled  for  protection  to  England,  he 
is  still  persecuted  by  his  enemies;  he  has  obtained  a  legal  opinion  on  his 
position ;  asks  B.  to  intercede  on  his  behalf  with  Lord  Pelham. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  249 
D.T.C.  12.  244-250 

1801  Oct.  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  help  in  forwarding  him  a  letter  from 

Lisbon;  all  his  letters  have  been  intercepted  or  tampered  with,  but  has 
now  established  contact  through  a  merchant  at  Lisbon  to  whom  he  has 
given  power  of  attorney.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  250 

1802  July  3  Returns  most  sincere  thanks  to  B.  for  his  many  kindnesses 
to  him;  he  has  certain  books  and  MSS.  belonging  to  B.  still  in  his  posses¬ 
sion,  but  has  made  arrangements  for  their  safe  custody  and  return. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  269 
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Correia  de  Serra,  Abbe  Jose  Francisco,  continued 
6.  Paris  1805  Apl.  7  Has  found  amongst  his  belongings  the  last  sheet  of  Tupaia’s 

account  of  the  mythology  of  the  South  Sea  Islanders  which  B.  had  lent 
him,  the  rest  of  which  he  has  already  returned ;  now  sends  this  last  sheet ; 
he  will  never  forget  the  kindness  he  received  from  B.  during  his  exile. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  384 

COSTAZ,  Louis,  Baron  (1767-1842).  Mathematician 

1.  Soho  Square  1802  June  7  *  In  compliance  with  Sir  Geo.  Staunton’s  wish  conveyed 

to  him  by  Blagden,  he  forwards  the  calculations  which  demonstrate  that 
the  principle  is  just,  although  the  errors  pointed  out  by  Morgan  certainly 
exist ;  introduces  the  bearer,  Roy,  and  requests  that  he  may  be  allowed  to 
attend  meetings  of  the  Institut.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  18 

2.  Paris  1802  Sept.  3  [Dated  16  Fructidor,  an  10.]  Sends  details  of  the  plan  for 

the  work  on  Egypt  [the  colossal  Description  de  VEgypte ]  which  is  to  be 
published  by  the  Cairo  Institute  and  the  Commission  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
under  four  sections,  Geography,  Natural  History,  Antiquities,  and  Modern 
State;  names  the  principal  contributors;  the  ancient  monuments  have 
been  drawn  and  studied  in  great  detail ;  Conte  has  a  collection  of  drawings 
illustrating  arts  and  crafts,  and  Count  Rumford  and  Blagden  will  give  B. 
an  account  of  them;  thanks  B.  for  the  calculations  on  the  sinking-fund 
he  has  sent.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  234-235 

COTTA,  Christoph  Friedrich  (1750-1807).  [Johann  Georg  Cotta’sche  Buchhandlung]. 
Publisher 

1.  Tubingen  1791  July  8  On  behalf  of  his  firm,  asks  B.  to  exchange  copies  of  his  book 

on  Kaempfer’s  plants  collected  in  Japan  for  some  of  their  most  recent 
publications.  [Signs  by  the  name  of  the  firm  Johann  Georg  Cotta.] 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  395-396 

2.  [Soho  Square  1791  July  — ]  *  As  the  book  was  printed  for  presentation  to  friends  who 

had  helped  to  form  his  library,  it  cannot  be  sold  or  exchanged ;  offers  copies 
gratis  to  botanists.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  395  vo. 

1791  Aug.  23  Repeats  his  efforts  to  obtain  copies  of  B.’s  work  by 
Kaempfer,  and  offers  exchange  of  books  or  specimens;  announces  the 
death  of  Joseph  Gaertner,  and  his  last  work  De  Fructibus  et  Seminibus 
Plantarum.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  397 

1793  Nov.  28  Sends  B.  a  medical  book  for  his  library  and  requests  him 
to  show  it  to  such  of  his  friends  as  are  likely  to  be  interested.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  264 

1798  June  19  Is  astonished  to  hear  that  B.  has  not  received  the  books 
consigned  to  White  of  Fleet  Street  for  him;  asks  B.  to  name  a  reliable 
person  in  Hamburg  to  whom  replacements  can  be  safely  entrusted;  will 
be  delighted  to  have  B.’s  Library  Catalogue,  which  he  has  already  heard 
is  a  masterpiece;  as  he  conducts  a  successful  journal,  he  would  welcome 
news  items  from  B.,  especially  letters  to  R.S.  from  explorers  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  40 

1799  Apl.  3  Note  on  some  books  for  B.  which  he  is  sending  through 
White;  would  like  to  have  a  resume  of  the  publications  of  the  African 
Association  to  print  in  his  journal.  [French]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  41 


3.  Tubingen 


4.  Tubingen 

5.  Tubingen 


6.  Tubingen 
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COTTON,  Henry  (1789-1879).  Sub-librarian,  Bodleian  Library 

1.  London  1819  Nov.  29  Asks  B.  to  present  the  5th  vol.  of  his  Library  Catalogue 

to  the  Bodleian.  Brabourne,  173 

COTTON,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (1745-1825).  Director,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  London  1798  Dec.  26  [To  Lord  Liverpool.]  Sends  a  report  to  the  Lords  of  the 

Privy  Council  in  reply  to  their  questions  respecting  the  importation  of 
copper  ore,  also  a  memorandum  on  the  importation  of  ore  by  the  H.E.I. 
Co.  from  Persia  to  their  territories  and  the  effect  this  will  have  on  the 
market  price  and  the  speculations  of  Williams,  who  has  a  large  interest 
in  the  copper  mines  of  Anglesea  and  Cornwall;  considers  that  the  export 
of  copper  by  H.E.I.  Co.  should  be  extended  and  the  trade  of  private 
individuals  repressed.  [See  Jenkinson,  Charles,  No.  81.] 

D.T.C.  11.  1 50-1 59 


COTTRELL 
1.  Council 
Office 


2.  Council 
Office 


3.  Council 
Office 


4.  Council 
Office 


5.  Council 
Office 


,  Sir  Stephen  (1738-1818).  Clerk  to  the  Privy  Council 

1788  July  20  Acknowledges  B.’s  communication  on  the  subject  of  in¬ 
fected  wheat  in  American  ships  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool;  a  sample  will 
be  required  from  each  ship  for  examination;  Irving  is  being  sent  to  in¬ 
vestigate  and  is  leaving  for  Liverpool  immediately;  the  condemnation  of 
the  wheat  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  corn  merchants.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  308 

1788  July  21  He  has  received  the  papers  from  Irving  and  now  hands 
them  to  B. ;  the  Customs  officers  at  Liverpool  have  been  informed  that 
samples  of  the  infected  corn  are  wanted.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  309 

1788  July  23  Sends  samples  of  corn  from  Diligence,  lying  at  Bristol,  and 
letters  from  the  Customs  officers;  sends  also  reports  from  Poole  and 
Whitehaven;  is  informed  that  there  are  two  other  ships  with  cargoes  of 
grain  at  Bristol.  Keiv:  B.C.  1.  310 

1788  July  25  Sends  samples  of  corn  imported  from  New  York  and 
Virginia  with  the  reports  of  the  Liverpool  Customs  officers;  sends  also 
copy  of  the  petition  for  leave  to  land  the  corn,  which  he  thinks  should  be 
refused,  but  asks  B.’s  advice.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  311 

1788  Aug.  8  Sends  copy  of  the  Privy  Council  minute  on  the  corn  at 
Liverpool,  also  reports  from  the  Customs  officers  at  Bristol  and  White¬ 
haven  and  asks  for  B.’s  comments.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  313 


6.  Grosvenor 
Place 


7.  Grosvenor 
Place 


8.  Grosvenor 
Place 


1797  May  3  He  desires  to  call  upon  B.  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
reception  of  the  Prince  of  Wiirttemberg,  and  will  call  early  to-morrow 
before  B.  leaves  for  the  King’s  Drawing  Room.  [See  Grenville,  W.  W.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  107 
1797  [May  4]  [Dated  Thursday  Evening.]  Informs  B.  that  he  has  as¬ 
certained  from  Lord  St.  Helens  that  the  Prince’s  taste  for  a  morning 
collation  is  chicken  and  ham  and  a  bottle  of  hock;  encloses  copy  of  the 
letter  he  has  written  (in  French)  to  Count  Zeppelin  ( q.v .)  informing  him 
that  B.  offers  the  hospitality  of  his  house  at  Spring  Grove  to  the  Prince, 
in  which  to  rest  while  waiting  for  the  King’s  carriages,  which  will  be  sent 
to  bring  him  and  his  suite  to  St.  James’s  and  requesting  him  to  inform  B. 
if  the  Prince  will  accept  the  invitation.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  117-118 

[1797  May  7]  [Dated  Sunday  morning.]  Informs  B.  that  two  coaches 
will  be  sent  to  Spring  Grove,  the  King’s  for  the  Prince  of  Wiirttemberg 


234 


Cottrell,  Sir  Stephen,  continued 

and  a  hired  coach  for  his  suite,  each  with  six  horses;  there  will  be  no 
military  escort ;  requests  him  to  inform  Lady  B.  that  he  has  met  the  Prince 
and  that  he  appears  affable,  polite  and  pleasing. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  1 19 

9.  Grosvenor  [1797  May  13]  [Dated  Saturday.]  He  will  communicate  the  contents  of 
Place  B.’s  letter  to  Count  Zeppelin  relating  to  the  election  of  the  Prince  to  the 

Royal  Society,  but  wishes  B.  [as  P.R.S.]  to  inform  the  Prince  himself. 
[Frederic  Charles  William,  Prince  of  Wiirttemberg,  was  elected  F.R.S. 
nth  May,  1797.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  123 


10.  [Revesby 
Abbey 

11.  Baldock 


12.  Council 
Office 


1798  Sept.  17]  *  Encloses  draft  letter  and  minutes  to  be  sent  to  the 
officers  of  the  Mint.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  185 

1798  Sept.  21  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  of  the  17th  and  has  instructed 

Fawkener  [Asst.  Clerk  to  the  Privy  Council]  to  forward  the  minutes  to  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Mint.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  202 

1799  Mar.  25  Representations  by  B.  of  the  case  of  the  coin-engraver 

John  Milton  ( q.v .)  have  been  laid  before  Lord  Liverpool  and  the  legal 
aspect  will  be  considered;  the  meeting  of  the  Coin  Committee  has  been 
postponed.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  214 

D.T.C.  11.  202 


13.  Council 
Office 


14.  Council 
Office 


15.  Council 
Office 


16.  Whitehall 


17.  Barwood, 
Cobham 


1801  Jan.  1  Summons  to  B.  to  attend  the  meeting  at  the  Council  Cham¬ 
ber  to  be  sworn  a  Privy  Councillor.  [He  had  been  sworn  P.C.  29th  Mar. 
1797,  but  after  the  Union  with  Ireland  the  change  in  the  King’s  titles 
necessitated  a  new  Oath.]  Brabourne,  4 

1801  Jan.  14  Certificate  attesting  that  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  K.B.  had 
attended  the  meeting  and  had  been  duly  sworn  a  Privy  Councillor. 

Brabourne,  5 

1804  Aug.  9  [To  John  Rennie.]  The  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
have  decided  that  a  survey  should  be  made  of  the  machinery  for  making 
coins  at  the  Royal  Mint ;  instructs  him  to  examine  and  report  upon  it  and 
to  notify  such  alterations  and  improvements  as  he  recommends  and  the 
estimated  cost  of  erecting  new  buildings  and  machines;  also  to  report  on 
whether  the  new  machinery  should  be  worked  by  fire  [steam],  or  by  water ; 
the  Masters  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance  and  of  the  Mint  have  been  ordered 
to  appoint  proper  persons  to  confer  with  him  on  the  matter  and  he  is 
ordered  also  to  consult  [Matthew]  Boulton  of  Birmingham.  [Endorsed  by 
B.,  “Order  of  the  Council  of  Coins  for  Mr.  Rennie  to  visit  Birmingham.”] 

D.T.C.  15.  18-19 

1804  Aug.  30  Having  sent  a  large  packet  of  papers  to  B.  at  Overton,  he 
thinks  that  his  letter  of  the  previous  day  has  not  reached  him;  it  was  to  the 
effect  that  he  had  seen  [George]  Rose,  who  thought  the  matter  brought 
forward  by  B.  did  not  pertain  to  the  Committees  for  Coins  or  for  Trade, 
but  to  the  Treasury;  has  paid  a  visit  to  Bulstrode.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  294 

1804  Sept.  4  Has  only  just  heard  from  Lord  Liverpool  of  the  death  of 
B.’s  mother;  he  concluded  that  B.  was  at  Birmingham  on  his  way  to 
Lincolnshire;  desires  information  as  to  how  matters  stand  with  Boulton 
respecting  the  copper  coinage  for  Ireland,  and  as  to  the  proposed  Bill 
authorizing  silver  and  copper  coinage  for  Antigua;  hopes  that  B.  will  be 
able  to  remove  the  difficulties  between  Rennie  and  Boulton  in  consequence 
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Cottrell,  Sir  Stephen,  continued 

of  a  letter  from  Rose  on  the  general  silver  coinage;  Lord  Liverpool  has 
had  a  long  discussion  with  Lord  Ellenborough  on  Col.  Picton’s  case 
[legal  action,  for  alleged  cruelty  in  the  West  Indies,  at  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench].  D.T.C.  15.  101-103 

1804  Sept.  14  *  Owing  to  the  death  of  his  mother,  his  journey  was 
delayed  and  he  did  not  arrive  in  Birmingham  until  the  nth;  has  seen 
Boulton  who  had  declined  to  receive  Rennie  [see  No.  17];  he  has  now 
consented  to  see  him  and  confer  on  the  machinery  of  the  Royal  Mint; 
he  must  contract  with  the  Treasury  that  his  machines  will  do  as  much 
work  in  the  Tower  as  they  now  do  in  Birmingham,  “where  a  little  boy 
does  eight  or  ten  times  as  much  in  the  same  time  as  a  strong  man  can  do 
in  the  Tower”;  not  one  piece  of  the  Irish  coinage  has  been  struck,  but 
the  dies  are  prepared;  Boulton  complains  that  he  purchased  500  tons  of 
copper  and  as  the  price  has  since  risen,  it  will  involve  him  in  loss;  long 
statement  on  the  present  state  of  affairs  as  to  the  coining  of  dollars  and 
coins  for  Antigua.  D.T.C.  15.  108-112 

1804  Sept.  14*  Unsigned  copy  of  No.  18  D.T.C.  15.  113-116 

1804  Sept.  21  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  of  the  14th  and  as  requested, 

sends  him  a  copy  of  it  [No.  19] ;  intends  to  send  another  copy  of  it  to  the 
Duke  of  Montrose,  now  in  Scotland,  but  probably  nothing  will  be  done 
until  His  Grace  returns  and  the  Committee  resume  their  sittings;  B.’s 
report  to  Lord  Glenbervie  cannot  be  found  in  the  office,  and  it  is  presumed 
that  Lord  G.  considered  it  a  private  paper.  D.T.C.  15.  125 

1804  Nov.  23  *  B.  will  send  original  of  Coinage  report  if  the  copy  sent 
to  Lord  Liverpool  cannot  be  retrieved ;  may  be  unnecessary  as  it  has  been 
printed  in  Phil.  Trans,  of  R.S,  B.M.  Add.  MS.  18902.  48-49 

1812  Sept.  17  [To  Miss  S.  S.  Banks.]  Sends  notes  on  the  position  of 
Master  of  Ceremonies  held  by  the  Cottrell  family  from  the  time  of  his 
great-grandfather  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I  and  which  will  end  with 
himself.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  132 

COULOMB,  Charles  Augustin  (1736-1806).  Physicist 

1.  Paris  1787  Aug.  14  A  letter  of  appreciation  for  all  the  help  given  by  B.  to  him 

and  to  his  colleague  during  their  visit  to  England  to  inspect  hospitals. 
[French.  Signed  also  by  J.  R.  Tenon  ( q.v.)\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  524 

COURSET,  Baron  de — See  Dumont  de  Course t,  Georges  Louis  Marie. 

COUR T,  Alexander  W. 

x.  Mogador  1806  Dec.  2  Quotes  report  of  a  Moor  arrived  from  the  Sudan:  while 
in  the  capital  he  met  a  party  of  18  Europeans,  6  of  whom  died  during  their 
stay;  they  said  that  they  bad  landed  at  Senegal  and  were  searching  for 
gold-bearing  stone;  they  went  up  the  Niger  and  were  attacked  by  Tuercs 
[PTouaregs]  who  killed  four  of  them,  and  “they  appeared  to  repent  they  had 
come  so  far”;  one  of  the  eight  remaining  when  the  Moor  left  them 
“appeared  to  be  the  chief”  [i.e.  Mungo  Park],  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37232.  69 

D.T.C.  16.  338-340 
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Court,  Alexander  W.,  continued 

2.  Mogador  1810  May  25  Recapitulates  his  letter  of  1809  which  he  believes  to  have 
been  lost:  in  the  spring  of  1808  persons  arriving  from  Timbuctoo  said 
that  a  boat  of  Christians  passing  that  place  had  been  attacked  by  Tuercs, 
6  Europeans  and  2  negroes  only  surviving;  in  the  summer  of  1808  the 
party  had  been  met  on  the  “Second  Grand  Cataract  of  the  Niger”,  where 
they  were  no  longer  in  danger  of  being  killed,  but  might  be  enslaved ; 
another  witness  stated  that  he  saw  the  boat  off  Cabra  and  that  a  friend  had 
procured  from  the  Tuercs  books,  papers  and  drawings  believed  to  be 
Park’s ;  (thus  far,  recapitulation  of  letter  of  Nov.  7,  1809) ;  a  traveller  from 
the  Sudan  brought  a  letter  written  2  months  and  25  days  earlier  [i.e. 
Mar.  1]  stating  that  the  party  went  on  to  Sinsindi,  only  4  surviving  the 
attack;  they  proceeded  to  Henbara,  10  days’  journey  from  Timbuctoo, 
and  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  them ;  Court  thinks  it  probable  that 
Park  is  still  alive.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  3-4 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37232.  71-72 
D.T.C.  18.  35-40 


3.  Mogador  1810  May  25  Duplicate  of  the  last  letter. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  5-6 


COUTTS,  Thomas  (1735-1822).  Banker 

1.  Buxton  1793  Nov.  20  Congratulates  B.  on  the  success  of  the  Bread-fruit  tree;  he 

has  been  travelling  with  his  wife  and  family  in  North  Wales;  mentions 
that  Charles  Sedley  and  Viscount  Montagu  have  been  accidentally  killed 
in  Switzerland ;  Canon  Charles  Erskine  from  Rome  is  now  in  London ;  he 
has  received  several  preferments,  including  Advocate  of  the  Devil;  asks 
B.  to  assist  him  in  London.  D.T.C.  8.  280-282 

2.  Cheltenham  1804  May  27  Encloses  a  letter  from  [Robert]  Ferguson  ( q.v .)  and 

returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  help  in  obtaining  his  release  from  France. 

D.T.C.  14.  267-268 


COXE,  Rev.  William,  F.R.S.  (1747-1828).  Historian 

1.  Petersburgh  1785  Jan.  3  Is  sending  by  an  English  gentleman  returning  to  London 
some  pamphlets  marked  as  desiderata  in  B.’s  list,  these  have  been  procured 
by  Pallas;  is  sending  also  for  Miss  Banks  a  collection  of  “visiting  tickets”  ; 
Blagden’s  pamphlet  on  the  congelation  of  mercury  has  made  a  great 
sensation  amongst  the  savants ;  is  about  to  visit  Moscow  and  the  Southern 
provinces  of  Russia  and  offers  his  services  to  B. ;  has  seen  the  chart  of  a 
voyage  of  discovery  towards  the  North  Pole  made  in  1766  by  a  Russian 
Admiral  whose  observations  accord  with  those  of  Lord  Mulgrave  in  1773  ; 
the  new  return  for  poll-tax  paid  by  the  peasants  and  completed  in  1782 
states  their  number  as  13  millions,  which  implies  a  total  population  of 
27  millions.  D.T.C.  4.  1 09-1 10 

CRAGG,  William.  Civil  Servant 

1.  Board  of  1796  Dec.  31  Asks  for  B.’s  support  in  his  application  to  the  Treasury 

Agriculture  for  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Commissary  to  the  Forces  destined  for 
Portugal;  Lord  Egremont  and  Wilberforce  have  also  promised  their 
support.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  2-3 
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CRAUFURD,  George.  Son  of  Patrick  George  Craufurd 

1.  Soho  Square  1803  May  8  *  The  Duke  of  York  having  appointed  the  16th  May  for 

the  Rehearsal  of  the  Ceremony  of  the  ensuing  Installation  of  Knights  of 
the  Bath,  he  is  required  to  attend  with  his  brother  [John  Craufurd]  and 
John  Croft,  the  three  Esquires  of  B.,  at  the  Jerusalem  Chamber,  West¬ 
minster  Abbey,  at  noon  on  that  day.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  36  vo. 

2.  Wimpole  1803  May  9  He  has  communicated  to  his  brother  and  to  John  Croft 

Street  B.’s  summons  to  attend  the  Rehearsal  and  he  may  rely  upon  all  three 

being  present  punctually  as  directed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  37 


CRAUFURD,  Patrick  George,  F.R.S.  (d.  1804).  Accountant-General  Army  Pay  Office 

1.  Colton  1792  Jan.  7  He  finds  it  difficult  to  obtain  information  about  Inland 

Navigation  and  its  progress;  the  Great  Trunk  Canal  is  very  flourishing 
and  pays  12%  to  its  shareholders.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  62 

2.  Pay  Office  1796  Aug.  9  He  is  highly  gratified  at  the  honour  paid  to  his  son  George 

by  B.’s  appointing  him  his  Esquire  at  the  next  Installation  of  Knights  of 
the  Bath;  he  hopes  to  pay  his  respects  to  B.  personally  on  his  return  from 
Lincolnshire.  D.T.C.  9.  228A 


CRAWFORD,  Adair,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1748-1795).  Physician  and  Chemist 

1.  [London]  1790  Apl.  12  [Anonymous  letter.]  Advises  against  the  election  to  R.S.  of 

“the  nephew  of  a  celebrated  dissenting  patriot  who,  presuming  on  the 
acquisition  of  a  medal,  is  emboldened  to  become  a  petitioner  for  more 
constant  honors”.  [For  the  identity  of  the  writer,  see  Price,  Richard; 
the  candidate  referred  to  is  William  Morgan,  awarded  the  Copley  Medal 
in  1789,  and  elected  F.R.S.  6  May  1790.]  Brabourne,  46-47 

CRAWLEY,  Edmund.  Colonist 

1.  Picton,  1782  Nov.  13  He  sends  seeds  of  a  medicinal  Mullein;  explains  that  he 

Halifax  is  a  settler  in  Nova  Scotia  and  cultivates  a  large  area  of  ground. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  129 


CREASSY,  James  (fl.  1782-1805).  Explorer  and  Adventurer 

1.  Frampton  1782  Nov.  18  Desires  B.  to  wait  upon  the  Russian  Ambassador  and 

obtain  the  use  and  protection  of  the  Russian  flag  for  a  voyage  of  discovery 
he  intends  to  undertake  at  his  own  cost  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  gives  the 
names  of  the  four  ships  he  intends  to  take,  with  their  tonnage,  armament 
and  equipment  and  the  names  of  the  officers ;  desires  B.  also  to  obtain  for 
him  from  the  Admiralty  Letters  of  Marque  for  his  ships.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  118 

2.  Dover  1786  Sept.  20  Informs  B.  of  the  death,  immediately  after  landing,  on  his 

return  from  India,  of  Col.  Henry  Watson  [Engineer-Colonel,  H.E.I.  Co., 
Chief  Engineer,  Bengal],  Kew:  B.C.  1.  244 

3.  London  1792  Feb-  23  Informs  B.  that  his  general  map  of  the  Fens  will  cost  ,£150 

for  engraving,  so  if  150  subscribers  can  be  found  there  will  be  sufficient 
balance  to  pay  for  printing  the  letterpress;  explains  his  ideas  of  a  system 
of  drainage.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  64 

4.  Soho  Square  1792  Feb.  27*  He  has  spoken  to  [William]  Faden  ( q.v .)  of  Charing 

Cross  who  says  that  £150  will  be  sufficient  for  producing  the  map  of  the 
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Fens;  if  C.  and  Faden  will  agree  as  to  the  division  of  profits  and  will  send 
their  proposals,  he  will  undertake  to  ask  his  friends  in  the  district  to 
subscribe.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  64  (2) 

5.  Crawley,  1805  Feb.  5  Knowing  Lord  Sheffield’s  prudence  and  abilities,  he  cannot 

Sussex  account  for  his  failure  to  communicate  to  B.  his  (C.’s)  national  plan  for 

attacking  the  Spanish  colonies,  a  matter  on  which  B.  should  be  consulted. 

de  Beer  Coll.  1 1 
D.T.C.  15.  274-275 

6.  Soho  Square  1805  Feb.  8  *  He  has  read  the  plan  for  attacking  the  Spanish  colonies, 

but  such  matters  are  wholly  out  of  his  way;  H.M.  Ministers  often  consult 
him  on  matters  of  Science,  but  never  on  such  a  subject  as  a  plan  of  attack 
on  enemies ;  his  opinion  is  that  it  is  better  to  create  trade  with  the  Spanish 
colonies  than  to  irritate  or  molest  them.  de  Beer  Coll.  1 1  vo. 

D.T.C.  15.  280-281 


CRELL,  Lorenz  Florens  Friedrich  von,  F.R.S.  (1744-1816).  Chemist 

1.  Helmstadt  1785  Mar.  10  A  fulsome  letter  claiming  to  express  the  sentiments  of  a 
“true  German  who  knows  nothing  of  French  flatteries”,  etc.;  he  regrets 
that  he  has  displeased  the  Fellows  of  R.S.  by  publishing  an  account  of 
experiments  dedicated  to  the  Society  in  a  foreign  country;  he  will  make 
amends  by  publishing  a  translation  of  Cavendish’s  experiments  in  the 
Annals ;  accuses  the  French  of  appropriating  the  discoveries  of  other 
nations;  he  much  wishes  to  be  elected  to  R.S. 


2.  Helmstadt 

3.  [Helmstadt 


4.  Helmstadt 


5.  [Helmstadt] 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  64-65 

1785  Apl.  9  Sends  to  B.  the  Annals  containing  Cavendish’s  experiments 
with  much  fulsome  flattery.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  66 

1785  Apl.  — ]  [Received  by  B.  3rd  May.]  Sends  the  whole  of  the  Annals 

for  1784;  the  bearer,  Sievers,  is  much  interested  in  Botany  and  Chemistry 
and  wishes  to  find  employment  in  those  sciences,  failing  which,  he  will 
work  for  an  apothecary;  requests  B.  to  assist  in  finding  a  position  for  him; 
he  is  considering  having  all  the  papers  by  Cavendish  translated;  gives 
details  of  the  analysis  of  “an  elastic  stone”  from  Portugal;  notes  on  the 
composition  of  Spirits  of  Wine.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  67-68 

1785  Dec.  17  Some  parcels  sent  to  B.  were  delayed  at  Amsterdam  because 
too  large  for  ordinary  post;  they  are  addressed  to  Fraser  [Under-Secretary 
of  State]  and  can  be  sent  by  any  ship  if  B.  can  arrange  for  an  agent  in 
Amsterdam  to  deal  with  them;  many  people  in  Hanover  are  allowed  to  use 
the  King’s  Messengers,  and  possibly  tbis  method  of  transport  can  be 
resorted  to ;  he  has  heard  from  Blagden ;  repeats  his  hopes  of  being  elected 
to  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  284-285 

[1785 — ]  Much  regrets  that  he  missed  seeing  Planta;  complains  of 

plagiarism  by  the  French;  he  has  written  to  Blagden  a  letter  enclosed  in 
the  cover  of  the  Annals ,  and  suggests  that  the  parcel  went  astray ;  he  has 
since  sent  a  parcel  of  books  addressed  to  Fraser;  describes  chemical 
experiments  and  analyses  by  Scheele  and  others. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  69-70 


6.  Helmstadt  1786  May  1  He  cannot  conceive  how  the  Post  Office  at  Amsterdam  can 
deny  having  received  the  parcel;  again  suggests  the  King’s  Messengers; 


239 


Crell,  Lorenz  Florens  Friedrich  von,  continued 


7.  Helmstadt 


8.  Helmstadt 


9.  Helmstadt 


10.  Helmstadt 


11.  Helmstadt 


12.  Helmstadt 


13.  Helmstadt 


14.  [Helmstadt 


he  is  anxious  for  news  of  [Richard]  Kirwan  ( q.v .) ;  sends  particulars  of  the 
wine  Dr.  Amburger  can  supply  with  details  of  transport  and  cost.  [En¬ 
closed:  extract  from  letter  3rd  Nov.  1785  from  Crell  to  Van  Beem, 
postmaster,  complaining  that  the  packet  addressed  to  Fraser  has  not 
reached  B.  \German.\ ;  letters  from  Van  Beem  denying  knowledge  of  the 
packet  [ French ] ;  wine-list  from  Amburger  [ German ]  ff.  286-289.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  291 

1786  Sept.  29  He  had  hoped  to  hear  that  the  missing  parcel  had  arrived; 
he  will  send  another  copy  of  the  Annals  if  B.  will  state  which  parts  he 
requires ;  he  has  not  had  a  reply  from  Blagden ;  notes  on  various  chemical 
matters;  again  expresses  his  desire  to  be  elected  F.R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  292-293 

1787  Jan.  7  Refers  again  to  the  missing  parcel  of  Annals ;  B.  having 
offered  to  pay,  informs  him  of  the  cost  and  enquires  how  he  would  wish 
them  to  be  sent  in  future;  again  repeats  his  hope  of  being  elected  F.R.S. ; 
asks  B.  if  he  desires  to  become  a  member  of  the  Academia  Imperialis 
Naturae  Curiosorum.  [Note  by  B.  signifying  acceptance  of  the  last  proposal, 
a  copy  of  Crell’s  receipt  for  the  price  of  the  Annals ,  and  that  Crell  has 
been  accepted  as  a  candidate  for  R.S.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  433-434 

1787  May  14  Is  humbly  grateful  for  having  been  selected  as  a  candidate 

for  R.S. ;  note  on  the  cost  and  packing  of  the  Annals ;  Herschel’s  theory  of 
volcanoes  on  the  moon ;  details  of  experiments  by  Useman,  Heyer,  Achard 
and  Gmelin.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  435-436 

1788  Apl.  18  Expresses  his  gratification  and  thanks  to  B.  on  his  election 
as  F.R.S.;  has  sent  the  Annals  and  supplements;  gives  information  on 
emeralds,  iron-ores  for  steel-making  and  experiments  with  charcoal; 
mentions  Hermann  of  Katharinenburg,  Lichtenstein  and  Lowitz. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  33-34 

1789  Apl.  19  Regrets  not  having  heard  from  B.,  as  Blagden  and  Kirwan 
being  absent,  he  is  not  kept  informed  of  news  in  Natural  Philosophy;  has 
received  his  diploma  from  R.S. ;  news  of  Hermann’s  work  in  Siberia  where 
he  is  experimenting  in  a  great  iron- works  and  reports  that  one  of  the  chief 
things  for  making  steel  is  Manganese.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  166-167 

1789  Aug.  16  Hopes  that  B.  has  received  all  that  he  has  sent  him,  and 

that  he  has  not  offended  him;  sends  paper  by  August  Vettheim  at  the 
author’s  desire,  with  a  second  copy  for  Cavendish;  informs  B.  of  his 
election  to  Acad.  Imp.  Naturae  Curiosorum,  diploma  for  which  will  be 
sent  by  Dr.  Schmiedel;  sends  pamphlets  for  Kirwan;  wishes  to  be  kept 
informed  on  chemical  matters.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  164-165 

1790  Mar.  4  Describes  his  disagreement  with  Blagden  and  asks  B.  to 
intervene;  thanks  for  letter  about  recent  chemical  discoveries;  has  sent 
his  diploma  as  member  of  the  Academia  Imperialis ;  mentions  loss  of  copies 
of  Annals  sent  for  B.  and  the  R.S.  Library.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  296-297 

1790  — ]  Discusses  arrangements  for  sending  the  Annals  and  asks  for 

papers  on  chemical  subjects,  also  for  specimens  of  diamond-spar  from 
Greville;  sends  news  of  various  scientific  matters  especially  the  invention 
of  a  paint  by  De  Berish  for  use  below  the  water-line  at  sea. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  298-299 
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17.  Helmstadt 

18.  Helmstadt 


19.  Helmstadt 


20.  Helmstadt 


21.  Helmstadt 


22.  Helmstadt 


23.  Helmstadt 
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1790  Aug.  25  Recommends  the  bearer,  Schmeisser,  a  good  chemist; 
gives  news  of  chemical  experiments,  especially  those  of  von  Ruprecht; 
asks  for  similar  news  from  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  300-301 

1790  Nov.  13  Complains  of  no  answers  to  letters  to  B.  and  to  Macie, 

and  expresses  his  desire  to  correspond  with  Fellows  of  R.S.;  asks  for 
scientific  news  from  England  and  describes  chemical  and  metallurgical 
researches  in  Germany;  recommends  the  bearer,  Wagener,  chemist  and 
mineralogist.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  302 

1791  Jan.  16  Promises  in  future  not  to  publish  the  names  of  his  English 

scientific  correspondents  except  by  special  permission;  discussion  of 
various  scientific  matters.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  125-126 

1794  Apl.  16  As  so  long  a  time  has  passed  since  he  heard  from  B.,  hopes 
he  is  not  forgotten ;  introduces  Dr.  Rose,  a  young  man  versed  in  Anatomy, 
Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy;  as  B.  has  not  asked  him  to  continue 
sending  the  Annals ,  asks  if  he  is  obtaining  it  from  another  source;  note  on 
the  “metallization”  of  Barytes  vitriolata  by  Giov.  Martinenghi  of  Pavia, 
whose  paper  is  now  being  printed  in  the  Annals. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  265-266 

1796  Jan.  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  long  letter  about  the  gold  mine  [in  Ire¬ 
land;  see  Hamilton,  Sir  W.,  No.  57;  Lloyd,  John,  Nos.  48-50];  it  is 
now  in  print,  but  without  B.’s  name  as  requested;  desires  B.  to  ask 
Schmeisser  to  send  him  chemical  news  as  he  formerly  did;  asks  for 
additional  reprints  of  his  papers  in  Phil.  Trans.]  Klaproth’s  analyses  of 
precious  stones;  Diamond  Spar  and  Sapphire  contain  no  Silicon;  K.  has 
discovered  a  new  element,  Titanium;  suggests  that  Prince  Gallitzin  ( q.v .) 
should  be  elected  an  Honorary  F.R.S.;  states  his  qualifications.  [Titanium 
was  first  isolated  by  Rev.  William  Gregor  in  1789.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  326-327 

1796  Sept.  5  Asks  B.  if  he  has  received  his  two  last  letters,  one  proposing 
Prince  Gallitzin  to  R.S.,  the  other  enclosing  his  paper  on  Caloric,  etc., 
from  combustible  bodies  which  he  desires  to  be  printed  in  Phil.  Trans. ; 
suggests  that  the  time  he  has  bestowed  upon  this  paper  might  entitle  him 
to  the  award  of  the  annual  premium  [Copley  Medal]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  328 

1796  Oct.  29  Repeats  his  hopes  that  Prince  Gallitzin  may  be  elected 
F.R.S. ;  refers  again  to  his  paper  on  the  Source  of  Caloric;  as  it  is  written 
in  English,  desires  it  to  be  checked  before  printing;  repeats  his  hope  of 
being  awarded  the  premium  for  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  332-333 

1796  Nov.  20  Has  received  from  B.  two  copies  of  Hatchett’s  paper  but 
no  letter;  fears  his  paper  [on  Caloric]  has  gone  astray  and  now  sends 
another  copy;  is  longing  to  hear  that  he  may  be  awarded  the  premium  for 
it,  as  [Alessandro]  Volta  was  the  previous  year.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  329 

1796  Dec.  20  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  Prince  Gallitzin  is  eligible  as  a 
Foreign  Member  of  R.S.,  if  a  certificate  is  presented  signed  by  three 
Fellows;  is  sorry  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  his  paper  but  hopes  the  duplicate 
he  sent  has  now  arrived ;  again  refers  to  his  hopes  of  obtaining  an  award ; 
discusses  caloric  in  Oxygen  and  Hydrogen. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  330-331 
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24.  Helmstadt  1797  Mar.  15  Acknowledges  B.’s  letters  of  17  Jan.  and  8  Feb.  informing 

him  that  his  paper  has  arrived ;  sends  signed  certificate  for  Prince  Gallitzin; 
asks  for  B.’s  private  opinion  of  his  paper  in  which  he  hopes  he  has  vindi¬ 
cated  Dr.  Crawford  against  the  French;  has  taken  a  public  stand  before 
against  the  French,  especially  in  the  case  of  Cavendish;  regrets  that  his 
paper  arrived  too  late  to  be  considered  for  an  award;  will  shortly  send 
two  more  papers,  one  showing  that  Crawford’s  Specific  Heat  is  the  same 
as  Caloric,  the  other  showing  that  the  same  can  be  deduced  from  Lavois¬ 
ier’s  experiments ;  gives  directions  in  the  event  of  the  papers  going  astray 
and  asks  if  publication  in  the  Annals  will  tell  against  him  in  considering 
the  award ;  notes  on  Klaproth’s  analysis  of  the  Garnet ;  asks  for  a  copy  of 
Priestley’s  analysis  of  atmospheric  air  and  Wedgwood’s  description  of  the 
pyrometer,  and  sends  letter  to  be  forwarded  to  Kirwan. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  334-335 

25.  Helmstadt  1797  Mar.  23  Has  sent  off  the  certificate  for  Prince  Gallitzin,  signed  by 

the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  Lichtenberg,  Blumenbach,  Forster  and  himself; 
encloses  the  two  papers  mentioned  in  his  last  letter  and  repeats  his  hopes 
for  an  award;  a  controversy  about  the  use  of  lead  substances  in  glazing 
earthenware;  Count  Puschkin  has  discovered  a  simple  way  of  making  an 
amalgam  of  Platinum.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  336 


26.  Helmstadt  1797  Apl.  13  Asks  whether  his  letters  of  15  and  23  March  have  arrived, 

and  the  Certificate  for  Prince  Gallitzin;  quotes  Puschkin’s  account  of  his 
experiments  on  the  Platinum  amalgam. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  338-339 

27.  Helmstadt  1797  Apl.  27  Is  gratified  to  hear  of  B.’s  appointment  as  Privy  Councillor 

and  congratulates  him,  and  also  to  hear  that  Prince  Gallitzin’s  Certificate 
has  arrived;  greatly  regrets  that  no  papers  will  be  accepted  by  R.S.  or 
printed  in  Phil.  Trans,  if  they  have  been  published  elsewhere;  asks  if  he 
enlarged  the  materials  in  his  three  papers  and  re-wrote  the  whole  in 
Latin,  that  it  would  be  considered  afresh;  sends  notes  on  new  minerals 
discovered  by  Gallitzin  and  on  Klaproth’s  analyses. 

,  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  340-341 

28.  Helmstadt  1797  May  8  Acknowledges  second  letter  from  B.  notifying  the  arrival  of 

his  two  papers  and  the  Certificate ;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  Kirwan  is  well 
and  asks  if  the  2nd  vol.  of  his  Mineralogy  has  appeared ;  Blagden  [as  Sec., 
R.S.]  has  informed  him  that  his  first  paper  has  been  read  and  deposited 
in  the  archives;  notes  on  the  precipitation  of  Titanium  and  Puschkin’s 
experiments  with  Phosphorus;  is  working  at  the  decomposition  of  Sal 
Sedativum.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  342-343 


29.  Helmstadt  1798  Sept.  8  Is  very  pleased  to  hear  of  the  election  of  Prince  Gallitzin; 

sends  two  papers,  both  in  German,  as  he  wishes  to  be  in  time  to  have  them 
considered  for  the  Copley  Medal;  the  first  deals  with  the  decomposition  of 
Sal  Sedativum  and  its  analysis ;  gives  a  summary  of  his  experiments  thereon ; 
the  second  paper  deals  with  the  growth  of  Helianthus  annuus  in  waste  sand 
from  a  chemical  furnace;  it  was  watered  and  kept  in  a  sunny  place  and  the 
seeds  germinated  satisfactorily;  discusses  its  nutrition  and  the  origin  of 
the  combustible  matter  of  which  the  plant  is  composed.  [All  except  the 
last  folio  are  by  another  hand.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  441-446 
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30.  Helmstadt  1798  Sept.  16  This  letter  is  almost  entirely  a  duplicate  of  the  last,  but 

discusses  in  rather  more  detail  the  origin  of  the  carbon  in  the  plant  grown  in 
sand  which  has  been  heated  many  times  over.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098. 448-45 1 

31.  Helmstadt  1798  Sept.  21  Refers  to  his  duplicate  letters  of  8  and  16  Sept,  and  explains 

that  he  only  sent  one  of  the  papers  mentioned,  and  now  sends  the  other ; 
asks  for  reprints  of  the  chemical  papers  in  Part  I  of  Phil.  Trans.  1798, 
to  be  sent  to  an  address  in  London.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  447 


CREMER,  C.  C. 

1.  Soho  Square 

2.  Crawley 


3- 


Woburn 


4.  Woburn 


Land  Surveyor 

1796  Feb.  9  *  Asks  for  explanation  of  the  differences  between  the 
measurements  of  certain  closes  in  his  survey,  and  those  made  for  his 
tenants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  16 

1796  Feb.  19  [To  Thomas  Stone,  q.vi\  Acknowledges  the  plan  and 
reference-book  of  the  Revesby  Survey  and  discusses  and  attempts  to 
explain  the  errors  he  made.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  24 

1796  Feb.  23  [To  Thomas  Stone.]  Further  details  on  the  same  subject. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  24  (2) 
1796  Feb.  23  Has  examined  his  plan  and  reference  book  and  regrets  the 
errors  in  the  calculations  in  his  survey;  attempts  to  explain  how  they  arose. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  20-21 


CRISP,  John,  F.R.S.  (d.  1803).  Botanist 

1.  Port  1789  Aug.  17  Is  sending  by  Pitt ,  Capt.  Manning,  a  wild  goat,  and  if  it 

Marlbro’  arrives  alive,  asks  B.’s  acceptance;  it  is  the  kind  called  by  Marsden 

Cambing-Ortan,  but  it  is  nearer  to  the  deer  than  the  goat  tribe ;  also  sends 
specimens  of  birds  in  spirit.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  358 

2.  Port  1792  Mar.  10  Mr.  Bell  has  arrived  with  B.’s  recommendation;  a 

Marlbro’  Cambing-Ortan  was  obtained  which  Bell  has  dissected,  described  and 

drawn ;  is  sending  Camphire  and  other  plants  requested ;  intends  to  make  a 
tour  of  the  small  islands  off  Sumatra  with  Bell.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  77 

CROFT,  Sir  Herbert,  Bart.  (1751-1816).  Author 


Holywell 


2.  Wigmore 
Street 


7.  Wigmore 
Street 


[1788]  Feb.  19  Sends  a  specimen  letter  of  [William]  Crotch,  “who 
through  Mr.  Schomberg’s  humanity,  promises  to  soar  above  fiddling; 
the  boy  will  be  13  next  July” ;  wishes  B.  to  visit  the  museum  and  see  his 
MSS.  [Note  by  B.,  “Crotch  in  his  letter  says  he  has  planned  an  orchestra 
for  1515  performers.  Mr.  Schomberg  of  Magdalen  has  undertaken  his 
educat"”.]  D.T.C.  6.  13 

[1788]  Feb.  25  He  wishes  for  B.’s  advice  without  giving  him  trouble; 
will  bring  his  MSS.  to  Soho  Square  if  B.  so  desires;  hopes  to  see  B. 
to-morrow.  [Note  by  B.  expressing  wonder  why  he  was  asked  to  give  an 
opinion  on  a  new  English  dictionary,  evidently  a  plan  to  get  Blagden’s 
opinion;  determined  not  to  go,  but  “I  determined  on  recollection  to  go 
alone,  I  shall  not  be  much  bord”.]  D.T.C.  6.  14-15 

[1788]  Mar.  1  Writes  to  B.,  “you  are  not  a  man  of  compliments  ...  I 
feel  myself  flattered  by  your  obliging  countenance”,  which  the  English 
Dictionary  will  not  disgrace;  will  avail  himself  of  the  “unusual  liberalities 
of  Soho  Square”.  [Croft  planned  a  new  edition  of  Johnson’s  Dictionary, 
which  failed  through  lack  of  subscribers.]  D.T.C.  6.  16 
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CROKER,  John  Wilson  (1780-1857).  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty 

1.  [Soho  Square  1811  ?  — ]  *  Returns  the  papers  on  Capt.  Flinders’s  discovery,  together 
with  a  report  thereon  drawn  up  by  Major  Rennell;  suggests  that  some  of 
the  captains  of  King’s  ships  should  be  given  copies  of  this  report  with 
orders  to  transmit  their  observations  thereon,  as  the  differences  in  the 
direction  of  the  magnetic  needle  from  the  causes  pointed  out  by  Flinders 
are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  correct  navigation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  354 


CROKER,  Rev.  Temple  Henry  (d.  1793).  Miscellaneous  Writer 

1.  St.  1791  Mar.  9  Sends  B.  his  treatise  on  magnetism  [ Experimental  Magnet- 

Christophers  ism,  or  the  Truth  of  Mr.  Mason's  Discoveries,  etc.,  London,  1761],  which 
was  published  as  long  ago  as  1761  and  is  now  scarce;  sends  a  Terella,  or 
dip-needle,  constructed  by  Sisson  for  Martin  Folkes.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  37 

CROMPTON,  — .  Lieut.  Royal  African  Corps 

1.  Goree  1806  Mar.  3  [To  his  father  in  London.]  He  has  received  information 

that  Mungo  Park  has  been  some  time  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  but  could 
not  build  his  boats  as  his  carpenters  had  died  together  with  all  the  soldiers 
of  the  African  Corps  except  seven;  these,  together  with  Park,  Lieut. 
Martyn  and  Scott,  have  proceeded  in  canoes  down  the  river;  Park’s 
brother-in-law,  Alexander  Anderson,  the  surgeon,  died  on  the  Niger;  if 
any  of  Park’s  friends  are  met  with,  they  will  be  pleased  to  know  that 
7  weeks  ago  he  was  in  good  health.  [With  notes  by  B.  on  the  back.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37232.  66 
D.T.C.  16.  262 


CROSBIE,  Andrew  (1733-1785) 

1.  Holm  1775  Sept.  20  Introduces  Thomas  Clarke  who  has  been  appointed  to 

manage  the  Botanic  Garden  to  be  established  in  Jamaica;  he  will  be 
grateful  to  B.  for  hints  as  to  how  best  to  qualify  himself  for  his  work. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  52 


CULLEN,  Charles 


1.  Middle 
Temple  Lane 

2.  Soho  Square 


3.  Middle 
Temple 
Lane 


4.  [Soho 
Square] 


[1787  Mar.  29]  Sends  B.  a  presentation  copy  of  his  Storia  Antica  del 
Messico.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  114 

1787  Mar.  30  #  Returns  thanks  for  his  present  for  which  he  would  like 
to  make  some  return,  and  asks  C.  to  make  his  wishes  known. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  114  vo. 

1789  June  12  A  copy  of  William  Cullen’s  Treatise  of  the  Materia  Medica 
[2  vols.,  Edinburgh,  1789],  is  to  be  presented  to  R.S.;  considers  Dr. 
Cullen  deserving  of  some  mark  of  royal  favour,  and  presumes  that  B. 
would  be  pleased  to  propose  to  R.S.  to  address  the  King  for  this  object. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  246-247 
D.T.C.  6.  1 72-1 73 

1789  June  12  *  The  bookseller  has  delivered  a  copy  of  Dr.  Cullen’s  work 
which  he  presumed  to  be  a  present  to  himself;  there  is  no  precedent  for 
R.S.  to  address  the  King,  but  all  the  Fellows  have  the  fullest  admiration 
for  Dr.  Cullen’s  learning  and  ability.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  247 

D.T.C.  6.  174 
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CULLUM,  Rev. 

1.  Hardwick 
House 

2.  Hardwick 
House 


3.  Hardwick 
House 

4.  Hardwick 
House 


Sir  John,  6th  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1733-1785)-  Antiquary  and  Botanist 
1774  Apl.  25  Expresses  gratitude  for  B.’s  polite  reception  of  him  in 
London;  has  found  in  his  neighbourhood  Scrophularia  vernalis  and 
Potentilla  verna,  and  offers  specimens.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  35 

1774  Oct.  25  Having  made  a  list  of  local  plants  desired  by  B.  has 
procured  specimens,  which  have  been  sent  to  the  house  of  a  friend  in 
London  for  B.  to  collect ;  an  alpine  plant  found  on  Snowdon ;  conchological 
specimens  collected;  is  ambitious  to  become  F.R.S.  and  requests  B.’s 
support.  [Elected  7  Mar.  1775.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  40-41 

1774  Nov.  22  Discussion  of  various  plants;  hopes  soon  to  visit  London 
and  call  upon  B. ;  is  much  gratified  by  B.’s  recommendation  for  his  election 
as  F.R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  42-43 

1784  July  19  Has  heard  from  Blagden  that  the  account  of  the  remarkable 
frost  in  June  1783  which  he  sent  to  B.  is  to  be  printed;  requests  that  the 
MS.  may  be  returned  to  him  for  revision  before  going  to  press. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  266 


CULLUM,  Sir  Thomas  Gery,  7th  Bt.,  F.R.S.  (1741-1831).  Botanist 

1.  Bury  St.  1789  Oct.  22  Has  recently  been  in  Cornwall;  description  of  various  rare 
Edmunds  plants  found  there;  sends  seeds  of  Ligusticum  cornubiense. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  267 


CUMBERLAND,  Duke  of — See  Ernest  Augustus  (H.R.H.) 


CUMBERLAND,  George  (1748-1836).  Traveller  and  Antiquary 

1.  Soho  Square  1784  Mar.  6  *  Returns  with  thanks  “Mr  Parceuxs  Pamphlet”  [Antoine 
de  Parcieux,  Dissertation  sur  les  Globes  Aerostatiques,  Paris,  1783];  also 
thanks  him  for  drawings  of  an  Aerostate  [balloon],  and  expresses  the 
opinion  that  the  attempt  to  guide  it  would  be  very  hazardous. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  36494.  285 


2.  Lucerne  1786  Aug.  24  Encloses  for  the  information  of  B.  and  R.S.  the  observa¬ 

tions  made  on  the  ascent  of  Mont  Blanc  by  Dr.  Packard  [Michael  Gabriel 
Paccard  ( q.v.)] ;  his  sight  was  much  affected  by  the  intense  cold,  but  he  has 
related  his  experiences  fully;  he  has  kept  accurate  barometer  records;  if 
desired  he  will  send  a  certificate  by  Baron  de  Gersdorf  and  Mr.  Myer, 
who  witnessed  the  ascent  by  means  of  a  powerful  telescope ;  comments  on 
Paccard’s  report,  which  P.  will  amplify  when  his  eyes  have  recovered. 
[N.R.R.S.,  11,  236-7.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35057.  59-60 

D.T.C.  5.  45-56 

3.  Soho  Square  1787  Jan.  26*  He  has  laid  C.’s  application  to  study  in  the  British 

Museum  before  the  Trustees  ;  as  the  headship  of  the  department  he  desires 
to  use  is  vacant  through  the  death  of  [the  Rev.  Paul  Henry]  Maty,  applica¬ 
tions  must  be  declined  until  the  post  is  filled.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  36495.  170 

4.  Soho  Square  1787  Feb.  1  *  Same  information  as  last,  beginning  ‘‘I  fear  I  forgot  to 

acquaint  you”,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  36495.  178 


CUM  MING,  Edward  (fl.  1782-1792).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Britannia,  1789  Feb.  1  The  plants  conveyed  for  B.  to  St.  Helena  are  likely  to  do 
Downs  well ;  has  kept  the  Guinea  Grass  in  his  cabin  with  a  fire  during  the  frost ; 
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Cummin  G,  Edward,  continued 

is  waiting  for  favourable  weather  to  sail;  the  young  man  [Birch]  recom¬ 
mended  by  B.  is  “one  of  the  finest  in  my  ship’’. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  224 

2.  Britannia ,  [1790]  Aug.  17  Had  brought  from  Batavia  a  number  of  living  plants 

Channel  which  in  spite  of  the  long  voyage  were  in  fair  condition,  but  on  7th  Aug. 

in  a  hurricane  which  carried  away  the  sails,  they  suffered  damage ;  requests 
B.  to  send  for  what  has  survived  as  soon  as  the  ship  berths;  in  addition 
to  these  plants,  had  some  others  on  board  from  [Alexander]  Duncan  ( q.v .) 
and  others ;  has  promoted  Birch  to  be  5th  Mate. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  51-52 


3.  Britannia,  off 
I.  of  Wight 


4.  Berners 
Street 


1792  Apl.  20  Has  brought  two  boxes  containing  plants  from  [Alexander] 
Duncan  of  Canton ;  requests  B.  to  send  for  them  as  soon  as  the  ship  berths 
as  they  are  being  affected  by  the  colder  climate;  found  the  garden  at  St. 
Helena  in  a  languishing  condition;  offers  B.  the  boat  belonging  to  the 
King  of  the  Pellew  Islands.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  1 53—1 54 

[1792  May—]  Informs  B.  that  the  Customs  officers  have  insisted  on 
sending  the  canoe  to  the  India  Warehouse;  if  B.  will  write  to  his  friend 
there  he  will  no  doubt  give  orders  for  it  to  be  discharged  free  of  duty;  all 
the  gear  is  inside  the  canoe  and  Capt.  Wilson’s  brother  has  offered  to  rig  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  252 


CUNNINGHAM,  Allan  (1791-1839).  Botanical  Collector 

1 .  Soho  Square  1816  June  1  #  [Joint  letter  to  C.  and  James  Bowie,  q.vi\  He  is  well  satisfied 

with  their  diligence  [in  Brazil] ;  all  the  plants  sent  home  have  arrived;  the 
expedition  to  St.  Paul  was  not  worth  the  hardships  it  entailed,  for  the 
specimens  were  all  much  damaged;  three  ships  for  New  South  Wales  will 
soon  arrive  at  Rio  with  orders  to  give  a  passage  to  C. ;  if  the  ships  do  not 
touch  at  the  Cape,  advises  Bowie  also  to  go  to  N.S.W.  whence  he  will 
easily  get  a  ship  for  the  Cape.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  340 

2.  Soho  Square  1817  Feb.  20  #  A  vessel  from  New  South  Wales  is  about  to  explore  the 

N.W.  and  W.  coasts  of  New  Holland;  C.  is  to  join  it  and  do  special 
service  for  his  royal  patron ;  he  is  to  put  himself  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  King  and  to  apply  to  Governor  Macquarie  for  an  assistant;  ripe 
seeds  only  are  to  be  collected,  and  no  living  plants  brought  on  board 
without  the  Commander’s  permission,  as  water  is  likely  to  be  scarce. 

D.T.C.  20.  17-19 


3.  Parramatta,  1817  Sept.  20  He  arrived  on  8th  Sept.;  gives  a  brief  account  of  the 
N.S.W.  voyage;  the  vessel  will  not  be  ready  for  Lieut.  King  for  three  or  four 

months ;  the  Colonial  Govt,  brig  Lady  Nelson  may  be  suitable. 

Cunn.  175 


4.  Coeping  1818  June  9  Account  of  the  voyage  of  H.M.  Cutter  Mermaid  to  the  N. 
[Kupang]  Bay  and  N.W.  coasts  of  Australia.  Cunn.  177-178 


5.  Parramatta  1818  Sept.  25  Further  particulars  of  the  voyage  from  which  he  has 

returned  safely;  he  is  preparing  a  full  journal  of  the  last  eight  months. 

Cunn.  179-180 

6.  Parramatta  1818  Oct.  3  Sends  a  copy  of  his  journal ;  he  now  proposes  to  spend  eight 

weeks  in  the  Five  Islands.  Cunn.  181 
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7.  Parramatta 


8.  Sydney 


9.  Sydney 


10.  Mermaid , 
off  Port 
Macquarie 


11.  Coeping  Bay 
Timor 


12.  Soho  Square 


1818  Dec.  19  Sends  by  Shipley ,  late  convict  ship,  an  account  of  his 

results  in  the  Five  Islands  from  which  he  brought  an  interesting  collection ; 
is  preparing  to  join  Lieut.  King  in  H.M.S.  Mermaid  on  a  voyage  of  dis¬ 
covery  to  Van  Diemen’s  Land  ;  Governor  Macquarie  is  forming  a  Botanic 
Garden  at  Parramatta  under  the  direction  of  Charles  Fraser,  late  Private, 
46th  Regt.,  who  is  styled  Colonial  Botanist.  Cunn.  182 

1819  Mar.  29  Has  made  a  tour  in  Van  Diemen’s  Land;  Fraser  has  been 
as  Colonial  Botanist  and  collector  on  Oxley’s  second  inland  expedition; 
plants  from  that  expedition,  divided  into  three  sets,  have  been  sent  to  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  Prince  Leopold,  and  Earl  Bathurst.  Cunn.  183 

1819  Apl.  17  He  has  sent  four  cases  to  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew;  the 
departure  of  the  second  northern  voyage  has  been  delayed  as  the  Mermaid 
is  refitting ;  as  he  will  visit  the  coasts  at  a  different  season,  he  hopes  to  find 
new  plants.  Cunn.  184 

1819  May  21  After  a  delayed  start  from  Port  Jackson,  the  ship  proceeded 
in  company  with  Lady  Nelson  to  Port  Macquarie  to  assist  in  the  survey  of 
the  port  and  River  Hastings ;  the  survey  has  been  completed  by  Govr. 
King  and  [Lieut.  John]  Oxley,  who  have  now  returned  ;  has  collected  many 
fine  plants  and  has  found  a  new  palm,  12  ft.  high,  and  a  species  of  Pothos ; 
in  the  rich  land  S.  of  the  port  there  are  Eucalyptus  trees  and  on  the  shore, 
Banksia  integrifolia ;  in  the  woodlands  are  useful  timber-trees,  and  many 
trees  bound  together  by  great  climbing  plants ;  physical  and  geological 
description  of  the  district ;  intended  to  send  home  plants  already  collected 
by  Surrey  from  Port  Jackson,  but  they  are  not  yet  dry  enough. 

Cunn.  185 

1819  Nov.  8  The  second  voyage  of  discovery  terminated  in  May;  gives 

a  full  diary  and  list  of  places  visited  on  this  third  voyage;  Port  Curtis, 
Percy  Isles,  Whitsunday  Passage,  Cleveland  Head,  the  islands  in  Halifax 
and  Rockingham  Bays,  Fitzroy  Island;  the  ship  was  delayed  in  the  En¬ 
deavour  River  and  suffered  annoyances  from  the  natives;  the  abandoned 
wreck  of  the  Frederick  was  found;  followed  the  course  of  Flinders  and 
completed  Cook’s  Survey  of  the  N.  Coast;  sailed  from  Goulburn  Island 
to  Coeping ;  plants  were  collected  at  various  places  on  the  voyage ;  unless 
ordered  to  the  contrary,  he  hopes  to  accompany  a  further  survey  of  the 
N.W.  Coast.  Kew:  B.C.  2.355-358 

Webster  Coll.  <4> 

1820  Apl.  14*  The  specimens  sent  home  have  arrived  safely;  he  de¬ 
serves  great  credit  for  having  volunteered  to  go  with  Lieut.  King  a  second 
time;  he  hopes  he  will  attend  to  the  plants  from  the  inland  expeditions 
from  Sydney;  he  entirely  approves  of  his  whole  conduct,  as  also  does 
Aiton. 

Hooker's  Journ.  Bot.  4.  (1841).  266 


CURRIE,  James,  F.R.S.  (1756-1805).  Physician 

1.  Liverpool  1797  Jan.  25  Describes  his  experiments  for  the  use  of  Nitric  Acid 
instead  of  Mercury  in  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease  and  for  obstructions 
of  the  liver  in  warm  climates;  describes  successful  case-results  in  chronic 
hepatitis;  has  many  opportunities  for  testing  his  methods;  advocates  the 
use  of  Nitric  Acid  in  treating  cases  of  yellow  fever  in  the  West  Indies;  as 
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it  is  beyond  the  power  of  an  individual  to  procure  the  adoption  of  these 
methods,  he  hopes  B.  will  interest  Government  in  the  matter. 

Hill  Coll.  6.  24 

2.  [Soho  1797  Feb.  1  *  Will  not  forget  that  C.  suggested  a  trial  [of  Nitric  Acid]  in 

Square]  cases  of  yellow  fever  and  rejoices  that  he  has  written  to  the  West  Indies 

on  the  subject;  should  it  prove  efficacious,  the  country  is  under  an 
obligation  to  C.  for  having  first  suggested  it.  Hill  Coll.  6.  24  vo. 


3.  Liverpool 


4.  Liverpool 


5.  Liverpool 


6.  Liverpool 


1800  Dec.  23  Has  heard  from  Dr.  Garthshore  of  the  results  of  B.’s 

enquiries  into  the  allowances  to  French  prisoners;  has  examined  many  of 
them  in  Liverpool  and  can  furnish  additional  information;  their  misery  is 
extreme  through  lack  of  clothing,  fuel  and  insufficient  food ;  their  present 
rations  are  insufficient  to  support  life  and  maintain  health;  Dr.  Carmichael 
Smyth  and  Dr.  [Gilbert]  Blane  should  also  be  consulted;  the  allowances 
are  fixed  not  by  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board,  but  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty; 
the  Dutch  prisoners  are  mingled  with  the  French,  and  their  case  is  just  as 
bad;  the  condition  of  all  the  prisoners  has  deteriorated  much  in  the  past 
year;  high  mortality  rate;  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool  has  lately  visited  the 
prisoners  and  reported  to  Government.  Hill  Coll.  6.  25 

1801  Jan.  5  [To  Dr.  Gilbert  Blane  (<?•■».).]  Has  received  a  letter  from  B. 

enclosing  a  letter  received  by  him  from  Blane,  which  suggests  that  he  has 
expressed  himself  unguardedly  and  has  been  misinformed;  justifies  his 
assertions  and  gives  further  particulars  of  the  plight  of  the  prisoners  and 
his  motives  for  taking  up  their  case.  Hill  Coll.  6.  26 

1802  Feb.  20  Sends  a  copy  of  the  Library  Catalogue  of  the  Liverpool 

Athenaeum,  the  history  and  objects  of  which  are  set  out  in  the  preface; 
requests  B.  to  insert  the  titles  of  such  books  as  he  considers  it  desirable 
to  obtain  and  return  it  to  him;  a  subscription  has  been  raised  to  lay  out 
a  Botanic  Garden  of  5  acres,  which  is  now  in  progress;  Dr.  Wright  of 
Edinburgh  has  promised  assistance,  but  B.’s  patronage  and  advice  would 
be  highly  valued ;  reports  that  much  amelioration  in  the  comfort  and  health 
of  the  prisoners  has  been  accomplished.  D.T.C.  13.  28-31 

1802  May  23  Thanks  B.  for  his  valuable  presents  to  the  Athenaeum  and 
the  Library  of  the  Botanic  Garden;  at'the  annual  meeting  of  the  Botanic 
Institution,  Roscoe,  the  Vice-President,  delivered  an  address  which  will 
be  printed,  together  with  the  Laws  and  List  of  Members,  and  will  be  sent 
to  B. ;  Dr.  J.  E.  Smith  will  open  the  Garden  with  a  course  of  lectures  next 
month.  D.T.C.  13.  1 21-123 


CURTIS,  William  (1746-1799).  Botanist  and  Entomologist 


1.  Burlington 
Street 

2.  [Soho 
Square] 


[1771]  —  *  Returns  thanks  for  Instructions  for  Collecting  and  Preserving 
bisects,  and  also  the  thanks  of  Dr.  Solander.  [Printed  in  William  Curtis 
(1941),  by  W.  Hugh  Curtis,  p.  13.]  Curtis.  902.  1.  69  (1) 

1783  Nov.  14  *  Sends  seeds  collected  in  Lincolnshire;  hopes  he  may  be 
able  to  supply  plants  not  represented  in  his  garden.  [Printed  in  op.  cit., 
p.  63.]  Curtis.  902.  1.  69  (2) 


CUST,  Brownlow,  1st  Baron  Brownlow  (1744-1807) 

1.  [London]  [1794]  Mar.  19  Wishing  to  promote  peace  and  prevent  what  has  been  so 
well  begun  [the  County  Defence  Scheme]  from  being  spoiled,  he  called  at 
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Cust,  Brownlow,  continued 

Savile  Row  [i.e.  on  the  Duke  of  Ancaster,  Lord  Lieut,  of  Lincolnshire]  and 
made  an  impression;  fears  there  is  some  shabby  and  mischievous  influence 
at  work.  Lindsey,  n.  i.  3B 

2.  [Soho  Square  1794  Mar.  20]  *  He  is  sincerely  obliged  for  his  Lordship’s  action  as  medi¬ 

ator;  he  does  not  wish  to  criticize  the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Lieut.,  but  feels 
bound  to  defend  his  Grand  Jury  from  attack;  he  has  always  treated  the 
Lord  Lieut,  with  courtesy  and  has  consulted  him  about  the  meeting  called, 
hoping  His  Grace  would  take  the  chair,  which  he  trusts  he  will  do  and 
hopes  matters  may  be  arranged  without  collision.  Lindsey,  ix.  1.  3B 

3.  [London]  [1794]  Mar.  22  Acknowledges  the  Resolution  and  List  of  Subscribers 

and  will  attend  the  meeting  on  the  24th  March.  Lindsey.  11.  1.  13B 


CUVIER,  Georges 
Naturalist 
1.  Jardin  des 
Plantes 


Leopold  Chretien  Frederic  Dagobert,  Baron,  F.M.R.S.  (1769-1832). 


2. 


Jardin  des 
Plantes 


Paris 


4.  [Paris 


his 


1800  Aug.  3  [Dated  15  Thermidor,  an  8.]  Sends  two  copies  of 
Lemons  d' Ancitomie  Comparee ,  one  for  B.  and  one  for  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  158 
1800  Dec.  6  [Dated  15  Frimaire,  an  9.]  Wishes  to  add  to  the  homage  he 
has  already  paid  to  B.  in  his  book  on  Comparative  Anatomy  by  sending 
him  the  first  part  of  a  book  of  Natural  History  drawings  [probably  La 
Menagerie  du  Museum ,  1801] ;  sends  also  some  copies  of  a  prospectus  of  a 
comprehensive  work  on  fossils  with  which  he  needs  help  and  co-operation 
and  asks  B.  to  distribute  them.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  154 
1806  May  9  Expresses  the  gratification  he  feels  in  being  elected  to  R.S. 

[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  14-15 

1812  — ]  Is  presenting  a  copy  of  his  work  on  fossil  bones  as  a  mark  of  his 

respectful  devotion.  [Recherches  sur  les  Ossemens  Fossiles,  1812;  See 
Desbassayns,  P.  P.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  218 


DAHL,  Andreas  (1751-1789).  Naturalist 

1.  Gothenburg  1787  Aug.  18  Has  heard  from  Olof  Swartz  soon  after  he  reached  home 
that  Epidendrum  pusilhtm  is  wanting  in  the  Banksian  Herbarium ;  he  has 
two  specimens,  one  of  which  he  offers  to  B.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  438-439 


DAIGNAN,  Guillaume  (1732-1812).  Army  Surgeon 

1.  Paris  1786  Apl.  6  In  his  medical  career  he  owes  a  great  debt  to  [Sir  John] 

Pringle,  now  deceased;  had  hoped  to  see  him  in  England;  all  that  now 
remains  for  him  is  “to  knock  at  the  door  of  the  Sanctuary  where  his 
memory  is  for  ever  green” ;  asks  B.  if  he  might  have  access  to  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  294-295 

D’ALEMBERT,  Jean  Le  Rond,  F.R.S.  (1717-1783).  Mathematician 
1.  Paris  1772  July  26  Has  communicated  B.’s  letter  to  the  Academie  des  Sciences ; 

expresses  regrets  at  the  obstacles  to  science  in  England  and  elsewhere; 
congratulates  himself  on  having  B.  as  a  Corresponding  Member.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  17-18 
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DALRYMPLE,  Alexander,  F.R.S.  (1737-1808).  Hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty 

1.  Soho  Square  1787  Dec.  30*  He  would  rather  receive  “a  Plump  refusal  by  writing 

than  by  word  of  mouth.  Sorry  you  were  from  home  when  I  calld,  it  was 
to-day  not  yesterday”.  Ward  MSS.  6 

2.  [London]  1803  Aug.  22  In  reply  to  B.’s  question  at  what  time  the  E.I.  Co.  was 

expelled  from  Amoy  and  removed  to  Canton,  he  answers  that  they  were 
not  expelled,  but  owing  to  the  impositions  inflicted  on  their  trade,  the 
Co.’s  ships  ceased  from  going  to  Amoy  and  visited  Canton  only,  where 
they  had  regularly  called  before  Amoy  was  abandoned;  the  last  ship  that 
went  to  Amoy  sailed  from  England  in  1713;  at  Amoy  the  Chinese  took  the 
guns  out  of  the  ships  which  was  never  done  at  Canton;  the  Co.  never  had 
a  Factory  at  Amoy;  gives  reminiscences  of  what  he  saw  and  heard  in 
Canton  in  1760,  and  extracts  from  the  consultations  relating  to  ships  at 
that  port.  D.T.C.  14.  103-110 


DALTON,  Henry,  F.R.S. 

1.  Soho  Square  1813  Feb.  22  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  gift  of  a  model  of  a  Canoe,  the 
relative  dimensions  of  which  and  other  details  of  its  construction  suggest 
that  it  was  part  of  a  double  canoe,  of  the  type  used  by  the  South  Sea 
Islanders;  Adm.  Bligh  “and  some  other  of  my  South  Sea  Freinds”  are 
convinced  that  the  prototype  was  a  double  canoe;  Lady  Banks  also  is 
delighted  with  the  gift  of  a  Rosa pastina.  Lines.  A.O.  TdE.  H.  1.  1 


DAMPIER,  Henry  (1759-1816).  Barrister-at-Law 

1.  [Soho  Square  1806  Feb.  — ]  *  Sends  the  Morning  Chronicle  [of  4th  Feb.]  and  asks  for 

an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  advertisement  on  the  first  page  is  sufficiently 
libellous  for  him  to  pursue  the  writer  for  the  offence ;  he  considers  himself 
hurt  at  being  represented  as  encouraging  a  combination  of  watchmakers 
against  an  individual  [Earnshaw] ;  pecuniary  damages  would  be  no  recom¬ 
pense  to  him,  but  a  verdict  against  the  offender  would  clear  his  character 
from  the  aspersions  cast  upon  it.  [A  copy  of  the  article  complained 
of  is  in  D.T.C.  16.243-248.  See  Maskelyne,  N.,  No.  17.] 

D.T.C.  16.242 

2.  Temple  1806  Mar.  3  Is  of  opinion  that  the  article  does  impute  to  B.  that  he  was 

at  the  head  of  a  conspiracy  to  obstruct  Earnshaw  in  the  attainment  of  his 
just  rights;  it  is  therefore  libellous  and  subjects  author  and  publisher  to 
an  action  or  a  criminal  prosecution.  [See  Cameron ,  240-241.] 

D.T.C.  16.  249 


DANCER,  Thomas,  M.D.  (c.  1750-1811).  Botanist 


1.  [Bath, 
Jamaica 

2.  Bath, 
Jamaica 


3.  Bath, 
Jamaica 


1788  Feb.  — ]  Sends  specimen  of  Cinnamon  bark;  asks  if  it  is  the  true 

Cinnamon  and  the  method  of  separating  it;  Cinnamon-oil. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  298 

1788  Mar.  —  Dr.  Clark  [Thomas  Clarke]  having  resigned,  he  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  him  as  Director  of  the  Bath  Botanic  Garden;  the 
garden  has  been  neglected,  outlines  his  proposals  for  its  restoration. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  299 

1788  Dec.  10  Regrets  to  hear  that  the  Cinnamon  plant  he  sent  was 
damaged  in  transit;  is  sending  another  specimen  which  he  believes  to  be 
the  true  Ceylon  Cinnamon;  his  salary  has  been  increased  to  £200  a  year. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  330 
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D’ANCORA,  Gaetano  (1751-1816).  Man  of  Letters 


1. 


Naples 


1790  July  24  Asks  whether  B.  has  received  the  prospectus  of  his  forth¬ 
coming  work  Sacrifices  Philosophiques  sent  to  him  by  Sir  William  Hamilton 
and  Chev.  Rosa  of  Modena ;  he  wishes  to  present  the  completed  work  to  B. 
and  some  previous  works,  also  specimens  of  earths  and  stones  discovered 
in  Calabria  after  the  earthquake.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  255 

2.  Naples  1791  Sept.  6  Thanks  B.  for  his  favourable  opinion  of  his  work;  asks 

whether  his  other  works  and  specimens  from  Calabria  sent  by  Mercury 
have  arrived ;  regrets  he  was  unable  to  do  more  for  [Sir  George]  Staunton, 
recommended  to  him  by  B.,  but  he  made  a  very  short  stay;  offers  further 
services.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  4 

3.  Naples  1792  Apl.  3  Encloses  list  of  contents  of  a  box  sent  containing  copies  of 

his  works,  including  essays  on  the  new  discoveries  in  Calabria;  he  has 
dedicated  his  most  recent  work  to  B.,  on  “metallic  fossils  from  Calabria”; 
has  sent  10  copies  and  asks  B.  to  submit  them  to  members  of  the  Academie 
[R.S.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  5 

4.  Soho  Square  1792  July  20  *  Thanks  him  for  his  kindness  and  attention  to  Sir  George 

Staunton ;  recommends  Blagden  who  will  visit  Naples ;  the  books  sent  by 
Mercury  did  not  reach  him  till  June;  congratulates  him  on  the  wide 
variety  of  his  interests.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  168 

D.T.C.  8.  38 

DANIELL,  William  (1769-1837).  Engraver 

1.  [London]  1805  Mar.  22  Account  for  supplying  engraved  views  of  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35155.  103 


D’ANJOU,  Frederic  (fl.  1780-1810).  Botanist 

1.  Malta  1810  Jan.  6  Reminds  B.  of  himself;  Sir  William  Hamilton  instructed 

him  in  vulcanology;  has  been  making  a  collection  of  plants  and  animals 
from  Sicily  and  the  region  of  Vesuvius ;  his  cabinet  has  been  inspected  by 
Bartheli  and  Spallanzani;  he  is  now  compelled  to  sell  it;  he  wants  4,500 
gns.  for  it;  it  is  in  the  custody  of  Henry  Grey  Bennet  who  will  show  it  to 
B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  37 


DAREL,  H. 

1.  Brussels  [1790  ?]  Dec.  21  Recommends  Baedermeyer,  lately  Director  of  the 
Botanic  Garden  of  Brussels;  he  has  had  six  years’  experience  of  plant¬ 
collecting  in  the  West  Indies  and  South  America.  Kezv:  B.C.  3.  34 


D’ARLLEN,  Chevalier  de  Renaud 

1.  Salon,  1789  June  23  Asks  for  details  of  the  fate  of  Lamanon  [Physician  and 

Provence  Naturalist  in  La  Perouse’s  expedition]  who  remained  on  Navigator’s 

Island ;  enquires  whether  the  natives  are  cannibals ;  encloses  a  letter  from 
Lamanon’s  brother.  [See  also  Trevor,  J.  H.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  131 


DARTMOUTH,  Earl  of — See  Legge,  George. 

DARWIN,  Erasmus,  F.R.S.  (1731-1802).  Physician  and  Poet 
1.  Radburn,  1781  Sept.  13  The  Botanical  Society  at  Lichfield  has  done  a  great  part 

nr.  Derby  of  the  translation  of  the  Genera  and  Species  of  Linnaeus ;  sends  a  specimen 
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Darwin,  Erasmus,  continued 

and  an  account  of  their  plan,  also  a  dedication  to  B.  which  they  desire  to 
prefix  to  the  work;  the  members  of  the  Society  will  be  highly  honoured  to 
receive  B.’s  opinion  of  the  work  and  if  it  would  encourage  the  progress  of 
Botany.  D.T.C.  2.  31 

1781  Sept.  29  Reminds  B.  that  he  sent  him  a  specimen  of  the  translation 
of  Linnaeus  being  made  by  the  Lichfield  Botanical  Society  with  the 
dedication  they  hope  B.  will  permit  them  to  insert;  similar  specimens  have 
been  sent  to  about  forty  botanists,  many  of  whom  have  replied  expressing 
their  approbation;  Lightfoot  has  made  certain  suggestions  on  which  B.’s 
opinion  is  desired ;  Crowe  of  Norwich  has  also  made  suggestions ;  long  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  compound  words  used  in  the  translation  of  the  Latin  of 
Linnaeus.  D.T.C.  2.  35-38 

1781  Oct.  24  Thanks  B.  for  his  observations  and  assistance  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  work;  a  translation  of  Elmgren’s  Termini  is  nearly 
finished,  and  it  is  proposed  to  prefix  it  to  the  first  part  of  the  work,  but  as 
he  has  only  an  early  edition,  full  of  errors,  desires  to  borrow  the  6th  vol. 
of  the  Amoenitates  Academicae  and  the  work  of  Murray ;  he  has  heard  from 
Boothby  that  he  has  seen  B.  and  has  sent  his  remarks  on  a  poem  written  by 
Miss  Seward  and  Mr.  Sayle,  the  design  of  which  is  to  induce  ladies  to 
study  botany ;  hopes  the  first  part  of  the  work  will  be  issued  by  Christmas; 
the  plan  is  to  issue  monthly  parts  of  112  pages  at  2 s.  per  part. 

D.T.C.  2.  52-54 

1782  Mar.  17  Has  returned  the  Amoenitates  with  thanks;  his  difficulties 

in  obtaining  books ;  has  been  looking  over  the  works  of  Malpighi,  Grew 
and  Hales  on  the  physiology  of  plants ;  last  year  he  inspected  the  absorbent 
system  of  a  Picris  with  a  coloured  fluid.  D.T.C.  2.  106-107 

DAUBENTON,  Louis  Jean  Marie,  F.R.S.  (1716-1799).  Naturalist 

1.  Paris  1784  Aug.  26  [To  Broussonet.]  Enquires  if  B.  has  any  duplicate  speci¬ 

mens  of  zoophytes  to  spare.  [Enclosed  in  Broussonet,  P.  M.  A.,  No.  31.] 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  260 

DAVIDS,  William  (d.  1803).  Captain,  Royal  Marines 

1.  Elham  [7789  — ]  Asks  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  report  that  Ledyard  has  died 

in  Cairo ;  he  had  intended  to  accompany  him  in  his  African  journey. 
[Ledyard  died  in  Cairo,  17th  Jan.  1789.]  Kezv:  B.C.  3.  35 

DAVIES,  Rev.  Hugh  (1739-1821).  Botanist 

1.  Beaumaris  1773  Oct.  4  Sends  specimens  of  plants;  incessant  bad  weather  has 

prevented  him  from  fulfilling  his  promise  to  Lightfoot  to  obtain  Antheri- 
cum ;  he  will  attend  to  any  desiderata  B.  may  have  in  the  Snowdon  area. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  40 

2.  Soho  Square  1814  May  29  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  his  book  [  Welsh  Botanology, 

London,  1813]  and  commends  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  promote  the  study 
of  Botany  amongst  those  of  his  countrymen  who  use  only  the  Welsh 
language  ;  thanks  him  also  for  the  flattering  praise  he  bestows  on  his  (B.’s) 
“Feeble  Endeavors  to  be  usefull”.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales.  MS.  6664.  1 


2.  Radburn, 
nr.  Derby 


3.  Derby 


4.  Radburn 
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DAVIES,  Samuel,  F.R.S.  (d.  1819).  Accountant-General,  Bengal 

1.  Bhagalpur  1791  Mar.  10  He  endeavours  to  answer  the  questions  put  by  Cavendish 
as  to  the  scientific  knowledge  of  the  Brahmins;  mentions  the  great  diffi¬ 
culties  of  Sanskrit  writing ;  refers  to  Bailly’s  researches  and  his  astronomical 
paper  in  the  Asiatick  Researches ,  vol.  2;  he  desires  to  be  elected  F.R.S. 
[He  was  elected  28th  June,  1792.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  38 

DAVIES,  Thomas 

1.  Quebec  1787  Oct.  6  Sends  drawing  of  a  small  mammal  resembling  a  Jerboa; 

has  nearly  100  specimens  of  Birds,  some  of  which  appear  to  be  new. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  286 

2.  Quebec  1788  Sept.  23  Has  obtained  Rubus  and  has  some  plants  growing  in  boxes ; 

has  written  up-country  for  the  folle  avoine  [ Zizania ] ;  has  seen  two  living 
animals  like  the  Jerboa,  but  they  were  too  agile  to  be  caught;  is  pleased  to 
hear  of  the  establishment  of  the  new  Natural  History  Society  [Linnean 
Soc.].  Kew:  B.C.  1.  323 


DAVIS,  L. 

1.  Portland  [1803  ?  — ]  Informs  B.  that  the  author  of  the  treatise  on  Agriculture  by 

Place  the  Rajah  Mits  Jeet  Singh  is  one  of  the  few  Indian  potentates  who 

manages  his  own  affairs  without  entrusting  them  to  servants  and  agents ; 
he  has  prospered  under  the  Permanent  Revenue  Settlement;  his  rule  for 
ploughing  is  quite  fanciful,  although  the  natives  plough  and  harrow  the 
ground  until  it  is  pulverized;  though  not  mentioned  in  the  treatise, 
manuring  is  not  unknown,  but  is  seldom  used,  and  all  the  crops  seem  to 
prosper  without  it;  he  hopes  the  Rajah  will  be  encouraged  if  he  is  in¬ 
formed  by  Lady  Loudoun  or  Lord  Moira  that  his  treatise  has  come  under 
the  notice  of  B.  [See  Campbell,  Flora  Muir.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  60-61 


DAVY,  Rev.  Charles  (1722-1797).  Miscellaneous  Writer 

1.  Henstead,  1773  June  5  He  is  much  gratified  by  B.’s  acceptance  of  his  essay  on 
Suffolk  alphabetical  writing  [Conjectural  Observations  on  ...  Alphabetic  Writing, 

1772];  it  suffers  from  having  been  written  without  access  to  a  good 
library;  enquires  the  mode  of  reckoning  in  the  Otaheite  Islands;  he  has 
seen  the  published  journal  of  the  Endeavour.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  36 

D.T.C.i.  54-55 


DAVY,  Sir  Humphry,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1778-1829).  Physicist 

1.  [Revesby  1815  Oct.  30*  Has  received  great  pleasure  from  his  letter,  not  only 

Abbey]  because  of  the  brilliant  invention  it  refers  to,  but  also  because  it  will 

increase  the  Royal  Society’s  reputation ;  Davy  was  the  only  man  who  came 
forward  when  called  upon  and  made  this  discovery  which  will  effectively 
reduce  this  ever  increasing  evil  [i.e.  explosions  in  mines ;  the  invention  is 
the  famous  Davy  Lamp] ;  great  gratitude  is  due  from  the  public  and  the 
paper  will  be  put  before  R.S.  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  session. 

R.  Institution  Library 

2.  Rome  1819  Feb.  12  Report  on  the  unrolling  of  che  Herculaneum  papyri, 

endorsed:  “A  duplicate  copy  of  a  Report  on  the  Herculaneum  MSS.  by 
H.  D.  received  at  the  Foreign  Office,  Mar.  22.  1819,  by  Air.  Canning.” 

D.T.C.  20.  154-164 
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Davy,  Sir  Humphry,  continued 

3.  Paris  1820 —  Regrets  that  the  present  tendency  in  France  is  to  neglect  science 

for  politics.  Sotheby,  17  Dec.  1935.  302 

DEAN,  Peter 

1.  Nassau,  1788  Aug.  9  Informs  B.  that  he  is  sending  him  leaves  and  berries  of 

Bahamas  Cinnamon  and  other  specimens.  Kew:  B.C.  1.316 

DE  BASSINET,  Abbe  Alexandre  Joseph 

1.  Paris  1801  Mar.  5  [Dated  14  Ventose,  an  9.]  Asks  B.  whether  he  can  find  a 

translator  for  a  Chinese  letter  found  in  the  cabinet  of  Pius  VI  at  Rome; 
the  only  scholar  of  Chinese  in  Paris  has  lately  died ;  sends  the  letter  by  M. 
de  Broval,  a  man  of  letters  of  high  character.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  n 


DE  BRAY,  Chevalier — See  Bray,  Franz  Gabriel,  Graf  von. 


DE  BURE,  Guillaume  (1734-1820).  Bookseller 

1.  Paris  1802  Mar.  9  Sends  to  B.  through  Payne  &  Mackinlay,  booksellers  in  the 

Strand,  the  Catalogue  of  L’Heritier’s  library;  the  Sale  begins  on  21st  April, 
and  if  B.  has  no  one  else  to  execute  his  commissions,  his  firm  will  be  pleased 
to  carry  them  out.  [The  sale  was  evidently  postponed  for  several  years.] 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  159 

2.  Paris  1805  Mar.  9  As  L’Heritier’s  library  is  to  be  sold  in  August,  ask  B.  if  he 

has  any  commissions  to  execute ;  calls  attention  to  the  Aldine  Aristotle  in 
the  catalogue.  [French.  Note  by  Dryander,  “Not  to  buy  the  editio  princeps 
of  Aristotle”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  189 

3.  [Soho  Square  1805  Mar.  — ]  *  Orders  the  firm  to  procure  the  books  marked  in  the 

catalogue  and  to  send  them  to  Bohn  at  Hamburg ;  if  this  cannot  be  done, 
to  keep  them  for  him  until  better  times,  owing  to  war;  “Science  should 
always  be  at  peace.”  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  189  vo. 

4.  Paris  1818  July  1  He  is  collecting  the  various  works  ordered  by  B.,  but  as 

regards  the  Hist.  Nat.  des  Animaux,  points  out  that  it  is  published  in 
half-volumes,  and  he  is  not  sure  how  many  of  them  B.  already  has.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  26 


DE  BURGH,  Henry,  12th  Earl  and  1st  Marquis  of  Clanricarde  (1742-1797) 

1.  Soho  Square  [1783] - #  Informs  him  that  his  father  died  indebted  to  R.S.,  and 

he  concludes  that  his  Lordship  is  unaware  of  this,  and  would  doubtless 
wish  to  liquidate  the  debt.  [See  De  Burgh,  J.  S.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  4 

2.  Queen  Anne  [1783]  —  Explains  that  he  knew  nothing  of  his  father’s  indebtedness  to 

Street  R.S.  until  lately;  a  list  of  the  debts,  in  which  this  is  included,  is  now  before 

the  Parliament  of  Ireland;  as  soon  as  the  affair  is  settled,  he  will  write 
again.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  2 


3.  Queen  Anne 
Street 


1784  June  9  Encloses  a  draft  on  Messrs.  Drummonds  for  £39  12s.  0 d., 
the  amount  due  from  his  late  father  to  R.S.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  3 
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DE  BURGH,  John  Smith,  nth  Earl  of  Clanricarde,  F.R.S.  (1720-1782) 

1.  [Dublin]  1778  Oct.  21  He  has  had  to  go  to  Ireland  on  public  business,  hence  the 
delay  in  receiving  “the  enclosed  extraordinary  paper”;  as  he  cannot 
understand  it,  asks  for  information.  [It  was  a  request  to  pay  his  arrears 
of  subscriptions  to  R.S.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  1 

DE  CHALIGNY,  — .  Poetaster 

1.  Avenne  sur  1787  Apl.  23  Describes  his  poem  on  the  great  men  of  Great  Britain,  the 
Meuse  R.S.,  etc.,  which  is  to  be  a  “Plutarque  Anglois”;  appends  a  poem  in 

Latin,  a  Eulogy  of  Banks  and  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  428-429 


DE  CLAIRVILLE,  Joseph  Philippe.  Naturalist 

1.  Erlangen  1800  May  21  Sends  a  copy  of  Entomologie  Helvetique ;  he  was  forced  to 
leave  Switzerland  when  it  was  invaded  by  the  French,  and  to  abandon  all 
his  books  and  collections;  gives  an  account  of  his  scientific  qualifications; 
he  would  like  to  have  the  post  of  Director  of  the  Cabinet  of  Natural 
History  of  the  King  of  Hanover;  his  wife  can  draw  and  offers  to  send 
samples  of  her  work;  gives  the  names  of  persons  in  England  who  would  be 
referees  for  him.  [Frettch.]  [See  Martyn,  Thomas,  No.  4.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  38-39 


DE  COURCENT,  Jean  Bernard 

1.  Church  [j; 792  Jan.  1 1 .]  As  advised  by  B.  he  has  been  to  the  office  of  the  Board 

Street,  Soho  of  Longitude  and  has  left  his  memoir  which  he  was  informed  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  considered  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  on  3rd  March; 
begs  B.  to  have  a  meeting  summoned  immediately.  [French.]  [Note  by  B. 
that  it  is  impossible  to  call  a  special  meeting.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  27-28 


DE  DUNSTANVILLE,  Baron — See  Basset,  Francis. 


DEGAULL,  Jean  Baptiste  (1732-1810) 

1.  Le  Havre  1783  May  19  Sends  for  R.S.  details  of  the  construction  of  an  instrument 
he  has  invented  to  measure  the  course,  and  deviation  of  ships  at  sea. 
[French.]  [Endorsed:  “Answered  Oct.  27.  1783  by  Dr.  Hutton.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  199 


DE  GUIGNES,  Chretien  Louis  Joseph  (1759-1845).  French  Consul  at  Canton 


Canton 


2.  Macao 


1791  Nov.  21  Thanks  B.  for  forwarding  to  him  his  father’s  letters  and 
sends  reply  to  be  transmitted;  offers  any  services  that  he  can  perform  in 
China.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  51 

1793  Dec.  6  Thanks  to  B.,  he  has  received  his  father’s  letter  and  is  most 
anxious  to  reply  as  the  news  from  France  is  so  afflicting;  sends  a  report 
for  B.  to  forward  on  the  forcible  discharge  of  a  French  ship  which  entered 
the  harbour  of  Macao  to  avoid  capture  by  H.M.S.  Lion-,  although  the 
Portuguese  Governor  had  granted  asylum,  the  Macao  men  had  boarded 
and  discharged  the  ship  by  force ;  the  Mandarins  then  ordered  the  return 
of  the  cargo,  but  without  compensation.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  270 
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DE  GUIGNES,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (1721-1800).  Orientalist 

1.  Paris  1792  Mar.  4  Thanks  B.  for  sending  his  letters  to  his  son  in  China;  he 

reminds  B.  that  he  is  F.R.S.  [elected  1752]  and  a  member  of  the  Academie 
des  Inscriptions.  [French.']  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  50 

2.  Paris  1792  Nov.  7  Sends  two  further  letters  to  be  forwarded  to  his  son  in 

China.  [ French ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  52 

DE  LA  CORBlfiRE,  — 

1.  St.  Pierre,  1795  Apl.  25  He  had  written  a  paper  on  the  manufacture  of  sugar  and  in 

Martinique  1785  sent  it  to  the  Cercle  des  Philosophes  at  Cap  St.  Dominique;  has  now 
modified  it  considerably  as  the  result  of  experiments  made  at  St.  Pierre; 
sends  copies  to  B.  and  relates  its  unfavourable  reception  through  ignorance 
and  prejudice;  he  is  now  destitute,  an  emigrant  freed  from  prison  by  the 
English  after  he  had  been  robbed  of  all  his  possessions;  if  the  R.S.  con¬ 
siders  his  methods  would  be  beneficial  in  the  W.  Indies,  asks  if  some  fee 
might  be  payable  to  the  author.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  262-263 


DELAMBRE,  Jean  Baptiste  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (1749-1822).  Astronomer 

1.  Paris  1791  May  17  Returns  thanks  for  letter  informing  him  that  he  has  been 

elected  F.R.S.  [5th  May,  1791];  acknowledges  his  debt  to  the  Fellows  of 
the  Society  without  whose  researches  in  astronomy  he  would  never  have 
been  able  to  accomplish  his  work.  [French.]  Brabourne,  52-53 

2.  Soho  Square  1804  Jan.  30  *  Returns  thanks  on  behalf  of  R.S.  for  the  efforts  of  the 

Institut  to  shorten  the  captivity  of  [John]  Osborn;  would  be  grateful  for 
help  given  to  any  other  captive  members  of  R.S. ;  has  gladly  done  all  in  his 
power  for  French  savants  detained  in  England  and  wishes  to  strengthen 
the  bond  between  the  Institut  and  R.S.;  accusations  of  spying  prevent 
scientific  intercourse;  asks  for  help  in  releasing  Robert  Ferguson. 
[N.R.R.S.  9.  283-284.]  de  Beer  Coll.  10 

D.T.C.  14.  196-198 

3.  Soho  Square  1804  Jan.  30*  Sends  Nautical  Almanac  for  1807,  the  last  published; 

acknowledges  corrections  in  the  issue  for  1806;  asks  for  assistance  to 
procure  the  release  of  Edward  Pigot,  an  astronomer  detained  in  France. 
[The  Nautical  Almanac  was  published  in  advance;  that  for  1807  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  1803].  [N.R.R.S.  9.  284-285.]  de  Beer  Coll.  18 

D.T.C.  14.  204 


4.  Soho  Square  1804  Aug.  22  *  Sends  by  Prince  Pignatelli  the  Phil.  Trans,  for  the 

Institut  and  also  the  Transactions  of  the  Irish  Acad,  sent  by  their  Secretary; 
expresses  the  thanks  of  R.S.  for  the  liberation  of  [James]  Forbes;  asks  for 
their  good  offices  in  the  release  of  [Robert]  Ferguson  and  of  Capt.  Flinders, 
who  on  his  voyage  of  discovery  in  1801  met  Baudin  and  Hamelin  in  New 
Holland  while  they  were  engaged  in  a  similar  undertaking.  [N.R.R.S.  9 
287.]  D.T.C.  15.  54-57 

5.  Soho  Square  1805  Jan.  4  *  Sends  by  Gen.  O’Farril  the  last  part  of  Phil.  Trans,  for  the 

Institut,  also  pamphlets  stating  the  claims  of  Arnold  and  Earnshaw  for  the 
Board  of  Longitude;  Mendoza  y  Rios  has  published  his  Tables;  if  Hum¬ 
boldt  is  in  Paris,  wishes  him  to  be  informed  that  he  has  his  box  of  minerals 
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captured  with  the  ship,  which  will  be  restored  to  him;  also  wishes  Dree 


6.  Paris 

to  be  informed  that  he  hopes  to  recover  the  collections  of  Dolomieu  left  at 
Malta.  D.T.C.  15.  249-250 

1805  Mar.  5  Thanks  B.  for  books  brought  by  Prince  Pignatelli  and  Gen. 

O’Farrell;  the  Institut  has  unanimously  recommended  an  approach  to  the 
Minister  of  Marine  on  behalf  of  Capt.  Flinders;  learns  that  Ferguson  has 
been  released;  news  of  Baron  Humboldt;  asks  for  Nautical  Almanac  for 
1809  and  subsequent  years  [acknowledged  in  P.S.];  Institut  has  decided 
to  press  for  the  release  of  Dr.  John  Wickham.  Brabourne,  75-76 

7.  Paris 

1806  Oct.  2  Sends  B.  the  Connoissance  des  Terns  for  1808,  with  copies  for 

Maskelyne,  Herschel,  Hornsby,  Cavendish  and  Mendoza ;  he  had  thought 
that  the  books  on  the  meridian  had  already  been  sent,  but  will  endeavour 
to  send  them  to  London  by  favour  of  Lord  Lauderdale;  asks  plaintively 
when  the  savants  of  the  two  nations  will  be  able  to  communicate  their 
researches  freely.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  18-19 

8.  Paris 

1806  Oct.  11  Berge  has  written  to  Lord  Lauderdale  about  the  payment 

for  the  transit-instrument  for  which  B.  had  given  so  much  help;  Mechain, 
Director  of  the  Bureau  des  Longitudes,  had  undertaken  to  ascertain  what 
was  due,  but  he  entrusted  the  matter  to  Busche,  who  on  the  renewal  of 
hostilities  let  the  matter  lapse;  about  £100  is  still  owing;  attempts  have 
been  made  to  obtain  the  release  of  Flinders,  but  without  success,  though 
he  and  Fleurieu  are  doing  their  best,  but  the  absence  of  the  Emperor  has 
caused  delay;  returns  thanks  for  various  publications  received;  messages 
to  and  from  friends.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  20-21 

9.  Paris 

1807  Apl.  27  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  the  Nautical  Almanac,  much 

appreciated  in  these  difficult  times;  has  12  or  15  vols.  to  send  B.  when 
opportunity  offers;  has  read  to  the  Institut  part  of  B.’s  letter  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  services  he  had  been  able  to  render  to  their  colleagues,  a 
debt  which  they  can  never  repay;  assistance  rendered  by  German  savants 
to  John  Osborn  in  Berlin;  death  of  Lalande.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  22-23 

10.  Paris 

1807  June  17  Sends  B.,  through  Count  Rumford,  the  Connoissance  des 

Terns,  with  another  copy  for  Mendoza;  the  volumes  on  the  meridian,  so 
long  delayed,  have  now  been  sent  off ;  the  Memoires  of  the  Institut  are 
ready  and  will  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  be  dispatched.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  25-26 

11.  Paris 

1807  July  29  bias  had  B.’s  acknowledgement  of  the  first  vol.  on  the 

meridian;  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  has  promised  to  send  the  Memoires 
of  the  Institut  to  R.S.  by  the  first  ship  of  truce;  describes  what  will  be 
sent  in  the  package  which  is  limited  in  size,  so  what  is  omitted  will  be  sent 
later;  will  read  an  extract  from  B.’s  letter  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Classe 
des  Sciences.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  27-28 

12.  Paris 

1808  Mar.  2  Returns  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  Institut  for  Phil.  Trans,  and 

other  publications,  a  token  of  an  unalterable  bond;  they  hope  the  next 
truce  ship  will  convey  their  Memoires ;  regrets  being  unable  to  include  the 
volume  containing  Cuvier’s  eloge  of  Broussonet;  is  sending  8  copies  of 
vol.  2  of  the  Meridian  work,  for  R.S.  and  various  named  recipients,  and 
the  Connoissance  for  1809.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  29 

17 — B.L. 
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13.  Paris 

1810  Nov.  22  Describes  certain  private  business  commissions  for  B.; 

sends  the  Memoir es  of  the  Institut  for  1809,  together  with  an  historical 
report  prepared  for  the  Emperor  on  the  Mathematics  and  Science 
section.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  65-66 

14.  Paris 

1811  Oct.  30  Discusses  the  decimal  metric  system  and  other  mathe¬ 

matical  subjects;  mentions  Maskelyne  and  Herschel.  [French.] 

Flalliday,  209.  132 

15.  Paris 

1812  Mar.  8  Encloses  Dalrymple’s  diploma  of  the  Geographical  section 

of  the  Institut,  also  a  letter  from  De  Bure  the  bookseller,  ordering  books 
for  the  Institut;  is  in  want  of  Maskelyne’s  observations  for  the  years  1806 
and  the  following,  also  details  of  him  for  the  obituary  notice ;  the  Emperor 
is  desirous  of  encouraging  communication  between  the  Institut  and  R.S.; 
has  not  received  the  box  of  books  with  the  Nautical  Almanac  for  1814. 
[French.]  Brabourne,  87-88 

16.  [Paris 

1813  — ]  Has  not  heard  whether  B.  received  his  last  letter  and  the  book 

that  accompanied  it  [Abrege  d’Astronornie,  1813];  he  has  received  and 
distributed  the  Nautical  Almanac,  Maskelyne’s  observations  and  Phil. 
Trans. ;  the  Institut  have  secured  the  release  of  Stanhope,  taken  prisoner 
w'hen  leaving  Greece  and  have  obtained  passports  for  his  journey;  is  glad 
to  hear  that  B.’s  health  is  satisfactory  and  hopes  he  will  long  be  spared. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  146-147 

17.  [Paris 

1813  — ]  B.’s  last  letter  was  brought  to  him  by  Inglis  and  he  has  heard 

from  Mello  how  good  B.  had  been  to  him;  has  seen  much  of  Domingo 
Badia,  a  refugee  in  Paris  from  Spain,  where  he  has  lost  all  he  possesses 
except  the  proceeds  of  his  book  of  travels ;  doubts  have  been  cast  on  the 
authenticity  of  his  narrative;  Badia  says  he  met  B.  in  London  when  he 
was  making  preparations  for  his  journey  and  would  be  glad  to  have  his 
testimony  to  the  truth  of  what  he  has  written.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  166-167 

18.  Paris 

1814  July  15  Rejoices  that  Peace  has  restored  freedom  of  communication 

between  R.S.  and  the  Institut;  there  are  now  many  English  in  Paris, 
including  Sir  Plumphry  Davy  and  his,  wife;  sends  this  letter  by  Mello,  a 
Portuguese  astronomer  who  has  been  for  some  time  in  Paris,  who  will 
bring  his  (D.’s)  Traite  d' Astronomie,  3  vols.,  for  R.S.,  and  will  send  copies 
for  Pond  and  Mendoza;  would  be  much  flattered  if  his  name  could  be 

19.  Paris 

added  to  the  list  of  astronomers  to  whom  R.S.  and  the  Board  of  Longitude 
send  their  publications;  has  received  all  Maskelyne’s  papers  and  various 
issues  of  the  Nautical  Almanac.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  164-165 
1814  July  27  In  his  last  letter,  conveyed  by  Mello,  he  asked  B.  to  present 

his  Astronomie  to  R.S. ;  additional  copies  have  now  been  sent  for  Pond  and 
Mendoza,  but  as  they  were  not  adequately  addressed,  they  will  probably 
lie  at  the  Foreign  Office  until  called  for;  requests  B.  to  inform  them 
accordingly.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  162-163 

DELAPLANE,  Joseph  (fl.  1814-1821).  Secretary,  American  Philosophical  Society 

x.  Philadelphia  1820  Feb.  9  Asks  B.  for  his  portrait  for  the  [American  Philosophical] 
Society ;  sends  an  engraving  of  one  of  the  most  famous  members. 

Brabourne,  179 
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DE  LA  RUE,  Abbe  Gervais  (1751-1831).  Scholar  and  Antiquary 

1.  [London]  1795  June  25  Sends  dissertation  on  the  life  and  work  of  the  Anglo- 
Norman  poets  of  the  13th  century.  [French. \ 

Bodleian:  MS.  Douce  377.  17-28 


2.  Paris 


3.  Caen 


4.  Caen 


1798  Feb.  6  [Dated  18  Pluviose,  an  6.]  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  the 
recommendations  sent  on  his  behalf  to  various  members  of  the  Institut; 
Jussieu  and  Cels  have  procured  him  facilities  for  continuing  the  work  he 
began  in  England ;  has  submitted  a  proposal  to  the  Institut  and  is  making 
good  progress  with  the  history  of  the  Troubadours  of  the  n-i3th 
centuries;  he  left  with  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries  two  papers  to  be  printed, 
and  requests  B.  to  see  that  no  title  or  other  distinction  be  placed  after  his 
name.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  468-469 

1802  Mar.  31  [Dated  10  Germinal,  an  10.]  Now  that  peace  allows 
intercourse  between  men  of  letters,  he  writes  in  appreciation  of  B.’s 
kindness  to  him  when  in  London,  and  of  the  news  he  received  through 
Jussieu  and  Cels  in  Paris ;  has  nearly  finished  his  work  on  the  Troubadours ; 
sends  various  books  that  are  wanting  in  B.’s  library;  a  Society  of  Agri¬ 
culture  has  been  established  with  which  are  associated  Cels,  Bougainville, 
Chaptal,  Fourcroy,  Jussieu,  etc.,  and  B.  has  been  elected  an  Associate, 
which  will  bring  honour  to  the  Society ;  asks  for  news  of  Correia  de  Serra. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  197 

1802  June  4  [Dated  15  Prairial,  an  10.]  The  books  mentioned  in  his 
last  letter  are  being  brought  to  B.  by  his  friend  de  Livry;  hopes  also  to 
procure  some  16th  and  17th  cent,  books  on  Botany;  will  soon  finish  a  new 
dissertation  on  some  Anglo-Norman  poets  unknown  to  English  literature ; 
has  made  research  into  the  ancient  names  of  trees,  plants  and  animals;  is 
very  sad  at  the  news  of  the  trials  Correia  has  undergone ;  the  Soc.  d’Agri- 
culture  feel  flattered  by  B.’s  acceptance  of  membership.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  198 


DELAUNAY,  Louis  (1740-1805).  Librarian,  Museum  National  d’Histoire  Naturelle 

1.  Paris  1797  Sept.  18  Requests  two  copies  of  B.’s  Library  Catalogue,  one  for  the 

Museum  d'Hist.  Nat.  and  one  for  himself;  it  is  required  to  bring  the 
museum  library  catalogue  to  perfection,  and  copies  will  be  sent  to  B.  as 
soon  as  ready;  books  can  be  forwarded  through  the  French  Minister. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  368 

2.  Paris  1800  Nov.  29  Sends  a  new  edition  of  the  Flora  of  the  environs  of  Paris, 

to  which  he  has  added  a  part  written  by  himself;  de  Leuze,  a  member  of 
the  botanical  staff  of  the  Museum,  has  translated  a  poem  in  honour  of 
England,  and  presents  it  to  B. ;  B.’s  gifts  are  highly  appreciated,  and 
Fourcroy  and  Jussieu  regret  they  cannot  write  freely;  asks  if  there  is  any 
possibility  of  obtaining  a  pair  of  Kangaroos.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  81-82 

3.  Paris  1801  Feb.  3  Introduces  Antonio  di  Marti,  a  scholar  interested  in  Agri¬ 

culture  and  Botany;  the  5th  vol.  of  B.’s  Library  Catalogue  has  not  reached 
the  Museum  Library;  can  any  hope  be  entertained  of  obtaining  some 
Kangaroos?  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.80 
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DELIMONADE,  Comte— See  Prevost,  Julien. 

DE  LIVOYS,  Abbe  Timothee.  Philologist 

i.  Vannes  1788  July  12  Sends  B.  the  prospectus  of  a  work  on  a  Universal  Language 

upon  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  many  years.  [It  was  published  in  Paris 
in  1788.]  [French.]  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  39 

DELORT,  P.  T.  Professor  of  Natural  History 

1.  Maynooth  1797  July  30  Sends  a  Syllabus  of  philosophical  studies  carried  on  at  the 

Roman  Catholic  College  of  St.  Patrick,  to  be  read  before  R.S.  [Note  by  B. 
that  he  did  not  think  it  worth  the  Society’s  notice  and  suspects  it  to  be 
propaganda.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  170 


DELUC,  Jean  Andre,  F.R.S.  (1727-1817).  Physicist  and  Naturalist 

1.  Pimlico  1779  Mar.  10  [Probably  addressed  to  Solander.]  He  has  traced  Dick’s 

Herbarium ;  it  was  sold  by  his  widow  to  Engel  of  Berne  who  had  the 
commission  from  Gaussen  of  Geneva  by  whom  it  has  been  sent  to  B. 

Kew.  B.C.  1.  81 


2.  Windsor 

3.  Queen’s 
House 

4.  Soho  Square 

5.  Geneva 

6.  [Berlin] 

7.  Berlin 


1788  May  1 1  Informs  B.  that  the  King  has  no  commissions  for  B.  during 
his  visit  to  Oxford,  but  wishes  to  see  him  on  his  return. 

Kew:  B.C.  x.  300 

1788  May  20  The  King’s  sheep  will  all  be  washed  this  week  and  shearing 
will  begin;  the  Spanish  sheep  will  not  be  sheared  until  B.  has  inspected 
them  and  he  is  requested  to  come  to  Kew  on  Saturday  [May  23]  for  this 
purpose.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  301 

1790  July  3  *  Has  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  scientific  periodicals  from 
France;  is  anxious  to  present  to  Queen  Charlotte  a  fine  skin  of  the  Sea- 
otter  from  Nootka  Sound.  Wm.  Dawson  &  Sons,  N.S.  51.  1 

1792  Dec.  13  Introduces  Fleurian  de  Bellevue,  a  natural  philosopher, 
who  desires  to  attend  a  meeting  of  R.S.,  and  to  have  access  to  B.’s  library. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  90 

1799  May  27  Describes  Achard’s  process  of  manufacturing  sugar  from 

beet ;  does  not  know  the  quantity  of  beet  grown  per  acre,  but  1650  lb.  of 
beet  yields  100  lb.  of  juice  and  369  lb.  of  syrup ;  the  beets  are  cut  in  slices 
which  are  pressed;  the  juice  is  heated  in  a  boiler  and  evaporated,  the 
mucilage  falling  to  the  bottom ;  it  is  filtered,  heated  again  and  put  in  pans 
and  the  raw  sugar  separates  in  small  crystals ;  cannot  ascertain  the  cost  of 
the  process;  the  residue  is  used  for  cattle-food  and  also  in  making  brandy 
and  vinegar ;  appends  further  observations  supplied  by  the  chemist 
Klaproth.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  17-19 

1800  Oct.  18  Sends  for  R.S.  a  copy  of  his  book  vindicating  Bacon 

against  the  strictures  of  Antoine  La  Salle  [Bacon  tel  qu’il  est,  Berlin,  1800] ; 
introduces  Cramer  to  B.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  239 


DEMEUNIER, 

1.  Prince  St., 
Leicester 
Fields 


Jean  Nicolas  (1751-1814) 

1776  Aug.  1  Sends  a  questionnaire  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Otaheite  and  New  Zealand.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  99-101 
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Demeunier,  Jean  Nicolas,  continued 

2.  Gt.  Suffolk  1782  June  9  Has  obtained  authorization  to  publish  a  French  translation 
Street  of  Capt.  Cook’s  Voyages  and  would  like  to  receive  proofs  of  the  English 

edition.  [French.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  101-102 


DEMPSTER,  George  (1732-1818).  Agriculturist  and  Director  of  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Knights-  1787  May  23  Sends  some  insects  from  Madras  resembling  the  Cochineal 
bridge  insect,  and  hopes  they  may  be  used  in  dyeing;  sends  also  a  mineral  from 

Caithness,  locally  believed  to  be  coal;  if  any  experiments  are  made  to 
ascertain  its  true  nature,  wishes  to  know  the  result. 

Kezv:  B.C.  1.  271 


2.  Knights-  1787  May  25  Thanks  B.  for  his  report ;  will  inform  [Dr.  James]  Anderson 
bridge  °f  the  unprosperous  nature  of  the  experiments  on  the  so-called  East 

India  Cochineal;  notes  that  B.  considers  the  mineral  to  be  slate. 

Kezv:  B.C.  1.  273 


DEN  ON,  Dominique  Vivant,  Baron  (1747-1825).  Antiquary 

1.  Paris  1811  June  11  He  has  been  told  by  the  bookseller  Wiirtz  that  B.  desires 

to  have  Desnoyers’s  engraving  of  the  Emperor;  he  and  the  Minister  of 
External  Affairs  have  hastened  to  procure  a  copy  and  it  is  being  sent  to 
B.  through  Wiirtz.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  91 


DE  SALIS,  Rev.  Henry  Jerome,  F.R.S.  (1740-1810) 

1.  Dover  1788  Jan.  24  Understands  that  he  is  to  preach  at  Whitsun  before  the 

Street  Fellows  of  R.S.;  as  the  subject  chosen  is  “The  Wisdom  of  God  in  the 

Vegetable  Creation”,  he  may  find  it  necessary  to  apply  to  B.  for  botanical 
information.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  176 

DESBASSAYNS  DE  RICHEMONT,  Philippe  Panon  (1774-1850).  Diplomatist 

1.  Mortimer  1813  Feb.  27  At  the  request  of  Cuvier  ( q.v .  No.  3),  he  sends  B.  the 

Street  4  volumes  of  Ossemens  Fossiles.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  44 


DESCHAMPS,  Louis  Auguste  (1765-1842).  Naturalist 

1.  On  board  1803  June  3  Asks  for  B.’s  help  for  himself  and  for  his  collections  on 
Jupiter ,  board  L' Union  which  has  been  captured  by  the  English  fleet;  Admiral 

Portsmouth  [Sir  Roger]  Curtis  has  promised  that  his  own  collections  and  papers 
shall  be  spared ;  asks  to  be  repatriated  on  he  Naturaliste  [See  Aiton,  W.  T. 
No.  12,  Gabriel, — ,  Hamelin,  J.  F.  E.,  and  Martin,  J.].  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  236-237 


2.  Soho  Square  1803  July  28  *  Informs  him  that  the  British  Government  has  ordered 
that  his  collections  captured  with  the  ship  shall  be  returned  to  him  gratis; 
desires  a  correct  inventory  of  his  effects.  D.T.C.  14.  100 


DESFONTAINES,  Rene  Louiche  (1750-1833).  Director,  Museum  d’Histoire  Naturelle 

1.  Paris  1802  Oct.  22  [Dated  30  Vendemiaire,  an  11.]  Dufresne  has  brought  two 

fruits  of  the  Pride-of-China  tree  and  a  specimen  of  the  Ornithorhynchus 
which  have  been  placed  in  the  museum  galleries,  with  B.’s  name  as  donor; 
they  return  thanks  for  the  gift ;  they  send  a  copy  of  the  Annales  du  Museum, 
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D  esfontaines,  Rene  Louiche,  continued 

the  principal  object  of  which  is  to  make  known  rarities  in  the  collection. 
[Signed  also  by  Alexandre  Brongniart,  Secretary  of  the  museum.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8cgg.  285 


DESSAU  D’ANGELY,  R.  Comte 

1.  Paris  1812  Mar.  29  Wishes  to  obtain  the  seeds  of  some  uncommon  exotic 

plants,  either  through  Aiton  of  Kew  Gardens  or  through  commercial 
channels;  a  gardener  who  is  travelling  to  London  will  deliver  this  letter 
and  bring  back  the  seeds,  and  will  obey  B.’s  orders.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  127 


DEUTZ,  Jan  (1743-1784).  Lawyer,  Town-Councillor  and  Botanist 

1.  Amsterdam  1774  Aug.  8  Mentions  plants  from  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  gives  a  list 

of  the  species  he  has  grown.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  56-57 

2.  [Amsterdam  1774  Oct.  — ]  (Received  by  B.  Oct.  7.)  Will  procure  the  books  which  B. 

wishes  to  buy ;  asks  whether  lenses  of  crown  glass  can  be  made  like  those 
which  Parker  has  made  of  flint-glass;  sends  more  seeds  from  the  Cape. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  58-59 

3.  Amsterdam  1775  Dec.  18  Books  on  the  coastal  insects  of  Holland;  has  heard  that 

Sir  William  Hamilton  considers  James  Bruce’s  journey  through  Abyssinia 
an  imposture.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  68-69 

4.  Amsterdam  1776  Feb.  4  Thanks  B.  for  catalogue  of  genus  Finns',  hopes  to  send  the 

plants  he  asks  for  from  Ceylon  from  Prof.  Burman’s  collection;  is  grateful 
for  details  about  hot-houses.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  60-61 

5.  Amsterdam  1776  Apl.  2  Advises  the  despatch  of  some  coloured  prints.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  62-63 

6.  Amsterdam  1776  June  3  Returns  thanks  for  Capt.  Cook’s  Voyages ;  has  seen  Greville; 

Thunberg  has  left  for  Batavia.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  64-65 

7.  Amsterdam  1776  Aug.  28  Has  received  specimens  of  Crinum  from  the  Cape  which 

the  Hottentots  use  to  poison  their  arrows.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  66-67 

8.  Amsterdam  1777  Feb.  18  Returns  thanks  for  gift  of  Dionaea  and  Hedysarunv,  is 

sending  plants  to  Aiton ;  hopes  soon  to  send  some  of  Burman’s  dried  plants 
from  Ceylon ;  Thunberg  has  sent  plants  from  Japan ;  invention  of  a  machine 
for  picking  up  hay;  an  agricultural  society  has  been  founded  in  Holland; 
probability  of  war  between  England  and  Spain ;  has  received  from  Niebuhr 
plants  and  seeds  of  Pinus  from  Aleppo.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  140-141 

9.  Amsterdam  1777  Oct.  28  Has  been  made  President  of  a  Tribunal  of  Justice,  which 

takes  up  much  of  his  time ;  a  daughter  of  his  uncle,  Gen.  Deutz,  has  eloped 
with  a  Lieut,  of  the  Dragoons,  and  he  has  had  to  get  the  couple  away  to  the 
E.  Indies;  has  heard  from  Thunberg  who  has  returned  from  Japan  to 
Batavia;  will  share  with  B.  the  plants  he  receives;  has  met  a  traveller  of 
Utrecht  who  has  made  a  journey  of  200  leagues  through  Africa.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  142-143 

10.  Amsterdam  1777  Dec.  14  Returns  thanks  for  news  and  for  seeds  sent;  sends  some 
of  Thunberg’s  seeds;  will  be  pleased  to  obtain  minerals  for  Greville;  is 
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Deutz,  Jan,  continued 


ii.  Amsterdam 


12.  Amsterdam 


13.  Amsterdam 


14.  Amsterdam 


15.  Amsterdam 

16.  Amsterdam 


17.  Amsterdam 


18.  Amsterdam 


19.  [Soho  Square 


gratified  to  hear  of  Masson’s  expedition,  and  can  assist  him  if  he  intends 
to  visit  Guiana;  experiments  have  been  performed  for  the  inoculation  of 
cattle.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  1 44-1 45 

1778  Mar.  10  A  good  meteorological  account  of  the  winter  of  1776  by 
[J.  H.]  Van  Swinden  has  been  published;  offers  to  send  B.  a  copy  if  he 
desires  it;  Dutch  chemists  think  that  Joseph  Priestley’s  discoveries  on 
fixed  air  are  being  too  loudly  trumpeted.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  146 

1778  Nov.  23  Is  sending  seeds  collected  by  Thunberg  in  Ceylon,  who  will 
deliver  them  in  person  as  he  hopes  to  make  B.’s  acquaintance.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  147-148 

1779  July  1  Facetiously  reproaches  B.  for  getting  married  without  his 

knowledge  and  hopes  that  this  declaration  of  war  is  better  justified  than 
that  of  the  King  of  Spain;  since  the  aim  of  war  is  to  bring  peace,  he  felici¬ 
tates  B. ;  has  received  seeds  from  America,  some  of  which  he  will  send ; 
Capt.  May  wishes  B.  to  know  that  the  new  Azimuth  Compass  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  very  well.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  192-193 

1781  Jan.  6  Discusses  plants  from  Ceylon,  Far  East  and  the  Cape; 
would  be  glad  if  Aiton  could  spare  him  a  bulb  of  Brunsvigia ;  asks  B.  to 
help  him  to  receive  any  packets  addressed  to  him  in  ships  captured  by  the 
Royal  Navy.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  14-15 

1781  Mar.  2  Much  regrets  to  hear  that  B.’s  boxes  were  in  the  ship 
[General  Barker]  that  has  been  sunk  off  the  Dutch  coast.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  16 

1781  Mar.  6  Has  heard  from  a  lawyer  [H.]  Fagel,  that  B.’s  boxes  will 
be  restored  to  him  if  salvaged  from  the  wreck.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  17 

1781  Apl.  23  Has  heard  again  from  Fagel,  who  has  been  told  by  Prof. 
Allamand  that  some  of  B.’s  articles  have  been  salvaged  from  the  wreck  of 
the  General  Barker ;  returns  thanks  for  seeds  received.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  18-19 

1781  May  11  Congratulates  B.  on  the  salvage  of  the  dried  plants  which 
will  be  restored  to  him,  as  will  also  the  corals  and  shells  if  discovered; 
Royer  has  been  exceedingly  helpful.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  20 

1781  May  — ]  *  Thanks  him  for  the  attention  he  has  paid  to  his  collec¬ 
tions  on  board  the  unfortunate  Indiaman;  he  has  received  the  remains  of 
several  hundred  dried  plants ;  asks  him  to  pay  the  salvage  charges,  etc. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  25 


20.  Amsterdam  1781  July  13  Offers  to  forward  B.’s  correspondence  to  the  Cape  and  to 

send  him  a  specimen  of  a  new  genus  of  Pentandria  from  Ceylon.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  21 

21.  Amsterdam  1781  Nov.  27  Is  informed  by  Royer  that  B.  will  not  be  charged  with  any 

expenses  for  the  salvage  of  his  specimens;  the  box  containing  the  shells 
must  have  been  broken  because  Indian  shells  have  been  thrown  up  on  the 
shore  by  the  sea;  the  palms  have  been  forwarded  to  B.  in  Capt.  Baxter’s 
ship.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  22-23 
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D  eutz,  Jan,  continued 

22.  Amsterdam  1782  Sept.  1  Hopes  at  the  Peace  to  visit  England  with  Rear  Adm.  Van 

Kinsbergen,  who  is  greatly  attached  to  Natural  History;  has  heard  from 
Surinam  that  Bread-fruit  grows  well  there.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  73-74 

23.  Amsterdam  1783  Oct.  23  Explains  the  political  reasons  for  the  long  interruption  in 

correspondence;  offers  to  obtain  seeds  for  B.  from  Surinam,  through  the 
Governor’s  brother,  who  is  a  personal  friend;  thanks  B.  for  sending  plants 
and  offers  to  obtain  others  from  Cura9ao  through  another  friend,  a  ship’s 
captain.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  161-162 


DEVAYNES,  William  (d.  1805). 

1.  Soho  Square  1788  Dec.  27  * 

2.  East  India 


House 


East  India 
House 


Director,  H.E.I.  Co. 

See  East  India  Co.,  No.  9. 

1789  June  24  A  sheep  and  ram  of  the  Cashmir  breed  have  been  sent 
from  India  to  improve  the  breed  of  English  sheep,  especially  as  regards 
their  wool ;  the  Directors  desire  to  present  them  to  the  King  and  have  been 
referred  to  B.  for  his  opinion.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  352 

[1789]  July  7  Has  received  and  encloses  a  report  from  the  Co.’s  Agent 
at  Gravesend  concerning  the  Cashmir  sheep ;  asks  B.  what  is  proper  to  be 
done.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  334 


DE  VI RLE Y,  Grossart 

1.  Paris  1787  May  20  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  kindness  to  him  during  his 

visit  to  London ;  Dolomieu  has  given  him  a  copy  of  his  memoirs  on  the 
earthquake  in  Calabria  and  is  pleased  to  be  able  to  send  it  to  B;  gives 
account  of  an  electrical  experiment  in  which  75  jars  were  used;  various 
metals  were  fused  at  high  temperatures.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  548-549 

2.  Paris  1790  July  5  Recalls  B.’s  kindness  to  him  when  in  England  and  asks  his 

help  and  advice  for  Terray,  formerly  Intendant  of  a  Province  and  a  relative 
of  Lavoisier,  who  is  travelling  through  England  to  place  his  son  in  Edin¬ 
burgh  Univ. ;  regrets  his  absence  from  Dijon  when  B.’s  friends  brought 
letters  of  introduction,  but  does  not  know  if  he  will  ever  return;  “je  ne 
suis  pas  encor  supprime  par  un  decret  formel,  mais  je  le  suis  de  fait,  et 
j’attends  patiemment  mon  sort.”  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  355-356 


DEVISME,  Gerard  (1726-1785  +  ).  Merchant  of  Lisbon 

1.  Lisbon  1767  June  2  News  of  mutual  friends  and  acquaintances  at  Lisbon. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  6 


2.  Lisbon 

3.  Lisbon 

4.  Lisbon 


1767  Nov.  4  A  similar  letter;  description  of  his  plantations. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  13 

1767  Dec.  12  Returns  thanks  for  plants  sent  by  B.  and  delivered  by 
Capt.  Travers,  and  for  a  second  consignment  by  Capt.  Martin;  news  of 
friends.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  14 

1772  Jan.  24  Is  anxious  for  news  of  B.’s  voyage;  hears  he  is  making 
preparations  for  a  second  voyage;  can  give  him  letters  of  introduction  to 
the  Governors  of  Portuguese  settlements;  is  sending  five  Portuguese 
cloaks  for  B.  consigned  to  Thomas  Jacomb  [of  Laurence  Pountney  Hill], 
London,  merchant,  who  will  deliver  them  and  collect  payment. 

Kew:  B.C.  x.  29 
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Devisme,  Gerard,  continued 

5.  Lisbon  1784  Dec.  8  Sends  description  of  his  house,  garden  and  grounds; 

Masson  has  returned  from  Madeira,  “a  martyr  to  botany”;  sends  oranges 
for  Lady  Banks.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  185 

DEVONSHIRE,  Duchess  of — See  Cavendish,  Georgiana 

DIBDIN,  Rev.  Thomas  Frognal  (1776-1847).  Bibliographer 

1.  Kensington  1803  July  16  Asks  B.’s  help  to  obtain  for  him  the  appointment  of 
Librarian  to  the  Royal  Institution.  D.T.C.  14.  99 


DICKSON,  Archibald  &  Sons.  Nurserymen 

1.  Hawick  1807  Mar.  27  They  notify  B.  of  the  dispatch  of  Empress  of  Russia 

apple-trees  by  sea  to  London;  their  firm  now  has  100  acres  of  nursery 
gardens.  Hill  Coll.  2.  7 


DICKSON, 
1.  Covent 
Garden 


2.  Covent 
Garden 

3.  Covent 
Garden 

4.  Covent 
Garden 


James  (1738-1822).  Nurseryman  and  Botanist 

1798  Sept.  20  Assures  B.  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  Mungo  Park’s 
refusal  [to  go  on  the  expedition  to  New  South  Wales] ;  he  and  Park  did 
not  mention  the  matter  when  they  left  B.  together  at  Spring  Grove;  Park 
is  very  close,  and  probably  thinks  he  (D.)  wishes  him  to  go ;  he  does  wish 
it,  but  will  not  tell  him  so,  as  some  of  his  friends  said  that  he  (D.)  was  the 
cause  of  Park’s  going  to  Africa  from  whence  they  expected  he  would  never 
return,  and  he  does  not  again  wish  to  ‘‘put  his  head  in  a  halter”;  Park’s 
sister  (Mrs.  Dickson)  thinks  that  the  real  reason  for  his  refusal  is  a  love 
affair.  D.T.C.  11.  77-78 

1800  Dec.  9  Informs  B.  in  reply  to  his  enquiry  that  Ensign  Brown’s  ad¬ 
dress  is  Fifeshire  Fencibles,  Kilcock,  Co.  Kildare.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  147A 
[1801]  —  Gives  the  prices  and  quantity  of  hemp-seed  available  in 
London ;  there  was  a  short  crop  in  England  last  summer.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  46 
1803  Oct.  8  As  desired,  sends  Mungo  Park’s  address,  ‘‘Mr.  Park, 
Surgeon  in  Peebles,  N.B.  ’  ’ ;  will  send  some  walnuts  next  week. 


5.  [London] 


6.  Covent 
Garden 


D.T.C.  14.  160 

1806  Apl.  29  Copy  of  the  Memorial  of  James  Dickson,  brother-in-law 
and  lawful  attorney  of  Mungo  Park  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  praying  that  the  sum  of  £1000  payable  to  Park  under  his  agree¬ 
ment  should  be  immediately  advanced  to  him  (D.)  as  his  attorney  to  make 
provision  for  Park’s  wife  and  four  children.  D.T.C.  16.  260-261 

1806  Oct.  2  He  presumes  B.  has  seen  Mungo  Park’s  letter  in  The  Times, 
dated  Sansanding,  on  the  Niger,  Nov.  10,  1805;  quotes  a  paragraph  in 
Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  Sept.  22,  1806,  based  on  news  received  by  Jackson 
of  Mogador,  that  Mungo  Park  arrived  at  Habru,  the  port  of  Timbuctoo  last 
March  in  a  boat,  where  he  remained  at  anchor  for  one  day  and  then  re¬ 
turned  against  the  stream  towards  Jennie,  and  that  nothing  has  since  been 
heard  of  him  at  Timbuctoo;  has  asked  a  friend  to  call  upon  James  G. 
Jackson,  now  at  Fenchurch  Buildings,  to  make  further  enquiry;  has  heard 
from  Park  that  when  he  came  near  Timbuctoo  he  hoisted  a  white  flag,  but 
the  natives  would  not  come  near  him;  his  returning  against  the  stream 
was  to  deceive  them,  his  intention  being  to  return  and  pass  in  the  night. 

D.T.C.  16.  333-334 


Di  ckson,  James,  continued 

7.  [Covent  1807  Dec.  16  Memorial  of  James  Dickson  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 

Garden]  [Written  by  B.].  When  Mungo  Park  undertook  the  voyage  of  discovery 

in  the  interior  of  Africa  under  the  orders  of  the  Sec.  of  State  for  Colonies, 
it  was  agreed  that  in  case  Park  should  not  be  heard  of  within  two  and  a 
half  years  from  the  date  of  leaving  England,  the  sum  of  £3,000  should  be 
paid  to  his  wife  Alison  Anderson,  alias  Park,  or  in  case  of  her  decease,  to 
his  executors  for  his  children;  the  said  Alison  is  still  alive  and  has  ap¬ 
pointed  the  memorialist  her  lawful  attorney;  the  period  of  two  and  a  half 
years  expired  more  than  two  months  ago ;  prays  their  Lordships  to  pay  the 
sum  to  him  as  attorney  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Park.  D.T.C.  17.  73-74 

8.  [Covent  1807  Dec.  16]  Similar  petition  by  Dickson  as  attorney  for  Thomas 

Garden  Anderson,  Surgeon  of  Selkirk,  in  respect  of  his  son  Alexander  Anderson 

who  accompanied  his  relative  Mungo  Park  in  the  expedition  to  Africa;  it 
was  agreed  that  the  sum  of  £1000  should  be  paid  to  Thomas  Anderson  if  no 
news  of  his  son  was  received  within  two  and  a  half  years  from  his  departure ; 
that  time  having  elapsed  more  than  two  months  ago,  prays  their  Lordships 
to  pay  the  sum  to  him  as  lawful  attorney.  D.T.C.  17.  75-76 

9.  [Covent  1814  Dec.  — ]  Sends  roots  of  the  true  Hermodactyls  and  specimens  of 

Garden  Colchicum  autumnale.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  148 


DIEDE  VON  FURSTENSTEIN,  Wilhelm  Christoph,  Baron  (1732-1807).  Danish  Envoy 
in  London 

1.  London  1772  July  2  Passport  and  Letter  of  Recommendation  for  B.  and  his  party 
in  the  Brig.  Sir  Lawrence  to  Iceland,  specifying  the  names  and  descriptions 
of  B.’s  companions  and  attendants.  [Latin.  A  copy  of  this  document  is 
inserted  at  the  end  of  B.’s  Journal  of  the  voyage.  The  party  consisted  of  B., 
Solander,  Lind,  van  Troil,  Capt.  Gore  and  John  Riddel,  together  with  the 
draughtsmen  John  Frederick  Miller,  James  Miller  and  John  Cleveley;  the 
secretaries  F.  H.  Waldon  and  Sigismund  Bacstrom;  the  gardener  james 
Morland ;  ten  menservants  and  Antoine  Douvez,  the  cook.]  Hawley  Coll. 


DIETRICH,  Philipp  Friedrich,  Baron  von  (1748-1792).  Chemist 

1.  Paris  1786  Sept.  4  Was  about  to  send  a  dopy  of  his  work  [Description  des 

Gites  de  Miner ai,  des  Forges  et  des  Salines  des  Pyrenees ,  etc.,  Paris,  1786], 
which  has  just  appeared,  but  Coxe,  who  is  returning  to  England  in 
November  will  bring  it  with  him.  [French!]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  297 

2.  Paris  1787  July  25  Sends  copy  of  a  book  for  R.S.  to  which  he  has  written  the 

introduction  [F.  W.  H.  von  Trebra,  Observatio?is  sur  Vlnterieur  des 
Montagues,  etc.,  Paris,  1787].  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  440 

3.  Paris  1789  Jan.  16  Has  just  sent  to  R.S.  the  second  vol.  of  his  work  dealing 

with  mineral  ores,  etc.,  of  France;  it  describes  Upper  and  Lower  Alsace, 
which  will  be  followed  by  a  description  of  Lorraine,  now  in  the  press. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  170 


DIGBY,  Stephen  (1742-1800).  Ranger  of  Richmond  Park 

1.  Richmond  1796  Jan.  10  Lffiderstands  there  are  small  hand-mills,  worked  by  one  or 
Park  two  men,  which  will  in  a  short  time  grind  sufficient  corn  for  a  family 

for  a  week;  desires  B.’s  opinion  and  information  as  to  where  the  whole 
apparatus  of  mill,  bolting  tub,  sieve,  etc.,  can  be  obtained.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  132 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  7 
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Digby,  Stephen,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1796  Jan.  13  *  Quotes  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Irving  given  in  1774  to  a 

Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  consider  methods  of  making 
flour  from  wheat ;  to  grind  to  the  best  advantage  the  stones  should  make 
60  revolutions  a  minute ;  if  faster  too  much  heat  is  generated,  and  if  slower, 
part  adheres  to  the  bran  and  cannot  be  separated  in  bolting;  on  this  basis, 
it  seems  to  B.  impossible  that  a  machine  capable  of  being  turned  by  one  or 
two  men,  or  even  horses,  can  produce  sufficient  impulse  to  strike  the  meal 
cleanly  out  of  the  bran  except  at  a  velocity  great  enough  to  expose  it  to  the 
risk  of  fire ;  all  the  hand-mills  he  has  seen  grind  with  grievous  labour  to  the 
man  turning  it,  and  cause  much  waste  by  leaving  meal  adhering  to  the 
bran ;  has  not  examined  any  of  the  newly-invented  hand-mills. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  9-10 

3.  [Soho  Square  1796  Jan.  13]*  Draft  of  part  of  the  foregoing  letter.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  8 
DILLON,  Samuel 

1.  Havana  I79°  Jan.  12  Explains  that  he  is  a  Northern  Irish  deserter  from  the  18th 

Light  Dragoons,  but  with  extenuating  circumstances;  sends  a  mathe¬ 
matical  discourse  of  a  method  of  extractingthe  roots  of  equations;  consults  B. 
on  the  possibility  of  returning  to  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  304-305 

DILLWYN,  Lewis  Weston,  F.R.S.  (1778-1855).  Naturalist 

1.  Soho  Square  1809.  Sept.  18  *  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  comply  with  his  request  for 

Merino  sheep ;  the  flock  from  which  those  were  ordered  for  distribution  by 
the  King,  were  taken  by  the  French  and  soon  after  retaken  by  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  though  the  French  succeeded  in  securing  480  of  the  rams;  the 
number  expected  is  therefore  very  small;  he  cannot  proceed  with  dis¬ 
tribution  as  the  sheep  already  arrived  are  in  a  shocking  state  of  feebleness, 
nor  can  he  ascertain  the  number  to  be  distributed  nor  the  extent  of  the 
applications  for  them  which  arrive  daily;  D.’s  observation  on  Carabus 
arenarius  in  ship  timber  is  interesting;  no  doubt  it  came  ashore  in  a  wreck; 
[PS.]  a  ram  may  be  bought  from  the  King’s  flock  at  an  average  price  of 
£38 ;  high  as  this  price  is,  several  have  been  purchased.  D.T.C.  17.  332-333 

2.  Soho  Square  1809  Nov.  30  *  Hoping  he  may  be  able,  when  the  time  for  distribution 

arrives,  to  allot  some  of  the  King’s  sheep  to  his  (D.’s)  father-in-law, 
enquires  the  situation  of  his  farm ;  has  heard  of  a  breed  of  fowls  of  enormous 
size  in  D.’s  neighbourhood;  Rennie,  the  engineer,  when  at  an  inn  near 
Swansea,  had  two  fowls  weighing  10  lb.  each;  on  enquiring,  he  was  told 
by  the  landlady  that  she  could  at  any  time  provide  dozens  of  them ;  as  he 
(B.)  desires  to  improve  the  breeds  of  fowls  as  well  as  of  quadrupeds,  he 
wishes  to  procure  this  breed  if  it  really  exists,  which  he  is  inclined  to 
believe,  as  he  has  procured  enormous  fowls  from  Carmarthen ;  Hooker,  in 
spite  of  his  hard  fate,  is  eager  to  undertake  another  voyage  to  Iceland. 
[Note  by  D.  “  The  large  breed  of  fowls  is  found  at  C  .  .  .  (?)  in  Carmarthen¬ 
shire,  &  was  introduced  about  the  year  1780  from  Dorking.  L.  W.  D.”] 

D.T.C.  17.  338-339 

3.  Soho  Square  1810  July  25  *  “The  Wonders  of  the  Feathered  Creation”,  once  to  be 

seen  in  Carmarthenshire,  no  longer  exist;  a  cock  of  7  lb.  weight  may 
sometimes  occur  at  Dorking;  he  need  not  therefore  trouble  D.  to  search  for 
them.  D.T.C.  18.  47 
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Di  llwyn,  Lewis  Weston,  continued 

4.  Soho  Square  1813  Jan.  27  *  Has  looked  through  the  papers  D.  wishes  to  borrow  and 

they  are  ready  when  called  for;  the  12th  ed.  of  the  Sy sterna  does  not 
include  amongst  the  additions  any  of  Solander’s  shells,  so  he  presumes 
D.  will  not  require  it ;  is  sorry  to  hear  gout  assails  him  so  early  in  life ;  he 
(B.)  was  not  afflicted  till  nearly  40  but  it  had  crippled  him  before  he  was  60 
years  old.  D.T.C.  18.  226 

5.  Soho  Square  1813  Feb.  4  *  Has  delivered  Solander’s  MSS.  to  the  messenger  and 

desires  them  returned  soon;  sends  drawing  of  a  new  rat  trap,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  attract  rats  to  nest  and  live  in  it ;  an  old  chest  will  serve ;  the 
holes  in  the  outside  are  closed  with  sliding  doors ;  and  those  within  allow 
a  passage  between  the  partitions ;  there  is  an  upper  storey,  resting  on  the 
partitions  filled  with  corn ;  when  the  rats  have  taken  up  their  abode  within, 
the  outer  doors  are  shut,  except  one;  to  this  a  cage  is  attached  and  the 
rats  driven  into  it.  [Note:  “I  tried  it  without  much  success,  L.  W.  D.”] 

D.T.C.  18.  227-228 

6.  Soho  Square  1813  Oct.  25  *  Has  read  in  the  Monthly  Magazine  of  10  human  skeletons 

discovered,  deeply  bedded  in  limestone,  at  Llandibea;  requests  D.  to 
verify  it  and  obtain  fuller  particulars;  has  lately  received  from  Guadeloupe 
a  skeleton  also  embedded  in  limestone;  also  enquires  the  origin  of  “Calver” 
and  how  to  prepare  salmon  cut  in  slices  and  pickled ;  he  remembers  having 
had  at  Rhydodyn  a  similar  preparation  called  “Calverd  Salmon”. 

D.T.C.  18.  282-283 

7.  Willows  1813  Oct.  31  Has  ascertained  that  the  skeletons  found  at  Llandibea 

were  taken  up  and  re-buried  in  the  churchyard;  there  was  nothing  to 
suggest  that  they  were  fossilized,  and  their  condition  was  similar  to  that  of 
one  found  eight  years  ago  at  the  Mumbles  at  the  bottom  of  a  rock-cleft 
which  had  been  filled  up  with  earth;  his  cook  can  tell  him  nothing  about 
Calvered  Salmon.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  51-52 

8.  Soho  Square  1813  Dec.  31  *  Was  much  amused  by  the  account  of  the  skeletons  which 

were  not  petrified,  but  the  mode  of  burial  was  interesting  and  he  hopes 
for  fuller  information  from  Llandibea' on  the  subject;  “Callour”  is  the 
original  form  of  “Calver”,  and  according  to  Pegge  in  Lancashire  salmon 
is  “calverd”  by  being  put  in  a  pot  and  parboiled;  remembers  at  Rhydodyn 
50  years  ago  a  man  brought  salmon  which  he  sold  at  2 d.  per  lb.,  a  profit  of 
cent  per  cent  on  the  original  Carmarthen  price;  it  was  calvered  and  he 
thought  it  the  most  palatable  preparation ;  the  old  copper  coins  issued  by 
the  Tower  [Mint]  are  being  called  in  and  all  tokens  except  those  coined  by 
Boulton  or  the  Mint  declared  illegal ;  regrets  he  is  too  old  to  undertake  the 
journey  to  see  D.’s  garden;  recommends  the  cultivation  of  mays  [maize]; 
has  seed  from  the  upper  Missouri  which  he  hopes  to  acclimatize  for  a 
crop.  D.T.C.  18.  291-293 

9.  Soho  Square  1814  Aug.  22  *  He  communicated  D.’s  letter  to  Anthony  Carlisle, 

whose  answer  he  encloses  ( q.v .  No.  4) ;  also  encloses  an  anonymous 
letter  from  Cardiff  about  porcelain;  wishes  to  know  if  any  chemical 
improvement  has  been  made  in  its  manufacture  which  will  put  England 
in  fair  competition  with  France ;  hopes  D.’s  efforts  to  improve  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  shells  will  bring  him  to  London ;  [William]  Wood  has  commenced 
a  periodical  work  [ General  Conchology,  London,  1815],  but  he  has  not  the 
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Dillwyn,  Lewis  Weston,  continued 


io.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1 1 .  Soho  Square 


12.  Revesby 
Abbey 


13.  Soho  Square 


14.  Spring 
Grove 


15.  Soho  Square 


16.  Soho  Square 


ability  to  improve  the  present  imperfect  classification;  asks  how  his 
myrtles  and  other  exotic  trees  fared  during  the  last  hard  winter. 

D.T.C.  19.  54-55 

1814  Oct.  9  *  Has  read  with  interest  his  account  of  his  visit  to  Nantgaran 

and  the  china  manufacture;  presumes  that  the  ware  is  true  porcelain 
which  withstands  fire,  and  not  Japan- ware;  European  “porcelain”  is 
Japan- ware;  the  first  was  made  in  Saxony  and  is  the  best;  the  great  merit 
of  China  porcelain  is  its  strength  and  lightness;  discussion  of  its  history 
and  composition;  what  he  knows  has  been  learned  “in  my  wife’s  dairy 
where  a  collection  of  China  and  Japan  not  easily  to  be  rivaled  is  continually 
under  my  observation” ;  thanks  him  for  particulars  of  polydactylism  in  the 
Measor  family,  which  he  has  sent  to  Carlisle  [ see  No.  9] ;  discussion  of 
inherited  characters;  commends  his  patriotism  in  promoting  the  Welsh 
porcelain  manufacture.  D.T.C.  19.  83-85 

1815  May  23  *  Mr.  Potter  from  Paris,  who  inundated  London  with 
French  china  of  his  own  making,  called  in  search  of  D.,  to  whom  he  wishes 
to  communicate  some  knowledge  of  porcelain  and  hinted  that  he  could 
enable  D.  to  engage  French  modellers  and  painters.  D.T.C.  19.  158 

1815  Oct.  17  *  Is  ready  to  honour  the  Queen  and  do  his  duty  as  a  friend 

by  exhibiting  his  new  porcelain;  requests  him  to  send  two  identical 
samples  that  it  may  not  be  said  he  has  kept  the  best  for  himself;  suggests 
that  the  little  flower  of  Myosotis  scorpioides  would  be  appropriate  as  a 
decoration  of  his  ware,  as  it  is  the  emblem  of  remembrance  and  is  much 
in  favour  with  the  Royal  Family;  the  Viola  tricolor ,  as  the  emblem  of 
recollection  of  absent  friends,  is  also  good.  D.T.C.  19.  209-210 

[1815]  Nov.  17  *  He  has  been  overturned  in  his  carriage  on  his  journey 
to  town  and  is  suffering  from  gout;  is  disappointed  with  D.’s  ware;  it  is 
thicker  and  heavier  than  the  French,  its  facture  too  glassy  and  its  glaze  too 
floating;  it  most  resembles  the  Chinese  white  porcelain;  hopes  his  factory 
will  produce  more  promising  results.  D.T.C.  19.  211-212 

1816  Sept.  23  *  Thanks  D.  for  his  attention  to  his  wishes,  but  doubts  if 

he  will  carry  out  his  original  intention  as  the  Queen  must  have  had  the  ware 
offered  to  her,  as  after  the  “incredible  puffing  of  your  wares  by  Mr. 
Mortlake”,  the  town  is  well  supplied;  hears  with  pleasure  of  his  success 
which  will  redeem  this  country  from  the  charge  of  selling  earthenware 
under  the  name  of  porcelain;  is  confined  to  bed  under  the  care  of  Sir 
Everard  Home.  D.T.C.  19.  312-313 

1816  Nov.  25  *  Regrets  delay  in  replying,  owing  to  illness;  will  accept 
the  dedication  of  D.’s  book  as  a  great  compliment;  is  deprived  of  the  use 
of  his  right  hand,  so  this  letter  is  written  for  him  by  Lady  Banks. 

D.T.C.  19.  321 

1818  May  6  *  Understands  that  Mr.  Jones,  whose  politics  are  similar 
to  his  own,  intends  to  stand  for  the  City  of  Carmarthen  at  the  next 
election ;  unless  he  has  already  engaged  his  interest  elsewhere,  hopes  that 
D.  will  support  him;  hears  that  he  has  parted  with  his  interest  in  the 
porcelain  manufactory;  doubts  whether  a  man  of  sufficient  ability  will  be 
found  in  bringing  to  perfection  an  art  so  desirable  in  the  country. 

D.T.C.  20.  98 
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DILLWYN,  William  (1743-1824).  Father  of  L.  W.  Dillwyn 

1.  10  Poultry,  1787  May  25  Fie  has  sent  a  memorial  to  Sir  Flarry  Parker,  Bart.,  for 
London  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Longitude,  stating  the  claims  of  John 

Churchman  ( q.v .)  of  Philadelphia  to  have  discovered  the  true  system  of 
magnetic  variation  and  a  method  of  ascertaining  longitude,  together  with 
the  papers  relating  thereto;  hopes  the  Board  will  consider  these  promptly. 
[See  Churchman,  J.,  No.  3.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  272 

DIXON,  George  (1755-1800).  Astronomer  and  Land  Surveyor. 

1.  [London]  1784  Aug.  27  Has  drawn  up  a  scheme  for  an  expedition  across  the 

continent  of  America  by  way  of  Quebec  and  the  Lakes ;  the  party  to  consist 
of  30  or  40  persons,  under  the  leadership  of  these  principals — an  astrono¬ 
mer,  a  botanist  and  a  draughtsman;  proposes  himself  as  astronomer  and 
Nelson  as  botanist;  the  expedition  is  to  be  financed  by  the  sum  of  £1500, 
provided  by  30  subscribers;  if  B.  will  give  his  approval  and  patronage, 
considers  success  certain.  D.T.C.  4.  47-48 

2.  [Revesby  1784  Aug.  29  #  If  N.  America  were  still  under  British  control  or  the 

Abbey]  limits  of  the  new  states  settled  on  a  permanent  basis,  he  would  highly 

approve  of  the  suggested  expedition;  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country, 
however,  would  prevent  the  attainment  of  useful  results;  is  informed  that 
a  scheme  for  a  similar  expedition  is  now  before  Congress.  D.T.C.  4.  49 

DODD,  Ralph  (1756-1822).  Civil  Engineer 

1.  Hackney  1813  Aug.  28  Encloses  a  printed  paper  on  Dry  Rot  in  Timber  in  the 

form  of  a  letter  to  R.S. ;  he  had  intended  to  submit  the  paper  in  manuscript 
to  the  Society,  but  he  was  urged  by  an  eminent  shipbuilder  to  print  it 
privately,  which  he  has  accordingly  done;  he  hopes  to  lay  a  fuller  paper 
on  the  subject  before  R.S.  during  the  winter.  [The  paper,  in  three  closely- 
printed  folio  sheets,  is  attached  (ff.  n,  12).]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8967.  10 

DODSWORTH,  Frank 

1.  Dodington  1789  Jan.  22  Enquires  on  behalf  of  his  brother  Matthew  of  Ferrybridge 

as  to  the  use  of  “an  artificial  grass  called  Cherokee”  recommended  by  B., 
and  requests  him  to  send  a  pint  of  [the  seed  of]  it  with  directions  for  use. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  335 

D  OH  REN,  Jacob  von 

1.  Hamburg  Mil  Apl.  J5  Hopes  B.  received  a  parcel  that  he  sent  from  Fabricius; 

sends  prospectus  of  a  work  to  be  published  soon  (not  specified),  and  hopes 
that  B.  will  encourage  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  149-150 

DOLLOND,  Peter  (1730-1820).  Optician  and  Instrument-maker 

1.  Soho  Square  1819  July  29  *  Requests  him  to  call  at  Soho  Square  for  a  consultation 
on  the  clause  in  the  new  Glass  Duties  by  which  the  Treasury  can  grant 
licences  for  experiments  in  making  pure  Flint-glass.  Webster  Coll.  <5) 

DOLOMIEU,  Alphonse  de 

1.  Paris  1800  Feb.  12  Knowing  the  efforts  made  by  B.  on  behalf  of  his  brother, 

has  been  daily  expecting  news;  but  now  so  long  a  time  has  elapsed  that 
the  family  is  anxious ;  it  would  be  better  to  know  the  truth,  however  terrible, 
and  begs  B.  for  news.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  50 
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DOLOMIEU,  Deodat  Guy  Sylvain  Tancrede  Gratet  de  (1750-1801).  Geologist 

1.  [Paris]  1801  Apl.  30  [Dated  10  Floreal  (an  9).]  After  two  years  of  hard  captivity, 

he  employs  his  first  moments  of  liberty  to  thank  R.S.  for  the  efforts  that 
were  made  on  his  behalf ;  acknowledges  his  deep  obligations  to  the  English 
people  at  Messina  to  whose  help  he  owes  his  life,  particularly  John 
Broadbent  and  Gen.  Graham;  all  honour  to  those  who  in  spite  of  national 
animosity  attempt  to  moderate  the  evils  of  war  by  their  solicitude  for  the 
victims  of  it.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  51-52 

2.  Paris  1801  June  3  [Dated  14  Prairial  (an  9).]  Is  sending  his  greetings  by  his 

brother-in-law,  de  Dree;  hopes  B.  has  received  his  letter  announcing  his 
release  and  his  gratitude  to  R.S.  for  the  efforts  made  on  his  behalf.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  53 

3.  Soho  Square  1801  July  16  *  Is  much  gratified  that  he  has  returned  to  his  own  country ; 

he  spared  no  effort  to  procure  his  liberation  from  the  persecution  of  the 
Court  of  Naples,  but  the  R.S.,  being  non-political,  was  not  associated  with 
his  efforts;  hopes  he  will  resume  his  work  on  the  geology  of  Egypt; 
England,  unlike  France,  has  not  sent  men  of  science  with  her  armies. 

D.T.C.  12.  240-243 


DONN,  James  (1758-1813).  Botanist  and  Gardener 

1.  Cambridge  1794  Dec.  8  Thanks  B.  for  his  influence  in  procuring  for  him  the 

appointment  of  Keeper  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Cambridge ;  the  garden 
is  poorly  stocked,  and  hopes  B.  will  assist  him  to  procure  additional 
plants.  Cambridge  U.L.,  Add.  MS.  4251.  376 

2.  Soho  Square  1794  Dec.  10  *  Is  pleased  that  Donn  is  satisfied  with  his  situation  as 

Superintendent  of  the  Cambridge  Botanic  Garden  and  that  he  is  anxious 
to  improve  the  collection ;  both  he  and  Aiton  will  assist  him. 

Cambridge:  B.S.  <i> 


DONOVAN,  Edward  (1768-1837).  Naturalist 

1.  [London]  1801  Apl.  29  [To  Thomas  Marsham.]  A  very  long  and  detailed  com¬ 

mentary  on  the  proprietorship,  method  of  publication  and  finance  of  a 
proposed  work  to  be  edited  by  him  on  Agricultural  Plants,  with  coloured 
plates,  to  be  issued  in  parts  under  the  patronage  of  B.  [Not  signed,  but 
endorsed  by  B.,  “Mr.  Donovan”;  on  a  slip  attached  (f.  285)  some  notes 
by  B.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  284-286 

DOOREN,  Hendrik  van 

1.  Breda  1815  Feb.  11  Describes  a  new  method  of  printing  music  by  letterpress, 

instead  of  engraving.  R.S.:  Misc.  Corr.  1.  45 

D’ORCY,  Gigot  (1733-1793)-  Entomologist 

1.  [Paris]  1787  May  26  Sends  B.  the  new  part  of  his  work  on  the  butterflies  of 

Europe;  is  most  grateful  to  B.  for  having  obtained  for  him  Ellis’s  last  work. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  493 

2.  Paris  1788  Feb.  7  Describes  his  projected  work  on  Insects  and  requests 

permission  to  have  paintings  made  of  rare  specimens  in  B.’s  collection,  and 
suggests  that  the  actual  specimens  might  be  sent  for  copying,  as  has  already 
been  safely  done  on  various  occasions.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  37-39 
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D  ’  o  r  c  Y,  Gigot,  coiitinued 

3.  [Paris]  1788  Mar.  29  Regrets  his  inability  to  travel  to  London  to  meet  B.,  but 

proposes  to  send  his  son;  describes  the  progress  of  his  work  on  Insects 
and  invites  B.  to  contribute  articles  and  descriptions  to  it.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  40-41 

4.  Paris  1788  May  19  Recommends  his  son  who  is  travelling  to  England;  com¬ 

pliments  B.  on  his  collection  and  returns  thanks  for  granting  facilities  for 
having  paintings  made  in  B.’s  and  other  London  collections  for  his  pro¬ 
jected  work;  sends  a  new  folio  of  his  Papillons  d' Europe  and  a  recipe  for  a 
preservative  against  the  destruction  of  specimens  by  insects;  offers  to 
send  any  specimens  desired  by  B.  [French.]. 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  35-36 

5.  Paris  1789  Mar.  19  Olivier  will  call  and  present  to  B.  the  writer’s  complete 

work  on  Les  Papillo?is  d' Europe ;  repeats  his  thanks  for  the  many  facilities 
granted  by  B.  to  Olivier  for  material  to  complete  the  new  work  on  Insects, 
and  asks  him  for  a  list  of  species  he  requires  to  complete  his  collection. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  171 

6.  [Paris]  1792  Feb.  18  Sends  the  continuation  of  his  work  on  European  Butterflies 

and  explains  the  delay  in  sending  the  earlier  parts.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  127 


D’ORMESSON  DE  NOYSEAU,  Anne  Louis  Franyois  Paule  le  Fevre  (1753-1794). 
Librarian  to  Louis  XVI 

1.  Paris  1791  May  30  Has  been  reminded  by  the  Abbe  Desaunays  of  the 

many  gifts  by  B.  to  the  Bibliotheque  du  Roi,  and  writes  to  send  a  message 
of  thanks  by  [Jean  Henri]  Hassenfratz  who  is  going  to  London.  [. French .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  416 


DOUGHTY,  Thomas 

1.  Wisbech  1793  Apl.  9  Sends  a  description  and  well-executed  drawings  of  a 
machine  he  has  invented  “to  go  perpetually”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  203-204 

DOUGLAS,  James,  14th  Earl  of  Morton,  P.R.S.  (1702-1768).  Astronomer 

1.  Rio  de  1768  Dec.  1  *  Describes  the  progress  [of  Capt.  Cook’s  First  Voyage]  from 

Janeiro  Plymouth  to  Madeira  where  he  made  collections  of  plants  and  of  marine 

zoology  at  sea;  on  arrival  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  13th  Nov.  sailed  up  the 
river  and  was  stopped  by  a  boat  full  of  soldiers  and  another  with  the 
Colonel  and  officers;  they  asked  many  questions  and  seeming  satisfied 
with  the  answers,  permission  was  given  to  land  next  day;  Capt.  Cook  went 
ashore  but  was  soon  escorted  back  to  the  ship  by  an  officer  who  forbade 
any  of  the  party  to  land;  expresses  his  exasperation  at  the  enforced 
inactivity  while  confined  to  the  ship ;  he  addressed  two  remonstrances  to 
the  Portuguese  Governor  and  is  sending  copies  of  these  and  the  answers  by 
a  Spanish  packet.  [The  original  was  sold  at  Sotheby’s,  13  May,  1929, 
Lot  1 ,  where  it  was  wrongly  described  as  written  to  Lord  Sandwich ;  it  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  R.  de  C.  Nankivell,  Esq. ;  contemporary  copies 
of  this  letter  and  the  enclosed  memorials  are  in  the  West  Papers,  Vol.  18, 
in  the  British  Museum.  B.  was  unaware  when  he  wrote  that  Lord  Morton 
died  on  12th  Oct.  1768.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34744,  38-44 
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DOUGLAS,  Rev.  James,  F.S.A.  (1753-1819).  Antiquary;  Chaplain  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
1.  Chiddingfold,  1786  Jan.  12  Sends  through  [George]  Nicol  ( q.v .)  a  sketch  of  a  work 
“which  would  engage  my  studies  for  the  remainder  of  my  life”;  has 
submitted  these  sheets  to  Blagden  and  would  like  to  have  B.’s  unbiased 
opinion;  asks  for  an  introduction  to  Sir  Robert  Barker,  a  neighbour,  who 
has  a  “good  cabinet  of  natural  curiosities”.  D.T.C.  5.  5-7 

1804  Dec.  8  [To  the  Earl  of  Egremont.]  Encloses  a  letter  from  Lord 
Henniker  on  the  exchange  of  this  benefice,  which  he  hopes  he  will  assent 
to ;  understands  that  the  Duchess  of  Chandos  has  the  next  turn  to  the 
presentation;  submits  a  scheme  for  unrolling  the  Herculaneum  papyri;  it 
consists  of  a  light  roller  prepared  with  fine  silk,  backed  with  tracing-paper 
prepared  with  a  solution  of  virgin  wax  and  salt  of  tartar,  with  fine  trans¬ 
parent  varnish  thinly  laid  on  the  surface  of  the  silk;  the  MS.  is  placed  in 
a  cylinder  of  glass  with  an  aperture  on  the  side,  to  come  into  contact 
with  the  roller;  he  could  make  a  model  or  drawing  of  the  proposed 
machine.  [See  also  Tyrwhitt,  T.,  No.  3.]  D.T.C.  15.  209-211 

DOUGLAS,  Rt.  Rev.  John,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1721-1807).  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  later  of  Salisbury 

1.  Soho  Square  1782  Nov.  9  *  Thanks  him  for  the  return  of  the  proof  plates  [of  Cook’s 

Second  Voyage]  and  will  submit  them  with  their  inscriptions  to  Lord 
Sandwich.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2180.  54 

2.  Soho  Square  1784  Mar.  30  *  Suggests  that  a  direction  to  the  bookbinder  be  printed 

and  inserted  in  Cook’s  Voyages  in  order  that  the  plates  be  inserted  in  their 
proper  places;  informs  him  that  Dalrymple  intends  to  have  six  plates  of 
views,  of  which  he  will  send  the  titles ;  regrets  the  delay  by  Capt.  King  in 
sending  back  his  proofs ;  hopes  the  work  will  be  published  on  18th  May,  the 
day  Parliament  assembles.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2180.  188 


Surrey 


2.  Kenton 
Debenham 


DOUGLAS,  Robert 

1.  Chertsey  [1 783  Aug.  11]  Sends  [to  B.  at  Spring  Grove]  a  large  eel  found  floating 
Abbey  on  the  river  choked  by  another,  with  its  head  protruding  through  the  gills 

of  its  captor;  probable  explanation  of  the  affair;  refers  to  George  Nicol 
(q.v.).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  209-210 


DOUGLAS  (nee  BL^LLER),  Susan  Elizabeth,  Countess  of  Morton  (d.  1827).  Wife  of  the 
17th  Earl 

1.  Soho  Square  1818  July  19  *  Sends  a  drawing  of  the  animal  Lord  M.  is  interested  in 
for  his  comments ;  thinks  it  is  a  wild  horse,  though  the  cross  over  the  back 
and  shoulders  is  ass-like  ;  it  has  been  brought  from  India  and  is  to  be  sold 
for  £40 ;  has  had  a  visit  from  White  bringing  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Air. 
Price  of  Aberdour  ;  he  thinks  little  of  White’s  proposals  but  has  sent  him  to 
Capt.  [Thomas]  Hurd,  Sec.  to  Board  of  Longitude.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  121 


DOUGLAS,  Sylvester,  Baron  Glenbervie,  F.R.S.  (1743-1823).  Politician 

1.  Bruton  1800  Dec.  24  Returns  thanks  for  B.’s  promised  advice  as  to  how  he  can 

Street  be  useful  to  science  in  the  official  post  to  which  he  has  been  appointed; 

hopes  to  call  on  B.  before  he  leaves  England.  [He  was  appointed  Governor 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  eventually  did  not  take  the  office.] 

D.T.C.  12.  141-142 


l8 — B.L. 
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Douglas,  Sylvester,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1801  Feb.  i  *  Long  and  detailed  advice  and  instructions,  under  the 


3.  Pay  Office 

headings  of  Botany,  Zoology,  Comparative  Anatomy,  Ornithology, 
Ichthyology,  Entomology,  Geology  and  Mineralogy;  names  the  persons 
most  likely  to  give  assistance,  with  instructions  as  to  packing  and  dispatch¬ 
ing  specimens,  especially  of  plants  and  seeds  for  Kew.  D.T.C.  12.  171-179 
1801  Dec.  17  Sends  papers  for  B.'s  consideration  relating  to  trade  at 

Gibraltar,  which  will  come  before  the  Committee  for  Trade  [of  the  Privy 
Council] ;  one  of  the  objects  is  to  remove  the  quarantine  to  which  ships 
are  subjected  in  Spain;  it  has  been  urged  that  if  Gibraltar  were  made  a 
centre  of  trade,  its  security  would  be  endangered,  but  it  appears  from  the 
Report  of  the  Merchants  and  Lord  Heathfield’s  letter,  no  such  danger  is 
feared;  quotes  figures  showing  the  decline  of  trade.  D.T.C.  12.  293-295 

4.  Soho  Square 

1802  July  30  *  Report  on  the  papers  relating  to  Hemp  submitted  to  him 

by  Lord  Glenbervie  for  the  Board  of  Trade.  [A  long  report  on  the  different 
kinds  of  Hemp  produced  in  1 1  different  countries,  dated  18  Dec.  1800,  is  in 
D.T.C.  12.  143-147;  many  facts  in  it  are  utilized  in  this  letter.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38236.  1 15-123 

5.  Sheffield 
Place 

1812  Oct.  4  Answers  to  questions  by  B.  concerning  a  piece  of  land 

belonging  to  the  Crown  Estate  let  on  lease  to  Richard  Clitherow  (q.v.). 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  75-76 

DOUGLAS,  — 

1.  — 

1795  Jan.  31  He  has  made  application  for  the  vacancy  in  the  British 

Museum  caused  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  [Richard]  Southgate  and  solicits 
B.’s  support.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  20 

DRAKE,  Sir  Francis  Henry,  5th  Bart.  (1722-1794) 

1.  St.  James’s  [1793  Feb.  2]  [To  William  Townsend  Aiton,  q.v.].  B’s  recommendation 
will  be  of  great  consequence  and  must  by  all  means  be  procured  as  being 
“the  best  assurance  of  your  being  equal  to  the  situation”  [of  Head  Gar¬ 
dener  at  Kew,  in  succession  to  his  father],  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  227 

D.T.C.  8,176 

DRfiE,  fitienne  Gilbert,  Marquis  de  (1760-1848).  Mineralogist 


1.  [Paris] 

1800  Apl.  13  [To  Sir  William  Hamilton  ?]  The  position  of  [his  brother- 

in-law]  Dolomieu  is  unchanged;  is  it  not  possible  for  the  British  Govt, 
to  intervene  to  save  him  ? ;  will  he  not  join  with  B.  and  other  scientists  to 
help  for  the  sake  of  his  family  ? ;  Mme  Hamilton  is  said  to  be  back  in 
London,  perhaps  she  has  news;  begs  him  to  regard  Dolomieu  as  a  brother 
and  do  all  in  his  power  to  deliver  him  from  his  sufferings.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  54 

2.  [Paris] 

1 8 1 1  Sept.  6  Is  sending  B.  a  catalogue,  not  as  a  contribution  to  science, 

but  to  make  known  the  contents  of  his  own  museum;  he  sends  it  as  a 

token  of  remembrance.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  95-96 

DRINKWATER,  Thomas.  Customs  Officer 

1.  [London]  1819  Nov.  27  On  behalf  of  H.M.  Customs,  he  had  detained  in  the  ware¬ 
house  in  London  Docks  the  finest  specimen  of  Rock-amethyst  ever 
known;  it  weighs  13 1  lb.  and  measures  5  ft.  in  circumference. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  35 
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DROMORE,  Bishop  of — See  Percy,  Thomas 

DRUMMOND,  James  (fl.  1801-1807).  Superintendent  of  Supercargoes,  Canton 


1.  Walmer 
Castle,  off 
Weymouth 


DRUMMOND, 
1.  Bantry 


1807  June  30  Finding  that  Govr.  Patton  ( q.v .)  has  established  a  Botanic 
Garden  at  St.  Helena,  he  left  the  plant-cabin  there  to  preserve  such  plants 
as  were  sickly,  to  recover  and  follow  by  a  later  ship;  ordered  [Wm.  John] 
Burchell,  who  is  in  charge,  to  have  the  boxes  filled  with  Chinese  and  other 
plants  in  a  healthy  state,  and  to  make  a  choice  from  his  own  and  Lance’s 
plants  and  seeds  as  well  as  some  of  those  sent  by  Kerr;  has  brought  some 
of  the  plants  left  by  David  Scott  of  which  Burchell  has  advised  Aiton, 
and  has  also  written  to  Kerr  to  send  seeds  and  plants  which  Roberts,  his 
successor,  will  encourage,  as  Chinese  plants  thrive  well  at  St.  Helena; 
those  now  on  Walmer  Castle  are  healthy  but  should  be  sent  for  immediately 
the  ship  docks.  (List  of  plants,  262-263.)  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  257-258 

Patrick  Hay.  Agriculturist 

1796  Feb.  19  He  has  desired  Whitesmith  to  call  upon  B.  as  he  has  much 
knowledge  of  Clover  seed;  if  he  is  unable  to  supply  B.,  will  reserve  some 
of  his  own  seed  for  him;  this  Clover  is  superior  to  the  Red  Clover;  the 
high  price  of  corn  has  caused  too  much  pasture-land  to  be  ploughed,  and 
has  created  a  shortage  of  livestock;  suggests  remedies. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  52 


DRYANDER,  Jonas  (1748-1810).  Botanist  and  Librarian  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks 

1.  Soho  Square  1782  Sept.  24  A  letter  and  parcel  from  Dr.  [Marcus  Eliezer]  Bloch 
(q.v.  No.  3)  have  arrived  from  Berlin;  the  parcel  contains  Vol.  1  and 
certain  plates  from  Vol.  2  of  his  work  on  Fishes  [ Oeconomische  Naturge- 
schichte  der  Fische  Deutschlands,  1782-5] ;  he  has  a  third  volume  in  prepara¬ 
tion  ;  [Benjamin]  White  has  sent  fasc.  1 5  of  Flora  Danica ;  Fabricius  is  about 
to  leave.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  114 


2.  Soho  Square 


3.  Soho  Square 


4.  Soho  Square 


1782  Oct.  22  A  parcel  from  Norwich  has  arrived  containing  a  pamphlet 
on  Lycoperdon,  dedicated  to  B.  by  [Charles]  Bryant;  his  descriptions  are 
informative  but  diffuse ;  has  read  Hedwig’s  book  on  Mosses ;  it  is  tedious, 
prolix,  elegant  rather  than  technical,  and  full  of  misprints;  Charles 
Forster  brought  from  his  brother  Hagen’s  Hist.  Lichenum,  “a  true  German 
compilation”;  Dr.  Thunberg  has  sent  some  10  old  Uppsala  dissertations; 
Cavallo  informed  him  that  he  had  had  a  letter  from  Dr.  Lind  asserting  that 
Herschel  ‘‘had  discovered  animation  in  the  moon”.  D.T.C.  2.  203-204 

1783  Sept.  25  Is  sorry  to  learn  that  B.  still  suffers  returns  of  pain  from 

his  fall;  [C.  F.]  Greville  has  come  to  town;  a  parcel  was  left  from  Dr. 
Russell,  containing  three  species  of  plants,  ‘‘no  great  acquisition”; 
Blizard  has  called  and  left  a  book  on  the  Tourniquet;  a  letter  from  Pennant 
says  that  John  Lloyd  sent  a  challenge  to  a  ‘‘fighting  squire”,  but  he  (P.) 
brought  the  antagonists  together  and  made  up  the  affair;  Lee  says  that 
Tillandsia  has  flowered  in  Lord  Petre’s  garden,  but  from  the  bracts  he  (D.) 
thinks  it  may  be  Bromelia  nudicaulis ;  news  on  balloons  from  the  Journal  de 
Paris',  Cavallo  is  trying  to  find  the  cheapest  way  of  conducting  his  ex¬ 
periments.  D.T.C.  3.  93-95 

1783  Nov.  1  Sends  B.’s  letters  and  a  long  extract  from  the  Journal  de 
Paris  on  balloons  signed  by  Faujas  de  St.  Fond;  [George]  Nicol  has  had 
accounts  from  Leiden  of  the  Gaubius  Sale,  but  only  a  few  lots  have  been 
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secured  for  B. ;  a  small  jar,  contents  unknown,  has  come  from  [Chaloner] 
Arcedeckne  ( q.v .) ;  Blagden  reports  that  Wolfe  has  got  his  materials  from 
the  Custom  House.  D.T.C.  3.  1 60-161 

5.  Soho  Square  1784  Oct.  21  Faujas  has  not  been  to  Staffa;  when  he  came  to  the  place 

of  crossing  to  Mull  he  considered  it  dangerous  and  stayed  on  the  mainland; 
when  the  other  three  came  to  Mull,  they  quarrelled  and  Massey  went  alone 
to  Staffa;  Planta  has  brought  a  large  letter  from  the  Elector  Palatine;  if  B. 
does  not  return  in  time  for  the  first  meeting,  he  supposes  it  should  be 
opened  and  read  at  R.S.,  but  awaits  B.’s  orders.  D.T.C.  4.  79 

6.  Soho  Square  1784  Oct.  24  A  parcel  has  arrived  from  Prof.  Bugge;  one  of  the  pam¬ 

phlets  in  it  is  an  account  of  the  eruption  in  Iceland  last  year;  as  it  is  in 
Danish,  he  gives  a  long  summary  of  it;  sends  letters  from  Broussonet: 
asks  when  B.  intends  to  return.  D.T.C.  4.  80-82 


7.  Revesby 
Abbey 


8.  Soho  Square 


9.  Revesby 
Abbey 


10.  Revesby 
Abbey 


11.  Soho  Square 


1785  Aug.  28  *  His  party  have  all  arrived  safely  at  Revesby;  Blagden  is 

fully  informed  of  all  communications  with  Crell  and  may  write  to  him  in 
his  (B.’s)  name;  he  does  not  think  the  charge  of  1^  guineas  for  Von  Rohr’s 
plants  excessive ;  desires  two  sets  of  perch  tackle  to  be  bought  and  sent  to 
him.  Dry  ander  Corr.  9 

1786  Sept.  21  L’Heritier  arrived  two  days  ago;  he  shipped  the  whole  of 

Dombey’s  Herbarium  from  Boulogne  to  London ;  the  Spanish  Minister 
has  required  the  French  Govt,  to  give  up  Dombey’s  collections,  to  which 
they  have  had  to  assent;  before  the  French  order  to  L’H.  arrived  he  set  off 
with  the  Herbarium  and  was  supposed  in  Paris  to  be  at  his  seat  in  Picardy; 
he  means  to  stay  three  months  to  describe  Dombey’s  plants;  Blagden  may 
be  able  to  give  fuller  information;  Swartz  has  arrived  from  Jamaica,  he 
means  to  stay  till  the  Spring.  D.T.C.  5.  59 

1786  Sept.  24  *  L’Heritier  is  truly  French;  he  intends  to  publish  a 
Prodromus  Florae  Peruvianae ,  thinking  that  after  that  the  Spaniards  will 
be  silent;  he  must  have  every  assistance  that  the  Herbarium  or  Library 
can  give  him;  as  he  means  to  stay  five  months,  B.  will  be  at  Soho  Square 
at  least  half  that  time.  ,  Dryander  Corr.  10 

1786  Sept.  30  *  Has  had  a  letter  from  L'Heritier  which  alarms  him;  “of 
all  the  impudent  Frenchmen  in  the  whole  world  he  is  the  most  impertinent 
&  dangerous  ...  he  has  used  my  name  in  importing  Dombey’s  Herbarium 
&  tried  to  do  at  least  the  same  in  passing  it  through  the  Custom  House,  he 
next  asks  my  leave  to  publish  a  monograph  of  my  Gerania”;  has  written 
him  a  cool  answer  and  desired  him  to  return  the  Gerania;  orders  Dry¬ 
ander  to  send  them  to  him  at  Revesby,  first  checking  them  to  see  that  all 
have  been  returned;  orders  D.  to  confine  L’Heritier’s  visits  to  the  Library 
to  the  time  he  (D.)  is  there  and  to  keep  a  watch  on  rare  specimens;  has 
written  similarly  to  Blagden  and  asked  him  to  consult  D.  on  the  subject; 
requests  that  Swartz  be  asked  to  delay  opening  his  Herbarium  until  B. 
returns,  if  he  does  so  sooner  L’H.  will  get  his  plants  before  he  (B.)  has 
seen  them.  Dryander  Corr.  11 

1786  Oct.  3  Has  had  a  long  conference  with  Blagden  on  L’H. ;  has  been 
twice  with  him  to  Kew  and  has  seen  several  instances  of  his  impudence  in 
asking  for  what  one  may  not  wish  to  grant;  he  and  Blagden  quite  agree 
in  keeping  him  at  a  distance,  but  desire  B.  to  reconsider  his  demand  for 
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the  return  of  the  Gerania,  as  he  would  make  a  stir  in  Paris  about  his 
treatment  and  it  is  not  desirable  to  give  him  a  pretext;  they  have  therefore 
not  delivered  B.’s  letter  to  him  until  receiving  further  orders;  Swartz  has 
not  produced  his  plants,  but  he  does  not  know  him  well  enough  to  tell 
him  bluntly  the  reason  he  is  desired  not  to  do  so;  he  will  prevent  L’H. 
from  abusing  the  liberty  of  the  Herbarium  and  has  locked  the  room  upstairs. 

D.T.C.  5.  87-88 

1786  Oct.  6  *  In  dealing  with  men  of  such  character  as  L’H.  he  has 
always  been  firm  and  has  never  suffered  them,  however  great  their  talents 
may  be,  and  little  credit  would  be  given  to  any  story  he  may  tell  of  uncivil 
usage;  he  can  have  no  complaint  against  B.’s  letter,  for  he  has  been  given 
everything  he  asks  except  leave  to  publish  B.’s  Herbarium;  desires  D.  to 
consult  again  with  Blagden  and  to  act  as  may  be  jointly  decided,  but  he 
wishes  his  letter  to  be  delivered  to  L’H.  as  a  check  on  further  liberties ;  if  D. 
and  Blagden  determine  that  he  is  to  retain  the  genera,  L’H.  is  to  be  told 
that  fresh  instructions  arrived  by  this  post;  instructs  D.  when  he  is  away, 
to  take  with  him  the  keys  of  the  cubes  [Herbarium  cabinets]  and  remove 
the  MSS.,  but  above  all  deliver  his  letter,  or  he  will  spoil  more  good 
specimens.  Dryander  Corr.  12 

1786  Oct.  7]  #  He  has  received  another  letter  from  Blagden  giving  more 
reasons  why  the  original  letter  should  not  be  given  to  L’H. ;  asks  D.  to 
consult  again  with  Blagden  and  decide  whether  the  original  letter  shall  be 
given,  or  a  new  one  he  now  encloses;  has  not  altered  his  opinion,  and 
believes  that  L’H.’s  chief  intention  is  to  consult  B.’s  Herbarium,  for  he 
will  not  dare  to  circulate  complaints  knowing  that  the  Minister  will  take 
full  revenge  on  him  for  having  eluded  the  jurisdiction  of  France;  thanks 
him  for  sending  the  Crown  Bird  to  Hunter  as  it  was  his  intention  to  give 
it  to  him;  hopes  D.  has  already  stopped  L’H.  from  examining  specimens 
in  his  Herbarium,  as  this  alarms  him  most  of  all.  Dryander  Corr.  13 

14.  Soho  Square  1786  Oct.  12  Has  delivered  B.’s  second  letter  to  L’H. ;  he  will  not  allow 

anyone  to  examine  the  parts  of  fructification  in  the  Herbarium  and  would 
not  let  L’H.  do  so;  there  are  cases  in  which  it  would  interest  us  as  much 
to  know  his  plants  as  it  would  L’H.  to  know  B.’s;  quotes  instances; 
dined  at  Dr.  Garthshore’s  with  a  Mr.  [John]  Maitland  ( q.v .),  a  partner  in 
a  cloth-working  house  who  says  that  Shetland  wool  is  only  fit  for  gloves 
and  stockings  and  is  not  suitable  for  working  into  cloth.  D.T.C.  5.  96-97 

15.  Soho  Square  1787  Sept.  27  All  the  letters  have  been  disposed  of  except  the  foreign, 

which  he  is  sending  to  B. ;  L’H.  is  still  in  London,  but  says  he  must  be  in 
Paris  by  the  middle  of  November;  if  possible  he  will  wait  for  [J.  E.] 
Smith’s  return  as  he  wants  to  examine  the  specimens  of  Geranium  in  the 
Herbarium  of  Linnaeus;  the  first  figure  of  a  Geranium  he  has  been  able 
to  trace  is  in  Brunfelsius,  1532,  and  the  first  mentioned  from  the  Cape 
is  G.  triste  in  Cornuti,  1635.  D.T.C.  5.  263 

16.  Soho  Square  1791  Oct.  19  Is  sorry  to  find  from  Brugmans’s  account  that  Clifford’s 

Herbarium  does  not  contain  references  to  the  Hortus  Cliffortianus ,  but  it 
contains  synonyms  and  is  of  great  value;  considers  Brugmans  to  be  the 
best  agent  to  act  at  the  sale;  if  B.  sent  a  bidder  over,  it  would  probably 
raise  the  price;  Afzelius  has  not  returned  as  yet;  remembers  that  Lord 


12.  Revesby 
Abbey 


13.  [Revesby 
Abbey 
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Bute  gave  only  1000  florins  (£90)  for  the  Gronovius  Herbarium  at  a  time 
when  money  was  more  plentiful  in  Holland  than  now,  and  he  thinks  that 
Clifford’s  is  not  likely  to  fetch  as  much.  D.T.C.  7.  275-276 

17.  [Revesby  1 79 1  ]  Oct-  22  *  He  had  no  reason  to  doubt  Brugmans,  but  knows 


Abbey 

nothing  of  his  literary  [i.e.  scientific]  character;  if  the  Herbarium  is  actually 
that  which  Linnaeus  used,  he  would  think  £100  a  cheap  price  for  it; 
the  writing  on  one  of  the  tickets  was  very  like  that  of  Linnaeus,  only  it 
was  more  carefully  written  than  anything  of  L.  he  has  seen;  if  Brugmans 
is  employed,  and  if  the  Hortus  Cliff,  genera  are  in  their  places  with  the 
synonyms,  intends  to  offer  500  Gulden,  which,  with  packing,  etc.,  will  come 
to  £50,  otherwise  200  g. ;  if  a  botanist  goes  to  inspect  the  collection  and 
decide  the  points,  would  not  grudge  £40  or  £50.  Dryander  Corr.  14 

18.  Soho  Square 

1791  Oct.  24  It  would  certainly  be  advisable  for  a  botanist  to  examine 

Clifford’s  Herbarium,  but  knows  no  one  whose  judgement  could  be  relied 
on  except  Afzelius  and  Smith;  the  former  has  not  yet  returned  and  the 
latter  out  of  town,  and  he  is  unable  to  go  himself ;  from  Brugmans’s  account 
it  seems  likely  that  the  Herbarium  is  what  it  is  represented  to  be;  the 
painters  begin  work  on  the  Library  to-morrow  and  he  hopes  that  most  of 
the  books  will  be  back  in  their  places  when  B.  returns.  D.T.C.  7.  279-280 

19.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1791  Oct.  26  *  Does  not  wish  D.  to  go  to  the  auction,  “I  am  infinitely 

better  satisfied  with  your  assistance  here  than  I  could  be  in  any  other 
quarter  of  the  globe”  ;  encloses  a  letter  to  Brugmans  and  asks  him  to  make 
any  alterations  he  thinks  necessary,  especially  in  the  price,  if  it  is  put  too 
low;  when  satisfied  with  the  letter,  instructs  him  to  send  it  to  Newland 
to  be  translated  and  sent  off ;  encloses  a  letter  from  Martin  which  mentions 
a  parcel  which  should  have  come  from  East  India  House;  if  it  has  not 
arrived,  B.’s  letter  to  Martin  is  to  be  sent  off.  Dryander  Corr.  16 

20.  Soho  Square 

1793  Oct.  28  Hermann’s  Herbarium  has  arrived;  it  is  in  good  preserva¬ 

tion  ;  Linnaeus  has  written  the  numbers  of  the  Flora  Zeylanica  under  every 
plant  and  often  the  generic  name  and  synonyms ;  has  not  yet  compared  the 
specimens  with  those  in  B.’s  Herbarium,  but  many  discoveries  will  be 
made;  quotes  errors  by  Linnaeus  in  the  names.  [This  letter  is  a  modern 
copy,  not  part  of  D.T.C.  but  inserted  therein.]  D.T.C.  8.  103A 

21.  Soho  Square 

1795  Sept.  14  Sends  specimens  of  Bulmer’s  types  for  printing  the 

Library  Catalogue ;  discusses  the  suggestions  of  Nicol  for  the  arrangement 
of  the  entries,  and  typographical  details;  asks  for  B.’s  decision  on  the 
various  specimens  submitted;  is  working  on  all  the  volumes  of  Trans¬ 
actions,  Journals,  etc.,  which  are  not  entered  separately  and  hopes  to  be 
ready  to  go  to  press  in  a  fortnight;  the  surveyor  and  his  foreman  have  been 
to  examine  the  leakage  of  sewage  and  the  repairs  which  will  be  necessary. 

D.T.C.  9.  292-293 

22.  [Spring 

Grove 

1796  July  27]  *  Saw  Lord  Grenville  yesterday  who  gave  him  hopes  that 

he  would  be  allowed  to  return  Labillardiere’s  collections,  and  has  made  an 
appointment  in  his  office  next  Wednesday  [Aug.  3] ;  it  will  therefore  be 
necessary  to  put  off  the  party  with  Afzelius.  Dryander  Corr.  18 

25.  [Revesby 
Abbey 

1804]  Sept.  18*  The  Chinese  drawings  were  sent  for  inspection  and  they 

have  probably  now  been  called  for;  enquiries  about  a  lost  parcel;  all  his 
time  is  occupied  by  Fen  Inclosures.  Dryander  Corr.  17 

278 

Dryander,  Jonas,  continued 

24.  Soho  Square  1805  Nov.  1  Found  a  letter  from  Brown,  copy  of  which  he  encloses;  the 

original  he  sent  to  Marsden,  whose  reply  is  also  enclosed. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  149 

25.  Soho  Square  1805  Nov.  7  Brown  and  Bauer  arrived,  and  Brown  says  that  as  Capt. 

Kent  gave  no  explicit  orders,  he  has  sent  the  collections  by  wagon  in 
charge  of  his  servant  and  they  will  reach  London  on  Monday  [Nov.  n] ; 
Brown  and  Bauer  went  to  the  Admiralty,  but  could  not  see  Marsden, 
although  they  waited  two  or  three  hours;  Brown  thereupon  wrote  to 
Marsden  but  has  not  had  a  reply  as  “the  good  news  yesterday  would  too 
much  occupy  them  at  the  Admiralty”  [the  dispatches  announcing  the 
victory  of  Trafalgar],  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  150 

26.  Revesby  1808  Sept.  29  *  Is  very  pleased  to  hear  that  he  has  determined  to  proceed 

Abbey  upon  a  new  edition  of  the  Hortus  Kewensis ;  there  is  no  one  so  capable  of 

doing  it  as  he;  has  studied  the  copies  sent  down  to  him  and  agrees  that 
to  make  the  book  more  useful  it  will  be  proper  to  add  as  many  quotations 
as  possible  not  found  in  Wildenow;  agrees  also  to  his  plan  for  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  text  and  plates ;  news  of  the  frost  at  Revesby. 

Dryander  Corr.  15 


DUANE,  Matthew,  F.R.S.  (1707-1785).  Lawyer  and  Antiquary 

1 .  [London]  [1783]  Dec.  3 1  He  regrets  that  owing  to  illness  he  will  be  unable  to  attend 

[the  meeting  of  R.S.,  to  which  he  was  specially  invited  by  B.]. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  8 


DUCAREL,  Andrew  Coltee,  F.R.S.  (1713-1785).  Antiquary 

1.  Doctors  1770  Sept.  17  He  has  completed  the  index  to  the  book  lent  by  B.  and 
Commons  has  made  copies  of  the  index  for  his  own  and  the  Archbishop’s  copies. 

[The  name  of  the  book  is  not  stated.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35057.  28 


2.  Doctors  1784  Dec.  7  Asks  permission  to  use  two  plates  from  Phil.  Trans,  of  the 
Commons  monument  to  Tradescant  to  illustrate  his  forthcoming  History  of  Lambeth. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  271 


DUFF,  Daniel 

1.  Battersea  1789  June  24  Sends  descriptions  of  three  machines  (purpose  not  stated) 

for  B.’s  opinion.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  249 

2.  [Soho  Square  1789  July  2]*  Has  examined  the  descriptions,  but  does  not  consider  the 

machines  will  answer  their  purpose  better  than  those  already  existing; 
suggests  examination  by  a  person  better  acquainted  than  he  is  with 
mechanical  principles.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  249^-250 


DUFF,  James,  afterwards  4th  Earl  of  Fife  (1776-1857) 

1.  Paris  1806  July  15  Has  heard  from  Lord  Fife  that  B.  would  have  written  to 

the  Institut  to  petition  for  his  release,  but  considered  the  time  then 
unfavourable;  as  several  Englishmen  have  procured  their  release,  considers 
the  time  is  now  appropriate  to  renew  the  application. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  239 
D.T.C.  16.  280 
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DUFRESNE,  Louis  (1752-1832).  Assistant  in  Museum  National  d’Histoire  Naturelle 

1.  Paris  1803  Jan.  12  Asks  for  information  about  [Capt.  Nicolas]  Baudin’s 

expedition,  as  it  has  been  rumoured  that  B.  knew  of  the  death  of  some  of 
the  naturalists  attached  to  it,  and  no  direct  news  has  reached  Paris;  has 
been  trying  to  obtain  a  specimen  of  “Curculio  fatuosus”,  but  in  vain;  asks 
if  B.  will  allow  him  to  have  the  specimen  in  his  collection  that  lacks  the 
head;  is  sending  a  box  of  insects  that  are  lacking  in  B.’s  collection. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  238 

COURSET,  Georges  Louis  Marie,  Baron  de  (1746-1824).  Botanist 
1789  Apl.  25  Introduced  by  Broussonet,  he  describes  his  own  scientific 
work  in  botany,  agriculture,  the  cultivation  of  exotic  plants  and  meteor¬ 
ology;  sends  copies  for  this  work  [Memoire  sur  l’ Agriculture  Boulotmoise, 
etc.,  1784]  for  B.  and  R.S.;  mentions  that  he  helped  Broussonet  to  send 
the  sheep  to  England.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  160-161 

1789  July  22  Regrets  he  did  not  meet  B.  when  he  was  in  England; 
speaks  with  enthusiasm  of  the  gardens  of  Kew  and  Chelsea  and  of  their 
respective  curators,  Aiton  and  Fairbairn;  asks  for  seeds  of  surplus  plants 
and  offers  his  services  in  return.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  162-163 

1790  Dec.  20  Sends  seeds  of  plants  not  listed  in  Hortus  Kewensis  to  B. 

for  Aiton ;  asks  for  rejects  from  Kew  and  offers  any  rare  plants  he  may  have 
that  are  lacking  at  Kew;  gives  his  views  on  the  Revolution  [French.] 
[Note  by  B.  that  he  put  him  in  touch  with  “a  young  gentleman  in  Derby¬ 
shire”  for  exchange  of  plants  as  Aiton  ‘‘is  too  much  engaged  with  the  vast 
variety  of  exotics  he  is  daily  receiving  to  pay  proper  attention  to  your 
requests”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  400-401 

1791  July  2  Has  had  no  news  of  ‘‘the  young  gentleman  of  Yorkshire” 
(sic)  to  whom  B.  sent  seeds  forwarded  by  the  writer  to  Aiton,  but  hopes  to 
hear  from  him;  is  grateful  for  B.’s  offer  to  forward  their  correspondence; 
refers  to  the  attempted  flight  of  Louis  XVI.  [French.] 

,  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  26 

DUNBAR,  William  (1749-1810).  Planter  and  Scientist 

1.  Natcher  1803  Jan.  17  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  for  the  printed  copy  of  the 
paper  read  before  R.S. ;  has  written  to  a  friend  on  the  spot  for  information 
about  the  meteor  that  fell  about  100  miles  away;  has  opportunities  for 
carrying  out  any  researches  the  R.S.  would  desire  to  have;  sign-language  of 
the  Indians;  fossil  mammoth  [Mastodon]  bones  occur  west  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  343 

DUNCAN,  Alexander  (d.  1796).  Surgeon,  H.E.I.C.S. 

1.  Canton  1788  Feb.  1  As  desired  by  his  brother  John  Duncan  [q.v.]  before  his 

departure  from  China,  sends  two  Yu-lan  plants,  a  Chinese  Lantern  and  an 
Air  plant ;  is  also  charged  to  obtain  information  on  the  Water-lily  and  the 
Chinese  method  of  dressing  hemp,  to  which  he  will  give  careful  attention. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  177 

2.  Canton  1788  Dec.  6  Hopes  to  be  appointed  to  succeed  his  brother;  sends  two 

more  Yu-lan  and  other  plants  in  case  those  sent  before  did  not  survive; 
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Duncan,  Alexander,  continued 


3.  Canton 


4.  Canton 


5.  Canton 


6.  Canton 


7.  Canton 


8.  Canton 


9.  Canton 


10.  Canton 


11.  Canton 


12.  Canton 


sends  nuts  from  a  Chinese  water-plant;  will  send  further  supply  next 
season  also  seeds  of  red  and  white  water-lily;  sends  a  box  of  Suchong  tea. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  211-212. 

1788  Dec.  13  Sends  a  gum  from  Botany  Bay  said  to  be  useful  for  bowel 

complaints,  also  some  water-lily  seeds;  Capt.  Gilbert  of  the  Botany  Bay 
ship  informs  him  that  he  has  on  board  a  stuffed  “Kon-goroo”  which 
when  alive  weighed  70  lb.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  213 

1789  Dec.  12  Is  honoured  by  B.’s  wishing  to  correspond  with  him  as 

formerly  with  his  brother,  and  is  grateful  for  B.’s  efforts  to  have  his 
appointment  as  surgeon  to  the  Factory  confirmed;  sends  a  further  supply 
of  nuts,  planted  in  earth,  and  other  plants  and  drawings;  will  attend  to  B.’s 
list  of  desiderata  and  endeavour  to  supply  them;  sends  various  kinds  of 
tea.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  276-279 

1790  Jan.  23  Sends  10  species,  numbered  according  to  B.’s  “Plant 

Book”  [list  of  desiderata];  will  soon  forward  a  further  consignment  by 
Capt.  Cumming  ( q.v .)  of  the  Britannia  who  has  for  B.  some  living  trees 
from  Batavia.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  14 

1790  Feb.  8  Sends  by  Capt.  Cumming  12  further  species  from  the  “Plant 
Book”  also  a  number  of  living  plants,  including  peaches,  “pig-basket  tree”, 
etc. ;  there  are  some  strong-scented  plants  in  the  garden  of  Puankhequa 
(q.v.) ;  has  been  unable  to  obtain  the  tree  that  produces  lacquer. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  15-16 

1791  Jan.  23  Thanks  B.  for  his  influence  in  obtaining  confirmation  of 

his  appointment  as  Surgeon  to  the  Factory;  living  plants  are  often  spoiled 
by  neglect  during  voyages;  has  sent  a  box  by  a  reliable  captain;  details  of 
this.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  69-70 

1791  Mar.  8  Is  sending  by  Ceres  a  box  of  living  plants;  details  of  them; 
is  also  sending  by  a  passenger  in  Abergavenny  a  packet  of  seeds  and  a  cask 
of  nuts  by  Hillsborough.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  84-85 

1791  Mar.  12  Having  received  another  plant  since  writing,  is  sending  it 
under  care  of  Capt.  Wordsworth  of  Abergavenny  who  has  promised  to  give 
it  personal  care  on  the  voyage.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  86 

1791  Nov.  26  As  he  did  not  copy  the  drawings  in  the  book  sent  by  B. 
requests  that  he  may  have  it  again ;  Capt.  Cumming  (q.v.)  being  in  Canton, 
he  will  send  specimens  by  him,  but  the  chicanery  of  the  Chinese  in  pro¬ 
viding  plants  constantly  thwarts  him;  has  sent  by  Capt.  Parker  of  Albion 
specimens  of  the  stone  used  for  polishing  gems ;  hopes  to  send  Lacquer 
trees  by  Cumming.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  113-114 

1791  Dec.  29  Dishonesty  of  Chinese  gardeners;  the  articles  intended  for 
Albion  have  been  sent  by  Britannia ,  Capt.  Cumming;  hopes  the  Lacquer 
trees  will  arrive  alive;  has  sent  by  Capt.  Urmston  two  boxes  of  plants 
which  he  hopes  will  survive ;  has  seen  Puankhequa  again  who  says  that  the 
Mou-tan,  owing  to  its  delicacy,  would  never  reach  England  alive ;  sends 
for  Lady  Banks  a  box  of  Suchong  tea.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  121-122 

1796  Jan.  8  Encloses  letter  from  de  Guignes  who  is  leaving  for  Mauritius 
as  he  finds  no  prospects  in  Canton;  economic  effects  of  the  European  war  in 
China;  congratulates  B.  on  his  new  honour  [K.B.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  47 
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Duncan,  Alexander  continued 


13.  Canton 

1796  June  15  Has  found  it  impossible  to  send  any  living  plants;  is 

pleased  to  hear  from  B.  that  a  gardener  is  likely  to  be  sent  to  China,  and 
if  so,  will  give  him  every  assistance ;  Slater’s  gardener  used  plain  earthen¬ 
ware  pots  instead  of  glazed  ones  to  convey  living  plants ;  sends  a  canister 
of  Suchong  tea  for  Lady  Banks ;  the  effect  of  a  bankruptcy,  and  its  issue 
in  consequence  of  an  imperial  decree;  the  late  Embassy  and  its  failure; 
vessels  have  arrived  from  the  Amboina  Islands  with  spices. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  68-70 

DUNCAN,  John  (fl.  1773-1789).  Surgeon,  H.E.I.C.S. 

1.  Rio  de  1782  May  31  Sends  by  Griffin  a  box  of  plants  and  zoological  specimens 


Janeiro 

from  Rio  and  district ;  he  has  requested  Gerard  De  Nisme  of  Lisbon  to 
send  to  B.  half  the  seeds  collected  for  him  by  Francisco  Xavier  Cardosa 
Caldeira;  is  leaving  immediately  for  China.  [Signed  also  by  Henry  Pigou.l 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  148 

2.  Canton 

1784  Jan.  18  Bradshaw,  British  Resident  in  Canton,  is  returning  to 

England  and  wishes  to  call  upon  B.  and  offer  part  of  his  collection  of 
paintings  of  Chinese  birds,  plants,  etc. ;  is  sending  boxes  of  specimens  by 
the  captains  of  various  ships;  has  a  correspondent  in  Sumatra  who  can 
obtain  any  plants  that  B.  desires;  has  also  a  good  understanding  with  the 
Jesuit  missionaries  in  China;  asks  for  B.’s  support  in  his  application  to  the 
Directors  of  E.I.  Co.  as  to  his  emoluments  as  Surgeon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  258 

3.  Canton 

1784  Jan.  19  Introduces  Bradshaw,  who  will  deliver  his  specimens  and 

explain  his  application  to  the  E.I.  Co.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  259 

4.  Canton 

1786  Dec.  1  Thanks  B.  for  his  friendly  intervention  with  the  Directors 

of  the  E.I.  Co.  and  consequent  improvement  in  his  salary;  acknowledges 
B.’s  list  of  desiderata  which  he  will  endeavour  to  supply. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  84-85 

5.  Canton 

1786  Dec.  4  Since  writing  last,  has  received  a  parcel  of  seeds  which  he  is 

sending  with  two  books  of  drawings. ,  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  88 

6.  Canton 

1786  Dec.  7  Is  sending  living  plants  of  the  red  and  white  Water-lily; 

the  drawings  mentioned  in  his  last  letter  prove  to  be  too  inaccurate  to  be 
worth  sending.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  89 

7.  Canton 

1786  Dec.  20  Is  sending  by  Capt.  Curtis  five  plants  each  of  the  red  and 

white  Water-lily.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  90 

8.  Canton 

1787  Feb.  2  Introduces  David  Simpson  ( q.v .)  who  is  returning  to  Eng¬ 

land  after  a  long  residence  in  India ;  sends  by  him  further  Water-lily  plants. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  101 

9.  Canton 

1787  Mar.  20  Has  been  disappointed  in  his  efforts  to  procure  the  tools 

used  by  the  Chinese  for  dressing  hemp  and  information  as  to  their  methods ; 
is  sending  living  plants  by  various  ships.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  112 

10.  Canton 

1787  Mar.  22  Has  heard  of  a  specimen  of  the  true  Mou-tan  plant,  and 

hopes  to  send  it  when  the  flowers  have  fallen. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  113 

11.  Canton 

1787  Apl.  4  Has  procured  the  Mou-tan  plant  and  is  sending  it  by  Capt. 

Eastbrook  of  the  London.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  115 
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Duncan,  John,  continued 

1787  Dec.  20  Finds  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  information  as  to 

Chinese  methods  of  cultivating  hemp;  is  sending  by  Mr.  Kincaid  a 
Yu-lan  plant,  also  lacquered  fans  for  Lady  and  Miss  Banks;  “Chinese 
White”  of  two  kinds  from  Nankeen.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  165 

1788  July  3  Regrets  to  hear  that  the  Yu-lan  plant  sent  by  Kincaid  has 

failed,  but  expects  to  revive  two  others  from  China;  as  suggested  by  B., 
he  has  written  to  the  Directors  of  E.I.  Co.;  hopes  to  visit  B.  at  Spring 
Grove.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  196 

1789  Mar.  7  Consults  B.  on  his  brother’s  appointment  by  E.I.  Co. 

[Alexander  Duncan,  q.vi\.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  235 

1789  Aug.  1  Informs  B.  of  his  marriage.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  254 

1805  June  3  Asks  leave  to  submit  to  the  Board  of  Longitude,  and  he  has 

Dr.  Maskelyne’s  approval  for  so  doing,  a  scheme  for  the  establishment  of 
an  office  and  officer  for  the  probation  of  time-keepers  and  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  makers  of  them ;  details  of  the  scheme  are  enclosed. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  65 

DUNDAS,  David 

1.  Kew  1793  Feb.  1  Informs  B.  of  the  death  of  William  Aiton;  Mrs  Aiton  and 

her  son  are  too  overcome  to  write  but  wish  to  assure  B.  that  they  are  grate¬ 
ful  for  his  friendly  interest ;  they  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  H.M.  will  act 
rightly  and  humanely,  but  it  is  important  that  they  should  not  be  anticipated 
by  applications  from  other  quarters ;  Aiton  Junior  has  not  fortitude  enough 
to  wait  upon  the  King  himself;  asks  B.  to  make  application  to  H.M.  on 
his  behalf,  and  if  he  is  unable  himself  to  see  the  King  to-morrow,  asks  that 
he  will  write  an  application  that  he  (D.)  can  deliver  to  him,  being  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  worth  of  the  late  Aiton  and  the  merits  of  his  family. 

D.T.C.  8.  1 74-1 75 

2.  Richmond  1793  Dec.  30  Describes  a  young  Kangaroo  born  in  the  gardens  at 

Richmond  and  the  behaviour  of  it  and  its  mother;  the  King  has  not  seen 
it,  and  probably  does  not  know  of  its  existence. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  226 


12.  Canton 


13.  [London] 


14.  Berners 
Street 

15.  Montrose 

DUNCAN,  J 
1.  London 


DUNDAS,  Sir  David,  Bart.  (1749-1826).  Surgeon 
1.  Soho  Square  1812  Apl.  25  *  Expresses  his  gratification  and  thanks  for  being  elected 
an  Hon.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

R.C.S.:  Stone  Coll.  57 

DUNDAS,  Henry,  1st  Viscount  Melville  (1742-1811).  Statesman 
1.  Soho  Square  1787  June  15  *  The  botanical  dispatches  of  Lord  Cornwallis  [Governor- 
General  of  India]  having  been  submitted  for  his  opinion,  sends  a  long 
commentary  thereon,  quoting  authorities;  trees  and  plants  beneficial  for 
economic  purposes  that  might  be  introduced  into  India  and  other  settle¬ 
ments  under  the  control  of  E.I.  Co.;  with  a  schedule  of  plants  to  be 
cultivated  in  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Calcutta,  and  the  places  from  which 
they  can  be  obtained.  [In  D.T.C.  5. 184-191,  this  letter  is  wrongly  described 
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Dun  das,  Henry,  continued 


2.  Whitehall 


3.  Soho  Square 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  Soho  Square 


as  written  to  Sir  George  Yonge  ( q.v .  No.  6);  in  the  Windsor  copy,  which 
is  addressed  to  Henry  Dundas,  pp.  1-4  of  the  letter  are  numbered  6262, 
and  pp.  5-6  as  6263,  together  with  the  Schedule,  pp.  6-9.] 

Windsor ,  R.A.  6262  +  6263 
1794  Mar.  14  Has  laid  before  the  King  B.’s  letter  of  the  4th,  enclosing 
the  resolutions  of  the  Grand  Jury  relative  to  the  defence  forces  of  Lincoln¬ 
shire;  H.M.  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  this  proof  of  loyalty  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county  in  making  every  exertion  for  the  preservation  of 
peace  and  to  resist  any  hostile  attempts.  Lindsey,  n.  1.  12A 

1794  Apl.  5  *  Confirms  his  verbal  statement  that  the  King  five  years  ago 
intimated  that  in  recognition  of  his  services,  he  intended  to  bestow  upon 
him  the  Red  Ribbon  [Order  of  the  Bath] ;  has  always  greatly  valued  this 
spontaneous  offer  as  the  highest  honour;  as  the  manner  in  which  it  is  now 
offered  may  be  construed  as  a  political  measure,  and  as  he  has  always  held 
aloof  from  politics,  he  regretfully  feels  obliged  to  decline  it.  [Dundas’s 
letter  of  the  same  date,  making  the  offer  was  in  P.  J.  &  A.  E.  Dobell’s 
Catalogue  44  (1938),  55,  but  has  not  been  traced.  B.  was  invested  K.B. 
in  1795.]  de  Beer  Coll.  1 

[1794]  June  19  *  Thinks  it  possible  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  King’s 
visit  to  the  Fleet  opportunity  may  occur  to  bestow  the  “Ribband”  [K.B.], 
offers  to  forgo  his  claim  provided  he  is  given  second  place  at  the  next 
Knighthood.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  1. 

1805  Mar.  3  *  As  requested,  he  has  drawn  up  a  memorandum,  with  the 
help  of  Gilpin  [Clerk  to  R.S.],  on  the  trial  of  Time  Keepers  [Chrono¬ 
meters]  and  submits  it  for  alteration  or  correction;  also  sends  draft  of  a 
letter  by  which  the  memorandum  may  be  transmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Longitude ;  wishes  to  discuss  with  him  the  proposed  legislation  for  granting 
money  to  the  Board,  and  to  make  some  suggestions  as  to  altering  its 
constitution  in  order  to  make  it  more  effective.  Hill  Coll.  3.  n 


DUNDAS,  Philip  (d.  1807).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Somerset  [1790]  June  19  Has  brought  by  Melville  Castle  from  Bengal  a  roll  of 
Place  drawings  addressed  to  B.,  entrusted  to  him  by  Mr.  Davis;  it  has  been 

deposited  in  Maclean’s  office  in  India  House  for  examination;  he  regrets 
that  he  was  unable  to  deliver  them  to  B.  himself  owing  to  the  strictness 
of  the  Revenue  officers.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  287 


DUNDAS,  Sir  Thomas,  Bt.,  F.R.S.  (created  Baron,  1794)  (d.  1820).  Agriculturist 


2. 


Upleatham, 
N.  Allerton 


Upleatham, 
N.  Allerton 


1778  Nov.  27  Is  pleased  to  hear  B.  is  a  candidate  for  the  presidency  of 
R.S. ;  has  enquired  of  all  his  friends  if  they  are  F.R.S.,  to  support  B.,  but 
the  only  one  he  has  met  is  Lord  Aylesford ;  has  no  doubt  the  election  will 
be  unanimous,  will  not  be  in  London  till  after  Christmas.  Sabin  Coll.  <2) 
1791  Oct.  10  As  requested,  has  ordered  his  steward  in  Scotland  to  send 
five  Shetland  ewes  to  London  to  be  sent  to  Spring  Grove;  B.  and  he  can 
make  experiments  without  reference  to  the  Wool  Society  or  Sir  John 
[Sinclair] ;  hears  that  B.  is  to  open  a  ball  in  Lincolnshire  and  sends  a  pair 
of  white  gloves  of  Shetland  wool ;  has  brought  from  Scotland  much  wool 
of  various  kinds  to  be  spun  and  manufactured ;  sends  specimens. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  m 
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Dundas,  Sir  Thomas,  continued 

3.  Aske,  1814  Dec.  21  Was  greatly  surprised  to  receive  a  letter  from  Sir  John 

Richmond,  Sinclair  soliciting  a  subscription  on  his  own  behalf ;  from  the  tenor  of  the 

Yorks.  letter  he  imagines  B.  is  acquainted  with  the  particulars  and  asks  what  he 

means  to  do.  D.T.C.  19.112 


4.  Soho  Square  1814  Dec.  23  *  In  October  last  he  received  a  similar  communication 
from  Sir  John  Sinclair;  in  reply  he  said  that  he  thought  it  “a  disparage¬ 
ment  for  a  Gentleman  of  Blood  &  Coat-armour  to  ask  money  for  himself 
on  any  terms  but  that  of  a  loan”  and  declined  to  take  any  part  in  it;  soon 
after  he  met  Lord  Egremont  and  learned  that  he  had  received  a  similar 
application  and  gave  a  decisive  refusal;  he  (B.)  afterwards  received  a 
printed  paper  [copy  in  D.T.C.  19.  101]  with  a  written  note  stating  that 
Lord  E.  had  expressed  his  intention  of  promoting  it;  he  thereupon  wrote 
to  his  lordship  asking  for  his  reasons  for  having  altered  his  mind ;  Lord  E. 
in  answer  sent  a  letter  from  Sinclair  stating  that  he  (B.)  had  promised  his 
support;  he  thereupon  wrote  to  Sir  John  for  an  explanation,  and  received 
an  unsatisfactory  reply  and  has  broken  off  acquaintance  with  him.  [ See 
Sinclair,  Sir  John,  Nos.  14-18,  and  Wyndham,  George  O’Brien.] 

D.T.C.  19.  113-114 


DUNSTAN VILLE,  Baron  de — • See  Bassett,  Francis 


DUPIN,  Pierre  Charles  Francois,  Baron  (1784-1873).  Mathematician  and  Engineer 

1.  Paris  1819  May  10  Sends  two  copies  of  his  book  [Mem.  sur  la  Marine  et  les 

Ponts  et  Chaussees,  Paris,  1818],  one  for  B.  and  one  for  R.S.,  in  which  he 
pays  tribute  to  the  liberality  of  the  Society  to  Frenchmen  during  the  war. 

Brabourne,  158-159 

Jacquelin.  Retired  Army  Officer 

1786  Mar.  2  Refers  to  the  work  he  is  carrying  on  for  the  Soc.  Royale 
Economique  de  Madrid  in  connection  with  suppressing  grasshoppers  that 
are  a  pest  in  Spain  and  other  parts  of  Europe ;  suggests  introducing  Indian 
Mynah-birds  which  have  been  so  successful  in  Mauritius  and  Reunion  in 
eliminating  grasshoppers ;  sends  B.  the  manuscript  of  his  work.  [Probably 
locusts  are  meant ;  it  was  to  eliminate  these  that  La  Bourdonnais  introduced 
Mynahs  into  Mauritius  in  the  middle  of  the  18th  century.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  298-299 

1786  Mar.  27  Writes  further  on  the  use  of  Indian  Mynahs  for  controlling 
insect  pests,  with  a  note  on  what  he  has  already  published  on  the  subject; 
explains  that  he  was  born  in  Pondicherry,  where  the  local  name  of  the 
Mynah  is  martin ,  by  which  it  is  also  called  in  Mauritius  and  Reunion,  and 
by  Englishmen  in  India;  B.  has  asked  whether  the  Mynah  resembled  the 
Oveluco  [possibly  the  Bee-eater  or  Avejaruca],  but  does  not  know  this  bird 
and  asks  for  description;  refers  B.  to  the  works  of  Buffon  and  Sonnerat. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  346-347 

DUPONT  DE  NEMOURS,  Pierre  Samuel  (1739-1817).  Traveller 

1.  Paris  1798  June  11  [Dated  23  Prairial,  an  6.]  Is  in  charge  of  an  expedition  to 

N.  America  and  several  scientists  are  to  accompany  him ;  the  Ministers  of 
External  Affairs  and  of  the  Navy  have  made  application  to  Britain  for 
passports,  but  it  is  not  certain  whether  they  will  travel  in  a  Danish  or  in 


DUPLESSIS, 
1.  Paris 


2.  Paris 


Dupont  de  Nemours,  Pierre  Samuel,  continued 

an  American  ship ;  blank  spaces  should  be  left  in  the  passports  for  these 
particulars,  and  asks  B.  to  arrange  this ;  sends  two  copies  of  his  Philosophic, 
one  each  for  B.  and  R.S.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  452 

2.  [Soho  Square  1798]  July  18  *  Has  read  his  book  with  pleasure,  and  his  admiration  for 
his  talents,  zeal  and  expressive  language  inclines  him  to  forgive  the  in¬ 
accuracies  of  his  observations  on  the  habits  of  animals,  which  he  thinks 
will  provoke  criticism ;  he  has  left  him  unacquainted  with  the  details  of  his 
project ;  if  scientific,  he  will  promote  it,  but  if  political,  he  will  take  no  part; 
H.M.  Ministers  often  consult  him  on  scientific  matters  but  he  never 
meddles  in  political  affairs;  he  enquired  at  the  Foreign  Office,  but  was 
informed  that  no  application  has  been  received  on  his  behalf. 

D.T.C.  11.  17-18 


DUPPA,  Richard  (1770-1831).  Artist  and  Author 

1.  [Poland  1804  Nov.  10]  Is  informed  that  two  objections  have  been  raised  against 

Street  his  election  to  R.S.,  one  of  which  is  that  he  is  a  trading  engraver;  to  this 

he  replies  that  although  he  received  instruction  in  engraving  20  years  ago, 
he  has  never  had  a  commission  to  engrave  a  plate  and  has  never  had  any 
payment ;  gives  an  account  of  his  life  and  of  his  many  diverse  activities  in 
chemistry,  anatomy,  Papal  history,  art-biography,  etc. ;  lays  these  facts 
before  B.  with  submission,  and  if  he  considers  his  name  should  be  with¬ 
drawn,  will  submit  without  comment.  [5ee  Symmons,  John,  Nos.  5-7.] 

D.T.C.  15.  172-174 


2.  Poland  1804  Dec.  11  Regrets  that  the  ballot  for  his  name  as  a  candidate  took 

Street  place  contrary  to  B.’s  approbation,  but  as  he  did  not  solicit  a  single  vote 

he  hopes  he  is  acquitted  of  disrespect ;  if  he  had  been  fortunate  enough  to 
be  spared  the  disgrace  [of  not  being  elected]  it  would  have  been  gratifying 
to  his  feelings;  states  that  R.S.  “in  its  origin  had  some  obligation  to  my 
ancestor,  the  Tutor  of  the  Prince  who  founded  it”.]  D.T.C.  15.  191 


DURAND,  Joseph 

1.  Dean  Street,  1795  Apl.  5  Fate  has  been  kind  to  B.,  but  very  unkind  to  the  writer,  who 
Soho  is  the  victim  of  illness  and  persecution;  asks  B.’s  help  to  get  a  post  with 

some  scholar;  has  invented  a  method  of  imparting  to  glass  bottles  the 
colours  of  metals  and  precious  stones;  this  has  excited  jealousy  of  those 
who  think  he  has  discovered  the  philosopher’s  stone ;  his  only  desire  is  to 
be  a  useful  member  of  society.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  267-268 

DURAND,  Chanoine  Philippe  (fl.  1795-1815).  French  Naturalist 

1.  Gibraltar  1796  Alar.  13  Gen.  Rainsford  is  conveying  to  B.  the  plants  and  seeds  that 
Broussonet  left  for  him ;  to  these  he  has  added  some  bulbs,  shells,  insects 
and  minerals;  had  intended  to  go  to  England  with  Broussonet,  but  the 
latter  has  now  returned  to  France;  has  letters  of  introduction  to  B.  and 
Dr.  Smith,  but  cannot  risk  a  voyage  to  England  unless  he  has  the  certainty 
of  finding  employment  there;  the  box  sent  contains  some  insects  for 
Gen.  Morse’s  wife  and  plants  for  Dr.  Smith.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  344-346 
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DURCKING,  Johann  Friedrich.  Attorney 

1.  [Soho  Square  1782  May — ]  #  On  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Hickman  of  Hamburg; 

sends  instructions  for  his  legal  services;  John  Reinhold  Forster  has  for 
some  years  owed  him  ^250,  as  shown  by  the  two  notes-of-hand  enclosed; 
before  he  left  England,  Forster  promised  that  the  sum  would  be  repaid 
when  his  other  creditors  received  their  demands ;  this  he  failed  to  do,  nor 
has  he  paid  any  interest  as  agreed;  instructs  D.  to  require  F.  forthwith  to 
pay  the  money  into  his  hands  and  empowers  him  to  give  a  discharge,  or 
if  he  fails  to  do  this,  to  require  him  to  sign  a  firm  and  legal  security  in 
which  his  son  is  to  join,  making  himself  equally  responsible  in  the  case  of 
his  father’s  death;  this  instrument  to  provide  for  the  repayment  at  a 
specified  time  with  interest  at  z\ •%;  if  F.  shall  decline  either  to  pay  the 
money  or  to  sign  the  security,  D.  is  instructed  to  commence  a  prosecution 
and  not  to  refrain  from  severity.  [See  Forster,  J.  R.,  No.  9.] 

D.T.C.  2.  129-131 

2.  Halle  1782  Sept.  14  Reports  on  the  steps  he  has  taken  in  regard  to  Forster’s 

debt;  a  list  of  F.’s  creditors  was  given  in  to  the  Duke  of  Brunswick; 
Forster  was  advised  by  the  magistrates  and  lawyers  of  his  University  that 
he  could  not  give  the  form  of  security  required  by  B.  [ German .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  176-177 

3.  Soho  Square  1783  Jan.  21  *  Has  been  obliged  to  defer  his  reply  until  he  had  seen 

[Arnold]  Mello  ( q.v .),  the  Agent  to  the  Duke  of  Brunswick;  the  Duke  has 
refused  to  pay  his  demand  on  Forster  because  he  did  not  include  B.’s  debt 
in  his  list;  in  this  Forster  has  deceived  him;  he  does  not  concur  in  the 
ruling  of  the  magistrates  and  would  like  to  know  if  they  would  publicly 
avow  what  they  are  alleged  to  have  authorized  Forster  to  say,  and  to  refuse 
his  demand  on  arbitrary  and  illegal  grounds;  he  therefore  instructs 
Diircking  to  proceed  at  law  in  accordance  with  his  original  orders. 

D.T.C.  3.  4-5 

4.  Halle  1784  Jan.  11  Encloses  a  long  series  of  reports,  affidavits  and  statements 

made  in  the  course  of  the  action  against  Forster,  dated  27  Sept.,  22  Nov. 
and  6  Dec.  1783  (fo.  252-254).  [German.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  255-256 


DURHAM,  James  (1754-1840).  Colonel,  Fifeshire  Fencibles 

1.  Soho  Square  [1801]  Feb.  20  *  He  has  been  consulted  in  the  arrangement  of  the  voyage 
of  discovery  now  fitting  out  for  the  coast  of  New  Holland;  as  P.R.S.  he  is 
frequently  consulted  in  matters  relating  to  science;  Ensign  Brown  has 
been  thought  a  fitting  person  to  undertake  the  duties  of  Naturalist  for 
which  he  considers  him  fully  qualified;  before  accepting  a  temporary 
appointment,  he  wishes  to  secure  himself  in  the  station  he  now  holds;  as 
the  service  is  a  public  one,  he  hopes  no  opposition  will  be  made  to  Ensign 
Brown  being  kept  on  the  roll  of  the  Regiment  for  his  Ensigncy  provided 
he  gives  up  the  Surgeoncy,  which  he  desires  to  do.  Brown  Corr.  3.  113 

D.T.C.  12.  181-182 


2.  Park  Street  1801  Feb.  20  When  Ensign  Brown  received  the  appointment  to  serve  in 
the  expedition,  he  (D.)  wrote  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  stating 
that  he  did  not  object  to  Brown’s  retaining  his  commission,  but  no  answer 
has  been  received.  [See  Cooke,  Edward;  Cornwallis,  Charles.] 

Brown  Corr.  3.  112 


287 


DURHAM,  — 

i.  Spring  1818  June  io  *  Requests  him  to  call  upon  Hammersley  &  Co.,  Bankers, 

Grove  to  enquire  how  the  error  in  the  accounts  has  originated,  and  if  satisfied, 

to  pay  back  the  ^55  overdrawn.  [This  relates  to  the  fund  for  the  memorial 
to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  35 


DUTENS,  Rev.  Louis,  F.R.S.  (1730-1812).  Diplomatist 

1.  Davies  1788  Apl.  5  He  has  seen  Dr.  Layard  [Foreign  Sec.,  R.S.],  who  awaits 

Street  instructions  from  B.  whether  he  should  write  to  the  foreign  members  last 

elected  or  wait  until  their  diplomas  are  ready.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978. 186 

2.  Mount  1800  Dec.  4  Requests  a  favour  for  Jones,  a  former  apprentice  of  Ramsden 

Street  the  instrument-maker,  who  described  him  as  the  most  ingenious  and 

assiduous  assistant  who  had  ever  worked  with  him ;  he  desires  to  deposit 
for  safe  keeping  with  the  Board  of  Longitude  an  instrument  he  has 
constructed,  described  as  a  Dividing  Instrument. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  24 


DYHR  ( nee  I  DM  AN),  Magdalena  Christina 

1.  Stockholm  1813  Mar.  22  Is  niece  and  sole  heiress  of  Dr.  Daniel  Solander  and  his 
sister,  Fru  Idman  ( q.v.)\  begs  for  financial  help,  and  if  possible  that  her 
mother’s  pension  may  revert  to  her  instead  of  to  Dr.  Swartz ;  her  husband 
has  fled  from  his  creditors  and  left  her  with  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
are  placed  with  friends  and  four  are  with  her  in  Stockholm,  whither  she 
has  fled  from  the  enemy.  Brabourne,  89-90 


DYMOKE,  John  (1764-1828) 

1.  Tedford  1811  Jan.  9  [To  John  Parkinson  ( q.v .,  No.  22).]  Has  heard  his  father 
censured  for  not  putting  in  his  claim  for  the  title  of  Champion;  the 
present  Dymoke  of  Scrivelsby  and  his  father  were  never  Champion; 
although  the  estate  was  left  by  will  away  from  the  heir,  the  title  cannot  be 
alienated,  the  estate  going  along  with  the  title ;  as  his  father  was  the  heir 
to  the  title  of  Champion,  and  he,  as  the  eldest  son,  intends  to  put  in  his 
claim  to  the  title;  requests  P.  to  write  to  B.  and  tell  him  his  intention  and 
ask  for  his  help  and  advice.  D.T.C.  18.  94 


EARDLEY,  Baron — See  Gideon,  Sampson 


EARNSHAW,  Thomas  (1749-1829).  Instrument  Maker 

1.  High  1797  Nov.  27  Encloses  a  petition  to  the  Board  of  Longitude  for  a 

Holborn  reward  for  his  Chronometer;  he  quotes  B.’s  observation  upon  Mudge’s 

Petition :  “  If  Mr.  Arnold  could  only  have  received  common  salvage  for  the 
ships  that  have  been  saved  from  shipwreck  by  the  use  of  this  instrument 
there  is  little  doubt  that  he  would  at  this  time  have  been  in  point  of 
pecuniary  circumstances  much  above  demanding  or  receiving  a  reward 
even  out  of  the  money  of  the  Nation”  [ see  Cameron,  238];  he  claims  that 
this  observation  applies  even  more  to  himself.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  6 

2.  [London  1803  — ]  [To  the  Board  of  Longitude.]  He  petitioned  the  Board  in  1791 

for  aid  in  the  better  discovery  of  longitude  by  time-keepers;  one  of  his 
instruments  has  been  satisfactorily  tested  by  the  Astronomer  Royal  and 
by  Capt.  Gray  on  two  voyages  to  E.  Indies;  petitions  that  as  Arnold’s 
claim  was  recognized  by  the  Board,  part  at  least  of  the  award  may  be  given 
to  him.  [See  Cameron,  239.]  D.T.C.  16.  238-241 
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EASON,  Alexander.  Physician 

1.  Manchester  1787  Feb.  1  Gives  a  long  description  of  a  quarry  near  Manchester 

which  contains  fossil  vegetable  remains;  discusses  the  various  species 
represented  by  the  fossils  he  has  found.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  99-100 

2.  [Manchester  1787  May  13]  Describes  another  visit  to  the  quarry,  which  is  10  miles 

from  Manchester,  in  the  parish  of  Little  Hilton. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  1 22-1 23 

3.  Manchester  1787  July  6  Sends  to  B.  specimens  of  fossil  nuts,  seeds  and  canes  found 

in  the  quarry  of  Little  Hilton.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  136 

(d.  1792).  Receiver-General,  Jamaica 

1784  July  19  Returns  thanks  for  seeds  of  the  “moving  plant”  which  he 
has  planted  and  cultivated  successfully,  and  now  sends  B.  seeds  of  the 
plants  he  raised  together  with  seeds  of  other  plants ;  describes  his  Botanic 
Garden  and  various  plants  cultivated  in  it;  he  would  be  pleased  to  have 
seeds  of  Indian  plants.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  168 

1786  Aug.  19  Thanks  B.  for  seeds  of  the  Alexandrian  Henna  which  he  is 
sending  to  be  planted  in  his  Botanic  Garden  in  Jamaica.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  238 

1789  Apl.  27  The  crate  of  flower-pots  sent  by  B.  has  arrived  safely,  for 
which  he  returns  thanks;  he  has  been  prevented  by  illness  from  attending 
to  his  garden  or  sending  specimens  to  B.  or  to  Kew;  regrets  to  hear  of  the 
King’s  illness;  he  is  sending  B.  a  Turtle.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  342 

1789  May  9  Has  sent  off  the  Turtle  by  the  Boyd ,  Capt.  Sinclair,  by 

whom  also  he  sends  ajar  of  pickled  Mangoes.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  345 

1790  Oct.  6  Deplores  the  loss  of  the  Bounty,  returns  thanks  for  seeds  of 
Rice ;  he  has  received  from  and  sent  many  plants  to  Kew.  Kew:  B.C.  2. 19 

EASTBROOKE,  John  (1748-1792  +  ).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  London  [1790  — ]  He  sends  B.  a  specimen  of  Lava  from  St.  Helena  and  a  sample 

of  native  Alkali  from  Bombay.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  38 

EAST  INDIA  COMPANY,  The  Honourable 

1.  East  India  1785  Apl.  13  [From  Thomas  Morton,  Secretary.]  The  Directors  con- 

House  sider  the  cultivation  of  Chinese  Hemp  in  England  would  be  advantageous 

to  commerce;  they  send  seeds  of  Hemp  and  Flax  and  request  B.  to  dis¬ 
tribute  them  to  the  persons  best  qualified  to  experiment  with  them  and  to 
report  the  result  to  the  Court  of  Directors.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  9 

2.  Soho  Square  1787  Feb.  22  *  [To  Thomas  Morton.]  Requests  him  to  lay  before  the 

Directors  this  report  on  the  utility  of  the  work  done  by  the  late  [J.  G.] 
Konig  ( q.v .) ;  although  his  emoluments  were  small,  he  worked  indefatig- 
ably  and  sent  much  valuable  information  on  useful  plants  and  other 
botanical  matters  to  his  colleagues  in  Europe,  much  of  which  has  been 
published  by  the  learned  societies;  valuable  results  came  from  his  journey 
to  the  Malacca  Straits  in  1780;  most  of  his  papers  perished  in  the  loss  of 
the  General  Barker ;  in  Bengal  he  made  valuable  additions  to  medicinal  and 
economic  botany ;  it  is  important  not  only  for  science  but  for  the  commerce 
of  the  E.I.  Co.  that  a  worthy  successor  should  be  found  among  the 
naturalists  trained  in  the  Universities  of  Northern  Europe. 

D.T.C.  5.  133-137 


EAST,  Hinton 
1.  Kingston, 
Jamaica 


2.  London 

3.  Kingston, 
Jamaica 


4.  Liguanea, 
Jamaica 

5.  Kingston 


19 — B.L. 
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7.  Soho  Square 


8.  Soho  Square 


9.  Soho  Square 


mpany,  continued 

1788  June  23  [From  Thomas  Morton.]  Returns  with  thanks  the  copy  of 
Traite  de  la  Culture  du  Nopal  lent  by  B.  for  the  information  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Warehouses.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  192 

1788  Aug.  21  [From  Robert  Wissett,  Sec.  Committee  of  Warehouses.] 
Sends  by  order  of  his  C’tee  an  insect  which  has  bored  through  a  bale  of 
muslin  from  Bengal;  asks  B.  for  information  as  to  its  identity,  and  means 
of  prevention.  [Note  by  Dryander,  “Agrees  with  Bupestris  canaliculata  in 
everything  except  color.”]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  317 

1788  Nov.  12  [From  Thomas  Morton.]  By  order  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
he  sends  two  collections  of  papers,  (1)  relating  to  the  Botanic  Garden  at 
Calcutta,  (2)  proposals  by  Patrick  Russell  ( q.v .)  for  the  improvement  of 
Natural  History;  the  Court  request  B.’s  advice  thereon.  D.T.C.  6.  88 
1788  Nov.  25  *  [To  Thomas  Morton.]  Encloses  for  the  information  of 
the  Court  of  Directors  his  observations  on  the  two  collections  of  papers 
sent  to  him,  separately.  D.T.C.  7.  31 

1788  Nov.  25  *  [To  the  Court  of  Directors.]  Reports  on  the  Calcutta 
Botanic  Garden,  highly  commending  the  Governor  General  for  originat¬ 
ing,  the  Directors  for  promoting,  and  Col.  Kyd  for  executing,  the  plan  of 
the  Botanic  Garden;  his  chief  observation  is  on  the  immense  size  of  the 
inclosure  (50  acres)  which  will  require  much  labour  and  expense  in  clearing 
of  scrub  and  weeds  and  preparing  for  cultivation;  the  Royal  Botanic 
Garden  at  Kew  cultivates  more  than  50,000  trees  and  plants  in  only 
2  acres  [mc]  ;  he  presumes  it  is  the  intention  at  Calcutta  to  cultivate  useful 
plants  in  bulk  and  that  when  sufficient  numbers  are  raised,  they  will  be 
distributed  and  only  a  few  kept  as  specimens ;  he  considers  a  garden  of  the 
size  of  Kew  sufficient  for  experiments ;  as  the  Superintendent  has  pointed 
out  the  plants  suitable  for  cultivation  he  has  nothing  to  add,  but  will 
notify  others  from  time  to  time;  as  Fruit  trees  from  England  are  required, 
he  presumes  the  Directors  will  order  them  to  be  sent  out  in  the  Company’s 
ships,  in  charge  of  the  captains  best  able  to  take  care  of  them;  success 
largely  depends  on  proper  packing;  'those  successfully  carried  by  Capt. 
Canning  [Edward  Cumming,  q.v.~\  were  packed  by  Dixon  [James  Dickson] 
of  Covent  Garden,  and  he  presumes  he  will  again  be  employed. 

D.T.C.  7.  31-33 

1788  Nov.  25  *  Reports  on  Patrick  Russell’s  papers;  advises  that 
descriptions  with  engravings  should  be  published  of  plants  useful  in 
medicine  and  manufacture.  Such  publication  to  be  modelled  on  Curtis’s 
Flora  Londinensis ,  and  to  be  issued  in  parts  each  containing  20  plants ;  the 
medicinal  plants  to  be  selected  by  the  Medical  Boards  in  India,  and  the 
commercial  plants  to  include  only  those  of  which  no  adequate  description 
already  exists;  gives  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost  of  printing,  paper, 
engraving,  etc.,  which  would  be  largely  repaid  by  the  sales. 

D.T.C.  6.  91-93 

1788  Dec.  27  *  [To  William  Devaynes,  Chairman.]  A  full  and  detailed 
report  on  the  possibilities  of  cultivating  Tea  in  India;  describes  the  various 
kinds  of  tea,  the  localities  in  which  they  grow  and  the  conditions  of  soil, 
climate,  etc.  necessary  to  them;  recommends  that  20  acres  of  ground 
should  be  allotted  in  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden,  and  that  liberal  terms 
be  offered  to  the  natives  of  Honan  to  migrate  to  Calcutta  with  their  tools, 
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etc.,  to  cultivate  the  plants;  the  contact  with  the  Honan  planters  should 
not  be  made  by  the  Supercargoes  of  Canton,  but  by  qualified  officers  of 
the  Company  sent  specially  for  the  purpose.  [Extracts  from  this  important 
letter  are  printed  in  Cameron,  72-73.]  D.T.C.  6.  103-111 

1789  June  24  [From  Robert  Wissett.]  Reports  that  the  C’tee  of  Ware¬ 
houses  have  agreed  to  B.’s  request  for  samples  of  Cotton  and  Fleeces  from 
Bengal,  and  also  to  supply  the  drawings  he  requires.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  351 

1789  July  17  [From  Thomas  Morton.]  Informs  B.  that  the  articles  from 
India  addressed  to  him  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  [W.]  Maclean, 
[Inspector  of  Customs  ( q.v.)\  as  requested;  Mr.  [later  Sir  Wm]  Bensley 
has  been  enquiring  about  certain  letters  recently  sent  home. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  252 

1789  July  18  *  [To  Thomas  Morton.]  Acknowledges  his  letter  and  in¬ 
forms  him  that  the  letters  he  asked  Bensley  to  enquire  about  have  now 
been  received.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  253 

1789  Sept.  23  Remarks  on  the  proposition  of  the  President  of  R.S.  for 
the  introduction  of  the  Tea-plant  into  the  Company’s  provinces.  [S'pp 
Kyd,  Robert,  No.  19.]  D.T.C.  7.  68-69 

1789  Oct.  23  *  Abstract  of  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  cultivation 

of  Tea,  from  8  Apl.  to  23  Oct.  1789.  [The  letters  are  separately  summarized 
s.v.  Kyd,  Robert,  Nos.  17-20.]  D.T.C.  6.  153-154 

1790  Mar.  8  [From  Robert  Wissett.]  By  order  of  the  Directors  he  sends 

a  sample  of  the  Gum  from  a  tree  of  Bengal  called  Babul ;  they  request  that 
B.  will  give  his  opinion  as  to  whether  it  possesses  properties  which  would 
render  it  a  useful  import  into  Britain.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  38 

1790  Apl.  3  *  Reports  on  his  experiments  with  the  Gum  of  Babul,  and 
compares  its  properties  and  price  with  those  of  the  Gum-arabic  from 
Senegambia.  [ See  Marsden,  W.,  No.  3.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  7. 

1790  Oct.  4  [From  Thomas  Morton.]  By  order  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
he  sends  papers  relating  to  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Calcutta,  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  March  to  explore  Sylhet  and  to  Col.  Kyd’s  report  on  the  plants 
consigned  to  Bengal  in  the  Company’s  ships;  B.’s  opinion  thereon  is 
requested.  [Note  by  B.,  “I  will  send  my  opinion  to  the  Board  when  I 
return  to  London”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  54 

1790  Oct.  15  *  Acknowledges  the  foregoing  papers;  will  report  to  the 
Directors  when  he  returns  to  London  as  he  has  not  at  hand  the  books  and 
papers  he  will  require  to  consult.  7.0.  Misc.  Letters  Received.  85.  160 

1791  Jan.  8  *  [To  Thomas  Morton.]  Returns  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Island  of  St.  Helena  sent  by  order  of  the  Directors  of  7th  Dec.  1790;  is 
sending  for  the  Directors  his  observations  thereon. 

1.0.  Misc.  Letters  Received.  86.  21 

1791  Jan.  8  *  [To  Thomas  Morton.]  He  has  been  prevented  from 
replying  to  the  requests  of  the  Directors  made  to  him  [No.  17],  but  he  has 
the  matter  in  hand;  he  first  requires  the  drawings  sent  by  Col.  Kyd  in 
1789  and  the  sample  of  Tea  prepared  by  the  Chinese  in  Calcutta;  with 
regard  to  St.  Helena,  he  commends  the  efforts  of  [Henry]  Porteous  ( q.v .) 
the  gardener  there  to  combat  insect  pests  and  thinks  he  should  be  suitably 
rewarded;  gardeners  and  their  families  should  be  encouraged  to  settle 
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there  and  receive  allotments  of  land ;  proposals  for  inclosing  the  wastes  and 
commons  and  consequent  methods  of  cultivation  and  land-tenure  based 
on  the  system  adopted  in  the  Inclosure  Acts  for  the  Fens  of  Lincolnshire. 

1.0.  Misc.  Letters  Received.  2ia-c.  22 

21.  Soho  Square  1791  Jan.  17*  Has  carefully  considered  the  papers  relating  to  the  Botanic 

Garden  placed  in  his  hands  [No.  17];  he  has  no  reason  to  change  the 
opinions  he  has  already  expressed  [No.  7] ;  he  presumes  the  garden  is 
intended  for  utility  and  for  science,  and  not  as  a  place  of  retreat  for  officials; 
if  it  is  intended  to  consult  him  in  future  on  the  progress  of  the  Gardens,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  supply  lists  from  time  to  time  of  the  plants  cultivated; 
this  is  done  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at  St.  Vincent, 
and  is  very  desirable  for  Bengal  also ;  offers  to  name  and  describe  unknown 
plants  of  medicinal  or  other  utility  if  specimens  are  sent  to  him;  gives 
directions  for  the  preservation  and  packing  of  specimens;  observes  with 
satisfaction  that  the  Superintendent  agrees  with  the  views  he  has  already 
reported  as  to  the  cultivation  of  Tea,  and  his  proposals  for  procuring  the 
plants  and  the  proper  persons  to  cultivate  them  [No.  9] ;  no  reliance  can 
be  placed  upon  the  work  of  the  Abbe  Grosier,  extracts  from  which  have 
been  laid  before  the  Governor  of  Bengal ;  he  has  consulted  only  the  best 
authorities  in  his  previous  report;  in  spite  of  the  disaffection  of  the 
Supercargoes  at  Canton  towards  the  Calcutta  Garden,  they  have  lately 
sent  a  valuable  consignment  of  plants  to  that  at  St.  Helena. 

7.0.  Misc.  Letters  Received.  86.  5ya-c 
D.T.C.  7.  303-305  +  6.  115-116 

22.  Soho  Square  1791  Jan.  26  *  He  returns  the  Muster  of  Tea  manufactured  in  Bengal, 

together  with  the  drawing  that  accompanied  it;  the  latter  is  not  the  one 
he  required,  it  was  sent  to  him  in  1789,  but  he  wants  that  which  was  sent 
in  the  last  season ;  he  is  unable  to  give  proper  advice  unless  he  is  furnished 
with  all  the  materials ;  in  the  papers  relating  to  the  visit  of  March  to  Sylhet, 
reference  is  made  to  a  specimen  of  the  bark  supposed  to  be  that  of  the 
Culit  Lawan  sent  home  by  the  Swallow ;  he  desires  to  see  that  specimen, 
to  ascertain  if  it  is  correctly  determined,  before  reporting  on  the  utility  of 
March’s  mission.  1.0.  Misc.  Letters  Received ,  86.  Sya-b 
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1791  Feb.  15  [From  the  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman.]  As  an 
Assistant  Surgeon  is  wanted  at  St.  Helena  they  request  B.’s  acceptance  of 
the  appointment  on  behalf  of  his  friend  [Bell].  [This  letter  is  written  in  the 
third  person  and  unsigned:  the  Chairman  was  John  Smith  Burges  and  the 
Deputy  Francis  Baring.]  [See  Home,  Sir  E.,  Nos.  5,  6.] 

Dawson  MS.  45.  6 

23A.  [Soho  Square  1791  Feb.  16]  *  [To  the  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman.]  The  friend 

referred  to,  as  he  had  already  informed  the  Deputy  Chairman,  has  been 
appointed  to  Bencoolen  and  wished  to  be  transferred  to  Bengal ;  requests 
that  he  [Bell]  may  be  consulted  in  order  to  know  whether  his  removal  to 
St.  Helena  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  Dawson  MS.  45.  6  vo. 

24.  East  India  1791  Feb.  17  [From  the  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman.]  They  regret 
House  that  they  cannot  comply  with  Bell's  desire  to  be  transferred  to  Bengal  as 

there  is  no  vacancy  there;  they  therefore  desire  to  know  whether  he  will 
accept  the  appointment  to  St.  Helena  or  not.  Dawson  MS.  45.  8 
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1791  Feb.  17  *  Returns  thanks  on  behalf  of  his  friend  Bell  for  the  offer 
of  the  appointment  to  St.  Helena,  but  he  declines  the  offer  as  his  appoint¬ 
ment  to  Bencoolen  is  settled  and  he  sees  no  advantage  in  changing  it  for 
St.  Helena.  Dawson  MS.  45.  8  vo. 

1791  Feb.  26  [From  Robert  Wissett.]  He  sends  samples  of  Galls  and 
requests  B.’s  opinion  whether  they  are  likely  to  be  useful  to  manufacturers 
in  England.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  39 
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1791  Feb.  28  *  [To  Thomas  Morton.]  As  he  has  not  received  the  draw¬ 
ings  of  plants  asked  for  in  two  previous  letters,  he  presumes  they  cannot  be 
trusted  out  of  India  House ;  as  he  cannot  without  carefully  studying  them 
give  an  opinion  as  to  the  value  to  commerce  and  science  of  March’s 
journey  to  Sylhet,  he  returns  the  papers  sent  for  his  opinion. 

I.O.  Misc.  Letters  Received.  86.  200-200a 

1791  June  30  [From  Thomas  Morton.]  As  the  security  for  James  Rivett 
of  the  Bombay  Civil  Service  is  due  for  renewal,  asks  B.  to  supply  the  names 
of  the  persons  who  will  be  sureties  for  him  in  the  sum  of  £3,000.  [Note 
by  B.,  “Saw  Mr.  Stockdale  and  told  him  that  Mr.  Stables  could  inform 
him  where  Mrs.  Rivett  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  now  reside,  but  if  there  was 
occasion,  I  would  undertake  Mr.  Rivett’s  security.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  102 

1791  Nov.  17  *  [To  Thomas  Morton.]  He  presumes  from  the  favourable 

reception  given  to  the  reports  on  Cochineal  which  he  has  furnished  from 
time  to  time  that  preparations  are  being  made  in  Bengal  and  Madras  for 
introducing  the  insect ;  he  relates  the  history  of  consultations  with  succes¬ 
sive  chairmen  from  1787  onwards,  and  as  the  Directors  approved  the  plan, 
he  had  slips  of  the  Nopal  (the  food-plant)  planted  out  in  pots  at  Kew  ready 
to  be  sent  to  India;  he  sent  a  further  report  in  1790,  but  has  had  no  further 
news;  he  is  ready  to  give  his  assistance  if  the  project  is  revived.  [At  the 
foot  of  the  copy  B.  has  inserted  two  notes,  marked  “Not  sent  to  the 
Secretary”.  These  are  (1)  that  £2000  was  given  to  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  to  procure  the  insects,  and  (2)  a  sealed  packet  was  sent  with  orders 
that  if  the  ships  did  not  touch  at  Brazil,  it  was  not  to  be  opened.  In  spite 
of  this  the  President  of  Madras  opened  the  packet  in  1789  and  sent  copies 
of  its  contents  to  Dr.  [James]  Anderson  ( q.v .)  by  whom  they  were  printed 
and  widely  circulated;  if  the  Spaniards  take  special  measures  to  prevent 
the  insect  from  being  exported  from  their  American  dominions,  it  will  be 
due  to  Anderson’s  incredible  folly.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  55 

D.T.C.  7.  283-287 

1792  June  2  [From  Thomas  Morton.]  Encloses  a  letter  addressed  to  B. 
received  from  India  by  the  Phoenix  [from  William  Roxburgh]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  162 

1792  Sept.  5  [From  William  Ramsay,  Deputy  Secretary.]  Encloses  a 
letter  addressed  to  B.,  received  from  India  by  the  Essex. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  131 

1793  May  14  *  Recommends  for  an  appointment  in  the  Calcutta  Botanic 
Garden  Christopher  Smith,  a  gardener  with  much  experience,  who  served 
in  Bligh’s  expedition  to  carry  Bread-fruit  to  the  W.  Indies;  from  his 
knowledge,  ability  and  good  disposition  and  character,  he  considers  no 
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better  gardener  could  be  found;  his  delay  in  the  W.  Indies  is  due  to 
Capt.  Bligh’s  having  to  wait  for  convoy,  but  hopes  he  will  arrive  in  England 
before  this  season’s  Bengal  ships  have  sailed. 

I.O.  Misc.  Letters  Received.  89.  186 

1793  July  22  [From  Robert  Wissett.]  He  has  made  enquiries  as  to  the 

boxes  sent  by  Roxburgh  in  the  Contractor ;  those  directed  to  the  King  and 
Governor  Hornsby  have  been  delivered,  but  two  others  remain  which  will 
be  sent  immediately  to  B.  as  their  contents  will  perish  if  they  remain  in  the 
warehouse.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  21 1 

1794  July  4  *  [To  the  Court  of  Directors.]  Has  examined  the  drawings 
of  plants  by  native  artists  and  the  descriptions  by  Roxburgh,  and  testifies 
to  the  high  quality  of  both;  as  science  would  greatly  benefit  by  the 
publication  of  this  material,  he  proposes  in  detail  a  plan  for  their  issue  in 
two  fasciculi  a  year  of  25  plates  each,  with  estimates  of  cost  of  engraving  and 
printing  of  the  plates  and  letterpress;  if  the  Court  adopt  the  suggestion, 
he  is  ready  to  supervise  the  production  and  recommends  that  the  publica¬ 
tion  be  entrusted  to  George  Nicol,  Bookseller  to  the  King. 

D.T.C.  9.  52-56 

1794  July  25  [From  William  Ramsay.]  Encloses  letters  for  B.  received 
from  India.  [From  Helenus  Scott,  Jan.  8,  and  James  Wales,  Jan.  13.  ( qq.v .)] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  232 

1794  Sept.  1  [From  William  Ramsay.]  Encloses  letters  for  B.  received 
from  India.  [From  William  Roxburgh.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  239 

1795  Sept.  22  [From  William  Ramsay.]  Encloses  a  letter  for  B.  received 
from  India.  [From  William  Roxburgh.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  192 

1795  Oct.  22  *  [To  William  Ramsay.]  Requests  him  to  return  thanks  to 
the  Court  of  Directors  for  sending  a  collection  of  plants  sent  home  by 
Brooke,  Governor  of  St.  Helena ;  he  will  inform  the  King  of  the  handsome 
manner  in  which  the  Directors  have  promoted  the  science  of  Botany. 

I.O.  Misc.  Letters  Received.  93.  207 

1797  Feb.  20  [From  David  Scott,  Chairman  of  Directors.]  Encloses  letter 
from  Dr.  Corse  of  the  Bengal  Establishment  who  sends  the  heads  of  two 
Indian  Elephants,  which  he  offers  to  R.S.  I.O.  Home  Misc.  729.  311 

1797  Mar.  8  [From  David  Scott.]  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter,  and  will 
present  the  two  Elephants’  skulls  to  the  British  Museum,  as  he  suggests; 
the  Secretary  will  deliver  them  from  India  House  to  B.’s  order. 

I.O.  Home  Misc.  729.  31 1  (2) 

[1797]  Mar.  27  [From  (Sir)  Hugh  Inglis,  Chairman.]  Informs  B.  that  the 
Court  of  Directors  approve  B.’s  report  on  Cochineal,  and  will  carry  out 
his  proposals  if  the  insects  can  be  had  from  Brazil ;  asks  for  directions  as  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  food-plants  promised  from  Kew.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  44 

1798  June  22  *  [To  W.  Maclean,  Inspector  for  H.E.I.  Co.  at  Custom 
house.]  The  large  collection  of  plants  addressed  to  the  Court  of  Directors 
now  on  board  Albion  are  in  danger  unless  quickly  removed ;  as  the  Directors 
have  shown  great  inclination  to  further  the  interests  of  the  Royal  Gardens, 
asks  that  the  instructions  of  the  Court  be  at  once  obtained,  and  if  the 
plants  are  destined  for  Kew,  to  send  them  immediately  to  his  house. 

Dawson  MS.  46.  35-36 
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1798  June  23  [From  W.  Maclean.]  Has  received  permission  of  the 
Chairman  to  land  the  plants  for  Kew  and  a  boat  has  been  sent  to  take  them 
off,  they  will  be  delivered  to  Soho  Square  as  soon  as  the  order  of  the 
[Customs]  Board  is  obtained ;  the  plants  sent  by  W aimer  Castle  cannot  be 
traced.  [Note  by  B.  that  the  plants  not  being  delivered,  on  26th  June  he 
had  an  interview  with  Maclean  who  told  him  that  the  Chairman  had  taken 
possession  of  them,  supposing  them  to  be  duplicates ;  he  adds,  “I  cursd  the 
chairman  and  calld  his  breach  of  word  a  theft.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  155-156 

1 798  June  30]  *  [To  the  Secretary.]  For  the  information  of  the  Directors, 

reports  that  he  attended  at  Kew  to  examine  the  plants  [brought  by  Albion ] ; 
regrets  to  report  that  of  those  that  were  alive  and  flourishing  when  they  left 
the  ship,  24  are  missing,  including  the  Nutmeg,  the  first  sent  to  Europe, 
and  the  grafted  Mango  tree;  begs  that  when  Bellona  arrives,  proper 
precautions  should  be  taken  for  the  safety  of  the  plants. 

Dawson  MS.  46.  37-38 

1801  Jan.  6  [From  (Sir)  Hugh  Inglis,  Director.]  Thanks  B.  for  the 
trouble  he  has  taken  to  procure  the  Hemp-seed  required  by  the  Company ; 
asks  that  it  may  be  consigned  to  the  Company’s  wharf;  the  expenses 
incurred  will  be  refunded.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  260 

1801  —  Articles  of  agreement  with  certain  persons  engaged  to  go  to  the 
East  Indies  to  superintend  the  cultivation  of  Hemp.  [The  names  are 
Edward  Porter,  William  Holgarth,  Simon  Benstead,  William  Reynolds, 
Mark  Everson  and  Joseph  Seymour.]  D.T.C.  12.  193-196 

1801  — ]  *  Memorandum  by  B.  on  the  six  men  engaged  to  cultivate 

Hemp  in  India ;  as  Edward  Porter  could  not  be  found  when  it  was  time  to 
set  out,  Charles  Favergill  ( q.v .)  was  substituted  for  him;  all  the  men  have 
had  experience  of  Hemp  cultivation,  and  two  of  them  (Holgarth  and  Rey¬ 
nolds)  also  of  breaking  and  swingling ;  Everson  wishes  part  of  his  wages  to 
be  paid  to  his  wife  in  England ;  all  the  men  are  the  sons  of  small  farmers  or 
labourers  [of  Lincolnshire].  Dawson  MS.  46.  48 

1802  June  —  *  [To  the  Court  of  Directors.]  Reminds  them  that  more 

than  sixteen  years  ago  he  suggested  importing  the  Cochineal  Insect  from 
New  Spain  to  Bengal;  he  now  suggests  that  if  the  Nopal,  on  which  the 
insect  feeds,  can  be  brought  alive  to  London,  a  reward  of  £500  be  paid  to 
his  correspondent,  and  if  the  insect  itself  also  be  brought,  £1000;  if  the 
insect  is  successfully  transferred  from  his  (B.’s)  garden  to  Bengal,  £1000 
to  be  paid.  [See  Sproat,  Robert.]  D.T.C.  13.  152-156 

1803  Jan.  —  *  [To  the  Court  of  Directors.]  Report  on  experiments  for 

the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  Hemp  for  the  Navy  carried  out  for  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  58-60 

1803  Apl.  7  [From  Jacob  Bosanquet,  Deputy  Chairman.]  He  has  spoken 
to  the  Chairman  [John  Roberts]  and  some  of  the  Directors  and  sees  no 
difficulty  in  adopting  B.’s  plan  [of  an  expedition  to  China] ;  it  will  come 
before  the  next  Court.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  90 

1803  Apl.  8  *  [To  Jacob  Bosanquet.]  Thanks  him  for  his  efforts  to 
promote  the  scheme  for  bringing  useful  plants  from  China  to  the  W. 
Indies;  testifies  to  the  high  character  of  David  Lance  ( q.v .);  a  King’s 
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gardener  should  accompany  him  to  China  to  take  charge  of  the  plants  and 
to  collect  for  Kew;  supposes  the  Court  will  bear  the  expenses  of  the 
gardener  as  a  compliment  to  the  King.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  91 

52.  East  India  1803  Apl.  12  Extract  from  the  Court’s  General  Letter  to  Canton 
House  advising  the  dispatch  of  David  Lance  and  William  Kerr,  a  Kew  gardener 

under  his  control,  to  collect  plants  for  H.M.  Gardens  at  Kew.  [Note  by 
B.  that  on  20th  Apl.  he  saw  the  Deputy  Chairman  [Bosanquet],  to  get  an 
explicit  undertaking  that  the  Company  would  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the 
gardener  except  his  salary;  called  on  H.M.  21st  Apl.,  who  agreed  that 
Kerr  should  be  paid  £100  p.a.  as  from  Lady-day  last  to  enable  him  to  buy 
his  outfit.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  93-94 


53.  East  India 
House 

54.  Soho  Square 


1803  Apl.  18  [From  Jacob  Bosanquet.]  The  Chairman  had  promised  to 
send  B.  the  decision  of  the  Court,  but  forgot  to  do  so;  he  has  therefore 
asked  Lance  to  call  upon  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  95 

1803  Apl.  28  *  [To  John  Roberts,  Chairman.]  Reports  that  he  has  seen 
the  King  who  is  much  pleased  with  the  expedition  to  China;  H.M.  has 
assented  to  the  Company’s  proposal  to  bear  the  expenses  of  the  Kew 
Gardener.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  104 


55.  [Soho  Square  1803  Apl.  — ]  *  A  list  by  B.  “of  those  persons  who  have  promoted  His 

Majesty’s  Views  for  the  improvement  of  Botany  and  Agriculture  in  sending 
Ker  to  China”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  50 


56.  East  India  1806  Apl.  7  [From  William  Ramsay.]  By  command  of  the  Court  of 
House  Directors,  acknowledges  B.’s  letter  requesting  that  a  plant-cabin  containing 

plants  for  China  from  H.M.  Botanic  Garden  should  be  received  on  board 
one  of  the  Company’s  ships;  the  Court  has  ordered  that  the  ship  Thames 
be  appointed  to  receive  it.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  37 


57.  East  India  1806  Apl.  11  [From  William  Ramsay.]  Communicates  to  B.  permission 

House  of  Directors  of  H.E.I.C.  granted  to  Thomas  Manning  ( q.v .)  to  proceed 

to  China.  -  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  91-92 

58.  [Soho  Square]  1806  Aug.  2  *  Draft  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at 

Calcutta.  D.T.C.  16.  299-303 


EBELL,  Georg 
1  Hanover 


2.  Hanover 


3.  Hanover 


1 773  July  1  Sends  a  print  of  the  first  plate  made  by  Kaltenhofer  in 
Gottingen  for  B.’s  [intended]  book  [on  South  Seas  plants] ;  makes  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  delivery  of  further  plates  and  for  payment  for  same  through 
a  London  agent;  mentions  [Uvo  van]  Troil’s  journey  to  Iceland  with  B. ; 
compares  Kaltenhofer’s  work  with  that  of  Geister  of  Geneva  who  worked 
under  Haller’s  supervision;  recommends  to  B.  Dr.  Brande,  a  Court 
physician.  [German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  23-26 

1 773  Nov.  1  Requests  reply  to  his  previous  letter  on  engravings  made 

by  Kaltenhofer  from  B.’s  drawings,  and  states  the  price  for  the  work. 
[German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  21-22 

1774  Jan.  6  Regrets  that  B.  should  find  the  cost  of  the  plates  too  high; 
asks  whether  he  would  like  Kaltenhofer  to  come  to  England  and  stay  in  his 
house  and  work  for  him  there,  and  if  so,  what  the  terms  would  be.  [German.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  70 
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4.  Hanover  1774  Apl.  10  Offers  to  obtain  leave  from  the  Royal  Academy  for  Kalten- 

hofer’s  visit  to  England;  hopes  to  recover  a  drawing  which  was  sent  by 
Murray  and  has  not  reached  B.  \German.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  71-72 

5.  Hanover  1774  July  5  Notifies  B.  that  Kaltenhofer  does  not  accept  B.’s  terms  to 

come  to  England;  sends  the  missing  drawing;  informs  him  that  he  (E.) 
has  been  nominated  a  Counsellor  to  the  Court.  [ German. ] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  73 

ECKHARDT,  Anton  Georg,  F.R.S.  (1740-1810).  Mechanician  and  Scientist 

1.  Cockspur  1785  Dec.  11  Having  found  B.  was  not  at  home  when  he  and  his  elder 

Street  brother  called,  writes  for  an  appointment;  hopes  B.  will  assist  them  to 

establish  themselves  in  England.  [Signed  also  by  F.  F.  Eckhardt.  French .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  71 

2.  Cockspur  1785  Dec.  12  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  letter;  Prof.  Allamand  ( q.v . 

Street  No.  14)  is  fully  informed  as  to  their  unfortunate  circumstances  and  be¬ 

lieves  he  had  written  an  explanation  to  B.,  but  will  write  to  Holland  again. 
[Signed  also  by  F.  F.  Eckhardt.  French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  72 

3.  Soho  Square  1785  Dec.  13  *  He  cannot  intervene  or  be  of  any  assistance  in  the 

bankruptcy  of  him  and  his  brother  nor  in  their  misfortunes,  without 
documents  to  support  their  character  and  the  causes  of  their  position; 
Prof.  Allamand’s  letter  alone  is  insufficient.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  217 

4.  Sloane  1794  May  7  Sends  memorandum  and  model  of  a  useful  mechanical 

Street  contrivance  he  has  invented,  and  offers  it  to  R.S.  at  the  suggestion  of 

Count  Briihl  [q.v.  No.  3] ;  seeks  an  interview  to  explain  it.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  1 1 1 


EDEN,  Morton,  1st  Baron  Henley  (1752-1830).  Diplomatist 

1.  Dover  Street  [1803]  May  28  Informs  B.  that  Mr.  Marks  will  show  the  Room  and 

Rotunda  [at  Ranelagh]  to  Lady  Banks  and  her  companions. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  56 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  June  6  *  As  desired,  he  sends  his  account  for  the  Tickets  for  the 

Ball,  itemizing  the  charges  of  the  designer,  the  engraver,  the  paper-maker 
and  the  printer,  amounting  in  all  to  £49.  3s.  6 d. ;  he  will  also  have  to  make 
an  allowance  to  the  Inspector  of  Tickets  and  others,  and  asks  what  sums 
these  should  be.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  123 

3.  Dover  Street  1803  June  7  The  Committee  of  the  Knights  of  the  Bath  thank  B.  for  the 

trouble  he  has  taken  in  having  the  tickets  for  the  Ball  designed  and  en¬ 
graved,  etc. ;  they  send  a  draft  to  pay  the  cost  of  this,  together  with  3  gns. 
for  the  Inspector,  and  £1  for  each  of  B.’s  four  servants  for  their  attendance 
at  Ranelagh  on  the  night  of  the  Ball.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  59 

4.  Spring  1803  July  4  *  The  business  placed  in  his  hands  by  Lord  H.  and  Sir 

Grove  Alured  Clarke  did  not  turn  out  a  sinecure;  he  has  bills  amounting  to  £536 

for  the  Carpenters,  Masons,  etc.,  for  work  done  at  the  Abbey  for  the 
Installation ;  there  have  been  many  overcharges,  and  sums  properly  payable 
by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  have  been  charged  to  the  Knights ;  examines  and 
comments  upon  each  account  in  turn;  finally,  he  finds  everything  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  Dean  has  been  “conducted  with  a  degree  of 
profligate  expenditure  almost  beyond  credibility”.  [A  duplicate  of  this 
letter  by  another  hand,  f.  148-149.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  93-94 
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5.  Staines  1803  July  21  Returns  thanks  for  B.’s  letter  of  the  4th  and  he  entirely 

agrees  with  the  views  expressed  in  it  and  will  support  him  in  any  action  he 
may  take ;  the  whole  body  of  the  Knights  must  be  grateful  for  the  trouble 
B.  has  taken  in  defence  of  their  interests.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  95 

EDEN,  William,  1st  Baron  Auckland  (1744-1814).  Statesman 

1.  Paris  1787  Feb.  20  He  has  made  every  endeavour  to  procure  for  B.  the  memoir 

by  Bottineau  that  he  desires ;  after  trying  the  booksellers  he  applied  to  the 
Abbe  Sabatier,  whose  letter  he  encloses;  he  has  heard  in  confidence  the 
following  facts :  Bottineau  was  a  pilot  at  the  Isle  de  France,  who  claimed  to 
be  able,  on  the  approach  of  vessels  at  a  distance  of  200  leagues,  to  distinguish 
their  number  and  course  by  some  meteor  in  the  air;  the  French  Govt, 
ordered  a  record  of  his  predictions  to  be  kept,  and  they  have  proved 
generally  accurate ;  he  has  spoken  with  de  Suffren,  the  approach  of  whose 
fleet  was  foretold  with  exactness;  on  coming  to  Europe,  Bottineau’s 
discovery  was  ridiculed  by  one  of  the  magazines  in  1785,  and  he  brought 
an  action  against  the  publisher;  he  believes  the  whole  affair  to  be  an 
imposture.  D.T.C.  5.  131-132 

2.  Soho  Square  1787  Feb.  25  *  He  already  has  the  book  which  Sabatier  sent  in  such 

secrecy,  but  he  did  not  know  it  has  been  suppressed;  he  hesitates  to 
disbelieve  entirely  in  Bottineau’s  discovery,  but  is  curious  to  know  if  he  is 
to  be  sent  on  the  proposed  tests;  if  so,  it  will  prove  that  he  is  not  dis¬ 
believed  by  the  Minister  of  Marine ;  Herschel’s  discovery  of  two  satellites 
of  the  new  planet  has  caused  much  stir,  as  no  one  has  seen  them  with 
ordinary  telescopes,  but  Blagden  went  to  Slough  and  saw  them  clearly 
through  Herschel’s  20-ft.  instrument;  the  R.S.  is  defending  itself  against 
imputations  by  the  late  Astronomer  Royal  of  France  [Cassini]  of  ignorance 
of  the  correct  latitude  and  longitude  of  Greenwich;  application  will  be 
made  for  co-operative  observations  between  the  Paris  and  Greenwich 
observatories.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34424.  105-106 

3.  Soho  Square  1787  Mar.  20  *  Laments  that  England,  so  famous  for  its  wool,  has  to  go 

to  Spain  for  the  finest  kind  for  the  manufacturers;  he  is  much  interested 
in  the  flock  under  the  care  of  Daubenton  in  Burgundy,  and  has  read  all 
the  literature  relating  to  it,  except  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Imprimerie 
Royale  on  the  comparison  of  the  superfine  wool  of  France  with  that  of 
Spain,  which  he  has  tried  in  vain  to  procure ;  asks  Eden  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  a  copy  for  him;  the  Astronomer  Royal  has  read  a  paper  at  R.S.  on 
the  Latitude  and  Longitude  of  Greenwich. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34424.  187-188 

4.  Soho  Square  1787  May  1 1  *  Thanks  him  for  obtaining  the  French  pamphlet  on  wool; 

a  paper  has  been  read  at  R.S.  on  the  congelation  of  Mercury,  in  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  450  F.  by  means  of  a  freezing-mixture ;  the  discovery  of  this  medium 
will  be  of  great  value  to  those  in  hot  climates;  he  has  not  yet  had  the 
promised  paper  by  Herschel  on  his  discovery  of  volcanoes  on  the  moon; 
mentions  the  commercial  treaty  between  “two  nations  who  have  been 
enemies  these  1000  years”,  from  which  both  should  benefit. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34424.  427-428 

5.  Soho  Square  1790  Dec.  17  *  Informs  him  that  the  King  has  ordered  that  a  ship  is  to 

be  fitted  out  to  visit  the  South  Sea  Islands  a  second  time  to  transport 
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Bread-fruit  trees  to  the  West  Indies,  and  that  scientists  are  to  accompany 
the  expedition;  asks  if  he  considers  the  time  suitable  for  renewing  opera¬ 
tions  in  Spain  [i.e.  to  procure  Merino  sheep]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34434.  335-336 

6.  The  Hague  1 790  Dec.  29  He  considers  the  present  an  auspicious  time  for  introducing 

Bread-fruit  to  the  West  Indies,  and  equally  suitable  for  the  examination 
of  the  soil  and  productions  as  well  as  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
regions  behind  Nootka  Sound;  encloses  a  letter  from  [Anthony]  Merry 
(1 q.v .)  on  the  Spanish  sheep;  he  has  written  urging  him  to  complete  the 
commission;  he  has  also  encouraged  Merry  to  write  directly  to  B.  through 
the  [Foreign]  Office  packets.  D.T.C.  7.  184-185 

7.  Soho  Square  1791  Jan.  26  *  The  letter  from  Merry  was  not  enclosed  in  the  letter  of 

29th  Dec. ;  as  the  Spaniards  seem  to  be  showing  so  much  good  will  at  present, 
he  would  like  to  have  direct  communication  with  Merry  on  the  subject  of 
Merino  sheep ;  comments  on  the  attitude  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  which 
should  “draw  down  upon  her  the  vengeance  of  the  whole  of  Civilizd 
Europe”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34435.  259-260 

8.  Beckenham  [1791]  Nov.  8  He  understands  that  Lord  St.  Helens  has  written  to 

Lord  Grenville  on  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  sheep ;  he  considers  the  part 
played  in  the  transaction  by  the  Alange  family  is  extremely  handsome,  and 
that  “our  Flock  may  prove  a  treasure  of  infinite  value  to  His  Majesty’s  good 
old  Island  of  Great  Britain”;  he  is  having  his  children  inoculated. 

Dawson  MS.  45.  10 
D.T.C.  7.  271 


9.  Soho  Square 


10.  Soho  Square 


11.  Eden  Farm, 
Kent 


12.  Eden  Farm, 
Kent 


1795  Apl.  10  #  He  does  not  collect  political  books,  but  “like  a  true 
Englishman  am  apt  to  fancy  myself  proficient”  [in  politics];  his  library 
though  large,  cannot  take  in  21  folio  volumes  on  any  subject  but  Natural 
History ;  he  fancies  that  most  persons  will  hesitate  to  subscribe  for  a  work 
which  will  make  such  demands  on  space ;  but  he  will  endeavour  to  obtain 
subscribers.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34453.  238-239 

1795  May  13  *  He  has  laid  the  prospectus  of  Jarry’s  publication  on  his 
table  and  will  promote  the  subscription  as  far  as  possible,  but  he  does  not 
associate  with  politicians;  he  will,  however,  recommend  that  the  British 
Museum  and  the  Royal  Library  may  become  subscribers;  sends  a  card 
of  invitation  to  one  of  his  Sunday  soirees  to  meet  men  who  are  “  more 
interested  in  the  Laws  of  Nature  than  the  Laws  of  Nations.” 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34453.  255 

1795  July  5  He  has  learned  with  great  pleasure  from  the  Archbishop  that 

B.  “had  received  the  red  ribbon”  [K.B.] ;  offers  his  congratulations;  at  the 
request  of  Dr.  Robertson  who  accompanied  him  on  his  missions  to  France, 
Spain  and  Holland,  he  commends  to  B.’s  countenance  and  protection  Dr. 
[William  Charles]  Wells  who  is  a  candidate  for  the  post  of  Assistant 
Physician  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital.  D.T.C.  9.  243 

1796  Jan.  25  John  Hunter  left  nothing  for  the  support  of  his  wife  and 
family  except  his  collection  of  anatomical  preparations ;  by  the  aid  of  Pitt, 
he  has  obtained  for  Mrs.  Hunter  the  King’s  Bounty  for  two  years,  but  the 
Act  does  not  permit  it  to  be  given  a  third  year ;  the  trustees  (Everard  Home 
and  Matthew  Baillie)  have  not  been  able  to  induce  Parliament  to  buy  the 
collection,  or  even  to  consider  it;  the  delay  is  distressing  to  Hunter’s 
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family  and  the  cost  of  upkeep  heavy;  understands  from  competent  judges 
that  the  collection  is  of  high  scientific  value;  urges  B.,  as  P.R.S.  and  as  a 
man  of  benevolence  to  take  the  matter  up ;  if  the  purchase  were  recom¬ 
mended  with  the  King’s  approval  to  Parliament  and  the  Treasury,  he  is 
sure  it  would  succeed;  offers  to  take  part  in  consultations  on  the  subject. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  n-12 

13.  [Soho  Square  1796  Jan.  26]  *  Had  he  thought  Hunter’s  collections  of  importance  to 

Natural  History  or  any  other  branch  of  science  except  medicine,  he  would 
not  have  allowed  two  years  to  elapse  without  taking  active  steps  towards 
its  purchase  by  the  public ;  he  considers  that  it  comes  within  the  province 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  rather  than  R.S. ;  his  regard  for  his  deceased 
friend,  however,  makes  him  anxious  to  give  any  help  he  can,  and  he  will 
meet  his  Lordship  or  the  Chief  Baron  to  discuss  it.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  13-14 

14.  Spring  1806  Aug.  8  *  He  has  observed  mildew  on  wheat  worse  than  it  was  in 

Grove  1804;  it  was  very  bad  in  the  region  from  Nettlebed  to  Henley  and  Slough; 

the  farmers  in  his  own  parish  are  despondent  and  say  that  the  yield  will  be 
less  than  in  1804,  but  among  the  tainted  fields  some  are  untouched;  last 
year’s  wool  fetched  very  high  prices  through  rivalry  among  buyers;  at 
Hounslow  Wool  Fair  there  was  no  selling  until  the  bell  rang  to  close  the 
market,  when  the  buyers  yielded  and  all  was  sold  in  half  an  hour  at  very 
high  prices.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34422.  18-19 

1807  Feb.  3  Encloses  for  B.’s  attention  and  advice  papers  relating  to  the 
new  Royal  Mint.  [With  notes  by  B.,  “anecdotes  of  the  Persons  Employed”, 
notes  on  the  cost,  together  with  a  draft  minute  for  the  Board  of  Trade 
noting  with  satisfaction  that  the  work  is  proceeding  with  dispatch,  but 
regretting  that  the  sum  already  expended,  together  with  the  supplies 
demanded  for  the  current  year,  considerably  exceed  the  original  estimate, 
and  hoping  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  will  issue  orders  to  keep  down 
unnecessary  and  extravagant  expenditure.]  de  Beer  Coll.  12-13 

D.T.C.  17.  6-9 

16.  [Soho  1807  Feb.  24  #  Gives  his  views  on  the  present  high  price  of  copper  as 

Square]  requested;  ten  years  ago  copper  was  under  £100  a  ton,  the  mines  of 

Anglesea  and  Cornwall  supplying  the  market;  the  adoption  of  copper 
sheathing  for  ships  of  the  Navy  and  Merchant  Service  created  a  vast 
extra  demand;  the  mine-owners  increased  their  prices,  and  this  stimulus 
to  the  miners  kept  the  supply  in  excess  of  consumption ;  the  surplus  was 
taken  by  the  E.E  Co.,  and  manufacturers  and  shipping  had  to  pay  the 
exorbitant  prices  of  the  mine-owners;  a  result  has  been  importation  from 
Russia,  which  has  raised  complaints  by  the  Cornish  Members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment;  600  tons  have  been  taken  for  the  copper  coinage,  and  the  E.E  Co. 
1500  tons;  the  Navy  was  paying  £185-190  per  ton  last  August;  the  recent 
fall  in  price  he  attributes  to  the  completion  of  the  sheathing  of  ships  and 
consequent  fall  in  demand.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34457.  229-230 

D.T.C.  17.  31-34 

EDGAR,  William 

1.  —  —  July  25  B.  having  recommended  his  brother  to  the  post  of  Superin¬ 

tendent  of  Convicts  for  Botany  Bay,  asks  him  for  similar  recommendation 
for  himself ;  he  served  in  the  American  war  and  was  a  prisoner  of  war  in 
France,  and  has  many  relations  dependent  on  him.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  39 
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2.  [Soho  Square  —  July  26]  *  The  position  to  which  he  recommended  the  applicant’s 
brother  was  Agent  for  Transports,  for  which  he  was  competent;  Super¬ 
intendents  of  Convicts  are  expected  to  be  masters  of  some  trade  or  art, 
which  applicant  does  not  appear  to  be.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  39.  (2) 


EDGEWORTH,  Richard  Lovell,  F.R.S.  (1744-1817).  Inventor  and  Politician 

1.  Edgeworths-  1800  Jan.  n  Sends  a  packet  containing  a  discovery  in  mechanics  to 
town  guide  Balloons,  “not  to  be  opened  until  reclaimed  by  the  writer”. 

R.S.:  Misc.  Corr.  1.  ia,  b 


2.  Edgeworths-  1814  Oct.  6  Asks  B.’s  help  to  obtain  permission  for  his  son  to  make 
town  copies  of  papers  in  the  British  Museum  relating  to  the  Abbe  Edgeworth 

de  Firmont,  as  he  intends  to  publish  them  in  a  work  dedicated  to  the  King 
of  France;  the  papers  and  drawings  are  in  a  collection  given  by  the  Comte 
de  Seine  to  the  British  Museum  and  relate  to  many  people  at  the  Court  of 
Louis  XVI.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  75-76 


EDINGER,  Peter  Wilhelm  (1746-1807).  Botanist 

1.  Copenhagen  1776  June  14  Discusses  the  Junka-bean;  sends  plants  and  offers  help  of 

a  friend  to  send  specimens  from  the  Botanic  Garden;  enquires  about  a 
Newfoundland  dog  which  was  promised  by  Solander  to  Capt.  Freman  to 
be  delivered  to  [George]  Wolff  of  Wellclose  Square;  presents  Capt. 
Hornemann’s  compliments  and  says  he  is  away  on  manoeuvres. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  74 

2.  Copenhagen  1777  May  10  Answers  botanical  questions  put  by  B.,  and  asks  him  to 

recommend  a  good  grower  to  supply  him  with  hay-seed  suitable  for 
marshy  ground.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  151 

3.  Copenhagen  1777  July  8  Notifies  B.  that  he  has  sent  him  a  catalogue,  etc.,  addressed 

to  [George]  Wolff;  as  Wolff  has  gone  to  Norway,  hopes  B.  will  be  able  to 
collect  the  articles  himself  to  avoid  waiting  for  Wolff’s  return;  reminds 
him  about  the  hay-seed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  152 

4.  Copenhagen  1777  Oct.  21  Is  sorry  to  hear  that  the  seeds  he  sent  were  lost;  asks  for 

another  plant  of  Hedysarum  as  the  one  he  had  has  died ;  asks  for  a  copy  of 
Watt’s  Patent  for  the  steam-engine;  offers  to  send  Flora  Danica  in  the 
spring;  another  reminder  for  the  hay-seed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  153 

5.  Copenhagen  1777  Nov.  28  Has  now  received  the  seeds;  asks  for  clean  hay-seed  from 

[James]  Gordon  [of  Mile  End]  stating  price  and  quantity;  asks  for  cuttings 
of  quick-growing  poplars  for  hedging ;  orders  various  books. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  154 

6.  Copenhagen  1780  Apl.  24  Informs  B.  that  Regenfuss  works  for  the  King  and  is  not 

allowed  to  sell  any  of  his  work  before  a  certain  number  of  drawings  has 
been  delivered  to  the  Royal  Library,  but  he  is  sending  one  plate  without 
text;  enquires  how  to  send  articles  to  B.  safely  as  many  things  have  been 
lost  in  transit  lately;  enquires  if  the  Duchess  of  Portland  has  received 
Regenfuss’s  work,  as  he  and  Miller,  who  does  the  lettering,  would  like  to 
work  for  her  and  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  194 

7.  Copenhagen  1780  Sept.  30  Informs  B.  that  Regenfuss  has  completed  the  second  vol. 

of  his  work  on  shells,  and  calls  attention  to  the  particular  care  the  painter 
has  bestowed  upon  the  plates ;  a  copy  of  the  Fauna  Groenlandica  was  sent 
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Edinger,  Peter  Wilhelm,  continued 

to  White  to  be  delivered  to  B. ;  it  is  the  first  copy  to  go  to  England;  has 
received  plants  from  the  Paris  Physic  Garden.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  195 


EDWARD  AUGUSTUS  (H.R.H.),  Duke  of  Kent  and  Strathearn  (1767-1820) 

1.  [Revesby  1803  Oct.  6  *  Has  received  through  Aiton  the  commands  of  H.R.H. 
Abbey]  respecting  his  late  gardener  Michael  Dalton,  and  encloses  a  letter  to 

General  Bowyer  ( q.v .),  recommending  him.  [ See  Aiton,  W.  T.,  No.  15.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  266 
D.T.C.  14.  154 


EDWARDS,  Bryan,  F.R.S.  (1743-1800).  West  India  Merchant;  Secretary  of  the  African 
Association 

1.  Jamaica  1791  Jan.  26  States  that  a  vote  in  favour  of  [William]  Bligh  was  passed 
at  the  House  of  Assembly  in  consequence  of  B.’s  recommendation;  the 
sum  of  500  guineas  was  voted.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  29 

D.T.C.  7.  191 


2.  [Soho  Square 


3.  Southampton 


4.  Southampton 

5.  Southampton 


6.  Southampton 


7.  Great 
George 
Street 

8.  Southampton 


9.  Southampton 


1791  — ]  *  Extract  from  a  letter  from  B.  to  the  Hon.  Members  of  the 

House  of  Assembly,  Kingston,  Jamaica,  concerning  Bligh  and  the 
importation  of  Bread-fruit.  Gent.  Mag.  1791.  2.  766 

1796  June  14  On  his  return  from  Cornwall  he  found  B.’s  letter  and  two 
Journals  of  the  African  Assn,  awaiting  him;  he  cannot  come  to  London  at 
present,  being  weary  of  travelling  and  of  “uncomfortable  dinners  at  two 
contested  elections,  not  to  mention  the  very  becoming  amusement  at  my 
time  of  life  dancing  with  Tinkers’  wives  and  Blacksmiths’  daughters  on  the 
wet  grass”  ;  the  African  Assn,  is  considered  to  be  hostile  to  the  slave-trade, 
an  idea  that  is  obstructing  exploration.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  140 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  53-54 

1798  Feb.  6  Has  made  extracts  from  Park’s  journals  for  a  preliminary 
account  of  his  travels ;  Park  has  approved  the  extracts,  which  are  now  being 
fair-copied  by  Ivatts.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  189 

1798  Feb.  28  Has  received  the  papers  safely  and  has  made  further  cor¬ 
rections  and  has  added  a  few  anecdotes  related  by  Park;  is  much  concerned 
about  a  pending  lawsuit.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  193 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  229-230 

[1798]  Sept.  24  Sympathy  in  B.’s  illness;  Park’s  “fickle  and  perverse 
conduct”;  is  hard  at  work  on  Park’s  book,  the  MS.  of  which  has  been 
fair-copied;  desires  introduction  to  [William  George]  Browne. 

D.T.C.  11.  84-85 

1798  Oct.  9  Has  had  several  meetings  with  Park,  and  has  filled  up  several 
blanks  which  had  been  left  in  the  transcript  of  his  journal ;  six  chapters  are 
now  completed;  will  send  MS.  to  B.  for  his  opinion.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  204 

1798  Oct.  22  Has  informed  Park  that  the  first  six  chapters  are  in  B.’s 
hands ;  will  continue  up  to  a  certain  point  and  Park  himself  will  complete 
the  work.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  207 

D.T.C.  11.  1 13 

1798  Nov.  15  Park  has  sent  the  material  for  the  next  three  chapters, 
extremely  well  done,  probably  with  the  help  of  Ivatts ;  about  half  is  now 
done;  is  coming  to  London  to  attend  Parliament.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  208 

D.T.C.  11.  114-115 
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Edwards,  Bryan,  continued 

10.  [Southampton  1798  ?  — ]  By  letters  received  from  Jamaica,  he  learns  that  the  Committee 

on  Bread-fruit  have  recommended  to  the  Assembly  the  purchase  of  the 
garden  of  [Hinton]  East  ( q.v .)  who  has  successfully  reared  Bread-fruit. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  219 

11.  Southampton  1799  Jan.  30  “Park  goes  on  triumphantly”;  his  style  has  improved  and 

requires  little  correction;  will  introduce  a  note  on  the  attack  by  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Morocco  on  Timbuctoo  in  1590;  will  soon  be  in  town  for  three 
months.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  212 

D.T.C.  11.  181-182 


12.  Devonshire 
Street 

13.  [Soho  Square 

14.  Great 
George 
Street 

15.  Southampton 


[1799]  May  9 
the  Thatched 
Jamaica  to  B. 
1799  May  10]  * 


The  members  of  the  Jamaica  Club  desire  to  entertain  B.  at 
House  Tavern  on  the  29th,  to  testify  the  obligations  of 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  220 

Accepts  invitation  of  the  Jamaica  Club. 


Kew:  B.C.  2.  220.  (2) 

[1799]  May  12  Has  to  leave  town  immediately  owing  to  ill-health;  asks 
B.  to  apologize  for  his  absence  from  the  Jamaica  Club;  sends  a  paper  by 
a  friend  for  Phil.  Trans.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  221 

D.T.C.  11.  217 


1799  Aug.  28  Favourable  reception  of  Park’s  book;  his  share  in  it;  hopes 
it  justifies  B.’s  confidence  in  him  in  placing  it  in  his  hands;  has  received 
benefit  from  the  waters  at  Cheltenham.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  227 


EDWARDS,  Sydenham  Teast  (1769-1819).  Botanical  Artist 

1.  Morden,  1788  Jan.  9  Sends  specimens  of  a  work  on  flowers  now  in  course  of 
Surrey  publication  by  him;  solicits  B.’s  subscription.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  292 

EGERTON,  John  William,  7th  Earl  of  Bridgewater  (1753-1823) 

1.  Soho  Square  1805  Mar.  7  *  Requests  his  Lordship  to  accept  a  copy  of  his  paper  on 
Blight  in  Wheat  with  the  plates  coloured ;  thanks  him  for  communicating 
his  observations  for  an  improvement  in  ploughs.  [Inserted  in  a  copy  of  the 
work  formerly  in  the  Library  of  Dr.  Charles  Singer.] 

Wm.  Dawson  &  Sons.  Med.  &  Science  Cat.  11  {Oct.  1954).  14 

EGREMONT,  Earl  of — See  Wyndham,  George  O’Brien. 

EHLERS,  Martin  (1732-1800).  Philosopher 

1.  Kiel  1784  June  9  Sends  books  on  behalf  of  Fabricius  who  is  travelling  through 

Germany,  and  adds  some  works  of  his  own.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  278 

2.  Kiel  1786  May  3  Sends  some  treatises  which  have  just  been  published;  his 

brother  will  deliver  them  to  B.  together  with  a  book  from  Fabricius;  in 
his  pamphlets  he  has  set  out  certain  principles  which  should  be  adopted 
by  every  government  and  religious  body  to  secure  the  rights  of  mankind 
in  civil  and  religious  life.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  300-301 

EHRENMALM,  George.  Officer  in  Swedish  Army 

i-  —  1786  July  16  Asks  for  B.’s  interest  in  the  work  he  has  carried  out  on  the 

application  of  mathematics  and  chemistry  to  military  affairs ;  one  part  will 
soon  appear  and  wishes  to  present  it  to  R.S.  if  B.  approves ;  asks  B.  to  help 
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Ehrenmalm,  George,  continued 

him  to  join  the  service  of  H.E.I.  Co.,  as  he  thinks  that  in  India  he  would 
have  more  scope  than  in  his  own  country  to  develop  his  taste  for  chemistry 
and  mineralogy,  imbibed  from  his  teacher  Bergman.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  302-303 


EHRHART,  Friedrich  (1742-1795).  Botanist 

1.  Herren-  1783  Jan.  8  Asks  B.  if  he  received  the  Swedish  plants  he  sent  from 
hausen  Uppsala ;  sends  a  list  of  Mosses  which  were  not  included  in  the  collection; 

sends  also  another  list  of  plants  of  Hanover,  any  of  which  he  will  exchange 
for  English  plants  wanting  in  his  collection,  a  list  of  which  he  encloses. 
[German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  163 


ELLACOMBE,  Rev.  Henry  Thomas  (1790-1885).  Campanologist 

1.  Soho  Square  1812  Mar.  12  *  His  laudable  industry  in  making  working  models  of 
machines  is  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  result ;  knowledge  of  mathematics  and 
the  theory  of  mechanics  is  necessary ;  he  might  succeed  as  a  civil  engineer. 
[He  entered  the  Church,  and  invented  a  machine  for  bell-ringing.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  338 

ELLCOCK,  Edward  (1776  ?-i 830).  Botanist 

1.  Barbados  1793  June  4  Regrets  to  hear  of  death  of  Eaton  [Aiton]  who  brought  the 
gardens  at  Kew  to  a  high  standard ;  is  gratified  that  his  son  succeeds  him; 
will  continue  to  send  plants  to  Kew;  wishes  to  procure  Bread-fruit,  and 
asks  B.’s  assistance;  cultivation  of  spices.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  96 


ELLIS,  Sir  Henry,  F.R.S.  (1777-1869).  Secretary,  Society  of  Antiquaries 

1.  [British  1813  Apl.  —  Sends  extracts  from  the  works  of  various  historians 

Museum]  (Fuller,  Clarendon,  Dugdale,  Echard,  etc.)  as  to  the  interment  of  the  body 

of  Charles  I.  [Initialled  H.  E.  See  also  Chalmers,  George,  No.  8.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6306.  13-14 


1813  May  3  [To  Sarah  Sophia  Banks.]  Gives  information  as  to  the  MS. 
Cotton,  Vesp.  B.  ii  giving  an  account  of  the  pageant  at  Paris  in  honour  of 
Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  VII  in  1514,  and  of  a  pamphlet  containing  the 
confession  of  Richard  Brandon  the  Hangman  as  to  the  death  of  Charles  I, 
published  in  1649.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6306.  29 

1813  Aug.  23  Regrets  he  has  been  unable  to  trace  the  list  of  plants 
mentioned  by  [John]  Aubrey;  has  consulted  the  original  manuscript  of 
Lord  Clarendon’s  History  relating  to  the  interment  of  Charles  I,  which 
was  not  included  in  the  original  edition.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6306.  34 

4.  Soho  Square  1815  Jan.  19  *  Account  of  the  antiquities  found  in  the  bed  of  the  River 
Witham,  Lincolnshire  (a  silver  cup  and  some  weapons).  [Two  copies, 
with  slight  verbal  differences.  This  communication  was  not  published,  but 
was  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries  of  19th  Jan.  1815,  and 
recorded  in  the  Minutes.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  36 


2.  British 
Museum 


3.  Oxford 


ELLIS,  Henry,  F.R.S.  (1721-1806).  Hydrographer 

1.  Marseilles  1789  Apl.  6  Sends  some  ideas  on  the  nature  and  probable  cause  of 
Hurricanes.  [A  copy  of  the  above,  with  notes,  written  for  submission  to 
R.S.  in  R.S.  Letters  1787-99.  23.]  R.S.  Letters ,  1787-99.  24 
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Ellis,  Henry,  continued 

z.  Norfolk  [i  789]  July  30  Encloses  a  copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to  B.  from  Mar- 

Street  seilles.  [This  copy  contains  fuller  notes  than  those  subjoined  to  the 

original  letter,  No.  1.]  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  25 

3.  Norfolk  1789  July  31  Thanks  B.  for  his  friendly  advice;  he  may  submit  his 

Street  conjectures  [on  Hurricanes]  in  a  revised  form“to  some  Foreign  Scientifick 

Academy”.  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  26 

4.  Norfolk  [1: 789]  Aug.  1  Explains  that  he  is  not  perversely  attached  to  his  con- 

Street  jectures  on  Hurricanes,  and  will  follow  B.’s  advice  to  publish  them  abroad. 

R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  27 


ELLIS,  John,  F.R.S.  (1705  ?— 1776).  Merchant  and  Naturalist 
1.  Burlington  1773  Nov.  1  He  wishes  to  engage  the  services  ‘‘of  that  very  ingenious 
Street  young  man  whose  drawings  of  Corals  you  showed  me”  to  draw  some 

objects  brought  by  Capt.  Phipps  from  Spitzbergen,  which  Hunter  intends 
to  dissect;  ‘‘even  Solander  is  obliged  to  allow  you  the  title  of  master”. 
[Printed  in  J.  E.  Smith,  Corresp.  of  Linnaeus,  2.  80.] 

Linnaeus  Corresp.  i~j.  Suppl. 


ELLIS,  John,  F.R.S.  (d.  1786) 

1.  [London  1778  Nov.  25]  *  His  assistance  can  be  relied  upon  [in  B.’s  candidature 
for  the  presidency  of  R.S.] ;  he  has  already  spoken  to  [George]  Fordyce 
on  the  subject;  he  cannot  get  a  definite  answer  from  Belcher  [?  John 
Belchier],  but  suggests  B.  should  call  upon  him.  Sabin  Coll.  <15) 

ELLIS,  William  Webb  (d.  1785).  Surgeon  and  Draughtsman 

1.  Gough  Sq.,  [1781]  Dec.  25  Apologetic  letter  explaining  his  reasons  for  having 

Fleet  Street  published  an  account  of  Cook’s  third  voyage;  being  in  poor  circumstances, 

he  went  to  a  publisher,  who  made  a  hard  bargain,  without  first  consulting 
B.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  1 13 

D.T.C.  2.  79-81 

2.  Soho  Square  1782  Jan.  23  *  Regrets  his  imprudent  action  in  publishing;  from  his 

connection  with  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  B.  might  have  been  able  to  be 
useful  to  him  had  he  asked  and  followed  his  advice ;  will  cancel  the  note  of 
hand  for  ^30  which  he  holds  and  pay  a  further  £20  for  his  drawings; 
hopes  he  will  revenge  himself  on  the  bookseller  ‘‘for  his  Judaic  treatment”. 
[Edzv.  Smith,  52-53.]  D.T.C.  2.  89 

ELLISON,  Richard  (1754-1827).  Lincolnshire  Landowner;  M.P.  for  Lincoln 

1.  Sudbrooke  1794  Mar.  16  Thinks  that  every  man  able  to  do  so  should  take  up  arms 

Holme  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  and  offers  his  services,  either  to  raise  a 

company  to  join  the  present  Militia  or  a  troop  of  horse  as  an  adjunct  there¬ 
to  ;  his  brother  would  also  take  a  commission ;  B.  may  make  an  offer  on  his 
behalf  to  the  King  or  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  Lindsey.  1 1 .  1 .  1  6a 

2.  Soho  Square  [1794]  Mar.  18  *  Will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  making  his  offer 

known  in  the  proper  quarter;  his  subscription  will  be  applied  to  raising 
his  men  if  the  offer  is  accepted ;  how  far  any  other  part  of  the  fund  may 
be  directed  to  that  purpose  depends  upon  the  terms  made  with  Govern¬ 
ment.  Lindsey,  n.  1.  i6a 
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Ellison,  Richard,  continued 

3.  Soho  Square  1794  Apl.  28*  Asks  why  the  Brig  meeting,  over  which  Wilson  presided, 

have  criticized  the  Committee  of  Expenditure;  they  seem  to  wish  to 
bring  discord  into  proceedings  previously  unanimous;  cannot  see  why 
Wilson,  who  was  one  of  the  Grand  Jury,  blames  the  London  Committee 
for  not  calling  a  county  one,  and  the  Grand  Jury  expressly  directed  that  a 
Committee  of  Expenditure  should  be  formed ;  experience  has  taught  him 
that  county  meetings  are  thinly  attended  and  it  would  not  be  so  easy  to 
get  a  representative  gathering  in  Lincoln  as  in  London ;  asks  what  land,  if 
any,  Wilson  owns;  he  is  understood  to  be  the  agent  of  Sir  John  Sheffield, 
yet  he  takes  an  opposite  view  of  the  Committee ;  hopes  the  county  magis¬ 
trates  will  call  meetings  to  collect  opinions  and  subscriptions  in  their 
respective  districts.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  4 

4.  Soho  Square  1794  May  5  *  [Marked  Confidential .]  The  Committee  met  on  Saturday 

[May  3]  to  elect  additional  members,  and  Vayner,  Boucheret,  Gregory,  Lord 
Monson  and  Sir  John  Nelthorpe  were  elected;  all  agreed  that  their 
proceedings  could  not  give  offence  to  the  county,  but  if  a  county  meeting  is 
called  they  will  attend  it;  another  general  meeting  has  been  called  for 
May  26  to  give  those  in  the  county  an  opportunity  of  attending  it  and 
voice  local  views;  “the  power  of  war  or  peace  remains  wholly  in  your 
hands’’,  and  by  opposition  “trespassd  a  little  on  the  borders  of  irritation”; 
hopes  he  will  persevere  in  calling  small  meetings  and  promoting  a  better 
understanding  between  the  county  and  the  London  Committee. 

Lindsey.  11.  2.  5 

5.  Kirton  1794  May  7  Has  received  information  of  what  passed  at  the  London 

meeting,  from  which  it  appears  they  think  a  county  meeting  would  bring 
into  question  the  unanimity  and  loyalty  of  the  county ;  such  is  quite  con¬ 
trary  to  the  facts  and  all  the  district  meetings  wish  to  co-operate  with 
London.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  6 

6.  [Kirton  1794  May  7]  At  the  end  of  the  Sessions  received  B.’s  letters;  has  always 

thought  a  county  meeting  should  be  called,  but  in  the  circumstances 
subdivisional  meetings  might  answer'  the  purpose ;  as  Louth  has  taken  a 
different  decision  there  is  a  risk  of  setting  one  subdivision  against  another; 
cannot  understand  B.’s  allusion  to  trespassing  on  the  borders  of  irritation; 
has  always  valued  his  friendship  and  cannot  think  he  has  said  anything  to 
give  offence  to  B. ;  what  he  may  have  said  at  the  Lincolnshire  Club  is  not 
what  he  would  say  at  a  public  meeting.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  7 

7.  Kirton  I794  May  7  Sends,  as  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  Kirton,  the 

resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  magistrates  on  the  defence  of  the 
county,  who  wish  for  strenuous  and  unanimous  co-operation. 

Lindsey.  11.  2.  19 

8.  Thorne  1794  May  8  Wrote  after  the  close  of  the  Sessions  [No.  6]  and  now  writes 

again  after  the  fatigue  of  a  Canal  meeting.  [This  letter  is  to  a  great  extent 
a  repetition  of  No.  6.]  Lindsey.  11.  2.  9 

9.  Soho  Square  1794  May  9  *  When  speaking  of  “irritation”  he  was  not  referring  to 

himself,  and  he  equally  values  E.’s  friendship;  Coltman  has  called  a 
meeting  for  Louth,  and  all  other  districts  must  do  the  same  to  promote 
unanimity;  he  is  now  in  favour  of  a  county  meeting;  it  is  now  necessary 
to  concert  measures  and  “make  the  gentlemen  who  meet  as  good  humord 
as  we  can,  for  we  all  mean  loyalty”.  Lindsey,  n.  2.  8 
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15.  Revesby 
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16.  Revesby 
Abbey 


17.  [Soho  Square 

18.  Sudbrooke 

19.  [Soho  Square 

20.  Lincoln 


1794  May  12  *  When  in  his  former  letter  he  mentioned  “irritation”  he 
was  not  referring  to  any  particular  person,  but  when  a  meeting  was  called 
under  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Jury,  they  felt  irritated  that  gentlemen 
of  that  same  Jury  denied  their  existence  as  a  committee;  wishes  above  all 
to  keep  the  peace,  which  has  so  far  been  publicly  broken  only  by  Wilson; 
as  most  of  the  London  Committee  wish  to  attend  the  County  meeting,  it 
must  be  delayed  for  a  fortnight  as  some  of  them  are  Members  of  Parliament 
and  could  not  come  while  the  House  is  sitting.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  10 

1794  May  13]  He  cannot  deny  that  B.’s  letter  gave  him  pain,  but  his 
explanation  has  given  him  great  pleasure;  he  has  no  object  in  view  but  the 
success  of  the  undertaking  in  which  both  are  engaged;  thinks  that  a 
county  meeting  will  do  away  with  all  misunderstanding,  and  is  sure  there 
is  no  “silly  jealousy”  and  no  animosity;  it  will  also  put  an  end  to  “all 
complainers  whose  mouths  have  been  opened  and  .  .  .  their  pockets  shut” ; 
sees  no  reason  why  the  county  meeting  should  not  confirm  the  Acting 
Committee  in  London,  etc.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  11 

1796]  Nov.  11  *  Informs  him  of  the  riots,  and  the  orders  to  the  Army 
given  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who  thinks  there  should  be  an  immediate 
meeting  of  the  magistrates  and  gentry  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  mal¬ 
contents;  wishes  to  discuss  this  proposal.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  11 

1796  Nov.  12]  Deplores  the  new  Militia  Act  and  its  effect  in  creating 
disunity  and  discontent  and  considers  its  provisions  unjust ;  advocates  the 
formation  of  a  volunteer  cavalry  force  by  the  gentry  of  the  county ;  before 
leaving  London  he  reported  to  the  ministers  the  news  of  the  recent  riots, 
who  received  it  with  indifference;  has  called  on  the  Duke  of  Ancaster. 

Lindsey.  3.  1.  17 

1796]  Nov.  13  *  Mr.  Coltman  ( q.v .)  called  out  the  Spilsby  troops  and 

made  four  prisoners;  assures  him  that  vigorous  action  will  be  taken  by 
himself  and  Coltman.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  19 

1796  Nov.  14  *  Reports  all  quiet  at  Spilsby;  rumour  of  a  rising  in  the 
Fen  District;  arrival  of  Lord  Gwydyr.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  20 

1796  Nov.  16  *  Reports  three  days’  activity  of  himself  and  Coltman  at 

Alford,  Horncastle,  etc. ;  a  general  meeting  at  Lincoln  has  been  called  by 
the  Duke  of  Ancaster  (Lord  Lieut.),  but  he  will  be  unable  to  attend  it 
owing  to  gout;  Coltman  has  gone  to  Lincoln  and  will  report  result  of 
meeting.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  21 

1 797]  Feb.  11  *  Has  read  his  remonstrance  which  seems  to  require  the 

King’s  regulations  to  be  altered  in  his  own  favour;  wishes  to  see  him  and 
Vayner  as  soon  as  possible.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  8 

1797  Feb.  16  Has  received  B.’s  letter  and  also  one  from  the  Duke  of 

Portland;  long  explanation  and  justification  of  his  attitude  to  the  Supple¬ 
mental  Militia  regulations.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  9 

1 797]  Feb.  *  Is  about  to  discuss  with  the  Duke  [of  Ancaster]  the 

immediate  appointment  of  officers ;  size  of  the  establishment  and  number 
of  companies ;  sends  list  of  those  who  have  offered  services. 

Lindsey.  3.  2.  15 

1797  July  25  Has  arrived  at  Lincoln  after  an  all-night  journey ;  optimism 
at  the  state  of  preparation  in  the  country ;  sends  two  confidential  letters  for 
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B.’s  discreet  information  to  be  retained  until  his  return  to  London;  the 
whole  county  has  the  utmost  confidence  in  B.’s  guidance  and  zeal. 

Lindsey.  3.  2.  28 

21.  [London]  1800  July  11  Requests  B.  to  give  a  recommendation  for  the  Rev.  John 

Banks  ( q.v .)  for  membership  of  the  Royal  Institution.  [Note  by  B.,  that 
the  Rev.  John  Banks,  B.D.,  Proprietor,  was  recommended,  24th  July.] 

R.  Institution  Library ,  <i> 


William  (1732-1810).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1794  Mar.  31  Having  learned  of  the  meetings  held  in  London  and 
Lincoln  [for  a  voluntary  subscription  for  the  defence  of  the  county] 
requests  B.  to  subscribe  40  gns.  in  his  name,  and  to  accept  his  gratitude  for 
his  patriotic  exertions.  Lindsey.  13.  1.  4 

1794  Apl.  2  *  Thanks  him  for  the  public  spirit  which  he  has  always 
shown  and  urges  him  to  interest  his  neighbours  and  to  send  a  list  of  their 
names  and  the  sums  they  are  willing  to  give ;  Lincolnshire  is  superior  to 
any  other  county  in  proofs  of  loyalty,  and  the  gentlemen  resident  there 
should  not  be  backward  in  following  the  example  set  by  the  Grand  Jury 
and  adopted  by  those  resident  in  London.  Lindsey.  13.  1.  4  vo. 

1794  Apl.  21  Thanks  B.  for  his  friendly  letter;  thinks  that  a  voluntary 
subscription  is  favoured  by  the  majority  of  local  residents,  though  many 
of  them  thought  a  county  meeting  should  be  called;  has  received  from 
[John]  Parkinson  (q.v.)  a  printed  paper  sent  by  B.’s  orders;  will  do  his 
best  to  promote  the  business  as  far  as  an  old  and  infirm  man  can  do  so; 
asks  whether  B.  has  subscribed  on  his  behalf  to  the  defence  fund.  [En¬ 
dorsed  by  B.,  “I  subscribd  for  you  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Comee  on 
April  the  22nd”.]  Lindsey.  13.  1.  5 

ELMSLEY,  Peter  (1736-1802).  Bookseller 

1.  [London]  1784  Feb.  4  According  to  orders,  he  sends  a  statement  of  the  stock  of  the 
Nautical  Almanac,  1784  and  1785  ;  none  are  left  of  1784,  has  200  copies  of 
1 785 ;  gives  an  estimate  of  cost,  should  the  Board  of  Longitude  decide 
to  reprint.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  40 

EMERSON,  Alexander  Lyon,  M.D.  (1770-1834).  Physician 

1.  York  Place,  1819  Apl.  10  Sends  prospectus  [missing],  and  asks  for  B.’s  patronage. 

Brompton  Brabourne,  1 51-152 

ENDERBY,  Samuel  &  Sons.  Merchants  and  Shipowners 

1.  London  1788  Aug.  26  They  are  about  to  send  a  ship  to  the  southern  whale 

fishery,  and  desire  information  on  a  number  of  points:  whether  Juan 
Fernandez  is  settled,  and  if  so,  whether  there  is  a  risk  of  the  ship  being 
detained :  whether  there  are  any  other  places  at  which  the  ship  may  put  in 
without  risk:  whether  there  are  any  Sperm  Whales  round  Cape  Horn: 
whether  Spanish  ships  can  be  relied  on  to  carry  letters :  whether  any  charts 
of  the  area  are  available;  they  offer  to  procure  anything  B.  wants  on  the 
African  coast.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  319 
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ENDERBY,  Samuel,  Junior.  Partner  in  Enderby  &  Sons 

i.  Coleman  1793  Feb.  16  Informs  B.  that  the  whaler  Hero  has  on  board  a  cask  of 

Street  living  cochineal  plants  and  insects  for  B.,  sent  by  Dr.  [Hugh]  Gillan  ( q.v .) 

of  Rio;  also  a  box  of  drawings  from  Sir  George  Staunton;  the  ship  will  be 
off  Deptford  to-morrow.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  91 

ERNEST  AUGUSTUS,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  H.R.H.  (1771-1851) 

1.  Berlin  1819  Mar.  12  Recommends  to  B.  a  scientist  sent  to  England  by  the  King 

of  Prussia.  Brabourne,  138-139 

2.  Berlin  1819  Dec.  30  Sends  an  account  of  a  monster  born  in  the  Prussian 

dominions  consisting  only  of  a  head;  it  is  in  the  Royal  collection  of 
anatomical  preparations;  he  sends  it  to  B.  as  President  of  R.S.  to  be 
translated  by  Dr.  Young  and  laid  before  the  Society  if  B.  considers  it 
suitable.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  27 


ERSKINE,  David  Steuart,  nth  Earl  of  Buchan  (1742-1829) 

1.  Edinburgh  1792  Mar.  17  Requests  B.  to  communicate  to  the  Council  of  R.S.  the 
enclosed  [printed]  proposals  for  the  publication  of  the  correspondence 
of  Nicholas  Claudius  de  Peiresc.  Dawson  MS.  45.  11-12 

ESTUDIA  Y  AYALA,  Christobal 

1.  Havana  1800  Dec.  2  Describes  the  use  and  efficiency  of  a  medicinal  plant  from 

Havana  locally  known  to  the  mountain  people  as  Diente  de  Cavallo 
(Horse’s  tooth),  owing  to  the  form  of  its  leaf;  its  use  compared  with 
Ipecacuanha;  specimens  of  the  plant,  including  the  leaf,  fruit  and  seed  will 
be  sent  to  B.  [Spanish.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  218-219 


ETCHES,  Richard  Cadman  (1744-1817).  Merchant  Venturer 

1.  Watling  1785  Mar.  14  Thanks  B.  for  information  as  to  the  possibility  of  opening 

Street  commerce  with  Japan;  he  is  fitting  out  an  expedition  of  two  ships  for  N. 

America  for  furs  to  trade  with  Japan;  details  of  the  venture  and  of  the 
capital  raised  and  required.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  195 

1786  Sept.  29  Will  give  every  facility  to  [Archibald]  Menzies  (q.v.)  for 
his  scientific  pursuits  on  the  voyage;  can  obtain  for  him  a  passage  to 
Otaheite ;  the  ships  are  now  in  the  Downs  and  can  accommodate  two  more 
persons  if  desired.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  246 

1788  Aug.  8  Seeks  further  information  as  to  commerce  with  Japan;  his 
brother  [John  Etches],  now  at  Canton,  proposes  to  hire  a  ship  and 
trade  there  in  furs.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  314 

1790  May  6  Informs  B.  that  his  ships  have  been  seized  by  a  Spanish 
Admiral ;  they  joined  with  another  expedition  in  equal  shares  at  Canton 
and  sailed  from  thence  together,  making  important  discoveries;  asks  for 
B.’s  influence  and  assistance  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  ships  and  restitu¬ 
tion  for  loss  of  trade.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  11 

EULER,  Johann  Albrecht  (1734-1800).  Astronomer  and  Physicist 
1.  St.  1780  Sept.  22  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  elected  a  Foreign  Associate 

Petersburg  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  of  St.  Petersburg.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  196 


2.  Watling 
Street 


3.  Fenchurch 
Street 
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EUSTACE,  John  Skye 

i.  Camana  1786  May  16  Sends  documents  for  R.S.  on  certain  phenomena  (not 
specified);  as  a  subject  of  the  Spanish  King  he  enjoys  facilities  not  granted 
to  strangers.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  232 


2.  Adam  St.,  1786  Dec.  1  He  has  been  unable  to  send  the  promised  verification  of  the 
Adelphi  documents  he  transmitted;  when  he  arrived  at  the  port  of  Caracas,  the 

Captain-General  would  not  allow  him  to  land  and  he  was  obliged  to  return 
to  England.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  252 


EVANS,  William 

1.  Fetter  Lane,  1796  Mar.  16  He  has  discovered  a  method  of  ascertaining  Longitude  and 
London  Latitude;  “what  Aristotle,  Archimedes  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton  invented  is 

grossly  false,  as  I  shall  prove”.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  136 

EVELYN,  Sir  George  Augustus  Shuckburgh — See  Shuckburgh-Evelyn. 

EVERSON,  Mark — See  Favargill,  Charles. 

EWART,  John 

1.  Leicester  1788  Oct.  27  Sends  letter  from  Masson,  handed  to  him  at  the  Cape; 
Street  has  also  brought  a  box  of  seeds  which  will  be  delivered  when  the  ship 

berths;  death  of  Col.  Cathcart.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  328 

EWART,  Joseph  (1759-1792).  Diplomatist 

1.  Berlin  1785  Feb.  15  Thanks  B.  for  procuring  specimen  of  Cinchona  at  his 

request  from  the  Court  of  Vienna ;  an  astronomical  dispute ;  Flamsteed  and 
Herschel ;  sends  letter  from  De  la  Grange,  which  he  thinks  should  be 
communicated  to  the  Board  of  Longitude;  Priestley’s  experiments  and 
other  scientific  news.  Kew:  B.C.  x.  194 

2.  Berlin  1789  May  23.  Delays  by  booksellers  in  sending  books;  decline  in  useful 

knowledge;  Ferber  in  very  bad  health;  Claproth  [Klaproth]  has  discovered 
a  new  earth;  Gerhard’s  doctrine  of  natural  transmutation;  Hertzberg’s 
encouragement  of  science;  expects  De  la  Grange  from  Paris. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  348 
D.T.C.  6.  163-165 


EZQUERRA,  Joaquin,  and  FRULLENCH,  Peter  Paul 

1.  Madrid  1786  Feb.  13  A  fulsome  and  laudatory  letter  in  which  the  authors 

announce  that  they  are  sending  B.  their  opusculum  entitled  Memoriale 
Literarium.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  304 

FABBRONI,  Giovanni  Valentino  Mattia  (1752-1822).  Chemist  and  Naturalist 

1.  [Florence  1780 — ]  Sends  pamphlet  on  Botanical  Synonyms;  his  friend  Favi 

[Tuscan  Minister  in  Paris]  would  be  glad  to  have  seeds  of  Rheum.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  201 

2.  Horence  1780  Aug.  15  Has  experimented  with  Rhus  toxicodendron ;  thanks  B.  for 

sending  seeds  to  Favi,  and  for  drawing  his  attention  to  De  Saussure’s 
work  on  the  atmosphere ;  discourses  on  phlogiston ;  has  sent  some  botanical 
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works,  and  at  the  instance  of  the  Abbe  Fontana,  one  on  the  microscopic 


3.  Florence 

fossil  shells  found  near  Sienna;  discusses  Ingenhousz’s  work;  has  found 
a  solvent  for  resin.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  202-204 

1780  Sept.  15  Has  been  instructed  by  the  Grand  Duke  to  open  corres¬ 

pondence  with  foreign  men  of  science,  and  would  like  to  do  so  with  B. 
on  Natural  History,  and  to  exchange  specimens;  the  Grand  Duke  has 
decided  to  establish  a  new  Academy  of  Science,  and  hopes  that  B.  will 
allow  his  name  to  be  among  those  of  its  first  members.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  205-206 

4.  Florence 

1781  Jan.  3  Fears  his  letters  have  not  reached  B.,  as  he  has  had  none 

from  him  since  May  last;  repeats  his  invitation  to  exchange  specimens 
with  the  Grand  Duke’s  Museum.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  207-208 

5.  [Florence 

1781  — ]  [Received  by  B.  3  Oct.]  Returns  thanks  for  seeds;  asks  for  a 

catalogue  of  their  numbers  and  names;  asks  B.  if  he  wants  any  of  the 
publications  of  the  Accademia  [del  Cimento], 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  28-29 

6.  [Florence 

1782  — ]  [Received  by  B.  19  Feb.]  Returns  thanks  for  letter  and  seeds; 

the  Abbe  Fontana  is  also  grateful ;  the  discoveries  of  Spallanzani  have  made 
artificial  insemination  possible  in  man.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  75-76 

7.  Florence 

1782  Oct.  28  Sends  Prodromus  of  a  large  work  on  botany;  has  not  sent 

the  books  which  B.  requested  because  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  are  block¬ 
aded.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  77-78 

8.  Florence 

1783  Apl.  12  Explains  loss  of  letters  to  B.  through  theft;  is  sending 

about  20  rare  seeds  from  Brazil,  Mexico  and  Peru ;  is  sending  by  a  Danish 
captain  several  copies  of  observations  on  Herschel’s  new  planet;  will  also 
send  the  new  Catalogue  of  the  Botanic  Garden  of  Florence  when  ready, 
and  offers  a  new  illustrated  work  on  Tuscan  fruits,  etc.  to  be  issued  by 
subscription.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  165 

9.  Florence 

1783  Apl.  17  Promises  to  send  via  Leghorn  new  publications  on  Natural 

History  and  asks  whether  B.  wishes  for  the  Transactions  of  various 
Italian  Academies ;  seeks  information  on  Price’s  experiments  [see  Cameron, 

1 5 1:— 1 57] ;  sends  news  of  the  Botanic  Garden  of  the  Museum;  Abbe 
Fontana  sends  B.  his  new  work  on  Fishes.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  166 

10.  [Florence] 

1783  Aug.  14  Sends  latest  volume  of  the  Bologna  Academy;  seeks 

information  about  the  rare  plants  grown  from  seed  sent  by  B.,  one  of 
which  is  not  among  the  genera  of  Linnaeus;  asks  for  more  seeds  of 
Hedysarum  [gyrans],  which  has  hitherto  failed  in  Florence.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  167 

11.  Florence 

1783  Dec.  30  Gives  account  of  success  in  raising  plants  from  seeds  sent 

by  B.  from  the  latest  circumnavigation  and  by  Bruce  from  Abyssinia;  has 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Rung,  the  botanist  accompanying  the  King  of 
Sweden;  speaks  of  [Paolo]  Mascagni’s  discovery  of  the  lymphatic  vessels; 
balloons  have  become  a  general  mania. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  280-281 

12.  Florence 

[1784  — ]  Speaks  of  a  plant  that  is  thought  to  belong  to  a  new  genus; 

is  sending  a  book  with  a  defective  plate,  and  two  copies  of  the  Catalogue  of 
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the  Botanic  Garden ;  sends  these  by  Hamman,  a  young  English  doctor  who 


13.  Florence 

has  been  in  Italy  for  a  long  time ;  asks  B.  if  he  can  spare  any  more  seeds  of 
hemp  and  of  Hedysarum  [gyrans] .  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  73 

1785  Jan.  30  Is  sending  by  Dr.  Hamman,  who  is  coming  from  Naples  to 

London,  some  pamphlets  and  a  description  of  Panciatica,  a  new  genus 
lately  discovered,  also  a  dried  specimen,  and  some  books ;  the  catalogue  of 
their  garden,  comprising  3,000  living  plants,  will  be  printed  soon;  note  on 
solvents  of  rubber;  Wahl,  a  Danish  botanist  who  has  returned  from  Africa, 
described  to  him  the  plant  that  produces  this  resin  (rubber) ;  asks  for  seeds 
of  Linum  perenne  from  Siberia  and  of  Phormium  tenax,  for  which  he  will  ex¬ 
change  any  species  in  the  Catalogue.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  74-75 

14.  Florence 

1785  Apl.  15  Feels  deeply  B.’s  reproach;  is  very  grateful  for  the  seeds 

he  was  so  anxious  to  have;  has  sent  the  last  vol.  of  the  Bologna  Acad,  and 
the  first  of  the  Soc.  Italiana  and  various  other  books ;  had  sent  the  Bologna 
volume  and  those  needed  from  Siena,  which  seem  to  have  arrived  after 
B.  had  placed  his  commission  in  other  hands;  sends  description  and  flower 
of  the  new  Panciatica ;  Carminati’s  discoveries  on  the  gastric  juice  have  led 
to  some  remarkable  cures;  revival  of  the  art  of  painting  with  wax;  the  use 
of  Aloe  americana  for  making  sails.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  76-77 

15.  Florence 

1785  Nov.  15  Sends  two  species  of  Lathyrus  from  Barbary;  begs  B.  to 

send  him  some  Tahitian  music  for  Lord  Cowper,  or  if  he  has  none,  to  ask 
Dr.  Burney  for  it.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  80-81 

16.  Florence 

1786  Jan.  25  Has  procured  seeds  of  the  Lathyrus  from  Africa  and  also  of 

L.  sativus ;  its  toxic  effect  on  pigs,  for  which  Government  have  issued  a 
warning ;  it  would  be  valuable  if  experiments  could  be  made  on  condemned 
criminals  to  ascertain  if  the  effect  is  the  same  on  man  as  on  pigs;  wishes 
to  procure  from  Wedgwood  6  lb.  of  the  clay  from  which  thermometers  for 
furnaces  are  made;  also  wants  seeds  of  true  rhubarb  to  introduce  its 
cultivation;  will  send  Allioni’s  Flora  Pedetnontana.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  78-79 

17.  Florence 

1786  Dec.  1  Sends  by  Julin,  Swedish  Consul  in  Tunis,  seeds  from  Chile 

and  Arabia;  Julin  should  be  able  to  procure  interesting  specimens  for  B. 
from  Africa ;  hopes  the  articles  sent  by  Songa  have  arrived,  including  the 
great  work  by  Allioni.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  442-443 

18.  Florence 

1 787  May  1 6  Having  learned  from  Pliny  that  there  is  a  plant  which  was  an 

antidote  for  poisoning  by  the  seeds  of  the  Barbary  Lathyrus ,  he  concluded 
that  the  description  of  the  plant  applied  to  Inula  britannica,  which  he  has 
tested  and  found  efficacious ;  sends  seeds  of  Gaillardia  and  some  volumes 
of  Turin  Academy.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  444 

19.  Florence 

1787  Nov.  —  Gives  further  news  of  Wedgwood  by  whom  he  is  sending 

books  for  B.  from  Leghorn;  sends  his  brother’s  dissertation  on  the  theory 
of  vinous  fermentation  and  asks  if  and  how  he  could  obtain  membership 
of  English  learned  societies;  describes  an  experiment  on  a  hydrophobia 
patient,  which  was  unsuccessful;  discusses  the  method  of  payment  for 
books  sent.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  43-44 

20.  Florence 

1787  Dec.  1  Has  already  sent  a  brochure  on  Panciatica,  now  sends 

flower  and  leaf  of  the  plant ;  news  of  Wedgwood,  to  whom  he  has  given 

312 


Fabbroni,  Giovanni  Valentino  Mattia,  continued 

introductions  in  Naples,  where  he  wishes  to  see  the  Royal  Porcelain 


21.  Florence 

Factory;  returns  thanks  for  samples  of  white  clay,  and  to  Wedgwood, 
Senior,  for  other  samples  from  England.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  42 
1788  Jan.  5  Sends  list  of  prices  of  books  bought  for  B.;  repeats  his 

request  of  membership  of  some  English  Society  for  his  brother;  hopes  B. 
has  received  the  parcel  sent  in  charge  of  Wedgwood,  Junior.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  45 

22.  Florence 

1788  Jan.  18  Corrects  an  error  in  the  account  for  books  purchased; 

discusses  various  botanical  questions.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  46 

23.  Florence 

1788  Oct.  29  Discusses  various  scientific  matters  including  deaths 

caused  by  lightning;  sends  books,  including  some  by  his  brother  Adamo; 
hopes  B.  will  support  Adamo’s  candidature  for  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries; 
the  books  sent  have  been  dispatched  by  Betsey,  Capt.  Robert  Lancaster; 
the  travels  in  England  of  Grand  Duke  Come  [Cosmo]  III.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 72-1 73 

24.  [Florence 

1788  — ]  Has  obtained  the  illustrated  book  desired  by  B. ;  returns  thanks 

for  B.’s  good  offices  to  his  brother  and  offers  the  latest  publications  to 
whatever  society  B.  may  nominate  him  to.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  47 

25.  Florence 

1789  Feb.  5  Continues  botanical  discussion  of  the  previous  letters;  refers 

again  to  his  brother’s  candidature  to  Soc.  of  Antiquaries;  gives  resume  of 
the  travels  in  Britain  by  Grand  Duke  Cosmo  III  in  1668,  accompanied  by 
Magnalotti,  Sec.  of  Accad.  del  Cimento;  describes  [the  present]  Grand 
Duke’s  scientific  and  other  contacts  in  England ;  an  unsuccessful  experi¬ 
ment  in  a  case  of  hydrophobia  in  a  Florentine  hospital.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 74-1 75 

26.  Florence 

1789  Apl.  3  Introduces  Niccola  Fontana,  Surgeon  in  H.E.I.  Co.’s 

service  at  Calcutta;  the  drawing  ordered  by  B.  is  not  yet  finished.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  176 

27.  Florence 

1790  Mar.  15  Hopes  books  and  drawings  have  arrived  safely;  has  sent 

off  a  further  parcel,  via  Leghorn;  regrets  the  loss  of  his  own  and  his 
brother’s  letters  and  thanks  B.  for  having  assisted  the  latter  to  the  honour 
he  desired ;  announces  his  own  new  appointment  by  his  sovereign  as  sub¬ 
director  of  his  Cabinet  with  the  superintendence  of  the  economic  section ; 
asks  for  Vallancey’s  Irish  Grammar  and  a  Dictionary.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  306-307 

28.  Florence 

1790  July  10  Regrets  non-arrival  of  letters  to  B.,  probably  due  to  the 

upheavals  in  France;  renews  his  own  and  his  brother’s  thanks  for  the 
latter’s  election;  describes  experiments  on  methods  of  killing  silk- worms 
without  injuring  the  silk;  popular  disturbances  in  Florence.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  308-309 

29.  Florence 

1790  July  25  Describes  the  recent  disturbances  in  Florence;  sends  seeds 

of  Quinoa  du  Perou  and  requests  information  about  the  plant  and  method 
of  its  cultivation.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  310 

30.  Florence 

1791  Oct.  11  Has  applied  to  Songa  for  an  instrument  for  taking  samples 

of  earth  at  different  levels;  asks  B.  to  help  Songa  in  its  construction  with 
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31.  Florence 


32.  Florence 


33.  Florence 


34.  Florence 


35.  Florence 


36.  Florence 


his  advice;  is  sending  the  first  part  of  Soldani’s  Testaceo-Geografia  to 
replace  that  lost  in  transit ;  promises  to  obtain  seeds  from  Guinea  for  B. ; 
sends  list  of  new  plants  sown  [in  the  Botanic  Garden] ;  describes  a  solvent 
discovered  by  himself.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  29-30 

1791  Nov.  9  Has  sent  several  copies  of  the  book  by  Grand-Duke 
Leopold  and  of  his  own  on  fossil  coal,  printed  by  order  of  Government,  and 
desires  one  copy  of  each  to  be  sent  to  Kirwan;  mentions  offer  of  Tuscan 
Govt,  of  a  prize  of  500  sequins  to  the  first  contractor  to  work  the  Tuscan 
coal-mines;  sends  samples  of  the  local  “Crayon  Noir”  and  asks  B.  to 
communicate  them  to  the  artists’  societies;  sends  engraving  of  a  ram-like 
animal  and  asks  if  it  still  exists;  enquires  the  value  of  Tourmaline;  has 
bought  on  B.’s  behalf  a  new  book  on  the  minerals  of  Calabria.  [Note:  the 
engraving  was  sent  to  [Sir  Everard]  Home  who  returned  it  with  the 
comment  that  “he  thinks  it  is  inaccurate”.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  31-32 

1791  Dec.  12  Desires  detailed  instructions  for  using  the  borer  obtained 
for  him  in  England;  discusses  “fossil  coal”,  and  hopes  B.  will  make 
known  in  England  the  Tuscan  Government’s  offer  of  a  prize  for  successful 
large-scale  working ;  sends  drawing  of  a  rare  Ray,  called  Pesce  vacca  by  the 
fishermen;  regrets  that  Lord  Dalkeith  had  left  for  Rome  before  B.’s  letter 
of  introduction  could  be  acted  upon.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  402-403 

1792  May  3  Refers  to  Heaton’s  stay  in  Florence;  discusses  the  drawing 
of  the  animal  previously  sent  and  hopes  B.  received  drawing  of  a  rare 
Mediterranean  fish,  Raya  vacca  [Mobula  mohular] ;  requests  B.  to  send 
his  work  Dell'  Antracite  to  Kirwan ;  describes  a  method  of  distinguishing 
anthracite  from  common  coal;  asks  advice  in  having  instruments  made  in 
London  to  the  order  of  the  Tuscan  Government.  [French.] 

.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  35-36 
1792  May  29  Further  discussion  of  the  drawing  of  the  strange  animal 
previously  mentioned;  there  is  a  breed  of  sheep  in  the  Duchy  of  Aosta 
which  it  resembles;  his  brother  has  sent  to  B.  for  presentation  to  Soc.  of 
Antiquaries  Eloge  Hist.  d'Americ  Vespucci  and  hopes  to  hear  of  its  safe 
arrival;  refers  to  the  fish  Raya;  has  improved  the  method  of  preparing 
“Kaiser’s  pills” ;  enquires  about  an  astronomical  instrument  for  which  he 
had  asked  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  33-34 

1792  July  14  Thanks  B.  for  sending  “Wallancy”,  [The  book  by  Charles 
Vallancey]  and  a  dictionary  [of  the  Celtic  language] ;  sends  various  books 
to  B.,  including  a  part  of  Soldani’s  work  on  microscopic  shells,  and  a 
pamphlet  by  his  brother  on  the  strange  ram  mentioned  in  previous  letters 
[Dell'  Ariete  Gutturato,  1792];  refers  to  his  brother’s  work  on  Amerigo 
Vespucci;  enquires  urgently  for  the  instruments  ordered  from  London; 
would  not  recommend  Patrini’s  new  work  on  Mineralogy.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  128-129 
1792  Aug.  1  Suggests  sending  to  B.  Vol.  7  of  the  Commentaires  of  the 
Bologna  Acad,  containing  Galvani’s  paper  De  Virihus  Electricitatis,  etc., 
describing  his  experiments  on  frogs;  discusses  the  electrical  experiments 
of  Volta  of  Pavia;  the  Tuscan  Govt,  is  pressing  for  news  of  the  instruments 
ordered.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  37-38 
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37.  Florence  1792  Nov.  16  Is  sending  by  Blagden  a  resume  of  recent  experiments  in 
“animal  electricity”;  and  by  sea,  various  books  and  pamphlets;  asks  B. 
to  send  his  brother’s  diploma  of  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries;  mentions  the 
Duchess  of  Devonshire;  asks  B.  to  send  a  specimen  of  Adamantine  Spar 
for  the  Royal  collection;  scientific  news.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  1 30-1 31 


38.  [Florence 


39.  Florence 


40.  Florence 


41.  Florence 


42.  Florence 


1794  June  — ]  Describes  a  strange  phenomenon  observed  in  the  sky  on 

1 6th  June  following  the  great  eruption  of  Vesuvius  when  a  large  fiery 
cloud  ascended  the  sky  and  was  seen  in  many  distant  parts  of  Italy,  where 
numbers  of  meteorites  fell,  resembling  little  balls  of  glass;  those  which 
fell  in  water  caused  it  to  boil  and  emit  columns  of  steam;  has  sent  various 
consignments  of  books  to  B. ;  these  are  in  return  for  the  Celtic  grammar 
and  dictionary  received  from  B.  [See  No.  35.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  323-324 

1795  Dec.  19  Sends  copies  of  a  book  for  Lady  Webster  and  for  B.,  the 
Catalogue  of  his  Botanic  Garden,  to  which  some  plates  have  been  added 
of  new  plants  published  by  Santi  in  his  Viaggio  al  Monte  Amiate\  the 
discovery  in  Ireland  [of  gold]  means  more  for  the  Government  than  the 
naturalist;  rights  of  landowners  in  Ireland  and  Tuscany  compared;  wishes 
B.  to  buy  for  him  certain  fossils ;  hears  that  a  Kangaroo  is  for  sale  in  London 
and  asks  the  price ;  effect  of  the  Revolution  in  France  on  science ;  discussion 
of  various  plants  and  other  scientific  topics.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  347-348 

1796  May  3  Flas  had  no  news  and  hopes  his  various  parcels  have  arrived ; 

sends  for  Lady  Webster  two  of  the  little  stones  that  fell  in  the  hot  rain 
at  Siena;  experimenters  in  Pisa  have  found  that  mercury  produces 
symptoms  of  hydrophobia  in  dogs ;  repeats  some  of  the  questions  in  his  last 
letter;  political  news  of  the  war  in  Italy;  strength  of  the  French  armed 
forces.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  349-350 

1800  Aug.  1  Asks  B.  to  obtain  a  British  passport  for  Dr.  Sacco  who  is 
travelling  to  the  Indies;  asks  if  B.  has  found  his  idea  of  floating  bricks 
worth  considering  as  a  protection  against  fire  in  ships;  he  will  never  forget 
the  kindness  he  received  from  B.  during  his  stay  in  England.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  239-240 

1802  Sept.  20  Introduces  Prof.  Aldini,  nephew  of  Galvani;  has  been  to 
Paris  for  the  Commission  on  Weights  and  Measures  and  wrote  to  B.  twice, 
but  owing  to  war,  the  letters  probably  miscarried ;  Aldini  is  a  good  scholar 
and  professor  at  Bologna.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  387 


FABRICIU S,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Wife  of  J.  C.  Fabricius 

1.  London  1782  July  4  Pleads  in  a  long,  effusive  and  querulous  letter  that  she  is 

unable,  on  her  husband’s  small  salary,  to  educate  her  sons;  she  therefore 
asks  B.  if  he  will  send  Fabricius  on  an  expedition  to  collect  specimens  in 
Spain  in  which  she  also  would  accompany  him  as  assistant. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  157-158 

2.  London  1782  Aug.  2  She  is  distressed  that  B.  has  misunderstood  her  motives 

and  character  in  his  reply  to  her  letter.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  162-163 
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FABRICIUS,  Johann  Christian  (1745-1808).  Entomologist 

1.  Copenhagen  1773  Nov.  10  He  will  send  plants  to  B.  and  also  make  up  a  small  collec¬ 

tion  of  northern  minerals.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  27-28 

2.  Copenhagen  1774  Oct.  28  Reports  on  books  sent  off  to  B.,  and  on  a  sale  that  has  been 


3.  Flensburg 

postponed;  asks  for  a  glass  vessel  in  which  to  make  Spa  Water;  thanks  B. 
for  his  gift  to  his  wife;  he  intends  to  send  some  Minerals  to  Greville;  a 
collection  of  Norwegian  Ores  has  been  purchased;  sends  a  list  of  books 
he  wishes  to  be  sent  by  Heydinger  Wolff  [George  Wolff  of  Wellclose 
Square,  Danish  Consul] ;  he  has  sent  a  box  of  specimens  for  various 
people  to  Wolff.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  75-76 

1776  Jan.  4  Enquires  if  in  the  collections  brought  back  by  Forster  and 

Sparrman  there  are  any  new  Insects;  if  so,  he  would  much  like  to  see 
them ;  he  has  moved  to  Kiel  and  therefore  his  wife’s  visits  to  England  will 
be  less  frequent.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  77-78 

4.  Kiel 

1776  Apl.  29  Speaks  of  Edinger  ( q.v .),  who  has  just  returned  from 

England  and  has  seen  the  fine  collections  of  plants  from  the  Cape;  asks 
again  about  the  Insects  of  Forster  and  Sparrman;  progress  of  his  work, 
Genera  Insectorum.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  79-80 

5.  Hamburg 

1776  May  29  Sends  B.  his  new  book,  Sy sterna  Entomologica,  also  a  part 

of  Niebuhr’s  work,  and  promises  to  send  the  plates ;  asks  for  drawings  of 
Buprestis  as  he  is  now  working  upon  that  genus. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  81 

6.  Kiel 

1778  Jan.  3  Informs  B.  that  his  children  have  smallpox;  he  thanks  him 

for  his  efforts  to  obtain  drawings  of  Bupestris,  but  he  has  had  to  give  up 
work  upon  that  genus;  is  sending  for  B.  and  Solander  copies  of  his 
Genera  Insectorum ;  he  hopes  to  see  or  hear  from  his  English  friends. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  157-158 

7.  Kiel 

1778  May  14  Sends  a  list  of  books  bought  for  B.  at  a  sale;  thanks  him 

for  his  offer  to  dispose  of  the  few  remaining  copies  of  his  book;  he  intends 
to  visit  Norway  in  the  summer  and  hopes  soon  to  bring  his  wife  to  England ; 
speaks  of  his  forthcoming  Philosophia  Entomologica. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  155-156 

8.  Kiel 

1778  Nov.  1  Thanks  B.  for  his  invitation,  but  doubts  if  he  will  get  leave 

to  go  to  England  as  he  went  to  Norway  in  the  summer;  he  feels  sure  that 
England  will  be  victorious  over  the  French  and  Spaniards;  his  journey  to 
Norway  was  successful  and  he  brought  back  many  alpine  plants,  etc. ;  he 
is  pleased  that  B.  is  satisfied  with  the  prices  of  the  books  he  bought  for 
him  in  the  sale;  enquires  if  Lynyberg  is  in  London  as  it  is  feared  in  Kiel 
that  he  has  been  captured  by  a  privateer.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  159-160 

9.  Kiel 

1779  Jan.  8  Congratulates  B.  on  the  Presidency  of  R.S. ;  hopes  to  come 

to  England  to  see  new  discoveries;  reports  on  the  progress  of  the  Academy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  197-198 

10.  Kiel  1780  Aug.  12  Has  sent  books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  for  B.  and  others;  their 

prices;  hopes  they  will  arrive  safely.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  199-200 

11.  Kiel  1781  June  27  Sends  a  copy  of  his  Species  Insectorum]  cannot  send  the 

Mantissa  of  Linnaeus  as  it  is  not  yet  published;  inquires  whether  the 
Duchess  of  Portland  wants  Geve’s  book  on  shells,  as  he  might  be  able  to 
obtain  a  copy;  sends  compliments  to  Greville. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  24-25 
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12.  Kiel  1781  Nov.  23  Has  been  obliged  to  postpone  his  journey  to  England 

because  of  stormy  weather.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  26-27 

13.  Kiel  1783  Sept.  21  Sends  books  to  B.;  and  plans  of  the  channel  cut  at  Troll- 


14.  Kiel 

haetta,  to  William  Coxe ;  proposes  a  tour  to  Vienna,  Hungary,  Switzerland 
and  part  of  Germany;  asks  B.  for  list  of  books  and  dissertations  wanted,  as 
he  may  be  able  to  obtain  many  during  his  tour;  is  trying  to  obtain  Holm’s 
book  on  Mosses  for  B.,  which  was  never  published,  only  20  copies  printed 
for  presentation ;  has  heard  rumours  of  Duke  of  Bedford’s  intended 
overland  journey  to  China;  asks  if  Broussonet  has  been  appointed  at 
Montpellier.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  164 

1784  Mar.  17  Has  collected  a  number  of  books  for  B.;  had  intended  to 

visit  England  but  is  frightened  by  reports  of  street-robberies;  will  visit 
Austria  and  Hungary  instead ;  sends  greetings  to  Schlanbusch  and 
Greville.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  279 

15.  Kiel 

1786  May  3  Sends  a  book  by  Ehlers  (q.v.)  who  is  coming  to  London;  he 

has  had  so  many  Insects  in  the  last  two  years,  that  he  is  unable  to  describe 
them  all;  hopes  his  Mantissa  will  be  published  next  year;  is  going  to  St. 
Petersburg  via  Copenhagen,  returning  in  the  autumn;  if  B.  desires  any 
commissions,  asks  him  to  write  to  him  care  of  Pallas  or  Thunberg. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  305 

16.  Kiel 

1787  May  2  Has  just  received  B.’s  letter  asking  for  samples  of  wool  and 

their  prices ;  there  is  more  to  be  had  in  the  west  of  Holstein ;  will  bring 
samples  when  he  visits  London  in  the  summer;  in  the  last  two  years  has 
been  to  Vienna  and  St.  Petersburg;  his  Mantissa  is  nearly  ready  for 
publication.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  441 

17.  Kiel 

1805  Feb.  8  Relates  reminiscences  of  New  Burlington  Street  and  Soho 

Square  when  he  was  young,  but  now  all  is  changed ;  B.  has  entered  public 
life  and  is  loaded  with  honours,  while  he  (F.)  has  remained  quietly  studying 
Insects ;  the  English  friends  of  his  youth  are  now  his  opponents  and  abuse 
his  system  which  they  do  not  understand  and  charge  him  with  ingratitude 
to  Linnaeus,  whereas  he  is  his  fervent  admirer  and  adheres  closely  to  his 
principles;  would  like  to  visit  England  once  more,  but  fears  travelling  in 
war-time ;  he  will  come  if  peace  is  declared ;  is  anxious  to  obtain  Epicuri 
de  Rerum  Natura;  asks  for  news  of  his  old  friends  Greville,  Sir  Wm. 

Hamilton  and  others.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  385-386 

FADEN,  William  (1750-1836).  Bookseller  and  Printer 


1.  Charing 
Cross 

1798  Feb.  17  Having  applied  to  the  Master-General  of  Ordnance  for 

leave  to  publish  the  continuation  of  the  Trigonometrical  Survey  begun 
by  the  late  Col.  [Edward]  Williams  in  the  same  volume  as  the  first  part  by 
Gen.  Roy,  he  was  informed  by  Capt.  Mudge  that  as  the  papers  applied  for 
had  been  published  in  Phil.  Trans,  it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  the 
permission  of  R.S.;  requests  B.  to  grant  permission.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  190 

2.  [Soho  Square  1798  Feb.  — ]  *  His  reply  has  been  delayed  as  he  is  confined  by  gout; 


3.  Charing 
Cross 

he  will  lay  the  petition  before  the  next  meeting  of  R.S.  and  feels  certain 
that  permission  will  be  granted.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  190  (2) 

1798  Mar.  19  Returns  thanks  for  permission  to  reprint  Col.  Williams’s 

Survey  from  Phil.  Trans. ;  he  has  received  the  corrections  to  Gen.  Roy’s 
paper  and  all  the  calculations  have  been  checked.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  194 
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FAGEL,  Hendrik,  Baron  (1765-1838).  Dutch  Ambassador 

x.  Whitehall  1819  Oct.  13  Introduces  Lieut.  Roentgen,  whose  brother  lost  his  life 
while  on  an  expedition  for  the  African  Association,  and  requests  that  B. 
will  permit  him  to  use  his  library.  Brabourne,  166 


FALCONER,  Thomas  (1738-1792).  Classical  Scholar;  Recorder  of  Chester 

1.  Chester  1768  Feb.  15  Thanks  B.  for  his  account  of  the  rare  animal  mentioned  by 

Strabo  as  confined  to  Sardinia  and  discusses  its  identity  with  the  Musimon 
[1 Ovis  musimon,  Schreber] ;  quotes  philological  evidence  and  refers  to 
Aelian,  etc. ;  Sardinia  was  then,  as  now,  unconquered  and  the  Powers  of 
Europe  have  transferred  the  nominal  possession  of  it  from  one  to  another ; 
in  B.’s  proposed  northern  journey,  suggests  that  he  should  visit  Lapland, 
where  the  geography,  fauna  and  manners  of  the  people  should  be  recorded; 
he  has  received  from  Dr.  Cullen  the  Systema  Metallorum  of  Dr.  [Axel 
Frederic]  Cronstedt,  a  Swedish  scientist;  discusses  the  nature  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  metals  and  their  ores.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  18-19 

D.T.C.  1.  17-18 

2.  Chester  1768  Apl.  16  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter,  from  which  he  learns  that  his 

intended  journey  is  to  be  far  more  extensive  than  he  imagined;  B.  is  now 
well  qualified  to  investigate  the  Natural  History,  etc.  of  undiscovered 
lands  and  the  many  additions  to  our  knowledge  that  are  still  needed; 
refers  to  previous  voyages  of  discovery;  Pennant  has  now  returned  from 
his  travels  and  has  informed  him  more  fully  of  B.’s  plans. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  22 
D.T.C.  1.  20-22 


3.  Brampton 


4.  New  Bur¬ 
lington 
Street 


5.  Chester 


1772  Jan.  7  *  He  has  been  busily  engaged  in  preparing  for  his  voyage, 
collecting  equipment,  engaging  artists  to  accompany  him,  etc.,  besides 
visiting  friends  before  his  departure;  he  is  also  revising  the  account  of 
[Cook’s  First]  Voyage  which  has  been  sent  to  him  by  the  Admiralty,  and 
in  which  he  has  inserted  all  the  observations  relating  to  Natural  History; 
he  will  be  pleased  to  make  any  observations  on  matters  for  which  F. 
desires  information;  outlines  the  plans  for  [Cook’s  Second]  Voyage,  the 
route  of  which  will  be  to  go  by  the  Cape  to  New  Holland  and  thence 
towards  the  South  Pole.  [This  letter,  together  with  Nos.  4  and  5,  was 
formerly  in  the  possession  of  Dawson  Turner,  bound  in  a  volume  with  the 
original  drawings,  etc.  D.T.  Manuscripts  Sale,  1859,  Lot  26.] 

Hawley  Coll. 

1 773  Jan.  12  *  He  has  been  disappointed  in  his  intended  voyage  to  the 

South  Seas,  but  as  he  intends  to  go  on  the  next  voyage,  he  has  retained  the 
artists  and  others  he  had  engaged,  and  he  and  his  party  have  decided 
meanwhile  to  undertake  a  shorter  voyage;  he  decided  upon  Iceland,  by 
way  of  the  Western  Isles;  describes  in  detail  the  physical  characters, 
industries,  inhabitants,  etc.,  of  each  island  visited  in  turn;  gives  a  full 
account  of  the  kelp  industry  and  description  of  Staffa,  Fingal’s  cave,  etc. ; 
thence  they  proceeded  to  Iceland.  [See  note  to  No.  3  ;  this  long  descriptive 
letter  is  of  about  4,500  words.]  Hawley  Coll. 

1773  Jan.  16  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter,  containing  “so  large  a  communica¬ 
tion  of  knowledge”  ;  his  kinsman  Pennant  was  disappointed  of  visiting  St. 
Kilda;  previous  accounts  of  the  Western  Isles  are  unreliable;  comments 
on  B.’s  account  of  the  whirlpool  of  Scaba,  of  the  making  of  kelp,  and  of  the 
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Falconer,  Thomas,  continued 

Island  of  Staffa;  he  hopes  B.  will  send  him  more  information  about 
Iceland;  he  has  seen  at  Oxford  some  of  the  curiosities  brought  by  B.  from 
Otaheite  and  New  Zealand.  Kew:  B.C.  i.  32 

D.T.C.  1.  43-45 


6.  New  Bur¬ 
lington 
Street 


7.  Chester 


8.  [Chester 


9.  Chester 


1 773  Apl.  2*  Describes  his  arrival  in  Iceland  on  29th  Aug.  1772,  to 
which  he  sailed  from  the  Island  of  Lewis  on  the  18th;  the  party  were 
courteously  received  by  the  Governor,  who  allotted  them  the  vacant 
houses  of  some  Danish  merchants;  he  was  six  weeks  ashore  and  visited 
as  much  of  the  Island  as  possible,  including  a  13  days’  journey  on  horse¬ 
back  to  Hecla ;  describes  the  volcanic  phenomena,  lava-beds,  hot  springs, 
geysers,  etc.;  since  he  returned,  he  has  made  a  trip  to  Holland  [12th  Feb. 
to  22nd  Mar.  1773];  Pennant  is  now  in  London  and  he  has  lent  him  his 
journal  and  drawings  of  the  Western  Isles  and  Iceland ;  in  a  PS.  states  that 
he  is  preparing  to  accompany  an  expedition  under  Capt.  Phipps,  to  ap¬ 
proach  as  near  as  possible  to  the  North  Pole.  [This  was  the  Racehorse 
expedition  in  which  Nelson  took  part,  but  B.  eventually  withdrew  from  it. 
See  note  to  No.  3.]  Haioley  Coll. 

1773  Apl.  17  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  [No.  5]  containing  so  much 
information  on  Iceland,  a  country  with  which  he  is  totally  unacquainted ; 
discusses  volcanoes  and  hot  springs;  urges  B.  to  publish  his  Iceland 
Journal;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  the  intended  voyage  towards  the  North 
Pole  is  to  be  under  the  command  of  so  able  an  officer  as  Phipps. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  34 
D.T.C.  1.  49-50 

1773  May  17]  Discusses  the  specific  gravity  of  salt  water;  has  heard  that 
B.  now  contemplates  a  Mediterranean  journey;  there  is  much  to  be  ob¬ 
served  and  added  to  the  accounts  of  that  region  already  published; 
suggests  that  B.  should  carry  out  the  plan  of  the  late  [Benjamin]  Stilling- 
fleet,  the  compilation  of  a  Catalogue  of  the  plants  of  Africa. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.35 
D.T.C.  1.  51-53 


1773  Dec.  8  He  considers  that  in  Polar  exploration  Iceland  would  be 
a  better  rendezvous  than  Spitzbergen;  the  exploration  of  Africa  is  very 
desirable.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  42 


FALLEN,  Carl  Frederic  (1764-1830).  Entomologist 

1.  Lund  1808  Oct.  17  This  letter  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Rosenschiold,  Professor 

of  Medicine;  encloses  some  papers  of  his  own  for  B.’s  library;  has  been 
collecting  for  25  years,  mainly  Insects;  notes  on  the  various  orders 
represented  in  Sweden  and  the  numbers  of  genera;  has  been  careful  to 
collect  males  and  females  of  each  species,  and  hopes  to  be  able  to  elaborate 
what  Gyllenhall  had  been  unable  to  complete.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  33-34 


FARDELL,  John.  Registrar  of  Lincoln  Diocese 

1.  Lincoln  1801  Sept.  30  He  has  searched  the  Registry  but  can  find  nothing  to  con¬ 
firm  that  Tumby  and  Kirkby  Bain  are  separate  parishes  or  that  they  have 
ever  been  united;  sends  extract  from  a  Terrier  of  1611.  Hill  Coll.  3.  44 
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FAREY,  John  (1766-1826).  Geologist 

1.  Woburn  1802  Feb.  11  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  enclosing  Hatchett’s  analysis  of  the 

green  earth,  etc.;  is  making  a  geological  map  of  the  Woburn  district;  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  introduced  him  to  a  land-surveyor,  Wm.  Smith,  who  has 
carried  out  extensive  surveys  of  Woburn  Park  and  its  subsoil  in  connection 
with  improving  the  water-supply  of  Woburn  Abbey;  urged  by  Smith,  he 
has  made  an  extensive  geological  survey  of  the  area  and  the  surrounding 
districts.  D.T.C.  13.  21-26 

2.  [Woburn  1802 — ]  Map  inscribed  “A  Sketch  of  Pig’s-Park  Vale  near  the  Town  of 

Woburn  in  Bedfordshire  (scale  about  15  chains  to  an  inch),  shewing  the 
situation  of  the  Wells  sunk  in  December  1799  for  ascertaining  the  original 
junction  of  this  Vale  with  the  Vale  of  Woburn,  by  John  Farey  of  Woburn.” 

Dawson  MS.  47.  65-66 


3.  [Woburn  1802—]  Measurements  and  description  of  nine  sections  through  the 
subsoil  at  Woburn  with  the  nature  of  the  strata  at  the  depths  at  which 
water  was  found.  Dawson  MS.  47.  63-64 


FAREY,  John  (1791-1851).  Civil  Engineer 

1.  Crown  St.,  1814  Sept.  2  Description  of  an  electrical  machine  made  by  Azzolini; 
Westminster  also  describes  a  musical  instrument  on  exhibition  in  London,  with  printed 
handbill  used  as  a  ticket  of  admission.  [See  also  Ayrton,  W.,  and 
Salomon,  J.  P.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  73-74 


FARQUHAR,  Sir  Walter  (1738-1819).  Physician 

1.  Gt.  179°  June  20  Sends  letter  from  Dr.  Duncan  of  Travancore;  D.  being 

Marlborough  well  able  to  supply  information  on  Natural  History,  etc.,  will  communicate 
Street  to  him  any  wishes  of  B.  on  the  subject.  [Corr.  between  F.  and  B.  on 

Edward  Gibbon,  see  N.R.R.S. ,  7,  75.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  1 

FARQUHARSON,  Gregory 

1.  Wilderwick  1795  July  24  A  dissertation  upon  the  use  of  yeast  in  baking  and  brewing; 

Plouse  opposition  to  its  use  by  brewers,  millers  and  others.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  126 

2.  [Soho  Square  1795]  July  30*  As  he  is  President  of  R.S.  and  not  of  the  Brewers’ 

Association,  his  researches  can  only  interest  him  as  a  private  individual, 
and  should  be  addressed  to  the  public  and  not  to  him. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  126  (2) 


FARQUHARSON,  Richard 

1.  Tanner’s  1790  May  6  News  of  survivors  from  a  wreck;  Polhill  is  believed  to  be 
Hill,  safe,  but  the  fate  of  Smith  the  botanist  is  doubtful;  is  annoyed  at  the 

Deptford  publication  of  his  journal  in  the  newspapers  through  a  breach  of  confi¬ 
dence  of  Bateman  of  Bengal,  who  copied  it.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  10 

FATTORI,  Santo.  Secretary,  Societa  Italiana  di  Scienze 

1.  Modena  1818  Apl.  23  Is  sending  by  the  hand  of  Cav.  Giaccomo  Gabriele  Caccia 
copies  of  the  Memorie  della  Societa  Italiana  di  Scienze ,  for  Banks,  for 
Herschel  and  for  R.S.;  requests  Phil.  Trans,  for  the  society’s  library. 
[French.]  Brabourne,  104-105 


320 


FAUJAS 
i.  Paris 


2.  Paris 


3.  Paris 


4.  Paris 


5.  Paris 


6.  Paris 


7.  Paris 

8.  Paris 


9.  Paris 


10.  Paris 


21 — B.L. 


DE  ST.  FOND,  Barthelemy  (1741-1819).  Traveller  and  Savant 

1779  Feb.  23  Sends  copy  of  his  memoir  on  the  extinct  volcanoes  of 
Vivarais  and  Velay  for  R.S.  [Grenoble  and  Paris,  1778];  states  that  the 
first  discovery  of  volcanic  action  in  France  was  made  in  1750  by  Olzendorff 
and  Bowles  and  that  they  were  followed  by  Guettard  and  Desmarest; 
adds  a  work  on  Italy  in  which  he  collaborated  [Palissy,  B.,  Giuvres,  Paris, 
1 777] ;  offers  duplicates  from  his  collection.  [Note  by  B.  “See  de  Saus- 
sure.”]  [ French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  250-251 

1782  Aug.  30  Sends  first  vol.  of  his  Natural  History  of  Dauphine  and  his 
memoir  on  volcanic  cement  [Amsterdam,  1780];  asks  for  last  two  vols.  of 
Phil.  Trans,  and  a  pocket-lens  by  Dollond.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  79-80 

1783  Jan.  8  Returns  thanks  for  books  received  and  is  sending  others  in 
return;  offers  his  work  on  the  volcanic  products  of  France,  Germany,  etc., 
as  soon  as  published;  asks  for  a  copy  of  B.’s  work  on  his  travels  [it  was 
never  written],  and  the  account  of  Cook’s  Third  Voyage;  describes  a 
recent  experiment  by  Lavoisier  at  which  he  was  present.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  168-169 

1783  Mar.  4  Thanks  B.  for  news  of  Priestley’s  latest  experiments  of 
which  he  desires  full  details;  asks  B.  for  the  illustrated  account  of  Stafra 
in  Pennant’s  Tour;  forthcoming  scientific  works  in  France;  sends  a  new 
Voyage  de  Rome.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  170-171 

1783  July  28  Returns  thanks  for  Pennant’s  Travels  and  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  to  Blagden,  whom  he  has  put  in  touch  with  the  leading  savants; 
encloses  particulars  of  an  important  experiment  in  physics;  hears  Sir 
William  Hamilton  has  made  a  tour  in  Calabria  and  asks  for  his  Fondon 
address.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  1 72-1 73 

1783  Nov.  1  Sends  letter  by  Argand,  a  collaborator  of  Montgolfier,  who 
can  give  full  details  of  the  “machine  aerostatique” ;  will  send  his  own  work 
on  the  same  subject  as  soon  as  published;  news  of  death  of  d’Alembert 
from  stone ;  applies  tentatively  for  his  vacancy  in  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  1 74-1 75 

1785  Apl.  20  Introduces  Anisston  Duperon,  Director-general  of  the 
Royal  Printing  Press ;  technical  details  of  the  methods  he  has  introduced. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  82 

1785  May  1  Introduces  three  Frenchmen,  relations,  who  are  members 
of  the  magistracy;  the  King  [of  France],  inspired  by  Cook’s  voyages,  has 
planned  an  expedition  to  the  South  Seas,  including  La  Peyrouse,  an 
astronomer,  and  Lamanon  as  naturalist.  [Fre?ich.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  83 

1786  July  17  Introduces  Rigaud  de  Liste,  a  young  traveller  interested  in 

Natural  Science;  De  Saussure’s  second  vol.  is  printed;  the  controversy 
over  the  conversion  of  air  into  water  and  vice  versa ;  would  like  to  know  the 
opinions  of  Cavendish,  Priestley  and  Watt ;  requests  B.  to  forward  enclosed 
packet  to  Lord  Dundonald,  near  Edinburgh.  [French.]  [Note  by  B.  “Sent 
letter  to  Mr.  Cochran.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  306-307 

1786  Aug.  16  Introduces  an  antiquary  (not  named);  sends  a  small  book 
printed  on  paper  made  from  giant  mallow  with  samples  made  from  other 
plants  [cf.  Broussonet,  No.  73] ;  a  man  has  brought  200  lb.  of  very  pure 
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Faujas  de 


ii.  Paris 


12.  Paris 


13.  Paris 


14.  Paris 


15.  Paris 


16.  Paris 


17.  Paris 


18.  Paris 


St.  Fond,  Barthelemy,  continued 

platinum  from  Peru,  which  should  make  telescope  reflectors ;  desires  B.  to 
inform  Herschel  that  it  is  for  sale  [cf.  ibid.  No.  65].  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  308-309 

1787  Mar.  8  Introduces  Meyer  of  Copenhagen  who  has  been  travelling 
in  Italy;  there  is  no  scientific  news;  has  just  brought  from  one  of  his  farms 
for  the  Cabinet  du  Roi,  a  fine  Beaver  weighing  54  lb.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  445-446 

1788  May  12  Describes  the  successful  cultivation  of  Chinese  Hemp  on 

his  estates  in  the  S.  of  France,  from  seeds  given  to  him  by  Broussonet  from 
B.;  death  of  Buffon;  politics  becoming  epidemic  in  Europe,  to  the  great 
injury  of  science;  disapproves  of  the  new  Nomenclature  Chymique. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  48-49 

1797  Dec.  27  Has  sent  the  published  account  of  his  journey  to  England, 
Scotland  and  the  Hebrides,  but  fears  it  has  gone  astray,  and  sends  another 
copy;  compliments  B.  on  his  action  in  saving  the  collections  of  Labillar- 
diere  for  France.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  453 

1800  Apl.  26  His  earlier  letters  may  not  have  reached  B.;  he  did  all  he 
could  for  Fydell  in  Paris,  a  very  good-natured  person;  Fydell  had  written 
from  Montpellier,  but  neither  Broussonet  nor  his  brother  were  there  then; 
is  sending  part  of  the  publication  of  the  Nat.  Hist,  of  Mt.  St.  Pierre;  the 
7th  and  8th  vols.  are  in  the  press;  has  already  asked  B.  for  his  library 
catalogue,  which  is  not  on  sale  in  Paris.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  59 

1800  Dec.  6  Has  received  B.’s  letter  sent  by  Fydell;  he  did  all  he  could 
for  him  in  Paris  and  two  of  his  friends  took  him  south  in  their  carriage, 
where  he  will  be  close  to  Montpellier,  if  his  health  requires  a  warmer 
climate;  thanks  him  for  Delaunay’s  book  and  for  his  library  catalogue; 
notes  on  recently  published  books,  including  one  by  de  Candolle.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  55-56 

1801  June  3  Sends  this  letter  by  Dree  ( q.v .),  Dolomieu’s  brother-in-law; 
Dolomieu  is  now  happily  back  again  and  busy  with  his  scientific  work; 
Dree  has  one  of  the  best  collections  in  Paris;  Fydell  is  in  Paris  again, 
greatly  improved  in  health;  if  any  news  of  Baudin  should  come  to  the 
British  Admiralty,  he  will  be  very  glad  to  know  it.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  57-58 

1802  July  —  Has  been  away  for  ten  weeks,  six  of  which  he  spent  on  his 
estates,  occupied  with  botany  and  his  plantations  of  trees  from  the  Indies; 
the  other  four  months  he  was  in  the  mountains,  studying  rocks;  is  prepar¬ 
ing  a  work  on  the  Theory  of  the  Earth,  also  further  parts  of  his  work  on 
Mt.  St.  Pierre ;  Dufresne,  one  of  the  assistants  in  the  Museum,  is  taking 
this  letter,  as  he  goes  to  England  to  try  to  procure  an  Elephant  for  the 
menagerie ;  he  has  a  fine  collection  of  his  own.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  243-244 

1802  Oct.  —  Is  sending  B.  the  6th  and  7th  parts  of  the  Nat.  Hist,  of 
Mt.  St.  Pierre,  of  which  there  will  be  10  parts  in  all,  with  60  plates;  the 
Museum  is  very  grateful  to  B.  for  the  rare  quadruped  from  New  Holland. 
[See  Desfontaines,  R.  L.] ;  invites  B.  to  consider  passing  some  months 
with  his  French  colleagues,  the  pure  air  of  Montpellier,  Avignon,  etc.,  will 
benefit  his  health  more  than  the  winter  climate  of  London.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  245-246 
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Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  Barthelemy,  continued 


19.  Paris 

1803  Jan.  17  Sends  the  4th  vol.  of  Annales  du  Museum  and  hopes  the 

earlier  vols.  reached  him  safely;  Cuchet  is  going  to  London  with  a  new 
filter  for  water  which  has  been  very  successful  in  France;  his  own  health 
has  greatly  benefited  by  drinking  filtered  water  and  others  have  noted  its 
good  effects ;  hopes  B.  will  receive  Cuchet  with  his  usual  kindness ;  his  essays 
on  geology,  etc.,  are  being  printed  and  will  be  sent  to  B.  as  soon  as  ready. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  247-248 

20.  Soho  Square 

1803  July  29  *  Immediately  on  hearing  of  the  capture  of  the  plates  of 

Cetacea  he  wrote  to  his  agent  at  Yarmouth  to  purchase  them  at  a  fair 
price;  Deschamps  ( q.v .)  arrived  as  a  prisoner;  the  British  Government 
will  purchase  the  valuable  part  of  his  collections  and  return  them  to  him 
gratis;  the  property  is  now  in  the  Custom  House  in  London  and  will  be 
forwarded  to  Calais.  [N.R.R.S.  9.  282.]  D.T.C.  14.  101-102 

21.  Paris 

1809  Dec.  30  Introduces  Laine  and  Buard,  both  mineralogists;  the  latter 

has  written  two  books  on  the  subject;  is  sending  by  them  a  work  of  his 
own,  of  which  only  60  copies  have  been  printed,  all  for  presentation; 
will  soon  send  Vol.  2  of  his  Essais  de  Geologie ;  the  new  wing  of  the  Museum 
is  nearly  completed;  it  is  appropriated  to  Botany  and  will  house  the  famous 
Herbaria;  news  of  recent  publications  in  Nat.  Hist.,  Chemistry,  etc.;  his 
own  interest  in  fossils  and  shells  makes  him  desirous  of  making  contact 
with  English  dealers  or  collectors  who  would  exchange  duplicates  with 
him;  asks  B.  if  he  can  put  him  in  touch  with  suitable  persons.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  54-55 

22.  Paris 

1810  Apl.  4  His  son  and  Gen.  Ernouf  are  prisoners  of  war  at  Bishop’s 

Waltham;  asks  B.  as  a  personal  favour  to  move  for  their  release  on  parole, 
or  at  least  for  inclusion  in  the  first  exchange  of  prisoners.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  69-70 

23.  Paris 

1810  May  24  Sends  second  part  of  Vol.  2  of  his  Essais,  the  first  part 

having  been  taken  by  Laine,  and  hopes  both  have  reached  him;  has 
written  twice  to  B.  to  ask  his  help  to  secure  the  release  of  his  son  Col. 
Faujas  who  commanded  the  troops  at  Guadeloupe,  and  his  superior 
officer  Gen.  Ernouf,  both  of  whom  with  their  aides-de-camp  are  prisoners 
at  Bishop’s  Waltham;  his  son’s  health  has  suffered  from  prolonged 
deprivation;  repeats  his  entreaty  to  B.  to  secure  their  release.  [French.  B.’s 
efforts  were  evidently  successful,  as  in  a  letter  to  Faujas,  dated  Soho 
Square,  11  Feb.  1811,  he  mentions  that  he  has  seen  his  son,  who  will  soon 
be  permitted  to  return  home.  ( Geneva ,  Bibl.  Publ.  et  Universitaire).] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  67-68 

24.  Paris 

1818  Aug.  6  Recommends  the  bearer,  Eichwald  of  Courland;  large 

numbers  of  foreigners  are  visiting  the  scientific  institutions  of  France; 
since  so  many  French  savants  have  taken  to  dabbling  in  politics,  science 
is  neglected;  recommends  B.  to  drink  coffee  copiously  for  his  health;  is 
working  upon  the  4th  vol.  of  his  Essais  de  Geologie.  [French.] 

Brabourne,  i 09-110 

FAUQUIER,  William.  Registrar  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath 

1.  [Clifford  1795  June  29  Informs  B.  that  the  King  has  signified  his  intention  to 


Street] 

invest  him  with  the  Insignia  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  and  directs  him  to 
attend  at  St.  James’s  Palace  to  receive  them  on  1st  July. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6325.  36 
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Fauquier,  William,  continued 


2. 


4- 


[Clifford 

Street] 


Clifford 

Street 


Clifford 

Street 


1803  Mar.  26  Informs  B.  that  a  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  will 
be  holden  on  2nd  April  next  in  the  Prince’s  Chamber  to  consider  matters 
relative  to  the  Installation  which  has  been  appointed  by  the  King  for 
19th  May.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  24 

1803  May  7  The  Duke  of  York  having  appointed  the  16th  instant  for 
the  rehearsal  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  ensuing  Installation,  he  requests  the 
attendance  of  B.  with  his  Esquires  at  the  Jerusalem  Chamber,  West¬ 
minster,  at  noon  on  that  day.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  36 

1803  June  7  The  Duke  of  York,  Principal  Companion  of  the  Order  of 
the  Bath,  having  ordered  the  Dean  to  call  a  Chapter  of  the  Order  to  settle 
the  differences  between  the  officers  of  the  Order  relative  to  the  duties  of 
the  Genealogist  and  other  matters,  B.  is  required  to  attend  in  his  mantle 
at  the  Prince’s  Chamber  on  the  10th  instant.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  57 


FAVARGILL, 
1.  [London] 


Charles.  Hemp  Cultivator 

1801  —  Articles  of  agreement  with  certain  persons  engaged  to  go  to  the 
East  Indies  to  superintend  the  cultivation  of  Hemp.  [The  names  are 
Edward  Porter,  William  Halgarth,  Simon  Benstead,  William  Reynolds, 
Mark  Everson  and  Joseph  Seymour.]  D.T.C.  12.  193-196 

2.  [Soho  Square  1801  — ]  *  Memorandum  by  B.  on  the  six  men  engaged  to  cultivate 

Hemp  in  India;  as  Edward  Porter  could  not  be  found  when  it  was  time  to 
set  out,  Charles  Favargill  was  substituted  for  him;  all  the  men  have  had 
experience  in  hemp  cultivation  but  two  of  them  also  of  breaking  and 
swingling;  Everson  wishes  12s.  per  week  of  his  wages  to  be  deducted  and 
paid  to  his  wife ;  all  the  men  are  the  sons  of  small  farmers  or  labourers  [of 
Lincolnshire].  Dawson  MS.  46.  48 

3.  Calcutta  1803  June  8  [Signed  also  by  the  other  five  men  named.]  They  make  an 

unfavourable  report  on  the  progress  of  the  experiments  in  the  cultivation 
of  Hemp  in  India;  they  state  that  they  suffer  bad  health,  that  the  pay  is 
inadequate  to  the  cost  of  living,  and  that  the  soil  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Calcutta  is  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  D.T.C.  14.  90-92 

FAWKENER,  William  Augustus.  Clerk  to  the  Privy  Council.  ( See  also  Addenda) 


Whitehall 


2.  Whitehall 


Whitehall 


4.  Whitehall 


1787  Apl.  2  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Trade  have  decided  to  send 
A.  P.  Hove  ( q.v .)  to  Bombay  to  collect  plants  and  cotton  seeds  and  to 
enquire  into  the  best  method  of  cultivating  it;  they  request  B.  to  draft 
instructions  for  Hove.  D.T.C.  5.  148 

1789  Sept.  16  Hove’s  cargo  has  arrived  in  London  and  has  been  sent  to 
Kew;  arrangements  must  now  be  made  to  settle  his  accounts  and  the  bills 
he  has  drawn.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  360 

1798  Feb.  7  Informs  B.  that  the  present  Coin  Committee  is  to  be 
dissolved  and  a  new  one  set  up  to  report  upon  the  coinage  of  the  Kingdom. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  179-180 

1803  Sept.  21  Sends  copies  of  the  memorials  of  the  Woollen  Manu¬ 
facturers  of  Huddersfield  and  Saddlesworth  respecting  the  supply  of  wool 
from  New  South  Wales,  together  with  Macarthur’s  Statement  thereon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  140 
D.T.C.  14.  127 
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Fawkener,  William  Augustus,  continued 

5.  Soho  Square  1803  Sept.  22  *  Comments  on  the  prospects  of  the  wool  industry  in  New 
South  Wales;  has  not  seen  any  wool  from  these  equal  to  the  best  Spanish; 
the  grass  pasture  is  inferior  and  the  cost  of  freight  high;  considers  Capt. 
Macarthur’s  views  are  too  sanguine.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  141 

D.T.C.  14.  128-130 


FEBRURIER,  C.  Romain  (fl.  1812-1828).  Gardener  and  Botanist 

1.  Versailles  1812  Apl.  13  Regrets  that  the  war  stopped  the  interchange  of  knowledge 
between  the  scholars  of  the  two  countries ;  he  is  a  gardener  ruined  by  the 
Revolution  and  by  war ;  some  of  his  observations  on  bees  and  plants  have 
been  printed  by  the  Institut,  and  he  now  sends  B.  the  first  of  three  papers, 
and  has  added  some  others  on  plant  physiology,  and  hopes  his  experiments 
may  be  repeated  under  the  auspices  of  R.S.  in  different  conditions  of 
temperature,  etc.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  128 


FEIGLER,  J.  C. 
1.  Stolberg, 
Aix-la- 
Chapelle 


1788  Aug.  10  Asks  for  help  and  recommendation  to  obtain  a  post  as 
tutor  or  companion  to  a  young  Englishman  wishing  to  travel  in  Europe. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 19-120 


FELKEL,  Anton.  Mathematician 

1.  Lisbon  1799.  Aug.  6  Informs  B.  of  his  mathematical  studies  in  the  laws  of 

factors,  periodic  series,  etc.,  concerning  which  he  has  corresponded  with 
the  distinguished  mathematician  J.  H.  Lambert;  asks  B.’s  advice  as  to  the 
best  method  of  publishing  his  results.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  163 


FELTON,  Samuel 

1.  Charlotte  1790  Jan.  17  Sends  specimens  of  cotton  produced  in  Barbados  from 

Street  seed  sent  by  B. ;  Governor  Parry  offers  B.  enough  raw  cotton  to  make  him 

a  waistcoat,  and  if  the  offer  is  accepted,  will  have  it  manufactured  for  him 
at  Drayton,  Shropshire,  where  he  and  Col.  D’Avenant  have  established  a 
cotton  manufactory.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  1 

2.  Carburton  1794  Jan.  1  Sends  a  description  of  a  bull-headed  female  monster,  aged 

Street  38,  now  in  London ;  can  procure  B.  a  sight  of  it  -if  he  wishes. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  106 
D.T.C.  9.  1 


FERGUSON,  Robert,  F.R.S.  (d.  1841) 


1.  [Soho 
Square] 


2.  Frankfort 


3.  Raith 


1804  Jan.  30  *  Has  applied  to  the  Institut  National  for  his  release,  but 
is  not  sanguine  of  success ;  sends  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  President  which 
went  under  the  Flag  of  Truce  to  Morlaix;  will  do  his  best  to  send  back 
Deschamps’s  property.  [N.R.R.S.,  9.  285.]  de  Beer  Coll.  19 

1804  May  9  [To  Thomas  Coutts  ( q.v .),  No.  2.]  Has  been  allowed  to  leave 

France  but  is  still  a  prisoner  of  war;  will  ask  leave  to  come  to  England 
later  on.  D.T.C.  14.  269-270 

1805  Jan.  31  Prof.  Robinson  of  Edinburgh  having  died,  asks  for  B.’s 

influence  to  secure  his  post  for  John  Leslie.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  298 

D.T.C.  15.  262-263 
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Ferguson,  Robert,  continued 

4.  Miller’s  [1 805]  Apl.  18  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  sending  an  extract  from 
Hotel  Delambre’s  letter ;  it  was  through  Lacepede  that  he  had  leave  to  come  to 

England;  he  hopes  that  he  is  now  F.R.S.  [elected  7th  Mar.  1805],  and 
that  B.  will  persuade  Delambre  to  have  his  name  erased  from  the  list  of 
prisoners.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  40 


FERLUS,  Raymond  Dominique  (1756-1840).  Naturalist 

1.  —  [1786  Oct.  — ]  Will  carry  out  for  B.  any  commission  entrusted  to  him; 

sends  a  prospectus  of  the  school  to  which  he  belongs.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  310 


FERRIL,  John 

1.  Gt.  Tower 
Hill 

2.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 

5.  Gt.  Tower 
Hill 


1792  Sept.  15  Has  invented  a  machine  for  raising  water;  certain  neces¬ 
sary  improvements  will  entail  much  expense,  and  would  first  like  to  hear 
B.’s  advice.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  80 

1792  Sept.  17  *  Having  never  studied  hydraulics,  is  unable  to  give  an 
opinion  of  his  invention;  also  objects  to  being  made  “a  depository  of  other 
men’s  secrets”.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  80  (2) 

1792  Oct.  2  Repeats  his  request  for  B.’s  opinion  on  his  hydraulic  inven¬ 
tion,  of  which  he  appends  particulars.  R.S.  Letters,  1787-91.  29 


FERRYMAN,  Robert  (fl.  1768-18x7).  Naturalist 

1.  Knights-  1788  Feb.  1  Sends  B.  specimens  of  British  Birds  and  Mammals;  con- 
bridge  siders  a  complete  collection  of  British  species  is  very  desirable. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  294 


D.T.C.  6.  5 

2.  Soho  Square  1788  Feb.  2  *  Agrees  that  a  collection  of  Natural  History  specimens  will 
benefit  science,  but  the  collector  will  gain  only  reputation,  not  profit. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  294  (2) 


D.T.C.  6.  6 


3.  Knights- 
bridge 

4.  Soho  Square 


1788  Feb.  4  Has  collected  specimens  in  order  to  bring  out  a  book  on  the 
subject  by  subscription ;  finds  difficulty  in  obtaining  accurate  information. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  295 
D.T.C.  6.  7-8 

1788  Feb.  5  *  Considers  that  the  science  of  Zoology  is  not  sufficiently 
in  vogue  to  allow  any  professor  of  it  to  obtain  profit ;  suggests  he  should 
first  ascertain  the  opinion  of  his  friends  before  embarking  upon  his  pro¬ 
posed  book.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  295  (2) 

D.T.C.  6.  9 


FINCH,  {nee  THYNNE)  Louisa,  Countess  of  Aylesford  (d.  1832) 

1.  Packington  1799  June  11  She  has  plants  of  Alisma  natans  now  in  a  fit  state  to  send 
to  B. ;  asks  for  his  directions  as  to  how  and  where  to  send  them;  asks  for 
plants  of  Subularia  \  if  sent  to  her  London  house  they  will  be  forwarded. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  187 


FINLAY,  — 
1.  Richmond 
House 


1787  Feb.  22  Sends  to  B.  specimens  of  Guernsey  plants  and  seeds  of  the 
Jersey  Echium.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  151— 153 
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FIRMINGER,  Thomas 
i.  Camden  1815  Aug.  29 


Street 


2.  Camden 
Street 


Considers  that  the  Nautical  Almanac  is  conducted  care¬ 
lessly;  besides  minor  errors,  he  finds  some  serious  mistakes,  e.g.  in  the 
Lunar  Distances  for  the  present  month  there  is  an  error  of  a  whole  degree ; 
he  checked  his  calculations  with  those  of  Capt.  Campbell  and  found  the 
Almanac  certainly  wrong;  such  an  error  would  be  of  serious  consequence 
to  sailors.  [ See  Pond,  J.,  No.  i.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  87 

1815  Aug.  31  Exact  particulars  of  the  error  referred  to  in  last  letter; 
thinks  the  reviser  is  to  be  blamed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  89 


FISCHER,  Friedrich  Ernst  Ludwig  von  (1782-1854).  Botanist 

1.  Gorenki  1811  Apl.  7  Requests  B.  to  honour  the  [Botanical]  Society  [of  Gorenki] 
by  becoming  a  member ;  Mr.  Grieve,  who  is  leaving  Russia,  will  convey  to 
B.  a  collection  of  papers  and  some  seeds  and  dried  plants;  he  has  included 
specimens  collected  in  the  island  of  Noukahiwa ;  hopes  some  will  be  accept¬ 
able  to  Kew,  and  will  be  glad  to  receive  plants  for  the  Botanic  Garden  at 
Gorenki ;  the  1st  vol.  of  Acta  Soc.  Phytogr.  Gorenki  is  ready  but  awaits  the 
engraved  plates ;  it  contains  contributions  by  Thunberg,  Swartz  and  others. 
[French.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  97-98 


FISCHER  VON  WALDHEIM,  Gotthelf  (1771-1853).  Anatomist  and  Naturalist 

1.  Mayence  1802  Mar.  19  [Dated  28  Ventose,  an  10.]  Sends  one  of  his  books  for  B.’s 

library;  hopes  that  his  treatise  on  the  Intermaxillary  Bone,  which 
Blumenbach  promised  to  send  for  him,  has  arrived  safely;  a  second  edition 
is  in  preparation;  hopes  B.  will  send  him  that  part  of  his  Library  Catalogue 
which  deals  with  Natural  History  and  Comparative  Anatomy.  \French.~\ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  249 

FITCH,  John  (1743-1798).  Inventor 

1.  London  1793  Dec.  23  Sends  B.  an  instrument  which  furnishes  “an  easy  and 

natural  way  of  keeping  a  ship’s  reckoning  at  sea”;  also  sends  sketch  of  a 
model  which  he  is  of  opinion  would  be  a  great  improvement  to  the  Water¬ 
works  at  London  Bridge.  [Note  by  B.,  that  he  will  place  them  before  the 
Board  of  Longitude.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  142 

FITZGERALD,  Rev.  Gerald  (1740  ?-i8i9).  Registrar,  Trinity  College,  Dublin 

1797  Apl.  26  Is  directed  to  communicate  to  R.S.  that  the  College 
Observatory  is  in  want  of  a  quadrant  to  measure  meridian  altitudes; 
requests  the  loan  of  a  40-inch  instrument  from  Greenwich  Observatory; 
if  granted,  it  would  be  returned  in  three  years  or  on  demand. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  160 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  126 

1797  May  12  *  Informs  the  College  that  the  request  for  the  loan  of  a 
quadrant  has  been  laid  before  R.S.  and  was  unanimously  agreed,  but  the 
King’s  approval  must  first  be  obtained;  sends  copy  of  the  Council’s 
minute  thereon.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  160  (2) 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  127 

FITZPATRICK,  John,  2nd  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory,  F.R.S.  (1745-1818) 

1.  Soho  Square  1781  Mar.  28  *  States  his  views  on  subscribing  to  the  Literary  Club. 

Bodleian  MS.  Malone ,  36.  2 


1.  Trin.  Coll., 
Dublin 


[Soho 

Square] 
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Fitzpatrick,  John,  continued 

2.  Piccadilly  1802  Apl.  4  He  will  subscribe  50  gns.  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  memorial. 


3.  [Piccadilly 

Wellcome ,  67766.  (44) 

1802  Apl.]  19  He  will  attend  [the  meeting  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford 

Memorial  Committee]  on  the  22nd;  asks  that  Mr.  Knight  may  be  ac¬ 
quainted  so  that  he  may  send  to  the  other  gentlemen. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  34 

4.  Soho  Square 

1803  Apl.  23  #  Announces  that  a  small  sub-committee  has  been  nomin¬ 

ated  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  statue  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford; 
the  other  members  of  which  in  addition  to  the  Earl  himself  are  Charles 
Towneley,  R.  P.  Knight  and  Roger  Wilbraham. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  52A 

5.  [London] 

1803  June  18  Minute  approving  the  design  submitted  by  Westmacott  for 

the  Duke  of  Bedford  Statue,  signed  by  the  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory. 

Wellcome,  67766.  (29) 

FITZROY,  Augustus  Henry,  2nd  Duke  of  Grafton  (1735-1811) 

1.  Piccadilly  1802  June  2  Regrets  that  owing  to  ill-health  he  will  be  unable  to  serve 
on  the  committee  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Memorial. 

Wellcome ,  67766.  (43) 

FLEMING,  John,  F.R.S.  (1747-1829).  Surgeon  and  Zoologist 


1.  Calcutta 

1797  Nov.  1 1  Advises  B.  that  he  is  sending  a  live  Musk-deer  in  charge  of 

Capt.  [John]  Parson  of  Albion,  and  Browne  the  Surgeon  has  been  instructed 
how  to  feed  it  and  care  for  it  on  the  voyage ;  sufficient  provender  has  been 
provided  for  it ;  has  instructed  his  bankers  in  London  to  pay  Parson  £50 
on  a  certificate  from  B.  that  it  has  arrived  alive  and  well;  is  also  sending  a 
Lemur  [Slow  Loris]  alive  in  same  manner. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  122-123 
D.T.C.  10  (2).  133-135 

FLEMING,  Rev.  John  (1785-1857).  Minister  and  Naturalist 

1.  Bressay,  1808  Dec.  28  Sends  a  detailed  description  of  a  Narwhal  cast  ashore  in 


Zetland 

Zetland  in  Sept.  1808,  which  he  had  the  opportunity  of  examining 
thoroughly;  he  has  compared  the  description  by  Lacepede  with  his  own, 
and  communicated  it  to  the  Wernerian  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  9 

FLINDERS,  Matthew  (1774-1814).  Explorer  and  Hydrographer 


1.  PI.M.S. 
Investigator, 
Cape  of 

Good  Hope 

1801  Oct.  29  Regrets  that  ill-health  has  compelled  Crosby,  the  astrono¬ 

mer,  to  leave  the  ship  and  to  go  ashore  .at  the  Cape  awaiting  a  passage  to 
England;  hopes  that  he  and  his  brother  have  sufficient  knowledge  of 
instruments  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  observatory;  his  brother’s 
remuneration  for  this  service  he  will  leave  to  the  Board  of  Longitude;  if 
another  astronomer  were  sent  out,  he  would  not  reach  Port  Jackson  in 
less  than  twelve  months  nor  the  Investigator  for  eighteen,  by  which  time 
he  hopes  the  principal  part  of  the  survey  will  be  completed ;  he  will  there¬ 
fore  make  no  application  to  the  Board  to  send  out  a  successor  to  Crosby. 

D.T.C.  12.  269-271 
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2.  Investigator,  1802  May  20  He  had  completed  the  survey  of  most  of  the  S.  coast  of 


Port  Jackson 

New  Holland  before  meeting  the  French  ship  Le  Geographe\  from  the 
position  of  meeting  Baudin,  5  degrees  of  the  unknown  coast  from  Bass 
Strait  westward  had  been  explored  by  him,  but  he  found  no  harbours  or 
inlets;  he  (F.)  continued  the  examination  of  the  coast  after  passing  Le 
Geographe  and  landed  on  King’s  Island;  details  of  the  survey;  is  working 
hard  upon  his  charts  (9  sheets)  in  order  to  send  copies  to  the  Admiralty; 
the  operations  of  the  French  ships  have  been  confined  to  the  N.,  E.  and 
S.  sides  of  Van  Diemen’s  Land  and  the  W.  side  of  New  Holland;  Le 
Naturaliste  [Capt.  Hamelin,  q.vi\  is  now  in  Port  Jackson;  has  received 
much  assistance  from  Govr.  King;  praises  the  zeal  and  activity  of  Brown 
and  Bauer;  has  sent  an  account  of  the  astronomical  observations  to 
Maskelyne.  D.T.C.  13.  114-118 

2.  Investigator, 
off  Timor 

1803  Mar.  28  Presumes  B.  has  seen  his  reports  sent  to  the  Admiralty 

describing  his  movements  since  leaving  Port  Jackson;  has  found  no  river 
opening  into  the  interior  of  New  Holland ;  has  proved  that  it  is  possible  to 
sail  through  the  Torres  Strait  and  has  drawn  up  sailing  directions;  in  the 
Gulf  of  Carpentaria  he  found  traces  of  other  visitors,  which  prove  to  be 
Malays  from  Macassar;  finding  harbours  numerous  on  the  N.  coast  and 
the  productions  good,  he  wished  to  continue  the  examination,  but  the 
rotten  state  of  the  ship  made  it  necessary  to  reach  Port  Jackson  before  the 
winter  gales  set  in ;  the  timbers  prove  to  be  rotten  in  all  parts  of  the  ship ; 
hopes  to  reach  Port  Jackson  before  June  and  that  the  Governor  will  let 
him  have  Buffalo  or  Porpoise  to  finish  the  survey,  as  the  Investigator 
would  not  last  out  another  voyage;  has  taken  astronomical  observations; 
sends  a  list  of  errata  in  Mendoza’s  tables;  appreciates  B.’s  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  expedition.  D.T.C.  14.  38-42 

4.  Soho  Square 

1803  Apl.  10  *  Has  received  with  satisfaction  the  reports  of  the  success 

of  the  first  part  of  the  survey;  does  not  think  the  French  captains  will  be 
serious  rivals,  as  they  seemed  too  much  afraid  to  land,  and  missed  many 
of  the  openings  F.  anchored  in;  has  seen  complaints  by  Riedle,  their 
gardener,  that  he  was  seldom  brought  into  harbour  and  allowed  to  go 
ashore;  commends  the  facilities  given  to  the  English  naturalists;  his 
charts  and  journals  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  ship  fitting  out  to  found 
a  new  settlement  at  Port  Philip  will  be  much  in  need  of  the  charts;  the 
peace  which  has  been  made  with  France  is  merely  an  armed  truce. 

D.T.C.  14.  55-57 

5.  Mauritius 

1804  July  12  Since  his  imprisonment  he  has  written  several  times  to  B. 

by  various  conveyances ;  he  is  kept  closely  confined  by  Gen.  de  Caen,  but 
has  been  given  most  of  his  books  and  papers,  and  will  be  able  to  proceed 
with  the  account  of  his  discoveries ;  laments  his  long  and  dreary  confine¬ 
ment  and  harsh  treatment;  hopes  that  the  Admiralty  know  of  his  unjust 
imprisonment  and  that  they  will  promote  him  post-captain ;  appreciates  B.’s 
kindness  and  his  great  influence,  and  feels  sure  he  will  do  his  utmost  to 
obtain  his  release.  D.T.C.  15.  3-6 

6.  Isle  of 

France  \i.e. 
Mauritius] 

1804  Dec.  31  About  two  months  ago  he  sent  B.  a  copy  of  his  general 

chart  of  Australia,  distinguishing  the  discoveries  of  Investigator,  also  a 
particular  chart  of  the  E.  Coast;  these  were  taken  by  Walter  Robertson,  a 
surgeon  of  H.E.I.  Co.  who  has  been  liberated  and  sailed  for  England  by 
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7.  Isle  of 
France 


8.  Isle  of 
France 


9.  Isle  of 
France 


10.  Isle  of 
France 


way  of  America;  Robertson  will  deliver  the  packet  in  person  and  give  B. 
all  the  information  he  desires ;  is  very  anxious  that  the  charts  should  arrive 
safely,  for  with  those  sent  by  Govr.  King  and  others,  they  will  make  up 
an  almost  complete  set;  by  the  same  conveyance  he  sent  Marsden  copies 
of  his  letters  to  Gen.  de  Caen;  he  looks  solely  to  Europe  for  his  liberty  as 
there  is  no  justice  where  he  now  is.  D.T.C.  15.  230-231 

1805  Feb.  24  Is  still  in  prison  and  his  harsh  treatment  not  relaxed; 
he  sent  two  letters  to  Gen.  de  Caen,  one  praying  for  his  release,  or  to  be 
sent  to  France,  the  other  asking  for  leave  to  range  some  part  of  the  island 
for  the  air  and  exercise  necessary  for  health,  in  company  with  Akin,  the 
Master  of  the  Investigator ,  also  a  prisoner  who  has  been  twice  in  hospital 
and  whom  he  fears  will  never  return ;  both  these  requests  have  been  ignored, 
and  the  physician  reprimanded  who  certified  in  favour  of  the  latter;  two 
ships  have  arrived  from  France,  but  have  brought  no  orders  for  his 
liberation;  relies  on  the  British  Government  to  press  his  case,  and  he 
blames  the  despotic  Governor  de  Caen  rather  than  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  for  his  continued  unjust  confinement;  is  proceeding  with  his  journal; 
encloses  copy  of  the  physician’s  certificate.  D.T.C.  15.  300-304 

1805  May  16  Akin,  on  account  of  ill-health,  has  been  liberated  on  parole 
and  will  return  in  a  few  days ;  is  sending  by  him  all  his  original  charts  and 
papers  as  far  as  completed,  the  rest  to  follow  on  the  first  opportunity, 
together  with  a  copy  of  his  log-book;  recalls  that  he  was  born  in  the  same 
county  as  Newton  and  B. ;  feels  sure  that  efforts  are  being  made  in  England 
on  his  behalf  and  has  heard  that  Gen.  de  Caen  has  received  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  of  Talleyrand’s  reply,  but  is  ignorant  of 
their  contents ;  two  months  ago  he  wrote  to  Fleurieu  praying  to  be  sent  to 
France  and  his  case  investigated,  and  forwarded  a  copy  to  the  Admiralty; 
Adm.  Linois,  naval  C.-in-C.  of  the  island,  at  the  same  time  sent  a  letter  in 
support,  copy  of  which  he  transcribes;  a  friendly  Frenchman  on  the  island 
has  also  written  on  his  behalf  to  Bougainville,  Lalande,  Chaptal  and  Dupuy; 
begs  B.  to  write  to  him  in  order  to  assure  him  he  is  not  wholly  forgotten. 

D.T.C.  16.  14-18 

1805  July  5-Aug.  20  Sends  a  revision  of  his  paper  on  the  variations  of 
the  compass  for  R.S.,  if  considered  worthy,  to  replace  that  sent  a  year  ago; 
an  English  squadron  of  four  ships  arrived,  bringing  French  prisoners  from 
Calcutta  and  Ceylon  in  exchange  for  which  all  the  English  prisoners  on  the 
island  are  to  be  sent  back,  himself  only  excepted;  hopes  that  the  French 
captain  Bergeret,  who  arrived  from  Calcutta  and  who  has  influence  with 
de  Caen,  may  secure  some  amelioration  of  his  condition;  had  he  been 
allowed  to  go  to  India,  he  would  have  applied  for  a  ship  to  explore  the 
N.W.  coast  of  New  Holland ;  adds  in  a  postscript  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Marquis  Wellesley  to  de  Caen  on  his  behalf  and  the  latter’s  reply; 
has  obtained  permission  to  live  in  the  country,  as  the  idea  that  he  is  a  spy 
seems  to  be  at  last  given  up.  D.T.C.  16.  82-85 

1805  Nov.  28  Has  received  B.’s  letter  of  20th  June  and  letters  from  his 
family,  thanks  him  for  his  efforts  to  procure  his  release ;  for  three  months 
has  been  permitted  to  leave  his  confinement  and  live  with  a  kind  family  in 
the  middle  of  the  island;  not  having  his  books  and  papers,  he  cannot  con¬ 
tinue  the  account  of  his  voyage,  but  is  learning  French;  hopes  for  orders 
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12.  Wilkem’s 
Plains,  Isle 
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13.  Wilkem’s 
Plains,  Isle 
of  France 


14.  Wilkem’s 
Plains,  Isle 
of  France 


for  his  release  since  B.’s  influence  has  interested  the  French  Institut  in 
his  favour;  fears  that  the  French  vessel  that  brings  dispatches  will  throw 
them  overboard  if  it  meets  with  the  British  ships  which  are  constantly 
cruising  round  the  island;  hopes  that  Brown  and  Bauer,  who  were  to 
wait  at  Port  Jackson  in  1803  for  his  return  with  another  ship,  have  arrived 
in  England.  D.T.C.  16.  1 72-1 74 

1806  Mar.  9  [To  General  de  Caen.]  The  long  delay  by  the  Government 
of  France  in  sending  orders  for  his  release  has  caused  him  to  appeal  once 
more  to  the  Governor ;  he  states  that  he  came  to  the  island,  totally  unaware 
of  the  state  of  war,  to  refresh  his  ship ;  he  has  been  detained  for  three  years 
and  treated  with  injustice  as  a  prisoner;  he  appeals  once  more  that  his  case 
may  be  again  pressed  upon  the  Government.  D.T.C.  16.  250-252 

1806  Mar.  20  Two  officers  have  arrived  with  dispatches  from  France, 
but  neither  brought  an  order  for  his  liberation  or  for  sending  him  to  F ranee ; 
he  wrote  to  Gen.  de  Caen  and  encloses  copy  [No.  11] ;  he  replied  that  he 
would  make  no  change  in  his  situation  until  orders  were  sent,  and  that  he 
had  pressed  for  such  orders  on  every  occasion;  he  (F.)  hopes  that  the 
Institut  which  B.  has  interested  in  his  favour,  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
making  an  application;  if  an  order  for  his  release  is  given,  asks  that  a 
duplicate  may  be  sent  to  the  naval  commander  in  India,  as  the  French  ship 
carrying  it  may  throw  it  overboard  if  threatened  with  capture;  in  the 
dispatches  he  carried  from  Govr.  King,  and  which  were  seized  by  the 
French,  there  was  an  application  for  troops  to  be  sent  out  to  Port  Jackson; 
this  was  considered  as  a  breach  of  his  passport  and  one  of  the  reasons  for 
his  detention;  his  wife  speaks  of  coming  to  join  him,  and  as  he  seems  likely 
to  be  kept  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  he  has  left  it  to  her  discretion ;  has 
lately  compiled  a  journal  from  the  period  when  the  Investigator  became 
unfit  for  service  until  the  present  time,  which  he  will  send  to  B. ;  suggests 
that  an  inland  expedition  from  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria  to  the  interior 
should  be  undertaken.  D.T.C.  16.  253-258 

1806  July  3  [To  Capt.  P.  G.  King,  late  Governor  of  New  South  Wales.] 
The  letter  sent  from  his  prison  in  1804  he  knows  to  have  arrived,  as 
statements  from  it  appeared  in  the  press,  which  annoyed  Gen.  de  Caen; 
hears  that  de  C.  has  received  a  letter  of  remonstrance  from  him  (K.)  and  he 
is  grateful  for  this  espousal  of  his  cause ;  has  heard  from  B.  that  Bligh 
is  to  be  his  successor  as  Governor;  refers  him  to  B.  for  all  the  details  of  his 
life,  and  these  will  be  more  fully  set  out  in  the  journal  he  is  now  writing; 
refers  to  the  statements  in  the  dispatches  he  carried  which  were  the  chief 
cause  of  his  detention;  hopes  K.  will  make  contact  with  Mrs.  Flinders  and 
his  child;  his  faithful  servant  John  Elder  refused  to  leave  when  the  other 
prisoners  were  taken  off  and  has  remained  with  him.  D.T.C.  16.  274-277 

1806  July  28  Is  sending  by  Capt.  [Thomas]  Larkins,  late  of  H.E.I.C.S. 
Warren  Hastings ,  the  narrative  of  his  confinement  which  will  be  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  [William]  Marsden  [Sec.  of  Admiralty] ;  if  there  is  no 
hope  of  his  obtaining  release  from  the  French  Govt.,  suggests  that  the 
matter  should  be  made  public ;  he  still  retains  hope  that  the  Institut  may 
intervene ;  many  petitions  on  his  behalf  have  been  sent  by  people  on  the 
island;  he  had  a  report  of  B.’s  death.  D.T.C.  16.  284-287 
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1806  Dec.  8  Has  had  news  of  the  arrival  of  Akin  and  the  papers  and 

charts  he  took  with  him;  has  read  in  the  Monthly  Magazine  for  January 
that  his  paper  on  the  variations  of  the  compass  has  been  read  before  R.S. ; 
from  another  journal  he  finds  that  Bligh  has  arrived  at  the  Cape ;  continued 
efforts  for  his  release.  D.T.C.  16.  341-345 

1807  July  1  Has  received  letters  from  England  by  which  he  learns  that 

Capt.  Milius  has  been  permitted  to  return  to  France  on  condition  of  the 
Institut’s  procuring  his  (F.’s)  release  in  exchange;  he  now  sees  no  hope 
of  release  and  is  returning  his  remaining  books  and  papers  by  his  faithful 
servant  John  Elder,  who  has  remained  with  him  throughout;  if  he  should 
be  able  to  escape  he  will  have  to  abandon  the  papers  taken  from  him  by 
Gen.  de  Caen ;  a  Literary  Society  has  been  formed  on  the  island ;  has  written 
to  Bligh  on  the  comparison  of  their  respective  observations  in  Torres 
Strait  and  on  the  preparation  of  maize;  details  of  the  books  and  papers 
sent  home.  D.T.C.  17.  45-47 

1807  Oct.  8  [To  the  French  Minister  of  Marine.]  Reminds  him  that  he 

wrote  in  April  1806  begging  to  be  released,  but  he  is  still  a  captive, 
notwithstanding  the  order  of  the  Council  of  State  of  March  1806,  which 
did  not  arrive  till  July  1807,  when  he  had  been  a  prisoner  for  three  and  a 
half  years ;  some  of  his  books  and  papers  were  afterwards  returned  to  him 
by  the  Governor  who  stated  that  the  order  for  his  liberation  had  been  given, 
but  he  is  still  kept  a  prisoner;  reminds  him  that  unaware  of  the  war,  he 
put  into  the  island  to  repair  the  pumps  of  his  ship,  intending  to  remain 
only  a  few  days;  describes  his  treatment,  etc.  D.T.C.  17.  54-58 

1808  Jan.  23  [To  the  Captains  or  Commanders  of  any  of  H.M.  Ships.] 

Brief  account  of  his  services,  shipwreck,  and  detention  and  of  his  continued 
imprisonment  after  orders  for  his  release  had  been  given,  by  the  personal 
animosity  of  Gen.  de  Caen.  This  letter  was  sent  by  a  Frenchman  whose 
family  had  treated  him  with  great  kindness.  D.T.C.  17.  98-99 

1808  Jan.  24  Is  still  detained;  his  books  and  papers  have  been  returned 
to  him  except  his  last  journal;  he  sent  the  letters  received  at  Port  Jackson 
to  India  with  a  request  they  should  be  forwarded  to  B.,  but  they  were 
seized  by  Gen.  de  Caen  from  the  person  to  whom  they  were  entrusted;  the 
loss  of  his  ship  to  the  Government  and  of  his  journal  to  himself  are  the 
reasons  he  has  not  attempted  escape.  D.T.C.  17.  1 00-103 

1810  Jan.  18  He  is  still  detained  and  his  liberty  has  been  curtailed;  some 
mystery  surrounds  his  case  as  the  order  for  his  release  has  been  disobeyed 
and  he  cannot  conjecture  what  it  may  be ;  has  seen  an  announcement  that  B. 
has  been  appointed  Recorder  of  Boston,  by  which  he  knows  that  in  spite 
of  rumours  to  the  contrary,  he  is  still  in  activity,  and  his  fears  of  losing 
his  patron  set  at  rest.  [Flinders  six  months  later  obtained  his  release. 
His  last  letter  (in  the  Mitchell  Library)  is  dated  London,  15th  Oct.,  1810, 
and  states  that  he  arrived  the  previous  day,  having  quitted  the  island  on 
13th  June.]  D.T.C.  18.  5-7 


FOLDS,  Thomas  Thyne  (fl.  1778-1786).  Surgeon,  R.N. 

1.  [London]  1786  Nov.  29  [To  Navy  Board.]  Has  made  no  demand  by  bill  as  stated 
by  B.  for  his  attendance  on  Anthony  P.  Hove  ( q.v .),  botanist,  on  board  H.M. 
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Sloop  Nautilus ;  as  Hove  was  not  one  of  the  ship’s  company,  he  had  no 
recompense  for  his  attendance  and  medicines,  and  begs  to  be  reimbursed. 
[Note  by  B.  that  Folds  presented  a  bill  for  £10.]  Kew:  B.C.  i.  251 


FONTANA,  Gregorio,  F.R.S.  (1735-1823).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  Pavia  1 787  Feb.  13  He  has  just  received  the  precious  books  sent  to  him  by 

Waring;  sends  an  enclosure  for  B.  to  forward  to  Waring.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  447 


FORBES,  James,  F.R.S.  (1749-1819).  Formerly  in  H.E.I.  Co.  Civil  Service 

1.  Stanmore  1805  May  20  Proposes  to  publish  the  letters  he  wrote  on  his  Continental 
Hill  tour  at  the  request  of  friends  who  were  imprisoned  with  him  at  Verdun; 

as  B.  procured  his  release,  asks  permission  to  dedicate  the  book  to  him. 

D.T.C.  16.  31 


2.  [Soho  Square  1805  May  22]  *  Will  feel  honoured  by  the  dedication  of  his  book, 

provided  it  contains  nothing  to  “irritate  the  tender  feelings  of  our  Faithless 
Enemy”;  if  he  takes  the  line  of  scourging  the  offending  parties,  he  must 
decline,  as  the  association  of  his  name  with  such  a  work  would  deprive 
him  of  the  power  of  being  useful  to  English  prisoners  of  war;  otherwise  he 
would  glory  in  condemnation  of  “the  cursed  name  of  Napoleon”. 

D.T.C.  16.  32 

3.  Stanmore  1805  June  25  Thanks  B.  for  permitting  the  dedication  and  assures  him 

Hill  that  his  book  is  written  with  moderation.  [ Letters  from  France,  1806.I 

D.T.C.  16.  65 


FORDYCE,  John.  Surveyor- General  of  Crown  Lands 

1.  Ramsgate  1794  Nov.  10  Recalls  the  formation  of  a  committee  by  the  Board  of 

Agriculture  (consisting  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  B.  and 
himself)  to  pay  an  honorarium  to  Elkington  for  his  method  of  draining 
land;  E.  is  willing  to  give  full  information  and  a  demonstration  of  his 
method ;  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  fixed  upon  a  piece  of  land  at  Woburn 
for  this  purpose,  and  invites  B.  and  the  writer  to  spend  a  few  days  at 
Woburn.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  280-281 

2.  Whitehall  1802  Apl.  1  He  will  be  happy  to  attend  the  meeting  [to  discuss  the 

Memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford]  and  will  concur  in  any  measure 
to  mark  the  esteem  in  which  the  Duke  was  held  or  which  may  contribute 
to  the  consolation  of  his  surviving  relatives.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  15 


FORMEY,  Johann  Ludwig  Samuel,  F.R.S.  (1711-1797).  Secretary,  Berlin  Academy 

1.  Berlin  1786  Mar.  20  Has  seen  a  notice  in  Journ.  des  Savants  that  R.S.  has 

distributed  the  medal  in  honour  of  Capt.  Cook  to  Foreign  Members ;  he 
has  been  one  since  1750;  congratulates  B.  on  his  election  as  President; 
sends  list  of  correspondents  that  he  hopes  will  be  worthy  of  receiving  the 
Cook  medal;  if  so,  requests  B.  to  forward  them  through  the  British  Envoy 
at  Court.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  31 1 

2.  [Berlin  1786  July — ]  Was  pleased  to  receive  Sir  John  Sinclair  on  B.’s  introduc¬ 

tion;  introduces  a  medical  student,  son  of  Prof.  Walter;  thanks  B.  for  the 
medals;  the  new  King  [Friedrich  Wilhelm  II  of  Prussia].  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  448 
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c.  [Revesbv 
Abbey 


6.  Berlin 


Ludwig  Samuel,  continued 

1786  Aug  7  Introduces  a  Doctor  of  Medicine,  the  son  of  the  anatomist 
Prof.  Walter;  thanks  B.  for  the  volumes  [of  Phil.  Trans.]  and  the  medals, 
all  of  which  have  been  presented;  conveys  the  thanks  of  various  recipients 
of  books  and  medals.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  312 

1788  Mar.  14  Sends  particulars  of  unusual  winter  weather  in  Berlin; 
news  of  the  younger  Forster;  relates  a  story  of  Prince  Charles  Edward  and 
Cagliostro.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  50 

1788]  Oct.  2  *  Regrets  that  the  R.S.  has  not  elected  his  confrere;  is 
willing  to  propose  Bode  for  election  if  desired ;  thanks  him  for  “the  pleasant 
anecdote  of  our  Prince  ...  I  fear  there  are  some  others  in  his  history  not 
quite  so  satisfactory,  either  to  his  parents  or  his  countrymen;  so  at  least 
we  are  told  here”.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  325 

D.T.C.  6.  81 

1788  Oct.  17  Answers  B.’s  questions  as  to  the  suitability  of  Bode  for 

election  to  R.S. ;  refers  to  political  and  military  affairs,  and  asks  whether 
the  publication  of  the  posthumous  memoirs  of  Frederick  the  Great  has 
made  a  great  sensation  in  England.  [French.]  [On  verso,  letter  from  Bode, 
q.v.  No.  3.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  177 

1789  July  26  Returns  thanks  for  sending  Bode’s  diploma  through  him; 

recommends  his  son,  now  in  Paris,  to  B. ;  comments  on  the  present  state 
of  Europe.  [. French. ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  178 

1792  Feb.  6]  He  was  described  by  Voltaire  in  1752  as  “the  eternal 
secretary”  and  still  holds  the  same  position  at  the  age  of  81 ;  recommends 
the  bearer,  Theramin ;  gives  news  of  the  retirement  of  Count  von  Herbsterq 
from  the  ministry,  which  enables  him  to  devote  more  time  to  his  work  as 
Curator  of  the  Academy.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  39—4° 

1795  Nov.  29]  Although  always  delipate,  he  is  now  at  the  age  of  85  well 
and  has  good  sight,  but  cannot  walk;  has  never  left  Berlin  all  his  life,  save 
for  short  visits;  has  seen  all  the  famous  men  of  his  time,  Voltaire,  Mau- 
pertuis,  D’Alembert,  etc.,  and  has  seen  much  of  the  Emperor  Frederick; 
one  of  his  two  sons  is  Charge  d’Affaires  at  Frankfurt,  the  other  is  a  physi¬ 
cian  in  the  royal  household;  mentions  other  distinguished  acquaintances; 
sends  this  letter  by  Santorelli,  surgeon  to  the  Pope,  whom  he  recommends 
to  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098,  351-352 

10.  [Soho  Square  1796  Jan.  9]  *  Is  always  pleased  to  hear  from  his  venerable  friend;  envies 
his  friendship  with  Voltaire,  Maupertuis,  Algarotti,  D’Alembert,  etc.; 
“the  amiable  princess  you  have  spared  to  us  is  the  delight  not  of  her 
husband  only,  but  of  all  men  &  women  here”;  Santerini  [Santorelli]  has 
been  well  received ;  “who  can  tell  but  that  Prussia  may  stand  in  the  breach 
between  England  and  France”.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  12 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  5-6 


7.  Berlin 

8.  [Berlin 


9.  [Berlin 


FORSTEN,  Herman 

1.  Rotterdam  1779  June  6 

[French.] 


Circular  letter  announcing  the  death  of  Frederic  Rainville. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  209 


FORSTER,  George  (d.  1792).  H.E.I.  Co.  Civil  Service;  Traveller 

1.  Margate  1785  Sept.  20  Informs  B.  that  if  he  will  send  to  Nathaniel  Smith  in 
Bloomsbury  Square  he  will  be  given  a  copy  of  his  book  which  he  requests 
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that  no  one  but  B.  shall  peruse;  bound  copies  will  afterwards  be  given  to 


2.  Cape  [of 
Good  Hope] 

the  Royal  and  Antiquarian  Societies.  [Sketches  of  the  Mythology  and 
Customs  of  the  Hindoos,  1785.]  D.T.C.  4.  174 

1786  Jan.  30  Before  he  left  England  he  requested  [Nathaniel]  Smith  to 

give  B.  a  copy  of  his  book;  introduces  the  bearer  of  this  letter  [Eyles] 
Irwin,  who  will  deliver  Masson’s  seeds;  Irwin,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  in  E.I.  Co.’s  service,  is  also  bringing  roots  and  seeds  from  S.  India, 
which  he  offers  to  B. ;  Masson  has  been  permitted  by  the  Dutch  to  remain 
at  the  Cape,  though  not  generally  approved  of;  asks  B.  to  arrange  for 
Masson  to  go  to  India  where  he  could  do  good  service  to  Natural  History. 

D.T.C.  5.  14-15 

FORSTER,  Johann  Georg  Adam,  F.R.S.  (1754-1794).  Son  of  Johann  Reinhold  Forster, 
Botanist 


1.  London 

1778  Jan.  4  Sends  a  printed  account  of  a  new  plan  of  Education  lately 

established  in  Germany;  he  and  his  father  have  been  offered  posts  as 
teachers,  but  his  father’s  affairs  may  prevent  acceptance ;  asks  for  B.’s  help ; 
after  the  voyage,  Lord  Sandwich  commended  him,  but  his  father  has 
incurred  his  Lordship’s  displeasure;  they  expected  provision  to  be  made 
for  them  after  their  return;  he  wishes  to  regain  Lord  S.’s  favour  and 
obtain  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  their  debts  (including  a  loan  by  B.)  to  enable 
them  to  go  to  Germany.  D.T.C.  1.  162-163 

2.  Amsterdam 

1778  Nov.  11  He  has  left  a  box  of  plants  to  be  sent  to  B.,  including  a 

Nepenthes  from  Ceylon;  he  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  sending  plants  in 
gratitude  for  B.’s  kindness  to  his  father;  the  Ceylon  plant  was  given  to  him 
by  Vossmaer,  Keeper  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  Prince  of  Orange;  he  is  now 
on  good  terms  with  V.  whom  he  had  wronged  by  statements  in  his  book 
concerning  the  Orang-Outan;  he  gives  a  long  account  of  the  affair  in 
which  Camper  also  was  concerned.  D.T.C.  1.  231-233 

3.  Berlin 

1779  Feb.  9  He  was  offered  a  professorship  at  Cassel  and  endeavoured 

to  have  it  transferred  to  his  father  at  a  higher  salary  to  relieve  his  financial 
distress;  this  was  refused  and  he  endeavoured  to  find  a  post  for  him  in 
Berlin,  but  there  were  no  vacancies ;  a  post  at  Halle  is  now  offered  to  his 
father,  but  to  enable  him  to  accept  it,  his  debts  amounting  to  about  £800 
will  have  to  be  paid,  and  money  provided  to  move  him  and  his  family  to 
Halle;  appeals  to  B.  to  come  to  his  aid.  D.T.C.  1.  246-248 

4.  Cassel 

1779  Apl.  1  States  in  a  long,  querulous  and  self-righteous  letter  his  own 

and  his  father’s  distress  that  money  cannot  be  found  to  pay  his  debts ;  he 
now  asks  for  £300  to  enable  him  and  his  family  to  move  to  Halle,  leaving 
his  debts  unpaid,  and  suggests  that  B.  should  appeal  to  the  King  and  Queen 
on  the  plea  that  his  father  was  employed  by  them  “on  that  fatal  voyage 
which  is  his  ruin”.  D.T.C.  1.  253-256 

5.  Cassel 

1779  June  27  On  leaving  London,  Dryander  gave  him  a  list  of  books  to 

be  procured  for  B.  if  Dr.  Martin’s  library  were  sold ;  the  sale  has  taken  place 
and  he  encloses  the  account  of  Spener  &  Haude  for  the  books  they  bought 
on  B.’s  behalf,  and  which  they  are  sending;  offers  to  obtain  for  B.  new 
books  from  Germany,  and  mentions  the  new  editions  now  appearing  of 
Linnaeus’s  Genera,  Species  and  Philosophic,  asks  for  news  of  Capt.  Cook, 
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6.  Cassel 


7.  Cassel 


8.  Cassel 


9.  Cassel 


10.  Cassel 


11.  Cassel 


12.  Cassel 


Georg  Adam,  continued 

and  also  for  proofs  of  the  text  and  plates  of  his  [Second]  Voyage  in  order 
that  he  may  make  a  German  translation.  D.T.C.  1.  263-265 

1779  Nov.  25  Gives  news  of  botanical  publications  in  Germany  by 
Giseke,  Pallas  and  others ;  a  mathematical  teacher  at  Brunswick  advertises 
that  he  has  invented  a  new  game,  more  entertaining  than  chess,  which 
teaches  the  entire  art  of  war;  mentions  a  new  periodical  at  Gottingen 
devoted  to  discoveries  in  the  arts  and  sciences  and  invites  B.  to  contribute 
to  it,  particularly  materials  relating  to  the  early  career  of  Capt.  Cook. 

D.T.C.  1.  278-279 

1780  Jan.  20  Sends  a  printed  account  of  Cook’s  last  voyage  and  his 

death  and  requests  that  after  B.  has  read  it,  he  will  forward  it  to  his  father; 
asks  for  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  voyage  as  soon  as  Capt.  Clerke  returns ; 
Crell  desires  his  paper  on  Animal  Fat  to  be  presented  to  R.S.  and  published 
in  Phil.  Trans. ;  he  also  desires  to  become  a  Foreign  Member  on  the  first 
opportunity.  D.T.C.  1.  283-284 

1780  Mar.  27  Acknowledges  B.’s  letters  on  the  death  of  Capt.  Cook  and 
Crell’s  paper  for  R.S.;  Prof.  Lichtenberg  has  compiled  an  account  of 
Cook’s  Life  from  materials  supplied  by  him  and  his  father;  hopes  his 
father  will  soon  be  able  to  come  to  Germany  and  thanks  B.  for  the  assist¬ 
ance  he  has  given  him ;  the  Gottingen  magazine  by  a  mistake  was  not  sent 
to  B.;  in  future  he  will  receive  it  regularly.  D.T.C.  1.  288-289 

1780  Aug.  13  His  father’s  arrival  in  Germany  has  reminded  him  of  B.’s 
assistance  to  him  until  help  from  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  arrived; 
a  Danish  missionary,  Otho  Fabricius,  has  published  a  Fauna  Groen- 
landica ;  news  of  other  recent  publications  in  Natural  History. 

D.T.C.  1.  295-296 

1780  Nov.  26  Most  of  the  animals  in  the  menagerie  of  the  Landgrave 

have  died ;  Prof.  Soemmerring,  who  studied  anatomy  under  Camper  in 
Holland,  Hunter  in  London  and  Monro  in  Edinburgh,  has  dissected  an 
elephant,  a  camel,  baboon  and  other  animals;  his  books  and  Herbarium 
were  lost  in  the  wreck  of  the  ship  that  carried  them  from  England;  al¬ 
though  the  chests  were  recovered,  their  contents  were  completely  spoiled; 
the  loss  of  his  Herbarium  he  particularly  regrets  and  asks  B.  for  duplicates; 
awaits  news  of  Cook’s  last  voyage.  D.T.C.  1.  308-310 

1781  Jan.  10  Has  received  full  accounts  of  Cook’s  last  voyage  from  two 

Germans  who  were  sailors ;  asks  for  advance  sheets  of  the  text  and  proofs 
of  the  plates  of  the  official  Voyage  as  he  desires  to  translate  it  for  a  German 
edition ;  hopes  that  Lord  Sandwich  will  approve  of  this  when  he  is  assured 
that  his  father,  who  is  under  his  Lordship’s  displeasure,  has  no  hand  in  it; 
asks  for  further  specimens  of  plants.  D.T.C.  2.  3-4 

1781  June  20  Agrees  to  B.’s  suggestion  that  the  application  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  for  permission  to  translate  Cook’s  Voyage  should  not  be  made  in 
his  (F.’s)  name;  suggests  that  it  should  be  made  on  behalf  of  Spener  & 
Haude,  booksellers;  deplores  the  practice  of  pirating  books;  Linnaeus’s 
Mantissa  is  now  being  printed  at  Brunswick;  is  sending  to  Planta  Crell’s 
certificate  for  election  to  R.S.;  popularity  of  Mineralogy  in  Germany; 
asks  if  the  report  of  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton’s  death  is  true;  Pallas  rivals 
Pennant  in  his  activity  as  a  writer.  D.T.C.  2.  11-14 
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13.  Cassel  1782  Mar.  3  Sends  the  remaining  sheets  of  [the  younger]  Linnaeus’s 

Supplenientum  Plantarum ;  the  bookseller  was  unwilling  to  part  with  them, 
fearing  a  rival  edition  might  be  printed  from  them ;  one  sheet  is  reprinted  as 
objection  was  taken  to  Ehrhart’s  inclusion  of  his  own  Mosses;  regrets  the 
fate  of  Crell’s  certificate  for  R.S.  at  which  he  will  be  much  disappointed, 
especially  as  it  was  supported  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick ;  repeats  his  request 
for  the  sheets  of  Cook’s  Voyage ;  his  father  intends  to  publish  a  Spicilegia, 
descriptions  of  plants  and  animals  collected  on  the  voyage;  new  publica¬ 
tions,  especially  Hedwig  on  the  fructification  of  Mosses;  enquires  about 
his  bond  and  subscriptions  to  R.S.,  which  are  in  arrear. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  154-156 
D.T.C.  2.  101-105 


14.  Soho  Square 


15.  Cassel 


16.  Cassel 


17.  [Soho 
Square] 


18.  [Cassel 


19.  Cassel 


22 — B.L. 


1 782  May  20  *  Acknowledges  his  letter  of  3  Mar. ;  the  Duke  of  Brunswick 
should  know  that  in  not  putting  Crell’s  certificate  to  ballot  the  laws  of  the 
Society  cannot  be  violated  in  his  favour;  has  already  sent  off  some  of  the 
plants  asked  for,  but  of  the  Bread-fruit  and  Flax  he  has  no  good  specimens; 
of  the  sheets  of  the  intended  publication  of  [Cook’s  Third]  Voyage,  since 
Lord  Sandwich  is  no  longer  in  the  Admiralty  he  cannot  speak,  but  he  will 
procure  them  if  possible;  as  to  his  bond,  he  must  refer  to  the  Treasurer 
and  Clerk  of  R.S.;  as  his  father  has  not  repaid  the  money  lent  to  him 
when  the  other  creditors  were  discharged,  he  requires  a  proper  security 
in  which  he  (F.)  must  join.  D.T.C.  2.  132-133 

1782  Sept.  1  Is  sending  by  his  brother  all  the  sheets  of  the  Supple- 

mentum,  also  Hedgwig’s  book  on  Mosses  and  Hagen’s  on  Lichens;  is 
pleased  with  the  news  of  [William]  Parker’s  lens  and  of  the  Royal  patronage 
of  Herschel;  queries  on  reduction  of  gold  and  silver;  is  pleased  to  hear 
there  is  hope  of  procuring  the  sheets  of  Cook’s  Voyage;  asks  for  news  from 
time  to  time  of  new  publications  in  England ;  has  made  experiments  with 
glow-worms.  Webster  Coll.  <6> 

D.T.C.  2.  178-180 

1783  June  2  Sends  a  petition  to  R.S.  praying  to  be  excused  from  the 

payment  of  five  years’  arrears  to  R.S.;  requests  B.  to  lay  it  before  the 
Society.  D.T.C.  3.  44-45 

1783  July  29  *  Has  laid  his  petition  before  the  Council  of  R.S.  who  were 
unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  it  could  not  be  granted  without  creating 
a  precedent  injurious  to  their  finances;  they  have  never  before  had  the 
plea  of  literary  character  in  abatement  of  a  demand  by  one  who  has 
never  contributed  to  their  publications.  D.T.C.  3.  73 

1783  Aug.  — ]  Thanks  B.  for  his  trouble  in  regard  to  the  sheets  of  Cook’s 

last  Voyage  and  also  for  presenting  his  petition  to  R.S.;  he  must  accept 
their  decision,  but  remain  a  debtor;  Sir  William  Hamilton  on  his  way  home 
spent  two  days  in  Cassel ;  there  is  a  maker  of  wax  models  of  Fungi  at  Halle ; 
experiments  on  a  torch  by  Lichtenberg  of  Gottingen ;  is  anxious  for  news 
of  Priestley’s  discoveries.  D.T.C.  3.  65-66 

1783  Oct.  27  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  obtaining  the  sheets  of  Cook’s 
last  voyage,  and  he  accepts  the  condition  of  not  publishing  the  translation 
till  one  year  after  the  original ;  is  anxious  for  news  of  Priestley’s  experi¬ 
ments;  news  of  the  discovery  of  Elephant  bones  in  America  by  Dr. 
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Forster,  Johann  Georg  Adam,  continued 

Michaelis;  details  of  the  preparation  of  Lichtenberg’s  torch;  asks  if  the 
report  is  true  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  is  to  travel  in  Asia. 

D.T.C.  3.  149-151 

20.  Cassel  1783  Dec.  1  Has  received  the  sheets  of  Cook’s  Voyage  and  will  carry  out 

the  condition  made  by  the  Admiralty;  scientific  news  from  Germany; 
activities  of  the  French  with  balloons.  D.T.C.  3.  167-170 

21.  Vilno  1785  May  22  He  left  Cassel  in  April  1784  and  arrived  here  in  Nov., 

having  visited  the  mines  of  Hartz  and  Saxony,  and  Dresden,  Prague  and 
Vienna,  where  he  met  Jacquin,  Ingenhousz  and  Boon;  the  flora  of  Lithu¬ 
ania  seems  to  be  rich;  the  former  professor  of  Natural  History,  Gilibert, 
left  some  years  ago  in  disfavour;  he  neglected  the  Botanic  Garden,  and 
the  museum  and  library  are  in  disorder;  hopes  that  in  future  a  competent 
person  will  be  placed  in  charge.  D.T.C.  4.  138-141 

22.  [Soho  Square  1785  May  31]  *  It  has  been  reported  to  him  that  he  (F.)  has  kept  for 

himself  the  plates  of  Cook’s  Voyage,  that  he  refused  to  deliver  them  to 
Spener  &  Haude,  and  that  he  published  them  in  a  German  journal, 
stating  they  were  a  gift  from  the  British  Admiralty;  as  he  finds  this  report 
difficult  to  believe,  he  gives  him  (F.)  the  opportunity  of  contradicting  it  if 
wrong;  hopes  his  new  situation  will  be  agreeable  to  him;  if  obtainable,  he 
would  like  a  copy  of  Gilibert’s  Flora  Lithuanica  as  a  curiosity. 

Kezv:  B.C.  1.  2i8a 


23.  Vilno 


24.  Soho 
Square 


D.T.C.  4.  142 

1785  Dec.  11  Admits  that  the  sheets  and  proof  plates  were  received  by 
him  and  that  he  stated  in  the  Gottingen  journal  that  they  were  a  gift  to 
him  by  the  Admiralty;  having  heard  from  Spener  that  the  proofs  belonged 
to  B.  he  was  ready  to  return  them  on  Spener’s  proof  of  his  claim;  they  are 
now  returned  to  him;  if  B.  thinks  it  necessary  he  will  correct  his  statement 
in  the  Gottingen  journal ;  a  long  self-righteous  justification  of  himself  and 
his  perfidious  action;  will  endeavour  to  obtain  Gilibert’s  work;  hopes  soon 
to  be  able  to  pay  his  arrears  to  R.S.;  while  on  vacation  in  Germany,  he 
married  the  daughter  of  Prof.  Heyne  of  Gottingen.  D.T.C.  4.  194-197 

1786  Jan.  6  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  the  plates  have  been  returned  to  Spener; 

the  order  of  the  Admiralty  was  that  the  plates  should  be  sent  to  Spener, 
whom  they  thought  likely  to  publish  a  translation  worthy  of  the  original; 
has  obtained  a  copy  of  Gilibert’s  Flora  for  his  library,  and  therefore  need 
not  trouble  him  (F.)  any  further.  D.T.C.  5.  1 


FORSTER,  Johann  Reinhold,  F.R.S.  (1727-1798).  Naturalist 

1.  [Percy  1776  Aug.  — ]  [To  Dr.  D.  C.  Solander.]  Not  knowing  if  B.  is  at  home, 

Street  writes  this  letter  to  him;  states  that  B.  desired  him  not  to  be  too  pre¬ 

cipitate  in  the  matter  of  the  proof  sheets  and  plates  for  the  translation  [of 
Cook’s  Voyages] ;  desires  B.  to  obtain  from  Lord  Sandwich  prints  of  the 
plates  that  are  ready  and  an  order  or  promise  from  his  Lordship  that 
future  proofs  shall  be  delivered  to  him  as  soon  as  they  are  printed  and  not, 
as  Capt.  Cook  directed,  only  60  days  before  the  publication  of  the  work; 
threatens  that  if  Lord  S.  does  not  intend  to  keep  his  word  he  will  make  the 
affair  public  and  also  prove  that  Capt.  Cook  has  forfeited  his  character  as 
an  honest  man.  D.T.C.  1.  130-131 


j' 
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Forster,  Johann  Reinhold,  continued 


2.  Percy 
Street 

•j.  [Percy 
Street 


4.  Percy 
Street 

5.  Paddington 
Green 


6.  [Paddington 
Green 


7.  Paddington 
Green 


8.  Paddington 
Green 


9.  Halle 


1776  Aug.  9  Accepts  B.’s  offer  of  400  guineas  for  his  drawings  and 

desires  him  to  take  immediate  possession  of  them  in  exchange  for  a 
promissory  note  for  that  sum.  D.T.C.  1.  132 

1777  Oct.  7]  Has  been  forced  by  necessity  to  sell  for  £350  “what  even 

to  booksellers  would  have  been  worth  £750” ;  as  B.  refuses  to  intercede  in 
his  favour,  he  will  make  public  “an  infamous  transaction  of  a  man  who  has 
endeavoured  to  ruin  me  by  the  weight  of  his  power  and  opulence”;  his 
son  is  in  Paris,  but  on  his  return  will  wait  upon  B.  with  his  collection,  from 
which  he  may  take  whatever  he  desires.  D.T.C.  1.  147 

1778  Feb.  7  Is  in  financial  difficulties  and  appeals  to  B.  for  immediate 

help ;  is  negotiating  the  sale  of  his  collections  to  a  foreign  Sovereign,  but 
must  have  money  immediately.  D.T.C.  1.  170 

1778  Sept.  26  Regrets  that  his  collection  of  shells  is  of  no  use  to  B. ;  has 
wasted  time  in  appeals  to  the  Admiralty,  and  will  advise  his  friends  to 
“conclude  a  bargain  rather  with  France  than  with  the  ungrateful  British 
Admiralty” ;  has  proposed  to  Lord  North  a  plan  for  funding  £20  millions 
without  taxing  the  public;  he  stipulated  secrecy  if  his  plan  were  rejected, 
and  if  accepted,  a  capital  sum  and  an  annuity;  Lord  N.  replied  that  it 
would  be  examined,  but  it  was  not  usual  to  accept  stipulations;  thinks 
Lord  N.  will  soon  be  out  of  office  at  the  Treasury,  and  he  will  lay  his  plan, 
and  also  an  offer  of  £10,000  from  a  foreign  prince,  before  his  successor; 
Lord  Sandwich  having  given  him  a  bad  character,  he  cannot  enter  the  public 
service  of  this  country.  D.T.C.  1.  213 

1778  Dec.  ?]  A  long  account  of  his  grievances  against  Lord  Sandwich, 

Capt.  Cook  and  the  Hon.  Daines  Barrington;  he  expected  to  receive  a 
capital  sum  and  an  annuity  for  life  on  his  return  from  Cook’s  Second 
Voyage,  and  to  have  the  sole  right  and  profits  of  the  official  narrative  of  the 
voyage;  his  reiterated  appeals  to  Lord  S.  and  to  the  King  and  Queen,  and 
their  rejection;  holds  himself  up  as  a  martyr  to  injustice  and  chicanery; 
statement  of  his  expenses  and  debts  and  an  appeal  to  B.  to  save  him  from 
arrest.  D.T.C.  1.  171-181 

1779  Oct.  6  As  he  has  previously  expressed  to  B.  a  desire  to  go  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  as  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  H.E.I.  Co.’s  ships 
will  be  sailing,  he  asks  B.’s  advice  and  assistance  to  accomplish  his  purpose. 

Webster  Coll.  <7) 

1780  Mar.  4  [To  Arnold  Mello.]  Desires  him  to  inform  B.  that  he  (F.) 

did  not  wish  to  conceal  his  debt  to  B.,  but  refrained  from  placing  his  name 
in  the  list  of  creditors  out  of  delicacy,  as  the  others  were  tradesmen.  [ See 
Mello,  A.,  Nos.  3,  4.]  D.T.C.  1.  287 

1781  Aug.  14  Sends  this  letter  by  his  second  son  [Carl]  who  is  conducting 

his  eldest  daughter  to  England  where  she  is  to  be  married  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Schrader,  the  King’s  German  Chaplain  at  St.  James’s;  has  prepared  for 
press  the  first  fasciculus  of  his  Spicilegia,  made  during  the  voyage  and 
asks  B.  to  procure  subscribers;  has  disposed  of  the  plates  of  his  Indian 
Zoology  to  a  bookseller  and  is  now  engaged  on  the  text,  based  on  Pennant’s, 
with  a  general  introduction  in  German  and  Latin;  will  send  copies  to  B., 
Pennant  and  Loten.  D.T.C.  2.  20-21 
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10.  Soho  Square  1782  May  20  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  book  on  Indian  Zoology;  he 

requires  a  better  security  for  the  money  advanced  before  he  left  England 
than  his  note-of-hand ;  is  not  pressing  for  immediate  repayment  unless  his 
circumstances  have  improved,  but  requires  a  proper  instrument  in  which 
his  son  George  is  to  join;  has  instructed  a  lawyer  in  Halle  to  prepare  the 
document  and  bring  it  to  him  for  signature.  [See  Durcking,  J.  F.] 

D.T.C.  2.  127-128 

11.  Halle  1782  July  6  Thanks  B.  for  the  gift  of  Reliquiae  Houstounianae ,  brought 

by  his  son  [Carl] ;  he  has  discussed  B.’s  letter  with  his  son  and  they  admit 
the  justice  of  his  request;  he  consulted  the  magistrates  and  lawyers  of 
the  University,  who  decided  he  could  not  give  the  security  asked  for 
because  B.  had  accepted  the  offer  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  through  his 
agent  [Arnold]  Mello;  and  it  would  be  hard  on  him  (F.),  if  payment  were 
demanded  before  bringing  proof  of  refusal  to  pay,  and  they  were  of  opinion 
that  his  salary  paid  in  Halle  could  not  be  used  to  liquidate  debts  contracted 
abroad,  and  that  British  creditors  should  be  paid  from  the  demands  he 
had  upon  the  British  Government,  and  they  thought  B.  should  press  these 
latter  claims ;  he  is  thus  unable  to  enter  into  the  security  asked  for. 

D.T.C.  2.  151-154 


12.  Soho  Square  1 783  Jan.  22*  Was  very  surprised  at  the  contents  of  his  letter  and  did  not 
expect  this  refusal  of  a  demand  which  has  been  delayed  so  long;  he  does 
not  accept  the  opinion  of  the  magistrates  and  lawyers  of  the  university  and 
has  therefore  instructed  Durcking  ( q.v .)  to  proceed  against  him. 

D.T.C.  3.  6 


FORSTER,  Thomas  Furley  (1761-1825).  Botanist 

1.  Clapton  1803  Mar.  29  Answers  B.’s  questions  relating  to  Hemp;  Braack  is  a 
term  for  the  best  Petersburg  Clean  Hemp ;  the  Act  of  Parliament  is 
difficult  to  understand,  but  he  supposes  it  means  that  sailcloth  should  be 
made  of  Long  Flax,  Italian  Hemp,  or  Braack  Hemp;  braacking  means 
cleaning  and  sorting;  the  kinds  of  Hemp  from  Petersburg  are  Clean, 
Outshot,  Half-Clean  and  Codilla,  the  last  is  called  Tow  in  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  82-83 


FORSYTH,  William  (1737-1804).  Gardener 

1.  Soho  Square  1799  Apl.  11*  He  finds  himself  abused  in  the  newspapers  by  Lord 

Leicester’s  friends,  who  insinuate  that  he  (B.)  is  to  be  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  of  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries;  he  therefore  finds  it  necessary  to 
canvass  for  Lord  Lewisham,  for  whom  he  asks  F.  to  vote.  [Lord  Leicester 
(afterwards  Marquis  Townshend),  the  President,  signified  his  intention  of 
resigning  and  Lord  Lewisham  was  put  forward  as  a  candidate  to  succeed 
him ;  actually,  no  change  was  made  and  Lord  Leicester  remained  President 
for  twelve  years  more.  The  original  of  this  letter  has  not  been  located.] 

The  Cottage  Gardener ,  8  (1852),  123 

2.  Soho  Square  1801  July  31  *  He  returns  [John]  Wedgwood’s  letter  and  his  plan  for  a 

Horticultural  Society,  of  which  he  approves,  and  desires  to  be  an  original 
member.  [Facsimile  in  J.R.H.S.  70  (1954),  fig.  123.] 

R.H.S.  Archives 
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FOSTER,  John,  afterwards  Caron  Oriel  (1740-1828).  Politician  and  Agriculturist 

1.  Soho  Square  1801  Apl.  18  *  Has  studied  the  cultivation  of  Hemp  with  zeal;  doubts  if 

it  will  attract  growers  in  Ireland  when  the  price  of  seed  is  so  low ;  owing  to 
drought  last  summer  there  is  a  famine  in  Hemp,  but  he  has  bought  all  the 
seed  he  can  procure  and  has  shipped  40  qrs.  to  Ireland,  where  it  should  be 
sown  by  the  end  of  May.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  47 

2.  Collon  1801  Apl.  24  Thanks  B.  for  procuring  the  Hemp  seed;  Lord  Liverpool’s 

suggestion  that  £30  a  year  would  induce  a  hemp-dresser  to  act  for  the 
Linen  Board  is  not  considered  sufficient;  the  dresser  should  be  paid  more, 
according  to  the  amount  of  work  done;  does  not  know  if  farmers  will 
prefer  Hemp  to  grazing;  it  grows  well  in  reclaimed  bog. 

Kew:  B.C.  4.  44 

3.  Soho  Square  1801  May  15  *  All  the  Hemp  seed  he  has  been  able  to  obtain  has  been 

delivered  to  the  Navy  Board;  the  first  parcel  of  40  qrs.  has  already  been 
delivered,  and  the  second,  only  6  qrs.,  will  soon  be  delivered  in  Dublin; 
has  little  hope  of  procuring  skilled  dressers,  but  cannot  see  that  they 
would  be  of  use  as  the  process  is  the  same  as  for  Flax,  and  could  be  done 
at  the  flax-mills.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  50 


4.  Wimpole  1802  June  27  Encloses  a  letter  from  Charles  Yallancey  ( q.v .);  enquires 
Street  who  is  to  be  employed  for  the  medal  in  honour  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford, 

and  if  he  is  to  be  recommended  for  the  medals  and  seals  mentioned  by 
Yallancey.  D.T.C.  13.  182 


5.  [Soho  Square  1802  June  28]  *  Recommends  [John]  Milton  of  Rolls  Buildings  to  cut 

the  seal  and  sink  the  die;  he  has  been  employed  by  R.S.  to  sink  the  die 
for  a  gold  medal;  B.  has  also  recommended  him  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  execute  the  Duke  of  Bedford  medal ;  recommends  Flaxman 
to  design  the  medals.  D.T.C.  13.  183-184 

6.  Collon  1802  Oct.  24  Proposes  that  a  statue  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  be 

erected  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  subscriptions  collected  in  Ireland  be 
devoted  to  that  purpose,  but  is  willing  to  be  guided  by  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  in  this  matter.  D.T.C.  13.  279-280 

7.  Soho  Square  1803  Apl.  25  *  Regrets  delay  in  placing  his  suggestion  before  the  Com¬ 

mittee,  due  to  ill-health;  the  committee  have  decided  that  one  colossal 
statue  should  be  erected  in  London,  rather  than  smaller  monuments  in 
different  places,  such  being  the  view  of  the  late  Duke’s  family;  requests 
that  the  Irish  subscriptions  be  sent  to  the  bankers,  Hammersley  &  Co. 

de  Beer  Coll.  8 
D.T.C.  14.  78 

8.  Collon  1805  May  15  Has  instructed  Hamilton,  Sec.  of  the  Farmers’  Society,  to 

remit  their  subscription  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Statue  to  the  Committee’s 
bankers,  together  with  a  list  of  contributors;  expresses  his  admiration  of 
Lord  Sheffield,  who  showed  him  B.’s  report  on  the  King’s  Spanish  sheep ; 
considers  that  Ireland  does  not  produce  sufficient  wool. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  204-205 


FOTHERGILL 
1.  — 


,  Anthony,  F.R.S.  (1732  ?-i8i3).  Physician 

1 81 1  —  Sends  meteorological  observations  recorded  in  Philadelphia  in 
the  years  1806-1810.  Sotheby,  13  May,  1929,  11 
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FOTHERGILL, 
i.  [New 
Burlington 
Street 


2-4.  [— 


John,  F.R.S.  (1712-1780).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1 773  ?  — ]  *  Is  grateful  for  his  friendly  intervention  in  settling  the  dispute 

between  himself  and  the  executors  of  the  late  Sydney  Parkinson,  whom  he 
engaged  as  a  draughtsman  [on  Cook’s  First  Voyage] ;  in  appreciation  of 
Parkinson’s  services  and  industry,  he  wishes  to  treat  his  representatives 
generously  and  to  avoid  any  action  at  Law.  [Printed  in  Parkinson’s 
Journal  of  a  Voyage  to  the  South  Seas,  posthumously  published  in  1773  by 
his  brother,  Stansfield  Parkinson.] 

1775  — ]  Three  letters  to  B.  on  settling-up  the  affairs  of  Parkinson  and 

disposing  of  400  copies  of  his  Journal.  Holliday.  209.  343 


FOURCROY,  Antoine  Francois,  Comte  de  (1755-1809).  Chemist 

1.  Paris  1800  Aug.  3  [Dated  15  Thermidor,  an  8.]  Introduces  Delaunay  ( q.v .), 

one  of  the  librarians  of  the  Museum,  who  is  going  to  London;  he  will 
bring  two  copies  of  the  writer’s  Tableaux  Synoptiques,  one  for  B.,  and  one 
for  R.S. ;  thanks  B.  for  his  energy  in  procuring  the  return  of  captured 
specimens;  asks  B.  to  help  Delaunay  to  purchase  some  living  animals; 
desires  samples  of  cloth  from  the  South  Seas;  his  Systeme  des  Connais- 
sances  chimiques  will  probably  appear  about  two  months  hence.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  164-165 

2.  Paris  1802  July  4  [Dated  15  Messidor,  an  10.]  Introduces  Coquebert  Mont- 

bret;  remembers  B.’s  past  kindness  in  sending  him  samples  of  Tahitian 
cloth  and  the  catalogue  of  his  library.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  252 

3.  Paris  1803  Jan.  7  [Dated  17  Nivose,  an  n.]  Asks  B.  for  letters  of  introduction 

for  a  young  man  interested  in  Natural  History,  and  especially  in  Mineral¬ 
ogy,  who  wishes  to  travel  in  India  and  Ceylon.  [Godon  de  Mesurier.] 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  250-251 

4.  Soho  Square  1803  May  4  *  Has  been  unable  to  obtain  permission  either  from  Govern¬ 

ment  or  H.E.I.  Co  for  his  friend  [Godon]  to  travel;  the  publication  of 
Sebastiani’s  account  and  the  appointment  of  engineers  under  the  character 
of  commercial  agents  has  destroyed  confidence  in  the  recommendations  of 
a  Frenchman,  and  the  conduct  of  “your  chief  Consul”  does  not  help; 
literary  men  should  not  hate  one  another  because  their  armies  are  at  war; 
England  does  not  fear  an  invasion.  [N.R.R.S.,  9.  280-281.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  274 
D.T.C.  14.  79-81 


FOWELK,  N.  Surgeon-Major 

1.  Rotterdam  1785  Jan.  4  Refers  to  his  last  meeting  with  B.  at  his  house  in  London 
and  to  the  misfortunes  which  have  prevented  his  communicating  with 
him;  is  sending  “a  piece  of  antiquity”  from  Sicily  for  B.  to  value.  [Written 
from  the  French  Coffee  House.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  84 


FOX,  Charles  James  (1749-1806).  Statesman 

1.  London  1802]  May  7  He  has  always  regarded  B.  as  the  true  friend  of  science, 
and  the  lead  he  has  taken  in  promoting  the  memorial  [to  the  late  Duke  of 
Bedford]  confirms  this  opinion;  he  is  very  fond  of  plants,  but  defective 
eyesight  prevents  any  study  of  them ;  the  double  white  Camellia  given  by 
B.  “has  this  year  been  the  pride  of  our  Greenhouse”;  he  would  like  to 
have  plants  of  the  Myrtle-leaved  Orange  that  he  and  Mrs.  Armistead  saw 
at  Smallbury  Green  [i.e.  Spring  Grove].  D.T.C.  13.  99-100 
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FOX,  Henry  Richard  Vassall,  3rd  Baron  Holland  (1773-1840).  Statesman 

1.  [Holland  1802  Apl.  — ]  Asks  for  12  copies  of  the  proposals  for  the  monument  to 

House  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  to  send  to  prospective  subscribers,  including  the 

Duke  of  Leinster.  Wellcome ,  67766.  (6) 

2.  Holland  1802  May  19  Asks  for  a  further  supply  of  proposals  for  the  Duke  of 

House  Bedford  memorial.  Wellcome,  67766.  (7) 

FOX,  Joseph  (d.  1816).  Philanthropist 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  July  27  *  Has  made  enquiries  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  behalf 

of  Tapiooe  and  hopes  in  a  few  days  to  be  instructed  to  secure  a  passage  for 
him;  asks  for  an  estimate  for  his  allowance,  clothes,  passage,  presents  or 
tools,  etc. ;  as  he  will  be  a  seaman  on  the  passage  cabin  accommodation 
will  not  be  necessary,  the  cost  of  the  passage  will  be  almost  nil,  leaving  a 
larger  allowance  for  tools,  and  necessaries.  [See  Burder,  George.] 

D.T.C.  17.  317 

2.  [Soho  1809  Dec.  16*  Has  provided  for  Tapiooe  a  passage  on  the  ship  for 

Square]  Botany  Bay  as  a  steerage  passenger,  in  charge  of  the  Captain ;  requires  the 

estimate  asked  for  as  soon  as  possible.  D.T.C.  17.  343 


FRANKLAND, 
1.  Stockeld,  nr. 
Wetherby 


2.  Stockeld,  nr. 
Wetherby 


3.  [Stockeld, 

nr.  Wetherby] 

4.  York 


5.  York 


Sir  Thomas,  6th  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1750-1831) 

1777  Aug.  28  Encloses  a  letter  from  Curtis  who  intends  to  give  up 
business  as  an  apothecary  and  devote  himself  to  his  Flora-,  to  enable  him 
to  do  this,  he  requires  a  loan  of  £50  for  a  year  from  a  few  friends ;  he  is 
sure  that  B.  will  give  him  encouragement ;  sends  the  plant  called  by  Light- 
foot  Ranunculus  reptans,  but  Hudson  considers  it  only  a  variety  of  [/?.] 
flammula.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  63 

D.T.C.  1.  146 

1777  Nov.  14  He  sent  Curtis  a  copy  of  B.’s  observations  on  him;  does 
not  know  for  what  purpose  he  requires  the  loan,  as  he  appears  to  have 
capital  enough  to  carry  on;  has  collected  specimens  of  all  the  woods  he 
can  procure  and  has  mounted  them  on  pasteboard,  marked  with  their 
trivial  and  Linnaean  names  and  their  places  of  origin ;  has  many  queries  to 
put  to  B.  on  the  foreign  species;  notwithstanding  Barker’s  recipe  for 
keeping  boots  dry,  has  had  them  soaked  every  time  he  rides. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  65 
D.T.C.  1.  154 

1777  Dec.  2  Describes  the  effect  of  Barker’s  “Rosin”  on  his  boots; 
the  leather  broke  in  all  directions.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  66 

1784  Nov.  20  He  told  B.  (at  Lord  Monson’s)  that  balloons  were  invented 
by  Burgh  of  York  some  years  before  Montgolfier’s  experiments;  has  seen 
Burgh  and  now  corrects  this  statement ;  Burgh  eight  years  ago  proposed  a 
bladder  filled  with  inflammable  air,  but  the  only  experiment  tried  was 
filling  soap  bubbles;  he  has  weighed  the  shot  made  at  Bingly  against 
patent  shot  and  found  the  former  heavier  in  the  proportion  95^:91; 
scarcity  of  game,  snipe  almost  exterminated ;  has  inoculated  his  two  boys ; 
his  father’s  declining  health.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  181 

D.T.C.  4.  92-93 

1786  Mar.  12  The  widow  of  Nathan  Drake  [painter,  of  Lincoln]  lives  in 
York  and  Dr.  [Alexander]  Hunter  has  obtained  from  her  good  impressions 
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Frankland, 

6.  York 

7.  Thirsk 

8.  Thirsk 

9.  York 

10.  York 

11.  Thirkleby 

12.  Thirkleby 

13.  Thirkleby 

14.  Thirkleby 

15.  Thirkleby 

16.  Thirkleby 


Sir  Thomas,  continued 

of  engravings  from  his  works;  is  sending  them  to  B.  by  Pigott,  the  as¬ 
tronomer,  who  is  going  to  London  on  his  way  to  France;  Stubbs  was  a 
portrait-painter  in  York,  “formerly  of  vile  renown’’ ;  mentions  his  building 
operations;  Hudson,  who  has  been  very  ill,  he  hopes  is  recovering. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  228 
D.T.C.  5.  25-26 

1786  Apl.  21  Reports  the  death  of  [John]  Goodricke,  who  has  just  been 
elected  F.R.S.  [6th  April] ;  has  heard  from  Dr.  Hunter  that  the  prints  by 
Drake  of  Boston  have  been  received  by  B. ;  his  experiences  of  trout-fishing. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  230 

1787  Aug.  26  Has  heard  from  his  sister  in  India  that  Eau  de  Luce  is  a 

certain  remedy  for  snake-bites;  the  wet  summer  has  spoiled  the  hay, 
delayed  the  corn  and  drowned  the  game;  his  building  proceeds  slowly, 
and  he  is  exasperated  with  Wyatt,  the  architect.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  280 

D.T.C.  5.  239 

1787  Oct.  20  Has  little  faith  in  Eau  de  Luce  in  spite  of  the  theory  as  to  its 
action ;  there  is  a  popular  belief  that  the  Anguis  fragilis  is  more  poisonous 
than  the  viper;  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  oaks  (with  sketch). 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  287 

1788  Feb.  14  Refers  to  a  theory  that  the  action  of  Eau  de  Luce  is  to 
counteract  the  effect  of  poison  in  the  nerves;  the  experiments  mentioned 
by  B.  prove  that  the  poison  does  not  act  on  the  nerves ;  varying  effects  of 
bites  by  vipers ;  has  a  high  opinion  of  Wyatt’s  ability  as  an  architect. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  296 
D.T.C.  6.  11-12 

1788  May  28  Has  a  peculiar  kind  of  limestone;  he  paid  a  fee  of  10 
guineas  to  have  it  analysed.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  303 

1798  Jan.  6  Describes  tools  made  of  Wootz  Steel;  notes  that  arrows 
without  feathers  may  be  made  to  spin  by  providing  them  with  a  fluted 
head ;  fluted  bullets  also  spin  (sketch) ;  a  scarcity  of  game.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  187 

1798  Feb.  26  Experiments  are  being  made  in  Sheffield  in  the  working  of 
Wootz  Steel ;  offers  for  the  acceptance  of  Miss  Banks  some  tools  made  of  it. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  192 

1798  Sept.  29  Gibbets  and  their  cost;  “to  put  them  up  I  know  to  be 
expensive,  for  alas  it  cost  me  £50  to  hang  Broughton  the  mail  robber  on 
one,  when  I  was  Sheriff  in  1792”;  discusses  the  curl  in  potatoes,  the 
designs  for  the  new  coins,  and  the  superiority  of  Marchant’s  designs. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  203 

1798  Oct.  13  Has  communicated  B.’s  opinion  on  potato-curl  to  Dr.  A. 
Hunter;  complains  of  the  autocracy  of  gardeners;  in  the  design  of  the 
new  coins  there  should  be  different  reverses  for  each  denomination;  has 
been  successful  in  rearing  pheasants.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  205 

1801  Jan.  19  Records  that  a  woodcock  was  shot  and  found  to  have  a 
twig  like  a  bamboo  through  its  body;  peculiarities  of  the  stone  in  the 
cottages  of  the  Wolds.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  243 

1801  Feb.  18  Has  seen  drawings  of  the  “Lucknow  Buffalo”;  is  coming 
to  London,  but  retiring  from  Parliament ;  is  thinning  his  Larch  plantations, 
using  the  wood  for  posts,  rails  and  hurdles.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  244 
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Frankland,  Sir  Thomas,  continued 

17.  Thirkleby  1805  Jan.  27  Recalls  John  Hunter’s  paper  on  hen-pheasants  turning  into 


18.  Thirkleby 

cocks;  the  principle  was  admitted  when  Hunter  himself  was  “voted  to 
be  turned  into  an  old  woman”;  has  shot  one  of  these  hermaphrodites;  it 
had  the  hen’s  cry,  no  spurs,  etc. ;  offers  the  specimen  to  B.  [ See  Knight, 
T.  A.,  No.  71.]  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  299 

D.T.C.  15.  264-265 

1805  Feb.  21  As  suggested  by  B.,  he  sent  the  abnormal  pheasant  to 

Bewick,  who  has  dissected  it;  encloses  his  report;  thinks  Bewick’s  opinion 
is  wrong;  has  been  informed  that  one  of  these  birds  was  killed  at  Audley 
End;  Lord  Duncannon  stated  that  among  100  pheasants  hanging  in  the 
larder  at  Houghton,  two  were  “mules”,  as  they  are  called  in  Norfolk. 
[See  Bewick,  Thomas,  No.  2.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  302 

D.T.C.  1 5.  288 

19.  Thirkleby 

1818  Jan.  14  Sends  description,  with  drawing,  of  a  method  of  baiting 

for  Pike  with  a  Minnow,  communicated  by  a  friend  from  Keswick; 
Trout  and  Char  may  be  taken  by  the  same  method;  the  abundance  of 
Woodcocks  foretold  a  hard  winter,  but  so  far  it  has  been  mild ;  hares  and 
rabbits  have  destroyed  Aucuba  japonica  planted  in  his  woods,  but  the 
Rhododendra  are  untouched ;  news  of  vegetables  and  fruit,  and  loss  of  game 
through  poaching.  Gunther  MS.  14.  19A,  b 

20.  Thirkleby 

1818  Dec.  2  His  pineapples  are  too  full  of  insects  and  too  much  damaged 

to  succeed;  has  procured  some  water-melon  seed;  the  mild  winter  and 
early  signs  of  spring  shown  by  the  flowering  of  Cynoglossum  and  the 
return  of  a  pair  of  ravens  which  breed  annually  in  his  fir  trees. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  23 

21.  Thirkleby 

1819  Mar.  28  Has  received  5  seeds  of  the  plant  Chirimoya  [Annona 

cherimola,  the  Peruvian  Custard  Apple],  3  of  which  he  has  planted,  and  2 
he  sends  to  B. ;  it  is  a  beautiful  plant  from  Lima,  Peru,  bearing  a  delicious 
fruit,  green  outside  and  vermilion  within;  has  received  grafts  of  a  large 
variety  of  Medlar  from  Bath;  last  year  his  gardener  successfully  grafted 
18  flowering  Ashes  by  Knight’s  Herefordshire  method. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  28 

FRANKLAND,  William  (1720-1805) 


1.  Little 
Maddox 
Street 

1801  Dec.  7  Has  written  to  [Thomas]  Bewick  for  specimens  of  his 

[engraved]  bills,  and  will  send  them  to  B.  when  received;  suggests  as  a 
method  of  increasing  the  difficulty  of  forging  banknotes,  the  uniting  in  their 
formation  the  greatest  possible  variety  of  arts  [i.e.  modes  or  techniques  of 
engraving,  etc.] ;  the  forger  would  then  have  to  be  able  to  practise  all  these 
modes  himself  and  be  thereby  more  liable  to  detection;  the  use  of  a 
border  containing  the  words  ‘Bank  of  England’  applied  by  a  stamp 
could  not  be  imitated  by  hand.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  256 

D.T.C.  12.  284-285 

f  RANKLIN,  Benjamin,  F.R.S.  (1706-1790).  Scientist,  Philosopher  and  Statesman 


1.  Passy 

1782  Sept.  9  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  joins  with  him  in  wishing 

“that  such  measures  may  be  taken  by  both  parties  as  may  tend  to  the 
elevation  of  both  rather  than  the  destruction  of  either”  [in  the  War  with 
the  American  Colonies.].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  81 
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Franklin,  Benjamin,  continued 

2.  Passy  1783  July  27  Regrets  not  having  seen  more  of  Blagden,  owing  to  lack 


3.  Passy 

of  time;  rejoices  at  the  restoration  of  peace  [at  R.S.];  he  wishes  he  had 
been  born  later,  so  as  “to  know  what  will  be  known  100  years  hence’’; 
Blagden  will  give  B.  particulars  of  the  balloon  ascent. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  176 

1783  Aug.  30  Describes  the  “Aerostatic  Experiment”,  reported  by 

Charles,  Professor  of  Experimental  Philosophy  at  Paris,  on  27th  August; 
a  globe  of  oiled  silk,  12  ft.  in  diameter,  was  filled  with  inflammable  air 
[Hydrogen]  and  had  a  lifting  power  of  39  lb. ;  it  was  released  in  the 
Champs  de  Mars  in  the  presence  of  50,000  people ;  it  rose  until  it  appeared 
no  larger  than  an  orange  and  was  then  lost  in  the  clouds;  a  message  was 
attached  to  it,  asking  the  finder  to  send  information  of  place,  date,  etc.; 
after  two  days  news  was  received  that  the  balloon  fell  at  Goney,  4  leagues 
distant,  and  that  it  was  open ;  the  peasants  were  afraid  of  it  and  damaged 
it  with  knives;  another  balloon  of  36  ft.  diameter  is  being  made  by  Mont¬ 
golfier;  in  a  PS.  gives  more  information  and  sees  in  this  experiment  the 
possibility  established  that  men  may  fly.  R.S. :  L.  &  P.,  Dec.  8.  36 

4.  Passy 

1783  Oct.  8  A  publication  is  announced  on  the  rise  and  progress  of 

balloon  invention,  but  it  has  not  yet  appeared ;  in  the  meantime,  he  sends 
a  pamphlet  on  the  balloon  ascent  at  Versailles  filled  with  hot  air;  it  carried 
a  basket  in  which  were  a  sheep,  a  duck  and  a  cock;  the  Due  de  Crillon  sent 
up  a  balloon  filled  with  inflammable  air,  carrying  a  lighted  lantern  which  was 
visible  for  about  20  minutes;  it  fell  on  the  next  day  near  Boulogne; 
frequent  repetitions  of  the  experiments  are  now  made,  but  more  interesting 
results  are  hoped  for  from  the  balloon  now  being  made  by  subscription  by 
Charles  and  Robert.  R.S. :  L.  &  P.,  Dec.  8.  37 

5.  Passy 

1783  Nov.  30  Sends  the  book  by  Faujas  [de  St.  Fond]  on  balloons;  there 

is  great  delay  in  filling  balloons  with  inflammable  air;  he  encloses  a  paper 
describing  the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Robert,  constructors  of  the  large 
balloon,  and  other  papers  on  the  subject,  one  of  which  contains  the 
journal  of  the  “first  aerial  voyage  performed  by  man”;  he  hopes  to  be 
present  at  the  experiment  next  day.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  177 

6.  Passy 

1783  Dec.  15  Sends  Charles’s  account  of  his  flight ;  hopes  to  send  a  letter 

to  B.  by  air  if  Charles’s  attempt  to  fly  from  Paris  to  London  with  the  first 
fair  wind  eventuates.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  178 

7.  Passy 

1784  Aug.  21  Thanks  B.  for  informing  him  that  R.S.  has  presented  him 

with  a  gold  medal  in  honour  of  Capt.  Cook  and  requests  that  it  may  be 
handed  to  his  grandson  who  will  bring  it  to  Paris;  he  is  also  grateful  for 
the  publication  of  Cook’s  Voyages  received  through  Lord  Howe;  he  is 
interested  to  hear  that  experiments  with  balloons  are  now  being  made  in 
England;  he  is  much  amused  by  Mesmer’s  claim  to  heal  by  animal 
magnetism,  which  has  brought  him  20,000  louis ;  he  is  (F.)  a  member  of  the 
Commission  of  Enquiry  appointed  to  investigate  this  alleged  phenomenon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  282-283 

8.  Passy 

1785  Apl.  17  Introduces  Anisson,  son  of  the  Director  of  the  Royal 

Printing  Press,  and  enquires  if  he  is  eligible  to  be  elected  F.R.S. ;  he  has  a 
method  of  treating  bound  books  to  render  them  flat. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  85 
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FRANN,  Joseph.  Pathologist 

i.  Wilna  1804  Nov.  10  Introduces  his  colleague  Beau,  Professor  of  Physiology  at 

Wilna;  well  remembers  B.’s  kindness  to  him  when  in  London;  he  went  to 
Vienna  and  thence  to  Wilna,  where  he  holds  the  chair  of  Pathology;  the 
King’s  encouragement  of  the  arts  and  sciences  he  hopes  will  cause  learning 
to  spread  over  his  realm;  has  just  published  the  first  vol.  of  his  Travels. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  388-389 


FRANZ,  Friedrich  Christian 

1.  Dresden  1818  Dec.  1  Sends  Diploma  of  the  Economical  Society  of  Saxony;  asks 
for  a  supply  of  Helianthus  tuberosus,  to  improve  the  local  strain;  Baron 
von  Just,  Ambassador  in  London,  will  forward  it  to  Dresden ;  offers  Seidel’s 
Catalogue.  [German.]  Brabourne,  99-100 


FRASER,  Sir  William,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (d.  1818) 

1.  St.  James’s  1783  July  2  Returns  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton’s  account  of  earthquakes  and 
would  like  to  borrow  it  again  after  it  has  been  read  to  R.S.  [Note  by  B., 
“In  consequence  of  this  account  having  been  lent  as  above,  it  was  pub¬ 
lished  at  length  in  the  newspapers  before  the  volume  of  Transactions 
containing  it  could  be  published.”]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  145 


FREEBAIRN,  Charles 

1.  Edinburgh  1773  June  8  Sends  description  of  mining  operations,  with  plan,  carried 
on  at  Ardachie  and  other  localities,  and  specimens  of  the  ores  obtained. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  37 


FREND,  William  (1757-1841).  Reformer  and  Scientific  Writer 

1.  Hook  1814  Dec.  6  Sends  description,  with  a  diagram,  of  his  “Tangible 

Alphabet”  which  he  devised  for  a  lady  who  is  blind  and  deaf;  the  tips  of 
the  thumb  and  fingers  [of  the  left  hand]  are  appropriated  to  the  vowels, 
the  other  letters  following  downwards — thumb  A-D,  first  finger  E-H, 
second  finger  I-N,  third  O-T,  and  fourth  U-Z;  words  are  spelled  by 
touching  the  appropriate  part  of  the  patient’s  hand.  [A  variety  of  the  well- 
known  “Deaf-and-Dumb”  alphabet,  applied  for  the  use  of  the  blind.] 

D.T.C.  19.  98-99 


FRETWELL,  Rev.  John  (d.  1829).  Rector  of  Raithby 
1.  Raithby  1812  Oct.  6  Encloses  information  on  the  cultivation  of  Lingberries  and 
Cranberries  which  he  wrote  down  at  Spilsby  from  the  dictation  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dickinson;  a  man  from  Halton  Holegate  has  brought  him  a 
stag’s  horn  found  in  the  Fen  which  resembles  the  horn  of  Cervus  cana¬ 
densis,  and  which  the  finder  intends  to  show  to  B.  Dazvson  MS.  45.  32-33 


FROMOND,  Giovanni  Francesco  (d.  1786).  Optician  and  Instrument  maker 

1.  Milan  1783  Jan.  28  Gives  details  of  making  his  new  microscope  and  sends  the 

strongest  of  his  lenses  to  B.  for  an  impartial  opinion  on  it;  the  lens  will  be 
taken  to  London  and  presented  to  B.  by  [Franz  Xaver]  Zach  ( q.v.)  \  gives 
technical  details  of  the  lens.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  179 

2.  Milan  *784  June  28.  Thanks  B.  for  his  reply  about  his  achromatic  lens;  complains 

of  bad  faith  and  dishonesty  by  Zach.  [Italian.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  284 
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FROSSARD,  Benjamin  Sigismond 

i.  Lyons  1789  Mar.  15  Sends  B.  his  recent  publication  against  negro  slavery  and 

asks  for  news  of  the  results  obtained  by  the  society  for  the  exploration  of 
Egypt  founded  by  Banks  [the  African  Association  is  meant],  and  also  of 
Liddiard’s  [Ledyard’s]  expedition;  as  B.  is  known  to  be  opposed  to  slavery, 
hopes  he  will  have  a  great  influence  on  public  opinion  in  England.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  179 

FULLARTON,  William  (1754-1808).  Colonel,  late  Commissioner  of  Trinidad 

1799  Jan.  10  [To  —  Young,  Jeweller,  Ludgate  Street.]  Has  applied 
through  official  channels  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  for  leave  to  use  his  profile, 
arms  and  emblems  on  the  coins  which  a  company  [Ayrshire  Canal  Co.]  will 
circulate ;  this  permission  has  been  granted ;  desires  Young  to  employ  [John] 
Milton  to  execute  a  specimen  shilling  coin;  gives  directions  for  the  design 
and  lettering ;  instructs  him  to  keep  the  matter  secret  and  mention  it  to  no 
one  except  Milton.  [On  verso,  note  by  B.  that  Young  called  to  sell  to  Miss 
Banks  a  two  guinea  piece  of  George  III  and  he  then  told  her  of  this 
transaction ;  he  requested  Milton  to  call  and  he  brought  this  letter  and  the 
specimen  coin,  and  said  that  Col.  F.  wished  to  find  someone  to  contract 
for  a  large  quantity  of  silver.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  21 1 

D.T.C.  11.  160-162 

1799  Apl.  28  Desires  to  consult  B.  on  a  matter  already  mentioned  to  him 
by  Milton;  a  Company  in  the  county  of  Ayr  desiring  to  remove  the 
impediment  to  all  great  undertakings,  namely  the  deficiency  of  copper  and 
silver  currency,  it  was  first  intended  to  issue  promissory  tokens,  but  as 
objections  to  this  were  raised,  application  was  made  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
to  allow  his  effigy  and  emblems  to  be  used  for  such  coins  as  the  company 
might  issue;  this  application  was  made  under  the  impression  that  such 
pieces  might  be  legally  issued  provided  they  did  not  imitate  the  coin  of  the 
realm  and  that  H.R.H.  might  permit  his  effigy  and  emblems  to  be  so  used; 
understands  from  Milton  that  B.  declares  the  proposed  issue  to  be  irregular 
and  asks  B.’s  advice,  which  the  Company  will  follow.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  217 

D.T.C.  11.  207-208 

3.  Soho  Square  1799  May  2  *  Milton  has  consulted  him  on  the  Company’s  proposal  to 

him  to  sink  dies  for  crowns,  half-crowns,  shillings  and  sixpences  in  silver 
and  he  advised  him  on  no  account  to  engage  in  such  an  undertaking; 
coining  in  the  precious  metals  is  a  prerogative  of  the  Crown  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales  had  never  in  history  attempted  to  assume,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  Company  must  be  mistaken  in  thinking  that  H.R.H.  had  given 
permission  for  his  effigy,  arms  and  emblems  to  be  used  on  any  coins 
whatsoever;  suggests  that  the  Company  should  not  proceed  without 
obtaining  first  the  opinion  and  the  sanction  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown.  D.T.C.  11.  209-210 

4.  Fullarton  1799  May  20  [To  —  Young,  Jeweller,  Ludgate  Street.]  By  the  advice  of 
B.,  the  company  has  submitted  four  queries  to  Mr.  [later  Sir  Wm]  Grant, 
K.C.,  copies  of  which  with  the  answers  will  be  sent  to  him  and  to  B.;  it 
appears  that  there  is  no  legal  objection  to  the  proposed  issue;  silver  and 
copper  tokens  are  prepared  with  the  same  tools  and  implements,  and 
Grant’s  observations  thereon,  by  8-9  Wm.  III.  c.  26  apply  to  milling 
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1.  Fullarton, 
nr.  Ayr 


2.  Fullarton, 
nr.  Ayr 


Fullarton,  William,  continued 

which  the  company  has  no  intention  of  attempting;  desires  him  to  ask 
Milton  if  he  has  any  further  doubts  to  state  them.  [See  Grant,  William.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  223 
D.T.C.  11.  219-220 

5.  Fullarton  1799  May  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  assistance  and  encloses  the  opinion  of 

Grant ;  his  observations  on  the  tools  and  implements  mentioned  in  the  Act 
of  Wm.  Ill  apply  to  milling,  which  the  company  does  not  intend  to 
perform;  requests  him  to  inform  Milton  how  far  the  answers  are  satis¬ 
factory  in  removing  his  objections.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  222 

D.T.C.  11.  218 

6.  Soho  Square  1799  May  24  *  As  the  matter  of  coining  silver  tokens  has  become,  after 

consideration  of  Grant’s  opinion,  a  matter  for  Government,  he  proposes 
to  bring  the  case  before  the  Coin  Committee  of  Privy  Council,  of  wdiich  he 
is  a  member;  he  cannot  agree  with  the  opinion  that  the  Act  quoted  by 
Grant  bears  only  on  the  tools  used  for  milling;  he  doubts  whether  any 
artist  ought  to  hazard  the  opinion  of  a  Jury  on  the  letter  of  the  Act  when 
the  crime  it  is  meant  to  prevent  is  liable  to  the  penalties  of  High  Treason; 
permission  for  a  subordinate  mint  for  the  company  is  not  likely  to  be 
granted;  is  surprised  that  he  (F.)  and  Grant  did  not  recollect  an  Act 
passed  in  the  last  session  on  the  coining  of  silver.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  224 

D.T.C.  11.  221-222 

7.  Fullarton  1799  J nly  4  His  friends  of  the  company  do  not  wish  the  matter  brought 

before  the  Privy  Council  until  he  has  an  opportunity  of  seeing  B.  and 
discussing  it;  states  his  interpretation  of  the  Act  referring  to  tools  and 
implements;  he  presumes  B.  has  no  objection  to  Milton  finishing  the 
engraving  [of  the  dies]  provided  he  keeps  them  in  his  own  possession.  [See 
Jenkinson,  Charles,  Nos.  86,  87.]  D.T.C.  11.  237-238 


FULLER,  William 

1.  George  1784  Aug.  21  He  sets  forth  for  the  second  time  his  advertisement  of 

Street,  his  new  method  of  ascertaining  Longitude  from  a  given  meridian,  and 

Blackfriars  complains  of  the  long  delay  by  the  Board  of  Longitude  in  making  any 

pronouncement  upon  it.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  42 

FULTON,  Rev.  Henry  (1761-1840).  Colonial  Chaplain 

1.  Sydney  [1809] —  [To  Mrs.  Bligh.]  A  long  narrative  of  the  disgraceful  treatment 

of  Governor  Bligh  by  the  insurgent  members  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps ;  complaints  against  the  Rev.  Samuel  Marsden.  D.  T.C.  1 7.  234-244 


FURSTENBERG,  Joseph  Friedrich,  Landgrave  of 


Ibbotson’s 

Hotel 

[Ibbotson’s 

Hotel] 

[Soho  Square 


1790  Nov.  20  Wishes  to  make  B.’s  acquaintance  and  requests  an  inter¬ 
view.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  56 

1790  Nov.  23  Will  call  upon  B.  in  company  with  his  son  and  Capt. 

Brown,  this  day.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  57 

1790  Nov.  24]  *  Regrets  his  absence  in  the  country  prevented  him  from 
replying  to  the  two  letters  received,  but  will  be  honoured  by  a  visit  from 
His  Highness  at  any  time  except  the  morning  of  the  24th  and  evening  of 
the  25th  when  he  will  have  to  be  at  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  56  vo. 
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FYDELL,  Thomas  (1740-1812) 
1.  Boston 


2.  Custom 
House, 
Lynn 

2.  Boston 


Boston 


Lincolnshire  Landowner;  M.P.  for  Boston 

1796  Nov.  1 1  An  intended  riot  in  Boston  being  rumoured,  the  Yeomanry 
Cavalry  were  called  in;  when  the  mob  assembled  they  were  prevented 
from  doing  any  harm  while  the  magistrates  met  to  hear  the  Militia  appeals; 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Deputy  Lieutenants  to  bring  the  old  Militia  law  into 
execution,  it  was  found  that  the  form  of  the  statute  26  Geo.  III.  c.  107, 
sect.  22  had  not  been  complied  with,  so  they  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
for  his  opinion.  [Copy  of  letter  from  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  seven  J.P. 
and  D.L. ;  copy  of  the  Duke’s  reply  that  their  proceedings  were  not  in 
order ;  copy  of  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Ancaster,  Lord  Lieut,  of  Lincolnshire 
(3.  1.  13.  A-c);  see  also  Linton,  John,  No.  3.]  Lindsey.  3.  1.  13 

1801  Feb.  7  [From  Samuel  Lane,  Collector  of  Customs.]  He  has  sent 
by  F.’s  barge  12  casks  containing  18,000  herrings;  details  the  method  of 
computing  the  number,  weight  and  cost.  [Note  by  B.  as  to  his  instructions 
for  the  distribution  of  the  herrings  to  the  poor.]  Hill  Coll.  1.  10 

1807  June  1  Reports  that  the  materials  for  B.’s  new  vinery  have  arrived 
at  Revesby,  but  erection  is  not  yet  completed ;  a  glazier  named  Blow  has 
called  upon  him  and  quoted  a  low  price  for  fixing  the  glass;  asks  for 
instructions  as  to  engaging  Blow.  Hill  Coll.  2.  13 

1807  June  9  Has  been  to  Revesby  and  has  seen  Blow  who  is  ready  to 
begin  work  immediately;  various  fittings  are  still  required  for  the  vinery; 
reports  flooding  in  the  Fens  and  great  damage  to  crops. 

Hill  Coll.  2.  13 


FYDELL,  Thomas.  Son  of  Thomas  Fydell,  M.P. 

1.  London  1803  Nov.  3  Has  been  released,  together  with  Clarke,  from  imprisonment 

in  France ;  informs  B.  that  the  French  troops  are  moving  from  the  German 
side  to  the  coast.  [Fydell,  and  Clarke,  the  son  of  a  merchant  of  Boston, 
were  released  through  the  intervention  of  B.]  D.T.C.  14.  164-165 

FYOT,  — .  Astronomer 

1.  [Paris]  1782  Apl.  4  Makes  a  correction  to  the  announced  time  of  the  onset  of 

the  Solar  Eclipse  of  12th  April.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  82 

GABRIEL,  — .  Vice-President,  Cayenne  Appeal  Tribunal 

1.  Greenwich  1803  Sept.  3  The  French  ship  U  Union  has  been  captured  by  the  English 
cutters  Nile  and  Success ;  there  is  an  immense  collection  of  plants  and  animals 
on  board  collected  by  Joseph  Martin  [q.v.],  the  botanist  for  the  French 
Govt,  in  Cayenne ;  he  was  taken  on  the  Success  it  is  believed  to  Jersey ;  the 
other  passengers  are  at  Greenwich  and  can  return  to  France  by  exchange 
with  English  prisoners,  but  they  have  no  money  to  pay  for  a  passage  to 
Calais;  there  were  many  splendid  plants  and  trees  in  U  Union  which  will 
certainly  not  survive  the  winter  climate  in  the  open  air;  asks  B.’s  advice. 
[See  Deschamps,  L.  A.,  No.  i.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.253-254 

GADOLIN,  Johan  (1760-1852).  Chemist  and  Mineralogist 

1.  Abo  1788  Aug.  5  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  during  his  visit  to  England;  at 

Stockholm  he  repeated  Pictet’s  experiments  for  reflecting  heat  from 
concave  mirrors,  with  Prof.  Wileke  and  others;  hopes  to  remain  at  Abo 
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Gadolin,  Johan,  continued 

Univ.  to  conduct  analyses  of  various  minerals;  asks  B.  for  samples  of 


2.  Abo 

diamond  spar;  is  sending  a  paper  on  a  method  of  analysing  Iron  to  the 
Memoirs  of  Stockholm  Academy.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  51-52 

1788  Dec.  11  Is  very  honoured  that  B.  should  wish  to  correspond  with 

him;  sends  his  reflexions  on  the  new  French  chemical  nomenclature; 
reports  on  how  Copper  can  be  “tinned”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  180-181 

3.  Abo 

1790  Aug.  30  Returns  thanks  for  specimens  of  Adamantine  Spar  and 

discusses  questions  in  connection  therewith ;  mentions  other  research  work 
and  promises  to  inform  B.  of  the  results  of  his  own  work  on  the  spar  if  of 
sufficient  importance.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  31 1-3 12 

4.  Abo 

1799  Nov.  28  He  and  Tihleman  have  established  a  laboratory  at  Abo 

for  large-scale  experiments;  they  have  devised  a  method  of  producing 
Aqua  Fortis  very  cheaply  and  if  it  could  be  patented  and  a  large  plant 
erected  a  fortune  might  be  made ;  as  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  such  a  patent 
in  Sweden  asks  for  B.’s  advice  whether  they  could  sell  their  process  in 

England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  60-61 

GAERTNER,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (1732-1791).  Botanist 
1.  Leiden  1 778  Sept.  21  Sends  the  catalogue  of  the  library  of  Gronovius  to  be  sold 


2.  Leiden 

5th  Oct. ;  will  inform  B.  on  the  state  of  the  Gronovius  Herbarium.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  161 
1778  Oct.  9  Sends  list  of  books  bought  for  B.  at  the  Gronovius  sale;  the 

Herbarium  was  bought  by  Lord  Bute ;  Thunberg  has  arrived  at  Amsterdam. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  164-165 

3.  Leiden 

1778  Sept.  25  Has  inspected  the  Herbarium  of  Gronovius  which  con¬ 

tains  over  4,000  species,  some  very  rare ;  the  portion  collected  by  Grono¬ 
vius  Senior  contains  many  plants  from  Clayton,  Vaillant,  Hudson,  Miller 
and  Gesner,  which  were  examined  by  Linnaeus ;  the  collection  of  Grono¬ 
vius  Junior  contains  plants  from  Jacquin;  has  bought  some  books  for 
B.  at  the  Rykevorsel  sale,  but  not  many,  as  the  prices  were  so  high. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  166 

4.  Leiden 

1778  Oct.  23  The  books  bought  for  B.  have  been  sent  off;  the  book¬ 

seller,  J.  F.  Motte,  will  present  his  bill  through  de  Cotes ;  has  met  Thun¬ 
berg  at  Rotterdam;  Van  Royen  proposes  to  draw  up  a  catalogue  of  his 
Herbarium  and  will  send  it  to  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  162-163 

5.  Calw 

1784  June  28  For  nearly  five  years  has  been  suffering  from  severe  illness 

affecting  his  eyes,  and  has  been  unable  to  write;  Martini,  Gmelin’s 
companion  in  Siberia,  died  there  and  the  plants  collected  were  all  sold 
to  their  ruler;  had  hoped  to  make  a  selection  from  this  collection  for  B. ; 
has  been  engaged  on  working  out  the  plants  collected  on  his  last  voyage 
and  has  nearly  completed  the  drawings  and  descriptions;  sends  list  of 
genera  and  prints  of  the  engravings;  hopes  B.  will  allow  Dryander  to 
send  particulars  of  the  plants  listed  separately;  these  are  of  species  of 
which  he  has  no  specimens.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  449-450 

6.  Calw 

1788  Dec.  12  Sends  two  copies  of  his  first  volume  on  fruits  and  thanks 

B.  for  his  help  in  sending  rare  and  exotic  fruits;  the  second  volume  is 
ready  in  manuscript,  but  cannot  be  printed  because  of  the  expense;  asks 
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B.  to  promote  the  sale  of  the  first  vol.  so  as  to  make  possible  the  printing 
of  the  second.  \De  Fructibus  et  Seminibus  plantarum ,  Stutgardiae,  1788- 
1807.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  182 

7.  Calw  1789  Apl.  2  Asks  whether  the  copies  of  his  book  reached  B.  as  the  parcel 

was  mistakenly  sent  to  the  wrong  agent.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  183 

8.  Calw  1790  May  17  Announces  that  his  second  vol.  is  in  the  press  and  that  the 

third  vol.  is  nearly  ready;  will  send  copies  to  B.  as  soon  as  the  paper  for 
printing  the  illustrations  arrives;  discusses  botanical  matters  connected 
with  his  work  and  asks  B.  to  send  him  certain  plants  needed  to  complete 
it;  sends  list  of  Desiderata  Carpologica  for  an  intended  supplement. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  41-42 

GAERTNER,  Karl  Friedrich  (1772-1850).  Botanist 

1.  Stuttgart  1792  June  4  Announces  the  death  of  his  father  and  thanks  B.  for  assist¬ 

ance  in  preparing  his  book  De  Fructibus ,  etc. ;  sends  two  copies  of  Vol.  2, 
one  of  them  for  R.S. ;  complains  of  the  poor  sale  of  the  book  and  suggests 
disposing  of  the  copyright.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  43-44 

2.  [Soho  Square  1792  July — ]*  Acknowledges  receipt  of  two  copies  of  the  book;  that  for 

R.S.  will  be  acknowledged  by  the  Secretary;  speaks  highly  of  the  value  of 
the  work,  and  advises  against  disposing  of  it  outright. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  44  vo. 


GAGE,  Henry,  3rd  Viscount  Gage  (1761-1808) 

1.  Foile  1803  Aug.  6  Sends  draft  for  20  gns.,  his  subscription  to  the  memorial 

to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.  Wellcome,  67766.  (24) 

GAHAGAN,  Laurence  (1756-1817).  Sculptor 

1.  Bentinck  St.,  1802  May  10  Offers  to  send  in  a  design  for  the  proposed  statue  of  the 
Soho  late  Duke  of  Bedford  and  will  call  the  following  day  for  an  answer. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  49 

GAISFORD,  Rev.  Thomas  (1779-1855).  Regius  Professor  of  Greek,  Oxford 

1.  London  1815  Oct.  23  *  Introduces  Marron,  Protestant  Minister  in  Paris,  who  is 

visiting  Oxford ;  congratulates  G.  on  his  marriage  to  the  daughter  of  one 
of  his  oldest  friends,  R.  Douglas.  N.M.M.  37  MS.  1683. 

GALLITZIN  — See  Gholitziun. 


GALLOT,  — 

1.  Dieppe 

2.  Rouen 


1774  Sept.  19  Confides  to  B.  that  he  has  always  desired  to  voyage  round 
the  world ;  asks  advice  as  to  how  to  set  about  it  and  which  language  would 
be  the  most  useful  for  him  to  learn.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  95-96 

1775  Mar.  8  Repeats  the  questions  in  his  last  letter  to  which  he  has  not 

received  a  reply.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  93-94 

GALT,  John  (1779-1839).  Novelist 

1.  Covent  1816  Apl.  26  Informs  B.  of  a  proposed  institution  for  the  encouragement 

Garden  of  Botany  and  other  sciences;  asks  for  B.’s  opinion. 

Chambers  D.T.C.  19.  261 
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Galt,  John,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1816  Apl.  27  *  Cannot  give  any  opinion  on  the  proposed  institution;  “I 
am  not  in  correspondence  with  you  on  this  subject,  &  I  trust  that  I  shall 
not  in  future  be  called  upon  by  you  for  any  opinion  upon  it.” 

D.T.C.  19.  262 

GANDOLFI  NEL  CASTROVANI,  Luigi  Antura  (fl.  1806-1818).  Superior  of  the 
Lebanon  Mission 

1.  —  1816  May  10  Report  on  the  symptoms  produced  by  poisoned  milk; 

victims  of  such  poisoning  are  free  from  gout  for  a  long  period.  [Italian.] 

D.T.C.  19.  265-266 


GARDEN,  Alexander,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1730-1791).  Physician  and  Botanist 
1.  Curl  Shoal,  1784  Apl.  14  Sends  seeds  of  various  flowering  plants  and  fruit-trees  with 
Carolina  descriptions;  hopes  they  will  be  successfully  reared  in  B.’s  garden. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  264 


GARDINER,  James  (fl.  1806-1815).  Head  Gardener,  Re vesby  Abbey 

1.  Revesby  1807  Apl.  1  Informs  B.  that  the  Vine-plants  for  the  new  vinery  have 
Abbey  arrived  in  good  condition;  list  of  the  15  varieties;  the  bricklayer  is  ready 

to  begin  work,  but  the  garden  wall  is  13  in.  out  of  square  and  must  be 
taken  down  and  rebuilt  before  the  carpenter’s  work  can  be  erected  against 
it;  asks  for  instructions.  Hill  Coll.  2.  8 


2.  Revesby  1807  June  1  Reports  that  the  framework  of  the  vinery  has  arrived  and  is 
Abbey  being  erected;  various  fittings  and  the  furnace  have  not  come;  asks  for 

instructions  as  to  procuring  them.  Hill  Coll.  2.  12 


GARDT,  Adolph.  Chemist 

1.  Beuthen  1818  Sept.  7  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  raw  material  for  paper-making  he 
has  been  investigating  substitutes,  and  finds  first-year  bark  of  the  mul¬ 
berry-tree  the  best,  and  the  waste  from  flax  and  hemp  is  also  suitable; 
after  bleaching  with  acid,  the  result  resembles  rag-paper,  but  it  is  con¬ 
siderably  cheaper  to  produce;  he  has  been  granted  a  Patent,  but  has  not 
the  capital  to  erect  a  paper-mill;  asks  B.  if  he  knows  of  any  company  or 
individual  who  would  take  up  the  process  in  England ;  distills  from  local 
grapes  an  excellent  Hungarian  wine,  a  sample  of  which  he  offers  B. ;  the 
residue,  after  pressing,  he  uses  in  a  process  of  tanning.  [German.] 

Gunther  MS.  14.  22 

GARRARD,  George  (1760-1826).  Animal  Painter 
1.  [London  1802  — ]  He  is  making  a  colossal  bust  of  his  late  patron,  the  Duke  of 

Bedford,  and  invites  B.  to  inspect  it.  Wellcome.  67766.  (53) 

GARTHSHORE,  Maxwell,  F.R.S.  (1732-1812).  Physician  and  Accoucheur 

1.  St.  Martin’s  1791  Apl.  27  Suggests  that  B.  in  his  generosity  to  the  libraries  of  the 
Lane  University  and  the  Advocates  has  forgotten  the  College  of  Physicians  in 

Edinburgh,  whose  Treasurer  Dr.  Spens  is  now  in  London;  wishes  to 
bring  him  as  a  guest  to  the  R.S.  Club.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  92 


23  b.l. 
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Garthshore,  Maxwell,  continued 

2.  St.  Martin’s  1792  Oct.  13  A  chatty  letter  about  events  in  London  since  B.’s  departure 
Lane  for  Revesby;  has  a  paper  from  John  Anderson  of  Glasgow  on  his  Rain 

Gauge  which  Planta  thinks  should  be  read  at  R.S.;  his  Saturday  evening 
meetings  at  his  house  are  well  attended  by  philosophers  who  talk  more  of 
politics  than  science ;  Valli  of  Pisa  has  demonstrated  his  electrical  experi¬ 
ments  on  frogs ;  news  of  Home,  Baillie,  Combe,  Simmons,  etc. ;  is  pleased 
to  see  Sir  George  [Baker]  restored  to  the  presidency  of  the  College  [of 
Physicians]  from  which  he  was  removed  by  a  manoeuvre.  D.T.C.  8.  91-93 

Bamber  (1725-1791).  Receiver- General  of  Customs 

1784  Sept.  23-25  Has  been  touring  South  Wales  and  is  delighted  with 
the  scenery;  plentiful  harvest  of  corn,  fruit  and  hops;  will  return  to  Essex 
and  afterwards  visit  Liverpool.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  268-269 

- Regrets  he  was  unable  to  accept  B.’s  invitation  to  Spring  Grove 

as  he  was  away  when  the  letter  arrived;  sends  a  Liverpool  Tide-Table; 
the  port  is  now  a  fine  one  and  he  hopes  B.  will  be  able  to  visit  it  in  his 
company  during  the  summer.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  340 

GAY-LUSSAC,  Louis  Joseph,  F.M.R.S.  (1778-1850).  Chemist 

1.  [Paris]  1 8 1 1  Feb.  17  [Signed  also  by  Louis  Jacques  Thenard.]  They^offer  to 

R.S.  their  joint  work  which  has  just  been  published  [ Recherches  physico- 
chimiques  .  .  .  sur  les  proprietes  du  Potassium,  etc.,  2  vols.,  Paris  1 8 1 1 .] 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  1 18 

1794  Jan.  28  Long  description  of  his  invention  to  accomplish  perpetual 
motion ;  is  unable  to  complete  it  owing  to  his  distress  and  lack  of  funds. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  107 

1794  Jan.  29  *  In  recognition  of  G.’s  ingenuity  and  distress,  subscribes 
for  his  relief,  but  assures  him  that  his  invention  is  certainly  not  perpetual 
motion;  subscribes  4  gns.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  12 

GENTIL,  Jean  Baptiste  Joseph  (1726-1799).  Military  Officer 

1.  [Soho  1795  [Dec.  6]  *  Has  read  with  interest  his  manuscripts  on  the  mode  of 

Square]  carrying  on  war  against  the  negroes  of  Surinam;  is  returning  the  papers 

by  his  servant  lest  they  should  be  lost  if  sent  by  coach.  D.T.C.  9.  323 

GEOFFROY-SAINT-HILAIRE,  Etienne  (1772-1844).  Naturalist 

1.  Onboard  1808  Sept.  19  Informs  B.  that  he  teaches  at  the  Museum  dTIist.  Nat., 

La  Nymphe,  Paris,  and  is  Broussonet’s  successor  at  the  Institut ;  he  came  to  Portugal 

Lisbon  to  study  Nat.  Hist,  and  to  take  part  of  a  collection  from  Brazil  offered  by 

Count  Hoffmannsegg  ( q.v .),  the  rest  of  which  will  go  to  Berlin;  in  Lisbon 
he  could  obtain  material  for  his  work  on  Fishes;  he  had  brought  boxes  of 
specimens  to  exchange  for  duplicates  in  the  King’s  collection  at  Ajuda, 
in  charge  of  Vandelli  (q.v.)',  he  had  17  cases  and  a  barrel  of  specimens 
received  in  exchange  and  from  other  naturalists,  but  the  Governor  of 
Lisbon  had  forbidden  him  to  take  them  from  the  country;  his  collection 
was  then  reduced  to  13  cases  and  a  box  of  fishes  in  spirit,  and  these  were 
taken  off  the  ship  in  spite  of  Vandelli’s  declaration  that  they  were  only 


GEEMAN,  F. 

1.  Chichester 
Rents 

2.  Soho  Square 


GASCOYNE, 

1.  Shobden 

2.  — 
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Geoffro  y- S  ai  nt- H I  LAI  re,  Etienne,  continued, 

duplicates;  he  then  asked  if  they  could  be  taken  to  London,  but  was 
refused;  asks  for  B.’s  help.  [ French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  31-32 


GEORGE  III, 
1.  [Soho 
Square] 


2.  St.  James’s 


H.M.  King  (1738-1820) 

1787  Aug.  10  *  Was  unsuccessful  in  seeing  H.M.  when  at  Kew;  requests 
that  two  rams  and  four  ewes  of  the  finest  Spanish  breed  be  procured; 
owing  to  the  annual  migration  of  the  sheep  in  the  autumn,  the  utmost 
speed  is  necessary  in  view  of  the  probability  of  a  Spanish  embargo. 
[Edzv.  Smith  102.]  D.T.C.  5.  205-206 

1787  Aug.  10  The  King  is  much  hurt  that  he  was  not  informed  of  B.’s 
visit,  as  he  would  have  seen  him ;  is  also  much  pleased  that  two  rams  and 
four  ewes  have  been  sent  for,  and  would  wish  for  20  ewes  and  10  rams,  as 
it  may  not  be  possible  to  continue  acquiring  these  animals;  hopes  that 
those  exported  from  Bilbao  will  not  stop  attempts  being  made  of  getting 
some  sheep  through  France  and  Portugal.  [Edzv.  Smith,  1 02-1 03.] 

D.T.C.  5.  207 

1787  Nov.  29  Regrets  that  B.  is  laid  up  with  gout ;  is  pleased  to  hear  that 
a  small  flock  is  on  the  way,  and  hopes  that  Spanish  sheep  will  be  obtained 
through  Portugal.  [Edzv.  Smith,  103.]  D.T.C.  5.  283 

1789  Nov.  25  *  A  ram  and  two  ewes  procured  from  Bilbao  by  Nepean 
have  just  arrived,  and  four  more  are  expected ;  another  ram  and  two  ewes 
were  delivered  at  Kew  on  26th  June;  regrets  the  failure  of  his  Lisbon  plan, 
but  has  now  placed  the  commission  in  other  hands;  Lord  Auckland  has 
brought  from  Spain  samples  of  the  finest  wool,  and  speaks  of  the  procuring 
of  Spanish  sheep  as  a  matter  of  great  difficulty.  Windsor,  R.A.  6637 

5.  Soho  Square  1800  June  5  *  Encloses  plan  for  the  sale  of  rams  and  ewes  of  the  King’s 

flock  for  approval;  if  approved  it  may  be  published  as  an  appendix  to  a 
pamphlet  on  wool  which  Lord  Sheffield  is  about  to  issue  for  the  woollen 
manufacturers,  and  B.  himself  can  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  principal 
breeders  at  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s  Sheep  Shearing  at  Woburn  on  16th 
June.  Windsor,  R.A.  9645 

6.  Soho  Square  1801  Dec.  14  *  Is  confined  to  bed  by  illness,  but  writes  to  say  that  he 

hopes  he  has  at  last  succeeded  in  making  good  mutton  of  true-bred  Spanish 
wethers;  eleven  carcasses  have  been  highly  approved  by  the  butchers  in 
Newgate  Market,  and  they  will  now  be  exhibited  in  Bond  Street. 

Windsor,  R.A.  10495 


3.  Queen’s 
House 

4.  [Soho 
Square] 


GERNING,  J.  J. 

1.  Amsterdam  1792  May  19  Recommends  de  Mechel  of  Basle  an  art  expert;  regrets  B.’s 
refusal  to  exchange  specimens  of  Insects  with  his  father  [Jean  Christian 
Gerning,  1746-1802]  at  Hort;  is  coming  to  England  to  deliver  the  17th 
part  of  [Guillaume  Antoine]  Olivier’s  Entomologie  in  which  the  Dutch 
collections  are  described.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  45-46 


GHOLITZIUN  [G ALLITZIN],  Dimitri  Aleksyeevich,  Prince,  F.R.S.  (1738-1803). 
Mineralogist 

1.  Brunswick  1796  Nov.  17  Recalls  having  met  B.  at  The  Hague  when  dining  with 
Hemsterheus  and  some  Dutch  savants,  but  does  not  expect  to  be  remem¬ 
bered;  sends  two  copies  of  his  book  on  Mineralogy  [Traite  de  Mineralogie, 
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Gholitziun  [Gallitzin],  Dimitri  Aleksyeevich,  continued 

Helmstedt,  1796],  one  for  B.,  one  for  R.S. ;  is  ambitious  to  become  F.R.S. 
at  some  future  date.  [ See  Crell,  L.  F.  F.,  Nos.  20-24.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  353 

2.  Soho  Square  1797  June  16  *  Gives  information  as  to  the  Prince’s  candidature  for  R.S. ; 
returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  his  book  to  R.S.  and  to  himself. 

D.T.C.  10.  (1).  152-153 

1798  Apl.  19  Sends  two  copies  of  a  pamphlet  he  has  published,  trans¬ 
lated  from  the  German ;  it  is  in  fact  by  himself,  but  has  published  it  under 
a  pseudonym,  as  there  is  so  much  prejudice  against  aristocrats.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  454 
1798  Aug.  31  Thanks  B.  for  the  news  that  he  has  been  elected  a  Foreign 
Member  of  R.S.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  63-64 

1798  Oct.  22  Supposes  that  B.  has  heard  of  the  strange  negotiations 
between  the  head  of  the  French  Republic  and  U.S.A. ;  in  Brunswick 
copies  of  the  reports  to  Congress  by  the  American  Deputies  have  been 
obtained  and  dedicated  to  Caeupe,  a  bookseller  there,  who  is  an  admirer 
of  the  Jacobins,  and  has  had  the  effrontery  to  apply  for  and  obtain  the 
diploma  of  Citoyen  de  France;  as  he  considers  ridicule  a  good  weapon 
against  revolutionaries,  he  has  obtained  and  sends  to  B.  a  copy  of  the 
pamphlet.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  62 

GIBBES,  Sir  George  Smith,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1771-1851).  Physician 

1.  Bath  [1802]  Apl.  14  Approves  of  his  paper  for  R.S.  being  submitted  to  a 

mathematical  referee ;  his  process  of  converting  the  fat  of  animal  substance 
into  a  wax  by  the  maceration  of  horse7flesh ;  intends  to  put  his  product  on 
the  market  thus  making  a  waste  product  valuable,  as  it  can  be  used  in  the 
making  of  soap,  candles,  etc. ;  the  carcass  of  a  horse  yields  50  lbs. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  16-17 

GIBBON,  Edward,  F.R.S.  (1737-1794).  Historian 

1.  [Brookes’s]  1781  Mar.  15  “Mr.  Gibbon  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Banks,  and 

desires  he  would  discharge  this  debt  which  has  been  incurred  for  the  use  of 
the  Turk’s  Head  Club.’’  [B.  was  treasurer  of  the  club,  and  six  days  later 
was  created  Baronet.  The  original  is  in  Nat.  Lib.  Scotland.]  Norton,  499 

2.  Lausanne  1789  Mar.  28  [To  Lord  Sheffield.]  Desires  Lord  S.  to  pay  his  subscrip¬ 

tion  of  five  guineas  to  B.’s  African  Assn.  [Original  in  Houghton  Library, 
Harvard.]  Norton,  722 


3.  Brunswick 

4.  Brunswick 

5.  Brunswick 


GIBBONS,  W.  H. 

1.  Madras  1777  Jan.  27  Regrets  that  the  instrument  is  useless  as  the  wires  have 

rusted  away ;  asks  whether  to  return  it  or  wait  until  new  wires  can  be  sent 
out;  he  has  recently  been  to  China  and  is  sending  B.  a  box  of  Insects 
collected  there.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  63-64 

GIDEON,  Sampson,  Baron  Eardley  (1745-1824) 

1.  Bolsover  [1794]  Mar.  24  He  has  ordered  £100  to  be  paid  to  the  Lincolnshire 

[Defence]  Association ;  as  he  has  to  subscribe  also  to  other  counties,  he  is 
obliged  thus  to  curtail  his  contribution.  Lindsey.  11.  1.  4 
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GILBERT  (formerly  GIDDY),  Davies,  F.R.S.  (1767-1839).  Politician  and  Scientist 

1.  Spring  1816  Oct.  16  *  Thanks  him  for  his  valuable  hint  on  the  Pendulum 


Grove 

operations  of  R.S.;  hopes  that  “we  shall  again  triumph  over  our  rivals  in 
science  as  we  have  done  in  arms”;  Arago,  who  came  recently  with  Gay- 
Lussac,  is  so  convinced  of  the  superiority  of  our  apparatus  that  an  instru¬ 
ment  identical  with  that  at  Greenwich  has  been  ordered  from  Troughton 
for  the  Paris  Observatory;  in  flint  glass  we  have  lost  our  superiority 
through  the  arbitrary  method  of  our  ministers  in  imposing  the  duty; 
regrets  the  depressed  state  of  commerce  through  the  upheaval  of  the  world 
by  Bonaparte;  is  amazed  that  a  tyrant  who  has  caused  such  universal 
misery  should  be  permitted  to  live,  “an  instance  of  honorable  feelings 
having  gone  mad”;  legislation  should  have  been  passed  to  submit  him 
to  trial  and  execution  for  his  crimes;  cannot  agree  with  G.’s  views  as  to 
copper  coinage;  is  confined  to  bed  by  gout.  Gunther  MS.  14.  17 

GILBERT,  R. 

1.  Seltrington 

1819  Feb.  17  Discusses  his  theory  of  the  origin  of  rings  in  pastures  [the 

so-called  “Fairy  Rings”  caused  by  a  Fungus] ;  he  finds  that  fields  in  which 
they  occur  support  more  livestock  than  those  without  them;  he  attributes 
the  rings  to  the  pasturing  of  ewes.  Gunther  MS.  14.  25 

GILL,  Mary 

1.  Horncastle 

1 8 1 1  Oct.  20  An  illiterate  letter  on  behalf  of  herself  and  her  husband, 

Robert  Gill,  a  poor  man  with  a  large  family,  offering  her  youngest  child 

to  B.  for  adoption.  Hill  Coll.  2.  27 

GILLAN,  Hugh,  M.D.  (d.  1798).  Physician 

1.  John  Street  —  Aug.  21  Returns  Fabbroni’s  recipe  for  making  Sel  mercurial  vegetal 


2.  Loyalist, 
Portsmouth 

and  thanks  B.  for  the  loan  of  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  2 

1795  May  22  Expresses  gratitude  for  many  kindnesses;  offers  to  collect 

specimens  for  B.,  but  asks  for  instructions  how  to  proceed;  is  much 
occupied  in  superintending  the  fitting-out  of  the  Loyalist  Hospital  Ship, 
in  charge  of  which  he  is  to  sail  to  India.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  12-13 

GILLET  DE  LAMONT,  Frangois  Pierre  Nicolas  (1747-1834).  Mineralogist 


1.  Paris 

1800  Mar.  13  [Dated  22  Ventose,  an  8.]  The  Conseil  des  Mines  take 

the  first  opportunity  of  paying  their  respects  to  B.  and  send  him  a  set  of 
their  Journal,  of  which  future  issues  will  be  delivered  as  they  appear; 
they  hope  B.  will  enrich  their  publication  from  time  to  time  with  his 
observations.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  90-91 

2.  Paris 

1810  Aug.  7  Requests  a  copy  of  B.’s  Library  Catalogue  for  the  Conseil 

des  Mines;  gives  directions  for  sending  it  to  Morlaix.  [French.] 

Brabourne,  85-86 

GILLIES,  John,  F.R.S.  (1747-1836).  Historian 


1.  Portman 
Street 

1793  June  24  Requests  B.  to  remove  from  the  King’s  mind  “the  absurd 

calumny  of  my  being  a  Democratic” ;  protests  his  loyalty  and  devotion  to 
the  constitution ;  appeals  fervently  to  B.  to  set  the  matter  right. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  207-208 
D.T.C.  8.  230-231 
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Gillies,  John,  continued 


2.  [Portman 
Street 


3.  Portman 
Street 


4.  [Portman 
Street] 


1793  June  26]  Cannot  adequately  express  his  gratitude  for  B.’s  kindness; 
Pye  has  sent  a  recantation  of  his  charges  and  his  gross  misrepresentation  of 
a  conversation  in  Stockdale’s  shop.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  305 

D.T.C.  8.  232 

1793  July  18  Gives  a  full  account  of  his  connection  with  Bowyer’s 
continuation  of  Hume’s  History  of  England  and  Cadell’s  advice  thereon; 
an  anonymous  attack  upon  him  in  a  letter  to  Bowyer;  again  protests  his 
high  principles  and  loyalty.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  209-210 

D.T.C.  8.  234-236 

Memorial  praying  that  his  remuneration  as  King’s  Historiographer 
for  Scotland  be  increased  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  294-295 


GILPIN,  George  (d.  1810).  Clerk  to  the  Royal  Society 

1.  Royal  1789  Sept.  25  Ramsden,  who  is  making  a  Zenith  Sector  for  the  East 

Society  India  Co.,  wishes  to  examine  the  instrument  made  by  Sisson  for  R.S., 

which  was  used  by  Maskelyne  at  St.  Helena;  desires  to  know  whether  B. 
will  give  his  permission.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  262 


GI  ODE  SEN,  O.  Ship’s  Captain 

1.  Ship  Disco  1791  June  29  He  has  brought  a  box  of  living  plants  from  Roxburgh 

which  he  has  left  at  Dover  in  charge  of  Messrs.  Fector  &  Minnette,  to  be 
forwarded  to  B. ;  asks  to  be  informed  of  their  safe  arrival. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  101 

GIRAUD,  F. 

1.  London  1811  Jan.  22  Reminds  B.  of  their  rheeting  last  summer  and  their  con¬ 

versation  about  a  simple  method  he  has  invented  of  preserving  all  kinds  of 
foods ;  he  brings  some  samples  of  meat,  milk  and  soup  for  B.  to  test  and 
would  be  grateful  for  his  recommendation  if  he  considers  them  satisfactory. 
[French.]  [Note  by  B.,  “The  pots  were  opened  at  my  house  on  Monday 
22nd  Jan.  and  the  remainder  deposited  at  the  same  time.  These  were 
opened  on  9th  April.  The  victuals  were  as  good  as  before  in  all  but  two 
which  had  not  been  soldered  tight.  These  were  very  bad.’’  Cf.  Mont¬ 
morency,  M.  J.  F.  and  Widmer,  S.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  99+104 


GIRAUD-SOL' LAVIE,  Abbe  Jean  Louis  (1752-1813).  Geologist 

1.  Paris  1785  Mar.  28  Has  already  sent  to  R.S.  the  first  two  vols.  of  his  Natural 

History  of  Southern  France;  and  now  presents  six  more,  making  eight  in 
all ;  these  vols.  are  the  forerunners  of  a  political  history,  of  which  he  sends 
a  preliminary  dissertation ;  intends  to  work  on  a  novel  plan,  beginning  with 
Louis  XV  and  working  backwards.  [French^]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096. 171-172 

2.  Paris  1796  Sept.  6  Has  never  forgotten  the  kindness  with  which  he  was  treated 

in  London;  the  Prince  of  Gonzaga,  the  last  descendant  of  the  Dukes  of 
Mantua,  has  asked  for  an  introduction  to  B. ;  he  is  a  philosopher.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  172-173 

GISEKE,  Paul  Dietrich  (1745-1796).  Botanist 

1.  Hamburg  1778  Aug.  21  Explains  that  his  illness  delayed  the  dispatch  of  the  books 

which  Fabricius  had  sent  him  for  shipment.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  167 
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Giseke,  Paul  Dietrich,  continued 

2.  Hamburg  1 77 8  Oct.  23  Is  pleased  to  hear  the  consignment  of  books  arrived  safely 


3.  Hamburg 

apologizes  for  troubling  B.  about  his  own  (B.’s)  work,  but  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  20  plates  had  already  been  published ;  will  be  delighted  to 
receive  the  plates  offered ;  offers  to  lend  B.  his  copy  of  Dohren’s  work  until 
he  receives  the  copy  ordered  by  the  author  for  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  168 
1780  Nov.  2i  Notifies  B.  that  two  boxes  have  been  shipped  under  his 

name,  but  one  of  them  belongs  to  Robert  Adair;  promises  dissertations  by 
Prof.  Wallerius;  asks  what  the  Biographia  Britannica  says  of  Plukenet  and 
Petiver,  and  if  this  book  is  the  same  as  the  “British  Plutarch”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  21 1 

4.  Hamburg 

1783  Sept.  2  Writes  concerning  the  purchase  of  books  on  B.’s  behalf 

from  the  library  of  the  late  Dr.  Jaenisch.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  180-181 

5.  Hamburg 

1784  Apl.  10  Offers  to  bid  for  books  for  B.  and  for  the  Royal  Library 

at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Jaenisch’s  library.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  285-286 

6.  Hamburg 

1786  Oct.  14  Has  heard  from  Glendenberg  that  B.  has  not  written  for 

nearly  two  years  as  he  feared  his  commissions  gave  too  much  work;  has 
been  very  busy  since  he  became  second  Librarian,  but  as  the  catalogue 
is  nearly  finished  will  be  happy  to  receive  B.’s  orders;  makes  various 
requests  to  B.  to  settle  an  account  for  him,  etc.  and  to  obtain  from  Dr. 
[J.  E.]  Smith  the  Ordines  Naturales  of  which  he  has  a  copy  annotated  by 
Linnaeus;  hears  from  Groschke  that  Smith  is  travelling  abroad;  will  send 
a  copy  of  his  own  work,  a  new  ed.  of  the  Termini  Botanici,  about  Easter. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  3 1 3-3 1 4 

7.  Hamburg 

1786  Dec.  15  Apologizes  for  a  mistake  in  the  account  he  asked  B.  to 

settle;  requests  B.  to  pay  it  to  Dr.  Brande;  he  never  intended  to  obtain 
manuscripts  in  Smith’s  possession  without  his  permission,  but  hopes  that 
when  Smith  returns,  B.  will  intercede  for  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  451-452 

8.  Hamburg 

1787  May  18  Will  be  happy  to  receive  orders  for  buying  books  from 

Dr.  d’Orville’s  library,  but  the  sale  is  deferred  till  June;  is  sending  another 
catalogue  by  Capt.  J.  F.  Koopman;  can  find  no  work  by  Hoffmann  on 
Spanish  sheep  in  Saxony,  and  asks  for  the  exact  title. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  453 

9.  Hamburg 

1787  Oct.  27  Has  all  the  books  wanted  by  B.  from  the  d’Orville  library, 

but  deferred  sending  them  as  he  expected  further  orders  for  the  Abendroth 
sale ;  has  already  sent  the  Catalogue  of  the  Sale  with  a  new  edition  of  the 
Termini  Botanici  of  Linnaeus;  requests  B.  to  pay  the  money  for  the  books 
to  the  apothecary  Zier.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  454 

10.  Hamburg 

1788  Aug.  26  Professes  to  know  a  remedy  for  European  and  American 

weevil  in  wheat,  harmless  to  man  and  crops;  will  communicate  it  if  H.M. 
[Privy]  Council  will  pay  him  an  annuity  as  a  praemium;  requests  B.’s 
support ;  cannot  give  a  demonstration  in  advance  as  this  would  disclose  the 
secret,  but  is  confident  of  success.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  53-54 

11.  Hamburg 

1790  Aug.  28  Sends  books  and  pamphlets  in  charge  of  Schmeisser,  “a 

beginner  in  Botany  but  a  Master  in  Chymistry”  who  is  going  to  the  King’s 
apothecary,  Dr.  Brande ;  asks  leave  for  Schmeisser  to  copy  the  manuscript 
notes  on  plant  genera  in  the  copy  of  the  Ordines  Naturales  now  in 
possession  of  Dr.  Smith.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  404 
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Giseke,  Paul  Dietrich,  continued 
12.  Hamburg  1792  May  24 


13.  Hamburg 


14.  Hamburg 


Has  dedicated  his  recently  issued  book  on  the  Lectures  of 
Linnaeus  to  B.  and  is  sending  three  copies  by  sea  (bill  of  lading  enclosed), 
two  of  which  he  asks  B.  to  forward  to  their  destinations;  hopes  for  B.’s 
criticisms  of  his  own  additions  to  Linnaeus’s  work.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098. 47 

1792  Sept.  28  Enquires  whether  B.  has  received  the  copy  of  his  book  and 

also  the  copies  to  be  forwarded  to  Dr.  Smith  and  Dr.  Sheffield;  the  ship  by 
which  the  box  was  sent  has  returned,  but  he  has  had  no  news  of  the  books 
from  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  48 

1793  Feb.  22  Thanks  B.  for  his  gift  of  the  leones  of  Thunberg’s  Flora 
Japonica  and  discusses  illustrations  of  other  learned  works  which  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  might  be  induced  to  publish;  regrets  B.’s 
severe  illness  and  also  his  own  failure  to  meet  [John]  Ryan  ( q.v .)  in 
Hamburg;  asks  for  seed  of  Arum  triphyllum ,  Linn. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  132-133 


GLASSE,  Rev.  Samuel,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1735-1812).  Theologian 

1.  Greenford  1780  Nov.  27  Having  read  in  the  newspaper  of  a  live  toad  having  been 

vomited  from  the  stomach  of  a  man,  he  applied  to  the  Mayor  of  King’s 
Lynn,  who  sent  him  the  enclosed  attestation  of  a  statement  on  oath  made 
before  him  by  Thomas  Walker  (q.v.),  giving  the  details  of  his  condition 
when  under  an  emetic  a  live  toad  emerged,  2J  inches  long,  and  crawled  on 
the  floor.  D.T.C.  1.  31 1-3 13 

2.  Greenford  1788  Nov.  27  Intends  to  call  upon  B. ;  he  wishes  to  do  so  because  of  his 

high  opinion  of  B.’s  abilities,  and  also  of  his  friendship  with  a  near 
relation  [Robert  Banks  Hodgkinson,  B.’s  uncle.]  Sabin  Coll.  (8) 

GLEGG,  J.  Ship’s  Surgeon,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Portsmouth  1787  Dec.  4  Regrets  that  the  two  plants  entrusted  to  him  by  John 
Duncan  (q.v.)  of  Canton  both  died,  one  through  lack  of  water,  which  was 
strictly  rationed,  the  other  by  sea- water  in  rough  weather  near  the  Cape; 
he  was  unable  to  wait  upon  B.  personally  as  he  has  been  ordered  to  join 
another  ship.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  157-158 


GLENBERVIE,  Lord — See  Douglas,  Sylvester. 

GMELIN,  Johann  Friedrich  (1748-1804).  Botanist  and  Mineralogist 

1.  Gottingen  1791  Nov.  27  Sends  B.  “this  Part  of  mine  Essai”  of  the  new  edition  of 

Linnaeus  [Systetna  Naturae ]  and  discusses  scientific  matters  arising  from 
it ;  is  working  on  further  volumes  on  the  Mineral  Realm  and  often  consults 
Blumenbach’s  collection  of  minerals  in  connection  with  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  49 

2.  Gottingen  1792  Oct.  7  Discusses  various  books  and  writers  on  Natural  History. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  134 

3.  Gottingen  1793  Nov.  3  Introduces  the  bearer,  Dr.  Roos,  who  will  bring  with  him 

the  last  part  of  the  new  edition  of  Linnaeus.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  269 

GODOLPHIN  (nee  AN GU ISH),  Catherine,  Duchess  of  Leeds  (d.  1837).  Second  wife  of  5th 

Duke 

1.  —  1811  Jan.  29  [To  Lady  Banks]  Postponing  an  engagement. 

Wellcome  67766.  (31) 
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GODSCHALL,  William  Man,  F.R.S.  (1719-1802) 

[1778  Nov.  29]  Will  give  B.  all  the  support  in  his  power  in  his  candidature 
[for  P.R.S.] ;  he  has  come  to  town  for  that  purpose  and  will  see  B.  on  the 
morrow.  Sabin  Coll.  <5) 

1782  Dec.  30  Has  told  Price  that  he  must  repeat  his  experiment  in  a 
foreign  laboratory  [i.e.  not  in  his  own],  or  disclose  the  secret  of  the  com¬ 
position  of  his  powder  to  R.S.;  Price  promised  to  wait  on  B.  before  the 
next  meeting.  [With  note  by  B.,  “Dr.  Price’s  declaration  to  me  about  a 
year  before  his  death.  The  invention  of  extracting  Gold  from  Mercury  is 
Dr.  Price’s  own,  but  that  of  extracting  Silver  from  it  was  communicated 
to  him  by  another  person  who  has  laid  him  under  an  injunction  not  to 
publish  it.  As  the  former  was  deduced  by  analogy  from  the  latter,  he 
considers  himself  bound  to  conceal  that  also.  So  he  said,  but  would  allow 
nothing  but  the  former  words  to  be  wrote  down  as  his  declaration.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  185-186 
D.T.C.  2.  232-233 

1783  Aug.  1  Describes  the  death  of  Price  after  drinking  laurel- water ; 
believes  he  was  insane,  as  his  father  also  was.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  207 

1783  Sept.  22  Price  died  from  the  effects  of  laurel-water ;  some  time 
before  his  death  he  employed  a  boy  to  collect  and  distil  the  leaves ;  he  took 
the  dose  at  8  o’cl.  and  when  Dr.  Spence  visited  him  at  10,  he  was  un¬ 
conscious  and  was  so  till  he  died;  instances  of  his  previous  conduct 
showing  evidence  of  insanity;  result  of  the  post-mortem;  does  not  know 
if  he  left  any  papers.  [See  Cameron ,  1 51-157]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  2 13-2 14 

GOEZE,  Johann  August  Ephraim  (1731-1793).  Biologist 

1.  Quedlinburg  1783001.15  Presents  his  work  on  Intestinal  Worms  [Naturgeschichte  der 
Eingezveidewiirmer,  1782]  to  B.  with  a  second  copy  for  R.S.;  as  the  work 
has  been  published  and  specimens  collected  and  preserved  in  spirit 
entirely  at  his  own  expense,  asks  B.  to  find  a  purchaser  for  the  plates  and 
specimens,  asking  100  gs.  for  the  former  and  300  gs.  for  the  latter;  the 
collection  is  unique  in  Europe.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  182-183 

GOLDFUSS,  Georg  August  (1782-1848).  Naturalist  and  Palaeontologist 

1.  [Bayreuth  c.  1818  - — ]  Had  been  instructed  by  the  King  of  Prussia  to  make  an  ex¬ 

pedition  to  the  interior  of  Africa  to  collect  natural  history  specimens; 
owing  to  the  war,  funds  are  lacking,  so  offers  his  services  to  the  African 
Assn. ;  gives  the  names  of  scientists  who  will  vouch  for  him  and  sends 
covering  letter  from  von  Schreber.  Brabourne,  79 

GOMM,  William  (1753-1816).  Secretary  to  the  Embassy  at  the  Hague 
1.  The  Hague  1787  June  14  [To  Sir  Henry  Parker,  Bart.]  He  will  send  the  letters  and 
box  directed  to  [Francis]  Masson  at  the  Cape  through  Mr.  Deputy  Van 
Citters.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  132 

GOODBARNE,  Thomas.  Tenant  of  Banks 

1.  Horncastle  1811  Sept.  4  [To  John  Parkinson,  B.’s  Steward.]  He  is  about  to  remove 
to  a  business  in  London  and  recommends  as  his  successor  in  Horncastle, 
Thomas  Kirkby,  who  is  a  desirable  tenant.  [See  Thorold,  William.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  59-60 


Park  Street 


2.  Weston 
House 


3.  Weston 
House 

4.  Weston 
House 
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GOODHALL,  John  William  (1766-1835).  Merchant 

1.  Crutched  1800  Dec.  22  The  freight  on  Hemp  and  Flax  as  at  present  charged  is  an 


Friars 

impediment  to  their  importation;  comments  on  the  present  method  of 
computation  and  suggests  a  better.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  241 

GOODHEW,  John 

1.  Deptford  [1786  Dec.  23]  Encloses  an  account  of  Chemical  Affinity  communicated 
by  Rossi  of  Bologna;  sends  with  it  a  piece  of  the  wax  concerned  in  the 
experiment.  R.S.  Letters ,  1784-87.  17 

GORDON,  John  (1725-1793).  Precentor  of  Lincoln 


1.  Lincoln 

1781  May  19  Gives  reasons  for  believing  that  the  ancient  tomb  recently 

discovered  in  Lincoln  Cathedral  is  not  that  of  Bishop  Alexander,  but  it 
might  be  that  of  John  de  Lacy,  treasurer  of  the  church  about  1307.  [ See 
Gough,  R.,  No.  4.]  D.T.C.  2.  10  a-c 

2.  Lincoln 

1786  Sept.  27  On  the  question  of  removing  monuments,  etc.,  refers  B. 

to  the  Dean;  when  the  new  paving  of  the  cathedral  was  proposed  he 
advocated  leaving  all  the  old  gravestones  undisturbed;  the  arms  of  Sir 
Edward  Lake  are  in  the  Consistory  Court  and  may  have  originally  been  in 
the  church.  D.T.C.  5.  80-82 

GOSSELIN,  Joshua  (1739-1813).  Botanist 


1.  Guernsey 

1790  Nov.  29  Thanks  B.  for  his  civilities  to  him  when  in  London;  has 

sought  in  vain  for  the  Ixia  [Romulea  columnae ]  which  he  has  found  in 
previous  years;  his  zeal  for  botany  is  greater  than  his  knowledge,  and  is 
hampered  by  lack  of  books ;  proposes  to  send  B.  his  Herbarium  in  order 
to  have  the  botanical  names  of  the  specimens  marked  on  the  sheets. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  60-61 

2.  Guernsey 

1791  Apl.  8  Thanks  B.  for  having  the  names  of  the  plants  he  sent 

inserted  in  his  sheets;  sends  further  specimens  to  be  named;  also  sends 
specimens  asked  for  by  B. ;  details  of  these. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  90-91 

3.  Guernsey 

1792  Jan.  16  Has  paid  every  attention  to  the  list  of  plants  wanted  by 

[James]  Dickson  ( q.v .)  and  now  sends  such  cryptogams  as  he  has  been  able 
to  find;  requests  that  D.  will  return  his  last  parcel  to  his  son,  Lieut. 
Gosselin  in  London ;  specifies  seeds  sent  for  B. ;  Guernsey  is  being  put  into 
a  state  of  defence  against  invasion.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  124-125 

GOTHE,  — 

1.  Coeselitz, 
Kammin 

1793  Jan.  3  Presents  with  much  fulsome  flattery  his  book  Chronodis- 

tichion  for  B.’s  acceptance;  relates  the  story  of  his  struggle  through  the 
university,  his  marriage  and  five  children,  his  debts,  etc.,  and  asks  for  a 
loan  of  £30  for  two  years.  \German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  136-137 

GOTOBED,  John  (fl.  1784-1803).  Agent  of  the  Bedford  Estates 


1.  Norfolk 
Street 

1803  Sept.  19  States  that  the  site  for  the  statue  of  the  late  Duke  of 

Bedford  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon  by  the  Memorial  Committee. 

Wellcome.  67766.  (14) 
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GOUGH,  Richard,  F.R.S.  (1735-1809).  Antiquary 
1.  Soho  Square  1778  Nov.  23  *  He  is  a  candidate  for  the  presidency  of  R.S.  in  succession 
to  Sir  John  Pringle;  requests  Gough’s  support.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  693 


2.  Soho  Square 


3.  Soho  Square 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  [Soho  Square 


6.  [Soho  Square 


7.  Soho  Square 


8.  Soho  Square 


9.  Soho  Square 


10.  Soho  Square 


1783  Mar.  8  *  As  promised,  he  wrote  to  Marsham  about  Ingulphus 
[Abbot  of  Croyland]  and  he  called  upon  him  and  informed  him  that  Sir 
John  Marsham’s  library  was  destroyed  by  fire  many  years  ago,  and  such 
books  as  were  saved  are  now  in  Lord  Romney’s  possession;  M.  promised 
to  search  in  his  father’s  library  and  if  Ingulphus  can  be  found  it  will  be 
left  with  Nichols  for  G.’s  use.  [The  History  of  Croyland  attributed  to 
Abbot  Ingulf,  was  afterwards  proved  to  be  a  forgery  of  the  15th  century.] 

Nichols,  L.I.  4.  694 

1783  May  19  *  As  requested,  has  freely  written  his  strictures  on  Camden, 
and  asks  G.  to  judge  what  to  admit  and  what  to  reject;  feels  it  a  duty  to 
assist  in  elucidating  the  history  of  his  native  county.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  694 

1784  Feb.  18  #  If  the  tomb  [in  Lincoln  Cathedral]  he  enquires  about  is 

that  of  Bishop  Grosthead  [Robert  Grosseteste]  he  has  notes  upon  it  which 
he  offers  to  G.;  he  had  correspondence  on  the  subject  with  Dr.  [John] 
Gordon  ( q.v.)\  King  was  of  opinion  that  the  tomb  was  that  of  Bishop 
Alexander;  has  now  a  regular  system  for  filing  papers  relating  to  Lincoln¬ 
shire.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  694-695 

1784? — ]*  His  antiquarian  collections  for  the  County  of  Lincoln  are 

mainly  drawn  from  the  early  writers,  as  the  works  of  more  modern  authors 
can  easily  be  consulted ;  the  family  of  Meeres  is  certainly  very  ancient,  when 
[Robert]  Cook  [Clarenceux]  made  the  visitation  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  they  registered  fifteen  descents;  the  inscription  mentioned  is  not  in 
his  collection  of  Lincoln  epitaphs  which  extends  as  far  as  1735. 

Nichols,  L.I.  4.  695 

1786 — ]  *  Thanks  him  for  his  assistance  in  collecting  materials  for  the 

History  and  Antiquities  of  the  County  of  Lincoln;  acknowledges  the 
addenda  to  Camden  and  the  engravings  of  monuments  in  the  cathedral ; 
will  return  to  the  Dean  of  Lincoln,  Bishop  Saunderson’s  Surveys  as  soon 
as  he  has  examined  them ;  invites  him  to  dinner.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  695-696 

1789  Feb.  23  *  Has  read  the  paper  of  [John]  Sherwen  which  he  (G.)  gave 
to  Blagden  for  R.S.;  it  must,  if  read  there,  be  communicated  in  G.’s 
name,  but  the  subject  of  it  is  outside  the  range  of  his  (G.’s)  studies,  nor 
can  he  (B.)  follow  the  reasoning  or  conclusions  of  the  paper;  he  cannot 
therefore  advise  him  to  submit  it  to  R.S.,  but  if  he  wishes  to  do  so,  it  can 
be  read  in  a  few  weeks.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  696 

1789  July  12  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  his  valuable  work  [Cam¬ 
den’s  Britannia,  3  vols.,  1789],  which  he  highly  appreciates  as  a  mark  of 
friendship.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  697 

1789  Dec.  19  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  the  plates  of  the  Sepul¬ 
chral  Monuments  relating  to  Lincolnshire  and  asks  for  certain  others  which 
were  omitted ;  awaits  the  intended  publication  on  Bishop  Gravesande. 

Nichols,  L.I.  4.  697 

1795  July  11  *  Has  been  engaged  for  more  than  ten  years  in  collecting 
maps,  prints  and  engraved  portraits  relating  to  the  County  of  Lincoln; 
when  the  first  volume  of  Sepulchral  Monuments  was  published,  G.  gave 
him  impressions  of  the  plates  relating  to  the  county;  he  observes  in  the 
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Gough,  Richard,  continued 

second  volume  many  plates  that  are  interesting  to  him,  and  requests  prints 
of  those  relating  to  Lincolnshire.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  698 

11.  Enfield  1801  Apl.  17  Asks  B.’s  opinion,  as  a  Trustee  of  the  British  Museum, 

whether  the  museum  would  accept  his  sets  of  plates,  subject  to  the 
property  of  the  author  during  his  life,  or  the  life  or  lives  of  those  to  whom 
he  might  transfer  them;  he  makes  this  proposal  to  ensure  permanent 
preservation.  [Similar  letters  were  addressed  to  other  Trustees.  See 
Nichols,  L.I.  5.  571-578.]  Nichols,  L.I.  5.  572 


GOULBURN,  Henry,  F.R.S.  (1784-1856).  Under- Secretary  of  State 


1.  Downing 
Street 


2.  Downing 
Street 


7.  Downing 
Street 


1817  Feb.  4  Has  informed  Lord  Bathurst  of  B.’s  offer  to  transfer  the 
services  of  a  botanist  now  in  New  South  Wales  in  his  own  employment 
to  the  expedition  of  Lieut.  King,  if  a  naturalist  be  desired  on  that  ex¬ 
pedition  ;  Lord  Bathurst  returns  his  thanks  and  will  be  glad  to  secure  the 
services  of  the  naturalist  for  Lieut.  King.  D.T.C.  20.  14 

1817  Sept.  23  [To  Sir  John  Barrow,  q.v.,  No.  18.]  Lord  Bathurst  is  most 
anxious  to  forward  the  project  of  B.’s  friend  to  proceed  to  Timbuctoo  via 
Tripoli;  he  will  authorize  the  purchase  of  presents  for  the  Bey  and  his 
son,  and  will  instruct  the  Consul  to  urge  on  the  Bey  the  fulfilment  of  his 
promises  and  do  everything  possible  to  procure  a  favourable  issue;  asks 
him  to  confer  with  B.  on  the  subject.  D.T.C.  20.  51 

1819  Mar.  2  Sends  the  latest  news  of  Capt.  Gray  in  his  African  expedi¬ 
tion,  brought  by  a  deserter  from  Senegal ;  Nelson  is  dead  but  the  rest  of  the 
party  are  in  good  health.  Brabourne,  134-135 


GOULD,  Rev.  William,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1719  ?-i799) 

1.  [London]  1778  Nov.  29  Owing  to  absence  from  home  he  did  not  receive  B.’s  letters 
in  time  to  exert  himself  in  his  interest  [as  candidate  for  the  presidency  of 
R.S.] ;  if  B.  will  inform  him  the  place  and  hour,  he  will  attend  and  give  his 
vote,  and  has  no  doubt  that  B.  will  be  elected.  Sabin  Coll.  <13) 


GOULTON,  Thomas  (1745-1826).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Walcot  1794  May  12  Has  heard  that  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  meeting  held 

at  Brigg  [on  the  defence  of  the  county]  have  been  considered  by  the 
Committee  of  Expenditure  as  a  censure  upon  them;  describes  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  meeting ;  a  general  wish  for  a  county  meeting  was  expressed, 
which  he  also  supported;  he  would  not  be  a  party  to  any  measure  that 
could  give  offence  to  B.  or  Pelham.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  26 

2.  Soho  Square  1794  May  16  *  His  letter  has  afforded  him  great  pleasure;  it  was  not  the 

censure  of  the  Brigg  meeting  which  caused  uneasiness,  but  the  ill  opinion 
of  the  Grand  Jury  who  nobly  stepped  forward  and  set  an  example  to  the 
Nation ;  a  county  meeting  has  been  fixed  for  7th  June,  and  he  hopes  to  keep 
the  peace  and  forward  its  objects ;  as  matters  have  turned  out,  he  now  wishes 
the  county  meeting  had  been  held  at  first  so  as  to  avoid  the  differences 
which  have  arisen.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  27 


GRAEFER,  John  (d.  1803).  Nurseryman;  Gardener  to  Queen  of  Naples 

1.  Naples  1786  Apl.  23  He  arrived  at  Naples  18th  Apl.;  waited  on  Sir  William 

Hamilton,  who  took  him  to  Caserta  to  choose  a  site  for  the  garden  and 
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Graefer,  John,  continued 

introduced  him  to  the  King  and  Queen;  description  of  the  voyage;  was 
delayed  three  weeks  in  Leghorn  waiting  for  a  ship ;  explored  plants  of  the 
district  and  visited  the  devastated  botanic  garden ;  has  sent  a  box  of  plants 
to  Aiton;  production  of  olive  oil;  a  visit  from  Sibthorp;  sailing  from  Leg¬ 
horn  ;  bad  weather  caused  a  long  delay  on  the  Island  of  Ponza,  where  he 
collected  plants,  including  a  new  species  of  Daphne ,  described  in  Latin. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  57-58 

2.  [Naples]  1786  May  24  A  manuscript  entitled  Flora:  Insula  Ponta.  [The  date  is  in 
B.’s  handwriting.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  163-164 

GRAFTON,  Duke  of — See  Fitzroy,  Augustus  Henry. 


GRAHAM,  James,  3rd  Duke  of  Montrose  (1755-1836).  Statesman 

1.  Grosvenor  1804  Dec.  30  Has  forwarded  B.’s  communication  to  the  President  of  the 

Square  College  of  Physicians;  the  Privy  Council  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the 

College  asking  for  information  as  to  preventing  the  disorder  which  now 
prevails  in  Spain  should  it  appear  in  any  of  H.M.  Dominions,  and  desiring 
to  know  if  they  have  any  observations  which  should  be  made  known  to  the 
public.  D.T.C.  15.  228 

2.  Soho  Square  1804  Dec.  30  *  Thanks  His  Grace  for  his  letter;  he  presumes  he  has  the 

statutes  and  orders  of  1  James  I  respecting  the  regulations  to  be  adopted 
in  the  event  of  infection ;  if  not,  he  will  send  the  printed  copies  he  possesses. 

D.T.C.  15.  229 

1804  Dec.  30  In  the  records  of  the  Privy  Council  he  found  some 
correspondence  on  the  plague  in  Russia;  if  the  Government  think  fit  he 
will  publish  wholly  or  in  part  any  report  the  College  of  Physicians  may 
make  in  consequence  of  the  letter  from  the  Privy  Council;  he  would  be 
obliged  for  the  opportunity  of  perusing  the  statutes  and  orders  mentioned 
byB.  D.T.C.  15.  226 

4.  Soho  Square  1804  Dec.  31  *  Regrets  he  was  at  dinner  when  His  Grace’s  servant 
called  for  the  book,  otherwise  he  would  not  have  sent  it  without  a  letter; 
among  the  trash  it  contains,  which  the  Government  of  the  day  saw  fit  to 
circulate,  the  Act  and  the  Order  in  Council  seem  to  contain  much  good 
sense;  the  present  occasion  most  resembles  that  of  1770  when  plague 
raged  in  Marseilles;  presumes  His  Grace  will  consult  the  minutes  to 
ascertain  what  was  done  at  that  time.  D.T.C.  15.  227 


3.  Grosvenor 
Square 


GRAHAM,  Rev. 
x.  Newcastle 


2.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


William  (1737-1801).  Secession  Minister 

1787  Sept.  28  After  long  study  has  devised  a  method  of  ascertaining 
magnetic  variation  and  determining  longitude;  has  made  a  projection  of 
the  sphere,  appropriately  marked,  and  a  slide  rule;  having  submitted  his 
plan  to  the  Astronomer  Royal,  he  was  requested  to  send  his  apparatus  for 
consideration  by  the  Board  of  Longitude;  asks  B.  as  a  member  of  that 
board  to  give  it  full  consideration.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  149-150 

1787  Oct.  17  *  Assures  the  writer  that  any  serious  proposal  laid  before 
the  Board  of  Longitude  will  receive  careful  consideration  and,  if  approved, 
full  credit  and  reward  accorded  to  its  author. 

B.M.  Add.  MS  33978.  150  vo. 
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Graham,  Rev.  William,  continued 

3.  Newcastle  1787  Nov.  18  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  courteous  reply  and  elaborates 
his  scheme  in  greater  detail  for  the  information  of  the  Board. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  1 52-1 53 

GRANT,  Charles,  Vicomte  de  Vaux  (1749-1810  +  ).  Geographer 

1.  London  1802  Apl.  19  Sends  B.  his  latest  work  as  a  duty  to  a  benefactor  and  hopes 

for  his  approbation;  has  been  encouraged  to  have  it  engraved  and  printed; 
wishes  the  subscribers’  list  to  be  headed  by  B.,  which  would  ensure  the 
success  of  the  book.  [French. \  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  21 

2.  Soho  Square  1802  Apl.  19  *  Thinks  his  proposal  to  alter  the  boundaries  between 

continents  ill-timed  and  unlikely  to  commend  itself  to  the  public;  he 
will,  however,  add  his  name  to  the  list  of  subscribers.  [Later  note:  Does 
not  consider  what  he  has  written  amounts  to  an  engagement  to  patronize 
the  work.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  22 

3.  London  1802  June  13  Will  send  the  manuscript  of  his  great  work  on  the  origin 

and  progress  of  navigation  to  be  submitted  to  R.S.;  in  it  he  intends  to 
insert  his  new  division  of  the  quarters  of  the  Earth;  answers  B.’s  criticisms 
at  great  length;  wishes  to  become  F.R.S. ;  wishes  to  find  a  retreat  in  one  of 
the  British  colonies.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  29-30 

4.  Soho  Square  1802  June  16  *  Declines  laying  his  essay  on  a  new  division  of  the  globe 

before  R.S. ;  cannot  submit  the  prospectus  of  his  new  work  to  the  King, 
as  he  does  not  agree  with  the  opinions  in  it;  has  deleted  the  words  “under 
the  patronage  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks”  from  the  prospectus,  de  Beer  Coll.  9 

5.  London  1802  June  30  Sends  manuscript  and  maps  for  submission  to  R.S.  [This 

seems  to  be  done  in  spite  of  the  refusal  in  B.’s  last  letter.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  34 


GRANT,  Sir  William  (1752-1832).  Master  of  the  Rolls 

1.  Lincoln’s  1799  May  16  Legal  opinion  on  four  questions  put  to  him,  (1)  Whether 
Inn  there  is  any  legal  objection  to  issuing  promissary  tokens  in  copper  or 

silver,  provided  that  they  do  not  imitate  the  coin  of  the  realm ;  (2)  Whether 
the  effigy,  arms  and  emblems  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  can  legally  be 
represented  on  such  tokens  if  his  consent  is  given;  (3)  If  there  is  an 
objection,  what  authority  of  Government  or  Parliament  is  necessary  to 
legalize  such  tokens;  (4)  Whether  authority  could  be  obtained  to  set  up  a 
subordinate  mint  in  Scotland  for  the  purpose;  answers  that  (1)  he  knows 
of  nothing  to  prevent  the  issue  of  such  tokens,  but  it  would  be  impossible 
to  coin  silver  without  the  tools  and  implements,  the  possession  of  which 
is  prohibited  by  the  Act  8  and  9  Wm.  III.  c.  26;  (2)  he  knows  of  no  law 
to  prevent  it ;  (3)  there  being  no  law  against  issuing  tokens,  the  only  licence 
required  is  for  the  possession  of  the  tools  and  implements  prohibited  by 
the  Act ;  (4)  he  has  no  means  of  knowing  what  the  disposition  of  Govern¬ 
ment  might  be.  [See  Fullarton,  W.]  D.T.C.  xi.  229-230 

GRAY,  Edward  Whitaker,  F.R.S.  (1748-1806).  Secretary,  Royal  Society 

1.  British  1802  Sept.  3  Has  tried  without  success  to  ascertain  from  R.S.  records 

Museum  whether  the  Croonian  Lecturer  must  be  a  Fellow  of  the  Society;  if  not, 

Pearson  is  ready  to  deliver  the  lecture;  Wollaston  has  promised  to  give  the 
Bakerian  Lecture;  asks  for  B.’s  decision.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  59 
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Gray,  Edward  Whitaker,  continued 

2.  British  1802  Sept.  21  As  desired  by  B.,  Gilpin  [Clerk  to  R.S.]  has  been  to 

Museum  Doctors’  Commons  to  inspect  the  will  of  Lady  Sadleir  under  which  the 

Croonian  bequest  is  made;  quotes  the  relevant  passage;  as  this  seems 
equally  capable  of  interpretation  in  either  sense,  has  asked  Pearson  to 
proceed  with  his  preparations.  [John  Pearson  was  Croonian  Lecturer  in 
1803.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  63 


GRAY,  John  (1765-1850).  Canadian  Lawyer 

1.  Montreal  1806  Aug.  4  Informs  B.  that  Francis  Masson  ( q.v .)  died  23rd  Dec.  1803  ; 

by  order  of  the  Court  he  and  Caldwell  are  winding  up  his  affairs;  states 
his  financial  position;  the  remains  of  Masson’s  belongings  after  selling  his 
personal  effects  are  being  sent  to  England;  they  consist  of  dried  plants, 
books,  drawings,  etc.,  also  his  journals  and  a  copy  of  his  will ;  encloses  list 
of  goods  sent  and  a  statement  of  those  sold.  [Signed  also  by  James 
Caldwell.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  240-242 


GRAY,  John.  African  Explorer 

1.  Free  Town,  1794  July  —  He  came  out  in  1791  in  the  service  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Co. 
Sierra  Leone  as  accountant;  has  resolved  to  explore  the  interior  in  company  with  Watt, 

and  the  Governor  has  promised  his  support;  they  intend  to  reach  the 
Mediterranean  and  give  a  general  account  of  the  countries  through  which 
they  pass;  they  intend  also  to  pass  through  the  land  of  the  Foolah  to 
Timbuctoo  or  Cashna,  to  investigate  the  Kingdom  of  Plausa  and  make 
enquiries  about  Major  [Daniel]  Houghton’s  expedition ;  considers  it  useless 
for  a  botanist  or  a  trading  party  to  set  out  until  the  route  is  known,  they 
therefore  intend  to  go  as  mere  travellers,  not  as  merchants  or  scientists; 
they  will  take  one  or  two  Yamaras  who  can  speak  English  and  Arabic  as 
guides,  as  these  people  can  travel  anywhere  in  safety;  Watt  has  returned 
from  an  embassy  to  the  King  of  the  Foolah,  and  has  brought  back  much 
useful  information,  particularly  about  the  slave-trade,  with  a  list  of  the 
countries  and  their  rulers ;  will  value  any  maps  or  other  information  B.  can 
send.  D.T.C.  9.  81-91 

2.  Free  Town,  1794  Nov.  12  His  journey  to  the  interior  has  had  to  be  postponed 
Sierra  Leone  because  of  the  attack  on  the  colony  by  the  French  in  Sept. ;  their  plundering 

has  deprived  him  of  the  necessary  equipment  for  his  journey,  and  without 
help  from  the  African  Assn,  all  his  endeavours  will  be  insufficient  to  carry 
out  the  plan;  in  a  P.S.  states  that  Achilles  has  arrived,  but  the  supplies 
brought  by  that  ship  are  quite  insufficient.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  63 

3.  Soho  Square  1795  Feb.  16*  Presumes  the  French  attack  has  delayed  his  proposed 

journey;  highly  commends  the  sagacity  and  zeal  of  Watt  and  himself  in 
their  proposed  undertaking  for  which  the  African  Assn,  will  give  them 
full  credit;  advises  them  not  to  think  of  proceeding  all  the  way  across 
Africa  on  their  first  attempt;  if  they  reach  Timbuctoo,  Cashna  or  Hausa, 
very  valuable  additions  to  knowledge  will  be  gained,  and  there  is  too  much 
risk  in  being  over-ambitious ;  a  Consul  has  been  appointed  for  Bambouck 
if  that  town  can  be  reached,  or  if  not,  as  high  up  the  Gambia  as  possible ; 
he  will  be  provided  with  a  small  armed  force ;  with  him  the  African  Assn, 
are  sending  an  explorer,  a  surgeon  named  Parker  [sic,  Mungo  Park] ;  no 
direct  information  has  been  received,  and  none  is  expected,  of  the  death  of 
Houghton ;  sends  all  the  publications  of  the  African  Assn.  D.T.C.  9. 193-196 
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GREATPIEAD,  Edward  (d.  1803).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Uddens  1801  Nov.  n  He  has  been  to  Leverton  to  examine  the  marshes  lately 

House  inclosed;  the  dividing  ditches  run  in  an  oblique  direction,  not  straight, 

[Dorset]  as  in  White’s  survey ;  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  the  old  Sea  Bank  to  examine 

them  with  the  frontages.  [This  refers  to  the  Drainage  of  the  East  and  West 
Fens,  by  the  Act,  41  Geo.  III.  c.  142.]  Hill  Coll.  4.  24 

GREEN,  Sir  William,  1st  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1725-1811).  Military  Engineer 

1.  —  [I79°  ?]  —  On  the  request  of  a  correspondent,  M.  Mignonnen,  he  sends 

B.  “some  reflections  upon  reducing  snow  and  ice  falling  upon,  and 
supposed  to  be  produced  from,  salt  and  fresh  water  by  a  Chymical 
preparation”.  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  32 

G REENOUGH,  George  Balias,  F.R.S.  (1778-1855).  Geologist 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  May  1  *  As  the  stipulations  he  made  when  the  principles  of  the 
Geological  Society  were  explained  to  him  have  not  been  recollected,  he 
wishes  to  withdraw  from  the  Society  to  avoid  being  misunderstood  a 
second  time ;  he  presumes  every  member  has  the  right  to  withdraw  when 
he  pleases  without  explanation.  D.T.C.  17.  298 

1809  May  2  Has  read  B.’s  note  with  much  concern;  he  is  not  aware  that 

the  Society  has  abandoned  any  of  the  principles  represented  to  him  or  that 
any  have  been  adopted  that  are  incompatible  with  the  obligations  pre¬ 
viously  contracted  to  R.S.;  begs  B.  to  reconsider  his  decision  before  his 
name  is  withdrawn,  and  to  inform  him  what  are  the  principles  to  which  he 
alludes.  [See  also  Laird,  James.]  -  D.T.C.  17.  299 

1810  Feb.  18  Asks  if  it  would  be  agreeable  to  B.  to  receive  from  the 

Geological  Society  the  papers  they  have  collected  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  any  of  them  are  such  as  the  R.S.  would  desire  to  have  read  or  to 
publish  in  Phil.  Trans.  D.T.C.  18.  9 

4.  [Soho  Square  1S10  Feb.  19]  *  As  a  well-wisher  to  the  Geological  Society  he  has  no 
objection  to  giving  his  opinions  on  any  of  the  papers  read  before  that 
society  as  are  likely  to  be  approved  by  the  Committee  of  Publication  of 
R.S.;  but  he  cannot  see  any  regular  method  by  which  papers  read  at  a 
society  entirely  unconnected  with  R.S.  can  be  presented  to  or  received  by 
the  latter.  D.T.C.  18.10 


2.  Parliament 
Street 


3.  Parliament 
Street 


GREETHAM,  Thomas.  Ropemaker 

1.  Liverpool  1809  Jan.  19  Owing  to  present  relations  with  Russia,  the  supply  of 
Hemp  from  there  will  cease  and  a  substitute  must  be  found;  sends  a 
sample  of  fibre  from  Musa  sapientum ,  or  banana,  prepared  for  manufacture 
into  cordage ;  it  is  abundant  in  W.  Indies ;  has  a  high  opinion  of  its  suit¬ 
ability.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  286-287 

1809  Jan.  21  *  Considers  the  fibre  may  be  a  good  substitute  for  Hemp, 
and  if  so,  an  important  article  of  commerce;  asks  whether  the  sample  has 
been  manufactured  in  W.  Indies,  and  if  sufficient  quantities  of  it  can  be 
obtained  to  enable  proper  trials  of  its  quality  to  be  made.  [See  Thomp¬ 
son,  T.  B.,  and  Barlow,  R.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  287  vo. 

1809  Jan.  27  The  fibre  was  sent  from  Demerara  by  a  person  (Grant) 
who  can  supply  any  quantity  of  it ;  it  had  no  other  preparation  than  drying 
in  the  sun  and  beating  with  a  mallet;  Grant  sent  only  5  cwt.  of  it  to 
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2.  [Soho 
Square] 


3.  Liverpool 


Greetham,  Thomas,  continued 

Gladstones,  merchant  of  Liverpool,  who  has  distributed  most  of  it  as 
samples  before  proper  trials  could  be  made ;  Gladstones  has  sent  a  sample 
to  Admiralty,  though  it  would  have  been  better  if  it  had  first  been  tested  by 
[Humphry]  Davy,  but  more  has  been  sent  for;  has  experimented  with  it 
and  finds  it  will  bear  2  cwt.  more  than  Hemp  rope,  but  it  will  not  retain  tar 
after  submersion  in  salt  or  fresh  water.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  288-289 

GREG,  John,  F.R.S.  (d.  1795).  Botanist 

1.  Dominica  1776  Dec.  21  [To  John  Ellis,  F.R.S.]  He  has  discovered  several  new 
plants,  including  a  Clove-tree;  sends  specimens;  the  new  plants  would  be 
a  great  acquisition  to  Kew.  [Endorsed:  “Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Ellis.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  61-62 


GREGORY,  Rev.  Edward  (1744-1824).  Rector  of  Langar,  Notts. 

1.  Langar  1795  Dec.  12  Very  long  and  detailed  account  of  the  earthquake  shock  of 

1 8th  Nov.  1795,  with  full  meteorological  details  and  replies  of  persons 
questioned  at  Wollaton  and  Nottingham.  [See  note  to  Bennett,  A., 
No.  1.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  33-38 

D.T.C.  9.  259-268 

2.  Langar  1795  Dec.  22  Further  particulars  of  the  effects  of  the  earthquake  shock 

in  Langar  and  neighbouring  villages.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  45-46 


GREGORY,  William  (1766-1840).  Irish  Under- Secretary 

1.  Navigation  1803  July  2  At  the  desire  of  the  Directors  of  the  Inland  Navigation,  he 

Office,  submits  for  B.’s  opinion  plans  for  the  improvement  of  Dublin  Harbour. 

Dublin  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  114 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  July  19  *  He  appreciates  the  honour  done  to  him  in  submitting  for 

his  opinion  the  plans  for  Dublin  Harbour,  but  he  has  not  sufficient  expert 
knowledge  to  give  an  opinion  of  any  value;  Nature  has  provided  Dublin 
with  every  advantage  for  a  harbour.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  114  vo. 


GRENVILLE  (nee  BANKS),  Margaret  Eleanor  (1724-1793).  Wife  of  Hon.  Henry  Grenville 

1.  [Geneva  1771  Nov.  n]  Quotes  a  passage  from  a  letter  of  [H.  B.]  de  Saussure 

asking  is  it  true  that  a  lightning-conductor  is  to  be  affixed  to  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral,  and  that  the  advice  of  R.S.  has  been  asked  thereon;  requests 
B.  to  answer  the  question;  wishes  to  see  him  and  to  hear  an  account  of 
his  voyage,  and  has  heard  he  intends  to  undertake  another. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  296 

2.  [Geneva  1772  — ]  Is  very  desirous  to  read  B.’s  [Journal  of  his]  voyage;  an  op¬ 

portunity  of  sending  to  her  by  Gabrielle  Cramer  has  occurred,  and  asks 
him  to  send  it  to  C.  at  South  Sea  House.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  298 

GRENVILLE,  Thomas  (1755-1846).  Statesman  and  Bibliophile 
1.  Berlin  1799  May  n  In  response  to  B.’s  request,  is  taking  steps  to  procure  the 

information  he  desires  of  Achard’s  process  for  producing  sugar  from  beet; 
as  soon  as  he  has  collected  what  has  been  published  thereon  and  information 
from  those  best  qualified  to  give  it,  he  will  communicate  an  account; 
meanwhile  he  has  ascertained  that  great  hopes  are  entertained  of  this 
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Grenville,  Thomas,  continued 

means  of  producing  sugar  cheaply,  though  at  present  only  of  a  coarser 
grade.  [Grenville  was  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  Berlin  in  1799.] 

D.T.C.  11.  215-216 

GRENVILLE,  William  Wyndham,  Baron  Grenville  (1759-1834).  Statesman.  ( See  also  Addenda) 
1.  Cleveland  1797  May  4  Informs  B.  that  the  Prince  of  Wiirttemberg  is  to  be  met  on 
Row  9th  May  ten  miles  out  of  London,  in  accordance  with  custom,  by  the 

King’s  carriages  which  will  convey  him  and  his  suite  to  St.  James’s;  as 
the  Prince  has  named  Hounslow  as  the  place,  the  King  has  expressed  a 
wish  that  B.  would  receive  him  at  his  house  [Spring  Grove],  to  await  the 
carriages,  rather  than  at  an  inn;  as  the  Prince  has  only  two  persons  in  his 
suite  and  will  not  remain  long,  he  hopes  B.  will  consent  to  the  plan;  he 
has  desired  Sir  Stephen  Cottrell  ( q.v .)  to  wait  upon  B.  and  make  the 
arrangements.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  109 

GREVILLE,  Hon.  Charles  Francis,  F.R.S.  (1749-1809).  Collector  of  Minerals 

1786  Jan.  19]  He  has  sent  the  minerals  and  a  bowl  from  the  Sandwich 
Islands;  he  has  not  calculated  his  offer  on  the  selling  price  of  those  he 
has  selected,  as  the  blue  copper  or  the  antimony  alone  would  fetch  as 
much  as  the  whole,  and  he  has  no  doubt  his  offer  will  be  accepted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35057.  58 

1786  July  — ]  He  presumes  B.  has  heard  that  there  is  200  lb.  of  Platina 

to  be  sold,  half  of  which  has  already  been  disposed  of,  but  B.  could  doubt¬ 
less  secure  the  rest  if  he  wishes ;  “  let  me  entreat  you  not  to  let  this  French¬ 
man  [J.  B.  Leblond,  q.v7\  laugh  at  us,  but  obtain  a  written  statement  from 
him  and  see  that  he  fulfills  the  conditions”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  238 

1787  Nov.  20  Gives  information  on  the  Copper  supplied  to  the  Mint, 

and  its  price;  the  proposed  weight  of  halfpence  is  to  be  36  instead  of  48 
to  the  lb.;  there  are  large  frauds  by  coiners  of  counterfeit  halfpence;  a 
plan  to  counteract  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  1 54—155 

D.T.C.  5.  281-282 

1792  Nov.  18  Condoles  with  B.  on  the  death  of  [his  uncle,  Robert  Banks] 
Hodgkinson;  is  busy  planning  the  development  of  the  estate  at  Milford; 
has  made  application  to  Parliament  and  to  the  Privy  Council  to  free  the 
port  from  unnecessary  restrictions  so  that  it  may  benefit  from  American 
trade  and  the  whale  fishery;  proposed  improvements  in  roads,  communica¬ 
tions  and  coach  services;  is  building  a  quay  and  warehouses  for  the 
accommodation  of  packet-boats;  in  promoting  the  new  port  of  Milford, 
“if  I  had  a  little  more  income  and  less  debt,  I  should  not  lament  that  I 
was  not  more  profitably  employed”  ;  the  ram  sent  by  the  King  has  arrived 
at  Milford ;  Paine’s  book,  translated  into  Welsh,  is  eagerly  read  by  fanatical 
people;  resentment  at  high  rents  and  taxes  and  high  cost  of  labour; 
dissatisfaction  about  tithes  and  other  local  ferments. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  3°3-3°4+33979-  i87 
5.  Soho  Square  1799  Aug.  14  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  Skiddaw  plants,  all  of  which  are 
thriving  except  one;  market  prices  for  seed  at  Hull  and  their  seasonal 
changes ;  is  soon  leaving  London,  and  expects  to  arrive  at  Revesby  on  the 
22nd,  after  visiting  Lincoln  Races ;  invites  G.  to  Revesby  on  his  way  from 
Castle  Howard;  sends  greetings  to  his  host,  who  was  a  schoolfellow  at 
Eton,  and  to  Lady  Carlisle.  Morrison,  420 
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Greville,  Hon.  Charles  Francis,  continued 

6.  Revesby  1802  Sept.  30  *  Congratulates  him  on  his  safe  return  from  his  expedi- 
Abbey  tion;  B.’s  infirmities  are  increasing,  he  had  an  attack  of  gout  while  in 

Derbyshire  which  long  delayed  his  arrival  at  Revesby;  encloses  a  bill  in 
payment  of  a  debt ;  is  now  so  crippled  he  is  obliged  to  retire  early  and  rise 
late ;  rejoices  to  hear  of  the  King’s  favour  to  Robert  [Greville] ;  dislikes 
crosses  of  cattle  and  sheep  with  animals  inferior  to  our  native  stock. 

Morrison ,  685 

1803  Oct.  11  *  Thanks  G.  for  “his  learned  letter’’  which  shows  his 
proficiency  in  Astronomy ;  will  not  oppose  the  proposal  to  give  the  [Copley] 
Medal  to  [William]  Mudge  ( q.v .),  but  his  work  is  inaccurate  and  numerous 
errors  in  his  papers  have  been  pointed  out  by  Dr.  [E.  W.]  Gray  [Sec. 
R.S.] ;  is  now  very  well  and  active;  the  villagers  are  drilling  and  preparing 
for  the  invasion  of  Bonaparte’s  army ;  all  are  collecting  cash  in  readiness, 
but  gold  has  disappeared  and  silver  is  following;  the  banks  pay  Spanish 
dollars  at  4s.  8 d. ;  asks  about  the  mud-volcanoes  of  Trinidad.  Morrison,  736 

8.  Milford  1808  Sept.  20  Regrets  the  deposition  of  Bligh  from  his  governorship; 

“prejudice  has  been  more  barefaced  than  in  any  case  I  ever  saw”;  sends 
a  manuscript  for  Miss  Banks.  D.T.C.  17.  212-213 

9.  Soho  Square  [1809]  Apl.  5  *  Returns  his  draft  letter  [to  the  Geological  Society];  it 

does  not  at  all  resemble  what  he  [B.]  would  have  written  on  a  similar 
occasion ;  his  letter  of  resignation  and  one  written  since  are  wholly  amicable 
and  none  of  the  R.S.  members  wishes  to  quarrel;  the  G.  Society  wants  “to 
make  war  against  us”  in  the  hope  of  gaining  public  notice  by  the  contest; 
he  is  therefore  very  wary  and  advises  G.  to  be  wary  also,  and  not  to 
hazard  any  statement  in  a  letter  that  may  be  turned  to  ridicule,  and  he 
considers  short  letters  in  such  circumstances  are  best ;  hears  that  some  of 
the  members  were  boisterous  in  their  disapprobation  of  faults  attributed  to 
him  (B.) ;  supposes  that  Dr.  Babington  and  Count  Bournon  will  not 
continue  their  membership ;  Aiton  doubtless  regards  G.  as  a  rival  since  he 
has  induced  Roxburgh  to  send  him  more  plants  than  he  sends  to  Kew. 

Nat.  Lib.  Scotland,  MS.  581.  451 

10.  —  - Requests  B.  to  write  him  a  letter  to  show  that  he  (G.)  had  applied 

to  B.  on  behalf  of  Adam  and  that  he  would  have  supported  him  if  it  had 
been  possible;  presumes  that  B.’s  patronage  was  given  to  Elphinstone; 
the  letter  now  asked  for  is  necessary  because  his  (G.’s)  letter  to  Adam  was 
misdelivered ;  in  a  PS.  asks  what  is  the  customary  Lord’s  Share  in  Derby¬ 
shire  of  the  produce  of  a  mine,  such  as  the  Gregory  Mine  [which  was  B.’s 
property]’.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  300 

11.  [Soho  Square - ]  *  He  has  received  Count  Bournon’s  paper  on  Diamonds  which 

he  considers  ingenious  and  worthy  of  publication ;  he  doubts  if  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Papers  of  R.S.  will  accept  it  for  Phil.  Trans,  as  the  main  purpose 
of  that  journal  is  to  record  new  discoveries,  and  many  of  the  forms  of 
diamond  mentioned  by  Bournon  are  already  known;  if  the  paper  is 
modified  in  this  respect,  it  would  probably  be  accepted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38990.  22-23 

GREVILLE,  George,  2nd  Earl  of  Warwick,  F.R.S.  (1746-1816) 

1.  Old  Bur-  1802  June  8  Declines  to  subscribe  to  the  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of 
lington  St.  Bedford.  Wellcome,  67766.  (15) 
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GREVILLE,  Henry  Francis  (1760-1815) 

1.  Brighton  1807  June  6  He  is  perturbed  because  it  has  been  said  that  his  proposed 

Belles  Lettres  Society  is  to  meet  in  premises  used  for  “frivolous”  amuse¬ 
ments,  but  new  rooms  will  be  added  for  its  sole  use;  it  is  sponsored  by 
Lord  Abercorn,  [Richard  Payne]  Knight  and  other  eminent  men ;  invites 
B.  to  be  one  of  the  20  foundation-members. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  255-256 

2.  Soho  Square  1807  June — ]  *  He  can  see  no  harm  in  popular  amusements  which  he 

himself  freely  indulged  in  before  being  prevented  by  infirmities;  declines 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Belles  Lettres  Society,  as  “  I  am  scarce  able  to 
write  my  own  language  with  correctness  &  never  presumd  to  attempt 
Elegant  Composition”.  [Edw.  Smith ,  262.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  256  vo. 


West  Cowes, 
I.  of  Wight 


GREVILLE,  Robert  Fulke,  F.R.S.  (1751-1824).  Equerry  to  George  III.  (See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Foxley  1788  July  23  Has  executed  B.’s  commission  to  Major  Price  as  to  wool, 

and  encloses  directions;  has  also  informed  Brooks  to  expect  a  ram  from  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  197 

2.  Queen’s  [1 7S9  July  — ]  Informs  B.  that  the  King  is  pleased  to  hear  of  the  arrival 

Lodge  of  a  ram  and  two  ewes,  which  he  desires  to  be  sent  to  Richmond;  PI.M. 

enquired  about  B.’s  flock,  and  desires  that  B.  should  continue  his  visits 
to  the  flock  at  Kew;  the  King  would  like  exact  lists  of  his  sheep;  present 
state  of  the  Kew  flock  [25  in  all].  ,  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  301 

D.T.C.  6.  183 

1792  Aug.  28  Has  been  in  Cardiganshire  and  saw  [Thomas]  Johnes 
(q.v.)  who  is  very  anxious  to  have  some  sheep  for  Hafod ;  the  best  method 
of  transport  is  by  sea  from  London  to  Aberystwyth;  is  visiting  with  Lord 
and  Lady  Stormont;  if  a  ram  can  be  procured  for  Russell,  he  will  see  that 
it  is  delivered.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  175-176 

4.  King's  Mews  [1792  Sept.  — ]  Has  received  B.’s  instructions  as  to  Johnes’s  flock;  wishes 

to  know  how  many  of  the  ewes  and  lambs  can  be  spared  for  Johnes  without 
encroaching  on  other  petitioners;  will  give  instructions  for  collecting  them 
if  B.  will  give  him  the  date.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  302 

5.  King’s  Mews  1793Apl.ro  He  prepared  a  questionnaire  to  obtain  antiquarian  informa¬ 
tion  relating  to  Wales ;  some  of  these  were  distributed  by  a  friend  to  various 
antiquaries  in  Pembrokeshire  but  they  did  not  produce  a  single  reply;  he 
sends  B.  a  copy  of  the  questions  relating  to  the  inland  and  coastal  parishes 
of  N.  Wales;  he  drew  up  the  questions  on  the  model  of  those  circulated  by 
Sir  John  Sinclair  [for  his  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland ,  1 791 — 9] ;  asks  B. 
to  supply  any  information  he  can  from  his  Welsh  antiquarian  friends. 

Dawson  MS.  46.  95-96 

6.  Soho  Square  1794  Apl.  4  *  Congratulates  him  on  his  election  as  F.R.S.  and  asks  him 

to  attend  the  next  meeting  [10th  Apl.]  to  be  admitted,  the  next  after  that 
being  1st  May,  as  Easter  intervenes.  Morrison ,  236 

7.  Overton  1794  Aug.  20  *  Has  allocated  eight  Rams  (numbers  stated)  for  the  King’s 
use ;  he  has  sent  word  to  Robinson  of  the  numbers  intended  for  the  Here¬ 
fordshire  flock,  and  will  give  him  the  actual  numbers  as  soon  as  he  is 
informed  of  those  selected  for  Lady  Mansfield ;  asks  him  to  write  to  Russell, 
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Price  and  Williams  [all  Merino  stockbreeders] ;  rejoices  to  hear  of  the 
appointment  of  Charles  [Greville].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  40715.  61 

1799  Sept.  12]  #  Sends  two  sketches  of  “what  I  conceive  to  be  a  great 
curiosity  in  the  way  of  grazing”  [drawings  of  the  hind-quarters  of  fat- 
rumped  sheep].  [Formerly  Morrison ,  402.]  de  Beer  Coll.  29 

1805  Aug.  18  He  received  the  catalogue  marked  with  the  buyers  and 
prices  at  the  Sale  of  the  King’s  sheep ;  these  were  laid  before  H.M.,  who 
was  much  pleased  at  the  success  of  the  sale,  but  on  asking  if  Coke  had 
bought  at  or  before  the  Sale,  he  became  very  angry  and  accused  B.  of  not 
keeping  faith  with  the  public  in  representing  that  all  the  sheep  were  sold 
by  auction  only  and  not  privately ;  no  opportunity  of  explaining  presented 
itself  either  to  him  (G.)  or  to  [Robert]  Snart  ( q.v .) ;  he  has  told  Snart  of 
B.’s  reasons  for  selling  to  Coke,  and  he  hopes  H.M.  on  reflection  will  be 
satisfied.  D.T.C.  16.  105-107 

1805  Aug.  19  Reports  that  all  is  calm  again;  the  King  with  great  good 
humour  said  “I  now  understand  the  business  of  the  sheep  better”;  he 
will  give  H.M.  extracts  from  B.’s  letter  at  which  he  will  be  much  pleased; 
assures  B.  that  “the  flurry”  has  now  passed  away,  but  in  future  H.M.  will 
not  permit  the  disposal  of  any  sheep  whatsoever  otherwise  than  by  public 
auction.  D.T.C.  16.  108-109 

11.  Soho  Square  1805  Aug.  20  *  He  feels  very  poignantly  the  blow  conveyed  by  his  letter, 

having  at  all  times  done  his  duty  to  H.M.  with  zeal  and  fidelity;  as  Coke 
had  desired  to  buy  the  ewes  and  would  have  purchased  from  Lord 
Somerville  if  refused,  he  deemed  it  prudent  not  to  make  a  rival  of  so  able 
and  judicious  a  stockbreeder  and  allowed  the  purchase  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  King’s  flock;  he  avoided  troubling  H.M.  as  the  similar  case  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  had  been  submitted  to  him  and  approved;  asks  G.  to 
make  proper  case  of  this  statement  in  justifying  his  conduct. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  81-82  D.T.C.  16.  iio-m 

12.  Soho  Square  1805  Aug.  20  *  Encloses  a  letter  [No.  11]  explaining  and  justifying  his 

conduct;  he  thinks  the  affair  is  “not  the  ebullition  of  a  moment  but  a 
concerted  measure”,  and  the  “flurry”,  as  he  calls  it,  is  deeper  than  meets 
the  eye;  although  a  misfortune  to  lose  the  King’s  good  will,  he  will  bear  it 
with  fortitude;  he  has  noticed  an  increasing  irritability  in  H.M.,  but  he 
would  rather  be  dismissed  than  remain  on  sufferance  only.  [Published 
inaccurately  by  Edw.  Smith  109  and  Cameron  209.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  79-80;  &  33981.  218 

D.T.C.  16.  1 1 2-1 13 

13.  Weymouth  1805  Aug.  25  He  is  pleased  to  report  a  happy  issue;  B.’s  explanation  was 

put  before  the  King  by  Robert  Snart,  who  sees  H.M.  daily  on  matters  of 
farming;  the  King  was  much  grieved  and  affected  that  B.  had  taken  it  so 
much  to  heart,  and  admitted  that  the  affair  was  conducted  with  the  best 
intentions ;  he  commanded  Snart  to  inform  B.  of  the  conversation  and  to  ask 
him  to  think  no  more  of  the  matter;  he  (G.)  therefore  hopes  that  B.  will 
continue  to  manage  the  King’s  flock  as  before.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072. 85-86 

D.T.C.  16.  117-119 

14.  Overton  1805  Aug.  31  *  His  mind  is  greatly  relieved  by  the  news  of  the  King’s 

forgiveness  of  his  conduct  and  the  removal  of  his  displeasure;  he  has 
always  believed  H.M.  entertained  friendly  feelings  towards  him  and  never 
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thought  he  would  be  the  victim  of  his  anger;  his  intention  of  resigning  the 


15.  [Spring 
Grove] 

management  of  the  flock  is  not  altered  since  it  seems  that  all  discretion  is  at 
an  end ;  he  feels  deeply  hurt  that  the  vindication  of  his  character  had  to  be 
entrusted  to  a  man  who  is  not  a  gentleman  by  birth  or  education,  which 
“makes  my  soul  tremble”;  he  highly  values  G.’s  friendly  efforts  in  this 
painful  affair.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  88-89 

D.T.C.  16.  121-123 

1806  July  22  *  In  August  last  year  he  wrote  to  Robert  Snart  a  letter  to 

be  laid  before  the  King  stating  that  owing  to  age  and  infirmity  he  could  no 
longer  manage  the  King’s  flock  and  asking  leave  to  resign ;  although  this 
letter  required  an  answer  as  it  contained  the  account  of  a  transaction  on 
H.M.’s  behalf,  no  reply  has  been  received,  nor  to  five  subsequent  letters, 
all  on  H.M.  business ;  nor  has  Snart  as  usual  called  on  him  at  this  season 
nor  advised  the  date  of  the  clip  of  the  Spanish  sheep ;  as  the  time  of  the 
annual  sale  is  approaching,  he  is  distressed  at  being  thus  ignored  by  Snart, 
unless  his  resignation  is  the  cause;  asks  G.  to  lay  this  letter  before  H.M. ; 
although  no  longer  to  act  himself,  he  will  always  be  ready  to  advise  his 
successor.  D.T.C.  16.  281-283 

16.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1810  Oct.  4  *  He  has  written  to  Col.  Gisborne  and  also  to  Gilpin 

[Junior]  requesting  him  and  his  mother  to  prepare  Miss  Gilpin  for  her 
good  fortune ;  he  is  pleased  to  hear  [that  the  estate  at]  Milford  [Haven]  does 
not  succumb  to  the  check  it  has  had,  as  the  favour  of  Government  is 
an  uncertain  benefit ;  there  are  some  well-qualified  candidates  for  Gilpin’s 
place,  and  the  Council  have  declined  tb  postpone  the  date  of  the  election; 
[George  Gilpin,  Clerk  of  R.S.,  died  in  1810] ;  the  fine  weather  has  brought 
a  good  harvest  and  the  garden  at  Revesby  is  full  of  flowers  and  producing 
strawberries  in  abundance ;  he  has  bought  a  pony  of  great  intelligence  that 

“can  do  every  thing  but  speak”.  Hornby,  (i) 

GREY,  Charles,  Viscount  Howick,  afterwards  2nd  Earl  Grey  (1764-1845).  Statesman 

1.  [Revesby  1806  Sept.  28]  *  Remarks  by  B.  on  Lord  Howick’s  conduct  towards 


Abbey 

himself  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  release  for  prisoners  of  war;  considers  his 
Lordship’s  orders  as  an  insinuation  against  his  veracity;  his  attitude  arises 
from  B.’s  having  written  to  the  French  senator  and  told  him  that  the 
release  of  Capt.  Milius  was  due  to  his  (B.’s)  interference;  the  real  cause  of 
his  displeasure  is  that  he  (B.)  should  have  any  share  in  the  credit  for  the 
liberation  of  Milius;  his  Lordship  from  ignorance  of  his  business  thinks 
that  B.’s  claims  upon  Milius  will  interfere  with  the  exchange  prepared  for 
Milius  and  the  liberation  of  Capt.  Brenton.  [ See  Marsden,  W.,  Nos. 
16-19.]  D.T.C.  16.  3 14-3 15 

2.  Admiralty 

1806  Oct.  2  [To  the  Earl  of  Radnor.]  The  supposition  that  he  had 

discountenanced  B.’s  intervention  on  behalf  of  our  prisoners  arose  out  of  a 
case  about  which  there  was  some  mistake ;  he  can  now  have  no  objection 
to  the  use  of  B.’s  influence,  and  he  hopes  it  will  be  successful  in  the  case 
of  Lord  and  Lady  Shaftesbury.  [ See  Bouverie,  W.  P.,  No.  3.] 

D.T.C.  16.  332 

GRIFFITH,  Holld 


1.  Berw, 
Anglesey 

1789  Feb.  27  He  has  a  Farthing  of  Queen  Anne  which  he  is  assured  is 

worth  50  guineas ;  he  offers  it  to  B.  for  that  sum. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  230 
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GRIFFITH,  John  Wynne  (1763-1834).  Botanist 
1.  Groes,  1802  July  12  He  wishes  to  be  informed  whether  the  Periwinkle  is  the 

Abergele  first  [larval]  stage  of  a  small  species  of  Lobster ;  he  has  discovered  that  the 

animal  within  the  shell  of  the  Periwinkle  is  beyond  doubt  a  Lobster 
[he  had  evidently  found  a  small  Hermit-Crab] ;  by  feeding  Mice  upon  a 
certain  kind  of  grain  he  finds  that  a  colouring-matter  resembling  Prussian 
Blue  can  be  made  from  their  excrement.  [See  Lloyd,  John,  No.  64.] 

D.T.C.  13.  204-206 


GRIFFITH,  Richard 

1.  Bedford  St.,  [1770  ?  — ]  Memorandum  on  Rainbows;  quotes  a  close  parallel  between 
Covent  a  passage  in  the  Iliad  (11.  27)  and  Genesis  9.  13 ;  from  this  he  infers  that 

Garden  Homer  had  read  the  writings  of  Moses.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  372-373 


GRILL,  Claes.  Swedish  Consul  in  London 

1.  London  1787  July  9  Reports  that  he  has  called  at  the  Custom  House  about 

Alstroemer’s  medals  [see  Alstroemer,  P.,  Nos.  4,  5] ;  nothing  can  be  done 
as  to  releasing  of  them  without  an  order  from  the  Board  of  Customs,  to 
whom  a  petition  giving  the  facts  of  the  case  must  be  presented. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  379 

GROSLEY,  Abbe  Pierre  Jean,  F.R.S.  (1718-1785).  Author  and  Traveller 

1.  Vosges  1785  Aug.  12  He  has  prepared  an  edition  of  a  French  manuscript  of  the 

1 2th  century,  containing  much  information  on  contemporary  manners  and 
customs  and  many  facts  unknown  to  historians;  offers  it  for  publication 
by  R.S.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  24 

2.  [Soho  1785  Aug.  23  *  The  R.S.  does  not  concern  itself  with  history  and  belles 

Square]  lettres,  but  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  might  accept  it;  if  the  paper  is  sent 

to  him  he  will  submit  it  to  that  society.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  24  vo-  25 


GROVE,  Messrs.  J.  &  C.  Fishmongers 

1.  150  New  1819  Apl.  1  They  send  for  B.’s  inspection  a  Lobster  received  from  Nor- 
Bond  Street  way  which  has  the  appearance  when  alive  of  having  been  boiled.  [Note  by 
B.,  “The  Lobster  was  small  but  it  was  Red  as  if  it  had  been  boild  altho  it 
was  alive.’’]  Gunther  MS.  14.  29 


GROVE,  William 


1.  Broad 
Street 


2.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1783  Oct.  14  Reminds  B.  that  a  bond  executed  by  him  and  Perry  in 
1781  will  be  due  for  payment  on  1st  Nov.  and  requests  the  money  be  paid 
to  his  bankers.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  220 

1783  Oct.  17  *  He  will  attend  to  the  bond  when  he  returns  to  London, 
as  in  such  matters  he  always  consults  a  solicitor;  he  lent  the  money  to 
Perry  on  the  security  of  certain  manuscripts  deposited  with  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  220  vo. 


GUALANDRIS,  Angelo  (d.  1789).  Geologist  and  Botanist 
1.  Padua  1780  Oct.  29  Records  the  deep  impression  on  him  made  by  his  visit 

to  London  and  particularly  to  B.’s  house;  sends  a  copy  of  his  opusculum 
just  published.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  2 12-2 13 
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Gualandris,  Angelo,  continued 

2.  Mantua  1784  Feb.  4  Asks  for  seeds  for  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Mantua.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  287-288 

3.  Mantua  *784  May  16  A  distinguished  amateur  of  botany,  Comte  Louis  Casti- 

glioni  of  Milan,  is  about  to  travel  and  desires  to  meet  B.  and  other  botanists ; 
requests  B.  to  allow  him  to  see  his  collection  of  drawings  of  plants; 
Castiglioni  is  also  interested  in  introducing  economically  valuable  plants 
into  Italy;  will  send  the  catalogue  of  his  Botanic  Garden;  has  begun  to 
write  on  some  species  inadequately  described  by  Linnaeus.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  88 

4.  Mantua  1784  July  10  Has  asked  a  friend,  Comte  Tonri,  who  is  going  from  Paris 

to  London,  to  let  B.  know  that  he  received  the  seeds  of  Asafoetida;  he 
has  written  to  Florence  for  the  plant  Panciatica.  [See  Fabbroni,  G.  V.  M., 
Nos.  13,  14];  has  received  a  pamphlet  entitled  Hortus  Panciaticus  which 
he  will  send  to  B.  when  an  opportunity  occurs ;  Castiglioni  of  Milan  has 
just  set  off  to  visit  London.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  86-87 

5.  Mantua  1785  July  10  A  specimen  of  Panciatica  has  been  sent  to  B.by  Targioni- 

Tozzeti  of  Florence;  is  sending  a  figure  and  description  of  the  plant 
grown  from  seed  sent  by  B.  (a  delicate  pencil  drawing  attached);  if  B. 
agrees  he  intends  to  create  a  new  genus  for  the  latter,  in  honour  of  Wilzeck, 
Minister  of  Austrian  Lombardy,  who  has  been  very  helpful  in  the 
development  of  the  Botanic  Garden.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  89-91 

6.  Mantua  1786  —  5  [Month  not  stated.]  Is  much  obliged  to  B.  for  information  on 

the  new  plant ;  has  received  a  Panciatica  from  Florence  and  will  send  it  by 
Dickinson  of  Bristol  who  is  now  in  Milan;  sends  also  catalogue  of  his 
Botanic  Garden ;  asks  for  seeds  of  Hedysarum  gyrans.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  455 

7.  Mantua  1788  Mar.  30  A  serious  illness  has  prevented  him  from  replying  to  B.’s 

letter;  thanks  him  for  seeds  and  plants  sent  and  also  for  the  list  of  English 
and  Latin  names  of  wild  plants  and  those  used  for  fodder;  asks  B.’s  help 
in  the  sale  of  his  collection  of  minerals  and  the  skull  of  a  Hippopotamus, 
etc.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  184-185 

8.  Milan  1788  Aug.  15  Thanks  B.  for  letter  and  seeds  sent  by  Wedgwood,  whom 

he  regrets  he  did  not  see ;  has  shared  the  seeds  with  Louis  Castiglioni ;  the 
latter  is  working  on  plates  to  illustrate  his  researches  in  America;  promises 
a  copy  of  his  new  book  on  Agriculture ;  is  considering  applying  for  the  post 
at  Pavia  vacant  by  the  death  of  Scopoli  ( q.v .).  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  55-56 


GUALANDRIS,  Antonio.  Brother  of  preceding 

1.  Ballano,  1789  Alar.  29  Informs  B.  of  the  death  of  his  brother  Angelo;  asks  for  his 

Venice  help  in  the  sale  of  his  brother’s  collection  of  Minerals  and  Fossils. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  186 


GULLETT,  Ann 

1.  Exeter  1817  Nov.  13  [To  Lord  Somerville.]  As  an  admirer  of  the  Duke  of 

Wellington,  hopes  that  the  monument  to  commemorate  his  victories  will 
be  as  lasting  as  his  fame ;  the  English  have  used  a  conventional  method  in 
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masonry  since  the  time  of  Alfred  and  have  never  improved  their  methods 


2.  Exeter 

with  the  aid  of  geometry ;  the  Romans  achieved  greater  stability  by  using 
lozenge-shaped  bricks  which  bond  more  securely  than  the  usual  end-to- 
end  bricklaying;  superior  even  to  the  lozenge,  would  be  hexagonal  bricks, 
a  construction  copied  from  the  honeycomb.  Gunther  MS.  14.  18 

1819  Apl.  14  Sends  B.  the  foregoing  letter,  a  copy  of  that  sent  to  Lord 

Somerville,  but  has  never  heard  whether  her  suggestions  have  been 
considered;  advocates  the  use  of  hexagonal  bricks,  with  half-bricks 
specially  moulded  instead  of  cut  with  the  trowel ;  advocates  also  a  better 
method  of  mixing  mortar,  which  instead  of  being  prepared  in  bulk,  should 
be  mixed  in  small  quantities  in  a  bucket  and  applied  by  the  mason  while 
in  a  state  of  fermentation;  mortar  so  mixed  sets  with  great  hardness  and 
never  crumbles ;  the  buckets  of  dry  mortar  could  readily  be  sent  up  the 
scaffolding  by  a  rope  and  pulley.  Gunther  MS.  14.  31 

GUNNING,  John,  F.R.S.  (d.  1798).  Surgeon 

1.  Old  Bur-  1794  Nov.  30  He  feels  honoured  by  being  elected  to  the  Council  of  R.S., 
lington  Street  but  regrets  that  his  professional  engagements  will  prevent  his  attendance 
at  the  meetings.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  288 

GUTHRIE,  Matthew,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (d.  1807).  Physician  and  Naturalist 
1.  St.  Peters-  1784  Dec.  26.  O.S.  Describes  a  careful  experiment  on  the  congelation  of 


burg 

mercury  and  the  help  derived  from  a  pamphlet  by  Blagden;  has  sent  for 
H.M.  [George  III]  a  large  and  valuable  specimen  of  Malachite,  which  the 
owner  of  the  mine,  Turtchinanoff,  gave  to  the  Empress,  and  which,  after 
a  chequered  history,  came  into  his  hands ;  has  disposed  of  his  own  collec¬ 
tions,  except  about  100  stuffed  Russian  Birds. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  92-94 

2.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 

1785  Mar.  26.  O.S.  Gives  warm  thanks  to  B.  for  his  help  in  recovering 

the  precious  Malachite  which  the  Sec.  of  State  had  kept  for  four  months 
without  acknowledgement;  hopes  B.  will  be  able  to  recover  from  Lord 
Carmarthen  Pallas’s  paper  on  it,  as  it  will  be  a  help  in  disposing  of  it ;  he 
did  not  know  how  valuable  it  was  when  he  sent  it  to  H.M.,  and  Turt¬ 
chinanoff  raised  an  outcry  at  its  leaving  the  country ;  he  is  physician  to  almost 
all  the  Diplomatic  Corps  at  Court ;  news  of  various  diplomats ;  the  experi¬ 
ments  on  the  congelation  of  mercury  have  been  printed,  his  own  in  French, 
and  is  preparing  a  fuller  account  for  R.S. ;  message  from  Pallas. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  95-96 

3.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 

1785  Apl.  4.  O.S.  Pallas  is  sounding  Turtchinanoff  about  buying  back  the 

Malachite;  he  (Pallas)  has  written  a  second  account  of  it  in  French  which 
has  been  circulated  among  the  Foreign  Ministers  and  several  copies  have 
been  sent  to  France;  he  has  much  capital  tied  up  in  valuable  curiosities;  is 
making  a  collection  of  Russian  productions  to  bring  back  to  England;  his 
exceptional  facilities  for  obtaining  them;  his  paper  on  the  congelation  of 
mercury,  in  the  form  of  a  journal,  will  be  sent  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  97-98 

4.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 

1785  Apl.  4.  O.S.  A  formal  summary  of  the  long  letter  of  same  date  and 

that  of  26  Dec.  1784.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  101 
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5.  St.  Peters-  1785  Apl.  15.  O.S.  The  packet  [on  the  congelation  of  mercury]  was  too 


burg 

bulky  for  the  Minister’s  ordinary  dispatch,  and  will  be  brought  by  Dr. 
Rogers  who  is  leaving  for  England ;  repeats  much  of  the  letter  of  4  Aprii ; 
an  important  paper  in  English  on  an  experiment  with  an  amalgam  of 
bismuth  is  in  the  press.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  99-100 

6.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 

1785  July  3.  O.S.  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  giving  an  account  of  the 

accident  which  happened  to  the  Malachite,  and  regrets  the  injury  to  B.’s 
leg  in  his  efforts  to  prevent  its  fall ;  is  writing  to  a  friend,  William  Porter, 
a  merchant  of  St.  Petersburg  now  in  London,  to  negotiate  the  sale. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  102-103 

7.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 

1785  Nov.  15  Had  asked  William  Porter  to  take  possession  of  the  Mala¬ 

chite,  but  he  has  been  recalled ;  begs  B.  to  arrange  for  someone  to  collect 
and  take  charge  of  it  until  it  can  be  sent  back  to  Russia;  the  Empress  has 
made  Pallas  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Wolodema;  she  heard  that  Pallas 
wished  to  sell  his  cabinet  and  the  Empress  desired  to  purchase  it  for  her 
grandchildren;  he  had  priced  it  at  15,000  roubles,  but  she  wrote  in  her 
own  hand  “Dr.  Pallas  understands  Natural  History  better  than  figures  or 
he  would  have  charged  20,000  for  so  many  valuable  and  curious  things”; 
she  ordered  payment  of  the  latter  sum,  Pallas  to  retain  the  collection  for 
his  life;  the  Malachite  may  be  collected  by  his  (Guthrie’s)  wife;  Billing’s 
expedition  left  some  time  ago.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  315 

8.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 

1786  Sept.  2  He  greatly  enjoyed  Sir  John  Sinclair’s  visit  and  thanks  B. 

for  introducing  him;  his  wife  has  returned  and  brought  the  Malachite 
safely  back;  regrets  all  the  trouble  he  put  B.  to  in  the  matter;  is  busy  on  a 
work  on  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Russia. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  316-317 

9.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 

1793  Aug.  26  Sends  a  book  published  by  the  Imperial  Corps  of  Noble 

Cadets,  of  which  he  is  a  physician ;  has  sent  an  account  of  his  northward 
journey  to  various  periodicals;  hopes  B.  has  seen  Sivers’s  Botanical 
Notices  from  an  unexplored  part  of  Asia ;  this  young  author  poisoned 
himself  soon  after  his  return  because  Govt,  refused  to  sponsor  an  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  end  of  Billing’s  expedition,  the,  results  of  which  are  unlikely  to  be 
published;  Pallas  intends  publishing  his  travels  in  the  Taurida;  his  own 
book  on  Russian  antiquities  has  not  been  a  success;  sends  message  to 
[Charles  Alexandre]  de  Calonne  ( q.v .).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  271-272 

10.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 

[1801  June  — ]  A  very  verbose  letter  on  the  ignorance  of  physicians,  etc. ; 

his  interest  in  Russian  antiquities  and  the  influence  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans;  many  detailed  notes  on  numerous  precious  and  semi-precious 
stones;  mentions  Robert  Heynam  (q.v.)  who  has  made  an  instrument  to 
divide  an  inch  into  millionths  which  can  be  used  on  glass  and  will  be  useful 
in  microscopy,  and  sends  a  piece  of  carnelian  so  divided;  a  German 
invention  to  protect  naval  timbers  from  boring  by  Teredo  navalis ,  which 
has  been  proved  at  Sebastopol  where  infestation  was  very  heavy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  65-68 

11.  [St.  Peters¬ 
burg] 

1802  Jan.  14  Introduces  Wexel,  nephew  of  Adm.  Mondivinoff,  head  of 

the  Russian  Admiralty,  who  is  sent  to  London  by  the  Emperor  to  study 
nautical  works  in  the  Thames;  Wexel  has  made  drawings  of  the  ancient 
monuments  of  the  Taurida  and  their  inscriptions;  Pallas’s  book  is  pub¬ 
lished,  but  in  a  bad  translation;  notes  on  a  book  he  had  planned  as  a 
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companion  to  his  work  on  the  Taurida,  but  it  is  too  scientific  and  costly, 
so  will  write  instead  a  general  Natural  History  of  the  region. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  166-167 

GUYTON  DE  MORVEAU,  Louis  Bernard,  Baron,  F.R.S.  (1737-1816).  Chemist 
1.  Dijon  1788  Sept.  19  Regrets  not  having  been  able  to  do  all  he  wished  for  [Dr. 

J.  E.]  Smith  whom  B.  introduced  to  him,  as  Smith  remained  so  short  a 
time  in  Dijon.  [French.]  [Endorsed  by  B.  thanking  him  and  referring  to  his 
diploma  (he  was  elected  F.R.S.  3rd  April,  1788).] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  100-101 


GWYDYR,  Lord  See  Burrell,  Peter. 

HAAFF,  Gerhart  ten.  Director  of  the  Batavian  Society 
1.  [Rotterdam  1790  (?) — ]  Sends  copy  of  the  statutes  of  the  Batavian  Society  of 

Experimental  Philosophy  and  portrait  of  the  founder,  Stephan  Hogendijk, 
who  died  two  years  previously;  an  extensive  museum  has  already  been 
formed  of  physical  apparatus,  and  it  is  desired  to  collect  books  on  Natural 
Philosophy;  asks  B.’s  assistance  to  obtain  such  works,  especially  the 
publications  of  relevant  learned  societies,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  313 

Jean  Nicolas  Pierre  (1769-1824).  Mathematician 

1819  Apl.  26  Offers  for  R.S.  some  works  on  Geometry,  one  of  which  is 
in  large  part  a  translation  of  Sir  John  Leslie’s  Geometry  of  the  Ancients. 
[French.]  Brabourne,  157 

1819  Sept.  13  Sends  copies  of  a  work  by  Savart  on  stringed  instruments ; 
is  grateful  for  the  Rose  tree,  a  cutting  of  which  has  been  given  to  Mme 
Berthollet  at  Arcueil  where  Sir  Charles  Blagden  is  staying ;  regrets  to  learn 
of  the  death  of  James  Watt;  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending  the 
2nd  ed.  of  his  treatise  on  machines  for  R.S.  Brabourne,  164-165 

HACQUET,  Balthasar  (1739-1815).  Botanist  and  Geologist 

1.  Lwoff  1787  Sept.  1  He  doubts  whether  B.  has  seen  his  Oryctographia  carniolica, 

and  asks  permission  to  dedicate  the  4th  volume  to  R.S. ;  his  theories  of 
mountain  structure  are  based  on  20  years  of  observations  in  the  Alps;  he 
went  to  Poland  to  study  the  Carpathians,  but  his  work  was  stopped  by  the 
war.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  456 

HAENKE,  Thaddaeus  (1761-1817).  Botanist 

1.  Lima  I79°  Sept.  13  Gives  a  long  account  of  his  travels  in  S.  America  and  of 

the  physical  features  and  scenery  of  Peru ;  compares  the  plants  of  the  Andes 
with  those  of  the  European  Alps.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  53-56 

HALL,  Charles  (d.  1805).  Army  Surgeon 

1.  St.  Augustin,  1775  Oct.  23  As  Surgeon  to  the  14th  Regiment  of  Foot  stationed  in 
E.  Florida  America,  he  had  opportunities  of  observing  and  collecting  information 
about  the  Creek  Indians,  a  long  account  of  which  he  sends. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  52 
D.T.C.  1.  100-109 


HACHETTE, 

1.  London 

2.  Paris 
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HALL,  Samuel  (1781-1863).  Engineer  and  Inventor 

1.  Basford,  1805  Jan.  2  Sends  description  with  diagram  of  a  plan  to  avoid  waste 

Nottingham  heat  from  the  boilers  of  steam  engines  based  on  experiments  made  on  the 
engine  in  his  father’s  factory,  thereby  economizing  fuel. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  182-185 

HALLETT,  John 

1.  Hythe,  nr.  1787  Aug.  25  Thanks  B.  for  having  procured  the  appointment  of  his  son 
Southampton  [John  Hallett,  Midshipman]  to  the  Bounty,  he  will  come  to  London 

immediately  if  Capt.  Bligh  thinks  it  necessary.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  143 

2.  —  [r.  1790]  — -  As  his  son  is  now  at  sea,  he  opened  B.’s  letter  to  him;  gives 

information  about  some  of  the  ship’s  company  of  the  Bounty,  as  soon  as  he 
can  communicate  with  his  son  he  will  do  so,  and  supply  B.  with  the 
information  he  requires.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  241 

HALLMAN,  Magnus  (fl.  1769-1791).  Artist  and  Botanist 

1.  Norr  Koping  1791  Apl.  16  Thanks  B.  for  his  promise  to  arrange  a  sale  in  London  of 
his  (H.’s)  twelve  portraits  of  Carl  von  Linne,  and  asks  to  be  informed  of 
the  result  and  the  destination  of  the  portraits,  one  of  which  he  offers  to  B. ; 
he  painted  flowers  for  his  tutor  Linne  during  the  ten  years  he  studied  at 
Uppsala,  and  Linne  sat  to  him  for  his  portrait  on  three  separate  occasions. 
[See  Proc.  Linn.  Soc.  1888-90.  25.]  [Swedish.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  407-408 


HALLOWS,  William  (1740  ?— 1 779-t-) 

1.  Dethick  1779  May  12  Returns  thanks  for  the  present  of  seeds;  congratulates  B. 

on  his  marriage  and  is  pleased  he  intends  to  visit  the  Hodgkinsons  in 
Derbyshire  in  the  summer ;  is  growing  Rye  in  his  meadows. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  99 

HAMELIN,  Jacques  Felix  Emmanuel  (1768-1839).  French  Naval  Officer 

1.  Soho  Square  1803  June  1  #  Announces  that  he  has  procured  the  release  of  his  vessel 
Le  Naturaliste  now  detained  at  Portsmouth;  the  delay  was  due  to  a 
discrepancy  between  the  actual  tonnage  of  the  ship  and  that  specified  by  the 
French  Government.  [See  DESCHAMPS,  L.  A., No.  1.]  Kew:B.C. 2. 627 

HAMILTON,  Rev.  Anthony,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1739-1810).  Archdeacon  of  Colchester 

1.  St.  Martin’s  [1784  May  — ]  He  has  had  a  conversation  with  [the  Rev.  C.  P.]  Layard 
concerning  the  Foreign  Secretaryship  of  R.S.,  and  reports  that  the 
appointment  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  [Layard  was  Foreign  Secretary 
from  178410  1803.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977 .  281 

D.T.C.  4.  16-17 

HAMILTON  (nee  LYON,  alias  HART),  Emma  (1761  ?— 1 8 15).  Wife  of  Sir  William  Hamilton 
1.  Giardino  1797  May  31  Congratulates  B.  on  his  honours  and  happiness;  the  Queen 
Inglese  of  Naples  has  provided  money  for  Graefer  to  cultivate  the  garden ;  fulsome 

eulogy  of  the  queen;  at  her  forthcoming  ball  there  will  be  hundreds  of 
princesses,  duchesses,  etc.,  “not  one  of  them  worth  a  good  farmer’s  wife 
in  England”;  gives  an  account  of  an  old  woman  aged  112  years.  [Edw. 
Stnith,  201-204].  D.T.C.  10  (1).  148-151 
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2.  [Soho  1799  Nov.  8  *  Asks  her  to  use  her  influence  with  Sir  William  Hamilton, 

Square]  Lord  Nelson,  and  the  Court  of  Naples  to  procure  the  liberation  of  Dolo- 

mieu.  [Edzv.  Smith,  205-206;  N.R.R.S.  9.  265.] 

D.T.C.  11.  316-317 


HAMILTON,  Henry.  Governor  of  Bermuda  (1790-1794),  and  of  Dominica  (1794-1797) 

1.  [Bermuda]  1794  Mar.  28  Has  investigated  a  phenomenon  hitherto  unexplained,  i.e. 

a  crackling  which  is  heard  at  night  from  the  shoals  round  the  islands; 
favours  the  explanation  of  the  negroes  that  it  is  caused  by  the  growth  of  the 
corals;  his  respect  for  the  negro  power  of  observation  and  truthfulness; 
gives  many  instances  of  their  acuteness;  a  project  for  establishing  an 
academy  for  the  education  of  youth,  to  avoid  sending  them  to  the  United 
States,  which  has  a  demoralizing  effect ;  full  elaboration  of  his  ideas  on  the 
subject.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  255-258 


2.  Roseau,  1795  May  12  Sends  B.  an  Indian  “Pipe  of  Peace”  and  specimens  of  two 

Dominica  new  Starfish;  the  seeds  of  “silk-cotton”  ;  cultivation  of  Clove-trees  on  the 

island  is  successful ;  intends  to  send  some  plants  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
whose  mother,  the  late  Duchess,  he  knew  through  Mrs.  Delaney. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  1 1 


3.  Roseau,  1795  Sept.  27  Asks  B.’s  opinion  on  a  theory  he  has  formed  after  reading 

Dominica  a  work  by  St.  Pierre,  relating  to  changes  of  climate  through  the  differences 

of  ice  accumulation  at  the  Poles ;  his  successful  treatment  of  gout. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  18-19 


4.  Roseau, 
Dominica 


5.  Roseau, 
Dominica 


1796  Mar.  12  A  vessel  has  arrived  from  Barbados  with  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Williamson,  Garrison  Surgeon,  requesting  him  to  collect  and  forward  a 
quantity  of  “trash”  (dried  leaves  of  bananas  and  plaintains)  to  stuff 
palliasses  for  the  soldiers ;  Buee  suggests  leaves  of  turmeric  as  a  substitute ; 
description  of  an  earthquake  and  its  effects  in  various  parts  of  W.  Indies. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  58-59 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  20-22 

1796  Apl.  18  Sends  some  globules  of  a  substance  skimmed  off  the 
boiling  surfaces  of  the  solfataras,  which  burn  to  a  red  ash;  has  sent  the 
Duke  of  Portland  a  pamphlet  by  Buee  on  the  cultivation  of  the  Clove,  and 
desires  to  have  it  printed  in  England,  the  local  printing  being  so  bad; 
wishes  to  retire  and  come  to  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  63-64 


HAMILTON,  James  (1745-1833).  Scottish  Landowner 

1.  [Lost  with  1773  May  19  Recalls  their  friendship  at  Oxford;  H.M.S.  Fox  lost  in 

Seal]  1 765,  drifted  ashore  on  his  land  and  disappeared  again;  some  wreckage 

has  now  drifted  ashore  again  after  a  storm,  all  coated  with  a  substance  of 
which  he  sends  a  sample.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  22-23 

2.  —  1776  Apl.  15  He  has  visited  the  island  opposite  the  harbour  at  Dunbar 

where  the  rock  has  been  blasted ;  hexagonal  pillars  of  rock  were  revealed ; 
he  finds  Canadian  trees  thrive  in  Scotland;  announces  the  return  of 
[James]  Bruce  ( q.v.)  \  he  will  arrange  for  the  captain  of  a  Dunbar  ship  to 
call  for  the  dog  promised  by  B.,  and  bring  it  by  sea. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  33-34 
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HAMILTON,  Sir  William,  F.R.S.  (1730-1803).  Diplomatist  and  Antiquary 

1.  Soho  Square  1777  Nov.  6  #  Encloses  a  description  of  the  Azores  by  Francis  Masson 


2.  Venafro 

(q.v.)  who  had  been  sent  by  orders  of  the  King  to  collect  plants  at  the 
Cape,  Madeira,  Canary  Isles,  Azores  and  West  Indies ;  an  exhibition  has 
been  held  of  lightning  conductors  on  Wilson’s  theory;  the  Queen’s 
Palace  has  been  fitted  with  “nobbs”  [see  Lyons,  192-193]. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  125-126 
[1778  Jan.  10]  The  study  of  volcanoes  is  his  favourite  pursuit;  the  traces 

of  their  action  are  manifest  in  many  parts  of  Italy;  does  not  agree  with  the 
views  expressed  by  [John]  Strange  {q.v.)  based  on  the  erroneous  observa¬ 
tions  of  Padre  Torre  and  Lalande;  is  now  lodged  in  a  dreary  village  at  the 
foot  of  the  Appenines  with  dense  woods  full  of  wild  animals ;  describes  the 
method  of  hunting  the  Wild  Boar.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  1-3 

D.T.C.  1.  164-166 

3.  Soho  Square 

1778  Aug.  8  *  Is  much  pleased  with  the  account  of  hunting  the  Wild 

Boar  at  Venafro ;  sends  a  list  of  books  that  he  desires  H.  to  procure  for  him 
in  Italy;  has  had  a  visit  from  Charles  Greville. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  127-129 

4.  Portici 

1778  Sept.  22  Will  endeavour  to  procure  the  books  desired  by  B.;  the 

French  fleets  are  masters  of  the  Mediterranean  and  British  ships  are 
rarely  seen;  echoes  the  remark  of  Lord  Pembroke,  “Poor  little  Great 
Britain”;  describes  an  eruption  of  Vesuvius;  the  Neapolitan  Duke 
Calabrito  was  terrified  at  the  sight ;  has  some  Corals,  Madrepores,  etc.,  for 
the  British  Museum;  road-making  is  proceeding  in  Calabria,  and  it  will 
soon  be  possible  to  travel  in  safety.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  4-6 

D.T.C.  1.  211-212 

5.  Soho  Square 

1778  Dec.  4  *  Announces  that  he  has  been  elected  President  of  R.S.; 

envies  H.  his  opportunities  of  observing  a  live  volcano;  sends  a  pamphlet 
which  caricatures  “our  Billingsgate  Senate”. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  1 30—1 31 

6.  Caserta 

1779  Feb.  9  Has  come  to  Caserta  for  two  months  with  the  King  of 

Naples  to  hunt  Wild  Boars,  Wolves  and  other  game;  hopes  to  find  on  his 
return  to  Naples  that  his  bookseller  has  procured  the  books  wanted  by  B. ; 
was  much  amused  by  the  pamphlet;  B.’s  election  as  P.R.S.  gives  universal 
satisfaction;  he  has  a  Monkey  from  the  Malabar  coast;  describes  its 
antics;  has  sent  the  Corals,  etc.,  for  the  British  Museum.  [Edw.  Smith, 
261-262,  (part).]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  7-9 

D.T.C.  1.  244-245 

7.  Caserta 

1779  Mar.  23  Rejoices  that  justice  has  been  done  to  Adm.  Keppel  at 

the  Court-Martial  for  his  conduct  off  Brest;  the  accusations  were  based  on 
malicious  and  ill-founded  statements ;  the  game  at  Caserta  is  beginning  to 
decrease ;  describes  a  spaniel  with  an  abnormal  eye ;  is  cheered  by  the  news 
from  St.  Lucia  and  Georgia ;  has  no  news  yet  of  the  books  wanted  by  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  10-11 
D.T.C.  1.  251-252 

8.  Naples 

1779  Sept.  5  Describes  a  shower  of  cinders  and  stones  that  fell  during 

an  eruption  of  Vesuvius.  R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  7.  129 

9.  Soho  Square 

1781  June  5  *  Fie  trusts  that  H.’s  time  is  not  too  much  occupied  by 

politics ;  he  hoped  to  have  received  an  account  of  the  recent  activity  of  Etna 
and  urges  him  to  send  him  a  report  of  it.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  1 32-1 33 
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io,  Naples  1781  July  17  As  B.  desires  an  account  of  Etna,  has  obtained  one  from 

Count  Gioeni  who  lives  at  Catania  and  who  made  a  collection  of  the 
mineral  products;  he  has  found  the  cult  of  Priapus  as  active  as  in  ancient 
times  at  Isernia  in  Abruzzo ;  has  obtained  the  ex  voto  offerings  at  the  annual 
rite  of  St.  Cosmo’s  Great  Toe  [a  euphemism  for  the  emblem  of  Priapus] 
and  intends  to  send  them  to  the  British  Museum  for  comparison  with  the 
ancient  pieces.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  12-14 

D.T.C.  2.  15-16 


11.  Soho  Square 


12.  Naples 


13.  Naples 


14.  Naples 


15.  Nerot’s 
Hotel, 
London 


16.  Naples 


1782  Feb.  13  *  Returns  thanks  for  Gioeni’s  account  of  the  “Volcanic 
Rain”  which  has  been  read  at  R.S. ;  a  paper  was  read  on  the  Lana philoso- 
phorum  or  filaments  of  glass  found  at  the  last  great  eruption;  a  similar 
phenomenon  is  produced  in  the  furnaces  of  glass-makers;  he  thinks  that 
the  researches  into  the  cult  of  Priapus  will  give  offence  to  the  priests; 
a  house  fitted  with  pointed  lightning-conductors  has  been  struck  [see 
Lyons ,  193] ;  announces  the  death  of  Lord  Seaforth. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  1 34-1 35 

1782  Apl.  23  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  Gioeni’s  paper  was  read  at  R.S.  as 
it  will  encourage  him  to  further  researches;  the  French  scientists  who  are 
interested  in  volcanoes  call  him  “Le  Pline  moderne  du  Vesuve”;  they 
have  many  theories,  but  were  they  to  visit  Vesuvius  in  action  they  would 
find  their  errors ;  he  is  content  to  collect  facts  and  leave  theories  to  others ; 
is  awaiting  a  safe  opportunity  to  send  the  emblems  of  St.  Cosmo  to  the 
British  Museum;  he  encloses  a  letter  to  Solander  on  the  subject  with 
drawings,  unsealed  so  that  B.  may  read  it  first;  the  protection  against 
lightning  in  Naples  takes  the  form  of  little  bells  that  have  touched  the 
Madonna  of  Loretto ;  a  dog  belonging  to  the  King,  which  had  been  bitten 
by  a  mad  dog,  was  sent  to  the  church  of  St.  Vito  to  be  cured  by  a  mass 
being  said  for  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  15-16 

D.T.C.  2.  121-123 

1782  July  23  Laments  the  death  of  Solander;  hopes  B.  received  his 

account  of  Priapus  which  was  addressed  to  Solander;  encloses  Antologia, 
No.  52,  June  1782,  containing  an  account  of  a  successful  experiment  of 
insemination  of  a  bitch  made  by  Spallanzani,  repeated  at  Pisa  by  Prof. 
Rossi.  D.T.C.  2.  163-168 

1783  Feb.  18  Gives  news  of  the  terrible  earthquake  in  Calabria  in 

which  Messina  and  many  other  towns  and  villages  have  been  destroyed ; 
the  news  was  brought  by  a  frigate  which  was  in  port  at  Messina  at  the 
time;  in  Naples  all  festivities  have  been  stopped,  the  theatres  closed,  etc. ; 
will  send  fuller  accounts  later.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8967.  34-35 

1784  June  7  Is  setting  off  with  Charles  Greville  for  Wales  and  Scotland, 
returning  to  London  in  August;  has  deposited  the  original  letter  of  the 
Governor  of  Isernia  and  the  Great  Toes  of  St.  Cosmo  in  the  British 
Museum;  sends  other  papers  on  the  same  subject  to  B.  for  use  in  the  ac¬ 
count  that  is  to  be  printed,  and  asks  him  to  give  them  to  the  Committee 
[of  the  Soc.  of  Dilettanti] ;  sends  also  Bottis’s  account  of  Vesuvius. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  17-18 
D.T.C.  4.  35-36 

1785  Jan.  18  Don  Juan  Vivenzio,  Court  Physician,  who  has  a  valuable 
collection  of  Ramsden’s  mathematical  instruments,  desires  him  to  enquire 
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from  B.  if  he  can  procure  him  one  of  Arnold’s  watches  for  50  guineas; 


17.  Venafro 

thinks  the  account  of  the  earthquakes  of  Calabria  by  the  Naples  Academy 
a  very  poor  performance;  Vesuvius  continues  in  eruption;  Antonio 
Piaggi,  who  lives  at  the  foot  of  Vesuvius,  has  kept  an  exact  diary  and 
drawings ;  has  collected  many  tickets  [visiting-cards]  for  Miss  Banks. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  19-21 
D.T.C.  4.  117-118 

1785  Feb.  20  Has  come  with  the  King  and  Queen  of  Naples  for  Wild 

Boar  Hunting;  the  Queen  has  commissioned  him  to  procure  an  English 
gardener  and  nurseryman,  and  asks  B.  to  find  a  suitable  man;  desires  to 
know  his  terms  before  he  sets  out ;  a  competent  man  should  be  well  paid 
to  leave  his  country  and  settle  in  a  foreign  land ;  the  Queen  is  prepared  to 
spend  £100  a  month  on  the  garden,  which  will  be  under  his  (H.’s) 
superintendence;  Vesuvius  is  still  active;  a  manufactory  of  bottles  from 
lava  has  been  established.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  22-23 

D.T.C.  4.  128-130 

18.  Portici 

1785  May  3  Thanks  B.  for  his  endeavours  to  procure  a  gardener;  the 

Queen  is  very  sanguine  and  is  prepared  to  pay  liberally;  no  spot  will  be 
decided  upon  for  the  garden  until  the  man  arrives  as  he  will  be  the  best 
judge  of  a  proper  situation;  he  should  bring  a  footman  with  him  as  he 
could  not  find  one  in  Naples  that  he  could  trust;  he  should  also  bring 
seeds  and  plants,  for  which  a  remittance  will  be  sent  before  he  leaves 
England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  24-25 

D.T.C.  4.  133-134 

19.  Naples 

1785  Aug.  30  Has  communicated  the  contents  of  B.’s  letters  to  the 

Queen  who  is  happy  in  soon  having  so  able  a  man  as  [John]  Graefer;  she 
will  order  the  reimbursement  of  monies  advanced  by  B. ;  Graefer  will  not 
be  attached  to  the  Court,  but  is  responsible  to  the  Queen  only;  has  been 
on  a  visit  to  various  islands  of  volcanic  origin ;  will  write  an  account  of  the 
tour  which  B.  can  lay  before  R.S.  if  he  thinks  proper,  and  will  also  send 
plan  and  drawings ;  reminder  about  the  telescope  ordered  from  Ramsden. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  26-27 
D.T.C.  4.  161-162 

20.  Caserta 

1785  Nov.  8  Has  received  from  the  Queen  £274  8s.  $d.  and  encloses 

draft  for  the  reimbursement  of  B.  whom  the  Queen  thanks  for  the  trouble 
he  has  taken  on  her  behalf ;  observations  on  migratory  birds ;  Vesuvius 
shows  signs  of  greater  activity ;  has  nearly  finished  his  description  of  the 
Island  of  Ponza.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  28-29 

D.T.C.  4.  1 90-1 92 

21.  [Soho  Square  1786  Feb.  — ]  *  Acknowledges  draft  for  the  expenditure  on  Graefer;  has 

had  great  difficulties  in  arranging  for  his  passage,  through  the  bad  faith  of 


22.  Naples 

the  captain  originally  engaged  with;  he  invoked  the  assistance  of  [Alex¬ 
ander]  Aubert  who  has  been  very  helpful,  and  advised  him  to  change  the 
ship  and  send  Graefer  by  Leghorn ;  after  endless  trouble  he  got  him  into 
another  ship  at  a  loss  of  about  £40 ;  as  soon  as  he  actually  sails  will  write 
again.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  11 

1786  July  4  Regrets  that  Graefer’s  account  and  balance  is  not  yet  ready; 

the  site  for  the  garden  has  been  fixed,  but  nothing  can  yet  be  done  as  the 
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23.  Revesby 
Abbey 

24.  Naples 

King  has  not  given  his  orders;  a  beautiful  plant  called  Emma  has  been 
transplanted  from  England,  [i.e  Emma  Hart.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  30 

D.T.C.  5.  37 

1786  Sept.  24  *  Introduces  Dr.  [J.  E.]  Smith;  his  objects  are  scientific, 

botany  being  his  chief  pursuit.  [Smith  Mem.  1.  207.]  Smith  Mem.  1.  85 

1786  Sept.  26  Regrets  that  B.  should  still  be  out  of  pocket  on  their 

Majesties’  account;  he  has  endeavoured  to  obtain  settlement  as  the 
methods  of  business  in  Naples  are  bad,  but  he  will  have  it  settled  when  the 
court  goes  to  Caserta;  in  order  to  keep  Graefer  apart  from  the  King’s 
garden,  a  piece  of  ground  has  been  purchased,  adjoining  the  Royal  Caserta 
Garden,  of  50  acres,  which  will  have  a  Kitchen  Garden,  a  Botanic  Garden 
and  Bowling  Green;  Graefer  now  has  eighty  men  at  work  and  many 
masons  are  building  the  walls ;  Graefer  has  been  imposed  upon  and  over¬ 
charged  for  his  lodging  and  he  (H.)  has  advanced  him  money;  his  arrival 
has  caused  jealousy  in  the  other  gardeners;  sends  a  manuscript  written 
on  papyrus  from  Syracuse;  his  visitor  [Emma  Hart]  is  “as  handsome  as 
ever”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  31-33 

D.T.C.  5.  75-77 

25.  Caserta 

1787  Apl.  3  The  Court  servants  are  all  in  opposition  to  Graefer  and  do 

all  they  can  to  blacken  his  character;  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  (H.’s) 
knowledge  and  experience  of  them  and  his  intervention,  Graefer  would 
have  returned  to  England  in  disgust ;  money  is  withheld  and  he  has  had  to 
advance  it,  but  he  “has  gained  a  complete  victory  over  the  Back  Stairs”; 
Graefer’s  foreman  is  excellent,  but  given  to  drink;  the  King’s  watch  has 
not  arrived,  and  H.M.  did  not  take  the  hint  when  told  that  B.  had  paid 
for  it;  the  bowling  green  is  finished  and  the  other  parts  of  the  garden  in 
progress;  “Emma  is  tolerably  reconciled  to  her  banishment”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  34-35 
D.T.C.  5.  X53-I55 

26.  Naples 

1787  May  29  Vesuvius  is  still  discharging  lava;  is  most  interested  in 

Herschel’s  discovery  of  lava  in  the  moon  and  his  theory  in  explanation 
of  it;  when  Capt.  Finch  arrives  with  the  King’s  watch,  the  account 
will  be  settled ;  the  Queen  has  given  a  sum  of  money  towards  the  Garden ; 
he  will  insist  on  Graefer’s  account  being  settled;  Graefer  has  many 
enemies,  and  but  for  him  (H.)  he  would  have  gone  long  ago;  is  pleased 
to  hear  the  Dilettanti  Soc.  have  published  his  work  on  Priapus. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  36-37 
D.T.C.  5.  157-158 

27,  Soho  Square  1787  July  24  *  He  has  given  Charles  Greville  seven  copies  of  Priapus  for 
H.,  six  of  them  are  given  by  the  Society  in  recognition  of  the  communica- 


25— B.L. 

tion  which  was  the  basis  of  it;  Herschel’s  discovery  of  volcanoes  on  the 
moon  is  generally  accepted;  hopes  the  garden  progresses  and  that  the 
gardener  will  soon  be  rich  enough  to  repay  B.  what  he  advanced  to  him,  but 
“if  he  does  not  find  his  Royal  Pay  more  punctual  than  I  have  done  he  will 
not  soon  be  out  of  debt” ;  has  had  a  letter  from  Nicolaus  Pacifico  ( q.v .)  that 
he  has  a  book  of  Cupani’s  works  which  he  (B.)  much  wants;  asks  H.  to 
press  him  to  obtain  another  copy;  Dr.  Smith’s  chest  sent  by  The  Friends 
has  not  yet  arrived ;  sends  message  and  note  to  Emma. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  136.  137 
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28.  Naples  1787  Sept.  4  A  mine  of  native  Nitre  was  discovered  some  years  ago  at 

Molfetta  by  Abbe  Fortis,  for  which  he  had  a  pension  of  700  ducats  per 
annum;  the  mine  has  failed  and  Fortis  is  in  distress;  encloses  an  account 
of  it ;  there  is  no  news  of  the  King’s  watch  which  he  will  not  pay  for  until  it 
arrives;  Graefer’s  account  will  be  settled  as  soon  as  the  money  is  paid  by 
the  Queen ;  hopes  to  send  by  the  next  ship  the  book  mentioned  in  the  last 
letter ;  Emma  was  delighted  with  B.’s  letter,  she  improves  daily  in  languages 
and  music.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  38-39 

D.T.C.  5.  242-243 

29.  Naples  1787  C>ct-  3°  The  King’s  watch  has  arrived,  and  after  a  month’s  delay 

H.M.  paid  him  £127  for  it;  has  got  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Garden  which 
Graefer  has  carried  on  at  his  (H.’s)  expense ;  he  now  sends  an  order  on  his 
bankers  to  repay  £156  he  advanced  to  Graefer  and  £127  for  the  watch, 
£283  in  all;  the  remaining  .£85  is  a  private  debt  which  Graefer  must  settle 
himself ;  Graefer  is  so  discouraged  by  the  animosity  and  intrigues  against 
him,  that  he  would  have  left  long  ago  but  for  H’s  efforts  to  make  things 
easier;  sends  a  bill  of  lading  for  a  box  of  specimens  from  the  last  eruption 
of  Etna,  together  with  a  copy  of  Gioeni’s  book;  Gioeni  wishes  to  be  a 
foreign  member  of  R.S. ;  Emma  “will  rival  Madame  Mara  in  singing”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  40-42 
D.T.C.  5.  275-277 


30.  Soho  Square  1787  Nov.  12  *  Has  returned  [from  Revesby]  and  the  session  of  R.S. 

has  begun;  believes  Abbe  Fortis  to  be  a  rogue  and  did  not  credit  a  word 
of  his  supposed  discovery  of  Nitre ;  the  china  sent  from  Naples  is  much 
admired  and  has  been  shewn  for  several  days  at  Windsor;  urges  H.  not 
to  forget  the  book  he  asked  for  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  him; 
hears  from  Dr.  Smith  that  Graefer  goes  on  well;  asks  FI.  to  tell  him  that 
B.  expected  from  him  dried  specimens  of  plants  from  the  Naples  district; 
he  knows  the  Neapolitan  modes  of  payment  too  well  to  expect  payment 
in  advance;  H.  might  hint  to  Their  Majesties  that  they  might  send  Lady 
Banks  some  of  their  chinaware.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  139-140 

31.  Soho  Square  1787  Nov.  27  *  Acknowledges  the  draft  on  his  bankers  for  £283,  which 

discharges  the  debt  of  Their  Neapolitan  Majesties ;  he  hopes  that  the  words 
in  his  letter  about  the  debt  of  £85  from  Graefer  are  not  to  be  taken  to  mean 
that  he  acquits  himself  from  the  care  of  recovering  it  from  Graefer,  as  it 
was  advanced  out  of  friendship,  and  he  hopes  to  recover  it  if  his  friend 
will  take  the  same  trouble  for  him  (B.)  as  B.  did  for  him  (H.);  again 
reminds  him  about  the  book  he  urgently  needs ;  does  not  know  whether  R.S. 
will  approve  of  the  election  of  Gioeni,  but  the  time  for  receiving  Certificates 
this  year  is  closed ;  he  would  prefer  specimens  of  dried  plants  to  minerals 
from  Etna,  which  are  not  in  his  line  and  which  he  will  send  to  the 
British  Museum ;  botany  flourishes,  and  the  Queen  [of  England]  has  taken 
it  up  eagerly.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  141-142 

32.  Caserta  1788  Jan.  8  He  did  not  mean  to  convey  that  he  would  make  no  effort  to 

recover  Graefer’s  debt  to  B.,  all  he  meant  to  imply  was  that  it  was  not 
chargeable  to  the  Queen’s  account;  Graefer  has  been  cheated  by  the 
Neapolitans  and  has  not  been  able  to  save,  but  he  is  now  living  under  more 
economical  conditions  and  hopes  to  open  a  trade  in  seeds ;  54  acres  are  now 
walled  in  and  experiments  are  being  made  in  various  kinds  of  cultivation; 
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the  King  is  opposed  to  the  garden  and  gives  no  encouragement;  is 


33.  Naples 

endeavouring  to  obtain  some  of  the  Herculaneum  papyri  for  B. ;  the  King’s 
watch  has  stopped  and  he  will  send  it  to  Arnold  through  his  minister  in 
London  and  B.  will  not  be  troubled  further. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  43-44 
D.T.C.  6.  2-4 

1788  May  10  Sends  by  Capt.  Paine  two  copies  of  the  translation  of  an 

Arabic  MS.,  the  first  of  which  is  the  history  of  the  Saracens  in  Sicily;  it 
was  formerly  thought  to  be  a  Koran  until  the  Ambassador  to  Morocco 
saw  it  and  provided  a  more  complete  text ;  the  second  is  an  Arabic  transla¬ 
tion  of  Livy;  these  MSS.  are  in  the  Martinian  Library;  one  copy  is  for 
the  King  [of  England],  the  other  for  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  45 

D.T.C.  6.  28 

34.  Naples 

1788  Aug.  19  Graefer  and  he  continue  to  have  many  difficulties,  but 

hopes  they  will  now  cease  as  the  King  has  taken  the  Garden  under  his 
protection  as  it  was  too  expensive  for  the  Queen’s  purse;  repeats  the 
information  about  the  Arabic  MSS.  in  last  letter;  Mr.  Hawkins,  a  minera¬ 
logist,  is  coming  to  England ;  he  has  recommended  him  to  Charles  Greville. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  46-47 
D.T.C.  6.  69-70 

35.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1788  Sept.  30  *  Sends  another  urgent  reminder  for  the  book  from 

Pacifico,  of  which  he  is  greatly  in  need ;  gives  an  assurance  that  he  will  never 
sue  Graefer  for  his  debt,  but  leaves  it  to  his  honesty  to  pay  when  he  can ; 
is  so  much  occupied  with  sheep  and  wool  that  he  can  seldom  shoot  or 
fish,  but  in  drawing  10  miles  of  fresh  water  in  four  days  17  cwt.  of  fish 
were  caught,  dining  20  to  30  masters  and  mistresses  and  their  servants 
on  the  fish  caught  and  cooked  in  fires  made  on  the  bank;  eulogy  of  Emma. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  143-144 

36.  Soho  Square  1788  Nov.  28*  Returns  thanks  for  the  Arabic  MSS.;  the  copy  for  the 
King  was  immediately  sent  to  his  library;  there  is  a  monk  in  London, 


37.  Caserta 

name  Piazzi,  who  states  that  he  has  been  appointed  by  the  King  of  Naples 
to  direct  an  observatory  at  Palermo ;  he  brought  no  letters  of  recommenda¬ 
tion  and  nothing  is  known  of  him  in  diplomatic  circles;  his  conduct  is 
such  that  information  about  him  is  essential ;  has  heard  that  he  will  attempt 
to  be  elected  to  R.S.;  the  English  King’s  physicians  seem  to  have  given 
up  hope  of  his  ever  regaining  his  reason;  Sheridan  is  in  favour  with 
the  Prime  Minister;  and  Fox  out  of  it,  in  consequence  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert ; 
message  to  Emma.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  145-146 

1788  Dec.  16  Is  greatly  distressed  at  the  news  of  the  King’s  malady,  but 

is  shocked  at  the  Capuchin’s  prayer  offered  in  England  for  his  recovery; 
it  expresses  a  strange  idea  of  the  Deity,  on  a  par  with  calling  the  earthquake 
in  Calabria  “Flagello  di  Dio”;  the  favourite  brother  of  the  King  [of 
Naples],  Gabriele,  has  died  of  smallpox,  the  ninth  of  the  Spanish  Royal 
House  to  be  a  victim  of  that  disease;  notwithstanding  the  three  recent 
deaths,  the  King  goes  shooting  daily;  the  Queen  has  given  up  the  Garden 
to  the  King;  she  has  granted  Graefer  a  pension  of  50  guineas  a  year  for 
life;  he  has  now  entered  the  King’s  service,  offering  favourable  terms; 
has  advised  G.  to  stay  for  a  year,  and  then  begin  business  on  his  own ;  has 
not  forgotten  the  book  from  Pacifico,  who,  he  finds,  has  sold  his  copy  to 
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42.  Naples 


Sir  William,  continued 

Dr.  [Dominico]  Cirillo  ( q.v.)\  there  are  four  copies  of  the  book  in  Sicily 
and  he  is  determined  to  have  one  of  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  48-49 

D.T.C.  6.  98-100 

1789  June  2.  Is  delighted  at  the  recovery  of  George  III,  and  is  giving  a 
banquet  to  celebrate  it;  has  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Puglia,  the  only 
province  of  this  kingdom  he  had  not  visited;  the  roads  are  so  bad  that 
travelling  was  irksome  and  it  took  32  days  for  a  distance  which  in  England 
would  have  taken  ten;  saw  the  Nitre  mine  there  and  took  specimens; 
sends  a  description  of  it;  Abbe  Fortis  has  many  enemies  [see  Nos.  26,  28]; 
will  see  Cirillo  soon  and  try  to  get  the  book  from  him;  Graefer  has  perse¬ 
vered  with  the  garden,  and  the  King,  who  once  ordered  it  to  be  ploughed 
up  and  sown  with  corn,  is  now  interested  in  it  and  walks  arm-in-arm  with 
Graefer;  gives  an  account  of  the  difficulties  and  intrigues  to  be  contended 
with;  a  house  has  been  ordered  for  Graefer  in  the  Garden,  and  he  is  to  be 
sent  to  Sicily  to  collect  plants ;  Charles  Greville’s  misfortunes. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  30-32 
D.T.C.  6.  1 66-1 68 

1789  July  7  Sends  drawing  and  explanation  of  an  improvement  in  the 
construction  of  watches  invented  by  a  watch-maker  of  Naples ;  asks  B.  to 
show  them  to  Arnold  or  some  other  competent  man  and  send  his  opinion ; 
he  is  anxious  to  give  encouragement  to  a  worthy  young  man;  regrets  the 
breach  between  Charles  Greville  and  his  brother;  Graefer  now  enjoys  the 
good  graces  of  the  King.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  53-54 

D.T.C.  6.  177-178 

1789  Aug.  14  Sends  by  Abbe  O’Connor  two  copies  of  a  book  by  the 
King  [of  Naples]  on  the  silk  manufactory  he  has  established ;  one  copy  is 
for  the  King  [of  England],  the  other  for  B. ;  if  B.  is  in  town  when  O’Connor 
is  in  England,  he  hopes  he  will  receive  him;  he  is  full  of  erudition  and  has 
lost  nothing  of  his  native  brogue  during  ten  years’  absence  from  Ireland. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  55-56 
D.T.C.  6.  213-214 

1789  Oct.  20  Has  advised  Messrs.  Malcolm,  if  their  bill  is  not  settled 

to  lay  their  case  before  the  Duke  of  Leeds;  the  whole  transaction  is 
incomprehensible  to  anyone  who  has  not  lived  in  Naples  for  25  years; 
the  conservatory  [supplied  by  Messrs.  Malcolm]  is  still  lying  packed  in 
cases,  but  as  Graefer  is  now  in  favour  with  the  King,  he  hopes  it  will  soon 
be  erected ;  the  King  desires  to  have  a  labyrinth  built  in  the  Garden,  but 
Graefer  is  at  a  loss  to  get  a  plan;  French  refugees  are  arriving  in  Italy;  is 
sending  by  Mercury  of  Liverpool  specimens  from  the  Nitre  mine  at 
Molfetta;  if  the  largest  piece  is  kept  in  a  dry  place,  Nitre  will  shoot  from 
it  like  needles;  intends  to  visit  England  next  spring  and  return  in  the 
autumn.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  57-59 

D.T.C.  6.  264-266 

1790  Apl.  6  He  and  [Sir  John]  Acton  think  that  some  recompense  is  due 
to  B.  for  his  many  services  to  the  King  of  Naples;  they  will  suggest  to 
H.M.  a  set  of  the  Herculaneum  volumes  for  his  library  and  a  dejeune  of 
royal  porcelain  for  Lady  Banks;  has  spared  no  pains  to  obtain  Pacifico’s 
book,  which  he  will  endeavour  to  procure  from  Cirillo;  Graefer  has 
increased  in  favour  but  not  in  cash ;  he  is  to  tour  the  Kingdom  to  collect 
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plants;  before  he  (H.)  decides  upon  marrying  Emma,  there  are  many  im¬ 
portant  factors  to  consider,  although  her  conduct  has  been  exemplary  in 
Naples.  [Part  in  Edw.  Smith ,  200-201.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  60-62 

D.T.C.  7.  93^95 

43.  Naples  1790  Oct.  19  Is  sending  B.  a  stool  made  from  the  ferula  which  covers 

half  the  kingdom ;  he  has  found  people  more  savage  and  uncultivated  than 
those  of  Otaheite ;  he  sends  it  by  Capt.  Dodsworth,  whom  he  recommends 
to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  64 

D.T.C.  7.  168 

44.  [London  1791]  May  30  Emma  will  be  happy  to  see  B. ;  not  knowing  that  it  was 

promised  to  B.,  she  gave  the  medal  [of  Cardinal  York]  to  Lord  Clive,  but  he 
will  procure  another  from  Naples.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  63 

D.T.C.  7.  216 

45.  Naples  1792  Mar.  27  Sends  a  medal  of  the  Pretender  and  another  in  memory  of 

the  wife  of  Prince  Caraffa ;  both  are  rare  and  are  offered  to  Miss  Banks ; 
there  are  swarms  of  visitors  from  every  country  but  France,  and  he  has 
presented  99  English  to  the  King  and  Queen;  Prince  Augustus  Frederick 
[Duke  of  Sussex]  is  here;  Lady  Hamilton  “has  gained  the  hearts  of  all”; 
Graefer’s  difficulties  are  ended  and  he  will  be  in  better  circumstances  as  the 
King  has  confidence  in  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  65-66 

D.T.C.  8.  21-22 

46.  Naples  1792  June  30  Sends  a  drawing  and  description  of  an  “Angelino  di 

Mare”,  taken  in  a  drag-net  near  the  Island  of  Procida,  as  brilliant  as 
a  butterfly  in  the  sun.  [On  the  drawing,  in  B.’s  hand,  it  is  named  Trigla 
adriatica,  Linn.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048,  67-69 

47.  Soho  Square  1792  Nov.  20  *  Blagden  will  visit  Naples  with  Lord  Palmerston  and 

other  friends ;  the  possibility  of  a  bombardment  by  the  French  has  probably 
not  entered  the  head  of  the  King,  nor  will  it  deter  him  from  hunting  stags 
and  boars;  there  is  some  alarm  in  England  about  the  “Equality”  agitation; 
experiments  have  been  made  on  frogs  in  imitation  of  those  of  Bologna; 
messages  to  Lady  H.  and  Graefer.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  147-148 

48.  Caserta  1793  Jan.  15  Blagden  is  in  Naples,  but  has  not  yet  seen  him;  there  are 

58  British  in  Naples  whom  he  will  entertain  to  dinner  on  the  Queen’s 
birthday;  Italy  looks  to  Britain  for  deliverance  from  the  French;  thinks 
there  is  nothing  to  fear  in  England  with  good  government  and  justice,  but 
in  Naples  where  government  and  justice  are  slack,  there  is  much  to  fear; 
Graefer  has  been  ill  but  is  now  better;  he  says  he  has  written  and  sent 
plants  to  B.  often;  Emma  is  in  high  favour  with  the  Queen.  [Date  in  B.M. 
MS.  incorrect.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  70-71 

D.T.C.  8.  156-157 

49.  Soho  Square  1793  Apl.  12  *  Has  received  the  drawings  and  descriptions  sent  by  H. 

for  his  opinion,  of  the  machine  invented  by  Giuseppe  Oliveiro ;  it  shows 
great  patience  and  ingenuity,  but  he  thinks  the  inventor  has  wholly  failed 
in  his  object,  perpetual  motion  being  impossible;  is  pleased  to  hear  of 
Graefer’s  good  fortune  and  is  willing  to  give  him  a  legal  discharge  for  the 
sum  he  advanced  him,  which  should  have  been  repaid  by  their  Sicilian 
Majesties;  has  had  only  one  parcel  of  plants  from  him,  sent  soon  after  his 
arrival,  but  the  nurserymen  in  London  are  supplied  by  him ;  the  fear  of 
revolution  in  England  has  passed.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  149-150 
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50.  Caserta  1793  June  11  Thanks  B.  for  his  comments  on  Oliveira’s  machine;  the 

Court  has  remained  at  Caserta  since  the  French  fleet  visited  the  Bay;  they 
long  to  see  a  British  fleet  there;  if  the  French  had  attacked  Naples,  20,000 
French  in  the  town  would  have  been  massacred  by  the  inhabitants;  the 
King  visits  the  garden  daily;  the  Camphor-tree  is  in  full  bloom  and  is  36 
feet  high ;  Blagden  was  graciously  received  by  H.M.  when  told  he  was  a 
friend  of  B.  \see  Blagden,  C.,  No.  224] ;  the  prudent  and  dignified  con¬ 
duct  of  Emma,  who  is  in  high  favour  with  the  Queen. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  72-74 
D.T.C.  8.  213-215 

51.  Caserta  1794  Apl.  22  Is  busier  now  with  official  duties  than  ever  in  the  28  years  of 

his  office ;  Lord  Hood  is  battering  Bastia  with  shells  he  procured  from  the 
arsenal  at  Naples;  a  Jacobin  conspiracy  at  Court  has  led  to  the  imprison¬ 
ment  of  80  suspected  persons ;  the  plan  was  to  blow  up  the  Theatre  of  St. 
Carlo  when  the  Sovereigns,  the  nobility  and  the  foreign  ministers  were 
assembled  at  the  opening;  hopes  a  copy  of  his  book  on  ancient  vases  has 
been  sent  to  B.  and  one  for  R.S. ;  the  second  vol.  is  nearly  ready;  hopes  in 
better  times  to  send  a  full  account  of  the  motions  of  Vesuvius  for  the  last 
12  years  from  the  records  kept  for  him  by  Antonio  Piaggi,  who  is  now  87 
and  unable  to  continue  his  observations,  the  original  books  of  which  he 
will  send  to  R.S.  [See  No.  59] ;  Graefer  “goes  on  well  but  is  still  poor”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  75-76 
D.T.C.  9.  46-47 

52.  Soho  Square  1794  July  4  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  elegant  work  on  Vases ;  hopes  he  will 

be  able  to  devote  his  attention  to  Vesuvius,  in  spite  of  the  “Jacobine  Fire 
which  consumes  all  it  reaches”;  England  plays  the  leading  part  in  the 
war;  desires  him  to  tell  Graefer  that  as  he  has  not  written  for  five  years, 
he  can  make  amends  by  sending  him  a  specimen  of  Sterculia  platanifolia , 
which  flowers  in  Naples  but  not  in  England  [ see  No.  58] ;  the  Queen  [of 
England]  and  the  Princesses  study  botany  and  have  a  new  garden  at 
Frogmore;  is  pleased  to  hear  of  the  success  of  [the  singer]  Mrs.  Billington 
in  Naples ;  if  Mrs.  North  (q.v.)  is  still  in  Naples  “do  not  mention  my  name 
to  her  unless  you  wish  to  hear  your  Friend  revild”;  she  has  become  a 
collector  of  Minerals,  “and  sweats  her  poor  husbands  Pockets  unmerci¬ 
fully  to  indulge  her  new  taste”.  B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  151-152 

53.  Naples  1794  July  5  Gives  a  brief  account  of  a  violent  eruption  of  Vesuvius,  the 

greatest  since  those  of  a.d.  79  and  1631 ;  promises  a  full  account  soon  of  all 
his  observations  for  R.S.,  with  drawings.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  77-80 

D.T.C.  9.  68-69 

54.  Soho  Square  1794  Aug.  10  *  Is  delighted  with  the  account  of  Vesuvius  because  of  its 

authenticity  and  its  contradiction  of  silly  stories  told  in  England;  hopes 
to  have  the  full  account  in  time  for  R.S.  in  November;  encloses  a  letter 
from  “our  odd  Bishop”  [Frederick  Augustus  Hervey,  4th  Earl  of  Bristol 
and  Bishop  of  Derry]  evidently  intended  for  H.  though  addressed  to  B. ; 
it  tells  a  tall  story  of  stones  thrown  so  high  that  their  ascent  and  descent 
occupied  18  hours;  he  (B.)  dates  his  letters  from  London  although  he  is 
now  in  the  country  and  much  occupied  by  keeping  the  peace  in  the  county 
in  the  vacancy  caused  by  Pelham’s  elevation  to  the  peerage. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  153-154 
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55.  Soho  Square 


56.  Caserta 


57.  Portici 


58.  Soho  Square 


59.  Caserta 


60.  Naples 


1794  Nov.  30  *  Acknowledges  H.’s  account  of  the  eruption  of  Vesuvius 
and  the  maps  illustrating  it;  Cavendish  considers  it  the  most  valuable 
contribution  yet  made  to  the  study  of  volcanic  activity;  has  not  yet  laid 
it  before  R.S.,  as  he  will  wait  till  later  in  the  session  when  meetings  have 
better  attendance ;  the  effect  of  war  has  been  to  produce  a  large  number  of 
scientific  essays,  the  writers  apparently  so  occupy  themselves  to  escape  from 
“the  impenetrable  gloom  which  now  overshadows  all  Public  Affairs”. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  155-156 

1794  Dec.  16  This  letter  is  conveyed  by  the  King’s  Messenger;  he 
informed  Graefer  of  this  excellent  opportunity  of  writing,  but  he  is  most 
helpless  and  indolent  in  everything  but  his  profession;  discusses  various 
modes  of  gardening;  hopes  his  account  of  Vesuvius  has  arrived,  will 
soon  be  sending  Vol.  2  of  his  work  on  Vases. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  81-82 
D.T.C.  9.  136-137 

1 795  Oct.  10  Acknowledges  four  copies  of  his  paper  on  Vesuvius;  sends 

a  sketch  and  description  of  some  small  fishes  known  by  the  Neapolitans 
as  Cicinielli;  they  were  found  in  a  sea-slug;  longs  for  the  end  of  war; 
sends  greetings  from  Emma,  whose  “mind  has  gained  and  her  body  lost 
nothing  of  its  beauty”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  83-85 

1795  Nov.  17  *  Graefer’s  parcel  has  arrived  with  some  plants  he  was 
glad  to  have,  especially  the  Sterculia  [ see  No.  52];  “the  devil  take  most 
Kings  and  Queens,  I  say”,  for  he  has  lost  both  time  and  money  in  serving 
the  King  of  Naples ;  gives  an  account  of  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Ireland 
which  drew  off  1500  people  from  the  harvest  [see  Lloyd,  John,  Nos. 
48-50] ;  Count  Rumford  is  here  with  a  new  invention  to  save  coal  and 
wishes  to  try  it  in  B.’s  kitchen;  political  news  and  mob  violence. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  157-158 

1797  May  31  Discusses  the  war  and  Italy’s  fatal  policy  of  mezzi  termini ; 
Rome  and  Tuscany  have  already  suffered  from  it  and  Venice  is  paying 
dearly,  notwithstanding  the  boasted  wisdom  of  her  government;  Britain 
cannot  alone  stem  the  torrent  if  every  dam  gives  way ;  is  in  bad  health  and 
is  staying  in  Graefer’s  house  which  is  in  a  more  healthy  situation  than  his 
own ;  the  King  having  cut  off  supplies  for  two  years,  the  Garden  is  going  to 
ruin ;  this  has  so  affected  Graefer  that  he  is  dangerously  ill ;  the  Queen  has 
given  £400  from  her  private  purse  to  save  it;  congratulates  B.  on  his 
nomination  to  the  Privy  Council ;  will  send  one  more  communication  on 
Vesuvius  from  1779  to  the  last  eruption,  based  on  the  diary  of  Piaggi,  who 
died  last  year,  aged  82  [in  No.  51  he  was  stated  to  be  87  in  1794] ;  will  send 
Piaggi’s  diary  to  R.S. ;  has  applied  for  leave  to  come  to  England  to  look 
into  his  estate  which  in  spite  of  Charles  Greville’s  improvements,  yields 
him  no  income;  intends  to  sell  his  fine  collection  of  Vases,  but  not  in 
England;  Graefer  is  most  grateful  for  B.’s  kindness  to  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  86-91 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  141-147 

1797  July  11  The  King  of  Naples  has  at  last  remembered  B.’s  sendees 
to  him,  and  a  service  of  chinaware  is  being  made  at  the  Royal  China 
Manufactory  as  a  gift;  describes  its  ornamentation;  hopes  to  see  B.  in 
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England  in  the  spring;  home  and  foreign  politics  are  “Hell  and  the  Devil”, 
but  he  has  confidence  in  Pitt’s  firmness.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  92-93 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  161-162 

61.  Soho  Square  1798  Mar.  14  *  Thanks  him  for  the  account  he  has  given  of  the  inten¬ 

tions  of  the  King  of  Naples  towards  him;  England  is  threatened  with 
invasion,  but  as  the  danger  approaches  domestic  harmony  increases;  a 
missionary  [meaning  Mungo  Park]  has  just  arrived,  who  has  penetrated 
1000  miles  into  the  interior  of  Africa  and  has  made  most  important  dis¬ 
coveries  ;  describes  his  adventures  and  the  countries  discovered ;  Herschel 
has  discovered  four  new  satellites  of  the  Georgian  Planet  [Uranus.] 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2641.  159-161 

62.  Palermo  1799  Sept.  13  Had  hoped  to  see  B.  in  England  long  ago,  and  is  worn  out 

by  recent  events ;  the  air  and  siroccos  of  Sicily  do  not  agree  with  any  of  the 
party  and  Nelson,  Emma  and  himself  are  frequently  ill;  thanks  to  Nelson 
and  his  squadron,  the  King  of  Naples  is  once  more  on  his  throne;  he  has 
created  Nelson  Duke  of  Bronte  with  an  estate  and  a  diamond-mounted 
sword;  describes  other  valuable  presents  to  him;  intended  to  return  in 
H.M.S.  Colossus,  but  at  Nelson’s  request  has  deferred  his  departure  till 
the  spring;  at  the  particular  desire  of  his  first  wife  he  wishes  to  be  buried 
with  her  in  Slebeck  church;  Graefer  and  his  family  were  brought  from 
Naples  and  Nelson  has  made  him  steward  of  his  estate  in  Sicily,  with  an 
annuity  of  £200  a  year.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  94-96 

D.T.C.  11.  281-285 

63.  Soho  Square  1799  Nov.  8  *  News  has  been  received  that  Dolomieu  is  confined  by  the 

Government  of  Naples  and  is  in  danger  of  being  tried  as  a  criminal, 
though  he  is  only  a  prisoner  of  war ;  his  detention  has  caused  the  greatest 
indignation  among  men  of  science  of  all  nations,  and  he  has  had  more  than 
thirty  applications  to  endeavour  to  procure  his  liberation ;  Dolomieu  has 
long  devoted  himself  to  science  and  has  endured  dangers  and  hardship  in 
its  cause;  his  visit  to  Egypt  was  scientific,  not  political;  entreats  H.  to 
intercede  with  the  King  of  Naples  and  so  gratify  men  of  science  every¬ 
where  by  restoring  him  to  the  service  of  science.  [ N.R.R.S .  9.  263-264.] 

D.T.C.  11.  313-315 

64.  23  Piccadilly,  1803  Jan.  30  Calls  attention  to  the  danger  of  ships  being  struck  by 

London  lightning  and  urges  R.S.  to  take  steps  to  have  ships  fitted  with  lightning- 

conductors.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  97-98 

HAMILTON,  William,  M.D.  (d.  1856).  Botanist  and  Pharmaceutical  Author 

1.  New  Street,  [r.  1819]  —  Sends  specimen  sheets  of  the  Flora  of  the  West  Indies  upon 
Brompton  which  he  is  engaged.  \Prodromus  Plantarum  Indiae  Occidentalis ,  published 
in  1825.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  161-162 

HAMILTON,  William  Richard,  F.R.S.  (1777-1859).  Traveller  and  Diplomatist 

1.  Soho  Square  [1809]  Jan.  16  *  As  he  is  “chained  to  his  chair  by  gout”,  requests  him 
to  call ;  he  has  sent  to  [Henry]  Salt  ( q.v .)  the  copy  of  the  minute  for  his 
instructions,  as  he  is  sailing  immediately  [on  his  official  mission  to  Abys¬ 
sinia]  ;  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  permission  for  Burckhardt  to  visit 
Malta  and  requests  H.  to  arrange  this  as  he  is  unable  to  do  anything  for 
himself.  Gunther  MS.  16.  6 
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2.  [Foreign 
Office] 

1811  Jan.  27  There  is  no  need  to  write  again  respecting  [Domingos] 

Vandelli  ( q.v .)  as  orders  given  by  the  Portuguese  Government  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  Stewart’s  representations  have  effected  better  treatment  for  him 
and  permission  for  him  to  come  to  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  34048.  99 

3.  Chelsea 

1816  June  14  Describes  a  meeting  [at  the  house  of  Richard  Payne 

Knight  (q.v .)]  of  antiquaries  to  inspect  his  collection  of  medals  and  gems ; 
two  gems  of  Flora  were  exhibited,  the  second  of  which  was  agreed  to  be 
far  superior  to  the  first ;  he  has  no  doubt  that  both  are  the  work  of  Pistrucci, 
but  Knight  adheres  to  his  opinion  that  the  first  is  an  antique;  he  inter¬ 
viewed  Bonelli  next  day  and  gives  a  long  account  of  the  conversation ;  from 
this  he  feels  convinced  that  Bonelli,  rather  than  undeceive  a  good  customer, 
did  not  contradict  Knight’s  opinion.  D.T.C.  19.  269-274 

4.  Foreign 
Office 

1816  July  7  Knight  has  paid  him  a  compliment  in  supposing  him  to  have 

a  share  in  the  purchase  of  the  Elgin  marbles;  will  show  B.  a  cameo  he 
purchased  from  Rundell  &  Bridge  [jewellers  of  Ludgate  Hill]  which 
Pistrucci  declares  to  be  one  of  the  best  antiques  he  has  seen  in  this  country. 

D.T.C.  19.  299 

5.  Chelsea 

1818  Feb.  1  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  from  Henry  Salt,  British  Consul 

General  in  Egypt,  dated  24  Oct.  1817,  to  Sir  Robert  Liston,  confirming  the 
report  of  the  death  of  Sheikh  Ibrahim,  [John  Lewis  Burckhardt]  on  15  Oct., 
just  as  he  was  about  to  set  out  for  Timbuctoo;  his  manuscripts  are  at 
Constantinople  and  will  be  sent  home  in  charge  of  [John  Hookham]  Frere. 

D.T.C.  20.  81-82 

6.  [Foreign 
Office] 

1819  Nov.  9  Returns  the  letters  from  Henry  Salt,  Lord  Mountnorris 

and  Charles  Yorke;  he  feels  strongly  that  the  important  collection  [of 
Egyptian  antiquities  collected  by  Salt]  should  be  acquired  by  the  British 
Museum;  suggests  that  the  Trustees  apply  to  Government  for  a  transport 
to  be  sent  to  Alexandria  to  bring  them  home.  Halls ,  2.  319 

HAMILTON,  - 
1.  Hinde 

Street 

—  Feb.  2  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  from  Sir  William  Dunkin  dated  at 

Calcutta  the  previous  April,  assuring  B.  that  he  will  obtain  unassailable 
evidence  relating  to  the  mating  of  tame  Elephants. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  371 

HAMMER,  Frederic  Louis  (d.  1837).  Professor  of  Natural  History 


1.  Strasbourg 

1802  June  4  Introduces  a  young  cousin,  Lewis  Kob,  whose  late  father- 

in-law,  Dr.  [Jean]  Hermann  (q.v.)  was  known  to  B.;  Kob  now  occupies 
Hermann’s  position  and  is  gradually  publishing  the  manuscripts  left  by 
him;  he  (Hammer)  much  desires  to  have  B.’s  Library  Catalogue  which 
cannot  be  purchased  in  Strasbourg.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  168 

HAMMERSLEY,  Thomas  (1748-1812)  trading  as  Hammersley  &  Co.  Bankers 

1.  Pall  Mall  1803  Apl.  27.  He  encloses  particulars  of  Exchequer  Bills  purchased  to  the 
value  of  £4,011,  which  seem  to  have  been  charged  to  the  debit  of  the 
Committee  for  erecting  a  statue  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  36a 
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2.  Pall  Mall  1804  June  2  Informs  B.  that  the  Government  propose  to  pay  off  the 

Exchequer  Bills  purchased  for  account  of  the  Committee  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  Memorial;  the  value  may  be  received  either  in  cash  or  in  new 
Bills  for  the  same  amount.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  36b 

3.  Pall  Mall  1804  June  9  B.  is  informed  that  the  new  Exchequer  Bills  have  been 

applied  for,  and  that  the  subscription  of  50  gns.  from  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch  has  been  received  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Committee. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  36c 

4.  Pall  Mall  1804  June  26  Notification  that  the  new  Exchequer  Bills  for  £4000  have 

been  received  together  with  interest  on  the  exchanged  Bills  amounting  to 
£218,  which  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Committee. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  36d 

5.  Pall  Mall  1806  June  2  Statement  of  the  fund  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Memorial. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  36g 


HAMOND,  Sir  Andrew  Snape,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1738-1828).  Comptroller  of  the  Navy 

1.  Navy  Office  1802  Mar.  15  He  has  interviewed  Capt.  Isaacs  on  the  subject  of  the 
Hemp,  of  which  the  Navy  Board  agreed  to  take  the  whole  stock  from 
Bombay ;  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the  preparation  of  Dammar  [a  resin  used 
for  making  varnish]  but  has  seen  it  used  and  thinks  it  better  than  Petit.  [List 
by  B.  of  specimens  sent  to  the  Navy  Board,  Mar.  1802.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  262 


HANNOSSET,  D.  D. 

1  Brussels  1789  Dec.  18  Announces  the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  Baron  Antoine 

Francois  Joseph  deWevelinchoven(^.‘y.).  [French.]B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097. 187 


HANWAY,  Jonas  (1712-1786).  Traveller  and  Philanthropist 

1.  Soho  Square  1782  [Apl.  1]  *  Replies  to  questions  concerning  the  webs  so  abundant  on 

hedges  near  London ;  explains  that  thfey  are  caused  by  caterpillars  hatched 
from  eggs  laid  the  previous  autumn  by  a  small  moth ;  they  are  exceptionally 
abundant  owing  to  a  succession  of  dry  seasons;  describes  the  life-history 
of  the  insect;  the  insects  feed  on  trees  and  bushes  and  do  not  attack 
vegetables  useful  to  man;  mentions  the  absurd  popular  belief  that  these 
webs  foretell  pestilence  and  famine.  D.T.C.  2.  112-115 

2.  Red  Lion  1782  Apl.  3  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  sends  some  of  the  “Produce  of 

Square  the  ingenious  information  you  gave  me”.  D.T.C.  2.  116 

HARCOURT,  Francis  Henri,  Due  d’.  Ambassador  of  Louis  XVIII 

1.  London  1793  Oct.  23  Recommends  to  B.  Dr.  Adair,  Doctor  of  Medicine  and 
Consultant  to  the  Comte  d’Artois,  requesting  him  to  help  the  doctor  in 
his  researches.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  138 

HARDCASTLE,  Rev.  Joseph  (fl.  1796-1819).  Clergyman  and  Philantropist 

1.  Soho  Square  1806  July  24  *  Is  grateful  to  him  for  taking  under  the  protection  of  his 
[Missionary]  Society  the  deserted  islanders ;  they  will  soon  be  embarked 
on  a  ship  for  New  South  Wales  and  recommended  to  the  Governor  and 
Chaplain  [Samuel]  Marsden ;  advises  that  they  should  be  inoculated  by  the 
Jennerian  Society  before  sailing.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  327 


394 


HARDINGE,  George,  F.R.S.  (1743-1816).  Lawyer  and  Politician 

1.  [Soho  1795  Mar.  —  *  Encloses  5  guineas  for  the  relief  of  his  old  schoolfellow 

Square]  Collins.  Nichols,  L. I.,  3.  156 

HARDMAN,  T.  Ship’s  Surgeon 

1.  Liverpool  1780  Aug.  12  Sends  a  bottle  of  Oil  of  Cloves  taken  from  an  East  India 
ship  and  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Academy  [of  Science],  Paris; 
the  expedition  was  abortive  owing  to  the  separation  of  the  ships  and 
damage  through  bad  weather  and  enemy  action ;  describes  the  sickness  of 
the  crew  and  the  medicinal  measures  taken.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  94 


HARDWICKE,  Earl  of—  See  YORKE,  Philip 


HARDWICKE,  Thomas,  F.R.S.  (1755-1835)-  Army  Officer  and  Naturalist 

1.  London  1803  Sept.  1  Encloses  letter  brought  from  Roxburgh;  will  send  B.  seeds 

from  Upper  Hindustan  and  his  collection  of  Natural  History  drawings  as 
soon  as  he  can  obtain  possession  of  them  from  Custom  House.  [The 
drawings  were  in  due  course  delivered  to  B.  and  are  now  bound  up  with 
H.’s  MS.  descriptions  of  them  in  a  volume  in  the  Dept,  of  Botany 
B.M.  (N.H.).]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  126 

2.  Berners  1805  Feb.  2  Sends  specimen  of  a  substance  supposed  by  Roxburgh  to 

Street  be  produced  by  a  species  of  Bassia ;  it  smells  like  chocolate  and  is  used 

by  wealthy  Indians  as  a  cosmetic  after  baking. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  188 

3.  Calcutta  1818  Dec.  15  Sends  drawings  which  he  requests  B.  to  transmit  to  the 

Linnean  Society;  continues  to  increase  his  collection  of  drawings;  a 
peculiar  breed  of  dogs  has  been  brought  to  his  notice  by  Lord  Hastings ; 
news  of  Wallich ;  hopes  that  the  case  of  drawings  he  sent  by  John  Gisborne 
of  E.I.  Co.’s  ship  Asia  arrived  safely.  B.M.  (N.H.)  Hardwicke 

4.  Calcutta  1818  Dec.  16  Requests  B.  to  forward  to  the  President  of  the  Geological 

Society  the  box  of  minerals  he  is  sending,  after  he  has  inspected  them; 
regrets  to  trouble  B.  but  cannot  remember  the  name  of  the  President; 
wishes  to  be  remembered  to  his  old  friends  Lambert,  Marsham,  Sir  James 
Smith  and  Brown.  Brabourne,  1 20 


HARDY,  James.  Physician 

1.  Northamp-  1791  May  15  Asks  B.’s  permission  to  consult  in  his  library  a  certain 

ton  passage  in  the  works  of  Linnaeus  bearing  on  Gout,  the  origin  and  cause  of 

which  he  has  been  studying  for  20  years.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  96 


HARE,  Rev.  James 

1.  Swindon  1789  Oct.  16  He  has  read  in  the  newspapers  that  two  boys  are  being 

brought  to  England  from  Otaheite,  offers  to  convert  and  instruct  them  in 
the  Christian  religion  and  to  have  them  taught  a  useful  trade,  but  his 
circumstances  prevent  him  from  doing  this  gratuitously  as  he  would  have 
wished.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  264-265 

2.  [Revesby  1789  Oct.  27  *  Has  also  read  report  of  the  arrival  of  two  boys  from 

Abbey]  Otaheite,  but  doubts  the  truth  of  it ;  when  he  returns  to  London,  he  will 

enquire  if  it  is  true,  and  if  the  Govt,  is  willing  to  undertake  the  expense  of 
religious  instruction,  will  write  again.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  266 
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HARPER,  Rev.  Samuel,  F.R.S.  (d.  1803).  Secretary,  British  Museum 

1.  British  1791  May  6  Returns  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees  for  B.’s  gift  of 

Museum  Kaempfer’s  leones.  [Note  by  B.,  “When  I  delivered  this  Book  I  returned 

the  original  to  Mr.  Harpur  but  did  not  acquaint  the  Trustees  lest  Fault 
should  be  found  with  the  officers  who  had  not  reported  it  missing  at  the 
end  of  the  last  vacation.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35068.  126 


HARRINGTON 
1.  Carlisle 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 

3.  Carlisle 


4.  [Soho 
Square] 

5.  [Soho  Square 


6.  [Carlisle 


7.  [Soho  Square 


8.  Carlisle 


9.  [Soho 
Square] 


,  Robert  (fl.  1791-1815).  Physician  and  Chemist 

1792  Jan.  31  Requests  B.  to  communicate  to  R.S.  a  paper  he  has 
prepared  on  Phlogiston;  offers  to  send  it  for  B.’s  inspection. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  133 
1792  Feb.  6  *  If  the  paper  in  his  opinion  is  likely  to  give  satisfaction  he 
will  lay  it  before  the  Society.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  134 

1792  Mar.  11  Has  sent  his  paper  by  the  coach;  it  deals  with  the  whole 
subject  of  philosophical  chemistry  relating  to  airs;  he  will  modify  any 
expressions  which  in  B.’s  judgement,  require  alteration. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  145 
1792  Mar.  14  *  Acknowledges  arrival  of  paper;  will  read  it  as  soon  as  he 
has  time  and  will  then  report  if  it  is  likely  to  be  satisfactory  to  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  146 
—  Mar.  — ]  *  Has  read  the  paper  attentively,  but  cannot  sufficiently 
comprehend  the  arguments  and  deductions  therein  to  feel  convinced  “that 
the  established  theories  of  modern  Philosophy  are  subverted  by  them”; 
in  the  presentation  of  papers  he  has  no  privilege  as  President,  and  all  Fellows 
have  an  equal  right  to  place  papers  of  which  they  approve  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretaries ;  certain  conditions,  however,  are  expected  to  be  observed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  147 
1792  Mar.  — ]  Regrets  that  B.  does  not  consider  his  paper  worthy  of 

being  read  at  R.S. ;  he  imagines  that  many  papers  that  are  read  on  contro¬ 
versial  questions  do  not  always  carry  conviction;  he  thought  that  B.,  not 
being  a  professed  chemist,  would  have  allowed  the  Society  to  judge; 
intends  to  make  public  his  application  and  its  rejection;  desires  his  paper 
to  be  sent  to  Dr.  Wasdale  ( q.v .)  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  148 

1792  Mar.  — ]  *  He  has  no  objection  to  the  publication  of  his  letters, 

provided  his  (H.’s)  are  published  with  them ;  reminds  him  that  the  opinion 
he  gave  was  his  own  and  not  that  of  R.S. ;  he  will  return  the  paper  to  Dr. 
Wasdale  as  requested.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  149 

1794  Feb.  10  Presents  his  two  last  works  to  R.S.;  one  of  which  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  Society ;  desires  something  more  than  the  usual  formal  letter 
of  thanks;  hopes  B.  is  now  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  his  views  and 
the  fallacy  of  those  who  support  the  French  theories,  and  hopes  justice  will 
be  done  by  R.S.  to  his  “injured  merit”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  244 

1794  Feb.  13  *  He  hopes  he  does  not  include  himself  amongst  those 
whom  he  charges  with  injuring  merit;  repeats  that  the  paper  submitted 
did  not  carry  such  conviction  as  to  cause  an  alteration  in  his  views; 
the  books  he  has  presented  will  be  placed  in  the  library  where  all  Fellows 
who  choose  to  read  them  may  do  so  and  the  Society’s  thanks  given,  but  he 
cannot  offer  any  hope  that  the  customary  form  of  letter  will  be  departed 
from.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  245 
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Harrington,  Robert,  continued 

1794  Feb.  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  prompt  reply,  but  begs  to  differ  wholly 
from  the  sentiments  expressed;  he  implies  partiality  on  the  part  of  B., 
and  that  he  has  been  illiberally  treated ;  considers  himself  entitled  to  more 
than  the  formal  letter  of  thanks  for  the  books  presented  as  the  Treatise  on 
Air  is  dedicated  to  the  Society.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  246-247 

1794  Feb.  21  *  Is  sorry  to  differ  so  much  on  the  subject-matter  of  this 
correspondence,  but  agrees  with  him  “in  thinking  in  case  I  am  wrong,  the 
public  will  find  fault  with  me”,  but  has  nothing  to  add  to  his  last  letter. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  247 
1794  June  11  Regrets  to  reopen  a  subject  on  which  opinions  differ  so 
much,  but  feels  it  due  to  himself  that  a  manly  and  modest  vindication  of 
his  views  should  be  given;  he  therefore  offers  a  second  paper  to  R.S. 
which  “will  greatly  elucidate  some  disputed  Chemical  doctrines”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  269 

13.  Soho  Square  1794  June  16  *  He  will  readily  receive  his  paper,  and  if  its  doctrines  are 

not,  in  his  opinion,  contradicted  by  experimental  tests,  will  bring  it  before 
R.S. ;  reminds  him  that  as  President  it  is  no  part  of  his  duty  to  present 
papers,  this  power  being  enjoyed  by  all  the  Fellows  of  the  Society. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  271 

14.  Carlisle  1794  Oct.  15  Thanks  B.  for  informing  him  that  he  will  present  his 

paper  to  R.S.,  but  regrets  the  qualification  imposed  by  B. ;  develops  at 
great  length  the  principles  of  his  theory. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  277-279 


10.  Carlisle 


11.  [Soho 
Square] 

12.  Carlisle 


15.  [Soho  1794  Nov.  10  *  Has  carefully  considered  the  account  of  his  theories  and 

Square]  experiments  as  detailed  in  his  last  letter,  but  declines  presenting  them  to 

R.S.;  it  is  not  part  of  the  President’s  duty  to  enter  into  controversial 
correspondence ;  he  declines  to  state  his  reasons  and  reminds  him  that  all 
Fellows  of  the  Society  have  an  equal  right  to  place  papers  for  consideration 
in  the  hands  of  the  secretaries.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  279  vo. 


16.  Carlisle  1794  Nov.  16  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter,  but  feels  no  disappointment  as 

he  has  “seen  all  along  a  determined  resolution  not  to  pay  the  least  attention 
to  his  labours” ;  asks  whether  any  of  his  experiments  were  tried,  and  if  any 
other  person  read  his  paper;  as  to  the  right  of  other  Fellows  to  present 
papers,  such  a  course  would  be  useless  with  B.  and  Cavendish  on  the 
Council;  requests  that  the  paper  be  sent  to  Mr.  Sherwin,  Surgeon,  of 
Enfield.  [Note  by  B.,  “Sent  Paper  to  Mr  Sherwin,  Nov.  24.  1794”.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  286-287 


HARRIS,  Henry 

1.  Malacca  1799  Sept.  5  He  is  sending  by  Lee  some  Natural  History  drawings  made 
by  a  Chinese  in  his  employment,  also  a  Tiger-cat,  a  “Flying  Cat”  and 
other  zoological  specimens.  [Note  by  B.,  “I  gave  the  drawings  to  Mr. 
Menden  as  likely  to  be  usefull  in  his  intended  publication  of  (illegible).”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  344-345 

HARRIS,  James,  Baron,  afterwards  1st  Earl  of  Malmesbury  (1746-1820).  Diplomatist 

1.  St.  Petersburg  1780  Jan.  18  He  is  endeavouring  to  obtain  information  concerning 
English  ships  seen  from  the  North-eastern  extremity  of  the  Russian 
Empire  in  1778;  announces  the  death  of  Capt.  Cook.  D.T.C.  1.  281-282 
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Harris,  Sir  James,  continued 

2.  Spring  1797  May  5  Sends  a  draft  letter  for  B.’s  approval  to  the  Minister  of  the 

Garden  Prince  of  Wiirttemberg  inviting  him  to  accept  his  (B.’s)  hospitality  at 

Spring  Grove  whilst  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  King’s  coaches  to  convey 
him  and  his  suite  to  St.  James’s  Palace;  if  he  approves,  requests  B.  to 
transcribe  and  sign  it.  [£<?e  Grenville,  W.  W. ;  Cottrell,  Sir  S., 
Nos.  6-9  and  Zepellin,  Carl,  Nos.  1,  2.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  112 

HARRISON,  Edward,  M.D.  (fl.  1784-1810).  Physician 

1.  Horncastle  1795  Dec.  10  He  has  sent  B.  the  results  of  his  experiments  on  dogs  and 

will  continue  them  on  the  lines  suggested  by  B.,  namely  to  ascertain  the 
acids  best  adapted  for  the  solution  of  swallowed  metals;  he  will  prepare 
a  second  paper,  chemical  and  physiological ;  he  regrets  he  was  unable  to 
continue  the  experiments  while  B.  was  in  Lincolnshire,  but  he  had 
difficulty  in  procuring  dogs ;  he  is  indebted  to  Dr.  [George]  Pearson  for 
corrections,  and  has  had  the  opinion  of  Dr.  [Joseph]  Black  of  Edinburgh; 
he  is  informed  that  yellow  fever  has  broken  out  in  Blackburn,  Lancs. 
[Note  by  B.,  that  the  acid  did  not  arrive  till  the  late  spring  and  he  did  not 
receive  Pearson’s  analysis  of  it  till  10th  Apl.,  when  he  sent  the  paper  to 
Dr.  Sims.]  D.T.C.  9.  329-331 


HARRISON,  Sir 
1.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


2.  Treasury 
Chambers 

3.  Treasury 
Chambers 


George  (d.  1841).  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 

1814  Sept.  1  *  For  the  information  of  Lord  Liverpool,  he  sends  a  long 
account  of  the  Botanic  Gardens  at  Kew,  its  superiority  over  all  others  and 
the  need  to  send  collectors  abroad  to  keep  it  supplied  with  rare,  useful 
and  valuable  plants;  urges  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  other  suitable 
places  to  explore;  recommends  Allan  Cunningham  and  James  Bowie 
( qq.v .)  as  suitable  collectors.  [Extracts  in  Edw.  Smith ,  274-277.] 

Dawson  MS.  46.  41-45 
D.T.C.  19.  56-63 

1814  Sept.  9  [To  James  Bowie.]  Informs  him  of  his  appointment,  together 
with  Allan  Cunningham,  to  collect  plants  for  Kew.  D.T.C.  19.  66-67 

1814  Sept.  13  Informs  B.  that  the  letter  he  wrote  by  the  desire  of  Lord 
Liverpool  has  been  laid  before  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury;  their  Lordships 
entirely  concur  in  the  suggestions  therein  and  they  nominate  James  Bowie 
and  Cunningham  to  be  sent  to  the  Cape  and  elsewhere  to  collect  plants  for 
the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens  at  Kew ;  such  sums  will  be  paid  to  Aiton  at  Kew 
as  are  necessary  for  the  outfit,  etc.  of  the  collectors;  they  request  B.  to 
draw  up  suitable  instructions;  they  will  be  given  a  passage  in  the  first 
King’s  ship  to  sail  for  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  thence  to  the  Cape;  Lord 
Bathurst  has  been  requested  to  instruct  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  to 
provide  a  wagon  and  oxen  and  to  give  the  necessary  orders  and  intro¬ 
ductions.  Kew  Bulletin,  1891,  308 


HARRISON,  James 

1.  Parker  Row,  1801  Mar.  3  Has  invented  a  machine  to  obviate  sudden  strain  on  ships’ 
Dockhead  cables  when  at  anchor;  previous  attempts  with  steel  springs  proved  a 

failure;  desires  to  lay  details  of  his  invention  before  B.,  with  a  view  to  its 
being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  272-273 


398 


HARRISON,  Joseph  (d.  1809).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1808  Nov.  26  Sends  extract  from  the  Inclosure  Act  relating  to  Wildmore 
Fen;  considers  that  the  Commissioners  have  acted  illegally  in  making 
certain  deductions  in  respect  of  tithes,  and  thinks  a  case  or  a  suit  should 
be  instituted  to  settle  the  matter;  asks  for  B.’s  concurrence. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  49-50 
1808  Dec.  11  A  long  letter  setting  out  in  detail  the  tithe  deductions  and 
the  authority  claimed  by  the  Commissioners  for  their  interpretation; 
suggests  that  a  case  be  prepared  for  Counsel’s  opinion  and  asks  B.  to  join 
with  him  in  having  this  done.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  51-52 

1808  Dec.  15  *  Agrees  that  the  matter  ought  to  be  settled,  but  has  been 
rather  discouraged  by  his  previous  experience  in  similar  cases;  suggests 
that  H.  should  have  a  case  prepared  for  opinion,  and  will  pay  half  the  cost. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  52  vo. 

HARROWBY,  Earl  of — See  Ryder,  Dudley.  (See  Addenda) 

HARVEY,  John.  Shawl  Manufacturer 

1.  Norwich  1788  Feb.  3  [To  Matthew  Ives,  q.v.~\  He  has  made  the  bobbins  desired 
by  B.  on  which  to  wind  the  yarn  for  making  shawls;  he  thinks  the  best 
wool  for  the  purpose  would  be  that  of  Spanish  sheep  crossed  with  B.’s 
breed ;  a  square  shawl  of  a  yard  and  a  half  would  require  40  skeins. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  297 

HASLANG,  Sigismund  Franz,  Reichsgraf  von  (d.  1804).  Bavarian  Ambassador  in  London 

1.  [London]  [c.  1796]  —  Sends  books  received  from  the  Electoral  Academy  of 

Mannheim ;  asks  B.  to  forward  the  copies  addressed  to  the  other  gentlemen. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  242 

2.  [Soho  - ^Returns  thanks  for  the  books  which  he  has  distributed  as  re- 

Square]  quested;  the  value  marked  on  the  parcel  he  conceives  to  be  due  to  the 

Academy  and  encloses  a  guinea  accordingly.  [Books  sent  to  Cavendish, 
Maskelyne,  Blagden  and  Wegg.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  242  (2) 

HASTED,  Edward,  F.R.S.  (1732-1812).  Historian  of  Kent 

1.  Canterbury  1782  Feb.  25  Is  about  to  print  the  portion  of  his  History  of  Kent  relating 

to  the  parish  of  Provender,  and  desires  to  insert  there  a  notice  of  B. ; 
asks  for  information  on  his  family  history,  descent,  arms,  etc.,  and  also 
for  information  concerning  his  voyages  of  discovery.  [Lady  Banks  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Weston-Hugessen  of  Provender,  Kent.]  D.T.C.  2.  96 

2.  [Soho  Square  1782  Feb.  — ]  *  Will  apply  to  the  College  of  Heralds  for  details  of  his 

family,  arms,  etc. ;  explains  that  he  undertook  all  his  voyages  in  the  interests 
of  science;  gives  biographical  information  concerning  himself,  and  some 
account  of  his  travels  and  his  pursuit  of  Botany,  is  preparing  a  volume  of 
over  800  plates  illustrating  the  plants  collected  on  his  voyages. 

D.T.C.  2.  97-100 

HASTINGS,  Francis  Rawdon,  2nd  Earl  of  Moira  and  1st  Marquis  of  Hastings  (1754-1826). 
Soldier  and  Statesman 

1.  St.  James’s  [1802]  Apl.  1  Will  respond  to  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  B.’s  house 
Place  at  the  meeting  to  consider  a  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford. 

Wellcome ,  67766.  (35) 


1.  [Tydd] 
Place 


2.  Boston 


3.  Soho  Square 
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H  A  stings,  Francis  Rawdon,  continued 


2. 


6. 


Denbigh 


4.  [London 


1804  June  25  Apologizes  for  delay  in  answering;  he  has  paid  to  the 
bankers  his  subscription  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  memorial ;  his  activities 
in  raising  local  companies  of  volunteers.  Wellcome ,  67766.  (52) 

3.  Soho  Square  1815  Jan.  11*  Recommends  to  his  protection  M.  Leschenault,  a  French¬ 
man,  who  was  naturalist  in  the  voyage  of  Baudin;  he  has  been  sent  by  his 
Government  to  make  collections  in  Natural  Flistory  in  India  and  to 
establish  a  Botanic  Garden  at  Pondicherry;  requests  that  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden  be  instructed  to  give  him  such 
plants  as  can  be  spared.  D.T.C.  19.  117-118 

1815  Jan.  — ]  [From  the  Board  of  Control  to  the  Governor- General  of 
India.]  By  a  communication  from  B.  it  is  learned  that  M.  Leschenault  de 
Latour  is  proceeding  to  India  in  the  employment  of  the  French  Govt,  to 
establish  a  Botanic  Garden  at  Pondicherry;  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  appoint¬ 
ment  has  been  exhibited,  and  it  is  hoped  that  on  presenting  it  in  India  he 
will  receive  the  countenance  and  civility  proper  to  strangers,  and  that  he  will 
be  allowed  assistance  in  a  contribution  of  such  plants  from  the  Botanic 
Gardens  of  Calcutta  and  Madras  as  can  be  spared.  D.T.C.  19.  1 19-120 
1818  Feb.  10  Sends  by  his  Aide-de-Camp  Capt.  Stanhope,  the  horns 
and  skin  of  an  animal  from  the  Himalayas  somewhat  resembling  a  Chamois, 
of  which  he  also  sends  a  description;  plans  and  objects  of  his  campaign; 
utter  defeat  of  the  Pindharis.  Gunther  MS.  14.  21 

1818  Apl.  27  His  speculations  on  the  Unicorn  are  dissipated;  the 
animal  sent  to  him  as  a  present  died  on  the  journey;  the  so-called  “horn” 
was  a  conical  wen  which  grew  in  front  of  the  ear  on  a  pony’s  head;  had 
fixed  on  Gorrekpore  as  his  residence  during  the  season  of  the  hot  winds, 
but  as  plague  rages  there,  is  remaining  in  camp  20  miles  away  until  it 
subsides;  the  heat  in  the  tents  is  very  oppressive.  Gunther  MS.  14.  20 


Camp,  on 
the  banks  of 
the  Sinda 

Camp,  near 
Gorrekpore 


HATCHETT,  Charles,  F.R.S.  (1765-1847).  Chemist 

1.  [Soho  Square  1799 — ]*  Memorandum  by  B.  on  the  proposed  purchase  of  Charles 

Hatchett’s  collection  of  Minerals  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum; 
the  collection  cost  £ 700 ,  not  counting  exchanges,  and  is  offered  for  that 
sum ;  if  the  purchase  is  agreed  to,  Hatchett  offers  to  arrange  it  in  systematic 
order  in  the  Museum ;  he  desires  to  have  permission  to  detach  small 
portions  of  such  specimens  as  have  not  yet  been  analysed  for  the  purpose 
of  analysing  them.  [Appended  is  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  collection  for  the  information  of  the  Trustees. 
The  collection  was  purchased  in  1799  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee,  viz.  the  Hon.  Charles  Greville,  Philip  Rashleigh  and  B.  See 
Hist.  Coll.  1.  357.]  D.T.C.  12.  225-231 

1800  Mar.  14  His  experiments  to  test  the  wear  of  gold  coins,  by  rapidly 
rotating  a  number  of  them  in  a  box  on  a  spindle;  the  wear  was  on  the 
edges  of  the  coins,  not  on  their  faces ;  Cavendish  wishes  to  examine  them, 
and  supposing  B.  would  like  to,  will  bring  them  to  Soho  Square  where  B. 
and  Cavendish  can  inspect  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  225 

1800  June  14  Long  report  on  the  examination  and  analysis  of  specimens 
of  sand  and  green  water  from  wells  in  [Woburn]  Bedfordshire;  report  on  a 
bone  found  in  a  lead-mine;  egg-shells  from  Scotland,  and  a  cup  from 
Bengal.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  242-246 


Hammer¬ 

smith 


Hammer¬ 

smith 
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Hatchett,  Charles,  continued 

4.  Hammer-  1800  Oct.  14  Has  discovered  a  method  of  restoring  musty  wheat  to  a 

smith  condition  fit  for  bakers,  and  has  carried  out  further  experiments  to  im¬ 

prove  the  expedition  and  economy  of  his  method ;  these  methods  should 
not  be  left  to  private  speculation  but  be  reported  to  Board  of  Trade  for 
proper  regulation.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  251-252 

D.T.C.  12.  124-127 

5.  Hammer-  1801  Jan.  5  Answers  B.’s  questions  on  the  residuum  after  the  distillation 

smith  of  oxygenated  muriatic  acid  and  the  process  used  by  manufacturers; 

concludes  that  “fossil  alkali ’’  or  soda  may  be  obtained  from  the  distillation, 
that  salt  cannot  be  manufactured  from  this  refuse,  and  that  manganese  so 
obtained  is  not  worth  producing.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  258-259 

D.T.C.  12.  150-153 

6.  Hammer-  1801  Jan.  8  [Robert]  Jameson  is  abroad,  but  he  has  received  a  letter  from 

smith  his  father  who  wishes  his  son’s  merits  to  be  known  to  B.  by  his  works; 

he  hopes  to  succeed  [the  Rev.  John]  Walker  in  the  chair  of  Natural 
History  in  Edinburgh;  Walker  is  nearly  blind  and  as  there  is  no  hope  of 
his  recovery,  several  candidates  have  appeared,  and  Jameson’s  parents  are 
anxious  that  his  qualifications  should  be  known.  [Walker  died  31  Dec.  1803 
and  Jameson  was  appointed  in  1804.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35068.  132 

D.T.C.  12.  154-155 

7.  Hammer-  1802  Oct.  24  Has  applied  to  Lord  Liverpool  for  permission  to  corn- 

smith  municate  the  results  of  his  experiments  for  the  Mint  to  R.S. ;  Lord  L.  is 

satisfied  with  Cavendish’s  report ;  as  the  members  of  the  Coin  Committee 
are  now  dispersed,  Lord  L.  will  give  immediate  permission  if  B.’s  opinion 
agrees  with  that  of  Cavendish;  if  B.  agrees  therefore,  he  begs  him  to  write 
at  once  to  Lord  L.  [Cavendish’s  letter  to  H.  is  enclosed:  he  considers  the 
experiments  as  important  to  science,  and  contain  nothing  which  should  be 
kept  secret.]  D.T.C.  13.  281-283 

HATCHETT,  Joseph 

1.  St.  Peters-  1790  Dec.  10/Nov.  29  Thanks  B.  for  his  introduction  to  Pallas  who  has 
burg  been  most  kind  and  helpful ;  as  requested,  has  made  enquiries  about  [the 

explorer  Joseph]  Billings;  he  had  many  enemies  and  a  messenger  was  sent 
to  detain  him,  but  he  had  already  sailed;  he  had  lost  one  ship  through  the 
incompetence  of  the  pilot,  but  has  built  another  and  has  probably  sailed 
for  the  N.W.  coast  of  America;  his  Portuguese  purser  is  on  his  way  to 
England  and  will  give  B.  further  news;  Pallas  is  surprised  to  have  had  no 
acknowledgement  of  the  specimens  of  iron  he  found  in  Siberia ;  Pallas  has 
sent  the  Flora  Rossica  to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  62-63 


HAUGHTON,  Samuel  Williams  (1738-1810).  Speaker,  Jamaica  House  of  Assembly 

1.  Jamaica  1789  Jan.  10  Forwards  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  passed 

20  Dec.  1788,  thanking  B.  for  his  efforts  for  the  benefit  of  W.  Indies, 
particularly  in  the  introduction  of  the  bread-fruit  tree,  etc.  [ See  Edwards, 
Bryan,  Nos.  1,  2.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  217+219 

D.T.C.  6.  1 19-120 

2.  [Soho  Square  1789  Feb.  10]*  Returns  thanks  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their 

polite  and  flattering  resolution.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  218 

Kezv:  B.C.  3.  9 
D.T.C.  6.  121 

26 — B.L.  4OI 


HAt)Y,  Abbe  Rene  Just,  F.R.S.  (1743-1802).  Mineralogist 

1.  Paris  1801  Oct.  5  Dr.  Friedlander  is  sending  B.  a  box  by  Calais  in  which  are 

enclosed  three  copies  of  Haiiy’s  recently-published  treatise  [Traite  de 
Mineralogie,  Paris,  1801];  asks  B.  to  accept  one,  and  give  the  others  to 
Greville  and  Bournon.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  69 

2.  [Soho  Square  1801  — ]  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  copies  of  his  book;  has  sent  to  Comte 

de  Bournon  and  to  Greville  the  copies  intended  for  them  and  has  retained 
the  third,  which  is  popular  among  the  readers  in  his  library.  [ N.R.R.S .  9. 
293.]  de  Beer  Coll.  28 

HAVERWITZ,  Zalkind 

1.  Paris  - [To  J.  J.  le  F.  de  Lalande  ( q.v .)  and  forwarded  by  him  to  B.  for 

R.S.]  Precis  of  a  system  for  simplifying  European  languages  by  a  system  of 
signs  (e.g.  a  vertical  line  indicates  Past  Tense,  etc.);  the  author  has  set  out 
his  method  in  detail  in  a  work  entitled  Polygraphie.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  77-78 

HAWEIS,  Rev.  Thomas  (1734-1820).  Rector  of  Aldwinkle 

1.  Soho  Square  1799  May  6  *  Has  received  the  volume  of  Capt  Duff’s  Voyages  and  is 

impressed  with  the  handsome  manner  of  its  production;  has  spoken  to 
Lord  Liverpool  who  seems  favourably  disposed  to  the  proposal  [to  send 
missionaries  to  Port  Jackson] ;  suggests  that  a  copy  of  the  book  be  sent  to 
him,  and  that  he  should  emphasize  the  advantages  of  missionaries  to  trade 
and  navigation,  as  they  can  act  as  interpreters  and  mediators  between  the 
visiting  ships  and  the  natives.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  185 

D.T.C.  11.  211-212 

2.  Spafields  1799  May  7  Has  sent  a  copy  of  Duff’s  Voyages  to  Lord  Liverpool  and 

has  written  to  him  on  the  lines  suggested;  is  pleased  that  B.  approves  the 
manner  in  which  the  Journal  has  been  published;  it  is  hoped  that  it  will 
yield  £2000,  three-quarters  of  which  is  already  received,  which  will  be  a 
help  to  the  [Missionary]  Society’s  funds;  about  80  persons  have  been 
settled  in  distant  islands;  has  a  boar  and  sow  from  Otaheite  which  he 
offers  to  B.  or  any  of  his  friends.  D.T.C.  11.  213-214 

3.  [London]  1802  Sept.  12  Lias  seen  Sullivan  [Under- Sec.  for  the  Colonies]  and 

found  that  B.  had  prepared  the  way  for  a  sympathetic  hearing  of  the 
proposal  to  send  missionaries  to  Port  Jackson;  has  made  an  application  in 
writing  for  Government  aid  in  transport  and  provisioning;  asks  for  a 
continuation  of  B.’s  support.  D.T.C.  13.  248-251 

HAWKESBURY,  1st  Baron — See  Jenkinson,  Charles. 

HAWKESBURY,  2nd  Baron— See  Jenkinson,  Robert  Banks. 

HAWKINS,  Sir  Christopher,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1756-1809) 

1.  Trewithen  1812  Mar  2  Describes  Trevithick’s  steam  threshing  machine. 

Tregaskis.  10.  127 

HAWKINS,  John  (fl.  1739-1795).  Surgeon 

1.  Dorchester  1794  Feb.  8  Origin  of  the  engraved  plate  of  quina-quina,  based  on  a 
specimen  of  Cinchona  sent  in  1740  from  Peru  by  C.  M.  de  la  Condamine 
to  C.  Mortimer,  a  relative  of  H.  [Seejourn.  Bot.,  1908,  426.] 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  165-166 
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HAWKINS,  John,  F.R.S.  (1758-1841).  Botanist  and  Traveller 
1.  Chandos  [179 x  June  8]  Apologizes  for  detaining  so  long  B.’s  specimens  and 
Street  papers ;  disagrees  with  the  conclusions  of  Davies  as  to  the  volcanic  origin 

of  the  strata;  will  return  in  person  the  specimens,  etc.  and  suggests  that 
B.  should  entrust  them  to  someone  more  competent  than  himself. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  99-100 


2.  Constan-  1797  Jan.  1  At  the  desire  of  the  late  John  Sibthorp  he  has  collected  seeds 

tinople  of  Greek  plants  which  he  now  sends.  [With  note  by  B.  recording  their 

distribution  to  Kew,  Oxford  and  Cambridge.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  89-90 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  99-102 


HAWLEY,  Sir  Henry,  Bart.  (1745-1826) 


1.  Hardy 
Street 

2.  Leybourne 
Grange 


1794  May  18  Returns  B.’s  queries  as  to  the  Hawley  family.  [The  writer’s 

father,  Dr.  James  H.,  married  in  1774,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Banks,  B.’s  grandfather.]  Hill  Coll.  2.  43 

1795  Jan-  26  Observations  on  the  cold  weather  recorded  by  two  thermo¬ 
meters  at  zero ;  has  remained  in  the  country  instead  of  returning  to  Harley 
Street  on  account  of  his  daughter’s  illness.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  2 


HAYGARTH,  John,  F.R.S.  (1740-1827).  Physician 

1.  Bath  1804  Aug.  29  Informs  B.  that  Dr.  Wickham,  one  of  the  Ratcliffe 

Travelling  Fellows,  has  been  detained  as  a  prisoner  at  Geneva  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war;  he  has  heard  that  [James]  Forbes,  F.R.S., 
obtained  his  liberation  because  he  was  a  man  of  science,  and  he  now  begs 
B.’s  intercession  for  Wickham  on  the  same  grounds.  D.T.C.  15.  79-80 

2.  Soho  Square  1804  Aug.  30  *  Would  be  happy  if  he  could  be  of  service  to  Dr.  Wick¬ 

ham,  but  at  present  he  cannot  undertake  it;  Forbes  was  released,  not 
because  he  was  a  man  of  science,  but  as  F.R.S.,  his  case  having  been 
before  the  Institut;  he  never  makes  applications  unless  there  is  good 
prospect  of  success,  and  he  doubts  if  his  influence  would  carry  weight  in 
the  case  of  a  medical  man;  has  recently  renewed  his  application  to  the 
Institut  in  favour  of  Capt.  Flinders,  and  cannot  hazard  the  risk  of  making 
another  request  immediately;  if  any  favourable  opportunity  should  arise, 
he  will  not  neglect  it.  D.T.C.  15.  90-91 

HAYNES,  Thomas,  (fl.  1799-1812).  Seedsman  and  Horticulturalist 

1.  Oundle  I799  Sept.  7  Criticizes  the  current  methods  of  farmers  in  the  cultivation 

of  Turnips  and  describes  a  method  of  his  own  of  thinning  crops  by  hand; 
he  supplies  all  kinds  of  Grass-seeds.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  196-197 


HAYTI,  King  of — See  Christophe,  Henri. 

HAYWARD,  Charles  (1781-1837).  Secretary,  Lincolnshire  Agricultural  Society 

1.  Lincoln  1819  Aug.  10  Informs  B.  of  his  election  as  Vice-President  of  the  Society 

newly  formed  under  the  presidency  of  Earl  Brownlow,  Lord  Lieut.,  and 
asks  for  his  support.  Hill  Coll.  3.  13 

2.  Lincoln  1819  Oct.  20  Sends  a  copy  of  the  rules  of  the  Agricultural  Society; 

Vice-Presidents  are  asked  for  a  donation  of  5  gns.  and  an  annual  subscription 
of  3  gns.  Hill  Coll.  3.  14 
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HEALD,  Richard 

x.  Revesby 
Abbey 

2.  Revesby 
Abbey 

3.  Horncastle 


4.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1806  Sept.  21  *  Heald  having  directed  B.’s  tenant  at  the  White  Hart 
Inn,  Horncastle,  to  wall  up  a  window,  asks  what  authority  he  had  for 
giving  such  directions.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  37 

1806  Oct.  10  *  Can  find  no  trace  of  the  deeds  of  a  joint  property  in  the 
gable-end  of  the  White  Hart  Inn;  if  Heald  has  any  such  evidence,  requests 
him  to  produce  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  38 

1806  Oct.  15  Regrets  he  cannot  find  the  agreement  between  his  father 
and  B.’s  father  as  to  the  gable-end  of  the  house.  [With  notes  by  B.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  39-40 
1806  Nov.  1  *  Concludes  that  the  party  wall  between  his  property  and 
Heald’s  office  may  be  a  joint  concern,  but  the  wall  between  his  house  and 
Heald’s  yard  is  wholly  his  (B.’s)  property;  desires  to  have  the  matter 
regularized  and  set  at  rest.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  41 


HE  ALES,  Thomas 

1.  Soho  Square  1814  June  1  *  Returns  thanks  for  book  presented  [not  named]  which  is 
a  valuable  addition  to  his  library.  Dawson  MS.  46.  98. 

HEARD,  Sir  Isaac  (1730-1822).  Garter  King  of  Arms 

1.  College  of  1803  Feb.  4  By  the  statutes  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  every  Knight  is 

Arms  required  to  be  attended  by  three  Esquires  whose  qualifications  as  Gentle¬ 

men  of  Blood  and  Coat  Armour  are  to  be  proved;  as  an  Installation  is 
impending,  he  requests  B.  to  nominate  his  Esquires  and  transmit  their 
names  to  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327 .  20 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  Feb.  6*  He  nominates  as  his  Esquires  George  Craufurd  ( q.v .), 

John  Craufurd  and  John  Croft.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327!  21 

HEATH,  John  (fl.  1778-1810).  Surgeon,  R.N. 

1.  —  [1810]  —  [Extract  from  a  letter  to  Capt.  Edgcumbe  from  Heath, 

Surgeon  of  H.M.S.  Psyche ,  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  in  answer  to  B.’s  enquiries.] 
The  scarcity  of  vegetation  on  the  coast  of  Persia  afforded  small  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  observing  whether  dew  adhered  to  the  leaves ;  the  dew  fell  like 
light  rain;  when  dissipated  by  the  sun  no  salt  crust  remained,  although 
the  taste  was  like  sea- water;  the  fall  of  dew  was  equally  abundant  several 
miles  from  the  coast  as  on  the  land  itself ;  mention  is  made  of  heavy  dew 
in  the  Red  Sea,  by  Dr.  M.  Gregor,  Surgeon  of  the  88th  Regt.  on  its  way 
from  India  to  Egypt.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  260 

Sir  Gilbert,  Bart.  (1796-1851).  M.P.  for  Rutland 

1796  Sept.  10  *  Regrets  Sir  G.’s  absence  from  Lincoln  Races,  at  which 
the  company  was  larger  than  usual ;  regrets  his  own  inability  to  call  upon 
Lady  Heathcote,  which  was  due  to  his  having  had  to  leave  Lincoln  at  a 
very  early  hour.  Lines.  A.O.:  3  Ancaster,  9.  52 


HEATHCOTE, 
1.  Revesby 
Abbey 


HEDWIG,  Johann,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1730-1799).  Botanist 

1.  Leipzig  1784001.14  Mentions  mutual  friends,  including  Fabricius,  and  asks  for 

help  in  his  work  on  the  classification  of  Lichens.  [German.\ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  1 09-1 10 

4°4 
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Hedwig,  Johann,  continued 

2.  Leipzig  1787  July  12  Is  able  at  last  to  send  B.  the  3rd  and  4th  fasciculi  of  his 

work  on  Cryptogamic  Plants,  completing  the  first  volume ;  having  heard 
from  Rev.  John  Lightfoot  that  B.  has  the  German  version  of  fasc.  2,  he 
has  added  a  copy  of  the  Latin  edition.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  59 

3.  Leipzig  1788  May  6  Has  learned  in  a  letter  from  Dickson  of  B.’s  kindness  to 

him,  and  now  sends  two  fasciculi  of  Vol.  2  of  his  work  on  Cryptogamic 
Plants.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  58 

4.  Soho  Square  1788  June  —  *  Announces  the  sudden  death  of  Lightfoot ;  his  Herbarium 

has  been  bought  by  the  Queen,  who  studies  Botany;  informs  him  of  his 
election  to  R.S.  [3rd  Apl.  1788]  and  that  his  diploma  will  be  sent,  also  a 
collection  of  Mosses  from  Dixon  [Dickson] ;  asks  how  to  remit  the  money 
for  the  books  sent.  Kcw:  B.C.  1.  306 

1788  Sept.  5  Is  gratified  by  his  election  to  R.S.  and  has  received  the 
diploma;  sends  drawings  and  description  of  an  unusual  aquatic  plant; 
mentions  Sibthorp,  and  Lightfoot  “my  immortal  friend”;  arranges  a 
method  of  payment  for  books  sent  to  B. ;  thanks  him  for  mosses  received. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  57 

1791  Mar.  5  Observations  on  Hedysarum  gyrans\  would  be  glad  to 
receive  specimens  of  Dionaea ;  is  concerned  to  hear  of  the  disposal  of  the 
plates  for  the  Hist.  Muscorum  of  Dillenius ;  the  third  volume  of  his  work 
on  Cryptogamic  Plants  will  contain  descriptions  of  several  new  species 
brought  from  Jamaica  by  Olof  Swartz.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  405 

1792  Feb.  21  Botanical  discussion  on  various  species  of  Cryptogams. 

[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  58 

1792  Aug.  29  Hopes  that  the  third  volume  of  his  major  work  [Micro- 

scopisch-analytische  Beschreibungen  .  .  .  der  cryptogamischen  Classe,  etc., 
1787-97]  will  reach  B.  safely.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  57 

1793  Aug.  17  Regrets  that  owing  to  bad  weather  the  case  of  books 

containing  the  second  volume  of  his  work  on  Cryptogams  has  been  delayed 
at  Hamburg.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  354 

1 793  Oct.  25  Hopes  that  B.  has  now  received  the  third  volume  of  his 
work  on  Cryptogams ;  discusses  various  matters  connected  with  the  work. 
[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  355-356 

1796  Nov.  15  Recommends  Dr.  Loekr  to  B.;  the  last  fasciculus  of  his 
work  on  Cryptogams  has  just  been  printed ;  will  soon  send  a  copy  of  it  to 
B.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  357 

HEDWIG,  Romanus  Adolph  (1772-1806).  Botanist 
1.  Leipzig  1800  Sept.  [12]  Promises  to  send  B.  some  botanical  books  and  speci¬ 
mens.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  169-170 

HEEREN,  Arnold  Hermann  Ludwig  (1760-1842).  Historian 
1.  Gottingen  1793  June  25  Sends  B.  his  essays  on  the  politics  and  trade  of  the  ancients ; 

his  first  volume  deals  with  the  peoples  of  Africa;  gives  a  summary  of  its 
contents.  [French.  Note  by  B.,  “Send  him  the  African  [Association’s] 
publications”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  358-359 


5.  Leipzig 

6.  Leipzig 

7.  Leipzig 

8.  Leipzig 

9.  Leipzig 

10.  Leipzig 

11.  Leipzig 


4°5 


HE  IDE,  Claus 

i.  Wellclose  1772  June  25  Discusses  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  licence,  etc.,  before 
Square  setting  out  for  Iceland;  suggests  that  Andreas  Holt,  a  Director  of  the 

Iceland  Company,  may  be  able  to  help.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  29-30 


HEIM,  Ernst  Ludwig  (1747-1834).  Botanist 


Paris 


2.  Berlin 


3.  Spandau 


1775  Jan-  24  Sends  B.  a  specimen  of  the  Moss,  Sphagnum  alpinum,  as 

promised ;  mentions  the  botanists  then  in  Paris ;  Jussieu,  Senior  and  Junior, 
Gouan,  Professor  at  Montpellier,  Adanson,  and  the  King’s  gardeners, 
Richard  and  Thouin ;  mentions  the  new  plants  from  Abyssinia  presented 
to  Thouin  by  [James]  Bruce.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  83-84 

1776  Mar.  8  Sends  some  Mosses  collected  during  a  journey  from  France 
to  Germany;  mentions  a  visit  of  the  botanist  Kohlreuth  [J.  G.  Koelreuter] 
and  the  experiments  he  is  conducting;  his  collection  now  contains  8000 
plants;  is  sorry  that  the  German  stove  does  not  fit  B.’s  room. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  214-215 

1780  June  7  Sends  list  of  questions  on  ship-building  and  the  materials 
to  use;  death  of  Muzelius.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  216 


HEMMING,  Samuel,  F.R.S.  (d.  1785) 

1.  Twickenham  1778  Nov.  24  Informs  B.  that  he  may  rely  on  his  vote  at  the  forthcoming 
election  for  the  presidency  [of  R.S.].  Sabin  Coll.  <i> 

HENEAGE,  George  Robert  (1768-1833).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Hainton  I794  Oct.  22  Sends  an  exceptionally  large  Pike  taken  in  one  of  his  fish¬ 
ponds.  [Note  by  B.  on  verso  that  the  fish  weighed  31  lb.  and  was  3  ft.  10  in. 
long,  with  other  particulars  learned  from  the  gamekeeper  who  brought  it.] 

Hill  Coll.  2.  98 

HENLEY,  Lord — See  Eden,  Morton. 

HENLEY,  William 

1.  [Charleston  1774  — ]  [Received  by  B.  2nd  Nov.]  Sends  a  printed  account  of  a 

thunderstorm  of  exceptional  violence  and  its  effects. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  82 


HENRY,  Alexander  (1739-1824).  Traveller 

1.  Montreal  1781  Oct.  18  Long  descriptive  narrative,  headed,  “A  Proper  Rout,  by 
Land,  to  cross  the  Great  Contenant  of  America  from  Quebec  to  the 
Westermost  extremity,  by  Alexr  Henry,  founded  on  his  Observations  and 
Experience,  during  the  Space  of  sixteen  Years,  Traveling  with  the 
Natives,  in  least  known,  and  before  Unknown  Parts  of  that  Extensive 
Country.”  D.T.C.  2.  39-51 

HENRY,  Thomas  (1734-1816).  Apothecary 

1.  Manchester  1785  Dec.  21  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  unanimously  elected  an 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society. 
[Signed  also  by  Thomas  Barns.]  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  218 

D.T.C.  4.  200 
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HENRY,  William,  F.R.S.  (1774-1836).  Chemist 

1.  Manchester  1801  Apl.  6  Sends  memorial  on  his  experiments  in  the  production  of 

Alkali  by  distillation  of  bleachers’  waste  which  have  been  carried  on  for 
two  years  and  fully  proved  their  success;  he  had  erected  a  building  for 
operating  this  process  but  now  finds  there  is  a  statutory  prohibition ;  asks 
B.  to  lay  the  case  before  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  283 
D.T.C.  12.  197-198 

2.  Soho  Square  1801  Apl.  25  *  The  memorial  has  been  laid  before  the  Committee  for 

Trade  who  have  asked  B.  to  examine  and  report  upon  it. 

D.T.C.  12.  203-205 

3.  Manchester  1801  May  2  Thanks  B.  for  bringing  his  memorial  to  the  notice  of  the 

Committee  and  for  his  report  upon  it;  his  negotiations  with  the  Excise 
Officer  who  thinks  that  allowing  the  material  to  be  duty-free  would  be  in 
conflict  with  the  Statute ;  long  commentary  thereon  and  explanation  of  the 
benefits  to  trade  and  revenue  from  his  process. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  287-289 
D.T.C.  12.  206-214 


4.  Soho  Square  [1801]  May  6  *  Considers  the  exciseman  would  have  acted  wisely  to 

have  asked  his  Board  for  instructions  instead  of  commenting  on  a  letter 
written  by  one  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  of  the  Privy  Council;  the 
Government  evidently  intend  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  Alkali  for 
all  purposes;  doubts  the  probability  of  Govt,  purchasing  his  discovery; 
advises  him  to  apply  for  a  licence  which  will  compel  the  exciseman  to 
write  for  instructions ;  if  a  licence  is  refused,  he  will  move  the  Committee 
to  give  orders  to  grant  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  351 

D.T.C.  12.  215-216 

5.  Manchester  1801  June  16  On  B.’s  advice  he  applied  for  a  licence  and  asked  the 

Excise  Officer  to  register  his  premises  for  the  manufacture  of  Alkali  from 
bleachers’  waste;  the  officer  refused  and  wrote  to  the  Excise  Board  for 
instructions;  no  reply  has  been  received,  meanwhile  he  is  forbidden  to 
carry  out  his  process ;  as  modification  of  the  Salt  Act  is  in  contemplation, 
asks  B.  to  use  his  influence  with  those  in  charge  of  the  measure. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  295-296 
D.T.C.  12.  236-237 

6.  Manchester  1810  Mar.  20  Describes  the  results  of  his  experiments  on  different 

samples  of  Salt;  in  his  communication  to  R.S.  he  has  not  dealt  with 
“Patent  Salt”  as  he  desired  to  keep  clear  of  anything  that  might  affect 
trade  interests  and  because  there  was  nothing  distinctive  in  its  analysis; 
Loudin’s  project  seems  to  be  feasible;  he  has  seen  specimens  with  the 
desired  degree  of  hardness,  compactness  and  transparency,  but  of  which 
the  pieces  are  difficult  to  break  down  into  fragments  that  are  readily 
soluble.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  39167.  153-154 


HEPWORTH,  Brodie  (fl.  1785-1790).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Parliament  1790  July  5  Regrets  that  in  spite  of  every  care,  the  plants  in  his  charge 
Street  have  suffered  on  the  long  voyage ;  has  brought  also  some  Cinnamon  trees 

for  B.  and  seeds  from  China;  for  Sir  Abraham  Hume  there  are  some  plants 
in  the  same  box;  if  B.  desires  to  see  them,  the  ship  will  arrive  at  Deptford 
to-morrow.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  46 


HERMANN,  Jean  (1738-1800).  Anatomist  and  Naturalist 

1.  Strasbourg  1782  Dec.  24  Sends  laudatory  appreciation  of  B.  and  his  activities  for 

the  benefit  of  science ;  introduces  himself  and  his  works ;  hopes  that  copies 
of  B.’s  writings  will  be  available  in  Strasbourg.  \Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  184-185 

2.  Strasbourg  1783  Sept.  29  Sends  B.  the  continuation  of  the  plates  of  one  of  his  books; 

recommends  to  him  a  young  student  of  mathematics  and  astronomy. 
[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  186-187 


3.  Strasbourg  1786  June  6  Thanks  B.  for  the  three  books  he  has  sent  him;  he  had  tried 
in  vain  to  procure  Reliquiae  Houstounianae ;  has  much  appreciated  the 
Testacea  Minuta  of  Boys  and  Walker;  notes  on  Mollusca;  is  specially 
grateful  for  the  magnificent  book  by  Astle ;  regrets  he  has  nothing  worthy 
to  send  in  return,  the  botanical  paper,  with  extra  copies  for  Hope  and 
Black  of  Edinburgh,  was  only  a  token  of  good-will.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  457-458 


4.  Strasbourg  1788  May  3  Presents  B.  an  illustrated  brochure  on  Corals  by  his  son; 

refers  to  Mr.  Gloxin  (?)  and  thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  him.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  79-80 


5.  Strasbourg 

6.  Strasbourg 

7.  Strasbourg 


1789  Oct.  20  Introduces  Prof.  Schurer  who  wishes  to  meet  Priestley  and 
other  English  chemists.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  141 

1791  Feb.  22  Is  sending  B.  some  sheets  of  manuscript  by  the  hands  of 
M.  Sandersberg.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  406 

1791  Sept.  1  Refers  to  educational  changes  in  France  and  the  great 
amount  of  extra  work  caused  by  them ;  sends  his  own  programme  and  that 
of  his  successor  as  Rector;  asks  B.  to  correct  any  mistakes;  wishes  to 
exchange  in  London  Ehret’s  Cent  Planches  for  other  works  on  Natural 
History ;  has  seen  at  Lausanne  a  fine  collection  of  paintings  of  plants  and 
animals  made  by  an  Indian  artist  for  Col.  Polier.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  139+ 143 


HERMANN,  Jean  Frederic  (1743-1820).  Jurist 

1.  Strasbourg  1801  Nov.  16  [Dated  25  Brumaire,  an  10.]  Announces  the  death  of  his 

brother  Jean  Hermann;  offers  to  sell  B.  a  very  curious  set  of  paintings  on 
silk  and  mounted  on  glass,  for  the  benefit  of  his  brother’s  family,  for  10,000 
fcs. ;  it  is  proposed  to  publish  the  manuscripts  left  by  his  brother. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  1 71-172 

2.  Soho  Square  1802  Feb.  —  #  He  has  laid  before  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum 

his  letter  offering  for  purchase  a  series  of  models  illustrating  Comparative 
Anatomy;  in  their  view,  the  museum  should  contain  actual  specimens,  not 
models;  he  is  glad  to  hear  that  his  brother’s  works  are  to  be  published 
posthumously,  as  he  has  always  placed  a  high  value  upon  his  writings. 

de  Beer  Coll.  2 


HERMfi,  A.  N.  Mathematician 

1.  Wormhout,  1792  Mar.  3  Is  sending  via  Dunkirk  a  Coete  sent  for  B.  by  one  of  his 
Flanders  former  mathematical  pupils  now  resident  in  Corsica.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  59 
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Her  me,  A.  N.,  continued 

2.  [Soho  Square  1792  — ]  *  'Requests  him  to  have  enquiries  made  as  the  box  has  not 

arrived;  he  hopes  to  refund  the  expenses  of  carriage;  also  asks  the  name 
and  address  of  the  original  sender  so  that  he  may  write  to  thank  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  59  vo. 

HERMELIN,  Samuel  Gustaf,  Baron  (1744-1820).  Mineralogist  and  Cartographer 
1.  Stockholm  1803  May  9  Is  about  to  send  B.  some  maps  of  Sweden  which  he  has 
just  had  published ;  Charles  de  Hallstrom,  who  has  constructed  and  drawn 
most  of  the  maps,  will  bring  them  to  B. ;  as  their  best  engraver  is  ill,  they 
intend  to  have  some  engraved  in  London ;  is  also  sending  some  engravings 
of  landscapes  and  costumes  in  Lapland.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  346-347 


HERMINIER,  Felix  Louis  (1779-1833).  Apothecary  and  Naturalist 

1.  Guadeloupe  1812  Apl.  1  Is  sending  specimens  of  plants  for  the  Botanic  Gardens, 
Kew.  Halliday,  209.  133 

HERON,  Sir  Robert,  Bart.  (1765-1854).  Politician 

1.  [Soho  1806  Dec.  17  *  Severe  strictures  on  his  views  as  to  the  method  of 

Square]  nominating  parliamentary  candidates  for  the  county  [of  Lincoln]  by  the 

freeholders;  “the  disclosures  you  have  made  of  your  principles  .  .  .  must 
bar  all  possibility  of  your  future  success”.  Hill  Coll.  1.  48 

HERRIOTT,  Charles  (fl.  1768-1789).  Bookseller 

1.  London  1787  Mar.  19  As  a  bookseller  in  Edinburgh  he  has  published  a  number  of 

important  books  on  the  history  and  antiquities  of  Scotland;  financially 
these  works  were  failures  and  his  goods  have  been  distrained  for  rent ;  he 
and  his  family  are  in  great  distress  and  he  appeals  to  B.  for  help. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  109-110 

HERSCHEL,  Sir  William,  F.R.S.  (1738-1822).  Astronomer 

1.  Bath  1781  Nov.  19  Is  flattered  by  B.’s  intention  of  speaking  in  commendation 

of  his  discovery  of  the  new  star  when  making  the  presentation  of  the 
[Copley]  Medai,  which  will  enhance  its  value;  encloses  a  memorandum 
on  the  history  of  his  discovery  for  B.’s  information.  D.T.C.  2.  64-69 

2.  —  1781  Dec.  26  His  Catalogue  of  Stars  is  finished  and  ready  for  publica¬ 

tion  ;  as  the  constant  sameness  of  measures  of  distances  and  positions  may 
be  tedious  to  read,  he  has  inserted  a  note  of  those  stars  of  every  class 
which  can  be  read  and  the  rest  passed  over ;  in  a  postscript  to  the  Catalogue 
gives  his  reasons  for  preferring  Distance  and  Position  to  Right  Ascension 
and  Declination  in  the  case  of  the  Double  Stars;  will  send  two  maps  for 
Aubert  with  the  Double  Stars  marked  in  red  ink.  D.T.C.  2.  82-83 

3-  —  1782  Feb.  24  Has  received  a  letter  from  his  nephew,  a  musician  in  the 

King’s  service,  stating  that  H.M.  told  him  that  H.  was  to  come  to  him  in 
the  spring  and  bring  his  instrument  with  him ;  he  now  finds  that  it  was  B. 
who  first  brought  him  to  the  notice  of  H.M.,  for  which  he  is  very  grateful ; 
if  his  Catalogue  of  Double  Stars  should  be  published,  he  wishes  to  add 
the  Distance  and  Position  of  those  stars  which  had  not  been  completed 
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Herschel,  Sir  William,  continued 

when  the  Catalogue  was  sent  in;  it  is  his  ambition  that  the  name  of  the 


4.  Queen’s 
Lodge, 
Windsor 

new  star  should  be  connected  with  the  King  and  leaves  it  to  B.  to  determine. 

D.T.C.  2.  94-95 

1782  Aug.  26  He  owes  to  B.  the  gracious  reception  given  to  him  by  the 

King  who  has  so  provided  for  him  that  he  can  devote  all  his  time  to 
Astronomy  and  Optics;  returns  thanks  and  hopes  he  will  always  be 
worthy  of  B.’s  patronage.  D.T.C.  2.  172 

5.  Datchet 

1783  Apl.  30  Has  begun  observations  on  the  planet  revolving  round 

Algol  which  Maskelyne  brought  to  his  notice;  invites  B.  to  visit  him  in  the 
evening;  the  Georgium  Sidus  [Uranus]  is  best  seen  immediately  after  it 
is  dark.  D.T.C.  3.  36 

6.  Datchet 

1784  Jan.  1  Thanks  B.  for  his  present  of  shoes,  their  size  is  their  greatest 

recommendation,  for  he  has  had  to  wear  seven  pairs  of  stockings  during 
the  intense  cold;  gives  the  thermometer  readings,  which  fell  to  70  F. ;  he 
feared  his  great  speculum  might  crack,  but  continued  his  observations  and 
all  was  well.  D.T.C.  4.  1. 

7.  Clay  Hall, 
nr.  Windsor 

[1785  Nov.  — ]  Has  been  considering  plans  for  perfecting  the  telescope, 

which  is  still  in  its  infancy;  a  telescope  could  be  constructed  with  two  or 
three  times  the  power  of  extending  into  space  as  his  present  20-ft.  reflector; 
describes  his  previous  attempts,  when  he  made  a  mould  for  casting  the 
speculum  for  a  focal  length  of  30  ft. ;  through  the  kind  offices  of  B.  in  intro¬ 
ducing  him  to  the  King,  his  circumstances  are  improved  and  he  can  de¬ 
vote  time  to  the  development  of  the  telescope ;  gives  a  detailed  scheme  for 
a  new  large  instrument,  which  he  estimates  would  cost  £1200-1500,  and 
asks  B.,  if  he  approves,  to  submit  it  to  H.M.  Windsor:  R.A.  6063-6064 

D.T.C.  4.  163-168 

8.  [Clay  Hall, 
nr.  Windsor 

1785  Nov.  22]  He  has  received  a  message  from  the  King  that  H.M.  will 

supply  from  time  to  time  the  sums  required  for  the  new  telescope ;  intends 
to  attend  the  election  [at  R.S.]  on  the  30th.  D.T.C.  4.  169 

9.  [Clay  Hall, 
nr.  Windsor] 

1786  Aug.  17  Has  returned  from  the  Continent  and  thanks  B.  for  having 

been  to  see  his  sister’s  comet;  when  his  paper  on  Nebulae  is  printed, 
requests  that  he  may  have  the  proofs  for  correction.  D.T.C.  5.  42 

10.  Slough 

1787  Feb.  9  He  has  convinced  himself  of  the  existence  of  one  satellite 

of  the  Georgian  Planet  and  has  drawn  up  a  paper  thereon  [for  R.S.];  still 
has  doubts  of  the  second  satellite,  which  cannot  be  solved  until  it  is 
observed  with  the  40-ft.  telescope.  D.T.C.  5.  128 

11.  Slough 

1787  May  20  Informs  B.  of  his  discovery  of  a  crater  on  the  Moon. 

R.S.:  L.  &  P.,  Dec.  9.  53 

12.  Slough 

1787  July  17  [To  Mr.  Gieswell.]  Encloses  receipts  for  the  last  half-year’s 

expenses  of  the  great  telescope;  in  the  letter  which  B.  laid  before  H.M.  he 
estimated  the  total  cost  as  £1200  to  £1500;  he  now  finds  some  of  the  parts 
cost  more  in  material  and  labour  than  was  expected,  but  will  contrive 
to  keep  the  annual  expense  within  £200 ;  requests  him  to  ask  H.M.  if  he 
should  send  the  details  to  B.  to  be  laid  before  H.M.,  or  whether  it  is  his 
pleasure  that  he  should  continue  the  work  and  apply  from  time  to  time 
for  the  sums  required.  [Copy  in  B.’s  handwriting  endorsed  “Dr.  Herschel 
to  Mr.  Gieswell,  put  into  my  hands  by  the  King  Augt.  21.  1787.”] 

D.T.C.  5.  198-199 
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13.  Slough 

1787  July  23  As  work  on  his  telescope  advances  he  finds  that  the  cost 

will  exceed  his  original  estimate ;  has  therefore  inquired  through  one  of  the 
King’s  Pages  whether  H.M.  desires  him  to  lay  the  case  before  B.  or  whether 
to  apply  from  time  to  time  for  such  sums  as  are  necessary;  he  finds  the 
work  still  to  be  done  will  cost  j£8oo  or  £900  and  the  annual  expense  not 
less  than  £ 200 ;  wishes  for  an  appointment  with  B.  to  discuss  this  matter. 

D.T.C.  5.  200-201 

14.  Slough 

1787  Aug.  23  By  the  King’s  liberality,  he  has  been  able  to  bring  the 

40-ft.  telescope  to  its  present  advanced  state  of  construction;  encloses 
schedules  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  materials  and  labour  needed  to 
complete  it  and  the  details  of  the  annual  cost  of  maintenance ;  for  observa¬ 
tions,  four  persons  will  be  required,  the  Astronomer,  his  assistant,  and  two 
workmen ;  his  sister  has  hitherto  been  his  assistant ;  asks  that  an  allowance 
of  £50  p.a.  may  be  granted  to  her  for  life;  encloses  statements  with  details 
of  the  expenses  still  required  for  the  completion  of  the  instrument,  and  of 
the  annual  cost  of  maintenance.  [The  statements  are  copies  in  B.’s  hand¬ 
writing,  endorsed,  “This  paper  was  given  to  me  by  Dr.  Herschel  Augst. 
18th.  1787  with  the  annexed  schedules.”  This  date  is  incorrect,  for  it  is 
stated  that  the  King’s  consent  was  given  at  Kew,  Aug.  24th  1787.] 

Windsor:  R.A.  6259 
D.T.C.  5.  232-238 

15.  Slough 

[1789]  Aug.  26  He  is  now  polishing  the  40-ft.  speculum  with  a  machine, 

and  as  he  hears  B.  is  still  at  Smallbury  Green  [Spring  Grove],  invites  him 
to  come  over  to  see  the  operation.  D.T.C.  6.  215 

16.  Slough 

1789  Aug.  30  Has  made  trial  of  the  new  telescope  and  although  the 

polishing  of  the  speculum  has  not  yet  brought  it  to  half  its  intended  lustre, 
it  is  already  so  far  in  advance  of  the  20-ft.  speculum,  that  he  has  found  a 
sixth  satellite  on  Aug.  28;  he  had  suspected  it  from  observations  made 
with  the  20-ft.  in  July;  asks  B.  whether  a  note  should  be  added  to  his 
paper  on  Nebulae,  or  if  he  would  prefer  the  announcement  first  to  be  made 
at  the  next  meeting  of  R.S.  D.T.C.  6.  218-219 

17.  Slough 

1789  Sept.  4  On  referring  to  his  notes,  he  finds  that  the  sixth  satellite 

was  actually  discovered  by  him  on  19th  Aug.  1787,  but  he  deferred  further 
observations  until  the  40-ft.  telescope  should  be  finished;  he  therefore 
might  have  made  the  announcement  two  years  ago  had  his  attention  not 
been  so  completely  occupied  with  the  completion  of  the  new  telescope; 
suggests  an  amendment  to  the  postscript  of  his  paper  accordingly. 

D.T.C.  6.  223-224 

18.  Slough 

1789  Oct.  21  He  has  discovered  a  seventh  satellite,  and  is  writing  a  short 

paper  on  it  which  he  will  send  to  B.  when  he  returns  to  town. 

D.T.C.  6.  263 

19.  [Slough] 

1789  Nov.  30  His  friend  “Mr.  de  Komar  &c.,  whose  hard  name  &  titles 

I  enclose”,  desires  to  become  F.R.S. ;  he  mentions  this  in  advance  to  B. 
before  any  formal  application  is  made  to  avoid  disappointment,  in  case 
there  should  be  any  reason  against  his  admission ;  he  will  remain  in  England 
long  enough  to  complete  the  formalities  if  he  is  elected ;  he  is  personally 
known  to  and  recommended  by  H.  [Lieut. -Gen.  John  Komarzewski  was 
elected  10th  May,  1792.]  D.T.C.  6.  275-276 

Hers  chel,  Sir  William,  continued 

20.  Soho  Square  1789  Dec.  2  *  He  cannot  foretell  the  chances  of  the  election  of  Komar 

[zewski]  until  he  has  discussed  the  matter  with  the  Council ;  he  has  heard 
that  he  is  not  a  man  of  science,  and  if  so,  wonders  why  he  wishes  to  attend 
the  meetings ;  if  he  possesses  scientific  knowledge  in  any  eminent  degree 
his  election  will  be  easy  when  he  has  made  himself  known  to  the  Fellows 
who  cultivate  the  same  branch  of  science,  but  if  his  knowledge  is  merely 
general  it  would  require  consideration;  in  the  case  of  foreign  candidates 
it  is  usual  to  consult  the  English  ministers  of  their  respective  countries; 
“to  choose  a  foreigner  without  science  is  to  betray  to  foreigners  that  we  are 
not  all  the  men  of  science  we  wish  them  to  think  we  are  ”.  D.  T.C.  6. 277-278 


21.  Slough 


22.  Slough 


23.  Slough 


24.  [Slough] 


25.  Slough 


26.  — 

27.  — 

28.  — 

29.  — 


1800  Mar.  20  The  subject  of  Light  has  been  one  of  his  favourite  studies 
and  his  recent  solar  observations  have  connected  Caloric  with  it ;  when  he 
has  completed  his  observations,  for  which  clear  weather  is  necessary,  he 
hopes  to  prove  that  Light  can  be  separated  from  Caloric;  has  received 
Lalande’s  Almanac;  Dr.  Parry  will  be  highly  gratified  if  B.  will  receive 
his  communications.  D.T.C.  12.  49-50 

1800  Mar.  25  Will  readily  change  the  word  Caloric  for  Radiant  Heat  as 
suggested  by  B.;  will  soon  complete  his  experiments  which  throw  new 
light  upon  the  subject;  has  made  experiments  in  causing  culinary  heat 
to  pass  through  glass  and  is  analysing  Radiant  Heat,  both  solar  and 
culinary.  D.T.C.  12.  55 

1802  Jan.  30  Thanks  B.  for  his  communication  about  Piazzi’s  Planet;  as 
he  is  engaged  in  an  important  piece  of  research,  he  has  not  been  able  to 
seek  for  it  since  Dec.  7,  but  on  the  first  opportunity  will  renew  his  search 
for  it.  D.T.C.  13.  14-15 

1802  Feb.  17  Has  sent  B.  a  paper  from  which  he  will  see  that  he  has  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  new  Planet;  he  thinks  his  determination  of  its 
magnitude  is  more  accurate  than  that  of  Harding,  both  on  account  of  the 
object  with  which  he  compared  it,  'and  the  magnifying  power  of  his 
telescope,  which  is  more  than  double  that  of  Harding’s.  D.T.C.  13.  27 
1802  June  10  Thanks  B.  for  the  list  entitled  “Names  for  the  new  Planet”, 
but  none  of  them  can  be  used  for  the  new  kind  of  bodies  to  be  named,  for 
they  are  not  Planets ;  if  [the  Rev.  Stephen]  Weston  ( q.v .)  were  to  define  the 
bodies  for  which  a  name  is  required  he  might  find  a  better  one  than 
Asteroids,  which  is  not  exactly  suitable,  though  better  than  others  that 
have  been  offered;  asks  B.  to  see  Weston  and  tell  him  that  the  bodies  to  be 
named  are  neither  Fixed  Stars,  Planets  nor  Comets,  but  have  a  great 
resemblance  to  all  three.  D.T.C.  13.  163-164 

1806  Apl.  20  Observations  on  Saturn.  Tregaskis,  10.  69 

1806  Aug.  7  Experiments  with  a  7-ft.  telescope.  Tregaskis,  10.  108 
1806  Aug.  — Examination  of  a  piece  of  meteoric  iron  and  a  specimen 

Sept.  _ f  of  a  film  said  to  have  fallen  upon  and  covered  a  great 

space  in  St.  James’s  Park  during  a  violent  thunderstorm. 
(2  letters.)  Tregaskis,  10.  99 


HERT,  Paul  Erdmann.  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Williamsfort,  1785  Jan.  13  A  former  pupil  of  Dr.  Bloch  at  Berlin,  he  is  now  a  physician 
Whydah  and  much  interested  in  Natural  Philosophy;  on  leaving  Germany  he  went 

to  Denmark,  and  is  now  First  Physician  to  the  Danish  settlements  on  the 
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Hert,  Paul  Erdmann,  continued 

African  coast ;  sends  the  fruits  of  43  plants  he  has  collected ;  suggests  that 
he  should  collect  for  R.S. ;  proposed  itinerary  and  salary  required,  £500 
p.a. ;  his  headquarters  are  at  Christiansborg,  Accra. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  331-332 
2.  Christians-  1786  Jan.  13  Refers  to  the  seeds  he  has  already  sent  and  the  descriptions 

borg,  Accra  of  new  plants  intended  for  Phil.  Trans. ;  assumes  his  letter  has  gone  astray 
as  no  answer  has  been  received;  his  collections  are  much  infested  by 
Termes  and  Dermestes ;  notes  on  the  “Guinea  Worm”;  Lieut.  Parke  will 
convey  this  letter  and  he  told  him  that  a  German  botanist  has  arrived  to 
collect  for  the  King’s  Botanic  Garden;  he  is  in  the  neighbouring  English 
fort.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  333-334 

HERVEY-BATHURST,  Sir  Felton  Elwell,  Bart.  (1782-1819).  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of 
Wellington 

1.  Office  of  [1 S 1 9]  Apl.  7  [To  Edward  Sabine,  q.v.]  Has  laid  his  letter  before  the 

Ordnance  Master  of  Ordnance  and  informs  him  that  His  Grace  recommends  for 

Brevet  promotion  only  officers  who  have  distinguished  themselves  before 
the  enemy  and  cannot  recommend  the  same  distinction  for  an  officer  who 
has  been  employed  on  a  voyage  of  discovery.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  350 

D.T.C.  20.  177 


HERZBERG,  Ewald  Friedrich,  Graf  von,  F.R.S.  (1725-1795).  Statesman  and  Savant 


1. 


Berlin 


2.  Berlin 


Berlin 


4.  Berlin 


1789  Aug.  9  Is  gratified  by  his  election;  sends  B.  copies  of  his  very 
various  works;  hopes  to  introduce  silk-making  on  a  large  scale  in  Prussia 
and  sends  patterns  of  silks  made  on  his  own  estate  of  Britz  from  silkworms 
bred  there ;  also  sends  an  historical  work  by  Puffendorf,  containing  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  Revolution  of  1688,  not  known,  perhaps,  even  in  England. 
[French. ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  316-317 

1791  Oct.  14  Recommends  Count  Keyserling  from  Silesia;  sends  copies 
of  his  last  addresses  to  the  Berlin  Academy;  has  resigned  from  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Foreign  Affairs;  now  devotes  his  time  to  country  life  and 
directing  the  Academy  of  Sciences;  is  also  carrying  on  the  cultivation 
of  Silk  and  is  writing  a  history  of  the  reign  of  Frederick  II.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  145 

1792  Oct.  16  Recommends  the  Prince  de  Gonzaga,  who  has  been 

deprived  of  his  Duchy  of  Mantua  by  the  Austrians ;  he  has  taken  refuge 
in  England  to  escape  from  the  fury  of  the  French;  he  is  also  an  Associate 
of  the  Berlin  Academy.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  146 

1793  Mar.  6  Introduces  the  Comte  de  Redern,  King’s  Chamberlain;  he 
(H.)  has  resigned  from  the  Prussian  Cabinet  in  1791  and  devotes  his  time 
to  rural  economy  and  to  directing  the  Acad,  of  Sciences ;  a  committee  of 
German  and  French  scholars  is  working  at  the  improvement  of  the 
German  language  on  a  plan  originated  by  Leibnitz ;  sends  a  memoir  thereon ; 
also  sends  a  paper  of  his  own  on  monarchical  government ;  publication  of 
the  3rd  vol.  of  his  political  memoirs  has  been  forbidden  by  his  Sovereign ; 
asks  B.  to  send  recent  memoirs  of  R.S.  by  Count  Redern;  finds  consider¬ 
able  opposition  to  the  publication  of  his  history  of  Frederick  II;  sends 
various  pamphlets,  including  one  by  Forster,  Junior.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  273-274 
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Herzberg  Ewald  Friedrich  von,  continued 

5.  Berlin  1794  Feb.  24  Sends  the  last  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  in 

French  and  German;  also  an  historical  account  of  the  marble  statue  [of 
Frederick  II]  erected  in  Stettin  by  public  subscription,  and  various  other 
publications.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  275 

6.  Berlin  1797  May  10  Recommends  [Pierre  Frangois]  Boaton  ( q.v .),  a  member  of 

the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  the  distinguished  translator  of  Gesner’s 
“Idyllen”  and  Wieland’s  “Oberon”  into  French;  Boaton  will  give  B. 
information  about  the  state  of  Prussia,  the  work  of  the  Academy,  etc.; 
he  will  also  bring  the  last  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy,  and 
the  3rd  vol.  of  his  (H.’s)  Ecrits  Publics  containing  the  history  of  the  last 
negotiations  at  Reichenbach  of  which  the  King  of  Prussia  had  forbidden 
publication.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  144 

HEYNAM,  Robert.  Mineralogist  and  Lapidary 

1.  —  1801  June  6  [To  Dr.  Guthrie.]  Having  sent  specimens  of  lines  engraved 

on  chalcedony,  he  now  sends  four  samples  engraved  on  glass ;  calculation 
of  the  number  of  squares  per  square  inch  enclosed  by  the  intersection  of 
vertical  and  horizontal  lines ;  contests  the  opinions  of  mineralogists  on  the 
relative  hardness  of  stones  which  he  has  tested  in  a  long  list  of  minerals, 
and  finds  there  is  no  correct  table  of  hardness  extant.  [Endorsed  by  B., 
“Mr.  Heynam  to  Dr.  Guthrie.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  293-294 

HEYNE,  Christian  Gottlob,  F.R.S.  (1729-1812).  Philologist 

1.  Gottingen  1779  May  15  Has  much  pleasure  in  sending  appreciation  of  B.  by  the 

Konigliche  Gesellschaft  der  Wissenschaften  at  Gottingen.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  218 

2.  Gottingen  1789  Sept.  30  Expresses  his  thanks  to  B.  for  his  election  to  R.S. 

[Elected  30th  Apl.,  1789.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  204 

HILL  &  MEREDITH.  Solicitors 

1.  Soho  Square  1792  Dec.  14  *  Sends  his  Marriage  Settlement  and  asks  for  its  return  as 
soon  as  Mr.  [Charles]  Shadwell  has  finished  with  it,  lest  it  is  lost  in  the 
chaos  of  papers  with  which  he  is  surrounded. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37951.  6-7 


HINCKS,  Rev.  Thomas  Dix  (1767-1857) 

1.  Cork  1803  June  6  Sends  a  resolution  of  Cork  Literary  and  Philosophical  Soc. 

appointing  B.  an  Hon.  Member;  objects  and  activities  of  the  society  and 
the  related  Cork  Institution  where  lectures  in  Natural  Philosophy  are  given, 
for  which  apparatus  is  being  collected. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  108-109 
D.T.C.  14.  88-89 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  June  14  *  Acknowledges  with  pleasure  the  letter  and  the  news  of 

the  activities  of  the  two  societies;  such  bodies  of  local  foundation  do  much 
for  the  advancement  of  science  and  useful  arts  and  he  feels  much  gratified 
at  the  Hon.  Membership  conferred  upon  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  109  no. 

D.T.C.  14.  95-96 
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HIORT,  John  William  (fl.  1800-1822).  Surveyor  to  the  Board  of  Works 

1.  Soho  Square  1803  June  26  *  He  will  lay  the  accounts  of  the  Board  of  Works  before 
the  newly-installed  Knights  of  the  Bath;  he  cannot  find  that  the  Board 
had  any  part  in  the  last  Installation  in  1788,  or  that  any  drawings  of  the 
fitting  of  the  Chapel  were  supplied  for  which  a  charge  is  now  made,  nor 
was  any  charge  then  paid  for  matting,  painting  and  mason’s  work ;  he 
asks  for  information  on  all  these  items.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  87 


HIPPISLEY,  Sir  John  Coxe,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1748-1825).  Politician 

1.  Royal  Hotel,  [1798]  May —  Expresses  concern  that  the  Duchess  of  Wiirttemberg  was 

Pall  Mall  delivered  of  a  dead  child  on  the  night  of  26-27  April,  but  the  Duke  informs 

him  that  she  is  as  well  as  can  be  expected.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  349 

2.  [London  x 798]  May  27  Informs  B.  that  the  Courier  left  several  days  ago,  but  a 

gentleman  is  expected  by  the  next  packet  from  Stuttgart  who  will  remain 
about  a  fortnight  and  will  be  the  bearer  of  communications ;  Nepean  said 
that  the  Fleet  was  seen  to-day  from  Deal  steering  south,  but  was  dispersed 
by  the  wind.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  348 

3.  Grosvenor  1800  Mar.  13  Comments  on  the  draft  Bye-laws  [of  the  Royal  Institution] 

Street  and  has  marked  a  copy  with  his  suggestions. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  223-224 


HITCHINS,  Rev.  Malachy  (1741-1809).  Astronomer 

1802  Feb.  25  Sends  an  account  of  three  Roman  urns  found  in  his 
neighbourhood,  and  a  short  account  of  a  cromlech  discovered  by  accident ; 
regrets  that  he  lacks  sufficient  knowledge  of  antiquities  to  give  a  more 
scientific  statement.  [It  was  published  in  Archaeologia,  14.  224-230.] 

Nichols.  L.I.  6.  46 

1802  Aug.  30  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter;  the  box  containing  the  celts  has 
been  delivered  to  B.’s  servant;  is  willing  that  his  account  of  the  antiquities 
discovered  in  his  neighbourhood  should  be  published,  but  would  wish  to 
revise  the  manuscript  before  it  goes  to  press. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  57-58 

HOARE,  Sir  Richard  Colt,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1758-1838).  Historian  and  Antiquary 

1.  [Stourhead  1819  Mar.  19]  Asks  permission  to  dedicate  his  forthcoming  work  to  B.; 

and  hopes  he  is  free  from  gout.  Brabourne,  144-145 


1.  St.  Hilary, 
Marazion 


2.  St.  Hilary, 
Marazion 


HOBART,  George,  3rd  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  (1731-1804).  Diplomatist 


1.  St.  James’s 
Square 


2.  Spring 
Grove 

3.  [Spring 
Grove] 


1798  May  29  A  detachment  of  the  regiment  [Lincolnshire  Militia]  has 
been  ordered  to  Yarmouth,  under  the  command  of  a  field  officer,  Lieut. - 
Col.  or  Major;  as  the  only  Major  available  is  Yorke,  he  requests  B.  to 
appoint  another  to  take  his  place.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  39 

1798  May  31  *  He  will  endeavour  to  carry  out  what  is  required  but 
doubts  his  ability  to  do  so  himself,  and  will  make  enquiry  in  more  in¬ 
fluential  quarters.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  39A 

1798  June  21*  States  the  case  of  Lieut.  Thomas  Stanroyd  ( q.v .)  and  asks 
for  guidance  as  to  the  correct  procedure. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  152  W.  +  154 


HOBART,  Robert,  Baron  Hobart,  afterwards  4th  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  (1760-1816). 
Statesman 

1.  London  1793  Oct.  18  Having  been  appointed  Governor  of  Madras,  and  having  to 

go  to  Ireland  before  sailing,  he  will  be  unable  to  accept  B.’s  invitation  to 
the  Sheriff’s  Ball  at  Lincoln;  “wide  as  the  world  is,  traces  of  you  are 
to  be  found  in  every  corner  of  it”.  Hill  Coll.  2.  28 

2.  Norton  1812  Oct.  5  [Marked  Private .]  Owing  to  the  retirement  of  [Richard] 

Ellison  (q.v.),  he  is  bringing  forward  Sir  Henry  Sullivan  as  candidate  for 
Lincoln;  asks  for  B.’s  support  for  him.  Dawson  MS.  45.  30 

HOBHOUSE,  Sir  Benjamin,  1st  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1757-1831).  Politician 

1.  Spring  [1819]  Sept.  9  *  He  has  news  of  Parry’s  Arctic  expedition;  he  is  a  member 

Grove  of  the  commission  to  prevent  the  forgery  of  banknotes ;  comments  on  the 

long  and  severe  drought,  worse  than  that  of  1800.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  361 


HODGKINSON,  Robert  Banks,  F.R.S.  (1722-1792).  Uncle  of  Sir  J.  Banks 

1.  [Overton  1772- — ]  Thinks  B.  has  been  ill-used  [by  the  Navy  Board] ;  wishes  him 

success  in  his  own  expedition  [to  Iceland] ;  is  sending  the  Welsh  books 
desired.  [See  Price,  John,  Nos.  1,  2.]  Kew:  B.C.  3.  41-42 

D.T.C.  1.  41 

2.  Heston  [1778  Nov.  26]  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  B.’s  canvass  [for  the  presidency  of 

R.S.]  has  been  so  successful,  as  it  should  be  for  one  who  devotes  his  time 
and  his  purse  to  promote  useful  knowledge ;  has  spoken  to  Dr.  [Thomas] 
Morell  who  will  attend  the  election;  suggests  that  B.  should  write  to  Dr. 
[Samuel]  Glasse  (q.v.)]  his  wife  returns  thanks  for  the  violets  and  jasmine 
sent  for  her  garden.  Sabin  Coll.  <9) 

3.  [Heston  1778  Nov.  28]  Dr.  Morell  has  called  and  states  that  it  is  essential  that  a 

candidate  for  the  presidency  must  be  a  member  of  the  Council;  asks  if  B. 
is  a  member,  because  at  the  last  election  Sir  James  Porter,  although  he  had 
the  majority  of  votes,  was  ineligible  because  not  on  the  Council;  will 
approach  [John  Lodge]  Corsley,  if  he  can  be  found.  Sabin  Coll.  <7) 


HODSOLL,  Edward.  Banker 

1.  [London]  1783  June  27  Memorandum  of  agreement  between  H.  and  B.,  whereby 
H.  agrees  to  let,  and  B.  to  take,  a  house  in  Blake  Court,  Catherine  Street, 
Strand,  at  a  rent  of  ^30  a  year.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  144 


HOD  SON,  George.  Chemical  Manufacturer 

1.  Chester  1791  Nov.  5  He  has  discovered  a  new  ash  as  a  substitute  for  Kelp  in  the 

manufacture  of  Soap ;  he  proposes  to  erect  a  plant  near  the  salt  mines  at 
Northwich  to  produce  it;  asks  B.  if  R.S.  or  Government  will  give  a 
premium  for  his  discovery.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  54 

2.  [Soho  Square  1791  Nov.  11]  *  Replies  that  R.S.  has  no  funds  for  such  a  purpose  but 

Government  might  consider  it;  he  thinks  it  better  for  an  inventor  to 
operate  his  invention  independently.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  54  vo. 

3.  Chester  1791  Nov.  23  Suggests  that  Government  might  allow  him  salt  for  the 

purpose  of  his  manufacture  free  of  duty ;  asks  B.’s  advice.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  56 
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Hodson,  George,  continued 

4.  [Soho  Square  1791  Nov.  25]  *  As  he  holds  no  office  under  Government  he  cannot 
express  any  opinion  on  the  matter  of  salt-duty ;  as  many  similar  applications 
are  made,  he  thinks  it  unlikely  that  he  would  be  successful. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  56  vo. 

HOEPFNER,  Johann  Georg  Albrecht,  M.D.  (1759-1813).  Apothecary  and  Naturalist 

1.  Berne  1789  Mar.  10  Gives  a  long  account  of  his  scientific  activities  and  of  his 

efforts  to  encourage  the  study  of  Natural  History  in  Switzerland;  he 
founded  a  journal  in  1782,  Magazin  pour  VHistoire  Naturelle  de  la  Suisse, 
of  which  three  volumes  have  been  published  and  two  more  are  in  the  press ; 
he  sends  copies  for  B.,  for  Blagden,  for  R.S.  and  for  “the  Society  of 
Premiums”  [Society  of  Arts] ;  offers  fossils  to  B.  and  to  R.S.,  and  assistance 
in  obtaining  any  specimens  that  are  wanted;  he  hopes  to  become  F.R.S. 
at  a  future  date.  [Frenchi]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  205-210 

HOFFMANN,  Georg  Franz  (1761-1826).  Botanist 

1.  Moscow  1813  June  13  Manuscript  prospectus,  addressed  to  B.,  of  his  forth¬ 

coming  work  on  Umbelliferous  Plants  [Genera  Plantarum  Umbelliferarum 
was  published  in  1814].  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  159-160 

HOFFMANNSEGG,  Johan  Centurius,  Graf  von  (1766-1849).  Botanist 

1.  Berlin  1809  Oct.  10  Refers  in  laudatory  terms  to  B.’s  kindness  to  his  colleague 

and  travelling  companion  [Heinrich  Friedrich]  Link  when  he  was  in 
London;  he  will  send  the  first  three  parts  of  his  Flore  Portugaise\  it  is 
being  published  by  subscription  as  if  he  takes  over  all  the  expenses  of 
production  he  will  be  obliged  to  sell  at  2  gns.  per  part.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  45+47 

HOGELMULLER,  Georg  von.  Veterinary  Writer 

1.  Vienna  1803  Apl.  10  Sends  B.  the  translation  of  a  book  on  the  veterinary  art 

[Tractatus  de  Vulnerationibus  Equorum,  1803];  asks  if  there  are  any 
catalogues  of  English  works  on  farriery,  horse-breeding,  horsemanship, 
etc.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  390 

HOGG,  William 

1.  North  1781  Apl.  19  [To  Capt.  James  King,  R.N.]  Appeals  for  help  for  Melvill 

Berwick  who  is  in  great  distress.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  132 

HOLDER,  Rev.  Henry  Evans 

1.  King’s  1801  Jan.  26  Sends  particulars  of  a  Guide  to  Botany  he  intends  to 

Bench  Prison  publish  and  wishes  to  issue  it  under  the  patronage  of  B. ;  he  is  a  native 

of  the  West  Indies  and  was  once  presented  to  B.  by  Sir  George  Yonge. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  262-263 

2.  [Soho  1801  Jan.  28  *  He  wishes  success  to  the  proposed  book  but  does  not 

Square]  desire  to  be  associated  with  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  262  vo. 

HOLLAND,  John 

1.  Ford  1801  Mar.  29  The  unsold  works  of  the  late  [Joseph]  Wright  of  Derby 

will  be  sold  at  Christie’s  in  April ;  requests  B.  to  bring  the  sale  to  the  notice 
of  his  artistic  friends;  he  is  one  of  the  executors  of  Wright.  Kew:  B.C.  2. 245 


27 — B.L 
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HOLLAND,  Lord  —  See  Fox,  h.  r.  v. 


HOLLAND,  Owen.  Botanist 

1.  Conway  1774  July  19  Sends  specimens  of  Cistus  hirsutus  and  other  plants  gathered 

at  Gloddaith;  he  hears  from  Pennant  that  B.  is  about  to  visit  Wales,  and 
hopes  to  see  him  at  Conway  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  37 

2.  Conway  1782  July  28  Describes  a  method  of  dyeing  leather  red  and  yellow;  as 

the  plant  from  which  the  dye  is  prepared  grows  abundantly,  he  suggests  it 
might  be  made  a  commercial  undertaking ;  asks  about  the  dyeing  properties 
of  Lincolnshire  Salicornia.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  161 


HOLROYD,  John  Baker,  1st  Earl  of  Sheffield  (1735-1821).  Statesman 

1.  Sheffield  1789  Oct:-  17  Has  received  some  samples  of  wool  from  Lord  Auckland ; 

Place  sends  B.  two  specimens,  one  of  them  long,  the  other  very  fine  and  close; 

they  came  from  Do.  Gaspar  de  Mendoza ;  our  Ambassador  states  that  he 
saw  sheep  with  wool  5  or  6  inches  long,  but  he  (the  writer)  believes  they 
were  goats  he  saw ;  Lord  A.  says  there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  sheep  out 
of  Spain;  was  most  pleased  with  his  visit  to  Lincolnshire;  he  arrived  at 
Holkham  after  Coke  had  gone  from  home,  but  he  left  B.’s  note  about  the 
wethers  and  has  since  had  a  letter  from  him ;  he  visited  Norwich,  Lowestoft 
and  Yarmouth  and  thence  went  to  Essex.  D.T.C.  6.  233-235 

2.  Whitehall  1802  Apl.  1  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  attend  the  Committee  meeting,  but 

will  support  the  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford. 

Wellcome ,  67766.  (39) 


HOLT,  Andreas. 
1.  Copenhagen 


2.  Copenhagen 


Director  of  the  Iceland  Company 

1772  Apl.  24  Sends  two  samples  of  drift-wood  found  on  the  rocks  near 
the  coast  of  Iceland ;  suggests  that  it  originates  from  America,  as  the  part 
of  Iceland  where  it  occurs  faces  the  New  World,  and  the  wood  differs  from 
all  European  kinds.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  31-32 

1779  Nov.  30  Has  a  box  of  books  and  papers  to  transmit  to  B.,  but  has 
had  no  opportunity  of  doing  so;  hopes  there  will  be  a  ship  in  the  spring; 
informs  him  that  sickness  has  carried  off  most  of  the  sheep  in  Iceland,  and 
reports  the  death  of  the  doctor,  Biarne  Paulsen  and  of  the  bishop ;  promises 
to  send  a  description  of  the  new  Botanic  Garden  of  the  capital. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  219-220 


HOME,  Sir  Everard,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1756-1832).  Surgeon 


1.  Kingston, 
Jamaica 


2.  Leicester 
Square 

3.  Leicester 
Square 


1783  Oct.  15  He  has  been  confirmed  as  Staff  Surgeon  and  will  not 
return  to  England  for  a  year;  he  has  sent  B.  a  specimen  of  Cactus  in 
spirit;  Wright,  a  good  botanist,  has  sent  home  a  collection  of  plants  for  B. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  150 

1788  Aug.  26  Asks  B.  to  obtain  sheep  for  John  Hunter’s  investigation  of 
parasites,  the  results  of  which  he  will  communicate  to  R.S. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  318 

1788  Oct.  11  An  ailing  sheep  from  Revesby  has  been  dissected  and  a 
parasite  found  in  the  cerebellum;  asks  for  one  or  two  more  sheep  for 
Hunter  before  B.  leaves  Revesby  for  London.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  326 
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Home,  Sir  Everard,  continued 

4.  Leicester  [1788]  —  Hunter  is  investigating  the  Hippopotamus;  asks  B.  to  use  his 
Square  influence  with  Bishop  to  allow  Hunter  to  examine  a  specimen  in  his 

possession.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  331 


5.  Leicester 
Square 

6.  Leicester 
Square 


1791  Feb.  17  Thanks  B.  for  his  friendly  endeavours  on  behalf  of  Bell, 

who  has  been  appointed  to  go  to  Bencoolen  instead  of  St.  Helena.  [ See 
East  India  Co.,  Nos.  23-25.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  31 

1792  Sept.  21  Informs  B.  of  Bell’s  success  in  Sumatra;  he  is  sending  to 

B.  drawings  and  description  of  a  double-horned  Rhinoceros ;  he  (Home)  is 
paying  his  addresses  to  Mrs.  Thompson,  niece  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dodsworth, 
whom  he  wishes  to  introduce  to  B.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  81 

D.T.C.  8.  80-81 


7.  Leicester 
Square 


1793  Oct.  17  He  reports  the  death  of  John  Hunter,  “in  a  fit  at  St. 
George’s  Hospital  in  consequence  of  an  expression  of  Keate’s”;  asks  B.’s 
advice  about  Hunter’s  affairs,  which  are  in  a  bad  way.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  104 

D.T.C.  8.  262 


8.  Leicester 
Square 


9.  Leicester 
Square 


10.  Spring 
Grove 


11.  Soho  Square 


12.  [Leicester 
Square 


13.  Soho  Square 


14.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1795  May  3  He  requests  that  B.  will  lay  before  the  Council  of  R.S.  a 
plea  that  he  may  be  indulged  in  receiving  three  volumes  to  complete  the 
set  of  Phil.  Trans. ;  he  understands  that  such  indulgence  is  reserved  for 
the  older  members  of  the  Society,  and  fears  therefore  his  request  is  not 
perfectly  regular.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  49 

1797  Apl.  21  Sends  Jenner’s  account  of  cow-pox  and  explains  its 

difference  from  small-pox;  he  is  at  present  sceptical  of  small-pox  in¬ 
oculation  [i.e.  Vaccination].  Kew:  B.C.  2.  159 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  122 

1798  Sept.  30  *  Gives  an  account  of  the  reasoning  faculty  in  a  sparrow 
feeding  on  the  seeds  of  an  aquatic  plant  growing  in  his  pond. 

de  Beer  Coll.  1 5 
D.T.C.  11.  102-103 

1804  Feb.  10  *  Is  grateful  for  his  professional  attendance  and  care 
through  a  long  and  vexatious  disease,  and  encloses  a  draft  for  50  gns. ;  he 
hopes  this  sum  is  adequate,  but  if  not,  begs  to  be  put  right. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  286 
D.T.C.  14.  226 

1804  Feb.  n]  Acknowledges  B.’s  draft  which  he  considers  very  liberal, 
and  is  also  grateful  for  B.’s  expression  of  confidence  in  him. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  286  (2) 
D.T.C.  14.  227 

1804  Feb.  —  *  Informs  him  that  the  “Great  Tooth”  found  at  Walton, 

Essex,  is  now  at  Guy’s  Hospital;  asks  if  it  is  worth  his  while  to  call  and 
inspect  it.  [Endorsed  by  H.,  “Mr.  Clift  will  call.  .  .and  examine  the 
tooth”;  and  by  Clift,  “The  tooth  was  Elephantine  similar  to  that  sent 
from  Colchester  to  Sir  Wm.  Blizard  and  now  in  the  Museum  of  the 
College.”  (R.  Coll.  Surg.,  No.  2465).]  Stone  Coll.  56 

1805  Oct.  22  *  He  has  seen  a  most  beautiful  operation,  which  was  worth 
the  journey  to  a  distant  place;  four  sheep  were  cut  for  the  Taenia  in  the 
brain,  and  in  all  cases  “the  operation  hit  exactly  the  worm” ;  describes  the 
operation  at  some  length,  and  states  that  the  fee  was  one  shilling,  with  a 
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Home,  Sir  Everard,  continued 

further  eighteenpence  if  the  animal  survived;  he  adds,  “I  am  wonderfully 
well,  I  begin  to  think  I  shall  walk  again.”  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  26 

D.T.C.  16.  157-158 

15.  [Soho  Square  1808  May  25]  *  Sends  for  examination  the  head  of  a  sheep  from  which 
a  Hydatid  was  taken  by  removing  the  skin ;  the  skull  was  said  to  have  been 


16.  Revesby 
Abbey 

perforated  by  the  parasite.  [The  date  has  been  inserted  by  William  Clift.] 

R.  Coll.  Surgeons:  Misc.  Letters 
1810  Oct.  11  *  Dryander’s  illness;  arrangements  made  for  his  accom¬ 

modation  in  Soho  Square;  mentions  a  tortoise  from  the  Seychelles, 
Scoresby’s  shrimps,  and  the  intestinal  canal  in  birds;  the  [Croonian] 
lecture  is  to  be  given  by  [Sir  Benjamin]  Brodie.  D.T.C.  18.  84-87 

17.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1810  Oct.  22  *  He  is  stunned  by  Home’s  letter  bearing  the  news  of 

Dryander’s  death;  he  has  lost  his  right  hand,  and  can  never  hope  to 
provide  a  substitute.  D.T.C.  18.  88-89 

18.  Hopton, 
Derbyshire 

1811  Sept.  5*  His  journey  to  Lincolnshire  has  been  delayed  by  ill- 

health;  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie;  relates  a  case 
of  the  destruction  of  a  colony  of  Mussels  by  the  common  Whelk. 

D.T.C.  18.  104-105 

19.  Revesby 
Abbey 

20.  Spring 

Grove 

21.  Spring 

Grove 

1 81 1  Sept.  15  *  Is  flattered  by  the  dedication  to  him  of  Home’s  book; 

is  suffering  from  an  attack  of  gout.  D.T.C.  18.  106-107 

1813  Aug.  22  *  Further  notes  on  the  destruction  of  Mussels  by  Whelks; 

describes  an  abnormal  Spider.  D.T.C.  18.  276-277 

1817  July  17*  “Taylor  at  the  Mews”  [menagerie  proprietor  at  the 

Royal  Mews,  Charing  Cross]  has  reported  the  birth  of  a  fawn  to  a  wapiti ; 
has  reason  to  suspect  that  the  fawn  is  that  of  a  red  deer  and  not  of  the 
wapiti ;  asks  H.  to  examine  the  animal  and  elicit  the  truth.  [Endorsed  by 
H.  to  William  Clift,  “I  wish  to  see  you  .  .  .  that  we  may  settle  upon 
answering  the  enclosed  to-morrow.  July  19.”]  Stone  Coll.  54 

22.  Spring 

Grove 

1817  Sept.  24  *  Describes  his  self-treatment;  is  pleased  that  H.  permits 

him  to  travel  to  Lincolnshire;  will  make  the  journey  in  easy  stages,  none 
so  much  as  40  miles  a  day;  he  is  expecting  a  visit  from  the  Queen  and  the 
Princesses  from  Windsor.  [Edw.  Smith ,  304;  Cameron,  272,  part.] 

D.T.C.  20.  36-37 

23.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1817  Oct.  5  *  He  bore  the  journey  to  Revesby  without  inconvenience, 

having  taken  four  days  to  perform  it ;  the  damage  to  the  garden  by  frost. 

D.T.C.  20.  48-49 

24.  Spring 

Grove 

1818  Aug.  11  *  Regrets  to  hear  that  H.  is  suffering  from  aural  trouble; 

describes  the  food  of  “  Squalus  maximus  ”  [ Cetorhinus  /«.] 

D.T.C.  20.  121-122 

25.  Spring 

Grove 

1818  Aug.  24*  Discusses  a  number  of  topics:  treatment  of  gout  by 

Colchicum,  Beaume,  a  quack  of  Southampton  Row  and  his  pamphlet,  a 
medicine  for  syphilis  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Queen’s  health, 
and  Home’s  system  of  the  classification  of  animals.  D.T.C.  20.  112-114 

26.  Spring 

Grove 

1818  Aug.  27  *  His  carriage  was  overturned  by  drunken  coachman,  and 

he,  his  wife  and  his  sister  had  to  lie  helpless  until  assistance  arrived;  no 
serious  injury  resulted;  has  voided  a  large  renal  calculus,  which  he  likens 
to  coral.  D.T.C.  20.  1 17-120 
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Home,  Sir  Everard 
27.  Spring 
Grove 


28.  Spring 
Grove 


29.  Soho  Square - 


3°-  — 


31.  [Soho 
Square] 

32.  Soho  Square 


,  continued 

1818  Aug.  31  *  Considers  H.’s  paper  on  the  various  modes  for  the 
continuation  of  species  of  great  interest,  but  there  are  many  more  anomalies 
not  discussed  in  it,  and  quotes  “Helix  Vivipara”  [Viviparus  v.] ;  it  is  of 
little  use  as  a  classification,  because  when  finding  a  new  species  it  will  be 
necessary  to  know  how  it  breeds ;  as  a  classed  arrangement  of  the  modes 
adopted  by  nature  for  the  continuance  of  species,  it  is  a  valuable  contri¬ 
bution  to  knowledge;  returns  the  paper  and  hopes  for  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  it  as  the  points  to  consider  are  too  long  for  a  letter. 

D.T.C.  20.  123 

[1818]  Sept.  20  #  Thanks  H.  for  his  letter,  which  has  caused  great  relief, 
and  hopes  that  all  danger  is  now  past;  Fisher’s  Gout  Tincture  torments 
much  and  leaves  a  sediment,  but  he  now  adds  spirit  to  it  to  stop  fermenta¬ 
tion;  thanks  his  godson  for  his  attention.  D.T.C.  20.  143-144 

Has  been  without  pain  for  19  days;  would  like  to  experiment 
with  Vinum  Colchici  instead  of  his  customary  Husson[’s  Eau  Medicinale] ; 
thinks  it  would  be  efficacious,  and  intends  to  take  150  drops;  he  realizes 
that  H.  did  not  suggest  this  and  that  it  is  entirely  his  own  idea;  asks  H. 
to  procure  him  the  Vinum  Colchici.  D.T.C.  20.  115-116 

- *  Gives  an  account  of  Fallow  Deer;  they  are  found  in  the  forests 

of  Germany,  but  less  abundant  than  Red  Deer;  in  olden  days  large 
estate-owners  stall-fed  the  animals  and  had  them  ready  for  the  table  in 
May ;  the  expectation  of  life  is  never  more  than  eight  years ;  their  winter 
food  is  bark  of  trees;  reproduction;  normally  ready  for  the  table  in 
September,  etc.  D.T.C.  20.  124-131 

-  —  *  Requests  that  Clift  may  be  sent  to  collect  a  mammoth  tusk  and 
have  a  drawing  made  of  it.  Stone  Coll.  55 

- *  Introduces  “Mr.  Laurence,  a  Comparative  Anatomist”.  [Pos¬ 
sibly  (Sir)  William  Lawrence,  1783-1876.]  Stone  Coll.  54 


HOME,  James  (1760-1844).  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 

1.  Edinburgh  1789  Mar.  9  Informs  B.  of  his  intention  to  visit  Iceland  during  the 
summer;  asks  for  B.’s  advice  and  any  useful  information  he  can  give. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  337 
D.T.C.  6.  140-141 


HOOKER,  Sir  William  Jackson,  F.R.S.  (1785-1865).  Botanist 


1.  Revesby 
Abbey 


Spring 

Grove 


1809  Oct.  1  *  Condoles  with  him  on  the  failure  of  his  expedition  [to 
Iceland,  by  the  burning  of  his  ship] ;  assures  him  nevertheless  that  his 
readiness  to  undertake  the  risks  of  the  voyage  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  conducted  it  will  raise  him  in  public  esteem;  deplores  his  losses  but 
congratulates  him  on  his  escape;  sends  greetings  to  Dawson  Turner, 
who  will  lament  the  loss  of  the  drawings  and  specimens;  a  proposed 
expedition  under  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Cawl;  he  advised  him  to 
wait  another  year.  Hooker  Corr.  1.  30 

[1810]  June  15  *  Has  read  Jorgensen’s  narrative  which  has  not  raised 
him  in  his  opinion;  the  Revolution  was  fully  planned  before  he  left 
England  and  cannot  doubt  that  P[helps]  was  a  party  to  it;  the  unexpected 
pretence  of  Count  Trampe  destroyed  the  enterprise;  his  unsound  argu- 
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4.  Halesworth 


Hooker,  Sir  William  Jackson,  continued 

ments  and  false  statements ;  details  of  his  claims ;  has  now  read  both  sides 
of  the  question;  “my  mind  is  that  Jorgensen  is  a  bad  man,  Phelps  as  bad, 
and  that  Count  Trampe  is  a  good  man”.  Hooker  Corr.  i.  38 

3.  Soho  Square  1810  June  16  *  Has  returned  Jorgensen’s  papers  by  the  Yarmouth 
coach;  his  own  papers  and  memoranda  on  Iceland,  which  he  lent  to  H., 
were  never  intended  for  publication  but  to  assist  him  in  writing  his  book, 
his  own  papers  having  been  lost.  Hooker  Corr.  1.  32 

1810  June  20  Returns  B.’s  Iceland  papers  which  he  regrets  are  not  to  be 
published;  hopes  he  may  be  allowed  to  introduce  the  Odes  [written  in 
honour  of  B.]  into  his  book  as  specimens  of  Icelandic  poetry;  will  have 
to  mention  Hecla,  though  weather  prevented  him  from  climbing  it; 
Banks’s  memoranda  thereon  would  be  most  valuable  to  him;  there  was 
much  ill-conduct  in  the  Revolution,  especially  the  treatment  of  Count 
Trampe;  does  not  know  who  is  most  to  blame,  the  merchant  [Phelps]  or 
the  usurper.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  334 

D.T.C.  18.  42-43 

1810  June  29  *  He  will  raise  no  objection  to  the  publication  by  H.  of 
material  derived  from  his  memoranda.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  334 

D.T.C.  18.  44 

1810  July  22  Sends  a  fuller  account  of  the  upheavals  in  Iceland  brought 
about  by  Jorgensen.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  335 

D.T.C.  18.  48-49 


5.  [Soho 
Square] 

6.  Halesworth 


7.  Soho  Square 

8.  Halesworth 


9.  Soho  Square 
10.  Soho  Square 


11.  Spring 
Grove 


12.  Spring 
Grove 


1810  July  26  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  account  of  the  affairs  in  Iceland; 
on  perusing  the  facts  of  the  case  his  opinion  is  that  the  usurper  deserves  to 
be  hanged.  Hooker  Corr.  1.  42 

1810  July  27  Further  information  on  the  affair  in  Iceland,  pleads 
justification  for  Jorgensen,  to  whom  he  feels  he  owes  his  life,  although  he 
appreciates  that  B.  has  done  for  him  rfiore  than  he  deserves. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  336 
D.T.C.  18.  50-52 

1 81 1  Apl.  1  *  Thanks  H.  for  the  gift  of  his  recollections  of  Iceland 

[Journal  of  a  Tour  in  Iceland,  Yarmouth,  1 81 1 .]  Hooker  Corr.  1.  33 

1 81 1  Dec.  18  *  Has  seen  Sir  George  [Mackenzie]  and  is  satisfied  that 

his  book  [Travels  in  the  Island  of  Iceland,  Edinb.  1811]  will  be  less 
popular  than  H.’s;  he  has  given  a  map,  which  was  much  wanted;  suggests 
that  H.  should  add  a  map  to  his  book,  which  would  not  much  increase 
the  cost.  Hooker  Corr.  1.  34 

1812  July  1  #  Informs  H.  that  the  map  of  the  part  of  Iceland  he  visited 

is  finished  and  well  done ;  that  of  the  whole  island  has  been  engraved  and 
corrected  to  Clausen’s  spelling  [these  maps  were  prepared  under  B.’s 
supervision] ;  he  will  send  both  as  soon  as  ready ;  Clausen  has  presented 
him  with  the  plans  prepared  by  the  Danish  Admiralty,  and  some  others ; 
opinion  of  Dr.  Lind  on  the  height  of  the  geyser,  variously  stated  by  H., 
Troil,  and  his  own  measurements.  Hooker  Corr.  1.  43 

1813  June  19  #  Strongly  advises  H.  to  undertake  the  journey  [to  Java] 
in  spite  of  the  advice  to  the  contrary  by  his  Norfolk  friends;  he  should 
be  prepared  to  submit  himself  to  some  sacrifice  and  adventure  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  a  life  of  ease;  had  he  (B.)  listened  to  the  advice  of  his  friends  he 
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would  not  have  undertaken  his  voyages:  “I  should  have  been  now  a 
quiet  country  gentleman,  ignorant  of  a  number  of  matters  I  am  now 
acquainted  with.”  Hooker  Corr.  i.  39 

1813  Sept.  2  *  Jorgensen  has  sent  an  account  of  the  revolution  in  Iceland 
to  be  placed  in  his  library;  has  informed  J.  that  “if  on  perusal  I  did  not 
find  anything  improper,  I  would  comply  with  his  request”. 

Hooker  Corr.  1.  40 

1813  Oct.  2*  He  will  have  no  further  concern  with  Jorgensen;  “it  is 
not  my  wish  to  exercise  the  office  of  an  avenger,  I  thank  God  it  is  in  no 
sense  my  duty  to  interfere  in  his  case  further  than  I  have  done”. 

Hooker  Corr.  1.  41 

1820  May  21  Reports  that  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Glasgow  is  flourishing, 
but  still  has  many  desiderata,  list  of  which  is  appended ;  asks  B.  to  use  his 
influence  to  obtain  plants  from  Kew;  he  has  a  good  class  of  students  and 
about  30  paying  pupils.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  360 

HOOPER,  James.  Gardener 

1.  [Soho  1816  Jan.  2  *  Having  received  from  Aiton  a  good  account  of  his  character 

Square]  and  abilities,  he  has  recommended  his  appointment  as  gardener  to  Lord 

Amherst’s  Embassy  to  China;  instructions  as  to  his  duties;  he  will  be 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  Mr.  Able  [Dr.  Clarke  Abel],  botanist  to 
the  expedition,  whom  he  is  to  assist  in  naming  and  preparing  dried  plants ; 
he  is  also  to  collect  seeds  for  Kew,  noting  the  locality,  etc.,  of  each  kind, 
and  to  plant  in  boxes  and  pots  all  living  plants  given  him  by  Dr.  Abel  for 
transport  to  England.  D.T.C.  19.  231-232  +  225 


13.  Spring 
Grove 


14.  Revesby 
Abbey 

15.  Glasgow 


HOPE,  Sir  Alexander  (1769-1837).  Army  Officer 
1.  R.M.  College,  1817  Sept.  8  Gives  particulars  of  a  house  and  estate  bequeathed  to  Lady 
Bagshot  Hester  Stanhope  by  its  owner  in  gratitude  for  her  attention  in  nursing  him 

in  sickness.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  125-126 

D.T.C.  20.  34-35 

HOPE,  Charles.  Army  Officer 

1.  Chatham  —  Apl.  7  Is  sending  for  B.’s  inspection  a  bundle  of  old  papers  which 
had  lain  for  many  years  in  a  cupboard  in  his  office  and  had  been  converted 
into  an  ants’  nest.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  43 


HOPE,  John,  F.R.S.  (1725-1786).  Professor  of  Botany 

1.  Edinburgh  1766  Apl.  17  Recommends  Adam  Freer,  a  botanist,  to  accompany  B.  on 

his  voyage.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  1 

2.  Edinburgh  1767  Feb.  14  Is  pleased  to  hear  of  B.’s  safe  return;  describes  botanical 

excursions  in  Scotland  by  Freer  and  other  pupils,  and  the  rare  plants 
found.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  3 


3.  Edinburgh  1775  Sept.  4  The  Government  of  Jamaica  have  decided  to  form  two 
Botanic  Gardens;  recommends  Thomas  Clarke  as  Superintendent,  who 
will  call  upon  B.  to  enlist  his  support.  [Clarke  was  the  first  Island  Botanist 
and  Curator  of  the  Bath  Garden  from  1777  to  1787.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  52 

D.T.C.  1.  97 
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4.  Edinburgh  1779  Aug.  16  He  has  a  beautiful  Evergreen  Shrub  with  orange-coloured 


5.  Edinburgh 

flowers,  grown  from  seed  sent  by  [William]  Anderson  who  sailed  in  Cook’s 
[Second  and]  Third  Voyagefs] ;  describes  its  botanical  characters;  enquires 
whether  B.  has  also  brought  it  home  from  the  First  Voyage. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  83 

1780  Nov.  25  Thanks  B.  for  sending  seeds  brought  home  on  Cook’s 

Voyages;  describes  the  progress  of  the  Edinburgh  Botanic  Garden; 
reports  the  death  of  the  gardener,  John  Williamson.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  99 

6.  [Edinburgh 

1781  Feb.  8]  Sends  the  leaf  of  a  Liliaceous  plant  of  doubtful  identity; 

among  the  tender  exotics  he  has  found  50  about  which  he  is  doubtful, 
and  will  submit  specimens  of  them  to  B. ;  he  hopes  the  merits  of  the  late 
Dr.  [John]  Fothergill  will  be  appreciated.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  103 

7.  Edinburgh 

1781  Aug.  15  Sends  seeds  from  Carolina  of  the  Soap-tree  [probably 

Sapindus  drummondi] ;  gives  its  botanical  specification.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  106 

8.  Edinburgh 

1782  June  24  He  has  been  pleased  to  entertain  Broussonet  who  came 

with  B.’s  letter  of  introduction;  acknowledges  B.’s  gift  of  South  Seas  fruits 
and  three  copies  of  Reliquiae  Houstounianae,  one  of  which  he  has  given  to 
the  LTniversity  and  another  to  the  Advocates’  Library. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  153 

9.  Edinburgh 

1782  July  4  The  Asafoetida  in  the  Botanic  Garden  has  flowered  and  is 

now  in  seed ;  he  will  send  a  specimen  to  B. ;  he  has  had  a  drawing  made  of 
it  and  has  written  a  description  which  he  will  present  to  R.S. ;  he  would  be 
most  pleased  if  Linne  [Junior]  would  visit  Edinburgh. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  156 

10.  Edinburgh 

1782  Aug.  8  He  understands  from  Dr.  Garthshore  that  the  Inaugural 

Dissertations  published  in  Edinburgh  which  relate  to  Natural  History 
would  be  acceptable  to  B.,  and  he  therefore  sends  a  collection  of  them; 
the  wet  season  is  unfavourable  to  the  ripening  of  the  seed  of  Asafoetida. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  167 

11.  Edinburgh 

1782  Aug.  22  The  [Edinburgh]  College  of  Physicians  is  about  to 

publish  a  new  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Edinburgensis ;  sends  a  list  of 
Simples  for  B.’s  opinion;  encloses  a  letter  for  Linne;  the  College  of  which 
his  distinguished  father  was  an  Honorary  Member  wishes  to  pay  a 
compliment  to  the  son  before  he  leaves  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  1 70-1 72 

12.  Edinburgh 

1782  Nov.  5  He  is  working  upon  the  Materia  Medica;  as  the  Pharma¬ 

copoeia  is  in  preparation,  he  asks  B.  to  examine  the  list  he  sends.  [Some 
rough  notes  for  B.’s  reply,  dated  nth  Nov.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  5.  42.] 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  117 

13.  Edinburgh 

1782  Dec.  5  Announces  that  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh 

has  elected  B.  as  Honorary  M ember;  there  are  only  two  others,  the  Duke 
of  Buccleuch  and  the  Earl  of  Bute.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  120 

14.  Edinburgh 

1783  Mar.  28  Is  sending  to  B.,  by  sea  from  Leith,  a  living  plant  of 

Asafoetida.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  130 

15.  Edinburgh 

1783  Apl.  21  The  Botanic  Garden  is  in  financial  straits;  asks  B.  to  use 

his  influence  with  the  Treasury  and  the  Duchess  of  Portland  to  give  aid. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  135 
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1 6.  Edinburgh  1783  July  16  Is  pleased  to  say  that  the  King  has  graciously  granted  his 

petition  on  behalf  of  the  Botanic  Garden;  thanks  B.  for  his  friendly 
intervention.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  146 

17.  Soho  Square  1783  Nov.  8  *  Warns  him  that  Maty  in  reviewing  the  Edinburgh 

Pharmacopoeia  is  expressing  his  own  opinions  and  not  those  of  R.S.,  of 
which  he  is  Secretary.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  152 

18.  Edinburgh  1783  Nov.  17  The  College  of  Physicians  is  under  obligations  to  B.  for 

his  warning ;  requests  that  a  copy  of  Maty’s  review  be  sent ;  he  is  sending  B. 
seeds  received  from  Madras.  Kew:  B.C.  x.  153 


19.  Edinburgh  1784  May  13  Is  distressed  to  hear  of  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Horsley  at  R.S. ; 

he  has  been  asked  by  Pallas  for  a  coloured  drawing  of  Asafoetida;  he  is 
having  drawings  made  and  will  send  one  for  publication  in  Phil.  Trans., 
meanwhile  he  sends  some  of  its  seeds.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  161 


20.  Edinburgh 

21.  Edinburgh 

22.  Soho  Square 

23.  Edinburgh 

24.  Edinburgh 

25.  Edinburgh 


1784  June  19  Congratulates  Aytoun  [Aiton]  on  his  success  in  rearing  the 
seeds  of  Asafoetida;  the  parent  plant  is  still  flourishing;  he  is  pleased  to 
hear  of  Forsyth’s  promotion  [as  Gardener  to  the  Royal  Palaces],  and  that 
J.  E.  Smith  has  acquired  the  Herbarium  and  papers  of  Linnaeus. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  164-165 

1784  Nov.  18  He  has  sent  drawings  of  Asafoetida  by  Blagden  for 
publication  in  Phil.  Trans. ;  he  has  also  sent  drawings  to  Pallas. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  179 

1786  Feb.  6  *  He  has  learned  with  concern  that  H.  was  dissatisfied  with 
his  paper  on  Asafoetida  in  Phil.  Trans,  he  (B.)  took  great  pains  to  transmit 
it  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  botanists.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  224 

1786  Feb.  27  Thanks  B.  for  the  personal  trouble  he  took  in  bringing  his 
paper  on  Asafoetida  before  R.S.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  227 

1786  Aug.  22  Recommends  to  B.’s  notice  Archibald  Menzies  ( q.v .),  his 
former  pupil,  now  a  naval  surgeon.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  241 

D.T.C.  5.  44 

1786  Aug.  24  Thanks  B.  for  introducing  to  him  Mr.  Bush,  who  has 
visited  the  Botanic  Garden.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  242 


HOPE,  John 

1.  Craigie 
Hall 

2.  North 
Shields 


1782  Feb.  12  Describes  a  singular  tree  growing  in  the  grounds  of  Mr. 

Thornton  at  Brockhall,  near  Daventry.  R.S.  Letters,  1737-83.  23 

1782  Aug.  3  His  friend  Dr.  Hope  of  Edinburgh  informs  him  that  B. 
supposed  his  last  letter  came  from  the  Professor  of  Botany ;  explains  that 
he  is  “only  an  idle  gentleman”  who  once  met  B.  at  Lord  Hope’s  house  in 
London ;  he  sends  a  drawing  and  description  of  a  plant  that  grows  on  the 
fortifications  of  Tinmouth  (sic)  Castle,  the  powerful  odour  of  which 
exactly  resembles  that  of  a  fox;  again  recommends  B.  to  visit  Brockhall  to 
see  a  remarkable  tree  and  the  Eryngo  plants  said  to  be  descended  from  seed 
brought  by  the  Romans.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  164-165 


HORNEMANN,  Friedrich  Conrad  (1772-1800).  African  Traveller 

1.  Gottingen  1796  Dec.  7  Is  making  preparations  for  his  journey  in  the  service  of  the 
African  Assn. ;  is  learning  Arabic  and  studying  the  works  of  ancient  and 
modern  geographers  and  travellers  on  the  finding  of  longitudes,  etc. ;  has 
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2.  Soho  Square 


3.  [London] 


4.  High 
Holborn 


5.  Paris 


been  greatly  helped  in  his  studies,  especially  by  Dr.  Blumenbach  ( q.v .); 
asks  if  he  is  to  come  to  London  to  receive  his  instructions  before  setting 
out  for  Egypt.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  154 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  91-92 

1797  Jan.  6  *  The  Committee  of  the  African  Assn,  invites  him  to  come 
to  London  to  receive  his  instructions  and  to  meet  persons  conversant 
with  Egypt;  the  French  are  masters  of  the  Mediterranean  but  as  he  is  a 
neutral  he  can  pass  through  France  without  danger  of  detention;  has 
sent  £2°  to  Prof-  Blumenbach  for  his  expenses;  on  hearing  from  him, 
will  arrange  a  lodging  in  London.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  156 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  25-26 

1797  Mar.  20  At  meeting  of  Committee  of  the  African  Assn,  held  at 
Earl  of  Moira’s  house,  present :  Earl  of  Moira,  Bishop  of  Landaff  {sic), 
Andrew  Stuart  and  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Hornemann  attended  at  desire  of 
Committee;  resolved  that  during  his  residence  in  London,  cost  of  his 
lodging  (12s.  per  week)  and  personal  expenses  (i|  gns.  per  week)  be  paid  by 
Assn.,  who  will  also  purchase  instruments  and  other  requisites  for  the 
expedition;  instructions  given:  (1)  On  arrival  in  Cairo,  H.  will  take  up  his 
residence  with  some  convent,  and  live  there  without  divulging  to  any 
person  his  intentions  of  travelling;  (2)  he  should  remain  in  Cairo  and 
acquire  intimate  knowledge  of  Arabic  and  other  languages  likely  to  be 
useful  and  of  manners  and  customs,  especially  of  strangers  from  the 
Interior;  (3)  he  will  receive  annuity  of  £ 200  to  commence  from  arrival  in 
Cairo,  expenses  to  that  place  also  being  paid  by  Assn. ;  the  annuity  to  be 
paid  in  event  of  his  death  to  his  assigns  for  six  months  from  the  date  of 
the  last  letter  received  from  him  by  Assn. ;  (4)  B.  is  requested  to  make 
application  to  French  Govt,  for  passport  for  H.  to  enable  him  to  travel  to 
French  ports  in  Mediterranean,  whence  he  can  procure  passage  to  Egypt. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  27-29 

1797  June  2b  Encloses  a  memorandum  expressing  his  desires  that  £bo 
a  year  be  paid  to  his  mother  during  the  time  he  is  in  the  service  of  the 
Assn.,  or  in  case  of  her  death,  to  Prof.  Blumenbach  who  will  remit  to  his 
relations  and  procure  proper  receipts;  also  desires  that  if  there  is  any 
surplus  in  his  salary  after  such  drafts  as  he  may  draw  in  Africa,  it  may  be 
paid  to  his  mother,  and  if  he  shall  die  in  the  service  of  the  Assn,  that  his 
annuity  be  paid  to  his  mother,  or  to  his  relations  if  she  is  dead;  returns 
Major  Rennell’s  letter  and  that  of  M.  Charretie  as  desired. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  163-164 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  154-156 

1797  July  12  Embarked  at  Dover  in  a  neutral  vessel  and  has  arrived  in 
Paris ;  after  arranging  his  affairs  with  the  Minister  of  Police,  called  upon 
Lalande  who  was  very  helpful  and  presented  him  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Institut ;  has  made  many  useful  acquaintances,  including  Broussonet,  who 
introduced  him  to  du  Roche,  Consul-General  at  Tangier,  and  he  in  turn 
introduced  him  to  others;  his  most  useful  friend  is  a  Turkish  merchant  of 
Tripoli,  who  advised  against  the  plan  of  starting  for  the  interior  from 
Cairo  and  advised  the  route  by  Tripoli  and  Fezzan;  as  his  (H.’s)  instruc¬ 
tions  are  to  proceed  to  Cairo,  the  merchant  provided  a  letter  of  recom¬ 
mendation  to  one  of  his  friends  in  Cairo  who  is  acquainted  with  many 


Hornemann, 


6.  Marseilles 


7.  Alexandria 


8.  Alexandria 


9.  Alexandria 


10.  Cairo 


Friedrich  Conrad,  continued 

merchants  from  the  interior  of  Africa ;  in  this  letter,  written  in  Arabic,  he 
asks  his  friend  to  give  all  assistance  possible  in  Cairo,  to  give  introductions 
to  merchants  in  the  interior,  and  to  see  that  when  he  sets  out,  he  should 
travel  with  good  people;  this  introduction  is  very  valuable  as  being  from 
a  Mohammedan  to  Mohammedans ;  he  delivered  the  books  and  carried  out 
all  his  commissions  in  Paris.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  167 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  163-166 

1797  Aug.  —  [To  Bryan  Edwards,  Sec.  African  Assn.]  Has  been  at 
Marseilles  for  some  weeks  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  embark ;  Lalande 
gave  him  an  introduction  to  Thulis  at  the  Observatory,  and  his  bankers 
gave  letters  to  merchants,  and  he  is  especially  obliged  to  Rabaud  &  Co. ; 
ships  do  not  sail  from  here  to  Egypt,  but  to  Leghorn,  Smyrna  and  Cyprus ; 
he  has  chosen  the  latter  as  ships  often  sail  thence  to  Alexandria;  he  is 
advised  to  wait  for  the  Adelaide ,  Capt.  Baizetil,  which  will  sail  in  a  few 
days.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  173 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  in-112 

1797  Sept.  20  Gives  an  account  of  his  expenses,  and  bills  drawn;  on 
presenting  his  Letter  of  Credit  to  [George]  Baldwin  [British  Consul 
General],  he  was  told  that  he  had  no  business  connection  in  England  now, 
but  one  of  his  staff,  Mr.  Holton,  procured  another  merchant,  John  Pope- 
lani,  to  whom  he  has  given  a  bill  for  £5 3  drawn  on  Messrs.  [R.  &  W.]  Lee 
(. q.v .) ;  asks  him  to  advise  Messrs.  Lee  and  Ivatts,  his  agent ;  appends 
detailed  statement  of  account.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  179 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  126-128 

1797  Sept.  20  Describes  his  voyage  from  Marseilles  to  Cyprus,  where 
he  transhipped  into  a  Venetian  vessel  for  Alexandria ;  on  landing  he  called 
on  [George]  Baldwin  [British  Consul  General  in  Egypt] ;  he  is  proceeding 
at  once  to  Cairo.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  180 

1797  Sept.  21  [To  Bryan  Edwards.]  Describes  his  journey,  leaving 
Dover  31  July,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Paris,  staying  ten  days;  Lalande 
gave  him  valuable  introductions;  at  Marseilles  he  could  find  no  ship 
sailing  for  Egypt  so  took  a  French  ship  for  Cyprus,  leaving  on  nth  Aug. 
and  arriving  on  3 1  st ;  left  Cyprus  9th  Sept,  in  a  Venetian  vessel  and  reached 
Alexandria  on  the  13th;  he  met  the  British  Consul  who  invited  him  to 
stay  in  his  house,  and  gave  him  valuable  information  and  letters  to  a 
merchant  at  Rosetta  asking  him  to  provide  a  boat,  and  to  Carlo  Rosetti  in 
Cairo,  where  he  intends  to  lodge  in  a  convent;  is  now  departing  for 
Rosetta  and  thence  to  Cairo.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  181 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  181-184 

I797  Oct.  18  [To  Bryan  Edwards.]  He  left  Alexandria  on  21st  Sept,  and 
went  to  Rosetta,  whence  he  sailed  for  Cairo  on  the  23rd;  on  arrival  at 
Bulak,  he  went  at  once  to  Rosetti’s  country  house  and  was  hospitably 
invited  to  stay  there ;  he  had  the  company  of  Major  Schwartz  of  Gottingen 
and  Mr.  Hope,  with  whom  he  visited  the  Pyramids;  he  has  not  divulged 
to  anyone  but  Baldwin  the  object  of  his  journey ;  has  made  enquiries  about 
the  caravans;  they  come  from  Sennaar,  Darfur,  Siwah,  etc.,  but  no  one 
knows  of  any  from  Burnu  and  Kashna;  hopes  to  gain  more  information 
when  his  knowledge  of  Arabic  improves,  on  the  study  of  which  he  is 
busily  engaged;  suggests  that  arrangements  be  made  for  letters  to  be 
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transmitted  by  Smyrna  through  Messrs.  Lee,  because  Baldwin,  the 
Consul,  cannot  be  depended  upon.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  184 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  196-200 

11.  Soho  Square  1798  Jan.  16  *  All  his  letters  have  safely  arrived,  the  last,  of  18th  Oct., 

arrived  on  nth  Jan.;  his  salary  commenced  as  from  4th  Oct.  and  he  will 
remit  the  allowance  to  his  mother;  wishes  him  to  enquire  about  Dura, 
which  he  says  is  the  Zea  mais  of  Linnaeus,  but  other  botanists  who  have 
visited  Egypt  say  it  is  a  generic  term  for  several  species  of  Holcus ;  the 
Committee  are  well  satisfied  with  his  conduct,  but  wish  him  to  remain  in 
Cairo  until  he  can  speak  Arabic  fluently ;  though  grateful  for  the  hospitality 
of  Baldwin  and  Rosetti,  is  most  unwilling  that  they  should  know  the  real 
object  of  his  mission;  has  arranged  with  Messrs.  Lee  that  correspondence 
should  pass  through  their  house  at  Smyrna;  Park  has  returned  from  his 
expedition  to  the  interior;  he  passed  by  the  Gambia  to  within  14  days’ 
journey  of  Timbuctoo,  but  it  is  not  safe  for  a  Christian  to  enter  the  town; 
summary  of  his  discoveries ;  he  was  well  treated  by  pagan  negroes,  but  was 
ill  received  and  plundered  by  the  Arabs.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  165-167 

12.  [Cairo  1798  Sept.  1]  Regrets  he  has  been  unable  to  write  for  so  long  a  time, 

but  has  stated  his  reasons  in  his  letter  to  Bryan  Edwards ;  his  letters  are 
now  sent  through  Gen.  Bonaparte  who  has  promised  to  forward  them; 
travellers  are  regarded  with  suspicion  and  he  can  ask  no  direct  questions ; 
he  will  travel  in  the  guise  of  a  Mohammedan  merchant ;  the  starting  point 
for  the  interior  is  Fezzan,  but  it  must  be  approached  from  Tripoli,  the 
journey  from  there  being  less  difficult  than  from  Cairo;  asks  B.  to  write  to 
the  Consul  at  Tripoli  and  to  send  him  a  Letter  of  Credit;  regrets  B.’s 
displeasure  at  his  confiding  in  Baldwin  and  Rosetti ;  but  explains  that 
no  harm  has  been  done;  regrets  the  ill  luck  of  Mungo  Park  and  hopes  he 
will  succeed  later;  gives  particulars  of  bills  drawn;  messages  to  Germany. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35230.  48-50 

D.T.C.  11.  66-67 

13.  Tripoli  1799  Aug.  19  Before  leaving  Cairo  on  5th  Sept,  he  had  many  difficulties 

to  overcome;  his  friends  and  the  suite  of  Gen.  Bonaparte  (who  did  not 
expect  the  British  fleet  at  Alexandria  so  soon)  told  him  he  would  be  lost 
if  he  set  off  across  the  desert  through  the  hostility  of  the  Arabs;  but  he 
preferred  the  dangers  of  the  journey  to  remaining  any  longer  in  such 
disagreeable  circumstances  in  Cairo ;  he  took  with  him  a  German  Mameluk 
as  interpreter;  describes  the  journey  through  Siwah  to  Murzuk,  where  his 
interpreter  died;  description  of  the  town  and  inhabitants;  being  obliged 
to  stay  about  7  months  in  Fezzan,  he  thought  it  best  to  go  to  Tripoli  to  send 
news  to  the  Assn,  and  to  deliver  his  journals;  he  will  remain  in  Tripoli 
till  December,  writing  his  journal  and  preparing  for  his  journey;  details 
his  plans,  which  are  ultimately  to  reach  Timbuctoo;  gives  a  very  long 
description  of  the  countries  traversed  and  of  the  information  he  has 
collected.  D.T.C.  11.  265-274 

14.  Tripoli  1799  Oct.  3  Is  living  in  Tripoli  awaiting  the  departure  of  the  caravan; 

sends  copies  of  notes  he  has  collected  at  Fezzan  of  the  natives  of  the 
countries  he  will  visit;  has  only  one  copy  of  his  journal,  so  will  defer 
sending  it  till  the  next  vessel  sails;  has  had  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
money  and  wrote  to  [Perkins]  Magra,  Consul  at  Tunis,  but  was  able  to 
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15.  Tripoli 


16.  Murzuk 


17.  Murzuk 

18.  Murzuk 


get  the  promise  of  £100  from  an  English  broker  on  the  recommendation 
of  McDonough;  Simon  Lucas,  Consul  at  Tripoli,  has  returned;  Lucas 
formerly  travelled  for  the  African  Assn,  but  he  does  not  believe  his  excuses 
for  returning  to  England ;  asks  B.  to  write  to  [Perkins]  Magra,  in  case  he 
should  have  to  return  that  way,  and  requests  a  new  Letter  of  Credit  for 
£100 ;  states  the  sums  drawn  on  that  taken  from  London;  the  letter 
should  be  addressed  to  a  good  English  house  in  Tunis  and  in  Tripoli  to 
Mr.  McDonough  who  has  been  a  very  good  friend;  asks  B.  to  advance  a 
sum  to  his  mother.  D.T.C.  11.  293-296 

1799  Nov.  29  Sends  a  copy  of  his  journal  describing  the  journey  from 
Cairo  to  Fezzan,  and  a  description  of  the  latter;  asks  for  small  Bills  to 
Bearer  to  pay  letter-carriers;  as  the  English  broker  would  not  pay  him 
after  the  departure  of  McDonough,  he  was  obliged  to  resort  to  Simon 
Lucas,  and  sends  a  letter  of  advice  to  Messrs.  Lee ;  his  baggage  and  supplies 
have  been  sent  to  Fezzan;  plans  for  his  route;  expects  to  return  in  1802; 
has  met  again  his  Turkish  friend  of  Paris  in  1797.  [-See  No.  5.] 

D.T.C.  11.  324-328 

1800  Feb.  20  He  left  Tripoli  1st  Dec.  1799  and  arrived  here  20th  Jan. 
1800 ;  as  the  usual  route  to  the  Sudan  is  not  safe,  he  will  depart  about  15th 
March  for  Burnu  in  company  with  the  Bey  of  that  place,  who  is  a  friend. 

D.T.C.  12.  32 

1800  Feb.  20  [To  Simon  Lucas.]  Thanks  him  for  his  help  and  protection 
while  in  Tripoli.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  232 

D.T.C.  12.  66 

1800  Apl.  6  The  caravan  is  setting  out  for  Burnu  where  he  expects  to  stay 
till  Sept,  and  then  go  on  to  Kashna ;  he  wrote  on  24  Mar. ;  the  eyes  of 
children  with  smallpox  are  treated  with  tamarind;  venereal  disease  is 
treated  with  salt  and  Colocynth;  has  no  doubt  there  is  communication 
between  the  Niger  and  the  Nile ;  recently  a  richly  dressed  girl  was  thrown 
into  the  Niger  at  Burnu  [cf.  the  Egyptian  “Bride  of  the  Nile”];  believes 
the  western  communication  with  the  Sudan  is  greater  by  way  of  Nyffe 
and  Jerba  than  by  Fezzan.  R.  Geogr.  Soc.  Mus.  408.  (6) 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  235 


HORNEMANN,  Jens  Wilken  (1770-1841).  Botanist 
1.  Copenhagen  1819  Jan.  17  He  has  read  with  interest  the  journal  of  the  late  Prof. 

[Christen]  Smith  which  B.  has  published  [in  English,  by  the  African  Assn.] ; 
he  would  like  to  publish  the  original,  as  the  sense  in  the  translation  is 
sometimes  obscure ;  asks  if  Commodore  Bille  of  the  Royal  [Danish]  Navy 
might  be  allowed  to  see  the  original  in  B.’s  library  and  verify  the  doubtful 
passages.  [Smith,  a  Norwegian  botanist,  accompanied  Capt.  J.  K.  Tuckey 
on  his  expedition  up  the  Congo,  1815-1816,  and  died  there  of  fever; 
his  journal  was  also  published  in  Tuckey’s  Narrative,  1818.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  2 12-2 13 

HORNSBY,  Thomas,  F.R.S.  (1733-1810).  Astronomer 
1.  [Oxford  1781  Nov.  23]  Sends  a  statement  proving  that  in  his  opinion  the  new 
star  discovered  by  Herschel  is  a  Planet.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  no 

D.T.C.  2.  70-72 
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2.  [Soho 
Square] 


3.  [Oxford] 


Oxford 


1784  Nov.  19  *  Sends  a  pamphlet  on  a  new  Hygrometer;  the  Council  of 
R.S.  are  anxious  to  know  the  progress  of  the  printing  of  Dr.  Bradley’s 
Astronomical  Observations;  they  would  like  to  have  the  sheets  as  they 
are  printed  off  by  the  Clarendon  Press  for  the  use  of  the  Royal  Obser¬ 
vatory.  [ See  Price,  John,  Nos.  4,  5.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  180 

1784  Nov.  25  Replies  that  the  progress  of  printing  Dr.  Bradley’s  Obser¬ 
vations  has  been  delayed  by  his  ill-health;  the  R.S.  has  always  presented 
the  Phil.  Trans,  to  the  Bodleian  Library,  but  none  has  been  received  since 
1780;  as  copies  of  Cook’s  Voyages  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  booksellers, 
asks  B.  to  procure  a  set  for  him.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  183-184 

1784  Dec.  12  He  hears  that  Cook’s  Voyages  are  now  being  sold  at 
enhanced  prices;  remarks  on  the  printing  of  Bradley’s  Observations;  he 
recommended  the  printing  of  the  observations  made  with  the  new  instru¬ 
ments  from  1750  to  1762.  [With  notes  by  B.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  186-187 


HORSLEY,  Rev.  Samuel,  F.R.S.  (1733-1806).  Mathematician,  afterwards  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 

1.  Bryanston  1781  Jan.  11  Encloses  copy  of  a  letter  he  has  addressed  to  the  President 

Square  and  Council  of  R.S.,  asking  for  permission  to  borrow  certain  manuscripts 

of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  for  leave  for  Basire  to  engrave  two  drawings; 
sends  this  for  B.’s  advance  information  so  that  the  matter  can  be  promptly 
settled,  and  not  delay  the  printing  his  edition  of  Newton’s  works. 
[Opera  quae  exstant  omnia ,  5  vols.  1779-1785.]  D.T.C.  2.  5-6 

2.  [Soho  Square  1781  Jan.  11]  *  Sees  no  reason  why  the  manuscripts  should  not  be  lent, 

but  must  enquire  into  the  precedents,  and  follow  them;  as  a  well-wisher  of 
his  work,  will  give  all  the  assistance  he  can  with  propriety. 

D.T.C.  2.  7 


HOSACK,  David  (1769-1835).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  New  York  1818  Oct.  28  Sends  B.  new  publications  and  thanks  him  for  those 

received;  is  sending  18  Seckle  Pear-trees  together  with  drawings  of  their 
fruit,  to  the  Horticultural  Society,  and  hopes  they  will  thrive  there  as 
there  is  no  pear  even  in  France  to  equal  them.  Brabourne,  115-116 

2.  New  York  1819  Jan.  16  Informs  B.  of  books  dispatched  for  him,  also  of  botanical 

papers  for  [J.  E.]  Smith  and  books  for  the  Horticultural  Society,  all  of 
which  have  been  directed  to  B.  Brabourne,  1 30-131 

HOST,  Nicolaus  Thomas  (1761-1834).  Botanist 

1.  Soho  Square  1812  Feb.  25  *  Was  pleased  to  hear  from  Adamich  that  H.  and  his 
father  are  all  well  in  spite  of  the  terrible  times  they  have  passed  through; 
returns  thanks  for  the  books  sent,  which  are  the  more  acceptable  as  no 
books  have  been  received  from  Germany  for  years,  although  a  few  still 
come  from  France;  the  death  of  Dryander  is  an  irreparable  loss;  his  place 
has  been  taken  by  [Robert]  Brown  who  travelled  with  Flinders  and  Bauer; 
gives  news  of  Aiton  and  the  fine  state  of  the  Royal  Gardens;  a  botanist, 
lately  collecting  in  China  [William  Kerr  (q.v.)~\,  has  been  sent  to  superintend 
the  gardens  in  Ceylon,  and  to  send  plants  to  Kew. 

Dawson  MS.  46.  39-40 
D.T.C.  18.  146-147 
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HOVE,  Anton  Pantaleon1.  (fl.  1785-1798).  Botanical  Collector.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  St.  Thomas  1786  Jan.  31  Sends  seeds  collected;  the  dryness  of  the  season  has 

reduced  the  vegetation ;  is  proceeding  to  Angola  and  thence  southwards. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  223 

2.  [St.  Thomas  1786  Jan.  31]  List  of  species  enclosed  in  above  letter,  endorsed  by  B., 

“Seeds  sent  home  by  Howe.  Recd  May  3.  1786”.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  231 

3.  Portsmouth  1786  Aug.  1  His  collections  having  been  detained  by  Customs  officers, 
his  return  to  London  is  delayed,  but  has  written  to  Nepean. 

Kezv:  B.C.  1.  236 

1787  Jan.  7  *  Instructions  for  collecting  plants,  especially  new  and 
curious  species,  for  H.M.  Botanic  Gardens  at  Kew  and  to  carry  out  his 
duties  in  the  same  manner  as  he  did  when  he  entered  on  a  similar  service 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.  [The  two  copies  are  not  verbally  identical;  on  the 
back  of  the  R.S.  copy,  B.  has  written  “He  set  out  on  2  April  1787  on 
board  the  Warren  Hastings ”,  13  pp.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  61 

D.T.C.  5.  122-127 

1787  July  21  Left  India  in  Feb.  by  a  Danish  ship ;  on  reaching  the  Cape, 
the  Capt.  heard  of  war  between  Denmark  and  Sweden  and  is  waiting  for 
convoy;  asks  B.  to  send  a  boat  from  Dover  to  collect  the  plants  when  the 
ship  proceeds  to  Denmark.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  278 

1795  Sept.  20  His  collecting  has  been  prevented  by  revolution  in  Poland 

and  his  collections  destroyed;  for  political  reasons  has  taken  refuge  in 
Russia,  and  is  to  be  employed  on  the  Turkish  border;  sends  seeds  by 
bearer.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  128 

1796  Aug.  15  Sends  specimen  and  a  long  description  of  a  new  species  of 

Azalea ,  from  which  the  natives  make  a  drink  like  tea  and  a  medicine  for 
sick  animals.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  147 

HOWARD,  Sir  George,  K.B.  (1720-1796).  Field-Marshal 

1.  Stoke  Place  1787  June  17  Chelsea  College  is  not  a  hospital  for  the  sick,  but  a  refuge 

for  old  soldiers;  has  written  to  the  Governor  asking  him  to  give  information 
and  facilities  for  B.’s  visitors  [Tenon  and  Coulomb  (qq.v.)\. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  276 

2.  [Soho  1787  June  19*  The  mistake  in  description  was  due  to  the  Commissioners 

Square]  on  hospitals  sent  by  the  French  Academy,  to  which  body  B.  wishes  to 

show  every  courtesy;  returns  thanks  for  H.’s  assistance. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  276.  (2) 

HOWARD,  Philip 

1.  Strasbourg  1783  Oct.  10  Sends  a  memorandum  on  a  simple  method  by  which 
several  important  queries  relative  to  the  force  of  ascension  and  the  velocity 
of  balloons  may  be  solved.  R.S.  Letters,  1737-83,  24 

HOWE,  Mrs.  (Miss)  [?  Maria  Juliana  (fl.  1770-1820)] 

1.  Grafton  1802  Feb.  28  Encloses  letter  from  Capt.  Hunter  [see  Hunter,  John  (of 
Street  N.S.W.),  No.  18]  and  asks  for  B.’s  advice;  is  very  grateful  for  what  he  has 

already  done.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  260 

1  The  name  of  this  man,  a  Pole,  seems  to  have  given  difficulty  to  his  contemporaries,  and  it  is  very  variously  spelt — 
Howe,  Awe,  Au,  etc. 


4.  [Soho 
Square] 


5.  Norge 


6.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 


7.  Odessa 
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HOWICK,  Viscount— See  Grey,  Charles. 


HUDDART,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (1740-1816).  Hydrographer 

1.  Highbury  1793  Aug.  9  Has  been  to  Boston  and  spent  a  day  in  a  boat  to  the  Deeps 

where  he  took  setts  to  determine  the  position  of  the  buoys,  etc.,  by  which 
he  will  be  able  to  plan  the  banks,  sands,  etc.,  lying  westward  of  Boston 
Deeps;  no  harm  can  happen  to  navigation  by  the  junction  of  the  two 
rivers ;  the  present  accumulation  of  sand  will  increase,  and  as  there  is  no 
channel  from  Boston,  the  passage  used  by  ships  is  not  covered  till  after 
flood  tide;  will  report  in  due  course.  D.T.C.  8.  240-241 

2.  [Revesby  1793  Aug.  1 1]  *  Thanks  him  for  his  opinion  on  the  navigation  of  Boston 

Abbey  and  that  no  harm  can  happen  to  it  by  diverting  the  course  of  the  Welland 

and  joining  it  to  the  Witham.  D.T.C.  8.  242 

3.  Allenby  1793  Sept.  2  Sends  his  report  and  drawings  for  the  improvement  of 

navigation  at  Boston;  considers  the  neighbouring  country  should  contribute 
to  the  cost  of  the  cut,  as  it  will  benefit  by  it  and  the  present  trade  of  Boston 
and  Spalding  is  hardly  sufficient  to  bear  the  whole  burden;  port  charges 
for  shipping  are  heavy,  and  the  better  the  facilities,  the  less  the  danger  and 
delay;  the  principal  factors  that  give  one  port  superiority  over  others; 
Boston  is  well  situated  for  inland  trade  and  if  its  harbour  were  improved 
the  trade  will  considerably  increase.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  102 

D.T.C.  8.  252-253 


HUGHES,  Thomas.  Gardener 

1.  Calcutta  1790  Nov.  20  [Copy  by  B.  of  letter  to  J.  Stables].  Reports  on  the  state 
of  various  plants  (Coffee,  Pepper,  etc.)  in  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Calcutta. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  23 

HULME,  Nathaniel,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1732-1807).  Physician 

1.  Hatton  1768  Aug.  1  Gives  particulars  of  the  casks  containing  Orange  and  Lemon 

Garden  juice  sent  by  order  of  Dr.  Fothergill;  states  the  contents  of  the  three 

casks,  one  containing  evaporated  Lemon  juice,  the  second  Orange  juice 
and  Brandy  and  the  third  Lemon  juice  and  Brandy;  gives  directions  for 
the  proper  tapping  and  storage  of  the  casks ;  recommends  spare  casks  to  be 
taken  in  order  that  supplies  may  be  made  if  the  ship  calls  at  any  places 
where  the  fruits  grow;  gives  directions  also  for  brewing  beer  and  recom¬ 
mends  taking  a  supply  of  Molasses,  Chio  and  Strasbourg  Turpentine  for 
the  purpose.  D.T.C.  Journ.  1.  146A 

HUMBOLDT,  Friedrich  Heinrich  Alexander,  Baron  von,  F.R.S.  (1769-1859).  Traveller  and 
Naturalist 

1.  Hamburg  1790  Oct.  18  Sends  B.  his  work  on  mineralogy  just  published  [ Minera - 

logische  Beobachtungen,  etc.,  1790];  the  basalt  formations  on  the  Rhine; 
his  observations  have  been  published  in  Crell’s  Annals'. ;  has  been  unable 
to  do  much  botanical  work  lately.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  318-319 

2.  Freiberg  1797  June  20  Sends  B.  the  first  vol.  of  his  physiological  work  on  the 

irritation  of  the  muscular  fibres  and  their  chemical  affinity;  Sommering 
and  Blumenbach  are  much  interested  in  this  investigation;  his  whole 
time  is  devoted  to  chemistry,  meteorology  and  anatomy;  is  returning  to 
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Humboldt,  Friedrich  Heinrich  Alexander  von,  continued 

Italy  for  instruction  by  Volta  and  Scarpa  on  volcanoes,  in  preparation  for 
his  intended  journey  to  W.  Indies  to  continue  his  investigations  in  a  hot 
climate;  hopes  B.  will  give  him  introductions  in  W.  Indies;  the  bearer  is 
Dr.  Scherer,  a  very  able  chemist.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  455-456 

3.  [Soho  Square  1798  Mar.  — ]  *  Returns  thanks  for  gift  of  physiological  works  [Ingen- 

housz  and  Humboldt,  Einleitung  .  .  .  Pflanzenphysiologie,  1798];  the  pro¬ 
posed  journey  to  W.  Indies.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  258 

4.  Paris  1798  Aug.  15  Is  gratified  that  B.  has  displayed  an  interest  in  his  recent 

works  that  he  dared  not  to  expect;  Pictet  will  describe  his  (H.’s)  method 
of  air  analysis;  notes  on  Ingenhousz’s  theory  of  the  oxidation  of  the  soil; 
the  absorbtive  properties  of  clay,  and  soil  fertility;  he  asks  B.’s  advice 
about  his  prospective  journey  to  Egypt,  Palestine  and  Greece;  asks  if  a 
safe-conduct  could  be  given  to  his  companion  Bonpland  in  case  of  trouble 
at  sea  with  an  English  ship ;  if  this  cannot  be  done,  asks  for  introductions 
to  the  British  Consuls  in  the  Levant.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  71-72 

5.  Cumana  1800  Nov.  15  Has  sent  B.  through  N.  America  some  seeds  for  Kew;  has 

just  returned  from  a  journey  in  some  of  the  least  known  parts  of  S. 
America;  description  of  the  route  of  1200  miles;  suffered  much  by  in¬ 
cessant  rain,  etc.,  but  was  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  many  new  plants 
and  animals;  Bonpland,  a  pupil  of  Jussieu  and  Desfontaines,  was  an  able 
companion;  they  determined  the  latitude  and  longitude  in  54  places; 
description  of  these  observations  and  notes  on  many  of  the  plants  and 
substances  discovered;  was  made  prisoner  recently  by  H.M.S.  Hawke ,  but 
the  Captain,  John  Miller  Gamier,  one  of  Vancouver’s  companions, 
treated  him  with  great  kindness ;  asks  for  a  letter  of  recommendation  from 
the  Board  of  Longitude  or  R.S.,  sent  via  Havana  or  Madrid;  is  proceeding 
to  Mexico  and  the  Philippines.  [French.] 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  73-74 

6.  Paris  1805  Feb.  23  Has  just  heard  that  B.  has  offered  to  return  to  him  a  box 

of  minerals  that  was  captured  on  a  Spanish  ship ;  if  they  are  of  interest  to 
B.  he  asks  him  to  dispose  of  them  as  he  wishes;  will  sort  out  the  plants 
from  the  Orinoco  and  the  Andes  he  intends  for  B.’s  collection;  he  has  three 
works  in  the  press  on  his  equinoctial  plants,  physical  maps  of  the  equinoctial 
regions  and  his  observations  on  zootomy;  if  B.  wishes  for  information  on 
the  minerals,  he  will  supply  it  as  quickly  as  possible.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  391-392 

7.  Paris  1809  July  10  Offers  B.  the  publications  of  the  results  of  his  labours  and 

travels  which  will  shortly  be  sent  off;  his  work  on  Mexico,  his  survey  of 
the  Andes,  and  the  continuation  of  his  Zoology ;  he  is  not  now  sending  the 
Plantes  equinoxiales  as  he  does  not  yet  know  whether  the  parcel  that 
Bonpland  had  dispatched  has  reached  B. ;  has  depleted  his  fortune  by  his 
long  expedition,  and  is  sacrificing  what  remains  on  publication  as  he  can 
obtain  no  advance  from  his  government;  undaunted  in  will  and  courage, 
he  is  planning  an  expedition  to  Western  [now  Chinese]  Turkestan  and, 
if  possible,  the  Tibetan  plateau;  is  working  with  Gay-Lussac  and  Thenard 
on  the  respiration  of  fishes,  and  part  of  their  results  have  been  published. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  43-44 
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8.  Paris 

1809  July  10  [To  R.S.]  Sends  the  collected  observations  on  Astronomy 

of  Altmann;  also  offers  his  own  works  on  the  inland  regions  of  America; 
the  second  paper  is  a  memoir  on  physics,  caloric,  etc.,  and  the  third  is  a 
barometric  survey  of  the  Andes  and  Mexico,  with  observations  on  the 

geology  there.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  42 

HUMBOLDT,  Karl  Wilhelm,  Baron  von  (1767-1835).  Orientalist  and  Diplomatist 


1.  Konigsberg 

1809  Dec.  4  Asks  for  copies  of  the  Abyssinian  translation  of  the  Song 

of  Songs,  brought  back  by  Bruce  from  his  travels,  and  would  prefer  a 
facsimile  if  possible;  Prof.  Vater  of  Konigsberg  Univ.,  who  is  an  authority 
on  the  language,  can  make  good  use  of  it ;  writes  as  Director  of  the  Dept, 
of  Public  Instruction ;  payment  can  be  made  through  the  Consul  in  London. 

[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  48-49 

HUMPHREYS,  David  (1752-1818).  American  Author 


1.  Boston, 
U.S.A. 

1817  May  1  Describes  the  progress  of  education  and  the  encouragement 

of  it  in  Connecticut  and  the  New  England  states;  large  grants  have  been 
made  for  the  establishment  of  schools,  but  the  College  depends  mainly  on 
private  patronage;  Yale  College,  named  after  its  principal  benefactor, 
in  spite  of  all  obstacles  has  reached  the  highest  eminence  and  has  educated 
many  notable  characters;  mentions  the  portraits  of  benefactors,  Dean 
Berkley,  Elihu  Yale,  George  I,  Trumbull;  the  chemical  laboratories, 
mineral  collections,  etc. ;  the  debt  owed  to  the  late  President,  Dr.  [Timothy] 
Dwight ;  hopes  to  visit  England  next  year ;  has  given  letters  of  introduction 
to  B.  to  Ticknor  and  Everett,  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  who 
are  visiting  Europe.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8958.  49-52 

HUNTER,  Alexander,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1729-1809).  Physician 


1.  York 

1774  Dec.  24  Has  asked  Miller  to  wait  on  B.  with  his  sketch  of  the  Oak 

in  flower;  his  notes  are  to  be  inserted  at  the  end  of  [H.’s  edition  of 
Evelyn’s]  Sylva,  so  as  not  to  delay  printing;  thanks  B.  for  his  help  in 
scientific  botany.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  47 

2.  York 

1775  Dec.  3  Requests  B.  to  correct  Miller’s  tables  and  plates. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  55 

3.  York 

1775  Dec.  25  Thanks  B.  for  his  judicious  corrections;  regrets  that  Miller 

refused  to  wait  upon  B. ;  arrangements  for  subscriptions  and  for  an  edition 
de  luxe.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  56 

4.  York 

1786  Apl.  15  Has  examined  Drake’s  papers,  but  found  nothing  relating 

to  Lincoln;  B.’s  proposed  history  of  the  County;  Sir  Thomas  Frankland 
( q.v .)  is  busy  with  his  agriculture  and  building.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  229 

D.T.C.  5.  28 

5.  York 

1786  May  16  Mentions  an  ancient  MS.:  the  register  of  the  priory  of 

Bridlington,  which  contains  much  relating  to  the  county  of  Lincoln;  it 
belongs  to  the  Rev.  [William]  Dade,  who  will  transcribe  the  relevant 

portions  if  desired.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  233 

HUNTER,  John  (1728-1793).  Surgeon  and  Anatomist 

1.  Jermyn  1780  Feb.  17  His  brother,  William  Hunter,  F.R.S.,  claims  priority  for 

Street  his  discovery  of  the  mode  of  foetal  nutrition  against  his  own  claim  for  the 

same.  R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  7.  140 
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2.  [London  1781  — ]  He  desires  to  read  part  of  his  paper  on  the  Ears  of  Fishes  at 


3.  [London 

R.S.  so  that  it  may  be  printed,  as  he  fears  he  will  be  robbed  of  his  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  external  opening  in  the  Rays  and  other  species. 

D.T.C.  2.  17 

1781  — ]  Has  written  what  he  knows  of  Sweeming  of  the  Lungs;  his 

brother  [William  Hunter]  has  fuller  knowledge  on  the  subject;  asks  B.  to 
make  what  alterations  he  pleases.  D.T.C.  2.  18 

4.  Jermyn 
Street 

1781  July  25  The  last  [Croonian]  lecture  on  Muscular  Motion  was  the 

fifth;  Sir  John  Pringle  desired  him  to  apply  for  the  fee  which  he  did,  but 
did  not  receive  it;  B.  has  also  desired  him  to  apply,  which  he  has  done,  to 
[Samuel]  Wegg  [Treasurer,  R.S.]  and  to  [John]  Robertson  [Clerk,  R.S.], 
but  has  “been  shifted  from  one  to  the  other”;  thinks  it  is  his  duty  to 
inform  B.  of  this.  D.T.C.  2.  19 

5.  [Leicester 
Square] 

1787  Apl.  10  Has  been  draining  the  pond  [at  Earl’s  Court]  and  fishing 

for  pearls,  of  which  he  sends  specimens ;  the  [molluscs]  on  which  he  experi¬ 
mented  are  dead,  but  he  has  others  alive  which  he  will  submit  for  ex¬ 
periments  and  hopes  to  get  larger  pearls;  has  lately  got  a  “Tall  Man” 
which  he  hopes  to  show  to  B.  next  summer.  [This  may  refer  to  the  skeleton 
of  Charles  Byrne,  the  Irish  Giant,  that  Hunter  acquired  in  1783.] 

D.T.C.  5.  156 

6.  Leicester 
Square 

1792  Feb.  21  Submits  a  paper  for  R.S.  on  the  Natural  History  of  the  Bee, 

containing  the  results  of  observations  and  experiments  carried  on  at 
intervals  for  the  last  twenty  years;  owing  to  the  length  of  the  paper,  he 
has  omitted  the  section  on  the  management  of  bees ;  having  closely  studied 
this  type  of  insect,  he  intends  later  to  write  a  paper  on  the  Wasp  and  the 
Hornet.  D.T.C.  8.  n-12 

HUNTER,  John  (1738-1821).  Governor  of  New  South  Wales 

1.  Sydney  1795  Oct.  12  Having  escaped  the  enemy’s  cruisers,  he  arrived  on  7th 


2.  Sydney 

Sept. ;  having  heard  reports  of  distress  in  the  colony  since  he  left  it,  he 
was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  good  conditions  generally  prevailed; 
livestock  thrives  much  better  in  the  hands  of  individuals  than  of  Govern¬ 
ment;  progress  of  cultivation  in  suitable  sites;  all  the  cattle  (5  cows  and 
2  bulls)  lost  in  1788,  made  their  way  to  a  spot  on  the  Hawkesbury  River, 
have  been  rediscovered  and  have  multiplied  to  form  a  large  herd. 

D.T.C.  9.  246-251 

1795  Dec.  21  Has  acquainted  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  the  recovery  of 

the  lost  cattle ;  he  went  with  a  party  and  found  the  herd  in  a  place  about 
50  miles  from  Sydney;  the  hill  from  which  the  herd  was  first  seen  he  has 
named  Mount  Taurus,  from  the  powerful  and  fierce  leader  of  the  herd 
that  they  were  obliged  to  shoot  in  self-defence.  D.T.C.  9.  269-272 

3.  Sydney 

1 796  Aug.  20  The  wheat  harvest  was  good,  yielding  about  40,000  bushels, 

and  maize  also  yielded  well ;  has  visited  Broken  Bay  and  went  by  boat  up 
the  Hawkesbury  River  to  inspect  the  settlements  there,  which  were  found 
to  be  prosperous;  the  settlers  are  frequently  robbed  by  escaped  convicts 
and  natives,  and  have  had  to  be  armed  in  self-defence;  description  of  the 
scenery  of  the  district  which  is  luxuriant,  and  like  the  banks  of  the  Nile 
in  richness,  but  parts  have  been  cultivated  that  are  liable  to  flooding;  coal 
has  been  discovered  in  the  bed  of  the  Grose  River;  is  sending  B.  specimens 
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from  this  and  other  localities ;  after  inspecting  the  farms  he  proceeded  to 
Parramatta;  sends  a  chart  of  the  district  and  this  letter  by  Capt.  Paterson 
who  is  returning  to  England.  D.T.C.  io  (2).  12-19 

4.  Sydney  1797  Mar.  30  Has  sent  dried  plants  and  seeds  to  B.  by  Britannia  in  Sept. 

last;  the  summer  has  been  very  hot,  with  severe  thunderstorms;  much 
damage  has  been  caused  to  crops  by  the  spreading  of  bush-fires;  cattle 
have  had  to  be  fed  on  corn  because  the  pasturage  has  been  burnt  up ;  the 
drought  was  succeeded  by  heavy  rain,  but  the  wheat  harvest  was  fairly 
good;  many  of  the  farms  are  in  the  hands  of  worthless  tenants  who  are 
unfitted  for  agriculture;  his  task  daily  becomes  more  difficult  owing  to 
abuses  and  disregard  of  the  regulations  set  up  by  Governor  Phillip ;  a  long 
recital  of  the  prevalent  evils,  particularly  the  traffic  in  spirits,  the  misdeeds 
of  profligate  settlers  and  the  measures  he  has  introduced  in  the  effort  to 
control  them.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  77-92 

5.  Soho  Square  1797  Mar.  30  #  Congratulates  him  on  the  state  of  the  colony  and  on  his 
energy  and  zeal ;  has  great  faith  in  its  future ;  when  times  are  more  pros¬ 
perous,  he  intends  to  ask  the  King  to  send  out  a  botanist;  the  political 
situation — “Pit  rules,  Fox  grumbles,  the  French  beat  all  whom  they 
attack,  and  the  King  of  Prussia  threatens  all  who  assist  the  Emperor”; 
mentions  the  death  of  the  Empress  of  Russia;  “I  am  no  politician”. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  93-95 

1797  Aug.  1  Describes  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove  with  a  cargo  from 
Calcutta  and  the  sufferings  of  the  survivors,  most  of  the  ship’s  company 
having  perished;  from  the  report  of  the  Master,  Capt.  Hamilton,  it  seems 
that  Van  Diemen’s  Land  is  an  island  and  he  urges  that  Government 
should  send  out  a  Surveyor  with  proper  vessels  to  explore  the  coast;  has 
sent  a  small  collection  of  seeds  and  dried  plants;  living  plants  cannot  be 
sent,  owing  to  war  conditions ;  a  tree  has  been  discovered  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hawkesbury,  about  70  feet  high,  the  bark  of  which  makes  excellent 
cordage.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  105-110 

1797  Aug.  15  Has  sent  an  expedition  by  boat  to  investigate  the  coal 
discovered ;  the  party  consisting  of  Bass,  Surgeon  of  the  Reliance,  the 
supercargo  of  the  wrecked  ship  and  some  of  his  Lascars ;  they  returned  in 
eight  days  and  brought  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  of  three  different 
kinds,  specimens  of  which  he  now  sends;  intends  shortly  to  recover  the 
wild  herd  [see  Nos.  1,  2]  and  then  visit  the  coal  region. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  1 1 3—1 14 

1798  Mar.  12  [To  George  Chalmers  ( q.v .).  Extract  in  B.’s  handwriting.] 
The  land  yields  well,  the  livestock  and  human  population  are  healthy  and 
prolific;  had  the  colony  been  peopled  by  honest  and  industrious  settlers, 
its  cost  to  the  Mother  Country  would  be  small;  every  kind  of  fruit  and 
vegetable  grows  well,  and  had  their  cultivation  been  more  seriously  at¬ 
tended  to  from  the  beginning,  the  yield  would  have  been  abundant. 

D.T.C.  11.  60 

1798  Mar.  12/July  25  Greatly  regrets  the  sending  to  the  colony  of  large 
numbers  of  Irish  convicts,  a  turbulent  and  lawless  element  which  has  done 
incalculable  harm;  robbery  and  plunder  are  frequent;  a  party  of  them 
lately  stole  two  boats  to  make  their  escape,  and  two  armed  vessels  were 
sent  in  pursuit,  but  without  success;  the  harvest  has  been  good  in  spite 
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of  careless  husbandry;  the  cattle  running  wild  now  number  about  150 
head ;  sends  a  chart  showing  the  insularity  of  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  [George] 
Bass  having  coasted  in  a  whale  boat ;  has  lately  sent  a  schooner  to  take  off 
the  crew  and  effects  of  a  ship  wrecked  there,  and  sent  in  it  Lieut.  [Matthew] 
Flinders  ( q.v .)  of  the  Reliance  with  directions  to  make  observations ;  en¬ 
closes  an  account  of  the  live-stock,  which  it  is  folly  to  place  in  charge  of 
worthless  convicts,  who  commit  depredations.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  240-248 
1798  Aug.  5  An  animal  has  been  found  on  the  island  upon  which  the 
Sydney  Cove  was  wrecked  [see  No.  6] ;  he  has  preserved  it  in  spirit  and 
sent  it  to  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Soc.  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  of 
which  he  is  an  Hon.  Member,  but  has  addressed  it  to  B.  that  he  may 
first  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  it,  together  with  a  drawing  made 
while  it  was  alive;  it  is  called  by  the  natives  Womback  [Wombat,  Phas- 
colomys  ursinus ] ;  sends  also  the  skins  of  a  pair  of  birds  resembling  the 
Bird  of  Paradise.  D.T.C.  n.  26-27 

1798  Dec.  13  *  Introduces  George  Caley  ( q.v .),  a  botanist  and  practical 
gardener;  he  will  be  rationed  out  of  public  stores,  but  his  wages  will  be 
paid  by  B.;  asks  H.  to  provide  him  with  such  necessaries  as  he  requires 
and  draw  bills  for  the  amounts  spent.  D.T.C.  n.  120-121 

12.  Soho  Square  1799  Feb.  1  *  Thanks  him  for  the  full  information  he  has  sent  from 

time  to  time  and  for  the  seeds  and  plants  which  arrived  safely;  regrets 
that  the  colony  is  in  such  a  bad  state ;  owing  to  their  preoccupation  with 
the  war  he  is  unable  to  obtain  an  audience  with  H.M.  Ministers ;  urges  him 
to  perseverance  in  his  difficult  task ;  has  written  a  separate  letter  of  recom¬ 
mendation  for  George  Caley;  a  considerable  number  of  useful  plants  is 
being  sent  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony,  including  grape-vines;  the  man 
in  charge  of  these  plants  is  coming  out  as  a  settler,  and  he  is  capable, 
industrious  and  honest;  two  convicts,  brothers  named  Wilkinson,  from 
his  neighbourhood  in  Lincolnshire,  are  being  sent  out ;  recommends  them 
to  H.’s  attention,  as  they  will  make  amends  if  given  encouragement. 

D.T.C.  n.  187-189 

13.  Sydney  1800  Apl.  5  Describes  the  disasters  in  the  Hawkesbury  River  settlement 

caused  by  torrential  rain  and  floods  which  have  swept  away  most  of  the 
harvest  and  prevented  securing  the  next  crop ;  there  is  a  shortage  of  food, 
but  he  is  most  anxious  to  prevent  slaughtering  of  live-stock  for  food; 
the  Irish  convicts  continue  to  give  endless  trouble ;  the  necessary  rationing 
of  food  has  led  to  robberies  of  sheep,  pigs,  goats  and  poultry;  Governor 
King  has  arrived  to  succeed  him  and  he  will  therefore  return  to  England 
as  soon  as  possible.  D.T.C.  12.  61-64 

14.  Nottingham  1802  Jan.  15  Has  in  vain  asked  for  an  enquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the 

Place  colony  during  his  term  of  office,  but  his  request  has  been  ignored ;  he  did 

not  ask  for  B.’s  intervention  because  he  felt  sure  justice  would  be  done  to 
him;  in  his  interview  with  Lords  Pelham  and  Hobart  he  offered  to  lay 
before  them  some  of  the  causes  of  the  high  cost  of  the  colony  and  of  the 
prevailing  abuses  there;  has  had  some  copies  of  his  statement  privately 
printed  and  sends  one  for  B.’s  perusal;  had  he  known  that  his  office 
was  wanted  for  another  interest,  he  would  have  resigned  long  ago  from 
the  difficult  task  of  maintaining  the  order  and  prosperity  of  the  Colony. 

D.T.C.  13.  6-9 


10.  Sydney 


11.  [Soho 
Square] 
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15.  40  Cornhill 


16.  Soho  Square 


17.  Cornhill 


18.  Soho  Square 


1802  Feb.  22  Has  failed  to  obtain  any  consideration  from  the  Crown  for 
his  future  subsistence  after  his  arduous  and  difficult  task,  in  which  he 
received  no  help  and  encouragement  from  home;  asks  B.  to  use  his 
influence  with  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  the  requests  he  made  by  letter 
to  Lord  Hobart  may  be  attended  to;  has  had  a  statement  printed  and 
encloses  a  copy.  D.T.C.  13.  32-34 

1802  Feb.  23  *  Acknowledges  his  letter  and  the  printed  sheet  enclosed; 
the  terms  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  conduct  of  the  department  of  Govern¬ 
ment  in  charge  of  the  colony  are  not  likely  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the 
chief  of  it  nor  induce  him  to  grant  the  favour  solicited.  D.T.C.  13.  35 
1802  Feb.  25  Regrets  that  the  tone  of  his  printed  leaflet  is  thought 
improper  by  B. ;  his  motive  in  writing  it  was  to  state  his  case  clearly  and 
point  out  the  injustice  done  to  him ;  he  warmly  desires  an  investigation  into 
his  conduct  as  Governor,  and  never  intended  any  disrespect  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland ;  requests  B.  to  peruse  the  enclosed  draft  of  his  reply  to  an 
anonymous  letter  received  in  His  Grace’s  office,  to  which  it  seems  great 
importance  is  attached.  D.T.C.  13.  36-38 

1802  Feb.  27  *  Returns  the  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
he  can  never  believe  that  His  Grace  gave  any  credit  to  the  anonymous 
information  he  is  at  such  pains  to  disprove ;  he  did  not  say  that  he  thought 
the  terms  of  the  printed  sheet  improper,  but  he  thinks  them  imprudent; 
suggests  that  he  discusses  the  matter  with  his  friend  Mrs.  Howe  ( q.v .), 
whose  opinion,  he  is  sure  will  coincide  with  his  own.  D.T.C.  13.  44 


HUNTER,  William,  F.R.S.  (1718-1783).  Surgeon  and  Anatomist 

1.  [London  1772  May — ]#  Understands  from  Elmsley  [bookseller]  that  he  is 

delivering  to  H.  a  set  of  De  Buffon’s  “Planche  illumine”  [ Planches 
enluminees ]  and  requests  that  he  may  have  it  to  take  abroad  with  him. 

Hunter -Baillie  Coll.  1.  155.  (129) 

2.  London  1782  June  25  Opinion  in  the  case  of  Ann  Cook,  accused  of  child- 

murder;  her  defence  was  that  the  child  had  never  lived. 

Halliday,  208.  405 


HUNTER,  William  (1755-1812).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Georgetown,  1802  Dec.  28  Sends  drawings  and  descriptions  of  twelve  plants,  perhaps 
P.  of  W.  Isd.  new  genera;  will  not  publish  them  himself  but  leave  it  to  B.  to  do  so; 

proposes  a  comprehensive  work  under  the  auspices  of  H.E.I.  Co. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  283 


HURST,  Rev.  Thomas 

1.  Cheadle  1802  July  22  Enquires  on  behalf  of  a  friend  B.’s  experience  of  using 
Ginger  as  a  remedy  for  gout;  he  has  changed  his  benefice;  he  mentions 
the  death  of  Delves,  whose  invention  is  now  before  the  Board  of  Longitude. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  270 


HUTCHINSON,  Benjamin.  Topographer 

1.  Kimbolton  1787  Mar.  6  Sends  proposals  for  an  intended  History  of  Huntingdon; 

as  the  work  has  the  patronage  of  the  Duke  of  Manchester  and  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich,  he  hopes  also  for  B.’s  patronage.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  260 
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HUTCHINSON,  James  (1752-1793).  Secretary,  American  Philosophical  Society 

1.  Philadelphia  1787  Aug.  2  Announces  B.’s  election  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society;  discusses  Benjamin  Workman’s  instru¬ 
ment  for  ascertaining  variations  of  the  compass.  D.T.C.  5.  202-203 

HUTTON,  Charles,  F.R.S.  (1737-1823).  Mathematician 
1.  Woolwich  1797  Mar.  12  Informs  B.  on  the  composition  of  gun-metal,  the  formula 

for  which  is  varied  according  to  the  nature  of  the  piece.  [The  question  was 
asked  by  B.  for  the  information  of  Count  Rumford;  see  Thompson,  B., 
No.  38.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  385 

HUTTON,  Henry  (1760-1836).  Lincolnshire  J.P. 

1.  Lincoln  1789  Jan.  5  Commends  B.’s  humane  intervention  in  the  case  of  a  female 

convict  [Mary  Rose]  in  Lincoln  Prison  where  she  has  been  confined  for 
two  years  awaiting  transportation  to  Botany  Bay.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  333 

HUTTON,  James.  Navigator 

1.  —  1773  Jan.  15  Informs  B.  that  on  his  voyage  with  Hill  he  visited  the 

Eskimos ;  gives  an  account  of  their  manners  and  customs. 

D.T.C.  1.  42 

2.  Exeter  1774  Jan.  24  [From  Samuel  Parminter.]  Gives  some  details  of  the  officers 

of  the  Royal  Club,  Greenland  ship.  [Endorsed  by  B.,  “Concerning  a  man 
(Hutton)  who  has  been  far  towards  the  North”.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  30 

HUZARD,  Jean  Baptiste  (1745-1838).  Veterinary  Writer 

1.  Paris  1802  Sept.  27  [Dated  5  Vendemiaire,  an  11.]  Sends  B.  some  pamphlets 

on  Merino  sheep;  the  packet  is  delivered  by  Aldini,  nephew  of  Galvani, 
who  is  going  to  London  to  collect  information  for  his  work,  which  is  a 
continuation  of  his  uncle’s.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  257 

2.  Paris  1803  Jan.  9  [Dated  19  Nivose,  an  11.]  Sends  some  leaflets  (title  not 

specified),  which  the  author  has  given  to  him  to  distribute.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  259 

3.  Paris  1803  May  21  [Dated  1  Prairial,  an  11.]  Sends  a  box  of  coins  and  medals 

for  Miss  Banks  from  his  friend  (name  illegible).  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  258 

IDMAN  (1 nee  SOLANDER),  Anna  Magdalena  (d.  1809).  Sister  of  D.  C.  Solander 

1.  Pitea  1787  Jan.  6  Describes  the  terrible  financial  straits  and  sufferings  of 

herself,  her  two  children,  her  widowed  mother  and  a  very  aged  aunt, 
and  appeals  to  B.  for  help.  [Swedish.]  [See  also  Solander,  M.,  and 
Mathesius,  A.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  510-51 1 

2.  Pitea  1787  Aug.  4  Solander’s  sister  reiterates  her  appeal  for  help  for  her 

family  in  acute  distress.  [Swedish.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  512 

ILLINGWORTH,  William  (1764-1845).  Deputy  Keeper  of  Records 
1.  Pentonville  1809  July  5  He  has  extracted  from  a  long  roll  delivered  to  the  Collectors 
of  Escutage,  1st  year  of  Edward  III,  preserved  in  the  Chapter  House  at 
Westminster,  such  passages  as  relate  to  Scrivelsby;  the  roll  contains  a 
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transcript  of  the  Liber  Feodorum  for  Lincolnshire  and  of  such  parts  of 
the  Red  Book  ( Rubeus  Liber  de  Feodorum )  as  apply  to  the  county;  sus¬ 
picions  that  later  interpolations  are  written  by  another  hand;  will  transcribe 
for  B.  a  roll  giving  an  account  of  the  Coronation  of  Queen  Isabella,  wife 
of  John;  appends  an  extract  from  the  Hundred  Roll.  D.T.C.  17.312-314 
2.  Soho  Square  1809  July  18  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  extracts;  it  was  not  known  to  him 
before  that  those  who  held  land  by  Sergentia  were  free  from  Scutagium, 
and  asks  if  this  also  exempted  them  from  Relevium.  D.T.C.  17.  315 


INGENHOUSZ, 
1.  Vienna 


2.  Vienna 

3.  Vienna 


4.  Vienna 


5.  Vienna 


6.  Vienna 


7.  Vienna 


Jan,  F.R.S.  (1730-1799).  Physiologist 

1782  May  6  Sends  a  copy  of  his  book  [ Experiments  on  Vegetables  y  etc., 
1 779]  f°r  R-S.  and  another  for  Dr.  Schwediaur  ( q.v.)\  is  surprised  that 
Priestley  claims  the  discovery  that  sunlight  causes  plants  to  “mend”  air; 
protests  against  unfair  criticisms  of  his  work  and  submits  a  paper  on  his 
botanical  researches  which  he  hopes  will  be  laid  before  R.S.,  failing  which 
he  desires  that  it  be  sent  to  Dr.  Huck  Saunders. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  84-85 

1782  May  11  A  shorter  duplicate  of  the  preceding  letter. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  83 

1782  Oct.  7  Thanks  B.  for  communicating  his  paper  to  R.S.;  refers  to 
his  experiments  of  burning  metals  in  dephlogisticated  air  [oxygen]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  86 

1783  Jan.  17  Thanks  B.  for  editing  his  paper;  regrets  that  Priestley  has 
always  been  hasty  in  publishing,  “fearing  probably  that  anybody  would 
get  ahead  of  him”;  criticizes  Priestley’s  works  as  tedious  and  improperly 
indexed;  message  from  Jacquin  as  to  the  objects  promised  him  by  B. ; 
the  Empress  of  Russia  is  to  have  a  Flora  Rossica  engraved  and  coloured 
like  the  FI.  Austriaca ;  Pallas  is  sending  the  material  and  drawings;  com¬ 
plains  of  the  bookseller  Elmsley;  notes  on  experiments  with  dephlo¬ 
gisticated  air;  his  book  is  being  printed  in  German  and  in  Dutch. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  114-115 

1785  Mar.  17  Fears  his  letter  of  8  Aug.  1784  and  a  book  on  Ornithology 

by  Jacquin  Junior  did  not  reach  B.;  hears  that  each  F.R.S.  is  to  have  a 
medal  in  honour  of  Capt.  Cook;  requests  that  his  be  given  to  Elmsley 
to  be  sent  with  Phil.  Trans. ;  Jacquin  has  published  a  book  on  Chemistry 
in  German  and  is  now  printing  a  System  of  Botany;  remarks  on  his  work 
on  absorption  of  air  by  plants,  etc. ;  sends  the  new  edition  of  his  Melanges 
de  Physique ,  with  only  a  portion  of  Vol.  2,  as  he  has  suppressed  the 
dispute  with  Senebier.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  116-117 

1786  May  10  Has  sent  several  papers  to  Jour n.  de  Physique  instead  of  to 
R.S.  on  account  of  the  dissensions  there;  asks  for  news  of  Elmsley,  who 
never  writes;  one  of  his  papers  in  Journ.  de  Physique  appeared  under  the 
name  of  Schankhard ;  again  refers  to  his  work  on  air  and  plants ;  asks  for 
latest  list  of  R.S. ;  returns  thanks  for  the  [Capt.  Cook]  medal  and  pamphlet. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097,  83  vo.-S 4 

1786  Oct.  27  Is  very  grateful  to  B.  for  introducing  Sir  John  Sinclair ;  he  is 
pleased  to  have  messages  from  his  old  friends  and  would  like  to  revisit 
the  country  where  he  spent  so  many  happy  years. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  463 
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8.  Vienna  1787  May  8  Recommends  Landriani,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy 


9.  Vienna 

at  Milan;  he  is  a  friend  of  Priestley  and  hopes  to  meet  “some  of  the  best 
philosophers”,  such  as  Kirwan,  Magellan,  Herschel,  Cavallo,  etc.;  refers 
to  Herschel’s  “astonishing  discoveries”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  86 

1788  Jan.  24  Thanks  B.  for  sending  the  new  pharmacopoeia  by  “a  Hun¬ 

garian  gentleman”;  a  projected  scientific  journey  in  Europe  by  Jacquin 
Junior;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  Jacquin  Senior  will  probably  be  elected  to 

R.S.  [F.R.S.  3  Apl.  1788].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  85 

INGLIS,  Sir  Hugh  (1744-1820).  Director,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Bedford  Row  [1797]  Mar.  27  The  Court  of  Directors  has  approved  B.’s  report  on 


2.  East  India 
House 

Cochineal,  if  the  insects  can  be  obtained  from  Brazil;  asks  for  directions 
as  to  the  cultivation  of  the  food-plants  promised  from  Kew. 

Kew:  B.C.  3.  44 

1801  Jan.  6  Thanks  B.  for  his  trouble  in  procuring  Hemp  seed ;  asks  that 

it  may  be  consigned  to  the  H.E.I.  Co.’s  wharf ;  the  Company  will  refund 

the  expenses.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  260 

3.  Bedford  Row  1802  Apl.  1  He  will  attend  the  meeting  [for  the  proposed  memorial  to 


4.  East  India 
House 

5.  East  India 
House 

the  late  Duke  of  Bedford],  and  will  testify  his  respect  for  his  memory. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  16 

[1802]  Apl.  4  In  connection  with  the  Duke  of  Bedford  memorial,  he 

sends  a  list  of  statues  of  celebrities  in  London.  Wellcome.  67766.  (36) 

1802  June  2  Sir  Francis  Baring  wishes  to  subscribe  20  guineas  to  the 

Duke  of  Bedford  memorial;  requests  B.  to  enter  his  name  accordingly. 

Wellcome.  67766.  (8) 

6.  East  India 

[1802  June  — ]  Francis,  the  son  of  Sir  Francis  Baring,  also  wishes  to 

House  subscribe  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  memorial.  Wellcome.  67766.  (13) 

INNES,  John  (1770-1832).  East  India  Merchant 


1.  Broad  St. 
Buildings 

1801  Dec.  3  He  has  been  informed  by  David  Scott,  Chairman  of  the 

Court  of  Directors  of  H.E.I.  Co.,  that  Lord  Wellesley  had  sent  him  a  pair 
of  Ghyalls  [Gayals]  for  presentation  to  the  King ;  the  male  animal  died  on 
the  voyage,  but  the  cow  is  in  good  health  and  is  now  on  the  ship;  asks  for 
B.’s  instructions  as  to  its  removal.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  254 

2.  Broad  St. 
Buildings 

1801  Dec.  7  He  is  unable  to  describe  the  animal  until  he  has  seen  the 

Captain  of  the  ship,  [Charles]  Raitt  [of  the  Indiaman  Earl  Spencer ] ;  he 

will  write  again  when  he  has  seen  the  captain.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  255 

IR\ING,  Thomas  (fl.  1768-1796).  Inspector-General  of  Imports  and  Exports 


1.  [Custom 
House] 

1790  Dec.  13  He  has  received  a  letter  from  John  Powell  (q.v.),  Collector 

of  Customs  at  Bristol;  the  Statue  is  of  Osiris  and  came  from  [Carlo] 
Rosetti  of  Alexandria,  and  it  is  valued  at  £2500 ;  he  thinks  it  was  destined 
for  B.  and  was  consigned  to  Messrs.  Hunter  &  Co.  as  merchants,  so  that 

they  might  forward  it.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  25 

IRVING,  William  (fl.  1800-1822).  Inspector-General  of  Imports  and  Exports 


1.  Custom 
House 

1802  Apl.  28  Sends  returns  of  the  duty  collected  on  Hemp  in  England 

and  Scotland  for  the  years  1797-1801.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  45 

44 1 

ITZENPLITZ,  Ludwig  Alexander  Friedrich,  Baron  von 

i.  Ostende  1793  Nov.  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  great  kindness,  also  Aiton,  Bauer  and 
Dundas,  who  attended  the  Baroness,  during  their  stay  in  England; 
mentions  Dr.  Hedwig  of  Leipzig  and  his  offer  of  all  his  botanical  know¬ 
ledge  to  R.S.  in  return  for  a  life-annuity. 


2.  Gross 
Behnitz 


3.  Zelle 


4-  — 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  147-148 

1799  June  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  of  21  Nov.  1798  and  for  the  papers 

enclosed ;  has  sent  an  essay  in  German  on  the  cultivation  of  artificial  grasses 
to  Lord  Somerville,  successor  to  Sir  John  Sinclair  [on  the  Board  of  Agri¬ 
culture]  ;  hopes  soon  to  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  the  rearing  of  sheep 
for  meat  and  fine  wool  which  has  been  done  satisfactorily  by  Count 
Maguis  of  Silesia;  sends  copies  of  the  English  certificates  of  the  birth  of 
his  child,  B.’s  godson,  and  asks  if  they  are  in  order  according  to  English 
Law.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  260-261 

1800  Apl  3  Introduces  Baron  Vincke,  an  Agriculturist,  son  of  the  Dean 
of  the  Chapter  of  Minden,  whose  family  is  one  of  the  first  in  Westphalia; 
reminds  B.  of  his  enquiries  about  the  birth  certificates  of  his  son. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  262-263 
Copies  of  the  certificates  taken  on  oath  from  Mary  Adsetts,  nurse, 
David  Dundas,  man-midwife,  and  William  Philpot,  Curate,  of  the  birth 
and  baptism  of  Frederic  Joseph  John  Charles  de  Itzenplitz  at  Kew  in 
1793,  sworn  before  Lord  Onslow,  and  affidavit  of  Sebastien  Albrecht, 
Baron  von  Sack,  a  sponsor.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  264-265 


IVES,  Ann.  Spinner  and  Weaver 

1.  Lynn  1788  Jan.  25  She  feels  flattered  by  being  employed  to  weave  a  shawl 

from  the  wool  supplied  by  B.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  293 


IVES,  Matthew.  Corn  Merchant 

1.  Spalding  1788  Feb.  15  He  has  received  the  wool  which  his  daughter  will  weave 
into  a  shawl  on  her  return  from  Lynn;  encloses  a  letter  from  John  Harvey 
of  Norwich  ( q.v .)  giving  particulars  of  the  bobbins  and  skeins  required. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  297B 


2.  Spalding 


3.  Spalding 


4.  Spalding 

5.  Spalding 


1801  Feb.  17  He  has  been  unable  to  get  the  hemp  shipped  owing  to 
frost;  24  sacks  are  ready  to  be  loaded;  when  shipped,  he  will  send  an 
account  of  the  expenses,  etc. ;  local  news.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  31 

1801  Feb.  27  The  hemp  has  been  shipped  for  India  Wharf,  London; 
sends  an  account  of  expenses  and  of  the  bills  drawn  for  the  same. 

Kew:  B.C.  4.  32 

1801  Apl.  16  Advises  the  shipment  of  80  sacks  of  hemp  from  Wisbech 
consigned  to  B.;  sends  account  of  expenses  thereof.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  41 

1801  Apl.  18  Sends  account  for  £234  145.  o d.,  the  cost  of  the  Hemp,  he 
has  drawn  bills  for  payment.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  43 


JACKSON,  James  Grey 

1.  Mogador  1797  July  1  [To  James  Willis.]  Gives  particulars  of  the  caravans  from 
Morocco  and  other  places  which  will  meet  at  Talta  and  proceed  together 
to  the  Sudan  carrying  goods  to  be  exchanged  for  gold,  slaves,  ivory,  etc.; 
every  caravan  that  enters  Timbuctoo  pays  a  tribute  to  the  Arabs  to  buy 
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their  friendship  and  prevent  plunder;  strangers  from  all  parts  are  seen  at 


2.  Mogador 

Timbuctoo  and  they  are  respected;  if  Park  goes  there  he  will  be  safe  and 
the  returning  caravan  will  bring  news  of  him;  a  Moorish  merchant  who 
lived  there  offers  to  conduct  any  person  to  Timbuctoo  for  2,500  Spanish 
Dollars;  the  traveller  should  wear  native  dress,  and  payment  would  be 
made  on  his  safe  return  in  two  years;  quotes  extract  from  the  Journal  of 
an  expedition  from  Fez  to  Tafilet,  containing  pertinent  information.  [Note 
by  B.,  “In  Mr.  Jackson’s  letter  to  Mr.  Matra,  July  14th,  of  which  see  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Matra’s  letter  of  15th  Aug*  the  Moor  is  said  to  be  willing  to 
undertake  the  business  for  1000  Cobs”.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  165 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  157-160 

1797  July  14  [To  J.  M.  Matra  ( q.v .  No.  25);  extract.]  Hears  that  Park 

has  performed  two-thirds  of  his  journey  to  Timbuctoo;  a  Moorish 
acquaintance  who  is  going  in  the  next  caravan  informs  him  that  Park 
has  nothing  to  fear  for  the  people  are  friendly  to  strangers;  the  Moor 
offers  to  take  Park  under  his  protection  and  bring  him  back  safely  for 
1000  Cobs  to  be  paid  on  his  return;  asks  M.  to  inform  B.,  whose  answer 
should  arrive  before  October  to  enable  him  to  settle  with  the  Moor  and 
give  him  letters  to  Park.  [The  Cob  is  a  Gibraltar  cant  term  for  the  silver 
Mexican  dollar,  45.  6 d.  sterling.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  171-172 

3.  Santa  Cruz, 
S.  Barbary 

1797  Sept.  —  [To  James  Willis.]  Has  provided  a  man  who  is  about  to 

join  the  caravan  from  Aka  with  a  large  consignment  of  merchandise  (list 
of  articles);  some  of  these  will  be  sold  on  the  road,  but  the  remainder 
exchanged  for  gold-dust,  spices  and  slaves;  is  informed  there  are  large 
vessels  that  carry  goods  and  passengers  on  the  “  Barr  Nile”  [Bahr,  or  “sea”, 
the  large  tract  flooded  by  the  Niger],  supposed  to  be  inhabited  by  a 
monster  against  which  a  sorcerer  is  always  taken  aboard;  suggests  that 
Park  can  make  use  of  this  method  of  transit ;  the  new  Emperor  of  Fez  is 
coming  to  Morocco  to  be  formally  proclaimed.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  178 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  173-174 

4.  Santa  Cruz, 
S.  Barbary 

1797  Oct.  12  Gives  particulars  of  the  Natural  History  of  the  district,  and 

is  sending  some  minerals  and  medicinal  roots;  offers  to  collect  and  send 
any  specimens  B.  desires;  is  sending  the  skin  of  an  animal  (locally  known 
as  Anonded)  from  the  confines  of  the  Sahara,  and  will  endeavour  to 
procure  its  horns  [probably  Oryx  tao\ ;  a  caravan  is  about  to  start  for 
Timbuctoo,  and  on  its  return  early  in  1799  he  hopes  to  acquire  useful 
information.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  183 

D.T.C.  io  (i).  194-195 

5.  Soho  Square  1798  Feb.  12  *  Has  received  the  Anonded  skin,  but  it  is  too  incomplete 


6.  Mogador 

to  determine  the  species;  the  offer  of  the  Moor  to  conduct  a  traveller 
seems  disproportionately  high,  but  the  African  Assn,  has  no  intention  at 
present  of  sending  one;  asks  if  an  Arab  would  have  sufficient  authority 
to  protect  a  Christian;  no  Europeans,  as  far  as  he  can  learn,  have  ever 
been  permitted  to  accompany  the  caravans  to  Timbuctoo;  Mungo  Park 
has  safely  returned  and  is  writing  an  account  of  his  journey;  Hornemann 
(q.v.)  is  in  Cairo  and  will  proceed  towards  Kashna.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  175-177 

1798  July  23  Is  pleased  the  Anonded  skin  was  acceptable  and  will 

endeavour  to  procure  a  complete  specimen;  four  travellers  have  arrived 
from  London  wishing  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  to  Timbuctoo,  but 
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the  Governor  has  refused  to  give  them  protection ;  any  Moor  or  Arab  of 
consequence  could  conduct  a  Christian  by  passing  him  off  as  a  renegade 
servant,  especially  if  he  could  speak  Arabic;  if  the  ruse  were  discovered 
he  might  be  made  away  with,  and  a  high  sum  is  advisable  to  his  conductor 
to  remove  the  temptation  to  treachery;  agreements  should  be  made  only 
to  pay  on  safe  return;  thinks  that  Park  might  have  got  to  Timbuctoo  in 
spite  of  the  risks.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  200 

D.T.C.  11.  21-23 


7.  Fenchurch 
Buildings, 
London 


1806  Sept.  21  Has  had  news  that  Mungo  Park  reached  Timbuctoo  last 
March  and  quotes  a  passage  from  a  letter  in  Arabic  stating  that  a  boat  of 
Christians  appeared  hoisting  a  white  flag,  but  as  the  signal  was  not  under¬ 
stood  the  boat  returned  up-stream  and  has  not  been  heard  of  since ;  after 
leaving  Mogador,  he  (J.)  was  on  a  boat  that  foundered  and  has  come  to 
try  his  fortune  in  England,  hoping  for  Government  employment ;  sugges¬ 
tions  have  been  made  by  Broussonet  to  employ  him  in  Paris  as  Arabic 
and  Moorish  Commissary,  but  he  declined  to  enter  the  service  of  a  country 
with  which  England  is  at  war;  the  English  are  at  a  great  disadvantage 
through  their  officials  not  knowing  Arabic ;  offers  his  services  as  translator 
and  interpreter;  French  influence  in  N.  Africa  is  increasing;  sends  some 
seeds,  with  their  names  in  Arabic,  that  he  saved  when  his  ship  was  lost. 

D.T.C.  16.  320-325 


JACOB,  Edward 
1.  Faversham 


2.  Faversham 


JACOB,  J. 

1.  Stansted 
Distillery, 
Ware 

2.  Stansted 
Distillery, 
Ware 

3.  Stansted 
Distillery, 
Ware 


(1710  ?— 1 788).  Surgeon,  Naturalist  and  Antiquary 
1783  Dec.  12  Desires  to  dedicate  the  plates  of  his  book  (not  named)  to 
B.  and  the  Duchess  of  Portland.  [The  book  does  not  seem  to  have 
eventuated ;  it  may  have  been  a  contemplated  new  edition  of  the  works  on 
the  History  (1774),  or  Plants  (1777)  of  Faversham.]  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  154 
1786  Feb.  21  Presents  B.  with  an  ancient  Herbal  in  its  original  binding; 
solicits  B.’s  interest  in  favour  of  his  son,  who  is  a  candidate  for  a  Fellowship 
of  Merton  College.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  225 


1793  June  8  Has  constructed  and  tested  a  machine  for  raising  water;  he 
has  submitted  a  description  of  it  to  R.S.  and  has  been  referred  by  Planta 
to  B.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  97 

1793  July  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  opinion,  but  cannot  agree  with  his  doubts 
respecting  the  novelty  of  his  invention ;  states  a  long  justification  of  his 
machine  and  its  superiority  over  all  existing  machines.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  98 
1 793  [Oct.  1]  Regrets  the  delay  in  preparing  a  revised  account  of  his 
discovery  which  has  been  due  to  circumstances  outside  his  control. 

Kezv:  B.C.  2.  102A 


JACOB,  William,  F.R.S.  (1762-1851) 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  Jan.  25  *  Informs  him  that  he  has  used  the  box  of  guano  from  St. 

Helena  he  gave  him  last  year,  and  has  compared  it  with  a  sample  he  already 
had,  and  the  nature  of  which  he  did  not  understand,  and  which  he  finds 
also  was  guano  from  wild  birds;  he  applied  to  his  friend  Sir  Hugh  Inglis 
[Director  of  H.E.I.  Co.]  informing  him  of  this  valuable  commodity  and  he 
passed  on  the  information ;  he  has  now  had  a  reply  that  successful  experi- 


444 


Jacob,  William,  continued 

ments  have  been  made  with  the  guano  which  is  found  in  large  quantities, 
and  there  is  hope  that  the  use  of  it  will  change  the  island  from  a  barren  to 
a  fertile  and  productive  country.  [Note  by  Dawson  Turner,  “The  original 
is  in  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Jacobs’  letter  of  Sept.  30.  1843”.] 

D.T.C.  17.  249-250 

JACOBI,  Christian  Friedrich  (1739-1810).  Secretary,  Royal  Society  of  Sciences,  Copenhagen 
1.  Copenhagen  1786  Jan.  20  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Sciences  of  Copenhagen  [Kongeligt  Dansk  Viden- 
skabernes  Selskab].  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  50 


JACOBSEN,  F.  J. 

1.  Altona  1819  June  19  Has  had  a  machine  built  for  facilitating  the  pumping  of 

ships,  and  intends  to  give  it  a  trial  on  a  ship  going  to  London ;  will  come, 
together  with  the  constructor,  Franz  Stender,  if  his  expenses  are  paid  and 
a  reward  given  to  the  latter  if  trials  are  successful;  Stender  has  built  the 
machine  over  six  years,  in  which  time  he  was  reduced  to  poverty  and  almost 
to  starvation;  the  machine  can  be  worked  by  one  man,  and  would  be 
suitable  also  for  fire  engines,  water-mills,  etc. ;  Stender  is  slow  of  speech 
and  timid  and  unable  to  explain  the  machine  himself;  he  has  also  invented 
a  musical  instrument  and  other  things.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  210-21 1 


JACQUIN,  Joseph  Franz,  Freiherr  von  (1766- 
Joseph  von  Jacquin 


1839).  Botanist  and  Chemist.  Son  of  Nicolaus 


1.  Paris 


2.  Vienna 


3.  Vienna 


4.  Vienna 


1790  Mar.  7  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  him  while  in  England;  gives 
news  of  French  botanists  and  herbaria,  the  latter  not  to  be  compared  to 
B.’s  own,  though  some  have  their  merits;  mentions  the  death  of  the 
Emperor  Joseph  and  of  Van  der  Schot;  sends  music  for  Lady  Banks; 
the  rivalry  between  L’Heritier  and  Richard  and  Beauvois  for  the  vacant 
seat  at  the  French  Academy.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  320-321 

1790  July  3  Recommends  to  B.  the  Apothecary  to  the  King  of  Denmark, 
Becher,  and  describes  his  qualifications  and  travels;  L’Heritier,  Des- 
fontaines  and  La  Billardiere  are  making  very  slow  progress  with  their 
respective  works;  warns  B.  against  Lamarck’s  disposition  to  quarrel. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  322 

1792  Oct.  6  He  had  hoped  to  obtain  the  Bohemian  Dioscorides  that 
Born  had  acquired  for  B.,  but  the  library  of  Born  has  been  seized  by  his 
creditors  and  the  book  has  disappeared;  he  will  endeavour  to  find  another 
copy;  he  is  grateful  for  the  Botany  Bay  seeds  and  would  like  to  make 
exchanges  with  Kew;  the  Imperial  Garden  at  Schonbrunn  has  been 
enriched  by  the  Cape  plants  sent  by  Schole,  and  a  catalogue  is  being 
prepared;  enumerates  various  plants  in  it  that  are  lacking  at  Kew;  the 
Emperor  Joseph  has  had  a  Botanic  Garden  laid  out  at  Belvedere  solely 
for  Austrian  plants;  gives  news  of  visitors  to  Vienna.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  360-361 

1 793  June  24  Introduces  Count  Charles  Harrach,  a  man  acquainted 

with  Natural  History;  he  brings  with  him  the  first  volume  of  his  (J.’s) 
work  on  Chemistry  and  a  parcel  for  Miss  Banks  of  visiting-cards  and 
medals.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  362 


445 


Jacquin,  Joseph  Franz  von,  continued 

5.  Vienna  1802  Aug.  10  Introduces  Van  der  Schot,  a  horticulturist  who  is  going  to 

N.  America  for  Prince  Lichtenstein,  and  of  whom  his  father  and  he  both 
have  a  high  opinion;  his  father  sends  the  first  two  fasciculi  of  his  Frag- 
menta  Botanica  and  has  added  the  letterpress  and  plates  missing  from  Vol. 
3  of  Hortus  Schoenbrunnensis ;  the  price  for  the  complete  work  is  240  florins 
which  will  be  due  when  the  Supplement  is  published.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  9 

6.  Vienna  1803  Jan.  18  Informs  B.  that  his  father  has  dispatched  a  box  containing 

part  2  of  Vol.  3  of  Hortus  Schoenbr.  and  fasc.  x  and  2  of  Fragmenta 
Botanica ,  and  a  note  of  the  respective  prices ;  he  has  also  put  in  some  books 
which  he  requests  B.  to  send  to  Leiden;  he  hopes  B.  enjoyed  his  journey 
to  Switzerland  [B.  never  went  there] ;  he  is  now  busy  in  fitting  up  his 
new  chemical  laboratory  where  he  hopes  to  resume  his  former  experi¬ 
ments  ;  he  will  send  the  first  volume  of  the  3rd  ed.  of  this  book  on  the 
elements  of  Chemistry.  [French.  The  originals  of  this  letter  and  of  Nos. 
7  and  8  are  in  the  archives  of  the  Hollandsche  Maatschappij  der 
Wetenschappen,  Haarlem.]  Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  36 

7.  Vienna  1805  Mar.  5  He  sends  by  Fichte  some  seeds  for  Kew  and  Vol.  4  of  his 

father’s  Hortus  Schoenbrunnensis  of  which  B.  already  has  some  of  the  plates; 
the  rest,  with  the  text,  will  be  delivered  through  the  bookseller  [Benjamin] 
White ;  there  have  been  great  delays  in  publishing  this  work  and  also  the 
Fragmenta-,  he  hopes  that  Fichte  will  be  enabled  to  bring  back  some 
plants  from  Kew  and  mentions  various  species  he  desires  to  have;  the 
3rd  vol.  of  Host’s  Gramina  has  been  published;  informs  B.  that  Laurenti, 
Wemischak,  Wulfen  and  Laugier  are  dead.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  1 1— 13 

8.  Vienna  1811  June  27  His  father  is  well  and  active  at  the  age  of  85  and  has 

completed  his  Hortus  Schoenbrunnensis  and  Fragmenta  Botanica-,  he  has 
begun  a  continuation  of  Masson’s  Stapeliae  and  64  species  have  been 
published;  he  (J.  Junior)  continues  to  publish  figures  and  descriptions  of 
rare  plants  under  the  title  of  Eclogae,  of  which  fasc.  1  is  ready ;  gives  news 
of  the  activities  of  other  men  of  science;  the  Archduke  has  discovered  a 
large  mine  of  Chromate  of  Iron  in  Styria.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  105-106 

9.  Vienna  1814  Sept.  20  Acknowledges  a  letter  from  B.  of  18th  July,  and  a  box  of 

plants  and  seeds ;  most  of  the  plants  were  in  good  condition  except  those 
of  two  species,  which  died ;  on  15th  Sept,  he  sent  off  a  box  to  B.  containing 
Fragmenta,  fasc.  5,  6,  Stapeliae,  fasc.  2,  3,  Eclogae,  fasc.  1-6,  Gramina,  fasc. 
1,  2  and  a  work  by  Schmidt;  he  has  also  included  some  books  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  Leiden;  gives  details  of  the  weight,  price,  and  cost  of  carriage. 

Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  51-52 

10.  Vienna  1816  Jan.  10  He  hopes  that  his  letter  of  2nd  Oct.  1815  and  the  box  of 

Aloes  he  sent  have  arrived ;  he  now  sends  a  box  containing  specimens  of 
Meteorites  from  various  localities  and  some  fragments  for  analysis; 
encloses  list  of  seeds  available  for  distribution  and  offers  to  send  any  that 
B.  requires.  [Printed  list  of  about  750  species,  closely  printed  on  5  sheets 
each  of  3  columns,  headed:  Selectio  seminum  ex  collectione  anni  1815, 
quae  in  horto  botanico  universitatis  vindobonensis  pro  mutua  commuta- 
tione  offeruntur.]  Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  55 
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n.  Vienna  1818  Apl.  i  Expresses  his  gratitude  for  B.’s  kind  letter  on  the  death  of 

his  father  and  regards  B.  as  “my  second  father’’;  sends  copies  of  the 
fasciculi  of  his  works  to  complete  those  already  sent;  sends  also  copies  for 
Robert  Brown,  Aiton,  Bauer  and  Dr.  John  Sims;  sends  also  a  parcel  of 
seeds,  also  drawings  for  Miss  Banks;  refers  to  plants  raised  from  seeds 
brought  from  the  Congo ;  Gorok  has  produced  a  catalogue  of  all  the  vines 
cultivated  in  the  Austrian  Empire;  the  Emperor  is  to  make  a  tour  of 
Dalmatia  accompanied  by  a  botanist  and  an  antiquary;  enquires  about 
Thaddeus  Haenke  who  died  in  prison,  and  asks  why  he  was  imprisoned, 
what  has  become  of  his  books  and  papers,  and  if  he  had  a  wife  and 
children.  [French.]  Brabourne,  1 02-1 03 

12.  Vienna  1819  Jan.  19  Sends  his  annual  list  of  seeds  for  disposal  and  asks  if  there 

are  any  that  B.  wants  for  himself  or  for  Kew;  sends  condolences  on  the 
death  of  Miss  Banks;  he  hopes  the  articles  he  sent  by  Radford  reached 
B.  safely;  the  Imperial  Museum  has  acquired  a  very  rich  collection  of 
plants  from  Brazil,  but  the  living  specimens  suffered  much  on  the  long 
voyage;  he  will  soon  publish  two  more  parts  of  his  Eclogae ;  is  pleased  to 
report  that  the  shrub  Schotia  [I at  if  alia]  brought  from  the  Cape  has 
flowered  and  produced  fruit,  and  is  probably  an  Omphalobium. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  2 14-2 15 


JACQUIN,  Nicolaus  Joseph,  Freiherr  von,  F.R.S.  (1727-1817).  Naturalist 

1.  Vienna  1774  Oct.  16  Is  worried  about  the  sales  of  his  works  in  which  the  book¬ 

sellers  take  no  interest;  asks  B.  to  try  to  interest  English  buyers;  Elmsley 
ordered  30  copies  of  Vol.  1  of  Hortus  Bot.  Vindobonensis,  but  only  20  of 
Vol.  2 ;  there  is  some  hope  that  an  Academy  of  Sciences  may  be  instituted 
in  Vienna.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  85-86 

2.  Vienna  1777  May  14  Has  received  a  letter  from  Woolfe  informing  him  that  B. 

has  decided  to  buy  his  Herbarium  for  2,000  florins;  has  accordingly 
drawn  a  bill  for  £237  ns.  2 d.\  the  Herbarium  and  books  will  be  sent  off 
in  a  few  weeks.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  169-170 

3.  Vienna  1777  June  16  Advises  B.  of  the  dispatch  of  his  Herbarium.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  172 

4.  Vienna  1778  Mar.  5  Is  glad  to  hear  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Herbarium;  will 

send  his  new  book  Miscellanea  Austriaca,  etc;  asks  B.  to  hand  to  the 
bearer,  Ingenhousz  ( q.v .),  5  ducats  in  payment  for  the  Hortus  Botanicus 
Vindobonensis ;  would  be  grateful  for  some  small  “curiosities”  from  B.’s 
voyage  for  the  collection  of  his  son,  aged  12.  [French  f 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  173 

5.  Vienna  1778  Oct.  9  Has  sent  some  books  for  B.  addressed  to  Elmsley ;  returns 

thanks  for  the  Flora  Scotica.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  1 74-1 75 

6.  Vienna  1782  May  6  Returns  thanks  for  the  copy  of  Cook’s  Third  Voyage; 

has  a  good  copy  of  Born’s  book  on  shells  which  is  too  heavy  to  send  by 
courier,  and  asks  for  instructions  how  to  convey  it ;  has  sent  his  Miscellanea 
to  B.  through  Elmsly  as  a  gift;  the  title  of  the  third  vol.  of  his  Hortus 
Vindobonensis ;  reminds  B.  of  his  promise  to  send  his  son  some  objects  from 
his  voyages.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  111 

7.  Vienna  1782  Oct.  7  Is  pained  to  learn  from  a  letter  which  Mrs.  Ingenhousz  has 

had  from  B.,  that  he  is  displeased  with  him;  can  only  attribute  this  to 
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misunderstanding  through  B.’s  imperfect  knowledge  of  French,  and  in 
future  will  write  in  English;  enquires  about  Born’s  book  which  he  had 
coloured  for  B.  at  a  cost  of  45  florins;  asks  also  for  replies  to  his  letters 
written  over  the  course  of  years  to  which  he  has  had  no  answers ;  cannot 
suppose  that  the  reminder  about  curiosities  for  his  son  is  the  cause  of  B.’s 
annoyance.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  112 

8.  Vienna  1786  May  10  Has  received  B.’s  letter  from  Sibthorp  who  is  now  at 

Naples  on  his  way  to  Greece;  returns  thanks  for  the  large  chest  of  shells, 
but  his  son  expected  a  box  of  clothing,  weapons,  etc.,  and  hopes  it  may  be 
sent  by  sea;  is  grateful  for  the  medal  of  Capt.  Cook;  asks  whether  B. 
received  Vol.  2  of  his  Miscellanea,  and  promises  third  vol.  and  a  large 
parcel  of  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  83 

9.  Vienna  1788  June  16  Thanks  B.  for  sending  his  R.S.  diploma;  has  sent  off  a 

chest  to  John  Sibthorp  in  which  are  the  plates  of  his  leones  for  B.; 
recommends  his  eldest  son  to  B.  when  he  visits  London  in  September. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  81-82 

10.  Vienna  1789  Oct.  24  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  his  son  when  in  London; 

sends  seeds  of  Dorstenia  contrajerva  and  discusses  its  place  in  the  Linnean 
system ;  White  will  deliver  the  2  vols.  of  Denis’s  work  [on  Butterflies]  for 
R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  21 1 

11.  Vienna  1790  Apl.  17  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  his  son  while  in  England  and 

for  giving  him  introductions  in  France;  sends  seeds  of  species  not  in  the 
Kew  Catalogue;  will  carefully  avoid  publishing  in  his  own  works  plants 
which  are  to  appear  in  the  Hortus  Kewensis\  has  sent  a  box  of  books  to 
White  who  will  deliver  to  B.  vol.  3  of  his  Collectanea  and  a  copy  for  R.S. ; 
refers  to  the  work  of  Bauer,  a  self-taught  artist.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  60 

12.  Vienna  1 795  Sept.  22  Cannot  understand  why  he  has  received  no  answer  to  his 

last  six  letters  to  Dryander;  hopes  he  is  not  overloading  B.  and  Dryander 
with  correspondence;  discusses  various  botanical  matters.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  363 

13.  Vienna  1796  Apl.  25  Promises  to  send  in  May  the  5th  vol.  of  his  Collectanea 

and  certain  dissertations  lacking  in  B.’s  library;  will  also  send  some  fine 
coloured  plates  for  his  future  publication  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at 
Schonbrunn.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  365 

14.  Vienna  1797  Oct.  3  Discusses  various  botanical  matters  and  sends  B.  a  water¬ 

colour  drawing  of  a  Cape  garden  plant,  asking  B.  if  he  knows  the  species. 
[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  366-367 

15.  Vienna  1800  May  10  Recommends  Karl  Schreiber,  Assistant  Professor  of 

Natural  History  at  Vienna  University,  a  nephew  of  his  wife,  who  is  visiting 
London.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  8 

16.  Vienna  1802  Dec.  19  Has  sent  by  the  gardener  Van  der  Schot,  the  first  two 

fasciculi  of  his  Fragment  a  Botanica  and  the  plates  for  B.’s  copy  of  the 
Hortus  Schoenbrunnensis,  together  with  a  letter  from  his  son. 

Jacquin  MSS.  31 

JANETY,  — .  Goldsmith 

1.  Paris  *789  Sept.  13  Informs  B.  that  he  is  a  goldsmith  and  has  discovered  a 

process  for  rendering  platinum  malleable;  owing  to  present  conditions  in 
France,  this  process  is  valueless  to  him;  offers  a  description  of  the  process, 
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and  a  considerable  quantity  of  platinum  to  B.  at  a  cheap  price;  gives 
Ingenhousz  as  a  reference.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  323 

JAR  DINE,  Alexander  (d.  1799).  Artillery  Officer 

1.  Warwick  1783  June  12  Returns  the  papers  submitted  to  him  together  with  his 
Street  opinion  on  the  controversy  concerning  a  new  system  of  shortening 

artillery-pieces  and  enlarging  their  calibre.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  142 


JEAURAT, 
1.  Paris 


2.  Paris 


Paris 


Paris 


5.  [Paris 


6.  Paris 


Edme  Sebastien  (1724-1803).  Astronomer,  Paris  Observatory 

1784  Oct.  8  He  presumes  the  death  of  Cassini  will  cause  a  vacancy 

among  the  places  allowed  to  foreigners  in  R.S. ;  he  hopes  he  will  be  elected, 
having  failed  to  be  in  1777.  [French.]  R.S.  Letters.  1784-87.  26 

1785  Feb.  20  Thanks  B.  for  the  valuable  observations  made  at  Green¬ 

wich  by  Maskelyne,  which  have  come  to  him  by  the  hand  of  Broussonet ; 
informs  him  of  Camper’s  election  to  the  Academy ;  he  and  several  others 
were  anxious  to  have  B.  elected,  but  it  seemed  necessary  to  have  a  pro¬ 
fessional  anatomist.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  113 

1786  Jan.  10  Is  delighted  to  have  the  measurements  of  the  base  of 
Hounslow  Heath;  this  complex  and  important  work  reflects  great  credit 
on  Gen.  Roi  [Roy],  and  will  be  useful  to  link  these  observations  with  those 
made  at  Calais,  Dover,  etc;  has  received  the  prospectus  of  the  Tables  of 
Logarithms  known  to  him  through  Cassini  and  the  Marquis  de  Chabert, 
who  subscribed  several  years  ago;  would  like  to  have  the  missing  parts 
of  the  Greenwich  observations  to  complete  his  set.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  329 

1786  Feb.  10  Introduces  M.  Teuliere,  a  man  of  education.  [No  details 

given.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  330 

1787  June  28]  Asks  B.  to  propose  him  for  election  to  R.S.;  has  just 

received  the  excellent  report  of  Gen.  Roy  which  establishes  the  geometrical 
relationship  of  the  Greenwich  and  Paris  Observatories ;  gives  a  list  of  his 
own  publications.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  460-461 

1787  Aug.  14  Hastens  to  inform  B.  he  has  been  nominated  a  Foreign 
Member  of  the  Acad,  des  Sciences ;  requests  him  to  keep  this  secret  until 
he  hears  officially  from  the  Secretary,  Condorcet,  as  the  appointment  has 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  King;  refers  to  B.’s  kindness  to  Tenon  and 
Coulomb.  [French.]  [See  also  Broussonet,  Nos.  77,  78,  and  Con¬ 
dorcet,  No.  6.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  462 


JEFFRIES,  John  (1744-1819).  American  Physician  and  Aeronaut 

1.  Paris  1785  Jan.  13  Gives  a  detailed  description  of  his  journey  by  balloon  on 

7th  Jan.  with  one  companion;  details  of  the  construction  and  equipment 
of  the  balloon  and  the  articles  carried;  in  the  course  of  the  flight,  the 
continual  loss  of  height  necessitated  casting  out  all  the  ballast,  and  every¬ 
thing  else  in  the  balloon,  including  part  of  their  clothing;  they  made  a  safe 
descent  near  Calais ;  they  were  met  by  the  Mayor  and  a  large  concourse  of 
people  who  treated  them  with  honour;  in  Paris  he  had  the  same  welcome, 
and  although  knowing  no  one  there  and  having  no  letters  of  introduction, 
he  was  universally  treated  with  honour,  and  received  the  congratulations 
of  the  Court  of  Versailles.  D.T.C.  4.  111-116 


29 — B.L. 
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JENKINSON,  Charles,  ist  Baron  Hawkesbury  and  ist  Earl  of  Liverpool  (1727-1808). 
Statesman.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Soho  Square  1786  Aug.  30  *  The  Rector  of  Miningsby  having  accepted  another 

living,  he  recommended  the  curate  of  Revesby  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,  the  patron,  and  the  deed  of  presentation  was  duly 
signed ;  as  the  Rector  did  not  immediately  vacate  the  living,  the  presenta¬ 
tion  was  void ;  requests  Lord  Hawkesbury,  as  successor  to  Lord  Clarendon 
[see  V illiers,  Thomas],  to  alter  the  date  of  the  presentation  when  the 
cession  of  the  living  is  actually  made.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38/146.  92-93 

2.  London  1786  Sept.  8  When  [the  Rev.  John]  Williams  ( q.v .)  called  upon  him,  he 

assured  him  that  he  would  carry  out  his  predecessor’s  promise  to  present 
him  to  the  living  of  Miningsby  as  soon  as  it  became  vacant. 

B.M.  Add  MS.  38309.  114 

3.  Revesby  1786  Sept  14  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  kindness  in  promising  to  give 

Abbey  effect  to  Lord  Clarendon’s  presentation  of  Miningsby  to  the  Rev.  J. 

Williams.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38220.  62 

4.  Soho  Square  1786  Nov.  19  *  He  has  now  learned  that  living  of  Miningsby  is  vacant, 

and  requests  that  Lord  Clarendon’s  presentation  may  be  altered,  to  save 
the  fees  for  procuring  a  new  one;  the  Bishop  informs  him  that  he  will 
accept  the  presentation  so  altered.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38446.  128 

5.  Soho  Square  1786  Nov.  24  *  [Dated  in  error  1784.]  He  has  received  the  Presentation 

to  Miningsby  in  consequence  of  his  Lordship’s  orders  and  has  forwarded 
it  to  the  Bishop’s  Secretary;  on  behalf  of  the  Rev.  John  Williams,  he 
expresses  gratitude.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38218.  268 

6.  Soho  Square  1787  Mar.  30*  He  recommends  Olof  Swartz  as  the  most  suitable 

botanist  to  send  to  India ;  gives  an  account  of  Swartz’s  career  and  qualifica¬ 
tions  ;  recommends  that  he  be  paid  a  salary  of  £400  a  year,  together  with 
his  passage  out  and  home  and  his  expenses  whilst  travelling  to  India. 

Dawson  MS.  46.  46-47 
D.T.C.  5.  1 39-142 

7.  Soho  Square  1787  Mar.  30  *  He  considers  it  would  be  better  to  send  a  vessel  from 

England  to  obtain  Bread-fruit  for  the  W.  Indies  than  to  use  a  transport 
from  Botany  Bay;  fitting-out  for  so  special  a  purpose  can  also  be  done 
better  in  England ;  describes  the  type  of  ship  and  the  complement  of  men 
necessary;  on  the  return  voyage  such  trees  as  have  died  may  be  replaced 
by  other  products;  sketches  the  route  and  season  for  the  expedition;  the 
gardener  to  be  David  Nelson  who  sailed  with  Cook  and  has  all  the 
necessary  experience.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  60 

D.T.C.  5.  143-146 

8.  London  1787  Aug.  31  Thanks  B.  for  specimens  of  Persian  Cotton,  the  quality 

.of  which  will  be  examined  and  tested,  and  he  will  communicate  the 
result  of  his  enquiries  as  to  the  market  value  of  this  kind  of  Cotton. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  5 

9.  Soho  Square  1788  Jan.  29  *  He  has  received  the  papers  relating  to  the  Copper 

Coinage  and  Mr.  Sharpe’s  paper;  he  has  passed  these  on  to  Dr.  Blagden 
and  will  confer  with  his  Lordship  when  they  have  formed  an  opinion ;  he 
finds  that  the  Tower  [Mint]  Assay  is  the  standard. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38421.  214 

10.  Soho  Square  1788  June  17*  The  alterations  made  in  the  Wool  Bill  will  be  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  growers;  there  is  still,  however,  grievous  apprehension  about 
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11.  Spring 
Grove 

12.  Soho  Square 


13.  Revesby 
Abbey 


14.  Soho  Square 


15.  [Soho  Square 


16.  Soho  Square 


17.  London 


18.  Addiscombe 
Place 


its  provisions;  the  provision  as  to  giving  notice  within  10  days  of  shearing 
is  based  on  one  annual  shearing  and  is  hard  on  the  growers  in  the  marsh 
lands  who  send  frequent  consignments  of  sheep,  which  are  sheared  before 
they  travel;  this  would  entail  12  or  14  notifications  a  year  and  the  risk  of 
penalties.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38223.  90-91 

1788  June  21  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  alterations  he  has  made  in  the 
Wool  Bill  which  now  provides  for  the  graziers  who  send  sheared  sheep 
at  frequent  intervals  to  the  spring  markets.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38223.  93 
1788  June  27  *  As  requested,  he  sends  his  observations  on  the  wear  of 
gold  coins ;  the  wear  is  most  rapid  when  the  coins  are  new,  and  after  the 
most  upstanding  parts  of  the  milling  and  surface  have  worn  down,  the 
rate  of  wear  is  much  less;  suggests  that  new  coins  before  being  put  in 
circulation  should  be  artificially  worn  at  the  Mint  by  rotating  them  in  a 
kind  of  churn  from  which  the  abraded  particles  could  be  recovered; 
guineas  coined  at  5  dw.  1 1  gr.  rubbed  down  to  5  dw.  9  gr.  would  maintain 
national  credit  and  the  waste  by  wear  saved;  the  difference  in  value  of 
1000  guinea  pieces  as  above  is  more  than  £15. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38421.  265-266 
1788  Sept.  29  *  Encloses  a  letter  in  duplicate  ordering  [Anton  P.]  Hove 
to  return  home  [from  India],  and  will  modify  it  if  required;  sends  as 
requested  some  memoranda  on  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  Tea  which 
he  can  amplify  on  his  return  to  town  when  he  has  access  to  his  books ; 
as  regards  climate,  he  has  at  Soho  Square  a  journal  kept  in  lower  Bengal 
and  Tibet  dealing  specially  with  this,  which  he  will  order  Dryander  to 
deliver  to  the  office  if  it  is  wanted ;  sends  also  a  letter  about  a  Tea  plantation 
in  Corsica ;  he  has  sent  some  Cotton-seed  obtained  by  Hove  and  requests 
that  it  be  sent  at  once  to  the  W.  Indies.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38223.  201-202 
[1788  Nov.  9]  *  As  “the  present  melancholy  situation  of  affairs”  [the 
King’s  insanity]  has  brought  all  business  to  a  standstill,  he  is  leaving  to 
visit  his  property  in  Sussex,  so  will  be  unable  to  meet  his  Lordship  as 
arranged.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38223.  250 

1788  Nov.  13]  *  As  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Council  of  R.S.  is  to  be 
held  this  day  at  which  he  must  be  present,  he  will  be  unable  to  meet  his 
Lordship,  unless  the  business  is  urgent ;  if  so,  he  will  call  in  the  evening 
at  9.30.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38224.  353 

1788  Nov.  18  *  As  he  will  be  unable  to  see  Pitt,  asks  if  Lord  H.  will 
intercede  with  him  on  his  behalf  to  obtain  exemption  from  the  office  of 
High  Sheriff  [of  Lincolnshire] ;  being  fully  occupied  with  scientific 
business  he  wishes  to  avoid  being  taken  from  London,  especially  as  there 
are  many  country  gentlemen  permanently  resident  in  the  county  who  are 
at  liberty  to  fill  the  office.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38223.  273-274 

1788  Nov.  19  He  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  seeing  Pitt  and  feels 
no  doubt  that  B.’s  request  will  be  complied  with;  he  is  informed  that  the 
King  is  very  feverish,  which  in  his  malady  he  hopes  is  a  favourable 
symptom.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  29 

1788  Nov.  26  He  has  received  reports  of  the  King’s  health,  which  are  at 
variance  with  the  mysteriously  worded  reports  of  the  physicians ;  if  there 
are  lucid  intervals,  there  is  hope,  but  there  will  be  no  certain  news  before 
the  physicians  have  been  examined  by  the  Privy  Council.  D.  T.C.  6.  94-95 
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20.  Soho  Square 


21.  Soho  Square 


22.  [Soho 
Square] 
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London 


24.  Addiscombe 
Place 


25.  Addiscombe 
Place 


26.  Soho  Square 


27.  Plertford 
Street 


28.  Soho  Square 


By  the  desire  of  Pitt,  he  requests  an  interview  on  the 
prohibition  of  landing  American  wheat ;  the  merchants  are  pressing  on  the 
subject  of  the  cargo  now  at  Whitehaven.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38224.  18 
1789  Mar.  2  *  Sends  a  long  and  detailed  report  for  the  information  of 
the  Privy  Council  on  the  infected  wheat  brought  from  America;  the  cause 
is  believed  to  be  the  Hessian  Fly;  quotes  extracts  from  letters  and 
reports,  British  and  American,  on  the  cause,  prevention  and  cure  of  the 
blight ;  he  considers  that  it  would  be  a  great  menace  to  British  agriculture 
if  any  risk  were  incurred  by  allowing  blighted  wheat  to  be  landed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38224.  33-36 
1789  May  5  *  Sends  specimens  of  seed  of  Dacca  Cotton,  which  is  the 
kind  used  by  the  natives  of  Bengal  for  the  manufacture  of  their  finest 
muslins ;  like  the  Persian  Cotton,  it  is  moss-seeded  and  will  involve  much 
expense  in  picking;  in  his  opinion  it  is  not  finer  in  fibre  than  the  Persian; 
he  thinks  the  seeds  will  grow  readily  in  the  W.  Indies. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38224.  117 
1789  May  19  *  Encloses  a  letter  received  from  [Anton  P.]  Hove  ( q.v .) 
and  as  his  Lordship  will  doubtless  wish  to  discuss  it,  he  is  ready  to  call 
upon  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38224.  134 

1789  Oct.  3  Is  sorry  to  receive  so  unfavourable  a  report  as  B.  has  sent 
on  the  valuable  plants  brought  by  Hove  from  India;  on  B.’s  return  to 
town  he  will  look  into  Hove’s  account;  meanwhile  he  is  being  employed 
in  accordance  with  B.’s  directions;  he  encloses  Hove’s  report,  but  is  not 
able  to  judge  it  adequately  and  desires  to  have  B.’s  opinion  to  aid  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  43 

1789  Oct.  15  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter,  without  which  he  did  not  care  to 
issue  a  statement  concerning  the  qualities  and  cultivation  of  plants 
although  he  had  Hove’s  report;  it  is  intended  to  send  the  seeds  and 
instructions  for  their  cultivation  by  the  November  packet. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  44 

1790  May  19  Explains  his  motives  in  preparing  legislation  which  is 

intended  to  promote  the  interests  both  of  landholders  and  manufacturers; 
last  year  it  was  stipulated  that  imports  of  oats  from  Holland  should  be 
carried  in  British  vessels,  but  Pitt,  for  political  reasons,  obliged  him  to 
relinquish  this  design.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  53 

1791  Nov.  15  *  Thanks  him  for  the  information  concerning  the  voyage 
of  Campion’s  ship;  many  of  his  friends  at  R.S.  would  much  wish  for  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  the  Captain  and  crew,  particularly  John 
Hunter,  who  is  investigating  the  nature  of  ambergris;  it  seems  to  him  a 
political  paradox  that  Lisbon  has  a  balance  from  England  in  its  favour. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38472.  121 
1794  Feb.  12  It  appears  that  France  is  in  great  need  of  Saltpetre,  and 
that  a  new  method  of  extracting  it  has  been  discovered  there ;  it  is  suggested 
that  this  new  method  is  to  obtain  it  from  Potash;  the  exports  of  Potash 
from  England  do  not  seem  to  be  great;  asks  B.  to  obtain  a  scientific 
opinion  if  the  Potash  method  is  really  practicable.  D.T.C.  9.  4 

1794  Feb.  13  *  Informs  him  that  the  French  extract  Saltpetre  from  “the 
mother  water  of  Nitre”  by  the  addition  of  vegetable  alkali,  that  is,  Potash; 
this  method  is  costly,  but  the  French  are  certainly  using  it;  the  export  of 
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29.  [London] 

30.  [London] 

31.  London 


32.  [London] 


33.  Revesby 
Abbey 


34.  Addiscombe 
Place 


35.  Addiscombe 
Place 


36.  [Spring 
Grove 


Potash  should  therefore  be  stopped ;  Sir  Charles  Blagden  is  well  informed 
on  the  subject  and  is  ready  to  communicate  his  knowledge. 

D.T.C.  9.  5-6 

1795  Mar.  17  He  encloses  a  letter  from  Field-Marshal  [Henry  Seymour] 
Conway  (q.v .)  on  the  subject  of  Potash ;  asks  B.  to  consider  this,  and  to  give 
his  and  Blagden’s  advice  and  opinion  as  to  how  to  reply  to  Conway’s 
letter.  [For  the  reply  see  Blagden,  C.,  No.  239.]  D.T.C.  9.  156 

1795  Mar.  20  Returns  thanks  to  B.  and  to  Blagden  for  the  information 
they  have  sent.  D.T.C.  9.  169 

1795  Aug.  20  The  quantity  of  British  wheat  brought  to  the  London 
market  this  week  was  so  small  that  Government  had  to  supply  a  sufficient 
quantity  for  the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants ;  the  price  of  flour  was  so 
high  that  the  Court  of  Aldermen  was  forced  to  raise  the  assize,  and  a 
quartern  loaf  now  sells  for  13^. ;  the  ensuing  wheat  crop  will  certainly  not 
be  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  Kingdom ;  measures  for  dealing  with  the 
situation  must  now  be  considered;  encloses  proposals  for  B.’s  opinion, 
and  trusts  that  he  will  not  object  to  his  reply  being  shown  to  Pitt  and  to 
members  of  the  Cabinet.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  139  vo. 

1795  Sept.  —  Informs  B.  that  when  [Charles  Alexandre]  de  Calonne 
came  to  England,  he  brought  with  him  his  Natural  History  collections ; 
he  applied  for  leave  to  have  them  imported  free  of  duty,  and  his  request 
was  granted,  in  gratitude  for  which  he  expressed  his  intention  of  bequeath¬ 
ing  his  collections  to  the  British  Museum;  the  misfortunes  he  has  since 
suffered  compel  him  to  part  with  his  collections,  and  he  now  offers  them 
for  £2000;  sends  particulars,  and  asks  B.  whether  he  will  see  the  King  to 
ascertain  if  H.M.  is  disposed  to  buy  them  for  his  own  use,  or  if  not, 
whether  the  British  Museum  would  purchase  them  provided  on  exam¬ 
ination  they  are  found  to  be  desirable  and  that  the  price  is  a  fair  one. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  144 

1795  Sept.  15  *  He  is  pleased  to  hear  that  a  means  has  been  found  of 

providing  wheat  for  London  and  shall  be  pleased  to  give  his  opinion  on 
the  new  measures  when  submitted  to  him ;  the  present  Wheat  Act  never 
produced  a  surplus;  wheat  prices  have  fallen,  but  are  still  too  high; 
farmers  were  tempted  to  neglect  the  barley  harvest  and  thresh  new 
wheat;  local  farmers  predict  that  wheat  will  be  8s.  a  bushel  before 
Christmas;  in  times  of  scarcity  bread  has  been  made  from  barley  and 
oats.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38230.  310-311 

1796  Oct.  2  The  Rectory  of  North  Somercotes  was  reported  to  be 

vacant  about  a  year  ago,  and  he  is  now  obtaining  definite  information;  if 
vacant,  he  has  already  promised  it  to  an  applicant,  but  should  he  decline 
it,  he  will  offer  it  to  B.’s  friend.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  168 

1797  Aug.  2  Encloses  letters  from  Lord  Dundonald  explaining  his 
reasons  for  desiring  his  Alkali  Manufacture  process  to  be  examined  by  the 
Committee  for  Trade ;  as  he  thinks  the  request  cannot  properly  be  refused, 
asks  B.’s  advice  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  enquiry  should  be  conducted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  200  vo. 

1797  Aug.  4.]  *  He  supposes  Lord  Dundonald’s  reason  for  wishing  his 
Alkali  process  to  be  examined  is  lack  of  money;  considers  it  unwise  to 
judge  of  chemical  experiments  unless  carried  out  on  a  large  scale;  the 


453 


Jenkinson,  Charles,  continued 

evidence  of  the  Northumberland  Alkali  Co.  is  offered  and  could  give 
information  on  cost  and  quantity;  Dr.  Pearson,  Cavendish  and  Turner 
could  give  chemical  evidence;  in  any  case  the  Committee’s  report  must  be 
guarded  unless  it  can  rely  on  the  expert  chemical  evidence ;  is  leaving  for 
Derbyshire  on  the  20th,  calling  at  Birmingham  on  the  way,  to  see  Boulton’s 
coinage  machinery  in  operation.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38231.  45-46 


37.  Addiscombe 
Place 


38.  Overton 


39.  London 


40.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1797  Aug.  21  He  has  been  pressed  by  the  Bank  of  England  to  issue  a 
new  silver  coinage  and  replied  that  though  the  Coin  Committee  were 
prepared  to  consider  it,  Pitt  through  pressure  of  business  could  not  now 
do  so ;  any  alteration  in  the  coinage  would  require  an  Act  of  Parliament ; 
the  Bank  has  now  sent  details  of  the  price  of  silver  in  England  for  the  last 
thirty  years;  he  has  seen  Pitt,  to  whom  the  Bank  had  also  applied,  but 
nothing  can  be  done  until  the  Mint  is  reformed ;  there  is  a  great  demand 
for  copper  coinage  and  Boulton  should  be  ordered  to  buy  more  copper  and 
make  halfpence ;  he  considers  the  separate  peace  concluded  by  Portugal  an 
act  of  treachery;  does  not  share  Pitt’s  opinion  that  peace  with  France  is 
likely ;  has  a  high  opinion  of  Abbe  Barruel’s  Hist,  des  Jacobins. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  117-121 

1797  Aug.  26-Sept.  3  *  He  agrees  that  nothing  can  be  done  as  to  silver 
coinage  until  the  Mint  is  reformed ;  he  doubts  if  the  rapidity  with  which 
Boulton’s  machines  turn  out  copper  coins  could  be  maintained  with  silver; 
he  agrees  with  the  Bank  report  that  weight  should  be  diminished  but  the 
standard  maintained;  he  has  seen  Boulton’s  mint,  which  surpassed  his 
expectations ;  the  demand  for  pence  is  very  great,  and  as  soon  as  the  200 
tons  are  finished  another  indenture  for  more  should  be  made,  also  for 
halfpence  and  farthings  as  soon  as  the  demand  for  pence  slackens,  but 
the  old  Mint  copper  should  be  called  in  when  the  new  coin  is  issued. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  20-22 
D.T.C.  10  (2).  1 22-1 24 

1797  Sept.  20  Sends  copies  of  letters  from  Boulton  to  himself  and  to 
Long,  Sec.  of  the  Treasury ;  he  will  not  move  in  the  matter  until  B.  returns 
to  town  except  to  recommend  the  Treasury  to  authorize  Boulton  to  pur¬ 
chase  more  copper ;  Lord  Malmesbury  has  returned,  having  been  ordered 
to  leave  France  within  24  hours;  he  has  had  conferences  with  the  Lord 
Mayor  on  increasing  the  price  of  bread ;  the  yield  of  this  year’s  harvest  is 
not  yet  known,  but  the  whole  matter  must  be  referred  to  Parliament;  the 
failures  of  Country  Bankers  have  had  an  effect  on  speculations  in  wheat, 
which  has  led  to  a  monopoly  by  the  mealmen ;  he  has  seen  the  King,  who 
is  in  perfect  health.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  175-178 

1797  Sept.  24  *  Acknowledges  the  letters  sent;  the  success  of  the  copper 
coinage  is  very  great,  but  the  issue  is  insufficient,  and  he  trusts  the 
Treasury  will  authorize  the  purchase  of  more  copper;  the  corn  has  suffered 
much  from  the  wet  season;  he  is  assured  that  this  year’s  barley  is  good 
and  yields  better  meal  than  last  year’s,  and  that  the  wheat  crop  will  reach 
the  average;  the  state  of  affairs  in  France  is  terrible  and  its  effect  on  her 
enemies  is  not  so  much  the  fear  of  defeat  in  arms  as  exhaustion  of 
resources ;  he  agrees  that  the  mealmen  are  the  real  cause  of  the  exorbitant 
price  of  wheat.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  23-24 
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42.  Soho  Square 


43.  Hertford 
Street 


44.  Soho  Square 


45.  Whitehall 


46.  Hertford 
Street 


47.  Hertford 
Street 


48.  Hertford 
Street 


Regrets  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  accept  his  friendly 
invitation  as  he  is  busily  engaged  by  the  opening  session  of  R.S.  and  the 
approaching  anniversary  elections.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38472.  259 

1797  Dec.  27  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  papers  relating  to  the  issue  of 
false  money;  he  has  sent  them  to  the  Council  office  with  a  request  that 
the  directions  written  upon  the  cover  shall  be  carried  out  immediately. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  29 

1798  Feb.  12  Sends  a  letter  from  Boulton  on  the  silver  coinage;  Boulton 

considers  it  would  take  twelve  months  to  install  in  the  Royal  Mint 
machines  similar  to  his  own  for  making  coins ;  Lord  L.  thinks  Boulton  is 
obstructing  the  carrying  on  of  coining  at  the  Royal  Mint  in  order  that  it 
may  be  done  by  him  at  Birmingham;  requests  B.  to  bring  the  letter  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Coin  Committee  [on  the  15th].  D.T.C.  10  (2).  178 

1798  Feb.  13  *  Assures  him  that  to  erect  new  buildings,  to  build  two 
steam-engines,  to  set  up  a  rolling-mill  and  to  make  six  new  presses  is  a 
work  that  cannot  be  done  in  a  short  time;  Boulton’s  mint  is  certainly  the 
best  for  copper,  but  not  so  for  silver;  the  possibility  of  using  the  presses 
now  in  the  mint  without  waiting  for  new  ones  must  be  considered;  the 
purchase  of  copper  without  causing  a  rise  in  the  market  is  alone  sufficient 
justification  for  employing  a  contractor,  but  with  silver  the  calculation  is 
more  difficult;  whatever  is  decided,  he  is  confident  that  Boulton  will  do 
everything  possible  for  the  new  Mint.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  220-221 

1798  Feb.  21  The  Governor  and  Deputy-Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England  have  been  examined  and  have  given  clear  answers  to  the  questions 
put  to  them,  copies  of  which  will  be  sent  to  B. ;  there  was  much  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  Committee;  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  favour  coining 
sixpences  and  shillings,  but  not  crowns  or  half-crowns;  when  told  the 
reasons  against  this,  the  Governor  and  Deputy-Governor  were  convinced ; 
they  are  ordered  to  attend  again  on  the  23rd  to  state  the  views  of  the 
Directors  on  coining  half-crowns.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  225 

1798  Feb.  22  He  has  Calonne’s  Report  but  it  is  in  the  country,  and  has 
sent  for  it  and  has  asked  Calonne  himself  for  all  his  other  papers  relating 
to  coinage ;  he  has  asked  the  Bank  of  England  and  the  officers  of  the  Mint 
for  the  relative  prices  at  which  Gold  and  Silver  are  estimated  in  foreign 
mints;  agrees  with  B.  that  large  committees  do  not  work  efficiently,  as 
many  of  their  members  are  insufficiently  informed  and  make  irrelevant 
remarks  that  impede  business ;  some  progress  has  nevertheless  been  made. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  226-227 

1798  Feb.  24  Regrets  to  hear  that  B.  is  again  suffering  from  gout;  he 
has  received  from  the  officers  of  the  Mint  a  statement  of  the  prices  at 
which  Gold  and  Silver  are  valued  in  foreign  mints  and  will  send  a  copy 
of  it  to  B. ;  the  Governor  and  Deputy- Governor  of  the  Bank  again  attended 
the  Coin  Committee  and  have  so  amended  their  former  answers  as  to  make 
a  fresh  statement,  a  copy  of  which  will  also  be  sent;  the  Directors  now 
favour  coining  half-crowns  but  not  crowns ;  the  Mint  officers  observe  that 
owing  to  the  present  confusion  in  so  many  nations,  values  of  Gold  and 
Silver  are  continually  changing.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  228 

1798  Mar.  4  Sends  draft  of  additional  questions  he  proposes  to  put  to 
the  officers  of  the  Mint  for  B.’s  approval  and  suggestions.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  231 
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49.  Hertford 
Street 


50.  Hertford 
Street 


1798  Mar.  7  Thanks  B.  for  returning  the  questions  with  his  observations, 
all  of  which  he  has  adopted,  except  one;  the  queries  now  amount  to  71, 
but  they  are  all  necessary;  copies  will  be  sent  to  all  the  Lords  who  usually 
attend  the  Coin  Committee  and  when  they  are  approved  he  will  see 
[Stanesby]  Alchorne  [Assay  Master]  and  then  summon  the  officers  of  the 
Mint  and  give  them  the  questions ;  though  he  doubts  their  ability  to  give 
proper  answers,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  ask  them. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  236-237 

1798  Mar.  17  He  has  had  a  long  conversation  with  Alchorne,  but  he 
seldom  gave  any  definite  opinion;  he  gave  him  copies  of  the  questions 
put  to  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  and  their  answers,  also  the  questions 
to  the  officers  of  the  Mint ;  the  latter  will  not  be  summoned  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  until  Alchorne  has  had  time  to  consider  them;  A.  informed  him 
that  the  officers  know  little  of  the  principles  of  coinage,  but  only  its  practical 
aspect;  A.  expressed  his  admiration  of  Boulton’s  expedition  in  making 
copper  coins  and  stated  that  all  except  the  old  Town  halfpence  were 
falling  out  of  circulation;  A.  considers  the  gold  coinage  too  sharp  and 
elaborate  in  design  and  therefore  wears  quickly;  he  considers  hardening 
promotes  wear  and  softer  metal  wears  much  less ;  he  also  gives  his  opinion 
on  fineness  and  weight  and  on  that  of  the  new  silver  coinage;  [Richard] 
Ryder  [M.P.  for  Tiverton]  is  to  move  for  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  clause  in  the 
Act  of  James  I  which  restricts  tanning  of  leather  to  oak  and  ash  bark. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  250-254 

51.  Soho  Square  1798  Apl.  10*  He  has  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Stephen  Cottrell 
enclosing  a  letter  from  Boulton  and  asking  his  advice  as  to  the  proper  per¬ 
son  to  attend  the  Committee  on  their  inspection  of  the  Bank  [sic,  read 
“Mint”];  he  suggests  John  Rennie,  a  trained  engineer  of  whose  ability 
he  has  the  highest  opinion.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38232.  21 

1798  Apl.  19  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  enclosing  one  to  him  from  Mr. 
Chaplin  together  with  a  memorial  from  Porter,  one  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Privy  Council  office;  he  has  a  high  opinion  of  Porter’s  ability  and  last 
year,  with  Pitt’s  approval,  he  increased  his  salary;  he  regrets  that  Porter 
is  still  not  satisfied,  but  he  can  do  no  more  for  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  217  vo. 
1798  May  5  Encloses  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England 
expressing  the  intention  of  sending  a  large  quantity  of  silver  to  the  Mint 
to  be  coined;  this  would  defeat  the  object  of  the  intended  new  silver  coinage 
by  driving  the  present  defective  coin  out  of  circulation,  which  would 
produce  great  confusion;  he  will  summon  the  Governor  to  the  Coin 
Committee  on  8th  May.  [The  enclosure  states  that  the  London  bankers 
have  lately  bought  silver  valued  at  £50,000,  and  as  the  Bank  of  England 
feels  the  need  for  new  coinage  of  better  standard,  it  is  proposed,  if  there  is 
no  objection,  to  send  a  quantity  of  the  Bank’s  own  silver  to  be  coined.] 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  271-272 

54  Soho  Square  1798  May  6  *  He  considers  the  position  of  the  Coin  Committee  now  to 
be  very  critical ;  their  conclusions  are  suddenly  nullified  by  silver  being 
rated  more  highly  as  coin  than  as  bullion;  he  thinks  the  effect  on  public 
opinion  will  be  serious  for  it  will  not  be  admitted  that  the  new  light 
silver  is  better  than  the  old,  and  there  will  be  a  clamour  to  have  it  called 
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in ;  he  thinks  that  the  coining  of  silver  at  the  Mint  must  cease,  to  prevent 
more  of  the  old  from  being  sent  in;  if  the  plan  of  the  bankers  is  carried 
out,  the  loss  will  fall  on  Government ;  suggests  measures  for  control  and 
for  checking  counterfeiters.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  120-121 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  274-276 

1798  May  10  He  has  read  the  reports  of  [Charles]  Hatchett  and  of 
Boulton;  considers  the  former  excellent  but  disapproves  of  the  latter; 
sends  B.  queries  he  intends  to  put  to  Boulton;  as  the  whole  matter  will 
come  before  the  public,  he  expects  satisfactory  answers;  the  reports  will 
be  sent  to  Rennie  [the  engineer  designing  the  new  Mint] ;  when  the 
reports  have  been  considered  by  B.  and  Cavendish  they  should  be  sent  to 
the  officers  of  the  Mint,  and  when  the  latter  have  reported  thereon,  the 
Committee,  with  Cavendish’s  assistance,  will  then  determine  how  to  act, 
and  to  use  the  King’s  authority  to  put  their  determinations  into  execution ; 
sends  Hatchett’s  report  to  B.  and  requests  B.  to  bring  it  with  him  to  confer 
thereon  to-morrow.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  279-280 

1798  May  21  Thanks  B.  for  his  prompt  attention  to  the  draft  report  of 
the  Coin  Committee  which  will  be  laid  before  them  on  Wednesday  [23rd 
May] ;  he  sends  the  papers  of  Calonne  who  has  raised  the  French  standard 
of  silver  higher  than  he  ought,  and  fearing  the  English  Government  will 
increase  his  discredit  by  lowering  the  standard  of  silver  coin,  is  doing  all 
he  can  to  prevent  it.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  281-282 

1798  May  26  He  is  happy  to  hear  that  Chapman’s  discovery  is  important 
and  should  be  put  to  trial ;  he  considers  the  proper  body  to  do  this  is  the 
Society  of  Arts  ;  mentions  a  passage  from  Adam  Smith’s  Wealth  of 
Nations  proving  that  when  both  gold  and  silver  coin  were  defective  before 
1774,  the  price  of  bullion  of  both  metals  increased  and  both  fell  when  gold 
was  perfected,  showing  that  gold  is  the  standard  by  which  silver  is  gauged; 
Porter  [his  clerk]  has  been  asked  to  calculate  the  prices  of  silver  for  the 
last  50  years,  and  he  may  consult  B.  thereon.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  283-286 
1798  June  8  Encloses  an  important  statement  from  [Samuel]  Garbett  [of 
Birmingham]  on  the  price  of  gold  from  1780  to  1796;  during  much  of  this 
period  current  guineas  were  defective  and  both  gold  and  silver  bullion 
rose  in  consequence;  he  has  taken  no  further  step  until  Pitt’s  opinion  is 
given;  he  fears  that  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  [Sir  James]  Eyre  will  introduce 
legal  considerations  which  will  embarrass  the  Coin  Committee;  he  is 
contending  with  the  lawyers  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  287-288 

59.  Soho  Square  1798  June  10  *  Returns  Garbett’s  statement  and  agrees  that  it  is  im¬ 
portant  and  confirms  Lord  L.’s  principle  in  the  Coin  Committee  that  gold 
is  the  national  standard  metal  and  ought  to  be  made  the  only  legal  one; 
the  stability  of  gold  in  England  during  periods  of  variation  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent  before  1796  is  curious,  and  he  suggests  an  explanation;  he  regrets 
the  delay  caused  by  Pitt  and  hopes  the  Lord  Chief  Justice’s  legal  notions 
will  be  successfully  combated.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  289-291 

1798  June  15  Thanks  B.  for  his  observations  on  gold;  the  prices  given 
by  the  Bank  of  England  being  nearly  uniform,  confirms  the  opinion  that 
gold  coin  should  be  made  the  standard ;  he  has  had  a  statement  prepared 
of  the  relative  prices  of  the  precious  metals  in  ancient  times  under  the 
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Jews,  Persians,  Greeks,  Romans  and  Saxons,  and  down  to  the  present 
time;  the  average  proportion  is  from  io  to  18  to  i ;  quotes  some  notable 
historic  variations;  he  has  not  yet  heard  Pitt’s  views  on  the  coinage. 

D.T.C.  io  (2).  292-295 

61.  Soho  Square  1798  June  16  *  Agrees  that  the  price  of  gold  should  be  taken  from  the 

English  market  without  reference  to  foreign ;  mentions  the  relative  prices 
of  gold  and  silver  after  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire;  if  America  had  not 
been  discovered,  gold  and  silver  might  have  been  nearly  at  the  same  price; 
comments  on  the  enormous  supply  of  silver,  and  its  effect  on  speculators ; 
he  thinks  that  Pitt’s  ill-health  and  the  pressure  of  public  business  account 
for  the  delay  in  giving  his  opinion  on  the  coinage  question. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  140-142 
D.T.C.  10  (2).  296-299 

1798  July  7  Informs  B.  that  the  King  heartily  approves  that  Cavendish 
should  assist  the  Coin  Committee;  he  has  drafted  a  letter  so  informing 
Cavendish  and  Sir  Stephen  Cottrell  will  submit  it  to  B.  for  approval  before 
it  is  sent;  the  King  seemed  inclined  to  appoint  Cavendish  a  Privy 
Councillor.  D.T.C.  11.  1-2 
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1798  July  12  *  Sends  his  comments  on  a  statement  by  Lord  L.  on 
coinage;  (1)  that  the  original  value  of  the  guinea  was  205.;  they  were 
struck  in  1662  and  made  current  in  1663;  (2)  the  term  “Standard”, 
though  appropriate  for  coinage,  is  preoccupied  by  its  use  for  fine  metal 
and  alloy  for  plate,  etc.  ;  (3)  Charles  I  coined  pieces  of  20s.  and  105.  in 
silver  in  1642;  (4)  he  does  not  know  that  any  legal  instrument  fixing  the 
value  of  gold  coin  was  ever  issued:  Charles  I,  the  Protector  and  Charles  II 
clearly  fixed  the  values  by  a  mark  on  the  reverse ;  (5)  the  King’s  Prerogative 
had  been  used  to  compel  the  passing  of  current  money  at  higher  or  lower 
rates  than  its  true  value;  John  Locke  had  a  mistaken  notion  of  the  fixing 
of  values.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38422.  323-324 

D.T.C.  11.  3-5 

1798  Aug.  6  Agrees  with  B.  that  experiments  should  be  undertaken  with 
the  coinage  in  the  manner  approved  by  Cavendish,  and  he  will  take  steps 
to  put  the  matter  in  train.  D.T.C.  11.  29 

1798  Aug.  11  He  is  pleased  to  hear  of  the  satisfactory  state  of  the  Mint 
when  B.  visited  it  on  the  9th ;  he  approves  B.’s  suggestion  that  experiments 
should  be  made  by  [Charles]  Hatchett  on  the  alloys  used  in  gold  coin;  he 
thinks  that  specimens  of  gold  from  Portuguese,  Spanish  and  African 
mines  should  also  be  examined ;  he  has  had  news  of  a  naval  action  in  the 
Mediterranean  which  seems  to  have  been  a  British  victory.  [The  Battle  of 
the  Nile,  1st  Aug.,  1798.]  D.T.C.  11.  30-32 

1798  Aug.  20  Encloses  letters  from  Cheshire  and  Boulton  which  show 
that  Sage  [the  Mint  inspector]  and  Boulton  are  “at  open  war”;  perhaps 
the  letter  may  be  shown  to  Pitt  and  others,  that  they  may  see  what  Sage’s 
conduct  has  been,  but  desires  B.’s  advice;  also  encloses  a  letter  from  the 
Dean  of  Christ  Church  [Oxford]  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  [concerning  Dr. 
Abraham  Robertson],  D.T.C.  11.  33-34 

1798  Aug.  23  *  He  thinks  Bernwood’s  treatise  on  the  weights  and  values 
of  ancient  coins  will  be  useful  to  the  Oxford  Scholar  who  is  investigating 
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ancient  values ;  he  is  aware  of  Dr.  Abraham  Robertson’s  merit  as  a  mathe¬ 
matician,  but  his  classical  attainments  are  known  to  him  only  by  the  letter 
of  the  Dean  [of  Christ  Church].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  1 90-1 91 

D.T.C.  11.  35-36 

68.  Soho  Square  1798  Aug.  26  *  Encloses  a  letter  from  his  Colonel  [of  the  Lincolnshire 

Militia],  Lord  Buckinghamshire;  it  would  ease  his  mind  if  a  second  major 
could  be  appointed;  suggests  that  if  a  precedent  can  be  found,  the  new 
officer’s  pay  should  be  deducted  from  his  own,  as  he  does  not  wish  to 
receive  emolument  for  services  performed  by  others;  has  just  been 
attacked  by  gout  again.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38232.  214-215 

69.  Addiscombe  1798  Sept.  1  He  has  received  Boulton’s  proposals  for  coining  halfpence 

Place  and  farthings,  a  copy  of  which  is  being  made  for  B. ;  Boulton  has  also  sent 

specimens  of  copper  to  show  the  different  methods  of  rolling  and  cutting 
blanks ;  the  price  at  the  Royal  Mint  is  £21  per  ton  with  the  copper  delivered 
rolled,  and  as  the  rolling  costs  £ 21 ,  the  total  cost  at  the  Mint  is  ^42; 
Boulton  claims  that  he  will  make  coins  of  superior  quality  and  much 
faster  than  the  Mint;  i.e.  at  the  rate  of  1000  tons  per  annum  against  200; 
he  has  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  H.E.I.  Co.  not  to  pay  more  than 
£ 106  per  ton  for  the  copper  they  purchase;  will  endeavour  to  obtain  Pitt’s 
decision  on  the  silver  coinage.  [See  Boulton,  M.,  No.  56.] 
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D.T.C.  11.  57-59 

[1798]  Sept.  15  *  Thanks  Lord  L.  for  his  good  wishes  for  his  recovery; 
he  paid  a  premature  visit  to  the  office  in  the  hope  of  seeing  [John]  King 
(i q.v .),  and  is  not  so  well  as  before;  he  hopes  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to 
attend  to  business  again.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38472.  299 

1798  Sept.  18  #  Thanks  Lord  L.  for  his  kind  offer  to  visit  him,  but  he 
is  confined  to  bed  and  in  great  pain  and  therefore  unable  to  receive  his 
friends.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38472.  301 

1798  Sept.  28  Discusses  Seigneurage  and  Brassage  on  coin  and  how 
these  charges  are  dealt  with  by  the  Governments  of  various  nations  and  in 
England  before  the  coinage  was  free ;  quotes  Snelling  and  other  authorities ; 
his  intention  is  to  take  out  of  the  new  silver  coinage  the  cost  of  making  it 
which  he  estimates  at  2%  or  3%;  he  is  about  to  make  a  search  in  the 
Statute  Book  and  various  Rolls  and  Proclamations  relating  to  this  country 
in  former  times  with  respect  to  weighing  coin,  a  subject  on  which  lawyers 
seem  to  be  ignorant ;  he  is  in  need  of  a  mathematician  to  make  calculations 
and  is  inclined  to  send  for  Mr.  Robinson  [fie,  Dr.  Abraham  Robertson], 
the  Savilian  Professor,  which  would  enable  him  to  consult  also  the  Dean 
and  [Clayton  Mordaunt]  Cracherode  when  necessary. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38310.  236  ^0.-237 
D.T.C.  11.  90-97 

1798  Oct.  12  *  Considers  Lord  L.’s  reply  to  Lord  Yarborough  must  be 
satisfactory  to  him  as  it  is  to  B.,  and  he  appreciates  his  favours  in 
ecclesiastical  matters ;  he  highly  approves  of  the  manner  he  has  dealt  with 
“Parson  Kipling  who  is  a  Proud  Priest  &  one  I  do  not  respect”;  he  was 
told  by  Lord  Spencer  that  the  French  fleet  in  Lat.  45  had  been  seen  by 
our  cruisers  three  times  in  four  days  and  it  is  expected  that  their  destination 
is  Ireland;  he  is  now  again  confined  to  his  room. 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  38232.  302-303 
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Thanks  him  for  his  kind  enquiries ;  he  can  now  go  up  and 
down  stairs,  though  with  difficulty,  and  for  the  first  time  did  not  retire 
to  bed  at  8  o’clock ;  he  hopes  to  have  the  use  of  his  legs  by  the  time  the  R.S. 
session  begins.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38472.  311-312 

[1798]  Nov.  8  #  Explains  that  he  is  fully  occupied  at  R.S.  from  the 
meeting  of  the  Council  at  2.30  until  9  o’clock,  in  meeting  the  Fellows  who 
wish  to  see  him  and  in  performing  the  duties  of  his  office ;  he  sends  this 
note  to  save  Lord  L.  from  calling  at  Soho  Square  during  these  hours. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38232.  232 
1798  Nov.  21  *  Asks  whether  he  has  been  offered  specimens  of  Gold 
mixed  with  Platina ;  if  he  has  them,  he  requests  the  loan  of  one  specimen 
to  show  Cavendish.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  215 

1798  Dec.  3  *  He  met  Professor  [Abraham]  Robertson  at  the  Board  of 
Longitude  and  assured  him  of  his  (Lord  L.’s)  good  opinion  of  him  and 
endeavoured  to  overcome  his  scruples  about  accepting  a  fee,  informing 
him  that  his  services  might  again  be  required  for  the  Coin  Committee ;  he 
has  “waded  through”  the  papers  relating  to  the  measures  taken  by  Gen. 
Keppel  at  Martinique,  which  were  suggested  by  the  merchants  against  the 
interest  of  the  planters ;  he  altered  the  proportional  value  of  gold  and  silver 
and  increased  the  legal  value  of  gold  by  16%,  by  which  many  creditors 
have  been  cheated ;  the  Council  [of  the  Island]  say  that  be  the  proportions 
of  gold  to  silver  what  they  may,  the  established  value  of  coins  must  not  be 
altered,  and  raise  objections  to  Lord  L.’s  letter;  he  is  in  agreement  with  the 
Council,  and  no  doubt  remonstrances  will  be  made  by  all  the  Islands; 
comments  on  other  monetary  regulations  of  the  Governor. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38423.  222-224 
1798  Dec.  13  He  has  consulted  Pitt,  whose  opinion  is  that  foreign  copper 
imported  for  the  coinage  should  be  free  of  duty;  the  duties  on  imported 
copper  generally  should  be  on  a  scale  proportional  to  the  market  price ;  his 
suggestion  is  that  no  duty  should  be  payable  on  copper  ore  or  copper  if  it 
sells  for  £100  a  ton  or  over;  if  between  £100  and  £85,  at  half  the  present 
duty,  and  if  below  ^85,  at  the  whole  of  the  present  duty. 

D.T.C.  11.  118-119 

1798  Dec.  17  *  Describes  the  method  of  silent  auction  called  “ticketing” 
used  in  Cornwall ;  the  companies  who  bid  have  an  assay-master  in  Corn¬ 
wall  to  ascertain  from  samples  the  quantity  of  metal  each  ton  of  ore  will 
yield;  the  standard  price  of  £100  per  ton  is  applied,  so  that  if  a  sample  ore 
produces  1  cwt.  of  metal  per  ton  of  ore,  the  value  of  that  copper  is  £5,  as 
yoth  of  j£ioo;  to  the  standard  price  is  added  the  cost  of  smelting  and  the 
profit,  the  result  being  the  sale  price ;  mentions  the  dispute  between  the 
Welsh  and  Cornish  miners  and  its  settlement ;  encloses  a  long  list  of  queries 
on  copper.  D.T.C.  1 1.  13 1-135 

1798  Dec.  23  Sends  the  calculations  made  by  Dr.  [Abraham]  Robertson 
and  two  sheets  of  his  report  to  show  in  what  manner  these  calculations 
are  utilized.  D.T.C.  11.  136 

1798  Dec.  28  Encloses  a  letter  from  Boulton  ( q.v .  Nos.  62,  63)  which 
charges  Williams  with  the  intention  of  cornering  the  copper  market ;  he  is 
convinced  that  the  plan  is  right  of  permitting  Government  to  import 
copper  duty-free  or  to  apply  the  duty,  if  levied,  to  the  purposes  of  Govern- 
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ment  and  not  to  take  off  the  duty  generally  lest  Williams  should  monopolize 
foreign  as  well  as  British  copper;  if  this  privilege  be  given  to  Government 
it  should  not  be  for  coinage  only,  but  also  for  copper  for  sheathing  ships 
of  the  Royal  Navy;  he  will  convene  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  this 
purpose  and  desire  Pitt  and  Lord  Spencer  to  attend;  he  will  consult  the 
Russian  Co.  about  the  prices  of  foreign  copper;  the  price  must  be  lowered 
as  the  shortage  is  fictitious  and  due  to  the  operations  of  Williams ;  he  has 
received  papers  from  [Joseph]  Cotton  ( q.v .)  on  the  subject  of  copper. 

D.T.C.  11.  144-146 

82.  Soho  Square  1799  Jan.  7  *  At  the  request  of  Dr.  [Richard]  Shepherd  (q.v.)  of  Corpus 
Christi  Coll.,  Oxford,  whose  father  was  “my  Tutor  when  I  was  a  child”; 
he  sends  an  essay  together  with  a  letter  concerning  it;  he  cannot  judge 
whether  Dr.  Shepherd’s  “scheme  for  a  Coalition  of  Religions  is  utopian 
or  Feasible”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38233.  1 

1799  Jan.  22  As  B.  mentioned  that  the  Secretary  [Clerk]  of  R.S. 
[George  Gilpin]  is  a  very  able  calculator,  he  proposes  to  send  all  [Abraham] 
Robertson’s  papers  in  order  to  settle  certain  points  on  which  his  results  do 
not  agree  with  those  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint ;  he  also  sends  a  letter  from 
[James  William]  Morrison,  [Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint]  justifying  the 
principle  on  which  the  Mint  calculations  were  made.  D.T.C.  1 1.  1 70-1 72 
1799  Jan.  27  Requests  B.  to  ascertain  from  his  friend  the  Swedish 
Minister  information  about  the  Swedish  copper  mines  and  the  possibility 
of  obtaining  supplies  from  thence;  he  agrees  that  the  Lord  Lieut,  of 
Ireland  now  has  a  better  basis  on  which  to  negotiate  for  a  union,  but 
unfortunately  he  is  a  bad  negotiator;  there  seems  to  be  no  fear  of  Sweden 
joining  France,  being  too  fearful  of  Russia  and  the  British  Navy;  mentions 
the  attitude  of  Denmark  and  other  powers ;  the  opposition  to  union  with 
Ireland  comes  mainly  from  Dublin  and  the  Church,  the  Dissenters  and 
Catholics  watch  one  another  with  suspicion.  D.T.C.  11.  176-180 

1799  Feb.  13  Sends  the  manuscript  and  proofs  of  his  historical  account 
of  weights,  values,  etc.,  of  gold  and  silver  for  B.’s  opinion;  he  finds  that 
[Abraham]  Robertson’s  calculation  of  the  rise  of  gold  in  1717,  which  he 
doubted,  is  quite  correct;  he  agrees  with  B.  that  the  matters  in  dispute 
between  Robertson  and  the  officers  of  the  Mint  should  be  referred  to 
Cavendish.  D.T.C.  11.  195-196 

86.  Soho  Square  1799  May  25  *  Encloses  the  reply  of  Col.  Fullarton  (q.v.)  to  his  letter 
and  also  [Sir  William]  Grant’s  opinion ;  he  presumes  that  the  matter  will 
be  laid  before  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  before  an  answer  is  given. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38424.  64 
1799  May  26  Thanks  B.  for  sending  him  Fullarton’s  letter  and  Grant’s 
legal  opinion  on  his  questions  relating  to  the  issue  of  silver  tokens;  he 
doubts  the  validity  of  Grant’s  opinion  and  the  similar  one  of  the  Attorney 
General,  which  is  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale;  as  Ful¬ 
larton’s  proposals  relate  to  Scotland  they  should  have  been  referred  to  the 
Lord  Advocate.  D.T.C.  11.  227-228 

88.  Soho  Square  1799  June  8  #  Sends  a  proposal  of  the  African  Association  for  trading 
with  the  negroes  for  gold,  which  is  found  in  abundance  in  Africa;  the 
initial  expenses  may  be  heavy,  but  he  considers  they  would  be  justified  by 
results;  if  the  scheme  is  approved  it  will  be  necessary  to  gain  control  of  the 
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coast  as  far  as  Sierra  Leone  either  by  conquest  or  treaty;  if  the  ex¬ 
periment  is  successful,  he  suggests  a  Company  should  be  formed  to  work 
it  under  the  control  of  the  Government;  this  to  be  combined  with 
missionary  and  social  activity  to  convince  the  natives  that  they  would 
be  better  treated  than  under  their  present  tyranny;  Park’s  explorations 
have  proved  what  may  be  done,  and  how  far  training  and  education  would 
benefit  the  natives.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38233.  94-95;  D.T.C.  11.  233-235 

1799  June  10  *  As  requested,  he  gives  information  as  to  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  Sugar  from  Beet  lately  adopted  in  Germany;  in  1747,  a  chemist 
made  experiments  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  sugar  to  be  obtained  from 
Red  Beet,  White  Beet,  Carrots,  etc. ;  Carrots  did  not  produce  a  satisfactory 
result,  but  the  Beets  did  so;  these  experiments  were  in  the  nature  of 
assays  and  were  costly,  undertaken  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  quantity 
of  sugar  yielded,  not  with  any  idea  of  exploiting  the  discovery  commer¬ 
cially;  in  consequence  of  the  high  prices  of  coffee  and  sugar  in  Germany, 
substitutes  have  been  prepared  from  Succory  and  Beet  respectively,  and 
they  have  been  produced  in  quantity ;  [Thomas]  Grenville  ( q.v .)  obtained 
much  information  for  him  in  Berlin,  and  specimens  of  the  sugar  made  in 
Achard’s  laboratory ;  the  sugar  is  excellent  and  much  cheaper  than  that 
of  the  W.  Indies.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38233.  96-97 

1799  July  10  Sends  two  warrants  for  the  indenture  to  be  made  with 
Boulton  for  coining  the  new  currency;  these  require  some  alteration  as 
regards  the  fixing  of  the  price  and  the  time  in  which  the  work  is  to  be 
executed;  asks  B.’s  opinion.  D.T.C.  n.  239-240 

1799  July  12*  Gives  his  comments  on  the  warrants  which  make  no 
reference  to  the  Coin  Committee’s  decision  to  coin  halfpence  and  farthings ; 
on  the  question  of  price,  the  remarks  of  the  Law  Officers  appear  in¬ 
judicious  and  are  aimed  at  himself;  with  regard  to  the  second  warrant 
undertaking  to  pardon  Boulton  for  any  act  of  treason  committed  by  him 
in  pursuance  of  verbal  orders  given  to  him  by  the  Coin  Committee,  no 
such  orders  were  ever  given  by  him  (B.)  or  his  fellows  on  the  Committee. 

D.T.C.  11.  241-243 

1800  Feb.  26  He  agrees  with  B.  that  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of 

money  has  contributed  to  the  advanced  prices  of  all  necessaries,  and  the 
increased  quantity  of  fictitious  money  in  the  form  of  bills  of  Country 
Bankers  have  also  had  a  pernicious  effect,  though  they  are  not  the  cause 
of  the  scarcity ;  he  has  proposed  a  measure  to  prevent  the  price  of  wheat 
from  falling  so  low  as  to  discourage  its  cultivation,  which  would  bring 
scarcity  and  famine.  D.T.C.  12.  36-37 

1800  Feb.  27  *  He  considers  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  opening 
the  ports  when  wheat  is  dear  and  shutting  them  when  it  is  cheap,  and  also 
in  often  keeping  them  open  till  after  harvest,  has  been  the  cause  of 
lowering  the  price  of  wheat;  if  this  destructive  policy  were  abandoned,  the 
price  of  wheat  would  settle  itself  in  accordance  with  home  production; 
farmers  will  be  encouraged  by  receiving  for  their  corn  such  price  as  the 
depreciation  of  money  makes  necessary;  he  has  no  doubt  our  farmers 
could  supply  the  wants  of  this  country,  notwithstanding  the  great  increase 
in  population,  because  of  the  improved  methods  of  agriculture ;  he  is  not 
in  favour  of  public  granaries.  D.T.C.  12.  38-39 
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94.  Spring 
Grove 

1800  July  6  *  He  is  indignant  at  the  manner  in  which  the  Committee 

of  the  Privy  Council  appointed  by  the  King  to  administer  the  coinage  of 
the  realm  is  treated  by  the  Treasury;  since  the  Whig  Cabinet  came  into 
power  the  Privy  Council  “has  been  wantonly  trampled  upon”;  the  dis¬ 
respect  shown  by  the  Treasury  clerks  is  increasing  and  if  it  continues,  the 
P.C.  will  sink  to  a  mere  title,  as  it  has  done  in  Germany;  gives  instances 
of  persons  or  public  bodies  called  before  the  P.C.  having  been  slighted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  97-98 

95.  Spring 
Grove 

1800  July  11  *  Returns  the  papers  on  the  Island  of  Bermuda;  it  is 

strange  that  the  building  of  fast-sailing  merchant  ships  should  be  carried 
on  in  a  place  where  timber  is  so  scarce,  and  stranger  that  the  speed  of 
these  vessels  is  used  only  for  escaping  from  the  enemy  and  not  for  attacking 
as  privateers;  little  information  was  elicited  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Committee  [for  Trade]  except  on  the  quantity  of  corn  on  ships  and  in 
warehouses;  enquiry  will  be  made  into  the  complaint  that  Boulton  is 
exporting  implements  and  machinery  to  Russia. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  103-104 

96.  Spring 
Grove 

1800  Aug.  15  *  He  cannot  yet  give  definite  information  about  the  wheat 

harvest,  but  the  indications  are  that  it  will  be  favourable;  old  wheat  is 
abundant  and  has  been  sold  at  £20  a  load ;  his  opinion  is  that  the  scarcity 
last  year  was  due  to  the  small  quantity  sown  because  of  the  low  prices  paid 
in  1798  in  consequence  of  the  ports  being  kept  open,  which  deterred 
farmers  from  sowing;  he  is  sure  that  this  year’s  crop  will  suffice  for  the 
nation’s  needs;  he  would  advise  that  import  of  wheat  should  be  pro¬ 
hibited  during  harvest  and  seed  time  so  that  English  prices  may  find  a 
natural  level,  and  that  returns  be  made  of  the  quantity  of  land  sown  with 
wheat  to  form  a  criterion  of  the  supply. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  130-13 1 

97.  Spring 
Grove 

1800  Aug.  19  *  As  the  sheep  he  has  allotted  to  him  (Lord  L.)  are  very 

good  ones,  he  will  promote  the  sale  of  his  wool;  his  friend  Brickwood 
differs  in  his  opinions  on  crossing  the  Spanish  breed,  and  he  fears  his 
experiments  with  Leicesters  will  spoil  the  carcase  and  produce  wool  of  a 
kind  not  wanted  in  the  market;  he  hopes  Lord  L.  will  consent  to  send 
Boulton’s  memorial  to  the  Treasury;  although  they  would  think  it  a 
victory,  it  will  do  them  no  good  and  the  Coin  Committee  no  harm;  he 
feels  much  hurt  that  the  coinage  project  on  which  he  has  spent  so  much 
time  and  labour  is  in  danger  of  being  lost  unless  the  copper  coinage  can  be 
kept  in  motion;  he  is  about  to  leave  [on  the  24th]  for  Derbyshire  and 
thence  to  Lincolnshire;  he  has  sent  the  project  (nature  not  stated)  to  the 

Bishop  but  has  not  yet  had  a  reply.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  132-133 
98.  Soho  Square  1800  Aug.  21  *  Encloses  the  paper  on  the  Cultivation  of  Cinnamon  as 
desired;  it  was  drawn  up  chiefly  to  improve  the  Cinnamon  of  H.E.I.  Co. 


99.  Overton 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  134 
1800  Sept.  4  *  He  finds  the  whole  neighbourhood  disturbed  and  restive 

owing  to  the  high  price  of  corn ;  although  the  people  bore  the  hardships 
of  winter  without  complaint,  now  resentment  is  flaming  and  the  miners 
are  going  in  a  body  to  Chesterfield  market  to  demand  a  reduction,  or  else 
they  will  seize  the  corn  and  pay  a  fair  price  for  it ;  his  agent  says  that  the 
well-disposed  persons  outnumber  the  turbulent,  and  he  doubts  if  they  will 
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carry  out  their  threat ;  the  gentry  believe  the  cause  of  the  evil  to  be  the 


ioo.  [Overton] 
Boston 

increasing  issue  of  notes  and  the  consequent  speculation  in  corn. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  138-139 
1800  Sept.  6\  *  He  had  hoped  the  threatened  mass  march  to  Chester- 

1800  Sept.  8 J  field  would  be  abandoned,  but  it  took  place;  the  miners 
assembled  and  his  agent  endeavoured  to  dissuade  them,  without  success; 
they  went  in  a  body  with  two  elders  on  horseback,  and  at  Chesterfield 
made  the  Crier  announce  that  if  goods  were  not  sold  at  reasonable  prices 
they  would  return  next  market  day  and  seize  them ;  the  procession  returned 
in  the  afternoon,  and  all  the  men  were  sober  and  civil ;  before  he  left  he 
wrote  a  long  letter  to  be  read  by  his  agent,  exhorting  the  men  to  remain 
at  home,  but  they  paid  no  heed ;  he  fears  they  may  be  joined  by  the  colliers 
and  manufacturers  and  become  an  unruly  mob ;  a  troop  of  cavalry  is 
standing  by  to  protect  the  market;  on  his  journey  to  Boston  he  saw 
everywhere  the  devastation  of  the  crops  caused  by  the  heavy  rains ;  most 
of  the  corn  is  beaten  flat  in  the  mud  and  unfit  for  human  food. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  140-141 

i oi.  Addiscombe 
Place 

1800  Sept.  7  He  has  sent  B.’s  letter  about  the  riots  in  Nottingham  [«'c, 

Derbyshire]  to  the  Duke  of  Portland;  although  there  are  quantities  of 
wheat  in  the  Thames,  the  merchants  would  not  land  it,  hoping  the  price 
would  fall  so  that  they  might  get  the  bounty,  an  action  that  has  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  rise ;  wheat  has  been  allowed  to  stand  too  long  and  is  sprouting 
in  the  ear  and  useless;  he  is  convinced  that  population  increases  faster  than 
production;  the  profits  of  the  millers  and  factors  have  greatly  increased 
through  the  scarcity,  which  encourages  hoarding  of  corn;  there  is  urgent 
need  of  reform,  and  suggests  remedies;  the  establishment  of  a  Flour  and 
Bread  Co.  in  London  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  other  eminent 
men  should  tend  to  keep  prices  steady  and  check  speculation  and  alarm. 

D.T.C.  12.  94-101 

102.  Lincoln 

[1800]  Sept.  11  *  He  has  already  sent  information  about  the  commotion 

in  his  Derbyshire  village ;  he  has  now  had  his  agent’s  reply  to  his  letter, 
which  he  encloses ;  he  has  approved  the  agent’s  conduct  and  has  undertaken 
to  pay  the  extra  cost  of  meal ;  he  hopes  the  business  will  soon  be  settled 
and  rioting  will  cease ;  the  harvest  in  Lincolnshire  is  calamitous,  for  wheat 
and  even  barley  sprouted  in  the  ear  and  nearly  all  the  oats  were  beaten 
down,  though  there  is  some  grain  in  the  Wolds  that  will  be  saleable;  he 
hopes  the  present  fair  weather  will  last.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  145-146 

103.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1800  Sept.  16  *  The  point  on  which  they  differ  is  that  he  (B.)  considers 

that  wheat  should  never  be  sold  for  less  than  60s.  a  quarter,  whereas  he 
(Lord  L.)  says  that  he  would  not  force  even  the  desirable  effect  of  a  plenti¬ 
ful  supply  by  pressing  on  the  poor;  he  thinks  that  at  60s.  it  would  not 
press  the  poor  and  would  be  an  advantageous  price  to  the  buyer  and  would 
encourage  the  culture  of  wheat ;  the  return  of  fine  weather  has  saved  much 
of  the  crop  which  would  have  been  lost;  he  hopes  the  deficiency  will  be 
met  by  better  crops  in  the  south ;  the  damage  by  the  rain,  bad  as  it  was,  is 
less  severe  than  was  feared;  he  hopes  that  Lord  L.  will  not  introduce  any 
measure  without  first  ascertaining  that  he  will  have  full  support;  the 
arrangements  for  draining  [the  Fens]  proceed  slowly  but  surely;  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  erecting  churches  in  reclaimed  areas  has  been  agreed  to;  the  plan 
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becomes  more  complicated  as  the  town  of  Boston  wishes  to  include  in  it 
the  improvement  of  the  harbour,  which  would  certainly  improve  the 
outfall.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  1 52-1 53 

1800  Sept.  25  Gives  a  long  dissertation  on  the  causes  of  the  present 
distress  among  the  poor,  and  his  ideas  as  to  remedies ;  the  recent  riots  will 
compel  the  House  of  Commons  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
subject;  the  Ministers  encourage  civil  and  military  power  to  suppress 
disorders,  and  have  sent  troops  wherever  there  appeared  to  be  danger ;  they 
have  continued  the  free  import  of  grain  and  provisions  till  40  days  after 
Parliament  meets ;  the  average  wheat  crop  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  and 
for  the  last  five  years  five  million  quarters  have  been  imported ;  repeats  at 
great  length  his  ideas  on  corn  production  and  distribution  and  the  specu¬ 
lations  by  middlemen;  he  takes  a  gloomy  view  of  the  European  situation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38311.  75  vo- 78 
D.T.C.  12.  102-111 

[1800]  Sept.  28  *  Further  discussion  of  wheat  prices;  he  thinks  60s.  per 
quarter  an  inducement  to  farmers  to  grow  more  if  they  feel  sure  of  receiving 
it ;  he  learns  that  the  wheat  of  his  county  will  hardly  be  saleable,  but  most 
of  it  will  make  better  bread  than  last  year’s ;  commerce  in  necessities  cannot 
be  allowed  the  same  freedom  as  other  branches  and  must  be  to  some 
extent  controlled ;  [Adam]  Smith’s  principles,  like  those  of  Revolutionary 
France,  are  based  on  unqualified  liberty  but  are  not  founded  on  reason  or 
experience ;  years  of  scarcity  never  come  singly,  two  and  often  three  bad 
years  have  succeeded  one  another.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38234.  164-165 
1800  Sept.  29  *  In  consequence  of  Lord  L.’s  last  letter  he  has  been 
searching  old  law  books  to  find  the  opinions  of  our  ancestors  on  fore¬ 
stalling,  etc.,  and  also  whether  in  old  times  it  ever  reached  its  present 
dangerous  height;  quotes  from  De  Pace  Regis  et  Regni,  1609,  and  other 
old  authorities,  showing  that  stern  measures  were  taken  against  fore¬ 
stalled;  quotes  a  law  of  1527  which  provides  that  the  culprit  shall  be  fined 
for  his  first  offence,  put  in  the  pillory  for  the  second,  fined  and  im¬ 
prisoned  for  the  third,  and  banished  for  the  fourth;  discusses  the  treatment 
of  forestalled  in  modern  times.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38324.  166-167 

1800  Oct.  5  He  has  read  the  correspondence  between  the  Magistrates 

and  the  Duke  of  Portland;  the  Duke  favours  Free  Trade,  the  Magistrates 
impute  high  prices  to  the  farmer  and  miller,  who  although  profiting  by  them, 
will  not  raise  the  labourers’  wages,  which  has  caused  a  disposition  for  riot 
and  mob-gatherings;  these  are  under  the  control  of  armed  force;  the  farmers 
are  unpopular,  and  the  volunteer  bands  refuse  to  march  for  their  protection ; 
in  London,  there  is  a  combination  not  to  buy  milk  if  its  price  rises;  the 
Duke  does  not  favour  such  combinations,  yet  the  farmers,  millers  and 
dairymen  combine  to  raise  prices;  the  millers  and  corn-factors  try  to 
discredit  import  of  foreign  wheat;  there  should  be  stricter  control  of 
Country  Bankers.  D.T.C.  12.  112-119 

1801  Mar.  2  Encloses  a  letter  from  John  Foster  ( q.v .)  “of  a  very  jealous 

and  querulous  turn  of  mind”;  he  believes,  however,  that  growing  Hemp 
would  succeed  in  Ireland.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  33 

109.  Soho  Square  1801  Mar.  3  *  Is  unable  to  call  as  he  has  a  previous  engagement;  he 

thinks  Ireland  must  be  given  all  the  advantages  of  the  Act,  24  Geo.  II.  c.  52 
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for  the  manufacture  of  Sailcloth,  and  mills  must  be  provided  with  men 
skilled  in  working  them  and  in  heckling  Hemp,  and  seed  must  be  sent 
without  delay;  he  (Lord  L.)  must  judge  if  these  measures  are  likely  to 
succeed;  flax-mills  are  abundant  in  Ireland,  but  they  must  learn  the 
breaking  and  swingling  of  Hemp  and  instructors  must  be  sent;  he  thinks 
the  funds  of  the  Irish  Linen  Board  should  provide  the  cost. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38235.  30-31 
1801  Mar.  8  The  proposals  for  growing  Hemp  in  Ireland  have  been 
approved  by  Dundas,  Hamond  and  the  Navy  Board.  Kezv:  B.C.  4.  35 
1801]  Mar.  10  *  Laments  that  he  is  again  laid  up  with  gout  at  the  time 
his  activity  is  most  needed;  Foster’s  scheme  seems  practicable  and  would 
put  Ireland  on  the  same  footing  as  England  in  the  manufacture  of  Sail¬ 
cloth,  but  the  case  of  Rope-making  is  different;  the  Hemp  Foster  speaks 
of  at  £100  a  ton,  must  be  for  spinning,  as  Hemp  for  ropes  is  much  cheaper, 
as  it  is  not  scutched;  fears  that  £30  a  year  will  not  tempt  Lincolnshire 
hemp-dressers  to  Ireland;  the  Hemp  he  bought  for  H.E.I.  Co.  cost  70 s. 
a  quarter,  double  the  price  of  ordinary  years ;  he  may  be  able  to  get  some 
in  Mark  Lane.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38235.  39 

[1801  Mar.  1 1]  Much  regrets  to  hear  of  B.’s  ill-health ;  [Sir  A.  S.]  Hamond 
will  continue  to  consult  B.  as  to  the  purchase  of  Hemp  seed  to  be  sent  to 
Ireland,  and  the  method  of  paying  for  it.  Kezv:  B.C.  4.  36 

[1801  Mar.  18]  Is  pleased  to  hear  B.  is  better  and  contemplates  a  journey 
to  Lincolnshire;  he  is  much  obliged  for  his  continued  attention  to  the 
Hemp  question.  Kezv:  B.C.  4.  37 

1 14.  Soho  Square  1801  Apl.  13  *  He  has  just  returned  from  Lincolnshire;  the  Fen  In¬ 
closure  plan  is  finally  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  and  the 
Bishop  approves  the  terms  offered  to  the  Clergy;  this  inclosure  will  bring 
into  cultivation  40,000  acres  of  common  land  and  20,000  of  private  land; 
he  has  sent  six  Lincolnshire  men  who  are  to  go  to  Bengal  to  teach  Hemp 
cultivation  to  the  natives;  they  are  at  Portsmouth  waiting  to  embark;  he 
has  secured  50  quarters  of  Hemp  seed  at  5  gs.  which  he  considers  a 
reasonable  price  for  the  times,  especially  as  last  year  was  a  bad  one  for 
seed ;  encloses  a  letter  from  a  friend  and  suggests  that  Glauber  Salt  should 
be  exempt  from  tax  when  imported  for  the  manufacture  of  Barilla.  [See 
Favargill,  C.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38235.  73-74 

[1801  Apl.  19]  He  is  pleased  to  hear  that  his  plan  for  inclosing  so  much 
valuable  land  is  successful,  and  that  he  has  been  able  to  obtain  50  quarters 
of  Hemp  at  so  favourable  a  price;  his  own  health  is  gradually  improving; 
describes  a  singular  mode  of  taking  exercise  he  has  devised.  Hill  Coll.  6.  23 
1 1 6.  Soho  Square  1801  May  11  *  Encloses  the  report  of  Cavendish  and  Hatchett  on  the 

experiments  for  the  Mint;  although  many  facts  new  to  science  are  dis¬ 
closed,  it  confirms  the  practice  of  the  moneyers  learned  from  practice 
without  the  aid  of  science;  if  desired,  the  report  may  be  read  at  R.S.  and 
published ;  he  has  completed  his  Hemp  purchases,  all  in  the  Lincolnshire 
Fens;  owing  to  shortage  and  heavy  demand  he  was  able  to  obtain  only 
46  quarters;  he  had  the  honour  of  a  message  from  the  King,  brought  by 
Dr.  Willis,  who  states  that  he  is  now  well  and  there  is  no  fear  of  relapse 
if  he  lives  quietly  and  avoids  public  business. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38424.  158-159 
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1 1 7.  Soho  Square 


1 18.  Soho  Square 


1 19.  Hertford 
Street 


1801  Aug.  21  *  He  learns  that  Cavendish  and  Hatchett  are  anxious  as 
to  the  fate  of  their  report;  their  experiments  are  of  great  scientific  and 
metallurgical  interest  and  they  are  anxious  that  they  should  be  published 
before  their  results  can  be  anticipated  by  other  chemists,  especially  the 
French ;  although  aware  that  an  official  report  cannot  properly  be  published 
as  such,  he  sees  no  reason  why  a  scientific  account  of  the  experiments  and 
discoveries  should  not  be  published  in  Phil.  Trans . ;  he  makes  this  sug¬ 
gestion,  and  would  wish  to  have  an  early  reply  so  that  the  scientific  paper 
may  be  prepared  in  time  for  the  session  of  R.S.  in  November. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38424.  1 60-1 61 

1 804  Apl.  15*  As  he  has  frequently  been  consulted  by  the  members  of  the 
Coin  Committee  on  the  proposed  coinage  for  Ireland,  he  has  drawn  up  a 
memorandum  on  the  subject  and  now  sends  it  for  examination  and 
comment.  [The  enclosure,  fair-copied  by  another  hand,  but  with  a  heading 
added  by  B.,  “Draught  of  a  Plan  for  Furnishing  Ireland  with  the  Coins  & 
Tokens  necessary  for  the  Present  Emergency”,  fills  12  folio  pages.  It 
deals  in  great  detail  with  the  cost  of  bullion,  of  minting  and  distribution 
and  with  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  two  countries.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38424.  204-210 

1804  Apl.  19  A  very  long  and  verbose  commentary  on  B.’s  memorandum 
on  the  Irish  Coinage.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38424.  21 1-220 


120.  Soho  Square  1804  May  18  *  He  understands  that  [George]  Rose  has  been  appointed 

manager  [sfc,  President]  of  the  Committees  for  Coins  and  for  Trade  and 
Plantations;  he  doubts  whether  he  will  continue  to  play  the  active  part 
he  formerly  did  under  the  new  chief,  whose  policy  and  views  differ  so 
entirely  from  his  own ;  he  has  seen  the  King  at  Kew,  accompanied  by  three 
Royal  Dukes,  five  Princesses  and  the  Queen;  he  has  never  known  H.M. 
so  alert  or  in  “a  state  of  mind  more  fitted  to  govern  a  refractory  parliament 
or  to  counteract  Factious  Riots”.  D.T.C.  14.  257-258 


121.  Addiscombe  1804  May  19  Rejoices  to  hear  of  the  good  health  of  the  King;  the  Duke 

Place  of  Montrose  is  to  succeed  him  (Lord  L.)  as  President  of  the  Committees, 

as  he  gathered  from  a  private  letter;  he  has  heard  no  mention  of  Rose, 
but  he  has  a  very  bad  opinion  both  of  his  character  and  ability ;  advises  B. 
to  suspend  his  decision  to  retire  until  the  future  constitution  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  is  known ;  Sir  Wm.  Scott  has  declared  that  he  will  attend  no  more, 
and  he  believes  others  will  do  the  same ;  he  much  regrets  his  son’s  removal 
from  the  office  of  Foreign  Secretary  merely  to  gratify  Lord  Harrowby. 

Hill  Coll.  6.  1 
D.T.C.  14.  259-261 

122.  Soho  Square  1804  May  20  #  He  considers  Pitt’s  judgment  is  inferior  to  his  eloquence; 

the  King  mentioned  Lord  L.’s  son  to  him,  saying,  “Mr.  Pit  has  made  Lord 
H[awkesbury]  &  Ld.  Harrfowby]  change  places  much  against  both  their 
inclinations”;  has  no  doubt  that  G.  R[ose]  will  be  deputy,  whoever  may 
be  President ;  he  shares  Lord  L.’s  opinion  as  to  his  character  and  abilities; 
he  has  also  no  doubt  that  the  Duke  of  Montrose  makes  business  a  mere 
amusement  and  will  throw  everything  on  the  shoulders  of  his  deputy. 

de  Beer  Coll.  20 
D.T.C.  14.  262-263 
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Place 


124.  Addiscombe 
Place 


125.  Soho  Square 


126.  [Addiscombe 
Place 


[1804]  May  22  He  agrees  with  B.,  though  agreement  between  any  two 
persons  on  political  subjects  seldom  happens ;  he  has  a  bad  opinion  of  Rose ; 
he  has  had  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Montrose  saying  that  he  is  to  be  his 
(Lord  L.’s)  successor;  he  was  surprised  to  hear  that  Pitt  urged  Lord 
Hawkesbury  to  quit  the  Foreign  Office  because  Lord  Flarrowby  would 
only  join  his  administration  as  Foreign  Minister.  D.T.C.  14.  264-265 

1804  June  1  He  has  been  visited  by  the  Duke  of  Montrose  who  showed 
him  many  letters  written  by  the  King,  proving  that  his  mental  power  is 
vigorous,  though  to  his  own  family  and  to  inferiors  he  speaks  strangely; 
he  will  go  no  more  to  Windsor,  but  has  retired  to  Kew;  the  physicians 
say  they  can  cure  him;  the  Royal  Family  are  in  dread  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales;  Pitt’s  health  is  better,  but  he  has  formed  a  strange  Government; 
he  will  sever  all  connection  with  the  Committee  for  Trade  now  that  Rose 
is  in  it.  D.T.C.  14.  271-273 

1804  June  2  *  He  has  given  notice  to  Sir  Sftephen  Cottrell]  and  Faw- 
kener  that  he  intends  to  retire  from  the  Committee  for  Trade,  but  that  he 
would  continue  to  attend  until  outstanding  business  is  finished;  he  is 
about  to  visit  the  Duke  of  Bedford  [at  Woburn]  and  Coke  [at  Holkham] ; 
he  intends  to  retire  entirely  from  public  business,  but  can  still  be  useful  in 
science,  agriculture,  horticulture  and  the  management  of  his  estate. 

D.T.C.  14.  274-275 

1804]  June  2  He  agrees  with  B.’s  decision  to  retire  from  public  affairs;  he 
has  had  a  fall  and  is  covered  with  wounds  and  bruises;  Sir  Stephen 
Cottrell  is  mortified  by  the  changes  in  the  Committee;  he  has  had  no 
official  letter  from  Pitt  and  does  not  know  if  the  Privy  Council  have  yet 
approved  the  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  Montrose  and  Rose,  so  that 
their  attendance  at  the  Committee  was  improper.  D.T.C.  14.  276-278 


127.  Addiscombe 
Place 


128.  Addiscombe 
Place 


[1804]  June  3  He  has  had  a  recent  report  of  the  King’s  indisposition; 
there  is  hostility  in  the  Royal  Family  between  the  Queen,  the  Princesses 
and  the  Dukes  of  York,  Cumberland  and  Cambridge  on  one  side  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of  Clarence  on  the  other;  Pitt  is  pledged  to 
support  the  Queen,  at  whose  wish  Addington  was  removed,  but  the  King 
is  still  strongly  attached  to  him ;  Lord  Hawkesbury  at  the  desire  of  the 
King  has  asked  Lord  Hardwicke  to  continue  the  Governorship  of  Ireland; 
mentions  other  ministers  and  understands  that  Lord  Hawkesbury  has 
insisted  on  having  the  Government  of  Scotland  without  any  interference 
by  Lord  Melville.  Hill  Coll.  6.  2 

D.T.C.  14.  279-281 

1804  Aug.  12  Rejoices  that  the  Middlesex  Election  is  over  and  that  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  and  his  friends  have  no  occasion  for  triumph;  laments  the 
probability  of  bad  crops  which  will  lead  to  popular  discontent  at  the  price 
of  bread  and  the  cost  of  imported  corn ;  now  that  England  has  become  a 
manufacturing  country,  population  has  increased  beyond  the  capacity  of 
supply ;  the  public  were  satisfied  with  Addington’s  administration,  though 
the  politicians  were  not;  his  gardener,  Macphail,  has  an  ambition  to 
succeed  Forsyth  [as  Royal  Gardener]  and  has  asked  him  to  solicit  B.’s 
interest  in  his  favour.  Hill  Coll.  6.  3 

D.T.C.  15.  24-28 
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Place 


130.  Addiscombe 
Place 


13 1.  Addiscombe 
Place 


132.  Addiscombe 
Place 


133.  Addiscombe 
Place 


134.  Addiscombe 
Place 


He  is  depressed  by  his  infirmities  and  cannot  read,  and  has 
to  be  read  to,  but  his  mind  is  still  active ;  the  wheat  crop  is  not  so  bad  as  he 
feared,  and  he  has  information  that  it  is  good  in  the  northern  counties; 
Pitt’s  Corn  Bill  does  not  come  into  operation  until  November,  and  it 
satisfies  neither  the  farmers  nor  the  poor;  the  Bill  will  be  held  responsible 
for  the  dearness  of  bread ;  the  differences  in  the  price  of  grain  is  a  matter 
between  the  landowners  and  farmers  on  one  side  and  the  manufacturers 
and  labourers  on  the  other;  thanks  B.  for  his  kind  intentions  towards 
Macphail;  news  of  the  French  preparations  for  invasion.  Hill  Coll.  6.  4 

D.T.C.  15.  33-36 

[1804]  Aug.  22  Informs  B.  that  the  King  is  going  to  Weymouth  in  charge 
of  Drs.  Young  and  Heberden,  but  not  Simmons;  there  have  been  dis¬ 
sensions  in  the  family,  and  the  King  lives  with  the  Princesses,  apart  from 
the  Queen ;  the  Royal  Dukes  are  divided,  with  Kent  as  go-between ;  the 
King  is  in  touch  with  Ministers  and  seems  equal  to  public  business ;  gives 
news  of  the  attempt  to  poison  the  French  Royal  Family  at  Warsaw, 
which  is  not  yet  authenticated ;  he  believes  Lord  Macartney’s  embassy  to 
China  will  be  successful;  his  younger  son  has  gone  to  Vienna;  he  has 
formed  an  attachment  to  a  daughter  of  Lord  Westmorland,  of  which  the 
latter  disapproves;  mentions  current  political  affairs  and  the  serious  illness 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland.  Hill  Coll.  6.  5 

D.T.C.  15.  58-63 

[1804]  Aug.  28  Condoles  with  B.  on  the  death  of  his  mother;  gives  an 
account  of  the  relations  between  the  King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales;  an 
interview  was  arranged  at  Kew,  but  the  Prince  did  not  appear;  the  King 
desires  to  have  his  grand- daughter  in  his  own  care  and  told  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  who  while  regretting  that  the  child  was  to  be  taken  from 
her  care,  finally  consented;  the  attitude  of  the  Queen  towards  H.M.  is 
very  strange ;  Lord  Hawkesbury  is  going  to  Weymouth  and  other  Ministers 
will  follow.  Hill  Coll.  6.  6. 

D.T.C.  15.  66-72 

[1804]  Aug.  30  He  is  the  great-grandson  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Banks,  of 
whom  he  has  portraits ;  one  of  the  sons  of  the  family  has  always  taken  the 
name  of  Banks,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury  is  the  present  holder  of  it;  he  is 
convinced  that  the  King’s  authority  cannot  be  taken  from  him  while  he 
can  talk  sensibly ;  he  hears  that  the  time  for  the  French  invasion  approaches. 

Hill  Coll.  6.  7 
D.T.C.  15.  92-93 

[1804]  Sept.  2  He  has  heard  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  who  is  at  Wey¬ 
mouth;  the  King  is  well,  but  he  makes  too  much  exertion  and  does  not 
rest  enough;  Dr.  Heberden  is  expected  and  he  hopes  he  will  advise  H.M. 
accordingly;  the  King  dines  alone,  but  the  Princesses  take  it  in  turns  to 
be  with  him ;  relates  a  curious  anecdote  of  the  Royal  Family.  Hill  Coll.  6.  8 

D.T.C.  15.  97-99 

[1804]  Sept.  5  Lord  Hawkesbury,  who  has  returned  from  Weymouth, 
reports  further  improvement  in  the  King’s  health;  H.M.  has  decided  to 
remove  his  great  library  from  the  Queen’s  House  to  Windsor  Castle,  and 
to  send  his  private  library,  now  at  the  Lodge,  to  Gloucester  Lodge; 
[George]  Nicol,  the  bookseller  ( q.v .)  was  ordered  to  inspect  the  rooms 
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allocated  for  the  library  and  thinks  they  are  not  large  enough  to  contain  it ; 
condoles  with  B.  on  the  death  of  his  relative  [George]  Aufrere. 

Hill  Coll.  6.  9 
D.T.C.  15.  100— 1 00  a 

1 3  5 .  [Soho  Square  1804  Sept.  10]  *  States  his  views  on  the  probable  effects  of  equalizing 

the  value  of  English  and  Irish  money  by  making  the  English  shilling  pass 
for  12 d.  only  in  Ireland;  discusses  the  effects  on  the  different  classes  of 
society  under  separate  heads,  viz.  labourers,  farmers,  dealers  in  farm 
produce,  traders  wholesale  and  retails  debtors  and  creditors,  manu¬ 
facturers  and  the  National  Bank;  his  general  conclusion  is  that  most  of 
these  would  lose  on  balance,  such  gains  as  may  accrue  on  some  heads  will 
be  set  off  by  the  losses  on  others.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38424.  236-239 

[1804]  Sept.  15  Reports  that  the  King’s  health  continues  to  improve; 
H.M.  spoke  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  about  making  his  Will;  besides  the 
personal  property  he  has,  he  proposes  to  settle  a  provision  on  his  daughters 
and  a  jointure  for  the  Princess  of  Wales ;  the  Chancellor  has  been  urged  to 
have  the  necessary  documents  prepared ;  the  mutual  relations  of  members 
of  the  Royal  Family  are  now  more  harmonious  than  formerly;  Mrs. 
Fitzherbert  and  Mrs.  Jordan  have  declared  for  the  King;  he  thinks  the 
threatened  invasion  unlikely  before  mid-October;  has  a  bad  opinion  of 
Whig  politics;  thanks  B.  for  his  views  on  Irish  money,  with  which  he 
is  in  agreement;  he  has  taken  a  copy  and  returns  the  original  to  B.  for 
reference.  Hill  Coll.  6.  10 

D.T.C.  15.  117-121 

[1804]  Sept.  22  He  has  been  visited  by  his  son,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  who 
reports  that  the  King’s  health  continues  to  be  favourable;  the  reported 
rupture  between  Russia  and  France  is  quite  true;  he  explains  how  it  came 
about;  he  thinks  war  with  Spain  is  likely;  he  has  read  the  accounts  of 
Grant’s  voyage  and  those  to  the  South  Seas  edited  by  Capt.  Burney. 

Hill.  Coll.  6.  11 
D.T.C.  15.  129-132 

1804  Oct.  2  He  attaches  no  importance  to  the  papers  intercepted  by  the 
French  when  they  captured  the  Admiral  Aplin  Indiaman  and  published 
by  them;  he  has  determined  to  write  a  treatise  on  Coin  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  King.  Hill  Coll.  6.  12 

D.T.C.  15.  142-144 

1804  Oct.  10  He  is  working  on  his  treatise  on  coinage  [ Treatise  on  the 
Coins  of  the  Realm ,  1805];  he  thinks  [Nelson’s]  unsuccessful  attack  on 
Boulogne  “a  very  shabby  business”  and  that  it  was  absurd  that  Lord 
Melville,  a  lawyer,  should  go  to  sea  and  be  present  at  the  attack  in  which 
he  could  be  of  no  possible  service;  he  wishes  success  to  the  present  ad¬ 
ministration  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  but  he  has  no  confidence  in  the 
Ministers;  he  has  had  news  of  Lord  Wellesley’s  conclusion  of  peace  in 
India.  Hill  Coll.  6.  13 

D.T.C.  15.  145-147 

1804  Oct.  15  Lord  Hawkesbury,  who  has  been  again  to  Weymouth, 
reports  that  the  King’s  health  has  further  improved  since  his  last  visit; 
Dr.  Heberden  is  in  attendance;  sea-air  and  bathing  have  been  highly 
beneficial.  D.T.C.  15.  163 
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141.  Addiscombe  1804  Oct.  25  He  is  sorry  to  learn  from  B.  that  the  Mayor  and  Magistrates 

Place  of  Boston  complain  of  their  treatment  by  Government  in  the  matter  of  the 

apprehension  of  deserters,  in  which  it  seems  that  the  military  were  to 
blame;  commends  B.’s  activities  in  inclosing,  draining  and  improving  the 
lands  in  his  county  of  Lincolnshire ;  the  high  price  of  wheat  is  disquieting, 
but  potatoes  are  abundant  and  cheap;  comments  on  the  Spanish  prizes 
which  are  being  held  until  the  reply  is  received  from  Spain  to  the  re¬ 
monstrances  recently  made  at  the  violation  of  their  undertakings ;  the  King’s 
health  continues  to  be  good ;  death  of  the  Duke  of  Leinster.  Hill  Coll.  6.  14 

D.T.C.  15.  164-167 

142.  Addiscombe  1804  Nov.  27  He  has  read  with  interest  B.’s  paper  on  Blight  in  Corn;  is 

Place  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  consulted  B.  on  unrolling  the 

papyri  found  at  Herculaneum  and  hopes  that  some  of  the  lost  books  of 
antiquity  will  emerge  from  them;  thanks  B.  for  the  loan  of  the  book  on 
Troas  [Sir  Wm.  Gell,  Topography  of  Troy ,  1804],  but  regrets  that  the  price 
of  it  is  so  high ;  he  is  to  receive  a  visit  from  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the 
Duke  of  Bourbon.  Hill  Coll.  6.  15 

D.T.C.  15.  1 75-1 77 

143.  Addiscombe  1804  Nov.  30  He  has  sent  most  of  his  manuscript  [of  his  treatise  on 

Place  Coins]  to  Oxford ;  sends  B.  the  part  that  deals  with  the  history  of  the  Mint 

for  his  suggestions ;  he  hears  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  will  resist  the  King’s 
arrangements  for  the  Princess.  D.T.C.  15.  183-184 

144.  Addiscombe  1804  Dec.  25  Pitt  is  making  moves  towards  coalition  with  Addington 

Place  and  they  have  had  several  meetings,  but  the  result  is  not  known;  the 

Prince  of  Wales  having  consented  some  months  ago  to  place  Princess 
Charlotte  in  the  care  of  the  King,  he  now  demurs  and  has  taken  her  into 
his  own  charge;  if  the  Ministers  cannot  settle  the  matter,  appeal  will  be 
made  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  Hill  Coll.  6.  16 


145.  Hertford 
Street 
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D.T.C.  15.  219-221 

1805  Jan.  18  Sends  B.  a  pamphlet  on  Irish  Currency  said  to  have  been 
written  by  a  young  lawyer,  a  nephew  of  Foster,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Irish  Exchequer,  to  whose  information  he  had  access;  he  believes  that  the 
prevalence  of  paper  money  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  present  high  prices, 
and  has  consulted  London  bankers  on  the  subject ;  his  book  on  coin  is  now 
printing  at  the  Clarendon  Press,  and  he  intends  to  add  a  section  on  paper 
currency;  the  King’s  health  is  good  and  H.M.  is  cheered  by  the  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  Pitt  and  Addington;  the  King  has  sent  his  final  resolution 
as  to  Princess  Charlotte  to  the  Prince  of  Wales;  Pitt  expects  much  op¬ 
position  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Hill  Coll.  6.  17 

D.T.C.  15.  259-261 

[1805]  June  28  Tells  B.  in  confidence  that  the  King’s  sight  is  failing;  he 
can  write,  but  is  unable  to  read  the  notes  sent  by  his  Ministers;  Phipps, 
the  oculist,  who  is  attending  him,  says  that  the  defect  can  be  cured  by  an 
operation,  but  H.M.  has  not  yet  been  informed  of  this ;  his  mental  powers 
are  excellent.  Hill  Coll.  6.  18 

D.T.C.  16.  69-70 

1805  July  2  He  has  had  further  news  of  the  King’s  eye  affection,  which 
has  become  worse;  the  sight  of  one  eye  is  lost  and  that  of  the  other 
deteriorating;  Phipps  declares  it  to  be  cataract,  and  states  that  he  cannot 
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operate  until  both  eyes  are  blind ;  Lord  Hawkesbury  has  had  a  letter  from 
Princess  Mary  stating  that  H.M.  has  been  informed  of  his  condition  and 
received  the  news  with  fortitude;  he  wears  a  green  eye-shade  and  still 
writes,  though  he  cannot  read  what  he  has  written;  the  book  on  coinage 
is  finished  but  the  booksellers  have  been  ordered  to  release  no  copies 
until  the  King’s  copy  has  been  delivered ;  he  has  added  a  section  on  paper 
currency  and  a  general  conclusion;  he  suspects  that  the  fire  at  Woolwich 
was  not  accidental.  Hill  Coll.  6.  19 


148.  Addiscombe 
Place 


149.  Addiscombe 
Place 
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Place 
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D.T.C.  16.  77-80 

1805  Sept.  9  Informs  B.  that  Lord  Hawkesbury  has  just  returned  from 
another  visit  to  the  King  at  Weymouth;  the  King,  after  an  attack  of 
rheumatism  is  now  in  perfect  health,  though  much  affected  by  the  death 
of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester ;  he  has  settled  sums  on  the  Princesses  and  has 
given  various  offices  and  emoluments  to  his  sons ;  he  has  given  Greenwich 
Park  and  a  jointure  of  the  Princess  of  Wales;  H.M.  rides  constantly  and 
wears  goggles  when  out  and  a  shade  when  indoors ;  discusses  the  war  on 
the  Continent ;  his  younger  son  wishes  to  serve  with  the  Austrian  army. 

Hill  Coll.  6.  20 
D.T.C.  16.  1 24-1 27 

1805  Sept.  11  He  believes  that  war  on  the  Continent  is  inevitable; 
Russia  is  determined  to  force  the  King  of  Prussia  to  declare  for  one  side 
or  the  other;  he  believes  that  Bonaparte  is  ill-prepared;  the  army  has  left 
the  French  coast,  so  the  fear  of  invasion  is  at  an  end;  the  King  is  well 
except  for  his  sight,  but  there  will  be  no  operation,  and  the  Royal  Family 
will  return  to  Kew  early  in  October.  Hill  Coll.  6.  21 

D.T.C.  16.  129-130 

1805  Oct.  21  Sends  a  long  commentary  on  the  war  news  from  the 

Continent  with  his  views  on  the  causes  of  the  various  international 
situations  that  have  arisen,  with  such  information  as  he  can  glean  from 
diplomatic  sources ;  the  King’s  health  continues  good,  except  for  his  sight; 
the  Royal  Family  is  at  Kew  until  Windsor  Castle  is  ready  to  accommodate 
them.  Hill.  Coll.  6.  22 

D.T.C.  16.  151-156 

1806  May  27-31  His  health  continues  to  improve;  his  farm  and  garden 

are  in  excellent  order.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  14-15 


JENKINSON,  Robert  Banks,  2nd  Baron  Hawkesbury  and  2nd  Earl  of  Liverpool,  F.R.S. 

(1770-1828).  Statesman.  (See  also  Addenda) 

1.  [Revesby  1802  Sept.  13  *  He  has  had  the  King’s  commands  to  confer  with  him, 
Abbey]  as  soon  as  a  Minister  to  Spain  should  be  appointed,  on  obtaining  per¬ 

mission  for  a  Kew  gardener  to  reside  for  a  time  at  Buenos  Aires  to  collect 
seeds  for  the  Gardens  at  Kew,  in  which  H.M.  is  taking  an  increasing 
interest ;  the  proposal  is  to  send  a  young  man,  trained  and  educated  only 
as  a  gardener,  so  that  no  political  umbrage  can  be  taken ;  he  will  be  main¬ 
tained  out  of  the  Privy  Purse  and  send  home  his  seeds  by  way  of  Cadiz; 
it  is  hoped  the  Court  of  Spain  will  not  refuse,  as  a  King’s  Gardener  was 
allowed  at  the  Cape  by  the  Dutch,  and  his  stay  gave  no  offence ;  he  requests 
that  the  matter  be  put  in  hand  through  Mr.  Frere  [Plenipotentiary  at 
Madrid].  D.T.C.  13.  252-253 
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2.  Downing  1802  Sept.  20  He  will  concert  with  B.  on  the  best  method  of  giving 

Street  effect  to  H.M.’s  desire  to  send  a  gardener  to  Buenos  Aires  and  will  write 

to  Frere  as  soon  as  he  is  established  at  Madrid;  he  will  be  pleased  to 
receive  any  information  B.  wishes  to  communicate.  D.T.C.  13.  254 

3.  Soho  Square  1807  Dec.  30  *  As  desired,  he  sends  a  statement  on  the  present  state  of 

Iceland;  this  includes  historical,  geographical  and  physical  information, 
with  an  account  of  the  population,  industries,  economy  and  political 
organization  of  the  island;  makes  a  strong  plea  for  placing  Iceland  under 
the  control  of  the  British  Crown.  [16  pp.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  329-332 

D.T.C.  17.  78-89 

4.  Soho  Square  1808  June  25  *  He  returns  the  proposals  for  a  Herring  Fishery  Act;  he 

does  not  consider  it  likely  to  succeed  if  it  is  intended  to  induce  Dutchmen 
skilled  in  the  industry  to  settle  in  England,  even  if  a  few  took  advantage 
of  the  bounty  offered ;  there  is  no  large  market  for  herrings,  as  those  who 
can  afford  better  fish  never  buy  them ;  their  curing  would  consume  great 
quantities  of  salt  on  which  there  is  an  excise  when  used  in  industry;  the 
Dutch  mode  of  curing  is  always  considered  a  secret;  the  greatest  objection 
to  the  scheme  is  the  impossibility  of  finding  a  market  during  the  war; 
a  Glasgow  firm  which  in  1805  cured  2000  barrels  of  herrings  in  the  Dutch 
manner,  sold  very  few  of  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  39167.  152 

5.  Soho  Square  1812  Aug.  21  #  He  understands  that  application  has  been  made  by 

persons  of  weight  and  influence  for  an  increase  in  the  emoluments  of  Dr. 
[John]  Gillies  ( q.v .),  H.M.  Historiographer  for  Scotland,  on  a  similar  basis 
to  those  paid  to  his  predecessor,  Principal  Robertson ;  he  bears  testimony  to 
the  merits,  loyalty  and  learning  of  Gillies,  and  wishes  success  to  the  applica¬ 
tion  on  his  behalf.  [Date  in  D.T.C.  incorrect.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38249.  74 

D.T.C.  18.  176-177 

6.  London  1812  Aug.  22  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  in  favour  of  Gillies;  the  applica¬ 

tion  referred  to  has  not  yet  reached  him,  but  he  will  give  it  careful 
attention,  especially  as  Gillies  is  a  friend  of  B.,  and  he  is  interested  in 
the  application.  D.T.C.  18.  178 

7.  Soho  Square  1814  Jan.  14*  Three  years  have  elapsed  since  the  death  of  Dr.  Maskelyne, 

the  Astronomer  Royal,  when  the  Prince  Regent  appointed  [John]  Pond  as 
his  successor;  Pond’s  ability  as  an  astronomer  is  universally  acknowledged, 
and  Delambre  has  said  much  in  praise  of  him  in  the  Institut  de  France, 
as  has  also  Dr.  Schumacher  of  the  Mannheim  Observatory,  and  others; 
Maskelyne  was  a  man  of  means  and  paid  little  attention  to  his  salary, 
which  was  on  a  very  low  scale ;  under  [Spencer]  Perceval  this  was  raised  to 
£600  a  year,  and  Lord  Mulgrave  as  Master-General  of  Ordnance  ad¬ 
vanced  the  money  to  form  a  library  by  the  purchase  of  the  late  Astronomer 
Royal’s  library;  the  principal  instrument  in  the  Observatory  was  planned 
by  Maskelyne,  but  was  not  completed  at  the  time  of  his  death;  he  now 
petitions  for  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  to  the  A.R.  at  a  salary  of  £100 
a  year,  and  for  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  A.R.  for  the  purchase  of 
coals  and  candles  for  the  Observatory,  as  he  considers  it  incredible  that 
these  articles  for  a  public  service  should  fall  on  the  private  pocket  of  the 
A.R. ;  he  desires  a  conference.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38255.  372-373 

8.  Soho  Square  1815  Feb.  10*  Sends  a  statement  on  the  Prices  of  Corn  in  France; 

Napoleon’s  attempt  to  impose  on  England  the  system  of  the  rest  of  Europe, 
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made  this  country  not  weaker,  but  stronger;  loss  of  foreign  trade 
increased  agricultural  prosperity,  for  farmers  got  ioos.  instead  of  50s.  for 
wheat,  the  labourers  wages  increased  and  higher  rates  were  paid ;  retailers, 
and  manufacturers’  business  increased,  and  there  was  full  employment; 
the  population  increased ;  when  peace  came  prosperity  languished  and  the 
workhouses  were  full ;  landowners  reduced  their  expenses  and  rents  and 
taxes  fell  into  arrear;  the  political  state  of  a  nation  is  like  a  tree:  its  roots 
are  the  farmers,  the  lower  branches  traders,  its  upper  branches  manu¬ 
facturers,  and  its  flowers  and  fruit  the  nobility  and  gentry — if  its  roots 
are  not  manured,  the  tree  will  droop;  manufacturers  have  installed  steam- 
engines  and  dismissed  men ;  the  state  of  the  country  is  leading  to  national 
bankruptcy ;  power  to  pay  taxes  depends  on  the  price  of  corn  and  revenue 
decreases;  the  fall  in  corn  means  a  reduction  in  rents  and  landlords’ 
income  is  lowered;  by  importing  foreign  corn,  there  is  risk  of  famine  by 
depending  on  our  enemies  for  it,  by  sacrificing  the  balance  of  trade  by 
buying  corn,  manufacturers  are  impoverished  and  their  foreign  rivals 
benefited.  D.T.C.  19.  139-144 

9.  Fife  House  1819  Mar.  15  He  desires  to  call  upon  B.  and  to  confer  with  him. 

Brabourne,  142 

10.  Soho  Square  1819  Apl.22  *  Encloses  a  memorial  from  Cross,  the  Secretary  of  the 

Commissioners  [for  preventing  the  forgery  of  banknotes].  [Endorsed, 
“Inclosure  sent  to  Mr.  Mitford  for  preparing  indenture  for  paying  Mr. 
Cross  at  the  rate  of  £500  a  Year  &  contingent  Expences,  certified  to  be 
correct  by  Sir  Jos.  Banks”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38276.  299 

11.  Soho  Square  1819  Sept.  10  *  Requests  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  for 

Weights  and  Measures  as  he  is  frequently  asked  for  them;  regrets  he  was 
not  at  home  when  Lady  Liverpool  called.  [Endorsed,  6  copies  sent,  15th 
Sept.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38279.  252 

12.  Soho  Square  1820  Feb.  10*  Sends  an  American  account  of  the  manner  in  which 

Franklin  obtained  the  correspondence  of  Hutchinson  and  Oliver  with 
Whately,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  American  Civil  War;  he  has 
sent  the  book  received  from  New  York  with  the  pertinent  passages 
marked,  the  rest  being  uninteresting.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38283.  3 

13.  Fife  House  1820  Feb.  14  Returns  thanks  for  the  American  book  with  the  interesting 

account  of  Franklin’s  acquisition  of  the  Hutchinson  and  Oliver  corres¬ 
pondence;  he  will  take  care  to  return  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38283.  4 

14.  [Soho  Square  1820? — ]*  Expresses  his  gratitude  for  the  kindness  shown  “to  my 

oppressed  protegee  Briscoe”.  [Peter  Briscoe  was  a  former  servant  of  B. 
and  accompanied  him  in  his  voyage  round  the  world.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38276.  300 


JENNER,  Edward,  F.R.S.  (1749-1823).  Physician  and  Naturalist 

1.  Berkeley  1787  Dec.  28  Regrets  delay  in  sending  his  paper  on  the  Migration  of 
Birds;  Hunter  has  sent  him  his  observations  on  Whales;  intends  to  send 
him  a  paper  on  the  Natural  History  of  the  Cuckoo  and  hopes  it  will  meet 
with  B.’s  and  Hunter’s  approval;  he  had  hoped  to  illustrate  it  with  draw¬ 
ings  but  could  not  obtain  any  accurate  enough  for  engraving;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
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Ferryman  of  Nettleton  near  Bath  has  for  many  years  collected  British 
Birds  and  Quadrupeds;  his  preparations  are  most  lifelike,  and  he  makes 
artificial  eyes  of  glass  and  enamel,  exactly  true  to  nature.  D.  T.C.  5.  295-296 

JERVIS,  John,  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  K.B.  (1735-1823).  Admiral  of  the  Fleet 

1.  Royal  George,  1800  Aug.  28  As  the  Admiralty  does  not  furnish  timekeepers  [Chrono- 

off  Brest  meters],  and  as  navigation  in  winter  is  unsafe  without  them,  he  requests 

B.  to  order  one  of  the  best  that  can  be  made  and  send  it  to  Nepean  [Sec. 
of  the  Admiralty]  to  be  forwarded ;  if  a  ready-made  one  can  be  had,  it  can 
be  sent  to  the  Ville  de  Paris',  if  B.  requires  any  good  port  wine,  the  best 
is  that  supplied  by  Nash  &  Co.  D.T.C.  12.  84-85 

2.  Soho  Square  1802  Apl.  24  *  Informs  him  that  the  Longitude  Act  imposes  a  penalty 

of  £20  upon  any  who  should  print  or  publish  the  Nautical  Almanac',  it 
appears  to  him  that  Steel[e]  has  infringed  the  monopoly  of  the  Board  [of 
Longitude]  and  should  be  prosecuted.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  35 

1802  Apl.  25  He  laments  that  the  penalty  for  printing  the  Nautical 
Almanac  is  so  small;  he  agrees  with  B.  that  Mr.  [Daniel]  Steele  [the 
publisher]  should  be  proceeded  against  immediately.  [Extract  in  Letters  of 
Lord  St.  Vincent  (Navy  Records  Soc.),  2.  101.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  31 170.  103  vo. 
R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  37 

1802  June  29  Informs  B.  that  “his  friend  Capt.  Johnstone  is  or  will  be 

confirmed  in  his  appointment”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31 170.  122 

1803  July  4  Acknowledges  Capt.  Bligh’s  letter;  he  will  send  such 

extracts  from  it  to  Lord  Keith  as  apply  to  his  command;  he  is  not  un¬ 
mindful  of  B.’s  interest  in  Bligh’s  favour.  [Extract  in  op.  cit.  (No.  3  above), 
2.  370.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31 170.  195 

JODRELL,  Sir  Paul,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (d.  1803).  Physician 

1.  Berners  [1784]  Jan.  1  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  attend  [the  meeting  of  R.S.  Cf. 

Street  Cameron,  131].  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  10 

JOHANN  BAPTIST  JOSEPH  FABIAN  SEBASTIAN  (1782-1859).  Archduke  of 
Austria 

1.  Vienna  1817  Nov.  29  Recommends  Mr.  Mohs  to  B.;  he  has  drawn  up  a  new 

systematic  classification  of  Minerals  similar  to  that  of  Linnaeus  in  Botany. 
[Friedrich  Mohs  (1773-1839),  Professor  at  Freiburg.]  Brabourne,  132-133 

JOHNES,  Thomas  (1748-1816).  Scholar  and  Botanist 

1.  Hafod  1796  Mar.  26  Informs  B.  that  some  gold  ornaments  have  been  ploughed 

up  near  Dolecothy  House;  he  believes  the  gold  to  be  pure  and  will  have 
drawings  made  and  sent  to  B. ;  he  has  obtained  the  services  of  a  very  good 
gardener,  who  was  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Botanic  Garden  in  Edinburgh ; 
the  Strelitzia  is  in  full  flower;  asks  if  there  is  an  Asafoetida  plant  at  Kew, 
and  if  not,  offers  seeds.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  24 

2.  Hafod  1796  Mar.  31  Sends  drawings  of  the  gold  ornaments  made  by  Tros- 

sarelli  [his  daughter’s  drawing-master] ;  the  piece  with  a  red  stone  appears 
to  be  part  of  a  bracelet;  the  serpent  had  eves  of  green  stone  or  enamel. 

D.T.C.  10(1).  33 
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3.  Hafod  1796  Apl.  2  Is  uncertain  if  the  gold  ornaments  are  Roman  or  Druidical; 

the  workmanship  is  better  than  anything  he  has  seen  of  the  Druids;  the 
ductility  of  the  gold  shows  that  it  is  very  pure;  sends  seeds  of  Asafoetida; 
his  gardener  thinks  it  will  prosper;  if  Aiton  has  any  Cape  or  Botany  Bay 
seeds  to  spare,  he  would  be  pleased  to  have  them.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  36-37 


JOHNSON,  Henry 

1.  Norton  1782  Oct 

Street 


15  Explains  his  new  method  of  printing  types  by  roots  and 
terminations  of  words  instead  of  single  letters ;  offers  to  demonstrate  it. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  116 


Aldersgate 


3.  Bloomsbury 


4.  Bloomsbury 


8. 


1783  May  23  As  desired  by  B.,  he  now  informs  him  that  his  printing 
apparatus  is  ready  for  demonstration,  and  invites  B.  to  inspect  it. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  141 

1787  Apl.  12  John  Walters,  to  whom  he  confided  the  operation  of  his 
new  system  of  printing  or  logography,  has  defrauded  him,  and  he  is  in 
debt  and  distress;  asks  for  B.’s  help.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  265 

1787  Apl.  20  Further  statement  of  his  grievances  and  the  finance  of  his 
invention;  is  trying  to  raise  a  subscription  for  his  relief;  if  B.  would  take 
the  lead  he  could  obtain  help  from  others.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  269 

[Soho  Square  1787  Apl.  28]  *  Sends  a  donation  of  5  gs.  and  leave  to  place  his  name  on 
the  list  of  subscribers.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  269  (2) 

1787  Apl.  29  Thanks  B.  for  subscription  of  5  gs. ;  encloses  particulars  of 
works  intended  to  be  printed  (267).  Kew:  B.C.  1.  270 

1787  —  Petition  of  John  Stevens  of  Summers  Place,  St.  Pancras,  stating 
that  on  the  strength  of  B.’s  testimonial,  he  took  in  Henry  Johnson  and  his 
son  who  incurred  a  debt  of  and  decamped ;  the  petitioner,  a  poor  man, 
begs  B.’s  help.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  169 

1792  Feb.  —  Having  been  defrauded  of  his  invention  of  logography, 
which  is  being  pursued  by  another  with  profit,  he  is  unemployed  and  seeks 
assistance;  encloses  a  list  of  useful  projects  for  B.’s  consideration  (2.  73a). 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  65 

1792  June  27  Sends  remedies  for  gout  which  he  obtained  from  the 
papers  of  the  late  Dr.  [John]  Allan,  F.R.S.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  74 
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9.  Paddington 


JOHNSON,  Rev.  Maurice,  D.D.  (1759-1834).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Spalding  1791  Dec.  28  Meetings  have  been  held  in  Spalding  to  consider  whether 

the  parish  of  Moulton  should  join  in  the  general  scheme  of  embankment 
and  also  whether  the  commons,  etc.,  of  Moulton  should  be  inclosed;  as 
B.  has  landed  interest  there,  he  hopes  he  will  approve,  and  that  he  should 
commute  his  tithe  interest ;  asks  for  his  opinion.  Hill  Coll.  4.  20 

2.  Soho  Square  1791  Dec.  30  *  As  all  his  books  and  papers  are  in  Lincolnshire  it  is 

difficult  for  him  to  consider  the  matter  properly  in  London ;  he  presumes 
there  is  no  intention  of  applying  to  Parliament  for  an  Act  this  session, 
so  there  will  be  time  to  handle  the  matter;  sends  a  copy  of  an  Oxfordshire 
Inclosure  Act  [Oddington],  in  which  a  satisfactory  method  of  tithe 
commutation  is  described,  and  which  he  wishes  the  clergy  in  Lincolnshire 
would  adopt.  Hill  Coll.  4.  21 
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3.  Spalding  1799  July  24  The  Rice  sown  by  farmers  in  the  district  and  in  his  own 

garden  at  B.’s  request  has  not  sprouted;  the  postmistress  at  Spalding  asks 
for  an  increase  of  salary;  asks  B.  to  support  her  application  to  the  Post¬ 
master  General.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  225 

4.  Spalding  [1801]  Jan.  12  Neither  he  nor  Ives  ( q.v .)  has  been  able  to  find  anyone 

willing  to  go  to  India  [to  cultivate  Hemp].  Kew:  B.C.  2.  242 

JOHNSON,  Robert  Wallace  (fl.  1759-1798).  Physician 

1.  Brentford  1798  Dec.  12  Attributes  the  decrease  in  fevers  and  epidemics  to  im¬ 

provements  in  sanitation  and  other  public  health  measures;  not  so  yellow 
fever  in  America.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  210 

JOHNSON,  R.  A.  Physician 

1.  Kenilworth  1795  Nov.  25  Describes  the  effects  of  earthquake  shock  of  18th  Nov. 
1795  in  Warwickshire.  [ See  note  to  Bennett,  A.,  No.  1.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  23-24 

JOHNSON,  Samuel,  LL.D.  (1709-1784).  Lexicographer 
1.  Johnson’s  1772  Feb.  27  Returns  thanks  to  B.  and  Solander  for  the  pleasure  of 

Court  their  conversation;  sends  a  distich  for  the  goat  that  had  twice  circum¬ 

navigated  the  world.  [See  N.  &  Q.  9  ser.,  10.  25;  183;  314;  Maiden,  186.] 

D.T.C.  x.  30 


JOHNSTON,  Sir  Alexander,  F.R.S.  (1775-1849).  Administrator  in  Ceylon 

1.  Colombo  1815  Jan.  12  Announces  the  death  of  [William]  Kerr  (q.v.)  in  Nov.  1814 

soon  after  a  tour  in  northern  Ceylon;  as  he  died  intestate,  his  estate  will  be 
administered  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Court;  all  the  papers,  etc.,  relating 
to  his  botanical  work  will  be  sent  to  B.  to  deal  with  as  he  thinks  proper, 
and  his  other  property  will  go  to  his  relations;  hopes  that  B.  will  find  a 
successor  as  soon  as  possible ;  is  sending  samples  of  the  materials  used  for 
dyeing  cloth  red,  and  an  account  of  the  process;  is  sending  Lemon-trees 
to  Reeves  [in  China] ;  asks  for  Malta  Orange-trees  which  will  thrive  in 
Ceylon;  sends  drawing  of  “Cochin  leg”  from  a  case  amputated  by  the 
surgeon.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  75-80 

D.T.C.  19.  121-128 

2.  Soho  Square  1816  June  25  *  He  regrets  the  obstacles  that  have  arisen  in  appointing 

a  successor  to  Kerr;  he  applied  to  Huskisson,  but  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  death  of  Kerr:  he  then  applied  to  Lord  Bathurst  who  desired  him 
to  find  a  suitable  person,  and  offered  a  passage  for  him ;  after  long  delay  he 
applied  again  to  the  Colonial  Office  who  informed  him  that  the  ship  had 
sailed;  he  at  length  obtained  a  passage  in  the  Minden\  the  gardener 
[Alexander  Moon]  is  a  smart  young  man  trained  at  Kew;  he  has  much 
knowledge  and  a  good  character ;  the  box  with  Kerr’s  books  and  specimens 
has  not  yet  arrived;  thanks  him  for  the  “Cochin  leg”;  the  dyestuff  has 
been  examined  by  [William]  Brana[e]  who  said  that,  though  good,  it  was 
not  equal  to  madder.  D.T.C.  19.  294-296 

JOHNSTONE,  Andrew  James  Cochrane  (1767-1834).  Army  Official  and  Traveller 

1.  Seville  1809  May  3  [To  Sir  John  Sinclair.]  Has  purchased  a  flock  of  some 

12,000  Merino  sheep  and  has  obtained  permission  to  export  them  to 
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England;  hopes  that  the  Transports  now  lying  idle  will  be  permitted  to 
carry  the  sheep;  application  has  been  made  to  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley;  if 
that  fails,  he  must  rely  on  S.,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  to 
make  arrangements  with  Government  for  their  conveyance,  and  for  the 
supply  of  hay  and  water  for  the  voyage ;  if  the  sheep  arrive  safely  in  England, 
expects  S.  and  Cobbett  to  take  charge  of  them;  notice  to  be  given  of  a 
public  sale  in  Sept,  when  half  the  flock  will  be  sold,  the  other  half  he 
intends  to  retain.  D.T.C.  17.300-303 

2.  Seville  1809  May  13  Begs  B.  to  go  to  the  Treasury  and  obtain  an  order  for  the 

use  of  Transports  to  bring  home  the  flock  which  are  for  the  King  and 
himself;  unless  quickly  embarked,  the  sheep  will  die  for  want  of  pasture; 
has  obtained  4,000  sheep  gratis  and  the  other  8,000  for  payment;  instruc¬ 
tions  to  be  sent  to  Adm.  Berkeley  who  has  many  idle  transports  at  Lisbon; 
is  willing  to  pay  the  carriage  of  his  own  sheep  if  required ;  asks  B.  to  write 
immediately  to  Duff,  Consul-General  at  Cadiz,  who  will  communicate 
with  his  (J.’s)  agent.  D.T.C.  17.  304-305 

JOE1NSTONE,  James  (fl.  1770-1823).  Naval  Officer 

1.  Portsmouth  1798  Nov.  15  He  understands  that  the  Board  of  Longitude  have 

allowed  a  gratuity  to  [Joseph]  Whidbey  for  his  astronomical  duty  on  the 
voyage  of  Vancouver  [as  Master  of  Discovery] ;  asks  that  a  like  gratuity 
should  be  given  to  him  for  the  geographical  work  entrusted  to  him  [as 
Master,  then  Lieut.,  of  Chatham].  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  11a 

2.  Leopard,  off  1810  Apl.  4  Sends  a  description  of  the  Coco  de  Mer  from  the  Seychelles 

Mauritius  by  Quincy,  the  Governor;  describes  conditions  in  the  Seychelles  Islands. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  167-168 


JOHNSTONE,  John,  L.R.C.P.  (1768-1836).  Physician 

1.  Worcester  1795  Nov.  24  Describes  the  effects  in  the  Worcester  district  of  the 
Earthquake  shock  of  18th  Nov.  1795.  [For  other  letters  on  the  same 
subject,  see  note  to  Bennett,  A.,  No.  1.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  25-26 


JOMARD,  Edme  Francois  (1777-1862).  Geographer,  Archaeologist  and  Educationalist 

1.  Paris  1814  Dec.  29  Is  pleased  to  learn  from  B.  that  the  efforts  made  in  Britain 

to  popularize  primary  education  have  been  successful ;  has  read  the  report 
of  the  British  committee  on  schools  and  notes  the  general  improvement 
in  teaching;  the  efforts  being  made  in  France  promise  well;  sends  the 
pictures  for  schools  so  far  printed ;  the  story  of  the  Bible  and  the  opening 
book  are  in  the  press;  proposed  establishment  of  Ecoles  Normales. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  172-173 

2.  Paris  1816  Mar.  11  One  of  his  friends,  Plumblot-Conte,  is  about  to  visit 

London  and  will  call  upon  B. ;  the  fossil  horns  for  the  Museum  have  not 
arrived,  nor  the  other  cases ;  the  delineation  of  the  monuments  has  begun, 
and  when  a  room  is  available  in  the  Louvre,  the  drawings  and  other 
[Egyptian]  objects  will  be  exhibited;  is  much  interested  in  Dr.  [Thomas] 
Young’s  interpretation  of  the  Rosetta  Stone  and  thinks  it  more  satisfactory 
than  that  of  Akerblad ;  the  King  interests  himself  in  the  Description  de 
VEgypte,  on  the  last  part  of  which  he  (J.)  is  now  working;  de  Candolle 
is  delighted  with  Kew  and  with  his  reception  in  England.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  1 74-1 75 
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3.  Paris 

1816  Aug.  16  Sends  by  Gay-Lussac  a  short  account  of  the  methods 

employed  in  the  French  elementary  schools  and  feels  it  just  that  acknow¬ 
ledgment  should  be  made  to  the  source;  he  refers  to  the  kindness  with 
which  B.  aided  his  researches  in  England.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  178-179 

4.  Paris 

[1816  Oct.  — ]  [Received  by  B.  14  Oct.  1816.]  Regrets  to  hear  of  B.’s 

illness,  but  hears  from  Gay-Lussac  that  he  is  somewhat  better  than  in 
Sept. ;  he  has  just  sent  the  General  Report  on  Schools  in  France  to  T[aylor] 
Combe  (q.v.)  and  has  asked  him  to  pass  it  on  to  B. ;  now  that  the  schools 
are  flourishing  he  has  more  time  to  devote  to  the  [ Description  de  V Egypt e] ; 
Young  has  sent  him  two  new  communications  on  the  Egyptian  language. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  176-177 

JONES,  Sir  William,  F.R.S.  (1746-1794).  Orientalist  and  Jurist 

1.  Gardens  on  1788  Jan.  6  Recommends  Col.  [Anthony]  Polier  ( q.v .)  [Chief  Engineer, 


the  Ganges 

Bengal],  “a  better  disposed  or  a  better  informed  man  never  left  India”; 
if  he  knew  what  animals  or  plants  would  be  acceptable  to  B.  he  would  send 
them;  he  had  a  tame  tiger  reared  by  a  she-goat,  but  the  cold  weather 
killed  it;  thanks  B.  for  the  Madeira  which  arrived  safely.  D.T.C.  6.  1 

2.  Gardens  nr. 
Calcutta 

1788  Feb.  25  Thanks  B.  for  his  account  of  the  lunar  volcanoes  which 

he  has  shown  to  the  astronomers  and  translated  for  the  Brahmans;  will 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  seeds  of  Dacca  cotton;  the  books  lent  to  Perry 
are  irrecoverable  as  they  were  sold  after  his  death;  will  send  the  roots  of  a 
plant  from  Aracan  called  Pee-arunga  [Priyangu] ;  if  Col.  Polier  calls  upon 
B.  he  will  appreciate  any  favours  bestowed  upon  him.  D.T.C.  6.  19-20 

3.  Crishna 
Nagar 

1788  Sept.  24  He  has  applied  to  the  bookseller  who  bought  the  books  at 

the  auction  of  Perry’s  effects,  but  he  has  not  the  Alphabeta  Tibetana\ 
sends  a  pincushion  of  Dacca  cotton  and  a  letter  from  the  commercial 
agent  there;  an  old  Brahman,  who  thinks  himself  an  astronomer,  was 
delighted  with  the  account  of  the  volcanoes  in  the  moon.  D.T.C.  6.  78 

4.  Crishna 
Nagar 

1789  Sept.  17  Hopes  B.  received  the  packets  of  pods  of  Dacca  cotton 

which  he  sent  by  various  conveyances;  the  Priyangu  as  a  medicine  is 
extremely  bitter;  fresh  plants  sent  from  Aracan  died  on  the  journey; 
regrets  the  intrusion  of  political  factions  in  scientific  and  literary  circles; 
the  new  fragrant  grass  that  B.  desires  will  be  sent ;  there  are  many  fragrant 
species,  but  doubts  if  any  of  them  are  the  Nard  of  the  ancients ;  the  new 
grass  differs  widely  from  the  Jatamansi  which  he  believes  to  be  the  Indian 
Nard  of  Ptolemy ;  since  the  death  of  Konig  the  need  for  a  botanist  is  much 
felt;  has  read  the  Philosophia  Botanica  and  other  works  of  Linnaeus. 

D.T.C.  6.  228-230 

5.  Arifnagar 

1790  Jan.  10  Introduces  Richard  Johnson,  one  of  the  Company’s  most 

distinguished  servants  in  India  [Bengal  Civil  Service  and  Resident  at 
Hyderabad];  he  is  coming  to  England  on  sick-leave.  D.T.C.  7.  22 

6.  Crishna 
Nagar 

1791  Oct.  18  Explains  the  difficulties  of  sending  plants  from  India;  the 

Company  should  direct  Kyd  and  Roxburgh  to  send  them  and  their 
captains  to  care  for  them ;  there  is  great  need  for  a  travelling  botanist,  and 
though  Roxburgh  can  do  much,  Lind  has  given  up  botany  and  Bunce 
cannot  obtain  his  travelling  expenses  from  Government;  admires  Lin¬ 
naeus,  but  thinks  his  diction  barbarous  and  pedantic;  answers  B.’s  queries 
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about  various  Oriental  authors;  describes  the  character  of  Col.  Pearce  and 
his  astronomical  papers;  regrets  that  the  Dacca  cotton  has  not  vegetated; 
discussion  of  various  Oriental  plants;  wishes  to  retire  to  a  country  seat 
where  he  can  have  cattle  and  a  garden;  is  sending  his  Sanscrit  and  Arabic 
manuscripts  to  B.’s  care  till  he  arrives.  D.T.C.  7.  265-270 

7.  Calcutta  1791  Nov.  19  Sends  specimen  of  the  Cusha  plant;  as  it  is  mentioned  in 

the  Veda,  he  is  anxious  to  know  its  Linnaean  name.  [Note  by  B.,  “Uniola 
bipinnata  Linn.”.]  D.T.C.  7.  274 

8.  Gardens,  nr.  1792  June  29  Encloses  certain  MSS. ;  should  he  live,  he  desires  that  they 

Calcutta  may  be  returned  to  him,  and  should  he  die,  that  they  may  be  deposited 

in  the  library  of  R.S.  and  lent  to  any  studious  men  who  may  apply  for 
them.  [Note  by  B.,  ‘‘The  MSS  were  receivd  and  lodgd  at  Messrs.  Dane 
&  Co.  The  Key  is  in  my  Secretoire.  14  Feb.  1794”.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  45 


JONNSSON,  Bjarni.  (1725-1798)  Schoolmaster 


1.  Skalholt 


2.  Skalholt 


3.  Skalholt 


1772  Sept.  28  Sends  congratulatory  verses;  gives  an  account  of  his 
circumstances  and  asks  B.  to  assist  one  of  his  sons  who  is  studying  at 
Copenhagen.  [Latin.]  Brabourne ,  37-38 

1775  Aug.  12  Thanks  B.  for  the  gift  of  a  silver  watch  and  24  flagons  of 
red  wine;  mentions  the  death  of  his  son,  and  gives  some  account  of  his 
own  literary  work  which  includes  a  poem  in  the  vernacular  entitled 
“Amoenitates  Londinenses” ;  informs  B.  that  since  his  departure  Hecla 
has  been  quiet,  though  the  appearance  of  smoke  would  indicate  that  the 
fire  within  is  not  yet  extinguished.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  87-88 

1776  Aug.  12  Is  surprised  to  have  received  no  letter  from  B.  since  his 

own  communication  of  the  previous  year;  Hecla  remains  quiet,  as  before; 
would  be  glad  of  the  return  of  the  silver  chain  which  Solander  took  with 
him  to  have  it  gilded.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  89 


JONNSSON,  Theodore  (Teitor).  Elder  Son  of  Bjarni  Jonnsson 

1.  Skalholt  1772  Dec.  27  The  visit  of  B.  and  his  companions  to  Skalholt  will  long 
remain  in  the  memory  of  the  inhabitants,  especially  their  princely  liberality ; 
they  are  to  be  congratulated  that  the  ‘‘fire-clad,  fire-eating  and  cruel 
virgin,  Hecla,”  has  let  them  go  unharmed.  [Latin.]  Brabourne ,  41-42 

JONNSSON,  Thorstein.  Younger  Son  of  Bjarni  Jonnsson 

1.  Hvaleyri  1777  Aug.  12  Receipt  for  money  received  from  Stephensen  on  B.’s 
behalf.  [Icelandic.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  264 


JORGENSEN,  Jorgen  (1780-1841).  Adventurer  and  Revolutionary 

1.  [London]  1809  Apl.  14  Sends  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  brig  Clarence  in 
Icelandic  waters ;  sends  also  samples  of  tallow,  down  and  wool ;  asks  for  the 
return  of  the  two  charts;  offers  to  call  on  B.  and  give  an  account  of  the 
commerce  of  Iceland  and  information  on  harbours.  [The  documents 
sent  with  this  letter  are  now  Egerton  MSS.  2066-2068;  See  also  Cameron, 
220-229.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  38-39 
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JOSEPH  II  (1741-1790).  Emperor 

1.  Milan  1787  Aug.  10  Decree  exonerating  Lazzaro  Spallanzani  from  the  im¬ 

putations  made  against  him,  and  reprimanding  Professors  Gregorio 
Fontana,  Giovanni  Antonio  Scopoli  and  Antonio  Scarpa  and  Canon 
Volta  for  their  calumnies.  [Italian.  Enclosed  in  Spallanzani,  L.,  No.  i  ; 
cf.  Scopoli,  G.  A.,  No.  2.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  514 

JOURDAN  &  SON.  Wine  Merchants 

1.  —  1805  Apl.  9  They  are  gratified  to  hear  of  B.’s  satisfaction  with  the 

White  Wine  supplied  in  1804 ;  they  will  reserve  the  wine  he  requires  in  the 
autumn  and  send  it  by  Messrs.  Carey  &  Connell  at  Bordeaux;  the  best 
season  for  sending  wine  is  from  October  to  March,  to  avoid  hot  weather ; 
they  recommend  various  vintages,  such  as  L’Hermitage,  Blanc-de-Paille, 
etc.  [French.].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  393-394 


JUSSIEU,  Antoine  Laurent  de,  F.R.S.  (1748-1836).  Botanist 


1. 


Paris 


2.  Paris 


Paris 


4.  Paris 


5.  Paris 


6.  Paris 


7.  Paris 


31— B.L. 


1779  Aug.  25  Informs  B.  that  the  Herbarium  of  the  late  [Philibert] 

Commerson,  who  accompanied  de  Bougainville  and  died  at  Mauritius, 
has  been  entrusted  to  him  by  the  King  of  France  for  publication ;  does  not 
wish  to  duplicate  B.’s  work  and  asks  for  a  list  of  the  species  he  intends  to 
describe  and  illustrate;  Thiery  had  sent  him  [J.]  plants  and  seeds  from 
San  Domingo,  but  these  were  captured  by  a  British  warship ;  asks  if  in 
future  consignments  may  be  made  in  his  (B.’s)  name  and  offers  reciprocal 
use  of  his  own  name  to  B.  to  avoid  the  loss  of  specimens  if  captured  by 
either  nation.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094,  221-222 

1780  Dec.  18  Asks  if  B.  received  his  previous  letter  and  sends  this  one 

by  Broussonet;  sends  a  copy  of  Gy  de  la  Brosse’s  engravings  of  plants. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  223 

1782  Feb.  26  Returns  thanks  for  seeds  and  engravings;  describes  his 
work  and  says  how  flattered  he  would  be  to  be  elected  F.R.S.,  if  B. 
thought  him  worthy  of  that  honour.  [French.  He  was  elected  47  years 
later.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  87 

1784  Mar.  6  Recommends  the  bearers,  the  Marquesses  de  Beccaria  and 
de  Tovmini;  continues  his  work  on  Commerson’s  Herbarium;  asks  B. 
for  specimens  to  assist  him  and  submits  a  list ;  Broussonet  is  now  in  Paris  as 
Professor  in  the  Veterinary  School.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  302-303 
1784  Sept.  1  Sends  by  Froissard  the  plants  asked  for  by  B.;  some  of 
them  came  from  Tournefort’s  collection  by  courtesy  of  Daubenton;  he 
prefers  a  natural  system  of  classification;  suggests  the  mutual  lending  of 
specimens  from  their  Herbaria  for  15  days.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  304-305 
1 787  June  20  Sends  application  for  election  as  Foreign  Associate  of  R.S. ; 
describes  his  work  on  the  genera  of  plants ;  offers  to  send  any  of  the  plants 
desired  by  B.  in  enclosed  list;  is  sending  this  letter  by  Tenon  and  Coulomb 
(1 q.v .)  who  are  going  to  London  to  study  the  methods  of  English  hospitals. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  87-88 

1787  Oct.  25  Congratulates  B.  on  his  election  to  the  French  Acad,  of 
Sciences;  asks  for  support  to  his  own  candidature  at  R.S.;  describes  his 
projected  work  on  the  genera  of  plants  and  asks  for  further  specimens 
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besides  those  already  promised  by  [J.  E.]  Smith;  renews  his  offers  to  B., 


8.  Soho  Square 

especially  of  novelties  mentioned  in  Lamarck’s  encyclopaedia;  refers  to 
Commerson  and  Cavanilles.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  89 

1788  June  29  *  Regrets  that  his  candidature  at  R.S.  was  unsuccessful, 

but  thinks  it  will  succeed  later  [he  was  elected  in  1829] ;  it  seems  that  his 
opponents  were  guided  by  antipathy  to  certain  doctrines ;  the  son  of  [John] 
Hope,  late  Professor  of  Botany  [at  Edinburgh]  is  about  to  visit  Paris  and 
will  bring  two  coloured  plates  of  the  intended  Hortus  Kewensis ;  the  Queen’s 
and  Lady  Tankerville’s  interest  in  plants.  [Edzu.  Smith,  82-83  >  the  plates 
are  of  Strelitzia  reginae  and  Limodorum  tancarvilleae.]  D.T.C.  6.  40 

9.  Paris 

1789  Mar.  19  Describes  his  forthcoming  book  and  discusses  various 

botanical  questions ;  thanks  B.  for  encouraging  him  to  hope  he  may  yet  be 
elected  to  R.S.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  212-213 

10.  Paris 

1789  Nov.  27  Recommends  Viborg,  Demonstrator  of  Botany  at  Copen¬ 

hagen,  a  learned  veterinary  surgeon;  asks  B.  to  assist  him  in  his  studies  in 
England;  has  sent  his  work  on  genera  to  B.,  but  that  on  species  has  been 
delayed  by  his  appointment  by  the  Municipality  as  Director  of  the 
hospitals  and  work-houses  in  Paris;  offers  information  on  the  subject. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  214 

11.  Paris 

1791  Jan.  3  Asks  B.  for  help  and  advice  for  the  Index  Methodicus  which 

he  is  making  to  accompany  his  Genera  -,  has  been  unable  to  do  scientific 
work  for  a  year  on  account  of  his  public  functions,  but  is  now  left  to 
himself  and  hopes  his  book  will  appear  soon.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  409-410 

12.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 

1791  Oct.  15  *  His  many  public  duties  have  diverted  his  attention  from 

Botany  for  some  time ;  Solandra  and  Datura  are  not  the  same ;  agrees  that 
Swartz’s  Thouinia  is  a  species  of  Chionanthus.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  2 

D.T.C.  7.  263-264 

13.  Paris 

1793  Jan.  16  Explains  the  long  interval  since  he  last  wrote  as  being  due 

to  his  political  activities ;  has  now  resigned  from  these  and  is  again  working 
on  a  supplement  and  Index  Methodicus  to  his  first  work;  asks  for  B.’s  help 
and  discusses  various  botanical  matters.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098. 149 

14.  Paris 

I793  Jan-  Expansion  of  last  letter,  giving  fuller  lists  of  plants  wanted, 

etc.;  mentions  his  second  marriage.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098,  1 50-1 5 1 

15.  [Soho 

Square 

1796]  Aug.  10  *  Hopes  better  conditions  in  France  will  encourage 

science;  H.M.G.  have  granted  a  passport  to  [Nicolas]  Baudin;  after  long 
solicitation  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  release  of  the  collections  of 
Labillardiere ;  is  most  anxious  to  know  L.’s  discoveries,  but  of  course  he 
did  not  examine  the  specimens  nor  retain  a  single  leaf  or  flower ;  announces 
a  new  botanical  publication  by  E.I.  Co.  [Plants  of  the  Coast  of  Coromandel, 
Vol.  i.  1795.]  [N.R.R.S.  9.  257-258.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  63-64 

16.  Paris 

1800  Feb.  3  Although  their  two  countries  are  politically  divided,  men 

of  science  remain  friends ;  he  takes  the  opportunity  of  Dr.  Aubert’s  visit  to 
England  to  send  this  letter;  Aubert’s  mission  is  to  obtain  information 
about  vaccine  inoculation  against  smallpox;  thanks  B.  for  the  fine  work  on 
the  plants  of  Coromandel  sent  him  long  ago,  and  discusses  the  arrangement 
of  genera;  the  salvation  of  the  fine  collection  of  plants  from  Baudin’s 
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voyage  is  due  to  B. ;  sends  messages  to  Correia  and  [Dr.  J.  E.]  Smith ;  the 
death  of  Daubenton  has  left  the  chair  of  Mineralogy  vacant,  and  Dolomieu, 
still  a  prisoner,  has  been  nominated  for  it.  [French.] 


17.  Paris 


18.  Paris 


19.  [Paris 


20.  Paris 


21.  Paris 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  1 73-1 74 
1800  Apl.  7  Thanks  B.  for  the  first  three  parts  of  the  Coromandel  Plants ; 
is  preparing  a  new  edition  of  his  Genera  Plantarum ;  Vahl  is  in  Paris  working 
at  various  Herbaria  describing  new  plants;  he  has  given  some  of  B.’s 
names  to  Commerson’s  plants  and  wishes  to  include  other  genera  if  B.  will 
send  specimens  by  the  bearer  of  this  letter ;  messages  to  botanists  in  Eng¬ 
land;  Ventenat  is  publishing  the  plants  in  the  garden  of  Cels.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  175 
1800  Aug.  6  Introduces  [Louis]  Delaunay  (q.v.),  librarian  of  the  museum, 
who  is  visiting  London ;  D.  was  formerly  a  lawyer,  but  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  left  that  profession  for  Natural  History ;  Baudin  is  about  to  sail  with 
two  vessels  for  the  Indies,  and  would  like  specimens  of  the  plants  published 
under  B.’s  directions  [Coromandel];  Vahl  has  found  at  least  3000  new 
species  in  the  collection ;  Delaunay  occupies  himself  with  the  history  and 
poetry  of  the  Normans.  [He  evidently  means  De  la  Rue  [q.v.).]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  176 
1802  July  — ]  Sends  by  Dufresne  remembrances  to  Dryander,  Salisbury 

and  Smith ;  desires  to  have  specimens  of  the  many  new  genera  described 
in  recent  years  by  Smith;  is  now  free  from  administrative  work  and  can 
devote  all  his  time  to  science ;  hopes  to  classify  all  newly  published  genera 
into  their  orders;  hopes  that  B.,  who  has  sent  him  the  first  three  parts  of 
the  Coromandel  Plants  will  send  the  succeeding  parts  by  Dufresne; 
would  exchange  copies  of  his  Genera  for  other  botanical  books  he  requires 
with  some  bookseller.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  266 

1810  Feb.  21  Having  heard  that  Mme  Solvyns  (q.v.),  an  English  lady 
married  in  France,  has  obtained  a  passport  for  England,  sends  this  letter 
by  her;  regrets  difficulty  of  communication  as  he  requires  many  new 
publications  to  bring  his  Genera  up  to  date;  death  of  Ventenat;  de 
Beauvois  continues  his  Flore  d'Ozvare  and  Labillardiere  has  published  a 
fine  work  on  the  plants  of  New  Holland;  Capt.  Baudin’s  naturalists  have 
made  rich  collections ;  describes  the  enlargement  of  the  Museum ;  discusses 
many  botanists  working  in  England  (named);  there  are  now  14  vols.  of  the 
Annales  du  Museum  published;  desires  to  have  the  catalogue  of  B.’s 
library.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  71-72 

1812  Feb.  29  Regrets  that  political  affairs  are  such  an  obstacle  to  com¬ 
munication;  hopes  B.  continues  to  receive  the  Annales-,  high  appreciation 
of  Robert  Brown  and  his  book  [. Prodromus ,  1810];  asks  B.  to  intercede  for 
Eugene  Alexandre  Husson,  a  French  Artillery  Captain,  now  a  prisoner 
of  war  at  Chatham,  and  for  Dufoy,  a  relative  of  his  wife,  a  prisoner  at 
Dartmoor.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  1 29-1 30 


KALLSTROM,  Andreas  (1733  ?-i8i2).  Botanist 
1.  Stockholm  1776  Mar.  29  Informs  B.  about  himself  as  Director  of  the  King’s 
Gardens,  his  travels,  his  collection  of  plants  and  the  catalogue  he  is  about 
to  draw  up ;  the  catalogue  will  be  sent  to  B.  who  can  then  ask  for  any  plant 
he  requires.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  90-91 
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KARR,  Thomas,  M.D.  (d.  1789).  Physician 

1.  Huntingdon  1786  Nov.  17  He  desires  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  to  succeed  Prof. 

John  Hope  of  Edinburgh,  lately  deceased;  asks  for  B.’s  support. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  80-81 
D.T.C.  5.  1 10— 1 1 1 

2.  [Soho  1786  Nov.  18  *  He  cannot  support  his  candidature  as  he  considers  Hope’s 

Square]  son  more  suitable  for  the  appointment.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  81 

D.T.C.  5.  112 

KAYE,  Rev.  Sir  Richard,  Bart,  F.R.S.  (1736-1809).  Dean  of  Lincoln 

1.  Kirkby  1768  June  26  Describes  his  botanical  studies  and  collections;  sends  a 

drawing  of  a  species  of  Geaster.  Kezv :  B.C.  1.  27 


KEIR,  James,  F.R.S.  (1735-1820).  Chemist 

1.  Soho  Square  1780  Feb.  12  *  Indignantly  denies  that  he  had  raised  objections  to 

“your  metal”  in  the  hearing  of  Lord  Sandwich,  First  Lord  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty;  all  that  he  said  to  him  was  in  favour  of  a  further  trial  of  the 
hardness  of  the  iron;  has  waited  all  day  in  expectation  of  a  letter  from 
Whitehurst,  either  denying  or  acknowledging  that  he  had  made  this  grave 
mis-statement  to  Keir.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  1 

2.  Soho  Square  1780  Feb.  14  #  Writes  again  to  say  that  Whitehurst  has  called  upon  him 

and  denied  that  he  had  informed  K.  that  B.  had  made  remarks  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  metal  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty;  calls  upon  them  to 
withdraw  the  charge  that  he  had  given  such  misinformation  to  Lord 
Sandwich.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  2 

3.  Soho  Square  1780  Feb.  17  *  Repeats  the  accusation  made  against  him  and  refuses  to 

accept  K.’s  denial  that  his  complaint  amounts  to  a  charge  of  having  mis¬ 
informed  Lord  Sandwich.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  3 


KEITH,  G. 

1.  Hillsborough,  1791  June  25  He  has  brought  for  B.  from  [Alexander]  Duncan  of  Canton 
English  a  tub  of  Nuts,  called  by  the  Chinese  Lingos,  with  directions  for  their  care; 

Channel  some  of  them  sprouted  on  the  voyage,  but  were  spoiled  by  bad  weather; 

asks  B.  to  send  for  the  rest  when  the  ship  berths  in  London;  he  has  also 
brought  from  Duncan  a  drawing  of  the  Dwarf  Plantain.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  48 


KEITH,  Sir  Robert  Murray  (1730-1795).  Diplomatist 

1.  Soho  Square  1783  Apl.  28  *  He  has  received  through  his  neighbour  [Robert]  Vyner, 

a  letter  written  to  him  (K.)  in  1781  by  Dr.  [Carl]  Mertens  ( q.v .)  desiring 
to  become  a  Foreign  Member  of  R.S.,  and  enquiring  if  the  rule  by  which 
such  elections  are  suspended  is  still  in  force;  he  replies  that  it  is  still  in 
force  as  the  number  of  Honorary  Members  exceeds  100;  this  rule  has 
never  been  broken  either  during  the  presidency  of  Sir  John  Pringle  or 
himself.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35528.  215-216 

2.  Vienna  1785  Aug.  18  Informs  B.  that  the  Cinchona  Bark  sent  by  him  for  Prince 

Kaunitz  has  at  last  arrived  after  long  delay.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  200 


KELSEY,  Richard.  Surveyor  and  Builder 

1.  Long  Lane,  1819  Mar.  5  Quotes  a  case  proving  the  fallacy  of  the  popular  belief  that 
Bermondsey  a  duck  hatched  by  a  hen  will  never  hatch  its  own  eggs ;  quotes  anecdotes  of 
Insects.  Gunther  MS.  14.  27 


484 


KELSO,  Hamilton,  M.D.  (fl.  1758-1800).  Physician 

1.  [Dublin  ?  1795  Jan.]  31  He  is  a  candidate  for  the  vacancy  on  the  Staff  of  the  British 

Museum  caused  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  [Richard]  Southgate  and  solicits 
B.’s  support.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  19 


KENDALL,  Rev.  Thomas  (1778-1832).  Missionary 

1.  Bay  of  1816  July  10  Relates  that  on  visiting  some  natives  from  the  River 

Islands  Thames,  (N.Z.)  one  of  them  produced  a  Mace  or  War-club  having 

[N.Z.]  “Joseph  Banks  Esqr  1770”  and  his  coat  of  arms  engraved  upon  it;  he 

hopes  B.  will  be  gratified  to  hear  that  this  object  has  been  preserved  for  so 
many  years ;  it  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  and  the  owner  would  not  part 
with  it  on  any  consideration  whatever.  [Edzo.  Smith ,  142  n  \  cf.  Menzies, 
A.,  No.  9.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  111 


KENNEDY,  A. 

1.  Tollock  1819  Jan.  8  Enquires  if  B.  would  be  willing  to  accept  a  collection  of 
Estate,  Butterflies  made  in  this  district.  Brabourne ,  125-126 

Jamaica 

KENT,  William  (1751-1812).  Captain,  R.N. 

1.  Kentish  1801  Nov.  9  He  has  brought  from  New  South  Wales  three  live  Emus, 
Town  one  male  and  two  females,  which  he  offers  to  B. ;  the  birds  are  now  on 

board  the  Buffalo  and  are  in  perfect  health.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  251 


KENT  AND  STRATHEARN,  Duke  of— Nee  Edward  Augustus  (H.R.H.). 


KENTISH  SOCIETY— Nee  Shipley,  William. 


KENYON,  George,  2nd  Baron  (1776-1855) 

1.  Soho  Square  1805  Apl.  27  *  In  response  to  his  Lordship’s  appeal,  he  does  not  desire 
to  support  a  charity  for  the  Clergy,  believing  that  they  already  have  too 
large  a  share  of  benevolence  at  the  expense  of  the  laity. 

Wellcome.  67766.  (D) 


KER,  Sir  Charles  (fl.  1787-1837).  Army  Surgeon 

1.  Calicut,  1793  Mar.  28  Sends  a  drawing  of  a  Bread-fruit  tree  growing  in  a  garden 

Malabar  at  Cannanor;  discusses  its  distribution  in  India  and  the  islands;  states  that 

the  Dutch  destroy  this  tree  in  the  belief  that  it  causes  leprosy. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  94 


2.  Bombay  1795  Jan.  *5  Answers  B.’s  queries  as  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  in  which 
the  Bread-fruit  grows;  refers  B.  to  [Walter]  Ewer,  a  Director  of  H.E.I. 
Co.,  for  further  information  about  St.  Helena.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  188 


KERNER,  Johann  Simon  von  (1755-1830).  Botanist 

1.  Stuttgart  1792  Feb.  12  Asks  B.  how  many  volumes  of  his  work  on  economic 
plants  [Abbildung  aller  oekonomischen  Pflanzen,  1786-96]  have  reached 
him  by  courtesy  of  the  Duke  of  Wiirttemberg;  he  intends  to  continue  the 
work,  up  to  10  volumes  each  with  100  plates  [actually  8  vols.  were  pub¬ 
lished]  and  he  will  send  these  to  B.,  whom  he  hopes  will  soon  recover 
from  his  illness.  [German.']  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  61 
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KERR,  Robert 

1.  Douglas,  1816  Apl.  20  Sends  for  B.’s  perusal  a  manuscript  propounding  a  new 
Isle  of  Man  System  of  Nature  which  the  author  believes  is  in  accord  with  observed 

phenomena;  he  is  old  and  disinclined  to  make  the  journey  to  London,  but 
will  do  so  if  B.  considers  his  work  worthy  of  being  published. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  105 

2.  [Soho  Square  1816  May — ]*  Acknowledges  the  manuscript  which  the  author  evi¬ 

dently  intends  should  be  read  before  R.S. ;  after  perusal,  he  thinks  it  is  not 
likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  Society,  both  on  account  of  the  matter  it 
contains  and  of  its  great  length,  which  if  printed  would  make  a  large  book; 
advises  him  to  publish  it  himself  and  let  the  public  judge  of  its  new 
doctrines;  in  B.’s  opinion  the  arguments  used  to  support  the  new  doctrines 
are  “not  of  sufficient  weight  to  bear  down  the  admitted  Philosophy  of  the 
present  time”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  106 

KERR,  William  (d.  1814).  Plant  Collector  and  Botanist 

1.  Soho  Square  1803  Apl.  18  *  As  the  King  has  appointed  him  collector  of  plants  in 

foreign  lands,  he  has  opportunities  for  advancement  if  his  conduct  is 
meritorious;  instructs  him  that  he  is  to  be  under  the  direction  of  David 
Lance  ( q.v .) ;  on  arrival  in  China  he  must  enquire  about  native  methods 
of  cultivation  and  botanical  information  of  every  kind,  and  communicate 
regularly  with  Aiton;  he  is  to  pay  special  attention  to  plants  producing 
fibre  and  other  economic  plants  that  can  be  acclimatized;  if  a  garden  is 
provided,  great  care  must  be  taken  in  its  cultivation;  Lance  has  a  collection 
of  drawings  of  Chinese  plants  which  will  help  in  their  determination; 
encloses  for  his  guidance  extracts  from  Grosier’s  Description  of  China. 
[ff.  69-72.]  D.T.C.  14.  61-68 

2.  Canton  1804  Mar.  3  He  has  sent  by  Woodford,  Capt.  [James]  Martin,  four  dif¬ 

ferent  kinds  of  Paeonia  in  good  growing  state,  which  the  Captain  has 
promised  to  care  for  on  the  voyage ;  has  enquired  about  various  kinds  of 
plants  mentioned  in  his  instructions;  when  the  fleet  sails,  the  officers  of 
H.E.I.  Co.  will  move  to  Macao,  where  he  hopes  botanical  facilities  will  be 
better.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  137 

3.  Canton  1804  Mar.  4  [To  W.  T.  Aiton.]  Same  information  as  No.  2,  but  followed 

by  a  detailed  description  of  the  collection  and  cultivation  of  various  species; 
Lance  has  left  him  written  instructions ;  mentions  the  manner  in  which  he 
wishes  his  salary  paid;  next  season,  Lance  intends  to  send  him  to  Cochin 
China  and  Manila.  [Copy  sent  to  B.  by  Aiton.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  138-139 

4.  Canton  1804  Dec.  29  By  the  plant-cabin  of  Winchelsea,  he  has  sent  the  best 

plants  he  can  select ;  by  Glatton,  Capt.  [Charles]  Drummond,  he  is  sending 
to  India  House  seeds  and  drawings  by  a  Chinese  artist;  he  has  heard  from 
Lance  at  St.  Helena,  asking  for  Fruit-trees  for  that  island,  which  have  been 
sent;  the  Governor  of  Manila  has  been  asked  for  and  has  granted  per¬ 
mission  for  him  to  go  there  and  collect  plants,  and  he  is  making  prepara¬ 
tions;  he  has  explored  Macao  and  neighbouring  islands;  has  drawn  a  bill 
on  B.  for  expenses  as  arranged.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  181 

1805  Mar.  23  List  of  plants  sent  to  Kerr  at  Canton  from  the  Botanic 
Garden,  Kew  (143  species  in  13  boxes).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  191-194 
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5.  Canton 


Kerr,  William,  continued 


6.  Canton 


7 .  Canton 


8.  Soho  Square 


9.  Soho  Square 


1806  Feb.  24  The  plants  sent  by  Henry  Addington  having  arrived  in  such 
good  state,  the  value  of  the  plant-cabin  is  proved;  those  sent  to  China  by 
Hope  were  nearly  all  dead,  having  suffered  damage  in  a  storm  at  the  Cape ; 
Capt.  [Henry]  Wilson  of  the  Warley  was  even  more  unfortunate,  for  the 
plants  he  brought  to  exchange  for  Chinese  species  were  nearly  all  dead; 
gives  an  account  of  his  expedition  to  Manila;  is  sending  the  plants 
collected  by  Hope,  and  his  journal  will  follow  as  soon  as  it  is  copied ;  by 
the  Coutts,  Capt.  [James]  Hay,  he  is  sending  a  box  of  seeds;  Puankhequa 
(q.v. )  is  sending  a  figure  of  a  dwarf  for  B.’s  garden. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  227-228 

1806  Mar.  25  He  has  sent  by  Ganges  two  books,  one  containing  his 
Manila  Journal,  and  the  other  a  Catalogue  of  Manila  plants;  he  has 
carried  out  his  instructions  on  the  botanical  side  and  also  by  collecting 
information  on  Chinese  methods  of  land  ownership,  tenure,  sale  and 
transfer.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  231-232 

1806  May  6  *  The  plants  sent  by  Winchelsea  were  nearly  all  dead,  but 
no  blame  for  this  attaches  to  K. ;  it  seems  useless  to  send  living  plants 
unless  they  are  in  charge  of  a  competent  gardener;  a  Chinese  gardener 
should  be  engaged  for  this  purpose,  and  he  would  have  his  maintenance 
and  return  passage;  he  does  not  approve  of  the  Manila  expedition, 
although  it  is  justified  by  the  results;  he  hopes  information  was  obtained 
there  on  the  Manila  Linen  and  Cordage  industry;  highly  commends  him 
for  sending  Fruit-trees  to  St.  Helena;  he  wishes  his  thanks  conveyed  to 
Drummond  for  all  his  help.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  234-235 

1810  June  30  *  Informs  him  that  the  King  has  ordered  the  establishment 
of  a  Botanic  Garden  in  Ceylon;  in  consideration  of  his  good  conduct  as  a 
plant-collector,  he  has  been  appointed  Superintendent;  he  is  therefore  to 
embark  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Governor;  on  arrival  he  will  receive 
instructions  and  the  terms  of  his  appointment  which  have  been  drawn  on 
a  liberal  scale,  with  a  pension  on  retirement.  D.T.C.  18.  45-46 


KILLALOE,  Bishop  of — See  Barnard,  Thomas. 

KINCAID,  John 

1.  [London]  1788  June  28  He  has  brought  two  living  plants  in  pots  from  John 

Duncan  ( q.v .,  No.  12)  at  Canton;  owing  to  the  long  voyage  and  bad 
weather,  they  are  in  a  sickly  condition;  he  has  also  brought  a  pair  of  fans 
for  Lady  Banks.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  305 

KING,  James,  F.R.S.  (1750-1784).  Captain,  R.N. ;  Circumnavigator 

1.  —  [i78o  Oct.  — ]  Thanks  B.  for  informing  him  that  the  Admiralty  have 

offered  him  the  writing  of  the  continuation  of  Cook’s  Voyages,  which  he 
accepts  as  a  flattering  mark  of  distinction;  he  will  endeavour  to  make  it 
worthy  of  B.’s  patronage.  D.T.C.  1.  304 

2.  [London  1781  May  8]  He  is  just  leaving  for  Portsmouth,  and  asks  B.  to  recom¬ 

mend  him  to  [Admiral]  Sir  Thomas  Pye  who  is  taking  command  there ;  as 
requested  by  Stephens  [Sec.,  Admiralty]  he  sends  particulars  of  the 
expenses  incurred  on  behalf  of  Paul;  in  a  few  days  he  will  send  B.  his 
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King,  James,  continued 

contribution  to  Cook’s  Voyages;  it  has  not  been  revised  by  any  of  his 
literary  friends,  but  hopes  when  Lord  Sandwich  has  read  it,  he  may  have 
it  again  for  correction ;  Dr.  Douglas  has  seen  the  first  three  chapters. 

Webster  Coll.  <8> 

3.  Resistance,  1782  Nov.  11  He  was  ordered  abroad  at  such  short  notice  that  he  was 
at  Sea  unable  to  call  upon  B. ;  almost  the  whole  of  his  part  of  Cook’s  Voyage  has 

been  left  in  charge  of  Dr.  Douglas,  and  the  remainder  with  his  brother, 
the  Rev.  Walter  King,  to  correct  grammatical  errors,  etc. ;  he  will  probably 
be  at  Jamaica  for  the  period  of  the  war.  D.T.C.  2.  207-208 


4.  Woodstock  1784  Mar.  15  From  what  passed  at  Lord  Sandwich’s  house,  he  con¬ 
cluded  that  B.’s  determination  as  to  the  Polar  Chart  was  to  depend  on  the 
finishing  of  the  general  chart  which  Roberts  assured  him  would  be  ready 
in  time;  the  chart  now  in  the  hands  of  Stephens  [Sec.  of  Admiralty] 
requires  correction;  gives  his  reasons  for  preferring  the  polar  map  en¬ 
graved  by  Palmer;  will  write  to  Roberts  to  ascertain  definitely  when  the 
general  chart  will  be  finished ;  the  manuscript  is  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Douglas 
and  he  himself  will  be  ready  within  the  time  allowed.  D.T.C.  4.  14-15 


Whitehall 


KING,  John  (1760-1815).  Under- Secretary  of  State 

1.  [Revesby  1 796  Nov.  7  *  He  sends  a  description  of  the  riots  at  Caistor  and  Horn- 

Abbey]  castle ;  Militia  lists  were  seized  from  the  constables  and  destroyed,  so  that 

the  magistrates  could  not  proceed  with  the  ballot;  he  has  examined  the 
Revesby  men  who  rioted  at  Horncastle,  but  none  would  disclose  the  name 
of  his  informant ;  the  cause  of  the  trouble  is  the  irregular  way  Militia 
summonses  have  been  issued,  which  has  given  a  false  idea  to  the  men; 
he  considers  a  military  force  should  be  sent  to  intimidate  or  quell  the 
rioters.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  5 

1796  Nov.  9  Orders  have  been  given  for  a  regiment  of  Cavalry  to  march 
from  Lincoln  to  suppress  the  riots  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  been 
informed ;  it  is  hoped  the  magistrates  will  convince  the  rioters  of  the  de¬ 
lusion  they  are  under;  thanks  B.  for  his  exertions.  [Enclosed:  copy  of 
letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  [the  Duke  of 
Ancaster]  informing  him  of  the  orders  issued  to  the  military  (3.  1.  9A).] 

Lindsey.  3.  1.  9 

1796]  Nov.  11  *  Sends  a  description  of  the  mob  assembled  at  Alford 
who  demanded  money  from  Mrs.  Dashwood,  and  of  her  action  on  this 
occasion.  [See  Coltman,  T.,  No.  9.]  Lindsey.  3.  1.  12 

1796  Nov.  11  Encloses  copy  of  letter  to  Thomas  Coltman,  (1 q.v .  No.  10), 
informing  him  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  ordered  detachments  of  the 
Somerset  Fencible  Cavalry  for  duty  in  the  disaffected  areas. 

Lindsey.  3.  1.  15 

1796  Nov.  28]  Encloses  papers  relating  to  the  war  on  the  Continent  and 
suggests  the  information  might  be  published  in  the  Lincolnshire  news¬ 
papers.  [See  Newcomb,  W.]  Lindsey.  3.  1.  30 

6.  [Soho  Square  1796  Dec.  1]  *  He  is  depressed  at  the  inactivity  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  in  seeing  the  decline  in  the  Lincolnshire  affairs  that  he  left  in  full 
activity.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  1 


3.  [Revesby 
Abbey 

4.  Whitehall 
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7.  [Whitehall  1796  Dec.  3]  Informs  B.  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  written  to  the 

Duke  of  Ancaster  that  officers  should  now  be  appointed  for  at  least  one 
Battalion  [of  the  Supplemental  Militia;  Richard]  Ellison  [M.P.  for  Lin¬ 
coln]  should  take  steps  to  have  a  clause  in  the  Act  enabling  Lincolnshire 
to  call  meetings,  etc.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  1 

8.  [Soho  1796  Dec.  19  *  Asks  if  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  has  returned  to  Govern- 

Square]  ment  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  offered  their  services  in  the 

Supplemental  Militia.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  2 

9.  [Whitehall  1796  Dec.  20]  Replies  that  the  Duke  [of  Ancaster]  has  not  returned  the 

names,  but  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  told  him  that  at  least  one  Battalion 
should  be  officered.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  2 

10.  Soho  Square  1797  Feb.  16*  He  has  received  a  letter  from  [Richard]  Ellison  “in 
which  he  abuses  you  all  like  pick  pockets” ;  he  does  not  mean  to  resign  his 
office  until  after  the  Supplemental  Militia  is  raised.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  10 

Whitehall  1797  Feb.  23  He  encloses  a  letter  received  from  Yorkshire  (3.  2.  11)  on 
the  proposals  of  Ellison ;  it  appears  decisive  against  his  proposals  that  the 
Legislature  should  entrust  the  raising  of  the  Militia  to  the  Lords  Lieutenant. 

Lindsey.  3.  2.  12 

[Whitehall  1797  Feb.  24]  Encloses  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland;  matters 

are  now  proceeding  and  the  men  will  be  balloted  for  in  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire  without  difficulty.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  13 

[Soho  Square  1797]  Feb.  25  *  He  finds  on  enquiry  that  the  number  of  men  for  the 
Supplemental  Militia  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  was  so  great  that  it 
was  impossible  to  attach  more  than  one-third  of  them,  and  two  independent 
Battalions  are  to  be  formed;  he  hopes  Lincolnshire  will  be  allowed  the 
same  privilege.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  14 
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12. 


14.  [Whitehall 


15.  Whitehall 


16.  [Soho 
Square] 


17.  Soho  Square 


18.  Soho  Square 


1797]  Mar.  20  Encloses  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  dated  9th  Mar.  (3.  2.  18)  with  a  note  by  the  latter  that  it 
should  be  communicated  to  B.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  19 

1798  Feb.  26  Encloses  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the 
Duke  of  Ancaster  on  suspending  B.’s  commission  in  the  Militia.  [See 
Bertie,  Brownlow,  No.  8.]  Lindsey.  3.  2.  25 

1798  Mar.  1  *  In  consequence  of  the  leave  of  absence  granted  by  H.M., 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  superseded  him  and  appointed  another  in  his 
place ;  he  invokes  the  protection  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  in  this  oppression 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  which  he  (B.)  does  not  mean  to  submit  to. 

Lindsey.  3.  2.  26 

1798  Mar.  3  *  He  has  seen  the  Lord  Lieutenant  who  has  changed  his 
plans,  and  B.  is  to  remain  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Militia;  he  requests 
therefore  that  no  further  action  be  taken  in  consequence  of  his  letter  of 
1st  Mar.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  26 

1798  Dec.  13  *  He  gives  an  account  of  the  training  and  ability  of  George 
Caley  ( q.v .);  he  intends  to  send  him  to  New  South  Wales  as  a  plant- 
collector,  if  the  Duke  of  Portland  will  grant  permission ;  being  unwilling 
to  recommend  to  Government  any  Botanist  who  has  not  had  a  scientific 
training  he  will  pay  Caley’s  salary  himself;  requests  that  Government 
will  allow  for  his  maintenance  out  of  public  stores ;  as  Governor  King  has 
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agreed  to  take  Caley  into  his  suite,  he  requests  that  orders  should  be 
sent  to  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  to  receive  him,  to  provide  him 
with  accommodation  and  allow  him  such  facilities  as  are  thought  fitting. 

D.T.C.  ii.  122-124 

KING,  Philip  Gidley  (1758-1808).  Governor  of  Norfolk  Island  and  of  New  South  Wales 
1.  Norfolk  1 793  May  24  As  he  is  sending  this  letter  by  a  discovery  ship,  it  will 


Island 

probably  be  long  in  reaching  B.;  reports  good  order  on  the  island;  asks 
B.’s  opinion  on  the  cultivation  of  Indigo  and  Cotton;  two  youths  from 
New  Zealand,  named  Tookie  and  Woodoor,  have  arrived  on  the  island, 
much  afflicted  at  being  parted  from  their  native  land;  much  useful 
knowledge  has  been  gained  from  them,  including  their  method  of  pre¬ 
paring  Flax;  he  is  sending  specimens  and  drawings  of  plants  with  direc¬ 
tions  to  send  them  from  Bombay  or  by  any  English  ship  that  may  be  met 
with;  hopes  fruit  trees,  cattle  and  sheep  will  be  sent  to  the  island. 

D.T.C.  8.  203-207 

2.  Norfolk 
Island 

1 795  July  31  Reports  all  is  quiet  and  orderly  on  the  island;  there  is 

abundance  of  food,  and  India  and  England  are  the  best  sources  of  supply, 
although  [Australia]  is  only  one  week’s  sail  away;  there  is  much  distress 
through  scarcity  of  food  at  Port  Jackson;  more  settlers  are  needed;  cattle, 
sheep  and  ploughs  are  also  required;  the  crops  of  Cotton  and  Flax 
promise  well,  but  there  are  neither  tools  nor  people  to  work  them;  has 
some  fine  pine  seed  and  flax  plants  which  will  be  sent  by  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity;  will  also  send  Flax  to  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden. 

D.T.C.  9.  244-245 

3.  Soho  Square  1797  Mar.  30  *  Has  not  received  the  box  of  plants  sent  by  Irish,  who 
undertook  to  leave  them  at  Valparaiso;  out  of  the  “wrecks  and  ruins”  of 


4.  London 

the  consignments  so  frequently  sent  by  K.  some  fruits  have  been  grown; 
of  the  Norfolk  Pine  only  one  arrived  alive,  but  it  is  growing  vigorously 
at  Kew;  the  cloth  plant  has  grown  and  increased,  and  several  of  the  smaller 
exotics  do  honour  to  Kew  as  representatives  of  Norfolk  Island;  names 
other  plants  that  are  still  wanted ;  has  been  appointed  to  the  Privy  Council 
and  hopes  this  may  enable  him  to  be  of  service  to  his  “favorite  Colony”, 
the  interests  of  which  are  neglected  by  Ministers  carrying  on  the  war. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  75-76 

1797  May  27  He  has  been  assisting  the  widow  of  his  friend  Col.  [Robert 

Jacob]  Gordon  to  clear  her  effects  at  the  Custom  House;  the  two  boxes 
containing  his  charts,  manuscripts  and  drawings  were  searched  and 
numbered ;  they  contain  95  charts  and  600  drawings  of  views  and  Natural 
History;  Mrs.  Gordon  intended  to  present  them  to  the  Stadtholder  in 
Holland,  but  now  that  the  Cape  is  in  British  control  she  desires  to  submit 
them  to  B.’s  inspection  and  asks  him  to  procure  an  order  for  their  delivery 
from  the  Custom  House.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  138-138A 

5.  London 

1797  May  27  As  requested  by  B.,  he  specifies  the  contents  of  the  two 

boxes  of  charts,  etc.,  of  the  late  Col.  Gordon;  the  first  contains  a  general 
chart  and  some  smaller  charts  and  views  of  places  in  the  interior  of  Africa 
visited  by  him,  about  95  in  all,  with  a  MS.  account  in  Dutch;  the  second 
box  contains  a  large  book  in  which  are  arranged  about  400  Natural 
History  drawings;  the  charts  were  drawn  in  outline  by  Col.  Gordon  and 
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Gidley,  continued 

finished  under  his  directions;  as  Mrs.  Gordon  desires  to  have  them 
examined  so  as  to  judge  of  their  importance  to  this  country,  she  requests 
that  they  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  Custom  House  without  payment  of 
duty ;  as  soon  as  this  is  done,  she  will  depart  with  her  family  to  Switzerland. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  139-140 

1797  June  15  [To  the  Duke  of  Portland.]  Gives  an  account  of  his  record 
in  the  Navy  from  1770  to  1788,  as  Governor  of  Norfolk  Island,  1788  to 
1790,  when  he  was  sent  home  with  dispatches  and  his  return  there  in  1791 
until  1796,  when  he  came  back  once  more  to  England  to  restore  his  health; 
gives  also  a  statement  of  the  improvements  introduced  by  him  in  the 
administration  and  prosperity  of  the  island,  and  a  statement  of  his  financial 
position ;  although  not  on  the  active  list  of  the  Navy  during  the  nine  years 
of  his  colonial  service,  and  thus  barred  from  promotion,  begs  to  be  given 
the  rank  of  Post  Captain.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  98-102 

1797  July  28  His  eldest  boy  has  just  arrived,  having  been  sent  from 
Norfolk  Island  in  charge  of  Capt.  Plogan,  by  way  of  India ;  as  he  desires  to 
give  his  children  (three  boys  and  two  girls)  a  good  education,  and  as  his 
means  are  very  limited,  asks  B.’s  assistance  to  procure  for  his  eldest  boy, 
Norfolk  King,  aged  nine  years,  a  presentation  to  Christ’s  Hospital. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  167-168 

1797  Oct.  7  Has  seen  [John]  King  [Under- Secretary  of  State],  who 
agrees  with  B.’s  ideas  on  sending  out  settlers ;  the  first  applicants  with  their 
families  are  now  embarked  and  have  had  an  allowance  in  cash;  other 
applicants  are  not  to  have  money  advanced  to  them ;  only  persons  of  good 
character  are  to  be  accepted,  and  they  will  have  a  free  passage,  a  grant  of 
land,  and  maintenance  from  public  stores  for  12  months,  after  which  they 
are  to  maintain  themselves;  his  own  future  is  very  uncertain  and  he  has 
had  no  satisfaction  from  the  Department  concerned ;  he  thinks  seriously  of 
resigning  his  Governorship  and  applying  to  the  Admiralty;  has  seen 
[George]  Rose  [Secretary  to  the  Treasury]  about  Col.  Gordon’s  charts, 
etc. ;  Rose  had  forgotten  them ;  they  are  now  in  charge  of  Capt.  Riou,  and 
Rose  desired  him  to  ask  Mrs.  Gordon  their  value,  and  if  the  sum  was 
reasonable,  Government  would  buy  them.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  188-191 

1797  Oct.  13  Statement  of  his  services  in  the  Navy  and  as  Governor  of 
Norfolk  Island.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  130-131 

1802  Nov.  9  [To  Evan  Nepean,  Sec.  of  Admiralty.]  Reports  that  In¬ 
vestigator  and  Lady  Nelson  sailed  in  July  to  continue  the  coastal  survey 
under  Capt.  Flinders;  has  already  reported  that  the  French  discovery  ship 
Le  Naturaliste  had  put  in  for  refreshments  and  sailed  again;  the  other  ship, 
Le  Geographe,  Capt.  Baudin,  arrived  on  22nd  June  with  only  12  men  able 
to  work,  the  rest  being  invalided  by  scurvy,  but  they  recovered  after 
treatment;  Le  Geographe  having  lost  some  sheathing,  permission  was 
granted  to  heave  her  down;  Le  Naturaliste  returned  3rd  July;  both  ships 
were  provisioned  by  the  timely  arrival  of  an  American  trader;  Le 
Naturaliste  will  return  to  France;  the  commander  asked  permission  to 
purchase  a  small  vessel  of  20  tons  to  accompany  him  on  the  rest  of  his 
voyage ;  the  officers  and  crew  of  both  ships  were  placed  under  certain  re¬ 
strictions  which  they  loyally  observed;  Capt.  Baudin  intends  to  repass 
through  the  Bass  Straits,  to  visit  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria  and  the  Moluccas, 
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and  return  from  there  to  France,  the  extensive  Natural  History  Collections 
have  been  sent  by  Le  Naturaliste;  Capt.  Flinders’s  dispatches  will  be 
detained  until  a  safe  opportunity  of  sending  them  occurs ;  gives  a  summary 
of  the  operations  of  Flinders  from  the  time  he  left  the  Cape. 

D.T.C.  13.  286-291 

11.  Soho  Square  1804  Aug.  29  *  Regrets  resignation  of  Lord  Hobart  and  his  Sec., 

Sullivan,  as  they  understood  the  colony;  they  are  replaced  by  Lord 
Camden  and  Cooke  who  will  have  to  be  brought  to  the  same  understand¬ 
ing  ;  has  been  ill  for  three  months ;  Barrallier  has  reached  England  and  called 
upon  him  with  his  journals;  Flinders  is  a  prisoner;  efforts  are  being  made 
to  procure  his  release;  a  proposed  sheep-breeding  company  in  England; 
has  advised  a  grant  of  land  in  Australia  for  sheep  rearing ;  Caley  has  sent 
home  valuable  specimens;  Caley’s  impetuous  nature  calls  for  great  for¬ 
bearance,  but  he  has  an  honest  mind;  criticizes  the  too  free  granting  of 
reprieves.  D.T.C.  15.  73-78 

12.  Sydney  1805  May  20  Investigator  has  been  repaired  and  is  returning  to  England 

with  Brown  and  Bauer  and  their  collections;  Brown’s  collections  from 
Porpoise  are  left  with  Caley,  who  sends  nothing  home  by  Investigator ;  Col. 
Paterson  has  sent  seeds  from  Port  Dalrymple;  sends  specimens  of  Sandal¬ 
wood  from  Fiji  and  Moluccas.  D.T.C.  16.  26-30 

KING,  Rufus  (1755-1827).  American  Politician 

1.  New  York  1805  May  2  Introduces  Peck,  who  has  been  appointed  Professor  of 

Natural  History  at  Cambridge,  Mass. ;  as  he  has  never  been  in  Europe,  it 
was  considered  expedient  to  send  him  before  beginning  his  lectures ;  asks 
B.  to  receive  him  and  give  him  introductions.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  398 

KING,  William.  Steward  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland 

1.  Belvoir  1795  Nov.  30  Describes  the  effects  of  the  Earthquake-shock  of  1 8th 

Castle  Nov.  1795  in  Belvoir  and  Nottingham.  [See  note  to  Bennett,  A.,  No.  1.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  27-28 


KIPPIS,  Rev.  Andrew,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1725-1795).  Biographer 

1.  Crown  1 783  Dec.  31  Regrets  that  a  previous  engagement  will  prevent  him  from 

Street  attending  the  meeting  [of  R.S.]  but  will  support  all  efforts  to  prevent  the 

Society  “being  turned  into  a  scene  of  altercation”. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  4 

2.  Westminster  1784  May  8  [To  Dr.  Maxwell  Garthshore.]  Has  heard  that  another 

pamphlet  is  to  be  issued  by  Maty  in  vindication  of  himself  [Authentic 
Account  of  the  Dissensions ,  etc.  1784] ;  he  therefore  thinks  it  better  to  wait 
till  the  session  is  ended  and  the  malcontents’  proceedings  fully  displayed 
before  he  writes  his  observations;  he  will  be  fully  occupied  with  finishing 
the  3rd  vol.  of  Biographia  [ Britannica ]  and  with  the  Annual  Register  until 
the  end  of  July;  he  wishes  to  vindicate  the  honour  and  interests  of  R.S., 
and  trusts  that  B.  will  not  consider  the  delay  a  disadvantage. 

D.T.C.  4.  27-28 

3.  Crown  1784  Aug.  6  [To  Dr.  M.  Garthshore.]  Has  various  engagements  to  fulfil 

Street  out  of  London,  but  will  take  his  papers  with  him  and  proceed  with  writing 

his  pamphlet,  which  should  be  ready  when  he  returns  to  London  in 
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October,  and  should  be  issued  just  before  the  beginning  of  the  session;  it 
will  be  entitled  Observations  on  the  late  Contests  in  the  Royal  Society ;  will 
call  on  B.  for  any  additional  observations  he  may  make.  D.T.C.  4.  44-45 
1785  Nov.  21  Agrees  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  take  a  copy  of  the 
paper  concerning  Capt.  Cook’s  death,  and  he  will  have  it  transcribed; 
thanks  B.  for  writing  to  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  and  Mrs.  Cook.  D.T.C.  4.  193 
1795  Aug.  10  He  sends  a  letter  and  newspaper  received  from  Boston, 
New  England,  on  the  American  attitude  towards  Capt.  Cook’s  expedition; 
if  he  was  misinformed  on  the  subject  when  he  published  the  account  of 
Cook  in  Biographia  Britannica  he  will  admit  his  error  when  convinced  of  it. 

D.T.C.  9.  279 

1795  Aug.  15  *  His  source  of  information  on  the  conduct  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  towards  Capt.  Cook  was  the  late  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  took  pains  to 
procure  intelligence  of  difficulties  likely  to  be  thrown  in  Cook’s  way;  he 
learned  that  the  States  either  separately  or  jointly  never  issued  orders  to 
their  cruisers  to  respect  Cook’s  ships  or  to  recognize  Franklin’s  recom¬ 
mendation;  Franklin  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  Congress  wished 
Cook  to  be  protected ;  is  pleased  to  learn  that  Cook’s  protection  having 
been  debated  and  negatived  by  Congress  is  not  true ;  a  retractation  of  that 
error  cannot  harm  his  (K.’s)  reputation  as  a  biographer;  returns  the 
newspaper  and  Dr.  [Jeremy]  Belknap’s  letter.  D.T.C.  9.  282-283 

1795  Nov.  21  He  will  send  B.  a  copy  of  the  paper  containing  the  account 
of  Capt.  Cook’s  death;  thanks  B.  for  having  expressed  so  good  an  opinion 
of  him  to  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  and  Mrs.  Cook.  Webster  Coll.  <9 > 

KIRWAN,  Richard,  F.R.S.  (1733-1812).  Chemist  and  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  Dublin  1788  Apl.  8  He  has  had  a  controversy  with  Magellan,  who  had  asked 

him  to  translate  some  remarks  made  by  Fabbroni  on  Cronstedt’s  Mineralogy 
for  insertion  in  an  edition  of  that  work  which  he  had  in  contemplation; 
he  afterwards  found  that  M.  was  to  make  this  the  pretext  for  “plundering 
my  Mineralogy  ”  ;  regrets  he  did  not  take  B.’s  advice  to  beware  of  M. ;  Lord 
Charlemont  is  an  excellent  President  of  the  Academy,  to  which  he  (K.) 
has  sent  a  paper  on  the  causes  of  variation  in  the  barometer. 

D.T.C.  6.  21-22 

2.  Dublin  1788  June  30  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  Crawford’s  experiments  on  the 

Specific  Gravity  of  Spirits  of  Wine  are  to  be  discussed,  against  which 
Landriani  seems  unjustly  prejudiced ;  the  reports  of  a  volcano  in  the  N.  of 
Ireland  are  an  imposture;  mentions  the  Wicklow  mountains  and  their 
deposits  of  lead  and  copper  ore;  has  been  studying  stones  said  to  be  of 
volcanic  origin,  and  his  conclusions  are  the  opposite  of  these  of  Hutton; 
Dr.  Black  of  Edinburgh  is  now  in  Dublin.  D.T.C.  6.  38-39 

3.  Dublin  1789  Jan.  10  Joins  with  B.  in  hoping  for  the  King’s  recovery;  is  sur¬ 

prised  that  Cavendish  now  talks  politics,  although  he  was  silent  when, 
during  North’s  administration,  his  family  was  so  much  engaged ;  Priestley 
now  combats  the  doctrine  of  the  composition  of  water,  but  he  (K.)  still 
adheres  to  Cavendish;  Faujas  is  offended  that  he  has  not  once  mentioned 
his  name,  but  he  treats  him  with  contempt  for  his  untruthfulness;  is 
analysing  the  salts  used  by  bleachers ;  neglect  of  business  by  Elmsley,  the 
bookseller.  D.T.C.  6.  122-124 


4.  Crown 
Street 

5.  Westminster 

6.  Soho  Square 


7.  Crown 
Street 
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4.  Dublin  1789  Apl.  19  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  send  B.  records  of  the  extreme  cold 

in  Ireland  in  the  past  winter;  he  applied  to  Dr.  Ussher  [Astronomer  Royal 
of  Ireland]  for  records  of  the  thermometer,  but  as  these  were  taken  indoors 
they  are  useless;  gives  his  own  diary  of  meteorological  observations  from 
Nov.  1788  to  April  1789;  he  hears  that  Berthollet  is  bringing  out  a 
chemical  journal  [Annales  de  Chimie  et  de  Physique ] ;  mentions  many  recent 
publications  which  Elmsley  has  not  sent  him;  has  read  his  paper  on 
bleaching  salts  at  the  Academy.  D.T.C.  6.  1 50-1 52 

5.  Dublin  1797  Apl.  9  Is  very  glad  B.  has  received  his  correspondence  and  con¬ 

gratulates  him  on  his  appointment  to  the  Privy  Council ;  about  1400  copies 
of  Vol.  2  of  his  Mineralogy  on  their  way  to  London  by  sea  have  been 
captured  by  a  French  privateer;  he  has  sent  a  copy  to  Elmsley  to  have  it 
reprinted  in  London;  mentions  various  scientific  friends — Cavendish, 
Blagden,  Hatchett,  Macie,  Tenant,  Higgins  and  Young;  in  Vol.  2  of  his 
Mineralogy  he  has  made  a  new  analysis  of  various  kinds  of  pit-coal;  is 
now  at  work  on  his  Geological  Essays ;  desires  to  see  new  work  on  minera¬ 
logy  by  Prince  Gallitzin.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  119-121 

6.  Dublin  1801  Apl.  9  As  the  chair  of  Natural  History  in  Edinburgh  will  soon  be 

vacant,  he  strongly  recommends  Robert  Jameson  to  fill  it;  he  has  lately 
published  an  account  of  mineralogy  of  the  Shetland  Islands  and  is  at 
present  studying  under  Werner;  he  feels  sure  that  the  influence  of  B.  and 
of  Dundas  can  secure  the  appointment,  which  is  also  supported  by  Count 
Rumford  and  Blagden.  D.T.C.  12.  199-200 

7.  Dublin  [1802]  Mar.  15  Thanks  B.  for  sending  him  the  valuable  papers  of  [Johan] 

Gadolin;  will  send  B.  a  meteorological  paper  he  has  in  preparation;  has 
laid  proposals  before  [Charles]  Abbot  [Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland]  for 
establishing  a  Board  of  Mines,  similar  to  those  of  Saxony,  Hungary  and 
France;  Lord  Pelham  does  not  seem  to  think  such  a  body  necessary  in 
Ireland  as  there  is  none  in  England.  D.T.C.  13.  53-54 


KLEINERT,  S.  G. 

1.  Highgate  1795  Oct.  12  Sends  information  concerning  Swans;  the  proper  time  for 
killing  is  the  month  of  January;  gives  directions  for  skinning  and  dressing 
them.  Dawson  MS.  45.  13 

KNATCHBULL,  Sir  Edward,  8th  Bart.  (d.  1819) 

1.  Provender  1797  Jan.  5  In  answer  to  B.’s  enquiry,  informs  him  that  his  troop  [in 
[Kent]  Kent]  cost  the  original  subscribers  nothing;  the  County  allowed  about  £13 

a  man  for  finding  everything;  the  Captains  of  the  troops  have  neither 
asked  for  nor  expected  any  more ;  Government  pay  the  keep  of  one  serjeant 
and  his  horses;  the  troops  find  their  own  trumpeter,  the  Govt,  provide 
only  the  trumpet.  Lindsey,  n.  3.  n 

KNIGHT,  Richard  Payne  (1750-1824).  Numismatist  and  Virtuoso 

1.  Whitehall  [1785]  June  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  remarks  [on  the  essay  on  the  Cult  of 
Priapus,  published  by  the  Society  of  Dilettanti] ;  some  expressions  must  be 
paraphrased  to  prevent  giving  offence  to  the  orthodox ;  thus  for  holy  spirit, 
he  suggests  divine  spirit,  for  trinity,  triad,  etc. ;  his  work  is  intended  only 
for  the  society  and  not  for  the  public;  his  object  is  to  show  the  pagan 
origin  of  many  religious  ceremonies.  D.T.C.  4.  143-145 
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3.  Whitehall 

4.  Whitehall 


5.  Whitehall 


6.  Soho  Square 


7.  Soho  Square 


Payne,  continued 

1795  May  18  Has  read  what  [Wm.]  Marshall  has  written  on  fruit  trees  and 

though  it  occupies  200  pages,  it  contains  nothing  that  could  not  be 
explained  by  any  Herefordshire  farmer;  it  cannot  be  considered  a  scientific 
treatise  on  planting.  D.T.C.  9.  216 

1796  June  21  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  on  the  insect-pest  which  he  has 
sent  to  his  brother  [Thomas  Andrew  Knight  (<?.?;.)] ;  it  has  already  attacked 
apple  trees  in  Herefordshire  and  also  attacks  oaks.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  55 

1805  May  17  [To  Edward  Towneley  Standish.]  In  the  many  con¬ 
versations  he  has  had  with  the  late  Charles  Towneley  on  the  final  destiny 
of  his  collection  of  marbles,  his  wishes  were  clearly  expressed;  he  dreaded 
the  collection  being  exposed  to  violence  and  wished  it  to  be  preserved 
for  the  use  of  the  public  and  the  credit  of  his  family;  he  proposes,  (1) 
that  two  of  the  Towneley  family  shall  be  Trustees  [of  the  British 
Museum]  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Harley,  Sloane  and  Cotton  trustees ; 
(2)  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  £ 20,000  shall  be  paid  for  the  collection,  the 
actual  sum  to  be  determined  by  B.,  Charles  Greville,  Thomas  Hope  and 
R.  P.  Knight;  (3)  that  the  proposition  be  formally  made  to  the  Trustees 
by  the  family,  the  Trustees  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  an  Act  at  their  own 
expense;  asks  for  an  early  decision.  [See  Abbot,  Charles,  Nos.  2-1 1.] 

D.T.C.  16.  21-22 

1805  May  18  As  B.  has  expressed  a  wish  for  the  completion  of  the 
Towneley  Marbles  affair,  he  wrote  to  Towneley  Standish,  and  encloses  a 
copy  of  his  letter  [ see  No.  4] ;  to  propose  any  curtailment  of  the  honour  of 
family  trusteeship  would  certainly  be  rejected,  nor  would  he  propose  it  to 
so  ancient  and  distinguished  a  family.  D.T.C.  16.  20 

1816  June  16  *  As  an  old  friend,  feels  it  his  duty  to  send  him  the  letter 
which  originated  in  his  request  to  Hamilton  [see  Hamilton,  W.  R., 
No.  3]  to  compare  his  (K.’s)  Flora  with  that  of  Pistrucci ;  he  will  be  pained 
to  learn  how  Bonelli’s  account  given  to  others  differs  from  that  he  has 
given  to  him  (K.) ;  to  break  off  the  confidence  in  a  man  who  has  previously 
held  it  is  painful  but  unavoidable;  it  seems  impossible  that  Bonelli  can 
remain  in  England  and  that  his  reputation  in  Rome  will  suffer  when  his 
conduct  is  known.  [Knight  bought  from  Bonelli  an  engraved  gem  of 
Flora  which  was  declared  to  be  an  antique;  Pistrucci,  however,  declared 
it  to  be  his  own  work,  made  for  Bonelli  for  a  trifling  sum.  Knight,  never¬ 
theless,  persisted  in  his  belief  that  the  gem  was  a  genuine  antique.]  [See 
L.  Forrer,  Benedetto  Pistrucci,  London,  1906,  p.  6,  and  O.  M.  Dalton, 
Cat.  Engraved  Gems  ( Post-classical )  in  the  Brit.  Mus.,  (1926),  No.  176,  and 
pp.  liv-lv.]  D.T.C.  19.  275-276 

1816  June  19  Thinks  that  Hamilton  should  have  consulted  him  before 
confronting  Bonelli,  that  the  latter  was  timid  and  confused,  and  that 
Hamilton  misunderstood  him;  details  at  length  his  dealings  with  Bonelli, 
his  conviction  of  his  honesty  and  his  convictions  based  on  technical 
knowledge  that  the  Flora  really  is  an  antique,  and  challenges  Pistrucci  to 
engrave  another  specimen.  [Pistrucci,  to  prove  his  case,  actually  did 
execute  several  replicas  of  the  Flora ;  he  convinced  contemporary  as  well  as 
later  experts  that  Knight’s  Flora  was  his  own  work,  though  Knight  persisted 
in  his  opinion  till  the  end.  For  a  full  statement,  see  the  works  quoted  under 
No.  6.  This  letter  was  written  by  K.  in  B.’s  house.]  D.T.C.  19.  277-281 
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Note.- — Most  of  these  letters  are  very  long  and  verbose  and  describe  experiments  and 
observations  upon  plant-physiology;  it  is  accordingly  impossible  to  epitomize  them,  and 
they  would  require  to  be  transcribed  in  full  in  order  to  be  intelligible.  In  most  cases, 
therefore,  the  subjects  only  are  indicated  in  the  list  that  follows. 


1.  Elton,  nr. 
Ludlow 

2.  Elton 


Elton 


4- 

5- 


Elton 

Elton 


6.  Elton 


Elton 


8.  Elton 


Elton 


10.  Elton 


1797  Feb.  3 

1797  Mar.  29 
peas. 

1798  Jan.  18 

1799  Jan.  14 


1795  Jan.  11  Experiments  and  observations  on  the  causes  of  diseases  and 

decay  in  apple  and  pear-trees.  D.T.C.  9.  182-187 

1796  July  1  Has  been  unable  to  trace  the  insect  that  attacks  fruit-trees; 
experiments  on  the  growth  of  wheat,  peas  and  apples. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  56-59 

1797  Jan.  21  Treatment  of  insect  pests;  is  producing  new  varieties  of 
peas;  weakness  of  plant  stocks  caused  by  in-breeding. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  107-110 
Sends  samples  of  new  varieties  of  peas.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  1 1 1 
Further  information  on  the  production  of  new  varieties  of 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  1 18 

Describes  experiments  on  peas  by  selective  fertilization. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  129-130 
D.T.C.  10  (2).  168-171 
Thanks  B.  for  sending  peas;  further  experiments  on 
selective  crossing;  he  has  produced  similar  effects  with  apples;  sends 
samples  of  new  varieties  of  peas  he  has  produced ;  is  making  a  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  Bath  Agric.  Soc. ;  as  superfetation  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  has 
not  previously  been  described,  proposes  a  paper  for  Linnean  Soc.  or  R.S., 
but  will  follow  B.’s  advice;  sends  apples  of  a  new  variety  produced  from 
seed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  1 71-173 

D.T.C.  11.  164-169 

1799  July  22  Is  honoured  by  B.’s  intimation  that  a  good  ram  could  be 
selected  from  the  King’s  flock  and  presented  to  him;  it  can  be  safely  sent 
by  the  wagon,  several  others  having  already  been  so  conveyed  from  London, 
and  one  from  Windsor  to  Lord  Clive;  requests  B.  to  convey  his  thanks  to 
H.M.  and  to  assure  him  that  the  best  use  will  be  made  of  the  ram  to 
improve  the  stock  of  the  county;  discussion  of  stock-breeding  and  prices 
in  Herefordshire;  is  studying  the  causes  of  the  ascent  of  sap  in  trees,  and 
gives  his  preliminary  opinions.  D.T.C.  11.  244-247 

1799  Aug.  14  Informs  B.  that  the  ram  has  arrived  in  good  condition; 

he  will  send  B.  an  account  of  the  different  crosses  he  intends  to  make; 
expounds  his  theory  of  the  ascent  of  sap  in  trees,  and  his  reasons  for  re¬ 
jecting  those  of  Hales,  Hunter  and  [Erasmus]  Darwin;  describes  the 
structure  and  functions  of  the  grain  in  wood;  remarks  on  blight  and 
mildew;  believes  the  latter  to  be  a  cryptogamous  plant.  [Printed  in  Knight : 
Selection ,  24-28.]  D.T.C.  11.  258-264 

1800  Jan.  27  Sends  specimens  of  a  new  variety  of  pea  with  a  superior 

flavour;  if  B.  desires  to  cultivate  it,  he  will  send  a  supply  of  seed;  sends 
also  ears  of  several  varieties  of  wheat ;  gives  an  account  of  his  experiments 
on  the  ascent  of  sap;  refers  to  B.’s  paper  in  Nicholson’s  Journal  [ii,  Sept. 
1798,  267-268]  on  the  hybrid,  zebra X ass;  he  remembers  the  animal  well, 
it  was  kept  in  Lord  Clive’s  park  until  it  was  full  grown,  but  has  been  dead 
for  some  years.  [See  Parker,  — .]  D.T.C.  12.  21-23 
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11.  Elton 

1800  Feb.  21  The  varieties  of  wheat  he  sent  were  grown  promiscuously 

together,  and  he  has  found  that  such  mixtures  produce  good  crops; 
cannot  see  why  the  autumnal  sun  is  less  favourable  to  the  sap  of  seedling 
plants  than  the  vernal;  from  his  experiments  on  plants  under  glass,  he 
concludes  that  an  unvaried  temperature  is  not  favourable  to  plants,  and 
the  vine  thrives  better  in  varying  than  in  fixed  temperatures. 

D.T.C.  12.  33-35 

12.  Elton 

1800  Mar.  2  Describes  experiments  which  disprove  the  theory  that  the 

sap  which  feeds  the  leaves  and  small  branches  rises  between  the  bark  and 
the  trunk  of  the  tree.  D.T.C.  12.  40-48 

13.  Soho  Square  1800  Apl.  10  *  Is  very  busily  engaged  on  the  Committee  [of  the  Privy 
Council]  of  Trade;  is  highly  gratified  by  the  accounts  of  the  experiments 


14.  Elton 

and  requests  a  continuance  of  the  correspondence.  Knight:  Selection,  28-29. 

1800  June  6  In  the  paper  on  sap  which  he  gave  B.,  he  finds  he  has  not 

sufficiently  accurately  described  the  difference  between  the  tubes  which 
carry  up  the  coloured  infusions  and  those  which  he  supposes  to  return  the 
sap  to  the  bark,  and  gives  additional  particulars;  an  experiment  on  the 
Aleppo  Vine  that  has  differently  coloured  grapes  on  the  same  bunch. 

D.T.C.  12.  67-70 

15.  Elton 

1800  July  17  Comments  on  the  works  of  Erasmus  Darwin  which  convey 

much  information  “mixed  with  a  very  large  portion  of  ingenious  non¬ 
sense”;  is  pleased  that  Blagden  thinks  well  of  his  theory  of  the  return  of 
sap  from  the  leaf,  as  he  feared  he  would  be  a  formidable  opponent; 
remarks  on  the  prices  of  wool  and  the  harvest  prospects.  D.T.C.  12.  74-77 

16.  Elton 

1801  Feb.  26  Is  sending  his  paper  on  sap  and  the  drawings  by  the 

Ludlow  coach;  sends  also  some  leaves  of  seedling  vines  from  the  male  of 
the  Aleppo  and  the  female  of  the  White  Sweetwater;  his  wheat  varieties 
have  produced  wonderful  crops,  from  15  J  acres  he  reaped  45  wagon  loads. 

D.T.C.  12.  187-188 

17.  Elton 

1801  Nov.  21  Describes  the  experiments  made  during  the  summer, 

chiefly  on  vines,  fruit  trees  and  potatoes;  the  orchards  have  yielded  very 
well  and  immense  quantities  of  cider  and  perry  have  been  made. 

D.T.C.  12. 275-279 

18.  Elton 

1801  [Dec.  - — ]  Vine-grafts  and  their  results ;  considers  that  the  structure 

of  roots  differs  essentially  from  that  of  branches.  D.T.C.  12.  286-287 

19.  Elton 

1802  Jan.  7  Experiments  on  the  cabbage  and  turnip,  producing  “vege¬ 

table  mules”;  three  species  of  Lathyrus,  the  farina  of  each  of  which  was 
alternately  introduced  into  each  other’s  blossoms,  failed  entirely  to  produce 
mules,  but  has  succeeded  with  filberts  and  hazels,  cowslip  and  primrose, 
etc.;  considers  the  views  of  J.  E.  Smith  and  Linnaeus  are  erroneous. 

20.  Whitehall 

D.T.C.  13.  1-3 

1802  June  13  Has  left  for  B.  copy  of  a  letter  he  had  to  address  to  Dr. 

[James]  Anderson  [editor  of  the  monthly  Recreations  in  Agriculture ]  in 
answer  to  accusations  made  by  him  of  having  suppressed  the  wonders 
Forsyth  showed  him  at  Kensington;  the  Spanish  sheep  have  gained  much 
credit ;  has  had  a  good  yield  of  wool  from  sheep  which  lived  on  the  fallows 
throughout  the  winter,  without  turnips  or  hay,  and  the  carcasses  of  the 
mixed  breed  weigh  well;  the  crop  of  his  new  varieties  of  apples  is  ex¬ 
cellent.  D.T.C.  13. 165-166 

32— B.L. 
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21.  Elton  1802  July  8  The  finest  wool  is  produced  from  sheep  on  the  poorest 


22.  Elton 

pasture;  the  wool  of  sheep  on  slightly  better  pasture  is  longer,  though  still 
fine ;  the  carcass  of  the  first  is  of  little  value,  but  of  the  second,  excellent ; 
does  not  intend  to  be  drawn  into  further  controversy  with  Anderson; 
effect  of  climate  on  the  growth  and  production  of  plants ;  experiments  with 
vines.  D.T.C.  13.  201-203 

1802  Sept.  20  He  gave  Davidson  his  assistance  in  executing  his  com¬ 

mission  [of  purchasing  cattle  for  the  Emperor  of  Russia] ;  period  of 
ripening  of  old  and  young  pear-trees  and  its  causes;  has  continued  his 
experiments  and  observations  and  is  preparing  another  paper  for  R.S. ; 
has  been  studying  the  experiments  of  Hales,  Bonnet,  etc.,  and  thinks  they 
have  been  misled  by  Grew  who  mistook  and  confounded  the  central 
vessels  with  the  tubes  of  the  wood.  D.T.C.  13.  255-258 

23.  Elton 

1802  Nov.  16  As  B.  desired  him  to  send  the  carcass  of  a  hen  that  had 

copulated  with  a  drake,  such  a  case  has  occurred  and  if  the  hen  dies,  he 
will  send  it;  is  about  to  send  another  paper  on  vegetation,  but  before 
doing  so  would  prefer  to  communicate  the  results  of  his  experiments  by 
letter  before  printing  them ;  has  seen  this  season  the  effects  of  crossing 
varieties  of  the  apple-tree.  D.T.C.  13.  304-305 

24.  Elton 

1802  Dec.  31  Had  intended  to  send  B.  the  body  of  the  hen  mentioned 

in  the  last  letter,  but  it  became  putrid  so  quickly  it  would  have  been 
useless  to  send  it ;  he  therefore  dissected  it  himself,  comparing  its  organs 
with  those  of  a  newly  killed  healthy  hen;  describes  the  operation;  a 
neighbouring  farmer  informed  him  that  he  had  opened  several  hens  that 
had  died  from  the  same  cause  and  had  found  the  same  state  of  affairs. 

D.T.C.  13.  351A-353 

25.  [Elton  1803  Jan.  — ]  [Received  12  Jan.]  Had  hoped  to  lay  before  B.  the  results 


26.  [Elton 

of  his  last  experiments,  but  has  been  unable  to  complete  them;  he  has 
been  abused  by  Dr.  Anderson  in  the  London  papers ;  has  offered  to  stake 
a  sum  of  money  that  neither  Forsyth  nor  any  one  else  can  restore  a  hollow 
tree  to  health ;  proposes  that  B.  should  decide  the  question. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  79 
1803  Mar.  31]  Will  send  by  coach  his  paper  and  the  specimens  of 

chestnut  and  oak  accompanying  it;  has  accepted  B.’s  emendations; 
acknowledges  a  pamphlet  with  strictures  on  Forsyth,  but  thinks  the 
author’s  opinions  are  often  wrong;  limbs  can  be  removed  from  vines  and 
trees  without  injury  if  proper  precautions  are  taken. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  84-85 

27.  [Elton  1803  Apl.  7]  Has  dispatched  the  specimens  of  chestnuts,  etc.,  illustrating 

his  paper;  has  been  raising  seedlings  from  vines,  plums  and  other  trees  for 
experimental  treatment ;  description  of  them ;  remarks  on  old-age  in  plants 
and  animals;  has  profited  by  B.’s  observations  on  grafts;  action  of  bees. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  86-89 

28.  Soho  Square  1804  Mar.  29  *  The  formation  of  a  Horticultural  Society  having  been 

proposed,  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  many  existing  Agricultural 
Societies,  two  meetings  have  been  held  in  order  to  establish  the  society; 
“I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  naming  you  as  an  original  member.” 

Knight:  Selection,  30 
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29.  Whitehall 

1804  July  10  Refers  to  B.’s  intention  of  building  a  forcing  house  for 

strawberries  at  Spring  Grove  under  Aiton’s  direction ;  he  contemplates  a 
similar  project,  to  produce  early  strawberries  and  late  grapes ;  the  houses 
at  Kew  are  not  planned  in  the  best  form;  is  about  to  investigate  the 
soluble  matter  in  winter-  and  summer- felled  timber.  D.T.C.  15.  1-2 

30.  [Elton 

1804  Aug.  5]  Workers  in  timber  assert  that  timber  felled  during  the 

autumn  and  winter  is  better  than  that  felled  in  spring;  describes  his  ideas, 
observations  and  experiments  thereon;  hopes  to  be  proposed  as  F.R.S. 
next  time  he  comes  to  London.  D.T.C.  15.  10-13 

31.  Elton 

1804  Aug.  14  Had  hoped  to  send  an  account  of  his  experiments  on  the 

specific  gravity  of  oaks  felled  in  winter  and  in  summer,  but  these  have 
been  interrupted  by  the  wet  season;  states  his  present  ideas  on  the  subject; 
the  adaptation  of  fruit  trees  to  new  climates;  has  produced  a  very  early 
grape  from  a  vine  grown  from  the  seed  of  the  white  Chapelas  impregnated 
by  the  Burgundy;  it  blossomed  on  5th  May  and  the  grapes  were  entirely 
black  on  5th  July;  will  send  observations  on  forcing-houses  in  a  separate 
paper.  [Details,  with  diagrams,  of  the  construction  of  forcing-houses,  with 
observations  on  the  effects  of  heat  and  light,  dated  18th  Aug.  ff.  46-49.] 

D.T.C.  15.  29-32 

32.  [Hereford 

1804]  Sept.  27  Description  of  his  experiments  and  observations  on  oaks 

felled  at  different  seasons ;  is  now  at  his  farm  near  Hereford,  but  proposes 
to  repeat  his  experiments  on  other  kinds  of  wood;  the  facts  related  by  B. 
as  to  the  vine  at  Hampton  Court  are  new  to  him  but  they  bear  out  his 
own  observations;  has  examined  blight  in  wheat  which  he  ascribes  to  a 
fungus;  Virgil  mentions  that  this  Rubigo  eats  the  straw. 

D.T.C.  15.  133-139 

33.  [Elton 

1804]  Nov.  29  Further  observations  on  sap;  could  write  a  book  on  the 

subject  more  easily  than  papers  for  R.S.;  has  been  very  fortunate  in  his 
experiments  for  new  varieties  of  fruit,  and  has  produced  an  apple  equal 
to  the  Golden  Pippin;  thinks  the  practices  used  at  Hampton  Court  to 
preserve  grapes  are  correct  though  Aiton  thinks  the  contrary;  has  not 
observed  a  yellow  variety  of  Virgil’s  Rubigo  on  stalks  of  wheat,  but  a 
yellow  kind  attacks  hops;  has  repeated  some  of  Duhamel’s  experiments  on 
the  growth  of  wood;  bees  carried  away  the  wax  used  in  these  experiments; 
intends  to  be  in  London  in  February  and  wishes  then  to  be  proposed  as 
F.R.S.  D.T.C.  15.  178-182 

34.  Elton 

1804  Dec.  6  Is  sending  by  the  Ludlow  mail  a  large  batch  of  papers; 

desires  B.  to  decide  if  they  should  be  laid  before  R.S.  and  to  cut  out  what 
he  considers  superfluous;  has  begun  a  book  on  vegetation  which,  when 
finished,  he  desires  to  dedicate  to  B. ;  is  coming  to  London  in  February 
and  will  bring  specimens  of  wood ;  his  farm  is  very  prosperous,  his  young 
stock  being  admitted  to  be  the  best  in  the  county;  the  Spanish  sheep  are 
increasing  and  he  freely  lends  his  Ram  from  the  King’s  flock  to  his  neigh¬ 
bours  for  breeding.  D.T.C.  15.  189-190 

35.  Elton 

1804  Dec.  17  Remarks  on  the  scope  of  his  paper  for  R.S.;  as  little  was 

said  therein  as  to  the  structure  and  action  of  the  bark  of  trees,  he  now  sends 
his  observations  thereon.  D.T.C.  15.  197-204 

36.  Elton 

1804  Dec.  29  Thanks  B.  for  returning  his  paper  which  he  has  amended 

as  suggested;  answers  B.’s  queries  marked  upon  it;  he  has  a  large  flock 
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37.  Elton 

of  the  progeny  of  his  Spanish  ram,  but  has  found  the  best  animals  and  the 
best  fleeces  are  raised  from  the  best  half-bred  rams  and  ewes  originating 
from  Spanish  stock;  thanks  B.  for  his  excellent  drawing  of  wheat- rust. 
[Cf.  Proc.  Linn.  Soc.,  1932-3.  78.]  D.T.C.  15.  222-225 

1805  Apl.  8  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  concerning  the  Horticultural  Society ; 

he  approves  of  the  title  proposed  for  his  pamphlet;  does  not  wish  to 
obtrude  himself,  but  if  his  name  is  inserted  as  the  author,  he  desires  it  to  be 
stated  that  he  wrote  at  the  request  of  the  Committee ;  relates  the  history  of 
an  abortive  attempt  to  found  a  Horticultural  Society  three  or  four  years 
ago  in  which  the  friends  of  Forsyth  were  prominent,  and  looked  on  him 
(K.)  as  a  potential  enemy;  his  occupations  in  nursery  and  farm. 

D.T.C.  15.  341-343 

38.  [Elton] 

1805  May  5  Has  been  occupied  in  an  affair  that  was  very  unpleasant  to 

him ;  two  of  his  neighbours  who  are  jointly  concerned  in  a  farm  and  an  iron 
forge  disagreed  and  began  a  suit  in  Chancery,  but  subsequently  agreed  to 
arbitration  and  petitioned  him,  if  the  referees  disagreed,  to  act  as  umpire; 
this  has  happened,  but  he  has  now  signed  the  award  and  is  free  to  return  to 
his  paper  for  R.S.;  the  effects  of  severe  frost;  B.’s  experiment  with 
Nelumbium  confirms  his  theory  that  the  root  is  formed  out  of  the  de¬ 
scending  sap ;  further  experiments  on  the  bark  of  trees ;  has  produced 
new  varieties  of  strawberries ;  that  the  mango  flowers  in  England  but  never 
produces  fruit  is  probably  due  to  the  enfeeblement  of  the  flowers  by  the 
heat  of  the  stove,  for  in  the  work  of  an  East  Indian  traveller  it  is  stated 
that  the  mango  succeeds  in  countries  where  the  mornings  are  frosty. 

D.T.C.  16.  1-6 

39.  [Elton 

1805]  May  12  Has  now  sent  his  paper  to  B. ;  describes  experiments  with 

the  vine,  mulberry,  walnut  and  apricot;  the  Horticultural  Society  should 
set  up  a  committee  to  receive  and  report  on  new  varieties  of  fruit. 

D.T.C.  16.  7-9 

40.  [Elton] 

1805  May  21  Has  sent  off  a  hamper  of  Herefordshire  cider  to  B. ;  further 

observations  on  his  theories  of  vegetation  as  illustrated  by  the  shoots  of  the 
horse-chestnut.  D.T.C.  16.  33-35 

41.  Elton 

1805  June  1 1  Describes  experiments  on  the  effect  of  gravitation  in  giving 

forms  to  plants;  at  the  County  Agricultural  Meeting,  the  Spanish  sheep 
won  all  the  prizes.  D.T.C.  16.  53-57 

42.  Elton 

1805  June  28  His  gravitation  experiments  and  the  apparatus  used;  the 

apple  crop  is  ruined  by  the  attacks  of  grubs  of  various  species. 

D.T.C.  16.  71-73 

43.  Elton 

1805  Aug.  8  Further  gravitation  experiments;  has  proved  that  the  bar¬ 

berry  affected  with  rust  can  communicate  it  to  wheat ;  the  prices  of  wool ; 
experiments  in  pruning  young  apple-trees,  and  on  early  grapes ;  has  begun 
an  enquiry  into  the  production  and  reproduction  of  bark,  and  on  producing 
new  varieties  of  potato.  D.T.C.  16.  87-93 

44.  Elton 

1805  Aug.  12  Has  discovered  the  Rubigo  on  the  fruit  of  the  barberry; 

on  examining  it  under  the  microscope  with  that  of  wheat,  the  two  were 
found  to  be  identical.  [Cf.  Proc.  Linn.  Soc.,  1932-3.  79-80.] 

D.T.C.  16.  94-96 

45.  Elton 

1805  Aug.  23  Rust  in  wheat.  [Ibid.,  80.]  D.T.C.  16.  97-104 
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46.  Elton 


1805  Nov.  16  Has  made  further  experiments  with  rust  on  late  wheat  and 
oats,  but  the  results  lead  him  to  doubt  his  former  conclusions ;  has  made 
experiments  to  ascertain  whether  roots  have  the  power,  like  tendrils,  of 
turning  towards  that  which  is  necessary  to  them,  but  concludes  they  have 
no  such  power;  further  experiments  on  sap  and  on  potatoes;  has  sent  to 
the  Horticultural  Soc.  a  bunch  of  grapes  from  an  early  vine  and  a  new 
variety  of  apple,  [ Op.  cit.  (No.  44)  81.] 

D.T.C.  16.  161-168 


47- 


Elton 


1805  Nov.  24  Has  sent  B.  a  paper  on  the  descent  of  the  radicle  and  the 
ascent  of  the  germen  of  seeds;  desires  B.  to  correct  and  return  it;  asks  B. 
if  he  would  like  a  tree  of  the  new  apple  he  has  named  Downton  Pippin ; 
enquires  about  the  progress  of  the  Plorticultural  Society. 

D.T.C.  16.  169-171 

48.  Elton  1806  Mar.  20  Origin  of  blight  in  wheat;  raising  late  crops  of  peas. 

[Printed  in  Banks,  Short  Account  of  Disease  in  Corn ,  1806,  26-36.] 

49.  Soho  Square  1809  Dec.  14  *  The  non-arrival  of  his  Lincolnshire  man  to  fetch  the 

heifers  is  due  to  a  mistake  of  his  own ;  he  has  now  directed  that  a  trusty 
man  be  sent  at  once  bringing  a  letter  from  his  steward ;  gives  the  route  and 
mileage  for  each  day’s  journey  as  far  as  Nottingham,  “from  thence  we 
know  our  way  into  the  webfooted  country’’ ;  he  has  ordered  that  no  expense 
be  spared  and  that  a  halt  be  made  if  weather  is  unfavourable ;  is  delighted 
to  have  the  excellent  Plereford  heifers  at  so  moderate  a  price,  and  has  sent 
to  K.’s  bankers  the  sum  he  named;  the  various  varieties  of  strawberries 
may  all  have  been  originally  one  species;  is  free  from  gout;  mentions 
Fragaria  sterilis  [the  English  wild  barren  strawberry]. 

D.T.C.  17.  340-342 

50.  Elton  1810  Apl.  30  The  pre-natal  determination  of  sex  is  a  matter  beyond 

his  comprehension,  nor  have  the  researches  of  anatomists  enlightened  him ; 
Sir  Gore  Ouseley  is  about  to  go  to  Persia  as  ambassador;  has  asked  him  to 
enquire  into  the  belief  that  the  Peach,  Mala  persica,  originated  there  and 
into  Persian  fruits  generally,  with  a  view  to  improving  our  crosses. 

D.T.C.  18.  18-19 

51.  Soho  Square  1810  May  2  *  He  hesitates  to  admit  K.’s  opinion  that  the  blossom  of  a 

plant,  be  it  male  or  female,  is  its  progeny,  but  considers  the  flower  in  all 
cases  as  a  development  of  the  organs  of  generation ;  suspension  of  activity 
of  the  organs  of  plants  during  winter;  the  “decisions  of  nature”  as  to  buds 
and  their  development  can  be  altered  by  cultivation;  thinks  that  each  bud 
may  contain  in  embryo  either  leaf  or  flower  and  develops  according  to  the 
needs  of  the  plant;  doubts  if  anatomists  can  discern  the  sex  of  a  chicken 
while  in  the  egg;  thinks  that  nothing  in  nature  is  left  to  chance. 

D.T.C.  18.  28-30 

52.  Soho  Square  1810  Nov.  18  *  His  ideas  on  the  movement  and  behaviour  of  roots;  in 

his  field  at  Spring  Grove  which  has  been  ploughed  from  time  imme¬ 
morial,  the  surface  soil  is  highly  charged  with  vegetable  matter,  under¬ 
neath  is  loam,  which  if  used  in  gardens  is  unproductive  until  mixed  with 
manure;  the  elm  roots  are  not  entirely  buried  in  this  loam,  but  keep  in 
contact  with  the  richer  surface  soil;  thinks  the  movements  of  tendrils  is 
an  argument  in  favour  of  intelligence  in  plants;  considers  it  unphilo- 
sophical  to  attribute  so  much  to  gravitation;  Sir  John  Sinclair  informs  him 
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that  a  potato  has  been  cultivated  which  does  not  flower  but  crops  heavily; 
hopes  K.  will  accept  the  presidency  of  the  Horticultural  Society. 

D.T.C.  18.  91-92 

53.  Soho  Square  1811  Aug.  26  *  His  ideas  on  the  experiments  of  crossing  the  Muscovy 

with  the  Common  Duck;  did  not  know  before  that  the  troutlings  he  finds 
when  fishing  are  all  males;  his  Salonica  melons  never  grew  to  richness; 
attributes  this  to  burying  the  manure;  has  now  reverted  to  the  surface 
system;  his  Bergamot  pears  bear  heavily  on  a  S.  wall;  has  an  American 
Crab-apple  many  times  larger  than  the  Siberian;  agrees  with  K.  that 
plants  have  no  sensation.  D.T.C.  18.  101-103 

54.  Revesby  1811  Sept  17*  Tendrils  avoid  light  and  attach  themselves  to  the  dark 

Abbey  side  of  a  branch ;  as  a  tendril  can  sustain  either  leaves  or  fruit,  it  is  puzzling 

that  it  should  avoid  light  while  the  pedicles  of  leaves  and  peduncles  of  fruit 
do  not;  in  some  plants  the  latter  function  as  tendrils;  the  use  of  green 
manure  is  highly  important  and  may  be  used  to  advantage  with  late  crops ; 
thinks  K.  too  sensitive  on  the  Review  criticisms;  the  writer  is  evidently 
both  a  knave  and  a  fool  and  is  not  worth  controverting. 

D.T.C.  18.  108-110 

55.  Soho  Square  1811  Dec.  8  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  two  kinds  of  potatoes  for  forcing; 

has  ordered  his  gardener  to  keep  careful  records  of  the  dates  of  planting, 
sprouting  and  ripening;  new  vegetables  of  all  kinds  should  thus  be 
registered  and  reported  upon  for  the  guidance  of  others;  effect  of  the 
season  on  the  size  and  flavour  of  chestnuts;  he  hopes  his  remedy  for  fly 
in  turnips  and  the  machine  used  in  applying  it  will  be  published  before 
the  next  sowing  season;  is  flattered  by  K.’s  naming  his  new  peach  in 
honour  of  Spring  Grove ;  as  he  always  spends  August  there,  he  has  ordered 
a  place  to  be  prepared  on  a  S.  wall  for  the  tree;  will  welcome  K.’s  paper 
on  tendrils;  the  Virginia  creeper  has  been  assigned  to  different  genera 
by  Cornut,  Willdenow  and  Michaux;  thinks  Willdenow’s  determination 
the  best.  D.T.C.  18.  115-117 


56.  Board  of  1812  Feb.  5  *  Has  been  to  the  Admiralty  and  ascertained  that  the 
Trade  Board  will  pay  Broad  £1000  if  he  can  show  by  experiment  that  his  method 

of  rat-catching  on  ships  is  as  effective  as  on  shore;  as  there  is  now  an 
infected  ship  lying  at  Portsmouth,  it  is  necessary  he  should  act  promptly; 
he  will  procure  him  letters  from  Admiralty  and  C.-in-C.  Portsmouth; 
Broad  is  still  at  liberty  to  collect  subscriptions ;  Sir  John  Sinclair  will  move 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Osmond,  the  corn-merchant,  will  move  the 
members  of  the  Corn  Exchange  to  promote  the  subscription. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  337 


57.  [Elton]  1812  Feb.  17  Has  had  a  visit  from  the  farmer,  Broad,  who  has  been  to 

Elton  and  demonstrated  his  extraordinary  power  of  catching  rats ;  describes 
the  large  numbers  caught  in  his  box-traps  in  a  short  space  of  time;  he  has 
persuaded  him  to  make  known  his  secret,  which  he  has  consented  to  do 
if  1000  subscribers  of  one  guinea  can  be  found ;  500  were  quickly  procured 
in  Herefordshire  and  Broad,  who  is  very  old  and  eccentric,  is  disappointed 
that  the  list  is  not  full ;  asks  B.  to  obtain  the  interest  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  29-30 

D.T.C.  18.  138-140 
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58.  [Elton]  1812  Feb.  17  Copy  of  the  foregoing  letter,  not  in  Knight’s  handwriting. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  31-32 
D.T.C.  18.  141-143 


59.  Downton 


60.  Elton 


61.  Soho  Square 


62.  Revesby 
Abbey 


63.  Soho  Square 


1812  Feb.  22  [To  Richard  Payne  Knight.]  Explains  that  Broad  does  not 
desire  any  payment  for  his  secret  of  destroying  rats  until  it  has  been 
proved  of  national  importance  in  destroying  rats  in  ships,  warehouses,  etc., 
as  well  as  in  barns  and  farm  premises;  if  he  were  young  and  active  and 
could  travel  the  country,  he  could  earn  a  large  income  by  destroying  rats 
at  a  fixed  price  per  hundred.  [Appended  is  a  declaration  that  if  Broad  will 
disclose  his  secret  and  it  proves  as  effective  in  public  hands  as  it  has  been 
in  his  own,  Parliament  shall  be  applied  to  to  vote  an  adequate  sum.  There 
is  another  copy  of  this  in  B.’s  handwriting,  f.  43.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  32 
D.T.C.  18/144-H  5 

1812  Mar.  — ]  Communicates  further  information  as  to  Broad;  he  is  in 

affluent  circumstances  and  seems  indifferent  to  reward;  the  secret  he 
possesses  has  only  been  occasionally  used  for  farmers  and  gentlemen  of 
his  acquaintance,  and  he  has  no  intention  of  publishing  it  until  pressed 
by  the  Hereford  Agricultural  Society  and  himself  (K.) ;  as  he  is  old,  and 
infirm,  fears  the  secret  will  soon  die  with  him;  he  does  not  wish  to  accept 
any  payment  until  his  ingredient  has  been  compounded  and  found  effectual 
by  Sir  John  Cotterell,  Sir  George  Cornewall  and  himself  (K.) ;  the  national 
cost  of  damage  by  rats  is  enormous,  but  Broad  states  that  the  ingredients 
he  uses  are  easy  to  obtain  and  cheap,  and  he  (K.)  feels  confident  that  rats 
could  be  entirely  exterminated  in  a  short  time  if  his  methods  were  nation¬ 
ally  applied ;  thinks  that  £5,000,  if  voted  by  Parliament  would  be  accepted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  33-34 
D.T.C.  18.  150-152 

1812  July  28*  [Written  from  Spring  Grove.]  Returns  thanks  for  the 
Salonica  melon,  but  its  flavour  and  sweetness  were  disappointing ;  prospects 
of  the  crops ;  doubts  the  reality  of  summer  frosts  as  no  sensitive  plants  are 
affected ;  potatoes  are  cheap,  and  early  production  is  of  great  importance  in 
seasons  when  corn  is  likely  to  be  scarce;  the  “ratman”  is  in  London  and 
has  destroyed  the  rats  in  a  corn-chandler’s  warehouse  with  great  success 
[ see  Osmond,  W.];  he  was  sent  by  the  Admiralty  to  Deptford,  but  the 
officers  there  said  they  had  no  rats  ashore  or  afloat;  trial  is  to  be  made 
in  a  ship  infested  with  rats;  the  Joint  Committees  of  the  Horticultural 
Soc. ;  Bauer  will  examine  with  the  microscope  the  fungus  on  the  leaves  of 
pears  and  hawthorns.  D.T.C.  18.  167-170 

1812  Sept.  21*  The  Hereford  cattle  are  in  excellent  state;  he  has  given  a 
bull-calf  to  Lord  Yarborough;  considers  this  breed  the  best  for  all 
countries;  the  fungus  from  the  hawthorn  has  been  found  on  the  mountain 
ash  ;  crops  of  grain  are  good,  but  beans  bad ;  there  is  very  little  mildew  this 
year  and  no  blight  on  the  barberry ;  one  of  his  tenants  informs  him  that 
Swedish  turnips  are  spoiled  if  grown  near  cabbages. 

D.T.C.  18.  182-183 

1812  Nov.  27  *  Will  grow  the  Spring  Grove  peach  in  his  hothouse;  the 
potatoes  given  him  last  year  have  been  grown  with  excellent  results ;  Hove 
( q.v .)  brought  yellow  Azaleas  from  the  Crimea;  Hove  was  a  gardener’s 
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labourer  at  Kew  and  was  sent  to  examine  cotton  plantations  and  choose 
seed  for  the  W.  Indies ;  he  was  taught  physic  and  surgery  by  John  Hunter, 
and  set  up  as  a  physician  in  Germany;  he  is  a  Pole  by  birth  and  a  good 
gardener;  calls  attention  to  Blair’s  experiments  in  cross-fertilization;  has  a 
white  carrot  from  Walcheren;  Roger  Wilbraham  is  anxious  for  the 
Horticultural  Soc.  to  employ  Hooker  to  draw  common  fruits  and  have 
them  engraved ;  approves  of  a  good  collection  of  drawings  for  the  use  of 
the  Society,  but  not  the  expense  of  engraving  them. 

D.T.C.  18.  188-190 

64.  Soho  Square  1812  Dec.  21  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  gift  of  plants;  he  sent  for  Fair- 

bairn,  his  gardener  at  Spring  Grove,  and  gave  him  both  written  and  verbal 
instructions  as  to  their  management ;  he  will  notify  the  Horticultural  Soc. 
of  the  success  of  the  potatoes  he  grew  from  K.’s  seed  last  year;  he  would 
not  wonder  if  almonds  and  peaches  are  of  the  same  species,  as  they 
certainly  belong  to  the  same  genus;  in  countries  such  as  Persia  where 
almonds  abound,  new  varieties  must  often  be  produced;  he  has  received 
from  Sir  Gore  Ouseley  [Ambassador  to  Persia]  a  packet  of  seeds  of  peaches, 
apricots,  melons  and  egg-plant,  a  share  of  which  he  sends  to  K. 

D.T.C.  18.  191-191A 

65.  Soho  Square  1813  Apl.  23  *  He  understands  that  the  Admiralty  will  pay  Broad  £500 

on  the  disclosure  of  his  secret,  and  £500  more  if  it  proves  successful.  [At 
the  end  of  this  letter  is  one  from  R.  A.  Salisbury  to  Knight,  informing  him 
that  B.  wishes  him  to  say  he  hopes  the  arrangement  proposed  will  be 
satisfactory  to  Broad  and  to  him;  B.  is  recovering  and  hopes  to  be  down¬ 
stairs  by  the  time  he  comes;  hopes  to  see  him  in  the  chair  at  the  Horti¬ 
cultural  Soc.  on  May  1.]  D.T.C.  18.  234-235 

66.  Soho  Square  1813  June  9  #  Broad’s  secret  has  already  been  published  thirty  years  ago 

by  [Thomas]  Swaine,  who  describes  himself  as  “Rat-catcher  to  H.M. 
Navy” ;  has  obtained  a  copy  of  his  book;  transcribes  his  method  of  taking 
rats  alive ;  it  is  very  like  Broad’s,  though  Broad’s  use  of  malt  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  ;  Swaine  prefers  poisoning  to  catching  alive ;  he  gives  his  recipe  with 
directions  for  its  use;  at  the  end  of  the  book  is  a  list  of  79  of  H.M.  Ships 
in  which  he  has  used  poison  and  the  number  of  rats  found  dead  in  each; 
as  this  book  must  be  in  many  persons’  hands,  it  will  certainly  be  brought 
forward  when  Broad’s  secret  is  divulged;  there  may  be  sufficient  distinc¬ 
tion  between  the  two  methods  to  entitle  Broad  to  the  credit  of  an  inventor. 

D.T.C.  18.  247-248 

1813  June  17  *  He  understands  that  Broad  had  claimed  the  invention  of 
perfuming  his  preparation  with  oil  of  carraway,  but  he  now  finds  that 
Smith  as  well  as  Swaine  use  it ;  hopes  that  Broad’s  pamphlet  will  soon  be 
issued;  the  disease  in  K.’s  pears  is  alarming;  he  sent  his  gardener  to 
examine  the  Wormsley  Bergamot  pear  at  Spring  Grove,  but  he  found  it 
entirely  free  from  spots  of  any  kind ;  asks  for  specimens  of  the  vermin ;  has 
been  lucky  enough  to  get  his  hay  in ;  his  health  is  better,  but  he  is  not  yet 
able  to  stand  on  his  legs.  D.T.C.  18.  252-253 

1813  Aug.  14  *  Has  given  the  infested  pear-leaves  to  Bauer  for  examina¬ 
tion;  hopes  he  will  not  condemn  his  pear  plantations,  as  such  pests,  like 
plague  or  smallpox,  ultimately  disappear;  has  had  similar  experience  with 
apple  blight,  but  the  trees  are  now  free  from  it;  remarks  on  his  peaches  and 
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potatoes;  has  obtained  Broad’s  book,  and  at  once  bought  traps  and 
carraway  oil,  but  his  servants  say  there  are  neither  rats  nor  mice  on  the 
premises;  will  be  pleased  to  have  his  (K.’s)  paper  on  blossom-buds  when 
it  is  ready;  has  a  turnip  called  Mare’s  Tail  which  has  a  long  tap-root 
below  the  tuber,  which  delves  down  into  the  moisture,  and  is  always  soft 
and  tender;  is  still  unable  to  walk,  but  enjoys  his  garden  in  a  wheel-chair. 

D.T.C.  18.  270-272 

1813  Dec.  31  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  Broad  is  satisfied;  has  not  yet 

tried  his  method  as  there  are  no  rats  at  Spring  Grove  or  Soho  Square,  and 
he  has  not  been  able  to  go  to  Lincolnshire  this  year;  his  Hautbois  straw¬ 
berries  produced  a  second  crop  in  October;  when  the  Queen  and  Princesses 
visited  Spring  Grove  on  Oct.  4  a  large  dish  of  them  was  produced;  is 
going  to  experiment  with  Chili  strawberries,  which  he  will  impregnate 
with  the  males  of  the  Hautbois  and  sow  the  seed;  his  cranberries  have 
succeeded  very  well  and  gave  a  large  yield ;  remarks  on  Salisbury’s  views 
on  the  ascent  of  sap ;  he  is  as  well  as  a  man  can  be  without  his  legs  and  is 
contented  with  his  lot.  D.T.C.  18.  285-287 

1814  Jan.  4  *  Sends  a  drawing  of  the  pear-disease,  a  fungus  growing 

within  the  pores  of  the  shoot;  Sir  John  Sinclair  has  published  in  the 
Scottish  magazines  an  abstract  of  Broad’s  methods  with  special  attention 
to  the  minutiae  in  which  his  system  difFers  from  all  others ;  London  has  had 
a  dense  fog  lasting  a  week.  D.T.C.  19.  1-2 

1814  Nov.  7  *  Has  just  returned  to  town  and  is  sorry  K.’s  visit  fell  while 

he  was  away;  has  never  heard  of  a  young  hen-pheasant  assuming  the 
plumage  of  a  cock,  though  he  has  known  old  ones  so  attired  [ see  Frank- 
land,  T.,  Nos.  17  and  18];  is  pleased  to  hear  of  the  successful  cross  of 
Peach  and  Almond;  believes  the  summers  are  less  genial  than  formerly, 
owing  to  the  approach  of  circumpolar  ice.  D.T.C.  19.  92-93 

1815  Jan.  27  *  Is  not  so  enthusiastic  as  K.  in  regard  to  Kieser’s  book 

[Aphorismen  aus  der  Physiologie  der  Pflanzen,  1808];  though  in  general 
agreement,  he  considers  many  of  his  statements  require  proof  and  demon¬ 
stration  by  experiment;  instances  of  the  results  of  changing  climate; 
changes  in  varieties  of  fruit-trees ;  superfoetation  in  plants  and  animals ;  the 
price  of  corn  and  bread.  D.T.C.  19.  1 32-1 34 

1815  Feb.  23  *  Has  had  two  lampreys  weighing  2  lb.  each  which  were 
caught  in  the  Thames  and  sent  them  to  the  Queen  at  Windsor;  the  next 
that  come  are  to  be  dissected  by  Home;  from  their  power  of  suction,  he 
assumes  they  feed  on  blood;  supposes  they  come  from  the  Atlantic,  like 
salmon.  D.T.C.  19.  145-146 

1815  May  19  *  Sends  the  Annales  de  Chimie  in  which  the  Persea  of 
Egypt  is  mentioned.  D.T.C.  19.  154 

1815  July  29  *  Returns  thanks  for  gift  of  fruit;  he  plants  wall-fruit  with 
their  roots  on  the  N.  side  of  a  wall  and  their  heads  on  the  S. ;  comments  on 
his  sap  experiments;  mildew  has  appeared  on  the  wheat;  asks  for  in¬ 
formation  on  rainfall,  and  the  price  of  wool.  D.T.C.  19.  164-166 

1815  Sept.  8  *  Has  seen  the  Secretary  of  R.S.  and  has  arranged  that  the 
desired  corrections  shall  be  made  in  Dr.  Wilson  Philip’s  paper;  is  now 
leaving  for  Lincolnshire;  peculiarities  of  the  season,  causing  peaches  to 
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ripen  three  weeks  earlier,  and  the  Colchicum  to  flower  a  month  earlier 
than  usual;  awaits  his  paper  for  R.S.  on  the  descent  of  sap;  a  new  method 
of  raising  turnips  in  a  dry  season.  D.T.C.  19.  190-191 

77.  Soho  Square  1815  Nov.  20  #  Cannot  have  Dr.  Philip’s  paper  read  at  R.S.  for  some 

time,  as  there  are  many  papers  in  hand ;  requests  him  to  tell  his  brother 
that  the  two  Canovas  are  here  and  desire  to  see  his  collection;  his  servant 
will  admit  them  to  the  library  to  see  all  that  is  not  locked  up ;  if  he  could 
entrust  the  key  to  [Taylor]  Combe,  Canova  could  be  indulged  before  he 
leaves  England.  D.T.C.  19.  218-219. 

78.  Soho  Square  1815  Dec.  13  *  Sends  a  letter  from  the  German  Pomological  Society  and 

presumes  the  Horticultural  will  correspond  with  them ;  Salisbury  is  angry 
with  Van  Mons,  who  states  that  wallflowers  are  generated  by  brick  and 
lime  without  seed;  the  Downton  Pippin  does  not  thrive  well  at  Spring 
Grove,  the  soil  being  unsuitable  to  it;  the  observation  of  the  Bullfinch 
having  learned  the  note  of  the  Green  Linnet  is  not  new,  for  Daines 
Barrington  in  a  paper  in  Phil.  Trans,  gave  instances  of  many  birds  that 
imitate  the  notes  of  others.  D.T.C.  19.  226-227 

79.  Soho  Square  1815  Dec.  29  *  Van  Mons  is  a  practitioner  with  many  patients,  but  he  is 

a  good  horticulturist;  the  Horticultural  Society’s  bye-laws  are  too  volu¬ 
minous,  and  should  provide  for  present,  not  future,  needs;  the  bye-laws 
compelling  the  publication  of  coloured  drawings  is  a  strange  one;  his  soil  is 
suitable  to  cherry-trees  and  they  are  prospering ;  the  absurdity  of  Hawes’s 
belief  that  new  vegetables  grow  from  new  soil  is  equal  to  that  of  Van  Mons 
that  wallflowers  are  produced  from  brickbats  and  lime,  and  of  the  ancients 
who  believed  that  serpents  were  produced  from  the  mud  of  the  Nile. 

D.T.C.  19.  228-230 

80.  Soho  Square  1816  Jan.  23  *  That  Nature  has  provided  for  each  kind  of  animal  a 

particular  species  of  louse  to  infest  it  and  that  the  lice  of  one  animal 
cannot  live  upon  another  and  that  the  lice  arise  without  being  created  and 
begotten  is  absurd ;  [Anthony]  Carlisle  has  never  entered  his  house  since 
R.S.  refused  to  print  a  paper  of  his;  he  is  now  incubating  a  work  on  the 
spontaneous  generation  doctrine;  the  bye-law  party  at  the  Horticultural 
Soc.  have  triumphed  and  Salisbury  threatens  to  withdraw,  and  Roger 
Wilbraham,  who  knows  nothing  of  horticulture,  is  proposed  as  their 
leader.  D.T.C.  19.  233-234 

81.  Soho  Square  1816  Feb.  16  *  Has  not  been  misinformed  about  Carlisle’s  pique  against 

him,  for  he  has  not  appeared  since  the  Committee  of  Papers  at  R.S. 
declined  to  print  his  work;  does  not  think  that  the  Committee  wall  print 
Dr.  Philip’s  paper,  as  his  chief  experiment  has  been  tried  at  the  Royal 
Institution  by  skilful  physiologists  and  does  not  satisfy  them;  advises  K. 
to  despise  the  attacks  made  upon  him  for  selling  trees  from  his  nursery; 
mentions  Keith’s  observations  on  the  development  of  the  seminal  germ 
in  Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  [ See  No.  89.]  D.T.C.  19.  246-248 

82.  Soho  Square  1816  Feb.  23  *  Regrets  to  inform  him  that  Dr.  Philip  was  rejected  by 

the  ballot  of  R.S. ;  the  reason  is  the  great  offence  given  by  the  cruelty  of  his 
experiments  on  animals,  and  during  the  reading  of  his  paper,  many  of  the 
auditors  left  the  room.  D.T.C.  19.  249-251 

83.  Soho  Square  1816  Mar.  1  *  Comments  on  Dr.  Philip’s  paper  and  his  conduct;  he 

observes  that  he  has  given  his  results  in  Thomson’s  Journal  which  is  the 
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proper  means  of  submitting  them  to  other  judgements;  is  interested  in  K.’s 
experiments  on  timber;  in  Derbyshire  it  is  customary  to  bark  standing 
trees,  and  more  bark  is  thus  obtained  than  from  felled  wood ;  decomposi¬ 
tion  of  wood  is  caused  by  dry-rot,  a  fungus.  D.T.C.  19.  252-254 

84.  Soho  Square  1816  Mar.  16  *  If  Dr.  Philip  intends  to  publish  his  vindication  and  to 

arraign  R.S.  for  not  electing  him  and  rejecting  his  paper,  he  (B.)  must 
insist  on  his  forbearing  to  make  use  of  any  information  in  his  letters  to  him 
or  to  K.  which  was  given  in  confidence ;  the  paper  was  rejected  because  its 
conclusions  were  not  accepted,  and  it  would  have  been  rejected  even  if  he 
had  been  elected  before  it  was  read;  in  answer  to  K.’s  question  whether 
rejection  at  an  election  is  a  final  bar  to  admission  to  R.S.,  he  answers  that 
it  certainly  is  not,  and  persons  have  been  elected  from  time  to  time  who 
had  previously  been  blackballed.  D.T.C.  19.  256-257 

85.  Soho  Square  1816  Mar.  23  *  He  fears  that  Dr.  Philip  “has  some  Pig’s  brains  within 

his  scull”  if  he  attempts  to  justify  himself  by  the  arguments  he  proposes 
to  use,  it  will  merely  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  himself  and  create 
popular  disgust;  the  rejection  of  Dr.  P.’s  paper  had  no  possible  connection 
with  his  own  rejection,  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Papers 
that  he  had  not  proved  his  assertion;  if  the  paper  is  published  elsewhere, 
he  advises  that  it  should  be  done  without  any  reference  to  what  happened 
at  R.S.;  Dr.  Parry  of  Bath  has  recently  published  a  paper  that  had  been 
rejected  by  R.S.,  but  with  no  hint  that  this  had  happened,  and  he  has 
even  dedicated  the  publication  to  him  (B.);  if  Dr.  P.  follows  this  example, 
he  will  retain  his  friends  at  R.S.,  but  if  he  does  otherwise,  all  will  be  his 
enemies.  D.T.C.  19.  258-260 

1816  July  6*  Dr.  Philip’s  cure  for  asthma  has  totally  failed  in  the  case  of 
Lord  Carysfort,  on  whom  it  was  tried;  K.’s  brother  and  himself  are  still 
as  much  at  variance  as  ever  on  the  subject  of  Pistrucci  and  Bonelli  [ see 
Knight,  R.  P.,  Nos.  6,  7];  Pistrucci  is  now  employed  in  the  Mint  with 
an  increasing  reputation,  but  Bonelli  has  gone  to  Paris.  D.T.C.  19.  297-298 
1816  Aug.  21*  Thanks  him  for  his  present  of  cherries  and  compares 
them  with  the  various  kinds  he  grows;  hopes  for  a  paper  for  R.S.  for  the 
next  session;  the  study  of  eels  is  much  needed;  has  seen  them  in  the 
Thames  at  Richmond  in  May;  his  gardener,  Fairbairn,  has  left  him  and 
has  gone  to  the  Prince  of  Coburg;  he  has  engaged  Oldacre  [Isaac  Oldaker], 
formerly  gardener  to  the  Russian  Court,  who  has  ambition  and  much 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  glass;  is  still  in  bed  and  has  not  seen  his 
garden  for  six  weeks ;  has  made  experiments  with  the  cream  yielded  by  the 
milk  of  his  twelve  cows.  D.T.C.  19.  300-302 

88.  Soho  Square  1817  Feb.  15  #  He  was  present  at  the  Council  Meeting  at  R.S.,  when  it 

was  unanimously  agreed  that  his  paper  should  be  printed ;  Dr.  Woodyear 
[Woodgate],  Philip’s  colleague  at  Worcester  Infirmary,  stated  that  he  had 
never  succeeded  in  curing  asthma  by  galvanism,  but  his  colleague  had 
been  more  fortunate ;  the  differences  between  two  kinds  of  eels ;  eels  enter 
his  pond  at  Spring  Grove  every  year  from  the  Thames  and  eat  the  fry 
of  the  goldfish.  D.T.C.  20.  15-16 

89.  Soho  Square  1817  Mar.  21  *  The  explanation  concerning  Dr.  Woodgate  has  satisfied 

him  and  he  will  give  no  credit  to  any  of  W.’s  foolish  assertions ;  universities 
granting  degrees  for  payment  should  be  suppressed  for  making  a  fraudulent 
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use  of  their  privileges;  is  highly  interested  in  the  observation  that  green 
wood  emits  more  heat  and  light  than  dead  wood ;  Keith  will  not  like  the 
rejoinder  to  his  criticisms  [see  No.  81].  D.T.C.  20.  20-21 

1817  Sept.  26  *  His  health  is  much  better,  and  till  now  he  has  resided  at 

Spring  Grove;  his  new  gardener  [Isaac  Oldaker]  is  a  master  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  ;  has  introduced  steam  pipes  into  his  greenhouses ;  is  setting  off  for 
Lincolnshire  where  he  will  remain  only  one  month;  observations  on 
climate ;  attempts  have  often  been  made  to  use  galvanism  or  electricity  for 
the  benefit  of  vegetation,  but  have  failed ;  his  method  of  destroying  wasps’ 
nests;  habits  of  soldier- wasps  and  working- wasps.  D.T.C.  20.  38-41 

1818  Mar.  16  *  Ill-health  prevents  him  from  writing;  the  paper  for  R.S. 
has  been  ordered  to  be  printed ;  Dr.  Philip’s  certificate  has  been  read  and 
hung  up  at  R.S.;  hopes  there  will  be  no  opposition,  but  his  former  paper 
caused  great  disgust;  has  read  Dr.  Williams’s  paper,  but  it  is  unsuitable 
for  R.S.  and  advises  him  to  print  it  in  some  periodical  journal. 

D.T.C.  20.  86-87 

1818  June  20  *  The  failure  of  Dr.  Philip  to  be  elected  to  R.S.  is  a 
mortification  to  the  promoter  of  the  second  attempt;  as  P.  intends  to 
attack  the  Society,  he  (B.)  will  refrain  from  all  communication;  account  of 
his  garden  and  crops;  the  Committee  of  Papers  do  not  consider  Dr. 
Williams’s  paper  on  the  effect  of  galvanism  on  growth  of  plants  important 
enough  for  publication.  D.T.C.  20.  99-101 

1818  June  30  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  Dr.  Philip  does  not  intend  to 
attack  R.S.  as  he  formerly  meant  to  do ;  as  a  friend  who  admires  his  talents 
it  would  be  painful  to  become  an  enemy;  intends  to  supply  the  Botanic 
Garden  in  Malta  with  all  fruits  that  will  ripen  there;  discusses  martens, 
polecats  and  ferrets;  is  using  bone  manure  extensively,  at  less  cost  than 
dung;  finds  the  John  Wilmot  strawberry  is  the  best  and  most  profitable 
of  its  tribe;  is  thankful  the  elections  for  Lincolnshire  and  Middlesex  are 
over.  D.T.C.  20.  102-104 

1818  Aug.  20  *  Is  sending  by  wagon  the  four  kinds  of  orange-trees 

received  from  Malta:  the  Blood,  the  St.  Antonio,  the  Egg  and  the  Man¬ 
darin;  describes  their  characteristics;  is  pleased  at  K.’s  intention  of 
cultivating  exotic  fruits;  garden  topics  and  weather;  is  carrying  on  experi¬ 
ments  with  bone  manure  and  finds  it  successful;  a  quack  named  La 
Beaume  advertises  the  cure  of  many  diseases,  particularly  asthma,  by 
galvanism ;  this  will  bring  forward  Dr.  Philip’s  doctrine  again ;  the  ancients 
tried  to  make  a  science  of  Physic  and  failed,  the  moderns  are  trying  to 
make  a  trade  of  it  and  have  succeeded.  D.T.C.  20.  108-m 

1819  Aug.  18  *  Observations  on  fruit;  Dr.  Philip  seems  a  pugnacious 

man,  and  nothing  can  make  him  understand  that  a  public  appeal  to  the 
President  and  Council  of  R.S.  to  demand  information  concerning  his  paper, 
“is  in  fact  an  attack  upon  us :  we,  on  the  contrary,  are  little  inclined  to 
controversy  ” ;  has  not  heard  lately  of  the  doctor  or  the  progress  of  his 
discoveries,  especially  the  cure  of  asthma  by  galvanism,  obtaining  many 
proselytes ;  fine  state  of  the  crops  and  abundance  of  apples ;  in  Lord  Ducie’s 
park  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  vineyard  and  the  vines  still  appear 
among  the  grass;  he  has  a  plant  from  there  which  seems  likely  to  bear 
grapes.  D.T.C.  20.  202-204 
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96.  Soho  Square  1819  Sept.  24*  K.’s  premature  cherry-blossom  has  been  examined  by 
[Robert]  Brown  under  the  microscope ;  he  declares  it  to  be  not  a  flower  but 
a  group  of  leaves  assuming  the  colour  of  petals,  without  calyx,  corolla, 
stamens  or  stigma;  liquid  manure  is  largely  used  in  China;  his  bone 
manure  has  exceeded  his  most  sanguine  hopes;  he  sent  K.’s  wasps  and 
combs  to  the  British  Museum,  where  the  difference  of  the  two  species  was 
admitted.  D.T.C.  20.  205-206 

KNOWLES,  Sir  Charles  (1754-1821).  Admiral 

1.  —  1819  May  5  On  the  variation  of  the  compass  and  the  magnetic  poles. 

Tregaskis.  10.  85 

KNUD  SEN,  Odser  Christian.  Ship’s  Captain 

1.  Stornoway  1808  Jan.  16  Having  been  driven  ashore  by  gales,  his  vessel  has  been 
detained  by  the  Customs  officers  on  account  of  the  war;  asks  for  B.’s 
assistance  to  procure  its  release.  D.T.C.  17.  96-97 

KOENIG,  Charles  Dietrich  Eberhard,  F.R.S.  (1774-1851).  Mineralogist 

1809  June  24  He  has  shown  B.’s  manuscript  volume  of  Icelandic  poetry 
to  [the  Hon.  and  Rev.  William]  Herbert  who  has  lately  published  a  book 
upon  the  subject  [ Select  Icelandic  Poetry,  1804-1806];  he  specifies  all  the 
pieces  in  it,  some  of  which  are  new  to  him  and  unpublished;  of  the  others, 
a  few  have  been  published  or  are  known  from  other  sources,  and  there  are 
versions  or  extracts  of  various  Sagas  and  the  Heimskringla. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6121.  1-2 
1814  Oct.  9*  Returns  thanks  for  Dree’s  Catalogue,  which  he  is  sending 
to  Brown  to  put  in  his  library  at  Soho  Square;  he  is  well  aware  of  the 
poverty  of  the  Greville  Collection  in  certain  classes ;  the  executors  did  not 
consider  the  precious  stones  as  a  part  of  it,  and  none  reached  the  Museum ; 
he  will  utilize  every  opportunity  that  arises  of  improving  the  collection ; 
hopes  Dree  will  fix  a  price  for  his  collection  at  cost  price,  but  if  he  wishes  to 
make  a  profit  by  it,  is  doubtful  if  it  would  be  entertained;  is  glad  to  hear 
that  Cuvier  thought  his  fat  mutton  interesting;  considers  English  ana¬ 
tomists  and  physiologists  have  not  paid  sufficient  attention  to  the  phe¬ 
nomena  of  fat.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32440.  54-55 

K0NIG,  Johan  Gerhard  (1728-1785).  Botanist 

1.  Madras  1783  Aug.  12  Is  sending  a  collection  of  seeds  and  plants  by  Capt. 

d’Auvergne  and  hopes  to  send  those  discovered  by  himself  soon ;  observa¬ 
tions  on  Minerals;  will  prepare  a  herbarium  of  newly  discovered  plants 
and  send  it  by  the  first  opportunity.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  194 

2.  Calcutta  1784  Dec.  8  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  received  by  the  Indiaman  Bar¬ 

rington  ;  feels  the  lack  of  books  and  advice ;  has  sent  specimens  in  spirit, 
also  seeds ;  Indian  grasses  have  been  sent  to  Schreber  at  Erlangen. 

Konig  MSS.  1.  151-164 


1.  British 
Museum 


2.  Revesby 
Abbey 


KOSTER,  John  Theodor.  Acting  Consul-General  at  Lisbon 

1.  Lisbon  I794  Dec.  31  As  requested,  he  waited  on  Broussonet  and  handed  him 

B.’s  letter  and  offered  him  money,  but  he  declined  to  accept  any,  having 
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still  a  small  sum  left ;  he  was  introduced  to  him  by  Correia  de  Serra  who 
requested  him  to  intercede  with  Capt.  Rodney  to  take  Broussonet  on  his 
ship,  but  this  appeal  was  unsuccessful;  he  is  lodged  in  a  small  room  in  the 
Museum;  Correia  was  pleased  to  be  able  to  afford  him  asylum,  but  it 
was  only  accomplished  through  the  influence  of  the  Due  de  Lafoens, 
who  had  prevented  attempts  to  send  him  out  of  the  country;  he  desires 
to  embark  for  England,  and  hopes  an  opportunity  may  occur  when  the 
Boston  frigate  arrives;  he  (K.)  is  acting  Consul-General  in  the  absence  of 
Sir  John  Hart,  who  is  in  England;  he  is  anxious  for  news  of  Masson. 

D.T.C.  9.  144-146 

2.  Lisbon  1795  Aug.  8  Has  had  news  that  Broussonet  has  gone  to  Barbary  in 

company  with  the  American  Consul ;  finding  that  he  has  drawn  directly  on 
B.  for  money  there,  it  is  improbable  that  any  further  demand  will  be  made 
on  him  (K.),  he  therefore  draws  on  B.  for  the  small  sum  he  advanced; 
asks  to  be  remembered  to  Correia  and  informs  him  that  he  waited  on  the 
Due  de  Lafoens  to  congratulate  him  on  the  birth  of  his  son. 

D.T.C.  9.  278 

KYD,  Robert  (1746-1793).  Army  Officer;  Founder  of  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden 

1.  Fort  William  1786  Apl.  13  [To  the  Court  of  Directors,  H.E.I.  Co.]  To  prevent  the 

horrors  of  famine  and  consequent  plague,  he  recommends  that  the  Sago- 
tree  be  brought  from  the  Malay  Peninsula  to  be  cultivated  at  Calcutta 
and  distributed  thence  to  other  centres  in  India;  recommends  that  pilot 
vessels  be  sent  to  collect  the  trees;  once  introduced,  Sago  can  be  main¬ 
tained  at  small  cost  and  is  a  valuable  reserve  if  crops  fail ;  suggests  also  that 
packets  calling  at  Bassorah  be  ordered  to  collect  and  import  Persian 
Date-trees,  which  will  thrive  in  India.  [Transmitted  in  Bengal  Public 
Consultations  of  26th  April,  1786.  The  Court  resolved  that  Col.  [Francis] 
Light  [Superintendent,  Straits  Settlements]  be  directed  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  to  procure  Sago-trees  and  forward  them  to  Bengal 
for  cultivation.]  D.T.C.  5.  29-32;  7.  35 

2.  Fort  William  1786  June  1  Reports  that  ten  years  ago  he  procured  from  Assam  some 

Cinnamon-trees  which  were  planted  in  the  Governor-General’s  garden; 
further  specimens  have  since  been  obtained  from  the  Bootan  [Butan] 
Mountains  and  from  Ceylon;  the  trees  have  prospered  and  multiplied; 
encloses  drawings  of  Cinnamon  and  also  of  Long  and  Black  Pepper, 
which  yield  well;  suggests  the  establishment  of  a  Botanic  Garden  and 
the  collection  of  useful  and  rare  plants  to  form  a  nursery  for  the  supply  of 
those  who  will  undertake  to  cultivate  them;  gives  details  of  a  number  of 
useful  plants — Dacca  Cotton;  Indigo,  Tobacco,  Coffee,  Sandal-wood, 
Pepper,  Tea,  etc.  [Transmitted  in  Bengal  P.C.  i6thjune,  1786.] 

D.T.C.  7.36-39:9.  57-67 

3.  Fort  William  1786  Aug.  30  [To  the  Court  of  Directors.]  He  has  inspected  two  sites 

adapted  for  a  Botanic  Garden  on  the  W.  side  of  the  river  near  Calcutta; 
one  piece  of  150  begahs  [50  acres]  is  that  granted  as  a  place  of  residence 
for  the  followers  of  the  Tishoo  Lama ;  the  other  is  the  site  of  the  demolished 
fort  of  Muggah-Tannah ;  some  members  of  the  disbanded  garrison  or 
their  descendants  still  occupy  the  ground ;  it  is  liable  to  inundation  at  the 
equinoxial  tides  and  will  require  embanking  and  the  brush  with  which  it 
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is  overgrown  will  have  to  be  cleared.  [The  Court  ordered  the  claims  of  the 
present  inhabitants  of  Muggah-Tannah  to  be  investigated;  this  site  was 
ultimately  chosen.]  D.T.C.  7.  40 

4.  Fort  William  1786  Sept. —  [To  Lord  Cornwallis,  Governor-General.]  A  letter  has 
been  received  from  the  Secretary  at  War  stating  that  various  plants  are 


5.  [Fort 
William] 

required  from  India  for  the  Botanic  Garden  established  at  St.  Vincent, 
W.  Indies,  with  a  list  of  the  kinds  required,  either  as  seeds  or  as  living 
plants ;  refers  to  his  previous  suggestion  for  the  establishment  of  a  Botanic 
Garden  in  India;  such  a  garden  would  greatly  facilitate  the  production 
and  dispatch  of  the  plants  wanted  as  well  as  other  useful  or  rare  kinds. 

D.T.C.  5.  63-70 

1787  Mar.  12  [To  the  Governor- General.]  Reports  that  as  soon  as  the 

boundaries  of  Muggah-Tannah  are  fixed,  he  will  give  directions  for 
ditching  and  embanking  the  ground  as  a  protection  against  wild  Buffaloes 
as  well  as  the  tide ;  none  of  the  present  tenants  of  the  ground  can  show  any 
legal  right  of  possession  or  inheritance,  and  he  intends  to  employ  as  many 
of  them  as  are  able-bodied  in  the  works,  and  afterwards  in  cultivating  the 
ground ;  this  will  be  an  acceptable  provision  for  them  and  obviates  their 
immediate  removal;  gives  estimate  of  cost.  [The  Council  resolved  that 
Col.  Kyd  is  to  use  his  discretion  as  to  the  removal  or  employment  of 
people  now  occupying  Muggah-Tannah,  and  that  his  estimate  of  Rs.  384 
a  month  be  paid.  Bengal  P.C.]  D.T.C.  7.  41-42 

6.  [Fort 
William] 

1787  Mar.  21  [Bengal  Revenue  Consultations.]  Col.  Kyd’s  letter  states 

that  the  Revenue  officers  have  marked  out  the  ground  for  the  garden ;  the 
outline  being  very  irregular,  the  cost  of  fencing  would  be  high;  proposes 
to  take  from  the  adjoining  district  of  Burdwan  as  much  land  as  is  necessary 
to  straighten  the  boundary,  if  the  Government  will  satisfy  the  Jemindar 
for  what  he  may  lose ;  he  submits  a  plan  of  the  boundary  as  it  is,  and  as  he 
proposes  to  alter  it ;  brings  forward  arguments  to  prove  from  the  present 
irregularity  of  the  boundary  that  the  Jemindar  of  Burdwan  has  taken 
part  of  the  property  Government  had  neglected  to  resume;  particulars  of 
the  persons  who  will  be  dispossessed  and  suggestions  for  their  compensation. 
[The  Board  agreed  the  plan  of  the  garden  and  the  pensions  for  the  aged 
and  infirm  dispossessed  thereby.]  D.T.C.  7.  44-46 

7.  Calcutta 

1787  Apl.  16  [Bengal  Revenue  Consultations.]  Col.  Kyd’s  letter  fur¬ 

nishes  a  plan  of  the  land  allotted  by  the  Governor  and  Council  and  informs 
them  that  the  price  of  ditching  will  be  Rs.  770;  the  work  is  to  be  begun 
at  once  and  resumed  when  the  rainy  season  ends;  the  space  between  the 
ditch  and  the  embankment  to  be  filled  with  a  bamboo  hedge ;  the  levelling 
of  the  ground  has  begun  but  no  habitations  removed  until  the  terms  of 
compensation  are  settled.  D.T.C.  7.  46-48 

8.  Calcutta 

1787  May  18  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Col.  Kyd 

accepting  the  title  of  Superintendent  of  the  Botanic  Garden ;  requests  that 
orders  be  sent  to  China  by  Ganges  to  send  a  supply  of  all  valuable  fruit 
trees,  the  earliest  and  latest  bearers  of  each  class;  requests  also  that  two 
Chinese  draughtsmen  be  hired  and  sent  with  them  whose  salaries  should 
not  exceed  Rs.  50  or  60  a  month.  D.T.C.  7.  48 

9.  Calcutta 

1787  June  8  [Bengal  Revenue  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Col.  Kyd 

reports  that  some  progress  has  been  made  in  clearing  the  ground,  but 
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none  of  the  inhabitants,  though  frequently  warned,  has  appeared  to  treat 
for  the  equivalent  ordered  by  Government;  recommends  that  summons 
be  given  in  the  accustomed  manner  by  beat  of  drum,  with  a  month’s 
notice  to  quit,  and  if  they  resist,  some  of  the  houses  to  be  demolished; 
asks  for  an  assistant  to  keep  accounts;  hopes  to  extend  the  season  of 
European  vegetables  and  to  make  experiments  in  raising  European  and 
Chinese  fruits;  damage  is  done  to  the  leaves  by  insects;  announces  the 
first  donation  of  a  Mango  and  Nanna  tree  brought  by  Col.  Pearce  [Thomas 
Deane  Pearse].  [The  Board  ordered  notice  to  be  given  as  requested  by  Kyd, 
and  also  for  the  engagement  of  an  assistant.]  D.T.C.  7.  49-50 

10.  Calcutta  1787  June  13  [Bengal  Revenue  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Kyd  re¬ 
porting  that  Thetis  has  brought  a  collection  of  European  fruit-trees,  the 
gift  of  David  Cumming,  but  they  were  all  dead  owing  to  defective  packing; 
a  deposit  of  European  plants  at  St.  Helena  is  advised.  D.T.C.  7.  50-51 


11.  Calcutta  1787  Aug.  13  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Kyd  reporting 

that  the  fruit-trees  brought  by  Capt.  [Edward]  Cumming  ( q.v .)  arrived 
safely;  suggests  that  if  the  Directors  send  out  plants  they  should  be  placed 
in  portable  tubs;  gives  list  of  fruits  most  likely  to  succeed  in  India; 
proposes  to  send  back  by  Capt.  Cumming  as  an  exchange  some  of  the  best 
wheat;  suggests  that  a  shawl  goat  and  a  Butan  cow  and  bull  be  sent. 
[Ordered  that  copy  of  the  letter  be  sent  to  the  Court  of  Directors.] 

D.T.C.  7.51-53 

12.  Calcutta  1787  Oct.  2  [Bengal  Revenue  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Kyd  reports 

that  in  some  of  the  fruit-trees  which  have  arrived  the  graft  was  dead 
though  the  stock  was  alive ;  advises  that  in  future  fruit-trees  intended  for 
India  should  be  raised  by  cuttings  or  layers  or  by  the  Chinese  method; 
gives  a  list  of  plants  brought  from  Quida  and  Acheen  by  an  officer  of  the 
Engineers  which  have  been  added  to  the  Garden ;  Capt.  Waugh  of  Sultan 
has  brought  two  Muskat  date-trees  from  China  and  the  Mulberry,  slips 
of  which  are  being  prepared  for  silk- worms ;  reports  further  gifts  from 
David  Cumming  (Civil  Service),  [William]  Jackson  (Registrar  of  the 
Court  of  Justice),  Col.  T.  D.  Pearse  [see  No.  9],  Gillespie  (Bengal 
Artillery);  Mr.  Baretti  [Lewis  Barretto]  has  commissioned  from  Manila 
plants  of  the  Cacao-tree  [Cocoa]  and  seeds  of  Guatemala  Indigo. 

D.T.C.  7.  53-55 

13.  Calcutta  1787  Nov.  5  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Kyd  reports 

that  letters  have  been  received  from  Bassorah,  but  no  plants.  [Agreed 
that  the  requisition  be  repeated.  ( See  No.  1.)]  D.T.C.  7.  53 


14.  Calcutta  1788  Jan.  23  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Kyd  blaming 
the  Supercargoes  [at  Canton]  for  not  informing  him  why  the  silk  experi¬ 
ment  failed  or  telling  him  which  species  of  Mulberry  is  proper  for  the  food 
of  the  white  silk- worm ;  proposes  to  send  the  eggs  to  Speke,  who  failed  in 
the  experiment  before,  but  he  now  has  the  right  kind  of  Mulberry  and  has 
raised  some  plants  which  are  ready  for  Speke  and  such  other  silk  producers 
as  the  Board  may  choose ;  has  examined  the  cargo  and  found  it  in  better 
condition  than  any  previously  sent  from  China;  suggests  that  the  Super¬ 
cargoes  should  renew  communication  with  Limpo,  near  which  Tea  is 
cultivated  and  endeavour  to  purchase  plants  and  procure  natives  skilled  in 
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15.  Calcutta 


16.  Calcutta 


17.  Calcutta 


18.  Calcutta 


19.  Calcutta 


20.  Calcutta 


continued 

their  culture;  and  that  they  should  be  ordered  to  send  regular  supplies 
of  fruit-trees,  silk-worm  eggs,  etc.  D.T.C.  7.  57-58 

1788  Jan.  30  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Kyd  reports 
that  the  Tea-plants  [from  China]  were  smothered  by  the  others;  requests 
that  the  supercargoes  be  ordered  in  future  to  send  Tea-plants  in  tubs  by 
themselves;  also  wishes  them  to  give  information  concerning  the  Tea  and 
Silk  industries;  has  sent  some  plants  of  the  Pigu  Yam  for  the  people  of  St. 
Helena.  D.T.C.  7.  58 

1788  Jan.  30  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Col.  Kyd 
complains  of  the  slow  progress  made  in  the  garden;  considers  the  different 
Presidencies  have  been  negligent  in  not  forwarding  the  articles  he  has 
demanded;  mischief  was  done  by  the  hurricane  of  last  November;  com¬ 
plains  also  of  the  scanty  allowance  of  silk-worm  eggs  and  for  negligence  in 
the  packing  of  Tea-plants ;  he  is  about  to  visit  Sylhet  where  Cassia,  Coffee, 
Pepper  and  Sandal-wood  grow;  he  means  to  procure  from  Chittagong 
plants  yielding  drugs  used  in  Materia  Medica;  has  already  two  medicinal 
plants  which  have  been  referred  to  the  Medical  Board;  reports  that  the 
Sugar  plant  died ;  complains  that  he  has  received  only  two  answers  to  his 
circular  letter;  reports  that  the  late  war  caused  some  of  the  wealthier 
Indians  to  migrate  to  Arabia  and  that  a  considerable  number  of  manu¬ 
facturers  have  followed  them  who  now  supply  the  markets  of  Egypt; 
complains  of  the  terms  in  which  Lord  Cornwallis  refused  a  plan  offered  by 
him  (K.)  for  making  salt  by  evaporation  in  the  Bay  of  Balasore. 

D.T.C.  7.  58-60 

1789  Aug.  5  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  Letter  from  Kyd  states  that 

Major  de  Cossigny  executed  the  commission,  neglected  by  the  super¬ 
cargoes,  to  send  plants  from  China.  [The  Court  returned  thanks  to  Major 
de  C.  for  assisting  to  bring  plants  from  the  Isle  de  France  and  for  his 
botanical  activities  in  China.]  D.T.C.  6.  153 

1789  Aug.  19  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  In  pursuance  of  orders  by 
the  Court,  Col.  Kyd  sends  drawings  of  botanical  subjects  that  came  under 
his  notice  when  examining  the  Hedgelee  district.  D.T.C.  6.  153 

1789  Sept.  23  [Bengal  Public  Consultations  12th  Oct.  1789.]  Col.  Kyd’s 
remarks  on  B.’s  letter  concerning  the  Botanic  Garden;  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  whole  nursery  for  each  kind  of  plant,  owing  to  the  aversion  of  the 
natives  to  use  any  unaccustomed  food;  they  will,  however,  use  Sago  and 
Dates;  the  wheat-eaters  of  the  North  will  not  eat  Rice,  and  vice  versa; 
potatoes  are  cultivated  only  for  Europeans,  and  had  they  been  offered  to 
the  natives  in  the  famine  of  1769,  they  would  probably  have  been  refused ; 
Indigo  has  been  cultivated  only  by  Europeans;  Cochineal  thrives,  but  the 
first  steps  must  be  taken  for  its  proper  cultivation ;  although  only  inferior 
kinds  of  Tea  have  been  sent  from  Canton,  the  plants  thrive  in  the  Garden ; 
Foster  offers  to  go  to  Tibet  to  procure  Tea  there,  but  it  is  of  a  poor  kind. 

D.T.C.  7.  68-69 

1789  Oct.  23  [Bengal  Public  Consultations.]  Letter  recommending 
Hughes,  a  gardener,  to  be  engaged  for  the  Botanic  Garden,  under  in¬ 
denture  for  5  years  at  £100  a  year,  with  board,  lodging  and  medical 
attendance  at  Rs.  200  a  month.  [Agreed  by  the  Board.]  D.T.C.  6.  154 
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Kyd,  Robert,  continued 

21.  Calcutta  1789  Nov.  10  [To  Nathaniel  Smith,  Director,  H.E.I.  Co.]  Reports  on 


22.  [Soho 
Square] 

certain  economic  plants  in  the  Botanic  Garden — Cinnamon,  Coffee, 
Indigo;  has  not  yet  obtained  Clove,  Nutmeg  or  Mocha  Coffee. 

D.T.C.  7.  70-71 

1791  [Jan.  — ]  *  Returns  thanks  for  [William]  Daniell’s  report  on  the 

country  beyond  the  Company’s  frontiers  and  for  the  drawings  annexed; 
the  transport  of  seeds  in  bottles  exhausted  of  air  often  destroys  them ;  seeds 
are  best  sent  in  muslin  bags  within  hampers;  congratulates  him  on  the 
progress  of  the  Botanic  Garden;  informs  him  that  a  red-leaved  plant  sent 
by  Sir  George  Yonge  has  flowered  at  Kew.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  60 

LABILLARDlfiRE,  Jacques  Julien  de  (1755-1834).  Botanist.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Paris  1791  July  25  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  B.’s  edition  of  Kaempfer’s 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 

work  on  Japanese  plants;  sends  in  return  two  Decades ,  just  published,  with 
specimens  of  the  plants  described  therein;  having  been  commissioned  by 
the  National  Assembly  to  lead  the  expedition  to  be  sent  out  in  search  of 
La  Perouse’s  ships,  asks  B.’s  help  and  advice;  proposes  to  devote  himself 
chiefly  to  botany  during  the  voyage,  but  will  not  neglect  other  branches  of 
science.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  359 

1791  Aug.  22  *  He  would  be  happy  to  give  instructions  if  they  were 

needed  by  one  who  is  no  novice;  as  new  plants  will  be  found  in  great 
numbers,  the  minute  parts  of  the  fructification  should  be  delineated  on  the 
spot,  other  observations  can  be  taken  afterwards  from  dried  specimens; 
advises  a  large  supply  of  drying-paper;  if  he  visits  New  Caledonia,  special 
investigation  is  needed  as  it  was  neglected  by  Forster  who  accompanied 
Cook;  hints  on  the  preparation  of  spirit-specimens.  [ French ,  with  draft  in 
English.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  52 

D.T.C.  7.  235-236 

3.  Samarang 

1794  Apl.  6  Reports  that  the  expedition  has  reached  Surabaya  after 

30  months  at  sea;  he  has  made  good  collections  in  the  Friendly  Islands, 
New  Caledonia,  New  Holland,  etc.;  is  anxious  to  be  home  to  recuperate 
from  the  ardours  of  the  voyage;  gives  an  account  of  the  difficulties 
created  by  d’Auribeau,  who  took  command  after  the  death  of  d’Entre- 
casteaux  and  Huon;  he  imprisoned  some  of  the  officers  and  crew  and 
demanded  help  from  the  Governor  of  Batavia;  he  (L.)  and  six  of  his 
brother  officers  have  been  disembarked  at  Surabaya,  but  d’Auribeau  has 
retained  the  collections ;  asks  B.  to  forward  a  letter  to  L’Heritier  or  Des- 
fontaines  to  forestall  calumny.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  211-212 

4.  Paris 

1800  Mar.  5  [Date  14  Ventose,  an  8.]  Sends  B.  a  copy  of  his  Relation 

du  Voyage  a  la  recherche  de  la  Perouse,  with  a  graceful  tribute  for  his 
having  procured  the  return  of  his  collections  to  him  after  their  capture 
by  a  British  ship.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  75 

LA  CAM,  Benjamin  (fl.  1765-1807).  Muster  Master,  H.E.LC.S. 


5.  Bengal 

1777  Mar.  26  Sends  copy  of  a  report  by  Capt.  Augustus  Savage  (dated 

Fort  William,  12  Feb.  1777,  ff.  75-78)  on  his  plans  for  a  harbour  for 
Bengal,  and  requests  B.  to  lay  these  before  R.S.  in  order  to  promote  the 
undertaking  and  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  King ;  Stephens,  Sec.  of  the 

Lac  AM,  Benjamin,  continued 

Admiralty,  can  produce  his  (L.’s)  surveys  made  over  a  period  of  six  years; 
also  encloses  his  Memorial  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  H.E.I.  Co.  (dated 
1 6  Apl.  1775,  ff.  78-80)  and  other  papers;  having  had  no  response  from 
the  Court,  he  wishes  thus  to  bring  the  matter  before  a  “higher  power”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  73-80 

2.  Soho  Square  1777  Dec.  28  *  Acknowledges  L.’s  letter  and  his  request  to  lay  it  before 
R.S. ;  informs  him  that  it  is  customary  to  read  before  the  Society  only  such 
papers  as  give  accounts  of  discoveries,  whereas  Capt.  Savage’s  report 
merely  makes  recommendations  as  to  a  harbour  of  which  not  even  the 
situation  is  communicated,  and  that  therefore  “it  is  by  no  means  a  paper 
proper  to  be  read”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  84 


LACEPEDE,  Bernard  Germain  Etienne  de  la  Ville,  Comte  de,  F.R.S.  (1756-1825).  Naturalist 
1.  Paris  1786  Mar.  8  Requests  B.  to  send  him  a  list  of  the  snakes  and  oviparous 

quadrupeds  in  his  collection,  together  with  a  description  of  each  with  notes 
of  their  habits,  distribution,  etc.  [French.] 


2.  Paris 


3.  Paris 


4.  Paris 


5.  Paris 


6.  Paris 


7.  [Paris 


8.  Soho  Square 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  273-274 

1802  June  1  [Dated  12  Prairial,  an  10.]  Introduces  Citizen  Plasson,  one 
of  the  best  printers  and  booksellers  of  Paris,  who  will  bring  B.  the  first 
four  volumes  of  the  Hist.  Nat.  des  Poissons.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  155 

1802  June  29  [Dated  10  Messidor,  an  10.]  Introduces  his  friend  Saint 
Amans  ( q.v .)  who  has  spent  much  time  in  the  Pyrenees  and  is  visiting 
London  for  two  months.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  268 

1802  July  16  [Dated  27  Messidor,  an  10.]  Is  sending  this  letter  by 
Dufresne,  naturalist  of  the  Museum,  to  whose  zeal  the  collections  are 
largely  due;  he  is  going  to  London  to  bring  back  an  Elephant;  asks  B.  to 
give  him  facilities  to  see  the  best  London  collections.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  269 

1802  Oct.  11  [Dated  19  Vendemiaire,  an  1 1 .]  Introduces  Aldini  (q.v.), 

nephew  of  Galvani;  he  has  just  addressed  the  Institut  on  his  experiments 
and  hopes  to  see  B.  in  London;  he  brings  with  him  a  copy  of  the  Eloge 
on  Dolomieu.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  270 

1803  Mar.  8  [Dated  17  Ventose,  an  1 1 .]  The  last  part  of  his  Hist.  Nat. 

des  Poissons  is  about  to  appear  and  he  will  offer  a  copy  to  B. ;  is  now  working 
on  Cetacea  to  complete  the  Hist.  Nat.  of  Buffon,  Daubenton,  Montbelliard, 
etc.;  asks  if  B.  has  any  information  about  the  whales  of  the  southern 
hemisphere  that  he  could  use,  or  if  he  can  refer  him  to  sources  of  such 
information.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  267 

1805  Oct.  21]  A  traveller  from  America  has  brought  a  letter  from 

Michaux,  son  of  the  well-known  botanist ;  he  has  been  taken  prisoner  by 
Leander  and  sent  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia;  asks  for  B.’s  good  offices  on  his 
behalf.  [French. ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  17 

1806  May  24*  Has  procured  the  release  of  the  bearer  Rivaud  ( q.v.)\ 
requests  in  exchange  the  release  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Henry  Egerton,  now 
on  parole  in  Paris ;  asks  also  for  help  to  procure  a  passport  for  Thomas 
Gee,  a  youth  of  18;  has  sent  the  diplomas  of  R.S.  for  L.  and  Cuvier  by 
Faujas  de  Saint-Fond.  [N.R.R.S.,  9.  288-289.]  D.T.C.  16.  272-273 


5i5 


Lacepede,  Bernard  Germain  Etienne  de  la  Vi  lie  de,  continued 

9.  Paris  1806  July  1  Feels  highly  honoured  by  the  distinction  he  has  been  given 

by  his  election  to  R.S. ;  this  letter  will  be  delivered  by  B.’s  friend  the  Rev. 
[F.  H.]  Egerton;  young  Thomas  Gee  is  about  to  receive  his  passport, 
which  has  been  promised  by  the  Minister  of  Police.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  16 

10.  Soho  Square  1806  July  5  *  Manning  has  been  released  and  is  being  sent  to  China  by 


11.  Paris 

H.E.I.  Co.;  asks  for  help  to  procure  the  release  of  [William  Richard] 
Hamilton,  the  Oriental  scholar.  D.T.C.  16.  278-279 

1819  Nov.  5  Asks  for  B.’s  help  for  the  authors  of  the  Memorial  universel 

de  V Industrie  franpaise,  des  Sciences  et  des  Arts;  is  delighted  to  hear  from 
Blagden  that  B.  is  in  good  health.  [French.]  Brabourne,  167-168 

LACK,  Thomas,  (fl.  1791-1824).  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Trade 

1.  Soho  Square  1793  Feb.  26*  Reports  on  the  samples  of  Hardwood  sent  to  Lord 


2.  Office  for 
Trade 

Hawkesbury  by  Gen.  Matthew.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38228.  341 

1813  Aug.  14  Lord  Clancarty  has  asked  him  to  obtain  B.’s  opinion  on 

the  application  of  the  Colony  of  Demerara  for  a  copper  coinage,  3  tons  of 
copper  to  be  coined  into  pennies  at  24  to  the  pound ;  the  Mint  estimate  for 
making  it  is  higher  than  that  of  Boulton ;  as  this  is  the  first  colonial  coinage, 
Lord  C.  thinks  it  may  be  made  a  precedent,  and  that  all  such  coinages 
should  be  made  at  the  Mint;  encloses  a  memorandum  on  copper  coinage 
at  the  Mint  for  B.’s  opinion;  the  profit  on  making  coins  should  form  a  fund 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  Mint.  [See  also  Trench,  R.  Le  P.,  No.  3.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  45-47 
D.T.C.  18.  266-269 

3.  [Spring 

Grove 

1813  Aug.  16]  *  Believes  that  this  is  not  the  first  time  copper  has  been 

coined  at  the  new  Mint ;  the  E.I.  Co  had  a  coinage  made  there  by  which  the 
moneyers  are  said  to  have  made  a  loss ;  it  was  then  that  Boulton  quarrelled 
with  the  Committee  as  he  thought  that  all  copper  should  be  coined  at  Soho; 
if  he  is  right,  Lord  C.  need  not  be  anxious  about  the  precedent,  and  the 
moneyers  can  scarcely  hope  to  avoid  a  loss  on  so  small  an  issue,  for  3  tons 
of  copper  at  £42  per  ton  is  only  £126,  (of  which  the  engraver  will  only 
receive  £4  10s.  0 d.)\  the  benefit  from  the  cheap  price  of  copper  will  be 
about  £80;  proposed  allocation  of  this  profit.  D.T.C.  18.  274-275 

4.  [London 

By  order  of  Lord  Bathurst,  he  sends  B.  a  list  of  the  varieties  of 
Pineapple.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  170-171 

LAGARDE,  - 
1.  London 

1805  Nov.  15  Is  son-in-law  of  von  Behm  ( q.v .),  late  Governor  of  Kam¬ 

chatka;  he  intends  to  emigrate  to  Canada,  but  is  now  in  prison  for  a  small 
debt;  he  and  his  family  are  in  sore  distress;  appeals  for  help. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  221 

LAGRANGE,  Joseph  Louis  Marie,  Comte  de,  F.R.S.  (1736-1813).  Mathematician 


1.  Paris 

1791  May  14  Expresses  thanks  for  the  honour  conferred  upon  him  [he 

was  elected  F.R.S.  5th  May  1791];  he  is  pleased  that  the  Academie  des 
Sciences  has  elected  B.  as  a  Foreign  Associate.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  41 1 
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LAID  LEY,  John,  M.D.  (d.  1798  or  1799).  Physician  in  Gambia 

x.  [Soho  Square  1795  Sept.  10]  *  [Writes  as  Secretary  of  the  African  Association.]  He  has 
received  his  letter  addressed  to  the  late  Henry  Beaufoy  ( q.v .)  and  is 
pleased  to  learn  that  Mungo  Park  is  safely  with  him;  is  grateful  for  his 
plan  to  keep  Park  with  him  for  a  time  in  order  that  he  may  learn  the  local 
language;  the  Association  will  reimburse  him  for  expenses  incurred  and 
asks  in  what  manner  payment  can  be  remitted.  Dazvson  MS.  46.  25-26 


LAIRD,  James  (d.  1840).  Secretary,  Geological  Society 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  Mar.  3  *  Finding  that  the  principles  represented  to  him  as  the 

fundamental  constitution  of  the  Society  have  been  abandoned  and  others 
substituted,  which  he  is  unable  to  assent  to  without  a  breach  of  his 
obligation  to  R.S.,  feels  obliged  to  resign.  D.T.C.  17.  283 

2.  Basinghall  1809  Mar.  4  Has  submitted  B.’s  letter  to  the  Geological  Society,  when 

Street  it  and  B.’s  correspondence  with  the  President  were  considered ;  he  is 

instructed  to  say  that  the  Society  receives  his  resignation  with  regret  and 
that  it  is  not  aware  of  having  deviated  from  the  principles  laid  down  when 
the  Society  was  established.  [See  G reenough,  G.  B.]  D.T.C.  17.  284 

3.  Soho  Square  1809  Apl.  4  *  On  his  recovery  from  illness,  he  sends  a  box  of  fossils  as  a 

present  to  the  Society,  together  with  the  letter  from  the  sender  of  them ; 
since  seeing  him,  he  finds  he  is  not  alone  in  thinking  that  he  could  not 
fulfil  his  duties  to  the  Geological  Society  without  interference  with  his 
obligations  to  R.S.;  nevertheless  he  retains  his  regard  for  the  Geological 
Soc.  and  will  always  assist  their  objects  in  any  way  he  can. 

D.T.C.  17.  291 

4.  Basinghall  1809  Apl.  5  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  and  his  gift  of  fossils  and  will 

Street  report  to  the  Society  this  additional  mark  of  B.’s  interest  in  its  objects. 

D.T.C.  17.  292 


LALANDE,  Joseph  Jerome  le  Francis  de,  F.R.S.  (1732-1807).  Astronomer 

1.  Paris  1772  Mar.  16  Congratulates  himself  on  his  link  with  B.  since  he  has  been 

elected  Correspondent  by  the  Acad,  des  Sciences;  asks  for  notes  on  the 
times  and  heights  of  the  tides  in  the  South  Seas;  de  Bougainville  has 
postponed  his  voyage  towards  the  North  Pole.  [French.'] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  19-20 

2.  Paris  1786  Jan.  2  Introduces  the  Chevalier  de  Pougens,  a  blind  savant;  his 

friend  Shepherd  is  bringing  B.  a  laudatory  article  from  the  Journal  des 
Savans  in  which  B.’s  services  to  science  are  appreciated.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  335 

3.  Paris  1787  Nov.  27  Introduces  an  able  astronomer,  Lacaille;  hopes  that  R.S. 

will  be  able  to  find  him  employment  as  there  is  no  situation  vacant  in  the 
Academie  in  Paris  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  one  there  for  a  long  time. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  464 

4.  Paris  1797  Sept.  14  Returns  thanks  for  the  Nautical  Almanac  for  1801,  and, 

on  behalf  of  the  Institut,  for  Phil.  Trans,  to  1796;  sends  a  letter  for 
Mendoza;  was  glad  to  meet  Hornemann  and  has  had  news  of  his  journey 
to  Marseilles;  has  sent  the  Connoissance  des  Terns  for  1799  and  hopes  it 
reached  B. ;  sends  a  memoir  for  Maskelyne.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  458 
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Lalande,  Joseph  Jerome  le  Franfois  de,  continued 

5.  Paris  1800  Jan.  21  Acknowledges  the  Nautical  Almanac  and  sends  Connois- 


6.  Paris 

sance  for  1802;  his  nephew  [Michel  Jean  Jerome  de  Lalande]  calculates 
that  there  are  15,000  stars,  an  incredible  number;  if  Hornemann’s  papers 
fall  into  French  hands  they  will  certainly  be  restored  to  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  76 

1802  Apl.  1  Introduces  Garnerin  who  has  distinguished  himself  in  air 

travel  and  by  his  parachutes ;  he  is  well  informed  in  Physics.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  177 

7.  Paris 

1802  Apl.  2  Introduces  the  astronomer  Eisenmann,  one  of  their  most 

able  professors.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  178 

8.  Paris 

1802  July  14  Another  letter  of  introduction  for  Eisenmann.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  179 

LALLEMANT,  Antoine  Jean  Noel  (fl.  1797-1810).  Secretaire  de  la  Marine 


1.  Paris 

1802  June  14  [Dated  25  Prairial,  an  10.]  Asks  if  B.  will  send  him  the 

Travels  of  Mungo  Park  and  of  Hornemann  as  he  wishes  to  translate  them; 
asks  him  to  send  them  through  Thomas  Mantell,  Commissioner  for 
packet-boats  at  Dover;  mentions  the  journey  of  [Alexander]  Mackenzie 
to  discover  the  North-West  Passage.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  181 

2.  Paris 

1802  July  9  [Dated  20  Messidor,  an  10.]  Was  very  pleased  to  have  the 

account  of  Hornemann’s  travels,  which  he  had  intended  to  translate,  but 
was  forestalled  by  someone  else;  sends  an  account  of  Baudin’s  voyage 
which  has  appeared  in  a  newspaper.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  180 

3.  Paris 

[1803]  Apl.  9  [Dated  19  Germinal.]  Thanks  B.  for  the  extracts  from 

the  journals  of  Mungo  Park,  of  which  he  has  made  a  translation;  Lalande 
is  very  anxious  for  the  Nautical  Almanac  for  1803;  is  in  need  of  the 
geographical  section  of  Park’s  journey;  gives  directions  as  to  where  to 
forward  the  books;  asks  for  news  of  the  travels  of  [William  George] 
Browne ;  the  translation  and  engravings  of  Vancouver’s  voyage  are 
completed  and  in  the  press.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  457 

LAM  AN  ON,  Auguste  Paul,  Chevalier  de 

1.  Salon,  [1 789  Aug.  - — ]  [To  Baron  de  Choiseul,  French  Minister  at  Turin.] 


Provence 

Thanks  him  for  sympathy  on  the  death  of  his  brother  [Robert  de  Paul]  at 
the  hands  of  savages  in  the  Navigation  Islands;  hopes,  however,  there 
might  be  survivors,  and  urges  the  minister  to  use  all  his  influence  to 
induce  the  English  to  send  a  relief  expedition  from  Botany  Bay  and 
suggests  approaching  B.  for  help;  the  Spanish  expedition  which  has 
lately  set  out  might  be  able  to  help.  [French.]  [The  writer’s  brother  was 
physician  and  naturalist  in  La  Perouse’s  ship,  La  Boussole,  and  was  killed 
in  the  massacre  at  Maouna.  This  letter  was  enclosed  in  that  of  T revor, 

J.  H.,  No.  1  (q.v.).]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  252 

LAMARCK,  Jean  Baptiste  Pierre  Antoine  de  Monet,  Comte  de  (1774-1829).  Naturalist 


1.  Paris 

1784  May  3  Offers  to  communicate  specimens  and  the  results  of  his 

researches  to  B.;  is  touched  by  B.’s  praise  of  his  work  expressed  to 
Thouin ;  writes  in  commendation  of  Broussonet.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  277 
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Lamarck,  Jean  Baptiste  Pierre  Antoine  de  Monet  de,  continued 

2.  Paris  1784  June  28  Regrets  he  has  not  answered  B.’s  letter  of  18  May  about 

Andromeda  myrsinites,  but  B.  had  forgotten  to  enclose  the  specimen;  sends 
him  a  piece  of  that,  and  of  Azolla\  discusses  the  systematic  work  of  de 
Jussieu  and  its  significance;  the  second  half- volume  of  his  dictionary  of 
plants  will  not  appear  for  several  months,  it  will  include  the  letter  B.  and 
part  of  C.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  1 29-1 30 

3.  Paris  1785  Mar.  4  Sends  B.  the  whole  of  the  first  vol.  of  his  dictionary  of 

plants;  as  the  French  names  may  not  be  familiar  to  many  botanists,  he  has 
inserted  an  index  of  the  generic  names  in  Latin ;  a  note  on  the  plan  of  the 
work,  and  its  shortcomings;  has  consulted  the  unpublished  works  of 
Tournefort  and  Plunder.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  131-132 

4.  [Soho  1789  Jan.  12]*  Returns  thanks  for  the  fasciculus  of  the  Encyclopedic 

Square  [Methodique] ;  in  the  next  parcel  he  sends  to  Audiffret  he  will  send  Houstoun 

[Reliquiae  Houstounianae]  and  in  a  few  weeks  will  send  Kaempfer’s 
Japanese  plants  which  he  has  had  engraved ;  the  reason  why  Solander’s 
friends  were  anxious  to  consecrate  the  plant  called  by  his  name  to  his 
memory  is  that  a  commemorative  medal  was  struck,  with  this  plant  upon  it ; 
sends  a  medal  for  his  acceptance;  the  plant,  which  he  (L.)  suspects  to  be  a 
Datura ,  differs  from  that  genus.  D.T.C.  6.  125 

5.  Paris  1789  Nov.  25  Sends  the  fifth  half-volume  of  his  dictionary  by  the  hand 

of  Viborg,  Reader  in  Botany  and  Veterinary  Science  at  Copenhagen,  and 
promises  future  parts  as  they  appear;  asks  for  a  spare  copy,  if  available,  of 
the  Reliquiae  Houstounianae  and  desires  Swartz’s  forthcoming  work. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  225 

6.  Paris  1790  Feb-  3  Is  now  engaged  under  contract  on  a  large  and  important 

illustrated  botanical  work;  asks  B.  to  send  specimens  or  drawings  of  plants 
not  available  in  Paris,  and  encloses  list;  thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  present, 
but  disagrees  with  B.’s  views  on  the  botanical  question  discussed.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  331-333 

7.  Paris  1797  J uly  26  [Dated  8  Thermidor  an  5]  Sends  his  Memoir e  de  Phy¬ 

sique ,  etc. ;  has  examined  the  Flora  Peruviana  recently  published  in  Spain ; 
it  contains  much  useful  information,  but  some  of  the  genera  are  unsatis¬ 
factory  and  have  already  been  described  under  other  names ;  his  Illustra¬ 
tions  des  Genres  is  in  progress;  will  send  B.  the  rest  of  his  botanical  works  if 
he  will  let  him  know  what  he  already  has.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  459-460 

8.  Paris  1802  Jan.  28  [Dated  8  Pluviose,  an  10.]  Introduces  his  great-nephew 

d’Hombry  who  is  visiting  London;  he  will  bring  B.  a  copy  of  L.’s  Hydro- 
geologie  as  a  token  of  gratitude  for  B.’s  handsome  gift  of  his  library 
catalogue,  and  a  copy  for  R.S. ;  efforts  are  being  made  to  complete  the 
Encyclopedic ;  hopes  to  finish  his  Genera  et  Species  and  is  now  preparing  a 
second  edition  of  his  Flore  Franfoise.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  183 


LAMBERT,  Aylmer  Bourke,  F.R.S.  (1761-1842).  Botanist 
1.  [Soho  Square  1803]  Apl.  26  *  Requests  him  to  deliver  enclosed  cards  as  he  does  not 
know  where  to  find  the  gentleman  to  whom  they  are  addressed;  he  has 
written  to  the  warehouse  to  enquire  the  reason  for  the  delay  in  delivering 
Durand’s  plants,  and  will  pass  on  the  information  as  soon  as  received. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  28545.  91 


Lambert,  Aylmer  Bourke,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  May  9  *  Reports  that  the  box  of  roots  has  arrived;  he  intends  to 
open  it  to-morrow  and  requests  L.  and  Greville  to  meet  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  28545.  92 


LAMBERT,  John  (d.  1812).  Settler  in  Tristan  da  Cunha 

1.  Tristan  1811  Dec.  21  [To  Capt.  Jara  Briggs.]  Describes  in  much  detail  the 

da  Cunha  physical,  geographical  and  climatic  conditions  of  the  islands,  and  their 

produce;  outlines  a  plan  for  setting  up  a  trade  in  the  skins  and  oil  of  the 
Sea-elephant  and  other  seals  which  abound  there,  and  invites  Capt. 
Briggs  to  join  the  enterprise.  [This  letter  was  never  sent,  owing  to  the 
death  of  the  writer.  The  original  was  in  the  possession  of  Alexander 
Walton,  who  sent  the  present  copy  of  it  to  B.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  24-27 
D.T.C.  18. 118-126 


LAM  PE,  Philipp  Adolf  (1754-1827).  Physician  and  Chemist 

1.  Danzig  1780  Mar.  18  Sends  B.  the  diploma  of  the  Naturforschende  Gesellschaft 

of  Danzig  with  many  fulsome  compliments  and  an  expression  of  the 
Society’s  gratitude  for  B.’s  services  to  Science.  [German.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  115-116 

LANCASTER,  Joseph  (1778-1838).  Philanthropist 

1.  Free  School,  1806  Mar.  19  [Dated  19th  of  3rd  Mo.  Begins,  “Respected  Friend”.]  He 

Borough  plans  to  extend  his  educational  scheme,  of  which  B.  has  already  signified 

Road  his  approval ;  the  religious  instruction  will  not  be  the  inculcation  of  his  own 

tenets,  but  will  be  left  to  clergy  of  the  Established  Church. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  17 

2.  [Soho  1806  Afar.  20]  *  He  would  not  have  hesitated  to  subscribe  had  he  not 

Square  been  under  the  impression  that  religious  instruction  would  be  left  to 

chance ;  suggests  a  more  explicit  definition  of  the  part  to  be  taken  by  the 
clergy.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  17  vo. 

3.  Free  School,  1806  Mar.  27  [Dated,  etc.,  as  No.  1.]  He  is  grateful  for  B.’s  suggestion 

Borough  Road  which  he  will  embody  in  his  new  circular.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  18 

4.  [Soho  1806  Mar.  28]  *  He  is  pleased  to  find  that  their  views  are  in  accord; 

Square  whilst  he  is  tolerant  of  all  varying  religious  opinions,  he  considers  that  in 

all  well-ordered  Governments  the  earliest  religious  instruction  to  young 
children  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  established  church  of  the 
respective  countries.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  19 

5.  Free  School,  1806  Apl.  3  Thanks  B.  for  his  friendly  suggestions  which  he  will  include 
Borough  Road  in  the  new  edition  of  his  circular,  now  in  the  press.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  16 

LANCE,  David  (fl.  1772-1802).  Superintendent,  H.E.I.  Co,  Canton  Factory 

1.  [East  India  1803  Apl.  18  Is  going  to  meet  Kerr  at  East  India  House  to  get  the  order 

House]  for  his  reception  on  board  the  ship ;  fruit-trees,  etc.,  to  be  taken  to  China. 

[List  in  B.’s  hand.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  97-98 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  Apl.  23  *  Sends  hints  and  instructions  about  fruit-trees  wanted  in 

China ;  although  all  the  kinds  of  fruit  known  in  Europe  are  grown  by  the 
Chinese,  good  varieties  are  desirable ;  importance  of  the  culture  of  dates, 
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Lance,  David,  continued 

if  Malta  is  lost,  they  could  be  cultivated  in  the  Levant ;  glazing  and  ventila¬ 
tion  of  plant-cabins ;  sends  printed  instructions  for  plant  collecting,  and  a 
list  of  Cochin  China  plants,  if  the  ship  should  call  there;  melons  and 
gourds  as  a  substitute  for  ordinary  vegetables;  Chinese  prejudices  and 
superstitions.  [List  of  plants,  f.  103.]  B.M.  MS.  Add.  33981.  101-102 

3.  Soho  Square  1803  Aug.  30  *  Thanks  him  for  his  kindly  patronage  of  Kerr;  he  has 

known  him  for  some  years  as  a  considerate  and  well-behaved  man;  at 
Lady  Banks’s  request,  he  encloses  a  paper  relating  to  Chinese  porcelain; 
“she  is  a  little  old-china  mad,  but  she  wishes  to  mix  as  much  reason  with 
her  madness  as  possible”;  she  believes  that  the  age  of  the  ware  is  much 
exaggerated ;  she  thinks  all  the  ware  made  after  the  pattern  of  silver  plate 
must  be  modern;  encloses  a  list  of  questions  [No.  4]  and  a  list  of  30  of  the 
best  pieces  in  her  collection  [ff.  114-115].  D.T.C.  14.  m-113 

4.  [Soho  Square  1803  Aug.  30]  #  Queries  on  various  kinds  of  China  ware  enclosed  in 

No.  3  [in  B.’s  handwriting].  Dawson  MS.  46.  5 

LANDRIANI,  Marsilio,  Comte  (1751-1815).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  London  1788  Oct.  7  Thanks  B.  for  his  introduction  to  Camper;  offers  to  keep 

B.  informed  on  all  matters  of  scientific  interest  in  Italy;  offers  books  and 
writings  of  his  own  and  others.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  90 

2.  Vienna  1799  Apl.  4  Announces  the  forthcoming  publication  of  a  book  on 

Botany  by  the  Count  de  Waldstein  [ Descriptiones  et  leones  Plantarum  .  .  . 
Hungariae,  Vienna,  1802-1812] ;  will  send  B.  the  plate  and  description  of  a 
single  plant  to  enable  him  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  work;  it  will  be  sent 
by  one  of  the  couriers  of  Mr.  Morton  Eden.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  79 

LASPEYRES,  Jacob  Heinrich  (1769-1809).  Entomologist 
1.  Berlin  1801  June  6  Sends  B.  with  some  diffidence,  a  copy  of  his  entomological 

opusculum  [Sesiae  Europaeae,  1801].  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  182 

LASTEYRIE  DU  SAILLANT,  Charles  Philibert,  Comte,  de  (1759-1849).  Agriculturist 
1.  Paris  1818  June  15  Recommends  M.  Krivtzoff,  envoy  to  Britain  from  the 

Czar;  has  been  working  at  lithography;  B.  has  doubtless  heard  of  Chris¬ 
tian’s  machine  for  grinding  lint  and  hemp,  but  is  doubtful  if  it  is  really 
of  use.  [French.]  Brahourne,  107-108 

LATHAM,  John,  F.R.S.  (1740-1837).  Ornithologist 

1.  Dartford  1791  Dec.  4  Sends  B.  a  paper  on  Gunpowder  and  Fire-arms  written  by 

a  friend  who  wishes  to  conceal  his  name;  on  reading  the  manuscript  he 
thought  it  worthy  of  being  read  at  R.S.  and  it  is  now  offered  for  that 
purpose.  D.T.C.  7.  288 

2.  Soho  Square  1791  Dec.  18  *  Has  read  the  paper  which  contains  some  observations 

that  are  new  to  him ;  he  admires  the  author’s  patience  as  an  experimenter, 
but  doubts  on  the  whole  if  the  paper  is  suitable  for  R.S. ;  he  objects  to  the 
criticisms  of  the  Government,  which  in  some  instances  known  to  him  are 
unfounded ;  a  final  objection  is  that  the  Society  never  accepts  anonymous 
communications.  D.T.C.  7.  292 
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Latham,  John,  continued 

3.  Dartford  1791  Dec.  25  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  admits  the  justice  of  his 

remarks;  quotes  from  his  friend’s  letter  explaining  that  he  concealed  his 
name  from  diffidence;  the  President  is  welcome  to  expunge  any  passages 
of  his  paper  that  he  objects  to;  he  has  no  objection  to  his  name  being 
affixed;  when  it  is  printed  he  requests  some  copies  of  it;  L.  now  suggests 
that  the  objectionable  parts  be  struck  out  and  the  paper,  thus  amended, 
submitted  to  the  Council;  he  has  read  the  rest  of  the  manuscript,  which 
seems  to  contain  new  information  on  small  arms,  rifle  barrels,  etc.;  he 
adds  that  the  author’s  name  is  George  Montagu.  D.T.C.  7.  295-297 

4.  Soho  Square  1791  Dec.  28  *  Agrees  that  some  parts  of  Montagu’s  paper  might  be 

printed  in  Phil.  Trans,  but  there  are  yet  some  difficulties;  by  requiring 
the  name  of  an  author,  the  Society  intends  more  than  a  mere  signature, 
and  desires  to  know  his  professional  status  and  knowledge ;  alterations  to  a 
paper  can  only  be  made  by  the  author  himself ;  thinks  parts  of  the  paper 
are  too  diffuse;  whether  a  paper  shall  be  printed  or  not  is  decided  by  the 
Committee  by  ballot.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  59 

D.T.C.  7.  299-300 


LATOUR,  — 

1.  London  1789  Dec.  7  He  has  invented  a  new  process  of  building  and  asks  for  B.’s 

patronage  and  support.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  275 

LATTER,  Barre  Richard  William  (1777-1822).  Indian  Army  Officer 

1.  Titalayah  1820  Feb.  17  Asserts  that  the  Unicorn,  believed  to  be  a  fabulous 
animal,  actually  exists  in  Tibet,  sends  particulars  and  a  drawing  of  it 
[ Proc .  Linn.  Soc.  1934-5.  41-46 ;  this  letter  is  addressed  to  Sir  James  Nicol, 
Adjutant-Gen.,  Bengal,  by  whom  it  is  endorsed:  “Copy  of  letter  for¬ 
warded  by  the  Governor  General  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks’’;  the  letter 
enclosing  it  is  in  the  Huntington  Library  (H.M.  23017)  dated  4  Mar.  1820; 
it  arrived  after  B.’s  death;  another  copy,  without  the  drawing,  is  in  Brit. 
Mus.]  Dawson  MS.  45.  45-47 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  203-205 


LAUBERDIERE,  Comte  de 

1.  Bristol  1790  Sept.  14  He  is  detained  in  Bristol  by  contrary  winds  on  his  passage 

Hot  Wells  to  Ireland;  thanks  B.  for  the  letter  received  from  him.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979-  53 


LAUDERDALE,  Earl  of — See  Maitland,  James. 

LALTRAGUAIS,  Louis  Leon  Felicite,  Comte  de,  Due  de  Brancas  (1733-1824) 

1.  —  1771  — ]  Abstract  of  the  voyage  of  the  Endeavour  written  by  Comte  de 

Lauraguais.  [French.]  [With  note  by  B.,  “I  seizd  the  impression  and 
burnd  it”;  and  endorsed  by  him,  “M.  Lauragais  MS.  which  I  stopped 
in  the  Press.”]  Sotheby,  24  July,  1929,  668 

2.  Brompton  1772  [Mar.]  17  He  ordered  the  printing  of  the  narrative  of  the  voyage  of 

the  Endeavour ,  believing  it  to  be  true  and  that  no  objection  would  be 
raised  against  it.  D.T.C.  1.  31 
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Lauraguais,  Louis  Leon  Felicite  de,  continued 

3.  Brussels  1785  Apl.  4  Finds  that  he  and  B.  have  a  mutual  friend  in  the  Abbe 
Mann;  commiserates  with  B.  on  the  disputes  at  R.S.;  he  has  built  a  fine 
new  hot-house;  Blackie  is  now  in  London  and  will  bring  back  plants,  if 
B.  will  give  him  some;  Blackie  is  also  to  find  a  young  man  of  ability  to 
take  charge  of  the  hot-house.  [ French] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  118-119 


2.  Strasbourg 


3.  Strasbourg 


LAUTH,  Thomas  (1758-1826).  Anatomist  and  Botanist 

1.  Strasbourg  1782  Nov.  10  Describes  the  progress  of  Botany  at  Leiden,  Amsterdam, 
Utrecht,  Gottingen  and  Frankfort.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  88-89 

1783  Feb.  x  Gives  details  of  books  and  pamphlets  bought  for  B. ; 
particulars  of  scientific  work  published  by  Senebier  and  of  a  literary  and 
scientific  review  at  Strasbourg;  Murray’s  catalogue  to  be  sent  through 
Magellan ;  sends  catalogues  of  the  plants  in  the  Strasburg  Botanic  Garden 
for  Aiton  and  Lee  and  will  exchange  any  plants  they  desire  with  them. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  195-196 

1783  Oct.  1  Has  made  arrangements  for  sending  B.  the  weekly  review 
Neue  Strassbiirgische  Gelehrte  und  Kiinstlerschriftetr,  announces  death  of 
Prof.  Spielmann,  Director  of  the  Botanic  Garden,  who  is  succeeded  by 
Hermann;  asks  for  list  of  further  books  wanted  by  B. ;  introduces  bearer, 
G.  W.  Fries.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  197-198 

1786  July  9  Discusses  the  problem  of  perpetual  motion;  enquires  as  to 
the  whereabouts  of  Fries.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  467-468 

1790  Aug.  21  Introduces  bearer,  Herrenschneider,  Prof,  of  Mathe¬ 
matics  at  Strasbourg ;  sends  news  of  Prof.  Gaertner  ( q.v .)  the  second  vol.  of 
whose  work  is  about  to  appear  in  spite  of  the  author’s  serious  illness. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  324-325 


4.  Strasbourg 


5.  Strasbourg 


LAVOISIER,  Antoine  Laurent,  F.R.S.  (1743-1794).  Chemist 


1. 


Paris 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


3.  Paris 

4.  Paris 


1787  Nov.  11  Has  heard  from  L’Heritier  that  a  Foreign  Member  is  to 
be  elected  to  R.S.  and  that  his  name  is  being  considered;  is  very  much 
honoured  even  to  be  considered,  and  will  continue  so  to  feel  even  if  not 
elected.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  465 

1787  Dec.  7  *  A  genial  acceptance  of  his  letter  which  came  too  late  for 

the  nominations;  he  hastened  to  have  a  certificate  prepared,  however,  and 
hopes  that  the  Fellows  of  R.S.  will  not  be  influenced  by  party  or  intrigue 
but  only  merit,  in  their  choice.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  466 

1788  Apl.  13  Thanks  B.  for  his  election  to  R.S.  [He  was  elected  3  Apl. 

1788.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  91 

1790  July  24  Recommends  his  relation  Terray  of  Lyons  and  his  son  to 
B.  and  asks  him  to  give  them  facilities  for  study ;  hopes  some  day  to  be  able 
to  come  to  England  himself,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  complete  a  number 
of  works  he  has  in  hand  which  it  is  impossible  to  finish  “in  the  whirlwind 
of  affairs  in  which  I  have  been  involved  for  some  years’’ ;  scientific  progress 
has  been  much  hindered  by  the  Revolution  but  believes  this  to  be  only 
a  temporary  set-back.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  326-327 
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LAWRENCE,  John.  Ecclesiastical  Lawyer 

i.  Doctors  1808  Mar.  10  Legal  opinion  on  the  removal  of  the  spires  of  the  Cathedral 
Commons  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Lincoln ;  cannot  find  any  authority  to  compel 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  to  account  for  their  proceedings.  [Signed  also  by 
James  Henry  Arnold,  Chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of  Worcester.] 

D.T.C.  17.  157-159 


LAX,  Rev.  William,  F.R.S.  (1761-1836).  Astronomer 

1.  St.  Ibbs  1813  Nov.  16  He  encloses  specimen  tables  containing  “solutions  of  the 
four  principal  problems  in  Nautical  Astronomy”,  which  he  intends  to 
submit  to  the  Board  of  Longitude.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  70 

LEACH,  William  Elford,  F.R.S.  (1790-1836).  Zoologist 

1.  Spitchweek,  1819  Jan.  20  Reports  that  the  Wild  Boar  and  sow  he  sent  from  France 
Devon  are  now  fully  grown;  they  have  been  set  at  liberty  in  the  woods;  the 

Boar  has  mated  with  the  domestic  sows  in  the  neighbourhood  and  their 
offspring  are  striped.  Gunther  MS.  14.  24 

LEARY,  Edward 

1.  Wainfleet  1776  Nov.  2  Informs  B.  that  the  sluice  in  Good  Dyke  will  be  completed 

on  Thursday  next  [7th] ;  he  desires  B.  to  come  and  inspect  it  and  also  the 
haven  works,  which  are  finished,  and  to  inform  the  bearer  of  the  time  of 
his  visit.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  60 

LE BLOND,  Auguste  Savinien  (1760-1811).  Chef  des  Estampes,  Bibliotheque  Nationale 

1.  Paris  1801  Nov.  17  [Dated  26  Brumaire,  an  10.]  Recalls  their  meeting  in  1786, 

when  B.  gave  him  a  concave  mirror  that  he  had  with  him  on  his  voyage 
round  the  world;  he  is  now  in  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale,  and  paying 
particular  attention  to  Weights  and  Measures;  hopes  to  have  an  inter¬ 
national  standard  established;  sends  B.  the  new  rules  of  the  Lycee  des 
Arts,  once  a  centre  of  intrigue,  but  now  a  useful  institution;  suggests  that 
R.S.  should  establish  correspondence  with  that  body;  the  relationship 
between  the  two  Nations  should  be  the  basis  of  a  philosophical  union  in 
science,  arts  and  letters.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  1 39-140 

2.  Soho  Square  1802  Jan.  30*  Expresses  complete  agreement  with  his  sentiments  and 

confirms  the  interest  and  approval  of  R.S.  of  the  establishment  of  a 
universal  system  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  140  vo. 

LE  BLOND,  Jean  Baptiste  (1747-1815).  Naturalist  and  Traveller 

1.  Paris  1786  July  2  Has  come  to  France  from  Peru  with  200  lb.  of  platinum 

which  he  wishes  to  sell  en  bloc,  but  which  no  one  there  is  able  to  buy; 
Lavoisier  and  others  have  a  process  for  rendering  it  malleable,  which  is 
less  costly  than  that  of  Baron  von  Sickingen;  has  seen  many  platinum 
mirrors  for  quadrants,  with  a  polish  better  than  that  of  copper  and  which 
does  not  tarnish,  which  it  is  intended  to  supply  throughout  the  navy;  it 
is  hoped  to  make  a  telescope  mirror  which  will  require  a  large  quantity 
of  platinum,  the  base  of  one  now  being  worked  in  Paris  needs  60-80  lb. 
of  the  platinum  which  Dombey  brought  from  Peru,  and  in  which  he  (L.) 
has  a  quarter  share ;  is  sure  that  England  can  make  the  best  use  of  the  new 
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Leblond,  Jean  Baptiste,  continued 

metal;  does  not  wish  to  divide  his  lump,  as  it  would  take  time  and  he  is 
about  to  depart  for  South  America;  would  prefer  payment  in  the  form  of 
an  annuity  as  he  wishes  to  travel  as  a  naturalist.  [French.\ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  222-223 
2.  Paris  1786  July  30  His  hasty  departure  from  London  prevented  him  from 

adequately  acknowledging  B.’s  kindness  during  his  visit,  and  he  warmly 
appreciates  the  gift  of  a  mirror  with  which  B.  sealed  their  transaction. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  224-225 


LE  BRETON,  F.  (fl.  1785-1789)  Botanist 


Paris 


[St. 

Germain- 

en-Laye 


1786  May  29  Remembers  daily  B.’s  kindness  to  him  and  to  the  Marechal 
de  Noailles  when  in  London;  a  fulsome  and  laudatory  appreciation  of  the 
effect  B.’s  voyage  will  have  upon  history,  geography,  the  arts  and  sciences, 
etc.  [. French]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  228-229 

1786  Aug.  — ]  Asks  B.  what  has  recently  been  published  in  England  on 

rural  and  domestic  economy,  the  latter  for  [Dr.  J.  E.  Smith] ;  great  local 
distress  caused  by  the  high  price  of  corn  and  bad  weather.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  2 


LE  BRETON,  Joachim  (1760-1819) 

1.  Paris  1810  Oct.  3  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  Madame  Solvyus  and  for  the 

letter  he  sent  by  her.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  61 

2.  Paris  1810  Nov.  26  Sends  by  de  Brehan,  who  is  going  to  England  to  take 

plants  and  seeds,  two  vols.  of  the  Memoires  of  the  Institut  and  the  report  of 
the  jury  on  the  Prix  decennaux;  Brehan  will  return  in  six  weeks  and  will 
execute  any  commissions  for  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  62 

LECHEVALIER,  Jean  Baptiste  (1752-1836) 

1.  Paris  1807  Apl.  19  Sends  remembrances  to  B.  together  with  the  work  he 

brings  from  Delambre  and  copies  for  other  members  of  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  24 

2.  Paris  1810  Nov.  26  Has  never  forgotten  B.’s  kindness  when  15  years  before  he 

approached  B.  about  the  return  of  the  scientific  collections  captured  with 
the  ships  of  d’Entrecasteaux,  an  obligation  he  tried  to  express  in  his 
Voyage  de  la  Troade ;  pleads  for  B.’s  help  to  secure  the  release  of  Philippe 
Balthazar  Castellan,  taken  prisoner  at  Trafalgar,  and  detained  ever  since 
at  Crediton.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  63-64 


LEDYARD,  Isaac 

1.  New  York  1790  Jan.  29  His  relative,  John  Ledyard,  lately  employed  by  the  African 

Association  to  explore  the  interior,  and  who  died  in  Cairo,  before  his 
departure  desired  him  to  publish  an  account  of  his  travels;  he  under¬ 
stands  that  John  L.’s  journal  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Beaufoy  ( q.v .),  and  he 
desires  to  have  it  in  order  to  complete  his  compilation;  requests  B.’s 
patronage  of  the  work.  D.T.C.  7.  27-28 

2.  [Soho  Square  1790 — ]*  On  John  Ledyard’s  departure  for  Cairo  he  deposited  the 

journal  of  his  Siberian  journey  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Beaufoy  to  be  returned 
to  him  if  he  came  back,  and  in  case  of  his  death  to  be  retained  as  a  testimony 
of  the  gratitude  for  favours  received  ;  the  journal  of  his  observations,  made 
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Led  yard,  Isaac,  continued 

between  England  and  Cairo  consists  almost  entirely  of  information  con¬ 
cerning  Africa  collected  from  various  people  he  met;  this  the  x\ssociation 
consider  to  be  their  property  and  they  have  published  some  part  of  it  in 
their  reports ;  his  only  property  consisted  of  medicines  and  trinkets,  for  he 
wisely  determined  to  travel  without  money  or  other  valuables  which  would 
render  him  liable  to  plunder.  D.T.C.  7.  29-30 

LEE,  Archibald 

1.  Washington  1812  Nov.  28  Gives  an  account  of  a  small  Meteor  which  fell  in  a  blaze 
of  light,  with  its  measurements  and  the  nature  of  the  light  emitted;  he 
intensely  dislikes  war,  so  disastrous  to  their  mutual  interests;  he  feels  little 
confidence  in  the  British  Cabinet,  and  looks  forward  to  the  General 
Election ;  note  on  the  weight  of  a  Merino  fleece  and  on  a  factory  producing 
high-class  cloth.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  132-133 

LEE,  Arthur,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1740-1792).  Physician 

1.  New  York  1787  Dec.  2  Pie  has  received  a  letter  signed  by  George  Gilpin  [Clerk  10 

R.S.]  asking  for  eleven  years’  subscriptions  to  R.S.;  he  believes  that  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  extinguished  his  character  as  a  British 
subject,  and  he  considers  himself  no  longer  F.R.S.  [Edzv.  Smith,  81.] 

D.T.C.  5.  284 

2.  [Soho  Square  1788  Jan.  — ]  *  Has  laid  his  letter  before  the  Council  of  R.S.  who  have 

accepted  his  resignation,  but  he  considers  him  still  bound  to  discharge  his 
debt.  [Edzv.  Smith,  82.]  D.T.C.  5.  285 


LEE,  James  (1715— 1795).  Nurseryman 

1.  Vineyard  1776  Apl.  24  Recommends  the  bearer,  David  Nelson,  as  a  man  well 

[Hammer-  qualified  for  botanical  collecting  abroad;  if  engaged,  he  will  require  an 

smith]  advance  in  order  to  provide  his  outfit.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  56 

2.  [Vineyard]  1783  Mar.  7  Receipt  for  5  guineas  received  from  B.  and  paid  to  him 

by  William  Perrin  for  42  species  of  seeds  send  home  by  William  Brass. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  169 

3.  —  - Thanks  B.  for  the  gift  of  a  book  and  for  allowing  him  access  to  the 

works  on  Natural  History  in  his  library,  a  privilege  highly  valued,  and 
which  he  hopes  his  conduct  will  always  deserve ;  asks  for  the  address  of  a 
correspondent  in  Portugal.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  363 


LEE,  Richard  &  William.  Merchant  Bankers 

1.  Charterhouse  1788  June  27  The  firm’s  account  for  cost  and  charges  for  a  supply  of 

Square  Mocha  Coffee  consigned  to  B.,  for  £63  1 5 s.  o d.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  195 

2.  London  1798  Jan.  11  [Signed  by  Richard  Lee,  Junior;  the  year  has  been  mis¬ 

read  or  miscopied  as  1792.]  It  is  true  that  Baldwin  [British  Consul  in 
Egypt]  does  not  now  conduct  his  business ;  he  has  for  some  time  past  put 
his  affairs  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hurlton  (not  Holton) ;  the  exchange  rate 
appears  to  be  low,  but  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  country  in  which 
the  drawer  is ;  money  is  valuable  in  Egypt  and  it  is  difficult  to  place  a  bill 
on  Europe  unless  at  a  very  advantageous  exchange.  [See  Hornemann, 
F.  C.,  No.  7.]  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  179A 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  129 
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LEE,  Stephen, 
i.  Grove, 
Hackney 


2. 


Royal 

Society 


.R.S.  (d.  1835).  Clerk  to  the  Royal  Society 
1797  Aug.  15  Announces  that  he  discovered  a  comet  not  far  from 
8  Aurigae;  gives  description  of  the  phenomena  observed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  109 
1815  Dec.  18  He  has  no  knowledge  of  the  error  said  to  exist  in  the 
Requisite  Tables  other  than  that  he  accidently  learned  from  Prof.  Rigaud ; 
there  are  several  instances  of  the  mode  of  computation  to  which  objection 
has  been  raised ;  if  a  new  edition  is  issued  it  would  be  advisable  to  publish 
the  formula  on  which  the  calculations  are  made. 


R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  79 

3.  [King’s  1819  Apl.  29  Intended  to  call  upon  B.  to  tell  him  of  his  unfortunate 

Bench  Prison]  situation,  but  is  unable  to  do  so  as  he  has  been  arrested;  assures  B.  that 
his  debts  are  entirely  private  and  his  accounts  with  the  Society  quite 
correct;  if  unable  to  obtain  bail,  his  son  will  take  his  place. 

D.T.C.  20.  178 


4.  King’s 

Bench  Prison 


5.  [King’s 

Bench  Prison] 


6.  King’s 

Bench  Prison 


7.  King’s 

Bench  Prison 


8.  Royal 
Society 


1819  May  5  Mr.  Lysons  has  examined  the  accounts  of  R.S.  and  is 
satisfied  with  them;  as  there  is  no  prospect  of  immediate  release,  he  begs 
to  be  excused  from  attendance  at  R.S.,  but  his  son  will  take  his  place; 
has  sent  a  statement  of  his  affairs  to  his  solicitors  for  the  creditors ;  asks 
B.’s  help  to  procure  his  release.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  347 

1819  May  7  Statement  of  his  debts,  amounting  to  £ 2,260 ;  of  this  sum, 
about  £2000  is  represented  by  promissory  notes  to  Edward  Troughton, 
Sir  Walter  Stirling,  Daniel  Moore  and  George  Nicol  [the  first  three  are 
F.R.S.,  the  fourth  is  the  bookseller];  the  debt  to  Moore,  £1,300,  is  the 
largest;  the  remainder  being  tradesmen’s  bills.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  350 

D.T.C.  20.  181-183 

1819  May  12  Is  ready  to  give  B.  all  the  information  he  requires,  and  if  he 
can  obtain  a  day’s  rule,  will  call  upon  him;  he  believes  Moore  wishes  to 
do  him  all  the  harm  he  can.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  348 

1819  May  21  Has  received  a  note  from  [Nicholas]  Carlisle  ( q.v .)  inform¬ 
ing  him  of  B.’s  benevolent  exertions  on  his  behalf;  has  always  considered 
B.  his  best  friend,  but  in  this  instance  he  is  much  more,  having  rescued 
a  family  from  destitution ;  cannot  find  words  to  express  his  gratitude.  [See 
also  Young,  J.  A.]  D.T.C.  20.  184 

1819  July  9  Has  issued  notices  to  the  Visitors  of  the  Royal  Observatory 
for  the  visitation  on  the  16th  July.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  353 


LEEDS,  Duchess  of — See  Godolphin,  Catherine. 


LEGGE,  George,  3rd  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  F.R.S.  (1755-1810) 

1.  Lord  1805  Mar.  30  The  Installation  of  the  Knights  of  the  Garter  having  been 

Chamberlain’s  fixed  for  23rd  April  at  Windsor,  the  King  has  commanded  B.  to  attend  as 
Office  a  Knight  of  the  Bath  upon  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence  during  the 

banquet  on  that  day.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6322.  13 

2.  Berkeley  1808  June  3  Informs  B.  of  the  correct  dress  to  be  worn  on  the  occasion 

Square  of  the  visit  of  the  Royal  Family  to  the  British  Museum  on  23rd  June,  1808, 

when  also  mourning  is  to  be  worn.  [The  party  consisted  of  the  Queen, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Dukes  of  Cumberland  and  Cambridge,  and  the 
Princesses.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6339.  38 
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LEMESURIER, 
i.  [London 


2.  [London 


Paul  (1755-1805).  Merchant  and  Politician 

1803  Sept.  9]  [To  W.  T.  Aiton.]  Having  consulted  those  who  are 
concerned  with  him  in  the  management  of  the  French  prize,  L’  Union ,  they 
thankfully  accept  the  offer  to  take  the  exotic  plants  and  care  for  them  at 
Kew  until  the  Court  of  Admiralty  shall  empower  the  captors  to  dispose  of 
them;  an  order  will  be  obtained  from  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  to 
unload  the  plants  and  send  them  by  barge  to  H.M.  Gardens;  as  a  Customs 
officer  will  have  to  be  present,  will  send  a  gentleman  from  his  office  to 
inspect  the  plants  and  take  a  list  of  them.  D.T.C.  14.  12^ 

1803]  Sept.  10  Introduces  his  friend  Mr.  Johnson  who  has  the  exotic 
plants  from  Cayenne ;  whatever  arrangement  he  may  make  shall  be  binding 
on  the  parties  concerned  and  he  (L.)  will  confirm  it.  [Note  by  Aiton: 
“The  plants  arrived  last  night,  13th.  Sept.  W.  T.  A.’’  See  Aiton,  W.  T., 
Nos.  13,  14.]  D.T.C.  14.  126 


LEMONNIER,  Louis  Guillaume  (1717-1799).  Botanist 

1.  Versailles  [1 765]  Mar.  21  He  will  gladly  enter  into  botanical  correspondence  with 

B.,  and  would  wish  to  know  what  plants  he  is  particularly  interested  in 
cultivating.  \Latin .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  1-2 

LENDONNY-LAUCOUG,  — 

1.  Montdidier  1784  Aug.  24  Asks  for  a  copy  of  Reliquiae  Houstounianae.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  306 

LENNIG,  Erasmus 

1.  Mainz  1818  Jan.  14  Gives  a  detailed  description  of  a  method  he  has  invented 

for  preserving  raw  meat  for  use  in  ships  on  long  voyages;  by  burning 
spirits  of  wine  or  an  aromatic  substance  the  atmospheric  air  is  expelled 
and  the  container  hermetically  sealed;  also  describes  experiments  for 
testing  the  length  of  time  the  meat  remains  fresh ;  wishes  to  apply  for  the 
premium  offered  in  England  for  such  inventions,  and  would  come  himself 
to  demonstrate  it  if  his  expenses  were  paid ;  he  has  written  to  the  Minister 
of  the  Navy  to  the  same  effect.  [German.  Cf.  Giraud,  F.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  193-196 

2.  Mainz  1818  Feb.  10  [Addressed  to  “  The  President  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and 

Sciences”.]  States  that  he  wrote  four  weeks  earlier  of  his  discovery  of  a 
method  of  keeping  meat  fresh;  he  also  wrote  of  his  suggestions  for  im¬ 
proving  aerial  navigation  [this  letter  is  missing] ;  he  offered  to  have  the 
latter  printed  in  English  if  the  Society  approved  and  could  have  them 
translated,  and  he  would  be  content  with  the  profits  on  the  sale.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  197-198 


LENNOX,  Charles,  3rd  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lennox,  F.R.S.  (1735-1806).  Master-General 
of  Ordnance 

1.  [Soho  Square  1782  Dec.  28]  #  Describes  experiments  with  a  mineral  from  Derbyshire 
called  Black  Wad,  which  spontaneously  ignites  and  can  be  used  by 
incendiaries.  [B.  had  evidently  previously  submitted  this  to  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  before  communicating  it  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  He  has 
noted,  “No  reply  received  from  Board  of  Admiralty”.]  Kew:  B.C.  3.  1 
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Lennox,  Charles,  continued 

2.  Whitehall  1783  Jan.  4  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  of  28  Dec.,  addressed  to  him  and  the 
Board  of  Ordnance,  upon  experiments  made  with  a  mineral  substance  that 
communicates  fire ;  the  office  already  has  some  knowledge  of  this  dangerous 
substance,  but  more  information  is  desired;  proposes  to  call  upon  B.  and 
discuss  it.  Dawson  MS.  45.  3 

LEONHARD,  Carl  Caesar  von  (1779-1862).  Geologist  and  Mineralogist 


1.  Hanan 

1814  May  23  Sends  B.  his  diploma  as  a  Foreign  Member  of  the  Wat- 

teranischen  Gesellschaft  fur  die  gesammte  Naturkunde.  [German.] 

Bradbourne,  92 

LEPP,  J.  C.  &  SON.  Booksellers 


x.  Amsterdam 

1800  Aug.  5  They  have  sent  by  [Benjamin]  White  [bookseller  of  Fleet 

Street]  a  small  collection  of  Insects  and  Birds;  they  have  also  sent  a  bill 
for  £6  17 s.  8d.  for  their  earlier  parcels;  they  are  about  to  publish  a  new 
work  on  Dutch  Botany  and  will  send  a  copy  as  soon  as  it  is  ready. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  312 

LEROY,  Jean  Baptiste,  F.R.S.  (1720-1800).  Mathematician 
1.  Paris  1784  Aug.  21  Encloses  report  of  the  Commission  on  Animal  Magnetism 


2.  [Paris 

[. Rapport  des  Commissaires  charges  par  le  Roi  de  Vexamen  du  Magnetisme 
Animal,  Paris,  1784]  for  B.  and  R.S.  conveyed  by  Franklin,  Junior. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  318 

1786  Feb.  — ]  [Received  by  B.  16  Feb.]  Returns  thanks  for  the  report 

of  Gen.  Roy  on  the  measurements  of  the  base  made  at  Hounslow  Heath  and 
sends  congratulations  on  his  accuracy  and  precisioix.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  350-351 

3.  Paris 

1787  Aug.  14  Congratulates  B.  on  his  election  as  Foreign  Associate  of  the 

Acad,  des  Sciences;  it  was  really  unanimous,  the  one  dissentient  voice  was 
that  of  an  eccentric  who  may  be  ignored.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  502-503 

4.  Paris 

1788  Jan.  24  Introduces  Capt.  de  Beaurevoire  of  the  French  Cavalry; 

thanks  for  letter  and  for  the  facilities  given  by  B.  to  the  Commissioners 
[Tenon  and  Coulomb]  sent  to  study  English  hospitals,  etc. ;  hopes  in 
future  to  meet  B.  personally.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  108-109 

5.  Paris 

1788  May  31  Asks  B.  to  lay  before  the  R.S.  his  designs  for  a  new 

hospital  to  replace  the  Hotel  Dieu;  his  memorandum  on  the  plans  is  not 
yet  printed,  but  sends  manuscript  abstract  giving  the  general  principles ; 
sends  also  a  second  set  of  engravings  for  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  no,  112 

6.  London 

1788  Oct.  7*  Thanks  Leroy  for  the  designs  for  the  French  hospital 

which  will  be  laid  before  R.S.;  the  Society  never  expresses  an  opinion  on 
works  submitted,  but  if  this  were  not  the  custom,  he  would  certainly 
approve  the  designs;  speaks  of  hospital-building  in  France. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  in 

7.  Paris 

1 789  Aug.  6  Recommends  Lenoir  who  is  leaving  F ranee  on  account  of  the 

Revolution,  and  who  wishes  to  teach  French  in  London;  has  no  scientific 
news  as  on  account  of  the  disturbed  state  of  public  affairs,  scientific  work 
is  almost  at  a  standstill.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  239-240 

34— B.L. 
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8.  Paris 


Paris 


io.  Paris 


[1790]  Jan.  16  Recommends  a  Swiss  friend,  Col.  de  Ceranville  to  B. ; 
complains  that  “since  our  troubles  your  compatriots  have  almost  entirely 
abandoned  us”;  claims  that  all  is  quiet  now,  and  though  science  has 
suffered,  it  will  revive;  anxiety  for  news  of  La  Perouse;  gives  news  of 
Franklin  and  quotes  his  saying,  “nothing  is  certain  in  this  world  but 
taxation  and  death”.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  338-339 

[1790]  Mar.  8  Writes  on  behalf  of  the  Acad,  des  Sciences  for  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  report  that  the  ships  of  La  Perouse  had  reached  Batavia  and 
were  being  repaired,  also  that  his  chief  astronomer  was  dead ;  this  report  is 
apparently  contradicted  by  the  Captain  of  the  frigate  L’Astree,  by  de 
Kersaint  and  by  d’Entrecasteaux.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  340-341 
1790  July  8  Introduces  Comte  de  Lauberdiere  to  B.;  he  is  remaining  in 
England  for  some  months,  having  recently  married  an  English  wife; 
affirms  that  all  scientific  work  has  suffered  by  the  general  preoccupation 
with  politics.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  342 


LESCHENAULT  DE  LA  TOUR,  Jean  Baptiste  Louis  Claude  Theodore  (1773-1826). 

Botanist  and  Savant 

1.  Paris  1814  July  30  [From  M.  Lareintz,  Ministre  de  la  Marine.]  Informs  him 

that  the  King  of  England,  in  recognition  of  his  services  to  Natural  Science 
and  Botany,  has  granted  him  a  passage  to  India ;  he  will  receive  a  salary  of 
fcs.  6000  a  year  [from  the  French  Govt.] ;  asks  him  to  arrange  his  departure 
so  as  to  arrive  at  Rochefort  by  5th  Aug. ;  before  embarking  an  advance  of 
fcs.  3000  will  be  made  on  his  salary  and  fcs.  308  will  be  paid  in  Paris  for 
travelling  expenses  to  Rochefort.  [French.]  [Sent  to  B.  8th  Jan.  1815. 
See  Buchanan,  F.,  No.  2;  Hastings,  Francis  Rawdon,  Nos.  3,  4.] 

D.T.C.  19.  48-49 

2.  Pondicherry  1817  Mar.  20  Has  made  considerable  collections  both  in  Zoology  and 

Mineralogy;  was  courteously  received  by  the  Governor  of  Madras,  and 
has  explored  the  Presidency  without  any  hindrance ;  he  has  also  explored 
the  district  of  Pondicherry,  which  is  a  good  field  for  Natural  History,  but 
not  so  good  as  Java;  mentions  some  of  the  minerals  collected  and  birds, 
mammals  and  reptiles ;  hopes  to  visit  Ceylon  where  Sir  Alexander  Johnston 
has  provided  him  with  facilities.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  25 

LESKE,  Nathanael  Gottfried  (1751-1786).  Naturalist 

1.  Leipzig  1780  June  14  Offers  to  R.S.  copies  of  two  of  his  works;  every  naturalist 

is  eagerly  awaiting  the  publication  of  B.’s  botanical  discoveries,  but  has 
heard  that  the  price  is  likely  to  be  too  high  for  most  students,  who  are  in 
general  a  needy  class;  he  hopes  that  a  copy  of  it  will  be  sent  to  Saxony, 
and  he  will  review  it  for  the  Commentarii,  of  which  he  is  editor.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  224-225 

LESLIE,  Sir  John  (1766-1832).  Mathematician  and  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  London  1794  Aug.  18  Is  grateful  for  B.’s  encouragement  of  his  philosophical 

studies ;  intends  to  go  to  Germany  and  remain  there  until  he  is  wanted  in 
England ;  his  ambition  is  to  go  to  India  in  the  service  or  under  the  patronage 
of  H.E.I.  Co.  to  instruct  the  younger  servants  of  the  Co.  in  Natural  Science, 
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continued 

or  as  an  astronomer;  asks  for  B.’s  influence  and  support  to  achieve  this 
ambition;  regrets  that  regular  astronomical  observations  are  not  made 
under  the  fine  climatic  conditions  of  India,  and  the  loss  to  science  entailed ; 
recalls  that  he  was  recommended  to  B.  by  Dr.  Adam  Smith  ( q.v.)\ 
Maskelyne  intends  to  use  one  of  his  hygrometers  for  correcting  astro¬ 
nomical  refraction.  D.T.C.  9.  92-95 

1795  May  31  Reminds  B.  of  his  ambition  in  regard  to  India,  and  requests 
his  help  to  effect  his  object.  D.T.C.  9.  217 

1795  June  6]  *  Will  not  omit  to  profit  by  any  opportunity  that  may 
occur  to  provide  for  him  in  India;  it  will  greatly  assist  if  he  publishes  such 
scientific  improvements  as  he  has  made,  particularly  his  hygrometers; 
“when  the  farmer  put  his  shoulder  heartily  to  his  cart  wheel,  he  had  no 
occasion  for  Hercules  to  help  him  out  of  the  slough”.  D.T.C.  9.  218 
1795  Aug.  2  Is  highly  honoured  by  the  acceptance  of  his  paper  by  R.S., 
but  as  it  was  written  only  for  B.’s  information  and  was  hastily  compiled, 
it  is  not  fit  for  publication  in  its  present  form;  requests  B.  to  return  it, 
and  he  will  submit  it  again  in  a  worthier  form;  it  will  contain  an  account 
of  his  researches  in  hygrometry ;  proposes  to  compile  a  treatise  on  various 
branches  of  physics;  thanks  B.  for  his  promised  support  in  his  plans  for 
India.  D.T.C.  9.  273-274 

1 795  Oct.  15  He  is  a  candidate  for  the  chair  of  Natural  Philosophy  at  St. 
Andrews;  requests  B.’s  support;  the  selection  is  made  by  a  body  of  pro¬ 
fessors  who  have  no  knowledge  of  science,  and  a  recommendation  from  B. 
will  carry  great  weight;  suggests  that  he  should  write  to  Dr.  Joseph 
McCormack  as  head  of  the  University,  or  to  [Henry]  Dundas,  Chancellor; 
has  made  further  improvements  in  both  types  of  hygrometer. 

D.T.C.  9.  300-301 

1795  Nov.  8]  *  He  could  not,  with  propriety,  address  Dr.  McCormack, 
with  whom  he  has  no  acquaintance,  and  thereby  expose  himself  to  the 
charge  of  interference,  which  could  only  bring  a  refusal ;  is  pleased  to  hear 
from  Dr.  Garthshore  that  his  (L.’s)  friends  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
professors  of  St.  Andrews  and  who  know  his  merits  are  active  on  his  behalf, 
and  wishes  him  success.  D.T.C.  9.  302 

1795  Dec.  7  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  admires  his  modesty,  but  thinks 
that  a  recommendation  by  him  would  not  be  construed  as  an  interference ; 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  electing  professors  to  consider  recommendations  from 
all  quarters;  he  had  valuable  support  from  eminent  men  of  science  and 
had  the  election  been  made  on  disinterested  principles,  he  would  scarcely 
have  failed,  “but  St.  Andrews  has  for  years  been  ruled  by  a  corrupt 
family  junto”,  and  they  preferred  a  stranger  with  inferior  qualifications, 
because  he  was  patronized  by  the  Edinburgh  magistracy;  he  therefore 
renews  his  intention  of  obtaining  an  appointment  in  India. 

D.T.C.  9.  324-325 

1805  Feb.  3  He  desires  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  chair  of  Natural 
Philosophy  in  Edinburgh,  now  vacant ;  the  right  of  nomination  is  vested 
in  the  Edinburgh  magistrates,  who  require  certificates  and  recommenda¬ 
tions;  asks  for  B.’s  support,  which  he  considers  would  be  decisive;  has 
informed  Garthshore  and  Maskelyne  of  his  intention  to  send  a  paper  to 
R.S.  through  B.  on  the  action  of  air  upon  humidity.  D.T.C.  15.  266-267 
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1805  Feb.  6  *  Thinks  highly  of  his  talents  and  qualifications  and  that 
he  would  do  credit  to  the  chair  if  appointed;  he  cannot  with  propriety 
spontaneously  send  in  a  certificate  or  recommendation,  but  if  called  upon 
to  do  so,  will  certainly  give  one  in  his  favour.  D.T.C.  15.  277-278 

1805  Feb.  15  Is  very  grateful  for  the  friendly  expressions  of  B.’s  letter 
and  hopes  he  has  not  unintentionally  touched  the  delicacy  of  his  feelings 
in  suggesting  his  support  for  the  chair  of  Natural  Philosophy;  that  chair 
has  been  assigned  to  his  friend,  Prof.  Playfair,  and  the  appointment  has 
given  general  satisfaction;  he  is  now  a  candidate  for  the  chair  of  Mathe¬ 
matics;  his  only  formidable  rival  is  a  clergyman  who  has  some  influence 
with  the  Town  Council,  but  he  is  also  supported  by  the  High  Church 
party,  which  is  unpopular  in  Edinburgh;  requests  that  his  medals  be 
packed  and  sent  by  mail  coach.  [Leslie  was  awarded  the  Rumford  Medal 
in  1804.]  D.T.C.  15.  286-287 

1805  Mar.  13  Has  the  satisfaction  to  announce  that  he  has  been  elected 
to  the  Chair  of  Mathematics  in  spite  of  strenuous  opposition  by  the  clergy; 
the  Lord  Provost  acted  with  liberality  and  firmness,  and  his  appointment 
is  considered  a  popular  victory;  among  his  own  supporters,  B.’s  letter  and 
the  medals  “worked  like  a  charm’’.  D.T.C.  15.  318-319 

12.  Soho  Square  1805  Apl.  19  *  Has  received  a  copy  of  Count  Rumford’s  Memoir es  sur  la 
Chaleur\  cannot  send  his  copy,  but  encloses  a  copy  of  the  passages  in 
which  he  is  mentioned;  he  has  heard  from  Wright  and  Playfair  that  the 
clergy  of  Edinburgh  have  persecuted  him  for  what  they  consider  un¬ 
orthodox  opinions;  their  action  will  do  them  no  service  and  will  only 
provoke  controversy;  no  church  has  ever  increased  its  influence  by 
severity;  unprejudiced  and  strong-headed  men  have  always  thought  for 
themselves  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  spite  of  Bishops,  Priests  and 
Deacons ;  if  the  clergy  wish  to  retain  the  respect  of  the  public  they  should 
avoid,  instead  of  courting,  controversy.  D.T.C.  15.  349-350 

1805  Apl.  28  Thanks  B.  for  the  extracts  from  Count  Rumford’s  memoir; 
he  had  intended  to  take  no  notice  of  his  “interference”,  but  now  feels  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  break  silence  and  prove  that  his  fundamental 
experiments  were  made  in  London  in  1801,  two  years  before  Rumford’s, 
and  that  in  1802  at  the  invitation  of  Laplace,  he  demonstrated  his  apparatus 
at  the  Paris  Institut;  will  reply  in  Nicholson  s  Journal-,  agrees  with  B.’s 
remarks  about  the  clergy  whose  clamour  about  orthodoxy  was  a  pretext 
to  gain  control  in  the  College.  D.T.C.  15.  367-369 

1812  Apl.  10  Encloses  a  newspaper  cutting  reporting  his  experiments  on 
the  congelation  of  mercury;  has  conducted  further  experiments  on  the 
freezing  of  water,  which  appear  to  him  to  explain  the  formation  of  icebergs 
in  the  polar  regions.  Gunther  MS.  14.  i6a 

1820  Jan.  3  The  Chair  of  Botany  in  Edinburgh  is  now  vacant ;  he  and  his 
colleagues  hope  that  Robert  Brown  will  accept  it.  Brown  Corr.  3.  158 


13.  Largs 


14.  Edinburgh 


15.  Edinburgh 


LESLIE- MELVILLE,  Alexander,  Viscount  Balgonie  (1749-1820) 

1.  Melville  1784  Oct.  5  Encloses  an  account  of  a  phenomenon  in  Loch  Tay  on  12th 
House  Sept.,  when  the  water  at  the  East  end  of  the  Loch  ebbed  about  300  feet, 

leaving  the  bottom  dry ;  it  rolled  further  westward,  gathering  into  a  wave, 
and  met  a  similar  wave  moving  in  the  contrary  direction;  the  two  waves 
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met,  then  took  a  lateral  direction  gaining  upon  the  land  four  feet  beyond 
the  high-water  mark;  it  was  dead  calm  at  the  time.  [See  also  Campbell, 
John.]  D.T.C.  4.  68-69 

LESTANG,  — 

1.  Lestang,  1 789  Oct.  28  Asks  for  information  on  the  publication  of  the  Travels  in 
pres  Saint  Nubia  and  Abyssinia  by  James  Bruce  of  Kinnaird;  requests  B.  to  send  a 

Aignan  copy  for  his  library  if  it  is  already  published.  [French.'] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  215 


LESUEUR,  Charles  Alexandre  (1778-1846).  Artist  and  Naturalist 

1.  Paris  1812  May  8  Sends  an  account  of  the  life  of  his  friend  Peron,  in  whom  B. 

has  taken  so  much  interest ;  he  is  working  to  complete  the  second  part  of 
the  account  of  the  voyage  to  the  South  Seas.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  13 1 


LETTSOM,  John  Coakley,  F.R.S.  (1744-1815).  Physician 

1.  Sambrook  1783  Dec.  30  He  hopes  he  may  be  able  to  attend  the  meeting  on  the 
House  matter  of  the  present  dissensions  in  R.S.  [Cf.  Cameron,  1 3 1 .] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  2. 


LEWESTON,  T. 

1.  Bedford  1802  Sept.  14 
Square 


Asks  for  information  on  the  proposal  to  erect  a  statue  as  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  51 


LEWIS,  Matthew  (fl.  1778-1807).  Deputy  Secretary  at  War 

1.  War  Office  1788  Sept.  30  The  Mango-tree  and  other  plants  from  B.’s  garden  have 

been  carried  on  board  the  ship  for  St.  Vincent  in  charge  of  Lieut. -Col. 
Bowyer,  who  is  joining  his  regiment  there,  and  will  carry  out  B.’s 
instructions  for  their  care.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  205 

2.  War  Office  [1790  June  — ]  Two  boxes  of  plants  have  arrived  from  India,  one  be¬ 

longing  to  Sir  George  Yonge  which  is  to  be  sent  to  St.  Vincent,  the  other 
to  Capt.  Dundas;  as  it  requires  botanical  knowledge  to  decide  which  is 
which,  requests  B.  to  call  and  inspect  them  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  42 

3.  War  Office  1790  June  15  Capt.  Dundas  has  relinquished  his  claim  to  the  plants 

inspected  by  B.  and  also  to  another  consignment  that  has  since  arrived, 
and  requests  B.  to  inspect  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  43 

4.  War  Office  1791  Dec.  14  Announces  that  a  vessel  is  about  to  sail  for  St.  Vincent; 

a  friend,  Mr.  James  Margetson,  will  see  that  the  cases  are  carefully  loaded 
if  B.  will  give  directions  for  them  to  be  delivered  to  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  1x5 

- The  Secretary  at  War  asks  B.’s  assistance  in  selecting  the  plants 

and  advice  as  to  how  best  to  pack  them  for  the  West  Indies. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  256 
1795  Feb.  20  Asks  for  a  statement  of  fees  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Lincoln  Subscription  for  commissions;  it  is  the  practice  of  Government 
to  issue  commissions  to  Volunteers  without  fees;  the  payment  of  fees  is 
due  to  some  abuse  which  it  is  his  duty  to  discover  and  to  maintain  the 
credit  of  Government.  Lindsey.  11.  3.  1 


5.  [War  Office] 


6.  War  Office 


533 


Lewis,  Matthew,  continued 

7.  [Soho  Square  1795  Feb.  21]  *  The  payment  of  fees  has  provoked  severe  stricture  by 

the  subscribers;  he  did  not  feel  it  his  duty  to  move  in  the  matter  while 
there  is  a  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County;  if  ever  again  a  call  is  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  county,  he  will  stipulate  that  his  money  shall  not  be 
wasted  on  paying  fees;  if  he  had  not  mentioned  the  subject  to  Lord 
Onslow,  Mr.  Windham  [ q.v .,  No.  n]  would  never  have  heard  of  it. 

Lindsey.  11.  3.  ia 

8.  [Revesby  1797  Sept.  21  *  As  [Alexander]  Anderson  (q.v.)  has  always  been 

Abbey]  assiduous  in  procuring  plants  for  the  King’s  Garden  at  Kew,  he  will 

always  rejoice  at  any  recognition  or  advantage  that  can  be  procured  for 
him;  sees  no  objection  to  the  publication  of  Anderson’s  Catalogue  [of 
Plants  of  St.  Vincent]  as  it  would  make  him  known  to  the  learned  world 
and  to  the  public,  but  the  publication  should  not  be  undertaken  without 
Anderson’s  consent.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  in 


L’HERITIER  DE  BRU TELLE,  Charles  Louis  (1746-1800).  Botanist 


1.  Paris 


2. 
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1783  Feb.  2  Asks  B.  for  help  and  advice  for  the  book  he  is  preparing  on 
new  and  little-known  plants,  particularly  ligneous  trees  and  plants;  offers 
to  keep  B.  informed  of  all  new  plants  reared  in  his  gardens;  begs  B.  not 
to  disclose  that  he  is  engaged  in  this  work  though  Thouin  knows  it;  can 
offer  only  a  small  number  of  dried  plants  at  present,  but  sends  samples 
from  a  tree  about  to  flower,  which  he  believes  to  be  a  new  species.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  188-189 

1783  Mar.  4  Recommends  bearer,  Angoulo,  learned  in  Natural  History 
and  a  pensioner  of  the  King  of  Spain;  is  sending  dried  plants  by  Lister, 
but  cannot  send  many  until  the  end  of  the  year;  describes  plants  from  the 
Cape,  and  another  given  to  him  by  Aiton ;  Lister  is  taking  some  growing 
plants  to  [James]  Lee.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  190-191 

1783  May  22  Gives  details  of  many  plants  and  flowers;  mentions 
experiments  in  hybridization  by  Howe  of  Edinburgh  reported  by  Brous- 
sonet,  and  asks  for  particulars;  asks  also  for  descriptions  with  drawings, 
or  branches  with  leaves,  of  the  unpublished  plant  from  Aiton;  will  send 
living  plants  to  Lee.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  192-193 

1783  June  7  Regrets  having  missed  Blagden;  proposes  to  publish  plates 
of  Brucea  unless  Miller  has  already  done  so ;  will  add  his  drawings  to  the 
dried  plants  from  Peru  which  Buffon  is  sending  to  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  293-294 

1783  July  5  Thanks  B.  for  plate  of  Brucea  and  asks  why  its  specific  name 
is  antidysenterica  \  sends  B.  some  of  his  drawings  and  asks  him  to  pass  those 
that  he  does  not  want  to  Thunberg,  who  will  forward  them  to  Linnaeus 
Junior.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  297-298 

1783  July  27  Is  delighted  to  have  met  Blagden;  has  heard  from  Dombey 
who  returned  from  Chile  to  Peru  last  summer;  Broussonet,  Pourret  and 
Sibthorp  are  botanizing  in  the  Pyrenees.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  295-296 

1784  Feb.  9  Asks  if  B.  received  the  plants  sent  by  Sibthorp;  discusses 
plant  identifications;  Dombey  is  returning  from  Peru.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  289-290 
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8.  Paris  1784  Mar.  15  Sends  proofs  of  plates,  and  thanks  B.  for  plants  from  Kew; 

is  grateful  for  the  introduction  to  Stansbust  ( ? )  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  291-292 
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1784  July  29  Discusses  various  botanical  details.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  299 

1784  Nov.  26  Asks  B.’s  advice  about  the  publication  of  his  book,  and 
discusses  botanical  details;  has  heard  from  Dombey,  who  on  13th  July 
was  80  leagues  from  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  hopes  his  collections  will  reach  Europe 
safely,  although  the  vessel  in  which  they  are  carries  treasure  worth  forty 
millions.  “What  a  mouthful  for  Admiral  Rodney”.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  300-301 

1785  Jan.  16  Returns  thanks  for  all  the  notes  and  instructions  sent  by 

B. ;  notes  the  plants  that  will  be  included  in  his  2nd  fasciculus ;  the  3rd  will 
deal  only  with  Sida;  explains  how  the  text  and  plates  are  to  be  arranged. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  120 

1785  Apl.  2  Is  sending  copies  of  his  book  by  the  Baron  de  Mont- 
boissier,  son-in-law  of  the  musician  de  Malesherbes;  hopes  B.  will  spare 
time  to  answer  his  letter  of  16  Jan. ;  as  soon  as  he  does  so  he  will  publish 
his  2nd  fasciculus;  the  two  copies  on  ordinary  paper  are  for  anyone  B. 
chooses,  except  Masson,  who  already  has  a  copy;  asks  B.  how  copies  can 
be  sent  to  Konig  and  to  Mutis.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  12 1 

1785  Sept.  19  Introduces  Dr.  Vigarous  of  Montpellier,  a  friend  of 
Broussonet  and  himself,  who  is  concerned  with  chemistry  and  mineralogy; 
his  work  has  been  disturbed  and  delayed  by  the  death  of  one  of  his  children ; 
awaits  the  return  of  Dombey  to  publish  his  second  paper;  Dombey,  after 
much  trouble  with  the  Spanish  Court,  has  left  for  Marseilles.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  124 

[1785  Oct.  — ]  [Received  by  B.  24  Oct.]  Asks  for  seed  of  Urtica  arborea , 

which  he  needs  to  complete  the  plate  and  description  of  this  plant. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  122 

1785  Oct.  19  The  plant  enclosed  is  said  by  B.  to  be  a  Silphium,  and 
[Dr.  J.  E.]  Smith  assures  him  that  it  is  Silphium  solidaginoides',  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  seed  he  (L’H.)  does  not  hesitate  to  place  it  in  the  genus 
Rudbeckia-,  wishing  to  know  how  it  differs  from  R.  oppositifolia,  asks  B.  to 
compare  it  with  that  species  and  with  S.  solidaginoides.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  123 

1785  Nov.  21  B.’s  decision,  for  which  he  has  the  greatest  respect, 
singularly  increases  his  embarrassment;  requests  B.  to  allow  him  to  go 
over  the  matter  again  with  Smith,  to  whom  he  sent  a  specimen  and  who 
considers  the  plant  to  be  Silphium  solidaginoides ;  now  B.  believes  it  must 
be  Buphthalmum  helianthoides ,  in  which  many  things  lead  him  (L’H.)  to 
concur;  note  on  Rudbeckia.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  125-126 

1786  Jan.  1  The  plant  which  B.  calls  a  Cassine  now  proves  to  belong  to 

the  genus  Celastrus,  which  is  discussed  in  detail;  further  notes  on 
Buphthalmum  and  Rudbeckia ;  asks  for  specimens  of  various  species  of 
Sida.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  318-319 

1786  Jan.  10*  Acknowledges  an  error  in  his  Herbarium  of  a  species 
wrongly  named,  and  which  turns  out  to  be  Celastrus  lucidus\  promises 
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duplicates  of  the  plants  wanted ;  introduces  [Sir  John]  Sinclair  who  is  now 
in  Paris;  desires  to  procure  the  pamphlet  by  Bottineau  on  his  invention 
for  locating  ships  at  sea.  [See  Eden,  William,  Nos.  1,  2.] 

Bodleian:  MS.  Montagu,  d.  17.  2 
1786  Jan.  13  Broussonet  has  arranged  to  send  his  (L’H.’s)  2nd  fasc.  by 
an  English  M.P.  who  is  returning;  has  enclosed  other  copies  for  some  of 
B.’s  compatriots,  and  asks  him  to  distribute  them  as  opportunities  occur. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  322 

1786  Jan.  16  Did  not  know  that  Bottineau’s  memoir  on  his  pretended 
discovery  had  appeared;  is  grateful  for  B.’s  correction  concerning  Celas- 
trus  lucidus',  he  would  have  cited  Meerburg,  but  did  not  know  his  book; 
asks  B.  if  he  will  transcribe  some  passages  of  it  if  it  is  not  obtainable.  [On 
f.  321  is  a  note  by  Broussonet  on  various  packages  sent  c/o  Todd,  and  by 
Home ;  and  that  he  is  sending  a  further  parcel  by  Sinclair.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  320-321 
1786  June  8  Recommends  bearer,  Dr.  Gloxin  of  Colmar,  who  is  much 
interested  in  Natural  History;  discusses  botanical  matters  connected  with 
the  genera  Rhodora,  Lythrum,  Cineraria  and  others ;  Gloxin  also  brings  a 
packet  for  Hope  of  Edinburgh,  which  he  asks  B.  to  forward.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  323-324 
1786  Sept.  22  Solander  [«c,  recte  Dryander]  has  already  shown  him  B.’s 
Herbarium;  desires  to  write  a  monograph  on  the  genus  Geranium ;  has 
seen  various  new  genera  at  Kew,  but  devotes  most  of  his  time  to  preparing 
a  Prodromus  Flor.  Peruv.  et  Chilens.,  the  main  object  of  his  journey,  based 
on  Dombey’s  Herbarium;  the  ship  carrying  it  has  just  arrived,  but  as  it  is 
consigned  to  B.  has  asked  Dryander  to  assist  in  getting  it  through  the 
Custom  House  on  Monday  (26th) ;  has  had  to  sign  a  promise  not  to  give 
away  any  plants  but  hopes  later  to  have  duplicates ;  the  Spanish  intrigues 
over  the  collection;  has  met  Swartz  just  back  from  Jamaica.  [Fretich.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  325-326 
1786  Sept.  30  *  Is  surprised  and  mortified  to  hear  that  Dombey’s 
Herbarium  is  lying  at  the  Customs  House;  his  (B.’s)  library  and  Her¬ 
barium  are  available  to  him  for  study,  but  he  reserves  to  himself  the  right 
of  dissection  of  specimens.  [Endorsed:  “Letter  never  sent.”] 

D.T.C.  5.  94-95 

1786  Oct.  9  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  Dombey’s  Herbarium  is  safe; 
reserves  to  himself  the  dissection  of  the  genus  Geranium,  though  his 
library  and  Herbarium  are  open  to  L’H.  for  study.  D.T.C.  5.  93-94 

1786  Oct.  20  On  Dombey’s  return  from  the  expedition  he  made  an  oath 
to  the  King  of  Spain  that  he  would  not  publish  anything  before  his 
Spanish  colleagues;  in  Paris  this  oath  was  thought  negligible  and  only  a 
political  quibble,  but  now  Spain  is  making  it  an  affair  of  State;  he  decided 
to  bring  the  Herbarium  to  England,  giving  out  publicly  that  he  was  going 
on  holiday  in  Picardy;  even  if  he  is  not  able  to  publish  the  Prodromus,  the 
collection  will  be  saved  from  the  oblivion  threatened  to  those  of  Commer- 
son  and  Tournefort.  [French.]  [See  Dryander,  J.,  Nos.  9,  10.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  327-328 

1787  Dec.  24  Thanks  B.  for  information  on  “L’affaire  M.  Lavoisier”, 
which  he  will  keep  secret;  mentions  Dombey,  Broussonet  and  Buffon; 
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sends  Nos.  59-84  of  Bulliard’s  Herbier  de  la  France ;  discusses  botanical 
matters  and  asks  for  specimens ;  is  worried  at  the  non-arrival  of  his  Her¬ 
barium  and  other  baggage  sent  by  sea  from  London.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  60 

1787  Dec.  31  Announces  B.’s  election  to  the  Acad,  des  Sciences; 

mentions  Tenon  and  de  la  Grange;  discusses  botanical  matters  and  sends 
specimens ;  has  received  from  Desfontaines  8  or  10  new  kinds  of  Geraniums 
from  Barbary.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  61 

1788  Feb.  4  Further  reference  to  Tenon  and  B.’s  election;  asks  B.  if  he 
has  any  orders  for  Baron’s  sale  to  be  held  next  month;  asks  for  the  date 
of  the  first  commercial  use  of  Chulan,  described  by  Swartz  as  used  by  the 
Chinese  to  mix  with  tea;  mentions  various  books,  etc.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  62-63 

1788  Feb.  11  Announces  safe  arrival  of  his  Herbarium;  will  attend  to 
B.’s  wishes  for  the  purchase  of  books;  discusses  botanical  matters  and 
mentions  many  French  botanists;  the  bookseller  Prevost  offers  the 
illustrated  Flora  Silesiaca  by  Krocker.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  64-65 

1788  Feb.  13  Describes  unauthorized  use  made  of  one  of  his  drawings; 
mentions  Lee,  Dr.  Pitcairn  and  Dr.  Garden;  hopes  Dryander  will  put  the 
matter  right  in  the  Bibliotheca  Banks ;  refers  to  the  book-sale,  which 
will  be  spread  over  two  months;  discusses  various  plants,  especially 
Geraniums ;  his  projected  publication ;  disagrees  with  some  of  Dr.  Garden’s 
conclusions.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  66-67 

1788  Feb.  27  Has  heard  from  Thunberg  who  has  sent  many  specimens 
of  Geraniums,  some  new;  gives  news  of  the  Baron  sale  of  books  and  of 
those  purchased  for  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  68-69 

1788  Mar.  18  Sends  drawing  of  Amaryllis  and  asks  for  information  on 
the  plant;  the  books  bought  at  the  Baron  sale  include  Albertus  Magnus,  and 
will  be  sent  later;  is  involved  in  family  affairs  by  the  death  of  his  father-in- 
law  and  fears  to  waste  the  summer  in  quarrels  and  law-suits.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  70 

1788  Mar.  24  Thanks  B.  for  catalogues;  sends  list  of  books  purchased 
in  London  and  asks  Dryander  to  settle  them;  refers  to  Bergeret  and  his 
work,  and  to  Thouin  and  the  Demidoff  Catalogue ;  is  preparing  for  publica¬ 
tion  a  Herbarium  collected  in  Cayenne  over  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
asks  for  help ;  hopes  to  have  Barrere’s  Herbarium  soon.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  71 

1788  Apl.  14  Thanks  B.  for  Lavoisier’s  nomination;  disapproves  of 
Swartz’s  dissertation  on  the  Solandra\  discusses  other  botanical  publica¬ 
tions  and  problems;  thanks  B.  for  sending  books  and  Sibthorp’s  Gera¬ 
niums  ;  gives  news  of  the  arrest  of  the  Swedish  gardener,  recommended  by 
Dryander,  at  the  Jardin  du  Roi.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  72-73 

1788  Apl.  26  Has  sent  an  order  to  Sowerby  to  make  drawings  of  various 
species  of  Geranium  \  asks  B.  for  an  introduction  to  Lord  Tankerville  who 
has  a  greater  quantity  of  G.  cotyledonis  than  any  other  person.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  74 
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1788  Apl.  29  #  Has  a  project  of  publishing  Kew  plants  as  they  flower; 
to  avoid  duplication,  asks  for  list  of  his  drawings  made  in  English  gardens. 

D.T.C.  6.  25-26 

1788  Apl.  30  Sends  the  full  names  of  Lavoisier  and  de  Morveau  as  re¬ 
quested;  he  is  to  work  with  Dombey  revising  his  Herbarium;  offers  to 
buy  Vols.  1  and  2  of  the  Memoires  of  the  Acad,  des  Sciences  de  Lausanne 
for  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  75 

1788  May  22  Congratulates  B.  on  his  plan  for  publishing  the  Kew 
plants  and  asks  for  more  details ;  sends  list  of  drawings  of  plants  made  for 
him  while  in  London  and  describes  the  uses  he  proposes  to  make  of  them, 
also  drawing  of  a  new  Geranium  in  the  Jardin  du  Roi;  complains  of  over¬ 
work,  especially  with  Dombey.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  76-77 
1788  June  2  Returns  thanks  for  specimens  of  Geranium ;  is  awaiting  the 
drawings  of  that  genus  from  Sowerby;  list  for  the  continuation  of  Serturn 
Anglicum.  [French.]  L’Heritier  Corr.,  5 

1788  June  [10]  *  Informs  him  of  the  death  of  Lightfoot  and  that  his 
Herbarium  has  been  purchased  by  the  Queen.  D.T.C.  6.  31-32 

1788  Aug.  7  Offers  B.  plants  from  Dauphine;  has  sent  for  300  species 
and  hopes  on  examination  to  reduce  the  number  of  species  described  in 
Villars’s  Plantes  du  Dauphine.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  78 

1788  Dec.  11  Describes  the  political  situation  in  France  in  consequence 
of  which  he  is  much  in  arrear  with  his  botany ;  the  meeting  of  the  National 
Assembly ;  progress  of  his  Serturn  Anglicum.  [French.]  L’Heritier  Corr.,  25 

1789  Jan.  29  Asks  B.  to  settle  his  account  with  Sowerby  for  the  drawings 
of  Geranium  brought  by  Davall  and  Frazer;  refers  to  the  contrary  accounts 
between  Banks  and  Dryander  for  postages,  etc.,  and  the  purchase  of  books; 
the  Insects  sent  lately  are  those  of  D’Orcy’s  ( q.v .)  and  Olivier’s  new  work; 
sends  information  for  Dryander  on  Giuliani’s  Memorie  sopra  la  Fisica  e 
Hist.  Nat. ;  asks  for  booksellers’  catalogues,  and  promises  the  sale  cata¬ 
logues,  etc.,  desired  by  B. ;  orders  new  drawings  from  Sowerby.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  188-189 
1789  Mar.  19  Recommends  Olivier,  considered  one  of  the  best  entomo¬ 
logists  in  France,  and  author  of  a  general  history  of  Insects,  the  parts  of 
which,  with  plates,  have  already  been  sent  to  B. ;  his  projected  journey  to 
England  is  in  order  to  complete  this  work.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  190 

1789 - ]  Recommends  Le  Gain,  an  artist  and  friend  of  Redoute,  who 

has  invented  an  instrument  for  ascertaining  longitude  at  sea;  as  the  French 
Government  can  no  longer  assist  science,  he  is  going  to  England  to  obtain 
a  patent;  asks  B.  to  give  him  all  possible  help.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  191 
1789  May  28  Has  heard  from  [James]  Lee  that  his  Geranium  spinosum  is  in 
flower  and  begs  B.  to  have  a  drawing  of  it  made  by  Miss  Lee  or  Sowerby 
without  delay ;  wishes  the  drawing  to  be  added  by  Dryander  to  the  article 
Monsonia  spinosa,  Tab.  42;  gives  news  of  Richard  who  has  arrived  from 
America,  and  of  Olivier.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  192 

1789  June  8  Offers  to  purchase  for  B.  ancient  Spanish  and  other  works 
on  scientific  subjects;  asks  for  information  about  the  date  of  publication  of 
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Paterson’s  Travels  in  Africa  as  one  of  his  friends  is  anxious  to  translate 
the  book;  gives  news  of  the  political  situation  in  France.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  193-194 

1789  June  11  Sends  list  of  books  with  their  prices  desired  by  B.,  which 
are  now  available,  though  expensive;  mentions  others  now  obtainable; 
speaks  disparagingly  of  Alyon’s  Corns  de  Botanique.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  195-196 

1789  July  16  Describes  the  terrible  political  events  and  fighting  in  the 
streets  at  the  taking  of  the  Bastille,  etc.,  also  the  visit  of  the  King  to  Ftats 
Generaux;  encloses  a  cutting  on  the  latter  and  discusses  the  situation. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  197-198 

1789  July  23  Laments  the  state  of  anarchy  in  France;  Broussonet’s 
patron,  Berthier,  Intendant  of  Paris  and  personally  known  to  B.,  was 
executed  without  trial  by  the  mob ;  his  father-in-law,  Foulon,  met  the  same 
fate  a  few  hours  earlier,  when  the  mob  carried  his  head  in  triumph  before 
Berthier  on  the  way  back  to  Paris  from  Compiegne  where  he  was  seized ; 
is  ill  and  crushed  by  these  events.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  199 

1789  Aug.  13  Is  convalescent,  but  very  weak;  gives  a  graphic  account  of 
the  disorders  of  the  Revolution  and  discusses  the  work  of  the  National 
Assembly  with  disapproval ;  asks  for  books  to  be  sent,  also  the  synonymy 
for  Geranium  triste  as  his  own  is  illegible.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  200-201 

1789  Oct.  29  Has  been  forced  to  become  commandant  of  the  battalion 

for  the  district,  St.  Nicholas  des  Champs;  took  part  in  the  expedition  to 
Versailles  and  saved  the  lives  of  nine  Gardes  du  Corps,  but  when  in 
command  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  was  unable  to  save  a  baker  from  being 
hanged  by  the  mob,  as  the  soldiers  would  not  obey  orders;  discusses  the 
outlook  with  great  foreboding;  Broussonet  has  escaped  to  Montpellier. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  202-203 

1790  May  24  Discusses  botanical  matters  but  says  “he  no  longer  counts 
as  a  botanist”,  nearly  all  his  time  being  taken  up  with  military  and 
political  matters ;  he  is  Commandant  de  Bataillon,  Thouin  a  representative 
of  the  Commune,  Jussieu,  Lieutenant  de  Maire,  Lamarck  a  private  soldier 
and  Broussonet  Secretary  at  the  Municipality ;  regrets  to  have  seen  so  little 
of  Jacquin;  asks  for  news  of  Swartz’s  recent  publications,  if  any.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  3 14-3 15 

1799  Oct.  9  [Dated  17  Vend,  an  8.]  Introduces  Hofman  Bang,  a  young 
Danish  botanist  of  much  promise ;  the  friends  of  Dolomieu  have  placed  all 
their  hopes  in  B.’s  efforts  to  secure  his  liberation  from  unjust  imprison¬ 
ment  ;  sighs  for  the  time  when,  surrounded  by  his  books,  and  with  the  wise 
counsel  of  B.  and  Dryander,  he  was  able  to  pursue  his  botanical  studies; 
is  very  anxious  for  the  safety  of  Broussonet;  praises  B.  for  his  part  in 
“affaire  de  la  Billardiere”  and  hopes  his  efforts  for  Dolomieu  will  be 
equally  successful.  [Not  signed.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  276 

1800  Apl.  15  [Dated  25  Germinal,  an  8.]  Pleads  for  B.’s  assistance  on 
behalf  of  Dolomieu,  who  is  a  prisoner  at  Messina,  under  the  most  squalid 
and  degrading  conditions;  Broussonet  has  been  for  some  time  French 
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Consul  in  the  Canary  Is. ;  some  time  ago  he  sent  to  Paris  a  collection  of 
dried  plants,  seeds  and  bulbs;  it  has  not  arrived  and  may  have  been 
captured  by  an  English  vessel.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  83 

LICHTENBERG,  Gottfried  Carl,  F.R.S.  (1744-1799) 

1.  Gottingen  1793  Aug.  2  Expresses  his  thanks  at  the  honour  of  being  elected  to  R.S. 

[German. ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  276 


LICHTENSTEIN,  Anton  August  Heinrich  (1753-1816).  Antiquary 

1.  Hamburg  1791  June  3  Sends  B.  two  copies  of  his  work  on  the  Zoology  and  Botany 


2.  Helmstadt 


3.  Helmstadt 


of  the  Ancients,  one  for  himself  and  one  for  R.S.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  152 

1802  May  17  Wishes  B.  to  hear  before  everybody  of  his  discovery  of  a 
hitherto  entirely  unknown  alphabet  known  to  the  French  as  “Caracteres 
a  cloux”  and  to  the  Germans  as  “ Sagittiformes”.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  348 

1802  July  27  Has  been  working  upon  the  cuneiform  inscriptions  B.  has 
sent  him;  is  still  waiting  for  a  print  of  the  Smyrna  brick,  as  B.’s  print 
contains  only  a  few  words,  which  he  has  interpreted ;  gives  an  account  of 
his  researches  into  the  Persepolitan  inscriptions;  is  not  yet  certain  of  the 
antiquities  in  the  Nuremberg  Museum  and  the  gallery  of  the  Duke  of 
Florence;  his  conjectures  concerning  these,  and  speaks  at  length  of  the 
religious  ideas  and  mythology,  etc.,  in  these  inscriptions;  asks  B.  to  treat 
all  this  as  confidential  until  his  work  is  published;  wishes  to  find  a  pub¬ 
lisher  in  England  if  possible,  if  not,  will  try  Paris. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  350-355 


LIGHTFOOT,  Rev.  John,  F.R.S.  (1735-1788).  Botanist 

1.  Colnbrook  1766  Feb.  27  Having  had  no  news  of  B.  for  a  long  time  he  was  delighted 
to  have  his  letter  and  the  specimens  of  Mosses  sent;  he  was  at  Bristol  at 
Christmas  and  found  many  species  of  plants  on  St.  Vincent’s  Rock  (list) ; 
sends  a  list  of  desiderata  and  asks  B.  to  do  the  same;  he  has  had  a  large 
number  of  Grasses  and  Mosses  from  Yorkshire  and  offers  specimens  to  B. 

D.T.C.  1.  1-2 


2.  Uxbridge 


3.  Uxbridge 


1 773  June  19  Sends  plants  collected  near  Netley  Abbey;  as  the  Duchess 
of  Portland  is  at  Oxford  he  will  not  see  her  till  next  week  and  therefore 
cannot  say  whether  he  will  be  able  to  join  B.  in  Wales;  if  B.  sets  out  before 
he  can  decide,  asks  him  to  fix  a  rendezvous.  D.T.C.  1.  57 

1773  Aug.  24  Thanks  B.  for  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  during  their 
Welsh  tour  and  his  satisfaction  at  having  made  so  good  a  collection; 
discusses  exchange  of  specimens;  sends  specimens  of  Senecio  viscosus 
grown  from  seed  collected  in  Scotland.  [Cf.  Journ.  Bot.  43.  290-307.] 

D.T.C.  1.  60-61 


4.  Uxbridge  1773  Sept.  3  Sends  specimens  of  Galeopsis;  discussion  of  Carex  atrata 
and  various  other  plants;  accepts  B.’s  invitation  to  inspect  a  collection  of 
1300  specimens  received  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

D.T.C.  1.  64-65 
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5.  Uxbridge 

1774  July  26  Has  received  specimens  of  Cistus  guttatns  from  Anglesea 

with  their  petals,  which  are  so  fugacious  that  they  are  difficult  to  preserve ; 
is  about  to  tour  Dorset,  Devon  and  Cornwall  with  Sir  Harry  Parker. 

D.T.C.  1.  76 

6.  Uxbridge 

1774  Nov.  6  Had  a  most  successful  tour  with  Sir  Harry  Parker,  and  has 

reserved  specimens  of  all  rare  plants  for  B. ;  he  found  nearly  every  Cornish 
plant  mentioned  by  authors ;  enumerates  many  of  the  rarer  species  found ; 
he  hopes  soon  to  come  to  London  and  will  bring  the  plants  for  B.  to  choose 
from;  congratulates  him  on  rare  species  found  by  him.  D.T.C.  1.  79-80 

7.  Uxbridge 

1775  Feb.  12  Thanks  B.  for  his  opinion  on  the  doubtful  species  sub¬ 

mitted  to  him;  regards  B.  as  the  court  of  appeal  in  such  cases;  discussion 
of  a  number  of  species.  D.T.C.  1.  84-85 

8.  Bullstrode 

1775  Dec.  6  Pennant  is  writing  a  history  of  British  Mollusca  and  their 

shells;  is  assisting  him  by  describing  new  species  collected  at  Weymouth; 
the  Duchess  of  Portland  has  had  drawings  made  of  these;  among  her 
drawings  she  finds  one  belonging  to  B.  of  a  Holothuria,  which  she  will  not 
send  to  Pennant  without  B.’s  leave;  is  coming  to  London  in  a  fortnight 
and  will  bring  the  plants  collected  during  his  summer  tour.  D.T.C.  1.  no 

9.  Uxbridge 

1776  Feb.  5  Sends  specimens  of  Geranium  palustre,  Lychnis  viscaria,  and 

other  species;  in  carrying  home  the  specimen  of  Air  a  canescens  given  to 
him  by  B.,  it  broke  loose  and  was  reduced  to  atoms;  asks  B.  if  he  can 
spare  another;  that  and  Schoenus  ferrugineus  are  the  only  grasses  he  re¬ 
quires;  note  on  the  genus  Geranium  on  which  he  desires  B.’s  opinion. 

D.T.C.  1.  111-112 

10.  Uxbridge 

[1777  Nov.  1 1  ]  Sends  plants,  and  would  like  B.’s  opinion  on  the  one  he 

supposes  to  be  Hopea,  and  specimens,  some  in  flower  and  some  in  seed, 
of  Cardamine  bellidifolia\  in  Robson’s  new  British  Flora ,  the  Orchis 
glohosa  is  mentioned  as  a  British  plant;  the  author  of  the  Critical  Review 
asserts  that  the  plates  in  his  Flora  Scotica  will  be  more  apt  to  mislead  than 
to  guide,  and  that  some  of  them  are  copied  from  Oeder  and  Haller,  giving 
examples;  though  the  plates  are  not  his  work,  these  misrepresentations 
should  be  corrected ;  they  state  that  the  Astragalus  uralensis  is  a  borrowed 
drawing,  but  B.  can  testify  that  the  reviewers  are  “damnable  liars”  for 
both  the  plate  and  drawing,  made  from  his  own  specimen,  were  given  to 
him  by  B. ;  in  a  few  cases  the  fruit  or  the  flower,  when  they  could  not  be 
preserved,  were  supplied  from  the  Flora  Danica,  which  is  justifiable,  but 
what  of  whole  books  of  borrowed  drawings  such  as  the  Herball  of  Gerard  ? ; 
quotes  other  instances,  and  hopes  that  B.  or  Solander  will  represent  the 
truth  to  the  reviewers  to  prevent  more  illiberal  attacks. 

D.T.C.  i.  152-153 

LIND,  James,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1736-1812).  Physician  and  Astronomer 


1.  Edinburgh 

1773  May  26  Has  arrived  in  Edinburgh  and  thanks  B.  for  all  his  civilities 

and  friendship,  which  he  is  anxious  to  reciprocate;  mentions  Pennant’s 
generosity  to  the  people  of  Aron  [Arran]  during  his  tour  of  the  Western 
Isles.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  24-25 

2.  Edinburgh 

1 775  Jan.  30  [To  Dr.  Nevil  Maskelyne.]  Has  sent  Col.  Roy  a  freezing 

observation  made  on  Arthur’s  Seat;  is  anxious  to  see  M.’s  Schiehallion 
Observations  [cf.  Lyons ,  191]  which  do  honour  to  R.S.  and  to  M.’s 
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perseverance  in  bad  climate  and  an  unfavourable  season ;  he  would  willingly 
join  the  proposed  expedition  to  N.W.  America  if  B.  goes,  but  would  not 
go  to  oblige  Government  after  the  ungenerous  treatment  he  received 
[Cameron,  56] ;  praises  B.’s  generosity  and  nobility  of  character. 

D.T.C.  1.  82-83 

3.  Edinburgh  1775  Mar.  2  His  friend  Miss  Burnet  is  sending  a  box  containing  mutton- 
hams,  shortbread,  a  stone  jar  of  Elighland  whisky  and  some  oatcakes  from 
which  Solander  may  entertain  Dr.  [Samuel]  Johnson  “or  any  Scotch 
Savage”  in  the  truest  Highland  taste,  not  forgetting  Dr.  Maskelyne,  “the 
Chieftain”  of  Schiehallion ;  as  the  Island  of  Staffa  is  to  be  sold,  and  if  B. 
wishes  to  buy  it,  he  will  ask  a  friend  to  bid  at  the  sale;  is  informed  by 
Maskelyne  that  after  the  return  of  Capt.  Cook  an  expedition  to  the  N.W. 
of  America  is  planned,  and  hopes  that  B.  would  be  a  member  of  it;  if  B. 
goes,  he  will  gladly  accompany  him ;  has  executed  crayon  portraits  of  B. 
and  Solander  [two  silhouettes  are  attached  to  the  letter] ;  has  made  a 
portable  wind-gauge.  Webster  Coll.  <io> 


4.  Cape  Town 


5.  Windsor 


6.  Windsor 


7.  Windsor 


D.T.C.  1.  89-90 

1779  Oct.  23  Has  been  three  months  at  the  Cape  and  is  about  to  proceed 
to  India ;  has  collected  a  few  plants,  but  Masson  and  Paterson  have  already 
sent  home  every  vegetable  product  of  the  place;  has  been  making  baro¬ 
metrical  observations  and  will  send  these  from  Madras ;  Paterson  has  been 
up-country  for  four  or  five  months,  but  Gordon,  who  set  out  with  him  has 
penetrated  farthest  into  the  interior;  Capt.  Cooper  proposes  to  bring  home 
for  B.  a  collection  of  birds  and  plants;  the  fleet  with  which  he  will  sail 
consists  of  six  ships  of  the  line,  a  sloop  and  14  Indiamen;  universal 
popularity  of  [Admiral]  Sir  Edward  Hughes  [Commander-in-Chief,  E. 
India  Station.]  D.T.C.  1.  270-271 

1782  Jan.  6  Informs  B.  that  the  well  in  the  Round  Tower  is  now  open 
and  the  machine  is  being  erected;  the  depth  is  165  feet  to  the  water-level, 
but  there  are  not  more  than  2  ft.  of  water  in  it ;  the  intense  cold  has  broken 
the  large  speculum  of  Herschel’s  20-ft  reflector;  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  hares  in  Windsor  Park,  it  is  proposed  to  plant  a  cabbage  garden  into 
which  they  can  be  admitted  in  times  of  snow;  as  he  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  this  project  asks  B.  what  kind  of  cabbages  will  be  best  for  the 
purpose  and  least  trouble  to  cultivate,  or  if  there  are  other  plants  hares  are 
fond  of  which  will  sow  themselves  and  grow  to  such  a  height  that  the  snow 
will  not  completely  cover  them.  D.T.C.  2.  84-85 

1786  June  18  Has  received  by  Atlas  some  pots  of  plants  sent  by  [John] 
Duncan  [from  Canton],  particularly  an  odoriferous  grass  sent  by  command 
of  the  Queen;  asks  B.  to  arrange  for  their  removal  to  Kew;  Capt.  [Allen] 
Cooper  has  brought  for  B.  a  large  quantity  of  paper  which  has  been  sent 
to  India  House ;  encloses  order  for  the  removal  of  the  plants. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  69 
1786  Sept.  27  Major  Price,  one  of  the  King’s  Equerries,  wishes  for  some 
seed  of  the  Racine  de  Disette  [ Beta  alba ]  for  his  farm,  and  requests 
B.  to  provide  some  when  he  receives  his  supply  of  seed  from  France; 
Gen.  Roy  has  had  a  display  of  blue  lights,  one  at  Shooter’s  Hill,  the  other 
at  Nettlebed;  he  attended  upon  the  King  and  Queen  all  the  evening  from 
7  p.m.  till  9.30;  at  the  two  stations  120  lb.  of  the  composition  were  used 
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and  some  very  fine  rockets  were  fired;  the  lights  at  Shooters  Hill  were 
faintly  seen  from  Windsor,  but  those  at  Nettlebed  were  very  fine;  great 
preparations  are  being  made  for  the  reception  of  the  Archduke  of  Austria, 
who  is  expected  to-morrow.  D.T.C.  5.  78-79 

8.  Windsor  1788  Nov.  7  Informs  B.  of  the  King’s  illness;  there  is  no  danger  to  life, 

but  the  mind  is  affected,  and  in  a  severe  degree ;  it  has  been  coming  on  for 
some  time,  but  became  acute  a  few  days  ago ;  the  greatest  distress  prevails 
in  the  family  and  all  the  household.  D.T.C.  6.  86 

9.  Windsor  1788  Nov.  10  Sends  the  official  bulletin  from  Queen’s  Lodge,  Nov.  10, 

that  the  King  had  a  quieter  night,  with  some  sleep  at  intervals;  can  only 
send  official  accounts  as  all  private  communication  with  the  Lodge  is  cut 
off;  two  Gentlemen  of  the  Bedchamber  are  ordered  to  answer  enquiries, 
and  one  is  to  be  in  waiting  at  St.  James’s  for  the  same  purpose.  D.  T.C.  6. 87 

10.  Soho  Square  1789  Feb.  23  *  The  Committee  of  Papers  at  R.S.  have  ordered  that 

McLeen’s  paper  be  deposited  in  the  archives  and  not  printed ;  congratula¬ 
tions  on  the  King’s  recovery;  has  recently  seen  him  when  he  attended  at 
his  garden  and  farm  and  gave  his  orders  as  usual ;  he  is  lighter,  more  agile, 
and  walks  much;  he  hopes  he  will  not  intervene  in  affairs  of  State  for  fear 
of  a  relapse.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  696 

11.  Windsor  1795  Mar.  15  In  January  last,  when  he  was  unpacking  the  presents  sent 

by  the  Emperor  of  China,  the  Queen  said  that  the  collection  will  probably 
all  be  kept  together;  he  would  like  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  it,  and  if 
H.M.  places  it  in  one  of  the  unoccupied  houses  used  to  lodge  the 
nobility,  when  they  attend  the  Windsor  galas,  and  if  he  and  his  family 
were  permitted  to  five  in  it  when  it  is  not  wanted  for  H.M.’s  friends,  it 
would  be  a  great  saving  as  the  rents  and  taxes  of  houses  at  Windsor  are 
higher  than  he  can  afford ;  has  had  very  little  to  do,  as  the  middle  classes 
cannot  now  afford  physicians  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  necessaries,  and 
those  who  can  afford  it  are  in  town;  his  future  prospects  seem  very  dis¬ 
quieting;  has  invented  a  new  foot-scraper  for  the  Frogmore  Garden  and 
will  present  one  to  Miss  Banks.  D.T.C.  9.  203-204 


LINDLEY,  John,  F.R.S.  (1799-1865).  Botanist 
1.  [Spring  1819  Sept.  14  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  he  is  likely  to  go  as  botanist  on 

Grove]  tfie  Russian  voyage  of  discovery;  suggests  terms  and  conditions  for  him. 

Brown  Corr.  1.  19 


LINK,  Heinrich  Friedrich  (1767-1851).  Botanist 

1.  Rostock  1801  June  25  Sends  a  dissertation  on  the  genus  Ornithopus  which  he 
offers  for  the  Transactions  of  the  Linnean  Society;  sends  also  some  speci¬ 
mens  for  B.’s  Herbarium  which  he  considers  the  best  place  for  unknown 
species;  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to  B.’s  collection  when  investiga¬ 
ting  the  plants  of  Portugal ;  returns  thanks  for  the  additional  volume  of 
B.’s  library  catalogue.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  84 

LINNfi,  Carl  von  (Carolus  Linnaeus),  F.R.S.  (1707-1778).  Naturalist 

x.  Uppsala  1771  Aug.  8  A  laudatory  letter  addressed  to  the  immortal  B.  who  is  not 
only  the  glory  of  England  but  of  the  whole  world;  all  botanists  should 
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erect  a  statue  to  B.,  more  enduring  than  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt;  regrets 
that  he  is  too  old  to  see  the  day  when,  as  he  earnestly  hopes,  all  B.’s 
treasures  will  be  displayed  to  the  public.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  33 

2.  Uppsala  1774  June  23  Sends  his  best  thanks  for  the  copy  of  the  Voyages  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere ;  regrets  that  he  will  never  see  the  plants  collected  by 
B. ;  mentions  the  jerboa  in  Yol.  3,  but  complains  that  it  lacks  an  accurate 
description  of  the  number  and  nature  of  the  milk  teeth.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  92 


LINNE,  Carl  von,  the  Younger  (1741-1783).  Naturalist 

1.  Uppsala  x  778  May  24  Recommends  Rotheram,  an  Englishman  who  has  studied 

and  taken  his  degree  at  Uppsala;  compliments  B.  on  his  work,  of  which  he 
has  seen  the  beginning  [i.e.  some  of  the  plates]  at  Alstroemer’s  ( q.v .) ;  hopes 
that  he  will  use  his  father’s  system ;  hopes  also  he  received  the  plants  sent 
through  Troil.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  177 

2.  Uppsala  1778  June  12  Sends  B.  the  first  edition  of  his  father’s  Sy sterna  Naturae 

and  hopes  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  send  the  Supplement,  containing  a 
description  of  Banksia.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094  178 

3.  Soho  Square  1778  Dec.  5  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  first  edition  of  his  father’s  Systema; 

he  has  invariably  studied  the  rules  of  the  system  under  Solander ;  has  been 
engaged  upon  having  his  plants  engraved,  and  has  now  about  550  plates; 
the  plants  sent  by  Troil  are  lost,  as  the  ship  has  not  been  heard  of ;  requests 
that  he  may  have  as  many  as  possible  of  the  collection  of  [Jose  Celestino] 
Mutis  as  can  be  spared.  [Pub.  by  J.  E.  Smith,  Correspondence  of  Linnaeus, 
2.  574-575.]  Linnaeus  Corr.  1.  330 

4.  Uppsala  1779  July  2§  Will  divide  with  B.  a  collection  of  plants  made  in  America 

by  Mutis.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  226-227 

5.  Utrecht  1782  Nov.  16  Reports  on  the  state  of  Botany  in  Paris  and  Holland;  gives 

news  of  Commerson,  Sonnerat,  Dombey  and  Jussieu.  [Swedish.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  90-91 

6.  Soho  Square  1782  Dec.  30  *  Returns  thanks  for  information  about  Calligonum  which 

has  enabled  him  to  correct  an  error ;  has  many  specimens  of  Pimento ;  an 
error  in  [Patrick]  Browne’s  [Nat.  Hist,  of]  Jamaica-,  the  generation  of  eels. 
[Pub.  by  J.  E.  Smith,  Correspondence  of  Linnaeus,  2.  576-577.] 

Linnaeus  Corr.  1.  331 

7.  Uppsala  1783  Apl.  30  On  his  journey  home,  he  saw  several  small  collections  at 

Hamburg  and  met  Fabricius  in  Kiel;  saw  fine  collections  in  Copenhagen; 
gives  particulars  and  makes  enquiry  as  to  certain  plants ;  has  just  sent  a 
young  botanist  [Olof]  Swartz  to  collect  plants  in  W.  Indies;  Hornstedt 
has  left  for  Batavia  for  the  same  purpose ;  asks  for  a  copy  of  Capt.  Cook’s 
First  Voyage  if  published;  gives  news  of  publications  by  Sonnerat,  Sparr- 
man  and  Thunberg;  Konig  has  sent  a  collection  of  500  dried  plants  to  the 
Empress  of  Russia  for  which  he  expects  a  pension  and  has  applied  for  it; 
promises  not  to  forget  a  cookery-book  for  B.’s  ladies.  [Attached  is  a  printed 
notice  of  the  death  of  Linne  (jun.),  1st  Nov.  1783,  aged  43].  [Swedish.] 

B.M.  Add.  Ls.8095.  1 99-20 1 


544 


LINTON,  John  (1751-1802  +  )  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Frieston  1790  Mar.  5  He  hopes  that  another  voyage  will  be  undertaken  to  obtain 


2.  Frieston 

Bread-fruit  and  make  discoveries,  and  that  B.  will  have  the  power  to 
nominate  some  of  the  officers;  asks  him  to  use  his  influence  in  favour  of 
William  Trollope,  whose  qualifications  and  services  he  describes. 

Halliday ,  209,  150 

1794  Apl.  3  Thanks  B.  for  sending  him  the  resolutions  of  the  meeting  in 

London  for  the  defence  scheme  for  Lincolnshire;  to  follow  this  good 
example,  a  meeting  has  been  held  in  Boston  and  about  £100  subscribed. 

Lindsey.  11.  2.  12 

3.  Frieston 

1796  Nov.  11  Description  of  the  mob  of  rioters  at  Boston.  [See  Fydell, 

Thomas,  No.  1.]  Lindsey.  3.  1.  14 

4.  Frieston 

1796  Nov.  27  Returns  thanks  for  information  on  the  Militia  Acts  and  the 

raising  of  Volunteer  Cavalry;  the  procedure  is  very  complex  and  he  finds 
the  Acts  very  difficult  to  interpret.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  31 

5.  [Frieston 

1797  Apl.  — ]  Congratulates  B.  on  his  Commission  [in  the  Supplemental 

Militia] ;  there  are  provisions  in  the  Militia  Act  for  men  raised  before  the 
statutory  returns  had  been  sent  in ;  enrolment  in  the  Riding  of  Kesteven ; 
discusses  county  affairs,  including  the  barley  harvest  and  prices,  the 
Blankney  Embankment  Act,  and  the  meeting  of  the  Witham  Commis¬ 
sioners.  Lindsey.  3.  2.  26 

6.  Frieston 

1802  May  22  Informs  B.  that  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Boston  have 

subscribed  5  guineas  and  Dr.  Harrison  of  Horncastle  one  guinea,  to  the 

memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.  Wellcome.  67766.  (28) 

LINUSSIO,  Lorenzo  Luigi.  Geologist 

1.  Tolmezzo  1818  Aug.  4  A  long  dissertation  on  some  new  geological  theories  and 
their  refutation;  summarizes  a  new  theory  under  four  headings,  “sustained 
with  the  greatest  possible  vehemence,  by  Lamarck”;  advocates  the 
principles  previously  accepted  and  “hallowed  by  philosophy”.  [Italian. \ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  92-98 

LISTON  ( nee  MARCH  ANT),  Henrietta  (d.  1828).  Wife  of  Sir  Robert  Liston 

1.  Constanti-  1820  May  10  She  has  sent  B.  a  box  containing  a  specimen  of  each  kind 


nople 

of  flower  she  received  from  Angora;  if,  on  her  return  to  Scotland,  she 
finds  better  specimens  she  will  send  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  217 

LITTLE,  — 

1.  Edinburgh 

1805  July  23  As  B.  was  a  patron  of  the  late  Rev.  George  Law,  and  as  his 

manuscripts  have  been  pirated  by  Dr.  Barry,  he  encloses  a  vindication  of 
his  memory  by  one  who  knew  him  and  all  the  facts  of  the  case ;  the  writer 
of  this  cannot  disclose  his  name,  as  he  is  a  dependant  of  Dr.  Barry’s  friends, 
so  he  has  adopted  the  pseudonym  “Incola  Orcadensis”;  he  asks  B.,  in 
justice  to  Law,  to  have  it  published  in  some  magazine.  [The  enclosure  is 
B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  212-213 ;  see  Appendix,  No.  23.] 

Dawson  MS.  45.  22 

LIVERPOOL,  1st  Earl  of — See  Jenkinson,  Charles. 
LIVERPOOL,  2nd  Earl  of — See  Jenkinson,  Robert  Banks. 


35— b.l. 
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LLANDAFF,  Bishop  of — See  Watson,  Richard. 
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4.  [Revesby 
Abbey 

5.  [Revesby 
Abbey 


6.  [Soho 
Square] 

7.  Hafodunos 


8.  Soho  Square 


9.  Soho  Square 


[O.  Hafodunos 


R.S.  (1748-1815) 

1 775(  ^ #  Invites  L.  to  accompany  him  by  coach  to  visit  [Capt. 
William]  Shuttleworth  and  to  return  to  his  house  to  dine  with  Lord 
Seaforth.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  15 

1775]  May  23  *  The  rods  [for  some  instrument]  have  a  material  error  in 
construction  which  must  be  remedied.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  8 
1775  Oct.  — ]  *  As  he  is  out  of  town,  requests  L.  to  undertake  a  com¬ 
mission  for  Lord  Mulgrave,  namely  to  obtain  a  Foxon’s  Log  sent  from 
Whitby,  a  Nautical  Almanack  and  a  micrometer  telescope  from  Ramsden, 
and  send  them  to  Lord  M.  on  board  H.M.S.  Ardent  at  Portsmouth. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  124 15.  10 
1775  Oct.  — ]  *  Wishes  L.  would  write  and  report  what  he  has  done  for 
Lord  Mulgrave’s  requirements.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  11 

1 775  Oct.  — ]  *  If  the  Foxon’s  Log  from  Whitby  is  not  available,  desires 
L.  to  obtain  a  new  one  from  the  makers  and  to  send  it  immediately  to  Lord 
Mulgrave;  urges  him  to  press  Ramsden  [for  the  telescope];  B.  has  also 
written  to  Ramsden.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  16 

1778  Jan.  6  *  Invitation  in  the  name  of  the  Royal  Society  Club,  to  dine 
at  the  Devil  Tavern.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  17 

1778  Oct.  1  Is  surprised  that  B.  is  not  satisfied  that  the  bulbous  plant  he 
sent  is  Bulbocodium ;  the  leaves  answer  the  description  perfectly ;  has  been 
on  a  ship  to  Whitehaven  to  see  a  black-lead  mine ;  there  is  one  pit,  90  yards 
deep;  in  some  places  the  lead  is  abundant  and  pure,  in  others  thin;  about 
400  barrels  of  84  lb.  will  be  raised  before  the  works  are  shut  down;  a 
store  of  the  best  quality  lead  is  kept  to  supply  the  pencil-makers ;  is  charmed 
with  the  scenery  of  Cumberland ;  Mr.  Banks  of  Kingston  is  going  abroad 
and  asks  for  letters  to  Naples  from  Lord  Seaforth;  as  he  has  no  means  of 
executing  this  commission,  asks  B.  to  do  it  for  him.  D.T.C.  1.  214-216 

1779  Feb.  4  *  Comments  on  the  rebellion  of  the  Welsh  against  the 
encroachment  on  their  commons;  “poor  old  England  is  made  a  sacrifice 
to  iniquitous  ambition  of  an  iniquitous  Admiralty  Baronet”  [Sir  Hugh 
Palliser],  for  whom  Adm.  Keppel  sacrificed  his  honour. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  18 
1779  Nov.  5  *  Thanks  L.  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  to  recover  the 
bottle  belonging  to  Baume  [Antoine  Baume,  French  chemist],  which  he 
will  send  to  him;  cannot  venture  £30  on  a  collection  of  Insects;  will  give 
letters  of  introduction  to  L.’s  friends  who  are  going  to  France. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  19 
1779  Nov.  15  Thanks  B.  for  his  kind  offer  to  recommend  his  friends  to 
Count  Lauraguais ;  he  would  not  ask  for  introductions  for  any  but  persons 
he  knew  and  trusted ;  they  have  gone  to  fulfil  their  parole,  but  after  they 
started  a  letter  arrived  permitting  a  further  delay  of  three  months; 
Solander  and  Greville  are  neglectful  correspondents;  has  some  fine 
minerals  for  the  latter;  has  had  no  income  for  a  year,  rents  being  all  in 
arrear;  the  distress  in  the  country  is  terrible;  has  seen  the  very  neat 
Herbarium  of  Mrs.  Egerton  of  Oulton,  Cheshire ;  her  husband  is  making 
great  improvements  in  his  garden  and  shrubbery  and  [James]  Lee  has  lost 
a  good  job  by  neglecting  to  answer  his  letters.  D.T.C.  1.  272-274 
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1 1 .  Soho  Square 


12.  Soho  Square 


13.  Soho  Square 


14.  Hafodunos 


15.  Bry  y  Pys 


16.  Soho  Square 


17.  Soho  Square 


18.  Soho  Square 


19.  Wickiver 


1780  Feb.  23  *  In  the  matter  of  Baume’s  bottle,  “your  Liverpool  prize 
agents  act  like  a  parcel  of  swine”;  Lord  Seaforth  has  lost  his  wife  and  has 
sent  out  mourning  rings ;  he  regrets  Lee’s  negligence  and  will  see  that  he 
attends  to  Egerton’s  orders;  Lord  Mahon  has  published  a  book  on 
Electricity.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales ,  MS.  1241 5.  20 

1780  Apl.  15  *  Lord  Mulgrave  is  seriously  ill  and  is  being  attended  by 
Dr.  Blagden;  asks  if  it  is  possible  for  him  to  procure  Saxifraga  umbrosa 
when  he  goes  to  Ireland;  news  of  the  R.S.  Clubs  (“Mitre”  and  “Devil”), 
and  of  friends.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  21 

1780  Aug.  20  *  Has  written  to  Lord  Mulgrave  sending  L.’s  petition, 
“backed  with  what  little  interest  I  may  have”. 

Nat.  Lib  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  22 

1780  Aug.  29  Describes  an  earthquake  shock,  which  he  accurately  timed ; 

he  was  almost  shaken  from  his  seat;  the  shock  lasted  one  second,  but  a 
rumbling  like  thunder,  4  seconds ;  the  barometer  which  has  been  for  some 
days  at  29.57  did  not  change;  the  sky  was  clear  and  the  sun  hot;  some 
members  of  the  household,  who  were  walking  on  the  terrace,  felt  the  ground 
shake  under  them;  “you  cut  a  most  preposterous  figure  in  the  Racing 
Calendar  as  Steward  for  Lincoln”.  D.T.C.  1.  298-299 

1781  Jan.  28  Is  staying  with  [Richard  Parry]  Price  where  he  has  been 
since  the  Play- week  at  Wynnstay;  Colman  fell  short  of  Garrick  but  Mrs. 
Bunbury  fell  short  of  no  one;  the  theatre  was  elegant  and  the  scenery 
superior  to  any,  much  of  it  the  work  of  Sandby;  has  been  collecting 
information  as  to  what  places  felt  the  earthquake;  Price  is  most  grateful 
to  Lord  Mulgrave  and  B.  for  their  interest  on  behalf  of  his  son;  Price  has 
added  to  his  museum  and  menagerie ;  [Sir  Ashton]  Lever  has  the  reversion 
of  his  museum;  Price  desires  to  become  F.R.S.;  sends  a  certificate  and 
requests  him  to  obtain  signatures,  although  he  is  not  expected  as  President 
to  sign  it;  [Price  was  elected,  3  May  1781];  his  (L.’s)  father  has  handed 
over  part  of  his  estate  to  him ;  [the  Rev.  Hugh]  Davies  has  found  Asparag  u 
in  Anglesey  where  it  has  not  been  seen  since  the  time  of  Lhwyd ;  sends  the 
Wynnstay  ticket  [invitation-card]  etched  by  Bunbury.  D.T.C.  2.  8-10 

[1781]  Feb.  1  *  Price’s  certificate  [for  R.S.]  was  read  and  signed  by  B., 
Solander  and  Hunter;  his  account  of  earthquakes  will  be  read  [at  R.S.] 
in  due  course;  his  sister  is  grateful  for  the  ticket  of  Sir  W.  W.  W.  [Sir 
Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  Bart.]  and  would  like  those  for  previous  years. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  14 

1782  Jan.  10  #  The  R.S.  session  begins  with  a  paper  by  Herschel  on  the 
Double  Stars ;  sends  thanks  to  Fitzmaurice  for  his  invitation  to  Wales. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  23 
1782  June  16  *  Emotion  at  the  death  [of  Solander];  wishes  to  procure 
the  so-called  “Lemon-tree”;  Crataegus  aria  from  Penmaenmawr;  will  be 
at  Revesby  from  the  first  week  in  Sept,  to  the  first  in  Nov. ;  invites  L.  to 
come  in  the  third  week  of  Sept,  when  Dr.  Kaye  and  Mr.  Grimm  are  coming 
to  draw  Tattershall  Castle,  etc.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  24 

1782  June  30  Will  certainly  come  to  Revesby;  has  just  returned  from 
Snowdon  and  is  sending  a  box  of  plants  collected  there  for  B.,  Aiton  and 
Lee;  list  of  plants  collected  or  observed;  will  go  in  search  of  Crataegus. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  154 
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20.  Wickiver  1782Aug.ro  Has  had  influenza  which  delayed  his  visit  to  Penmaenmawr 

in  search  of  Crataegus ;  the  place  where  it  grows  is  on  a  precipice,  very 
dangerous  and  difficult  of  access,  but  he  has  managed  to  obtain  some 
specimens;  has  dined  with  Pennant,  whose  son  was  born  on  the  same  day; 
harvest  prospects;  Englefield  intends  to  tour  Wales  but  is  deterred  by  an 
epidemic  in  Caernarvonshire.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  168 

[1783]  Sept.  26  *  Has  long  been  expecting  the  fulfilment  of  L.’s  definite 
engagement  to  visit  Revesby;  will  be  there  for  a  month,  but  the  season  for 
drawing  will  be  over  when  the  frosts  begin.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  9 

1783  Nov.  16  His  neighbour  [John  Wynne]  Griffith,  a  young  man  now 
at  Cambridge  and  an  enthusiastic  botanist,  desires  to  be  introduced  to  B. ; 
requests  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  see  B.’s  Herbarium  and  Kew;  has 
permission  to  examine  Sir  Kenelm  Digby’s  library  with  B.’s  list  of 
desiderata.  D.T.C.  3.  162 

23.  [Soho  Square  1783  Dec.  — ]  *  Two  men  flew  from  Paris  27  miles  in  two  hours  in  a 
“globe  filld  with  inflammable  air’’;  [the  brothers  Charles  in  a  hydrogen 
balloon] ;  afterwards  one  of  them  reached  a  height  at  which  the  barometer 
fell  from  28.4  to  18.10  and  the  thermometer  to  21. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  13 

24.  Soho  Square  1784  Jan.  14  *  As  a  physician  is  required  to  settle  in  L.’s  town,  recom¬ 
mends  Dr.  Ker  [Karr] ;  Blanchard  and  Jeffries’s  channel  flight  in  a 
balloon;  a  comet  discovered  by  the  French. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  25 


25.  Soho  Square  1785  Mar.  24  *  Anecdote  of  L.’s  unfulfilled  promise  of  game  to  the  King; 

there  was  a  contested  election  for  the  clerkship  of  R.S.;  Gilpin  was 
elected;  the  physician  [Dr.  Karr]  has  settled  in  Huntingdon;  was  expecting 
to  see  a  balloon  pass  over,  but  a  snowstorm  obscured  it. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  26 


26.  Soho  Square 

27.  Spring 
Grove 


28.  Soho  Square 


29.  Soho  Square 


30.  [Soho 
Square] 


1785  Dec.  23  #  Asks  for  return  of  the  muff  lent  last  winter  and  of  two 

insects  lent  from  his  cabinet.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  27 

1786  Aug.  19  *  Returns  thanks  for  present  of  grouse;  Herschel  has  gone 
to  Germany  to  present  a  telescope  to  Gottingen  University;  Herschel’s 
40-ft.  telescope  is  nearing  completion;  in  his  absence  his  sister  Caroline 
discovered  a  comet ;  Roy’s  instrument  is  not  yet  finished,  as  an  accident  in 
Ramsden’s  workshop  has  necessitated  reworking  the  divisions  from  the 
beginning;  is  leaving  for  Revesby  on  the  30th. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  28 

1786  Nov.  20  *  Proposed  legislation  on  wool  is  resented  and  opposed 
by  the  growers;  encloses  a  pamphlet  written  by  a  Lincolnshire  grazier 
exposing  its  tyranny.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  29 

1786  Nov.  25  *  Destruction  of  sheep  by  foxes;  classical  scholarship  on 

the  Continent  is  inferior  to  that  of  English  Universities;  Heyne  at  Got¬ 
tingen  is  a  good  scholar,  and  now  that  the  Princes  are  there  it  is  likely  to 
become  popular.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  30 

1787  Mar.  23  *  Is  aggrieved  at  having  received  no  reply  to  his  long  letter 

of  Nov.  20  on  the  Wool  Bill,  nor  to  that  of  the  25th  on  the  destruction  of 
sheep  and  on  education  on  the  Continent;  can  only  attribute  this  to  great 
laxity  of  the  Welsh  postmasters.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  31 
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31.  Ruthin  1787  Oct.  18  Is  on  a  visit  in  this  place  and  has  just  heard  of  the  death 

of  Carter  Thelwal;  on  the  Duke  of  Ancaster’s  estate  8  miles  from  Llan- 
roost,  a  Roman  villa  has  been  discovered;  the  hypocaust  was  destroyed 
before  it  was  known  what  it  was,  but  the  rest  is  in  good  state;  asks  B.  to 
obtain  the  Duke’s  permission  to  excavate  and  investigate  the  site;  every 
care  will  be  taken  to  avoid  doing  damage ;  hopes  the  fair  [at  Revesby]  and 
the  Stuff  Ball  [Wool  Ball]  will  be  as  agreeable  as  ever. 

D.T.C.  5.  270-271 


32.  Soho  Square 


33.  Hafodunos 


34.  Revesby 
Abbey 


35.  Revesby 
Abbey 


36.  Revesby 
Abbey 


37.  [Soho 
Square] 


1788  May  24  *  Has  received  the  box  of  plants  from  Snowdon  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition;  has  divided  them  between  Aiton  and  Dixon  [Dickson], 
the  latter  having  all  the  Mosses;  regrets  he  left  plants  of  Anthericum 
serotinum  as  other  botanists  will  certainly  take  them ;  the  Duke  of  Ancaster 
frequently  asks  what  L.  has  found  and  what  excavations  he  has  made,  and 
wonders  at  being  given  no  information. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  32 

1788  Aug.  13  Has  returned  from  a  tour  of  Staffa,  Iona  and  Mull;  at 
Artoun  in  Mull  he  found  basaltic  pillars;  if  the  place  is  not  known  to  B., 
will  write  a  detailed  account  of  it,  having  made  drawings  on  the  spot; 
geological  observations  in  the  N.  of  Ireland ;  Kirwan  seems  quite  lost  and 
discontented  in  Ireland;  if  his  daughters  were  settled  he  would  probably 
return  to  England.  D.T.C.  6.  61-62 

1788  Aug.  23  *  Has  not  seen  Artoun  in  Mull,  and  has  never  heard  of 
basaltic  pillars  resting  upon  coal  and  much  desires  an  account  of  them  for 
R.S.;  has  seen  the  Whyun  Dykes  and  has  good  drawings  of  them;  the 
dredging  of  the  Witham  has  produced  many  Roman  and  Danish  anti¬ 
quities  ;  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  is  still  asking  about  the  excavations  on  his 
estate.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  33 

1788  Aug.  31  #  The  matter  concerning  American  wheat  L.  enquires 
about  has  not  to  do  with  the  price  or  the  Liverpool  merchants,  but  is  the 
fact  that  it  is  infested  with  two  species  of  insects  which  are  at  present 
unknown  in  England  and  will  be  a  terrible  pest  if  introduced ;  was  asked 
by  Government  to  report  on  it,  and  in  consequence  of  the  report  no 
suspected  wheat  is  allowed  to  be  moved,  so  that  a  very  large  accumulation 
has  resulted;  asks  again  for  news  of  his  excavations  on  the  Ancaster  estate. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  34 

[1788]  Oct.  27  *  There  are  rumours  of  the  engagement  of  Pelham 
[Charles  Anderson  P.,  afterwards  Earl  of  Yarborough]  to  Miss  Carter;  the 
Wool  Ball1  was  well  attended  but  the  catering  bad  and  dear;  has  had  to 
abandon  opening  a  tumulus  at  Tathwell  owing  to  an  attack  of  gout. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  E.  57 

1788  Nov.  30  *  Has  consulted  many  medical  friends  on  the  cure  for  a 
bite  of  a  mad  dog;  they  all  agree  that  nothing  of  real  importance  has  been 
discovered  of  late ;  the  Ormskirk  medicine  is  out  of  repute ;  such  nostrums 
are  never  efficacious  except  upon  the  imagination. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  35 


1  The  Wool  Ball  was  first  held  at  Alford  in  1785;  it  was  an  annual  event  and  from  1789  was  held  in  Lincoln, 
where  it  was  under  the  patronage  of  Lady  Banks.  Its  object  was  to  encourage  local  manufacture,  the  ladies  wearing 
wool  gowns  woven  in  the  county,  a  different  colour  being  chosen  for  each  year. 
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38.  Hafodunos  1790  Apl.  19  Introduces  “our  Welch  Linnaeus”  [the  Rev.  Hugh] 

Davies,  Rector  of  Aber  and  formerly  of  Beaumaries;  his  stay  in  London 
will  be  short  and  he  is  a  shy  man;  hopes  B.  will  introduce  him  to  his 
botanical  friends;  offers  a  specimen  of  Phallus  impudicus  found  by  [John 
Wynne]  Griffith  near  Mold.  D.T.C.  7.  103 

1790  Nov.  26-28  Has  some  fossil  fir-cones  found  near  Pennant’s  house 
[at  Downing,  Flintshire]  in  a  vein  of  lead-ore,  and  some  pieces  of  the  wood 
with  rings  of  galena  surrounding  it ;  Griffith  has  been  to  Llanberis,  where 
he  has  found  every  plant  mentioned  by  the  old  botanists  in  the  very  places 
of  their  habitat ;  he  has  a  fine  collection  in  his  garden  and  if  Aiton  sends  a 
list  of  desiderata,  the  plants  shall  be  sent  to  him ;  another  rumbling  which 
he  believes  to  be  an  earthquake  happened  when  he  was  on  the  road  from 
Denbigh,  but  being  on  horseback,  could  not  take  observations ;  asks  for  a 
plant  of  Pelargonium  triste  and  the  honeysuckle  promised  by  Lady  Banks. 

D.T.C.  7.  1 72-1 74 

40.  Soho  Square  1791  June  16  *  Wishes  to  procure  a  Shetland  sheep  with  fine  silky  wool, 

either  white  or  black;  wishes  L.  to  attend  the  shearing,  or  rather  plucking 
of  these  sheep,  so  as  to  inform  him  how  this  is  performed;  wishes  to 
procure  Shetland  stockings  which  are  said  to  be  finer  and  warmer  than 
others,  and  as  he  suffers  from  gout  requires  enough  to  last  several  years. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  12415.  36 

41.  Soho  Square  1791  Nov.  16*  Thanks  L.  for  the  services  rendered  on  his  Shetland 

expedition;  the  measurement  of  the  base-line  on  Hounslow  Heath  is 
completed ;  oak-leaves  affected  by  galls ;  wants  information  about  work  on 
the  River  Dee,  as  a  similar  undertaking  is  about  to  be  made  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  E.pa 

42.  [Soho  Square  1791 — ]#  Dixon  [Dickson]  who  is  well  informed  about  the  nidi  of 

insects  that  adhere  to  trees,  says  that  the  substances  adhering  to  the  oak 
leaves  sent  are  the  nidi  of  insects ;  they  have  been  figured,  but  the  insect 
that  produces  them  has  not  been  described ;  suggests  that  Mr.  [Rev.  Hugh] 
Davies  should  breed  some  of  them  and  so  promote  a  knowledge  of  their 


43 


[Soho 

Square] 


life-history. 
1793  Mar.  14  * 
democrats  and 


44.  Soho  Square  1795  Apl.  20 


Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  12 
Aiton  is  dead  and  is  succeeded  by  his  son;  activities  of 
Friends  of  the  People”. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  E.11 
David  Pennant  has  given  an  account  of  the  riots  in 
Denbigh  and  their  ostensible  cause ;  the  raising  of  the  Militia  caused  riots 
in  many  counties ;  extremely  high  price  of  corn ;  harvest  prospects  are  very 
good;  great  floods  in  the  Cambridgeshire  Fens;  the  continuation  of  Roy’s 
measurement,  by  Col.  Villiers,  to  be  printed  in  the  next  Phil.  Trans. ; 
Herschel  is  giving  an  account  of  his  instruments  [at  R.S.];  is  glad  to  hear 
that  Williams’s  map,  to  which  he  subscribed  nearly  20  years  ago,  is  soon 
to  appear.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  37 

45.  Soho  Square  1795  June  21  *  Rejoices  to  hear  that  Wales  is  now  peaceable  and  con¬ 
gratulates  L.  and  his  fellow  magistrates  for  their  judicious  conduct;  is 
about  to  visit  Derbyshire  before  going  to  Revesby;  the  frost  was  so  severe 
that  the  furze  on  Hounslow  Heath  was  killed,  but  it  is  now  springing  again 
from  the  roots;  crosses  with  Spanish  sheep. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  38 
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46.  [Soho  Square  1795  July  23]  *  Returns  thanks  for  congratulations  [on  his  Order  of  the 

Bath] ;  intends  to  arrive  at  Overton  on  Aug.  18th,  set  out  for  Revesby  on  the 
30th,  fish  in  the  Witham  on  Sept.  2nd,  attend  Lincoln  Races  on  the  9th  and 
return  to  Revesby  on  the  12th  for  the  rest  of  the  autumn;  invites  L.  to  join 
his  party;  late  harvest.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  39 

47.  Overton  1795  Aug.  25  *  Directions  for  travelling  from  Sleaford  to  join  the  fishing- 

party  at  Dog  Dyke.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  40 


48.  Revesby 
Abbey 


49.  Cronbane, 
nr. 

Rathdrum 


50.  Cronbane 


51.  [Soho 
Square] 


1795  Oct.  9  *  The  report  of  gold  found  in  Ireland  is  true;  Marsden’s 
brother  was  there  and  sent  an  account  of  it;  description,  ownership  and 
tenure  of  the  site ;  enquires  about  the  mineral  called  clunch  and  the  strata 
in  which  it  occurs;  soon  after  L.  left  Revesby  he  began  searching  for 
springs  and  was  lucky  enough  to  rediscover  one  found  by  his  father  40 
years  ago,  and  has  since  found  more  to  supply  his  ponds. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  41 

1795  Nov.  4  The  recent  important  discovery  in  Ireland  and  a  desire  to 
visit  the  Copper  Mine  at  this  place,  decided  him  to  accompany  his  friend 
Mr.  Mills  the  director  of  the  Copper  Mines;  describes  the  geographical 
position  and  physical  features  of  the  place  where  gold  has  been  found  in 
Co.  Wicklow;  the  gravelly  beds  through  which  a  brook  flows  have  been 
turned  over  and  washed  by  hundreds  of  peasants,  often  300  women  and 
countless  children  at  a  time ;  Mills,  who  is  familiar  with  the  district,  will 
give  a  full  geological  description ;  the  gold  has  been  found  in  masses,  from 
a  few  grains  to  5  oz. ;  one  piece  of  22  oz.  has  been  given  to  the  King ;  he 
was  told  that  about  25  years  ago  a  schoolmaster  named  Dunaghao 
[O’Donoghue]  used  to  go  at  daybreak  to  search  for  treasure  on  the  site;  is 
informed  too  that  a  goldsmith  in  Dublin  has  every  year  bought  4  or  5  oz. 
of  gold  for  the  last  1 1  or  12  years  from  a  miner  of  Cronbane. 

D.T.C.  9.  3 1 1-3 14 

1795  Nov.  4  Visited  the  gold  mine  with  Mills  yesterday ;  he  has  suggested 
the  best  way  of  working  it,  if  Government  intend  to  do  so ;  the  place  was 
deserted  except  for  a  few  soldiers  who  were  helping  the  peasants  to  take  up 
their  potatoes ;  one  of  the  officers  accompanied  his  party  to  the  spot  from 
which  great  quantities  of  gold  have  been  taken,  and  he  has  seen  30  to  40 
oz.  of  it,  very  pure ;  the  son  of  Mr.  Weaver,  one  of  the  proprietors,  who  is 
a  pupil  of  Werner  at  Freiberg,  has  analysed  a  sample,  and  found  in  one 
pennyweight,  22\  grains  of  gold  and  iA  grs.  of  silver,  but  no  copper;  he 
(L.)  has  written  a  short  account  to  be  read  at  R.S.,  which  he  will  send  from 
Dublin  in  a  few  days ;  Mills  is  the  proper  person  to  undertake  the  working 
and  he  has  told  him  to  communicate  with  B.,  who  is  likely  to  be  consulted ; 
Lord  Ormond  has  the  royalty  and  a  lease  from  him  to  the  Associated  Irish 
Mine  Company  has  been  drawn  up  of  all  minerals  in  three  parts  of  his 
estate,  and  Lord  Carysfort  has  a  lease  of  the  lands  for  ever;  the  gold  was 
found  by  the  poorest  people  of  the  country.  D.T.C.  9.  315-316 

1795  Nov.  13  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  report  on  the  gold  mine,  which 
he  will  read  to  R.S. ;  awaits  expectantly  [Abraham]  Mills’s  ( q.v .)  minera- 
logical  survey ;  does  not  know  if  he  is  likely  to  be  consulted  by  Government, 
who  at  present  seem  indifferent;  rights  of  the  Crown  in  mines  and  the 
Common  Law.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  124 15.  42 
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52.  Soho  Square  1796  June  28  * 
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56.  Soho  Square 


57.  Soho  Square 


58.  Soho  Square 


59.  [Soho  Square 
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Spring 

Grove 
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Various  news  and  comments;  an  insect  pest  that  destroys 
apple-trees;  Court  news.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  43 

1796  Aug.  16  *  Returns  thanks  for  present  of  grouse;  wishes  L.  success 
if  he  undertakes  the  duties  of  Knight  of  his  Shire;  has  always  declined 
when  pressed  to  stand ;  time-table  for  his  visit  to  Derbyshire  and  Revesby ; 
invites  L.  to  join  him;  Lord  Spencer’s  well  at  Wimbledon  is  sunk  567 
feet  deep  in  clay.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  44 

1796  Sept.  5  *  Regrets  that  L.’s  political  activities  prevented  his  visit 
to  Derbyshire;  submerged  forests  require  proper  investigation;  absurdity 
of  the  social  and  political  aspirations  of  Thomas  Pennant  and  his  son 
David;  Greville  came  to  the  fishing  and  has  now  returned  to  London; 
success  of  his  spring.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  45 

[1796]  Sept.  11  *  The  i9th-2ist  Sept,  being  the  Equinoxial  Tides,  he 
will  be  setting  out  for  Sutton  with  Correia  de  Serra  at  daylight  and  invites 
L.  to  join  them.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  46 

1798  Nov.  5  *  Enquires  if  L.  has  met  “old  Baker  and  his  wife”  who 
formerly  kept  a  grocer’s  shop ;  asks  him  to  tell  Baker  that  he  received  an 
electric  eel  from  the  Governor  of  St.  Vincent,  but  it  did  not  arrive  alive, 
and  that  Baker’s  were  the  only  living  ones  ever  brought  over;  has  just 
returned  from  Revesby.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  E.19 

1798  Nov.  7  *  The  map  enquired  about  belongs  to  a  pamphlet  by  Dr. 
[Christopher]  Packe,  a  “Philosophico-chorographial”  dissertation  on  a 
chart  of  East  Kent ;  thanks  L.  for  giving  Baker  a  guinea  on  his  behalf. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  E.20 

1799  Dec.  26  #  Is  confined  to  his  chair  by  gout  and  has  been  so  for  two 

months;  sympathizes  with  L.  on  his  illness  and  advises  him  to  live  in 
London  so  as  to  have  better  medical  attention ;  effect  of  severe  weather  on 
animals  and  crops.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  E.21 

1800  Feb.  3]  *  Hopes  that  Hemlock  and  Mezereon  will  do  him  good, 
but  warns  him  that  they  are  strong  medicines  and  should  only  be  taken 
under  competent  advice ;  has  had  news  of  Hornemann,  who  thinks  he  will 
have  no  difficulty  in  reaching  Timbuctoo;  end  of  the  century. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  47 

1800  July  22  *  Hopes  L.  will  visit  him  at  Overton,  where  he  will  arrive 
on  Aug.  27  and  remain  for  20  days;  hopes  then  to  see  Hawkins  and  Hail¬ 
stone  on  their  mineralogical  tour;  severe  drought  and  its  effect  on  crops 
and  fruit ;  disapproves  of  Adam  Smith’s  theory  of  freedom  in  trade. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  48 

1801  Aug.  10  *  Invites  L.  again  to  Overton,  where  he  will  be  from  Aug. 
25  to  Sept.  6;  good  harvest;  price  of  corn  still  too  high. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  E.23 

1802  Aug.  7  *  Is  disappointed  that  L.  has  not  paid  his  promised  visit; 
the  Brentford  election  and  other  political  news ;  plans  for  visiting  Overton 
and  Revesby;  the  new  Docks  at  the  Isle  of  Dogs  and  Wapping  are  finished. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  E.24 

[1802]  Aug.  19  *  Has  just  returned  from  Weymouth;  the  King  and  the 
Royal  Family  are  in  excellent  health;  opening  of  the  West  India  Docks; 
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Welsh  lobsters  are  said  to  feed  on  copper;  news  of  Bishop  Horsley, 
Blagden  and  Herschel.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5  E.24a 

64.  [Hafodunos]  1802  Aug.  31  Had  intended  to  set  out  in  a  few  days,  but  a  matter  has 

arisen  for  which  his  presence  is  necessary;  the  Lieutenant  and  Custos 
Rotulorum  of  the  County  wishes  to  move  the  Quarter  Sessions  from 
Denbigh  and  Ruthin,  in  the  centre  of  the  county,  to  Wrexham,  on  the 
extreme  edge  of  it;  a  meeting  has  been  called  and  he  and  his  brother 
magistrates  are  determined  to  defeat  the  proposal ;  he  will  come  to  Revesby 
immediately  after  the  meeting;  his  neighbour  [John  Wynne]  Griffith  ( q.v .) 
has  a  severe  eye-affection,  supposed  to  be  caused  by  some  “stinging 
star- fish-jelly  ”  getting  into  his  eye  while  bathing,  and  was  blind  for  22 
days;  discussion  of  Griffith’s  observation  that  lobster-spawn  turns  into 
periwinkles.  D.T.C.  13.  245-247 

65.  Soho  Square  1803  Nov.  13  *  Has  returned  from  Revesby  and  finds  a  good  supply  of 

papers  for  R.S.  in  spite  of  Napoleon’s  threatened  invasion;  the  only  times 
at  which  it  could  be  carried  out  depend  upon  the  moon  and  the  tides ;  gives 
a  description  of  a  new  milk-churn  at  Revesby,  and  its  mechanism  and 
efficiency.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  E.27 

66.  Soho  Square  1804  Jan.  22  *  He  has  again  been  laid  up  with  gout;  he  notes  L.’s  desire 

to  become  a  Trustee  of  the  British  Museum;  he  has  no  influence  there,  but 
will  help  if  possible;  refers  to  another  Earthquake-shock  in  Wales;  speaks 
of  Dawson  Turner  as  “the  great  sea- weed  man”  [a  reference  to  his 
Monograph  on  Fuci].  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  E.29 

67.  Soho  Square  1805  Aug.  15  *  Returns  thanks  for  gift  of  game;  he  is  better  than 

usual  between  two  fits  of  gout,  and  is  taking  James’s  Powders;  he  has 
tamed  the  Goldfish  in  his  pond  [at  Spring  Grove]  so  that  they  come  to  be 
fed ;  he  is  not  at  all  perturbed  by  the  threatened  invasion  by  Napoleon. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  E.33 

68.  Revesby  1805  Oct.  31  *  Laments  the  death  of  [Alexander]  Aubert;  he  considers 

Abbey  that  sudden  death  is  really  a  blessing  and  far  preferable  to  the  gradual  loss 

of  mental  and  bodily  powers;  describes  the  progress  and  benefits  of  the 
drainage  and  inclosures  in  Lincolnshire  which  have  brought  thousands  of 
acres  of  poor  and  useless  land  into  cultivation ;  this  great  undertaking  will 
detain  him  longer  than  usual  and  he  will  not  be  able  to  return  in  time  for 
the  first  meeting  of  the  session  at  R.S. 


Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  E.34 

69.  Soho  Square  1805  Dec.  19  *  Thanks  for  present  of  woodcocks;  he  is  supplied  with 

these  from  Lincolnshire,  but  would  welcome  moor  game  and  send  wood¬ 
cocks  to  friends  of  L.  in  return;  none  of  his  family  will  appear  as  witnesses 
at  Ruthin  Assizes ;  a  new  theory  on  the  food  of  herrings ;  the  balance  of 
nature ;  has  been  in  bed  more  than  a  month ;  Lord  K[innaird]  on  Northern 
Lights.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  E.35 

70.  Soho  Square  1807  Apl.  30  #  Hopes  for  calm  after  “a  little  Political  Hurricane”,  the 

end  of  the  Whig  administration;  hopes  that  the  new  administration  will 
last  for  his  life  and  that  of  the  King;  has  been  to  Kew;  effects  of  easterly 
winds;  wire- worms  should  be  bred  and  studied  to  ascertain  the  insect  of 
which  they  are  the  larvae  so  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  destroy  it ;  Boletus 
versicolor ,  a  fungus  that  destroys  dead  wood,  is  provided  by  nature  to  clear 
the  earth.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  F.57 
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71.  [Soho  Square  1807  July  16]  *  Is  now  on  vacation;  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  R.S. 

Club  was  marred  by  ill  nature,  and  Lord  Valentia,  who  was  elected,  had 
six  black  balls  although  he  has  done  so  much  to  promote  science;  the 
Observatory  Visitation ;  astronomers’  opinion  that  the  Asteroids  now  seen 
are  fragments  of  a  planet  that  has  been  broken  up ;  new  instruments  have 
been  installed;  hopes  L.  will  visit  him  in  Derbyshire;  intends  to  take  a 
chemist  with  him  to  make  a  trial  of  smelting  lead-ore;  is  having  painting 
and  repairs  at  his  house  which  “will  drive  Mr.  Dry[ander]  out  of  his 
senses”.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  F.69 

72.  Soho  Square  1807  Aug.  15  *  Will  leave  London  on  30th  and  stay  a  week  in  Overton 

on  the  way  to  Revesby;  is  taking  [John]  Farey  with  him  to  report  on  the 
strata  of  his  Derbyshire  estate  for  agricultural  purposes  and  will  go  on  to 
Revesby.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  F.58 

73.  Soho  Square  1808  Jan.  6  *  Is  enraged  at  the  demolition  of  the  spires  of  Lincoln 

Cathedral  and  is  taking  legal  advice  on  obtaining  redress ;  sends  a  question¬ 
naire  on  instances  of  ill-practice  by  Deans  and  Chapters  to  strengthen  his 
case,  and  asks  L.  to  obtain  answers  in  respect  of  as  many  cathedrals  as 
possible ;  has  been  free  from  gout  for  nine  months. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  F.54 

74.  Soho  Square  1808  Nov.  30  *  Has  been  re-elected  for  the  30th  time  to  the  Chair  of 

R.S.;  has  instructed  Britain  [?  Britton]  in  the  method  of  cultivating 
cranberries;  prices  of  corn  and  the  supply;  fall  in  price  of  lead  and  rise  in 
copper;  recommends  a  new  weekly  called  The  Farmer' s  Journal. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  49 

75.  Soho  Square  1810  Aug.  24  *  Encloses  an  order  for  the  delivery  to  L.  of  four  ram 

lambs  and  one  ewe  lamb ;  the  ewe  and  two  rams  for  himself  and  the  other 
two  for  his  friend,  whose  name  he  would  like  to  know;  hopes  to  meet  in 
Derbyshire.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  50 

76.  London  1810  Aug.  23  *  [To  William  Padwick,  Cosham,  nr.  Portsmouth.]  Order 

to  deliver  four  ram  lambs  and  one  ewe  lamb  to  John  Lloyd  from  H.M. 
Merino  sheep  in  his  custody.  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  50 

77.  Soho  Square  1811  Aug.  28  *  Thanks  for  present  of  grouse  and  for  a  Brazilian  coin  for 

his  sister;  instructions  for  raising  early  strawberries;  his  own  at  Revesby 
are  raised  so  as  to  fruit  in  September;  is  about  to  begin  his  journey; 
Farey  is  coming  to  Overton  to  complete  his  survey. 

A Tat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  E.46 

78.  Soho  Square  1811  Nov.  8  *  Has  returned  from  Revesby;  a  very  fine  autumn  which 

yielded  strawberries  and  ripe  figs  throughout  October;  thanks  for  the 
tokens  for  his  sister;  their  issue  should  be  prohibited  by  Parliament; 
Occidental  Planes  were  killed  by  spring  frosts,  but  the  Oriental  survived ;  is 
much  affronted  by  Sir  H.  Englefield’s  circular  letter  canvassing  for  re- 
election  as  President  of  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries  in  opposition  to  Lord 
Aberdeen.  [He  was  not  re-elected.]  Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  51 

79.  Soho  Square  1812  Mar.  31  *  Is  sending  a  parcel  of  seeds  of  the  Imperial  Cabbage  and 

some  plants  from  Fairbairn  [his  gardener  at  Spring  Grove] ;  his  sister 
returns  thanks  for  the  coin  given  to  her ;  Davy  is  about  to  be  married  to  a 
wealthy  wife;  fears  that  “she  will  bring  him  into  Parliament  and  make  a 
fool  of  him”,  but  he  declares  he  will  never  desert  science. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  12415.  E.49 
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Lloyd,  John,  continued 

80.  Soho  Square  1814  Aug.  23  *  Returns  thanks  for  present  of  grouse;  scarcity  of  birds 
by  last  winter’s  snow;  blight  in  wheat;  his  health  better  since  he  began 
taking  magnesia;  effect  of  spurge-juice  on  the  skin. 

Nat.  Lib.  Wales:  MS.  1241 5.  52 


LOESCHNER,  Wenceslaus.  Secretary  to  Count  Trautmannsdorf 

1.  Brussels  1794  Apl.  22  Informs  B.  that  the  copy  of  Dioscorides  is  ready  and  asks 
for  instructions  for  sending  it;  hopes  to  come  to  London  and  to  meet  B. 
at  some  future  date.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  153 


LORGNA,  Antonio,  F.R.S.  (1730-1796).  Mathematician  and  Physicist 

1.  Verona  1783  Mar.  1  Sends  the  first  volume  of  Memoir es  Mathematiques  et 

Physiques  of  the  Society  of  Sciences  which  has  recently  been  founded  by 
his  efforts ;  he  considers  there  is  no  better  way  of  uniting  Italy  than  by  the 
establishment  of  a  general  patriotic  society.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  127 

2.  Verona  1787  Sept.  —  Pie  is  most  grateful  for  the  set  of  Waring’s  works  sent  to 

him  by  B.;  he  regrets  that  he  cannot  respond  with  anything  worthy  of 
acceptance  at  present.  [ See  Soderini.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  469 

3.  Verona  1789  Aug.  5  Explains  that  he  is  Director  of  the  Military  College  and  a 

friend  of  Robert  Richie,  English  Charge  d’Affaires  at  Venice;  he  asks  B. 
to  open  a  packet  he  has  sent  to  [John]  Strange  ( q.v .)  containing  details  of  a 
new  type  of  maps  and  charts  he  has  invented,  and  asks  him  to  bring  them 
to  the  notice  of  the  Admiralty.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  154 


LORT,  Rev.  Michael,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1725-1790).  Antiquary 

1.  Orange  1788  June  20  [From  John  Gray.]  Encloses  a  printed  sheet  from  the 

Street  London  Chronicle  [f.  191],  describing  his  method  of  watering  Flax,  etc., 

which  he  desires  to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  B.  with  a  view  to  its  trial  in 
Lincolnshire.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  189 

2.  [Soho  Square  1788  June  21]  *  Replies  that  Gray’s  method  is  not  new,  as  a  similar 

process  is  used  by  the  Chinese;  he  thinks  that  the  scheme  is  too  hypo¬ 
thetical  and  ought  to  be  put  to  trial  by  Gray  himself ;  his  own  experiments 
of  a  similar  kind  failed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  190 


LOTEN,  John  Gideon,  F.R.S.  (1710-1789).  Governor  of  Ceylon 

1.  [London]  1776  Dec.  14  Describes  the  clever  tricks  performed  in  a  circus  at  Utrecht 

by  a  horse  and  a  Red  Deer  stag;  the  stag  was  of  the  species  that  inhabits 
Java  where  there  are  large  herds;  in  Java  the  Spotted  Deer  are  found  only 
in  paddocks  or  parks;  the  Roebuck,  called  by  the  natives  Keedang,  is 
found  only  in  forests;  comparison  of  the  Keedang  with  the  European 
Roebuck ;  in  Ceylon  there  is  a  large  species,  erroneously  known  as  Eland 
or  Elk  [probably  Cervus  unicolor,  the  Sambar  or  Rusa] ;  other  cervines  from 
Ceylon,  Java,  Celebes,  etc.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  62 

D.T.C.  1.  135-137 

2.  London  1780  Nov.  12  Has  seen  a  living  Bird  of  Paradise  and  made  a  drawing  of 

it;  as  it  had  lost  the  tail  feathers,  the  deficiency  was  made  good  from  a 
stuffed  specimen  belonging  to  B. ;  wishes  to  borrow  the  drawing. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  98 
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LOTEN  (nee  COTES),  Letitia  [fl.  1758-1790).  Second  wife  of  J.  G.  Loten 

1.  London  1789  Dec.  29  Asks  if  a  monument  to  Solander  has  been  erected  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  and  if  not,  to  whom  application  should  be  made  for 
permission  to  erect  one.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  365 

LOUDOUN,  Countess  of — See  Campbell,  Flora  Muir. 

LOUGHBOROUGH,  Lord— Ace  Wedderburn,  Alexander. 


LOUREIRO, 
1.  Canton 


2.  Canton 


3.  Canton 

4.  Canton 

5.  Lisbon 


6.  [Lisbon] 


7.  Lisbon 


8.  [Lisbon 


to  visit. 


1781  Feb.  15 

1782  Mar.  27 


Joao  (1710-1791).  Botanist 

1779  Jan  28  Describes  his  voyage  on  the  ship  commanded  by  Capt. 

Hutton,  his  stay  in  Canton  and  the  kindness  he  received;  sends  B.  a  box 
of  plants,  and  a  manuscript,  Nova  Genera  Plantarum,  to  be  printed  in 
London ;  hopes  to  travel  to  London  next  year  as  he  is  unwell  and  62  years 
of  age;  asks  B.  to  send  him  a  truss  for  double  hernia,  and  Linne’s  Systema 
Naturae.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  228 

1780  Jan.  —  Asks  if  B.  has  received  his  letter,  his  manuscript  and  a  box 

of  plants;  will  not  send  any  more  of  his  writings  until  he  knows  that  B. 
has  received  them;  intends  to  remain  in  Canton,  as  he  is  too  old  for  the 
long  journey  to  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  229 

1781  Jan.  23  [To  Capt.  Riddell.]  Mentions  B.  whom  he  hopes  some  day 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  30 

Is  about  to  return  to  Lisbon.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  92 
Has  narrowly  escaped  shipwreck  near  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  was  forced  back  to  Mozambique;  whilst  there  he  collected 
plants;  arrived  in  Portugal  three  months  later;  asks  B.’s  opinion  about  his 
Flora  of  Cochin  China.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  93 

1783  Aug.  30  Had  hoped  to  visit  B.  in  England  but  continuing  ill- 
health  compels  him  to  abandon  the  journey  to  London;  replies  to  B.’s 
criticisms  of  his  botanical  work,  and  gives  his  views  on  describing  the 
characters  of  plants ;  if  he  has  strength  enough  to  revise  his  Flora  Cochin- 
chinensis ,  he  will  include  not  only  affinities  but  discrepancies.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  202-203 
1791  Apl.  22  [To  Gerard  Devisme.]  Returns  thanks  for  his  letter 
enclosing  one  from  B. ;  describes  B.’s  help  in  preparing  his  Flora  Cochin- 
chinensis  for  publication  and  his  promise  to  promote  its  sale  in  London; 
complains  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Academia  de  Lisboa  and  its  secretary  in 
connection  with  his  work  which  was  published  without  his  permission, 
and  without  the  index.  [Portuguese.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  412 

1791  — ]  Sends  B.  a  presentation  copy  of  his  Flora  Cochinchinensis. 

[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  155 


LOUS,  Christian  Carl  (1724-1804).  Professor  at  the  Naval  Academy,  Copenhagen 

1.  Copenhagen  1792  Aug.  30  Claims  that  the  nautical  instrument  he  submitted  to  the 

Board  of  Longitude  is  of  unmatched  efficiency.  [See  Wolff,  G.] 

2.  Copenhagen  1793  Feb.  9  Repetition  of  the  same  subject.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  99 

3.  Soho  Square  1793  Mar.  5  *  In  reply  to  the  application  for  a  reward  for  the  improve¬ 

ment  in  the  quadrant  submitted,  quotes  a  Minute  of  the  Board  of  Longi¬ 
tude  on  6th  Mar.  1790,  stating  that  the  Board  are  ready  to  enter  into  a 
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Lous,  Christian  Carl,  continued 

discussion  of  its  merits  on  receiving  certificates  that  it  is  practical  at  sea ; 
advises  the  applicant  to  furnish  certificates  signed  by  Danish  or  other 
naval  officers.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  69 

4.  Copenhagen  1793  Nov.  9  He  thanks  B.  for  his  letter  advising  him  to  furnish  certi¬ 

ficates  from  Captains  of  the  Danish  Navy  that  his  quadrant  is  a  practical 
instrument ;  he  will  not  find  it  difficult  to  do  so. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  140 

5.  Copenhagen  1795  Mar.  9  Continues  to  urge  the  value  of  the  quadrant  and  other 

instruments  he  has  submitted  to  the  Board.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  147 

6.  [Soho  Square  1795  Mar.  — ]  *  The  Board  of  Longitude  is  careful  not  to  return  thanks 

for  propositions  submitted,  lest  the  applicant  should  be  encouraged  by 
false  hopes  to  expend  further  money  on  his  work. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  147  vo. 

LOVEDAY,  John  (1785-1864) 

1.  Soho  Square  1816  May  1  *  Returns  thanks  for  a  present  of  Woodcocks,  one  of  which 
he  is  giving  to  the  British  Museum,  the  other  to  [William]  Bullock[’s 
Museum] ;  is  growing  wild  rice  and  when  fit  for  transplanting,  will  send  a 
parcel.  Wellcome ,  69293.  (1) 

LOVINGTON,  Lord — See  Payne,  Ralph. 

LOW,  John  Christopher 

1.  Amsterdam  1810  Feb.  18  Sends  a  copy  of  his  dissertation  and  hopes  B.  will  honour 

him  by  accepting  it;  also  sends  a  copy  for  R.S.  [ See  Swinden,  J.  H. 
The  work  is  not  in  the  Library  Catalogue  of  R.S.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  73-74 

LOWTH,  Robert,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1710-1787).  Bishop  of  London 
1.  London  [1: 784]  Jan.  1  He  regrets  that  the  state  of  his  health  will  not  permit  him 

House  to  attend  the  meeting  of  R.S.  [Cf.  Cameron ,  1 3 1 .] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  10 

LOWTHER,  William  (afterwards  1st  Earl  of  Lonsdale)  (1757-1844) 

1.  Cavendish  1802  June  17  Acknowledgement  of  letter  [on  the  memorial  to  the  late 

Square  Duke  of  Bedford].  Wellcome,  67766.  (22) 

LUCAS,  Jean  Andre  Henri  (1780-1825).  Mineralogist 

1.  Paris  1813  Jan.  28  In  recognition  of  B.’s  reputation  as  a  friend  to  all  the 

sciences,  he  is  sending  him  the  second  vol.  of  his  Tableau  methodique  des 
especes  minerales\  ten  copies  are  also  being  dispatched  and  he  requests  B. 
to  forward  them  to  the  societies  and  persons  indicated.  \French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  150 

LUCAS,  Simon  (fl.  1788-1800).  British  Consul-General  in  Tripoli 

1.  Marseilles  1789  June  30  Having  arrived  from  his  African  travels  without  money, 
has  drawn  a  bill  on  B.  to  enable  him  to  come  to  England ;  his  journey  has 
produced  some  valuable  information;  is  bringing  with  him  a  collection  of 
seeds.  Kew.B.C.  1.  353 
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Lucas,  Simon,  continued 

2.  Tripoli  1800  Apl.  12  Is  sending  by  the  Governor  of  Malta  a  letter  received  from 

Hornemann  (q.v.)',  from  personal  knowledge  of  him  during  his  stay  in 
Tripoli,  considers  no  better  person  could  have  been  found  to  carry  out  the 
expedition  for  the  African  Assn. ;  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  assist  him  with 
cash  and  letters  of  recommendation ;  has  taken  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  send 
by  a  different  route  in  case  the  original  should  be  lost.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  236 

D.T.C.  12.  65 

LUMBY,  William  (d.  1804).  Master  of  Lincoln  Gaol 

1.  Lincoln  1789  Nov.  21  Transport  of  Convicts  to  Botany  Bay.  Halliday,  209.  116 

2.  Lincoln  1790  Nov.  13  Same  subject.  Halliday,  209.  117 

3.  Lincoln  1791  May  16  Sends  copy  of  his  letter  to  Shelton,  Attorney  of  Old  Bailey, 

explaining  that  by  a  mistake  in  the  Sec.  of  State’s  office,  no  orders  have 
been  received  for  the  prisoners  sentenced  to  transportation  at  the  Spring 
Assizes;  asks  B.  to  procure  an  order  to  send  them  by  the  next  fleet.  [List 
of  5  prisoners  added  in  B.’s  handwriting.]  Hill  Coll.  3.  15 


LUNARDI,  Vincenzo  (1759 
1.  [London 


Titchfield 

Street 


-1806).  Secretary,  Neapolitan  Legation  in  London;  Aeronaut 
1784]  June  21  It  would  be  of  great  consequence  to  him  if  he  could 
announce  that  his  balloon  ascent  was  made  by  command  of  the  King,  if  he 
were  sure  that  Their  Majesties  intended  to  see  him  set  off  from  Chelsea 
Hospital  garden;  Sir  George  Howard  applied  to  H.M.  for  this  purpose, 
and  he  wishes  to  know  what  the  King’s  intentions  are.  D.T.C.  4.  39 
[1787  Dec.  — ]  Has  invented  a  simple,  cheap  and  practical  method  of 
saving  people  from  drowning;  intends  to  offer  it  to  the  public  and  asks 
for  B.’s  patronage  and  help  to  obtain  a  premium  if  he  is  satisfied  that  his 
invention  deserves  one.  D.T.C.  5.  297 

3.  [Soho  Square  1787  Dec. — ]*  As  his  invention  comes  within  the  purposes  of  the 

Humane  Society,  and  as  that  body  give  premiums  to  those  who  assist  their 
objects,  advises  him  to  offer  his  invention  to  the  Society.  D.T.C.  5.  298 
[1787  Dec.  — ]  Informs  B.  that  he  will  go  into  the  water  [to  demonstrate 
his  invention]  at  Battersea  Bridge  at  1  o’clock  this  day  and  will  go  towards 
Chiswick.  D.T.C.  5.  299 


Poland 

Street 


LUNG,  Steno  Ingemar.  Provincial  Chamberlain 

1.  Skareda  1796  26  Sends  a  dissertation  by  Eric  Noren  ( q.v .)  setting  out  his 

theories  for  determination  of  the  sex  of  offspring  and  desires  to  bring  it 
to  the  notice  of  B.  for  his  opinion.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  369-370 

2.  [Soho  Square  1797  Jan.  8]  *  Cannot  accept  the  proposition  concerning  sex-determina¬ 

tion  which  seems  to  conflict  with  what  he  was  “taught  with  the  earliest 
rudiments  of  science”;  thinks  the  social  consequences  would  be  bad,  and 
feels  no  conviction  in  the  theory ;  does  not  consider  as  proved  the  pretended 
cure  for  sterility  by  stimulant  injections.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  10 

D.T.C.  10(1).  3-4 


LUPUS,  Chevalier 

1.  Brussels  1816  Feb.  7  Thanks  B.  for  his  prompt  reply  to  his  question;  regrets 
being  unable  to  stay  in  Brussels  for  several  weeks  so  as  to  await  the  reply 
to  the  offer  he  had  made  through  B.  to  the  British  Government;  de 
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Lupus,  Chevalier,  continued 

Ternois  and  an  Englishman  have  come  to  see  what  he  has  in  his  museum, 
but  the  best  objects  are  still  packed  in  their  cases ;  hopes  to  hear  as  early  as 
possible  from  B.  how  the  negotiations  are  proceeding.  [French.]  [A 
collection  of  “Artificial  Curiosities”  offered  for  sale  by  the  Chevalier 
Lupus  was  declined  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  at  the  meeting 
of  16th  Apl.  1 8 1 6.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  180-181 

LUTRELL,  Edward  (1757-c.  1820).  Surgeon 

1.  Tunbridge  1787  Aug.  29  Hearing  that  a  ship  is  being  fitted  out  for  a  voyage  to  the 

South  Seas,  he  applies  for  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  and  Naturalist  to 
the  expedition.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  282 

2.  Tunbridge  1787  Sept.  7  Thanks  B.  for  his  courteous  reply  and  regrets  to  hear  that 

his  application  is  too  late,  the  appointment  having  already  been  made. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  283 

LYONET,  Pierre,  F.R.S.  (1707-1789).  Naturalist  and  Engraver 
1.  The  Hague  1775  Jan.  16  Informs  B.  that  he  had  formerly  employed  the  engraver 
G.  Sibelius,  now  in  B.’s  service;  since  then  his  conduct  was  disgraceful, 
for  he  prostituted  his  own  daughter,  left  his  wife  and  fled  to  England, 
leaving  a  debt  to  his  baker  of  125  francs;  asks  B.  if  he  would  stop  a  weekly 
sum  from  Sibelius’s  wages  to  pay  this  debt;  reminds  B.  that  he  promised 
him  some  shells  from  the  South  Seas,  and  if  he  would  send  them,  he  (L.) 
will  pay  their  value  to  the  baker  in  reduction  of  the  debt.  [ French .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  97 


LYSONS,  Rev.  Daniel,  F.R.S.  (1762-1784).  Topographer 

1.  Putney  1792  Sept.  7  The  booksellers  do  not  approve  of  the  title  suggested  for  his 

work,  thinking  it  too  long  and  incapable  of  abridgement ;  mentions  various 
alternatives  and  asks  B.  which  he  considers  it  best  to  adopt.  [None  of  the 
titles  mentioned  in  this  letter  was  adopted,  and  that  eventually  chosen  was 
The  Environs  of  London.]  D.T.C.  8.  75-76 

2.  Putney  [1; 796]  Oct.  3  Asks  B.’s  opinion  on  a  passage  he  intends  to  insert  in  his 

account  of  Greenwich  Observatory;  Dr.  Maskelyne,  to  whom  he  applied, 
has  given  him  some  facts  relating  to  its  establishment  and  history  and 
expresses  a  wish  that  allusion  should  be  made  to  the  non-publication  of 
the  papers  of  Dr.  Bradley,  late  Astronomer  Royal,  believing  that  the 
papers  were  removed  without  authority;  as  he  is  related  to  both  Bradley 
and  to  his  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Peach,  he  knows  the  true  facts  and 
wishes  to  vindicate  Dr.  B.’s  representatives;  in  1771,  nearly  twenty  years 
ago,  Dr.  Peach  gave  the  papers  to  the  Chancellor  of  Oxford  University 
for  immediate  publication;  the  University  has  been  guilty  of  excessive 
delay,  to  the  detriment  of  science  and  of  Dr.  Bradley’s  fame.  [B.  tried  in 
1785  to  speed  up  the  publication,  then  14  years  overdue,  but  without 
success;  the  Liniversity  eventually  published  the  work  in  1832,  after  a 
delay  of  55  years.  See  Hornsby,  Thomas,  Nos.  2,  3,  Maskelyne,  N., 
No.  10,  and  Price,  John,  Nos.  3,  4.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  73-75 

3.  Bedford  1800  Aug.  18  Has  begun  his  researches  for  his  new  work,  Magna 

Britannia ,  making  Bedford  his  headquarters;  he  has  been  the  guest  of 
Lord  Ossory  [the  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory]  who  has  introduced  him  to  local 
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Lysons,  Rev  Daniel,  continued 

historians  and  gentlemen  of  the  county;  desires  an  introduction  by  B.  to 
the  Earl  of  Bute  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford ;  has  visited  many  sites,  Wrest 
Park,  Chicksand,  Houghton  Conquest,  etc.,  and  has  with  Lord  Ossory’s 
assistance  corrected  the  accounts  of  various  places  which  are  erroneous 
and  confused  in  the  works  of  Pennant  and  Gough;  has  had  invitations 
from  Sir  George  Osborne,  the  Rev.  Dickson  of  Tuddington,  etc.  [The  plan 
of  the  Magna  Britannia  was  to  treat  of  the  counties  in  alphabetical  order, 
Bedfordshire  being  the  first.]  D.T.C.  12.  81-83 

4.  Bedford  1800  Aug.  31  Is  making  good  progress  and  is  visiting  about  five  parishes 

a  day;  on  his  way  to  Tuddington  he  visited  Lord  Ossory  at  Ampthill, 
who  told  him  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  was  away  from  home ;  he  visited 
Woburn  and  presented  B.’s  letter  to  [John]  Farey  ( q.v .)  who  received  him 
civilly  and  gave  him  much  information,  but  could  not  admit  him  to  the 
house  without  special  permission  from  the  Duke,  whose  rules  are  very 
strict;  the  Duke  was  found  upon  his  farm,  and  Farey  on  presenting  B.’s 
letter  obtained  leave  for  him  to  go  in  the  house,  but  the  Duke  would  not 
speak  to  him  and  turned  his  back;  sets  out  his  plans  for  visiting  other 
places  in  the  county.  D.T.C.  12.  86-89 


LYSONS,  Samuel,  F.R.S.  (1763-1819).  Antiquary 

1.  Cirencester  1788  Aug.  18  As  requested  by  B.  he  gives  some  account  of  the  King’s 

visit  to  Gloucestershire ;  at  Cheltenham  he  heard  much  of  H.M.,  who  seems 
delighted  with  the  neighbourhood ;  he  rode,  walked  and  talked  much  with 
the  country  gentlemen  of  the  county ;  he  fraternized  with  the  farmers  and 
visited  the  cloth  manufactory  where  he  watched  every  process  and 
explained  them  to  the  Queen  and  Princesses ;  large  crowds  gathered  to  see 
him;  he  visited  the  house  of  Sir  George  Paul  and  then  Lord  Ducie’s;  he 
says  he  intends  to  come  to  Cheltenham  again  next  year  to  review  the 
Militia,  and  he  will  then  visit  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  Lords  Berkeley, 
Bath  and  Bristol ;  the  apple  crop  is  good  and  most  of  the  harvest  has  been 
got  in;  the  Thames  and  Severn  Navigation  [Canal]  makes  progress,  and 
will  be  completed  in  a  year.  D.T.C.  6.  65-67 

2.  Rodmarton  1794  Jan.  2  As  B.  has  furnished  him  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  a 

winter  campaign,  he  sends  an  account  of  his  activities;  the  tent  sent  by  B. 
has  arrived,  and  with  the  assistance  of  friends,  has  been  able  to  complete 
a  great  part  of  his  discoveries  at  Woodchester;  Mr.  Hawler  lent  12  men, 
and  a  corner  of  the  great  hall  has  been  cleared;  it  is  50  ft.  square,  with 
walls  3  ft.  thick;  on  the  S.  side  is  a  passage  130  ft.  long  with  a  mosaic  floor, 
and  another  on  the  W.  side  led  to  five  rooms,  one  of  which  has  a  beautiful 
floor;  he  has  made  out  a  plan  of  this  wing  of  the  building,  and  there 
appears  to  be  a  corresponding  wing  on  the  E. ;  on  the  N.  side  there  is  a 
passage  leading  to  a  series  of  rooms,  but  it  will  not  be  possible  to  excavate 
here,  as  there  are  new  graves  on  the  site  of  some  of  these  chambers,  and 
others  lie  beneath  the  church;  the  church  appears  to  be  of  Saxon  date  and 
the  site  was  evidently  chosen  because  of  the  building  materials  ready  to 
hand,  for  much  of  the  Roman  villa  must  have  still  been  standing  when  the 
church  was  built ;  parts  of  great  columns  and  some  inscriptions  have  been 
found.  D.T.C.  9.  2-3 
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Lysons,  Samuel,  continued 

3.  Frampton  1796  Sept.  8  He  arrived  at  Weymouth  on  1st  Sept,  and  next  day  the 

King  saw  him  and  enquired  about  his  discoveries  at  Woodchester;  H.M. 
was  pleased  to  hear  of  a  similar  find  near  Weymouth  and  desired  him  to 
attend  at  Gloucester  Lodge  on  4th  Sept,  and  looked  through  his  portfolio ; 
on  the  5th  Lord  Grey  of  Wilton  sent  a  party  of  his  regiment,  and  the 
mosaic  pavement  was  exposed ;  this  was  largely  destroyed,  but  he  has  been 
able  to  restore  most  of  it ;  on  clearing  another  spot,  a  much  finer  pavement 
was  found,  which  he  believes  to  have  been  a  temple  of  Neptune,  as  there 
was  a  large  head  of  that  god  surrounded  by  dolphins  and  an  inscription 
in  which  his  name  appears;  another  later  inscription  bore  the  Christian 
monogram ;  he  is  making  a  drawing  of  it,  and  the  site  is  guarded  by  soldiers 
who  sleep  in  a  tent;  H.M.  desired  to  see  the  drawing;  gives  a  plan  of  the 
site.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  65-67 

4.  Lincoln  1797  Oct.  2  Regrets  that  he  is  unable  to  visit  Revesby,  although  so  near, 

as  he  has  to  go  to  Gloucestershire;  he  stayed  a  fortnight  in  Frampton  and 
finished  the  excavations  there,  with  the  assistance  of  22  men;  the  King 
was  much  pleased  with  the  drawings  of  Woodchester,  and  the  Royal 
Family  visited  the  Frampton  site;  has  been  busily  engaged  on  the  Roman 
pavement  on  Adm.  Shirley’s  land  at  Horkstow;  it  is  far  better  than 
[William]  Fowler’s  plate  led  him  to  expect;  Fowler  objected  to  his  making 
a  drawing  of  it  and  seemed  to  regard  it  as  his  own  property ;  except  for  the 
chariot  race,  F.’s  plate  is  very  inaccurate,  but  it  contains  portions  since 
destroyed ;  he  has  much  enjoyed  the  antiquities  of  Lincoln,  and  thanks  B. 
for  providing  him  with  such  a  good  guide  as  [William]  Lumby. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  185-187 

MACDONALD,  John,  F.R.S.  (1759-1831).  Military  Engineer 

1.  Bencoolen,  1790  Mar.  30  Having  been  requested  by  Col.  John  Murray  ( q.v .)  to 
Fort  Marlboro’  send  B.  any  specimens  of  botanical  interest  from  Sumatra,  he  accordingly 

sends  a  specimen  of  the  Wild  Nutmeg  lately  discovered  on  the  coast,  and 
a  bottle  containing  the  fruit  of  the  Camphor-tree;  this  tree,  originally 
discovered  by  Dr.  Hoare,  could  be  turned  to  great  commercial  importance 
if  the  Directors  of  H.E.I.  Co.  would  move  in  the  matter;  as  he  is  likely  to 
remain  several  years  in  Sumatra,  he  offers  his  services  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  19 

2.  Bencoolen,  1790  July  13  He  refers  B.  to  the  specimens  previously  sent  and  now  sends 
Fort  Marlboro’  the  flowers  of  the  plants,  both  dried  and  in  spirit;  Nutmeg-trees  are 

abundant  in  certain  parts  of  the  island,  but  inferior  in  flavour  to  those  of 
the  Dutch  East  Indies;  wishes  to  hear  B.’s  views  on  their  cultivation; 
he  will  send  a  pair  of  Keemo  shells  \Tridacna gigas;  Malay  name,  Kima], 
of  the  largest  size,  also  a  piece  of  coral.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  47 

1797  Feb.  18  Sends  B.  an  Argus  Pheasant  and  a  piece  of  Camphor  wood. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  93 
1797  May  2  In  1786  he  sent  to  R.S.  through  [Joseph]  Planta,  a  treatise 
on  Projectiles;  as  the  only  other  copy  of  it  was  lost  at  sea,  he  requests  that 
his  manuscript  may  be  returned  to  him  as  it  will  be  useful  in  his  present 
command  of  an  Artillery  corps;  refers  to  Tennant’s  experiments  with 
Camphor.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  96-97 
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3.  Cecil  Street 

4.  Edinburgh 

36— B.L. 


Macdonald,  John,  continued 

5.  Edinburgh  1797  Sept.  30  Thanks  B.  for  having  his  treatise  on  Projectiles  copied 

and  sent  to  him ;  refers  to  the  spread  of  treasonable  practices ;  the  recent 
execution  near  Edinburgh  will  show  that  Government  intend  to  enforce 
obedience;  with  the  probability  of  invasion,  he  has  a  force  under  his 
command  ready  for  action;  his  invention  for  the  bursting  of  Shells  on 
contact  with  the  ground  has  met  with  some  prejudice. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  1 15 

6.  Inverness  1 799  June  26  Sir  John  Sinclair  sent  him  a  letter  from  B.  desiring 

specimens  of  Eriocaulon  decangulare  \i.e.  E.  Septangular e] ;  he  has  interested 
Lord  Macdonald  who  has  ordered  his  steward  on  Skye  to  procure  and 
send  specimens  to  Inverness,  where  Lord  M.’s  agent  will  ship  them  to 
London;  he  desires  to  be  elected  F.R.S.  and  sends  the  names  of  his 
supporters;  [he  was  elected  in  1800];  he  has  been  offered  a  Lieut.- 
Colonelcy  in  a  Fencible  Regiment  going  to  Ireland  and  will  accept  the 
offer.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  188 

1785-1792)  Army  Surgeon  and  Botanist 
1790  Feb.  17  Asks  for  advice  and  information;  is  about  to  go  to  Ceylon 
as  Surgeon  to  the  Swiss  regiment  of  Comte  de  Meuron  at  Colombo,  and 
intends  to  study  the  Natural  History  of  the  island;  has  a  further  project 
of  exploring  all  the  Dutch  Oriental  possessions  and  hopes  for  support  of 
the  Dutch  E.I.  Co.;  is  about  to  embark  and  offers  to  correspond  with  B. 
and  send  specimens.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  328 

1790  Mar.  23  *  Will  be  pleased  to  correspond;  as  he  has  all  the  Ceylon 
plants  collected  by  Konig,  he  can,  therefore,  easily  name  any  specimens 
sent,  but  will  not  publish  any  new  species  without  permission;  sends 
drawing  of  a  Ceylon  plant  he  particularly  desires. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  18 
D.T.C.  7.  79-80. 

1790  May  12  Thanks  B.  for  promise  of  help;  wishes  to  find  a  reliable 
correspondent  at  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  forward  cases  of  specimens; 
expects  to  spend  8  or  9  months  at  the  Cape  if  permitted  by  Government; 
his  ship  will  not  be  ready  to  sail  for  a  month.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  329-330 

1790  Aug.  18  Is  still  held  up  at  Middelburg  but  proposes  to  visit 

London  and  call  upon  B.  towards  the  end  of  the  month;  describes  an 
encounter  with  the  local  police  and  magistrate  when  he  was  accused  of 
espionage  whilst  botanizing;  promises  to  bring  some  Beetles,  one  of  which 
may  be  a  new  species.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  63 

1791  Apl.  17  Complains  of  difficulties  with  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
his  regiment;  describes  his  plans  for  scientific  work  in  S.  Africa  and  for 
exploring  Ceylon;  offers  to  send  plants,  etc.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  413-414 

1792  Apl.  1  Has  just  made  a  long  and  difficult  journey  on  the  E.  African 

coast;  describes  the  plants  found  there,  specimens  of  which  will  be  sent 
to  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  64 

MACFARLAND,  Robert.  Mathematician 

1.  —  1810  —  Sends  a  dissertation  on  the  problem  “To  find  two  mean 

Proportionals  betwixt  two  given  lines  geometrically”.  Tregaskis,  10.  92 
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MACE,  Jean  (fl. 
1.  Paris 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


3.  Middelburg 


4.  Middelburg 


5.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 


6.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 


MACIE  (afterwards  SMITHSON),  James  Louis,  F.R.S.  (1765-1829).  Founder  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution 

1.  Dresden  1796  May  14  Sends  by  Lord  Carmarthen  a  plant  which  he  believes  to  be 
new  or  rare;  during  his  travels  has  met  with  many  new  substances  which 
had  escaped  the  notice  of  mineralogists.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  64 


MACINTOSH,  William 

1.  Covent  1782  Oct.  26  He  submits  to  R.S.  a  model  of  a  machine  to  raise  “any 

Garden  reasonable  quantity  of  water  to  any  necessary  height  by  a  less  power  than 

any  that  has  yet  been  discovered  and  upon  a  more  simple  and  cheap 
construction”;  the  machine  was  shown  by  a  man  in  poor  circumstances 
when  the  writer  was  in  Paris  last  winter;  he  recommended  the  inventor 
to  send  a  model  to  England  where  the  ingenuity  of  an  alien  would  meet 
with  encouragement  and  reward;  as  the  inventor  did  nothing,  he  (M.) 
thought  himself  justified  in  having  the  model  made  and  improving  upon  it. 

R.S.  Letters,  1737-83.  25 

MAC  KAY,  Elizabeth.  Daughter  of  Rev.  David  Mackay,  Minister  of  Reay 

1.  Reay  Manse  1809  May  25  [To  Mrs.  Innes  of  Sandside;  signed  also  by  the  writer’s 
cousin  (Mrs.  or  Miss)  C.  Mackenzie.]  Describes  a  Mermaid  seen  on  12th 
Jan. ;  the  head,  shoulders,  arms  and  hands  were  seen,  but  not  the  lower  part 
of  the  body;  the  skin  was  white  and  smooth,  the  eyes  small,  and  the  hair 
long.  [Enclosed  in  Sinclair,  Sir  John,  No.  12;  see  also  Maxwell, 
James;  Munro,  William;  Trant,  Dominic.]  D.T.C.  17.  319-321 


MACKENZIE,  Dan 
1.  Chester  1783  Oct.  26 


Encloses  particulars  of  a  case  of  Hard  Tumour. 

R.S.  Letters ,  1737-83.  26 


MACKENZIE,  Francis  Humberstone,  afterwards  Lord  Seaforth,  F.R.S.  (1754-1815).  Land- 
owner  and  Naturalist 


1.  Castle 
Braham 


2.  Castle 
Braham 


3.  Seaforth 
Lodge 


1787  Mar.  1  Regrets  that  the  five  Rona  ewes  of  which  he  intended  two 
for  B.,  have  died,  but  he  has  a  wether  which  he  will  send  by  sea  to  the 
Humber;  will  also  send  a  phial  of  fulmar  oil  from  St.  Kilda;  snakes  and 
birds  of  the  island  of  Lewis;  Dr.  Home  is  to  explore  the  Western  Isles 
with  him;  if  B.  can  recommend  a  young  student  skilled  in  collecting  and 
preserving  specimens,  he  will  employ  him  and  pay  him  for  his  services. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  107-108 

1787  May  5  Thanks  B.  for  recommending  Agnew  ( q.v .)  whom  he  is 
willing  to  engage  for  two  years ;  asks  B.  to  obtain  for  him  a  Camera  Obscura 
and  other  supplies  for  the  expedition  and  send  them  by  Agnew. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  118 

1787  May  31  Again  thanks  B.  for  procuring  Agnew  to  accompany  him 
and  Dr.  Home  on  their  tour  of  the  Western  Isles ;  is  busy  arranging  new 
leases,  etc.,  for  the  tenants  of  his  estates  so  as  not  to  be  troubled  with  busi¬ 
ness  during  his  absence;  will  pay  particular  attention  to  any  wishes  of  B. 
in  Natural  History  during  the  expedition. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  127 
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MACKENZIE,  John 

i.  Fig  Tree  1785  Sept.  6  Writes  on  behalf  of  F.  Humberstone  Mackenzie  ( q.v .),  who 
Court,  wishes  to  train  a  young  Highlander  in  Natural  History;  his  age  is  16,  and 

Temple  he  desires  B.’s  advice  as  to  the  time  and  expense  which  would  be  required 

to  make  him  proficient;  F.  H.  M.  will  also  give  a  living  on  his  estate  to  a 
young  Clergyman  who  would  be  willing  to  assist  in  the  compilation  of  an 
account  of  the  local  Natural  History. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  28-29 

MACKENZIE,  Sir  George  Steuart,  7th  Bt.,  F.R.S.  (1780-1848).  Mineralogist 

1.  Coul,  1809  May  20  Has  met  an  Icelandic  medical  student  [William  Leptsen] 

Dingwall  who  has  given  him  much  information  on  the  present  state  of  the  island, 

concerning  which  he  has  written  to  Lord  Castlereagh  and  has  suggested 
it  should  be  taken  under  British  protection,  as  the  Danish  Government 
shows  little  interest  in  it,  and  has  kept  the  inhabitants  short  of  necessaries; 
Leptsen  might  be  useful  in  translating  the  manuscripts  given  by  B.  to 
the  British  Museum.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  46-47 

2.  [Soho  Square  1809  May  — ]  *  Informs  him  that  the  detained  Icelandic  ships  have  been 

released  by  Government;  has  had  many  conferences  with  ministers;  has 
seen  the  masters  of  the  released  ships  and  has  passed  on  to  them  all  the 
information  gathered;  an  English  ship  has  just  returned  from  Iceland, 
having  left  a  cargo  there,  and  is  going  back  with  two  more  ships  to  bring 
home  the  proceeds.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  47  vo. 


3.  Reykjavik 


4.  Edinburgh 


5.  Edinburgh 


1810  May  20  He  has  twice  seen  the  aged  Governor  Stephensen  and 
found  him  in  good  health  and  speaking  of  B.  with  rapture;  he  has  acted 
as  mediator  in  a  difference  between  his  son,  the  Deputy  Governor,  and 
Phelps  &  Co.  in  a  dispute  now  amicably  settled ;  is  going  with  the  Bishop 
to  examine  the  schools ;  his  interest  in  the  geology  of  the  island ;  is  collecting 
plants  for  Hooker;  it  is  rumoured  that  an  English  Consul  is  coming,  and 
one  is  certainly  needed;  sends  compliments  to  Count  Trampe  if  he  is  in 
London,  whose  house  he  has  occupied.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  1 

D.T.C.  18.  31-33 

1815  Oct.  7  Invokes  B.’s  help  for  a  proposed  society  to  preserve  the 
language  and  literature  of  Iceland,  of  which  he  encloses  a  prospectus 
drawn  up  by  Rask  ( q.v.)\  describes  a  quadrant  invented  by  Gavin  White 
for  taking  observations  in  fog;  is  convinced  it  is  a  valuable  instrument  and 
begs  B.  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Longitude. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  92-93 
D.T.C.  19.  202-204 

1815  Oct.  15  Explains  that  the  proposed  society’s  chief  object  is  to 
convey  useful  information  to  the  Icelanders ;  does  not  consider  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  ancient  language  important;  has  written  to  Rask  for  further 
information;  will  order  a  quadrant  to  be  made  on  White’s  specification 
and  if  it  is  successful,  will  send  it  to  the  Board  of  Longitude;  describes 
the  story  of  Leptsen,  whom  he  found  in  Scotland  and  whom  he  be¬ 
friended,  but  who  has  turned  out  to  be  a  knave  and  was  banished  from 
Iceland;  a  gold  medal  has  been  granted  by  the  Caledonian  Horticultural 
Soc.  to  T.  A.  Knight  (q.v.).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  94-95 

D.T.C.  19.  205-208 
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MACKENZIE,  Mordach 

i.  Constanti-  1767  July  15  He  is  collecting  Insects  in  Turkey;  describes  a  statue  of 
nople  Niobe  on  Mount  Sipylus  and  a  bridge  at  Istria;  offers  to  send  copies  of 

inscriptions.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  10 

D.T.C.  1.  11-12 


MACKIE,  William.  Agriculturist 

1.  Edinburgh  1805  May  14  Is  pleased  with  B.’s  approval  of  his  defence  of  him  against 

the  attack  made  in  an  Edinburgh  newspaper;  the  anonymous  antagonist 
proves  to  be  the  Earl  of  Buchan;  another  ill-natured  attack  on  B.  was 
published  in  the  Farmer's  Magazine ;  he  thanks  B.  for  samples  of  Spring 
Wheat  which  he  has  distributed  to  certain  farms;  discusses  at  length 
Scottish  grain  crops  and  the  pests  that  attack  them ;  he  intends  to  publish 
a  paper  on  Wheat-rust  and  dedicate  it  to  B. ;  sends  samples. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  200-203 

MACLEAN,  David.  Assistant  Inspector  of  Customs,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  East  India  1820  May  31  [To  C.  J.  Briscoe.]  Sends  particulars  of  various  consign- 

Office,  ments  of  plants,  etc.,  for  B.  from  Wallich  now  at  the  Custom  House ;  hopes 

Custom  House  to  hear  that  B.  is  better.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  218-219 


MACLEAN,  William.  Inspector  of  Customs,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Soho  Square  1798  June  22  *  The  consignment  of  plants  on  board  the  Albion  are  still 

alive  but  in  great  danger  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the  ship ;  among  them  is 
the  Nutmeg;  if  these  plants  are  intended  by  the  Directors  to  be  given  to 
H.M.  Botanic  Garden,  at  Kew,  asks  him  to  ascertain,  and  if  so  to  send 
them  without  delay  to  Soho  Square.  Dawson  MS.  45.  35-36 

2.  Custom  1798  June  23  He  has  received  permission  of  the  Chairman  to  land  the 

House  plants  for  Kew  and  a  boat  has  been  sent  to  take  them  off;  they  will  be 

delivered  at  Soho  Square  as  soon  as  the  order  of  the  Board  is  obtained ;  the 
plants  sent  by  Walrner  Castle  cannot  be  traced.  [Note  by  B.  that  the  plants 
not  being  delivered  on  the  26th,  he  had  an  interview  with  Maclean,  who 
told  him  that  the  Chairman,  supposing  them  to  be  duplicates,  had  taken 
possession  of  them;  “I  cursd  the  chairman  and  calld  his  breach  of  word  a 
theft.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  155-156 


McLEAY,  Alexander,  F.R.S.  (1767-1848).  Secretary,  Transport  Board;  Entomologist.  ( See 
also  Addenda) 

1.  Queen  Sq.,  1806  Jan.  12  Sends  copies  of  letters  exchanged  between  J.  E.  Smith  and 
R.  A.  Salisbury  (1 qq.v .).  Kew:  B.C.  2.  319 

1809]  Sept.  27  *  Sends  a  letter  he  has  received  [from  William  Padwick] 
and  requests  instructions  how  to  answer  it,  as  he  does  not  wish  to  interfere 
in  the  business  of  the  Transport  Board;  Padwick,  who  has  the  care  of  the 
King’s  flock  and  charges  highly  for  his  services,  has  no  claim  either  on  B. 
or  the  Board.1 

1809  Oct.  15  *  Withdraws  his  application  to  the  Board  in  favour  of  the 
Norwegians  as  they  have  broken  their  parole;  sends  petition  to  the  Board 
for  a  continuance  of  their  assistance  in  landing  Spanish  sheep,  and  ex¬ 
presses  his  appreciation  of  help  given  in  the  past;  hopes  the  expected 
flock  will  have  better  weather  on  the  voyage. 


Queen  Sq., 
Westminster 
[Revesby 
Abbey 


Revesby 

Abbey 


1  This  and  the  following  letters  are  in  the  McLeay  Correspondence  belonging  to  the  Linnean  Society.  The  letters 
are  not  numbered. 
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McLeay,  Alexander,  continued 

4.  Soho  Square  i8ro  June  8  *  Sends  a  packet  of  letters  to  be  forwarded  to  his  French 
friends  who  are  prisoners  of  war;  as  M.  kindly  offered  assistance  whenever 


5.  Revesby 
Abbey 

possible,  sends  a  list  of  them ;  he  has  not  included  Faujas  [de  St.  Fond  {q.v.)~\ 
as  he  has  only  recently  been  taken,  but  wishes  especially  to  oblige  the 
relations  of  Richemont  and  another  (name  illegible). 

[  1 8 1 1  ]  Oct.  13  *  Sends  letter  for  transmission  to  Jouneau,  a  prisoner 

for  whose  release  he  petitioned  Lord  Howick  in  vain ;  believes  his  Lord- 
ship  has  repented  his  refusal;  had  it  been  granted  he  could  have  secured 
the  release  of  more  of  his  countrymen,  of  whom  he  has  already  brought 
home  ten;  if  Grenville  is  propitious,  he  will  begin  his  efforts  anew.  [See 
Marsden,  W.,  No.  17.]. 

6.  Spring  [1818]  July  15  *  Flas  had  information  from  a  friend  in  Malta  that  with 

Grove  the  assistance  of  Capt.  [Joseph]  Larcom,  Commissioner  there,  he  is  sending 


7.  Soho  Square 

some  Orange-trees;  as  they  have  not  come  to  hand,  asks  if  any  likely 
transport  has  lately  arrived  to  the  captain  of  which  he  can  make 
enquiries. 

—  Jan.  5  #  Wishes  to  know  of  any  ships  touching  at  Cadiz  on  their 

return  voyage  for  the  information  of  H.  Wellesley,  who  has  gone  there 
to  superintend  the  transport  of  the  sheep ;  has  obtained  a  living  Buprestis 
splendida  which  was  taken  from  a  writing-table  into  which  it  had  bored. 

8.  — 

- *  Has  detected  the  insect  that  destroys  Fir  trees  by  eating  the 

young  wood ;  sends  a  box  of  specimens  and  the  twigs  on  which  they  were 
found. 

MACNAB,  Henry  Gray,  M.D.  (1761-1823).  Physician 

1.  Suffolk  [1793  Dec.  24]  Is  highly  honoured  by  B.’s  invitation  for  Jan.  4;  sends 


Street 

a  drawing  and  section  of  fossil  coal  and  its  strata,  discovered  at  Newcastle 
in  the  deepest  coal  mine  in  Europe;  if  this  is  acceptable,  will  send  a 
specimen  of  the  actual  strata.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  228 

2.  Suffolk 

Street 

[1793  Dec.  25]  Not  having  his  papers  relative  to  the  coal  with  him,  has 

written  to  Newcastle  for  authentic  information  and  hopes  to  receive  a 
reply  by  the  time  they  meet ;  has  a  relation  who  is  a  Viewer  and  can  give 
accurate  information;  a  Philosophical  Society  has  been  established  at 
Newcastle.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  229 

3.  Montpellier 

1810  Dec.  3  Is  now  a  prisoner  of  war  and  distressed  at  the  failure  of 

the  negotiations  for  exchange ;  deplores  the  absence  of  English  physicians 
in  the  camps  of  English  prisoners,  as  most  of  the  latter  do  not  know  the 
French  language  and  the  attention  they  receive  [from  French  doctors]  is 
thus  very  limited;  asks  B.  to  use  his  influence  to  get  him  appointed 
English  physician  in  France  for  prisoners  of  war;  states  his  academic 
qualifications  and  experience ;  mentions  the  death  of  Broussonet  who  has 
been  succeeded  by  de  Candolle.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  75-76 

4.  Montpellier 

181 1  Apl.  29  Hopes  to  send  B.  a  sketch  of  the  progress  of  Botany  during 

the  last  six  years  and  other  pamphlets,  by  the  hand  of  Mrs.  Rooke;  has  a 
strong  desire  to  return  to  his  native  land  and  describes  the  difficulties 
under  which  prisoners  labour;  has  already  written  to  B.  but  has  not 
received  an  answer.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  107-108 
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MACPHERSON,  Sir  John,  Bart.  (1745-1821).  Late  Governor-General  of  India 

1.  Brompton  1794  Jan.  6  Wishes  to  call  upon  B.  in  reference  to  a  very  important 


2.  [London] 

discovery  by  Count  Rumford  in  the  use  of  gunpowder ;  he  sent  a  copy  of  a 
paper  on  this  subject  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of  which  he  has  received  no 
acknowledgement,  and  another  copy  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  230 
1802  July  6  Wishes  to  introduce  a  German  named  Wentersse  who  has 

invented  a  “ventilator  or  air-pump”,  which  is  much  used  in  France; 
has  seen  the  model  and  was  much  impressed  with  it;  as  it  is  not  an 
instrument  of  war,  the  French  have  freely  permitted  him  to  bring  it  to 
England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  35-36 

MAGALHAENS  (MAGELLAN),  Joao  Jacinto,  F.R.S.  (1722-1790).  Physician  and  Botanist 
1.  Paris  1774  Oct.  8  Informs  B.  that  Aublet  has  put  in  his  hands  two  plants 


2.  [Paris] 

intended  for  R.S.  which  he  has  already  sent  to  Dr.  Fothergill;  one  of 
them  has  been  named  Banksia  in  honour  of  B. ;  he  sends  copies  in  Latin 
and  French  of  Aublet’s  description  of  the  latter;  Aublet’s  book  [ Histoire 
des Plantes  de  la  Guiane  Franfoise,  etc.,  1775]  will  be  published  in  December; 
A.  has  many  new  plants  from  the  Isle  de  France  which  he  will  give  to 
anyone  who  will  publish  them,  provided  the  drawings  of  them  be  made 
under  his  own  supervision.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  38-39 

1778  Dec.  28  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  announcing  that  Aublet’s 

Herbarium  is  to  be  sold  and  asks  if  there  is  any  English  collector  who 
desires  to  buy  it;  recommends  B.  to  do  so  and  desires  an  early  reply;  A. 
told  him  that  it  contains  many  plants  not  described  in  his  book;  B.’s 
election  as  P.R.S.  has  given  universal  satisfaction  on  the  Continent.  [Edw. 
Smith ,  61.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  86-87 

D.T.C.  1.  242-243 

3.  [London] 

1779  Jan.  29  Quotes  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  [Charles]  Messier  on  a 

new  Comet  and  one  from  Begue  du  Besh  on  the  botanical  collection  to  the 
late  Aublet.  R.S.:  L.  &  P.,  Dec.  7.  84 

4.  London 

1779  Mar.  6  Encloses  a  letter  from  Dr.  [Casimiro  Gomez]  Ortega  for 

R.S.,  also  a  specimen  of  a  new  species  of  Quinquina  and  a  box  of  the 
powder  of  its  bark;  these  gifts  are  made  by  order  of  the  King  of  Spain 
who  desires  to  know  if  this  new  plant  is  a  species  of  Linne’s  Cinchona ,  and 
also  its  properties  as  a  febrifuge;  he  intends  to  move  at  R.S.  for  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  investigate  these  matters  and  suggests  five  members,  subject  to 
B.’s  approval.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  90-91 

5.  [London 

1779  — ]  He  has  received  a  letter  from  the  author  of  the  Table  Acade- 

mique  to  which  a  list  of  members  of  the  Academie  [des  Sciences]  will  be 
appended;  requests  B.  to  furnish  certain  particulars  of  himself  for  this 
purpose  to  the  Abbe  Rozier.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  92 

6.  Paris 

1779  Dec.  12  He  is  informed  by  Dr.  Ortega  that  a  collection  of  dried 

plants  has  been  sent  for  B.  and  he  will  forward  them  as  soon  as  they  arrive ; 
Dr.  Ortega  is  sending  also  for  R.S.  a  specimen  of  Quinquina  from  Santa 
Fe,  also  its  powder,  to  be  tried  by  English  physicians ;  the  botanists  sent  to 
Lima  have  arrived  safely  and  another  has  been  sent  to  Santa  Fe  to  collect 
plants  which  will  be  sent  to  England;  Rice  has  been  successfully  grown  in 
Spain;  he  will  write  to  Prince  Gallitzin  for  his  paper  on  [Lightning] 
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Magalhaens  (Magellan),  Joao  Jacinto,  continued 

Conductors ;  has  received  an  account  by  Achard  of  Berlin  of  his  experi¬ 
ments  with  pointed  conductors  and  offers  it  to  be  read  at  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  112-113 
7.  London  1783  Nov.  n  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  from  Johann  Albrecht  Euler, 
Secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  St.  Petersburg,  announcing  the 
death  of  his  father  Leonhardt  Euler,  at  the  age  of  76,  and  desiring  that 
this  be  communicated  to  R.S.  [L.  Euler  was  elected  F.R.S.  in  1746.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  239 


MAGENS,  Magens  Dorrien  (1760-1849) 

1.  Cavendish  1804  May  22  As  B.  has  read  and  commented  on  his  pamphlet  on 
Square  Coinage,  offers  further  remarks ;  observes  that  Silver  and  not  Gold  is  the 

standard  of  value ;  the  effect  of  base  silver  on  the  value  of  pounds,  dollars 
and  banknotes  and  the  temptations  to  fraud;  suggests  possible  remedies. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  153-156 

MAGNUSSON,  Arni  (C.1752-C.  1810) 

1.  [Iceland]  [1809]  —  [To  Jorgen  Jorgensen  (7.^.)]  Regrets  that  because  of  the 
threatened  hostilities  he  cannot  accept  J.’s  invitation  to  dine  on  board; 
hopes  that  everything  may  right  itself  and  blames  the  wrong  interpretation 
of  the  law  and  the  cautiousness  of  the  Danish  Government  for  all  the 
trouble ;  assures  him  of  his  good  will,  but  asserts  that  political  affairs  are 
outside  his  sphere.  [A  translation,  with  note  by  B.,  “This  letter  was  sent 
to  me,  supposing  me  to  be  interested  in  the  Expedition,  which  was  not  the 
case.”]  ^  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  40-41 


MAITLAND,  James,  8th  Earl  of  Lauderdale  (1759-1839) 

1.  Dunbar  1802  July  17  Asks  for  authority  to  open  an  account  with  an  Edinburgh 

banker  for  subscriptions  collected  in  Scotland  for  the  memorial  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Bedford.  Wellcome ,  67766  (49) 


MAITLAND, 
1.  Basinghall 
Street 


2.  Basinghall 
Street 


3.  Basinghall 
Street 


4.  Basinghall 
Street 


John.  Wool  Merchant 

1788  Jan.  11  Is  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  Cochineal 

imported,  but  much  of  that  entered  by  the  Custom  House  is  not  the  true 
kind;  has  been  promised  samples  of  all  the  kinds  and  sends  two  samples 
and  their  market  prices.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  175 

1789  Jan.  28  His  brother  Alexander  is  seeking  election  as  a  Governor 
of  the  London  Assurance,  of  which  Mr.  Aubert  is  chairman;  requests  B. 
to  use  his  influence  with  Aubert  in  his  brother’s  behalf 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  223 

1789  Apl.  19  The  gentleman  he  introduced  to  B.  is  named  Robertson, 
one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Shetland ;  he  has  been  deputed  to  apply 
to  Government  for  relief  from  certain  restraints  on  the  fisheries. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  240 

1791  Dec.  19  Mr.  Rumsey  invites  B.,  Cavendish,  Blagden  and  Smeaton 
to  meet  him  at  Falcon  Stairs  to  inspect  his  water-wheel  and  steam-engine 
there  and  afterwards  to  Bow  where  the  water-wheel  will  be  at  work. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  1 18 
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6. 


8. 


Basinghall 

Street 

Woodford 

Hall 


Basinghall 

Street 


Basinghall 

Street 


1792  Jan.  21  At  the  desire  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  sends  for  B.’s  inspection 
fleeces  and  skins  from  Hebrides  and  Shetland ;  sends  also  7  pairs  of  Shet¬ 
land  stockings,  3  pairs  at  ns.  and  4  at  14s.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  132 

1800  May  13  Regrets  that  the  advertisements  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Woollen  Trade  have  been  “interpreted  into  Jacobine  language”  ;  disclaims 
any  intention  to  give  offence;  the  injury  the  trade  will  suffer  if  wool  is 
exported  and  protecting  duties  continued  in  Ireland;  has  stopped  the 
insertion  of  further  advertisements ;  hopes  the  measure  before  Parliament 
will  be  amended.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  233-234 

1800  May  14  Thanks  B.  for  his  reply  and  has  treated  his  remarks  as 
private;  did  not  foresee  the  interpretation  that  might  be  put  on  the  ad¬ 
vertisement;  the  Union  with  Ireland;  the  effect  of  export  of  wool  on  the 
trade;  was  unaware  that  Irish  duties  were  to  be  reduced. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  235-236 

1803  Aug.  6  Encloses  three  bills  of  lading  for  last  year’s  importation  of 
Wool ;  this  year’s  clip  is  not  yet  shipped ;  cost  of  freight. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  119 


9-  — 


10.  Basinghall 
Street 


Three  bills  of  lading  from  Bilbao.  [Spanish.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  121-123 
1804  Apl.  7  Refers  to  communication  by  B.  concerning  the  resumption 
of  lands  by  a  company  (not  specified) ;  proper  time  and  notice  of  evacuation 
must  be  given  to  tenants  who  have  erected  buildings,  etc.,  before  they 
can  be  dispossessed ;  will  call  on  B.  and  explain.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  142 


MAJENDIE,  Lewis  (d.  1833).  Essex  Landowner 

1.  Hedingham  1802  Nov.  17  He  has  endeavoured  without  success  to  collect  sub- 
Castle  scriptions  from  local  farmers  for  the  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford. 

Wellcome,  67766.  (26) 


MALASPINA  DI  MULAZZO,  Alessandro  (1754-1809).  Sicilian  Officer  in  the  Spanish 
Navy;  Explorer 

1.  Cadiz  1789  Jan.  20  Describes  plans  for  a  forthcoming  scientific  expedition; 

asks  B.’s  advice  as  to  the  most  useful  subjects  of  research  in  physics, 
navigation,  or  maritime  studies;  the  expedition  was  originally  planned 
chiefly  for  making  hydrographic  charts  of  the  coasts  of  the  South  Sea  and 
Philippine  islands  but  its  aims  have  now  been  greatly  extended.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  216-217 

2.  Cadiz  1789  June  17  The  objects  of  the  expedition  having  been  changed  again, 

the  charting  of  the  coasts  of  the  Spanish  possessions  in  the  Pacific  and  of 
the  Philippines  is  no  longer  its  principal  aim ;  the  members  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  will  devote  themselves  chiefly  to  the  study  of  Natural  History  and  of 
the  Human  Race;  again  asks  B.’s  advice  on  the  best  subjects  and  methods 
of  study;  encloses  copy  of  his  former  letter.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  218-220 

3.  Cadiz  1789  July  13  Gives  the  dates  at  which  letters  from  England  will  find  him 

at  different  ports  of  call  and  further  details  and  plans  of  the  expedition; 
offers  any  help  or  information  he  can  give  to  B.  or  his  friends.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  221-222 
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MALBON,  Micajah.  Captain,  R.N. 

i.  Cynthia ,  off  1798  June  4  He  has  encountered  the  French  ship  La  Belle  Angelique; 
Barfleur  the  captain  has  many  plants  on  board,  some  of  which  are  for  B.;  he  does 

not  know  whether  the  Commodore  will  allow  him  to  go  into  Havre.  [ See 
Watson,  Sir  Wm.,  No.  8.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  196 

MALCOLM,  Charles  (later  Sir)  (1782-1851).  Captain,  R.N. 

1.  St.  Salvador  1813  Aug.  28  [To  Dr.  Nevil  Maskelyne.]  Sends  observations  of  an 
Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  taken  on  H.M.S.  Rhine  on  27th  July,  1813,  off  the 
coast  of  Brazil ;  the  longitude  of  that  region  is  very  incorrectly  stated ;  he 
has  made  new  observations  to  correct  it.  [The  writer  was  not  aware  that 
Dr.  M.  died  in  1811;  the  letter  was  sent  to  B.  by  his  daughter.  See 
Maskelyne,  Margaret.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  48-49 

MALCOLM,  William  (fl.  1769-1820).  Nurseryman 

1.  Stockwell  1791  Jan.  5  Reports  that  his  Mimosa  obliqua  is  in  full  bloom;  offers  to 
send  it  to  B.  if  he  wishes  to  see  it.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  27 

MALET,  Sir  Charles  Warre,  Bt.,  F.R.S.  (1753-1815).  Diplomatist 

1.  Chippenham  1802  Mar.  13  Accepts  B.’s  invitation  to  attend  his  soirees  when  in 

London ;  his  friend  Wilkinson,  who  has  a  curious  tusk  and  bone,  will  send 
them  by  his  brother  for  B.’s  inspection.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  261 

2.  Cheltenham  1802  June  9  Introduces  Charles  Wilkinson  who  will  bring  the  tusk  and 

other  articles  for  B.’s  examination.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  265 

MALMESBURY,  Lord — See  Harris,  James. 


MALONE,  Edmond  (1741-1812).  Author  and  Critic 

1.  [London]  1789  Feb.  3  Hopes  B.  will  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee 

[for  erecting  a  monument  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson] ;  there  is  great  diversity 
of  opinion,  whether  it  is  to  be  a  bust,  a  statue,  a  mosaic,  etc. ;  the  sub¬ 
scription  proceeds  well:  £340  has  been  collected,  and  a  good  sum  is 
expected  from  the  booksellers.  D.T.C.  6.  130 

2.  Queen  Anne  1790  May  28  Appeals  to  B.  for  assistance  for  a  “poetical  wheelwright” 
Street  East  for  whom,  with  the  help  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  he  has  already  raised  £30 ; 

he  considers  such  a  person  has  a  strong  claim  to  the  sympathies  of  literary 
men.  Sotheby,  27  June  1956.  781 

3.  [Soho  Square  1790  May  — ]  *  Although  he  receives  many  appeals  for  help  in  cases  of 

this  nature,  he  is  glad  to  enclose  a  contribution  to  the  fund  for  the  “Lite¬ 
rary  wheelwright”.  Sotheby ,  27  June  1956.  781  vo. 

1791  Mar.  27  *  Asks  his  opinion  as  to  whether  the  statue  shall  be  set 
up  in  Westminster  Abbey  or  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral;  Sir  Joshua  [Reynolds] 
prefers  the  latter  as  Westminster  is  already  overcrowded  with  monuments; 
[Edmund]  Burke  says  that  this  is  borrowing  from  Peter  to  pay  Paul,  but  he 
supports  the  opinion  of  Sir  J.  R. ;  the  supporters  of  St.  Peter  say  that  the 
public  expect  them  and  the  Dean  and  Chapter  to  erect  it  at  Westminster 
[Johnson  is  buried  in  the  Poet’s  Corner] ;  the  Committee  fear  that  their 
funds  (between  £700  and  £ 800 )  will  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  expenses, 


4.  Soho  Square 
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but  Sir  J.  R.  offers  to  find  the  balance;  those  present  were  Sir  J.  R.,  Burke, 
Wymondham,  Metcalfe,  Boswell,  Sir  Wm.  Scott  and  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  22549.  12 
D.T.C.  7.  205-206 

5.  Sackville  1791  Apl.  5  Considers  that  if  the  monument  is  erected  anywhere  else 

Street,  than  in  Westminster  Abbey  the  Committee  might  be  charged  with 

Dublin  receiving  the  money  subscribed  under  false  pretences;  he  personally 

objects  to  cenotaphs,  particularly  when  the  deceased  is  buried  in  another 
part  of  the  same  town.  [ See  Metcalfe,  Philip.]  D.T.C.  7.  209-210 

6.  Soho  Square  1808  June  1  *  Sends  the  information  asked  for  concerning  the  Swedish 

Royal  Family  of  Ferniother.  Bodleian:  MS.  Malone.  38.  14 

MANCHESTER  LITERARY  AND  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  (Founded  1781) 

1.  Manchester  1785  Dec.  21  Informing  B.  that  he  has  been  unanimously  elected  an 

Honorary  Member  of  the  Society.  [Signed  by  the  Secretaries,  Thomas 
Barnes  and  Thomas  Henry.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  218 

D.T.C.  4.  200 

2.  [Soho  Square  1785  Dec.  23]  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  honour  conferred  upon  him  by 

the  Society ;  he  will  always  be  ready  to  serve  the  Society  when  compatible 
with  the  interests  of  R.S.  D.T.C.  4.  201 

3.  Manchester  [1801  June  24]  The  Society  feels  honoured  by  B.’s  desire  to  have  its 

publications  for  his  library ;  has  made  up  a  complete  set  for  him,  some  being 
out  of  print.  [Signed  by  William  Turner,  Secretary.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  297 


MANN,  Abbe  Theodore  Augustin,  F.R.S.  (1735-1809).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  Brussels  1778  June  29  Thanks  B.  for  the  pistol  for  inflammable  air;  has  asked 
Irvine  to  procure  Flora  Monspeliensis  which  was  published  at  The  Hague ; 
had  a  pistol  for  inflammable  air  of  glass  and  tin,  liable  to  burst;  great 
interest  in  Brussels  in  medical  electricity;  de  Sage  in  Paris  claims  to  be  able 
to  extract  from  one  cwt.  of  garden  earth  3-4  oz.  of  pure  gold;  suggests  that 
it  would  be  more  lucrative  to  plant  peas  and  cabbages. 


2.  Brussels 


3.  Brussels 


4.  Brussels 

5.  Brussels 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  1 80-1 81 

1778  Oct.  19  He  much  enjoyed  the  visit  of  Ryan;  observations  on 
electricity  for  treatment  of  paralysed  limbs;  the  expenses  of  war  will  not 
permit  of  the  equipment  of  an  electrical  room  for  paralytic  cases;  experi¬ 
ments  published  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  [Brussels]  Academy  on  pouring 
oil  on  water,  formation  of  sandbanks,  etc. ;  death  of  Irvine ;  is  unable  to 
procure  for  B.  Sauvage’s  Flora  Monspeliensis. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  182-183 

1778  Dec.  18  Congratulates  B.  on  his  presidency  of  R.S.;  when  his 

health  permits,  he  will  begin  a  paper  worthy  of  the  Society;  sends  a  paper 
by  Prince  Gallitzin  [Gholitziun  ( q.v.)~\  on  the  relative  efficacy  of  sharp  or 
blunt  electric  [lightning]  conductors.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  184 

1779  Feb.  26  Sends  his  treatise  on  Rivers  and  Canals;  reports  that  the 

war  with  Germany  is  almost  ended.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  230 

1779  Apl.  30  Hopes  that  B.  has  received  his  lengthy  manuscript;  en¬ 
closes  one  on  the  Tourmaline  stone  of  the  Tyrol  by  a  young  member  of 
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the  Academy;  reports  a  curious  phenomenon  of  the  tide  on  the  coast  of 


6.  Brussels 

Finland  and  asks  if  anything  similar  was  observed  on  the  coast  of  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  231 
1779  June  13  Congratulates  B.  on  his  marriage;  remarks  on  the  stan¬ 

dardization  of  weights  and  measures;  mentions  Hammond,  Customs 
official  at  Dover,  to  help  him  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  books  sent  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  232 

7.  Brussels 

1779  Nov.  23  Will  send  B.  copies  of  his  latest  publications  and  describes 

the  work  on  which  he  is  occupied ;  asks  if  he  received  the  translation  of 
Muller’s  letter  to  Born  on  the  Tourmaline  of  the  Tyrol,  which  was  sent  to 
Magellan  to  forward;  speaks  of  an  experiment  on  an  incombustible  house; 
asks  if  there  is  any  possibility  of  his  being  elected  to  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  233 

8.  Brussels 

1779  Dec.  31  Thanks  B.  for  the  kind  reception  of  his  work  on  Rivers  and 

Canals  [above,  No.  4]  at  R.S. ;  would  like  to  have  10  reprints  of  it ;  hopes  that 
B.’s  plan  for  universal  measures  will  be  successful;  has  presented  to  the 
Brussels  Acad,  a  set  of  tables  of  money,  weights  and  measures  of  all 
trading  nations,  which  he  has  compiled;  doubts  the  rumour  that  Capt. 
Cook  is  safe  at  Canton,  but  desires  confirmation;  asks  if  his  book  can  be 
printed  in  England  as  his  philosophical  views  meet  with  little  favour  in 
Belgium.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  234-235 

9.  Brussels 

1780  July  24  Thanks  B.  for  25  copies  of  his  [R.S.]  paper,  which  he  offers 

to  pay  for;  will  send  a  hand-copy  of  his  tables  of  weights  and  measures  as 
soon  as  permission  [of  the  Acad.]  is  granted;  [John  Turberville]  Needham 
is  still  interested  in  electricity  to  cure  various  ills,  especially  in  silver  and 
lead  mines ;  speaks  of  Ingenhousz’s  vegetation  experiments  but  disagrees 
with  his  conclusions.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094  236 

10.  Brussels 

1782  Mar.  26  Announces  the  death  of  John  Turberville  Needham;  has 

asked  Magellan  to  repay  B.  for  printing  his  treatise  on  Rivers  and  Canals; 
the  Due  d’Arenberg,  blinded  by  an  unlucky  shot  of  Sir  William  Gordon’s, 
intends  to  visit  England;  is  keenly  interested  in  Herschel’s  discovery. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  95-96 

11.  Brussels 

1782  Nov.  25  Was  pleased  to  receive  Broussonet  ( q.v .,  No.  1)  on  B.’s 

recommendation;  has  seen  the  younger  Linnaeus;  is  certain  that  Price’s 
claim  to  have  produced  gold  is  fraudulent.  [Cf.  Cameron ,  1 51-157.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  97-98 

12.  Brussels 

1783  Jan.  17  Promises  Vols.  2,  3  and  4  of  the  [Brussels]  Academy;  has 

for  years  studied  the  nature  of  the  effects  of  the  sun  and  moon  on  the 
atmosphere  and  gives  excerpts  from  one  of  his  memoirs  in  answer  to  B.’s 
queries  concerning  the  difference  between  “high”  and  “low”  air  and 
their  influence  on  the  barometer;  discusses  B.’s  experiments  on  igniting 
ochre  and  oil;  hopes  the  new  Prime  Minister,  Count  Belgiojoso  will 
encourage  the  Acad,  of  Sciences  and  the  arts  and  manufactures ;  has  already 
had  'a  visit  from  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  204-205 

13.  Brussels 

1783  Apl.  1  Hears  from  Magellan  that  the  ochre  sent  by  B.  will  come 

with  the  books,  etc. ;  Magellan  has  ordered  a  large  number  of  books  to  be 
bought  at  the  sale  of  Needham’s  library;  sends  a  packet  of  memoirs  by 
himself,  and  the  2nd  and  3rd  vols.  of  the  Academy. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  206 
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15.  Brussels 


16.  Brussels 


17.  Brussels 


18.  Brussels 


19.  Brussels 


20.  Brussels 


Theodore  Augustin,  continued 

1783  Aug.  22  Apologizes  for  delay  in  sending  Vol.  4  of  the  Memoirs  of 
the  Acad.,  and  for  the  neglect  of  the  Secretary  to  send  all  the  vols  to  R.S. ; 
has  received  the  ochre,  but  too  late  for  this  session  of  the  Acad. ;  thanks  B. 
for  scientific  news  and  of  Herschel’s  discoveries ;  has  nearly  completed  an 
essay  on  the  Natural  History  of  the  environs  of  Brussels;  his  friend  the 
physician  Burtin,  who  has  the  finest  collection  of  natural  curiosities  in  the 
Netherlands,  is  engaged  upon  a  sumptuous  work. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  207-208 

1783  Oct.  30  Delay  in  replying  is  due  to  serious  illness;  has  sent  Acad. 
Memoirs  to  B.  and  R.S.  and  6  sets  to  Elmsley,  the  bookseller;  sends 
prospectus  of  Burtin’s  Oryctographie  de  Bruxelles ;  gives  account  of  the 
greatest  heat-wave  ever  remembered  in  the  Low  Countries  and  its  effects, 
the  latter  attributed  to  volcanic  eruptions  in  Iceland;  the  “aerostatic 
machine”  [balloon]  was  sent  up  in  the  presence  of  the  Court  on  23rd 
Oct;  is  collecting  data  for  B.  on  the  meteor  seen  on  18th  Aug.;  asks  when 
the  narrative  of  Cook’s  Third  Voyage  will  appear. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  209 

1784  June  4  Congratulates  B.  on  the  termination  of  the  dissensions  at 

R.S. ;  thinks  highly  of  Cavendish’s  discovery  of  the  convertibility  of  air 
into  water  and  regrets  that  Lavoisier  has  claimed  the  discovery  of  the 
composition  of  water;  has  great  admiration  for  Herschel;  is  about  to  make 
a  tour  through  Europe;  regrets  to  find  the  Abbe  Magellan  among  the 
“insurgents”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  307 

1785  Apl.  2  Apologizes  for  not  having  answered  B.’s  letter  and  con¬ 
gratulates  him  on  the  cessation  of  “the  spirit  of  animosity  and  discord” 
at  R.S. ;  refers  to  his  recent  long  journey  through  France,  Switzerland  and 
Germany;  his  Nat.  Hist,  of  Brussels  and  Environs  is  printed,  but  not  yet 
published;  messages  from  Counts  Belgiojoso  and  de  Lauraguais  and  M. 
Bosschaert  to  B. ;  stagnation  in  science  through  rumours  of  war. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  128 

1785  Sept.  6  Planta  has  brought  B.’s  letter  of  17th  July;  effects  of 
Asparagus  on  gout ;  Thicknesse  has  republished  the  account  he  gave  of  his 
own  case  without  permission;  answers  B.’s  enquiries  about  the  fate  of  the 
libraries  of  the  lately  suppressed  monasteries ;  all  the  manuscripts  will  go 
to  the  Royal  Library  at  Brussels;  notes  on  what  is  likely  to  be  available 
later;  Elmsley  is  now  arranging  the  exchange  of  publications  the  Acad,  for 
Phil.  Trans.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  336-337 

1787  Mar.  26  It  will  take  some  time  to  procure  the  samples  of  wool 
required  by  B.,  as  these  can  only  be  had  at  the  annual  wool-markets ;  as  to 
manuscripts  from  the  monasteries  relating  to  Lincolnshire  and  Revesby 
Abbey,  the  position  is  the  same  as  when  he  last  wrote;  the  universal 
upheaval  in  government  and  the  constitution  has  diverted  attention  from 
the  arts  and  sciences;  is  grateful  for  news  of  Herschel’s  discoveries; 
would  like  to  be  considered  as  a  candidate  for  election  to  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  470 

1788  Apl.  8  Expresses  thanks  for  his  election  to  R.S.;  refers  to  a  pro¬ 

jected  work  on  the  “Tydes”  and  currents  on  the  coasts  and  parts  of  the 
British  Channel  and  North  Sea.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  92 
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21.  Brussels  1788Oct.ro  Thanks  B.  for  the  pleasure  of  having  made  the  acquaintance 


22.  Brussels 

of  Blagden  on  B.’s  introduction,  and  repeats  his  thanks  for  his  election  to 
R.S. ;  will  send  5th  vol.  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Acad,  for  B.  and  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  223 
1789  Apl.  28  The  books  for  which  B.  enquires  were  shipped  by  Union , 

Capt.  Smith,  and  hopes  they  will  arrive  before  this  letter;  Lloyd  has 
visited  him  and  given  him  all  the  scientific  and  political  news ;  is  confirmed 
in  his  idea  that  Magellan  is  no  longer  sane,  but  will  try  to  recover  from 
him  the  catalogue  of  the  Harleian  manuscripts;  delay  in  producing  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Acad,  is  due  to  high  cost ;  during  his  vacation,  intends  to 
investigate  sea  currents.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  224 

23.  Brussels 

1790  Feb.  16  Describes  the  disturbed  political  situation  and  laments  the 

consequent  stagnation  of  science ;  acknowledges  on  behalf  of  the  Academy 
three  parts  of  Phil.  Trans. ;  discusses  proposed  improvements  in  new 
editions  of  Philip  Miller’s  Card.  Dictionary. ;  refers  to  Herschel  and 
Magellan.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  65 

24.  Downing 
Street 

1792  Nov.  26  Has  been  obliged  to  fly  from  Brussels  owing  to  the  invasion 

of  the  Low  Countries  by  the  French;  arrived  in  London  yesterday  with  Lord 
Elgin,  from  whose  house  he  is  now  writing.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  66 

25.  Brussels 

1793  Apl.  23  Thanks  B.  for  his  great  kindness  during  his  exile  in  Eng¬ 

land;  sends  various  books;  discusses  the  military  and  political  situation 
in  Belgium.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  156 

26.  Brussels 

1793  Oct.  28  Discusses  the  threatening  military  and  political  situation 

in  Belgium  and  fears  he  will  again  be  forced  to  flee. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  157 

27.  Brussels 

1794  Jan.  17  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  B.  is  recovering  from  gout;  is  in 

poor  health  owing  to  anxiety;  the  situation  is  still  threatening  and  the 
Government  lacks  cohesion  and  energy;  active  propaganda  is  carried  on 
by  the  Jacobins;  is  in  charge  of  public  education  and  endeavours  to 
counteract  the  irreligious  and  hostile  doctrines;  would  like  to  retire  to  a 
quiet  retreat;  is  pleased  the  coins  he  sent  were  acceptable  to  Miss  Banks 
to  whom  he  will  send  some  more  by  Dr.  Webster. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  277 

28.  Paderborn 

1794  Dec.  11  Relates  his  flight  and  wanderings  to  Ruremond,  Diisseldorf 

Keyserwerk  and  finally  to  Paderborn,  where  he  is  out  of  the  path  of  the 
armies  for  the  winter;  the  allied  troops  commit  excesses  and  plunder  on 
the  same  scale  as  the  French;  he  would  have  travelled  to  England  but  for 
ill-health;  if  provision  could  be  made  for  him  he  would  return  to  England 
in  the  spring,  otherwise  he  will  retire  to  Austria;  has  saved  his  MSS.  but 
no  part  of  his  library ;  his  present  retreat  is  a  good  one  for  a  naturalist  and 
is  rich  in  Roman  and  Saxon  antiquities;  describes  the  geology,  etc.,  and  has 
been  collecting  fossils.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  278 

29.  Prague 

1797  Nov.  20  Has  been  moving  from  place  to  place  to  avoid  the  enemy 

and  has  had  bad  health ;  he  must  remain  in  the  Austrian  dominions  or  he 
will  forfeit  his  pension;  he  has  collected  between  two  and  three  hundred 
German  coins  and  some  Belgian  medals  for  Miss  Banks,  which  are  now 
with  Lord  Elgin  in  Berlin,  who  will  send  them  to  her;  will  also  send  some 
publications  for  R.S.  and  Soc.  of  Antiquaries;  comments  on  the  state  of 
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science;  his  chief  pursuit  is  Natural  History;  chemistry  flourishes  under 
Klaproth,  Hermbstadt  and  Crell  and  astronomy  under  Zach ;  an  invention 
by  Reise,  etc. ;  in  Prague  the  Observatory  is  in  charge  of  Strnad  and  the 
Museum  of  Meissner.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  461 

30.  Prague  1798  May  1  Is  pleased  to  hear  the  box  has  reached  B.  safely;  though  far 

from  his  native  land,  which  he  is  unlikely  to  see  again,  he  desires  to  express 
his  gratitude  to  his  friends;  sends  a  short  paper  for  R.S. ;  war  is  expected 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  French;  Bernadotte’s  extravagant  behaviour 
and  retreat  from  Vienna  are  designed  to  bring  about  a  rupture;  if  the 
French  enter  Austria  it  will  probably  prevent  their  attempting  the  invasion 
of  England,  a  prospect  which  has  caused  him  anxiety  for  six  months. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  85 

31.  Prague  1799  Mar.  7  Sends  an  account  of  the  great  frost  of  the  past  winter  as 

observed  in  Prague;  is  putting  the  finishing  touches  to  a  work  on  which 
he  has  been  occupied  for  40  years;  such  application  is  a  diversion  from  the 
troubled  political  situation;  “if  Great  Britain  does  not  continue  to  stem 
the  torrent,  Europe  is  lost”;  Prussia  will  have  been  the  greatest  cause  of 
this  ruin ;  the  Kings  of  Naples,  Sardinia  and  Spain  are  crushed  and  the 
Swiss  and  the  Dutch  bound  hand  and  foot,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  184 

MANNERS-SUTTON,  Charles  (1755-1828).  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

1.  Lambeth  1819  Apl.  5  Pie  agrees  to  the  appointment  of  William  Phillips  [to  the 
staff  of  the  British  Museum]  in  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Scott. 

Brabourne,  148 

MANNHEIM,  Electoral  Academy  of  [Academia  Electoralis  Scientiarum  et  Elegantiarum 
Literarum  Theodoro-Palatinae].  (Founded  1763) 

1.  Mannheim  1781  Feb.  19  Informing  R.S.  that  a  Meteorological  Observatory  has 
been  established  at  the  Academy  and  asking  for  the  collaboration  of  R.S. 
for  their  mutual  benefit.  [Latin.  Signed  by  L.  B.  von  Hohenhausen, 
Sprengel  and  Hemmer.  Endorsed  by  B.,  “This  has  been  kept  till  now  in 
hopes  of  finding  some  one  who  couid  undertake  the  correspondence,  but 
no  one  has  yet  offerd  to  do  it”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  130-131 


MANNING,  Thomas  (1772 

1.  [Soho 
Square 

2.  Cambridge, 

Caius  Lodge 


[Soho 

Square 


-1840).  Traveller  and  Botanical  Collector 
1806]  Mar.  21  *  “If  I  could  have  a  short  conversation  with  you  this 
night  it  may  save  much  trouble.”  [MS.  contains  draft  of  M.’s  reply,  No.  2.] 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  85-86 

1806  Mar.  24  Has  always  considered  his  residence  at  Canton  to  be  under 
the  protection  of  the  East  India  Company  and  as  utterly  incompatible 
with  any  attempt  to  introduce  himself  from  there  clandestinely  into  China; 
gives  his  word  of  honour  not  to  try  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  either 
from  Macao  or  Canton  without  first  obtaining  permission  from  the 
Company.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  87-88 

1806  Apl.  ?  7]  *  Has  applied  on  M.’s  behalf  to  Court  of  Directors  of 
the  East  India  Company  and  should  already  have  received  a  favourable 
answer  had  it  not  been  for  the  procrastination  of  the  Chairman;  Sir 
Francis  Baring  and  Joseph  Cotton  ( qq.v .)  are  favourable  to  M. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  89-90 
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4.  [Caius  Lodge  1806  Apl.  — ]  Rough  draft  or  copy  of  a  letter  to  B.  setting  out  fully  his 

motives  and  intentions  in  regard  to  the  journey  to  China  for  which  B.  has 

made  application  on  his  behalf  to  the  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  157-158 

5.  Soho  Square  1806  Apl.  12  *  Informs  M.  that  the  Directors  have  permitted  him  to  go 

to  China  “free  of  expence  to  the  Company”,  and  that  as  long  as  M. 
resides  in  China  he  shall  be  “under  the  control  of  the  President  and  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  Supra-Cargoes” ;  this  information  was  com¬ 
municated  by  William  Ramsay  [Sec.  H.E.I.  Co.]  ( q.v .). 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  93-94 

6.  Soho  Square  1806  Apl.  20  *  Would  have  been  most  willing  to  ask  Napoleon  for  a 

passport  for  M.,  but  this  has  been  made  impossible  by  the  present  state 

of  affairs  between  the  two  countries,  although  Fox  and  Talleyrand  com¬ 
municate  under  flags  of  truce;  B.  cannot  refrain  from  adding  that  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  French  he  has  no  doubt  that  their  respect  for  science  and 
scientists  never  abated,  even  during  the  most  terrible  part  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion;  should  M.  be  captured,  B.  is  sure  that  he  will  regain  his  liberty  as 
his  project  is  so  very  worthy  of  protection  and  of  interest  to  all  civilized 
nations,  particularly  as  M.  was  liberated  from  the  detained  Englishmen 
in  France  on  Napoleon’s  personal  orders.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  95-96 

7.  At  Sea  1806  July  24  Is  comfortable  and  well  treated,  but  among  a  set  of  grossly 

ignorant  people ;  the  plants  on  board  are  mostly  thriving,  but  some  have 
died  or  lost  their  leaves ;  the  Captain  and  Mate  do  not  approve  of  plants 
on  board;  a  large  consignment  of  plants  from  Kew  to  Canton  in  1805 
mostly  died  from  accident  or  neglect.  [Extract,  Edzv.  Smith ,  269.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  326 

8.  Canton  1807  Apl.  16  Drummond  sailed  two  days  before  his  ship  arrived;  was 

welcomed  by  his  successor  Roberts;  thanks  B.  for  having  procured  for 
him  his  present  advantages ;  dispute  with  the  Mandarins ;  has  made  little 
progress  in  learning  the  language;  will  go  to  Macao  with  Sir  George 
Staunton;  Kerr  is  already  there.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  248-249 

D.T.C.  17.  41-44 


9.  [Soho 
Square] 

10.  Canton 


11.  Canton 


1807  Apl.  17  #  Asks  for  information  on  behalf  of  Lady  Banks  regarding 
Chinese  pottery,  Kilins,  the  sign  of  the  Imperial  Dragon. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  97-98 

1808  Jan.  5  Makes  slow  progress  with  the  language;  has  offered  his 
services  to  the  Emperor  as  astronomer  and  physician,  but  as  the  Mandarins 
refused  to  send  up  his  petition,  he  will  attack  them  again ;  and  English¬ 
man  with  several  years  good  conduct  can  always  get  employment  in  the 
Emperor’s  sendee;  is  going  to  Cochin  China  to  survey  the  parallels. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  268-269 
D.T.C.  17.  92-93 

1809  Mar.  1  Mentions  an  unsuccessful  expedition  to  Macao;  detailed 
report  on  china-ware,  colours,  materials,  history,  etc. ;  some  of  the  fine 
pieces  in  private  hands  had  been  originally  intended  for  the  Empress; 
“Imperial  Ware”  is  counterfeited  for  the  European  market;  hopes  B. 
received  his  letters  of  the  previous  year  from  Penang  and  Canton. 

V.  &  A.  Museum:  L.  3155.  R.C.K.  9 
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12.  Soho  Square  1810  Apl.  25  *  B.  has  learned  that  M.  has  not  been  able  to  get  into 
China,  and  suggests  that  he  should  abandon  the  enterprise  if  he  has  not 
succeeded  by  June;  says  that  men  like  M.  are  needed  in  England. 

B.M.  (. N.H .)  B.C.  118-119 

MANSON,  James.  British  Consul,  Rotterdam 

1.  Rotterdam  1773  Mar.  8  He  has  pleasant  recollections  of  the  visit  of  B.  and  Greville; 

discusses  various  topics:  the  status  of  the  clergy  in  Holland,  his  interest 
in  electrical  experiments;  gives  details  of  the  principal  Dutch  booksellers, 
Schouten  of  Amsterdam,  Luchtmans  of  Leiden,  Gosse  of  The  Hague; 
offers  to  obtain  for  B.  any  books  he  requires;  sends  messages  to  Solander, 
Aiton,  Lee  and  Greville.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  20 

MARAT,  Jean  Paul  (1743-1793).  Physician,  Physicist  and  Revolutionary 

1.  Paris  1788  Mar.  27  Asks  B.  to  induce  R.S.  to  verify  his  new  theories  of  Light, 

described  in  his  book  [Memoir  es  Academiques,  ou  nouvelles  decouvertes  sur 
la  Lumiere,  Paris,  1788];  thinks  his  discoveries  will  be  of  great  use  to 
makers  of  optical  instruments.  [French.]  [Endorsed  by  B.  that  R.S.  never 
undertakes  such  experiments  nor  gives  opinions  on  discoveries.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  93-94 

2.  Paris  1788  Apl.  20  Points  out  that  the  work  submitted  to  B.  for  R.S.  has 

nothing  in  common  with  that  submitted  eight  years  previously  to  the 
Acad,  des  Sciences  de  Paris;  renews  his  request.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  95 

MARCH,  John.  Merchant 

1.  Lisbon  1792  June  9  He  is  expecting  the  arrival  of  30  [Merino]  sheep  which  will 

be  immediately  shipped;  is  continuing  his  endeavours  to  obtain  more. 

Windsor,  R.A.  6962 


MARCHETTI,  Bartolomeo 

1.  Rome  179 2  May  26  He  has  invented  a  navigational  device  enabling  ships  to 

dispense  with  chronometers  and  astronomical  observations;  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  this  will  be  a  real  service  to  navigation,  he  is  submitting 
full  particulars  to  R.S.  [Italian.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  158 

MARIVETZ,  Etienne  Clement,  Baron  de.  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  Paris  1783  May  18  He  sends  the  third  volume  of  his  work  [Physique  du 

Monde,  with  L.  J.  Goussier,  5  vols.,  Paris,  1780-89]  for  the  Academy 
[R.S.],  and  the  first  three  volumes  for  B.  himself;  the  present  volume  deals 
with  Light,  and  the  next  will  treat  the  theory  of  Colour.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  210 

2.  Paris  1784  Mar.  30  Is  grateful  for  B.’s  approval  of  the  first  three  volumes  of 

his  work;  he  now  sends  by  Brissot  de  Warville  the  fourth  volume  for  R.S. ; 
he  would  like  to  be  a  candidate  for  that  society.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  308 

MARKHAM,  Richard  Anthony,  afterwards  Salisbury  ( q.v .). 


37— b.l. 
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MARRA,  John  (1746-1776  +  ).  Seaman 

1.  On  board  1775  [July  30]  Announces  that  the  ship  has  arrived  after  a  tedious  but 
Resolution  successful  voyage;  he  has  collected  for  B.  some  “curiosities”  and  shells; 

he  has  much  to  relate  and  hopes  he  may  have  an  early  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  [Edw.  Smith,  45.  The  writer  was  A.B.  on  Cook’s  First  Voyage 
and  Gunner’s  Mate  on  the  Second.]  B.M.  Add.  M.S.  33977.  53 

MARSDEN,  William,  F.R.S.  (1754-1836).  Orientalist;  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.  ( See  also 
Addenda) 


1.  Caroline 
Street 

2.  London 


3.  Soho  Square 


4.  Lincoln 


5.  London 


6.  Soho  Square 


1783  Apl.  30  Sends  an  account  of  the  Lightning-stroke  at  Fort  Marl¬ 
borough,  on  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra,  on  18th  March,  1782. 

R.S.  Letters  1737-83.  27 

1789  Oct.  29  Regrets  to  hear  that  Major  Rennell  has  met  with  an 

accident;  has  just  returned  from  a  tour;  after  visiting  the  Cumberland 
Lakes,  went  to  the  N.  of  Ireland  and  saw  the  Giant’s  Causeway,  then 
passed  to  the  W.  side,  following  the  course  of  the  Shannon  and  visited 
Killarney,  going  from  thence  to  Cork,  Youghal,  Waterford,  etc., to  Dublin; 
returned  through  N.  Wales,  Stroud,  Cirencester  and  Slough,  where  he 
called  on  Herschel  who  has  a  paper  ready  on  the  6th  Satellite ;  there  was 
no  meeting  of  the  Academy  while  he  was  in  Dublin,  but  he  visited  Lord 
Charlemont.  D.T.C.  6.  267-268 

1790  Apl.  3  *  Describes  experiments  with  the  gum  of  the  Babul  tree. 

[See  East  India  Co.,  Nos.  15,  16];  comparison  of  the  product  with 
Gum  Arabic  from  Senegal.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  7 

1790  Sept.  9  *  Asks  him  to  take  delivery  from  Capt.  [Edward]  Manning 
of  the  animal  [a  Rhinoceros  from  Sumatra] ;  Dryander  and  Maclean  will 
give  every  assistance;  fears  the  winter  will  destroy  it  unless  adequately 
protected ;  suggests  lodging  it  at  Exeter  ’Change  or  with  someone  else  in 
the  trade,  on  condition  of  its  being  housed  in  a  manner  approved  by  M. ; 
if  Maclean  should  not  be  wanted  in  clearing  the  animal  [at  the  Custom 
House],  requests  M.  to  deliver  the  enclosed  letter  to  him  or  his  son  in 
the  office  of  the  India  Inspector,  Custom  House;  is  in  excellent  health 
at  Lincoln  Races.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  10 

D.T.C.  7.  160-161 

1793  Sept.  7  Went  to  see  Lord  Howe’s  Squadron  in  Torbay,  but  as  it 

had  sailed,  went  on  a  tour  in  Cornwall;  the  mines  were  idle,  the  men 
having  demanded  better  terms  which  the  owners  refused  to  concede; 
thanks  B.  for  sending  the  paper  on  Batavia,  which  contains  some  curious 
matter  but  is  often  wrong  in  its  facts ;  will  visit  Ireland  in  November ;  a 
paper  in  Asiatick  Researches,  Vol.  3,  seeks  to  prove  from  the  Puranas  that 
the  Hindoos  were  acquainted  not  only  with  Egypt  but  with  Britain  and 
Ireland ;  in  a  future  number  there  will  be  an  account  from  the  same  source 
of  St.  Patrick’s  Purgatory.  D.T.C.  8.  254-256 

1794  May  25  *  He  has  made  up  a  party  to  go  to-morrow  to  visit  Perry’s 
Dock,  thence  to  Deptford  Yard  and  dine  at  the  Globe  at  Greenwich, 
returning  by  water;  his  companions  will  be  Lord  Sheffield,  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer  and  some  others,  and  he  invites  M.  to  join  them. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  13 
D.T.C.  8.  198 

1796  Dec.  12  Wishes  to  know  how  the  account  for  the  payment  of 
bounties  [to  seamen]  stands  as  regards  the  County  of  Lincoln;  he  has 
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written  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Navy  and  encloses  his  reply;  it  appears 
that  the  whole  amount  has  been  paid  by  the  County  Treasurer  and  has  not 
been  repaid  to  Government.  Lindsey,  n.  3.  3 

8.  Navy  Office  1796  Dec.  12  [From  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hamond  to  Marsden.]  It 

appears  that  the  men  raised  for  the  Navy  under  the  recent  Act,  who  should 
have  one-third  of  their  bounty  on  enrolment,  and  two-thirds  on  their  being 
mustered  in  their  ships,  have  been  paid  the  whole  amount  by  the  County 
Treasurer,  although  one-third  is  stated  on  their  tickets;  he  is  having  the 
account  for  the  County  of  Lincoln  prepared  and  it  will  be  forwarded; 
he  is  instructing  Captains  to  be  more  careful  to  see  that  no  man  is  paid 
the  whole  bounty  on  enrolment  to  prevent  desertion  and  over-payment. 

Lindsey.  11.  3.  4 

9.  [Soho  Square  1796  Dec.  12]  *  It  appears  that  the  Act  requires  that  two-thirds  of  the 

bounty  to  seamen  be  paid  by  Government  to  the  County  Treasurer,  but  it 
is  not  to  be  paid  to  the  men  until  certificates  are  produced  that  they  have 
been  mustered  in  one  of  H.M.  ships;  it  also  appears  that  the  Navy  Board 
has  advanced  this  sum  and  claims  repayment  by  the  County ;  it  seems  that 
at  £40  per  man  the  total  is  £6,400,  two-thirds  of  which  is  £4627,  but  only 
£2800  has  been  received ;  he  is  enquiring  into  it  and  will  report  the  result. 
[See  Clitherow,  R.,  Nos.  1,  2.]  Lindsey.  11.  3.  3A 

1796  Dec.  13  It  seems  that  volunteers  have  the  option,  on  being  mustered, 
of  receiving  the  whole  of  their  bounty  or  of  having  it  paid  to  their  families 
on  production  of  the  ticket  signed  by  the  Captain ;  in  the  former  case  the 
payment  is  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Cheque  at  the  port,  and  as  the  Navy 
Board  provide  the  funds,  they  call  on  the  Counties  to  reimburse  them ;  if 
the  County  Justices  have  already  paid  the  men,  they  receive  their  bounty 
twice  over,  an  illegal  and  irregular  proceeding;  payment  is  made  on 
mustering  to  prevent  desertion.  Lindsey,  n.  3.  6 

1798  [Aug.  ?]  22  *  Requests  him  to  send  books  marked  [in  a  list  which 
is  missing],  so  that  Correia  can  begin  his  researches;  if  there  is  difficulty  in 
sending  them,  he  will  call  for  them  at  his  house  to-morrow.  D.T.C.u.  112 
[Note.  This  letter  is  dated  “Wed.  22.  1798”.  The  only  month  in  that  year 
in  which  the  22nd  fell  on  a  Wednesday  is  August,  when  Banks  was  at 
Overton  or  Revesby,  and  therefore  could  not  call  at  M.’s  house  in  London.] 

1804  Aug.  6  Informs  B.  that  [Sir  Evan]  Nepean  belongs  nominally  to 
the  Board  [of  Admiralty]  but  will  not  take  his  seat  until  he  returns  from 
Ireland  [where  he  is  Chief  Secretary] ;  has  no  news  of  Flinders  except 
that  he  is  a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  Isle  de  France,  where  he  was  captured 
on  his  return  from  Port  Jackson;  this  is  a  gross  violation  of  the  good 
faith  that  has  hitherto  protected  discoverers  and  demands  a  remonstrance 
to  the  French  Government.  D.T.C.  15.  14 

13.  Soho  Square  1805  Feb.  21  *  When  the  Board  of  Admiralty  settled  the  salaries  to  be 
paid  to  the  men  of  science  in  H.M.S.  Investigator  the  sum  was  understood 
by  them  and  by  B.  to  be  a  net  amount,  free  from  deductions,  and  the 
half-year’s  salary  advanced  to  them  was  so  paid ;  during  their  absence  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  deducted  is.  6 d.  in  the  £,  the  word 
“salary”  having  been  inadvertently  used  for  “allowances”;  asks  whether 
the  deduction  thus  made,  which  has  not  yet  been  returned  to  the  Tax 


10.  Admiralty 
Office 


11.  [Soho 
Square] 
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Office,  shall  be  made  good  by  a  new  grant,  or  if  the  deduction  remaining 
in  the  Navy  Board  shall  be  paid  to  the  claimants  instead  of  being  sent  to 
the  Tax  Office.  D.T.C.  15.  290-291 

14.  Soho  Square  [1805]  July  — *  Is  informed  that  H.M.S.  Calcutta  lately  arrived  at  Ports¬ 

mouth  has  on  board  12  casks  of  dried  plants,  etc.,  sent  home  by  Robert 


15.  Revesby 
Abbey 

Brown,  botanist  in  H.M.S.  Investigator;  if  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
approve,  he  is  ready  to  take  charge  of  the  specimens  and  preserve  them 
by  airing,  etc.,  until  Brown  arrives;  asks  that  an  order  be  given  to  bring 
the  packages  to  the  river  and  advise  him  of  their  arrival;  asks  that  some 
packages  on  the  same  ship  addressed  to  himself  may  be  brought  with  the 
others.  Brown  Corr.  3.  122 

1805  Oct.  12  *  Has  known  for  some  time  that  Mungo  Park’s  journal  was 

in  the  custody  of  the  captain  of  a  slave-ship  in  the  Gambia  who  refused  to 
give  it  up;  hopes  that  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  if 
it  has  been  embezzled,  it  is  an  abominable  act;  has  had  a  letter  from  James 
Jackson  ( q.v .)  stating  that  Park  was  seen  at  Tabra,  the  port  of  Timbuctoo, 
last  March,  but  suspects  this  to  be  a  fable.  Dawson  MS.  46.  27 

D.T.C.  16.  146 

16.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1805  Oct.  19  *  The  cases  of  Natural  History  specimens  sent  home  by  the 

adventurers  [Brown  and  Bauer]  are  numerous  enough  to  show  they  have 
reaped  plentifully,  but  the  collections  made  by  the  French  in  small 
countries  are  greater  than  those  made  by  our  countrymen  in  the  immense 
continent  of  New  Holland;  the  captured  collections  of  Martin  from 
Guiana  and  those  from  the  expedition  in  search  of  La  Perouse  are  certainly 
much  greater;  gives  a  list  of  the  cases  (36)  and  their  contents;  advises  that 
the  cases  be  entrusted  to  the  collectors;  by  the  precedents  in  the  case  of 
Cook’s  Second  and  Third  Voyages,  whereby  the  services  of  the  draughts¬ 
men  were  retained  for  some  time  after  their  arrival,  suggests  that  Brown 
be  employed  to  classify  the  collections  and  Bauer  to  finish  the  drawings. 

D.T.C.  16.  1 49-1 50 

17.  Soho  Square  1806  Aug.  7  *  Requests  him  to  inform  Lord  H[owick,  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty]  that  in  consequence  of  an  application  from  Lord  Spencer  that 


18.  Admiralty 
Office 

he  should  use  his  influence  with  his  scientific  friends  in  France  for  the 
liberation  of  Flinders  and  of  the  Revd.  F.  H.  Egerton,  he  was  permitted  to 
nominate  two  French  prisoners  in  his  request,  Capt.  Milius  and  Rivaud; 
these  two  returned  to  France,  having  been  asked  by  him  to  obtain, 
through  Senator  Lacepede,  the  liberation  of  Flinders  and  Egerton  and  also 
of  Mr.  Gee,  the  son  of  a  friend  at  Boston;  he  has  been  informed  that 
orders  for  the  release  of  Flinders  have  been  issued,  that  Gee  has  his 
passport  and  that  Egerton  has  also  been  released;  Capt.  Milius  has 
requested  him  to  obtain  the  release  of  Julien  Jouneau  of  the  frigate  Didon, 
now  a  prisoner  at  Wincanton,  in  consideration  of  his  having  obtained  the 
liberty  of  three  prisoners  for  the  two  granted;  in  the  hope  that  he  (B.)  may 
be  of  use  in  future,  requests  Lord  Howick’s  permission  for  the  release  of 
Jouneau.  [See  McLeay,  A.,  No.  5].  D.T.C.  16.  304-305 

1806  Aug.  8  He  is  directed  by  Lord  Howick  to  say  that  he  was  extremely 

surprised  that  B.  had  written  to  Lacepede  stating  that  Milius  had  obtained 
his  liberty  in  consequence  of  his  (B.’s)  intervention;  his  Lordship  states 
that  Milius’s  release  was  granted  on  a  representation  from  Sir  Rupert 
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George  on  the  state  of  his  health,  and  that  he  had  had  a  private  letter  from 
Lord  Yarmouth  stating  that  Milius  had  been  allowed  to  negotiate  his 
exchange  for  an  officer  of  equal  rank  now  in  France,  in  consequence  of 
which  Lord  H.  nominated  Capt.  Brenton;  Lord  H.  states  that  as  both 
before  and  since  the  release  of  Milius  so  many  officers  have  been  allowed 
to  return  to  France  on  parole,  he  must  decline  consenting  to  the  release  of 
any  more  until  the  French  Government  adopt  a  more  liberal  attitude. 

D.T.C.  1 6.  306-307 


19.  Soho  Square  1806  Aug.  9  *  From  the  tenour  of  the  letter  Lord  Howick  directed  him 

to  write,  he  thinks  there  must  be  some  misunderstanding,  due  to  some 
inaccuracy  in  his  letter  [No.  17]  and  requests  that  he  may  have  it  back  by 
bearer  to  be  returned  in  half  an  hour.  [Marked  Private .]  D.T.C.  16.  308 

20.  [Soho  Square  x 806  Aug.  9]  *  [Documents  headed  “Remarks  on  Mr.  Marsden’s  letter 

to  Sir  Joseph  Banks”,  evidently  the  basis  of  his  reply  to  No.  18.]  The 
points  made  are  as  follows:  (1)  the  ostensible  cause  of  Lord  Howick’s 
dissatisfaction  is  without  foundation,  for  his  letter  does  not  even  hint  that 
he  had  stated  to  Lacepede  that  Milius  was  released  through  his  interference ; 
(2)  in  his  letter  to  Lacepede,  Milius’s  name  is  not  mentioned  nor  that  of 
Flinders,  but  the  application  was  solely  in  favour  of  Egerton;  (3)  Lord  H. 
probably  fears  that  B.’s  intervention  in  exchanges  may  interfere  with  his 
Lordship’s  efforts  to  secure  the  liberation  of  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy 
that  he  recommends,  and  this  reason  would  be  just  if  it  had  any  foundation ; 
(4)  he  (B.)  has  been  most  careful  to  avoid  even  speaking  of  exchanges,  for 
all  he  desires  is  the  liberty  of  returning  on  parole,  leaving  the  final  business 
of  exchange  to  those  to  whom  it  properly  belongs ;  (5)  Capt.  Milius  in  his 
letter  to  B.  thanks  him  for  interfering  in  his  favour:  “la  faveur  de 
retourner  en  France  sur  parole”;  (6)  the  order  for  the  release  of  Flinders 
was  not  negotiated  by  Milius  or  by  Lacepede,  but  by  de  Bougainville; 
(7)  that  Milius  owed  his  liberty  to  B.  is  acknowledged  by  the  Transport 
Board  to  whom  B.  had  frequently  urged  the  state  of  his  health  and  finally 
agreed  to  his  parole;  (8)  gives  a  list  of  10  persons  whose  liberty  B.  has 
obtained  through  his  scientific  friends  in  France.  D.T.C.  16.  309-3 11 

21.  Soho  Square  1808  Jan.  5  *  As  he  is  confined  to  bed  by  gout,  “the  burthen  of  the 

Royal  Society’s  chair  is  likely  to  fall  upon  you”  as  Greville’s  health  will  not 
permit  him  to  go  out;  Lord  Morton  will  soon  be  in  town,  and  will  willingly 
do  his  share,  but  meantime  asks  M.  to  take  charge  of  the  meetings. 

D.T.C.  17.  91 

1809  Nov.  14  *  As  he  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  Council  Meeting  at 

R.S.  owing  to  gout,  asks  M.  to  take  his  place  and  not  to  forget  to  give 
notice  of  the  ensuing  election.  D.T.C.  17.  337 

1810  Feb.  14  *  Is  again  confined  by  gout,  and  as  Lord  Morton  is  unable 
to  assist  and  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle  also  is  ill,  requests  M.  to  take  the  chair 
at  the  Council  and  General  Meetings  of  R.S.  to-morrow.  D.T.C.  18.  8 

1810  Oct.  20  *  Welcomes  the  dating  of  Flinders’s  promotion  [to  the 
rank  of  Post  Captain]  as  founded  on  reason  and  good  sense,  since  it  carries 
the  date  back  as  far  as  the  rules  of  the  office  will  allow;  it  rewards  the 
merits  of  the  discoverer  and  gives  some  compensation  for  the  miseries  of 
his  unjust  confinement;  by  the  death  of  his  friend  Dryander,  he  has  lost 
his  right  hand.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  71 


22.  Soho  Square 

23.  Soho  Square 


24.  Revesby 
Abbey 
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Marsden,  William,  continued 
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26. 


[Soho  1811  — *  Asks  if  he  lent  him  the  Otaheite  vocabulary  and  grammar 

Square]  shortly  before  Christmas;  this  was  sent  to  him,  but  he  cannot  remember 

where  it  is.  D.T.C.  18.  112 

Spring  1812  July  23  *  Thanks  him  for  sending  an  account  of  Griffith’s  case  of 

Grove  treatment  for  gout ;  the  statement  says  that  he  thrice  repeated  the  dose  of 

Husson’s  Eau  Medicinale  which  threw  him  into  a  dangerous  state;  he 
suggests  this  was  not  owing  to  the  effect  of  the  medicine,  but  to  its  lack  of 
effect;  such  was  his  own  case,  when  the  medicine  did  not  act  on  the 
disease,  but  produced  purging  which  left  him  still  under  the  effect  of  the 
disease ;  he  has  lately  had  an  attack  of  gout  which  was  repelled  by  60  drops 
of  Husson’s  dose  and  he  has  not  had  a  relapse  for  29  days;  the  Dahlia 
which  produces  the  fine  flower  also  produces  an  esculent  root  which  he 
has  tasted;  if  the  Zea  mays  will  grow  in  this  climate,  its  leaves  are  more 
nourishing  to  cattle  than  hay.  •  D.T.C.  18.  163-164 

27.  Soho  Square  1814  Feb.  1  *  Requests  the  loan  of  Sir  Gore  Ouseley’s  magazine  in  which 

the  Bulbul  or  Persian  Nightingale  is  described.  D.T.C.  19.  3 

28.  Soho  Square  1817  Apl.  14  *  Lends  the  journal  of  [Sir  Stamford]  Raffles’s  second 

inland  expedition  which  is  more  interesting  than  his  first.  D.T.C.  20.  24 

29.  Soho  Square  1817  May  12  *  Returns  the  papers  lent  to  him,  but  regrets  to  say  that 

the  account  of  the  Tapir  was  read  to  the  Paris  Institut  six  months  ago, 
and  still  more  sorry  that  Raffles  took  with  him  the  two  Frenchmen 
[Diard  and  Duvaucel]  who  will  transmit  to  Paris  the  first  account  of  all 
they  discover;  his  gardener,  “who  is,  of  course,  my  master”,  is  coming 
to  discuss  mowing  [at  Spring  Grove].  D.T.C.  20.  27 

30.  Soho  Square  1817  Dec.  30  *  Has  had  a  letter  from  Blagden  informing  him  that  he  has 

delivered  M.’s  letter  to  Langlois  who  will  be  happy  to  be  useful  in  “this 
business”  (not  specified) ;  has  a  detailed  account  of  Adam’s  Peak  in  Ceylon; 
the  Sinhalese  make  continual  pilgrimages  there  to  the  Sacred  Footstep, 
but  no  mention  is  made  of  Mohammedan  pilgrims.  D.T.C.  20.  80 

Aldenham,  1819  May  9  Sends  a  letter  from  Sir  Stamford  Raffles  describing  the 
Watford  Tapir  of  Sumatra;  the  drawing  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  [Peter]  Auber  [Sec., 

H.E.I.  Co.]  at  India  House  and  he  has  written  requesting  that  it  be  sent  to 
B. ;  this  is  the  animal  called  “  Kuda  Ayer”,  or  River  Horse,  by  the  Malays, 
which  in  his  History  of  Sumatra  he  erroneously  supposed  to  be  the 
Hippopotamus.  Gunther  MS.  14.  33 

32.  Soho  Square  1820  Jan.  16*  Describes  the  extreme  cold  in  the  Thames  Basin;  the 

thermometer  in  the  Horticultural  Society’s  garden  at  Knightsbridge  last 
Friday  [Jan.  13]  stood  at  two  degrees  below  zero;  gardens  are  in  a  severe 
plight  and  Covent  Garden  is  almost  without  sellers ;  hopes  Mrs.  Marsden 
“does  not  despise  the  comforts  of  a  Flannel  Peticoat”;  the  Montifringilla 
is  not  a  rare  bird,  it  breeds  in  furze-bushes  on  the  commons  [probably  the 
Snow  Bunting,  Plectrophenax  nivalis,  is  meant].  D.T.C.  20.  219 


31 


MARSHALL,  Humphry  (1722-1801).  Botanist 

1.  Soho  Square  1786  Apl.  5  *  Asks  for  a  quantity  of  ginseng  roots  for  experiments. 

Darlington,  559-560 

2.  W.  Bradford,  1786  Nov.  14  Sends  account  of  expenses  for  collecting  the  ginseng. 

Chester  County  Darlington,  560-562 
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Marshall,  Humphry,  continued 


3.  Soho  Square 

4.  Soho  Square 
'5.  Soho  Square 
6.  Soho  Square 


1789  May  6  *  Acknowledges  receipt  of  box  of  plants ;  sends  list  of  further 

plants  wanted.  Darlington ,  562-563 

1790  Apl.  3  *  Acknowledges  receipt  of  box  of  plants,  encloses  list  of 

further  plants  required.  Darlington,  563 

1791  Mar.  2  *  Acknowledges  receipt  of  box  of  plants;  the  bill  drawn  on 

him  for  payment  has  been  honoured.  Darlington,  564 

1793  Aug.  28  *  Baron  Itzenplitz  desires  to  enter  into  correspondence 
with  him  (M.).  Darlington,  565 


MARSHALL,  Moses  (1758-1813).  Botanist 


1.  Chester  Co., 
Philadelphia 


2.  Chester  Co., 
Philadelphia 

3.  Chester  Co., 
Philadelphia 


1788  Oct.  26  Informs  B.  that  a  box  of  plants  is  in  transit  to  him,  and 
encloses  list ;  some  of  the  plants  he  was  unable  to  procure ;  gives  details  of 
the  plants  and  their  packing,  etc. ;  hopes  that  B.  will  not  consider  the  price 
he  asks,  £2  2 s.  od.  too  high  and  requests  him  to  pay  it  to  Eddy  on  demand. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  226-227 

1790  Oct.  30  Another  box  of  plants  has  been  dispatched  to  B.;  is  now 

on  a  botanical  tour.  Darlington,  563-564 

1791  Nov.  10  Has  sent  by  Pigou,  Capt.  Loxley,  a  box  of  plants  for  B. 

Darlington,  565 


MARSH  AM,  Charles,  1st  Earl  of  Romney,  F.R.S.  (1744-1811) 

1.  Arlington  1802  Apl.  1  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  [to  consider 
Street  erecting  a  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.] 

Wellcome,  67766.  (46) 


MARSHAM,  Robert,  F.R.S.  (1707-1797).  Naturalist 

1.  Stratton,  1788  Apl.  25  He  has  kept  a  calendar  for  more  than  50  years,  recording 

nr.  Norwich  the  weather,  the  leafing  and  flowering  of  trees,  some  early  flowers  and  birds ; 

when  [Benjamin]  Stillingfleet  visited  him  in  1755,  he  made  a  calendar  on  a 
more  extensive  plan;  compares  his  entries  with  those  of  Stillingfleet  and 
finds  many  differences  in  dates  of  the  foliation  of  trees,  etc.  and  explains 
them ;  proposes  to  tabulate  the  dates  of  certain  trees,  etc.  over  a  period  of 
30  years  and  present  a  copy  to  B.  D.T.C.  6.  23-24 

2.  Stratton  1788  May  22  Regrets  the  delay  in  preparing  his  tabulated  calendar; 

explains  the  method  and  extent  of  it,  beginning  with  the  Snowdrop  as  the 
earliest  flower  and  the  Hawthorn  as  the  earliest  leafing  tree,  etc.,  noting 
any  observations  made  outside  Norfolk;  observations  on  the  song  of  the 
Thrush,  the  croaking  of  Frogs,  the  arrival  of  migrant  Birds,  etc. 

D.T.C.  6.  29-30 


3.  Stratton  1789  Jan.  23  His  calendar  is  finished,  and  if  B.  thinks  it  would  be 
interesting  to  naturalists  and  the  Printing  Committee  [Committee  of 
Papers,  R.S.]  accept  it,  he  proposes  the  title  “Some  Symptons  of  Spring 
observed  by  Robert  Marsham  of  Stratton  in  Norfolk,  F.R.S.  Latitude 
520.  45° ”;  asks  for  B.’s  suggestions  for  a  better  arrangement  of  the 
columns,  but  fears  he  will  think  it  too  trifling  to  be  worth  printing;  if 
printed,  he  desires  100  copies  to  give  to  friends,  which  he  will  pay  for. 

D.T.C.  6.  126-127 


583 


MARTENS,  Franz  Heinrich  (1778-1805).  Physician 

1.  Leipzig  1802  Sept.  30  Asks  B.’s  help  with  two  books  he  wishes  to  publish  in 

England ;  the  first  is  a  treatise  on  applying  Galvanism  in  various  diseases, 
which  should  be  ready  in  March,  1803 ;  the  second  is  on  the  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases,  with  engravings;  he  wishes  to  publish  both  by  sub¬ 
scription  and  hopes  B.  will  make  them  known  and  subscribe  himself;  he 
does  not  intend  to  publish  either  book  in  German. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  271-273 

MARTIN,  John 

1.  [London]  1794  May  14  He  has  constructed  an  apparatus  to  demonstrate  the 

phenomena  of  Tides  and  desires  B.  to  inspect  it.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  113 

MARTIN,  Joseph  (fl.  1788-1826).  Naturalist  and  Traveller 

1.  South  1803  Oct.  16  Although  not  personally  known  to  B.,  he  writes  to  inform 

Moulton  him  that  after  an  absence  of  six  years,  he  left  Cayenne  with  his  collections 

to  rejoin  his  family  in  France;  his  collections,  in  157  cases,  addressed  to  the 
Museum  d’Histoire  Naturelle  were  embarked  on  U  Union,  which  was 
captured  by  two  British  ships;  he  was  taken  to  Jersey,  then  to  a  prison 
at  Plymouth,  where  he  remained  until  Sept,  when  he  came  to  his  present 
location  on  parole;  asks  B.  to  intervene  to  save  his  collections,  as  he  has 
done  before;  his  letters  to  his  family  and  to  the  Museum  have  gone 
astray;  asks  B.’s  help  to  have  letters  delivered.  \French.]  [See  Aiton,  W. 
T.  No  12,  Deschamps,  L.,  &Gabriel, — .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  274-277 


MARTIN,  Matthew,  F.R.S.  (1748-1838).  Naturalist 

1.  Teignmouth  1785  May  17  He  has  sent  a  paper  intended  for  R.S.  and  leaves  it  to  B.’s 

judgement  whether  it  should  be  read  or  suppressed;  submits  a  query  as  to 
Water  Lizards.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  198 

2.  Exeter  1792  Aug.  6  Gives  a  discription  of  an  Insect  that  bores  sugar-canes,  its 

life-history  and  the  method  of  destroying  it.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  78 


MARTYN,  Rev.  Thomas,  F.R.S.  (1735-1825).  Botanist 

1.  Park  1791  Apl.  25  The  Duke  of  Clarence,  President  of  the  Society  for  the 

Prospect  Improvement  of  Naval  Architecture,  has  appointed  B.  one  of  the  six 

Vice-Presidents.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  42 


2.  Frith  Street 

3.  Pertenhall 

4.  Pertenhall 


1796  June  15  [To  Robert  William  Elliston,  Theatre  Royal,  Bath.]  Sends 
congratulations  and  news  of  mutual  friends.  [It  is  difficult  to  understand 
why  this  letter  and  Nos.  3  and  5  were  found  in  B.’s  correspondence.] 

Kezv:  B.C.  2.  141 

1797  Sept.  2  [To  R.  W.  Elliston.]  Acknowledges  repayment  of  a  loan. 

Kezv:  B.C.  2.  173A 

1800  June  28  Explains  that  when  he  wrote  to  B.  on  the  subject  of  a 
botanist  at  Herrenhausen,  it  was  merely  for  information  and  not  for  any 
steps  to  be  taken;  of  B.’s  reasons  for  not  interfering,  he  agrees  with  the 
first  two,  but  not  with  the  third,  as  it  places  a  stigma  of  ignorance  on  his 
friend  [Joseph  Philippe  de]  Clairville  ( q.v .)  and  himself;  he  is  not  sure  that 
De  C.  is  the  author  of  the  work  containing  the  mistake  that  B.  points  out, 
but  he  thinks  he  should  be  judged  by  his  other  well-established  works. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35057.  75-76 
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Martyn,  Rev.  Thomas,  continued 


5.  [Pertenhall 

1806? — ]  [To  Samuel  Lysons.]  Remarks  on  and  critisms  of  Magna 

Britannia.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  i86a 

6.  Pertenhall 

1817  Mar.  14  Sends  B.  a  packet  of  old  letters  from  his  correspondence. 

[The  letters  are  bound  up  and  form  a  volume  of  autograph  letters  to 
John  and  Thomas  Martyn  in  the  Dept,  of  Botany,  B.M.  (N.H.).] 

Gorham ,  G.C.,  Memoirs  ofj.  &  T.  Martyn ,  241 

MARUM,  Martijn  van,  F.R.S.  (1750-1837).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  London  1785  July  29  *  Acknowledges  his  gift  of  his  book  upon  Electricity 


2.  Haarlem 

[. Description  d'une  .  .  .  Machine  Electrique ,  1785]  and  compliments  him 
thereon ;  as  R.S.  is  now  in  vacation,  the  presentation  will  be  made  when  the 
session  reopens  in  November.  [ French .  The  original  of  this  and  of  Nos. 
3-6,  8-10,  16-19  are  in  the  archives  of  the  Hollandsche  Maatschappij  der 
Wetenschappen,  Haarlem.]  Dawson  MS.  68  (1)  1 

1787  Apl.  10  Sends  the  account  of  experiments  carried  out  with  his 

large  Electrical  Machine  for  presentation  to  R.S.  [. Premiere  Continuation 
des  Experiences ,  etc.,  1787] ;  he  would  like  to  be  considered  as  a  candidate 
for  Foreign  Membership  of  R.S.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  471 

3.  London 

1787  Apl.  27  *  He  will  take  an  early  opportunity  for  presenting  his  work 

to  R.S.  and  he  will  receive  the  official  acknowledgement  in  due  course. 
[French.]  Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  2 

4.  London 

1789  May  5  *  Acknowledges  the  gift  of  his  book  [Fettre  a  Marsilio 

Landriani ,  etc.,  1789]  which  he  will  present  to  R.S.  at  the  next  meeting; 
urges  him  to  continue  his  valuable  researches.  [French.] 

Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  8 

5.  London 

1790  Nov.  26  *  Informs  him  that  the  bookseller  who  packed  the  books 

bought  at  the  Twent  sale  by  M.  for  B.  has  made  a  mistake,  and  the  contents 
of  the  parcel  addressed  to  him  are  destined  for  someone  else ;  he  suspects 
that  the  contents  of  two  similar  parcels  have  been  transposed  and  asks  M. 
to  make  enquiries ;  he  thanks  M.  for  his  services  and  has  paid  the  agent  for 
the  books.  [French.]  Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  9 

6.  London 

1790  Dec.  31  *  Thanks  M.  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  about  the  mis¬ 

directed  parcel ;  he  returned  the  incorrect  parcel  to  the  Custom  House  and 
has  now  received  the  correct  one;  asks  the  date  of  the  next  sale  of  the 

7.  Haarlem 

Twent  library.  [French.]  Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  10 

1791  May  17  Sends  two  copies  of  a  further  work  on  the  Electrical 

Machine  [Fettre  a  Jean  Ingenhousz,  etc.,  1791],  one  of  which  is  a  gift  to 
R.S. ;  he  is  anxiously  awaiting  B.’s  expected  botanical  work  and  bespeaks 
two  copies,  for  himself  and  a  friend ;  offers  to  send  catalogue  of  the  sale  of 
the  library  of  Van  Bleijwyck  which  contains  many  works  on  Natural 
History  and  offers  his  services  to  buy  for  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  415 

8.  London 

1791  May  24  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  two  books  received,  one  of  which 

he  will  present  to  R.S. ;  he  hopes  it  will  act  as  a  spur  to  the  Fellows  who 
study  Electricity,  as  their  energy  has  relaxed  of  late ;  the  attention  he  has 
to  give  to  the  Royal  Botanic  Garden  at  Kew  has  delayed  the  progress  of 
his  own  work,  which  he  intends  to  issue  in  parts;  he  will  be  pleased  to 
receive  the  proferred  sale  catalogue,  and  as  postage  is  costly,  suggests 
sending  it  by  a  traveller  visiting  England.  [French.  1  Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  1 1 
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Marum,  Martijn 
9.  Haarlem 


10.  London 


11.  Haarlem 


12.  Haarlem 


13.  Haarlem 


14.  Haarlem 


15.  Haarlem 

16.  Soho  Square 


17.  Soho  Square 


van,  continued 

1792  Jan.  20  Sends  two  copies  of  a  description  of  his  newly  recon¬ 
structed  Electrical  Machine,  one  of  which  is  for  R.S.;  again  asks  for  news 
of  the  progress  of  B.’s  botanical  work,  of  which  he  desires  two  copies,  one 
for  the  Academic  Library;  offers  the  first  part  of  a  forthcoming  work  on 
rare  plants,  with  coloured  plates,  by  Schneevoogt  of  Haarlem,  the  most 
celebrated  flower-grower  in  the  country.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  67 

1792  Feb.  14  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  book  sent  which  will  be  officially 
acknowledged  by  the  Secretary  of  R.S. ;  his  own  work  on  the  plants 
collected  during  his  voyage  round  the  world  has  been  retarded  by  his 
attention  to  public  affairs,  and  particularly  with  the  equipment  of  vessels 
making  voyages  for  scientific  purposes;  he  has  given  much  attention  to  the 
Royal  Garden  and  the  preparation  of  coloured  plates  of  plants  cultivated 
there ;  as  soon  as  the  first  part  of  this  is  ready,  he  will  send  it ;  w'ill  be  glad 
to  have  Schneevoogt’s  publication  and  asks  in  what  manner  he  can  transmit 
payment  for  it.  [French.]  Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  12 

1792  May  3  Sends  three  copies  of  the  description  of  a  gasometric 

apparatus  of  simple  construction,  one  of  which  is  for  R.S.;  informs  B. 
that  Schneevoogt  has  dispatched  the  latest  parts  of  his  botanical  work. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  159 

1795  Dec.  20  Sends  for  R.S.  an  account  of  further  experiments  with  his 
Electrical  Machine,  [Seconde  Continuation  des  Experiences ,  etc.,  1795];  he 
hopes  work  is  progressing  on  the  plants  brought  by  B.  from  the  South 
Seas.  [French.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  112 

1798  May  22  Sends  a  book  [not  named,  but  probably  Description  de 
quelques  Appareils  Chimiques,  etc.,  1798]  and  returns  thanks  to  B.  for  Vol.  2 
of  his  Library  Catalogue  and  would  much  like  to  have  Vol.  1  also ;  he  has 
received  a  preliminary  notice  of  his  election  to  R.S.  and  feels  much 
honoured,  knowing  that  he  owes  this  dignity  to  B.’s  friendship.  [French!] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  86-87 

1798  Sept.  5  He  has  just  returned  from  Gottingen  where  he  has  been 

for  three  months  and  is  much  annoyed  to  find  that  the  friend  who  had 
promised  to  convey  a  parcel  to  B.  had  forgotten  it;  he  will  send  it  by 
Texel  and  Emtden.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  88 

1799  Nov.  20  On  behalf  of  the  Society  of  Sciences  of  Haarlem,  begs  B. 

to  use  his  influence  in  the  proper  quarters  to  procure  the  release  of  Dolo- 
mieu,  now  a  prisoner  of  war.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  204 

1800  June  14*  Communicates  recent  scientific  news;  Herschel’s  dis¬ 
covery  of  non-luminous  rays  from  the  sun;  Charles  Hatchett’s  analyses 
of  animal  matter,  finding  that  Phosphate  or  Carbonate  of  Lime  is  the 
cause  of  hardness  in  bones  and  shells,  and  Albumen,  Fibre  and  Gelatine 
in  flesh,  skin,  horns,  hoofs,  etc. ;  Volta’s  discovery  of  the  Galvanic  Pile, 
made  of  alternate  plates  of  silver  and  zinc  with  pasteboard  between  each. 

Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  28-29 

1814  Aug.  —  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  [Dietrich  Georg]  Kieser’s 
work  on  the  organization  of  plants  [Memoire  sur  V Organisation  des  Plantes, 
Haarlem,  1812] ;  he  has  a  very  high  opinion  of  its  merits;  regrets  that  the 
author  and  [Thomas  Andrew]  Knight  ( q.v .)  were  each  unaware  of  the 
other’s  work  on  the  same  subject,  but  their  results  are  in  general  agreement; 
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regrets  that  he  cannot  at  present  send  anything  for  the  Teylerian  Museum 
from  Kew  as  the  demands  of  the  ministers  of  foreign  courts  upon  Aiton 
must  first  be  satisfied.  [French.']  Dazvson  MS.  68  (i).  48 

18.  Soho  Square  1815  June  10  *  Recommends  the  bearer  [William]  Spence,  a  naturalist 

of  great  promise  who  is  now  engaged  on  a  work  on  the  Insects  of  the 
British  Isles,  the  first  volume  of  which  has  recently  appeared;  Spence  is 
also  skilled  in  agriculture  and  horticulture;  repeats  his  admiration  of 
Kieser’s  work  on  plant  physiology ;  T.  A.  Knight,  the  best  English  writer 
on  the  subject,  shares  B.’s  high  opinion  of  Kieser. 

Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  53 

19.  Soho  Square  1816  Oct.  15  *  As  requested,  he  asked  Aiton  to  furnish  such  species  of 

the  genus  Aloe  as  can  be  spared  from  Kew;  he  has  sent  a  box  containing 
living  plants  of  some  species,  and  the  leaves  of  others;  the  leaves  are 
furnished  with  buds  from  which  plants  can  be  raised;  appends  a  list  of 
six  species  of  which  living  plants  have  been  sent,  and  three  species  of 
which  leaves  are  sent.  Dawson  MS.  68  (1).  54 

MASCLET,  Ame  Therese  Joseph  (1760-1833).  French  Consul  in  Liverpool 

1.  Soho  Square  1819  Aug.  1  *  Owing  to  his  deprivation  of  the  power  of  walking,  is  not 
now  able  as  formerly  to  pursue  the  progress  of  useful  inventions ;  compares 
the  merits  of  Lee’s  and  Hill’s  process  for  scutching  the  fibres  of  Hemp  and 
Flax.  Ry lands:  Eng.  MS.  372.  107 

MASKELYNE,  Margaret  (1791-1858).  Daughter  of  the  Astronomer  Royal 

1.  Basset  Down,  1813  Oct.  20  Sends  B.  a  letter  addressed  to  her  late  father,  Dr.  Nevil 
Marlborough  Maskelyne,  from  Capt.  Charles  Malcolm  ( q.v .)  containing  observations  of 
an  Eclipse  of  the  Sun.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  50 

MASKELYNE,  Rev.  Nevil,  F.R.S.  (1732-18x1).  Astronomer  Royal.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Soho  Square  1791  Feb.  16  *  Having  been  applied  to  by  Government  to  recommend  a 

suitable  person  to  join  as  astronomer  the  ships  about  to  sail  to  N.W. 
America,  he  replied  that  the  Astronomer  Royal  should  be  consulted;  B. 
is  now  desired  to  ascertain  from  him  a  suitable  person  who  can  go  at  short 
notice  and  what  payment  he  should  receive.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  30 

2.  Greenwich  1791  Feb.  19  He  returns  to  B.  the  list  of  instruments;  he  has  marked  in 

pencil  what  remains  in  the  stores ;  Gilpin,  in  order  to  promote  the  service, 
is  willing  to  sell,  at  the  price  he  paid  for  it,  40  gns.,  a  fine  circular  instru¬ 
ment  which  serves  to  observe  both  altitudes  and  azimuths ;  he  thinks  that 
he  can  get  a  good  clock  ready-made  fit  for  the  purpose. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  82 

3.  [Greenwich]  1792  Apl.  23  Discusses  the  opposition  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  to 

Mudge’s  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons;  Wollaston  is  willing  to 
attend;  if  B.  wishes  Dalrymple  to  be  examined  he  hopes  he  will  write  or 
speak  to  him  about  it;  Sir  George  Shuckburgh  suggests  that  an  agent 
should  be  employed  by  the  Board  [of  Longitude]  to  write  to  every  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  acquaint  them  of  the  opposition  to  the 
petition.  [See  the  account  of  this  complicated  affair  in  Cameron,  235  ff.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  88 
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5.  Greenwich  1 


6.  Greenwich  1 

7.  [Greenwich]  1 


8.  Greenwich  1 


9.  [Spring  1 

Grove 

10.  Greenwich  1 


1 1 .  Greenwich  1 


12.  [Soho  Square  1 


Nevil,  continued 

793  Apl.  21  [Addressed  to  Richard  Shepherd  Sir  George 

Shuckburgh  ( q.v .)  states  that  [William]  Windham  ( q.v .)  is  more  un¬ 
reasonable  than  he  was  aware  of  and  that  he  insists  upon  himself  naming  all 
the  members  of  the  Committee  [on  the  claims  of  Thomas  Mudge  against 
the  Board  of  Longitude.  B.  to  be  informed.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  129 
793  Apl.  25  Discusses  the  different  steps  that  may  be  taken  on  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mudge’s  Petition;  asks  whether  the  Board 
should  be  represented  by  Counsel;  should  they  seek  to  hear  the  Report 
discussed  by  the  whole  House,  or  accept  the  proposal  that  a  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  should  be  set  up  to  hear  evidence  on  both  sides  ? 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  133 

793  May  21  Informs  B.  what  passed  before  the  Select  Committee;  a 
good  deal  of  truth  was  laid  before  its  members  and  he  hopes  it  may  open 
their  eyes.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  135 

793  June  13  Pitts,  Gooch’s  assistant,  informs  him  that  the  instruments 
are  safe  and  with  Vancouver;  fatal  accident  to  Hergest  [Commander  of 
Daedalus ]  and  Gooch  [astronomer] ;  they  were  murdered  by  the  natives  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands;  some  particulars  of  the  voyage.  [See  Godwin, 
75,  89  ff.]  D.T.C.  8.  216-217 

793  July  7  He  regrets  that  attendance  at  the  Observatory  has  prevented 
him  from  concerting  with  B.  and  Shepherd  upon  the  proposed  trials  of 
Mudge’s  and  Harrison’s  watches;  discusses  some  of  the  difficulties. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  139 

793  July  9]  *  After  the  attacks  made  upon  him,  he  presumes  he  is  not 
to  suppose  that  Dr.  M.  is  disinclined  to  act  further. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  139  vo. 
795  Sept.  15  He  has  ordered  the  printer  to  send  to  B.  20  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  for  the  recovery  of  Dr.  Bradley’s 
papers,  and  more  copies  if  he  wants  them;  Dr.  Shepherd  has  12  copies, 
and  he  has  20;  wishes  to  consult  B.  as  to  the  best  plan  for  distributing 
them,  i.e.  whether  to  send  them  first  to  their  friends  or  “into  the  enemies 
quarters” ;  suggestions  have  been  made  that  a  copy  should  be  sent  to  the 
common  room  and  to  the  head  of  each  college ;  asks  many  questions  as  to 
other  quarters  to  which  they  should  be  sent;  Weir’s  instruments  are  to  be 
tested  by  Linley;  the  Admiralty  state  that  if  Weir  and  Linley  proceed  to 
Portsmouth,  orders  will  be  given  to  receive  them  on  one  of  H.M.  cruisers. 
[See  Lysons,  D.,  No.  2.]  D.T.C.  9.  294-295 

797  May  2  If  B.  and  the  Council  of  R.S.  approve,  he  agrees  to  lend  the 
40-inch  quadrant  in  Greenwich  Observatory  to  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
for  three  years,  or  until  the  delivery  of  the  quadrant  now  being  made  for 
the  College  by  Ramsden ;  he  thinks  it  will  benefit  the  science  of  Astronomy 
to  have  the  instrument  placed  in  the  hands  of  so  zealous  an  astronomer  as 
Brinkley;  suggests  that  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance  should 
be  obtained.  [See  Fitzgerald,  G.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  136 

797  May  3]  *  By  the  King’s  sign-manual,  the  R.S.  are  appointed 
visitors  to  the  Royal  Observatory  and  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  for  all  that  is  required;  does  not  remember  what  degree  of 
discretion  the  King’s  instrument  confers  on  the  Board,  but  if  he  may 
borrow  a  copy  of  it  he  will  ascertain  what  the  duty  of  the  Visitors  is,  and 
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will  accordingly  do  what  ought  to  be  done,  but  at  present  does  not  see 
that  the  Board  has  any  claim  to  communication  on  the  subject;  as  soon 
as  this  is  agreed  he  will  order  a  Council  meeting  to  expedite  the  business, 
as  he  agrees  entirely  with  M.  that  the  loan  of  the  instrument  will  aid  the 
progress  of  science.  D.T.C.  io  (i).  137 

13.  Greenwich  1798  June  25  Informs  B.  that  the  effects  of  Buckton  [printer  of  the 
Nautical  Almanac ]  are  about  to  be  sold;  he  has  arranged  that  Messrs. 
Pearson  &  Loggan  ( q.v .)  should  take  over  the  effects  and  presumes  that  the 
Board  of  Longitude  will  authorize  him  to  pay  the  balance  to  the  assignees 
when  the  accounts  are  settled.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  10 


14.  Greenwich 


15.  Greenwich 


16.  Soho  Square 

17.  Soho  Square 


18.  Greenwich 


19.  Greenwich 


1799  Feb.  4  Gives  details  of  the  financial  agreement  made  with  Buckton 
on  relinquishing  the  printing  of  the  Nautical  Almanac. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  17 

1802  May  28  Acknowledges  the  letters  of  Baron  Zach  (q.v.,  Nos.  6,  7) 
sent  by  B.  and  will  order  Elmsley  to  send  the  Nautical  Almanacs  he  wants 
in  the  same  parcel  with  the  Greenwich  Observations;  for  Taylor’s 
Logarithms,  the  receipt  of  the  first  payment  must  be  produced  and  the 
balance  of  subscription  paid  before  delivery ;  considers  Zach’s  map  of  the 
two  planets  [Ceres  and  Pallas]  a  “mere  curiosity  and  of  no  real  use  in 
Astronomy”;  states  in  detail  his  reason  for  this  opinion;  quotes  from  a 
letter  he  has  received  from  Zach,  in  which  he  says  that  the  late  [Jesse] 
Ramsden  had  been  paid  £200  in  advance  for  a  vertical  circle  he  was  to 
make  for  Seeberg  University  and  that  he  expects  to  lose  the  money  as  well 
as  the  instrument,  that  he  had  ordered  another  from  Troughton,  and  that 
he  was  obliged  at  present  to  use  a  small  quadrant  made  by  Dollond  in  1764. 

D.T.C.  13.  138-140 

1804  Mar.  29  *  Recommends  Dawson  Turner  and  his  friends  who  wish 
to  visit  the  Observatory.  Dawson  MS.  46.  85 

1806  Feb.  24  #  Thanks  him  for  sending  Earnshaw’s  pamphlet;  he  does 
not  intend  to  remain  quiet  under  the  accusation  made  against  him  of 
“being  the  head  of  a  combination  of  wicked  and  malicious  men  conspiring 
together  to  oppress  an  individual”,  a  very  serious  charge;  this  attack 
upon  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  grounded  on  his  conduct  at 
that  Board  strikes  at  the  root  of  freedom  of  debate,  and  discourages  those 
who  serve  the  Board  from  continuing  to  hazard  their  reputations  as  well  as 
give  up  their  time;  he  considers  that  the  Board  should  defend  an  injured 
member  and  prosecute  the  offender;  asks  M  to  bring  as  many  of  the 
Professors  as  he  can  to  his  house  to  discuss  the  matter.  [Cf.  Cameron,  241, 
and  Dampier,  FL]  D.T.C.  16.  236-237 

1806  Feb.  24  Professor  Robinson  and  Professor  Vince  both  consider 
Earnshaw’s  advertisement  most  improper,  but  suppose  that  B.  will  not 
condescend  to  answer  it ;  he  will  come  with  as  many  of  the  Professors  as 
can  be  got  to  attend  at  B.’s  house  on  5th  March.  D.T.C.  16.  235 

1809  May  26  Informs  B.  that  the  Committee  on  Earnshaw’s  petition 
have  finished  receiving  evidence  and  will  make  their  report  to  the  House 
of  Commons  in  a  few  days ;  he  himself  gave  a  statement  he  had  received 
from  Capt.  Bligh  that  in  eight  instances  the  watches  made  by  Arnold  went 
better  than  the  two  others  made  by  Earnshaw,  and  only  in  one  instance 
did  Earnshaw’s  go  best.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  67 
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MASON,  W. 
i.  [London?] 


2.  Lombard 
Street 


[c.  1812]  —  States  that  the  flattering  hopes,  given  to  him  by  the  Astro¬ 
nomer  Royal  that  he  might  almost  rest  assured  that  the  Board  of  Longitude 
would  do  something  for  his  benefit  in  recognition  of  his  late  father’s 
labours,  have  been  wrecked;  he  has  received  a  letter  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  his  father  had  already  received  sufficient  compensation ;  he  came  near 
to  committing  suicide  and  now  threatens  to  sue  Dr.  Maskelyne  for  re¬ 
taining  certain  important  documents.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  66 

1812  July  12  Urges  B.  to  order  the  return  to  him  of  the  tables  and  other 
documents  which  have  been  wrongly  detained;  he  declaims  against  the 
injury  and  injustice  done  to  him  by  withholding  any  reward  from  him. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  68 

- He  solicits  B.’s  interest  on  behalf  of  his  mother,  Mary  Mason, 

widow  of  Charles  Mason,  astronomer,  and  asks  that  the  remainder  of  the 
reward  may  be  granted.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  95 


MASSON,  Francis  (1741-1805).  Botanical  Collector.  {See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Madeira  1777  Feb.  4  Is  pleased  to  hear  from  B.  that  the  parcel  of  plants  he  sent 
have  given  satisfaction  and  hopes  that  those  sent  later  have  arrived;  has 
made  good  collections  on  the  island;  at  this  season,  Mosses  abound,  and 
he  will  collect  and  send  specimens ;  enumerates  various  flowers  and  trees 
found;  his  powder  and  shot  has  arrived,  but  his  gun  has  a  defect  and 
cannot  be  used;  comments  on  the  list  of  plants  sent  by  B. 


2.  Madeira 


3.  Madeira 


4.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 


D.T.C.  1.  141 

1777  May  27  Has  heard  from  Aiton;  has  sent  a  collection  of  123  plants 
by  Mr.  Grindley  and  hopes  he  has  delivered  them ;  by  Air.  Donaldson,  a 
merchant  who  is  returning  to  England,  he  now  sends  his  own  collection  in 
^/|/j  folios  and  asks  B.  to  keep  them  till  his  return  and  gives  permission  to 
describe  any  not  in  his  (B.’s)  collection;  proposes  to  visit  the  Canary 
Islands  and  the  Azores,  then  return  to  Madeira  and  take  a  passage  to  the 
W.  Indies;  if  B.  advises  the  Canaries,  asks  him  for  introductions. 

D.T.C.  1.  1 44-1 45 

1777  Dec.  12  Has  been  gratified  to  learn  from  B.’s  letter  of  9th  Oct.  that 
all  the  parcels  and  his  Herbarium  have  arrived  safely ;  has  received  a  letter 
from  Aiton  informing  him  that  H.M.  desires  him  to  visit  the  Canary 
Islands ;  has  sent  a  collection  with  this  letter  and  hopes  some  new  species 
will  be  found  amongst  them;  describes  various  species;  Aiton  has  given 
no  news  of  the  success  of  the  Madeira  seeds.  D.T.C.  1.  157-158 

1786  Jan.  21  Arrived  on  the  10th  Jan.  and  delivered  the  letter  from  the 
Dutch  Ambassador  to  the  Governor;  he  received  him  kindly  but  was 
unable  to  grant  his  request,  as  it  was  ordered  by  the  [Dutch  E.I.]  Company 
that  no  strangers  should  explore  the  country;  after  consulting  his  Council, 
leave  was  given  with  special  warnings  not  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the 
inhabitants,  which  was  due  in  great  measure  to  Paterson;  Mr.  Brant 
[Christoffel  Brand]  and  his  influence;  Gordon  is  away  in  the  interior;  has 
collected  60  species  of  seeds  which  he  is  sending;  is  much  obliged  to  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell  and  the  officers  of  the  Earl  Talbot  who  assure  him  of 
a  good  reception  in  India  if  he  does  not  succeed  at  the  Cape. 

D.T.C.  5.  io-ii 
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5.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 


6.  Whitehall 


7.  Soho  Square 


1786  Mar.  8  Hopes  the  seeds  have  arrived  in  time  to  sow;  has  had 
permission  to  visit  the  Hottentot  Holland  Mountains,  but  only  for  five 
days;  was  lucky  enough  to  find  there  some  of  the  rarest  species  of  Erica 
and  Protea  in  seed ;  from  the  many  new  plants  he  found  it  is  evident  that 
the  locality  has  never  been  properly  explored ;  discusses  various  species  of 
Erica ;  is  sending  by  Sir  Thomas  Milne  a  parcel  of  1 17  species  of  which  he 
encloses  a  catalogue.  D.T.C.  5.  19-20 

1797  July  30^  Circular  signed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  enclosing  letters 

Aug.  3  J  of  introduction  for  Masson  who  is  being  sent  to  Canada 

to  collect  plants,  and  asking  for  facilities  to  be  accorded  to  him;  the 
testimonials  are  all  signed  by  Rufus  King,  dated  London,  3  Aug.  1797, 
introducing  Masson  to  the  following:  Major-Gen.  Carleton  (New  Bruns¬ 
wick),  President  Matthews  (Isle  of  Cape  Breton),  Major-Gen.  Fenning 
(St.  John’s),  Lieut. -Gen.  Prescott  (Quebec),  Sir  John  Wentworth,  Bart. 
(Nova  Scotia)  and  President  Russell  (Upper  Canada). 

Dazvson  Ms.  46.  32-33 

1802  Feb.  11  *  Regrets  that  he  has  restricted  his  field  of  operations  and 
that  the  collection  of  plants  he  last  sent  is  such  a  poor  one ;  it  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  convince  the  King  of  his  zeal  and  of  the  utility  of  continuing  to 
employ  him;  refers  him  to  his  instructions  and  to  Aiton’s  letters;  if  Sir 
Alexander  Mackenzie  offers  him  facilities  for  travelling,  advises  him  to 
avail  himself  of  them;  gives  news  of  the  Aiton  family,  Paterson  and  For¬ 
syth.  B.M.  Add.  MSS.  33981.  1 


8.  Soho  Square  1805  July  5  *  Informs  him  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  return  to  England  on 
account  of  his  ill-health  [Masson  did  not  return,  but  died  in  Canada, 
23  Dec.  1805,  see  Gray,  John];  also  informs  him  that  Forsyth  died  last 
year  and  is  succeeded  at  Kensington  by  Aiton;  B.  has  received  many  new 
plants  from  New  South  Wales  and  China.  D.T.C.  16.  81 


MATHESIUS,  Aron 


1.  Mariestad,  1792  Mar.  30  Writes  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  [Anna  Magdalena]  Idman  ( q.v .), 
Sweden  Solander’s  widowed  sister,  to  know  whether  any  sum  is  due  to  her  from 

her  late  brother’s  estate,  as  she  is  in  very  great  need ;  in  a  postscript  gives 
an  account  of  the  assassination  of  the  King  [Gustav  III]  by  Ankarstrom. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  68-69 


2.  [Soho  Square  1792  Apl.  — ]  *  Asks  what  amount  would  be  needed  to  provide  com¬ 

fortably  for  Mrs.  Idman,  and  what  such  an  annuity  would  cost  in  Sweden. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  69  vo. 


3.  Mariestad 


4.  [Soho 
Square] 


1792  Aug.  24  Explains  objections  to  annuities  in  Sweden,  and  proposes 
a  better  method ;  considers  that  a  capital  sum  of  £250  would  produce  about 
£15  p.a.  which  would  be  sufficient;  mentions  occasional  meetings  with 
Prof.  Jeffcott,  who  lives  near  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  70-71 

1792  Nov.  18  *  Has  sent  £250  to  Ranquist’s  partner  to  be  invested  for 
Mrs.  Idman,  she  to  receive  the  interest  for  life ;  after  her  death,  the  capital 
is  to  be  invested  to  augment  the  salary  of  the  professorship  held  by  Olof 
Swartz  (q.v.) ;  this  matter  is  secret  in  England  and  should  be  so  in  Sweden 
also.  D.T.C.  8.  1 16 
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5.  Mariestad 

1793  Jan.  28  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  for  the  bill  for  £250  the 

income  from  which  is  to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Idman  until  her  death  and 
thereafter  to  the  Chair  founded  by  Bergius. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  160-161 

6.  Mariestad 

1793  Apl.  5  Sends  details  of  the  investment  of  the  sum  sent  by  B.  for 

the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Idman;  it  will  enable  her  to  live  comfortably  for  the 
rest  of  her  life;  in  spite  of  B.’s  wishes  as  to  secrecy,  he  has  spoken  of  the 
matter  to  Swartz  and  Afzelius  and  shown  them  the  accounts  so  that  all 
will  be  quite  clear  for  the  Acad,  of  Sciences  after  Mrs.  Idman’s  death; 
both  these  men,  also  Archbishop  Troil,  send  their  respects. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  162-163 

7.  Mariestad 

1802  Mar.  1  Is  pleased  to  have  good  news  of  B.  through  his  friends; 

Solander’s  sister,  Mrs.  Idman  regularly  receives  the  income  of  the  money 
generously  given  by  B. ;  she  is  still  living  and  at  her  death  the  money  will 
be  used  to  augment  the  professorship  founded  by  Bergius  in  the  Academy 
at  Stockholm;  asks  B.’s  help  for  a  M.  Rosenstein,  a  man  of  good  family, 
who  wishes  to  come  to  England  but  cannot  do  so  unless  he  can  obtain  a 
post  as  tutor  in  a  suitable  family.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  185-186 

MATHIAS,  Gabriel 

i.  Little  1787  June  9  Thanks  B.  for  informing  him  that  he  has  accepted  a  bill  for 


Ealing 

1200  Rix  Dollars  drawn  by  [Francis]  Masson  and  payable  by  Coutts  & 
Co.,  bankers.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  274 

MATHIAS,  Thomas  James,  F.R.S.  (1754-1835).  Satirist  and  Italian  Scholar 


1.  Queen’s 
Treasury 

1794  Apl.  9  Sends  B.  a  Latin  Ode,  of  which  a  few  copies  have  been 

privately  printed.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  109 

D.T.C.  9.  45 

MATRA  ( alias  MAGRA),  James  Mario  (1746-1808).  Secretary  to  British  Embassy  at  Con¬ 
stantinople,  afterwards  British  Consul  in  Tangier. 


1.  Constanti¬ 
nople 

1779  Feb.  18  Is  Secretary  to  the  Embassy;  offers  his  services  to  obtain 

coins  and  engraved  gems  or  any  other  objects  B.  desires;  has  no  books  as 
yet,  his  library  not  yet  having  arrived ;  fears  of  renewal  of  the  plague ;  is 
studying  the  Turkish  language.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  88-89 

2.  Constanti¬ 
nople 

1779  Apl.  4  The  Abbe  Sestini,  a  good  naturalist  and  botanist;  his 

travels  and  journal ;  offers  plants  to  B.,  and  would  be  willing  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  by  him  as  collector;  is  not  happy  in  his  present  situation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  97-98 

3.  Constanti¬ 
nople 

1779  July  3  His  studies  of  the  language  are  hampered  by  scarcity  and 

high  price  of  books ;  wishes  to  establish  a  printing-press ;  a  press  established 
about  60  years  ago  met  with  so  much  opposition  from  those  who  copy 
books  by  hand,  that  the  Sultan  suppressed  it;  examples  of  extravagant 
prices  of  books ;  after  political  manoeuvres  a  press  is  about  to  be  set  up, 
its  first  production  is  to  be  a  dictionary,  then  translations  of  works  on 
botany,  astronomy,  etc. ;  sees  no  future  in  his  present  appointment  and 
desires  to  return;  asks  B.  to  use  his  influence  in  his  favour. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  102-103 
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4.  Constanti¬ 
nople 


5.  Duke  Street, 
Grosvenor 
Square 


6.  Duke  Street 


7.  Tangier 


8.  Tangier 


9.  Tangier 


10.  Tangier 


11.  Tangier 


1779  Sept.  17  Sestini  is  about  to  go  to  Bucharest  as  Secretary  to  the 
Prince;  he  will  take  the  opportunity  to  collect  plants  for  B.  whilst  there; 
death  of  Berenstall,  a  friend  of  Solander’s;  political  intrigues  and  un¬ 
scrupulous  officials;  is  actively  pushing  forward  with  the  printing  press; 
has  secured  the  services  of  “a  Scotch  Renegade”  named  Campbell,  who 
has  long  been  in  Turkey  and  knows  the  language  well. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  106-107 

1783  July  28  Has  been  leading  the  life  of  ‘‘a  solitary  fugitive”  for 
months ;  has  heard  of  plans  for  settlements  in  the  South  Seas,  one  of  them 
in  [New]  South  Wales;  asks  for  authentic  information  about  them  as  he 
is  inclined  to  offer  himself;  has  had  an  offer  from  one  of  the  American 
Consuls,  which  is  not  attractive.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  206 

1786  Sept.  23  Has  ascertained  that  the  estate  in  America  supposed  to 

have  been  left  to  R.S.  is  not  for  that  body,  but  for  the  Soc.  for  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel;  Dr.  Blagden  has  undertaken  to  instruct  him  in  matters 
that  will  be  useful  to  him  in  Barbary,  and  in  procuring  the  necessary 
equipment  for  his  residence  there.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  79 

1787  May  6  “The  Country  you  so  kindly  helped  to  place  me  in  received 
me  yesterday”;  is  going  to  Mogador;  is  arranging  to  send  B.  a  Nut-tree 
from  there;  was  unable  to  procure  the  fish  at  Gibraltar,  but  has  made 
arrangements  that  this  and  other  commissions  for  B.  shall  be  carried  out. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  119 

1787  Sept.  13  Oil-producing  trees,  inferior  to  olive;  local  use  of  hash¬ 

ish,  and  its  effects;  substitutes  for  tobacco;  other  narcotic  and  medi¬ 
cinal  plants;  difficulty  of  procuring  manuscripts,  which  are  carefully 
guarded  for  superstitious  reasons  even  by  those  who  cannot  read  them ;  a 
Hungarian,  studying  local  dialects,  has  had  the  same  difficulty;  Blith’s 
[Bligh’s]  expedition;  kindness  and  courtesy  of  Lord  Heathfield;  his 
official  difficulties  and  local  duplicity;  will  go  to  Gibraltar  during  the 
rainy  season.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  146-147 

1788  Jan.  4  Has  sent  seeds  and  a  manuscript  on  local  grammar  for 
Marsden;  his  instruments  were  so  badly  packed  by  the  makers  that  the 
barometers  and  thermometers  were  broken;  his  mode  of  living;  can 
accommodate  and  assist  any  explorer  B.  may  send  out;  a  manuscript  of 
Livy  which  the  Danish  Consul  is  trying  to  procure. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  1 71-172 

1788  June  24  Is  sending  by  Capt.  Osborne  a  box  of  plants  and  local 
drugs,  etc.,  for  B.,  also  a  collection  of  coins,  and  a  living  bird  unknown  to 
the  Moors ;  is  taking  advantage  of  a  favourable  opportunity  to  procure  the 
Livy  manuscript;  his  house  not  yet  built;  the  house  he  built  in  his  garden 
collapsed;  his  rain-gauge  has  failed  as  the  rods  are  continually  damaged 
by  monkeys;  strange  conduct  of  the  old  Emperor. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  193-195 
D.f.C.  6.  33-37 

1788  Nov.  15  Has  not  yet  received  a  new  rod  for  his  rain-gauge  damaged 
by  monkeys;  is  pleased  to  hear  the  coins  he  sent  are  acceptable  to  Miss 
Banks ;  is  endeavouring  to  obtain  information  as  to  routes  to  the  interior, 
but  thinks  it  impossible  from  Morocco;  can  accommodate  the  gardener 


38— B.L. 
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sent  out  by  B.  and  will  assist  him;  he  must  not  disclose  the  object  of  his 


12.  Gibraltar 

journey,  even  in  London,  for  news  travels  fast;  hints  on  the  equipment  he 
should  bring;  trapping  of  Carnivores;  difficulty  with  the  Emperor;  his 
brother1  has  gone  to  Tunis;  message  for  Seward. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  208-209 

1789  Feb.  13  Regrets  that  his  endeavours  to  procure  information  as  to 

routes  to  the  interior  have  failed;  considers  Timbuctoo  worth  exploring; 
information  as  to  the  district,  caravans  and  trade;  confidential  information 
about  the  character  of  [Simon]  Lucas  (q.v .) ;  ill-treatment  of  himself  and 
his  servants  at  Court ;  was  refused  permission  to  inspect  the  library  at  Fez. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  228-229 

13.  Gibraltar 

1789  Oct.  31  Is  sending  by  Capt.  French  of  the  Pearl  a  bottle  of  hashish 

for  Dr.  Hunter’s  experiments;  sends  also  coins;  scandal  of  coin-clipping; 
the  names  of  the  coins  previously  sent  for  Miss  Banks  were  their  ver¬ 
nacular  names,  sends  corrected  list  of  true  Arabic  names;  will  send  further 
information  about  Timbuctoo  as  soon  as  received  from  Hucheson; 
violent  and  unreasonable  conduct  of  the  Emperor,  and  rebellion  of  his 
sons.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  268-269 

14.  Gibraltar 

1789  Dec.  5  Encloses  a  paper  describing  a  route  to  the  interior;  hopes 

to  obtain  for  Marsden  the  vocabulary  he  requires  by  asking  Hucheson  to 
offer  a  reward  to  the  man  he  is  sending  to  insert  in  Marsden’s  list  the 
equivalent  words  in  the  language  of  Timbuctoo;  recommends  B.’s  party 
[i.e.  the  African  Assn,  expedition]  to  remain  some  months  in  Timbuctoo 
so  that  they  could  discover  a  better  route,  and  recommends  also  consulting 
Gen.  O’Hara;  internal  dissensions  in  Morocco. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  274 

15.  Tangier 

1790  May  7  Sends  a  box  of  coins  and  medals;  regrets  the  failure  of  the 

expedition  of  [Simon]  Lucas  (q.v.) ;  long  residence  here  produces  indolence ; 
communication  with  the  South  now  being  cut  off,  he  cannot  procure  the 
desired  vocabulary  for  Marsden;  Bligh’s  escape  [from  the  Bounty] ;  a 
similar  plot  was  planned  on  Cook’s  First  Voyage,  headed  by  Anderson  and 
Gray;  death  of  the  Emperor;  character  and  methods  of  his  successor; 
intends  to  apply  for  leave  or  quit  and  obtain  other  employment  owing  to 
the  difficulties  of  his  position ;  unsettled  and  corrupt  state  of  the  country. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  29-30 

16.  Tangier 

1790  Nov.  24  Difficulties  and  expenses  of  his  situation;  obstruction  by 

the  Treasury  and  politicians;  returns  thanks  for  Beaufoy’s  book  and  for 
Bruce’s  Travels ;  Simon  Lucas’s  report;  death  of  Ledyard;  still  hopes  to 
procure  the  vocabulary  for  Marsden.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  58-59 

17.  Gibraltar 

1791  Feb.  19  Has  heard  that  the  Ministry  is  to  consider  his  case  and 

refund  the  demands  made  upon  him;  attributes  this  good  fortune  to 
intervention  by  B.,  who  alone  knows  the  details  of  his  position;  will  return 
to  his  former  post  as  “a  sort  of  Political  Hermaphrodite”;  Sir  John 
Sinclair  has  sent  papers  and  pamphlets  on  wool  and  wants  samples; 
Portuguese  activity  in  Tangier;  hopes  to  be  able  to  return  to  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  73-74 

1  Major  Perkins  Magra  of  the  17th  Regt.  of  Foot;  Consul  in  Tunis  1783-1804;  Equerry  to  the  Duke  of  Sussex 
J804-26;  died  9  Feb.  1826. 
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18.  Tangier  1791  July  25  Had  hoped  to  come  to  England,  but  must  remain  at  his  post 


19.  Gibraltar 

as  he  heard  from  N[epean]  that  a  fleet  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Mediterranean; 
his  prospects  are  spoiled  by  change  in  Ministry;  is  sending  samples  of 
Barbary  Wool ;  is  grateful  for  political  news  as  he  sees  no  newspapers ;  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  operations  [in  India] ;  hopes  for  the  success  of  the  expedition 
[of  Daniel  Houghton  for  the  African  Assn.]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  1 04-1 05 
1792  Mar.  8  Habits  of  Hyaenas;  Houghton’s  progress  to  Timbuctoo; 

political  upsets  of  the  country;  his  efforts  have  been  ignored  and  he  heard 
nothing  from  the  Foreign  Office;  wishes  to  relinquish  his  post  and  obtain 
another  in  the  Navy  Office  or  West  Indies ;  is  determined  to  return. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  143-144 

20.  Tangier 

1793  Aug.  5  Has  been  promised  important  information  from  Fez  con¬ 

cerning  the  interior  of  Africa;  account  of  Hausa  by  an  Arab  from  Tim¬ 
buctoo;  death  of  Houghton;  the  bank  and  mercantile  failures  in  England; 
the  French  and  Spanish  Fleets.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  216-217 

D.T.C.  8.  48-51 

21.  Tangier 

1793  Oct.  18  Announces  his  marriage  with  Miss  Maxwell,  the  daughter 

of  the  Army  Victualling  Agent  at  Gibraltar;  has  sent  a  questionnaire  to 
a  merchant  at  Fez  endeavouring  to  obtain  information  about  Hausa;  trade 
and  produce  there ;  sends  a  specimen  leaf  from  a  manuscript  and  hopes  to 
obtain  the  whole.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  218-221 

D.T.C.  8.  263-266 

22.  Tangier 

1796  Oct.  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  interest  in  favour  of  his  brother-in-law 

at  Gibraltar,  whose  chief  clerk  has  been  dismissed  for  defalcations;  has 
asked  his  friends  in  the  south  to  instruct  their  Moorish  agents  to  give 
immediate  notice  if  any  Christian  arrives  at  Timbuctoo  and  to  forward 
his  letters,  but  thinks  it  unlikely  that  anyone  has  penetrated  there ;  hoped 
he  might  be  transferred  to  Bermuda,  but  the  vacancy  was  given  to  Col. 
Graham;  possibility  of  a  Lieut. -Governorship  of  the  Bahamas,  but  it 
would  be  a  backward  step  for  him;  his  difficulties  are  increased  by  the 
Spanish  war;  hopes  of  a  post  in  Britain  are  slight  as  all  appointments  are 
dominated  by  political  interest;  discusses  the  European  situation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  85-86 

23.  Tangier 

1797  Jan.  10  Has  had  a  visit  from  [James  G.]  Jackson  ( q.v .)  whom  he 

believes  will  make  the  attempt  to  reach  Timbuctoo;  thanks  B.  for  his 
exertions  for  his  brother-in-law,  who  has  received  the  appointment  at 
Gibraltar;  the  appointments  in  the  West  Indies;  his  friend  Randall  [in  the 
Foreign  Office]  can  be  of  no  further  service  to  him;  Lord  Malmesbury’s 
withdrawal  from  Paris  and  its  consequences;  the  French  assert  that  Ireland 
is  in  rebellion.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  91-92 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  104-106 

24.  Tangier 

1797  May  11  Jackson  has  abandoned  his  proposed  journey  to  Timbuctoo, 

but  would  like  to  be  employed  by  the  African  Assn;  congratulates  B.  on 
his  red  ribbon  [K.B.] ;  his  house  has  been  raided  by  French  privateers 
who  have  stolen  all  his  property,  and  his  wife  in  returning  from  Gibraltar 
was  detained  by  a  gun-boat  and  taken  to  Algebras;  asks  B.’s  advice  about 
a  life  assurance  society;  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  99-100 
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25.  Tangier  1797  Aug.  15  Has  received  letter  from  Jackson  at  Mogador  and  sends 


26.  Tangier 

extract  concerning  Mungo  Park;  has  English  newspapers  up  to  June 
which  give  a  melancholy  picture  of  the  political  situation;  Lord  St. 
Vincent’s  expectations  of  peace;  in  the  Foreign  Office,  “the  Duke  has  the 
trouble  &  Mr.  Dundas  the  patronage”.  [See  Jackson,  James  Grey, 
No.  1.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  107-108 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  169-170 

1798  Sept.  7  Broussonet  is  going  to  Mogador  and  has  left  with  him 

some  seeds  and  dried  plants  for  B.,  which  he  has  given  to  Lord  St.  Vincent’s 
secretary  to  be  sent  by  the  first  vessel  to  England;  the  party  going  to 
Timbuctoo  have  quarrelled  and  the  two  of  them,  Waugh  and  Love,  are 
returning  to  Europe ;  Nelson  has  left  Ischia  and  is  sailing  to  Alexandria  in 
pursuit  of  the  French  fleet;  Spanish  moves  for  peace  and  intrigues  by  the 
ministers ;  is  most  anxious  to  leave  his  present  post. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  168-169 
D.T.C.  11.  68-70 

27.  Tangier 

1799  Jan.  24  Thanks  B.  for  extract  from  Park’s  journal;  has  no  news  of 

the  travellers  to  the  South  except  that  two  of  them  have  returned  to  Europe, 
but  the  leader,  Capt.  Robertson,  is  on  his  way  back  and  he  will  get  news 
from  him;  the  great  fair  to  be  held  at  Sukassa  on  the  birthday  of  the 
Prophet  is  attended  by  merchants  from  all  quarters,  and  it  might  be 
possible  for  a  Christian  to  get  there  on  commercial  pretexts;  thanks  B. 
for  his  interest  on  his  behalf;  would  prefer  an  appointment  to  Bermuda 
or  Bahamas;  in  his  house,  his  father-in-law  is  dangerously  ill,  but  no 
medical  aid  can  be  had.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  174-175 

D.T.C.  11.  173-175 

28.  Gibraltar 

1799  Aug.  2  Has  applied  for  leave  of  absence,  but  has  not  yet  had  a  reply; 

“we  are  all  turned  adrift  from  Barbary  by  the  Plague” ;  although  urged  by 
the  Consuls  to  take  precautions,  the  religious  bigotry  of  the  Emperor 
permitted  nothing  to  be  done  except  warn  the  Europeans  to  depart; 
terrible  ravages  of  the  plague ;  considers  all  his  property  lost  as  he  had  to 
leave  in  a  hurry;  hopes  soon  to  see  B.  in  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  192-193 

29.  Gibraltar 

1799  Nov.  5  Surgeon  Weales  of  the  39th  Foot,  has  been  in  the  south  as 

doctor  to  Ben  Nasser;  he  has  returned  and  is  very  anxious  to  make  the 
journey  to  Timbuctoo,  and  Mack,  a  good  draughtsman,  quarter-master 
of  the  same  Regt.,  would  accompany  him;  if  B.  wants  these  men  for  the 
African  Assn,  he  should  apply  for  their  leave  as  the  Regt.  is  about  to  be 
sent  to  West  Indies;  Weales  proposes  to  go  to  Algiers  to  perfect  his 
knowledge  of  the  language;  hears  that  the  governorship  of  Bahamas  is 
likely  to  be  vacant.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  202-203 

D.T.C.  11.  300-302 

30.  Gibraltar 

1799  Nov.  28  Tells  B.  of  a  manuscript  history  of  Borneo  which  he  saw  30 

years  ago  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Skirley,  a  surgeon  of  Islington,  which 
might  be  traced  for  Dalrymple,  who  wants  information  about  that  island; 
rumours  of  events  in  Europe;  the  plague  has  spread  to  Tangier. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  205-206 

31.  [Soho  Square]  1800  Feb.  4  *  Knows  of  no  vacancy  at  present  suitable  for  M.;  hopes  the 

African  Assn,  may  be  able  to  employ  Weales,  but  funds  are  low,  owing  to 
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the  expense  of  Hornemann’s  journey ;  H.’s  progress  and  escape  from  arrest 


32.  Gibraltar 

by  feigning  to  be  a  Moslem ;  does  not  approve  of  sending  two  explorers 
in  company,  as  the  risks  are  increased  thereby,  not  diminished;  invites  a 
proposal  from  Weales;  the  Bornean  MS.  is  known  to  Dalrymple,  but  Dr. 
Skirley  being  dead,  he  is  unable  to  trace  its  present  owner. 

D.T.C.  12.  28-31 

1800  Apl.  4  Before  B.’s  letter  arrived,  Weales  and  Mack  had  sailed  with 

their  Regt.  for  Barbados  as  no  reply  from  London  as  to  leave  had  been 
received;  if  Weales  can  obtain  leave  soon,  he  intends  to  reside  for  a  time 
with  various  Consuls  in  N.  Africa  to  perfect  his  knowledge  of  languages 
and  proceed  thence  to  Timbuctoo;  thanks  B.  for  Mungo  Park’s  Travels 
which  he  considers  sufficient  to  deter  any  man  from  such  an  undertaking ; 
thinks  Govt,  should  assist  the  funds  of  the  African  Assn. ;  has  again  missed 
the  chance  of  an  appointment  in  W.  Indies;  is  pressing  for  leave  of 
absence  to  come  to  London;  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  Barbary; 
much  illness  in  Gibraltar.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  231-232 

33.  Gibraltar 

1800  Dec.  1  Leave  to  come  to  London  has  been  refused;  intends  to 

realize  his  assets  and  invest  them  in  a  Society  [of  Life  Assurance]  for  the 
benefit  of  his  wife;  Weales,  whom  B.  thought  of  employing,  has  been 
killed  in  a  duel  at  St.  Vincent;  his  (M.’s)  brother-in-law  whom  B.  assisted 
to  his  appointment,  has  quarrelled  with  Commissioner  Inglefield  and  has 
been  recalled  to  London,  having  become  a  Jacobin;  the  secret  expedition 
to  Egypt;  Broussonet  who  fled  to  Canaries  to  escape  plague,  has  been 
made  Consul  there;  the  plague  in  Tangier  is  abating. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  256-257 

34.  Tangier 

1801  Feb.  27  Has  risked  a  passage  back  without  convoy;  found  plague 

still  active;  the  French  Consul  has  intrigued  against  him;  has  heard  from 
the  Duke  [of  Portland]  that  he  is  to  be  employed  in  negotiating  and  has 
written  for  instructions ;  has  suggested  procuring  an  establishment  nearly 
opposite  Gibraltar  to  facilitate  transport  of  provisions;  wishes  for  the 
status  of  Ambassador  and  asks  B.  to  see  the  Duke  to  this  end ;  the  European 
situation.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  270-271 

35.  Tangier 

1801  Aug.  1  Has  sent  B.  a  specimen  of  the  plant  used  by  the  Moors  to 

clean  wool ;  hears  the  Duke  of  Portland  is  out  of  office  and  succeeded  by 
Pelham;  gives  many  instances  of  the  neglect  of  the  Foreign  Office,  letters 
never  answered,  no  instructions  given,  etc. ;  was  sent  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  no  plenary  powers ;  rumours  of  an  intended  invasion  of  Tangier  by 
France;  would  welcome  it  as  a  means  of  escape. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  301-302 

36.  Tangier 

1801  Oct.  30  Even  if  it  limits  his  influence,  rejoices  that  B.  is  not  in 

Parliament  and  avoids  politics;  all  the  Barbary  Consulates  (except  those 
of  Gibraltar)  are  now  under  the  Secretary  for  War ;  has  for  years  tried  to 
persuade  the  ministry  to  abandon  the  settlement  of  Tangier  and  move  it 
to  eastward,  opposite  Gibraltar,  where  facilities  are  better;  has  declined 
the  embassy  to  the  Emperor  on  account  of  ill  health;  progress  of  the 
travellers  to  Timbuctoo;  is  sending  dried  specimens  of  the  “wool  plant”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  321-322 

37.  Tangier 

1801  Nov.  20  Although  anxious  for  a  change,  explains  his  reasons  for  not 

wishing  to  move  at  present ;  his  salary  is  seven  quarters  in  arrear,  he  has  a 
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38.  Tangier 


39.  Tangier 


40.  Tangier 


41.  Tangier 


42.  Tangier 


43.  Tangier 


44.  Tangier 


large  debt  in  Gibraltar,  and  if  he  were  to  leave  he  would  lose  the  salary 
due  to  him,  and  have  all  the  expenses  of  removal ;  has  been  40  years  in  the 
service  of  the  Crown.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  325-326 

1802  Apl.  16  Learns  from  Abbe  Durand,  a  naturalist  who  visited  him, 
that  his  ‘  ‘  wool  plant  ”  is  the  common  chickweed,  but  the  scouring  properties 
of  its  root  may  not  be  known  in  England;  the  new  Danish  Consul, 
Schousboe,  is  a  botanist;  has  had  to  wear  spectacles  since  the  age  of  16, 
but  cannot  now  obtain  lenses  to  suit  him ;  has  heard  news  of  the  Peace  but 
thinks  it  cannot  last  long;  plague  is  again  in  Tangier. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  18-19 

1802  July  12  Is  sending  two  flasks  of  hashish  with  directions  enclosed; 
the  common  plant  used  by  the  Moors  for  cleaning  wool  achieves  its  purpose 
as  nothing  else  will;  welcomes  the  Peace  but  doubts  its  duration;  thinks  it 
is  only  an  interval  to  allow  Bonaparte  to  develop  his  plans ;  his  salary  is 
much  in  arrear  and  but  for  a  prize-agency  could  not  be  carried  on;  his 
failing  health  and  eyesight;  the  disadvantages  he  suffered  while  the  Duke 
of  Portland  was  in  office.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  37-39 

1802  Aug.  25  Has  sent  by  Turnbull  a  bottle  of  hashish;  now  sends  two 
birds  in  spirit  resembling  woodcock;  Durand  and  Schousboe  do  not  know 
the  species  which  is  not  described  by  Linnaeus  or  Buffon;  a  disease 
affecting  horses.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  20 

1802  Dec.  22  Has  sent  three  boxes  of  dried  plants,  one  for  B.,  one  for 

A.  B.  Lambert  and  one  for  [J.  E.]  Smith,  all  directed  to  Lambert;  has 
been  isolated  by  severe  storms;  has  heard  that  the  Peace  has  ended;  the 
failure  of  the  firm  of  Turnbull  &  Foster  has  been  a  severe  blow,  as  they 
have  been  his  agents  and  bankers  for  years  and  he  is  much  in  their  debt; 
Durand  is  botanizing  through  Spain  and  France,  whence  he  will  go  to 
London.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  73-74 

1803  June  10  The  office  of  the  Registrar  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  at 
Gibraltar  being  vacant,  and  Lord  St.  Vincent  being  well  disposed,  asks  B. 
to  support  his  application  for  the  post,  the  fees  of  which  in  war  time 
would  be  a  great  help  to  him.  [Note  by  B.,  “Wrote  to  Ld  S'  V.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  no 

1803  Dec.  23  Thanks  B.  for  approaching  Lord  St.  Vincent  in  his  favour, 

though  he  did  not  get  the  appointment ;  the  cattle-disease  affecting  horses 
is  widespread ;  it  is  said  to  be  communicable  to  human  beings,  but  he  has 
found  no  instance;  inoculation  is  seldom  used  in  Tangier;  in  horses  the 
forelegs  swell  and  resemble  elephantiasis ;  is  collecting  information  thereon ; 
has  seen  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  cleaning  of  woollen  fabrics  with 
chickweed  on  a  much  soiled-carpet;  his  failing  eyesight  and  the  drastic 
treatment  prescribed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  133— 134 

1804  Feb.  9  Hears  from  the  Spanish  Ambassador  that  cow-pox  in¬ 
oculation  is  a  safeguard  against  plague;  queries  whether  an  inoculated 
person  who  has  had  smallpox  is  immune  from  plague;  asks  B.  to  obtain 
confirmation ;  Abbe  Durand  is  deputy  to  Broussonet ;  they  intended  to  go 
to  the  Cape,  but  the  Abbe  was  swindled  out  of  his  money  and  has  to  return 
straight  home ;  has  had  a  letter  from  Dr.  Curtis  recommending  Lastupie, 
president  of  the  Paris  Board  of  Agric. ;  the  effects  of  hashish;  Nelson  has 
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gone  on  a  wild  goose  chase  to  Algiers.  [Note  by  B.,  “Wrote  to  Jenner 


45.  Tangier 

Apl.  3.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  135-136 

1804  July  25  Thanks  B.  for  forwarding  Jenner’s  answer  to  his  query 

about  smallpox  and  plague;  it  has  been  translated  and  sent  to  Spain; 
many  people  are  now  being  vaccinated  in  the  belief  that  they  will  avoid 
both  smallpox  and  plague;  the  recent  events  in  Europe;  has  treated  his 
eyes  by  galvanism  with  good  results;  his  consulate  is  now  transferred  to 
control  of  Colonial  Office.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  158-159 

46.  Tangier 

1804  Sept.  10  The  horse-disease  locally  called  smallpox  has  attacked  his 

own  stable;  describes  the  symptoms;  has  had  a  cow  inoculated  from  the 
horse,  also  three  Jews;  effects  and  symptoms  of  these  trials;  the  local 
markets  are  like  English  fairs,  where  all  kinds  of  goods  are  sold  or  bartered 
and  jugglers  and  quacks  attend;  hopes  B.  will  commend  him  to  Lord 
Camden,  his  new  chief.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  168-171 

47.  Tangier 

1804  Oct.  24  Describes  the  plague  in  Spain,  Gibraltar  and  Tangier  and 

its  ravages;  great  shortage  of  provisions  and  necessaries,  most  of  which 
came  from  Gibraltar;  universal  distress;  in  spite  of  all  dangers,  he  will  not 
desert  his  post.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  172-173 

MATY,  Rev.  Paul  Henry,  F.R.S.  (1745-1787).  Assistant  Librarian,  British  Museum; 
Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society 

1.  [British  1780  Apl.  12  A  surgical  case  to  be  communicated  to  R.S.  will  be  taken 


Museum] 

at  the  next  meeting  as  the  author  is  leaving  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  119 

2.  British 
Museum 

1784  Jan.  15  Asks  B.  to  send  him  such  papers  as  he  has  by  him,  as  there 

are  not  enough  for  the  next  meeting;  refuses  to  read  papers  he  is  not 
prepared  with  or  to  come  to  Soho  Square  unless  a  statute  is  made  for  the 
purpose.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  257 

3.  [Soho 

Square] 

4-  — 

1784  Jan.  15  *  After  having  read  the  papers  in  hand,  directs  him  to  read 

that  of  Cavendish  sent  herewith.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  257  (2) 

- Informs  the  President  that  he  has  not  received  Watson’s  paper  and 

shall  not  do  so  before  the  meeting;  he  told  Watson  as  he  has  told  all  others 
that  the  reading  of  papers  depended  solely  on  the  President. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  237 

5-  — 

- Is  calling  to  see  B.  concerning  a  paper  by  a  friend  of  Dr.  Watson 

[Frazer],  at  which  preparations  will  be  exhibited,  of  a  case  believed  to  be 
rheumatism  but  which  proved  on  dissection  to  reveal  large  bony  growths 
and  the  thoracic  duct  choked  with  a  large  chalk-like  concretion. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35262.  6 

MAUDE,  Thomas 

1.  York  Street,  1792  Mar.  9  He  is  drawing  up  a  history  of  the  Cameleopard  [giraffe] 


Co  vent 
Garden 

from  ancient  Greek  times  to  the  present  day  to  assist  a  friend,  who  is 
going  as  Consul-General  to  one  of  the  Barbary  States,  to  hunt  and  bring 
the  animal  to  England;  he  wishes  to  call  upon  B.  and  to  introduce  his  son, 
now  at  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge;  reminds  B.  that  he  once  sent  him  some 
plants  gathered  in  Lat.  79  and  80  N.  and  a  description  of  the  Cowthorpe 
Oak;  he  lives  at  Bolton  Hall,  Wensleydale,  and  is  now  on  a  visit  to  London. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  66 

D.T.C.  8.  19-20 
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MAURICE,  Rev.  Thomas  (1754-1824).  Orientalist;  Assistant  Librarian,  British  Museum 

1 .  Great  1 792  Nov.  7  Is  engaged  upon  a  great  work  which  embraces  the  mythology 

Russell  Street  and  history  of  Persia,  India  and  Egypt;  to  buy  the  necessary  books,  maps, 

etc.,  for  its  preparation,  has  already  cost  him  £700  and  he  has  not  the  means 
to  complete  and  publish  the  book :  “  I  have  no  resource  but  in  flight  or  jail” ; 
he  was  patronized  by  Dr.  Johnson  and  Dr.  Samuel  Parr;  encloses  pro¬ 
posals  for  his  book  and  testimonials;  desires  B.’s  support. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  83 
D.T.C.  8.  104-105 

2.  [Soho  Square  1792  Nov.  9]  *  As  the  study  of  history  is  outside  the  course  of  his 

pursuits,  he  cannot  enter  critically  into  his  design,  or  recommend  it  to 
others;  he  will,  however,  subscribe  to  the  work  and  put  his  proposals  in 
the  hands  of  any  of  his  friends  who  are  interested  in  Indian  history. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  83  vo. 
D.T.C.  8.  106 

3.  Great  1792  Nov.  19  He  was  informed  that  B.  possessed  a  curious  treatise  on 

Russell  Street  Phallic  Worship,  from  which  he  inferred  that  he  was  interested  in  history 

and  mythology;  requests  the  loan  of  the  book;  he  has  inserted  B.’s  name 
in  his  list  of  subscribers  and  asks  him  to  pay  him,  and  not  the  bookseller. 

D.T.C.  8.  117-118 

4.  [Soho  Square  1792  Nov.  19]  *  Sends  the  book  he  wishes  to  borrow ;  in  its  original  form 

he  sees  no  indecency  in  Phallic  Worship  which  was  only  a  tribute  of  praise 
to  an  unknown  god;  encloses  also  his  subscription  for  the  book. 

D.T.C.  8.  1 19 

5.  [Great  1792  Nov.  20  Thanks  B.  for  the  loan  of  the  book  and  for  his  subscription 

Russell  Street]  for  which  he  encloses  receipt ;  he  agrees  with  the  original  purity  of  the  cult, 

but  he  has  been  obliged  to  deal  cautiously  with  it  in  his  book  as  it  would  not 
be  becoming  in  a  clergyman  to  appear  to  defend  the  rites  of  Priapus; 
discusses  in  detail  his  treatment  of  the  subject.  [The  book  lent  by  B.  was 
evidently  the  memoir  on  the  Worship  of  Priapus  issued  by  the  Dilettanti 
Soc.  in  1786;  see  Hamilton,  Sir  Wm.,  Nos.  10, 13, 15,  27,  and  Knight, 
R.  P.,  No.  1.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  89 

D.T.C.  8.  120-121 

MAXWELL,  E. 

1.  Soho  Square  1793  Aug.  11  #  In  a  letter  received  from  Capt.  [Joseph]  Huddart  ( q.v .) 

he  expresses  the  opinion  that  no  harm  can  happen  to  Boston  navigation 
by  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Welland  and  Witham;  Huddart  will  furnish 
a  report  during  the  present  month ;  as  soon  as  he  receives  it,  he  will  forward 
it  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  from  whom  a  copy  could  doubtless  be  obtained. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  100 
D.T.C.  8.  245 


MAXWELL,  George.  African  Traveller 

1.  Prior’s  Lynn  1804  July  20  [To  William  Keir.]  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  accompany 
him  to  visit  Mungo  Park;  he  sent  Park  a  chart  of  the  River  Congo; 
suggests  that  it  rises  northwards  and  is  supplied  by  the  flood-waters  of  the 
Niger;  thinks  the  best  mode  of  penetrating  the  interior  would  be  from  the 
S.,  following  the  course  of  the  Congo;  comparison  with  the  St.  Lawrence; 
that  the  Niger  loses  itself  by  emptying  into  the  desert  is  an  unproven 
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opinion  originating  with  the  Romans;  if  this  were  so,  the  desert  would 
become  verdant;  the  great  size  of  the  Congo;  thinks  that  the  island  at 
Embomma  would  make  a  good  centre  for  commerce. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37232,  52-53 
D.T.C.  15.  7-9 

2.  Prior’s  Lynn  1804  Oct.  12  [To  Mungo  Park.]  Answers  his  queries;  (1)  the  Mandingo 
and  Loango  people  speak  the  same  language ;  the  former  have  nine  cuts  in 
each  cheek  (sketch)  and  are  said  to  be  cannibals;  (2)  slaves  always  travel 
by  land,  carrying  their  provisions,  except  the  Congos,  who  use  canoes; 
(3)  the  canoes  are  very  small  and  round-sided  and  often  capsize;  pro¬ 
pulsion  is  by  two,  occasionally  four,  paddles ;  they  have  no  horses,  asses  or 
cows,  only  sheep,  goats  and  poultry;  (4)  there  are  two  cataracts,  the  first 
shown  on  the  chart,  the  second  10  or  15  leagues  higher,  with  a  fall  of  30  ft. ; 
the  Portuguese  fortified  Cabonda,  40  miles  to  the  N.  of  the  river  but  the 
French  sent  two  frigates  with  troops  and  demolished  the  fort;  (5)  of  the 
natives  he  spoke  to,  none,  nor  their  fathers,  has  ever  seen  a  canoe  or  other 
object  floating  down  the  river,  and  any  such  would  be  smashed  to  pieces 
in  the  cataracts;  (6)  has  never  heard  of  any  Mohammedan  priests  having 
visited  the  country;  if  the  Congo  is  the  outlet  of  the  Niger  it  is  strange 
that  none  has  followed  its  course;  (7)  no  people  who  can  read  or  write 
have  ever  visited  the  country  except  the  Portuguese  who  have  a  settlement 
at  Banza  with  monasteries,  churches,  etc. ;  except  for  the  writer  himself, 
no  white  man  has  ever  ascended  the  river;  (8)  general  homogeneity  of 
language  with  various  dialects;  (9)  there  are  no  European  factories  on 
the  Congo;  (10)  the  nearest  European  settlement  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Congo  is  Loando  St.  Paul ;  general  observations  on  the  country  and  the 
best  methods  of  exploring  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37232.  56-59 

D.T.C.  15.  148-156 


MAXWELL,  James  (1759-1827).  Chamberlain  of  Mull. 

1.  Thurso  1811  Dec.  23  [To  W.  Smith,  M.P.  for  Norwich.]  Encloses  sworn 

statements,  taken  before  Duncan  Campbell,  Sheriff- Substitute,  from  John 
Mclsaac,  aged  23,  containing  a  description  of  a  Mermaid  seen  by  him 
on  the  coast  of  Kintyre,  and  authenticated  by  Rev.  George  Robertson, 
the  Rev.  Norman  MacLeod  and  the  writer ;  also  statements  by  Catherine 
Leynachan,  a  child,  and  her  father ;  the  statements  are  all  very  detailed  and 
circumstantial  and  describe  the  Mermaid  as  having  the  head  and  torso  in 
human  form,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  body  like  that  of  a  fish.  [ See  also 
Sinclair,  Sir  John,  No.  12;  Mackay,  Elizabeth;  Munro,  William.] 

D.T.C.  18.  127-134 


MEAD,  William 


1.  Dunstable 


—  Nov.  8  Sends  specimen  of  an  abnormal  Lark,  caught  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Dunstable.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  46 


MEASE,  James,  M.D.  (1771-1846).  Scientist  and  Sociologist 

1.  Philadelphia  1820  May  12  Thanks  B.  for  information  about  the  Cashmir  Shawl  Goat; 

the  animal  has  been  introduced  into  France;  mentions  an  invention  to 
print  banknotes,  making  them  proof  against  forgery;  he  has  written  several 
papers  on  the  penal  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  pointing  out  their  defects  and 
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proposing  remedies;  reports  the  progress  of  Canal  construction  in  U.S.A. ; 
introduces  [George]  Ord,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Philo¬ 
sophical  Society,  an  eminent  naturalist,  who  is  coming  to  Europe. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  34-36 

MECHAIN,  Pierre  Francis  Andre,  F.R.S.  (1744-1804).  Astronomer 

1.  Paris  1789  May  10  Thanks  B.  for  his  election  to  membership  of  R.S.; 

expresses  the  desire  to  correspond  with  him  from  time  to  time;  regrets 
his  short  stay  in  London  with  Cassini  and  Le  Gendre,  and  wishes  it  could 
have  been  longer;  states  his  occupation  (for  R.S.  diploma)  as  Astronomer- 
Hydrographer  to  the  Navy.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  229-230 

2.  Paris  1 789  Oct.  24  Sends  copy  of  his  Connaissance  des  Terns  pour  VAnnee  1791 

to  B.  by  Cassini;  asks  if  the  copy  for  R.S.  sent  by  Broussonet  has  arrived; 
sends  other  copies  for  distribution;  discusses  Saturn’s  Ring  and  satellites, 
and  his  own,  Herschel’s  and  Carroches’  observations.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  AdS.  8097.  231 

3.  Soho  Square  1789  Nov.  24*  Returns  thanks  for  the  copies  of  the  Connaissance  des 
Terns ;  discusses  Herschel’s  observations  on  the  Ring  of  Saturn. 

D.T.C.  6.  274 

1801  Oct.  31  [Dated  9  Brumaire,  an  10.]  On  behalf  of  the  French  Board 
of  Longitude,  sends  a  copy  of  Borda’s  Trigonometric  Decimal  Table  and 
the  Conn,  des  Terns  pour  Van  12 ;  Otto  executes  this  commission;  his  zeal 
for  science  has  enabled  him  to  correspond  with  English  savants;  asks  B. 
to  try  to  obtain  for  their  observatory  from  Ramsden’s  successor,  a  meridian 
telescope  or  transit  instrument,  of  which  he  gives  details.  [French.] 

B.Ad.  Add.  MS.  8099.  187 

1802  Apl.  17]  Sends  three  vols.  of  the  Memoires  of  the  Institut  for  R.S. ; 
he  and  his  colleagues  are  happy  to  number  B.  amongst  the  members  of  the 
Institut;  again  solicits  B.’s  help  in  the  matter  of  the  meridian  telescope 
which  they  have  been  trying  to  obtain  from  Ramsden  for  14  years.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  188 

1802  June  4  Is  most  grateful  to  B.  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  over  the 

instrument  that  Ramsden  undertook  to  make ;  if  Ramsden’s  successor  can 
deliver  it  within  the  year,  it  will  be  owing  to  B. ;  Blagden  has  given  him 
Mudge’s  letter  on  the  observations  he  intends  to  carry  out  with  the 
zenith  sector;  gives  details  of  his  own  and  other  observations;  is  sending 
the  Rules  of  the  Institut,  but  the  medals  are  not  yet  ready;  the  First 
Consul  has  re-established  Gen.  Chabert  on  the  Board  of  Longitude;  sends 
the  longitude  of  Salonica  asked  for  by  B.;  has  sent  Blagden  their  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  star  Pallas  discovered  by  Olbers;  sends  also  some  Memoires  of 
the  Institut  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  280-281 

1803  Mar.  12  Blagden  has  told  him  that  B.  wants  details  of  what  has 
already  been  paid  to  Ramsden  for  the  instrument  and  for  books  in  1789; 
again  thanks  B.  for  all  that  he  has  done  to  have  it  completed;  he  and 
Cassini  ordered  it  when  in  London  in  1787;  the  papers,  correspondence, 
and  receipts  signed  by  Ramsden  will  follow ;  he  is  about  to  leave  to  continue 
the  measurement  of  the  French  meridian  from  Barcelona  to  the  Balearic 
Is.,  and  will  carry  out  any  commissions  B.  may  have  in  Spain.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  278-279 


4.  Paris 


5.  [Paris 


6.  Paris 


7.  Paris 
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8.  Paris  1803  Apl.  15  [Dated  25  Germinal,  an  1 1 .]  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter 

informing  him  that  the  instrument  will  be  ready  in  three  weeks  and  again 
thanks  him;  he  is  now  arranging  for  payment  of  Berge,  Ramsden’s 
successor,  and  the  best  way  of  sending  the  instrument  so  that  it  shall  not 
be  unpacked  by  the  Customs  officers;  regrets  that  as  he  is  leaving  for  Spain 
next  day,  he  will  not  be  present  when  it  arrives;  sends  Conn,  des  Terns ,  an 
13  and  some  publications  of  the  Institut  for  B.  and  for  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  282 

MEINERS,  Christoph  (1747-1810).  Historian  and  Philosopher 

1.  Gdttingen  1794  Nov.  16  He  is  anxious  to  obtain  Forster’s  Travels  in  Hindustan, 

Afghanistan  and  the  borders  of  the  Caspian  Sea;  several  volumes  were 
published  in  Calcutta  in  1790;  Mueller,  Secretary  to  the  Ambassador  in 
London,  will  reimburse  the  cost;  offers  his  services  in  Germany.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  371 

2.  [Soho  1794  Dec.  1  *  He  regrets  he  has  been  unable  to  procure  the  books  asked 

Square]  for;  he  has  a  good  opinion  of  the  author’s  energy  and  ability. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  118 


MELLO,  Arnold.  Banker 

1.  Fenchurch  1776  July  16  He  mentioned  in  conversation  with  B.  and  [George] 

Street  Aufrere  his  belief  that  Peter  the  Wild  Boy  was  dead;  he  has  since  found 

that  he  is  still  alive  in  Hertfordshire,  and  visited  him;  encloses  an  account: 
he  is  bald-headed,  grey-haired  and  bearded,  cheerful  and  healthy;  he 
could  spell  his  name  and  count  on  his  fingers  up  to  20;  when  given  a 
piece  of  money  he  made  signs  that  he  would  spend  it  on  food  and  drink, 
ginger-bread  and  gin  being  his  favourite  refreshment ;  he  is  fond  of  music 
and  is  generally  happy  and  contented.  [See  also  Burnett,  James,  No.  1.] 

D.T.C.  1.  1 24-1 27 


2.  Fenchurch  1780  Feb.  23  [To  John  Reinhold  Forster  (q.v.),  No.  4.]  Has  received  his 
Street  letter  and  list  of  creditors  which  he  has  sent  to  Brunswick;  he  has  seen  B., 

who,  hearing  that  his  firm  had  been  instructed  to  pay  F.’s  debts,  whilst  not 
wishing  to  interrupt  his  advancement  and  prospects,  yet  as  all  the  other 
creditors  were  to  be  satisfied,  B.  considered  himself  equally  entitled  to  be 
repaid,  and  that  he  should  at  least  expect  to  receive  proper  security  for  it ; 
suggests  therefore  that  Dr.  F.  should  acquaint  his  friend  [the  Duke  of 
Brunswick]  of  this  additional  claim.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  88 

D.T.C.  1.  286 


3.  Fenchurch 
Street 


4.  Fenchurch 
Street 

5.  Fenchurch 
Street 


1780  Mar.  4  He  has  heard  from  Forster  who  states  that  he  omitted  B.’s 
name  from  the  list  of  creditors  out  of  delicacy,  as  all  the  others  were 
tradesmen;  has  been  unable  to  call  upon  B.  through  indisposition,  but 
invites  B.  to  dine  with  him.  Kezv:  B.C.  x.  89 

1780  Mar.  4  [To  J.  R.  Forster.]  Has  been  unable  to  see  B.  personally, 
but  will  communicate  his  letter  to  him.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  90 

1782  June  14  Sends  copy  of  his  letter  to  [Johann  Friedrich]  Diireking 
[q.v.)  at  Halle;  he  has  forwarded  B.’s  instructions  and  Forster’s  promissory 
notes,  and  will  pay  the  charges  of  the  Notary  Public. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  149 
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6.  Fenchurch  1784  Dec.  16 


Street 

7.  Fenchurch 
Street 


Encloses  receipts  for  the  legal  expenses  at  Halle  in  the 
suit  against  Forster.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  188 

1791  Feb.  24  Comments  on  the  charges  of  Bohn  the  bookseller  for  books 
obtained  for  B.  from  Germany;  states  the  proper  rates  of  exchange. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  33 

MELVILL,  John.  Surgeon 

1.  Arundel  1786  Oct.  21  He  is  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon  the  voyage  to  the 
Street  South  Seas,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  Lord  Mulgrave  on  B.’s 

recommendation,  through  ill  health;  [Archibald]  Menzies  has  agreed  to 
act  for  him.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  248 

MELVILLE,  Viscount — See  Dundas,  Henry 


MENDOZA  Y 
1.  Cadiz 


3.  Portman 
Place 


4.  Foley  Street 


RIOS,  Jose,  F.R.S.  (1763-1816).  Mathematician  and  Astronomer 
1788  Mar.  18  Has  recently  published  a  work  on  navigation  commissioned 
and  paid  for  by  the  King  of  Spain  [Tratado  de  Navigacion,  2  vols.,  Madrid, 
1787].  [Latin. ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  96-97 

2.  Paddington  1801  June  2  He  has  sent  a  copy  of  his  Tables  to  Mr.  Gilpin  [Secretary] 
that  they  may  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Longitude;  he  begs  that  the 
Board  may  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  publication  of  further  extensive 
Tables  and  the  Treatise  on  Navigation  which  he  wishes  to  produce  in  three 
volumes;  the  expense  of  this  work  will  be  so  considerable  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  him  to  undertake  it  unaided.  R.S.  Misc.  A1SS.  8.  31 
1802  Nov.  25  Has  informed  Dr.  Maskelyne  of  the  improvements  to  be 
inserted  in  his  proposed  work  [Tables  for  Navigation  and  Nautical  As¬ 
tronomy,  pub.  in  1805] ;  asks  for  B.’s  support  so  that  the  Board  of  Longitude 
may  signify  what  help  they  are  prepared  to  give ;  the  composition  of  the 
tables  has  been  a  long  and  arduous  task.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  271 

1813  Oct.  16  As  desired  by  B.,  he  now  submits  a  comparison  between 
his  own  method  for  clearing  the  lunar  distances  and  the  method  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  Requisite  Tables',  Rigaud  has  already  stated  his  belief 
that  the  method  now  submitted  is  to  be  preferred  to  that  in  the  Appendix. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  71 

1813  Nov.  24  He  regrets  that  he  is  unable  to  wait  upon  B.  as  severe 

illness  in  his  family  has  called  him  from  London ;  he  regrets  that  permission 
to  use  some  of  his  Tables  would  affect  his  interest  as  much  as  the  alienation 
of  the  whole ;  he  offers  to  part  with  the  copyright  of  his  work  for  the  sum 
of  £1500.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  72 

1814  Feb.  26  He  repeats  his  offer  to  sell  his  copyright  and  compares  the 

value  of  his  work  favourably  with  that  of  several  watchmakers  who  have 
received  large  rewards.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  74 

MENZIES,  Archibald  (1754-1842).  Surgeon  and  Botanist 

1.  Assistance,  1784  May  30  At  the  request  of  Prof.  Hope  of  Edinburgh  he  is  sending  a 
parcel  of  seeds,  list  of  which  is  enclosed;  those  marked  “Sandy  Hook” 
were  gathered  near  New  York,  the  rest  are  from  Barbados,  Dominica,  St. 
Christopher  and  Nevis  in  W.  Indies;  arrived  at  Halifax  a  few  days  ago 
and  finds  the  botanical  prospects,  to  which  he  will  devote  all  his  leisure, 
are  excellent;  will  send  more  seeds  in  the  autumn.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  163 

D.T.C.  4.  29-30 


5.  Brighton 


6.  Foley  Street 


Halifax 
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2.  Assistance, 
Halifax 


Assistance, 

Halifax 


4.  Assistance, 
Halifax 


5.  Assistance, 
Chatham 


6.  London 


7.  Prince  of 
Wales, 

Porto  Praya 


8.  Prince  of 
Wales, 

Staten  Island 


Prince  of 
Wales, 

Isle  of  Wight 


1784  Nov.  2  Has  returned  from  a  boat  expedition  round  the  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia;  sends  seeds  collected,  some  of  which  are  new  species;  could 
not  find  Arbutus  acadiensis\  expects  to  be  sent  to  Canada. 

Kezv:  B.C.  1.  175 

1786  Jan.  28  Has  still  been  unable  to  find  the  species  of  plants  particularly 
wanted  by  B. ;  he  will  probably  return  to  England  and  not  go  to  Canada; 
Prof.  Hope  has  sent  him  the  last  edition  of  the  Systema  of  Linnaeus;  when 
he  returns,  he  will  endeavour  to  bring  living  plants.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  221 

1786  June  8  Has  been  on  a  short  visit  to  the  Bahama  Islands;  as  it  was 

the  dry  season,  he  was  unable  to  identify  many  of  the  plants  of  which  he 
now  sends  the  seeds;  hopes  to  return  to  England  soon;  observations  on 
some  of  the  species  he  has  sent.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  234 

1786  Aug.  21  Has  sent  a  box  of  plants  addressed  to  B.  to  Bull  Wharf, 

Queenhithe ;  is  informed  that  a  ship,  a  private  adventurer,  is  now  fitting  out 
at  Deptford  for  a  circumnavigation ;  he  would  be  very  happy  to  be  appointed 
surgeon  to  satisfy  his  greatest  ambition  and  to  afford  the  best  opportunities 
for  collecting  objects  of  Natural  History;  Assistance  is  now  being  paid  off 
and  he  will  be  in  London  in  a  few  days.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  230 

D.T.C.  5.  43 

1786  Sept.  7  Is  happy  to  inform  B.  that  he  has  been  appointed  surgeon 
to  the  expedition  about  to  circumnavigate;  the  two  vessels  are  Prince  of 
Wales  and  a  sloop  Princess  Royal,  both  of  which  will  be  under  his  care; 
the  route  is  to  be  S.  America,  W.  coast  of  America,  Japan,  China,  Cape, 
and  thence  home,  the  chief  object  being  the  fur  trade;  regrets  that  he  will 
not  be  allowed  to  trade  or  barter  for  curiosities,  but  hopes  he  is  not 
debarred  from  packing  objects  which  he  finds  and  collects;  requests  B.  to 
write  to  the  owner,  [Richard  Cadman]  Etches  (q.v.),  to  ask  that  he  may  be 
exempt  from  this  restriction  as  regards  objects  of  Natural  History  which 
will  not  interfere  with  the  interests  of  the  ship’s  company;  expects  to  sail 
in  a  few  days.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  243 

D.T.C.  5.  50 

1786  Nov.  16  Thanks  B.  for  his  application  to  the  owner,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  has  been  granted  every  indulgence  [see  Etches,  R.  C.,  No.  2] ; 
he  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  collecting  specimens;  is  very  grateful  to 
Dryander  for  showing  him  B.’s  Herbarium  and  to  Aiton  who  showed 
him  many  interesting  plants  at  Kew;  discusses  various  species  and  hopes 
he  may  be  able  to  obtain  for  B.  the  Wintera  aromatica  at  Tierra  del  Fuego. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  249 
D.T.C.  5.  113-114 

1787  Feb.  11  Is  sending  by  Capt.  Marshall  five  young  living  specimens 

of  Wintera  for  B.  and  Prof.  Hope;  does  not  know  the  name  of  the  ship  by 
which  they  will  be  conveyed  as  she  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  Etches  will 
give  the  information;  in  spite  of  the  severe  weather  and  bad  climate  he 
has  made  several  excursions  and  has  collected  some  rare  plants,  some  of 
which  are  not  in  the  14th  edition  of  Linnaeus.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  259 

D.T.C.  5.  129-130 

1789  July  14  Has  arrived  home  after  voyage  of  three  years,  during  which 
only  one  man  died ;  on  the  W.  coast  of  N.  America  he  saw  a  brass  weapon 
in  the  hands  of  the  natives  inscribed  with  B.’s  name  and  arms  [Cf. 
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10.  Deptford 

Kendall,  Thomas];  has  given  B.’s  name  to  a  group  of  islands  to 
commemorate  this  discovery  and  will  show  their  situation  on  his  chart. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  356 

1789  July  21  Has  forwarded  to  B.  a  box  containing  all  the  dried  plants 

collected  on  the  voyage.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  357 

11.  London 

1789  Oct.  8  Has  been  informed  by  Nepean  ( q.v .)  that  the  King  has 

approved  his  appointment  as  recommended  by  B. ;  he  was  informed  that  a 
vessel  of  about  300  tons  has  been  bought  for  the  service  and  fitted  out  in 
the  same  manner  as  Endeavour ;  when  he  desired  to  have  his  instructions, 
he  was  informed  that  he  would  receive  them  from  B. ;  hopes  B.  will 
return  to  London  before  the  fitting  of  the  vessel  is  finished,  so  that  proper 
accommodation  may  be  provided  for  bringing  home  living  plants  and 
other  specimens ;  wishes  to  take  with  him  a  youth  in  whom  he  is  interested 
as  servant,  if  he  is  permitted  to  do  so.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  362 

D.T.C.  6.  238-239 

12.  London 

1791  Feb.  —  Is  going  to  join  Discovery  and  has  appointed  Francis 

Wilson  of  the  Navy  Office  his  agent;  will  call  upon  B.  if  he  desires  to  see 

13.  Soho  Square 

him.  Kew:  B.C.  3.  45 

1791  Feb.  22*  Long  letter  of  instructions  to  observe  not  only  all  branches 

of  Natural  History  of  countries  visited,  but  their  geology,  physical  geo¬ 
graphy,  climate  and  suitability  for  settlement  or  colonization;  also  their 
natural  products,  and  which  of  such  are  likely  to  be  useful  or  interesting, 
and  which  would  thrive  in  England;  seeds  and  plants  to  be  collected, 
living  specimens  to  be  obtained  when  possible,  with  directions  for  their 
care  during  the  voyage ;  wherever  the  natives  are  friendly,  information  to 
be  collected  of  their  manners  and  customs,  language,  religion,  arts  and 
crafts;  a  full  journal  to  be  kept  of  all  observations  and  discoveries.  [Printed 
in  full  in  Proc.  Linn.  Soc.  1943-4,  1 8 x— 1 83  ;  a  copy  of  the  Journal  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  Linnean  Society,  and  another,  up  to  Feb.  1794,  which  had 
belonged  to  B.  is  now  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32641.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  75-78 
D.T.C.  7.  1 97-201 

14.  Portsmouth 

1791  Mar.  1  Expresses  his  gratitude  for  B.’s  patronage  and  kindness;  he 

will  carry  out  his  instructions  fully  and  faithfully;  Capt.  Vancouver  has 
joined  the  ship  but  the  Chatham  has  not  yet  arrived.  D.T.C.  8.  14-15 

15.  Monterey, 
California 

1793  Jan.  1- 1 4  Long  and  important  letter  describing  in  great  detail  the 

course  and  events  of  the  voyage;  H.M.S.  Daedalus  joined  them  at  Nootka, 
her  commander,  Lieut.  Hergest  and  the  astronomer  [William]  Gooch  have 
been  murdered  by  the  natives  when  calling  at  the  Sandwich  Islands; 
account  of  the  voyage  from  the  Cape  to  New  Holland,  New  Zealand, 
Tahiti  and  Hawaii;  exploration  of  the  coast  of  N.W.  America;  hospitality 
of  Governor  Quadra ;  return  to  Nootka  in  the  autumn ;  the  surgeon  having 
been  sent  home  by  Daedalus  through  ill-health,  he  has  assumed  his  duties; 
by  the  same  ship  cattle  and  sheep  were  sent  for  Botany  Bay;  Lieut. 
Broughton  is  sent  home  with  dispatches  by  way  of  Mexico  and  brings  a  box 
of  seeds  for  B. ;  asks  him  to  send  a  supply  of  botanical  paper  and  certain 
books  of  Linnaeus.  [Extracts  in  Godwin ,  91,  208.]  D.T.C.  8.  142-155 

16.  Nootka  1794  Oct.  x  Refers  to  previous  letters,  from  San  Diego  in  December  last 

Sound  and  from  Hawaii  in  Feb.  and  a  box  of  seeds  for  Kew  sent  by  Daedalus  and 
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Menzies,  Archibald,  co7itinued 

hopes  they  all  arrived ;  description  of  his  observations  at  Hawaii ;  left  the 
Sandwich  Islands  in  March  and  proceeded  by  way  of  Trinity  Islands  to 
Cook’s  River,  which  proved  to  be  only  an  inlet,  not  a  stream;  the  severe 
weather  and  intense  cold  in  April  killed  most  of  the  living  plants  on  board ; 
found  Russian  Settlements  in  Cook’s  Inlet  and  Prince  William’s  Sound; 
they  are  still  waiting  for  a  vessel  to  bring  news  of  the  determination  of  the 
Courts  relative  to  the  port.  D.T.C.  9.  105-108 


17.  Discovery, 
Valparaiso 


18.  Discovery, 
Shannon 


19.  Berkeley 
Square 


1795  Apl.  28  Continues  the  narrative  of  the  voyage;  left  Monterey  on 
Dec.  2  and  proceeded  southwards;  after  passing  the  coast  of  Mexico, 
visited  Cocos  Island  and  obtained  supplies  of  wood,  water  and  coconuts ; 
the  Galapagos  Islands  are  dreary  and  barren  and  frequented  by  large 
numbers  of  seals  and  penguins,  lizards  and  snakes;  having  sprung  the 
mainmast  before  reaching  the  Island  of  Massafuera,  the  ship  put  in  there, 
but  being  unable  to  obtain  a  new  mast,  the  old  one  was  patched  up ; 
President  Higgins  of  Chile  received  the  captain  and  officers  with  great 
courtesy  and  ordered  all  the  ship’s  wants  to  be  supplied;  Santiago,  the 
capital,  was  three  days’  journey  and  they  remained  nine  days  and  received 
great  hospitality  from  the  President  and  the  important  people  of  the  town; 
was  disappointed  with  Valparaiso ;  as  scurvy  had  broken  out,  the  supply  of 
fresh  vegetables  and  fruit  was  very  welcome;  only  one  man  has  died  of 
disease  during  the  whole  voyage;  intends  to  seal  up  his  journal  and  send  it 
to  B.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  121 

D.T.C.  9.  210-213 

1795  Sept.  14  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  under  arrest  since  28th  July; 

the  servant  whom  he  was  authorized  to  take  to  care  for  the  plants,  etc., 
was  taken  from  him  by  Vancouver  and  given  ordinary  duties  in  working 
the  ship ;  he  had  been  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  in  failing  to  cover  the 
seedlings  in  a  severe  storm,  and  when  this  was  reported  to  the  Captain  he 
discharged  the  culprit  with  no  disciplinary  action;  on  his  protesting, 
Vancouver  flew  into  a  rage,  accusing  him  of  insolence  and  contempt, 
and  placed  him  under  arrest;  the  result  is  that  the  plants  for  Kew  are 
dead  or  spoiled  ;  is  busy  fair-copying  his  journal ;  when  it  was  demanded  by 
Vancouver,  he  refused  to  deliver  it  until  he  heard  from  B.  or  the  Secretary 
of  State.  [Cf.  Godwin,  139-141.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  127 

D.T.C.  9.  288-291 

1796  Oct.  21  Lady  Camelford  is  collecting  information  respecting  the 
treatment  of  her  son  by  Capt.  Vancouver;  [the  Hon.  Thomas  Pitt  was  a 
midshipman  on  the  Discovery,  he  succeeded  as  2nd  Baron  Camelford 
through  the  death  of  his  father  while  he  was  at  sea] ;  he  gave  Lady  C.  all 
the  information  he  could,  and  for  confirmation  asked  [Joseph]  Whidbey 
(Mate  of  the  Discovery)  for  a  statement  which  he  quotes,  the  testimony 
being  in  favour  of  Lord  Camelford;  encloses  a  caricature  of  the  fracas 
between  Lord  C.  and  Vancouver  which  is  on  sale  in  the  print  shops. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  1 50 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  80-82 


20.  [Soho  Square  1796 — ]*  Statement  written  by  B.  of  the  punishments  inflicted  by 

Vancouver  on  Lord  Camelford  and  of  the  violence  of  his  treatment  of  him 
and  of  other  officers,  and  of  the  arrest  of  Menzies.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  83-86 
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MERCK,  Johann 
i.  The  Hague 


2.  Darmstadt 


3.  The  Hague 


Heinrich  (1741-1791).  Palaeontologist 

1784  June  18  Not  knowing  if  B.  received  his  previous  dissertation  of  two 

years  ago,  sends  another  copy,  showing  that  twelve  fossil  Rhinoceros 
have  been  found  in  Germany;  it  also  contains  observations  on  fossil  young 
Elephants  and  on  the  number  of  their  molar  teeth ;  has  agreed  with  Camper 
that  the  teeth  found  near  Mainz  resemble  those  of  the  African  Elephant, 
while  those  found  near  Rudolfstadt  resemble  the  Indian ;  is  working  upon  a 
fossil  Crocodile  found  in  Germany,  also  has  fossil  Bears,  Lions  and  an 
enormous  Ruminant.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  309-310 

1785  Apl.  8  Sends  drawing  of  a  superb  skeleton  of  a  Giraffe  at  The 
Hague,  and  refers  to  the  wretched  figure  of  it  in  the  Dutch  edition  of 
Buffon ;  his  fossil  researches  have  been  crowned  by  the  discovery  that  the 
“Incognitum”  of  Ohio  also  occurs  in  Germany;  notes  on  the  fossil 
Rhinoceros;  bought  in  Bonn  a  fossil  Elephant’s  tusk  6  ft.  long;  other 
acquisitions;  the  Duke  of  Wurttemberg  has  just  discovered  a  Roman  villa 
and  some  enormous  bones.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  133—134 

1785  July  15  Sends  drawings  made  from  his  osteological  observations 
on  littie-known  animals;  mentions  the  Crocodile  with  a  long  snout  and  a 
fault  in  Edwards’s  drawing  of  it ;  he  has  the  teeth  of  a  young  Rhinoceros  in 
his  collection  and  a  lower  jaw  of  Diceros  bicornis ;  is  doubtful  about  the  teeth 
of  the  Hippopotamus  sent  by  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  135 


MERRY,  Anthony.  British  Charge  d’Affaires,  Madrid 

1.  Escurial  1791  Oct.  17  [To  Lord  St.  Helens.]  Informs  him  that  the  King’s  sheep 
have  been  embarked;  the  handsome  manner  in  which  this  was  made 
possible  by  the  Countess  del  Campo  d’Alange,  from  whose  flock  the 
sheep  came,  requires  proper  acknowledgement  by  the  King,  and  he  suggests 
that  B.  should  explain  the  situation  to  H.M.;  it  was  unavoidable  that  it 
should  be  known  that  the  sheep  were  intended  for  H.M.,  otherwise  a 
licence  for  export  would  not  have  been  granted;  suggests  that  B.  should 
represent  to  H.M.  that  the  sheep  being  very  valuable,  a  proper  return  to 
the  Countess  would  be  the  gift  of  a  set  of  English  carriage  horses. 

D.T.C.  7.  272-273 


MERTENS,  Carl 
1.  Vienna 


2.  Vienna 


3.  Vienna 


( 1 737— 1 788).  Physician 

1781  May  27  Asks  to  be  considered  for  election  as  a  Foreign  Member  of 
R.S.  mainly  on  account  of  his  work  on  the  prevention  of  scurvy;  his 
observations  have  since  been  confirmed  by  Capt.  Cook;  had  written  three 
years  earlier  while  Pringle  was  P.R.S.,  who  told  him  that  no  foreigners 
could  be  elected  as  they  were  already  too  numerous,  but  he  understands  this 
ruling  has  now  been  abrogated.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  472-473 

1783  Aug.  2  Thanks  B.  for  the  communication  he  has  received  about  the 
existing  rule  against  the  admission  of  foreigners  to  R.S.;  sends  a  note  on 
his  publication  on  the  use  of  Sauerkraut  in  Phil.  Trans.,  Vol.  68.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  474-475 

1784  Oct.  17  Had  sent  B.  a  Latin  work  early  in  the  year  [B.  has  written 
above:  “I  never  received  it.”];  now  sends  a  treatise  on  plague  in  French; 
reminds  B.  of  his  promise  that  he  should  be  F.R.S.  as  soon  as  the  regulation 
preventing  the  election  of  Foreign  Members  should  be  rescinded.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  136 
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M  ERIE  ns,  Carl,  continued 

4.  Vienna  1786  Apl.  26  Reminds  B.  that  he  was  to  be  informed  when  R.S.  would 

again  accept  Foreign  Members;  he  has  become  a  Foreign  Member  of  the 
Soc.  Royale  de  Medecine  of  Paris  at  the  same  time  as  B. ;  refers  again  to  his 
memoir  on  treating  scurvy  by  Sauerkraut  in  Phil.  Trans. ;  notes  other 
qualifications  to  be  considered  in  his  favour.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  338-339 

5.  Vienna  1787  Aug.  30  Has  sent  to  Dr.  Turton  the  names  of  two  Fellows  of  R.S. 

who  are  familiar  with  his  writings.  [French.]  [Mertens’s  persistent  im¬ 
portunity  to  be  elected  to  R.S.  had  its  effect  on  B. — he  was  never  elected.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  476 


MERTENS,  Franz  Carl  (1764-1831).  Botanist 

1.  London  1816  Sept.  23  Thanks  B.  for  his  hospitality  during  his  stay  in  London 

and  for  permitting  him  to  use  the  library ;  wishes  to  be  informed  of  the  fate 
of  the  treatise  submitted  by  his  friend  to  R.S.  Brabourne ,  93-94 

MESMER,  Franz  Anton  (1733-1818).  Inventor  of  Mesmerism 
1.  Paris  1782  Feb.  11  Sends  a  copy  of  his  book  on  Animal  Magnetism  for  R.S.; 

regrets  that  the  Society  has  ignored  his  labours.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  99-100 

METCALFE,  Philip,  F.R.S.  (1733-1818) 

1.  [London]  1791  Mar.  16  He  had  intended  to  invite  the  Committee  for  Dr.  Johnson’s 

monument  to  dine  at  his  house,  but  Sir  Joshua  [Reynolds]  was  engaged 
and  preferred  a  meeting  in  a  tavern;  he  understands  that  permission  will 
be  granted  for  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral ;  the  Dean  and  Chapter  told  Sir  Wm. 
Scott  that  they  would  allocate  a  niche  at  half  price;  the  cost  of  a  colossal 
monument  would  be  too  great  for  the  funds,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  ask 
for  further  subscriptions.  [See  Malone,  Edmond,  Nos.  1-4.] 

D.T.C.  7.  203 

MEUSNIER,  Jean  Baptiste  Marie  Charles  (1754-1793).  Mathematician  and  Military  Engineer 

1.  Cherbourg  1788  June  22  Hears  from  Berthollet  and  Blagden  that  B.  wishes  to  know 

when  a  cone  [a  harbour  defence]  will  be  launched,  but  the  letter  arrived 
after  all  three  of  his  cones  had  been  launched ;  has  two  more  to  be  launched 
next  year  and  offers  B.  all  facilities  if  he  carries  out  his  plan  of  coming  to 
France  then.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  98-99 

2.  [Soho  Square  1788  Aug.  23]  *  Admires  the  plan  and  execution  of  the  vast  undertaking 

at  Cherbourg,  though  he  fears  the  sea  will  ultimately  triumph  over  the 
works  of  man;  regrets  his  engagements  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  visit; 
thinks  their  mutual  friend  Berthollet  is  mistaken  in  thinking  that  the 
enquiry  came  from  him,  for  it  was  Blagden  who  wished  for  permission  to 
visit  Cherbourg,  and  by  this  time  he  has  doubtless  done  so.  [See  Blagden, 
C.,  No.  178.]  D.T.C.  6.  71 

MEYER,  Bernhard  (1767-1836).  Ornithologist 

1.  Offenbach,  1805  Oct.  8  He  has  published  an  illustrated  book  on  the  Birds  of  Ger- 
Frankfort  many;  he  wishes  to  increase  his  collection  by  the  exchange  of  duplicates. 

[French.]  Brabourne ,  77-78 
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MEZLER,  Franz  Xaver  (1756-1812).  Doctor  of  Medicine 

1.  Sigmaringen  1799  Nov.  7  He  is  sending  the  first-fruits  of  a  Flora  Sueviae\  a  description 
of  the  Fauna,  including  the  Insects,  will  shortly  appear,  as  well  as  an 
Oryctographia  Sueviae,  the  work  of  an  ingenious  practitioner,  which  will 
be  of  interest  to  the  mining  fraternity.  \Latin.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  189 


MICHAELIS,  Johann  David,  F.R.S.  (1717-1791).  Palaeontologist 

1.  Cassel  1785  Jan.  3  Refers  to  his  happy  visit  to  England;  he  has  investigated  the 

nature  of  Fossils  and  has  nearly  finished  a  paper  which  he  hopes  B.  will 
accept  for  R.S.;  meanwhile  he  requires  B.’s  assistance  with  some  English 
Fossils;  he  will  send  some  Zoolites  from  caves  in  Germany  if  B.  wants 
them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  138 


MICHAUX,  Andre  (1746-1803).  Botanist  and  Veterinary  Surgeon 


1.  Shiraz 


2.  New  York 


3.  Charleston 


4.  Charleston 


1784  Mar.  15  He  left  Europe  nearly  two  years  ago  to  survey  the  natural 
resources  of  Persia;  acknowledges  the  kindness  of  English  residents  there, 
especially  Mr.  William  Diggin  de  la  Touche,  Resident  at  Basra,  who 
recovered  his  belongings  after  he  had  been  robbed  by  the  Arabs;  sends 
plants  to  B.  and  suggests  the  seeds  should  be  grown  by  [James]  Lee  of 
Hammersmith,  to  whom  he  would  like  to  show  recognition  of  civilities 
when  in  England.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  137 

1786  June  7  Has  received  B.’s  letter  about  the  arrival  of  the  seeds  from 
Persia;  has  since  sent  two  other  consignments;  has  established  a  Botanic 
Garden  Depot  in  New  York  and  is  going  to  the  Western  States  to  collect 
plants,  [j French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  340 

1789  May  20  Has  been  in  America  studying  Natural  History  and  lives 

at  Charleston  where  he  has  a  garden  in  which  to  rear  plants  until  they  can 
be  sent  to  Europe;  describes  rare  plants  found  by  him  in  the  Bahamas 
which  B.  wants,  but  cannot  supply  all  his  desiderata;  has  brought  back 
many  trees  and  bushes  from  the  mountains  of  W.  Carolina  and  the 
Bahamas.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  334 

1790  Sept.  20  Discusses  botanical  matters  and  sends  list  of  specimens 
dispatched  to  B. ;  offers  to  grow  seeds  which  will  not  germinate  in  Europe 
and  send  the  growing  plants  to  B.  and  his  friends.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  72-73 


MICHAUX,  Franyois  Andre  (1770-1855).  Botanist 

1.  [Soho  1790  Apl.  6  *  He  has  received  a  specimen  of  Elutheria  bark  from 

Square]  Bahamas  and  finds  it  identical  with  Cascarilla;  asks  about  the  species 

which  is  used  for  making  pencils,  and  desires  specimens  of  it. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  7 

MICHELL,  John,  F.R.S.  (1724-1793).  Astronomer 

1.  Thornhill  1786  Dec.  14  He  will  endeavour  to  procure  seeds  of  the  One-leaved  Ash 

of  which  a  unique  tree  grows  in  Derbyshire,  but  it  bears  every  two  years, 
and  this  year  has  no  fruit.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  256 

MIDDLETON,  Nathaniel  (fl.  1773-1798).  H.E.I.  Co.  Resident,  Lucknow 

1.  John  Street,  [1792]  Apl.  17  Sends  a  parcel  of  drawings  of  oriental  plants  which  he 
Bedford  Row  obtained  in  Bengal  and  offers  them  for  B.’s  acceptance.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  95 
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Middleton,  Nathaniel,  continued 

2.  Townhill,  1792  Apl.  26  Returns  thanks  for  B.’s  letter  and  is  pleased  to  learn  that 

Southampton  the  drawings  he  sent  when  in  London  are  acceptable.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  67 

migneron,  — 

1.  Paris  1783  Dec.  30  The  Venetian  Envoy  in  Gt.  Britain  has  urged  him  to  make 

contact  with  B.  concerning  his  discovery  of  a  new  process  of  treating  wood ; 
explains  his  process  which  enables  wood  to  be  used  for  all  purposes  of 
building,  including  high  domes  and  single-span  bridges;  the  process  has 
been  tested  by  various  official  engineers,  etc.  in  France  (names  and  titles 
stated) ;  he  was  presented  to  the  King  by  the  Director-General  of  Build¬ 
ings,  and  H.M.  was  much  pleased  with  his  discoveries.  [ French .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  21 1-2 13 

MI  LI  US,  Pierre  Bernard  (1773-1829).  Naval  Officer 

1.  Plymouth  1804  Sept.  3  Sends  a  precious  small  consignment  of  Birds  to  “the 

worthy  companion  of  Capt.  Cook”;  sends  also  a  letter  of  introduction 
from  Col.  Paterson  who  could  not  foresee  that  war  would  divide  their  two 
nations  when  he  wrote  it ;  trusts  B.  will  help  him  as  far  as  he  can,  especially 
to  get  leave  to  go  to  Bath  on  parole,  which  is  essential  to  his  recovery  after 
a  long  voyage  of  discovery;  the  commander  of  Phoenix ,  who  took  him 
prisoner,  agreed  to  the  Birds  being  sent  to  B. ;  list  of  the  Birds.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  401-403 

2.  Tiverton  1805  Sept.  22  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  enclosing  one  from  the  Transport 

Office;  although  there  seem  to  be  many  difficulties  about  his  going  to  Bath, 
he  has  no  doubt  he  will  be  successful  through  B.’s  kindness;  he  much 
regrets  that  B.  does  not  wish  to  have  his  collection  of  Birds;  his  gratitude 
to  B.  will  be  boundless  if  he  is  enabled  to  leave  his  confinement,  in  which 
his  health  will  never  recover.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  399-400 

3.  Soho  Square  1806  May  24  *  Feels  much  gratification  for  having  helped  to  procure  his 

release;  Capt.  Flinders  having  put  in  to  Reunion  [«c:  recte  Isle  de  France] 
on  his  return  voyage,  was  made  a  prisoner;  urges  M.  to  exert  himself  with 
the  Institut  to  obtain  his  release;  also  begs  him  to  obtain  passport  for 
William  Gee,  the  son  of  a  Lincolnshire  neighbour,  who  was  detained  in 
France  while  a  boy,  and  is  now  only  18  years  of  age.  [N.R.R.S.  9.  289.] 

D.T.C.  16.  269-271 


MILLER,  John.  Press  Agent 

1.  Soho  Square  [1794]  Mar.  20*  Sends  copies  of  the  Resolutions  [of  the  Lincolnshire 

Defence  Committee]  to  be  inserted  in  the  newspapers  marked  on  each; 
it  is  uncertain  if  they  can  be  inserted  in  to-morrow’s  issue,  but  asks  him 
to  ensure  that  they  will  appear  in  Monday’s.  Lindsey.  11.  1.  iob 

2.  Carey  Street  1794  Mar.  20  Has  sent  the  advertisements,  etc.,  to  the  True  Briton, 

Oracle ,  The  Times,  and  Morning  Herald,  and  to  the  Cambridge  Times  and 
Lincoln  Sun.  Lindsey.  11.  1.  17A 

3.  Carey  Street  1794  Mar.  21  Will  forward  the  Resolutions  immediately  to  the  printers 

of  the  respective  newspapers  and  thinks  they  will  appear  to-morrow 
evening.  Lindsey.  11.  1.  iib 

4.  Soho  Square  1794  Mar.  25  *  Instructs  him  to  insert  the  enclosed  Resolutions  in  the 

Lincoln  and  Cambridge  newspapers.  Lindsey.  1.  11.  14B 
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MILLER,  John 

1.  Naples  1783  Apl.  12  Forwards  a  translation  (in  French)  of  a  letter  from  a 

distant  relative,  the  Chevalier  Miller,  who  has  invented  a  contrivance 
called  the  “Coclea  Vittoriana”,  deemed  to  be  of  considerable  importance. 

R.S.  Letters  1737-83.  33 

2.  Soho  Square  1783  May  10  *  Asks  for  further  information;  if  the  performance  of  the 

machine  answers  the  description  given  of  it,  a  communication  will  be 
agreeable  to  R.S.  R.S.  Letters  1737-83.  35 

MILLER,  John  Frederick  (fl.  1759-1794).  Botanical  Artist 

1.  Cowley  1776  May  18  Returns  the  volume  of  Ridinger’s  Curious  Animals 

Street  borrowed  while  he  was  employed  in  drawing  plants  for  B. ;  tries  to  justify 

his  conduct  against  the  accusations  made  by  B.  for  which  he  threatened 
prosecution.  [Edzv.  Smith ,  182-183.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  57 

2.  Dorset  1776  Nov.  —  Sends  drawings  of  Heliconia  as  requested  by  Fothergill. 

Court  [Op.  cit.  183.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  60 

3.  Soho  Square  1776  Nov.  26  *  As  he  has  published  without  consent  drawings  made 

at  B.’s  expense,  will  have  no  further  dealings  with  him.  [Op.  cit.  183-184.] 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  61 


MILLER,  Patrick  (1731-1815).  Projector  of  Steam  Navigation 

1.  Edinburgh  1787  Apl.  17  Sends  an  account,  with  drawings,  of  his  invention  for  the 

improvement  of  naval  architecture;  requests  that  these  papers  may  be 
deposited  in  the  library  of  R.S.,  but  that  no  copy  be  permitted  to  be  taken. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  268 

2.  [Soho  Square  1787  May  1]  *  Informs  him  that  as  all  books  in  the  library  of  R.S.  are 

available  to  all  the  Fellows,  who  are  also  at  liberty  to  make  copies  if  they 
wish,  he  has  locked  up  the  papers  until  instructions  are  received  that 
they  are  presented  to  the  Society  unconditionally. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  268.  (2) 

3.  Dalswinton  1787  Dec.  5  Sends  an  account  of  his  invention  of  water-wheels  for 

navigation  and  of  experiments  made  therewith;  asks  that  it  may  be  de¬ 
posited  with  his  other  treatise  in  the  library  of  R.S. ;  having  spent  large 
sums  on  his  experiments,  he  desires  to  set  on  foot  a  subscription  to  finance 
the  scheme.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  289 

4.  Soho  Square  1787  Dec.  10  *  He  will  deposit  his  book  at  R.S.  as  desired,  but  not  being 

convinced  of  the  practicability  of  applying  the  invention  to  large  ships,  he 
cannot  take  any  part  in  promoting  the  subscription. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  289.  (2) 


MILLER,  Rose 

1.  Wigmore 
Street 


1790  Oct.  23  By  the  desire  of  her  kinsman  Stephen  Miller,  she  informs 
B.  that  the  Maria  has  arrived  in  port  with  plants  for  the  King’s  Garden  at 
Kew.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  22 


MILLER,  Rev.  Samuel  (1769-1850).  Secretary,  New  York  Historical  Society 

1.  New  York  1813  Oct.  26  Sends  diploma  of  B.’s  election  to  the  New  York  Historical 
Society.  Brabourne,  13-14 
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MILLIN  DE  GRAND  MAI  SON,  Aubin  Louis  (1759-1818).  Archaeologist 

1.  [Paris]  1797  Dec.  n  Although  not  personally  known  to  B.,  he  has  given  books 

to  L’Heritier  for  B.’s  library;  his  admiration  for  B.,  which  he  has  noted 
in  a  translation  of  Pulteney’s  writings  on  Linnaeus  and  in  the  Mag. 
Encyclopedique,  of  which  journal  he  is  editor;  is  sending  some  books  on 
Natural  History.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  89 


MILLS,  Abraham,  F.R.S.  (1750-1818).  Mineralogist 

1.  Gloucester  1795  Dec.  31  When  travelling  in  Wales  he  had  news  of  the  illness  of  his 

wife  and  in  his  hurry  was  unable  to  forward  the  Minerals  from  Ireland ;  he 
learned  in  Dublin  that  the  Government  are  taking  steps  to  ascertain  the 
rights  of  the  Crown  to  Minerals ;  he  will  keep  B.  informed  of  developments. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  131 

2.  Macclesfield  1799  Dec.  4  Copper  Mines  in  Ireland  are  in  production;  he  visited  the 

Copper  Mines  at  Llanberris;  since  leaving  there,  he  has  learned  that 
another  vein  of  Copper  has  been  found ;  refers  to  the  question  of  Copper- 
ore  in  Crown  Lands.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  231 


3.  —  1802  Feb.  27  Observations  on  the  Geology  and  Minerals  of  Dal-yr- 

Goch,  N.  Wales.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  259 

4.  Dublin  1802  May  22  On  arrival,  he  found  that  the  Dublin  Society  had  obtained 

from  Government  the  first  report  on  the  Gold  Mine  and  published  it  in 
the  Transactions  for  1801 ;  as  they  will  probably  receive  the  second  report, 
he  will  postpone  writing  his  own  account.  [See  Lloyd,  John,  No.  51.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  264 


MILNE,  Rev.  Colin  (1743-1815).  Botanist 

1.  Deptford  1792  May  22  Presents  B.  with  the  first  part  of  a  periodical  work  [In¬ 
digenous  Botany ] ;  he  was  initiated  into  Botany  by  Topham  Beauclerk,  who, 
had  he  been  living,  would  have  introduced  him  to  B.,  but  now  he  has  to 
introduce  himself;  his  partner  in  this  undertaking  is  [Alexander],  the 
“son  of  the  late  ingenious  James  Gordon  of  Mile  End”;  he  will  send 
succeeding  parts  as  they  are  issued.  D.T.C.  8.  25-26 


MILNES,  William 

1.  Ashover  1795  Nov.  20  Description  of  the  effects  of  the  Earthquake-shock  of  18th 

Nov.  1795.  [For  other  letters  on  the  same  subject,  see  note  to  Bennett, 
A.,  No.  1.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  22 

2.  Ashover  1795  Dec.  4  Underground  effects  of  the  Earthquake-shock,  based  on  the 

interrogation  of  miners.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  22  vo. 


MILTON,  John  (d.  1805).  Coin  and  Medal  Engraver 

1.  Soho  Square  1799  Feb.  n  *  Informs  him  that  coining  in  gold  and  silver  is  the  special 

prerogative  of  the  Crown,  but  copper  tokens  may  be  issued;  would  be 
pleased  to  see  him  and  discuss  the  proposal  that  has  been  made  to  him. 
[See  Fullarton,  W.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  213 

D.T.C.  11.  194 

2.  [Soho  1799  Mar.  10  *  Petition  drawn  up  by  B.  to  the  Privy  Council  praying 

Square]  that  John  Milton  of  Rolls  Buildings,  Fetter  Lane,  Engraver  in  Steel,  may 

be  allowed,  notwithstanding  the  Act  of  14  Elizabeth,  c.3  “against  forging 
of  Money  not  Coin  of  the  Realm”,  to  strike  coins  intended  for  circulation 
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Milton,  John,  continued 

in  the  Domains  of  his  Danish  Majesty;  Mr.  Milton  has  been  approached 
by  O.  Warberg,  who  represents  himself  as  acting  for  Count  Schimmel- 
mann,  Danish  Minister  of  Finance  and  Commerce. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  1 6 
D.T.C.  ii.  199-201 

3.  [Soho  1799  Mar.  27(F)  *  Copy  by  B  of  the  licence  granted  to  Milton  by  the 

Squarel  Privy  Council  to  execute  the  dies  and  puncheons  for  the  Danish  coinage. 

D.T.C.  11.  206 


MIRBEL,  Charles  Franyois  Brisseau  (1776-1854).  Botanist 

1.  Malmaison  1804  June  5  [Dated  16  Prairial,  an  12.]  Her  Imperial  Majesty  sends  B. 

the  continuation  of  the  work  on  the  Liliaceae,  and  he  sends  with  it  his  own 
book  on  plant  anatomy  and  physiology  and  would  be  grateful  for  B.’s 
opinion  of  it ;  as  the  plates  are  being  engraved  at  the  Museum,  he  is  unable 
to  send  them;  he  had  previously  sent  a  copy,  but  it  was  lost  in  transit; 
Prince  Pignatelli  will  bring  this  parcel  to  B.  [French] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  356-357 

2.  [Soho  Square  1804  June — ]  *  Begs  Mirbel  will  make  his  gratitude  acceptable  to  his 

amiable  sovereign  for  her  gracious  gift;  he  hopes  the  collection  of  seeds 
he  sent  her  the  previous  year  arrived  safely;  he  now  sends  some  seeds  from 
New  Holland,  less  choice  than  the  others,  but  the  best  he  has;  thanks  M. 
also  for  the  gift  of  his  book  which  he  had  in  part  already  purchased  for  his 
library  where  it  is  a  welcome  guest.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  356  vo. 

MITCHELL,  Rev.  Gavin 

1.  London  1789  July  1  Amongst  the  effects  of  a  deceased  friend  he  found  a  withered 

flower  which,  when  immersed  in  water,  revived;  he  was  told  it  is  the  Rose 
of  Jericho  and  believes  it  is  held  in  high  estimation;  asks  B.’s  advice. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  354 

2.  [Soho  Square  1789  July  2]*  Informs  him  that  the  Rose  of  Jericho  formerly  had  a 

superstitious  value,  but  it  is  not  now  held  in  estimation;  he  has  seen  it 
in  auction  sales  amongst  miscellaneous  rubbish.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  354  vo. 


MITCHILL, 
1.  New  York 


2.  New  York 


Samuel  Latham  (1764-1831).  Physician  and  Naturalist 

1792  Sept.  4  Discusses  many  varied  topics— increase  in  the  population 
of  U.S.A.,  arrival  of  many  Irish  immigrants,  the  Indian  war,  excessive 
settlement  in  new  countries,  a  machine  used  in  New  Jersey  for  drawing 
bar-iron  into  rods  for  ship-bolts,  a  water-wheel  invented  by  Macomb, 
Polger’s  method  of  purifying  whale-oil  for  candles;  asks  for  a  recipe  for 
dyeing  leather  red;  the  ravages  of  the  Hessian  fly;  the  liberal  state  en¬ 
dowment  of  the  College  of  New  York.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  164-165 

1792  Nov.  1  Sends  a  publication  containing  Livingston’s  experiments 
with  calcareous  earth  as  a  manure  and  Haven’s  history  of  the  Wheat 
Insect;  account  of  growing  maize  under  the  shade  of  trees  by  R.  B. 
Livingston,  Chancellor  of  N.Y.  State ;  the  Locust-tree  is  very  favourable 
to  the  growth  of  grass  and  promotes  fertility. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  166-167 


Mitch  ill,  Samuel  Latham,  continued 

3.  New  York  1795  Sept.  5  Sends  a  small  collection  of  plants;  mentions  a  severe 

epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in  N.Y.,  which  has  caused  a  ban  on  communi¬ 
cation  with  Philadelphia,  New  Haven  and  Baltimore  which  had  suffered 
from  the  disease  before ;  asserts  that  there  is  no  contagious  fever,  but  only 
the  common  remittent  fever  usual  in  the  season;  mentions  this  because 
the  rumour  might  lead  to  American  ships  being  placed  in  quarantine  in 
English  ports.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  462-463 

MOIRA,  Earl  of — See  Hastings,  Francis  Rawdon 

MOLDENHAWER,  Johann  Jacob  Paul  (1766-1827).  Botanist 

1.  Kiel  1814  Apl.  10  He  has  described  the  plants  collected  by  Forster  in  Aus¬ 

tralia,  but  lacks  certain  species  of  which  he  encloses  a  list;  asks  B.  for 
specimens  of  them.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  168-171 


MOLESWORTH,  Richard,  F.R.S.  (1737-1799).  Botanist 

1.  Whitehall  1788  Sept.  11  The  Mango-tree  in  his  care  is  healthy,  but  before  the 

onset  of  cold  weather  it  must  be  put  into  a  pot ;  it  has  been  inoculated,  but 
the  graft  has  not  firmly  taken  hold  of  the  stock ;  is  uncertain  whether  the 
Mango  from  Jamaica  is  the  same  species  as  the  Oriental. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  320 

2.  Whitehall  1788  Sept.  —  The  Mango  has  been  sent  to  Deptford  to  be  shipped  for 

St.  Vincent;  Yonge  said  that  the  French  had  forestalled  B.  in  introducing 
the  Bread-fruit  to  the  W.  Indies,  but  the  credit  belongs  to  B. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  324 


3.  Whitehall 


4.  Whitehall 

5.  Whitehall 

6.  Whitehall 


7.  Dorset 
Court 

8.  Whitehall 


9.  Whitehall 


1789  Mar.  25  Has  sent  Anderson’s  letter  announcing  that  the  Mango- 
tree  is  dead;  Governor  Wentworth  has  promised  plants  of  the  blue 
Ledum  from  Nova  Scotia;  hopes  to  receive  plants  from  some  officers  going 
to  Detroit.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  338 

[1789]  May  22  Has  received  dried  plants  from  Tranquebar  and  invites 
B.  to  inspect  them;  has  ordered  from  Paris  the  true  Benjamin-tree. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  347 

1789  June  12  The  seeds  from  Botany  Bay  given  by  B.  have  sprouted 
and  are  thriving;  a  corps  is  to  be  sent  to  N.S.W.  commanded  by  Major 
Francis;  hopes  they  may  make  collections  for  B.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  350 

1789  Oct.  20  Has  heard  from  Dr.  Nooth  that  he  has  for  B.  a  quantity  of 
folle  avoine  [Zizania] ;  the  Gorgon  will  sail  soon  for  Port  Jackson  with 
Major  Grose’s  corps;  many  will  be  willing  to  collect  for  B.,  especially 
Ensign  Duberley,  whose  intention  is  to  explore  the  country. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  363 

[1790]  July  8  Presents  drawings  of  Tanjour  grain;  will  send  dried 
specimens  when  they  arrive;  his  Cypripedium  is  in  flower,  and  has  been 
drawn  by  Sowerby.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  15 

1790  July  19  The  Tanjour  grain  has  been  detained  at  the  Customs 

House,  but  he  has  asked  that  it  be  forwarded  to  B. ;  invitation  to  Peckham; 
plants  observed  at  Kew.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  16 

1791  June  15  Has  heard  from  Dr.  James  Anderson  of  Fort  St.  George 

that  the  plants  sent  to  St.  Helena  for  the  culture  of  Cochineal  have  arrived 
in  good  condition.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  47 


MONBODDO,  Lord — See  Burnett,  James. 


MONCK,  Lawrence  (d.  1799).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Caenby-  1789  Oct.  24  Explains  that  “the  piece  of  Antiquity”  that  he  sent  to  B. 
cum-  was  found  in  a  stone  pit  on  Lincoln  Heath  about  1^  miles  from  the  Roman 

Glentham  road ;  from  ancient  documents  and  from  observation,  he  believes  that  part 

of  the  county  was  much  troubled  by  the  Danes.  Gunther  MS.  14.  6 


MONGARDI,  Giacomo 

1.  San  Michele,  1819  June  15  Describes  machines  for  achieving  Perpetual  Motion. 
Mondovi  [Italian.]  Brabourne,  160-161 

M  O  N  G I N,  P.  Wine  Merchant 

1.  Dijon  1803  Sept.  28  Regrets  that  he  has  had  no  news  of  B.  since  November  last 

and  hopes  he  was  not  displeased  with  the  last  consignment  of  wine  he  sent ; 
the  vintages  of  1802  are  excellent,  and  he  sends  a  list  of  prices;  asks  B.  to 
reply  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  sent  to  the  address  indicated.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  283 


MONNERON,  — 

1.  Paris  1790  Mar.  3  [To  James  Bourdieu  (<?.£’.).]  Begs  for  information  on  the 

contradictory  reports  about  La  Perouse’s  ships;  a  letter  from  B.  to 
Broussonet  quoted  in  the  Gazette  de  France  of  2nd  Mar.  1790,  appears  to 
him  to  be  entirely  mistaken ;  the  writer  is  the  brother  of  Paul  Monneron, 
a  member  of  the  expedition.  [French.  Enclosed  in  Bourdieu,  J.,  No.  2.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  270-271 


MON  SON,  John, 
1.  Albemarle 
Street 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 

3.  Soho  Square 


3rd  Baron  Monson  (1753-1806).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 
1791  June  3  Would  like  to  hunt  over  B.’s  country  about  Leeds  Gates, 
but  as  he  hears  it  is  the  wish  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Spilsby  that  Mr. 
Lee  [Leigh]  should  hunt  the  Leeds  Gates  as  well  as  the  Spilsby  country, 
will  think  no  more  about  it,  unless,  as  seems  likely,  L.  does  not  fulfil  his 
engagements.  Hill  Coll.  2.  38 

1791  June  5  *  If  he  can  recover  the  jurisdiction  over  fox-hunting  on  his 
property,  he  would  be  delighted  to  transfer  it  to  M.  rather  than  to  a 
stranger;  comments  on  Leigh’s  conduct.  Hill  Coll.  2.  38  (2) 

1801  Apl.  15  *  Agrees  that  the  cost  of  draining  the  Fens  is  high,  but 
they  could  not  be  made  safe  winter  pasture  free  from  inundation  at  a 
cheaper  rate;  their  rental  value  will  be  increased  twenty-fold;  thinks  his 
Lordship  has  been  misinformed  as  to  the  proportion  claimed  by  the 
Crown;  discusses  Lord  Stamford’s  claim  for  manorial  rights;  the  pro¬ 
portions  fixed  upon  have  been  agreed  after  examining  many  precedents; 
to  have  opposed  them  would  have  risked  losing  the  improvement  of  the 
land.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.25 


MONTAGU,  John,  4th  Earl  of  Sandwich,  F.R.S.  (1718-1792).  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
1.  [London]  1772  May  30  *  States  at  length  the  reasons  why  he  and  his  party  with¬ 
drew  from  Cook’s  Second  Voyage  in  Resolution ;  finding  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  inadequate  he  suggested  various  alterations,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  Surveyor  to  the  Navy  sent  a  plan  of  the  ship  and  he  stated  the 
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Montagu,  John, 


2.  [London] 

3.  Hinching- 
brooke 

4.  St.  James’s 

5.  Blackheath 

6.  Admiralty 


7.  Hertford 
Street 


8.  Hertford 
Street 


continued 

amount  of  room  he  considered  necessary  for  him  and  his  party  to  carry  out 
their  intentions  satisfactorily;  when  the  alterations  were  made,  it  was 
found  that  the  sailing  properties  of  the  ship  were  impaired,  and  the 
structural  alterations  were  removed;  B.  thus  found  the  accommodation 
inadequate  and  decided  to  withdraw,  and  his  scientific  equipment  on  which 
he  had  expended  £5000,  was  put  ashore;  he  will  not  be  deterred  either  by 
personal  hazard  or  expense.  [This  long  and  important  letter  has  been 
published  in  full  in  Geographical  Journ.,  116.  51-53,  Fortescue,  2.  1065 
and  in  Cameron,  286-290.]  Windsor:  R.A.,  1322 

1772  June  3  Comments  by  the  Navy  Board  on  B.’s  letter;  the  comments 
are  unfavourable  to  his  views;  the  opinions  expressed  show  that  the 
Board  regards  scientists  as  an  unnecessary  incumbrance  on  such  a  voyage 
and  approves  the  removal  of  the  accommodation  provided  for  them. 
[Published  in  full,  op.  cit.,  54;  2.  1070;  291-292.]  Windsor:  R.A.  1323 
1774  Dec.  29  Omai,  by  whom  he  sends  this  letter,  is  going  to  London, 
and  he  has  become  so  much  attached  to  him,  that  he  is  sorry  to  part  with 
him;  as  Omai  is  to  spend  the  winter  in  lodgings  in  London,  he  is  anxious 
for  his  welfare  and  that  he  should  not  fall  into  bad  company;  desires  to 
consult  B.  on  the  best  course  to  pursue  to  protect  him.  D.T.C.  1.  81 
1778  Dec,  3  Being  of  opinion  that  B.  should  be  presented  to  the  King 
as  President  of  R.S.,  H.M.  has  approved,  and  B.  is  requested  to  meet  him 
to-morrow.  D.T.C.  1.  236 

1780  Jan.  10  Informs  B.  that  Capt.  Cook  has  been  murdered  by  the 
natives  of  an  island  where  he  had  a  friendly  reception;  the  news  comes 
from  Capt.  Clerke  at  Kamchatka  where  he  has  received  very  friendly 
treatment  by  the  Russians ;  the  voyage  has  been  successful  and  only  three 
men  have  died;  Omai  arrived  safely  at  his  native  place;  horses,  cattle  and 
sheep  were  landed  at  Otaheite;  Capt.  Gower  [Gore]  takes  command  of 
Discovery  and  Clerke  of  Resolution ,  and  he  means  to  make  another  attempt 
for  the  northern  passage.  D.T.C.  1.  280 

1780  Oct.  10  Informs  B.  that  in  accordance  with  his  wish,  the  gardener 
has  been  discharged  from  Resolution ;  Capt.  [James]  King  and  [James] 
Webber  have  been  presented  to  the  King  at  Windsor  and  the  charts  and 
drawings  were  examined  by  H.M.  with  satisfaction;  desires  to  consult  B. 
as  to  the  publication  of  the  journals  and  drawings  of  Cook’s  Third  Voyage, 
and  the  preservation  of  such  of  the  200  drawings  as  are  not  selected  for 
publication.  ,  D.T.C.  1.  300 

1782  Sept.  9  Reports  the  progress  made  towards  publishing  Cook’s 
Third  Voyage;  has  had  a  meeting  with  Drs.  Douglas  and  Shepherd  and 
Capt.  King  {qq.v.)  and  it  has  been  arranged  that  King  and  Roberts  will 
complete  the  chart,  that  King  will  complete  the  text  and  deposit  it  with 
Douglas,  who  promises  to  have  it  ready  when  B.  returns  to  London;  King 

has  seen  Webber  about  special  paper  for  the  plates  which  should  be  ob¬ 

tained  from  Paris,  and  Webber  will  supervise  the  printing  of  the  plates; 
the  greatest  delays  are  caused  by  the  engravers  Woollett,  Heath  and  Hall, 
who  “want  spurring”.  Webster  Coll.  <ii> 

D.T.C.  2.  181-183 

1782  Sept.  13  Has  had  a  letter  from  Capt.  King  in  consequence  of 
which  he  has  seen  Webber;  it  is  clear  that  unless  a  supply  of  the  proper 
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paper  is  quickly  obtained,  the  book  will  be  much  delayed;  Webber  is 
willing  to  go  to  Paris  to  obtain  it  unless  B.  knows  of  a  better  method  of 
doing  so;  the  sum  of  £1000  must  be  advanced  for  the  paper,  but  he  is 
uncertain  whether  this  should  be  charged  against  the  recipients  of  the 
profits  of  the  work.  D.T.C.  2.  184-185 

1782  Sept.  14  *  Congratulates  Lord  S.  on  the  progress  he  has  made 
with  the  arrangements ;  discusses  the  best  way  to  ensure  that  the  plates  be 
well  produced  and  agrees  that  special  paper  for  them  should  be  obtained 
from  Paris.  Hinchingbrooke.  <i> 

1782  Sept.  16  He  cannot  see  that  any  steps  can  be  taken  to  procure  the 
paper  until  it  is  settled  who  is  to  pay  for  it;  suggests  that  B.  should  write 
to  Stephens  [Sec.  Admiralty],  or  he  would  meet  him,  but  does  not  wish  to 
put  himself  forward  [Lord  L.  was  not  then  at  the  Admiralty] ;  he  is  now 
deeply  engaged  in  the  Rowleian  controversy;  thanks  B.  on  behalf  of  the 
Mayor  of  Huntingdon  for  his  intended  gift  of  venison  and  hopes  that  he 
will  partake  of  it.  D.T.C.  2.  186-187 

1782  Sept.  16  *  He  has  written  to  a  correspondent  in  Paris  about  the 
paper;  suggests  that  an  exchange  should  be  made  with  Panckoucke,  the 
Paris  bookseller,  by  giving  him  the  sheets  of  the  Journal  for  translation; 
suggests  that  [George]  Nicol,  the  King’s  bookseller,  should  be  employed 
as  publisher  instead  of  Cadell.  Hinchingbrooke.  <2) 

1782  Sept.  21  Has  sent  B.’s  letter  to  Stephens,  and  will  have  an 
interview  with  him;  has  just  returned  from  fishing  at  Shepperton;  he  has 
no  predilection  for  Cadell  and  is  willing  to  follow  B.’s  recommendation, 
and  he  will  doubtless  ascertain  if  the  Admiralty  have  any  particular  wishes 
on  the  subject.  D.T.C.  2.  188-189 

1782  Sept.  23  Has  had  a  satisfactory  interview  with  Stephens  who  says 
that  Lord  Keppel  [Lord  S.’s  successor  as  First  Lord]  is  willing  to  carry 
on  the  publication  on  the  lines  initiated  by  him  if  approved  by  B. ;  the 
Admiralty  will  advance  the  money  for  the  paper,  to  be  repaid  by  those  who 
have  the  profits  of  the  work;  asks  for  B.’s  views  how  the  profits  should  be 
divided;  his  own  view  is  that  Capt.  Cook’s  family  should  have  at  least 
frds  or  even  fths ;  Capt.  King  is  the  next  claimant,  but  he  is  doubtful  about 
Gore,  Webber  and  Roberts ;  Stephens  is  helpful  in  every  way  and  anxious 
to  arrange  everything  to  promote  the  work;  he  said  he  would  endeavour 
to  place  the  book  in  the  hands  of  Nicol,  but  unfortunately  Cadell  had 
been  employed  to  publish  the  advertisement  of  it.  D.T.C.  2.  190-193 
1782  Sept.  28  *  He  approves  the  steps  so  far  taken  for  the  publication 
of  Cook’s  Voyage ;  asks  if  he  is  to  take  any  action  to  procure  the  paper  from 
Paris;  proposes  a  plan  for  the  division  of  the  profits  between  the  heirs  of 
Capts.  Cook  and  Clerke  and  Capts.  Gore  and  King,  but  does  not  think 
Webber  entitled  to  a  share.  Hinchingbrooke.  <3) 

1782  Oct.  2  *  Has  heard  from  Webber  that  the  inscriptions  to  be 
engraved  on  the  plates  are  required ;  proposes  that  Dr.  Douglas  be  asked 
to  compose  them.  Hinchingbrooke.  <4) 

1782  Oct.  6  Has  communicated  the  contents  of  B.’s  letter  to  Dr.  Douglas 
and  will  forward  his  answer  as  soon  as  received  ;  though  the  Admiralty  will 
advance  the  money  for  the  paper,  they  will  take  no  steps  to  procure  it,  and 
leave  this  to  B. ;  hopes  the  division  of  the  profits  will  be  settled  as  soon  as 
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B.  returns  to  town;  the  Mayor  of  Huntingdon  desires  to  return  thanks  for 
the  venison  sent  by  B.,  whose  health  was  drunk  at  the  feast. 

D.T.C.  2.  196-197 

1782  Oct.  9  *  He  can  suggest  no  better  plan  for  obtaining  the  paper 
from  Paris  than  the  exchange  already  proposed  [see  No.  12] ;  if  Webber  is 
sent  to  Paris,  the  engravings  will  be  neglected.  Hinchingbrooke.  <5) 

1782  Oct.  12  Agrees  with  the  proposal  for  the  paper;  he  has  no  wish  to 
send  Webber  but  leaves  it  to  B.  to  employ  any  agent  he  thinks  proper; 
as  Lord  Keppel  is  likely  to  leave  the  Admiralty  Board  soon,  it  is  desirable 
that  all  arrangements  should  be  concluded  before  there  is  another  change 
there.  D.T.C.  2.  201-202 

1782  Oct.  21  *  He  has  not  written  direct  to  the  Paris  bookseller  [Pan- 
ckoucke]  about  the  paper  and  the  proposed  douceur  to  be  offered,  but  will 
do  so  now  in  guarded  terms.  Hinchingbrooke.  <6> 

1784  Jan.  ?]  *  Regrets  to  hear  that  Dr.  Douglas  has  prepared  nothing  for 
printing  for  the  last  ten  days ;  Bulmer  has  promised  to  finish  the  general 
map  by  the  end  of  March;  Capt.  King  is  going  to  Windsor  and  wishes  to 
take  the  manuscript  of  the  Journal,  now  in  Lord  S.’s  hands. 

Hinchingbrooke.  <7) 

1784  — ]  *  Reports  that  he  is  informed  by  Dalrymple  that  work  on  the 
cfiarts  is  delayed  by  disagreement  between  Capt.  King  and  [Henry] 
Roberts;  suggests  that  Dalrymple  and  King  should  meet  Lord  S.  to  solve 
the  problem.  Hinchingbrooke.  <8  > 

1784  Aug.  9  Has  had  a  letter  from  Capt.  King  expressing  a  wish  that  the 
mode  of  distributing  the  profits  on  Cook’s  Third  Voyage  may  be  settled 
before  he  leaves  England ;  has  forwarded  his  letter  to  Lord  Howe  [First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty]  and  has  also  written  to  Stephens  on  the  matter. 

D.T.C.  4.  46 

1784  Aug.  31  #  Regrets  his  inability  to  attend  the  meeting  at  Hertford 
Street  to  settle  the  interests  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  publication, 
but  has  explained  his  views  to  Lord  Howe,  who  will  be  present. 

Hinchingbrooke.  <9) 

1784  Sept.  9  Has  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Howe  and  Stephens,  and 
concurred  in  the  arrangement  proposed  by  B.  as  to  the  division  of  the 
profits  on  the  sales  of  the  two  editions  of  Cook’s  Last  Voyage;  requests 
that  B.  will  send  a  buck  to  Huntingdon  to  oblige  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Recorder  of  that  borough.  D.T.C.  4.  52 

1789  Jan.  15  *  Reminds  him  that  in  April  1779,  Governor  Devaynes 
procured  a  chest  of  tea  for  him  and  B.  jointly;  he  sent  half  of  it  to  the 
Admiralty  for  his  Lordship,  but  from  that  time  to  the  present,  although 
he  has  frequently  asked  for  it,  he  could  never  get  settlement  of  the  account ; 
he  has  received  another  account  and  has  paid  his  half  of  it ;  £23  55.  9 d.  and 
requests  an  immediate  remittance  of  the  other  half. 

B.M.  Egerton  MS.  2137.  53-54 


MONTAGU-DOUGLAS-SCOTT,  Charles  William,  4th  Duke  of  Buccleuch  ( 1 772-18 1 9) 
x .  Dalkeith  1 804  J une  6  Gives  notice  that  he  has  paid  his  subscription  to  the  memorial 

to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  to  the  Committee’s  bankers. 

Wellcome ,  67766.  (32) 
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MONTMORENCY,  Matthieu  Jean  Felicite,  Due  de  Laval  (1767-1826) 

1.  [Paris  [1 8 1 1  ?]  — ]  Extract  from  letters  and  reports  on  the  efficacy  of  the  new 

methods  of  preserving  food  from  a  German  admiral,  a  committee 
nominated  at  Brest  and  Bordeaux,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  the 
Societe  d’Encouragement  des  Arts,  etc.  [French.  Enclosed  in  letter  of 
Giraud,  F.  (q.v.)\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  102-103 

MONTROSE,  Duke  of — See  Graham,  James 

MONTYON,  Antoine  Jean  Baptiste  Robert  Auger,  Baron  de  (1733-1820).  Natural  Philosopher 
1.  Brewer  1803  Oct.  6  Describes  a  Meteorite  that  fell  in  Spain  and  has  been 

Street,  analysed;  mentions  a  new  phenomenon  that  has  lately  occurred  in  France 

London  when  a  number  of  unknown  seeds  were  deposited  there  by  the  wind ;  some 

were  eaten  and  resembled  haricot  beans,  some  sprouted  in  the  ground. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  284 

MOON,  Alexander  (d.  1825).  Superintendent  of  Royal  Botanic  Garden,  Colombo 

1.  Colombo  1819  May  8  He  has  finished  his  tour  through  the  Kandyan  territory  and 

sends  the  seeds  he  has  collected ;  he  hopes  to  send  the  plants  by  the  next 
ship  as  some  of  them  are  not  yet  sufficiently  dry ;  he  has  collected  and 
preserved  about  50  skins  of  Mammals  and  Birds  which  he  proposes  to  send 
for  the  British  Museum.  (List  of  373  kinds  of  seeds,  with  the  Sinhalese 
names  of  many  of  them,  ff.  185-191.)  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  183-184 

MORADO,  Dr.  Physician  to  the  Pasha 

1 .  Acre  1815  June  30  [To  Lady  Hester  Stanhope.]  Advises  the  use  of  small  doses 

of  the  preparation  of  Hermodactyls,  4  grs.  in  half  a  cup  of  broth,  increasing 
or  diminishing  the  dose  afterwards  according  to  the  result;  the  season  is 
now  too  advanced  to  obtain  living  plants,  but  he  sends  some  roots;  there 
are  at  present  no  fresh  cases  of  plague.  [Italian.]  D.T.C.  19.  163 

MORDVINOV,  Nicolas  Semonovich  (1754-1845).  Russian  Statesman 

1.  —  [1802]  —  He  has  been  informed  that  for  a  better  representation  of  the 

actions  and  character  of  the  late  illustrious  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  most 
skilful  artists  of  Europe  are  to  be  invited  to  form  a  committee  to  select  the 
artist  to  be  entrusted  with  the  statue ;  he  recommends  a  study  of  the  works 
of  Prof.  Thozlovsky,  a  great  creative  genius.  [See  Smirnove,  J.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  47 


MORE,  Samuel  (1724-1799).  Secretary,  Society  of  Arts 

1.  Soho  Square  1783  July  29  *  Notifies  the  Society  that  Alexandrian  Senna  has  been 
grown  in  Antigua  from  seeds  and  his  correspondent  has  verified  this  by 
experiment;  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  drug,  he  suggests  that  the 
Society  might  wish  to  offer  a  premium  for  its  successful  cultivation  in 
quantity.  R.S. A.  Red  Book,  187 


2.  Adelphi 


3.  Broseley, 
Salop. 


1783  Aug.  2  Returns  thanks  for  the  information  that  Senna  has  been 
grown  in  Antigua,  and  will  lay  it  before  the  Society ;  no  premium  has  yet 
been  offered  for  this  substance,  but  the  Society  might  consider  it  a  worthy 
object.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  208 

1783  Aug.  22  Informs  B.  of  the  appearance  of  a  Meteor  seen  in  many 
parts  of  the  county  [of  Shropshire]  on  the  previous  Monday  evening. 
[18th  Aug.]  R.S.  Letters,  1737-83.  37 
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More,  Samuel,  continued 

1785  Nov.  13  *  At  the  desire  of  Joshua  Steele  (q.v.),  President  of  the 
Society  of  Arts  of  Barbados,  he  sends  the  continuation  of  the  Minutes  of 
that  Society ;  also  sends  two  copies  of  the  declaration  of  a  premium  offered 
by  that  Society  for  a  Scale  of  Tastes  and  Smells.  R.S.A.  Red  Book ,  141 
[1786]  Apl.  27  *  Introduces  Mr.  Bromley,  the  inventor  of  a  method  of 
writing  Music  for  the  use  of  the  blind;  he  communicated  his  invention  to 
Mr.  Chese,  organist  of  Manchester,  and  hears  that  the  latter  is  about  to 
receive  a  premium  from  the  Society  for  the  invention  of  a  discovery  of  his 
own ;  Mr.  Bromley,  a  very  modest  man,  wishes  to  be  heard  by  the  Society 
in  support  of  his  claim  and  asks  that  this  act  of  justice  may  be  done  for 
him.  R.S.A.  Red  Book ,  185 

1788  Apl.  17  *  Sends  a  recipe  for  the  preparation  of  a  Mercurial  Oint¬ 
ment  for  the  cure  of  Scab  in  sheep,  with  details  of  the  method  of  applying 
it;  it  has  been  used  in  Lincolnshire  with  great  success  and  does  not 
damage  the  fleeces ;  as  he  is  not  the  inventor  or  originator  of  this  method 
of  treatment,  he  does  not  wish  for  any  reward  from  the  society. 

Nat.  Lib.  Scotland.  MS.  3593.  10-12 

7.  [Soho  Square  1789  May — ]  *  Sends  a  book  he  has  received  by  the  Baron  [Dumont] 

de  Courset  (q.v.)  which  expresses  views  similar  to  those  of  the  Society; 
if  the  Society  decides  to  accept  it,  he  requests  an  official  letter  of  thanks 
that  he  may  forward  it  to  the  author.  R.S.A.  Red  Book,  41 

8.  Soho  Square  1789  Aug.  5  *  He  is  desired  by  the  Society  of  Arts  of  Barbados  to  express 

their  thanks  for  the  gift  of  the  5th  and  6th  volumes  of  the  Transactions  of 
the  [London]  Society.  R.S.A.  Red  Book,  189 

9.  Soho  Square  1791  Apl.  9  *  Conveys  the  thanks  of  Dr.  [Thomas]  Dancer  (q.v.), 
Superintendent  of  the  Jamaica  Botanic  Garden,  for  the  award  of  the 
Society’s  medal  which  will  be  a  stimulus  to  further  efforts. 

R.S.A.  Red  Book,  39 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  Soho  Square 


6.  Soho  Square 


MOREAU,  Cesar,  F.R.S.  (d.  c.  i860).  French  Consul  in  London 

1.  Charlotte  —  May  16  Announces  that  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Academy  of 
Street  Sciences,  Arts  and  Belles  Lettres  of  Dijon,  held  on  6th  May,  B.  was 

unanimously  elected  an  Honorary  Member,  and  sends  the  diploma. 
[French.)  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  313 


MOREAU  DE  JONNfiS,  Alexandre  (1778-1870).  Military  Officer  and  Naturalist 

1.  Wincanton,  1811  Nov.  12  With  much  flattering  adulation,  offers  B.  a  number  of 

Somerset  monographs  on  the  Natural  History  of  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies, 

written  during  eight  years  of  service  there;  encloses  a  list  of  them,  and  a 
dedication  to  B.  of  his  Memoire  Ophiologique ;  hopes  the  powerful  interven¬ 
tion  of  B.  will  procure  his  release  and  return  to  France,  where  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  B.’s  help  in  the  liberation  of  Dolomieu  is  still  vivid.  [ French .  See 
also  Shaw,  George.]  Gunther  MS.  14.  13-14 


MORGANN,  — 

1.  St.  Martin’s  1789  Mar.  3  Thanks  B.  for  returning  his  essay  on  Naval  Signals; 
Lane  explains  that  it  has  been  seen  by  Admirals  Kempenfelt  and  Lord  Howe ; 

he  was  not  aware  that  a  numerical  system  of  signals  was  already  in  use  in 
the  French  Navy.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  231-232 
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MORNING  TON,  Earl  of — See  Pole,  William  Wellesley. 


MORRIS,  John.  Landowner 

i  .  Clasemont  1800  Feb.  27  As  the  present  shortage  of  grain  is  not  merely  temporary, 
suggests  that  production  could  be  increased  by  inclosing  more  waste  land 
and  altering  the  system  of  compensation  for  tithes;  tithes  are  high  on 
arable  land  and  low  on  pasture,  which  deters  farmers  from  ploughing; 
gives  instances;  the  immediate  shortage  could  be  reduced  by  voluntary 
rationing  and  by  paying  servants  cash  in  lieu  of  bread,  when  they  would 
consume  less.  B.M.  Add  MS.  33980.  221-223 


MORRIS,  Valentine.  Governor  of  St.  Vincent 

1.  Berkeley  1772  Apl.  17  Desires  information  as  to  the  possibility  of  introducing  the 
Street  Bread-fruit  tree  or  its  seed;  he  considers  its  introduction  into  the  West 

Indies,  where  he  has  considerable  property,  would  be  a  great  blessing 
and  benefit ;  he  is  about  to  depart  for  the  West  Indies. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  18 


MORRISON,  Sir  James  William  ( c .  1775-1850).  Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint 

1.  Soho  Square  1818  Oct.  29  *  At  the  wish  of  his  sister,  the  late  Sarah  Sophia  Banks,  he 

sends  her  collection  of  books  relating  to  Coins  and  Medals  as  a  legacy  to 
the  Mint;  her  collection  of  Coins  will  follow  as  soon  as  a  selection  from  it 
has  been  made  by  the  British  Museum.  Royal  Mint:  Record  Book,  20. 155 

2.  Soho  Square  1818  Oct.  29  *  [B.  having  discovered  that  Miss  Banks’s  collections  had 

been  bequeathed,  not  to  him,  but  to  Lady  Banks,  he  desires  this  letter  to 
be  substituted  for  the  foregoing.]  On  behalf  of  Lady  Banks  he  offers  his 
sister’s  collection  as  a  gift  from  her.  Royal  Mint:  Record  Book,  20.  155 

3.  Mint  Office  1818  Oct.  30  Returns  thanks  for  the  large  collection  of  the  books  of  Miss 

Banks;  he  has  reported  the  gift  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint.  [See  Pole,  Wm. 
Wellesley.]  Royal  Mint:  Record  Book.  20.  156 


MORSE,  T. 

1.  Chancery  1789  Feb.  18  States  that  he  knows  the  changes  of  the  moon,  but  that  is 
Lane  trifling  to  what  else  he  knows;  he  “has  got  latitude  and  longitude  and  has 

been  used  infamously  ill  for  it”.  [Apparently  the  letter  of  a  lunatic.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  64 

MORTON,  Earl  of,  Countess  of — See  Douglas,  James,  Susan  Elizabeth 

MORTON,  Thomas  (d.  1792).  Secretary  to  Court  of  Directors,  H.E.I.  Co.  See  East  India 
Co.,  Nos.  1-3,  5,  6,  11,  12,  17,  19,  20,  27-30. 


MOSEBERG,  J.  H.  Architect  and  Surveyor 

1.  Union  1801  —  As  Surveyor  to  the  Colony  of  Surinam,  he  has  made  a  map  of 

Court,  it,  and  now  presents  an  engraved  copy  of  it  to  B.,  together  with  an 

Broad  Street  explanation  of  it ;  there  is  need  for  a  complete  survey  of  the  whole  country 
to  prove  its  value  as  a  colony.  [There  is  a  copy  of  this  map  in  the  Map 
Room,  British  Museum.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  313 

MOSS,  Robert  (1762-1801).  Under-Secretary  of  State 

1.  Spring  1798  Sept.  21  *  After  correspondence  and  a  long  conference,  Mungo 

Grove  Park  has  sent  word  that  he  is  determined  not  to  go  to  New  Holland;  his 

ostensible  reason  is  that  he  expected  12s.  a  day  and  ^100  for  his  outfit,  but 
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State’s  Office 


Moss,  Robert,  continued. 

he  clearly  has  some  other  motive;  as  he  is  a  free  man,  he  cannot  be  com¬ 
pelled,  but  his  refusal  is  a  loss  to  exploration.  D.T.C.  n.  81-82 

1798  Sept.  24  Has  forwarded  to  Mr.  [John]  King  [Under  Sec.  of  State] 
B. ’s  letter  as  to  the  refusal  of  Mungo  Park  to  go  to  New  South  Wales;  he 
now  endorses  King’s  docket  whereby  he  agrees  to  increase  his  salary  to 
12 s.  6 d.  a  day;  asks  B.  to  return  it  together  with  Park’s  final  determination, 
as  it  would  be  regrettable  if  the  expedition  should  be  abandoned. 

D.T.C.  11.  83 

1798  Sept.  28  *  Encloses  Park’s  answer  to  his  letter  informing  him  that 
Government  had  agreed  to  allow  him  12s.  6 d.  a  day  and  that  he  (B.)  would 
undertake  that  he  should  have  a  sufficient  allowance  for  all  proper  instru¬ 
ments,  arms,  and  presents  for  the  natives;  Park  totally  disregards  this  offer, 
but  if  a  more  decisive  negative  is  needed,  it  may  be  had  by  writing  to  him; 
he  is  convinced  that  his  refusal  is  due  to  a  new  plan  to  settle  himself  here, 
and  if  so,  he  is  useless;  if  the  undertaking  is  approved,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  fill  his  place.  D.T.C.  11.  100-101 


3- 


Spring 

Grove 


MOURER,  Jean  (1752-1819-f-).  Bookseller 

1.  Lausanne  1787  Feb.  23  He  is  sending  six  copies  of  a  work  that  he  has  just  printed 
for  [Alexandre  Cesar]  Chavannes  [ Essai  sur  V Education  Intellectuelle  avec 
le  projet  d'une  Science  nouvelle,  Lausanne,  1787];  one  copy  is  for  B.,  and 
the  others  for  scholars  whom  B.  considers  appropriate;  the  author  suggests 
that  if  it  is  not  too  difficult,  he  would  like  two  copies  to  go  to  Edinburgh 
and  two  to  Franklin  in  Philadelphia.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  477-478 


MOURON,  L.  D. 


1.  Calais 


2.  Calais 


3.  Calais 


4.  Calais 


1787  Dec.  28  Has  received  B.’s  letter  of  18  Dec.  but  the  sheep  have  not 
yet  arrived;  will  engage  shepherds  to  take  them  across  to  Dover;  rates  of 
tax  on  butcher’s  meat.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  479 

1787  Dec.  29  Will  take  the  greatest  care  of  the  sheep  when  they  arrive 
and  will  immediately  notify  B.  of  the  number;  as  soon  as  he  receives  B.’s 
instructions  he  will  send  them  across  in  a  mail  packet-boat  and  endeavour 
to  engage  a  shepherd  to  go  with  them  and  take  them  to  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  480 

1787  Dec.  30  Announces  that  the  flock  of  43  sheep  has  arrived;  the 

shepherd  wishes  them  to  rest  for  two  or  three  days  before  they  are  shipped ; 
the  shepherd  agrees  to  accompany  the  sheep  and  will  await  B.’s  orders  at 
Dover.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  481 

1788  Jan.  4  Has  shipped  the  flock  of  42  sheep  and  4  lambs  to  London  in 
charge  of  the  shepherd,  as  ordered  by  B.;  has  also  provided  the  necessary 
fodder,  etc.  [See  also  Walcot,  J.,  Nos.  1-3.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  173 


MOUSSIN-PUSCHKIN,  Apollon,  Count,  F.R.S.  (d.  1806).  Russian  Minister  in  England 
1.  London  1799  June  22  He  is  informed  by  Domastinoff,  President  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  St.  Petersburg,  that  he  is  about  to  constitute  B.  a  member 
thereof;  as  he  himself  wishes  to  become  a  Fellow  of  R.S.,  he  desires  the 
good  offices  of  B.  to  effect  this.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  101 
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Moussin-Puschkin,  Apollon,  continued 

2.  Nijni  1800  Mar.  20  Is  delighted  to  have  been  elected  F.R.S.,  and  will  send 

Novgorod  his  composition  fee ;  is  about  to  lead  an  expedition,  with  the  approval  and 

support  of  the  Emperor,  to  the  Caucasus  which  will  probably  take  three  or 
four  years;  will  send  to  B.  and  R.S.  specimens  if  B.  will  arrange  for  their 
dispatch  with  the  English  Ambassador  in  Russia;  has  sent  Hatchett  a 
memoir  on  a  new  method  of  forging  platinum;  will  try  to  obtain  for  R.S. 
samples  of  iron-ores  mineralized  by  acid  of  chromium. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  95-96 

3.  Nijni  1800  Apl.  24  Sends  for  R.S.  some  of  the  iron-ore  mentioned  in  last  letter, 

Novgorod  lately  discovered  in  Siberia;  Winterl  claims  that  Russian  red  lead-ore 

contains  no  chromium,  but  he  doubts  this;  thinks  Siberian  amethyst 
contains  chromium;  sends  35  gns.  for  R.S.,  and  would  like  a  set  of  Phil. 
Trans,  covering  the  years  of  B.’s  presidency;  has  seen  in  the  library  of 
Pallas  a  set  of  botanical  plates  of  B.’s  discoveries  in  his  voyage  [to  the 
South  Seas]  and  asks  B.  for  a  set  for  himself.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  92-93 

4.  Foot  of  the  1800  Sept.  3  Sends  some  seeds  from  the  lower  borders  of  the  Caucasus 

Caucasus  and  some  plants  described  by  Tournefort  discovered  by  Baron  Marschall; 

sets  out  for  Tiflis  in  a  few  days  and  will  thus  traverse  the  whole  of  the 
Caucasus  ridge;  hopes  B.  received  his  letter  and  35  gns.;  wishes  for  N. 
American  trees  to  endeavour  to  naturalize  them  in  the  mountains. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  94 

5.  Camp  nr.  1803  Nov.  2  He  sent  some  seeds  the  previous  year  by  Sir  B.  Warren 

Achbala  and  supposes  they  arrived,  as  some  minerals  sent  to  Hatchett  at  the  same 

time  reached  him  safely ;  now  sends  the  autumn  collection  with  some  new 
and  very  rare  dried  plants,  and  two  living  bushes  of  Rhododendron 
caucasicum  and  Azalea  pontica\  all  are  being  sent  through  the  English 
Ambassador;  the  plague  has  been  severe  in  the  summer,  especially  among 
members  of  his  expedition.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  358 


MUDGE,  Thomas.  Barrister-at-Law 

1.  Lincoln’s  1793  Mar.  12  He  regrets  that  the  application  now  being  made  to  Parlia- 

Inn  ment  by  his  father  [Thomas  Mudge  (1717-94)  watchmaker  to  the  King], 

does  not  meet  with  B.’s  approbation;  he  assures  him  that  in  the  attack  he 
has  made  upon  Dr.  Maskelyne  he  never  meant  to  imply  any  reflection 
upon  B. ;  at  great  length  he  urges  both  the  superiority  and  the  originality 
of  his  father’s  timekeepers.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  119 

2.  Soho  Square  1793  Mar.  13  *  He  assures  M.  that  he  never  felt  implicated  in  his 

censure  of  the  Astronomer  Royal  and  that  if  he  thought  himself  injured  by 
the  son,  he  would  never  have  felt  justified  in  punishing  the  father;  he 
states  how  unjustifiable  that  attack  has  been;  if  the  award  is  refused,  he 
has  no  doubt  that  he  himself  will  be  the  next  object  of  attack.  [See 
Cameron,  235!!.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  120 


MUDGE,  William,  F.R.S.  (1762-1826).  Army  Officer  and  Geodesist 

1.  Tower  of  1798  Feb.  15  The  Master- General  of  Ordnance,  Lord  Cornwallis, 
London  impressed  with  the  value  of  the  assistance  given  by  B.  to  the  Trigonometric 

Survey,  conveys  his  thanks  and  presents  the  volume  containing  the  account 
of  the  Survey.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  134 
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Street 


Mudge,  William,  continued 

1798.  Mar.  21  He  has  laid  B.’s  letter  before  the  Master-General;  has 
received  his  certificate  [as  candidate  for  R.S.],  signed  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond ;  election  to  the  Society  would  be  a  great  honour  and  stimulus 
to  his  work.  [He  was  elected  28  June,  1798.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  136 

1798  Nov.  15  Requests  the  loan  of  the  instrument  used  by  Gen.  Roy  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  Trigonometric  Survey  with  greater  celerity;  apart 
from  the  rapidity  with  which  it  would  then  be  completed,  much  light 
would  be  thrown  on  the  subject  of  terrestrial  refraction,  “as  contemporary 
observations  made  with  two  such  fine  instruments  from  the  extremities  of 
given  arcs  would  afford  the  means  of  discovering  very  nearly  the  actual 
quantity  of  refraction  at  the  time  of  the  experiment”. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  61 

1802  Apl.  1  The  Zenith  Sector  begun  by  the  late  [Jesse]  Ramsden  and 
completed  by  his  successor  will  be  erected  at  the  Tower  at  the  end  of  the 
week;  invites  B.  to  inspect  it  there  before  it  is  removed  to  Greenwich. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  12 

1802  Aug.  26  Describes  his  observations  while  making  his  meridional 
measurement  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  arc  with  the  Zenith  Sector ; 
the  telescope  is  a  very  fine  one ;  affirms  the  superiority  of  his  instruments 
over  those  of  the  French.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  45-46 

1818  Nov.  2  Reports  that  the  experiments  at  Dunkirk  were  successful 
and  that  he  brought  the  instrument  back  to  set  up  in  the  Observatory  in 
readiness  for  Schumacher’s  visit.  Brabourne ,  118 


4.  Tower 


Connisboro’, 

Doncaster 


6.  Woolwich 


MUIRHEAD,  Alexander.  Ship’s  Captain 

1.  Southampton  1790  Dec.  27  Regrets  the  delay  in  sending  the  seeds  he  brought  back 
from  [Francis]  Masson,  but  he  will  forward  them  by  coach  immediately; 
his  ship  has  been  at  Stalin’s  Land  to  carry  a  cargo  of  Sea-lion  skins. 

Webster  Coll.  <i2> 


MULGRAVE,  Baron — See  Phipps,  Constantine  John. 


MULLER,  Otto  Friedrich  (1730-1784) 

1.  Copenhagen  1775  Apl.  20  Regrets  his  inability  to  accompany  Fabricius  to  London. 

[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  102 


MUNRO,  William.  Schoolmaster  of  Thurso 

1.  Thurso  1809  June  9  [To  Dr.  Torrence,  Thurso.]  Describes  a  Mermaid  seen  by 

him  about  12  years  ago  in  Sandside  Bay,  when  he  was  Parish  Schoolmaster 
at  Reay ;  the  figure  was  seated  on  a  partly  submerged  rock  and  the  water 
concealed  the  lower  part  of  the  body;  the  upper  part  was  entirely  human, 
the  skin  smooth  and  white  and  the  hair  long  and  light  brown  in  colour,  and 
the  eyes  blue ;  the  Mermaid  was  combing  her  hair  and  he  closely  observed 
her  for  several  minutes  before  she  plunged  into  the  water;  the  day  was 
warm  and  sunny,  and  the  season  summer.  [Enclosed  in  Sinclair,  Sir 
John,  No.  12;  see  also  Mackay,  E.,  and  Maxwell,  James.] 

D.T.C.  17.  322-324 
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MUNTER,  Frederik  Christian  Carl  Hendrik  (1761-1830).  Bishop  of  Zelande 

1.  Copenhagen  1811  Aug.  18  Has  revered  B.  from  his  earliest  youth  and  this  feeling 
has  been  strengthened  by  B.’s  kindness  to  Fabricius  and  to  Rosing,  the 
minister  of  the  Danish  Church  in  London;  sends  some  works  of  his  own 
on  religious  and  political  subjects  with  copies  for  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  for  Samuel  Henley  who  obtained  for  him  impressions  of 
the  inscribed  Persian  stones  in  the  British  Museum  and  the  Towneley 
Collection;  he  forwarded  to  B.  his  work  on  the  Persepolis  inscriptions,  but 
apparently  it  did  not  reach  him;  his  results  differ  from  those  of  Tychsen 
[see  Blumenbach,  J.  F.,  Nos.  59,  61];  he  believes  that  [Georg  Friedrich] 
Grotefend  has  found  a  partial  key  to  the  alphabetic  script;  intends  to 
return  to  this  work  and  study  the  Babylonian  bricks ;  asks  for  news  of  Sir 
Wm.  Ouseley  and  Chandler.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  109-110 

Ml!  RR,  Gottlieb  Christoph  von.  Director  of  the  Custom  House;  Bibliophile 

1.  Nuremberg  1799  Feb.  22  Sends  B.  some  catalogues  of  rare  books  and  offers  him 
treasures  from  his  own  library;  as  he  is  a  bachelor,  he  would  like  to  know 
the  destination  of  his  books  when  he  dies;  Lord  Spencer  and  [the  Hon. 
Thomas]  Grenville  have  both  seen  his  library ;  asks  B.  to  show  his  catalogues 
to  Lord  Spencer;  he  regrets  that  the  postal  charges  introduced  by  Pitt 
are  so  high  as  to  make  an  obstacle  to  literary  and  scientific  correspondence. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  97-98 


MURRAY,  Charles.  Consul  at  Madeira 

1.  Madeira  1777  July  14  Has  forwarded  to  B.  the  plants  collected  by  Masson; 

advised  M.  to  go  to  the  Azores  and  has  given  his  reasons  to  Aiton ;  eulogy 
of  Masson.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  81-82 

2.  Madeira  1779  Sept.  20  Masson  having  left  Madeira  for  the  West  Indies,  he  is 

anxious  for  news  of  him;  sends  packet  of  seeds;  asks  for  directions  for 
disposal  of  B.’s  collecting  jars  left  by  Masson;  congratulates  B.  on  his 
election  as  Pres.  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  108-109 

3.  Madeira  1780  Sept.  4  Sends  by  a  passenger  to  England  a  box  containing  Masson’s 

Canary  Islands  specimens;  has  a  pipe  of  wine  for  B.  which  he  will  send 
by  the  first  opportunity.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  121 


MURRAY,  James  (fl.  1786-1797).  Gardener  and  Nurseryman 

1.  Kensington  1797  May  2  A  long  document  [12  pp.]  headed  “A  plain  Narrative  of  the 
Apple  and  Crab  tree  Bug.  .  .  .  The  bad  effects  and  the  best  method  of  its 
Destruction” ;  full  description  of  the  pest  which  first  appeared  in  1786  and 
its  cure  by  a  wash  of  quicklime  and  soapsuds. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  98+33982.  314-319 


MURRAY,  Johan  Anders  (1740-1791).  Botanist 


1.  Gottingen 

2.  Gottingen 

3.  Gottingen 


1781  Apl.  23  Returns  thanks  for  seeds  sent,  which  were  much  delayed  in 
transit;  sends  list  of  desiderata,  including  Thea,  Dionaea,  etc.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  31-32 
Acknowledges  receipt  of  seeds,  which  he  has  planted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  35 
Will  be  glad  to  supply  B.  with  dried  plants;  encloses  letter 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  33-34 


1781  June  25 
[Latin.] 
1781  June  25 


just  written  (No.  2).  [French.] 
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Murray,  Johan 

4.  Gottingen 

5.  Gottingen 


6.  Gottingen 


7.  Gottingen 


8.  Gottingen 


9.  Gottingen 
10.  Gottingen 


11.  Gottingen 


12.  Gottingen 


13.  Gottingen 


Anders,  continued 

1782  Sept.  2  Discusses  various  botanical  matters;  deeply  laments  the 

death  of  Solander.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  103-104 

1783  Aug.  11  Arrangements  for  sending  Gottingische  Anzeigen ,  etc.; 
Blumenbach  has  gone  to  Switzerland;  agrees  with  B.  on  the  systematic 
position  of  Tetragonia  cornuta\  would  be  glad  of  specimens  of  Murraya 
exotica  which  he  has  seen  in  the  Catalogue  of  Loddiges;  is  busy  with  an 
intended  new  edition  of  Syst.  Vegetabilium. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  1 39-1 40 

1785  Apl.  14  Thanks  B.  for  Jamaica  seeds  and  other  things  sent;  is 

especially  glad  to  have  Murraya  which  he  had  not  seen  before ;  discussion 
of  various  species;  Sibthorp  passed  the  whole  winter  here  and  attended 
the  lectures  with  zeal.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  141-142 

1786  Apl.  16  Returns  thanks  for  gifts  to  his  library  and  Botanic  Garden; 

is  sending  by  the  official  messenger  books  for  B.  and  a  parcel  for  Dr. 
Lister;  mentions  some  books  he  greatly  needs  and  requests  Dryander  to 
buy  them  for  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  341-342 

1786  July  5  Returns  thanks  for  books  sent,  especially  [John]  Hunter’s 
Treatise  on  Venereal  Disease  which  no  one  in  Gottingen  has  yet  obtained; 
mentions  Masson’s  departure  for  the  Cape;  his  seeds  are  doing  well  and 
he  has  many  new  plants  in  his  garden  which  need  to  be  described  and 
drawn,  but  no  provision  is  made  for  Botany  in  the  University;  is  working 
upon  Materia  Medica  and  would  be  glad  of  notes  on  the  history  of  simples, 
etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  484-485 

1786  July  27  Is  delighted  to  have  Murraya  exotica  from  Kew,  which 
arrived  just  after  his  last  letter  was  sent.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  343 

1787  Apl.  4  The  bookseller  having  failed  to  supply  Stumpf’s  book  on 
Spanish  sheep,  he  sends  B.  a  copy  obtained  from  a  friend;  thanks  B.  for  his 
answers  on  the  history  of  drugs;  can  make  use  of  Konig’s  discovery  of 
Cambogia  in  the  forthcoming  part  of  his  Apparatus  medicaminum ;  has  no 
plants  ready  to  send  of  those  wanted  by  B.,  but  sends  seeds  instead. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  482-483 

1787  May  31  Asks  about  various  points  connected  with  the  Materia 
Medica;  does  not  know  whether  Tea  belongs  to  two  species  or  one,  as  he 
finds  the  price  of  Bohea  [black  tea]  in  London  was  21s.  per  lb.  and  that  of 
Thea  viridis  ios.  6 d.\  asks  B.  if  there  are  indeed  two  species. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  486-487 

1787  Oct.  13  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  accompanying  papers;  will 

return  them  and  send  the  4th  vol.  of  his  Materia  Medica  [Apparatus 
tnedicaminum],  but  will  retain  Konig’s  papers  for  the  present  as  he  wishes 
to  give  an  account  of  them  to  the  local  Royal  Society ;  his  work  delayed  by 
the  request  of  the  Queen  to  him  to  prepare  a  collection  of  dried  plants; 
George  Forster  is  in  Edinburgh  and  Sparrman  is  said  to  have  gone  to 
Senegal,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  488-489 

1788  Apl.  5  Returns  thanks  for  a  copy  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia ; 
sends  seeds  for  Aiton;  is  revising  Konig’s  papers  for  publication  in  the 
Transactions  ', ;  mentions  Deluc,  Sibthorp,  G.  Forster  and  Cutler  of  Ipswich, 
Mass. ;  his  collection  of  Hanoverian  plants  made  for  the  Queen  of  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  102-103 
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Murray,  Johan  Anders,  continued 


14.  Gottingen 


15.  Gottingen 


16.  Gottingen 


1789  Sept.  —  Thanks  B.  for  the  account  of  Botany  Bay;  will  send  the 
plants  Aiton  requires  as  soon  as  they  are  collected;  sends  various  reprints; 
sends  under  same  cover  a  packet  for  Dr.  Duncan  and  de  Lucque  [Deluc]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  232-233 

1790  Mar.  14  Sends  the  new  vol.  of  his  Apparatus  medicaminum\  asks 

B.  if  he  has  seen  the  Matiere  Medicate  of  Ouless;  has  no  knowledge  of  the 
Hortus  Kewensis.  [ French. \  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  335 

1790  Nov.  8  Thanks  B.  for  the  gift  of  Hortus  Kewensis  by  which  he  has 
been  able  to  identify  some  recently  arrived  plants;  refers  to  the  new 
coloured  figures  of  plants  at  Kew  made  by  order  of  King  George  III. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  74-75 


MURRAY,  Sir  John,  8th  Bart.  (1768-1827).  Indian  Army  Officer 


Calcutta 


2.  Calcutta 


Calcutta 


1788  Dec.  23  He  has  sent  by  William  Pitt  a  basket  of  seeds  intended  for 
Kew;  he  is  now  sending  by  Triton  another  basket  of  the  same  kinds;  he 
intends  thus  to  duplicate  future  consignments  in  case  of  loss  in  transit;  by 
the  latter  ship  he  sends  also  a  list  of  the  Indian  names  of  the  plants ;  he  has 
commissioned  [John]  Macdonald  ( q.v .)  of  Sumatra  to  send  seeds  from 

his  consignments  are  to  David  Maclean  of  the  Custom 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  282-283 

Sends  list  of  the  seeds  sent  to  B.  in  charge  of  Major  Grant. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  216 

1789  Jan.  12  He  is  sending  by  Capt.  Macgulach  a  basket  of  seeds 
addressed  to  B.  and  encloses  a  list  of  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  221 


thence  to 
House. 

1788  Dec.  24 


B.; 


4.  Calcutta 


5.  Calcutta 


6.  Calcutta 


7.  Calcutta 


8.  Calcutta 


9.  Calcutta 


1789  Mar.  10  He  was  disappointed  at  not  receiving  the  list  from  Aiton 
promised  by  Greville  of  plants  required  for  Kew;  he  has  sent  a  packet  of 
seeds  by  Major  Grant  and  another  to  the  care  of  Maclean  of  Custom  House ; 
Grant  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  late  Dr.  Konig;  he  hopes  to  send  in 
August  a  complete  list  of  the  botanical  names  of  all  the  seeds  hitherto  sent. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  236-237 

1789  Aug.  16  Sends  under  the  care  of  Col.  Macleod  a  basket  of  seeds 

for  Kew;  the  seeds  have  been  collected  by  a  person  he  sent  for  the  purpose 
to  the  woods ;  sends  also  list  of  the  102  kinds  in  the  basket,  plus  two  species 
unknown.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  256-257 

1790  Apl.  13  He  has  heard  nothing  from  Aiton  about  the  seeds  for  Kew; 

sends  a  packet  of  seeds  with  the  native  names  of  the  plants;  he  finds  it 
difficult  to  persuade  collectors  to  go  in  search  of  plants  as  “our  woods  are 
so  much  infested  with  Tygers”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  24-25 

1792  Feb.  9  Sends  in  charge  of  the  Surgeon  of  Northumberland  a  basket 
containing  96  kinds  of  seeds  for  H.M.  Garden  at  Kew  collected  in  the 
woods  of  the  province.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  139 

1794  June  11  He  has  sent  by  the  Commander  of  Boddington  a  packet  of 
seeds  for  Kew  addressed  to  B. ;  they  are  from  Assam,  Oude,  Andaman 
Islands,  etc. ;  is  anxious  for  news  from  Europe. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  268 

1795  Jan.  3  He  has  sent  by  Thomas  Graham,  2nd  Officer  of  Houghton , 

a  packet  of  seeds  for  Kew.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  1 
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MURRAY,  Sir  John  Macgregor,  of  Blackbarony,  Bart.  (1745-1822).  Auditor  General,  Bengal 
1.  —  1802  Mar.  23  Sends  two  Burmese  Musical  Instruments  (Boat-harps) 

with  description  and  drawings.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  8-13 

MU SG RAVE,  George.  M.P.  for  Carlisle 

1.  New  Bond  1783  Dec.  8  Reports  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hawley  on  7th  Dec.  and  requests 

Street  B.  to  inform  Lady  Banks  and  Miss  Banks  [Dorothy,  nee  Ashworth,  was  the 

first  wife  of  Henry  Hawley  ( q.v .)  a  relative  of  B.]  Hill  Coll.  2.  29 


MUSGRAVE,  Sir  William,  F.R.S.  (1735-1800).  Genealogist  and  Antiquary 

1.  Park  Place,  1781  Jan.  1  Offers  his  services  as  successor  to  the  late  [James]  Harris  as 
St.  James’s  a  Trustee  of  the  British  Museum,  and  hopes  he  may  have  B.’s  support. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  127 
D.T.C.  2.  1 


2.  Park  Place,  1781  Jan.  6  Informs  B.  that  in  addition  to  his  own  promise  of  support, 

St.  James’s  he  has  those  of  the  Lord  President,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  the  Attorney-General  and  the  Duke  of  Portland;  as 
there  are  likely  to  be  other  vacancies  before  long,  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  propose  Sir  William  Hamilton  when  he  settles  in  England.  [Musgrave 
was  elected  a  Trustee  in  1783,  vice  Charles  Gray.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  129 
D.T.C.  2.  2 


3.  Park  Place, 
St.  James’s 

4.  Park  Place, 
St.  James’s 


1789  Nov.  19  Sends  the  title  of  his  paper  on  the  Elephant  and  asks  B. 
if  he  thinks  fit,  to  communicate  it  to  R.S.  [Note  by  B.,  “Far  too  bawdy  for 
reading  or  printing”.]  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  42 

1791  Jan.  1  Enquires  what  is  done  with  the  male  lambs  of  the  King’s 
Spanish  flock;  he  hopes  they  may  be  distributed  to  breeders  to  improve 
the  English  stock;  he  has  a  friend  who  much  desires  a  Spanish  ram  to 
cross  with  his  Hereford  and  Southdown  ewes.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  66 


MUSTEL,  Auguste  (fl.  1775-1820).  Botanist  and  Plant  Physiologist 

1.  Rouen  1783  Mar.  15  Sends  B.  for  R.S.  the  first  two  volumes  of  his  work  on 

vegetation  [ Traite  theorique  et  pratique  de  la  Vegetation,  Paris,  1781];  he 
will  send  the  two  final  volumes  when  they  appear;  asks  B.  to  support  his 
application  for  membership  of  R.S.;  promises  if  elected  to  send  all  the 
publications  of  the  Academy  of  Rouen.  [He  was  not  elected.]  [French.\ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  214 

MYLNE,  Robert,  F.R.S.  (1734-1811).  Architect  and  Engineer.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  N[ew]  1795  May  14  He  has  received  Smeaton’s  Reports;  all  that  seems 

R[iver]  Head  necessary  is  to  print  them  in  chronological  order,  with  an  index  at  the  end, 

and  a  classification  of  subjects.  [This  refers  to  the  posthumous  publication 
of  Smeaton’s  Reports  which  were  eventually  published  in  3  vols.  in  1812.] 

D.T.C.  9.  214 

2.  [Soho  1795  May  16  *  He  thinks  it  would  be  better  to  make  a  selection  from 

Square]  Smeaton’s  Reports,  and  to  print  only  the  best;  some  would  do  greater 

credit  to  his  memory  than  others ;  he  will  leave  the  decision  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  but  they  (himself  and  M.)  are  the  only  two  members  of  it  who  have 
read  the  Reports;  asks  him,  when  he  has  read  and  annotated  them,  to 
send  them  to  one  of  the  other  members  of  the  Committee.  D.T.C.  9.  215 
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Mylne,  Robert,  continued 

3.  N.  R.  Head  1796  Jan.  29  He  has  found  a  person  who  will  copy  Smeaton’s  papers 
at  the  rate  of  lod.  for  a  score  of  pages  of  72  words,  paper  being  provided 
for  him ;  as  he  considers  this  charge  reasonable,  he  has  set  the  copyist  to 
work,  and  hopes  the  Committee  will  approve.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  51 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  1 

1796  Sept.  2  Sends  specimens  of  types,  paper,  etc.,  which  he  and  Dr. 
Hutton  have  settled  upon;  Hutton  thinks  the  Reports  will  make  two 
volumes,  but  he  thinks  probably  three;  he  is  looking  out  all  the  printed 
Reports  he  has  for  Hutton  and  asks  B.  to  do  the  same ;  maps,  prints  and 
plans  must  be  considered  at  the  next  meeting.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  22 

1796  Sept.  5]  *  The  type  and  paper  appear  to  him  to  be  satisfactory,  but 

he  is  alarmed  at  the  quantity  of  matter  to  be  published;  his  idea  was  to 
issue  a  selection  of  the  unpublished  Reports  and  to  add  to  the  series  if 
there  was  a  public  demand,  not  necessarily  in  chronological  order;  with 
regard  to  the  printed  Reports,  they  are  inaccessible  until  his  return  to 
London  in  November.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  23 

1797  Oct.  3  *  He  has  received  the  proof  sheets  of  the  intended  Preface 

to  the  Report  [of  the  Engineers’  Club] ;  “I  am  not  an  aristocrat  yet  I  hate 
democracy” ;  he  questions  the  wisdom  of  the  classification  of  the  members 
as  proposed;  he  thinks  alphabetical  order  is  less  invidious;  comments  on 
the  wording  of  the  toast.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  116 

NAGELI,  Karl. 

1.  —  1805  Apl.  29  [Endorsed  by  B.  “Abstract  of  Mr.  K.  Nageli’s  Letter.”] 

Propounds  a  scheme  for  founding  a  colony  in  Africa,  between  Gambia  and 
Senegal  for  emigrants  from  Switzerland  and  South  Germany,  who  owing 
to  the  introduction  of  machinery  are  now  unable  to  maintain  their  families; 
considers  the  climate  and  natural  resources  of  Africa  superior  to  those  of 
the  West  Indies.  Dawson  MS.  47.  59 

D.T.C.  15.  370-372 

2.  [Soho  Square  1805  May — ]#  Acknowledges  his  communication  which  he  will  transmit 

to  the  African  Association ;  he  is  less  sanguine  than  the  writer  of  the  success 
of  colonies  in  countries  where  the  natives  are  unfriendly  or  whose  good 
faith  cannot  be  relied  upon;  if  the  African  Assn,  is  disposed  to  take  up  the 
scheme  or  if  there  is  any  disposition  to  promote  a  subscription  in  England, 
Sir  Wm.  Young,  the  Secretary  of  the  Association,  will  communicate  with 
him.  D.T.C.  15.  373-374 


4.  London 


k.  [Revesby 
Abbey 


6.  Revesby 
Abbey 


NAIRNE,  Edward,  F.R.S.  (1726-1806).  Instrument  Maker 

1.  London  1782  July  19  Reports  on  the  damage  done  by  lightning  to  a  house  in 

Stoke  Newington  on  10th  June,  1782,  and  to  three  adjoining  houses. 

R.S.  Letters  1737-83.  38 

NASMAN,  David 

1.  Gothenburg  1787  Nov.  21  Presents  a  mathematical  problem.  [Latin. \ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  490-492 

NAVY  BOARD  (Principal  Officers  and  Commissioners  of  the  Navy) 

Note:  The  letters  of  the  Navy  Board  are  always  signed  by  at  least  three  Commissioners. 
1.  Navy  Office  1801  May  8  The  Commissioners  request  that  the  Hemp-seed  procured 
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Navy  Board,  continued 

by  B.  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Navy  Office;  orders  have  been  given  to  the 
officers  at  Deptford  to  put  it  on  board  the  Hope  for  conveyance  to  Dublin. 

Kew:  B.C.  4.  48 

2.  Soho  Square  1801  May  9  *  Informs  the  Navy  Board  that  the  Hemp-seed  has  been 

delivered  to  their  office  as  requested.  Kew:  B.C.  4.  48  vo. 

3.  Navy  Office  1805  Mar.  12  The  Commissioners  inform  B.  that  it  has  been  decided 

that  the  deductions  made  from  the  pay  of  the  scientists  of  H.M.S. 
Investigator  shall  be  refunded  to  them.  D.T.C.  15.  317 

4.  Soho  Square  1808  May  —  *  Reports  on  the  results  of  experiments  on  the  strength  of 

ropes  treated  with  teak-tar  and  their  superiority  over  ropes  treated  with 
common  tar,  carried  out  at  Woolwich  by  Joseph  Whidbey  ( q.v .,  No.  3). 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  271 


5.  Navy  Office  1810  Jan.  4  The  Commissioners  enquire  how  much  longer  Brown  and 

Bauer  will  be  engaged  in  finishing  their  work  on  the  drawings  and  collec¬ 
tions  made  during  their  voyage  in  H.M.S.  Investigator. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  300 

6.  [Soho  1810  Jan.  5  *  He  explains  that  the  completion  of  the  work  of  Brown  and 

Square]  Bauer  has  taken  a  much  longer  time  than  he  originally  calculated ;  he  has 

seen  them  and  desired  them  to  report  on  the  present  state  of  the  under¬ 
taking.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  300  vo. 


7.  Soho  Square  1810  Apl.  30  *  Reports  that  Brown  has  been  diligently  employed  in 
putting  into  scientific  order  the  many  plants  collected  by  him  and  in  making 
descriptions  of  the  many  new  species  discovered ;  he  considers  that  if  his 
salary  can  be  continued  to  the  end  of  the  year  he  will  consider  himself  as 
adequately  rewarded,  although  his  task  is  likely  to  continue  long  after  that 
time;  he  will  on  the  conclusion  of  it  deliver  the  specimens  properly 
named  and  arranged  as  he  may  be  directed ;  as  to  Bauer,  the  finishing  of 
his  elaborate  drawings,  which  exceed  2000,  is  a  longer  undertaking,  as  the 
finished  drawings  take  an  average  of  a  week’s  work  for  each;  he  has 
completed  about  200  which  are  of  masterly  excellence ;  recommends  that  in 
Bauer’s  case  his  salary  should  be  continued  until  the  end  of  1811 ;  Brown 
has  already  published  one  volume  on  the  botanical  results  of  his  voyage ; 
it  is  hoped  that  a  full  report  of  the  expedition  may  be  issued,  with  an 
account  of  the  discoveries  not  only  in  Natural  History  but  also  in  Geo¬ 
graphy,  Hydrography,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32439.  319-320 


NAYLER,  Sir  George,  F.R.S.  (1764-1831).  Garter  King  of  Arms 

1.  College  of  1796  June  21  Bill  and  receipt  for  fees  for  recording  B.’s  Pedigree  and 
Arms  Arms  in  the  books  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath.  [Nayler  was  then  York 

Herald.]  D.T.C.  9.  228A 


NEALE,  Pendock 

1.  Gravesend  1789  July  6  [To  William  Ramsay,  Deputy-Sec.  H.E.I.  Co.]  Has  been 
obliged  to  send  into  the  country  the  Cashmir  ram  and  sheep  from  Manship, 
East-Indiaman,  placed  in  his  care,  because  the  large  numbers  of  people 
who  came  to  see  them  worried  the  animals ;  as  their  fleeces  are  very  thick, 
asks  if  he  ought  to  have  them  sheared.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  355 
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NEILD,  Joseph 

i.  Manchester  1805  July  1  Describes  an  unusual  sparrow’s  nest  built  in  a  tree  at 
Altrincham,  Cheshire,  which  has  been  preserved  entire  and  is  offered  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  214 


NEILL,  Patrick  (1776-1851).  Naturalist  and  Publisher 

1.  Edinburgh  1801  Mar.  12  Hears  a  voyage  of  discovery  is  planned,  and  desires  to  be 
employed  as  naturalist  to  collect  plants,  as  well  as  zoological  and  minera- 
logical  specimens;  has  studied  Natural  History  at  Edinburgh  University; 
gives  names  of  references  for  his  capability;  has  good  health  and  has  no 
dependants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  274-275 

D.T.C.  12.  190-192 


NELSON,  David  (d.  1789).  Kew  Gardener  and  Plant  Collector 

1.  [Soho  Square  1787  — ]#  Detailed  instructions  for  removing  and  transplanting  Bread¬ 

fruit  trees  collected  by  H.M.S.  Bounty ;  methods  to  be  followed  for  stowing, 
watering  and  sunning  whilst  on  board;  no  animals  to  be  allowed  on  the 
ship  except  those  carried  for  food  for  the  ship’s  company,  and  these  not  to 
be  allowed  near  the  plants;  precautions  to  be  taken  against  damage  by 
rats;  two  tubs  of  Flax  plants  to  be  taken  to  New  Zealand;  subsequent 
route  and  ports  of  call.  [Edw.  Smith,  126-129.  See  also  Townshend, 
Thomas,  No.  2.]  D.T.C.  5.  217-225 

2.  Spithead  1787  Dec.  18  Informs  B.  of  the  number  of  pots  for  plants  he  took  onboard, 

of  three  sizes,  800  in  all ;  they  are  deeper  than  the  usual  kind ;  they  are  sold 
by  the  hundred  and  the  total  cost  was  £6.  8s.  o d. ;  he  had  them  made  deep 
so  that  he  could  put  shells  in  the  bottoms  of  them  for  better  drainage; 
Dalton,  the  potter  at  Deptford,  can  inform  B.  the  size  of  each  kind,  as  he 
is  the  maker;  asks  for  description  of  the  flower,  fruit  and  leaves  of  nine 
species  of  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  163 

D.T.C.  5.  293-294 

NELSON,  Horatio,  Viscount  Nelson  and  Duke  of  Bronte  (1758-1805).  Admiral 

1.  Amphion,  off  1803  July  9  Notifies  B.  that  a  British  frigate  has  taken  a  French  corvette 

Toulon  from  Athens,  with  a  cargo  of  “I  know  not  what,  but  I  suppose  things  as 

choice  as  Lord  Elgin’s”;  has  directed  that  the  cases  be  sent  unopened  for 
disposal  as  prize;  they  have  been  directed  to  B.  so  that  he  may  advise 
Government  if  they  wish  to  buy  them ;  regrets  he  cannot  present  them  to 
R.S.  or  the  Academy  of  Arts,  for  as  prize  “they  are  the  property  of  the 
lowest  seamen”.  \Edw.  Smith,  209;  Cameron,  2 1 1 .] 

D.T.C.  14.  97-98 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  Aug.  8*  Feels  deeply  honoured  to  have  been  entrusted  with  the 

commission  by  Lord  N.,  and  will  take  care  to  offer  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  the  sculpture  which  Lord  N.  has  captured;  “in  a  proper  manner 
to  state  the  value  of  it  with  justice  and  correctness  and  in  case  of  their 
choosing  to  purchase  for  the  advantage  of  the  arts  in  Britain  I  will  see 
that  your  brave  and  meritorious  tars  are  not  deprived  of  any  part  of 
their  rights.”  England  is  arming  with  such  enthusiasm  as  to  make  a 
French  invasion  impossible,  thanks  to  which  and  “  to  your  Lordships 
exertions  ”  all  sleep  secure  in  their  beds.  N.M.M.  MS.  9960 
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NEPEAN,  Sir 
i.  Whitehall 


2.  [Whitehall 


3.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


4.  St.  James’s 
Place 

5.  Whitehall 

6.  Bath 


Evan,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1751-1822).  Under- Secretary  of  State 

1787  Feb.  22  Requests  B.  to  call  upon  Lord  Hawkesbury  who  wishes  to 
consult  him  on  the  cultivation  of  Cotton;  samples  and  information  are 
wanted  from  Barbary.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  106 

D.T.C.  5.  138 

1787?  — ]  He  has  seen  Lord  Hawkesbury  on  the  subject  of  their  recent 

conversation  (not  specified);  his  Lordship  seems  much  in  favour  of  it 
and  intends  to  speak  to  Pitt  on  the  subject,  and  requests  B.  to  call  upon 
him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  327 

1787  Sept.  9  *  Encloses  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Yonge  ( q.v .,  No.  9)  with 
copy  of  his  reply;  “I  wish  such  dabblers  as  he  is  could  be  prevented  from 
interfering  in  our  matters,  or  trumpeting  abroad  that  we  are  all  fools 
together,  which  he  seems  to  think.”  D.T.C.  5.  249 

[1787]  Nov.  11  Bligh  is  at  Portsmouth,  ready  to  depart;  encloses  draft 
of  instructions  to  the  gardener  which  will  be  signed  by  Lord  Sydney  if  B. 
approves.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  284 

1789  June  22  Four  Deer  and  two  Birds  are  on  board  the  Manship  as  a 
present  to  the  King  from  the  Nabob;  asks  B.’s  advice  how  they  are  to  be 
conveyed,  and  whether  to  Windsor  or  Kew.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  248 

1789  Nov.  22  A  Ram  and  two  Ewes  have  arrived  and  have  been  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  his  stables  in  Cleveland  Row;  as  his  man  is  not  in  town, 
requests  B.  to  have  the  animals  sent  to  Kew;  four  more  are  expected  daily. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  273 


1790  May  13  *  The  man  who  was  intended  to  be  the  assistant  to 
[Archibald]  Menzies  (q.v.)  has  changed  his  mind  and  declined  the  offer; 
a  second  candidate  desires  to  know  if  he  would  be  given  a  free  passage 
home  if  he  chose  to  resign  after  three  years ;  complains  of  official  delays. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  33 

1791  Feb.  24  Lord  Grenville  has  sent  the  instructions  for  Menzies  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  thinks  they  should  be  signed  by  B.  rather  than  by  himself; 
the  clause  relating  to  cannibalism  has  been  deleted,  as  it  is  considered  that 
it  would  be  more  appropriate  in  a  private  letter.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  80 

1791]  July  15  Col.  [Eccles]  Nixon,  of  H.E.I.  Co.’s  Service,  has  brought 
home  from  the  East  Indies  two  buck  Antelopes  as  a  present  to  the  King ; 
not  knowing  whom  to  advise  of  the  fact,  he  asks  B.  to  give  his  commands 
to  the  bearer;  the  animals,  which  are  quite  docile,  will  be  delivered  to  B.’s 
order.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  328 

10.  Soho  Square  1794  Mar.  16  *  He  has  received  the  letter  of  [Henry]  Dundas  (q.v.,  No.  2) 

and  has  sent  it  to  the  newspapers  together  with  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Grand  Jury  and  the  summons  for  a  meeting  of  Lincolnshire  gentlemen 
resident  in  London;  asks  for  the  views  of  the  Ministers  on  the  proper 
steps  to  be  taken ;  he  hopes  the  decision  to  arm  troops  with  pikes  may  be 
withdrawn  and  that  they  may  be  provided  with  muskets ;  he  will  call  at  the 
office  if  he  is  wanted,  but  declines  to  waste  time  ‘‘waiting  in  ante¬ 
chambers”.  Lindsey.  11.  1.  14A 

11.  Bombay  1814  Apl.  10  He  has  paid  much  attention  to  fruit-trees,  flowering 

shrubs  and  flowering  plants;  gives  particulars  of  consignments  of  living 
plants  he  has  sent  by  various  ships  to  Milne,  the  nurseryman  of  Fulham, 
and  to  B. ;  remarks  on  the  Vines  of  Persia,  Poonah  and  Cabul,  and  Peaches 


7.  [Soho 
Square] 


8.  Whitehall 


9.  [Whitehall 
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from  Persia ;  the  Apples  of  Persia  are  not  good,  but  the  Pears  are  excellent; 
he  has  sent  B.  some  Teak  seed  from  Malabar  and  Salsette,  the  former 
germinate  quickly,  the  latter  slowly;  has  sent  home  some  Coffee  plants; 
there  is  high  mortality  in  Bombay  among  the  natives  and  the  British  troops. 

D.T.C.  19.  7-12 


12.  Malabar 
Point 


13.  Bombay 


1814  Apl.  18  Has  received  some  Persian  Vines;  some  trees  intended  to 
be  sent  have  been  kept  back  as  they  would  have  arrived  at  the  Cape  in 
winter  and  would  not  have  proper  attention  on  the  voyage,  but  is  sending 
the  Teak  seed;  encloses  a  letter  from  the  Inspector  of  Forests  on  the  four 
different  kinds  of  Teak.  D.T.C.  19.  13-15 

1814  Aug.  2  The  Lord  Castlereagh  has  returned  owing  to  bad  weather 
and  all  the  Vines  have  died ;  he  will  keep  back  the  Persian  Peach-trees  and 
Vines  until  the  Wellesley  sails,  about  Christmas,  and  will  have  a  glass  case 
made  for  their  protection;  he  has  sent  some  living  Corinda  plants  for  B., 
and  various  seeds  from  Persia,  Malabar  and  Bombay  for  Milne;  he  hopes 
to  execute  B.’s  commission  for  Mocha  Coffee  plants.  D.T.C.  19.  50-51 


NEVILL,  Cosmas  (d.  1829).  Antiquary 

1.  Holt,  1791  Jan.  24  Their  mutual  friend  Mar[maduke]  Tunstall  having  be- 

Harboro’  queathed  him  an  Egyptian  Green  Jasper  ring  and  other  antiquities,  these 

were  sent  by  the  Executors  but  lost  in  transit;  he  is  bringing  an  action 
against  the  coach  proprietors  and  wishes  to  know  the  value  of  the  ring ;  as 
B.  was  familiar  with  Tunstall’s  collections,  asks  his  opinion  on  the  value. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  71 

2.  [Soho  Square  1791  Jan.  26]  *  Although  familiar  with  Tunstall’s  collections  when  he 

lived  in  London,  he  was  concerned  only  with  the  Natural  History  speci¬ 
mens  and  has  no  recollection  of  the  ring;  he  regrets  therefore  he  can  give 
no  advice.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  71  ©0. 


NEWATT,  J. 

1.  Dublin  [1802  Dec.  23]  Sends  long  description  of  his  invention  for  the  improve¬ 

ment  of  the  principle  of  the  Diving  Bell  for  work  under  water;  asks  for 
B.’s  opinion  by  which  he  will  be  guided.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  75-78 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  Jan.  2  *  Advises  him  not  to  incur  the  expense  of  putting  his 

invention  into  execution ;  the  principle  he  advocates  is  not  new,  but  the 
mechanical  part  of  it  is  so  difficult,  B.  has  seen  more  than  one  attempt  fail. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  75  vo. 


NEWCOMB,  W.  Editor  of  the  Stamford  Mercury 

1.  Stamford  1796  Nov.  30  Thanks  B.  for  the  extract  of  news  sent  [see  King,  John, 
No.  5],  which  he  will  print  in  the  newspaper;  his  columns  are  always  open 
for  “matter  which  tends  to  destroy  those  pernicious  doctrines  circulated 
with  so  much  industry  by  many  public  prints”.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  30 

NEWLAND,  Abraham  (1730-1807).  Chief  Cashier,  Bank  of  England 

1.  Soho  Square  1792  Aug.  17*  Returns  thanks  for  recommending  Toerner  [as  an 
assistant  in  his  library  and  Herbarium] ;  Toerner  will  take  his  instructions 
from  Dryander  and  his  work  will  be  confined  to  Natural  History  and  the 
library.  D.T.C.  8.  67 
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NEWLAND,  Isaac 

i.  York  Place,  1803  Oct.  12  Informs  B.  that  John  Osborn  ( q.v .)  has  been  liberated 
Queen’s  Elm  though  not  yet  permitted  to  return  to  England ;  he  can  now  join  his  friends 
and  is  on  his  way  to  Lyons.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  131 

NEWMAN,  J.  English  Secretary  to  Russian  Embassy 

1.  Paddington  1780  Jan.  4  Sends  intelligence  by  two  letters  from  St.  Petersburg  of 
Street  Capt.  Cook’s  ships  at  Kamchatka;  the  first,  19th  Nov.  1779  states  that 

about  August  they  visited  Ulliateo  Is.  where  they  bartered  trinkets  with 
the  natives  for  Whale-meat,  and  in  the  following  April  the  ships  were  in 
Petropavlovsky’s  Haven  in  Kamchatka,  very  short  of  provisions,  and  the 
garrison  there  supplied  their  wants  as  far  as  possible,  they  themselves  being 
short;  the  second  letter,  22nd  Nov.  1779,  sent  by  a  Russian  merchant, 
repeats  the  latter  part  of  the  first.  D.T.C.  1.  275-277 

NICHOLL,  Rev.  Robert.  Curate  of  Chavenage,  Gloucestershire 
1.  Chavenage  1790  Jan.  30  Addresses  B.  as  “  the  patron  of  genius  and  philosophical 
researches”,  and  encloses  a  table  of  meteorological  observations  of  the 
weather  in  1789  taken  at  his  curacy  near  Tetbury,  Gloucestershire,  and 
hopes  this  may  be  communicated  to  R.S.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  27 


NICHOLS,  John 

1.  [London] 

2.  [London] 

3.  Soho  Square 


4.  [London] 


5.  Soho  Square 


6.  Soho  Square 


7.  Soho  Square 


(1745-1826).  Printer  and  Historian 

1787  Jan.  30  Reports  the  present  state  of  the  General  Index  [of  Phil. 

Trans.\  now  in  course  of  printing.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  98 

1791  Dec.  27  Returns  thanks  to  B.  and  to  R.S.  for  favours  received  over 
a  long  series  of  years.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  120 

1791  Dec.  28  #  Returns  thanks  for  the  fine  plate  of  Threckington  Church 
sent  with  his  letter;  states  the  reasons  why  R.S.  have  changed  their  printer; 
they  have  no  dissatisfaction  with  N.  but  have  adopted  [William]  Bulmer 
(q.v.)  because  of  his  new  process  of  printing.  [Nichols,  L.I.  4.  697.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  120  vo. 
1791  Dec.  30  Expresses  his  thanks  for  B.’s  explanation;  he  will  always 
be  pleased  to  add  to  B.’s  Lincolnshire  records;  Belvoir  is  so  sandwiched  in 
between  the  counties  of  Leicester  and  Lincoln  that  it  has  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  historians  of  both;  if  B.  has  in  his  collections  any  historical 
notice  of  Belvoir,  it  will  be  very  welcome.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  123 
1791  Dec.  30  *  He  had  always  believed  Belvoir  to  be  in  Leicestershire 
and  consequently  omitted  it  from  his  Lincolnshire  records;  having 
visited  the  Castle  in  connection  with  the  new  canal  from  Grantham,  he 
learns  that  the  domain  is  in  Lincolnshire,  as  appears  already  from  the 
monastic  registers.  [Belvoir  is  partly  in  both  counties.] 

Nichols,  L.I.  4.  697 

1795  July  11  *  He  sent  a  Latin  paper  on  the  Cayu  Upas,  the  poisonous 
tree  of  the  East  Indies,  for  publication  in  the  [Gentleman  s\  Magazine ; 
he  desires  it  to  be  returned  as  Sir  George  Staunton,  to  whom  it  belongs, 
has  asked  for  it.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  698 

1795  July  19  *  He  understands  that  N.  has  a  collection  of  old  news¬ 
papers,  and  if  he  has  the  Craftsman  for  March  and  July,  1728,  he  requests 
the  loan  of  it;  acknowledges  the  paper  on  the  Upas  Tree,  which  has  been 
returned  to  Sir  George  Staunton.  Nichols,  L.I.  4.  698 
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8.  Soho  Square  1797  Apl.  21  *  Calls  attention  to  a  supposed  error  in  the  Index  to  the 
Gentleman' s  Magazine  relating  to  the  Marquis  of  Worcester,  and  asks  for 
the  correct  reference.  [The  reference  is  correct,  Vol.  54,  p.  264.] 

Nichols,  L.I.  4.  699 


NICHOLS,  Morgan 

1.  Bath  1791  Mar.  14  Describes  a  new  method  of  cooking  potatoes ;  he  is  making 

a  bread  partly  of  flour  and  partly  of  potatoes  and  has  demonstrated  it 
before  the  Mayor  and  many  gentlemen,  including  Mr.  [Thomas]  Coltman 
[a  Lincolnshire  neighbour  of  B.  ( q.v .)] ;  he  is  making  experiments  to  prevent 
stored  potatoes  from  sprouting  and  to  pot  them  for  sea  voyages. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  87 


NICHOLSON,  William  (1753-1815).  Scientific  Editor 

x.  Norton  1788  Mar.  20  Makes  appointment  to  demonstrate  an  Electrical  Machine; 

Street  Dr.  Blagden  has  already  seen  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  182 

2.  Norton  1788  Mar.  22  Requests  the  return  of  the  Electrical  Machine  in  order  that 

Street  some  adjustments  may  be  made  before  demonstrating  it  again. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  184 

3.  Soho  Square1  1802  Mar.  12  Asks  permission  to  publish  in  Philosophical  Journal,  of 

which  he  is  editor,  notices  of  R.S.  papers  as  soon  as  they  are  separately 
issued  instead  of  waiting  till  the  completion  of  the  volumes  of  Phil.  Trans. 
in  which  they  appear,  as  is  regularly  done  in  Continental  journals. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  4 
D.T.C.  13.  48-50 

4.  Soho  Square  1802  Mar.  12  *  Differs  from  his  view;  the  object  of  the  R.S.  is  to 

circulate  knowledge  as  widely  as  possible  and  foreign  journalists  republish 
papers  in  their  own  countries,  but  British  journalists  being  given  the 
privilege  of  entire  volumes,  he  considers  it  a  favour  for  which  they  should 
be  grateful,  and  which  R.S.  might  withdraw  if  liberties  are  taken. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  5 
D.T.C.  13.  51-52 


5.  Soho  Square 

6.  Soho  Square 


7.  Soho  Square 


8.  Soho  Square 


1802  Apl.  23  Proposes  to  dedicate  the  new  series  of  Phil.  Journal  to  B. 
and  encloses  wording  of  the  dedication.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  25-26 

D.T.C.  13.  76-77 

1802  Apl.  24  *  Is  obliged  for  the  compliment  proposed  but  declines  it 
as  their  views  on  the  rights  of  journalists  differ  so  widely;  he  would  be 
embarrassed  if  he  had  to  enter  into  hostility  with  a  journal  inscribed  to 
him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  25  vo. 

D.T.C.  13.  78 

1802  Apl.  25  Politely  explains  that  as  he  has  never  used  the  indulgence 
granted  by  R.S.  but  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  given,  he  can  see  no  grounds 
on  which  B.  might  enter  into  hostility  to  his  journal ;  intends  at  a  future 
date  to  make  amended  proposals.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  27-28 

D.T.C.  13.  86-89 

1802  June  28  Summarizes  the  previous  correspondence  and  conversa¬ 
tions  with  B.  on  the  propriety  of  publishing  papers  of  R.S.,  and  restates 


1  Nicholson  occupied  a  house  in  Soho  Square  near  that  of  B. 
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his  case  as  he  now  understands  it;  he  has  never  violated  the  rules  of  R.S. 
but  once,  and  that  was  through  a  misunderstanding  which  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  apologized  for.  [Draft  in  B.’s  hand  attached  to  a  circular  to 
Fellows  of  R.S.  requesting  them  not  to  permit  the  reprinting  of  their 
papers  until  one  month  after  the  publication  of  the  completed  vol.  of 
Phil.  Trans.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  31-33 

NICOL,  George  (1761-1829).  Bookseller  to  the  King 

1.  Strand  1783  Oct.  9  Reports  serious  irregularities  regarding  the  plates  [for 

Cook’s  Voyages] ;  those  delivered  by  the  printer  are  deficient  in  number, 
the  coppers  are  badly  worn,  the  paper  dirty  and  of  inferior  quality;  delays 
are  caused  by  the  engravers  and  by  [James]  Webber  ( q.v .) ;  proposes  a  plan 
for  dealing  with  the  situation.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  2 17-2 19 

2.  Strand  1783  Oct.  23  Reports  further  troubles  with  the  engravers  and  printers 

of  the  plates ;  progress  is  being  made  with  printing  the  text. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  226-227 

3.  [Strand  1783  Oct.  28]  He  is  keeping  a  vigilant  watch  on  the  printing  of  the 

plates;  comments  on  the  capability  or  otherwise  of  the  various  people 
employed  on  the  work.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  229-230 

4.  Strand  [1 783]  —  On  returning  from  the  Queen’s  House,  he  called  at  the  Crown 

and  Anchor  [where  the  R.S.  Club  met]  to  show  B.  specimen  sheets  of  the 
printing,  but  was  too  late;  these  have  been  approved  by  the  King;  the 
Queen,  who  was  present,  also  highly  approved  them. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  31 1 

5.  Strand  [1784]  —  Returns  the  papers  relating  to  balloons  and  agrees  with 

Blagden  that  the  author  is  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  subject; 
with  Webber’s  approval,  he  has  allowed  Dr.  Douglas  and  Capt.  King  to 
have  a  set  of  plates  [of  Cook’s  Voyages]  which  they  require  for  reference; 
progress  of  the  Chart.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  282 

6.  Strand  [1784]  —  Details  plans  for  the  division  of  profits  on  the  first  edition; 

Capt.  [James]  Burney,  just  returned  from  India,  desires  a  copy  of  the 
work;  asks  B.’s  approval  before  giving  him  one. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  283 

7.  Strand  1784  Sept.  14  Reports  that  Stephens  [Sec.  Admiralty]  directs  that  the 

profits  of  the  book  are  to  be  divided  between  Mrs.  Cook,  the  Executors  of 
Capt.  Cook,  Lieut.  Bligh  and  himself ;  states  that  the  2nd  edition  would 
be  sold  within  a  few  months  of  its  completion.  D.T.C.  4.  55-56 

8.  Strand  1786  Jan.  1  Has  returned  the  manuscript  left  in  his  hands  by  B. ;  has 

received  from  the  Admiralty  the  proper  documents  for  the  division  of 
profits  on  Cook’s  Voyages  and  will  proceed  to  pay  the  money  as  directed ; 
sends  a  list  of  Glossaries.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  48 

9.  Strand  1786  May  n  He  had  endeavoured  for  three  weeks  to  “recover  the  poor 

deluded  author”  from  the  situation  his  religious  fervour  has  plunged  him 
in,  and  the  consequent  distress  of  his  wife.  [Note  by  B.,  “Newland  left 
his  Family  &  offerd  himself  to  the  Chartreuse  as  a  monk  but  the  Religious 
there  were  liberal  and  refusd  to  accept  him.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  64 
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io.  Strand  1786  May  16  Informs  B.  that  Newland  has  returned  to  his  wife  much 


11.  Pall  Mall 

ashamed  of  his  conduct  and  repentant;  he  has  expressed  a  fear  that  B.  will 
not  forgive  him,  but  he  has  assured  him  of  B.’s  liberal  thinking  and  that  he 
(B.)  will  regard  his  late  conduct  merely  as  a  temporary  aberration. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  65 

1788  Sept.  8  Has  delivered  B.’s  packet  to  the  King;  the  legal  books 

required  by  B.  have  been  sent  [to  Revesby]  by  the  Horncastle  wagon; 
enquires  which  edition  of  the  Statutes  B.  requires ;  failing  health  of  Mrs. 
Nicol.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  202-203 

12.  [Pall  Mall 

1789 — ]  Aiton  has  presented  the  Catalogue  [Hortus  Kezvensis]  to  the 

King  and  was  graciously  received;  H.M.  has  ordered  100  copies;  the  book 
is  not  yet  published  and  he  desires  to  know  the  pleasure  of  H.M.  as  to 
presentation  copies.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  312 

13.  Pall  Mall 

[1789  Apl.  22]  Expresses  his  pleasure  at  the  King’s  recovery;  the 

Spanish  Proclamation  he  gave  to  a  Spaniard  resident  in  England  to 
translate,  but  as  he  neglected  to  do  it,  has  attempted  the  translation 
himself;  as  the  King  will  pass  through  Pall  Mall  to-morrow  [on  his  way 
to  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral],  offers  B.  or  his  friends  a  view  from  his  windows. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  352 

14.  Pall  Mall 

1789  July  31  [To  Miss  S.  S.  Banks.]  Knowing  her  interest  in  provincial 

dialects,  he  sends  a  list  of  words  drawn  up  by  a  Norfolk  lady  who  is 
conversant  with  the  subject;  some  of  the  words  seem  to  be  peculiar  to 
Norfolk  but  others  are  found  in  various  counties;  if  he  can  add  only  one 
word  to  Miss  Banks’s  list  he  will  be  happy.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  32640.  237 

15.  Pall  Mall 

[1789  — ]  He  has  received  from  [George]  Keate  a  poem  which  he 

desires  B.  to  see,  and  if  there  is  nothing  improper  in  it,  it  will  be  published 
in  a  magazine;  sends  also  a  note  for  Mr.  Whiteford  [Caleb  Whitefoord  ?] 
concerning  his  friendship  with  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  354 

16.  Pall  Mall 

[1789  — ]  Explains  that  he  sent  Whiteford’s  note  to  B.  reluctantly, 

although  it  was  friendly;  he  (N.)  considers  his  own  friendship  with  B. 
“one  of  the  proudest  passages  of  my  life”;  and  hopes  he  will  always 
deserve  it;  he  would  do  nothing  to  injure  [Peter]  Elmsley,  who  of  all  his 
trade  is  the  most  esteemed  and  with  whom  he  has  always  been  on  the  most 
friendly  terms.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  355 

17.  Pall  Mall 

[1791  Dec.  — ]  Refers  to  some  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  brother  of 

[William]  Bulmer  ( q.v .)  who  has  been  appointed  printer  to  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  356 

18.  [Soho  Square  1794?  — ]  *  Returns  thanks  for  copies  of  Bligh’s  statement  [Answers  to 
Certain  Assertions ,  1794] ;  he  will  consult  Bligh’s  friends  as  to  dealing  with 


19.  [Pall  Mall 

the  sheets  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  [William]  Bulmer;  he  will  be 
pleased  to  see  Eyles  Travis  or  any  of  N.’s  friends  at  his  weekly  soirees. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35155.  100 

1797  Sept.  28]  Consults  B.  on  the  3rd  and  4th  parts  of  [Francis] 

Masson’s  Stapeliae ;  if  they  are  to  be  published  now,  he  will  put  them  on 
the  market  with  the  4th  fasc.  of  Plants  of  the  Coromandel  which  is  now 
ready.  [Note  by  B.  (at  Revesby),  “To  publish  3rd  now  &  leave  4th  for 
3  or  4  months”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  113-114 
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Nicol,  George,  continued 


20.  Pall  Mall 


21.  Pall  Mall 


22.  Pall  Mall 


23.  Pall  Mall 


i8ox  Jan.  14  Reports  a  profit  of  £4000  from  the  sales  of  Cook’s  Third 
Voyage;  it  would  have  brought  in  £12,000  if  sold  at  a  fairer  price. 

D.T.C.  12.  156 

1801  Aug.  27  [Peter]  Elmsley,  the  bookseller,  retired  from  business  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  assistant,  [David]  Bremner,  who  still  traded  under 
Elmsley’s  name;  Bremner  is  now  dead  and  the  business  has  been  disposed 
of;  he  (N.)  desires  to  become  the  publisher,  if  only  nominally,  of  Phil. 
Trans,  and  asks  for  B.’s  support  when  the  matter  is  considered  by  the 
Council  of  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  31 1 

1803  May  16  The  engraver  wishes  to  know  what  inscriptions  are  to  be 
inserted  in  the  “ticket  plate”  [invitation-card]  for  the  Ball  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Bath ;  sends  a  specimen  of  the  paper  to  be  used  for  this.  D.  T.C.  9.  234A 
1807  May  30  Encloses  Wilkins’s  account  for  type-cutting  for  the 
hieroglyphics,  paper  and  printing  400  copies  of  the  work  (not  named) ; 
the  sum  paid  by  Lord  Spencer  and  B.  and  receipted  by  N. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  250-253 


NIETTE,  — 

1.  —  - The  Prince  of  Bouillon  has  suggested  that  B.  might  grant  him  (N.) 

the  favour  of  allowing  him  to  dedicate  to  him  a  book  he  has  in  preparation, 
as  it  would  be  a  great  stimulus ;  sends  the  English  translation  of  an  earlier 
work.  [French.].  [The  titles  and  subjects  of  the  books  are  not  named.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  279 


NIVA,  —  (Citoyen) 

1.  [London]  —  Feb.  1 1  He  is  delivering  two  lithographs  which  have  been  sent  to  him 
from  France  by  Dupont  de  Nemours  (q.v.),  for  the  staircase  [of  R.S.  or 
Soho  Square?].  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  310 


NOLLEKENS,  Joseph  (1727-1833).  Sculptor 
1.  Soho  Square  1803  Jan.  14  *  Requests  the  loan  of  the  bust  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford, 
as  he  wishes  to  have  a  medal  made  from  it.  [On  verso,  draft  reply  that  he 
cannot  part  with  the  bust,  but  B.  may  send  the  medallist  to  work  in  his 
studio.]  Wellcome ,  69293.  (2) 


NOOTH,  John  Mervin.  Superintendent-General  of  Hospitals 

1.  Quebec  1794  Oct.  16  Has  sent  3  doz.  plants  of  Cypripedium  calceolus  and  a  few 

of  Sarracenia  purpurea ,  packed  in  moss ;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  Zizania 
aquatica  succeeds  so  well  in  Europe ;  it  supports  a  great  number  of  Indians 
and  large  flocks  of  wild  geese  and  ducks;  describes  the  Indian  method  of 
gathering  the  seeds ;  efficiency  of  wet  moss  as  a  packing  material  for  living 
plants ;  has  seen  the  process  of  making  maple-sugar ;  beer  is  also  made  from 
the  juice ;  news  of  revolts  in  America ;  fears  that  there  will  be  war  between 
Canada  and  the  United  States;  the  news  from  Flanders  is  disquieting. 

D.T.C.  9.  110-113 


NO  REN,  Eric 

1.  Wimar  1796  Sept.  29  Sends  a  dissertation  on  the  Determination  of  Sex;  his 

theory  has  been  put  into  practice  on  many  occasions  and  has  resulted  in 
the  procreation  of  the  sex  desired  by  the  parents ;  it  has  also  been  successful 
in  cases  of  sterility.  [Latin.  See  Lung,  S.  I.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098. 372-373 
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NORTH  (nee  BANNISTER),  Henrietta  Maria  (d.  1796).  Wife  of  Brownlow  North,  Bishop 
of  Winchester 


1.  Winchester 
House, 
Chelsea 


2.  [Soho  Square 


3.  Farnham 
Castle 


4.  [Soho  Square 


1787  July  27  Sends  13  of  the  drawings  by  Brown  for  which  B.  sub¬ 
scribed  ;  three  more  are  still  to  come,  but  the  remainder  of  the  subscription, 
2\  guineas,  need  not  be  paid  till  all  are  delivered;  contrary  to  the  printed 
proposals,  there  will  be  no  letterpress  as  the  artist  has  lost  heavily,  but  he 
is  willing  to  refund  the  first  payment  of  2\  guineas  to  subscribers  who 
disapprove  of  this  alteration  of  the  plans.  [This,  and  the  following  letters, 
are  printed  in  Edw.  Smith,  1 86-1 88.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  138 

1787  Aug.  6]  *  As  Brown  has  not  fulfilled  the  promises  of  his  proposals, 
will  accept  his  offer  of  giving  up  half  the  subscription;  but  as  Br.  appears 
to  be  a  loser,  he  is  willing  to  return  the  13  drawings  and  leave  the  25- 
guineas  already  paid  in  his  hands.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  138  vo-  139 
1787  Aug.  9  Regrets  that  B.  has  misunderstood  Brown’s  proposals;  she 
did  not  intend  to  impress  B.  with  compassion  but  merely  to  give  the 
option  of  taking  the  drawings  or  not,  as  Brown  is  not  in  need  of  pecuniary 
assistance,  and  she  declines  his  offer  of  the  z\  guineas;  she  will  send  the 
drawings  and  leave  the  money  at  Soho  Square. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  140 
1787  Aug.  10]  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  Brown  is  not  in  need  of  assistance 
as  he  inferred  from  her  previous  letter;  he  rates  the  drawings  low  as 
botanical  subjects,  and  thinks  the  artist’s  talents  are  better  adapted  to 
designing  patterns  for  weaving  or  needlework. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  140  vo. — 141 


NORTON,  Hugh  (1752-1819).  Innkeeper  at  Tumby,  Lines. 

1.  Tumby  1811  Sept.  23  [To  John  Parkinson,  Steward  of  Revesby.]  Reports  a 

meeting  of  parishioners  to  appoint  a  pindar  [cattle-pound  keeper]  for  the 
parish  in  place  of  Sarah  Vinter;  Thomas  Copping  was  chosen,  but  he  is  a 
man  of  bad  character;  relates  anecdotes  and  grievances  arising  from  the 
meeting.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  65-66 

2.  Tumby - Requests  various  favours  of  B.,  his  landlord,  to  plough  certain 

fields  to  grow  Hops,  to  find  a  situation  for  his  son  in  London,  and  for  his 
daughter  as  a  maid  to  Miss  Banks.  [Added  in  B.’s  handwriting,  five  further 
requests  made  by  Norton.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  79 


NOTARIANNI,  Francesco  Antonio  (1759-1843).  Physician 

1.  Fondi  1794  Jan.  5  Requests  a  copy  of  Kaempfer’s  leones-,  he  has  a  collection 

of  local  Insects  ready  for  B.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  168-169 


NOVOSSILTZOFF,  Nicolas  (1770-1838).  President,  St.  Petersburg  Academy 

1.  Soho  Square  1803  Mar.  7*  Requests  him  to  convey  to  the  Emperor  his  thanks  for 

his  expression  of  appreciation  of  B.’s  assistance  in  making  purchases  of 
sheep  and  cattle  for  export  to  Russia,  as  he  had  previously  assisted  to  send 
plants  from  Kew;  accepts  the  offer  of  bones,  skulls,  etc.,  of  fossil  animals 
from  the  Imperial  Museum.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  275 

D.T.C.  14.  31-32 

2.  [St.  1803  July  7  Is  happy  to  have  had  B.’s  request  for  bones  of  various 

Petersburg]  animals  which  he  now  sends  by  his  servant  who  is  going  to  England ;  they 

include  those  of  the  Mammoth,  on  which  he  would  like  B.’s  opinion ;  asks 
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Novossiltzoff,  Nicolas,  continued 

for  a  drawing  of  the  animal  from  Ohio;  encloses  list  of  bones  and  horns 
sent  (f.  362);  as  President  of  the  Acad,  of  Sciences,  mentions  that  no  parts 
of  Phil.  Trans,  have  been  received  for  several  years,  though  their  own 
publications  have  been  sent  regularly  to  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  360-361 

Nt)RNBERGER,  Friedrich 

1.  Wittenberg  1783  Nov.  12  Gives  an  account  of  the  Triller  Library.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  143 

NUTT  ALL,  — .  Steward  of  Banks’s  Derbyshire  Estate 

x.  Chester  1808  Sept.  9  *  Asks  him  to  proceed  with  all  expedition  to  make  a  plan 

of  the  parish,  showing  the  stratification,  etc. ;  while  he  is  there  Farey  ( q.v .) 
will  give  every  assistance;  Farey  would  colour  the  map  himself  if  he  had 
time,  but  he  is  confident  that  he  (N.)  will  execute  the  map  to  his  perfect 
satisfaction.  [This  relates  to  the  parish  of  Ashover,  in  which  B.’s  Overton 
Hall  estate  was  situated;  it  was  surveyed  for  B.  by  John  Farey  in  1807. 
See  Lloyd,  John,  No.  72.]  Wellcome ,  67766  (c) 

O’BRIEN,  Sir  Lucius  Henry,  3rd  Bart.  (d.  1795).  Politician 

1.  Dublin  1787  Dec.  11  Writes  apologetically,  concluding  “that  there  was  some¬ 

thing  exceeding  short  or  otherwise  improper  in  my  last”;  excuses  himself 
because  of  “Domestic  Calamity”  in  his  house;  he  hopes  he  may  not  be 
deprived  of  the  pleasure  and  instruction  he  has  always  received  in  Soho 
Square.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  43 

2.  [Soho  Square  1787  Dec.  — ]  *  He  thinks  misunderstandings  should  be  forgotten  when 

the  sources  of  them  have  been  cleared  up.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  43  vo. 

ORFORD,  Earl  of — See  Walpole,  Horace. 

ORIANI,  Barnaba,  F.R.S.  (1752-1832).  Mathematician 

1.  Milan  1786  Apl.  8  Sends  an  achromatic  lens  which  belonged  to  the  late  M. 

Fromond;  also  sends  his  Tables  for  computing  the  places  of  the  new 
Planet  discovered  by  Herschel;  they  were  published  in  1783  with  the 
Ephemerides  for  the  year  1785;  sends  also  a  paper  on  the  Graham 
Pendulum  at  Greenwich.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  344 

ORTEGA,  Casimiro  Gomez,  F.R.S.  (1740-1818).  Botanist 

1.  Madrid  1785  Feb.  17  Returns  the  thanks  of  the  Madrid  Academy  for  the  gift 

of  Reliquiae Houstounianae;  sends  for  B.’s  acceptance  some  works  suggested 
by  Virio,  Sec.  to  the  Spanish  Minister  in  London;  sends  a  branch  with 
flowers,  also  seeds  of  Cinchona  for  B.’s  Herbarium;  the  Count  de  Galvez, 
recently  appointed  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  has  promised  to  send  B.  all  the 
botanical  specimens  he  can  procure;  the  King  has  ordered  the  publication 
of  the  manuscripts  of  Dr.  Hernandez,  discovered  in  the  Jesuits’  Library  at 
Madrid.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  144 

2.  Madrid  1785  Apl.  15  Is  sending  his  work  on  Cicuta\  discusses  the  value  of 

Cinchona ;  he  is  expecting  the  manuscript  of  the  20  years’  observations  by 
J.  C.  Mutis,  which  he  is  to  publish  by  royal  command.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  145-146 


41 — B.L. 
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Ortega,  Casimiro  Gomez,  continued 

3.  Madrid  1785  Oct.  18  As  soon  as  he  received  B.’s  letter  of  23rd  Aug.  he  procured 

the  seeds  of  Chirimolla  [. Annona  cherimola ]  which  bear  fruit  well  in 
Valencia  and  are  served  for  the  royal  dessert ;  he  sends  also  the  Transactions 
of  the  Spanish  Royal  Society  requested  by  B. ;  will  send  his  elementary 
book  on  Botany.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  494 

4.  [Madrid  179 2  — ]  Recommends  to  B.,  Gimbernat,  son  of  the  King’s  Surgeon; 

sends  specimens  of  rare  dried  plants;  his  first  pupil  in  botany  [Hipolito] 
Ruiz  [Lopez],  is  about  to  publish  his  work  on  the  seven  species  of  Quinine 
observed  by  him  during  his  eleven  years  in  Peru,  and  promises  B.  an  early 
copy.  [Quinologia,  etc.,  Madrid,  1792.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  417 

5.  Madrid  1794  Aug.  17  Informs  B.  that  Broussonet  ( q.v .  No.  114)  has  just  left; 

he  arrived  at  an  unfortunate  time  and  he  was  able  to  do  little  for  him; 
Broussonet  will  bring  B.  some  specimens  from  the  expedition  to  Peru 
in  which  his  nephew  was  leading  as  botanist.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  466-467 


OSBORN,  John,  F.R.S.  (d.  c.  1815) 


Nimes 


2.  Weimar 


3.  Weimar 


1803  July  16  Having  been  detained  in  France  by  ill  health  is  now  a 
prisoner  of  war;  quotes  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  French  Institut 
recommending  his  release,  and  now  asks  B.  to  join  in  this  effort. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  115-116 
1805  Jan.  12  Is  collecting  coins  and  medals  for  Miss  Banks  and  will 
bring  them  on  his  return ;  German  dairies ;  a  plan  of  the  dairy  of  Stuttgart 
belonging  to  the  Elector  of  Wiirttemberg  will  be  sent  to  B. ;  enquires  about 
the  theodolites  ordered  in  England  for  the  Duke  of  Weimar;  extreme  cold 
of  the  winter,  250  (R.)  below  zero.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  186-187 

1805  Apl.  29  The  theodolites  have  arrived;  the  Duke  is  pleased  with 
them  and  desires  to  thank  B.  for  his  action  in  the  matter,  and  has  ordered 
his  agent  to  pay  the  bill ;  the  medals  for  Miss  Banks  have  been  sent  by  a 
friend;  is  unable  to  travel  because  of  an  accident  to  his  leg;  can  be  com¬ 
municated  with  through  Bidwell  of  Lord  Hawkesbury’s  office. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  199 


OSBORNE,  Sir  George  Robert,  4th  Bart.  (1742-1818). 

1.  Charles  St.,  [1802]  May  20  He  will  communicate  the  proposal  for  a  memorial  to  the 
Berkeley  Sq.  late  Duke  of  Bedford  to  his  friends  in  Bedfordshire.  Wellcome ,  67766.  (38) 

OSMOND,  William.  Corn  Merchant 

1.  Piccadilly  [1812  July  25]  [To  Sir  John  Sinclair  (q.v.,  No.  13).]  He  highly  approves 
Broad’s  method  of  rat-catching,  which  was  most  successfully  used  on  his 
premises  when  in  two  days  five  dozen  rats  were  caught.  [See  Knight, 
T.  A.,  Nos.  57-61.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  41-42 

OUSELEY,  Sir  Gore,  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1770-1844).  Diplomatist  and  Orientalist 

1.  Spring  1819  July  6  #  Thanks  him  for  his  present  [of  seeds  of  a  Rose  from 

Grove  Persia] ;  he  will  do  his  utmost  to  raise  from  them  the  rose  “with  which  the 

Nightingale  is  said  to  be  in  love”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35230.  63 
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OUVAROFF,  Sergius  Semenovitch,  Count  (fl.  1811-1840) 

1.  St.  1811  22  Apl.d  Sends  copies  of  the  newly  published  essay  (title  not 

Petersburg  4  May.  j  specified);  one  is  for  R.S.,  the  others  to  be  distributed 

to  scholars  interested  in  Asiatic  researches.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  hi 


PACCARD,  Michel  Gabriel  (1757-1827).  Physician  and  Naturalist 

1.  [Chamonix  1786  Aug.  — ]  Records  of  height  of  the  mercury  in  Paccard’s  barometer 

taken  at  eight  stations  on  his  (the  first)  ascent  of  Mont  Blanc  on  7-8  Aug. 
1786,  and  of  barometric  and  thermometric  observations  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  by  Baron  A.  T.  von  Gersdorf.  [These  records  were  enclosed  by 
George  Cumberland  in  his  letter  to  B.  of  1786,  Aug.  24  ( q.v .).  See  N.R.R.S. 
11,  236-255.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  437 

PACEY,  Henry  Butler,  F.R.S.  (d.  1785).  Recorder  of  Lincoln 

1.  Boston  1783  —  The  aerial  flight  of  Charles  and  Robert.  Halliday,  209.  6 

2.  Boston  1784  July  14  Requests  B.  to  procure  for  him  a  set  of  the  narrative  of 

Capt.  Cook’s  Voyages.  Halliday,  218.  177 

3.  Boston  1785  Jan.  30  Returns  thanks  to  B.  obtaining  for  him  the  account  of 

Capt.  Cook’s  Voyages.  Halliday,  209.  106 

PACIFICO,  Niccolo,  Marchese  (1734-1799).  Patriot  and  Naturalist 

1.  Naples  1787  June  12  He  has  been  asked  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Smith  to  forward  a  box  of 

books  to  B.  from  Naples ;  is  glad  to  hear  that  the  great  work  on  Australian 
plants  is  going  forward;  will  write  to  enquire  whether  a  copy  of  Cupani’s 
Panphyton  Siculum  can  be  obtained.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  496 

2.  Naples  1787  June  12  Is  sending  the  case  which  Dr.  Smith  left  of  which  he 

spoke  in  the  Latin  letter  which  is  being  sent  by  post;  introduces  Michel 
Marciano,  one  of  his  best  friends,  an  officer,  who  is  going  to  London. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  495 

PADDISON,  Robert.  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Louth  1801  Aug.  22  A  new  turnpike  road  from  Louth  to  Grimsby  is  proposed, 

passing  through  the  intermediate  villages;  as  B.  owns  much  land  on  or 
near  the  route,  his  approval  of  the  scheme  will  materially  promote  it ;  the 
necessary  meetings,  surveys,  and  legislative  powers  will  be  immediately 
put  in  hand.  Hill  Coll.  5.  48 

PAGE,  Sir  Thomas  Hyde,  F.R.S.  (1746-1821).  Military  Engineer 

1.  Dover  1785  Feb.  27  Congratulates  B.  on  the  discovery  of  a  mine  of  Terras, 

which  will  be  valuable  as  a  cement  in  the  works  of  Dover  Harbour ;  gives 
his  views  on  the  construction  and  fortification  of  the  Harbour.  [See 
Schwediaur,  F.  X.,  Nos.  4,  5.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  3-6 

PAGET,  Henry  William,  Earl  of  Uxbridge  (1768-1854) 

1.  [London  1802  — ]  He  subscribes  50  guineas  to  the  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of 

Bedford.  Wellcome,  67766.  (25) 

2.  London  1802  Apl.  13  Sends  the  balance  of  his  subscription  of  50  guineas. 

Wellcome,  67766.  (34) 
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PAINE,  Thomas  (1737-1809).  Political  and  Controversial  Writer 

1.  [London]  1788  July  11  He  has  been  informed  by  a  merchant  in  the  City  that  B. 

will  attend  the  Privy  Council  respecting  the  prohibition  of  Wheat  from 
America  infected  with  the  Hessian  Fly ;  he  offers  to  call  and  give  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  subject.  D.T.C.  6.  46 

2.  [Soho  Square  1789  June  — ]  *  Informs  him  that  the  account  of  his  “experimental 

arch”  [iron  bridge]  has  been  accepted  by  R.S.;  announces  the  death  of 
Ledyard,  which  was  due  to  an  overdose  of  medicine.  Foner,  2.  1291-1292 

3.  [Soho  1789  June  18  *  Encloses  for  the  information  of  Jefferson  and  Paine, 

Square]  extract  from  a  letter  of  [Henry]  Beaufoy  [Sec.  African  Assn.  (9.®.)],  giving  a 

full  account  of  Ledyard’s  death  confirmed  by  [George]  Baldwin,  British 
Consul  in  Cairo  and  [Carlo]  Rosetti  [Consul  for  Austria  and  other  Powers]. 

Foner,  2.  1292-1293 


PALLAS,  Peter  Simon,  F.R.S.  (1741-181 1).  Naturalist  and  Traveller 

1.  St.  1779  Mar.  —  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter;  sends  several  hundred  Siberian 

Petersburg  plants  and  Insects,  and  will  also  send  Birds  and  Mammals;  for  Charles 
Greville  he  sends  Ores  from  Siberia ;  hopes  to  receive  in  exchange  Insects 
and  marine  animals  from  the  Southern  hemisphere,  or  fossils  from  the 
Indies,  Spanish  dominions  and  South  Seas;  sends  some  of  his  own 
publications  and  offers  those  of  the  Academy,  of  Buxbaum  and  of  Am- 
mann;  hopes  B.’s  own  work  will  soon  be  published. 


2.  St. 
Petersburg 

3.  St. 
Petersburg 


4.  St. 

Petersburg 


5.  St. 

Petersburg 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  237-238 

1779  Apl.  —  Introduces  Webber,  a  merchant,  and  repeats  that  he  will 
send  all  the  objects  mentioned  in  his  previous  letter. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  239 

1779  May  —  Notifies  B.  that  the  promised  specimens  have  been  sent  off 
by  Capt.  Parker’s  ship  addressed  to  Greville  and  Darrell;  in  B.’s  box  there 
are  maps  for  Pennant  and  a  parcel  of  seeds  for  Mrs.  Blackburne  of  Oxford; 
has  not  yet  received  the  objects  promised  by  Mrs.  Blackburne;  asks  B.  to 
confirm,  if  true,  the  report  of  a  Frenchman  that  a  cat-rat  hybrid  is  in  the 
King’s  menagerie.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  240 

1 779  Oct.  27-Nov.  7  Is  very  pleased  to  hear  that  the  specimens  have 
been  received ;  sends  more  of  his  manuscript ;  hopes  to  be  able  to  obtain 
the  books  B.  asks  for;  sends  one  on  his  own  travels;  asks  for  British  ores 
in  exchange  for  those  sent  to  Greville.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  241-242 

1779  Dec.  —  Gives  details  of  the  death  of  Capt.  Cook  based  on  messages 
received  by  Sir  James  Harris  from  Kamchatka. 


6.  St. 
Petersburg 

7.  St. 

Petersburg 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  243-245 

1780  June  27-July  8  Informs  B.  that  he  proposed  him  for  membership 

of  the  [Imperial]  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  that  he  has  been  unanimously 
elected.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  246 

1781  Jan.  8/19  Thanks  B.  for  forwarding  correspondence;  has  sent  B. 

some  pamphlets  and  offers  to  send  books,  also  specimens  from  Siberia; 
would  be  glad  to  receive  duplicate  Insects  from  the  South  Seas  and  the 
Cape;  hopes  that  B.  has  received  the  Diploma  of  the  Academy;  messages 
to  Greville  and  Solander;  complains  he  has  received  no  seeds  in  exchange 
for  those  sent  to  Kew.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  36-38 
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8.  St. 

Petersburg 


9.  St. 

Petersburg 


10.  St. 

Petersburg 


11.  St. 

Petersburg 


12.  [St. 

Petersburg 


13.  St. 

Petersburg 


14.  St. 

Petersburg 


1782  Mar.  26/Apl.  6  Has  received  an  increase  in  salary  and  many 

honours  from  the  Empress  and  expects  to  remain  in  Russia;  offers 
duplicates  to  B. ;  reports  discovery  of  a  Woolly  Rhinoceros  in  Siberia  with 
complete  skin.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  105-106 

1783  Sept.  3/14  Thanks  B.  for  the  ores  from  Cornwall  he  has  received, 
but  the  specimens  from  the  South  Seas  have  not  yet  arrived;  hopes  that 
B.  received  the  botanical  papers  which  included  sample  plates  from  the 
work  he  is  publishing  at  the  expense  of  the  Empress;  has  read  in  the 
newspapers  of  a  projected  expedition  to  the  Eastern  and  Southern  Oceans, 
and  wonders  if  there  is  any  chance  of  employing  Hackmann  in  it  from  the 
Academy;  he  is  well  qualified  and  his  prospects  in  Russia  are  very  small. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  234-235 

1783  Sept.  20  Has  sent  “patterns”  of  the  plates  of  his  forthcoming 
botanical  work  by  [Rev.  William]  Coxe ;  recommends  bearer  of  this  letter, 
young  Bush,  son  of  the  Chief  Gardener  of  the  Empress ;  asks  urgently  for 
seeds,  description  and  drawings,  coloured  if  possible,  of  the  Asafoetida 
grown  by  Dr.  Hope  ( q.v .)  at  Edinburgh  from  seeds  collected  in  Persia; 
wants  these  for  inclusion  in  Vol.  2  of  his  work,  as  that  part  of  the  Caucasian 
Mountains  where  the  seeds  were  gathered  is  now  within  the  territory  of 
the  Russian  Empire;  will  send  Vol.  1  to  B.  as  soon  as  completed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  215-216 

1784  Dec.  24-1785  Jan.  4  Sends  some  pamphlets  for  B.,  and  for  Pennant 
a  vol.  of  Acta  Petropolitana  and  a  letter;  hopes  B.  received  Vol.  1  of  his 
Flora  Rossica ;  wishes  for  Bryant’s  account  of  a  species  of  Ly  coper  don,  if  B. 
thinks  it  valuable,  and  would  also  like  some  exotic  insects ;  has  sent  B.  some 
dried  plants  laid  between  sheets  of  the  book  for  Pennant;  if  B.  will  state 
his  requirements,  can  send  a  good  quantity  of  Siberian  seeds. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  147 

1784  or  1785]  Printed  description  of  the  Malachite  discussed  by 

Matthew  Guthrie  (q.v.),  in  which  it  is  stated  that  more  information  can  be 
supplied  by  B.,  and  offers  received  by  him.  [With  note  by  Guthrie  that 
this  notice  was  written  by  Pallas  and  that  the  price  of  the  specimen  is 
1000  guineas  or  gold  louis.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  104-105 

1785  June  2/13  Thanks  B.  for  his  present  which  is  not  yet  released  from 

the  Custom  House ;  he  will  send  on  to  Behm,  Tooke  and  Staehlin  the  [Capt. 
Cook]  medals  intended  for  them ;  the  copy  of  Cook’s  Voyages  for  the  priest 
at  Paratorinka  arrived  in  time  to  be  conveyed  to  Billings  who  was  in  Cook’s 
expedition  and  knows  the  priest  personally;  Billings  has  been  in  the 
Russian  service  for  18  months  and  intends  to  complete  the  discoveries  of 
Capts.  Cook  and  Clerke;  on  his  (P.’s)  recommendation  to  the  Empress, 
Billings  is  to  set  out  on  a  scientific  expedition ;  details  of  proposed  route ; 
has  recommended  a  Frenchman  as  naturalist;  this  expedition  will  make 
an  opportunity  for  B.  to  send  Nelson  or  some  other  collector;  wishes  to 
sell  his  own  enormous  collection  for  the  benefit  of  his  two  daughters; 
wants  2500  gs.  for  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  148-149 

1785  Aug.  13/24  Has  not  yet  had  B.’s  reply  concerning  Capt.  Billings’s 
expedition;  requests  B.  to  clear  up  the  matter  of  the  chronometers 
ordered  by  the  Empress  from  [John]  Arnold;  when  Billings’s  expedition 
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was  decided  upon,  Alexander  Sutherland  was  ordered  t<ypay  for  them  in 
London  on  delivery,  but  nothing  has  been  heard  of  them ;  B.  is  therefore 
urged  to  press  for  their  delivery,  and  to  send  a  report  on  the  chronometer 
on  trial  at  Greenwich  for  the  Empress;  the  Russian  Consul  in  London, 
Baxter,  has  been  written  to,  but  he  knows  B.  will  have  more  weight  with 
Arnold;  the  expedition  cannot  start  without  the  chronometers;  sends 
some  advertisements  of  a  general  vocabulary  of  all  languages  which  the 
Empress,  against  his  wishes,  has  charged  him  to  complete;  asks  B.’s  help 
with  some  of  the  missing  British  dialects  and  asks  him  to  send  some  of  the 
advts.  to  Bryant  and  Pennant.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  1 50-1 51 

1786  Oct.  22  O.S.  Returns  thanks  for  ores  and  insects  received;  also  for 

Ellis’s  posthumous  plates  of  Zoophytes;  has  informed  the  Academy  of 
Herschel’s  discovery;  urges  B.  to  use  his  influence  to  expedite  the  repair 
and  return  of  one  of  Arnold’s  chronometers  belonging  to  the  Empress; 
hopes  soon  to  send  Vol.  2  of  Flora  Rossica,  Siberian  plants  and  ores,  etc.; 
Sir  Ashton  Lever’s  Museum  has  been  offered  to  the  Empress,  but  the 
matter  is  not  yet  settled.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  104-105 

1787  Dec.  18/29  Encloses  letter  from  the  American  traveller  Ledyard 

describing  his  journey  to  Siberia  with  Dr.  Browne;  enquires  again  about 
the  chronometer  sent  to  England  in  June  1786;  asks  for  various  seeds  and 
hopes  Coxe  has  delivered  copies  of  the  Empress’s  General  Vocabulary  for 
B.  and  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  106 

1790  Oct.  19/30  Asks  B.’s  help  for  the  bearer,  a  survivor  of  a  shipwreck 
at  Kamchatka  four  years  ago;  feels  proud  of  being  “admitted  to  your 
fellowship  by  the  Academy  of  Paris”;  has  sent,  in  a  parcel  of  books  to 
Elmsley,  Vol.  2  of  Flora  Rossica  and  2nd  part  of  the  Vocabulary  for  B.’s 
library.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  418-419 

PALMERSTON,  Viscount — See  Temple,  Henry,  and  Henry  John. 

PALSSON,  Bjarni  (1719-1779).  State  physician  of  Iceland 

1.  Nes,  1772  Oct-  4  Sends  greetings  to  B.  and  his  companions  and  offers  to  show 

Iceland  them  his  collections.  [Latin.]  Brabourne,  36 

PANCKOUCKE,  Charles  Joseph  (1736-1798).  Bookseller 

1.  [Paris]  1783  June  21  Forwards  invoice  for  eight  cases  sent  to  London  and  gives 

various  business  details;  hardly  dares  to  ask  again  for  Cook’s  Third 
Voyage,  but  relies  entirely  on  B.’s  expressed  desire  to  oblige  him.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  217-218 

PARADISE,  John,  F.R.S.  (1743-1795) 

1.  Williams-  1787  Nov.  22  Regrets  he  was  unable  to  visit  B.  before  leaving  England; 

burg,  Virginia  offers  his  services,  particularly  in  collecting  Minerals. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  156 

PARK,  Alexander.  Brother  of  Mungo  Park 

1.  Selkirk  1813  June  25  As  a  brother  and  executor  of  the  late  Mungo  Park  and 

guardian  of  his  children,  asks  B.  whether  the  publication  of  his  travels 
announced  by  [George]  Nicol  is  issued  under  the  authority  of  Government 
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17.  St. 

Petersburg 
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or  of  the  African  Association;  if  his  brother  had  returned  he  would  certainly 
have  published  the  work  himself ;  he  considers  that  his  children  are  entitled 
to  the  profits  of  the  work  and  asks  for  B.’s  interest  to  arrange  this;  hopes 
that  an  Edinburgh  publisher  (Oliphant,  Waugh  &  Innes)  will  be  employed, 
or  if  the  book  is  published  in  London,  that  their  name  may  appear  also  on 
the  title-page.  D.T.C.  18.  254-256 

2.  Soho  Square  1813  June  29  *  He  had  intended  to  superintend  the  publication  of  the 
second  volume  of  Mungo  Park’s  travels  himself  and  to  place  it  in  the  hands 
of  Nicol  who  published  the  first  volume,  on  condition  that  the  profits  were 
paid  to  the  executor  for  the  benefit  of  M.  P.’s  widow  and  children; 
Government,  however,  to  whom  all  the  papers  of  the  second  journey 
belong,  decided  that  the  publication  should  be  issued  by  the  African 
Institution  [a  different  body  from  B.’s  African  Association],  and  this 
body  will  accordingly  undertake  the  work  and  give  the  profits  to  the  family 
of  M.  P. ;  he  has  little  acquaintance  with  this  body  and  cannot  intrude  in 
their  affairs,  but  has  little  hopes  of  the  work  being  so  productive  in  their 
hands  as  it  would  have  been  in  those  of  Nicol;  as  [William]  Wilberforce 
is  a  leading  member  of  the  Institution  and  is  a  kindly  man,  he  hopes 
that  as  much  as  possible  will  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  family,  and 
suggests  communication  with  him.  D.T.C.  18.257-258 


PARK,  Mungo  (1771-1806).  African  Explorer 

1.  Antigua  1797  Nov.  13  As  the  vessel  in  which  he  took  passage  to  America  has  put 
into  Antigua  in  distress,  he  has  been  obliged  to  draw  a  bill  on  B.  for  £40. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  209 


2.  Thorney 
Street, 
Bloomsbury 


[1798]  Sept.  14  When  B.  read  him  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
recommending  him  for  the  expedition  to  New  South  Wales  he  thought  he 
had  achieved  his  highest  ambition;  finding  the  salary  too  small,  however, 
he  now  declines  it,  and  as  the  ship  is  to  sail  in  ten  days,  the  time  is  too 
short  for  the  necessary  preparations  to  be  made.  Webster  Coll.  <I3> 

D.T.C.  11.  71-72 


3.  [Thorney 
Street] 


4.  Spring 
Grove 


5.  Spring 
Grove 


1798  Sept.  20  Has  considered  the  conversation  with  B.  at  Spring  Grove 
and  thanks  B.  for  what  he  has  done,  but  the  misunderstandings  have  so 
damped  his  enthusiasm  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise  that  he 
prefers  to  wait  for  some  other  opportunity  than  to  disappoint  his  patron. 

D.T.C.  11.  79 

1798  Sept.  21  *  Being  unacquainted  with  the  motive  which  has  caused 
him  to  decline  an  engagement  which  he  had  previously  solicited  with 
eagerness,  he  will  use  no  arguments;  from  his  previous  transactions  with 
P.  he  is  surprised  to  find  his  enthusiasm  damped  by  the  small  difference 
in  the  pay  expected  and  offered.  D.T.C.  11.  80 

1798  Sept.  25  *  Has  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office 
authorizing  him  to  offer  12s.  6 d.  a  day,  2 s.  6 d.  more  than  originally  fixed; 
respecting  outfit,  he  will  undertake  that  he  receives  a  sum  sufficient  for  all 
necessary  instruments  and  for  presents  to  the  natives;  as  he  conceived 
all  misunderstanding  had  been  explained  in  the  interview  he  had  with  him, 
he  is  surprised  to  find  him  pleading  it  a  second  time  as  a  reason  for 
declining  the  engagement ;  misunderstanding  must  now  cease  and  he  must 
state  openly  his  motive  for  declining.  [See  Moss,  R.]  D.T.C.  11.  86-87 
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8.  Revesby 
Abbey 


9.  Stilton 


10.  [Revesby 
Abbey 


11.  [London 


continued 

1798]  Sept.  26  Explains  that  12s.  per  day  and  £100  for  outfit  was  origi¬ 
nally  proposed  but  he  afterwards  found  that  only  10s.  was  offered  and  no 
outfit;  he  regrets  he  cannot  accept  the  terms  offered  even  as  they  now 
stand.  D.T.C.  11.  88-89 

1801  Oct.  13  Informs  B.  that  he  left  London  downhearted  because  his 
dream  of  settling  in  New  Holland  had  disappeared;  on  returning  to 
Scotland,  he  thought  of  taking  a  farm,  but  the  high  cost  of  cattle  and  other 
expenses  made  the  speculation  too  hazardous;  as  a  surgeon  of  eminence 
in  Peebles  had  died,  he  decided  to  succeed  him;  this  not  only  gives  him 
immediate  employment,  but  if  anything  better  presented  itself,  he  could 
hand  over  his  practice  to  his  younger  brother  [Alexander  Park]  or  to  his 
brother-in-law  [Alexander  Anderson] ;  if  a  more  eligible  situation  offered 
he  would  “gladly  hang  up  lancet  and  plaister-ladle”.  D.T.C.  12.  265-266 

1803  Oct.  10  *  He  has  been  requested  by  Lord  Hobart  to  instruct  P. 
to  call  at  his  office  in  Downing  Street,  there  to  enquire  for  Mr.  Vansittart 
and  to  send  in  his  name  and  B.’s;  believes  that  the  expedition  to  be  set  on 
foot,  of  which  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  speak,  will  suit  his  wishes  and  that 
proper  terms  of  engagement  will  be  offered.  D.T.C.  14.  161 

1803  Oct.  20  Informs  B.  that  the  offer  made  to  him  was  to  make  another 

expedition  into  Africa  to  discover  the  mouth  of  the  Niger;  he  would  be 
allowed  a  guard  of  25  soldiers,  10s.  a  day  for  subsistance  and  £200  a  year 
while  in  Africa ;  before  deciding,  he  must  consult  his  wife  and  is  returning 
to  Scotland  for  that  purpose.  D.T.C.  14.  162 

1803]  Oct.  26  *  Is  not  sufficiently  informed  of  the  details  of  the  proposed 
expedition  to  write  on  the  subject ;  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will 
suit  him,  and  as  the  remuneration  offered  seems  handsome,  he  strongly 
advises  acceptance  of  the  offer.  D.T.C.  14.  163 

1804  Dec.  — ]  [To  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  Colonies.] 

Submits  “  a  Particular  Account  ’  ’  of  the  expedition ;  its  chief  purpose  is  the 
expansion  of  British  commerce  and  the  enlargement  of  geographical 
knowledge,  to  examine  the  routes  by  which  goods  can  be  carried  to  the 
Niger,  to  record  the  physical  features  of  the  country,  water  supply,  means 
of  obtaining  provisions,  the  safety  or  danger  of  the  route,  the  attitude  of 
native  merchants  and  the  strength  of  the  guard  necessary  for  protection; 
to  survey  the  course  of  the  Niger  and  to  find  its  end,  and  to  take  observa¬ 
tions  of  latitude  and  longitude  at  each  point  reached ;  states  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  expedition ;  the  strength  required  to  be  30  European  soldiers, 
6  European  carpenters,  20  negroes,  50  asses  and  6  horses;  arms,  tools  and 
equipment  for  camp  and  for  building  two  boats  on  the  Niger;  goods  for 
barter  and  presents  to  chiefs ;  details  of  the  route  proposed ;  possible 
routes  for  return;  if  the  river  takes  a  southward  course  and  joins  the 
Congo,  to  follow  the  latter  and  embark  at  its  mouth  for  St.  Helena  or  W. 
Indies;  states  his  reasons  for  believing  that  the  Niger  communicates  with 
the  Congo  [based  on  information  supplied  by  George  Maxwell  ( q.v.)\ . 

D.T.C.  15.  232-240 


12.  [Soho  Square  1804  Dec.  18]*  [Memoranda  for  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
Park’s  expedition.]  Summarizes  what  is  known  of  the  course  of  the  Niger, 
its  probable  outlet,  etc.,  and  the  wet  and  dry  seasons ;  if  Park  can  sail  on  or 
before  8th  Jan.  he  will  have  six  months  for  the  voyage  by  sea  and  the 
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journey  to  the  point  at  which  he  means  to  navigate  the  Niger;  two  months 
will  be  needed  for  felling  and  sawing  timber  and  building  his  boats;  [the 
foregoing  was  written  after  a  conference  with  Lord  Camden  on  Dec.  18] ; 
recommends  that  a  sloop  be  provided  to  convey  the  transport  into  the 
Gambia ;  that  Park  should  have  the  rank  of  captain  and  Anderson  that  of 
lieutenant ;  orders  to  be  given  to  the  Garrison  at  Goree  to  co-operate  and 
to  assist  Park  in  the  selection  of  volunteers  so  as  to  have  men  of  good 
physique,  power  of  endurance,  high  character,  and  skill  in  arms ;  historical 
account  of  the  expedition  of  [Andre]  Brue  in  1698  up  the  Senegal  River; 
Park  to  be  given  legal  authority  to  command  the  military  party  and  to 
prevent  attempts  at  mutiny;  possible  loss  of  men  and  beasts  by  sickness, 
etc.  D.T.C.  15.  242-248 

1805  Mar.  13  [To  James  Dickson.]  His  party  are  all  in  good  health  except 
Anderson  who  has  rheumatism,  but  is  recovering;  has  bought  all  the  corn 
he  will  need  and  24  asses  and  will  buy  32  more;  expects  to  sail  for  Goree 
on  1 6th  or  17th  March ;  if  all  goes  well  will  date  a  letter  from  the  Niger  by 
4th  June.  [Copy  in  B.’s  handwriting.]  Dazvson  MS.  46.  28 

1805  Apl.  26  Is  in  good  health  and  proceeding  with  as  much  success  as 
he  can  expect;  has  written  to  Lord  Camden  giving  an  account  of  his 
proceedings  since  he  left  England  and  has  requested  that  his  dispatch  may 
be  shown  to  B. ;  has  had  little  opportunity  for  Natural  History,  but  is 
sending  three  specimens  to  B.,  of  the  “self-burning  tree”,  of  the  gum¬ 
bearing  Kins  tree,  and  the  root  of  a  plant  used  by  the  natives  as  a  yellow 
dye;  if  any  unfavourable  reports  of  the  expedition  are  received,  begs  B. 
to  endeavour  to  keep  them  out  of  the  newspapers  or  from  reaching  the  ears 
of  his  wife  and  mother.  D.T.C.  15.  356-357 

1805  Apl.  26  Abstract  in  B.’s  handwriting  of  Park’s  dispatch  received  at 
the  Foreign  Office  1st  Aug.;  a  diary  of  events  from  sailing  from  Ports¬ 
mouth,  31st  Jan.  to  his  stay  in  Kayee,  26th  Apl. ;  at  Kayee  was  engaged  in 
purchasing  asses,  etc.,  making  astronomical  observations,  receiving  the 
King  of  Kataba  and  preparing  for  his  departure;  the  troops  are  in  good 
health,  but  one  man  died  of  sickness;  strength  of  his  party,  35  soldiers, 
2  sailors,  4  carpenters,  and  himself,  Anderson  and  Lieut.  Martin  [John 
Martyn],  D.T.C.  15.  357A-364 

1805  Apl.  27  Encloses  a  letter  from  Dr.  Forbes  on  the  distillation  of 
spirits  from  Millet  which  he  promised  to  send  to  England;  “written  in 
great  haste  on  an  asses  saddle  April  27  1805  the  morning  we  left  Kayay”. 

D.T.C.  15.  365 

1805  May  28  As  a  party  is  leaving  for  Gambia,  takes  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  of  reporting  his  daily  progress  from  4th  May  to  28th;  has 
made  astronomical  observations  and  corrections  to  the  chart  made  on 
his  former  journey  of  the  course  of  the  Gambia,  which  was  plotted  too  far 
south;  will  send  a  report  to  Lord  Camden;  expects  to  reach  the  Niger 
on  27th  June,  and  is  now  departing  for  Tambacunda;  requests  that  nothing 
may  be  published  of  his  journey  until  his  return  to  England. 

D.T.C.  16.  39-40 

1805  Nov.  16  Has  sent  an  account  of  his  daily  movements  to  Lord 
Camden  with  a  request  that  it  may  be  shown  to  B. ;  intends  to  follow  the 
river  to  its  termination;  has  secured  a  guide  to  go  as  far  as  Kasha;  the 
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guide  has  travelled  widely  and  knows  a  large  tract  of  country ;  he  says  that 
at  Kasha  the  river  bends  sharply  right  [southwards],  but  has  never  met 
anyone  who  has  seen  its  termination;  has  purchased  some  Shea-nuts 
which  he  will  take  to  the  W.  Indies,  expecting  to  return  that  way;  hopes 
to  reach  the  coast  in  three  months.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37232.  64-6^ 

D.T.C.  16.  159-160 

19.  [Soho  1806  Apl.  12  *  Has  heard  from  Mr.  Dean  of  Kayee  on  the  Gambia,  7th 

Square]  Dec.  1805,  that  he  had  news  from  a  traveller  that  he  had  seen  Park  at 

Sago  [Segu] ;  Park,  Anderson  and  Scott  were  well  and  had  gone  through  the 
most  difficult  part  of  the  journey  with  the  loss  of  many  soldiers  and  the 
commander  [Lieut.  John  Martyn] ;  on  28th  May,  Park  was  within  60  miles 
of  the  Niger.  [Memorandum  by  B.]  D.T.C.  16.  259 


PARKER,  George 

1.  Butcher’s  1790  Mar.  3  Offers  B.  a  copy  of  his  book  (title  not  mentioned);  states 

Row,  Temple  that  his  father  was  known  to  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  17 

Bar 

PARKER,  Sir  Harry,  Bart.  ( c .  1735-1812).  Under-Secretary,  Admiralty  and  Secretary,  Board 
of  Longitude 

1.  Admiralty  1783  Mar.  3  By  the  instructions  of  the  Navy  Board  he  has  written  to  all 

persons  having  Imprests  standing  against  them  that  they  deliver  their 
accounts  to  B.  by  the  31st  March  in  order  that  they  may  be  examined  by 
the  Committee.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  36 

2.  Admiralty  1786  Nov.  22  At  B.’s  request,  sends  a  rough  list  of  the  instruments  to  be 

sent  on  the  expedition  to  Botany  Bay,  with  a  similar  list  from  the  Astro¬ 
nomer  Royal,  which  he  believes  to  be  more  correct.  [Enclosed:  “List  of 
Instruments  proper  for  making  astronomical  observations  at  Botany  Bay”, 
7,  56B.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  56A 

PARKER,  John,  1st  Baron  Boringdon,  F.R.S.  (1735-1788) 

1.  [London]  1784  Jan.  1  He  had  fully  intended  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  [R.S. ], 
but  regrets  he  is  prevented.  [Cf.  Cameron,  13 1 .]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  7 

PARKER,  William  (fl.  1776-1796).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1 .  [London  1 796  ?  — ]  He  has  brought  from  Macintyre  at  Macao  two  boxes  of 

Cochineal  plants;  as  one  was  wetted  with  salt  water,  he  took  the  plants 
out  and  replanted  them  in  the  other  box  and  they  are  all  vegetating  well; 
offers  B.  as  a  gift  from  himself  a  West  Coast  Creeper,  and  encloses  an  order 
for  delivery  from  the  ship,  Bridgewater,  now  in  Long  Reach;  he  has 
also  brought  from  [Alexander]  Duncan  of  Canton  an  Air-plant,  the 
only  survivor  of  several  other  kinds.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  258 

PARKER,  William  (d.  1817).  Optician  and  Instrument  Maker 

1.  Fleet  Street  1782  July  4  Has  constructed  a  burning-lens  of  greater  diameter  than 
any  previously  made  in  England ;  invites  B.  to  witness  experiments  to  be 
made  with  it  on  10th  July,  if  weather  favourable. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  155 
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2.  Fleet  Street  1782  July  16  Gives  the  results  of  experiments  with  his  lens  on  a  number 
of  substances,  with  their  quantities  and  the  number  of  seconds  in  which 
they  melted;  repeats  invitation  to  B.  to  witness  further  experiments. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  160 


PARKER,  — .  Steward  to  Lord  Clive 

1.  [London]  1773  Dec.  2  *  Questionnaire  by  B.  with  answers  inserted  by  Parker  on 

the  mating  of  a  female  Zebra  with  an  Arabian  Stallion  and  with  an  Ass ; 
the  offspring  was  a  male  foal.  [An  account  of  this  was  published  by  B.  in 
Nicholson’s  Journal  of  Natural  Philosophy ,  2.  267-268 ;  the  foal  attained 
maturity  and  lived  for  some  years  in  Lord  Clive’s  park.  See  Knight, 
T.  A.,  No.  10.]  Dawson  MS.  46.  49-50 

PARKINSON,  John  (1744-1821).  Chief  Steward  of  the  Banks  Estates.  (See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Asgarby  1788  Mar.  17  Having  valued  the  tithes  of  Miningsby  for  the  Rector,  and 

hearing  that  the  Bishop  of  Bangor  has  refused  arbitration  in  the  dispute 
between  them,  explains  the  principle  on  which  he  based  his  estimate.  [See 
Williams,  John,  and  Warren,  John.]  Hill  Coll.  4.  36 

2.  [Soho  Square  1788  Apl.  14]  *  Has  heard  from  the  Bishop  of  Bangor,  his  offer  is  £105 

per  ann.,  land  tax  deducted,  for  all  the  tithes,  glebe,  etc.,  and  gives  as  a 
reason  for  so  small  an  offer  that  he  formerly  rented  the  same  for  £60  a  year ; 
asks  P.  to  state  item  by  item  his  valuation  of  the  whole  of  the  Rector’s 
claim.  Hill  Coll.  4.  40 

1788  Apl.  20  Detailed  itemized  valuation  of  the  tithes,  house  and  glebe 
of  Miningsby.  Hill  Coll.  4.  41 

1788  Sept.  8  Encloses  tabulated  statement  of  the  comparative  costs  and 
profit  of  growing  hemp,  flax  and  wheat  in  the  Island  of  Axholme. 

Kew:  B.C.  4.  11-13 

1792  May  22  Sends  report  on  the  Leverton  Sea  Marsh  belonging  to  B. 
and  Thomas  Fydell,  where  inclosed  land  is  protected  by  the  banks 
maintained  by  the  parish;  legal  questions  arising  out  of  this. 

Hill  Coll.  4.  16-17 

1792  Dec.  3  Thanks  B.  for  his  good  opinion;  regrets  the  Enderby 
Inclosure  could  not  be  completed  during  B.’s  stay  at  Revesby,  but  as  the 
Surveyors  do  their  field-work  during  the  fine  weather,  the  plans  and 
calculations,  and  consequently  the  allotments,  cannot  be  made  before  the 
winter;  in  a  postscript  dated  Asgarby  9th  Dec.  gives  valuation  of  the 
Enderby  Manor  and  the  value  of  B.’s  Horncastle  Estate.  Hill  Coll.  2.  103 

1793  Jan.  22  Sends  particulars  of  the  agricultural  yield  of  various  kinds 

of  soil  in  the  district;  details  of  the  methods  of  the  farmers;  will  make 
valuation  of  the  Holbeach  Estate.  [Enclosed  is  an  elaborate  engrossed 
schedule  tabulating  the  yields  of  various  kinds  of  crops  in  Sandy,  Lime¬ 
stone  and  Clay  lands,  with  remarks  on  the  method  and  cost  of  cultivation 
under  each  heading.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  197-198 

1795  Nov.  23  In  making  his  valuation  of  the  Mablethorpe  estate,  he  had 
no  idea  of  that  parish  being  subject  to  any  charge  for  the  new  sea  embank¬ 
ment  at  Trusthorpe,  and  discusses  the  liability  of  tenants. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  43 
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9.  Asgarby  1796  Jan.  7  Tenants  in  Kirkby  have  signed  a  petition  to  Lord  Fortescue 

to  inclose  the  open  fields  of  Kirkby  along  with  those  of  Tattershall  and 
request  B.  to  hand  it  to  him;  he  thinks  inclosure  would  double  the  valua¬ 
tion  but  would  not  force  Pilkington  if  he  opposes  it;  Roberts  [Under¬ 
steward]  reports  tenants  have  been  informed  of  increased  rents,  to  which 
most  have  assented;  has  met  tenants  to  hear  objections  and  they  now 
agree  the  increases  are  fair,  but  some  consider  the  size  of  their  land  over¬ 
rated,  there  being  differences  between  the  survey  made  by  Babington  for 
them  and  that  made  by  Stone  for  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  8-9 

10.  [Soho  1796  Jan.  9  *  Has  not  had  an  opportunity  to  deliver  the  petition  to  Lord 

Square]  Fortescue;  thinks  it  would  have  been  better  to  make  application  through 

his  agent ;  has  written  to  Stone  to  explain  differences  between  measure¬ 
ments  made  by  his  assistant  Cremer  and  Babington’s;  will  do  justice  to  his 
tenants,  especially  the  old,  when  he  comes  to  Revesby;  directions  as  to 
draining  land,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  10 

11.  Asgarby  1796  Jan.  l7  He  did  not  like  to  interfere  in  the  differences  in  measures, 

out  of  professional  regard  for  Stone;  the  tenant  Tupholme  has  brought  a 
statement  (enclosed)  showing  a  difference  of  more  than  3  acres  in  one  of 
his  fields.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  11-12 

12.  Asgarby  1796  Feb.  3  Has  examined  tenants’  farms  again  and  satisfied  them  all  as 

to  the  new  rents;  certain  lands  that  require  under-draining;  another  case 
of  difference  from  Stone’s  survey.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  15 

13.  Soho  Square  1796  Feb.  9  *  Sends  copy  of  his  letter  to  Stone  on  the  differences  in 

measurements ;  the  whole  matter  must  be  settled  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
tenants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  16 

14.  Asgarby  1801  Jan.  10  Has  met  Tennyson,  who  has  been  instructed  by  W.  P. 

Powlett  ( qq.v .)  to  proceed  with  the  Inclosure  of  Fulstow;  asks  if  he  wishes 
Marsh  Chapel  to  be  included ;  calculation  of  the  tithes ;  a  meeting  is  called 
at  Louth,  and  asks  for  instructions  how  to  act  for  B.;  suggests  various 
persons  to  serve  as  Commissioners;  drainage  of  the  Fens,  and  the  cost  and 
acreage.  Hill  Coll.  5.  34 

15.  Soho  Square  1801  Jan.  13  *  He  thinks  it  would  be  better  to  postpone  the  Fulstow 

Inclosure  until  next  year;  he  thinks  Marsh  Chapel  should  be  inclosed  with 
Fulstow;  as  he  is  the  largest  proprietor  in  Fulstow,  he  ought  to  have  been 
consulted  before  Tennyson  was  appointed;  draining  as  well  as  inclosure 
are  necessary;  he  would  like  to  see  P.’s  brother  appointed  a  Commissioner. 

Hill  Coll.  5.  35 

16.  Asgarby  1801  Jan.  30  Report  on  the  Louth  Meeting,  when  it  was  agreed  to 

promote  the  inclosure  and  drainage  of  Fulstow;  calculation  of  tithes; 
Tennyson  and  Clitherow  attended  as  lawyers,  and  Babb,  an  attorney  of 
Grimsby,  appeared  for  some  of  the  proprietors  of  Thoresby;  asks  for 
instructions.  Hill  Coll.  5.  36 

17.  Soho  Square  1802  Feb.  5  *  Does  not  consider  the  inclosure  of  Fulstow  likely  to  be 

profitable,  but  having  engaged  himself  to  Mr.  Powlett,  he  does  not  like  to 
object;  tithe-owners  must  pay  their  share  of  drainage;  the  case  of  Marsh 
Chapel  is  different  since  the  formation  of  a  sea-embankment  was  raised, 
and  thinks  the  inclosure  should  be  postponed  until  the  proprietors  along 
the  coast  can  consider  it  more  fully.  Hill  Coll.  5.  19 
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18.  Louth  1802  Feb.  10  Report  of  the  Louth  meeting;  Tennyson  was  very  anxious 

that  the  petition  should  go  forward  this  year;  stated  B.’s  proposals  that 
draining  as  well  as  inclosure  was  necessary;  for  the  former  Tennyson  had 
no  instructions,  but  still  pressed  for  immediate  application;  other  pro¬ 
prietors  supported  B.’s  advice  for  postponement  and  would  not  sign  the 
petition;  there  are  too  many  lawyers  meddling  in  the  affair;  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  Fulstow  inclosure  and  drainage.  Hill  Coll.  5.  20 


1802  Feb.  15  *  Has  received  P.’s  letter  as  well  as  the  resolutions  of  the 
meeting  and  a  letter  from  Tennyson;  also  had  a  visit  from  Powlett 
and  discussed  the  whole  matter  and  came  to  an  agreement. 

Hill  Coll.  5.  21 

1803  June  13  *  Has  seen  Col.  Sibthorp  who  agrees  that  there  should  be 

a  meeting  of  proprietors  [interested  in  the  drainage  plan]  before  the  Court 
of  Sewers  is  held ;  Wydale  is  considered  as  part  of  Revesby  parish,  which 
is  itself  only  a  reputed  parish;  complications  in  the  right  of  common  of 
neighbouring  parishes.  Hill  Coll.  5.  22 

1808  Nov.  16  Objections  by  Sheath  to  proposals  relating  to  the  Leverton 
Embankment  whereby  B.  and  Fydell  lost  7  acres  of  ground;  he  proposed 
arbitration,  and  awaits  instructions;  will  collect  the  rents  in  this  district 
and  has  arranged  for  an  escort  to  Boston  on  account  of  frequent  highway 
robberies;  postscript  on  estate  matters.  Hill  Coll.  4.  18 

22.  [Soho  Square  1811  Jan.  11]*  He  cannot  give  any  kind  of  assistance  to  Mr.  John 

Dymoke  ( q.v .)  of  Tedford  in  support  of  his  claim  to  the  Scrivelsby  Estate 
which  he  has  no  doubt  is  legally  vested  in  the  present  possessor;  the  manor 
of  Scrivelsby  was  granted  to  Robert  Marmion,  the  steward  of  his  household, 
by  William  the  Conqueror;  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  title  of  Champion 
was  executed  or  ever  claimed  at  any  coronation  while  Scrivelsby  was  in 
possession  of  the  Marmions;  they  became  extinct  in  the  male  line  in  the 
time  of  Edward  III,  and  the  manor  of  Scrivelsby  was  held  by  Sir  John 
Dymoke  in  the  right  of  his  wife;  John  of  Gaunt  adjudged  the  claims  of 
those  who  held  their  lands  by  Coronation  Services,  and  awarded  the  title 
of  Champion  to  Sir  John  Dymoke;  since  then  the  title  of  Champion  has 
been  deemed  appendent  on  the  Manor  of  Scrivelsby,  and  the  Lords  of  that 
Manor,  which  has  remained  in  the  Dymoke  Family,  have  been  admitted  to 
perform  the  office  at  every  coronation.  D.T.C.  18.  95-97 

23.  Haltham  1811  Mar.  15  Agreement  for  lease  of  a  piece  of  land  in  Haltham,  let  by 

the  Surveyor  of  Highways,  approved  and  signed  by  P.  as  Steward  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  55 

24.  Soho  Square  1811  Aug.  30  #  He  is  improving  his  Willesby  farms;  encloses  letters 

showing  that  Champion  is  in  a  great  passion  with  him  [see  Williams, 
Richard] ;  reports  of  the  illness  of  the  King  are  unfounded. 


19.  Soho  Square 


20.  Soho  Square 


21.  Holbeach 


25-  [Revesby 
Abbey] 

26.  Soho  Square 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  57-58 

1811  Sept.  13  *  Sends  the  papers  relating  to  the  Dymoke  affair. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  63 

1814  Jan.  10  *  A  controversy  with  Allix  about  certain  lands  in  the  Marsh 
Chapel;  directs  P.  to  procure  the  documents  in  Drawer  91  in  the  Evidence 
Room  at  Revesby;  after  Allix’s  conduct,  he  does  not  wish  to  mix  in  any 
kind  of  business  with  him.  Hill  Coll.  5.  50 
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27.  Soho  Square  1820  May  13  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  having  found  that  counterparts  of 
leases  are  not  evidence,  P.  intends  to  revert  to  the  old  practice  of  making 
both  parts  originals ;  wishes  to  be  represented  at  the  meeting  at  Louth  of 
the  Committee  of  Landowners  relative  to  the  unembanked  salt  marshes,  a 
matter  which  is  to  be  tried  at  the  Summer  Assizes.  Lindsey.  13.  2.  1. 

PARRY,  Caleb  Hillier,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1755-1822).  Physician  and  Agriculturist 

1 .  Soho  Square  1 800  May  1 9-27  *  Acknowledges  a  parcel  of  woollen  cloth  and  kerseymere 

from  his  sheep  as  a  gift  to  the  King,  which  he  promises  to  lay  before  H.M. ; 
discusses  mixed  breeds  of  sheep,  the  improvement  of  the  King’s  flock, 
and  the  use  of  mercurial  ointment  for  scab.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  237 

2.  Soho  Square  1804  Aug.  8  *  Informs  him  that  the  auction  of  the  King’s  Spanish  sheep 

will  be  held  on  15th  Aug.;  it  is  important  that  the  sheep  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  those  most  likely  to  improve  them.  Sotheran,  28  Mar.  1956 

PARSONS,  Rev.  John  (1759-1833).  Rector  of  Skegness 

1.  Oxford,  1794  Mar.  19  Sends  two  guineas  as  a  contribution  to  the  Lincolnshire 

B.N.  Coll.  Defence  subscription  as  he  holds  a  small  benefice  at  Skegness  in  that 

county.  Lindsey,  n.  1.  5B 

2.  [Soho  Square  1794  Mar.  21]  *  Thanks  him  for  his  subscription  which  has  been  duly 

entered  in  the  list ;  informs  him  that  the  business  has  been  carried  out  with 
unanimity  and  the  fund  now  stands  at  £5857.  Lindsey.  11.  1.  5B.  vo. 

PARSONS,  William,  F.R.S.  (d.  c.  1828) 

1.  Tenby  1789  Aug.  27  Regrets  to  hear  of  B.’s  carriage  accident;  Malaspina  ( q.v .) 

is  most  grateful  for  B.’s  letters  on  his  proposed  expedition ;  he  has  received 
a  letter  on  the  same  subject  from  Lieut.  Antonio  de  Pineda  y  Ramirez, 
of  the  Spanish  Guards ;  he  has  a  high  scientific  reputation  and  also  desires 
B.’s  advice  and  guidance  on  the  best  scientific  use  to  be  made  of  the 
voyage  of  discovery.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  258-259 

D.T.C.  6.  216-217 

PASHLEY,  W. 

1.  Barlborough  1788  Alar.  21  He  was  unable  to  send  seeds  of  the  Frithwood  Ash,  as 
owing  to  the  severe  frost  it  did  not  bear  any;  he  has  procured  some  small 
plants  and  has  sent  them  by  the  coach  from  Chesterfield. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  183 

PATERSON,  William,  F.R.S.  (1755-1810).  Traveller;  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  South 
Wales 

1.  Forton  I79°  Dec.  1 1  Wishes  to  be  a  candidate  for  R.S. ;  solicits  B.’s  interest  and 

Barracks  will  write  to  those  of  his  friends  who  are  Fellows.  D.T.C.  7.  181 

2.  [Soho  Square  1790  Dec.  13]  *  Advises  him  to  postpone  his  candidature  until  he  has 

been  able  to  advance  Natural  History  in  a  way  which  will  recommend  him ; 
as  he  is  about  to  go  to  New  South  Wales  there  is  good  scope  for  discoveries. 
[He  was  elected  F.R.S.  in  1798.]  D.T.C.  7.  182 

3.  Port  Jackson  1795  Alar.  17  Since  his  arrival  his  official  duties  have  left  him  no  leisure 

for  Natural  History;  the  new  settlement  on  the  Hawkesbury  River  is 
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flourishing  and  has  attracted  many  settlers ;  intends  to  have  a  survey  made 
to  the  southward  and  if  the  soil  and  situation  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
prove  suitable,  European  fruits  and  grain  should  flourish;  the  Britannia 
has  arrived  from  the  Cape,  bringing  32  mares  and  a  stallion;  hopes  B. 
received  the  drawings  he  sent  by  Major  Grose ;  cattle  have  been  purchased 
for  the  colony;  has  satisfactory  news  of  Capt.  King  from  Norfolk  Island ;  a 
favourable  summer  has  produced  good  crops ;  a  vineyard  has  been  planted 
which  it  is  hoped  will  supply  all  the  wine  and  brandy  needed. 


4.  Port  Jackson 


5.  Port  Jackson 


6.  Soho  Square 


7.  Port  Jackson 


D.T.C.  9.  165-168 

1795  June  H  A  ship  has  arrived  from  Bombay  with  133  head  of  cattle, 
and  with  the  mares  brought  from  the  Cape  and  the  sheep  and  goats  already 
in  the  colony,  it  should  need  but  little  more  assistance  from  Government 
as  to  livestock;  in  the  Hawkesbury  River  settlement  the  natives  have 
killed  several  settlers  and  made  depredations  on  their  crops,  and  it  has 
been  necessary  to  send  two  officers  and  60  privates  for  their  protection; 
asks  B.’s  opinion  on  his  idea  for  supplying  the  colony  with  salted  pro¬ 
visions;  Bombay  seems  the  best  source  of  supply;  a  tabulated  statement 
of  the  acreage  under  tillage  and  the  number  of  livestock  is  enclosed, 
together  with  a  survey  and  map  of  Port  Stephens,  by  C.  Grimes,  Deputy 
Surveyor-General.  D.T.C.  9.  1 70-1 75 

1 795  Oct.  26  Governor  Hunter  arrived  on  the  7th  Sept.,  bringing  B.’s 
letter  which  has  brought  great  satisfaction  to  the  colony,  where  anxiety 
prevailed  through  shortage  of  provisions ;  the  Providence,  Capt.  Broughton, 
bound  for  Nootka  Sound,  has  called  and  remained  six  weeks ;  feels  he  has  a 
claim  on  Government  for  his  long  service  and  Governorship  of  the  colony 
and  asks  B.’s  interest  to  secure  him  some  allowance  or  promotion;  he  has 
applied  for  leave  of  absence ;  has  been  collecting  seeds  and  hopes  to  send  a 
consignment  for  Kew;  the  lost  cattle  have  been  rediscovered  and  have 
multiplied  into  a  herd,  but  are  very  wild  [see  Hunter,  John,  Nos.  1,  2]; 
reminds  B.  of  his  desire  to  be  F.R.S.  D.T.C.  9.  256-258 

1797  Mar.  31  #  Regrets  to  hear  of  his  ill  health  and  the  loss  to  the  colony 
by  his  departure;  Governor  Phillip,  who  was  so  ill  when  he  left  Sydney 
that  he  had  no  hopes  of  recovery,  is  now  in  command  of  a  man-of-war; 
the  drawings  sent  by  Col.  Grose  arrived  safely  and  he  hopes  the  seeds 
promised  for  Kew  will  soon  arrive,  as  the  garden  has  been  ill  supplied 
from  New  South  Wales;  his  desire  to  become  F.R.S.  is  scarcely  possible 
while  he  lives  wholly  abroad,  but  on  his  return  he  will  doubtless  be 
successful.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  96-97 

1801  Aug.  20  Has  made  an  excursion  to  and  explored  the  Hunter  River 
district;  coal  is  abundant  there  and  can  be  procured  more  cheaply  than 
wood,  and  could  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  salt  and  for  lime-burning ; 
fish  is  also  abundant,  and  should  be  salted  to  reduce  the  demand  for  meat ; 
of  the  plants  he  collected,  some  of  the  best  were  lost  by  fire  and  the  wet 
weather  made  drying  very  difficult;  is  sending  the  specimens,  also  some 
seeds;  hopes  Dryander  will  describe  the  Nicotiana,  which  grows  abun¬ 
dantly;  has  sent  to  [Sir  Everard]  Home  a  drawing  of  a  Wombat  that  he 
kept  alive  for  several  days ;  he  believes  that  many  new  Mammals  and  Birds 
will  be  found ;  sees  little  of  Caley,  but  suggested  he  should  make  an  ex¬ 
cursion  to  the  Hunter  River  in  the  season  when  the  plants  are  in  flower; 
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recommends  Dr.  [William]  Balmain,  who  is  returning  to  England  and  will 
deliver  the  specimens.  D.T.C.  12.  251-255 

1805  Jan.  7  Sends  B.  a  copy  of  his  journal;  the  chart  is  being  copied,  and 
will  be  sent  from  Port  Jackson;  if  Brown  is  at  Port  Jackson  he  has  asked 
him  to  compare  his  notes  with  what  he  collected ;  description  of  the  timber; 
the  pigs  turned  out  on  Green  Island  have  dug  out  a  farinaceous  root 
which  may  be  valuable,  for  the  soldiers  of  the  guard  used  it  as  a  substitute 
for  potatoes;  it  grows  abundantly  in  many  places  as  a  tall  herbaceous 
plant  and  he  believes  it  to  be  a  species  of  Sambucus ;  has  sent  the  Governor 
a  specimen  of  the  green  earth  he  discovered  which  may  contain  copper ;  the 
Lady  Nelson  has  loaded  six  tons  of  iron  to  be  sent  to  England,  and  if  it 
proves  serviceable,  any  quantity  may  be  had;  at  low  water  a  stratum  of 
bituminous  earth  was  observed,  which  may  be  coal;  several  kinds  of 
Kangaroos  are  found,  also  Bandicoots,  Opossums  and  Wild  Cats,  but  the 
Native  Dog  [Dingo]  has  not  been  found ;  mentions  various  kinds  of  birds — 
black  Swans,  Parrots,  etc. ;  if  Baudin’s  Voyage  has  been  published,  he 
desires  it  to  be  sent;  hopes  to  give  a  further  account  of  his  discoveries. 

D.T.C.  1 5.  253-258 

1808  Sept.  29  Comments  on  the  deposition  and  arrest  of  Bligh;  is  glad 
that  he  is  at  such  a  distance  from  Port  Jackson  that  he  is  not  in  any  way 
involved  in  the  events  and  cannot  enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits; 
when  he  was  first  sent  to  take  command  of  this  settlement  he  was  informed 
that  he  should  act  as  Governor  of  the  Colony  in  the  absence  of  the  chief 
Governor,  but  in  the  present  instance  does  not  feel  himself  called  upon; 
has  been  able  to  do  little  collecting  owing  to  ill  health,  but  has  found 
fossils  and  a  new  Insect;  observation  on  temperature.  D.T.C.  17.  214-217 


9.  Port 

Dalrymple 


PATTEN,  H.  M. 

1.  Westport,  1804  May  26  Describes  a  completely  white  Crow,  bill,  feathers  and  feet, 
Co.  Mayo  taken  from  a  nest  in  which  the  other  birds  were  normal  black;  if  B.  wishes 

to  see  it,  it  could  be  sent  to  Dublin  to  the  care  of  any  agent  there  named  by 
B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  157 


PATTENDEN,  J. 

1.  Dover  1819  May  25  He  has  sent  by  coach  from  Dover  a  box  containing  a 

Crocodile  and  an  Eel  in  a  jar;  returns  thanks  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Baker  for 
B.’s  long  continued  kindness  to  her  late  husband  [John  Baker,  q.vi\. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  34 


PATTON,  Robert  (1742-1812).  Governor  of  St.  Helena 

1.  St.  Helena  1802  Sept.  7  Reports  that  Princess  Charlotte  has  arrived  from  Amboyna 
with  plants  for  Kew  and  for  Lord  Valentia ;  Lord  V.  inspected  them  and 
Henry  Porteous  ( q.v .),  Head  Gardener  of  the  Botanic  Garden,  has  been 
ordered  to  care  for  them  under  Lord  V.’s  directions;  encloses  a  letter  from 
Porteous.  [See  Annesley,  George,  Nos.  1,2.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  62 

PAL7L,  Sir  George  Onesiphorus,  2nd  Bart.  (1746-1820).  Philanthropist 

1.  Hill  House  1783  Jan.  19  He  wishes  to  introduce  to  B.  as  a  correspondent  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  naturalist  named  [Gigot]  D’Orcy  ( q.v.);  he  has  heard,  probably 
incorrectly,  that  B.  is  in  the  habit  of  destroying  plants  when  finished  with, 
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and  D’O.  wishes  to  acquire  or  exchange  such  rejected  specimens;  he  lost 
15  chests  of  specimens  when  a  ship  from  the  East  Indies  was  captured;  he 
offers  B.  any  service  he  can  perform  in  Natural  History. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  187-188 


PAYNE,  Ralph,  1st  Baron  Lovington  (1738-1807) 

1.  [London  1 795]  July  2  Sends  the  accounts  of  the  expenses  connected  with  his  own 

investiture  as  a  Knight  of  the  Bath  [in  1771],  as  they  may  be  useful  to  B. 
in  judging  of  those  that  will  be  presented  to  him;  he  has  other  papers 
relating  to  the  Order  which  he  will  lend  B.  if  desired.  D.T.C.  9.  229-23 1 

PEACHEY,  John,  2nd  Baron  Selsey,  F.R.S.  (1749-1816) 

1.  Midhurst  1788  Sept.  14  He  wishes  to  support  the  objects  of  the  African  Association 

and  will  contribute  5  guineas  a  year.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  204 

PEALE,  Charles  Willson  (1741-1827).  Artist 

1.  Philadelphia  1802  June  22  His  sons  Rembrandt  and  Rubens  will  bring  this  letter  and 
will  also  bring  the  skeleton  of  the  Mammoth  [ Mastodon ]  which  may  be 
known  as  the  carnivorous  elephant  of  the  North ;  his  son  Rembrandt  has  a 
talent  for  portrait-painting  and  wishes  to  improve  it  by  inspecting  the  works 
of  celebrated  masters;  he  therefore  devised  the  plan  of  exhibiting  the 
skeleton  in  the  cities  of  Europe  to  pay  his  expenses ;  he  would  value  any 
advice  that  B.  can  give  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  190 

PEALE,  Rembrandt  (1778-1860).  Son  of  last  named 

1.  London  [1802]  Nov.  3  Has  been  obliged  to  open  the  exhibition  [of  the  Mastodon 

skeleton]  without  a  preliminary  visit  from  B ;  sends  a  copy  of  his  paper  on 
it.  [ Account  of  the  Skeleton  of  the  Mammoth  .  .  .found  in  America,  London, 
1802];  as  he  is  attending  at  the  Royal  Academy,  is  most  anxious  that  he 
should  not  be  absent  when  B.  comes  to  see  the  skeleton,  and  begs  for  a 
day’s  notice  of  the  proposed  visit.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  19 1 

2.  [London  1803  Jan.  29]  Discusses  certain  details  of  the  Mastodon  skeleton  he  is 

exhibiting,  and  the  other  one  in  Philadelphia ;  certain  parts  are  missing  from 
both,  but  the  one  can  be  restored  from  the  other,  and  the  parts  wanting 
have  been  supplied  by  models;  has  frequently  enquired  for  Sir  Charles 
Blagden,  but  believes  he  is  in  France.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  362 

PEARSE,  Thomas  Deane  (1738-1789).  Colonel,  Bengal  Artillery 

1.  Fort  William  1788  Feb.  13  Is  sending  for  acceptance  by  R.S.  a  meteorological  journal 

from  1773  to  1787,  also  models  of  various  machines  and  instruments;  the 
astronomical  observations  he  sent  to  Maskelyne  for  R.S.,  and  which  he 
did  not  lay  before  the  Society,  will  be  published  by  the  Asiatic  Society. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  180-181 

2.  Fort  William  1788  Feb.  13  Description  of  three  models  showing  improvements  in  the 

steam-engine.  R.S. :  L.  &  P.  Dec.  9.  106 

PEARSON,  Eliphalet  (1752-1826).  President,  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

1  Cambridge,  1796  Nov.  14  [To  Sir  Benjamin  Thompson,  Count  Rumford  ( q.v .),  No. 
Mass.  37.]  On  behalf  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  he  acknowledges  the 
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gift  of  Vol.  i  of  his  Essays,  and  accepts  with  gratitude  his  offer  to  transfer 
$ 5,000  Stock,  U.S.A.  3  %  to  the  Academy  for  a  fund  for  scientific  research ; 
he  suggests  that  the  Rev.  Joseph  Willard  and  the  Hon.  Loammi  Baldwin 
should  make  the  arrangements  for  the  transfer  of  the  Stock. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  388-389 

PEARSON,  George,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1751-1821).  Physician  and  Chemist 

1 .  Leicester  [1785]  —  As  B.  did  him  the  honour  of  perusing  his  work  on  the  Chemical 

Square  Properties  of  Buxton  Water  [1783],  he  now  sends  a  paper  on  bathing  in 

water  of  high  temperatures  to  be  read  at  the  College  of  Physicians,  and 
would  be  glad  of  suggestions  and  references  if  B.  will  read  it  through. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  288 

2.  Leicester  1786  June  11  He  is  informed  by  Sir  George  Baker  that  opposition  will 

Square  be  raised  to  his  election  at  R.S.  on  account  of  the  claims  he  made  of 

discoveries  in  the  nature  of  Buxton  water  and  that  although  subsequent 
experiments  prove  these  to  be  false,  he  persists  in  his  views ;  is  not  awrare 
of  any  experiments  that  invalidate  his  own  views,  but  will  acknowledge 
his  error  if  it  is  proved  to  be  one;  justifies  at  length  his  conclusions,  and 
is  willing  to  demonstrate  them  experimentally  before  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  66-67 
D.T.C.  5.  33-35 

3.  [Soho  Square  1786  June  14]  *  Is  unable  to  judge  of  various  kinds  of  gas,  not  having 
made  it  his  line  of  study,  and  he  cannot  therefore  accept  the  offer  made  to 
decide  the  question ;  it  would  be  improper  on  his  part  to  enquire  into  the 
intentions  of  the  Fellows  of  R.S.  in  a  matter  that  is  decided  by  ballot,  but 
he  has  gathered  from  those  with  whom  he  has  conversed,  who  hold  the 
opinion  that  the  Buxton  gas  is  phlogisticated  air,  that  they  are  not  likely 
to  vote  for  him;  whether  the  merits  of  his  medical  writings  will  induce 
them  or  those  in  the  medical  profession  to  vote  for  him  must  be  better 
known  himself  than  to  B. ;  Sir  George  Baker  misunderstood  him  if  he 
thought  that  he  (B.)  held  the  opinion  that  Buxton  gas  is  atmospheric  air. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  68 
D.T.C.  5.36 

1792  Sept.  9  Asks  B.’s  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  adding  a  postscript 
to  his  paper  on  the  Decomposition  of  Fixed  Air,  etc.,  now  being  printed, 
in  view  of  the  unfair  account  of  his  experiments  published  in  the  Annales 
de  Chimie ;  states  at  length  the  technical  details  of  his  case  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  believes  it  has  been  misrepresented ;  appends  the  warding  of 
the  proposed  postscript  establishing  his  priority;  Ingenhousz  has  just 
called  upon  him  to  describe  an  experiment  with  phosphorus  which  ignites 
on  contact  with  water.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  177-178 

D.T.C.  8.  77-79 

1792  Oct.  22  He  is  gratified  that  B.  approved  of  his  postscript  which  Dr. 
[E.  W.]  Gray  also  thought  very  proper;  regrets  to  hear  that  Ramsden  has 
disappointed  B. ;  he  is  famous  for  the  excellence  of  his  instruments  and 
for  the  non-performance  of  his  engagements;  those  ordered  by  Lord 
Macartney  were  not  ready  when  the  ship  sailed;  Surahwaw  Nuts  can  be 
bought  at  Long’s  in  Lombard  Street,  but  he  could  get  no  information 
about  them  there ;  discusses  the  electric  fluid  in  the  nerves  of  animals,  and 


4.  Leicester 
Square 


London 
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the  experiments  of  Galvani ;  Valli  of  Pisa  has  repeated  the  experiments  in 
London ;  is  continuing  his  experiments  on  the  waxy  substance  sent  to  him 
by  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  181-184 

D.T.C.  8.  94-100 


6.  Leicester 
Square 


7.  Leicester 
Square 


1798  Aug.  29  Is  dissatisfied  with  his  appointment  of  Physician  to  the 
household  of  the  Duke  of  York,  where  he  sees  juniors  placed  over  his  head; 
asks  for  B.’s  interest  to  be  made  a  Physician  Extraordinary  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  or  the  King  or  Queen,  which  though  only  nominal,  would  increase 
his  credit  with  the  public.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  166 

1801  Aug.  14  Asks  B.  to  use  his  influence  to  get  Chawner  appointed  to 
the  vacant  post  of  Surveyor  to  British  Museum ;  the  fertilizing  power  of 
sulphate  of  iron;  case  of  an  injured  man  who  extruded  and  lost  12  inches 
of  intestine  and  survived  unassisted,  nature  having  repaired  the  injury 
without  interrupting  organic  functions. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  303-304 


8.  Leicester  1802  Aug.  26  Has  administered  hashish  to  himself  and  three  other 
Square  persons  to  observe  its  effects;  he  himself  took  progressively  increasing 

doses  as  small  ones  had  no  effect ;  describes  in  great  detail  and  at  length 
his  own  symptoms  and  reactions;  sends  his  pamphlet  on  Cow-pox;  he 
dislikes  controversy  but  was  compelled  to  defend  his  claims  in  the  interests 
of  historical  accuracy.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  47-52 

D.T.C.  13.  230-234 


PEARSON,  Richard 

1.  Bloomsbury  1803  Aug.  8  The  first  volume  of  the  abridgement  of  Phil.  Trans,  is  nearly 
Square  ready,  and  believing  the  whole  work  would  greatly  benefit  thereby,  it  is 

desired  to  dedicate  it  to  the  King;  as  B.  has  more  weight  with  H.M.  in 
matters  of  science  than  any  other  person,  requests  that  he  will  make  the 
proposal  to  H.M. ;  Lord  Liverpool,  who  was  asked  to  do  this,  replied  that 
such  matters  were  outside  his  province.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  124-125 


PEARSON  &  LOGGAN.  Printers 


1.  Basinghall 
Street 

2.  Basinghall 
Street 


1798  Dec.  21  They  enclose  a  draft  of  the  proposed  revocation  of  Buck- 
ton’s  authority  to  print  the  Nautical  Almanac ,  with  its  assumption  by 
themselves.  [Addressed  to  Maskelyne,  N.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  13 

1799  Jan.  11  They  enclose  the  revocation  of  Buckton’s  authority  to 

print  the  Nautical  Almanac  and  the  appointment  of  [Thomas]  Bensley  to 
be  signed  and  sealed  by  the  Board  of  Longitude.  [ See  Maskelyne,  N., 
Nos.  13,  14.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  19 


PEART,  Joshua.  Solicitor 


1.  Lincoln’s 
Inn  Fields 

2.  [Lincoln’s 
Inn  Fields] 


1788  Dec.  14  Invites  B.  to  attend  a  consultation  with  Counsel  concern¬ 
ing  a  suit  in  the  Exchequer  Court  re  certain  tithes  in  Lincolnshire. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  214 

-  —  Has  obtained  the  opinion  of  Bower  (Counsel)  on  the  case  of  the 
Spanish  sheep  which  agrees  with  that  of  B. ;  encloses  the  Case  and  Opinion ; 
sends  also  Serjeant  Hill’s  Opinion  on  the  decree  of  Cartwright  v.  Colton 
which  was  taken  because  the  defendants  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
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decree;  is  obliged  to  attend  a  meeting  of  trustees  and  creditors  in  the 
house  of  [John]  Maitland  ( q.v .)  so  cannot  wait  on  B.  until  to-morrow. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  246 

PELHAM,  Charles  Anderson,  1st  Baron  Yarborough,  F.R.S.  (1749-1823) 

1.  Arlington  1794  [May  16]  He  has  known  [Thomas]  Goulton  (q.v.)  many  years  and 
Street  thinks  him  a  good-natured  man ;  he  was  surprised  he  attended  the  meeting 

at  Brigg  as  he  seemed  to  pay  so  little  attention  to  the  proceedings. 

Lindsey.  11.  2.  25 


PELHAM,  Thomas,  2nd  Earl  of  Chichester,  F.R.S.  (1756-1826).  Statesman 

1.  Whitehall  1803  Apl.  27  The  King  having  expressed  his  intention  of  investing  Gen. 

David  Dundas  with  the  Insignia  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  to-morrow 
[28th  April]  previous  to  the  Drawing  Room,  notice  has  been  given  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Order  to  issue  the  summons.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  27 

2.  Soho  Square  1810  June  13  *  Is  much  gratified  by  his  Lordship’s  desire  to  try  to  cross 

Merino  with  Southdown  sheep ;  hopes  to  be  able  to  supply  him  with  four 
ewes  and  two  ram  lambs,  but  if  a  larger  number  is  desired,  the  King’s  Sale 
in  July  will  supply  the  means ;  gives  details  of  the  sheep  to  be  sold,  but  they 
will  probably  fetch  high  prices  as  they  did  last  season;  intends  to  go  to 
Lord  Holland’s  sale  and  expects  “to  see  some  persons  there  who  have 
more  money  than  wit”;  the  purchasers  at  Lord  Somerville’s  sale  were 
dissatisfied  with  their  bargains.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33112.  220-221 

3.  Soho  Square  1810  Aug.  7  *  Encloses  an  order  for  five  ewes  and  one  ram  lamb  of  the 

King’s  Negrete  Flock  in  his  charge;  hopes  they  may  improve  the  wool  of 
the  Southdowns  by  crossing ;  regrets  he  has  not  an  adult  ram ;  he  had  about 
ten,  none  so  good  as  the  lamb  offered ;  has  had  some  lambs  crippled  in  their 
feet  at  birth  which  he  attributes  to  pre-natal  injuries  to  the  mothers  while 
at  sea ;  they  are  otherwise  good  and  pure  bred,  and  if  his  Lordship  desires 
two  of  these,  he  will  give  an  order  for  their  delivery. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  331 12.  226 


PELLIZER,  Abbe  Joseph  Emanuel.  Mathematician 

1.  Paris  1787  July  3  [To  the  British  Ambassador,  Madrid.]  Sends  two  copies  of 

a  paper  which  has  upset  the  Academy ;  perhaps  the  English  will  be  more 
fair  to  him;  one  copy  is  for  the  President  of  R.S.  [French.) 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  497 

PENNANT,  Thomas,  F.R.S.  (1726-1798).  Zoologist,  Traveller  and  Author 

1.  Chester  1767  Jan-  3°  Hopes  that  B.  has  returned  from  his  voyage  [to  New¬ 

foundland]  and  is  anxious  to  see  the  collections  he  made ;  has  made  some 
progress  with  his  work  on  American  Zoology;  the  rare  bird  seen  by  B. 
is  the  Palamedea  cornuta  of  Linnaeus  [called  “Screamer”  by  Pennant  in 
his  Genera  of  Birds,  p.  42]  and  hopes  he  obtained  a  drawing  of  it ;  is  most 
anxious  to  know  more  of  the  birds  of  S.  America;  has  procured  for  B. 
Regenfuss’  book  on  Shells  [Auserlesne  Schnecken  Muscheln,  etc.,  1758],  and 
some  curious  books  on  Botany.  D.T.C.  1.  3 

2.  Chester  1767  Apl.  29  His  family  are  about  to  submit  to  an  operation  [inocula¬ 

tion]  ;  is  correcting  and  enlarging  his  British  Ornithology  for  an  octavo 
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edition ;  asks  for  information  about  the  feather-trade  and  particularly  about 


3.  Chester 

geese  and  turkeys ;  hopes  that  drawings  have  been  made  of  the  Patagonian 
Penguin  and  other  rare  birds.  Kew:  B.C.  1.4 

D.T.C.  1.  4-5 

1767  May  11  Hopes  his  family  will  pass  through  their  inoculation  as 

successfully  as  his  neighbours;  he  also  hopes  B.  will  spend  a  week  in 
Conway  with  his  friend  [Owen]  Holland  ( q.v.)\  asks  B.  to  send  him 
drawings  of  the  black  and  white  Hawk  and  the  Ceylon  Squirrel;  asks  for 
information  on  the  mode  of  taking  Ruffs  and  Dotterels ;  Loten  is  coming 
to  England  and  B.  shall  have  copies  of  his  drawings.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  5 

D.T.C.  1.  6-7 

4.  Downing 

1767  June  10  Asks  B.  for  drawings  and  for  the  Birds  he  brought  from 

Newfoundland;  hopes  B.’s  proposed  tour  [in  Sweden]  may  be  successful; 
is  not  an  admirer  of  Linnaeus,  and  thinks  his  work  too  superficial  except 
in  Botany;  sends  a  message  to  Wallerius  and  asks  B.  to  ascertain  if  he  (P.) 
is  a  member  of  the  Uppsala  Society;  asks  that  Solander  may  examine  the 
Natterjack  [Toads].  Kew:  B.C.  1.  7 

D.T.C.  1.  8 

5.  Downing 

1767  June  19  Hopes  to  have  a  visit  from  B.  or  from  Solander;  asks  for 

loan  of  various  drawings  to  be  sent  by  the  Chester  coach ;  Loten  has  agreed 
to  the  suggestion  of  publishing  plates  of  Birds  and  hopes  B.  will  obtain 
subscribers.  D.T.C.  1.  9 

6.  Downing 

1767  June  27  His  children  are  recovering  from  their  illness;  hopes  B. 

will  visit  Downing,  for  which  he  will  make  preparations;  asks  B.  to  bring 
with  him  various  drawings  and  engravings ;  has  written  to  Loten  to  claim 
his  promise  of  drawings;  if  B.  is  unacquainted  with  him,  encloses  a 
letter  of  introduction;  B.’s  artist  being  a  good  copyist,  asks  B.  to  permit 
him  to  make  drawings  for  him  and  states  his  requirements;  “Loten  is  old 
and  his  wife  is  young”;  adds  directions  as  to  the  size  of  the  drawings  he 
requires.  D.T.C.  1.  10 

7.  Downing 

1767  July  3  Regrets  that  B.  was  not  able  to  visit  him;  has  a  poor  opinion 

of  Linnaeus  as  a  zoologist ;  asks  for  the  loan  of  B.’s  drawings  in  his  absence. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  8 

8.  [Downing] 

1767  July  12  Has  sent  a  cask  and  a  box  of  fossils  to  be  delivered  at  B.’s 

house,  to  be  forwarded  thence  to  their  destinations;  asks  for  the  loan  of 
B.’s  drawings  of  Penguins.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  9 

9.  [Downing] 

1767  July  26  Asks  B.  to  perform  many  commissions  and  favours  for  him 

during  his  tour,  and  to  buy  for  him  duplicates  of  all  the  zoological  books 
he  procures;  requests  him  to  visit  his  friend  Lleischer  at  Copenhagen; 
thanks  B.  for  the  loan  of  his  drawings,  and  requests  that  he  may  com¬ 
municate  with  his  housekeeper  in  his  absence  for  anything  he  requires. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  1 1 
D.T.C.  i.  13 

10.  [Downing] 

1767  Aug.  4  Encloses  two  letters  of  introduction;  is  pleased  to  hear  that 

B.  is  taking  [Sidney]  Parkinson  with  him  as  draughtsman;  advises  B.  in 
sending  drawings  home  to  conceal  them  in  the  covers  and  bindings  of 
books  or  the  Custom  House  officers  will  demand  a  guinea  for  each ;  intends 
to  finish  off  his  descriptions  of  all  the  Newfoundland  Birds,  and  “must 
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ii.  [Downing] 


12.  Downing 


13.  Chester 


14.  Oxford 


15.  Chester 


16.  Chester 


17.  Downing 


18.  Downing 


19.  Downing 


beg  to  be  indulged  with  a  fire  in  yr  library  when  I  am  in  town” ;  is  writing 
a  Synopsis  Quadrupedum,  illustrated  by  plates.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  12 

D.T.C.  1.  14 

1767  Dec.  25  Has  written  an  account  of  the  Migration  of  British  Birds 

and  desires  to  have  B.’s  criticism  of  it  before  it  goes  to  press;  it  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  [the  Hon.  Daines]  Barrington;  is  doubtful  about  the  Bunting 
and  Sea  Lark;  is  sending  a  proof  of  his  frontispiece  and  list  of  British 
Birds;  expects  to  see  R.S.  in  the  bankrupt’s  list  through  Da  Costa’s  frauds 
[cf.  Lyons,  169];  asks  B.  to  send  his  Newfoundland  birds  by  the  Chester 
wagon.  D.T.C.  1.  15 

1768  Jan.  15  Hopes  to  be  in  Chester  in  ten  days  to  receive  the  New¬ 
foundland  birds;  through  the  help  of  the  Rev.  J.  Williams  of  Anglesea  he 
has  a  specimen  of  Merrett’s  “long  lobster”  which  is  the  sea  crayfish. 

D.T.C.  1.  16 

1768  Feb.  20  As  it  is  impossible  to  send  shrimps  to  be  drawn,  has  ordered 
some  to  be  sent  by  Everet  of  Clare  Market,  “the  most  intelligent  Fish¬ 
monger  in  all  London” ;  wishes  Parkinson  if  disengaged  to  draw  Fishes  for 
him ;  has  described  the  Newfoundland  Birds  and  is  returning  them  with  a 
box  of  Shells ;  he  wants  Solander’s  help  in  naming  them.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  20 

1768  Apl.  10  Mr.  Williams  of  Jesus  College  has  collected  some  rare 
plants  for  B. ;  they  will  be  sent  by  coach  together  with  a  sea  crayfish  which 
he  desires  Parkinson  to  draw  as  he  wishes  to  have  an  engraving  of  it; 
recommends  young  Totty  [John  Totty,  afterwards  a  Rear  Admiral],  as  a 
midshipman  on  [Cook’s]  ship.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  21 

D.T.C.  1.  19 

1768  Apl.  30  Will  visit  B.  at  Revesby  as  arranged;  has  asked  Totty  if  he 
is  willing  to  go  as  midshipman  on  the  voyage;  wishes  to  borrow  B.’s 
Newfoundland  Journal.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  23 

1768  May  2  Has  heard  that  Totty  is  expecting  promotion  and  therefore 
declines  the  voyage;  asks  B.  to  take  to  Revesby  various  things  he  wants. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  24 

1768  May  30  Thanks  B.  for  his  entertainment  at  Revesby;  is  writing  a 
history  of  Quadrupeds  and  of  Fishes;  desires  Phipps  to  introduce  his 
Cornish  friend  who  will  be  able  to  give  him  information  about  the  fish  of 
his  coast ;  he  wishes  to  see  the  drawings  Parkinson  has  made  of  Lord  Clive’s 
Quadrupeds.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  26 

D.T.C.  1.  25 

1768  June  7  Mazell  [the  engraver]  has  sent  the  last  of  the  12  plates;  asks 
B.  to  pay  him  his  share  and  also  to  pay  him  for  a  ream  of  paper  to  print 
them  on;  has  obtained  for  B.  the  “  Monoculus  apus  ”  [ Lepidurus  «.],  the 
“  Cancer  norvegicus  ”  \Nephrops  norvegicus,  the  Norway  Lobster]  and 
various  Insects,  to  be  kept  until  his  return ;  asks  B.  for  some  insect  nets  so 
that  he  can  ask  his  friends  to  collect  specimens ;  sends  a  list  of  drawings, 
books  and  specimens  belonging  to  B.  that  he  wishes  to  borrow  while  B. 
is  away.  D.T.C.  1.  26 

1773  June  Q  Will  be  pleased  to  welcome  B.  and  his  friends  at  Downing; 
his  drawings  are  making  progress  and  two  of  the  views  of  Staffa  are 
finished ;  asks  that  Solander  may  lend  him  his  description  of  the  common 
grey  Vulture.  D.T.C.  1.  56 
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20.  Downing  1775  Apl.  23  Asks  B.  to  request  [Robert  Banks]  Hodgkinson  to  procure 


21.  Downing 

from  South  Wales  a  Serin  and  also  asks  B.  and  Solander  to  describe  it  for 
his  new  edition  of  British  Zoology.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  50 

1778  Nov.  10  Asks  B.  for  an  account  of  the  migration  of  the  Ring  Ouzel 

into  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  asks  also  for  a  description  of  the  Patagonian  Hare 
in  [Sir  Ashton]  Lever’s  Museum;  he  expected  from  Dr.  Pallas  ( q.v .)  at 
St.  Petersburg  a  box  of  stuffed  birds  and  books,  but  by  mistake  a  chest  of 
skins  intended  for  a  furrier  has  arrived.  D.T.C.  1.  230 

22.  Downing 

1778  Dec.  14  Congratulates  B.  on  his  election  as  President  of  R.S.; 

thanks  him  for  the  account  of  the  Ring  Ouzel ;  has  found  an  answer  to  his 
questions  about  the  Patagonian  Cavy;  from  the  accounts  of  it  in  Sir  John 
Narborough’s  and  other  voyages  he  is  able  to  write  a  description  of  it ; 
is  writing  the  Zoology  of  North  America.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  79 

D.T.C.  1.  237 

23.  Downing 

1779  Mar.  5  Is  sending  the  new  edition  of  his  British  Zoology  for  the 

library  of  R.S.;  sends  a  pamphlet  received  from  Pallas  for  Solander  and 
another  for  B. ;  Pallas  wishes  to  exchange  Siberian  for  South  Sea  plants. 

Kew:  B.C.  x.  80 

24.  Downing 

1780  Feb.  6  Relates  the  history  of  the  Indian  Zoology,  he  asked  B.  and 

Loten  to  join  with  him  in  giving  the  plates  to  Dr.  [J.  G.  A.]  Forster,  which 
was  done ;  presumes  the  plates  are  lost,  so  he  intends  to  do  the  whole  work 
himself  systematically  like  the  British  Zoology  in  quarto  size;  Forster  wrote 
to  him  three  years  ago  saying  that  he  had  sold  the  plates;  condoles  with  B. 
on  the  death  of  Capt.  Cook.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  85 

D.T.C.  1.  285 

25.  Downing 

1780  May  21  He  is  withholding  his  account  of  the  Turkey  until  Bar¬ 

rington  has  published  his  book ;  offers  a  [culinary]  turkey  for  the  R.S.  Club. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  92 

26.  Downing 

1782  Sept.  30  Has  written  to  Dryander  about  the  parcel  sent  by  Pallas; 

as  he  often  puts  his  letters  in  the  parcels,  they  may  be  found  in  one  of  the 
books,  unless  they  are  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  where  the 
parcel  was  opened ;  he  has  printed  the  part  of  his  Arctic  Zoology  dealing 
with  Quadrupeds,  but  will  suspend  that  relating  to  Birds  so  as  to  appear 
“as  a  zoological  supplement”  to  Cook’s  Voyages;  effect  of  excessive  rain 
on  the  crops.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  115 

D.T.C.  2.  194-195 

27.  Soho  Square  1783  May  4  #  Is  informed  by  Dryander  that  he  (P.)  had  purchased  from 


28.  Downing 

[J.  F.]  Miller  {q.v.)  whom  B.  took  to  Iceland  as  his  draughtsman,  certain 
drawings  of  that  country;  these  drawings  were  stolen  from  him  by  Miller 
whom  he  will  prosecute  if  he  publishes  them  in  any  form;  he  must 
therefore  refuse  his  consent  to  their  publication.  D.T.C.  3.  37 

1783  May  11  The  drawings  will  be  kept  for  his  own  amusement  only 

and  not  be  published ;  in  the  Preface  to  his  Arctic  Zoology ,  which  must  not 
be  suppressed,  a  general  account  of  the  countries  inhabited  by  the  animals 
of  which  it  treats  is  given,  illustrated  by  views;  he  applied  to  Stephens 
[Sec.  to  the  Admiralty]  for  some  of  the  drawings  of  N.  America  and  was 
told  they  were  in  B.’s  custody;  as  they  are  apparently  not  to  be  used  [in 
Cook’s  Voyages]  he  would  like  to  have  them;  he  “considers  himself  a 
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public  man  meriting  the  assistance  of  his  friends”;  he  hopes  therefore 
that  his  request  will  not  be  denied.  [ Edw .  Smith ,  184.]  D.T.C.  3.  38-39 
29.  Soho  Square  1783  May  15  #  He  does  not  know  where  the  drawings  P.  wishes  to 


30.  Downing 

publish  may  be ;  he  has  no  drawings,  the  property  of  the  Admiralty,  except 
those  to  be  engraved  in  Cook’s  Voyages;  in  any  case  he  would  not  deliver 
up  any  drawings  without  an  order  from  the  Board;  as  to  his  claim  to 
assistance  as  a  man  to  whom  the  public  is  under  obligations,  it  does  not 
entitle  him  to  expect  from  B.  the  use  of  another’s  property  until  the 
consent  of  the  owner  has  been  obtained ;  the  statement  that  his  Preface 
must  not  be  suppressed,  amounts  to  a  threat,  in  which  case  he  can  take 
defensive  measures  if  attacked;  if  it  is  not  so  intended  “the  whole  sentence 
must  be  consigned  to  oblivion”.  [Edw.  Smith,  185.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  140 

D.T.C.  3.  40-41 

1783  May  18  He  did  not  intend  his  statement  as  a  threat;  all  he  meant 

to  convey  was  that  his  Preface,  after  all  the  pains  he  had  bestowed  upon 
it,  must  appear  with  such  illustrations  as  he  is  able  to  obtain ;  they  will  be 
confined  to  wild  scenes  in  the  N.  of  Scotland  and  the  Orkneys,  drawn 
by  Cordiner  and  Low;  hopes  that  B.  is  now  satisfied. 

D.T.C.  3.  42-43 

31.  Downing 

1794  Dec.  20  He  still  continues  his  literary  pursuits  to  divert  his  mind 

and  raise  his  dejected  spirits  [he  had  had  a  family  bereavement  by  the 
death  of  a  daughter  in  April  1794];  he  is  now  enlarging  the  Introduction 
to  his  Arctic  Zoology,  and  has  now  included  the  Caspian  Sea;  asks  Dry¬ 
ander  to  name  the  animals  (wild  horse  and  ass)  in  the  prints  Pallas  sent 
him;  hears  that  Sir  John  Sinclair  has  finished  the  survey  of  N.  Wales, 
and  desires  a  copy  of  it;  could  not  engage  in  it  owing  to  the  strange 
suspicions  of  the  plan  among  his  countrymen ;  is  engaged  in  draining  and 
flooding  under  the  management  of  an  able  foreman,  in  order  to  give  relief 
to  the  unemployed  poor.  D.T.C.  9.  138-139 

32.  Soho  Square  1794  Dec.  23  *  He  is  so  busy  examining  with  Dryander  the  plants 

brought  from  China  by  Lord  Macartney  that  he  cannot  help  P.  with  his 


33.  Downing 

query  as  to  the  Equui  (sic)  of  Pallas  and  therefore  returns  the  drawings ; 
he  will  show  P.’s  letter  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  who  “may  have  formd  a  more 
harsh  opinion  of  your  conduct  than  he  ought  to  have  done”  on  P.’s  refusal 
to  assist  in  combating  the  popular  error  [of  opposing  Sinclair’s  statistical 
survey].  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  146-147 

D.T.C.  9.  140 

1798  May  16  Asks  B.  to  convey  to  R.S.  a  large-paper  copy  of  his  View 

of  Hindoostan  [Vols.  1  and  2  of  his  Outlines  of  the  Globe,  1798 ;  Vols.  3  and  4 
were  posthumously  published  in  1800];  his  son  [David]  commands  the 
local  volunteers,  and  his  younger  son,  James,  is  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  195 

34.  Downing 

1798  July  26  Describes  his  ailments  and  their  treatment ;  he  can  still  ride 

five  or  six  miles,  but  has  reluctantly  withdrawn  from  public  business ;  has 
handed  over  the  management  of  his  estate  to  his  sons ;  asks  for  a  drawing 
of  one  or  more  quadrupeds  that  he  may  leave  to  posterity  proofs  that  in 
1798,  B.  and  he  “were  on  the  best  of  terms”;  the  drawing  he  will  insert 
in  his  own  copy  of  Quadrupeds.  [Pennant  died  at  Downing,  16th  Dec. 
1798.]  D.T.C.  11.  24-25 
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PENNELL,  William.  Solicitor 


i.  Leicester 
Square 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


3.  Leicester 
Square 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  [Soho 
Square] 

6.  Lincoln 


1790  Apl.  16  Notes  that  B.  has  put  his  bill  into  the  hands  of  Peart  & 
Miller;  though  his  intention  of  taking  out  writs  against  the  Commoners  is 
said  by  B.  to  be  a  hostile  action,  he  considers  he  has  been  forbearing  in  the 
ill-usage  he  had  received ;  [Benjamin]  Stephenson  (q.v .)  in  particular  has 
maligned  his  character ;  if  his  bill  is  not  speedily  settled,  will  have  to 
enforce  payment.  B.M.  Add.  A1S.  43837.  1 

1790  Apl.  21  *  Has  intervened  only  as  a  peace-maker;  the  bill  was 
thought  by  the  Commoners  to  be  exorbitant;  he  obtained  legal  opinion 
without  which  he  could  not  have  recommended  payment;  some  charges 
have  been  observed  which  cannot  be  allowed ;  wishes  P.  would  come  to  an 
amicable  settlement,  and  advises  some  abatement  in  his  charges ;  B.  would 
then  pay  his  quota  and  advise  others  to  do  the  same. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  2 
1790  Apl.  22  Is  willing  to  abate  £80  on  condition  of  being  discharged 
from  paying  his  quota,  and  of  B.  and  five  other  subscribers  engaging  to 
pay  the  balance  by  1st  May;  desires  an  answer  by  Saturday  [24  Apl.]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  3 
1790  Apl.  23  *  Thinks  it  unconscionable  in  P.  if  he  considers  he  had  an 
undertaking  from  the  Commoners  entitling  him  to  bring  actions  for  the 
payment  of  his  bill,  to  propose  to  those  who  have  no  such  power  the 
collection  of  the  money ;  it  is  impossible  to  learn  in  time  whether  five  more 
of  the  subscribers,  who  are  in  Lincolnshire,  will  join  with  him ;  as  P.  has 
closed  the  affair  by  declaring  he  will  accept  no  other  terms,  B.  must  close 
it  also  and  has  directed  Miller  to  have  the  bill  regularly  taxed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  4 
1790  May  4  #  Asks  whether  the  costs  thrown  on  the  plaintiffs  Taylor  and 
Warter  at  the  last  assizes  are  included  in  his  bill.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  5 
1790  May  6  The  costs  of  Taylor  and  Warter  are  not  included  and 
there  are  also  some  further  charges  arising  out  of  that  action.  [See  also 
Stephenson,  Benjamin,  Nos.  2-10.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  6 


PEPYS,  Sir  Lucas,  Bart,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1742-1830).  Physician 

1.  Upper  1784  Jan.  1  Regrets  that  he  is  unexpectedly  prevented  from  waiting 

Brook  Street  upon  B.  [at  R.S.  Cf.  Cameron,  1 3 1  ] .  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  6 


PERCEVAL,  Spencer  (1762-1812).  Statesman 

1.  [London  1812  Feb.  27]  [To  Rt.  Hon.  George  Rose.]  He  has  “not  the  nerves  nor 
sufficient  gravity  of  face  to  recommend  from  the  Treasury  Bench  a 
reward  to  a  ratcatcher”;  asks  him  to  tell  B.  that  he  will  personally  sub¬ 
scribe  5  guineas,  though  he  thinks  the  invention  of  Knight’s  protege  will 
probably  turn  out  to  be  a  nostrum  already  known  to  other  ratcatchers. 
[This  refers  to  Broad’s  invention;  see  Knight,  T.  A.,  Nos.  57-67.] 

D.T.C.  18.  149 


PERCIVAL,  Thomas,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1740-1804).  Physician 

1.  Soho  Square  1792  Feb.  7  *  Lord  Macartney,  Ambassador  to  China,  wishes  to  take 
with  him  to  that  country  skilled  persons  in  various  trades ;  suggests  that  a 
Master  of  the  Manchester  Board  of  Dyers  should  go.  [Percival  practised 
in  Manchester  and  was  a  prominent  personality  there.]  Dobell,  15.  49 
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PERCY,  Samuel  (d.  1820).  Sculptor 

1.  Chelsea  [1802  — ]  Makes  application  to  be  entrusted  with  the  work  of  designing 

the  statue  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford ;  he  hopes  fair  competition  will  be 
allowed.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  45 

2.  [Soho  Square  1802 — ]#  Informs  him  that  his  application  is  premature;  has  no 

doubt  that  competition  will  be  allowed.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  45  vo. 

PERCY,  Thomas,  D.D.  (1729-1811).  Bishop  of  Dromore 

1783  Nov.  28  Notifies  B.  of  the  discovery  at  Quilly  in  the  parish  of 
Dromore,  of  fossil  bones  and  horns  of  Deer,  dug  out  from  a  marl-pit 
under  a  peat-moss  (called  in  Ireland  a  turf-bog),  the  largest  yet  found; 
describes  the  geological  stratum  and  gives  a  detailed  specification  of  the 
bones  and  skull,  with  measurements  and  weights;  he  means  to  keep  the 
bones,  but  if  he  parts  with  them  it  will  be  only  to  the  British  Museum. 

D.T.C.  3.  163-166 

1784  Jan.  28  Is  pleased  that  his  account  of  the  fossil  Deer  was  satis¬ 

factory  to  B. ;  thanks  him  for  the  engraving  of  the  skeleton  of  a  horse 
which  will  assist  in  naming  and  placing  the  various  bones ;  sends  a  drawing 
of  the  horns;  quotes  a  description  of  the  Moose  Deer  which  seems  to 
resemble  that  found  in  Ireland;  appends  various  queries  relating  to  the 
Deer  tribe,  and  a  reference  to  the  Camelopardalis  described  by  Fynes 
Moryson  in  1617;  asks  if  fossil  antlers  are  engraved  in  Leigh’s  Hist,  of 
Lancashire,  and  refers  to  gigantic  Deer  found  in  Tartary;  gives  outline  of 
the  slot,  or  hoof-print;  asks  if  the  members  of  The  Club  could  assist 
Maurice,  the  brother  of  [Oliver]  Goldsmith,  to  obtain  a  modest  post  in  the 
Customs  Office.  D.T.C.  4.  3-6 

1786  Feb.  1  Informs  B.  that  the  Academy  has  been  duly  set  in  motion 
and  incorporated  by  charter  as  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  with  the  King  as 
Patron;  the  statutes  have  been  confirmed  and  will  be  printed  with  the 
charter  and  circulated;  papers  have  already  been  read  and  B.’s  advice  is 
asked  as  to  the  procedure  for  deciding  which  are  to  be  printed ;  no  fees 
will  be  accepted  from  B.  as  an  Hon.  Member,  nor  from  any  future 
President  of  R.S.  who  may  be  elected.  D.T.C.  5.  16-18 

4.  Soho  Square  1787  June  24  *  Introduces  Richard  Kirwan  ( q.v .)  who  desires  to  meet 
the  literati  of  Ireland.  Nichols,  L.I.  8.  255 

PERREGAUX,  Alphonse  Claude  Charles  Bernard  (1750-1808).  Banker 

1.  Paris  1802  Aug.  30  Informs  B.  that  the  set  of  Denon’s  Voyage  dans  la  Basse  et 

la  Haute  Egypte,  for  which  Blagden  subscribed  on  behalf  of  B.  has  been 
sent  to  Payne  and  MacKinlay,  87,  Strand,  London;  the  price  has  been 
paid  to  Denon.  \French.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  287 

PERRIN,  William  Philip,  F.R.S.  (1742-1820).  Naturalist 

1.  [Fawley]  1778  Jan.  l7  Owing  to  the  misfortune  of  a  fire  at  his  house  he  has 

forgotten  the  puppy  promised  to  B.,  also  the  Adansonia,  some  plants  of 
which  have  grown  from  the  pod  planted  by  B.  for  Fisher,  to  whom  he  has 
promised  a  Bread-fruit  from  Omai ;  he  is  about  to  visit  London  and  will 
bring  the  puppy  with  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  85 

2.  Fawley  1784  June  n  Asks  B.’s  help  to  obtain  for  him  a  set  of  the  volumes  of 

Cook’s  Voyages.  Halliday,  209.  no 


1.  Dromore 
House 


2.  Dromore 
House 


3.  Dublin 
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PERRONET,  Jean  Rodolphe,  F.R.S.  (1708-1794).  Civil  Engineer 


1.  Paris 

1784  Oct.  27  Has  heard  from  Dutens  that  B.  hopes  he  may  be  elected 

to  R.S.,  and  that  he  would  like  a  copy  of  his  (P.’s)  book  for  R.S.  library. 
[Description  des projets  et  de  la  construction  des  Pouts  de  Neuilly,  etc.,  2  vols., 
Paris,  1782-3.]  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  152 

2.  Paris 

1785  Jan.  29  Is  flattered  that  R.S.  has  accepted  his  book  and  that  B. 

will  support  his  candidature  when  circumstances  permit.  [French.  Date 
(1789)  in  MS.  incorrect.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  153 

3.  Paris 

1788  Aug.  27  Expresses  his  gratitude  for  his  election  to  R.S.,  and  for  his 

diploma.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  107 

PERSOON,  Christian  Hendrick  (1761-1836).  Botanist 

1.  Gottingen  1799  Feb.  4  Thanks  B.  for  making  it  possible  to  receive  letters  from  the 


2.  Gottingen 

Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  hopes  he  may  be  allowed  to  send  letters  there  by  the 
same  means ;  begs  B.  to  lay  his  humble  thanks  before  the  King  for  enabling 
him  to  return  to  his  native  land ;  his  studies  in  Cryptogamic  Botany. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  176-177 
1800  Apl.  19  Has  dedicated  the  2nd  part  of  his  leones  Fungorum  to  B.; 

he  saw  at  Dr.  Blumenbach’s  house  “the  curious  quadruped  from  New 
Holland  with  a  duck’s  bill”;  would  like  to  go  there  via  the  Cape  if  an 
opportunity  offered.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  237 

3.  Gottingen 

1801  Mar.  5  Thanks  B.  for  his  benevolent  letter  of  18  Feb. ;  is  unable  to 

say  what  salary  he  would  require  for  the  suggested  post  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  as  he  does  not  know  the  cost  of  living  there,  but  leaves  the  fixing  of 
a  reasonable  sum  to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  192-193 

4.  Paris 

1810  Nov.  —  The  difficulty  of  communication  has  prevented  sending 

the  book  he  now  transmits  to  B. ;  hopes  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  his 
Synopsis  Fungorum,  and  that  he  may  return  to  his  native  country  and 
continue  his  work  on  Natural  History,  in  which  case  he  will  profit  by  B.’s 
kindness  and  asks  his  help  to  obtain  employment  by  the  British  Govt, 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  has  not  heard  from  his  brothers-in-law, 
Horne  and  Van  Renen,  for  a  long  time  and  has  asked  them  to  write  to  him, 
care  of  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  77 

5.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 

1812  Feb.  28  [From  Dr.  Jacob  van  Renen.]  Requests  B.  to  forward 

enclosed  letter  to  his  brother[-in-law]  C.  H.  Persoon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  134 

PETERSEN,  Claus 

1.  Off  Dover  1788  June  4  Sends  B.  an  animal  from  the  East  Indies  which  “sleeps 
during  the  day  and  eats  during  the  night”;  it  lives  quite  well  upon  bread 
and  milk;  the  animal  is  reported  to  be  very  rare.  [German.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  236 

PETRAEUS,  Westi  (fl.  1786-1810).  Icelandic  Shipowner 


1.  London 

1808  Feb.  5  Regrets  that  B.  was  ill  when  he  and  his  companions  called 

to  thank  him  for  his  kindly  intervention  on  their  behalf;  has  heard  that 
Government  will  continue  their  allowance  of  is.  per  day,  and  that  the 
Transport  Agent  has  been  ordered  to  procure  them  a  passage  to  Denmark ; 
has  also  heard  from  Wolff,  the  Danish  Consul,  that  no  more  Iceland  ships 
will  be  seized  and  that  those  now  detained  will  not  be  sold;  asks  B.  to 
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Petraeus,  Westi,  continued 

confirm  this,  which,  if  true,  must  be  due  to  his  intervention;  delay  is 
deteriorating  the  cargoes  and  causing  increasing  distress  in  Iceland  through 
the  non-arrival  of  ships  at  the  proper  season;  is  uncertain  whether  to 
return  to  his  sick  and  distressed  family  at  Leith  or  to  remain  in  London, 
and  asks  B.’s  advice.  [Signed  also  by  B.  Sivertsen  and  J.  B.  Bredal.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  277-278 
D.T.C.  17.  124-128 

PETRIE,  William,  F.R.S.  (1748-1816).  Governor  of  Madras 

1.  Madras  1787  May  29  He  is  employing  his  correspondents  to  make  a  collection 

of  Snakes,  which  when  complete  will  be  presented  to  B. ;  there  are  prob¬ 
lems  to  be  solved  as  to  the  poison  of  Cobras,  all  that  is  known  at  present  is 
the  effect  of  the  poison,  not  the  action  of  the  snake’s  fangs;  refers  to  the 
letters  of  Dr.  James  Anderson  ( q.v .)  in  the  Madras  Courier  on  Cochineal; 
considers  that  he  has  been  too  precipitate  in  his  conclusions,  though  his 
industry  and  enthusiasm  are  laudable;  he  is  most  humane,  and  during  the 
famine  of  1782  he  maintained  at  his  own  cost  many  starving  natives;  is 
endeavouring  to  obtain  information  about  Borax  in  N.  India;  discusses 
Nitre  and  Alkali.  D.T.C.  5.  167-170 


PETRY,  Bernhard 

1.  Deuxponts,  1787  June  T2  Offers  to  go  in  B.’s  service  to  Tahiti  and  Jamaica;  is  in 
nr.  Mannheim  charge  of  the  gardens  of  the  Duke  of  Deuxponts,  but  thinks  he  could  be 
more  useful  in  plantations  abroad ;  has  a  friend,  a  landscape  artist,  skilled 
in  drawing  plants  and  animals,  who  would  accompany  him;  apologizes 
for  his  boldness  and  begs  for  an  answer.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  498 


PHELPS,  Samuel.  Soap  Manufacturer 

1.  Cuper’s  1809  Apl.  21  Has  sent  a  petition  asking  for  protection  for  the  trade  of 

Bridge  himself  and  partners  with  Iceland ;  if  this  is  granted,  is  willing  to  embark 

for  Iceland.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  44 

2.  Cuper’s  1809  Apl.  22  Will  call  at  the  Treasury  for  an  answer  to  the  petition: 

Bridge  suggests  it  would  protect  the  trade  with  Iceland  if  he  is  permitted  to  land 

guns ;  if  Government  is  sending  a  protecting  vessel,  he  would  like  a  passage 
in  her,  so  as  to  make  the  island  safe  for  the  merchant  ships,  in  case  a 
Danish  or  Norwegian  warship  is  in  the  neighbourhood. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  45 


PHILLIP,  Arthur  (1738-1814).  Governor  of  New  South  Wales 

1.  London  1796  Sept.  7  Has  received  letters  from  New  South  Wales  showing  that 
individuals  at  the  seat  of  Government  are  making  fortunes  at  the  expense 
of  the  Crown ;  in  Norfolk  Island  [Philip  Gidley]  King  (q.v.)  labours  for  the 
public,  yet  nothing  is  done  for  him;  he  was  promised  half-pay  in  addition 
to  his  salary  as  Lieut. -Governor,  but  has  not  had  it ;  the  Admiralty  cannot 
act  without  an  order  from  the  Privy  Council,  and  though  [John]  King 
(q.v.),  Under- Secretary,  has  promised  to  procure  the  order,  he  has  not  done 
so ;  has  endeavoured  unsuccessfully  to  get  King  promoted  to  Post  Captain ; 
asks  B.  to  use  his  influence  to  get  his  promotion  or  his  half-pay;  has  been 
appointed  for  foreign  service,  but  does  not  vet  know  when  he  is  to  go. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  20-21 
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PHILLIPS,  James  (d.  1806).  Bookseller 

1.  George  Yard  1773  Aug.  19  He  is  informed  by  Dr.  Fothergill  that  he  has  sent  B.  a 
postscript  to  his  Preface  to  [Sydney]  Parkinson’s  [posthumous  Journal  of 
a  Voyage  to  the  South  .S«w];  Dr.  Fothergill  desires  B.  to  send  this  if  he 
approves  it;  as  the  work  awaits  only  this  postscript,  he  requests  an  early 
reply.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  83 


PHILLIPS,  John 
1.  Carlisle 
Square, 
Lambeth 


2.  Soho  Square 


(fl.  1780-1804).  Army  Officer 

1804  Dec.  24  Asks  permission  to  dedicate  to  B.  an  account  of  the  travels 
of  Lawrence  in  America  during  six  years  when  he  fell  in  with  a  tribe  of 
“Welch  Indians”  said  to  be  the  descendants  of  the  Welshmen  who  found 
the  continent  long  before  the  time  of  Columbus;  Lawrence,  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  American  War;  on  his  liberation  he 
travelled  on  journeys  of  discovery;  the  narrative  has  been  taken  down  at 
his  dictation,  and  will  make  a  large  volume;  he  means  to  publish  it  and 
begs  the  honour  of  B.’s  name  and  patronage.  D.T.C.  15.  214-217 

1804  Dec.  25  *  As  he  is  at  present  an  unbeliever  in  the  mysterious  tribe 
of  Welsh  Indians  in  America,  it  would  be  improper  for  him  to  receive 
the  dedication  of  a  book  in  which  their  existence  is  taken  as  certain ;  he  is, 
however,  open  to  conviction,  and  if  the  author  cares  to  entrust  the  manu¬ 
script  and  map  to  him  he  will  peruse  them,  and  if  he  is  then  well  satisfied 
of  the  traveller’s  facts  he  will  accept  the  dedication.  D.T.C.  15.  218 


PHILLI  PS,  Molesworth  (1755-1832).  Captain,  Royal  Marines 

1.  Portsmouth  1792  Dec.  12  Is  sending  the  original  manuscript  of  the  narrative  [not 
named,  but  probably  of  Cook’s  Last  Voyage,  in  which  he  served  as  Lieut., 
R.M.],  thinking  that  B.  would  prefer  it  to  a  revised  version  now  being 
made  by  a  clergyman ;  adds  an  amusing  description  of  a  patriotic  meeting  at 
Portsmouth.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  188-189 


PHIPPS,  Constantine  John,  2nd  Baron  Mulgrave,  F.R.S.  (1744-1792).  Naval  Officer 

1.  Harley  Street  [1774  Aug.  6]  He  presented  a  copy  of  the  book  to  the  King  yesterday, 

which  was  graciously  received;  he  is  going  to  Mulgrave  on  the  13th  and 
York  Races  on  the  16th,  then  returning  to  Mulgrave ;  he  hopes  Omai  is  out 
of  danger.  [Omai  had  been  very  ill  after  inoculation,  but  he  recovered.  See 
Blagden,  C.,  Nos.  5,  6.]  Webster  Coll.  <14) 

2.  Mulgrave  1774  Sept.  17  Hears  that  B.  has  “got  him  out  of  a  scrape”  [note  by  B. 

Hall  “in  not  presenting  a  copy  to  the  Queen”  (of  his  account  of  the  polar 

expedition  commanded  by  him  in  H.M.S.  Racehorse)] ;  thanks  him  for  his 
good  offices;  regrets  that  he  would  not  have  a  visit  from  B.  and  Omai; 
[Israel]  Lyons  [nautical  astronomer  on  the  polar  expedition]  has  made  a 
blunder  in  his  calculations  of  the  pendulum  observations  which  has  been 
detected  by  [Samuel]  Horsley,  who  is  to  publish  a  paper  on  it.  D.  T.C.  1 .  78 

3.  Whitehall  I79°  Oct-  J9  The  Marine  list  has  been  so  loaded  since  the  end  of  the 

last  war  that  there  is  no  probability  of  its  being  added  to;  he  will,  however, 
mention  B.’s  friend,  whose  name  he  does  not  know,  to  Lord  Chatham 
[First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty],  in  the  way  most  likely  to  succeed ;  Leviathan 
is  so  far  forward  that  she  will  be  commissioned  in  a  few  days  [she  was  built 
at  Chatham  in  1789,  but  was  not  commissioned  until  1793];  he  believes 
that  he  and  B.  are  “the  oldest  friends  to  each  other”,  a  friendship  he 
greatly  values.  D.T.C.  7.  169 
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PIAZZI,  Abbate  Giuseppe,  F.R.S.  (1746-1826).  Astronomer 

1.  Palermo  1802  July  7  Sends  six  copies  of  his  pamphlet  on  the  new  planet  Ceres 

Ferdinandea,  for  B.  and  others  who  he  names.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  288 

2.  Palermo  1803  May  17  Having  been  assured  by  Dr.  Maskelyne  that  R.S.  will 

allow  his  book  on  the  Stars  to  appear  under  its  auspices,  he  is  very  happy 
and  sends  three  additional  copies,  for  B.,  Dr.  Maskelyne  and  the  Ambas¬ 
sador  at  Naples.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  364 

3.  Palermo  1803  June  17  Sends  particulars  of  the  method  of  dispatch  of  his  books 

mentioned  in  last  letter.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  365 

4.  Palermo  1804  Feb.  23  Writes  with  embarrassment  and  apology  that  he  sent  his 

book  Stellarum  inerrantium  positiones,  etc.,  by  the  ship  Active,  which 
arrived  in  London  in  November,  but  has  had  no  news  of  its  delivery; 
although  his  book  is  known  in  Germany,  Italy  and  France,  it  does  not 
seem  to  have  reached  R.S.  to  which  it  was  dedicated ;  requests  B.  to  enquire 
from  Messrs.  Walmesley  &  Taylor  to  whom  the  case  was  consigned. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  363 

5.  Palermo  1810  Oct.  18  Stanhope,  who  was  to  have  delivered  the  letters  B.  had 

given  him,  was  unable  to  come  to  Sicily  as  he  had  to  rejoin  his  regiment; 
he  has,  however,  now  forwarded  them;  understands  from  Prince  Castel- 
cicala  that  Berge  [Ramsden’s  successor]  does  not  wish  to  make  his  instru¬ 
ments  ;  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  use  the  instruments  previously  sent  by 
Berge,  and  until  peace  is  declared,  he  is  unwilling  to  press  his  Government 
for  others.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  78 


PICOT  DE  LAPEYROUSE,  Philippe  (1744-1818).  Botanist  and  Geologist 

1.  Toulouse  1786  Sept.  30  He  has  sent  a  book  and  a  parcel  to  B.  to  be  forwarded  to 
[Richard]  Kirwan;  as  he  does  not  know  the  latter’s  address,  he  begs  B. 
to  excuse  the  liberty  of  sending  the  packet  through  him.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  345 


PICTET,  Marc  Auguste,  F.R.S.  (1752-1825).  Natural  Philosopher 


Geneva 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


3.  Geneva 


Geneva 


5.  Geneva 


1790  Feb.  12  Presents  a  copy  of  his  book  [Essais  de  Physique,  t.  1.  Sur  le 
Feu,  Geneve,  1790]  which  is  dedicated  to  R.S.  by  permission;  he  is  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Philosophy  at  Geneva.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  336 

1790  July  27  *  Has  received  his  publications  and  will,  if  desired,  recom¬ 
mend  him  as  a  Foreign  Member  of  R.S.  [He  was  elected  in  1791.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  48 
D.T.C.  7.  154 

1790  Aug.  10  Gratefully  accepts  B.’s  offer  concerning  his  admission  to 

R.S.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  420 

1791  Jan.  16  Thanks  B.  for  having  previously  informed  him  that  he 

might  be  eligible  as  a  Foreign  Member  of  R.S.,  for  having  entered  his 
name,  and  for  giving  him  a  “certificat  d’eligibilite” ;  has  given  to  Blagden 
for  B.  a  memoir  and  drawings  containing  a  project  for  measuring  an  arc  of 
the  meridian  and  of  a  parallel  of  longitude  of  the  Observatory  of  Geneva. 
[Frenchi]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  422-423 

1799  Sept.  24  Informs  B.  that  Dolomieu,  in  returning  from  Egypt,  has 
been  captured  by  the  Neapolitans  and  carried  to  Palermo;  nothing  is  yet 
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Pictet,  Marc  Auguste,  continued 

known  of  his  fate ;  his  friends  ardently  wish  that  he  may  be  reclaimed  by 
the  English  Government  speedily  to  “save  him  from  the  blind  fury  of 
Italian  revenge”;  appeals  to  B.  to  use  all  his  influence  on  Dolomieu’s 
behalf ;  the  periodical  work  he  is  publishing  monthly,  Bibliotheque  Britan - 
?iique,  is  being  sent  regularly  to  R.S.  whenever  the  means  of  conveyance 
occurs.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  228 

D.T.C.  11.  291-292 

6.  Geneva  1801  Apl.  12  He  had  written  to  B.  three  years  earlier  to  ask  him  to 

endeavour  to  assist  Dolomieu,  who  was  imprisoned  at  Messina ;  he  received 
no  reply  but  has  heard  that  the  English  efforts  have  been  fruitless ;  he  has 
now  received  a  letter  from  Dolomieu  himself,  dated  Florence,  30  Mar., 
which  he  now  transcribes ;  in  it  Dolomieu  speaks  with  the  utmost  gratitude 
of  the  help  the  English  gave  him,  particularly  John  Broadbent,  who  risked 
much  for  him,  and  hopes  his  bravery  will  be  publicly  recognized,  and  of  the 
help  given  by  Lord  Nelson,  General  Graham,  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton  and 
others,  including  R.S.,  and  that  such  people  represent  a  civilized  nation, 
etc.;  Pictet  will  make  these  facts  as  widely  known  as  possible  “to  soften 
animosities  and  dissipate  national  opposition  and  prejudices”,  etc.  [ Partly 
French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  99-100 

7.  Geneva  1802  Mar.  13  One  of  his  objects  in  visiting  England  was  to  procure 

accurate  comparison  between  English  and  French  standards  of  length 
measurement;  Troughton  made  him  a  brass  standard,  and  he  also  ob¬ 
tained  the  microscopical  apparatus  described  by  Sir  George  Shuckburgh ; 
on  his  return,  he  invited  the  French  Institut  to  appoint  a  commission,  and 
the  resulting  report  has  been  published;  sends  B.  copies  of  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  289-290 

8.  Geneva  1819  Nov.  19  Requests  that  B.  will  allow  his  son-in-law  to  call  upon  him 

during  his  stay  in  London;  though  not  a  scientist,  he  would  greatly 
appreciate  being  present  at  one  of  B.’s  Sunday  soirees;  hopes  B.  received 
the  monograph  on  Proteus ,  sent  by  the  hand  of  Parker,  one  of  his  pupils. 

Brabourne,  169-170 

PIGAULT-LEBRUN,  Charles  Antoine  Guillaume  (1752-1825).  Novelist 

1.  Calais  1792  Nov.  17  Brings  to  the  notice  of  B.  an  illustrated  work  dealing  with 

ancient  buildings  sold  by  the  authorities  and  threatened  with  destruction ; 
enquires  especially  for  a  print  illustrating  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold, 
and  asks  B.’s  help  to  obtain  it  for  inclusion  in  the  work.  [Signed  Pigault- 
Lepinoy,  the  name  under  which  he  wrote.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  62 


PIGAULT-MAUBAILLARCQ 

1.  Calais  1800  Oct.  5  Has  been  able  to  obtain  permission  for  Fydell  to  enter 

Calais;  although  it  was  impossible  for  anyone  to  go  to  Paris  without  a 
guard,  he  has  found  one  who  would  travel  in  the  carriage  with  him ;  he  has 
given  Fydell  letters,  including  one  to  Lalande,  asking  in  B.’s  name  that  he 
would  do  everything  possible  to  obtain  permission  for  Fydell  to  go  to  the 
south  on  account  of  his  health ;  he  is  very  glad  to  have  been  able  to  perform 
this  service  for  B.;  hopes  B.  liked  the  game  pate.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  101-102 
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Pigault-Maubaillarcq,  continued  J 

2.  Calais  1803  June  11  Is  grateful  for  Knight’s  blasting-screw  and  for  B.’s  notes 

on  its  use;  expresses  gratitude  for  B.’s  recommendations  to  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth  and  the  Duchess  of  Dorset  who  have  expressed  satisfaction  for 
services  rendered  to  them  and  to  English  prisoners  of  war;  he  may  be 
appointed  Commissary  in  France  for  the  English  prisoners;  a  proffered 
gift  of  champagne.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  291-292 

PIGOU,  William.  H.E.I.C.S.  Canton;  Naturalist 

1782  May  31  Is  sending  by  the  Griffin,  cutter,  a  box  of  plants,  birds, 
insects  and  other  specimens;  encloses  a  letter  to  Gerard  Devisme  of 
Lisbon  requesting  him  to  send  B.  one  half  of  the  seeds,  etc.,  which 
Francisco  Xavier  Cardosa  Caldeira  has  promised  to  collect  and  send 
to  him;  is  leaving  at  once  for  China.  [Signed  also  by  John  Duncan.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  148 

1783  Dec.  31  Sends  by  Northumberland  a  collection  of  preserved  birds, 

China  Plemp,  shells  and  fishes;  introduces  the  bearer,  Capt.  [Henry] 
Wilson  [1750-1810,  H.E.I.C.S.],  who  will  also  deliver  some  living  plants. 
[Signed  also  by  John  Duncan.]  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  155 

PILLER,  Mathias  (1733-1788).  Mineralogist 

1.  Budapest  1784  Mar.  30  Has  heard  that  B.  is  enquiring  for  a  specimen  of  the 
mineral  first  observed  by  him,  Molybdena  Lamellaris;  regrets  he  has  no 
specimen  left;  would  be  glad  to  send  B.  any  of  the  natural  products  of 
Hungary  that  he  requires.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  31 1 

PINGO,  Lewis  (1743-1830).  Engraver  to  the  Mint 

1.  Soho  Square  1784  Mar.  4  *  The  commission  carried  out  is  much  to  his  satisfaction; 

[the  medal  issued  by  R.S.  commemorating  Captain  Cook] ;  enquires  what 
presentation  the  Society  should  make  to  him.  Lawson ,  in.  (1935).  787 

PINKERTON,  John  (1758-1826).  Historian  and  Antiquary 

1.  Soho  Square  1787  Nov.  1  *  He  will  undertake  to  solicit  subscriptions  amongst  his 

friends  for  the  projected  Lives  of  the  Scots  Saints,  if  P.  will  send  him 
some  printed  proposals  and  some  printed  receipts  for  subscriptions,  with 
authority  to  sign  them.  Pinkerton  Corr.  1.  166-170 

2.  Soho  Square  1793  Dec.  8  #  Applauds  his  undertaking  a  standard  edition  of  the  early 

historians;  to  him  and  to  Gibbon  all  who  cultivate  letters  are  indebted; 
[George]  Baldwin  [British  Consul  in  Egypt],  who  met  [William  George] 
Browne  ( q.v .)  in  Egypt,  has  a  copy  of  his  drawing  of  the  Sacellum  he  found 
at  Siwa  and  many  other  drawings  collected  by  him  in  the  East,  and  will 
exhibit  them  at  Sir  Charles  Blagden’s  house;  Sir  Charles  invites  him  to 
come  and  meet  Baldwin.  Pinkerton  Corr.  1.  336-337 

3.  Hampstead  1795  Jan.  29  Offers  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  post  of  Assistant 

Librarian  in  the  British  Museum  now  vacant  through  the  death  of  [the 
Rev.  Richard]  Southgate;  as  so  much  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to 
historical  research  and  the  study  of  manuscripts,  he  believes  himself  fitted 
for  the  post,  and  requests  B.’s  interest  in  his  favour.  [See  Walpole, 
Horace,  No.  2.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  18 


1.  Rio  de 
Janeiro 


2.  Canton 
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Pinkerton,  John,  continued 

4.  Soho  Square  1794  Feb.  1  *  Although  he  believes  that  P.’s  qualifications  are  suitable 
for  the  post  he  seeks  [a  librarianship  at  the  British  Museum],  he  regrets  he 
is  unable  to  assist  him ;  on  a  previous  occasion  the  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  asked  his  advice  on  filling  a  vacancy  in  the  Natural  History  Depart¬ 
ment;  he  gave  a  recommendation,  but  the  Archbishop  appointed  a  man 
with  no  knowledge  of  the  subject,  because  he  was  in  Orders;  as  the 
Archbishop  is  always  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  clergy,  and  as  two 
clergymen  are  candidates,  it  would  be  useless  for  him  to  attempt  any 
recommendation.  [ Pinkerton  Corr.  1.  380.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  21 
I795  Feb.  2  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  quite  understands  the  position, 
and  “shall  ever  regard  your  letter  as  a  higher  honour  than  the  appoint¬ 
ment”.  [Endorsed  by  B.,  “1795.  Librarian.  Mr  Nares  was  chosen”.  (The 
Rev.  Robert  Nares  (1753-1829),  philologist.)]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  22 
1798  May  8  As  B.  is  on  the  Committee  for  Coinage  he  wishes  to  make 
a  suggestion  as  to  the  silver  coinage,  a  matter  he  has  studied;  considers 
modern  silver  coinage  has  too  little  alloy;  ancient  coins  have  about  25% 
and  are  often  found  in  good  preservation,  whilst  modern  ones  are  worn  in 
a  few  years ;  suggests  that  the  new  silver  coinage  should  have  that  quantity 
of  alloy  and  that  all,  even  sixpences,  should  be  inscribed  on  the  edges  to 
prevent  forgery.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  277 

7.  Soho  Square  1798  May  10  *  Thanks  him  for  his  suggestion  as  to  the  coinage,  which 
will  be  duly  considered;  he  is  inclined  to  think  that  two  hard  bodies  when 
rubbed  together  will  abrade  each  other’s  surfaces  more  quickly  than  two 
soft  pieces ;  the  good  preservation  of  ancient  coins  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  ancients  did  not  have  pockets;  the  modern  custom  of  pockets  causes 
wear  of  the  coins  by  continual  friction  while  walking  or  riding. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  278 

8.  Soho  Square  1799  June  26  *  As  he  has  complete  confidence  in  Mr.  [William  George] 
Browne  for  his  judgement  as  an  observer  and  his  veracity  as  a  narrator, 
and  respect  for  the  sacrifices  he  has  made  in  the  pursuit  of  useful  know¬ 
ledge,  it  is  impossible  that  anyone  could  have  quoted  him  as  expressing 
any  opinion  to  the  contrary;  he  is  sure  that  P.  has  been  misinformed. 

Pinkerton  Corr.  2.  69 

1800  Jan.  18  Is  engaged  upon  a  work  of  general  geography;  requests  that 
he  may  use  B.’s  library  and  ask  his  advice  as  occasion  may  arise;  his  work 
is  wholly  unconnected  with  any  party,  political  or  literary,  and  aims  only 
at  truth  and  the  interests  of  science;  hopes  B.  approves  his  plan. 

D.T.C.  12.  11-12 

10.  Soho  Square  1800  Jan.  19  *  As  he  has  always  had  full  permission  to  use  the  library, 
cannot  understand  his  motive  in  applying  for  the  renewal  of  a  privilege 
which  was  never  taken  from  him ;  he  thinks  it  imprudent  to  commence  a 
geographical  work  so  immediately  after  the  very  great  mistake  he  made  in 
his  criticisms  of  Major  Rennell  and  the  African  Association,  which  will 
discredit  his  reputation  as  a  geographer  in  the  minds  of  those  who  read 
the  refutation  Rennell  is  about  to  publish.  D.T.C.  12.  13 

[Hampstead]  1800  Jan.  28  So  many  years  have  elapsed  since  he  last  called  at  B.’s 

house  that  he  thought  it  would  be  disrespectful  to  reappear  without 
application;  he  totally  disclaims  the  critique  mentioned  by  B.  and  any 
errors  in  it;  although  he  furnished  the  materials,  he  had  no  opportunity 
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Pinkerton,  John,  continued 

of  stopping  the  garbling,  additions  and  alterations  made  by  others  con¬ 
ducting  the  Journal;  the  paragraph  on  the  African  Association  was  not 
written  by  him  at  all ;  observes  that  geographers  of  all  periods  from  Ptolemy 
onwards  have  made  mistakes,  but  it  would  be  an  evil  if  no  one  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  point  them  out ;  he  is  informed  that  Major  Rennell  is  very  angry 
with  him,  but  his  conduct  is  the  reverse  of  Gibbon’s ;  has  many  friends  in 

the  African  Assn,  and  he  would  never  give  them  offence ;  refers  to  reports 

circulated  concerning  [George]  Nicol.  D.T.C.  12.  24-27 

12.  Hampstead  1800  Mar.  24  Has  seen  in  Major  Rennell’s  book  an  angry  note  against 

the  Critical  Review  which  the  authors  must  answer;  but  if  this  be  the 
error  referred  to  by  B.,  the  Major  is  “on  slippery  ground”  as  regards  the 
date  of  [Vasco  da]  Gama’s  Voyage;  considers  the  Major  a  good  mathe¬ 
matician  and  engineer,  but  in  knowledge  of  the  literature  of  the  Middle 
Ages  not  comparable  with  himself;  states  at  length  his  opinions  on  the 
Major’s  “gross  lapse”  and  the  misrepresentations  of  literary  sycophants; 
he  and  his  friends  should  remember  that  there  is  no  monopoly  of  science, 
etc.  D.T.C.  12.  51-53 

13.  Soho  Square  1803  Mar.  26  *  As  he  has  no  desire  to  enter  into  literary  controversy, 

he  will  make  no  comment  on  his  criticisms  of  Major  Rennell  nor  on  his 
conjectures,  but  considers  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  both  of  P.  and 
himself  that  their  intercourse  should  cease.  D.T.C.  12.  54 

14.  Soho  Square  1807  June  5  *  As  his  correspondence  with  France  has  been  interrupted 

by  the  regulations  of  the  French  Emperor,  he  has  for  some  time  ceased  to 
make  applications  in  favour  of  his  countrymen  as  he  formerly  did  when 
there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  success;  regrets  therefore  that  he  cannot 
interfere  in  favour  of  [Thomas]  Cadell.  Pinkerton  Corr.  2.  359-360 


PITT,  John,  2nd 
1.  Soho  Square 


Earl  of  Chatham  (1756-1835).  Statesman 

1790  Dec.  10  *  Requests  that  Bligh  may  be  included  in  the  next  list  of 
preferments  as  all  the  other  companions  of  Capt.  Cook  have  long  ago  been 
promoted ;  the  disappointment  and  suspense  have  preyed  on  his  mind ;  he 
holds  him  in  the  highest  esteem.  D.T.C.  7.  176-177 

2.  Soho  Square  1791  July  8  *  He  understands  that  Capt.  Molesworth  Phillips  is  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Agent  to  the  Royal  Marines ;  offers  his  testimony 
in  his  favour;  he  was  present  at  the  death  of  Capt.  Cook,  and  though 
seriously  wounded,  he  risked  his  life  in  saving  that  of  one  of  his  comrades ; 
testifies  to  his  honour,  integrity  and  ability  and  will  willingly  be  one  of  his 
sureties.  D.T.C.  7.  232-233 

1793  Sept.  1  #  Pays  tribute  to  Bligh’s  success  in  bringing  the  Bread¬ 
fruit  from  the  East  to  the  West  Indies;  mentions  the  unusual  care  taken 
by  Bligh  for  the  safety  of  the  trees  and  his  outstanding  abilities  as  an 
officer;  considers  him  worthy  of  promotion;  also  recommends  Lieut. 
Porlock  for  promotion.  D.T.C.  8.  249-251 

4.  Soho  Square  1799  June  8  *  He  is  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  African  Association 
to  send  the  enclosed  papers  for  recommendation  to  other  members  of  the 
Cabinet;  states  that  trade  with  the  negroes  for  manufactured  goods  is 
firmly  established,  that  gold  is  found  in  plenty  in  all  the  torrents  and  in  the 
Wicklow  Mountains,  and  that  Britain  should  secure  the  whole  of  the 
African  coast  from  Huguin  to  Sierra  Leone.  D.T.C.  11.  233-235 
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PITT,  William  (1759-1806).  Statesman.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Soho  Square  1793  June  16  *  He  states  the  case  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  in  the 

matter  of  Mudge’s  petition  [see  Cameron,  235  ff.] ;  he  hopes  that  science 
may  be  rescued  from  the  discredit  into  which  it  must  fall  if  public  awards 
are  given  to  those  who  have  the  greatest  interest  in  preference  to  those  who 
have  the  greatest  merit.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  138 

2.  Soho  Square  1794  Dec.  3  *  He  is  aware  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  occasion 

for  the  use  of  the  telegraph,  but  a  situation  might  suddenly  arise  when  its 
use  will  be  of  great  importance,  and  suggests  that  an  efficient  plan  should 
be  made  in  advance,  ready  for  immediate  execution ;  although  he  has  had 
many  applications  in  this  connection,  one  of  his  acquaintances  who 
possesses  the  knowledge  and  ability,  he  wishes  to  recommend  to  the  post 
of  Telegrapher  to  the  King,  and  testifies  to  his  competence  and  integrity. 
[The  applicant  is  Charles  Wilkins  ( q.v.).~\  P.  R.  O.  Chatham,  3.125 

D.T.C.  9.  132 

3.  Soho  Square  1797  Mar.  17  #  Suggests  an  interview  on  the  subject  of  opening  com¬ 

munication  with  the  French  Institut  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the 
publications  of  that  body  for  those  of  R.S.,  which  has  for  some  time 
lapsed;  an  opportunity  has  arisen  for  achieving  this  object  through  [Jean] 
Charretie  {q.v.),  French  Commissary  in  London  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners.  [Edw.  Smith,  206-207;  N.R.R.S.  9.  259.]  P.  R.  O.  Chatham,  3.127 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  115 

PLANTA,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (1744-1827).  Principal  Librarian,  British  Museum;  Secretary,  Royal 
Society 

1.  British 
Museum 


2.  Soho  Square 


3.  British 
Museum 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  British 
Museum 
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1783  Apl.  5.  He  was  unprepared  for  the  opposition  of  B.  and  the  Council 
of  R.S.  to  his  proposals  as  to  publication  of  papers  in  full  or  in  abstract; 
sets  out  his  views  fully,  with  reference  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  of  the  Berlin  Academy;  considers  he  has  been  ungenerously 
treated.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  190-192 

D.T.C.  3.  18-21 

1783  Apl.  5  *  Considers  P.’s  arguments  unconvincing  and  examines  each 
in  detail;  comparison  of  R.S.  with  Parliament  is  irrelevant,  but  with  the 
Berlin  Academy  quite  proper,  though  its  practice  and  that  of  R.S.  differ 
much;  he  is  prepared  to  call  a  meeting  to  consider  possible  revision  of  the 
rules  of  the  Committee  of  Papers.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  193 

D.T.C.  3.  22-24 

1783  Apl.  5  Thanks  B.  for  his  full  statement,  but  still  feels  unconvinced 
and  aggrieved ;  requests  that  B.  will  take  no  further  action  in  the  matter. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  194 
D.T.C.  3.  25 

1783  Apl.  6  *  Contests  P.’s  opinion  that  the  Council  refused  to  grant 
him  a  request  that  they  had  allowed  to  one  of  his  predecessors;  as  Dr. 
Birch  is  evidently  meant,  asks  for  copy  of  the  Minutes  on  that  occasion. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  195 
D.T.C.  3.  26 

1783  Apl.  7  Is  still  unconvinced;  makes  a  further  long  statement  of  his 
views,  which  may  be  reduced  to  the  question :  what  is  the  detriment  to  the 
Society  from  the  publication  of  simple  abstracts  of  unprinted  papers  ? ; 
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Plant  a,  Joseph,  continued 

considers  B.  has  evaded  the  arguments  originally  set  out  in  full  in  his  first 
letter;  encloses  copies  of  the  minutes  asked  for. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  196-198 
D.T.C.  3.  27-30 

6.  Soho  Square  1783  Apl.  8  *  Declines  to  enter  into  further  correspondence  on  R.S. 

publications;  “let  the  Council  answer  the  charge  of  arbitrary  injustice’’. 

D.T.C.  3.  31 

1787  July  13  His  name  has  been  suggested  to  Sir  Sampson  Gideon  who 
requires  a  tutor  to  take  charge  of  his  son  on  his  travels ;  as  a  liberal  re¬ 
muneration  is  offered,  he  much  desires  the  appointment  owing  to  an 
increase  in  his  family  responsibilities;  requests  B.’s  interest  in  his  favour 
if  he  is  consulted.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35068.  125 

1805  June  4  Informs  B.  that  the  memorial  to  Parliament  has  been  sealed 
and  sent  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  will  present  it ;  the  revision  of  the 
Statutes  [of  the  British  Museum]  has  been  completed ;  as  the  catalogue  [of 
the  Towneley  Collection]  has  not  come,  he  proposes  to  call  upon  [Edward 
Towneley]  Standish  and  to  take  [Taylor]  Combe  with  him,  but  will  first 
discuss  the  matter  with  B.  [Aee  Abbot,  Charles,  No.  n.] 

D.T.C.  16.  48 

PLAYFAIR,  Rev.  John,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1748-1819).  Mathematician  and  Geologist 

1.  Edinburgh  1792  Jan.  27  As  secretary  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  informs  B. 


8. 


British 

Museum 


of  his  election  as  an  Honorary  Fellow. 


D.T.C.  8.  7 


PLOYER,  Karl  von  (1739-1784  +  ).  Geologist. 

1.  Klagenfurt  1783  Oct.  13  In  reply  to  B.’s  enquiry  for  “marbre  des  coquilles  opali- 

sante”,  can  offer  a  small  quantity,  his  last  remaining  piece;  asks  for 
instructions  how  to  send  it,  and  mentions  his  description  of  it,  under  an 
assumed  name,  in  Vol.  3  of  the  “Ecris  de  la  Societe  des  Curieuses 
[Curieux]  de  la  Nature”  ;  offers  other  rare  Carinthian  minerals.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  219-220 

2.  Klagenfurt  1783  Nov.  5  Informs  B.  that  Weikart,  Member  of  the  Council  of 

Regency  at  Vienna,  has  decided  to  sell  his  fine  collection  of  Minerals ;  de 
Born  is  arranging  the  prices  and  applications  should  be  made  to  him,  to 
von  Ployer  or  to  the  proprietor  himself ;  encloses  the  catalogue ;  refers  to 
his  previous  letter  giving  the  price  of  the  piece  of  Lumachelle  opalisante  de 
Carinthie.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  221 

3.  Klagenfurt  1784  Jan.  21  Repeats  the  price  of  the  opalescent  shell-bearing  marble, 

fearing  that  B.  has  not  received  his  previous  letter.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  312 


PODMANCTZKY,  Joseph  Louis,  Baron 

1.  Paris  1781  Feb.  6  Introduces  Noseka  of  Prague. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  39-40 

2.  Budapest  1791  Apl.  15  Apologizes  for  his  long  silence  which  is  due  to  the  political 

situation  in  Hungary;  recommends  warmly  his  friend  Don  Felice  Caron, 
librarian  to  the  Comte  de  Wieray  ( ?) ;  refers  to  the  Diet  of  Pressburg. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  424-425 
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POLE,  William  Wellesley,  ist  Baron  Maryborough  and  3rd  Earl  of  Mornington  (1763-1845). 
Statesman 


1.  Admiralty 
Office 


2.  Soho  Square 


3.  Soho  Square 


4.  Royal  Mint 

5.  Royal  Mint 


1809  Jan.  7  [As  Sec.  to  Admiralty,  to  W.  Fawkener  ( q.v .)  Sec.  Board  of 
Trade.]  The  Memorandum  of  Boulton  &  Baker  (q.v.)  has  been  favourably 
considered  by  the  Board,  and  orders  have  been  given  for  the  liberation  of 
2  masters,  9  mates  and  35  seamen,  to  navigate  the  seven  Icelandic  Ships 
which  have  been  liberated.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  20-21 

1809  Apl.  16  *  Offers  to  give  an  account  of  the  present  state  of  Iceland 
as  found  by  the  British  voyagers  under  Admiralty  licence ;  the  Clarence  left 
Liverpool,  29  Dec.  last;  the  Danes  had  not  visited  the  island  since  late 
1807;  gives  an  account  of  the  seizure  of  the  island  and  the  events  that 
followed.  [Based  on  Jorgensen’s  (q.v.)  narrative,  which  he  had  received 
two  days  before.]  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  42-43 

1818  Aug.  21  *  Offers  a  collection  of  numismatic  books  and  of  coins  and 
medals  which  he  made  while  serving  on  the  Coin  Committee  of  P.C. ; 
among  the  coins  are  works  by  Hameroni,  Simon  Varen,  Briot  and  other 
celebrated  die-sinkers;  wishes  his  gift  to  form  the  commencement  of  a 
Mint  Museum.  Royal  Mint:  Record  Bk.  20.  122 

1818  Aug.  24  [As  Master  of  the  Mint.]  Returns  thanks  for  the  valuable 
collection  of  books,  coins  and  medals  given  by  B.,  which  will  remove  the 
deficiency  the  Mint  has  hitherto  suffered.  Royal  Mint:  Record  Bk.  20. 123 

1819  Jan.  22  The  Deputy-Master  [W.  J.  Morrison  (q.v.)\  has  reported  the 

gift  by  Lady  Banks  of  the  collection  of  books,  coins  and  medals  formed  by 
the  late  Miss  S.  S.  Banks;  returns  thanks  to  Lady  Banks  and  to  B.  for 
this  gift,  and  thanks  B.  also  for  the  advice  and  information  he  has  so  often 
imparted  relating  to  coinage.  Royal  Mint:  Record  Bk.  20.  189 


POLFIELD,  Thomas 

1.  Soho  Square  1778  Dec.  14  *  Offers  a  copy  of  Valerius  Cordus,  having  heard  him 

express  a  wish  that  he  had  it  in  his  possession.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  23 

2.  Soho  Square  1778  Dec.  28  *  Informs  him  that  “Valerius  Cordus  set  out  this  day  to 

claim  a  place  in  Mr.  Polfield’s  library”  at  Wilsick,  near  Doncaster;  asks 
that  specimens  of  any  rare  plants  he  may  meet  with  may  be  sent  to  him ; 
congratulates  him  on  his  attempt  to  extricate  the  old  synonyms  of  the 
English  plants  from  the  obscurity  and  confusion  which  more  modern 
botanists  have  brought  upon  them.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  24 

3.  [Soho  Square  1778  — ]  *  Note  by  B.  “Valerius  Cordus  was  the  son  of  Ennius  Cordus, 

was  born  in  1515,  and  was  unfortunately,  when  on  his  way  to  Rome  in 
1544,  killed  by  a  horse.  His  works  are  rare  and  the  editions  Xiosionides 
which  he  published  are  still  thought  valuable.”  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  26 

POLI,  Giuseppe  Saverio,  F.R.S.  (1746-1825) 

1.  Naples  1 783  May  13  Encloses  a  description  of  the  Earthquake  in  Calabria  in 

Feb.  1783,  for  presentation  to  R.S.;  it  is  compiled  from  authentic  sources 
and  contains  an  account  of  the  meteorological  conditions  before  and  during 
the  disaster,  its  effect  on  the  country  and  the  damage  and  loss  of  life 
sustained.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8967.  38-44 

2.  Naples  *784  Mar.  2  Requests  that  the  Capt.  Cook  gold  medal  be  handed  to  the 

Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  his  silver  medal  to  Ramsden;  he  has  made 
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Poli,  Giuseppe  Saverio,  continued 

several  balloons  to  satisfy  the  King  of  Naples,  but  does  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  construct  balloons  generally;  thanks  B.  for  communicating  his 
paper  to  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  313 

POLIER,  Anthony  Louis  Henry  (1741-1795).  Swiss  Army  Officer  in  H.E.I.C.S. 

1.  London  1789  May  20  Describes  in  detail  his  endeavours  to  procure  the  sacred 
books  of  the  Hindoos,  the  very  existence  of  which  many  scholars  have 
denied;  after  prolonged  search,  by  the  help  of  Don  Pedro  da  Silva,  a 
Portuguese  physician,  who  approached  a  friendly  Rajah,  permission  was 
obtained  to  have  a  copy  of  one  of  these  books  made;  this  was  done,  and 
having  been  authenticated  by  a  learned  Brahmin,  he  sent  it  to  Sir  William 
Jones  ( q.v .)  whose  knowledge  of  the  language  and  mythology  will  enable 
him  to  translate  it;  he  now  wishes  to  present  the  book  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  British  Museum,  but  with  the  condition  that  Sir  William  Jones  and 
Mr.  Wilkins  may  have  access  to  it.  [This  and  other  Indian  MSS.  were 
presented  to  the  B.M.  22  May,  1789.  Add.  MSS.  5346-5357.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  5346.  1-4 


POLLEN,  George  Augustus  (1775-1808).  Army  Officer 

1.  Berlin  1804  Feb.  23  Although  personally  unknown  to  B.  he  refers  him  to  Lord 

Moira,  Lord  Cornwallis,  Sir  John  Sinclair  and  others;  he  has  planned  an 
expedition  from  Berlin  through  Odessa,  Constantinople,  thence  by  the 
Black  Sea  and  Caspian  to  Astrabad  and  to  join  the  caravan  to  Herat  and 
Kandahar  and  finally  to  Lhasa;  there  he  will  decipher  the  manuscripts 
in  the  library  of  the  Lama  and  purchase  or  copy  those  that  throw  light 
on  the  early  history  of  science;  he  intends  to  transport  them  thence  to 
Calcutta  and  Bombay  and  return  to  Europe ;  it  will  be  necessary  to  have 
the  sanction  and  authority  of  the  King  of  England  and  the  Emperor  of 
Russia ;  he  will  require  to  take  a  mathematician,  a  geographer,  a  physician 
and  one  or  two  orientalists ;  estimates  the  cost  at  £ 2000  per  annum,  and 
£ 5000  for  the  purchase  of  manuscripts;  he  hopes  for  support  from  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia  and  depends  on  B.  to  secure 
the  support  of  the  King  of  England,  and  the  men  of  science  he  requires. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  287-288 
D.T.C.  14.  228-232 

2.  Soho  Square  1804  Mar.  29  *  Whilst  always  ready  to  be  of  use  to  travellers,  he  regrets 

that  he  is  unable  to  act  as  his  principal  agent  in  his  proposed  journey;  as 
he  is  unknown  to  him,  he  could  not  answer  the  questions  that  would 
naturally  be  put  to  him,  nor  could  he  find  scientists  ready  to  join  gratui¬ 
tously  in  so  long  and  hazardous  a  journey  under  a  leader  of  whom  he  has 
no  knowledge,  nor  could  he  possibly  advocate  to  the  King  the  claims  of  an 
absolute  stranger.  D.T.C.  14.  247-248 

3.  Berlin  1804  Apl.  20  Is  very  disappointed  in  B.’s  reply,  especially  as  he  gave  him 

respectable  references ;  as  his  own  country  will  not  assist  him,  he  will  with¬ 
hold  from  it  any  scientific  and  commercial  benefits  resulting  from  his 
journey;  thinks  B.  has  been  hasty  and  impolite;  is  leaving  Berlin  for  the 
East  on  20th  May,  and  if  he  is  unable  to  do  anything  for  his  country  it  is 
due  to  the  indifference  with  which  B.  received  his  proposals.  [Attached 
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Pollen,  George  Augustus,  continued 

is  a  note  by  B.  that  the  plan  of  the  journey  is  not  Pollen’s,  but  was  sug¬ 
gested  by  Dancarville,  who  seems  ignorant  of  the  difficulties  of  entering 
the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Lama;  should  public  money  be  entrusted  to  a 
man  who  has  been  unable  to  take  care  of  his  own  ?]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  290 

D.T.C.  14.  251-254 


POLLOCK,  Sir  David,  F.R.S.  (1780-1847).  Lawyer,  afterwards  Judge 

1.  Carey  Street  1814  May  4  Upon  being  informed  by  B.  that  the  Committee  of  the  R.S. 

on  the  Gas  Light  Co.  have  sent  their  report  to  the  Sec.  of  State,  he  applied 
to  Lord  Sidmouth  [Home  Secretary]  for  a  copy  of  it  for  the  Directors  of 
the  company;  Lord  S.  cannot  supply  a  copy  of  an  official  document,  but 
has  no  objection  to  R.S.  doing  so ;  requests  the  copy  accordingly  as  various 
contracts  are  delayed  until  the  results  of  the  enquiry  are  known. 

Sabin  Coll.  <3) 
D.T.C.  19.  26-27 

2.  Carey  Street  1814  May  4  Covering  letter  explaining  the  reason  for  addressing  the 

foregoing  letter  to  B.  as  P.R.S.  Sabin  Coll.  <4) 

D.T.C.  19.  28 

3.  [Soho  Square  1814  May  5]  *  It  appears  to  him  anomalous  that  R.S.  should  give  a  copy 

of  the  Report  when  the  Secretary  of  State  had  declined  to  give  the  Society 
authority  to  part  with  one ;  John  Beckett  will  provide  a  copy  of  the  Report 
under  the  title  of  an  extract,  as  soon  as  it  is  applied  for. 

Sabin  Coll.  <4)  vo. 
D.T.C.  19.  29 


POND,  John,  F.R.S.  (1767-1836).  Astronomer  Royal 

1.  [Revesby  1815]  Sept.  4  *  Regrets  that  an  error  of  some  importance  in  the  Nautical 

Abbey  Almanac  has  been  pointed  out  to  him  [ see  F irminger,  T.] ;  he  hopes  and 

trusts  that  no  seaman  in  a  hazardous  situation  has  relied  on  the  Almanac ; 
should  a  ship  have  been  lost  in  consequence  of  the  error,  a  heavy  re¬ 
sponsibility  would  be  incurred ;  requests  him  to  find  out  the  cause  of  this. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  88 

2.  Soho  Square  1815  Dec.  11  *  Introduces  William  Scoresby  and  requests  that  he  may 

be  shown  such  parts  of  the  Observatory  as  he  wishes  to  see;  he  has  for 
several  years  been  in  the  whale  fishery  and  is  the  best  informed  person 
concerning  Spitzbergen  and  is  always  zealous  for  the  advancement  of 
science.  [ See  Scoresby,  W.,  No.  3.]  Whitby ,  B.  2 

3.  Royal  1815  Dec.  14  Informs  B.  that  their  mutual  friend  [Mendoza  y  Rios 

Society  (<7-'y-)]  has  fallen  into  a  total  error  on  the  subject  of  his  memorial  arising  from 

a  misconception  from  which  even  the  greatest  mathematicians  are  never 
exempt ;  he  now  wishes  to  withdraw  his  memorial  for  further  consideration. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  78 


PONTHIEU,  Henry  de  (fl.  1773-1791).  West  Indian  Merchant  and  Naturalist 

1.  Princes  St.,  1778  Jan.  23  Sends  a  large  collection  of  plants  made  in  the  W.  Indies, 
Bedford  Row  arranged  on  the  Linnaean  system ;  many  were  destroyed  by  insects ;  gives  a 

long  account  of  his  collecting,  studies  and  adventures.  Kew :  B.C.  1.  69 

2.  Princes  St.,  1778  Apl.  26  Habitats  of  Magnolia  and  other  plants;  collections  by  John 

Bedford  Row  Greg;  asks  B.  to  send  him  a  supply  of  paper.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  75 
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P  o  N  T  H I E  u,  Henry  de,  continued 

3.  Antigua  1779  Aug.  4  Drought  has  prevented  collecting  plants;  has  studied  the 


4.  Antigua 

fishes  and  insects,  but  has  no  means  of  catching  and  preserving  them; 
social  and  political  conditions;  attack  by  the  French.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  82 

1781  July  25  Has  been  hindered  from  writing  and  from  his  studies  by 

the  arrival  of  a  new  Governor,  and  by  the  presence  of  Admirals  Rodney, 
Hood  and  Drake  in  the  harbour ;  he  has  visited  the  neighbouring  islands ; 
his  official  appointment  and  victualling  contract.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  105 

5.  Antigua 

1782  Sept.  11  A  M.  Bourde,  captured  by  a  privateer  in  his  passage  from 

lie  de  Bourbon  to  Lorient,  has  in  his  charge  an  instrument  for  determining 
longitude  and  mentions  his  observations  made  with  it ;  has  therefore  sent 
him  to  England  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  B. ;  sends  by  a  friend  in  the 
convoy  his  drawings  and  notes  on  fishes  and  some  dried  specimens. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  1 74-1 75 

6.  Antigua 

1783  Mar.  29  Cultivation  of  Cassia  and  Senna;  Negroes  who  speak 

Arabic  have  been  brought  from  E.  coast  of  Africa ;  suggests  employing  them 
in  exploring  the  interior  of  Africa ;  manners  and  customs  of  these  negroes. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  131 

7.  Antigua 

1783  Apl.  12  Financial  matters;  his  son  is  going  to  Bombay  as  a  writer; 

is  out  of  office  and  thinks  of  returning;  intends  first  to  explore  the  Natural 
History  more  completely,  and  to  visit  Dominica  with  Greg. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  134 

8.  Antigua 

1783  Aug.  30  His  intended  visits  to  Guadeloupe  and  Dominica;  has 

completed  his  official  services;  sends  testimonials  and  asks  B.’s  help  to 
procure  another  appointment.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  148 

9.  Antigua 

1784  Mar.  22  Thanks  B.  for  endeavours  on  his  behalf;  will  send  Cin¬ 

chona  bark  and  some  fossils ;  observations  on  the  local  fishes. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  158 

10.  Antigua 

1785  Jan.  19  Sends  seeds  and  requests  that  some  of  them  be  sent  to  Kew 

and  to  Sir  George  Yonge;  will  send  a  collection  of  ferns. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  190 

1 1 .  Antigua 

1785  Sept.  27  Is  still  studying  fishes  and  preserving  specimens  in  rum; 

his  drawings  and  descriptions;  medicinal  herbs;  establishment  of  Botanic 
Garden  at  St.  Vincent ;  cultivation  of  Cinnamon,  Cloves,  Pepper,  etc. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  205 

12.  Antigua 

1785  Oct.  2  Is  sending  by  Wilkins  specimens  of  Mollusca,  fishes  and 

plants;  parrot-fishes;  desires  that  some  of  his  specimens  be  offered  to 
British  Museum  and  R.S.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  208 

13.  London 

[1787]  —  Information  of  embezzlement  by  the  storekeeper  in  the  English 

harbour  having  been  given  to  Prince  William,  he  and  Capt.  Nelson  have 
applied  to  the  Solicitor-General  to  take  action  against  the  culprit;  as  this 
office  is  thus  vacant,  asks  B.’s  interest  to  obtain  the  appointment. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  206 

14.  Topsham, 
Devon 

1791  Apl.  30  Regrets  he  was  unable  to  call  upon  B.  before  his  retirement 

from  London;  sends  an  account  of  the  Negroes  from  the  east  and  interior 
of  Africa  on  information  gained  whilst  in  W.  Indies ;  offers  this,  if  useful, 
to  the  African  Association.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  43 
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POORE,  Richard. 

1.  Spanish 
Town, 
Jamaica 

2.  Spanish 
Town, 
Jamaica 

3.  Spanish 
Town, 
Jamaica 

4.  Jamaica 


5.  [London] 


6.  Andover 

7.  Andover 


Army  Officer 

1778  Feb.  21  Thanks  B.  for  his  intended  consignment  of  living  plants; 
sends  hints  on  the  best  method  of  sending  them ;  asks  for  instructions  for 
preserving  plants  and  insects.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  71 

1778  Nov.  18  As  the  captain  of  a  garrison  his  duties  have  prevented  him 
from  sending  plants;  the  members  of  the  Assembly  are  very  pleased  at  the 
prospect  of  receiving  Indian  plants  promised  by  B.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  78 

1781  Oct.  30  He  has  sent  a  box  of  specimens  and  has  others  to  send  as 

soon  as  war  conditions  will  permit;  he  has  a  pair  of  ancient  Peruvian 
ear-rings.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  109 

1782  Aug.  14  Description  of  a  plant  locally  called  “Love  Plant”  or 

“Walking  Bush”  [a  parasitic  plant  of  the  Dodder  kind,  Cuscuta  or  Cas- 
sytha ].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  169 

1783  Apl.  11  He  sends  a  plant  the  root  of  which  is  used  medicinally, 
also  land-shells;  the  other  objects  in  bottles  were  all  broken  at  the  Custom 
House;  he  has  sent  B.’s  seeds  to  Hinton  East  ( q.v .)  in  Jamaica. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  133 

1783  Apl.  23  Informs  B.  that  the  medicinal  plant  has  been  tried  with 
success  by  one  of  his  relatives;  discusses  other  plants.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  136 

1783  May  6  The  gift  of  plants  by  B.  to  Jamaica  will  be  cared  for  by 
Hinton  East;  gives  directions  how  to  send  them;  further  remarks  on  the 
medicinal  value  of  the  root  he  previously  sent.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  138 


POR.TALIS,  Joseph  Marie  (1778-1858) 

1.  London  [1803  — ]  He  has  been  commissioned  to  buy  a  complete  set  of  Phil. 

Trans,  and  wants  information  when  the  first  volume  was  published,  the 
dates  when  publication  was  suspended  and  some  obscure  points  on  the 
volumes  issued  between  1665  and  1695;  wishes  to  obtain  Thomas  Birch’s 
history  of  the  early  years  of  R.S.,  and  asks  when  the  meetings  began,  etc. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  293 

2.  London  1803  May  2  On  behalf  of  the  Prof,  of  Arabic  and  Turkish  at  the 

Bibliotheque  Nationale,  asks  whether  any  translations  have  been  made  of 
the  MSS.  acquired  by  English  expeditions  to  Egypt  and  Syria,  and  what 
works  on  the  languages,  history,  etc.,  of  those  and  other  countries  of  the 
Middle  East  have  appeared  in  recent  years;  another  friend  wishes  to 
know  if  there  are  any  English  works  on  the  ancient  monuments  of  the 
Balearic  Islands ;  thanks  B.  for  his  advice  as  to  Phil.  Trans. ;  he  has  seen  the 
set  at  Robson’s  which  seems  suitable.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  294 


PORTEOUS,  Henry  (1762-1819).  Botanic  Gardener 

1.  St.  Helena  1789  Sept.  26  Is  sending  by  Contractor,  Capt.  John  Bartlet,  seeds  of 
Barringtonia  speciosa ;  there  are  several  kinds  of  seeds  that  resist  salt  water 
and  are  washed  ashore,  probably  from  the  African  coast. 


Kew:  B.C.  1.  361 

2.  St.  Helena  1790  June  8  He  is  sending  a  consignment  of  living  plants;  he  is  unable 
to  pay  much  attention  to  Botany  owing  to  his  duties  at  a  distance  from  the 
Botanic  Garden,  which  is,  however,  well  cared  for  by  Robert  Brooke  (q.v.) ; 
the  Directors  have  sent  out  men  to  be  trained  for  India  and  have  allotted 
them  land  while  in  St.  Helena.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  13A 
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Porteous,  Henry,  continued 

3.  St.  Helena  1802  Sept.  5  [To  Col.  Robert  Patton  ( q.v.).\  Reports  that  the  plants  for 
Kew  by  Princess  Charlotte  have  been  repotted  in  fresh  soil  and  placed  in  a 
shady  situation  in  the  Botanic  Garden;  Lord  Valentia’s  plants  have  been 
placed  with  them ;  with  a  note  in  confirmation  by  Lord  V.  [See  Annesley, 
George,  No.  2.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  60 

PORTER,  W.  Partner  in  W.  Porter  &  Co.  Merchant  Bankers 

1.  Copthall  1787  Apl.  10  Enquires  as  to  Ledyard’s  financial  position  as  his  partner 

Court  in  St.  Petersburg  has  made  cash  advances  to  him.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  264 

PORTLAND,  Duke,  Duchess  of—  See  Bentinck,  W.  H.  C.;  M.C. 


POURRET,  Abbe  Pierre  Andre  (1754-1818).  Naturalist 

1.  Narbonne  1782  Feb.  5  Has  received  through  Broussonet  B.’s  request  for  Insects, 

which  he  hopes  to  fulfil ;  sends  a  packet  of  seeds.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  107 

2.  Narbonne  1783  Mar.  22  Asks  B.  to  send  his  requirements  directly  to  him  instead 

of  to  Broussonet  as  formerly;  sends  a  packet  of  83  species  of  seeds  similar 
to  those  sent  to  Aiton  and  offers  any  other  specimens  of  Natural  History 
that  B.  desires,  on  his  return  from  Toulouse.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  222 

3.  Paris  1784  Feb.  12  Congratulates  B.  on  his  re-election  as  President  of  R.S.; 

has  been  botanizing  in  the  Pyrenees  with  Broussonet  and  Sibthorp  since 
when  he  has  been  in  attendance  upon  the  Archbishop  of  Toulouse;  asks 
for  plants.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  3 14-3 15 

4.  Paris  1784  Mar.  20  Repeats  the  substance  of  his  last  letter  to  which  he  has 

received  no  reply.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  316-317 

5.  Brienne  1784  Sept.  12  Thanks  B.  for  reply  to  his  letters;  he  would  have  sent  a 

small  work  by  the  hand  of  the  Abbe  Morlaix  who  should  have  left  for 
England,  but  was  delayed;  had  he  knowm,  he  would  have  sent  it  by 
Broussonet ;  the  Abbe  will  soon  leave,  and  he  will  send  by  him  some  dried 
plants  described  by  him  for  the  Acad,  of  Toulouse,  or  some  from  India, 
for  B.’s  opinion;  will  send  a  box  of  fossils;  discussion  of  Cistus ;  as  he 
cannot  return  to  Narbonne,  he  is  working  on  his  Herbarium  and  asks  B. 
for  duplicates,  also  enquires  about  prices,  etc.,  of  books  wanted  for  the 
library.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  1 54-1 55 

6.  Paris  x 785  Feb.  23  By  the  Vicomte  de  Canisy,  nephew  of  the  Archbishop  of 

Toulouse,  sends  fossils  and  dried  plants  as  specimens,  but  can  send  others 
from  Brienne;  asks  B.  to  send  back  by  Canisy  the  species  of  Cistus  he 
promised;  would  also  like  Banksia ;  offers  Minerals  from  the  Pyrenees; 
news  of  Broussonet  and  of  the  Academie.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  156-157 

7.  Brienne  1785  Oct.  25  His  new  position  has  kept  him  busy  with  his  benefice;  he 

received  B.’s  letter  while  in  Paris  and  Broussonet  undertook  to  send  off 
the  articles  required;  progress  of  his  work  on  Cistus ;  asks  for  Geranium , 
Banksia  and  other  plants  for  his  Herbarium;  has  some  plants  from  the 
Cape  given  by  Sonnerat.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  348-349 

8.  Narbonne  1791  Sept.  29  Hopes  for  a  renewal  of  correspondence  with  B. ;  is  forming 

a  Botanical  Garden  at  Narbonne  and  asks  for  seeds  and  bulbs ;  offers  local 
plants;  refers  to  Broussonet’s  election  as  a  Deputy.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  76-77 
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Pourret,  Abbe  Pierre  Andre,  continued. 

1791  Oct.  — ]  *  Compliments  him  on  his  courage  in  misfortune;  has 

forwarded  his  letter  and  list  of  species  to  Aiton,  and  now  sends  a  packet 
of  seeds  from  Kew;  mentions  new  plants;  invites  him  to  England  as  he 
foresees  serious  troubles  in  France.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  77  vo. 

1792  Apl.  15  Explains  his  reasons  for  declining  B.’s  invitation  to  England; 

discusses  botanical  matters  and  describes  his  present  mode  of  life ;  Aiton’s 
list  of  desiderata  arrived  too  late  to  send  everything  asked  for,  but  he  sends 
a  small  packet  for  him.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  78-79 

1794  May  10  Describes  his  sorrows  in  exile  and  regrets  his  lack  of  fore¬ 
sight  in  declining  B.’s  offer  of  asylum  in  England  before  he  quitted  Nar- 
bonne ;  refers  to  the  kindness  of  his  old  friend  Ortega  ( q.v .) ;  has  compared 
his  plants  collected  in  Spain  with  the  Salvador  Herbarium,  considerably 
damaged  by  dry-rot  and  insects ;  has  offered  to  rearrange  it  and  catalogue 
it  in  accordance  with  modern  nomenclature;  some  notes  on  what  he  had 
found  and  the  richness  of  the  Spanish  flora;  the  worsening  of  his  cir¬ 
cumstances  has  compelled  him  to  seek  Ortega’s  help  in  obtaining 
employment  in  Spain;  wishes  he  could  go  to  England  and  join  his  com¬ 
patriots  and  asks  for  news  of  them ;  is  sending  a  parcel  of  Spanish  plants, 
most  of  which  are  new.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  374-375 

POWELL,  Hiram.  Registrar  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath 

1.  [London]  1795  July  7  Signed  list  of  fees  due  to  officers  of  the  Order  on  the 

investiture  of  B.  D.T.C.  9.  227A 

POWELL,  John.  Collector  of  Customs 

1 .  Bristol  1 790  Dec.  1 1  The  Betsy,  Capt.  Richards,  brought  a  statue  consigned  to 

Henry  &  Robert  Hunter,  merchants,  who  paid  the  duty  on  it;  if  it  was 
intended  for  B.  will  repay  them  their  outlay.  [.See  Irving,  Thomas.] 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  24 


9.  [Revesby 
Abbey 


10.  Narbonne 


11.  Barcelona 


POWLETT,  William  Powlett.  Landowner 


Alresford 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


Alresford 


1801  Feb.  26  Regrets  there  has  been  a  misunderstanding  between  B.  and 
Tennyson  ( q.v .)  over  the  Fulstow  Inclosure;  he  has  given  Tennyson  full 
authority  to  act  on  his  behalf  and  hopes  for  mutual  co-operation  with  B.  to 
prevent  so  beneficial  a  measure  being  dropped.  Hill  Coll.  5.  44 

1801  Feb.  27  #  Tennyson  is  certainly  a  respectable  attorney,  but  he  has 
managed  the  Fulstow  business  in  such  a  way  that  B.  has  requested  the 
postponement  of  it  till  next  year,  and  when  he  visits  Revesby  he  will 
attempt  to  put  the  matter  in  better  shape ;  meanwhile  he  declines  to  sign 
the  petition  to  Parliament.  Hill  Coll.  5.  44.  (2) 

1801  Mar.  1  Is  very  disappointed  that  B.  is  not  prepared  to  support 
immediate  application  to  Parliament,  and  considers  that  the  proposed 
inclosure  would  save  a  great  loss  both  to  himself  and  B. ;  as  the  petition 
is  not  binding,  he  cannot  see  the  objection  to  signing  it.  Hill  Coll.  5.  45 


4.  Soho  Square  1801  Mar.  2  *  Is  well  aware  that  the  loss  of  a  year’s  improved  rent  is 
important,  but  thinks  the  inclosure  cannot  be  effective  without  a  proper 
drainage  scheme;  Tennyson’s  handling  of  the  matter  has  been  un¬ 
satisfactory  and  unpleasant,  but  as  he  had  admitted  he  was  wrong,  is 
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Powlett,  William,  continued 

prepared  to  employ  him  to  act  both  for  P.  and  himself;  calculation  of 
tithes;  list  of  landowners  in  the  parish.  Hill  Coll.  5.  46 

5.  Alresford  1802  Feb.  2  Encloses  petition  to  be  signed;  has  seen  the  report  of  the 

surveyors  on  the  drainage  plan  and  entirely  approves  it  and  trusts  B.  does 
also.  Hill  Coll.  5.  18 

6.  Soho  Square  1802  Feb.  4  *  Has  signed  the  petition  and  sent  it  to  Tennyson;  thinks 

P.  may  be  too  sanguine  about  the  drainage  and  inclosure  scheme,  and 
estimates  the  cost  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Inclosure  Commission  and 
drainage  at  ^4800  and  his  experience  has  been  that  such  estimates  are 
always  exceeded;  advises  P.  to  make  very  particular  enquiries  before 
committing  himself.  Hill  Coll.  5.  18.  (2) 

POWNALL,  Thomas  (1722-1805).  Politician  and  Antiquary 

1.  Bath  *787  Feb.  22  Returns  the  printed  copy  of  the  Wool  Bill;  asks  B.  to  send 

his  (P.’s)  paper  on  “the  occurrence  in  the  Atlantic”,  not  by  post,  but  by 
the  Bath  coach.  R.S.  Letters  1784-87.  35 

2.  [Bath]  1791  Mar.  6  Describes  a  Roman  Libitina  discovered  at  Lincoln  and  the 

uses  to  which  the  building  was  put.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  36 

PRATT,  John  Jeffreys,  2nd  Earl  and  1st  Marquis  Camden  (1759-1840).  Statesman 

1.  Barnes  1804  Aug.  10  As  B.  proposes  to  procure  the  liberation  of  Flinders 

Terrace  entirely  on  his  own  statement  to  the  French  Institut  without  the  inter¬ 

vention  of  the  Government  there  can  be  no  objection  to  his  taking  such 
steps  as  he  thinks  proper;  invites  B.  to  dine  with  him  and  Lord  Spencer. 

D.T.C.  15.  20 

2.  Arlington  1804  Sept.  28  Has  read  with  interest  B.’s  communication  on  the  proposed 

Street  expedition  to  Africa;  he  thinks  it  should  be  “upon  a  confined  scale”;  he 

has  sent  for  Mungo  Park,  who  is  willing  to  undertake  to  lead  a  party  to 
ascertain  the  course  of  the  Niger;  as  this  expedition  is  one  of  discovery  and 
not  of  a  military  character,  he  thinks  it  better  therefore  that  Park’s 
instructions  should  be  drawn  up  by  B.  rather  than  by  himself,  but  he  will 
co-operate  in  every  way  to  the  success  of  the  undertaking;  Park  should  be 
ready  to  sail  by  the  middle  of  October.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37232.  54-55 

D.T.C.  15.  140-141 

3.  Arlington  1804  Nov.  8  It  has  been  decided  that  Park  should  proceed  to  Africa  to 

Street  ascertain  how  far  commercial  intercourse  can  be  established  with  the 

interior  and  for  collecting  geographical  information ;  as  it  is  desirable  that 
Park  should  receive  such  hints  as  B.  can  suggest,  he  has  instructed  him  to 
wait  upon  B.  for  that  purpose.  D.T.C.  15.  171 

PREIDEL,  John  Christopher.  Shipping  Agent 

1.  Coleman  1810  Sept,  n  Sends  report  on  the  cargo  and  stores  of  Rennthier,  owner 
Street  Hans  Thielsen  ( q.v.)\  account  of  the  voyage  to  Flensburg  in  1809  and  the 

extensive  repairs  to  the  ship  made  there;  asks  for  licence  for  the  ship  to 
proceed ;  reports  a  raid  on  Thielsen’s  home  in  Iceland  by  a  ship  belonging 
to  Phelps  ( q.v .)  and  his  consequent  heavy  losses;  asks  leave  to  keep  the 
cargo  intact  as  to  unload  it  at  Leith  would  reduce  its  value;  encloses 
petition  for  licence  to  carry  the  cargo  to  Iceland.  (Report,  f.  58 ;  Petition, 
59.)  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  56-57 
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PREIS,  — 

i.  Surinam  1788  July  26  Asks  for  information  concerning  an  expedition  sent  in  1785 

to  Kamchatka,  and  for  a  list  of  the  best  works  on  Natural  History 
published  in  the  last  three  years.  [Addressed  to  “Sir  Thomas  Banks,  Bart., 
Oxford  Road,  London.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  199 

PROVOST,  Julien,  Comte  Delimonade.  Foreign  Secretary,  Kingdom  of  Haiti 

1.  Haiti  1816  Feb.  5  Thanks  B.  on  behalf  of  the  King  of  Haiti  for  his  humanity 

in  sending  out  Prince,  Sanders  and  Strafford;  adds  much  grandiloquent 
flattery  and  sends  B.  a  history  of  the  King  of  Hayti.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  39301.  85 

2.  Haiti  1816  Feb.  16  He  was  sorry  not  to  receive  a  letter  from  B.  when  Sanders 

returned  from  England;  reports  that  all  the  teachers  who  were  sent  out 
have  been  placed  in  posts;  he  is  very  pleased  with  the  Lancaster  School 
method;  Gulliver  and  Evans  are  doing  excellent  work;  the  King  of  Haiti 
is  anxious  to  promote  the  spread  of  education  and  knowledge  of  the 
English  language.  Brabourne,  97-98 

PRICE,  Rev.  John  (1734-1813).  Bodley’s  Librarian 

1.  [Soho  Square  1772—]  *  Introduces  Traille  and  Hauswolfe,  two  Swedish  gentlemen, 

friends  of  his  and  Solander’s,  who  are  visiting  Oxford ;  promises  to  obtain 
Welsh  manuscripts  through  [his  uncle,  R.  B.]  Hodgkinson. 

Bodl.  MS.  Add.  A.  64.  13 

2.  [Soho  Square  1772  July — ]  *  Advises  the  dispatch  by  coach  of  the  promised  Welsh 

manuscripts;  is  about  to  sail  for  Iceland,  and  while  there  will  endeavour 
to  procure  Icelandic  manuscripts.  Bodl.  MS.  Add.  A.  64.  17 

3.  Soho  Square  1785  Jan.  28  *  Introduces  Lord  Suffolk  who  will  visit  Oxford  to  study 

ancient  manuscripts;  asks  advice  as  to  the  publication  of  [James]  Bradley’s 
astronomical  papers,  as  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  whether  they  should 
be  published  by  R.S.  or  by  the  Clarendon  Press. 

Bodl.  MS.  Add.  A.  64.  14 

4.  [Soho  1785  Feb.  5  *  He  saw  Prof.  Hornsby  ( q.v .)  who  accused  him  of  acting 

Square]  improperly  in  not  stating  why  the  publication  of  Bradley’s  papers  has  been 

delayed,  but  he  does  not  consider  himself  accountable  to  the  Professor; 
in  justice  to  R.S.  and  to  the  Observatory,  he  has  pressed  for  speedy 
publication;  as  Oxford  has  undertaken  the  work,  he  will  do  all  he  can  to 
press  it  forward,  and  the  University  ought  to  support  him;  Lord  Suffolk’s 
visit  has  been  delayed.  Bodl.  MS.  Add.  A.  64.  18-19 

5.  Soho  Square  1785  Nov.  16  *  Dr.  Waring,  Prof,  of  Mathematics  at  Cambridge,  has 

desired  him  to  present  his  works  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  and  he 
accordingly  sends  them ;  enquires  the  present  position  as  to  the  publication 
of  Bradley’s  papers ;  it  should  be  evident  to  the  Delegates  of  the  Press  that 
astronomical  observations  cannot  repay  the  cost  of  printing,  and  the 
University  should  be  prepared  to  sacrifice  a  sum  of  money,  as,  in  no  way 
connected  with  Greenwich,  it  has  insisted  upon  producing  the  work 
though  always  hitherto  the  Greenwich  Observations  have  been  produced 
at  the  cost  of  the  Privy  Purse.  [See  Lysons,  D.,  No.  2.] 

Bodl.  MS.  Add.  A.  64.20-21 
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PRICE,  Rev.  Richard,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1723-1791) 


1.  Hackney 

1790  Apl.  17  Suggests  that  Crawford  was  the  anonymous  writer  who 

protested  against  the  candidature  of  [William  Morgan]  to  R.S. ;  hopes  that 
such  falsehoods  will  not  have  effect  and  gives  his  own  views  on  the  merits 
of  the  candidate;  sends  pamphlets  he  has  received  from  the  Bishop  of 
Autun.  [ See  Crawford,  Adair.]  Brabourne ,  48-49 

PRICE,  William  (fl.  1782-1816).  Vice  Chamberlain  (afterwards  Secretary  and  Comptroller)  to 
Queen  Charlotte 

1.  45  Pall  Mall  1796  Mar.  25  The  Due  d’Harcourt  offers  the  Herbarium  now  at 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 

Harcourt  House,  to  the  Queen ;  H.M.  desires  that  B.  should  examine  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  60 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  23 

[1796]  Alar.  31  *  Has  inspected  the  collections  at  Harcourt  House;  they 

consist  of  the  whole  of  the  curiosities  collected  on  D’Entrecasteaux’s 
voyage,  and  include  a  vast  herbarium  and  zoological  specimens;  suggests 
that  the  Queen  does  not  desire  the  latter,  and  that  they  should  go  to  the 
British  Museum ;  suggests  also  that  the  charts  and  drawings  should  go  to 
the  King’s  library;  proposes  to  make  a  selection  from  the  herbarium  for 
the  Queen;  asks  that  the  King  be  informed  through  Col.  Greville  that  his 
spring  wheat  is  being  sent  by  sea  to  London  and  that  he  is  ready  to  execute 
H.M.  commands  to  have  it  conveyed  to  Windsor.  [. Edw .  Smith,  193-194; 
N.R.R.S.  9.  251-254.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  29-32 

3.  Queen’s 
Lodge, 
Windsor 

1796  Apl.  1  The  Queen  accepts  the  offer  of  a  set  of  one  specimen  of 

each  species  of  plant,  but  does  not  wish  to  have  any  of  the  other  parts  of 
the  collection;  his  letter  has  been  sent  to  Col.  Greville  to  ascertain  the 
King’s  wishes  as  to  the  charts,  etc.  [N.R.R.S.,  9.  254.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  62 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  34 

4.  [Soho  Square  1796]  Apl.  2  *  Returns  thanks  to  the  Queen;  in  order  to  make  the 
selection  it  is  necessary  for  the  whole  collection  of  plants  to  be  sent  to  his 


5.  [Soho 
Square] 

house  and  asks  for  the  necessary  orders.  [N.R.R.S.,  9.  254.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  62  vo. 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  35 

1796  Aug.  4  *  When  the  offer  of  the  collection  was  made  to  the  Queen, 

it  was  believed  that  it  was  presented  by  the  King  of  France;  an  application 
has  now  been  received  from  the  Directory  that  the  collection  should  be 
returned  entire  to  Labillardiere  who  made  it;  he  and  H.AI.  Ministers 
think  it  would  be  honourable  to  the  nation  and  to  science  that  this  applica¬ 
tion  be  granted,  by  which  the  Queen  will  be  deprived  of  the  part  she  was 
to  have  received ;  requests  that  matters  may  be  explained  to  the  Queen,  and 
her  permission  obtained  to  return  the  whole  collection.  [Edw.  Smith,  195- 
197;  N.R.R.S.,  9.  255-256.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  72 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  60-62 

6.  Queen’s  1807  Nov.  n  Will  inform  the  Queen  of  Governor  King’s  offer  of  a  pair 


Lodge, 

Windsor 

of  Black  Swans,  which  will  be  a  welcome  addition  to  Frogmore;  the 
N.S.W.  Goose  which  B.  gave  the  Queen  three  years  ago  is  in  good  health 
at  Frogmore.  [See  Aiton,  W.  T.,  No.  18.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  259 
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PRIESTLEY,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (1733-1804).  Natural  Philosopher.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Birmingham  1782  Dec.  28  Will  investigate  the  Derbyshire  mineral  sent  by  B.;  has 

made  one  experiment  whereby  it  yielded  a  quantity  of  pure  dephlogisti- 
cated  air  by  heating;  if  the  oil  incorporates  with  it  and  thereby  loses  its 
fluidity,  heat  will  be  generated;  makes  comparisons  with  other  sub¬ 
stances;  is  engaged  in  experiments  to  show  that  water  is  convertible  into 
permanent  air,  which  he  describes,  and  desires  B.  to  communicate  his 
results  to  Kirwan  (q.v.).  D.T.C.  2.  226-227 

2.  Birmingham  1783  Feb.  6  Introduces  Dr.  Moyes,  an  excellent  lecturer  but  totally  blind, 

and  his  experiments  are  made  by  an  assistant ;  is  busy  pursuing  the  experi¬ 
ments  from  which  all  his  friends  except  Kirwan  conclude  that  there  is  a 
conversion  of  water  into  air.  D.T.C.  3.  17 

3.  Birmingham  1783  June  23  His  paper  was  certainly  meant  to  be  submitted  to  R.S.  as 

it  contained  a  series  of  remarkable  new  facts,  whatever  deductions  may  be 
drawn  from  them;  he  will  continue  his  investigations  and  if  anything 
materially  new  should  emerge,  he  will  send  a  supplementary  paper;  Watt 
wishes  to  withdraw  his  paper;  thanks  B.  for  his  encouragement  of  the 
maker  of  the  air-gun;  he  wishes  to  see  Crawford’s  and  Lavoisier’s  facts 
unexceptionally  ascertained  by  competent  witnesses;  wishes  B.  to  inform 
Kirwan  that  he  (P.)  has,  in  a  glazed  earthenware  retort,  got  787  ounce 
measures  of  dephlogisticated  air  from  2  oz.  of  purified  nitre. 

D.T.C.  3.  54-55 


4.  Birmingham  1788  Aug.  18  Thanks  B.  for  transmitting  the  “precipitate  per  se’’  sent 
from  Paris  by  Berthollet ;  the  experiment  he  has  made  with  it  is  in  favour 
of  his  former  conclusion;  describes  his  experiments  which  prove  his 
doctrine  of  Phlogiston,  and  which  he  will  integrate  into  a  paper. 

D.T.C.  6.  68 


5.  No.  72,  St. 
Paul’s 


6.  Soho  Square 


7.  No.  71,  St. 
Paul’s 


1790  Apl.  25  Expresses  his  great  dissatisfaction  at  the  rejection  of  Cooper 
at  R.S. ;  as  he  himself  proposed  him  and  canvassed  his  friends  in  the 
Society  on  Cooper’s  behalf,  he  takes  his  rejection  as  a  personal  affront  to 
himself;  he  suspects  the  operation  of  a  party  spirit,  political  or  religious, 
is  working  in  R.S.  [Edw.  Smith ,  85-86;  Cameron ,  159.  B.  has  attached 
to  the  letter  memoranda  on  the  election,  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  those 
who  signed  Cooper’s  certificate,  the  numbers  of  white  and  black  balls  in 
the  ballot  and  the  names  of  those  who  voted,  ff.  106-107.] 

D.T.C.  7.  1 04- 1 05 

1790  Apl.  26  *  Assures  P.  that  he  had  no  part  in  Cooper’s  rejection,  but 
he  did  not  vote  for  him,  not  having  sufficient  knowledge  of  his  merits; 
disclaims  for  himself  and  for  the  Society  any  religious  or  other  prejudice; 
as  to  construing  the  event  as  a  personal  affront  to  himself,  he  considers  it 
serious  and  improper  even  to  hint  that  the  Society  is  capable  of  combining 
to  affront  him;  he  has  always  appreciated  P.’s  friendship  and  has  the 
highest  respect  for  his  scientific  attainments  and  hopes  that  friendship 
will  continue;  he  adds  that  whatever  Cooper’s  scientific  merits  may  be 
there  are  other  reasons  than  his  religious  views  that  operate  against  him. 
[Edw.  Smith ,  87-88;  Cameron ,  160-161.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  9 

D.T.C.  7.  108-109 

1790  Apl.  27  Explains  that  he  has  known  Cooper  eight  or  nine  years  and 
Kirwan  and  others  who  signed  his  certificate  even  longer;  he  thinks  that 
civility  demands  that  if  there  are  objections,  his  proposers  should  have 
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Priestley,  Joseph,  continued 

been  informed  before  the  ballot  so  that  the  certificate  might  be  withdrawn, 
as  rejection  is  an  unpleasant  thing  both  for  the  candidate  and  for  those 
recommending  him;  Dr.  Crawford  informs  him  that  he  had  some  con¬ 
versation  with  B.  just  before  the  ballot  but  he  had  no  suspicion  of  any 
difficulty;  if  the  objections  had  only  arisen  on  that  day,  the  election  should 
have  been  deferred  until  proper  enquiry  had  been  made;  as  to  the 
suggestion  that  no  token  of  Cooper’s  scientific  merit  was  brought  forward, 
he  suggests  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  no  such  information  is  given  of  the 
merits  of  candidates.  D.T.C.  7.  no-in 

8.  Clapton  1792  Jan.  10  Having  lost  his  whole  stock  of  chemicals,  ores,  minerals, 

etc.,  that  he  had  for  the  purpose  of  his  experiments,  and  desiring  to  replace 
them  as  quickly  as  possible,  asks  B.  to  bring  his  situation  to  the  notice  of 
his  friends  whose  laboratories  are  well  supplied  and  to  spare  anything 
they  can  “to  set  up  a  broken  philosopher”.  [On  14th  July,  1791,  Priestley’s 
house  at  Birmingham  was  wrecked  and  burned  by  a  mob.]  D.T.C.  8.  6 

9.  Northumber-  1802  Mar.  14  Introduces  Woodhouse,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
land,  U.S.A.  University  of  Philadelphia;  rejoices  at  the  re-establishment  of  peace,  but 

fears  that  his  increasing  age  and  infirmities  will  not  permit  him  to  visit  his 
friends  in  Europe  again.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  194 


PRIMATT,  Sarah 

1.  Oporto  1768  Mar.  21  She  is  much  gratified  to  correspond  with  B. ;  she  has  much 

enthusiasm  for  Botany  but  little  knowledge;  Portugal  has  been  little 
explored  by  naturalists ;  the  climate  is  favourable  and  many  plants,  which 
in  England  live  only  in  hot-houses,  thrive  throughout  the  year;  lizards, 
butterflies  and  insects  abound;  she  is  averse  to  the  usual  methods  of 
treating  insects  which  she  considers  cruel;  will  welcome  new  plants  for 
her  garden  and  sends  list  of  plants  that  she  can  supply.  [In  duplicate.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  5-8+9-12 

PRINGLE,  John  (1769-1835).  H.E.I.  Co.  Agent  at  the  Cape 

1.  Cape  of  1795  Mar.  6  At  the  request  of  [Francis]  Masson  who  has  left  for  Europe 
Good  Hope  he  is  sending  by  a  Danish  ship  a  box  of  seeds  for  Kew,  addressed  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  4 


PRYCE,  Rev.  David  Fitzpatrick  (1774-1823).  Rector  of  Brackfield 

1.  St.John’s  1796  Nov.  4  Communicates  the  theory  of  a  friend  that  Algae,  Fungi, 

College,  etc.,  “form  a  natural  kingdom  connecting  the  vegetable  and  animal”. 

Cambridge  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  87 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  89 

2.  [Soho  Square  1796  Nov.  6]  *  Cannot  agree  with  his  friend’s  opinion  of  a  link  between 

the  lower  members  of  the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms ;  states  his  view 
as  to  the  true  position  of  the  Cryptogams,  Corallines,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  87  t>o.-88 
D.T.C.  10  (1).  90 


PUANKHEQUA  (d.  1820).  Chinese  Merchant  and  Banker 

1.  Canton  1806  Feb.  28  [Dated  10th  day  of  the  1st  Moon  of  the  nth  Year  of  Kia 

King.  Puankhequa,  President  of  the  Company  of  Merchants  privileged  to 
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Puankhequa,  continued 

trade  with  foreign  merchants  at  Canton  in  China.]  Acknowledges  gifts 
received  and  is  proud  of  the  recognition  of  his  endeavours  to  serve  Mr. 
[David]  Lance  and  his  Britannic  Majesty’s  gardener  [William  Kerr] ;  offers 
to  supply  any  products  of  China  that  may  be  wanted;  encloses  list  of 
presents  sent  for  B.  (lamps,  porcelain,  etc.,  and  Tree-peonies).  [ Edw . 
Smith ,  266-268.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  229-230 

PULTENEY,  Sir  James  Murray,  7th  Bart.  (1751-1811).  Secretary  at  War 

1.  War  Office  1809  May  4  Asks  B.  for  a  duplicate  of  the  Memorial  in  favour  of  Dr. 

Alexander  Anderson  ( q.v .,  No.  5)  as  he  has  mislaid  the  original;  intends  to 
recommend  it  for  favourable  consideration  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  297 

[The  Memorial  of  B.  dated  26  March,  1809  sets  out  the  services  and  zeal 
of  Anderson  in  bringing  the  garden  to  a  state  of  excellence,  in  collecting 
plants,  and  distributing  useful  plants,  such  as  Bread-fruit,  etc.,  and  prays 
that  when  through  age  he  has  to  retire,  his  salary  of  £1  per  day  be  con¬ 
tinued  as  a  pension,  and  that  in  the  event  of  his  death,  his  widow  shall  have 
the  same  allowance  continued  to  her.  D.T.C.  17.  285-288.] 

PULTENEY,  Richard,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1730-1801).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Blandford  1773  Sept.  13  Expresses  his  thanks  for  the  attentions  of  B.  during  his 

visit  to  London,  and  especially  for  showing  his  collections  from  “the  New 
World”  [i.e.  those  collected  during  Cook’s  First  Voyage],  and  for  the 
additions  made  to  his  Herbarium  of  British  plants;  has  sent  two  plants 
for  B.’s  collection  and  specimens  also  for  Solander  who  wished  to  examine 
the  small  Pinguicula  of  Ray ;  offers  his  congratulations  to  B.  and  to  Solander 
on  their  safe  return  from  their  voyage.  D.T.C.  1.  66 

2.  Blandford  1774  July  25  Regrets  the  delay  in  answering  B.’s  letters,  due  to  his 

professional  duties;  he  fears  he  can  never  communicate  anything  to  B. 
worth  his  notice,  as  the  remoteness  of  his  place  of  abode,  the  absence  of 
friends  who  have  the  same  tastes,  and  the  duties  of  his  profession  leave 
him  little  leisure  or  opportunities  for  Natural  History;  as  Garthshore  has 
mentioned  to  B.  the  catalogue  he  (P.)  made  of  the  Hortus  Malabaricus, 
he  now  sends  it  to  B. ;  this  work  was  the  amusement  of  his  winter  evenings 
many  years  ago,  with  references  to  the  original  work  and  to  many  others ; 
asks  for  information  of  the  Flora  Danica  of  which  he  has  received  no  parts 
since  the  10th.  D.T.C.  1.  72-74 

3.  Blandford  1775  Feb.  26  As  requested,  sends  B.  another  copy  of  his  [Dissertatio 

inaug. ]  de  Cinchona  [officinali,  Edinb.  1764];  he  had  intended  to  give 
Condamine’s  figure,  but  preferred  a  drawing  which  Hope  found  amongst 
Alston’s  papers,  and  which  is  more  accurate;  discusses  various  species  of 
plants;  has  heard  that  B.  and  Solander  stood  in  a  room  heated  to  210° 
Fahr.,  and  begs  that  B.  will  give  him  an  account  of  the  effects  of  this 
audacious  experiment,  as  Boerhaave  asserted  that  any  heat  above  130° 
would  be  fatal  to  animal  life ;  he  hopes  his  catalogue  of  the  Hortus  Mala¬ 
baricus  arrived  safely,  and  requests  that  when  he  has  finished  with  it  to 
send  it  back  by  the  wagon;  hopes  the  engraving  of  B.’s  plants  is  proceeding 
prosperously.  D.T.C.  1.  86-88 


44 — B.L. 
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Pulteney,  Richard,  continued 

4.  Blandford  1790  Mar.  2  Thanks  B.  for  the  honour  he  has  done  him  in  allowing 

him  to  dedicate  his  intended  publication  to  him  [Historical  and  Biograph¬ 
ical  Sketches  of  the  Progress  of  Botany ,  etc.,  2  vols.,  London,  1790;  the 
dedication  is  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  B.,  dated  28th  Feb.  1790];  is 
pleased  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  an  engraved  portrait  of  Dillenius ;  sends 
B.  a  drawing  of  Dillenius  he  obtained  in  Oxford  for  comparison  and  for 
use  when  the  engraving  is  retouched;  suggestions  as  to  the  plants  shown 
in  the  scrolls.  D.T.C.  7.  72-73 

5.  Blandford  1790  Apl.  10  Has  directed  the  printer  to  send  B.  an  advance  copy  of  his 

Sketches  for  his  inspection,  and  will  be  grateful  if  he  will  point  out  any 
errors  or  defects;  he  will  postpone  printing  the  index  until  he  has  B.’s 
opinion;  as  to  inserting  portraits,  he  is  sure  that  there  will  not  be  a  2nd 
edition  called  for  in  his  lifetime,  though  afterwards  someone  may  make  a 
complete  book  of  it.  D.T.C.  7.  101-102 

6.  Blandford  1792  July  4  Encloses  a  translation  from  the  Swedish  of  an  account  of 

experiments  made  at  Drottningholm  by  Von  Aken  to  extinguish  accidental 
fire;  he  considers  the  discovery  is  so  important,  especially  to  a  maritime 
nation,  that  he  hopes  Government  will  take  steps  to  find  out  the  com¬ 
position  used  in  the  experiments;  thanks  B.  for  having  procured  access  to 
the  British  Museum  for  his  friend  Mr.  Brydson.  [The  minutes  of  the 
experiments,  signed  and  authenticated,  are  on  D.T.C.  32-36.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  167 
D.T.C.  8.  31 

7.  Blandford  1795  Feb.  4  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  the  leones  Plantarum  Japonia ; 

sends  B.  [an  essay?]  the  fruit  of  his  youthful  days;  has  spent  a  day  in 
Oxford,  the  classical  ground  of  Bobart,  Sherard  and  Dillenius;  he 
missed  Sibthorp  who  had  just  departed  for  Greece,  but  he  saw  some  of  the 
Herbaria,  the  Mosses  of  Dillenius,  and  the  Pinax.  [This  letter  was  inserted 
by  Dawson  Turner  in  his  interleaved  and  annotated  copy  of  Pulteney’s 
Sketches ,  now  in  Warren  R.  Dawson’s  possession.]  Dawson  Coll. 


PULTENEY,  Sir  William,  Bart.  Director,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  [London]  1802  June  24  [Joint  letter,  signed  also  by  Sir  Mark  Wood,  1st  Bart.]  The 

writers  are  parties  to  a  disputed  question  of  some  importance  and  have 
decided  to  settle  it  by  arbitration;  they  request  B.  to  act  as  arbitrator  and 
they  are  both  convinced  that  his  decision  will  be  impartial  and  just;  if  he 
agrees  so  to  act,  they,  or  their  solicitors,  will  call  upon  B.  and  lay  before 
him  the  matter  to  be  decided.  D.T.C.  13.  175-176 

2.  Soho  Square  1802  June  25  *  Whilst  he  is  honoured  by  the  confidence  placed  in  him 

by  their  request,  he  feels  obliged  to  decline  to  act;  first,  because  the 
responsibility  of  being  the  sole  referee  is  greater  than  any  man  should 
voluntarily  accept ;  secondly,  because  he  is  of  opinion  that  all  such  matters 
ought  to  be  decided  by  the  proper  legal  tribunals;  thirdly,  because  his 
time  is  so  fully  occupied  by  the  Committees  of  the  Privy  Council  on  which 
he  serves ;  he  trusts  these  reasons  are  sufficient  to  justify  his  declining  the 
office  and  adds  that  an  arbitrator’s  award  is  too  often  unsatisfactory  to  both 
parties,  and  he  would  not  wish  to  hazard  the  esteem  he  hopes  he  enjoys  of 
two  such  valuable  men  as  the  writers.  de  Beer  Coll.,  3 

D.T.C.  13.  177-179 
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PURKIS,  Samuel 


i.  Brentford 


2.  Soho 
Square 


3.  Brentford 


4.  Brentford 


5.  Brentford 


6.  Brentford 


7.  Brentford 


8.  Brentford 

9.  Soho  Square 


1794  Feb.  27  Is  writing  the  article  on  Tanning  for  the  new  Edinburgh 
Encyclopaedia,  and  begs  permission  to  consult  certain  books  in  B.’s 
library.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  250 

D.T.C.  9.  20-21 

1794  Mar.  2  *  Gives  permission  to  use  his  library  on  the  understanding 
that  the  Encyclopaedia  is  not  used  as  a  medium  for  expressing  political 
opinions,  but  solely  for  the  advancement  of  science. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  251 
D.T.C.  9.  29 

1794  Mar.  5  Gives  an  assurance  that  the  proposed  article  in  the  En¬ 
cyclopaedia  will  be  wholly  non-political;  outlines  the  plan  and  scope  of 
the  article.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  252-254 

D.T.C.  9.  32-34 

1800  Oct.  30  There  have  been  reports  in  the  newspapers  of  “plague”  in 
Brentford ;  this  originated  in  a  case  of  common  fever,  when  an  apothecary 
made  an  unguarded  remark  to  the  effect  that  “such  a  fever  in  Turkey 
would  be  denominated  plague”;  this  reached  the  ears  of  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland  who  reported  it  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  by  whom  an 
official  was  sent  to  make  enquiries.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  253-254 

1802  Apl  10  Calls  attention  to  a  weekly  periodical,  probably  unknown  to 
B.,  called  the  Political  Register,  No.  10  of  which  contains  a  vulgar  and 
ignorant  article  addressed  to  B.  on  his  letter  to  the  French  Institut 
National;  presumes  B.  will  treat  it  with  silent  contempt. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  14-15 

1804  Aug.  20  Sends  an  abstract  chronicle  of  the  late  election;  thanks  B. 

for  information  of  the  wheat  crop ;  discusses  profiteering  in  wheat  and  the 
sale  of  the  King’s  sheep.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  164-165 

1805  Apl.  17  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  of  his  friend  Poole  on  the 
triumph  of  the  British  Constitution  [on  the  occasion  of  the  “Tenth 
Report”  and  its  charges  against  Lord  Melville]  with  remarks  thereon; 
refers  to  frauds  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  197-198 

1813  July  31  [To  Miss  S.  S.  Banks.]  Sends  a  copy  of  B.’s  humorous 
account  of  St.  S  within.  N.  &  O.  7th  Ser.  3.  425 

1815  Mar.  8  *  Reports  that  the  Board  of  Trade  has  made  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  Treasury  on  the  duty  to  be  imposed  on  Oak  Timber  from 
Tanin  and  Cutch.  R.H.S.  Lindley  Lib. 


PUSCHKIN,  Count — See  Moussin-Puschkin. 

PUYMAURIN  DE  MARCASSUS,  Jean  Pierre  Casimir 

1.  Paris  1788  Dec.  16  He  and  Darquier  have  sent  on  behalf  of  the  Academie  de 

Toulouse  three  volumes  of  its  Memoires  for  R.S. ;  asks  for  seeds  of  the  true 
Rhubarb  and  any  other  plants  suited  to  the  climate  of  Languedoc  and 
offers  exchanges.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  237-238 

RADNOR,  Earl  of — See  Bouverie,  William  Pleydell. 
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2.  Bencoolen 


RAFFLES,  Sir  Thomas  Stamford  Bingley,  F.R.S.  (1781-1826).  Colonial  Governor 

1.  Buitenzorg  1814  Sept.  18  Flis  official  duties  leave  him  no  leisure  for  Natural 
History,  but  he  encourages  others  to  activity  and  hopes  to  send  B.  the 
plants  he  asks  for  and  specimens  of  other  branches  of  Nat.  History;  Dr. 
[Thomas]  Horsfield  is  active  and  has  made  good  collections  in  the  central 
districts  of  Java  and  has  prepared  his  results  for  publication;  as  he  cannot 
obtain  duplicates  of  his  drawings,  he  (R.)  intends  to  bring  them  to  England 
himself;  very  little  is  known  in  Europe  concerning  Java,  and  H.M. 
Ministers  have  ordered  the  islands  to  be  given  up  to  the  native  chiefs ;  Lord 
Minto  disagreed  with  this  order,  but  it  seems  certain  they  will  be  restored 
to  the  Dutch;  the  Europeans  settled  in  Batavia  know  little  of  the  people 
and  natural  resources  of  Java,  which  are  under  an  unjust  stigma;  there  is 
a  literary  society  in  Batavia  which  he  has  revived,  and  sends  B.  its  Transac¬ 
tions , ;  discusses  the  natural  beauties  and  resources  of  the  islands,  and 
the  improvements  introduced  by  Lord  Minto  which  he  hopes  will  be 
maintained  by  the  Dutch  if  the  islands  are  handed  over  to  them. 

D.T.C.  19.  68-74 

1818  Aug.  14  Introduces  Dr.  Thomas  Horsfield  who  is  coming  to  Eng¬ 

land;  his  collections  are  immense  and  would  form  the  basis  of  a  Flora  of 
Java,  as  there  are  over  2000  specimens  and  drawings  and  descriptions;  he 
has  also  large  zoological  collections  and  a  descriptive  catalogue  of  the 
Mammals,  Birds  and  Insects;  he  has  also  large  collections  of  Minerals 
with  maps,  drawings  and  descriptions ;  he  has  also  materials  for  a  general 
account  of  the  agriculture,  materia  medica,  etc.,  of  the  natives  as  well  as  full 
journals  of  his  journeys  through  the  islands ;  his  desire  is  to  publish  all  this 
material  fully  but  it  will  depend  on  the  value  placed  upon  them  in  England 
and  on  the  support  he  may  receive ;  the  Dutch  have  offered  to  acquire  his 
collections,  but  he  has  refused;  Horsfield  is  an  American  by  birth  and  has 
never  before  been  in  Europe.  D.T.C.  20.  105-107 

1819  Mar.  4  He  has  been  fortunate  in  finding  a  successor  to  Dr.  [Joseph] 

Arnold  [who  died  in  1818];  he  has  agreed  to  accompany  him  to  Sumatra 
as  botanist;  he  is  [William]  Jack,  an  accomplished  botanist  and  is  known  to 
Robert  Brown;  he  has  also  engaged  two  French  naturalists  who  went  to 
Calcutta  with  B.’s  recommendation,  Duvaucel  (a  stepson  of  Cuvier)  and 
Diard ;  is  sending  for  Sir  Everard  [Home]  the  head  of  a  Dugong  and  hopes 
to  procure  a  Nautilus  for  him;  as  the  Dutch  are  rapidly  gaining  control 
on  the  whole  archipelago,  he  has  checked  them  by  founding  a  British 
Station  at  Singapore.  [See  Journ.  R.  Asiatic  Soc.  ( Straits  Branch),  No.  73, 
1916,  147-208.]  D.T.C.  20.  168-169 

1820  Mar.  22  [To  B.  and  William  Marsden,  jointly.]  He  has  sent  on 

behalf  of  H.E.I.  Co.  per  Mary,  a  consignment  of  Natural  History  speci¬ 
mens;  a  fuller  description  and  catalogue  of  the  collection  will  follow; 
encloses  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  two  French  collectors  he  employed,  but 
had  to  dismiss  [ff.  207-209].  [See  op.  cit.  205  ff.  This  letter  arrived  after 
B.’s  death.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  211-212 
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Prince  of 
Wales  Is. 


4.  Bencoolen 


RAFINESQUE-SCHMALTZ,  Constantino  Samuel  (1783-1840).  Naturalist 

1.  Palermo  1811  June  15  Has  not  replied  to  B.’s  letter,  having  nothing  of  interest  to 
communicate;  asks  B.  to  forward  a  letter  to  Persoon  in  Paris;  notes  on  the 
numbers  of  the  plates  in  Cupani’s  Panphyton  Siculum  and  Buonanni’s  2nd 

692 


Rafinesque-Schmaltz,  Constantino  Samuel,  continued 

edition;  as  regards  B.’s  doubts  whether  his  plates  of  fishes  could  be 
reduced  methodically,  refers  him  to  his  two  essays  on  Sicilian  plants  and 
animals,  on  sale  in  London.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  117 


RAIMBACH,  Abraham  (1776-1843).  Engraver 

1.  Carlisle  1803  May  16  Requests  the  wording  of  the  inscription  to  be  engraved 

Street  upon  the  ticket  for  the  Ball  of  the  Knights  of  the  Bath.  [B.’s  reply  is  in 

New  York  Public  Library.]  D.T.C.  9.  234A 


RAINSFORD,  Charles,  F.R.S.  (1727-1809).  Army  Officer 

1.  [London  1783  Dec.  31]  He  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  of  R.S.,  but  will 
heartily  concur  in  supporting  B.  [Cf.  Cameron ,  131.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  5 


2.  Soho 
Square 

3.  Revesby 
Abbey 


1792  Aug.  17  *  Comments  on  the  intense  heat  now  prevailing,  the  good 
harvest  prospects  and  the  affairs  in  France. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  23669.  179-180 
1792  Oct.  15  *  A  friendly  and  chatty  letter  mentioning  the  danger  of 
floods,  European  affairs,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  the  gaieties  of  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  23669.  238 


RAINVILLE,  Frederic.  Botanist 

1.  Rotterdam  1774  Apl.  26  Thanks  B.  for  Grasses  sent  by  the  hand  of  Capt.  Dixon; 

sends  list  of  his  desiderata  of  Grasses  and  greetings  from  Manson.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  103-106 

2.  Rotterdam  1774  Dec.  29  Gives  details  of  his  studies  of  Grasses.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  107-109 


RAMPASSE,  Joseph  (fl.  1805-1816).  Geologist 

1.  Florence  1816  June  7  [The  purport  of  this  letter  is  unintelligible  as  it  stands,  as  it 
refers  to  statements  in  a  letter  from  B.  of  25  Jan.  which  is  not  extant.] 
Asks  for  B.’s  help  to  recover  the  12  volumes  of  his  recently  published  work 
from  the  British  Consul  in  Leghorn,  which  were  to  be  “shown  to  the 
members  of  the  British  Museum”.  [French.  Note  by  B.  “Requested  Mr. 
Hamilton  to  instruct  the  Consul”.  See  Watson,  Edward.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  182 


2.  Florence  1816  Sept.  13  Has  written  to  B.  three  times  since  receiving  his  letter  of 
25  Jan.;  is  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation  in  Florence;  he  is  now  liable  to 
be  brought  before  the  civil  tribunal  in  Florence  [for  debt  ?] ;  begs  for  B.’s 
assistance.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8x00.  185-186 


RAMSAY,  William.  Deputy  Secretary  (later,  Secretary),  Honourable  East  India  Company — 
See  East  India  Co.  Nos.  31,  36—38,  56.  57 

RAMSEY,  Robert  (d.  1827).  Antiquary 

1.  Dundas  1772  Dec.  20  Sends  an  account  by  Graham,  a  correspondent  in  the 
Castle  Orkneys,  of  the  ancient  burial-places  there;  sends  also  a  Bead  and  another 

object  found  in  the  graves  for  B.’s  opinion;  asks  if  the  Mantissa  [Plantarum 
altera ,  1771]  of  Linnaeus  has  yet  reached  London;  sends  remembrances 
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to  Solander,  Lind  and  Van  Troil  [B.’s  companions  on  his  journey  to 
Iceland.  The  account  of  the  graves,  dated  Skail,  Orkney,  23rd  Sept.  1772 
is  on  f.  40].  D.T.C.  1.  39 

2.  Edinburgh  1773  Feb.  9  Is  unable  to  obtain  further  information  on  the  Orkney 
burial-places,  as  no  Scottish  antiquaries  appear  to  have  studied  them ;  as  the 
Orkneys  were  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Norway,  it  may  be  possible 
to  obtain  information  there;  introduces  Dr.  Lindsay,  a  clergyman  long 
settled  in  Jamaica  and  about  to  return  there;  he  has  a  large  collection  of 
coloured  drawings  of  animals  and  plants  that  B.  may  like  to  see;  asks  for 
information  as  to  new  books  on  Natural  History.  D.T.C.  1.  46 

RANDOLPH,  Rev.  Francis  (1752-1839) 

1.  Battle  1802  Nov.  28  Asks  advice  as  to  how  to  promote  a  subscription  for  a 

memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  amongst  the  members  of  the  Battle 
Agricultural  Society,  as  they  have  just  lost  their  president. 

Wellcome,  67766.  (5) 


RANKIN,  George  (d.  1819).  Surgeon,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  London  1819  Aug.  12  Sends  a  packet  which  he  brought  from  Wallich  at  Calcutta; 

the  packages  brought  home  by  Phoenix  will  be  delivered  in  a  few  days  at 
East  India  House,  and  he  will  inform  B.  of  their  arrival. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  190 

RAPIER,  Christopher  (fl.  1803-1835).  Classical  Scholar 

1.  St.  George’s,  1803  July  18  Sends  B.  specimens  of  what  he  believes  to  be  the  true 
Grenada  Murex  of  the  ancients;  it  produces  a  fine  purple  liquid;  the  legendary 

story  of  a  dog;  there  are  also  periwinkles  that  produce  a  deep  red  colour 
which  might  be  called  purple,  while  that  of  Murex  is  rather  violet;  the 
colour  from  the  periwinkle  changes  from  carnation  through  green  to  purple 
when  used  for  writing  on  linen  and  exposed  to  the  sun ;  asks  B.’s  opinion  if 
the  specimens  sent  are  all  of  one  species.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  366-367 

RASK,  Rasmus  Kristian  (1787-1832).  Danish  Philologist 

1.  Leith  1815  Sept.  25  Describes  a  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a  society  for 

preserving  the  language  and  literature  of  Iceland  and  for  improving  the 
culture  of  its  people.  [ See  Mackenzie,  Sir  G.  S.,  Nos.,  4,  5.]  [Date  in 
D.T.C.  incorrect.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35068,  135 

D.T.C.  19.  192-195 

RAVEN,  Edward.  L’nder- Secretary  of  State 

1.  Whitehall  1798  Oct.  11  Informs  B.  that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  convey 

the  two  [brothers]  Wilkinson  [convicts  from  Lincolnshire]  to  New  South 
Wales  in  the  Hillsborough.  Halliday.  218.  183 

RAZOUX,  Jean  (1728-1798).  Physician 

1.  Nimes  1783  Sept.  15  Applies  for  election  to  R.S.;  asks  B.  for  news  of  his  book 

[ Tables  Nosologiques  et  Meteor ologiques,  etc.,  Basle,  1767]  which  Dr. 
Garthshore  promised  to  submit  to  R.S.  with  a  view  to  his  election;  the 
book  has  won  various  awards  in  France;  Dr.  Garthshore  has  taken  no 
notice  of  his  letter  of  enquiry.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  223-224 
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REDOUTL,  Pierre  Joseph  (1759-1840).  Botanist 

1.  Paris  1811  Feb.  4  Takes  advantage  of  an  opportunity  to  send  B.  the  continua- 


2.  [Paris 

tion  of  his  work  Les  Liliacees ;  a  postscript  from  Treuttel  &  Wiirtz,  book¬ 
sellers,  states  that  the  opportunity  of  sending  this  consignment  is  largely 
due  to  B.’s  good  offices  for  the  sciences  and  arts.  [French.\ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  112-113 
1812  ?  — ]  Takes  advantage  of  sending  a  letter  by  Kennedy,  hoping  that 

B.  has  not  forgotten  him  since  his  approval  of  his  work  on  the  Lilies; 
he  has  sent  the  continuation  of  it  but  has  not  heard  of  its  arrival ;  has  now 
dispatched  parts  61-64  to  Barthelemy  and  hopes  to  hear  of  their  arrival. 

[ French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  1 51-152 

REEVES,  John,  F.R.S.  (1753-1829).  King’s  Printer 

1.  [London]  1807  Dec.  26  Returns  the  letter  [of  Dr.  Wollaston  (^.z;.)] ;  he  does  not 

agree  that  the  subject  of  his  paper  is  outside  the  scope  of  R.S.;  the  tables 
for  finding  Easter  are  admittedly  wrong  and  should  be  altered,  as  they  are 
based  on  a  fictitious  moon;  asks  B.  to  reconsider  the  matter. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  66-67 

REEVES,  John,  F.R.S.  (1774-1856).  H.E.E  Co.  Inspector  of  Tea;  Naturalist 

1.  Canton  1812  Dec.  27  Finds  it  difficult  to  answer  B.’s  queries  as  to  the  figures  on 


2.  Canton 

China  ware  as  the  designs  are  changed  every  year;  sends  illustrated 
Chinese  books;  will  before  long  send  B.  some  Tea  plants. 

D.T.C.  18.  192-198 

1814  Feb.  6  Has  sent  to  Lady  Banks  by  Hope  a  package  containing 

various  kinds  of  China  Tea,  and  to  B.  a  Tea  plant  and  some  seeds  of  it; 
the  Chinese  have  a  method  of  making  sheet-lead  into  thin  leaves,  a  desi¬ 
deratum  in  England;  the  Chinese  method  of  making  paste  is  to  mix 
bullock’s  blood  and  quicklime,  without  using  flour;  composition  of 
Chinese  ink.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  56-57 

D.T.C.  19.  4-6 

3.  Canton 

1814  Oct.  1  Thanks  B.  for  arranging  for  the  conveyance  of  plants  to 

England;  has  a  consignment  ready  to  send,  enumerates  the  species;  a 
Chinese  preparation  for  the  treatment  and  preservation  of  fishing  nets;  on 
17th  July  observed  a  Total  Eclipse  of  the  Sun;  description  of  the  phe¬ 
nomenon  seen;  China  is  a  good  field  for  botanical  research;  when  an 
opportunity  occurs,  will  inform  B.  where  he  can  procure  good  Tea. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  61-62 
D.T.C.  19.  79-82 

4.  Canton 

1815  Jan.  15  Is  sending  B.  curiosities,  i.e.  an  edible  bird’s  nest,  cakes  of 

ink  used  by  the  Imperial  Family,  and  a  cake  of  ass-glue,  described  as  a 
specific  for  consumption,  the  name  of  which  he  gives  in  Chinese  characters ; 
has  arranged  with  the  captains  of  various  ships  of  the  fleet  to  take  living 
plants  to  B.;  particulars  of  some  of  them;  will  have  specimens  of  various 
kinds  of  Rice  in  time  for  the  next  fleet.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  81-82 

D.T.C.  19.  129-131 

5.  Canton 

1815  Feb.  4  Sends  specimens  of  coloured  horn  used  by  the  Chinese  in 

their  brass  lanterns;  describes  the  method  of  staining  the  horn  for  the 
lamps  which  are  used  for  decorations  and  illuminations  to  celebrate  peace, 
etc. ;  describes  inlaid  lacquer-making,  the  inlays  being  made  from  the 
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6.  Canton 


7.  Canton 


8.  Canton 


9.  Canton 


10.  Canton 


11.  Canton 


12.  Canton 


continued 

shell  of  a  snail ;  is  sending  boxes  of  plants  by  two  ships,  and  requests  that 
if  they  are  duplicates  or  not  wanted,  they  may  be  sent  to  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Conway  of  Kensington  Common;  has  sent  to  Goodhall  an  account  of  the 
method  of  preparing  tea,  which  he  will  lend  B.  if  desired;  has  sent  to  a 
relative  a  book  of  drawings  illustrating  Chinese  ideas  of  a  future  life,  and 
is  enquiring  into  their  traditions  and  beliefs ;  a  sample  of  the  tea  used  by 
the  Imperial  Family;  is  sending  B.  some  Pushong  Tea  which  the  E.I. 
Co.  has  not  had  since  1812.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  84-86 

D.T.C.  19.  135-138 

1820  Jan.  5  Is  sending  by  Wilson,  surgeon  of  Vansittart,  various  Natural 
History  specimens  and  drawings  of  plants.  [This  letter,  and  those  that 
follow,  did  not  arrive  until  after  B.’s  death.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  81 

1820  Mar.  21  Has  sent  by  Capt.  Hamilton  of  Bombay  a  package  of  cloth 
and  thread  made  at  Manila  from  the  Abaca  or  Musa  textilis ;  sends  with 
this  an  account  of  the  process  of  manufacture. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  210 

1820  Mar.  24  Dr.  Morrison,  having  been  examining  the  Chinese  Materia 
Medica,  has  allowed  him  to  select  specimens  which  he  sends  by  Bombay, 
consisting  of  shells,  minerals  and  seeds;  sends  also  a  large  collection  of 
seeds  from  Manila  and  various  parts  of  China;  many  of  these  are  not 
named,  but  as  they  are  mostly  in  their  pods  or  vescicles,  Mr.  [Robert] 
Brown  will  be  able  to  determine  them;  sends  also  packets  of  seeds  for 
the  Horticultural  Society  and  for  Goodhall;  has  procured  living  plants 
from  the  Lo  Fow  Shang  mountain,  including  a  new  Azalea. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  213  vo- 216 

1820  Nov.  14-18  Sends  a  box  of  plants  by  Capt.  Jameson  of  Earl  of 
Balcarres ;  specifies  them ;  by  Thames  sends  four  boxes  of  plants  and  one 
of  sweetmeats;  sends  also  a  book  published  by  the  Buddhist  sect;  Puank- 
hequa  ( q.v .)  died  this  day  (18  Nov.).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  228 

1820  Nov.  14  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  of  27th  Aug.  1819  brought  by  an 

American  ship;  and  also  his  letter  of  31  March  1820;  there  is  a  dark  red 
rose  in  China,  also  a  pink  one;  is  sending  to  Goodhall  by  Thames  six 
rolls  of  his  large  map  of  China;  great  ignorance  of  Chinese  geography 
prevails  amongst  both  natives  and  Europeans ;  details  of  the  specimens  and 
drawings  sent ;  the  present  Viceroy  of  his  Province  has  published  a  book 
compiled  from  the  works  of  Jesuit  missionaries,  a  copy  of  which  he  sends; 
he  is  also  engaged  upon  a  statistical  work;  the  Emperor  Kea  King  died 
2  Sept,  and  is  succeeded  by  his  second  son ;  an  epidemic  amongst  the  coolies 
in  the  tea  gardens.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  230-232 

1821  Jan.  2  Has  forwarded  by  Princess  Amelia  an  authenticated  copy  of 
the  will  of  the  late  Emperor,  published  by  the  Chinese  Government;  is 
sending  other  articles  by  Duke  of  York.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  234 

1821  Jan.  8  Has  obtained  some  pieces  of  Japanese  ware  which  he  sends 
for  the  acceptance  of  Lady  Banks ;  he  sends  also  a  box  of  vermicelli  and  a 
box  of  dates,  and  will  soon  send  a  chest  of  Black  Tea;  a  Lusus  naturae 
has  been  exhibited  at  Macao ;  Livingstone  has  drawn  up  a  description  of  it, 
and  has  made  two  models,  one  for  the  East  India  Museum  and  one  for  that 
of  Edinburgh.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35262.  41-42 
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REICH ARD,  J.  F.  Director  of  the  Royal  Museum  of  Prussia 

1.  Berlin  1799  May  26  Appeals  on  behalf  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  R.  Forster, 

whose  sole  means  of  subsistence  will  be  the  price  realized  by  the  sale  of 
his  library,  which  will  probably  be  bought  by  the  King  of  Prussia  for 
8000  Rix  Dollars,  from  which  the  debts  will  have  to  be  paid;  as  B.  is  the 
principal  creditor,  he  begs  him  to  act  generously.  D.T.C.  n.  231-232 

2.  Soho  Square  1799  June  14*  Regrets  to  hear  of  the  circumstances  of  Mrs.  Forster; 

asks  him  to  assure  her  that  he  will  take  no  steps  to  diminish  the  sum 
produced  by  the  sale  of  her  husband’s  library,  and  that  he  gives  up  all 
claim  to  the  debt  owing  to  him;  in  order  to  protect  her  from  any  claim 
that  might  be  made  by  his  heirs  he  is  ready  to  sign  a  proper  instrument  of 
acquittance.  [See  Sprengel,  Wilhelmina.]  D.T.C.  11.  236 

RELHAN,  Rev.  Richard,  F.R.S.  (1754-1823).  Botanist 

1.  King’s  1794  Aug.  20  Is  a  candidate  for  the  curatorship  of  the  Cambridge 

College,  Botanic  Garden,  and  understands  that  the  appointment  will  be  mainly 

Cambridge  decided  by  B.’s  opinion;  as  he  has  long  resided  in  Cambridge  and  devoted 
his  time  to  botany  he  would  think  it  hard  if  a  stranger  were  appointed ;  the 
matter  is  very  material  to  him  as  he  has  a  small  income  and  seven  children ; 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  founder  that  the  curator  should  be  a  botanist 
and  not  a  mere  gardener.  D.T.C.  9.  96-97 

RfiMUSAT,  Jean  Pierre  Abel  (1788-1832).  Sinologist 

1.  Paris  1811  June  28  Sends  B.  a  copy  of  his  work  on  the  Chinese  language. 

[Essai  sur  la  langue  et  la  litterature  chinoises,  Paris,  1811],  and  a  copy  of  a 
letter  for  Sir  George  Staunton.  [French.  Note  by  B.  that  the  letter  was 
forwarded  by  Capt.  Birch  on  2nd  Dec.  1 81 1 .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  114-115 


RENNELL,  James,  F.R.S.  (1742-1830).  Geographer 


1. 


London  1788  Aug.  24  Informs  B.  that  Greville  is  settled  in  a  commodious  house 
at  Tyburn,  which  he  should  call  Park  Row;  is  about  to  make  a  tour  in  the 
northern  counties ;  he  has  learned  what  is  new  to  him,  namely  that  a  strong 
and  continued  W.  wind  in  the  Atlantic  occasions  a  current  running  N.W. 
along  the  W.  coast  of  France  and  round  the  S.  of  Ireland;  discusses  this 
and  its  implications  at  length.  D.T.C.  6.  72-74 

2.  Newport  1788  Oct.  1  Regrets  his  inability  to  visit  Revesby;  he  was  taken  ill  when 
Pagnell  leaving  Wales,  and  it  was  prudent  to  shorten  his  tour  and  move  homewards ; 

interesting  and  beautiful  places  visited  in  Wales;  has  obtained  copper 
halfpence  bearing  the  figure  of  a  Druid,  for  Miss  Banks;  they  are  circulated 
by  the  Anglesey  Company ;  has  been  impressed  by  the  civility  and  polite¬ 
ness  of  the  inn-keepers;  he  attributes  this  to  travelling  without  servants 
who  on  former  occasions  often  “got  them  into  scrapes”  at  the  inns;  hopes 
he  may  visit  Revesby  next  year  on  his  way  to  the  Lakes  and  Scotland. 

D.T.C.  6.  79-80 


3.  London  1788  Oct.  24  Has  given  the  Anglesey  coin  to  Dryander;  hopes  for  peace, 
and  his  understanding  of  the  European  situation;  Marsden  and  Blagden 
have  returned;  Col.  [Charles  Allan]  Cathcart  died  during  the  severe  cold 
on  his  voyage ;  news  of  Lord  Mulgrave ;  the  debt  of  the  East  India  Co. 

D.T.C.  6.  83-85 
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6.  Brighton 


7.  Brighton 


8.  Brighton 


9.  [London] 


continued 

1788  Dec.  22  Fully  agrees  with  the  usefulness  of  the  scheme  [i.e.  B.’s 
proposal  to  H.E.I.  Co.  to  import  Tea  plants  from  China  and  cultivate  them 
in  India] ;  sees  no  difficulty  in  its  execution  as  a  country  ship  could  carry 
the  plants  and  people  from  China  to  Bengal;  the  culture  of  Tea  would 
be  very  suitable  to  the  Hindoos,  “their  patient  industry  &  pliable  fingers” 
would  manage  it  well.  D.T.C.  6.  101-102 

1791  Aug.  5  Will  be  unable  to  see  B.  before  he  starts  for  Lincolnshire; 
his  wife  and  daughter  are  not  improved  in  health  by  their  tour  in  S.  Wales; 
he  has  found  the  roads  bad,  the  inns  dirty  and  the  beds  uncomfortable;  is 
not  much  impressed  by  the  scenery;  the  new  canal  lacks  water,  in  the 
tunnel  there  is  only  2  ft.;  the  bridge  at  Port  y  Pryd  looks  more  like  a 
triumphal  arch  than  a  bridge ;  it  is  steep  and  narrow  and  stands  for  vain¬ 
glory  rather  than  utility;  at  Newport  there  is  a  proposal  to  build  a  one-arch 
bridge ;  the  corn  looks  well  and  even  the  farmers  admit  it. 

D.T.C.  7.  237-241 

1793  Aug.  9  Will  soon  be  leaving  Brighton  but  not  in  time  to  see  B. 
before  he  goes  to  Lincolnshire;  is  pleased  that  Walker  has  made  progress 
with  the  plan  (subject  not  stated) ;  if  B.  will  send  it  and  two  proofs  he  will 
give  directions  as  to  the  lettering;  is  very  glad  to  hear  of  Bligh’s  arrival 
[from  his  second  Bread-fruit  expedition];  has  been  examining  the  sea- 
defences  of  Brighton,  where  the  groins  have  accumulated  large  banks  of 
shingle,  but  there  is  an  opening  at  the  E.  end  of  the  town  which  might  let 
the  sea  in;  the  Duke  of  Richmond's]  batteries  he  considers  “laughable”, 
as  they  are  so  placed  that  they  cannot  reach  boats  with  grape-shot  (sketch). 

D.T.C.  8.  243-244 

1793  Oct.  15  The  order  to  break  up  the  camp  has  been  countermanded 
after  all  the  baggage  and  some  of  the  troops  had  left,  and  these  will  have 
to  return;  it  is  reported  that  these  troops  will  be  cantoned  in  towns  near 
the  coast  all  the  winter;  he  thinks  the  troops  should  be  placed  at  Lewes, 
Tonbridge,  Horsham,  Grinstead,  Hastings,  etc.,  as  well  as  at  Brighton; 
thinks  the  probable  place  [of  landing  an  invading  force]  is  between  Beachy 
Head  and  Hastings;  there  must  be  squadrons  of  frigates,  etc.,  but  the 
Downs  is  a  bad  rendezvous ;  thinks  that  some  important  move  is  afoot  as 
the  Duke  suddenly  went  to  town  two  days  ago;  discusses  the  French 
plans  for  invasion,  etc.  D.T.C.  8.  259-261 

1793  Oct.  25  Is  leaving  Brighton  on  the  30th;  discusses  the  war  news, 
particularly  the  port  of  Toulon;  describes  the  round  tents  for  hammocks 
now  being  tried  as  an  experiment  (sketch) ;  their  superiority  over  beds  on 
the  ground.  D.T.C.  8.  267-269 

1793  Nov.  11  Informs  B.  that  a  subscription  has  been  set  on  foot  to 
provide  flannel  waistcoats  for  the  troops  in  Flanders  during  the  winter; 
Carter,  Inglis,  himself  and  some  others  have  bought  flannel  and  make  it 
up  in  their  own  houses;  by  this  means,  a  guinea  provides  eight  waistcoats 
with  sleeves,  including  tape,  thread,  etc. ;  the  flannel  costs  is.  per  yard,  and 
2 J  yards  make  one  waistcoat ;  they  are  to  be  sent  with  those  provided  by 
the  Edinburgh  subscription;  further  discussion  on  Toulon;  regrets  to  hear 
of  B.’s  confinement  and  hopes  for  speedy  recovery;  Government  should 
provide  the  troops  with  thick  worsted  stockings  for  the  winter. 

D.T.C.  8.  278-279 
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10.  Soho  Square  [1796  Sept.  16]  Takes  advantage  of  Correia,  going  to  Revesby  to  write; 

informs  B.  that  his  hall-porter  is  ill  with  asthma  and  should  have  country 


11.  London 

air ;  discusses  ancient  oars  and  paddles,  and  quotes  passages  from  Nearchus 
as  to  the  usages  of  the  Greeks ;  the  E.I.  Co.  is  forming  two  regiments  of 
volunteers  from  their  labourers;  thinks  this  sets  a  good  example  which 
should  be  followed  by  the  Insurance  Offices  and  Banks.  [R.  wrote  this 
letter  in  B.’s  London  House,  B.  being  then  at  Revesby.] 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  68-70 

1796  Oct.  21  Thanks  B.  for  sending  him  Mungo  Park’s  letter;  discusses 

its  data  in  detail  in  relation  to  the  map  and  what  is  known  of  the  geography 
of  the  area;  has  heard  from  an  Englishman  who  has  just  arrived  from 
Rouen  with  a  Hamburg  passport,  that  the  churches  there  are  all  reopened 
for  worship  and  all  crowded  and  that  merchants  and  private  people  still  use 
the  old  calendar;  will  send  B.  the  map  which  he  has  marked  in  accordance 
with  Park’s  report;  comments  on  the  French  atrocities  committed  on  the 
Swabian  peasants.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  77-79 

12.  London 

1797  Oct.  9  Refers  to  some  matter  not  specified,  relating  to  Scott  and 

Creassy  [? James  Creassy] ;  has  heard  from  Bligh  at  Yarmouth;  he  com¬ 
plains  of  rheumatism  but  is  pleased  that  his  ship  [H.M.S.  Director ,  64],  in 
point  of  manoeuvres  and  discipline  is  the  best  in  the  fleet ;  has  determined 
to  print  a  part  of  the  work  he  has  long  had  in  hand  on  the  Geography  of 
Herodotus,  which  will  include  much  about  Africa  and  the  discoveries  of 
the  African  Association.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  192-193 

13.  London 

1797  Oct.  22  Rejoices  to  hear  that  Mungo  Park  is  safe,  although  he  can 

tell  nothing  of  Timbuctoo ;  he  has  informed  Dixon  [James  Dickson  ( q.v .), 
Park’s  brother-in-law] ;  Bligh  has  proved  his  character  [at  the  Battle  of 
Camperdown],  and  it  is  a  shame  that  D.  [Admiral  Duncan]  leaves  the 
public  to  believe  that  the  Dutch  Commander-in-Chief  struck  his  colours 
to  him  (D.);  [Capt.  John]  Williamson  sustained  his  character  by  firing  into 
two  of  the  prizes  after  they  had  struck  and  also  into  the  Monmouth,  for 
which  he  is  to  be  court-martialled1 ;  he  (R.)  was  the  first  to  carry  the  news 
of  the  victory  to  Cambridge,  gives  other  details  of  the  battle;  thanks  B.  for 
the  Catalogue  of  his  Library.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  201-203 

14.  London 

1799  Aug.  22  Sends  his  corrected  manuscript  to  B.  for  approval;  on 

Dryander’s  advice,  he  has  written  all  the  Greek  words  in  Latin  characters; 
has  introduced  Herodotus  in  a  note,  and  also  the  mention  of  the  Bengal 
Lotus ;  has  completed  the  composition  of  his  book,  except  the  preface  and 
index,  ending  with  the  expedition  of  Hanno  to  Sierra  Leone;  the  maps, 
eleven  in  number,  are  being  engraved ;  the  discoveries  of  Park  and  Browne 
have  necessitated  rewriting  the  part  dealing  with  Africa. 

D.T.C.  11.  275-276 

15.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1799  Aug.  25  *  Returns  his  papers  on  the  Lotus  on  which  he  had  made 

some  notes  for  consideration ;  hopes  he  has  removed  the  supposed  mistake 
by  Herodotus  of  the  fruit  for  the  root ;  thinks  that  Herodotus  should  be 
given  a  place  in  the  text  rather  than  relegated  to  a  note;  suggests  that  all 

1  Williamson  was  a  Lieut,  on  the  Resolution  in  Cook’s  Third  Voyage,  and  was  in  command  of  the  launch  at  Kea- 
lakekua  Bay  when  Cook  was  attacked  by  the  natives ;  he  made  no  attempt  to  go  to  Cook’s  assistance  but  drew  off, 
nor  even  fired  a  shot ;  Cook’s  death  undoubtedly  must  be  laid  at  his  door ;  for  his  conduct  at  Camperdown,  the  sentence 
of  the  Court  Martial  was  that  he  should  be  “placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  Post  Captains  and  be  rendered 
incapable  of  ever  serving  on  board  of  any  of  His  Majesty’s  ships”. 
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20.  London 


21.  Brighton 


22.  [London] 


continued 

rivers  were  originally  negative,  discharging  into  a  bay  and  became  positive 
when  the  estuaries  were  filled  and  change  the  sea  into  dry  land. 

Rennell  Coll. 

1799  Sept.  9  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  now  returns  his  papers 
amended  as  suggested  for  B.’s  final  approval;  agrees  with  B.’s  remarks 
as  to  Pythagoras;  is  pleased  to  find  that  their  ideas  as  to  rivers  and 
alluvium  are  essentially  the  same;  it  was  unfortunate  for  Bligh  that  his 
was  one  of  the  four  ships  ordered  away  to  join  the  main  fleet. 

D.T.C.  11.  277-280 

1799  Sept.  16  His  manuscript  has  gone  to  the  printer  and  the  passage 
concerning  Pythagoras  is  retained;  amongst  the  Brahmins  this  plant  [Lotus] 
is  held  sacred,  but  the  kernels  are  universally  eaten  by  the  Hindus;  this 
custom  may  have  arisen  since  the  time  of  Pythagoras;  praises  [General 
George]  Harris  for  his  brilliant  victory  to  end  the  Mysore  war;  he  is  an 
officer  of  H.E.I.C.S.  D.T.C.  11.  286-287 

1799  Sept.  23  Sends  B.  a  copy  of  the  chart  [of  Cook’s  Voyages];  on  the 

whole  the  facts  agree  better  with  Furneaux  than  with  Cook,  and  it  appears 
that  Cook  was  wrong  as  regards  the  longitude  of  Botany  Bay ;  it  is  rumoured 
that  Tippoo  was  trying  to  escape  when  killed;  only  three  days’  supplies 
remained  in  the  camp;  a  copy  of  Tippoo’s  proposition  to  the  French  was 
found  in  his  palace,  which  will  be  published  in  due  course;  it  is  proposed 
to  restore  the  Mysore  Rajah ;  has  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  all  the  new 
works  at  Seringapatam  should  be  demolished  so  as  to  give  it  up  in  its 
former  state.  D.T.C.  11.  288-290 

1800  Oct.  21  [Sir  William]  Ouseley  is  translating  the  geographical  work 
of  Ebn  Haukel  [Ibn.  Hauqal] ;  the  work  treats  only  of  the  countries  then 
[in  the  10th  cent.]  possessed  by  the  Mohammedans;  he  mentions  a  great 
river  in  Persia  which  terminates  in  a  fresh-water  lake,  which  seems  very 
much  to  the  point  when  considering  the  Niger;  quotes  the  passage. 

D.T.C.  12.  128-130 

1801  Dec.  31  [To  William  George  Browne  (7.®.).]  As  B.  is  laid  up  with 
gout,  he  writes  on  his  behalf  to  inform  him  what  Hornemann  has  done  in 
regard  to  geography ;  in  mapping  Africa  he  needs  much  more  information, 
both  from  Hornemann  and  Browne;  a  long  discussion  of  geographical 
problems  in  Africa  and  many  of  which  more  information  is  desired. 

D.T.C.  12.  296-303 

1802  Oct.  7  Informs  B.  that  the  Admiralty  Board  passed  through  Brigh¬ 

ton  and  he  was  introduced  to  Lord  St.  Vincent;  he  has  sent  to  Lord 
Hobart’s  office  a  series  of  questions  to  be  asked  in  Sierra  Leone  of 
merchants  who  come  from  the  interior  concerning  the  routes  to  such  places 
as  it  is  desired  to  ascertain;  Lord  Teignmouth  has  shown  him  the  horn  of 
a  Rhinoceros  3  ft.  9  in.  long;  he  also  gave  him  samples  of  pebbles,  mud, 
shells,  etc.,  taken  from  a  well  in  Clapham  300  ft.  deep;  the  shells  are  very 
different  from  those  in  Lord  Spencer’s  well  [at  Wimbledon] ;  has  seen  an 
account  of  a  settlement  at  Cayenne  where  there  are  great  numbers  of 
liberated  negroes ;  hears  from  Marsden  that  Langles  is  translating  Horne- 
mann’s  Journal.  D.T.C.  13.  268-270 

1806  Jan.  25  He  has  copied  out  the  geographical  notices  from  Park’s 
journal,  which  are  very  clear  and  consistent;  discusses  the  position  of 
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Kayee  which  he  cannot  find  in  any  map;  Park  calls  the  crocodile  by  the 


23.  [London 

native  name  Bumbo,  and  Pliny  calls  the  Gambia  River  Bambotus  and  says 
that  it  abounds  in  crocodiles.  D.T.C.  16.  231 

1813  Nov.  — ]  Considers  that  Burckhardt  has  made  valuable  contribu¬ 

tions  to  the  history,  antiquities,  geography,  etc.,  of  the  countries  he  has 
visited ;  he  has  explained  the  palm  wine  mentioned  by  Herodotus  and 
Xenophon  by  his  journey  to  Nubia,  which  seems  also  to  confirm  the 
statement  of  Herodotus  that  the  original  inhabitants  of  Egypt  came  from 
Ethiopia;  strictures  on  the  ambitions  and  ravages  of  the  French;  predicts 
that  the  fate  of  Moscow  will  be  that  of  Paris ;  Burckhardt’s  observations  on 
the  bed  of  the  Nile.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  54-55 

D.T.C.  18.  288-290 

24.  [London] 

1819  Apl.  29  Requires,  for  his  chart  of  currents  and  winds,  the  journals 

of  American  East  India  ships  between  the  coast  ports  of  America  and 
Latitude  50  to  io°  S,  both  outwards  and  homewards;  though  British  ships 
may  pass  through  that  quarter,  they  have  no  chronometers,  but  the  Ameri¬ 
can  ships  have  them;  if  this  proposal  is  favourably  received,  he  would 
wait  upon  his  Excellency  [  ?  the  American  Ambassador]  with  his  charts. 

D.T.C.  20.  179-180 

RENNELL,  Thomas  Thackeray  (1752-1840) 

1.  Gt.  Titch-  1819  Apl.  24  Comments  on  the  attempts  by  Sir  Richard  Phillips  to 

field  Street  controvert  the  Newtonian  System  of  Physics.  Brabourne,  155-156 

RENNIE,  John,  F.R.S.  (1761-1821).  Civil  Engineer 

1.  New  Surrey  1785  Apl.  14  Sends  information  of  a  Lock  invented  by  a  Kalmuk  Tartar 


Street 

desired  by  B. ;  it  has  been  published  in  the  Memoires  de  VAcademie  for 
1699;  he  has  left  the  volume  at  R.S.  so  that  B.  may  consult  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  10 

2.  London 

1804  Sept.  17  Has  received  a  letter  from  Matthew  Boulton  who  has 

expressed  confidence  in  B.’s  advice;  plans  for  the  Mint  are  completed ;  has 
been  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  report  on  various  schemes  for 
the  defence  of  the  coast;  meetings  of  the  commissioners  for  Boston  and 
Witham  navigation  works.  Nat.  Lib.  Scotland.  MS.  2909.  25-26 

3.  London 

1804  Oct.  12  Has  sent  plans  of  the  Mint  to  Boulton  but  cannot  go  to 

Birmingham  owing  to  the  urgency  of  the  defence  schemes;  a  plan  to 
inundate  Romney  Marsh  and  adjoining  levels  proves  to  be  impracticable; 
details  of  the  proposed  military  canal  from  Romney  to  Rye  and  con¬ 
struction  of  a  dock  at  Rye  for  gun-boats;  is  ordered  by  the  Duke  of  York 
to  cancel  all  other  engagements  and  proceed  with  surveys  for  defence 
works,  thus  delaying  the  Mint  and  Boston  proceedings;  is  meeting  Pitt  at 
Dymchurch.  Nat.  Lib.  Scotland.  MS.  2909.  27-28 

4.  London 

1805  Jan.  5  His  assistant,  Allen,  has  arrived;  intends  to  place  him  in 

charge  of  the  engine  for  the  Dublin  water  supply,  and  of  that  made  by 
Boulton  &  Watt  for  Boston,  etc. ;  thanks  B.  for  recommending  him  for  a 
Russian  engagement,  but  for  family  and  professional  reasons  doubts  if  he 
could  accept  it;  will  call  upon  B.  to  interview  his  Russian  friend. 

Nat.  Lib.  Scotland.  MS.  2909.  31 

D.T.C.  15.  251-252 
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RENNIE,  John,  continued 

5.  London  1815  Aug.  1 1  [To  Sir  John  Barrow.]  Encloses  letter  from  Boulton  &  Watt 
concerning  a  steam-engine  under  construction  for  the  African  expedition 
boat.  [See  Watt,  James,  Junior,  No.  1.]  D.T.C.  19.  181-182 


RENNIE,  Rev.  Robert  (d.  1820).  Minister  of  Kilsyth 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  Apl.  5  *  He  has  read  the  first  two  essays  with  pleasure  and  will 
subscribe  for  the  remaining  ten;  the  R.S.  as  a  corporate  body  cannot 
patronize  the  work,  but  Fellows  interested  in  Agriculture  and  Geology  may 
do  so.  Dawson  MS.  46.  23 


RETZIUS,  Anders  Johan  (1742-1821).  Naturalist 


1.  Lund 


2.  Lund 


Lund 


4.  Lund 


Lund 


Discusses  Astragalus  and  Adiantum.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS. 


1782  June  21 

8096.  158 

1787  July  15  It  is  long  since  he  sent  for  B.  and  for  Pennant  the  4th  of  his 
fasciculi,  and  hopes  that  they  as  well  as  the  earlier  ones  arrived  safely; 
at  present  he  is  at  work  upon  Flora  Scandinaviae  and  when  that  is  finished 
intends  to  continue  Filices  Plumerianae.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  499 
1790  Jan.  21  Asks  whether  the  parcel  containing  his  4th  fasc.  and  a 
dissertation  has  arrived ;  a  second  copy  was  sent  in  it  for  Pennant.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  337 
1800  Dec.  17  Hopes  that  the  2nd  edition  of  his  Florae  Scandinaviae 
Prodromus  has  reached  B. ;  he  is  now  sending  the  first  part  of  his  Fauna 
Suecica ;  discussion  on  the  Crocodile ;  is  much  interested  in  Ornithorhynchus 
which  appears  to  him  to  be  a  link  between  the  Mammalia  and  the  Cetacea. 
[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  195-196 

1813  June  8  He  does  not  remember  whether  he  has  already  sent  B.  a 
copy  of  the  book  (not  named)  accompanying  this  letter;  he  encloses  a 
short  article  supplementing  the  biographies  of  Linnaeus  and  some 
academic  dissertations.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  153 


REWENTLOW,  Christian  Ditlev  (1748-1827).  Statesman 

1.  Copenhagen  1812  May  12  [To  Castenschiold  (<7.^.).]  Advises  him  to  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  thanking  B.  for  his  endeavours  on  behalf  of  Iceland, 
Greenland  and  the  Faroes.  Brabourne,  10 


REYNIER,  Jean  Louis  Antoine  (1762-1824).  Physician  and  Naturalist 

1.  Lausanne  x  787  Aug.  15  Would  like  to  travel  as  a  naturalist  on  a  voyage  to  Tahiti 

or  some  other  expedition  for  B. ;  has  plenty  of  stamina  for  such  an  under¬ 
taking.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  500 

2.  Lausanne  1789  Sept.  19  Thanks  B.  for  his  reply;  as  it  is  not  possible  for  him  to  go 

to  the  South  Seas,  asks  if  he  might  be  acceptable  as  a  physician-naturalist 
at  Botany  Bay.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  501 

REYNOLDS,  Sir  Joshua,  P.R.A.  (1732-1792).  Portrait  Painter 

1.  Leicester  1778  Dec.  n  Informs  B.  of  his  election  as  a  member  of  The  Club  at  the 

Fields  Turk’s  Head  Tavern,  Gerard  Street.  Border  Coll. 
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RICHARD,  Louis  Claude  Marie  (1754-1821).  Botanist 

1.  Paris  [1790?—]  Encloses  a  long  list  of  plants  of  which  he  desires  specimens. 

[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  80-83 

RICHARDSON,  Rev.  William,  D.D.  (1740-1820).  Geologist.  (See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Armagh  1803  Feb.  8  Sends  for  B.’s  acceptance  a  memoir  which  will  be  published 

in  the  Transactions  of  the  R.  Irish  Academy;  when  he  sent  B.  specimens  of 
Basalt  from  the  Giant’s  Causeway  and  a  description  of  them,  he  did  not 
think  his  observations  sufficiently  established  to  lay  them  before  R.S.; 
Dr.  Hope  has  been  supplied  with  a  more  complete  series  of  specimens  and 
has  asked  him  for  a  memoir  on  them  for  the  Transactions  [of  the  R.  Soc.  of 
Edinburgh] ;  has  made  further  observations  which  prove  the  falsity  of 
Hutton’s  theories  and  offers  R.S.  a  paper  on  the  folly  of  those  theories; 
although  Kirwan  has  taken  up  the  question,  the  methods  he  uses  and  his 
own  are  entirely  different.  D.T.C.  14.  16-18 

2.  Soho  Square  1804  Mar.  20  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  memoir  on  the  Basaltic  Pillars 

of  Fairhead ;  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  earth’s  surface  has  been  affected  in  the 
past  by  causes  that  are  no  longer  in  action,  but  the  progress  of  Geology 
demands  a  frequent  reconsideration  of  conclusions.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  289 


RICHIE,  Robert 
1.  Venice 


1785  Nov.  20  [To  John  Strange  (<7.?;.).]  Calls  attention  to  a  Venetian 
farmer,  Giglio  Tessari,  who  is  self-educated  but  has  mathematical  genius; 
he  has  invented  and  constructed  an  instrument  for  determining  longitude, 
which  should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  English  authorities;  long 
details  of  this,  and  of  other  inventions,  including  various  types  of  agri¬ 
cultural  machinery,  all  of  which  he  has  inspected. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  40-41 

RICHMOND  AND  LENNOX,  Duke  of—  See  Lennox,  Charles. 

RICKARDS,  Robert  (fl.  1800-1805).  Bombay  Civil  Service,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Saville  Street  1805  Dec.  16  He  understands  from  Lord  Bute  that  a  collection  of  seeds 
from  Malabar  would  be  acceptable  to  B. ;  he  therefore  presents  them, 
together  with  a  list  giving  short  descriptions  and  the  native  names  (96 
species).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  222-225 

RICKETTS,  William.  Army  Officer 

1.  Lenham,  1811  July  7  Submits  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  telegraphs, 

Kent  making  use  of  an  electric  current  conveyed  by  the  side  of  the  canals,  which 

extend  everywhere  in  England;  offers  it  to  R.S.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  81 

2.  Soho  Square  1814  Jan.  28  *  Acknowledges  receipt  of  Rickett’s  telegraphic  scheme; 

he  recalls  that  it  had  been  submitted  previously  [in  1811],  and  was  then 
returned  to  him  for  amplification;  the  present  paper  does  not  render  it 
more  intelligible,  and  he  must  therefore  decline  to  present  it  to  R.S. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  82 


3.  Maidstone 


1814  Jan.  30  Requests  that  his  rejected  paper  may  be  sent  under  cover 
to  i  James  Street,  Adelphi,  and  regrets  that  B.’s  time  should  have  been 
so  unprofitably  occupied  in  its  perusal.  [Note  by  B.  “Sent  the  paper  as 
directed  1  Feb.  1814”.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  83 
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RICKMAN,  John,  F.R.S.  (1771-1840).  Statistician 

1.  New  Palace  1805  June  16  Sends  Report  on  the  progress  of  the  Caledonian  Canal; 
Yard  has  another  on  Roads  and  Bridges  in  the  press ;  his  paper  on  cultivation  has 

been  approved  by  Board  of  Agriculture;  the  space  to  be  deducted  from 
land  measurements  occupied  by  lanes  and  hedges;  progress  of  inclosure; 
increase  in  population  leads  to  more  pasture. 


2.  Soho  Square 

3.  New  Palace 
Yard 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  206-207 
D.T.C.  16.  58-60 

1805  June  19  *  Returns  thanks  for  Caledonian  Canal  Report;  the  work 
of  Outram  and  Jessop;  population  of  sheep  and  men  in  the  Highlands. 

D.T.C.  16.  61-63 

1805  June  26  Sends  Report  on  Roads  and  Bridges  in  the  Highlands,  an 
undertaking  less  “liable  to  roguery”  than  the  Caledonian  Canal;  utility  of 
annual  reports  which  the  other  Canal  Companies  would  do  well  to  issue; 
enquiry  into  the  number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Scotland  and  other 
statistical  matter.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  210-21 1 

D.T.C.  16.  66-68 


4.  New  Palace 
Yard 


5.  New  Palace 
Yard 


1805  July  25  Arrowsmith  is  far  advanced  with  his  map  of  Scotland ;  Gen. 
Roy’s  map,  in  B.’s  possession,  would  be  very  helpful  to  him,  and  asks  for 
the  loan  of  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  217 

D.T.C.  16.  86 

1817  Dec.  28  Considers  an  Act  of  Parliament  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session  will  be  necessary  if  Easter  Day  is  to  be  placed  a  week  earlier  than 
it  is  by  the  tables  prefixed  to  the  Prayer  Book,  as  it  ought  to  be.  [See 
Reeves,  John,  and  Wollaston,  W.  H.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  69 


RING,  John  (1752-1821).  Surgeon 

1.  New  Street,  1811  Jan.  26  Gives  the  case-history  of  a  patient  who  had  for  many  years 
Hanover  suffered  from  gout  and  who  tried  the  “Eau  Medicinale”  with  fatal 

Square  result;  he  took  it  with  benefit  in  the  spring  of  1810,  and  at  the  onset  of 

another  attack  of  gout  in  November  of  that  year  he  took  it  again,  when  it 
produced  violent  pains  and  vomiting  and  he  died  on  the  sixth  day. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  41-42 


RIOU,  Edward,  F.R.S.  (1758-1801).  Captain,  R.N. 

1.  [Soho  1791  May  15  *  Congratulates  him  on  his  safe  return  after  his  perils  [in 

Square]  the  wreck  of  H.M.S.  Guardian ] ;  thanks  him  for  the  care  he  took  of  the 

seeds  and  bulbs  for  H.M.  Garden  at  Kew  which  have  been  delivered  at  his 
house ;  he  will  instruct  Aiton  to  send  to  Portsmouth  for  the  Strelitzia. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979-  97 


RIVAUD,  — .  Naval  Officer 

1.  H.M.S.  1813  Apl.  23  Asks  B.’s  assistance  in  obtaining  the  privileges  due  to  his 

Glory ,  rank,  as  he  (B.)  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  release  of  his  brother  in  1805  ; 

Chatham  understands  that  Lacepede  is  writing  to  B.  to  recommend  him. 

Brabourne,  91 

RIVAUD  ST.  GERMAIN 

1.  Soho  Square  1806  May  24  *  Congratulates  him  on  his  liberation;  requests  him  to 
deliver  enclosed  letter  to  Lacepede  ( q.v .)  [N.R.R.S.  9.  288.]  D.T.C.  16.  268 


Rivaud  St.  Germain,  continued 

2.  Paris  1806  July  4  Egerton  has  been  given  permission  to  return  to  England, 

thanks  to  B.’s  intervention,  for  which  he  is  very  grateful.  [French], 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  237 


ROBERTS,  Henry  ( 1 756  ?— 1 796  ?).  Naval  Officer 

1.  Lambeth  1784  Mar.  19  [To  Sir  Philip  Stephens.]  Has  received  a  letter  from  Capt. 
Terrace  King  to  say  that  B.  desires  definite  information  when  the  Chart  [of  Cook’s 

Voyages]  will  be  finished ;  it  will  be  out  of  the  engraver’s  hands  at  the  end 
of  the  month.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977 .  263 


ROBERTS,  James  (1752-1826).  Under-Steward  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks’s  Estates 

1.  Soho  Square  1800  Dec.  10  *  Has  sent  a  ton  of  rice  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor 

of  Mareham  and  Revesby;  instructions  as  to  its  collection  and  stowage; 
distribution  to  be  made  by  R.  Alliwell  ( q.v .)  who  is  to  keep  a  weekly 
account ;  enquires  local  prices  of  lard,  butter  and  treacle ;  encloses  a  recipe 
for  cooking  rice,  to  be  printed  and  a  copy  given  to  each  recipient.  [Weekly 
accounts  of  distribution,  16-46.]  Hill  Coll.  1.  6 

2.  Soho  Square  1801  Feb.  10  *  Has  sent  some  barrels  of  herrings  which  have  arrived  at 

Boston,  for  distribution  to  the  poor;  has  sent  a  further  11  cwt.  of  rice. 
[See  F  yd  ell,  Thomas.]  Hill  Coll.  1.  11 

3.  Soho  Square  1801  Apl.  13  *  Supply  of  rice  to  be  reduced  to  half  for  the  families  of 

labourers  now  able  to  work,  but  full  ration  to  be  continued  for  women  and 
for  the  aged  and  infirm;  has  sent  two  more  casks  of  rice.  Hill  Coll.  1.  12 

4.  [Soho  - *  Instructions  to  R.  to  superintend  his  accounts  in  Lincolnshire, 

Square]  Derbyshire  and  London,  to  attend  on  rent-days  in  Lincolnshire  and  the 

half-yearly  pay-days  in  London.  Hill  Coll.  3.  17 


ROBERTS,  John  (d.  1810).  Director,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  East  India  1802  Dec.  1  Sends  letter  from  Governor  Patton  (q.v)  of  St.  Helena;  the 

House  plants  for  Kew  are  on  board  Princess  Charlotte  now  at  Limerick ;  when  the 

ship  reaches  London  directions  have  been  given  for  the  plants  to  be 
delivered  to  B.’s  order.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  71 

2.  Soho  Square  1803  Apl.  28  *  Reports  that  he  has  seen  the  King  who  is  pleased  with 

and  much  interested  in  the  expedition  to  China;  H.M.  has  assented  to  the 
proposal  that  H.E.I.  Co.  should  bear  the  expenses  of  the  Kew  gardener. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  104 

ROBERTS,  Rev.  Peter  (1760-1819).  Antiquary 

1.  Arundel  1802  Oct.  22  As  one  who  had  the  privilege  of  using  B.’s  library  on  the 
Street,  Strand  introduction  of  Dr.  Lind,  he  sends  a  pamphlet  on  the  Zodiac,  and  another 
on  a  discovery  of  his  own  (not  specified).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  66 

ROBERTS,  — .  Colonel 

1.  Albemarle  [1801]  Nov.  18  He  sends  drawings  of  an  animal  which  he  believes  to  be 
Street  undescribed  from  the  upper  provinces  of  Hindustan,  where  it  frequents 

burial-places;  he  regrets  he  cannot  present  the  drawings  to  B.  as  they  are 
not  his  property.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  323 

7°5 


45  b.l. 


ROBERTSON,  Rev.  Abraham,  F.R.S.  (1751-1826).  Astronomer 

1.  Oxford  1801  Dec.  13  At  the  invitation  of  the  Clarendon  Press  he  has  undertaken 

to  prepare  the  rest  of  Dr.  [James]  Bradley’s  papers  for  publication;  the 
second  volume  will  not  be  ready  for  some  time;  asks  B.’s  assistance  to 
obtain  passports  for  two  Oxford  friends  who  wish  to  go  to  Paris. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  327-328 

2.  Oxford  1820  Feb.  17  Sends  for  B.’s  information  a  copy  of  his  letter  refusing 

to  become  a  member  of  the  new  Astronomical  Society  as  he  considers  it 
an  unnecessary  duplication  of  R.S.  Brabourne,  180-181 


ROBERTSON,  George  (fl.  1780-1805).  Hydrographer 

1.  Piccadilly  1791  May  3  Presents  B.  with  a  set  of  his  new  charts  facilitating  navigation 
to  China  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  together  with  a  memoir  thereon;  he 
desires  to  present  a  set  of  his  works  to  R.S.  but  does  not  know  the  correct 
procedure.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  93 


ROBERTSON,  James  (fl.  1758-1776).  Surgeon  and  Naturalist 

1.  Calcutta  1775  Feb.  20  On  his  way  to  Calcutta  he  collected  some  plants  for  B.  at 
various  places,  which  have  been  sent  from  Bombay;  on  his  arrival  he 
reported  to  the  Governor,  but  as  no  confirmation  of  his  appointment  had 
been  received  from  London,  he  was  unable  to  join  H.E.E  Co.’s  service; 
begs  B.  to  take  steps  to  have  his  appointment  confirmed  by  the  Court  as 
he  is  now  living  without  employment  at  great  expense ;  hopes  to  send  more 
plants  in  about  two  months.  [Date  in  D.T.C.  incorrect.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  44-45 
D.T.C.  1.  115-116 


2.  Calcutta  1775  May  17  Asks  B.  to  take  no  further  steps  as  his  appointment  is  now 
in  order;  has  collected  plants,  but  they  are  not  yet  put  in  order,  and  will 
send  them  by  a  later  ship;  Lady  Ann  Monson  has  employed  two  artists; 
asks  B.  if  he  would  prefer  drawings  made  of  plants  most  liable  to  injury; 
an  artist  would  cost  about  35  rupees  a  month,  and  would  draw  about  12 
plants  per  month.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  48 


ROBERTSON,  John  (fl.  1776-1787).  Former  Clerk  to  Royal  Society 

1.  Bridge  Street  1787  May  17  Describes  in  fulsome  language  his  father’s  services  to  R.S. 

as  Clerk,  his  own  appointment  to  succeed  him  on  his  death  in  1776  [cf. 
Lyons ,  169],  and  his  subsequent  resignation;  is  now  in  distress  and  appeals 
to  B.  for  financial  assistance.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  124-125 

2.  [Soho  1787  May  18  *  Considers  his  conduct  when  Clerk  to  R.S.  very  different 

Square]  from  the  representation  of  it  in  his  letter  and  advises  him  to  apply  elsewhere 

for  help.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  125  vo. 


ROBERTSON,  Robert.  Shetland  Wool  Purveyor 

1.  Wardour  1789  Apl.  27  Thanks  B.  for  presenting  his  Shetland  Wool  Stockings  to 
Street  their  Majesties;  he  feels  highly  honoured  that  the  gift  was  accepted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  241 


ROBERTSON,  Rev.  William  (1721-1793).  Principal  of  Edinburgh  University;  Historian 
1.  Edinburgh  1773  Feb.  18  Having  read  in  the  newspapers  that  B.  had  been  to  see  two 
Eskimos  now  in  London,  asks  for  information  about  them ;  it  is  stated  that 
all  the  American  races  are  beardless  except  the  Eskimos  who  have  beards 
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Robertson,  Rev.  William,  continued 

like  the  races  of  northern  Europe;  asks  B.  if  this  is  true  from  his  own 
observation  or  that  of  other  travellers;  refers  to  Lord  Monboddo’s  book 
on  the  origin  of  language,  to  his  theory  that  men  were  originally  quadru¬ 
peds  and  did  not  acquire  speech  until  after  they  had  learned  to  walk  erect, 
etc ;  he  considers  the  book,  in  spite  of  its  oddity,  to  contain  much  valuable 
matter;  in  it  B.  is  frequently  mentioned,  always  with  respect. 

D.T.C.  i.  47-48 

2.  Edinburgh  1791  June  7  Sends  B.  a  copy  of  the  book  he  has  just  published  and  will 

be  very  pleased  to  hear  any  observations  upon  it  B.  may  make.  [Z)L- 

quisition  on  the  Knowledge  which  the  Ancients  had  of  India.] 

D.T.C.  7.  217 

3.  Soho  Square  1791  July  15*  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  his  book;  although  the 

ground  it  covers  has  been  considerably  trodden  before,  he  acknowledges 
that  the  author’s  agreeable  mode  of  writing  has  contributed  both  to  his 
amusement  and  instruction;  invites  him  to  visit  London  where  he  can  be 
introduced  to  many  persons  whose  acquaintance  he  would  like  to  make. 

Nat.  Lib.  Scotland:  MS.  3944.  75 


ROBINS,  George  Henry  (1778-1847).  Auctioneer 

1.  Spring  1805  Aug.  3  *  He  cannot  allow  Spring  Grove  to  be  visited  as  he  and 

Grove  his  family  are  entirely  resident  there.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37951.  13 

ROBINS,  L.  J.  Botanist 

1.  Madeira  1774  Apl.  2  On  his  arrival  he  called  on  [Consul  Charles]  Murray  who 

employed  Mr.  Shapcote,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  local  botany,  and  a 
servant,  to  assist  him  in  collecting  plants;  enumerates  and  describes 
specimens  found,  which  Murray  has  undertaken  to  dry  and  forward  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  32 

2.  Montpelier,  1776  July  24  Enumerates  and  describes  trees  and  plants  collected  in 

Montego  Bay  West  Indies;  his  activities  were  curtailed  by  the  rebellion;  has  also 

collected  35  Amphibia  and  292  Fishes;  his  specimens  are  in  charge  of 
Parsons  at  the  Custom  House;  asks  for  instructions  as  to  shipping  them. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  57 


ROBINSON,  John.  Horticulturist 

1.  Watermillock  1775  May  26  [To  J.  Stables,  India  House.]  Describes  his  method  of 
growing  trees  from  boughs  severed  from  other  trees,  which  has  been 
successful,  especially  with  pears.  [Endorsed  by  B.,  “Method  of  Imping’’.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  50-51 


ROBINSON,  John  (1739-1805).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  Edinburgh  1800  Jan.  21  He  has  been  appointed  to  edit  the  chemical  works  of  the 
late  Dr.  [Joseph]  Black;  in  his  introduction  he  wishes  to  trace  the  work  of 
his  predecessors  and  asks  B.  whether  Robert  Hooke’s  papers  are  available 
at  R.S.;  he  was  first  a  pupil  of  Black,  and  then  an  intimate  friend;  gives 
account  of  his  career.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  21 5-2 17 

D.T.C.  12.  14-20 


ROBINSON,  Ramsey.  King’s  Stockman  at  Kew 

i.  Kensington  1791  Mar.  20  In  accordance  with  B.’s  instructions,  he  posted  a  man 
at  Kew  Bridge  to  await  B.’s  cart  with  the  Spanish  ewes,  but  it  did  not 
appear;  supposing  the  sheep  might  have  been  sent  by  water,  he  posted  a 
man  at  the  bridge  all  night ;  he  fears  some  mistake  has  occurred  in  the 
arrangements.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  88 

ROBINSON,  William.  Surveyor 

1.  Boston  1793  Apl.  4  [Signed  also  by  John  Waite.]  Memorandum  on  Boston 

Haven;  describes  the  positioning  of  the  sandbanks,  and  the  channels 
between  them  through  which  vessels  enter  and  leave  the  port ;  some  of  the 
sandbanks  stand  high  at  low- water  and  turn  the  direction  of  the  flood-tide 
with  great  force;  one  of  these  channels  has  deepened  by  three  feet,  and 
another  is  two  feet  deeper  than  a  year  ago.  D.T.C.  8.  192 

ROBINSON,  William.  Mayor  of  Boston,  Lines. 

1.  [Soho  1794  Apl.  9  *  Thanks  him  for  sending  the  resolutions  and  subscription 

Square]  list  of  the  meeting  held  in  Boston  in  connection  with  the  scheme  for  the 

defence  of  the  county;  commends  his  loyalty  and  activity;  Capt.  Joseph 
Huddart  who  surveyed  the  Deeps  for  the  Corporation  of  Boston  and 
furnished  a  plan  and  report,  desires  to  be  recompensed  not  by  a  fee  but  by 
a  piece  of  plate.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  13 

ROBSON,  Francis  (d.  1833).  Deputy- Governor  of  St.  Helena 

1.  St.  Helena  1793  July  28  He  will  endeavour  to  transplant  a  young  Fern-tree  and  send 

it  to  B. ;  he  regrets  his  arrears  of  subscriptions  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries 
but  will  pay  them  as  soon  as  possible.  [He  was  elected  F.S.A.  in  1783.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  214 

2.  St.  Helena  1796  Mar.  3  Gives  news  of  the  suicide  of  Col.  [Robert  Jacob]  Gordon  at 

the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  regrets  that  most  of  the  trees  planted  at  Long- 
wood  [in  St.  Helena]  have  failed;  solicits  B.’s  interest  for  his  son,  Francis 
Augustus.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  53 

D.T.C.  10  (1).  18-19 

ROCHESTER,  Bishop  of — See  Thomas,  John. 

ROCKINGHAM,  Marchioness  of — See  Watson- Wentworth,  Mary. 

RODON  Y  BELL,  Martin  (fl.  1787-1790).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Carthagena  1790  Aug.  20  Sends  copies,  for  B.  and  for  R.S.,  of  his  book  [. Relacion  de 
las  Epidemias,  1787],  and  also  of  his  inaugural  lecture  delivered  at  the 
Botanic  Garden  [Brebe  discurso  ...  de  la  Botanica,  1788].  [Spanish.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  1 

ROE,  Rev.  Thomas  (1772-1827).  Rector  of  Kirkby-on-Bain 

1.  Kirkby  1802  Mar.  24  [To  Robert  Smith.]  Gives  notice  that  from  Michaelmas 

next  he  will  not  accept  payment  in  money  for  the  tithes  of  Toft  Hill  Farm, 
w7hich  must  be  paid  in  kind.  Hill  Coll.  4.  3 

ROEMER,  Johann  Jacob  (1763-1819).  Botanist 

1 .  Zurich  1 782  Aug.  23  Makes  a  long  appeal  to  B.  for  money  to  enable  him  to  study 

at  a  University  and  obtain  a  medical  degree.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  108-110 
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Roemer,  Johann  Jacob,  continued 

2.  Zurich  1793  Mar.  28  Is  grateful  to  B.  for  his  introduction  to  Aiton,  and  sent  him 

in  1792  a  parcel  of  seeds  but  has  had  no  thanks  nor  seeds  in  exchange;  he 
has  since  written  in  English  but  has  still  had  no  reply;  sends  B.  a  copy  of  a 
botanical  magazine  of  which  he  is  editor  [ Magazin  fiir  die  Botanik ],  and 
some  Swiss  dried  plants;  he  has  between  1000  and  1200  dried  plants  and 
if  Aiton  wishes  for  any  of  these,  he  would  like  to  have  in  exchange  Curtis’s 
Flora  Londinensis  and  Dickson’s  Coll,  of  Dried  Plants.  \French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  282-283 


ROHR,  Julius  Philipp  Benjamin  von  ( c .  1737-1793)-  Botanist 


Ste  Croix, 
Curasao 


Ste  Croix, 
Curafao 


Kingston, 

Jamaica 


4.  Cayenne 


5.  Montserrat 


6.  New  York 


1777  June  24  Introduces  John  Ryan  who  brings  plants  which  they  have 
jointly  collected;  asks,  if  there  should  be  a  new  genus  amongst  them,  such 
genus  may  be  called  after  Roepstorff,  who  is  Governor,  and  by  whom  he 
was  brought  into  contact  with  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  185 

1783  July  19  Sends  30  plants  before  setting  out  for  St.  Domingo, 
Cayenne,  Surinam  and  as  far  along  the  coast  as  he  can  penetrate ;  Ryan  has 
lent  him  Aublet’s  book  and  is  also  taking  with  him  Jacquin’s  list  sent  by 
B.  in  order  to  collect  as  many  as  possible ;  he  will  keep  a  tally  of  everything 
sent  and  asks  B.  to  send  seeds  for  his  garden  on  his  return. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  225 

1783  Sept.  16  Describes  change  in  his  plans,  owing  to  his  friend’s  illness; 

encountered  strong  Spanish  opposition  at  Carthegena;  on  leaving  Jamaica 
he  will  stay  at  Santa  Marta  with  a  relative  of  the  Governor  who  has 
promised  every  facility;  Ryan  has  been  very  ill  and  is  now  in  N.  America, 
but  before  leaving  Ste.  Croix  he  sent  off  some  plants;  those  collected  in 
Jamaica  are  not  yet  dry  enough  to  send;  Dr.  Mutis  lives  at  Santa  Fe 
studying  the  Minerals  for  the  Viceroy.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  226 

1784  Aug.  30  Gives  a  long  account  of  his  travels  in  W.  Indies;  is  living 
an  agreeable  life  in  Cayenne  with  cultured  friends;  has  met  Baron  Des 
Rivieres  [Gerss]  and  Louis  Richard.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  159-161 

1788  Apl.  25  Is  delighted  that  the  Cayenne  plants  sent  by  Baron  Des 
Rivieres  Gerss  pleased  B. ;  the  Baron  died  four  weeks  after  his  return  from 
Cayenne ;  he  has  been  sightseeing  with  Ryan  and  now  has  the  opportunity 
of  sending  B.  two  boxes  of  plants;  has  been  collecting  and  studying  the 
species  of  Cotton,  so  as  to  select  the  best  for  cultivation;  has  21  species  in 
his  garden,  but  not  Gossypium  herbaceum,  of  which  he  desires  a  few  seeds ; 
will  send  specimens  to  B.  next  year  to  determine  species  and  varieties. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  170-171 

1793  Aug.  10  Had  intended  to  visit  London,  but  now  intends  to  go 
straight  to  Guinea;  is  anxious  to  know  if  the  plants  near  the  Danish  fort 
are  the  same  as  those  of  Cayenne,  where  he  has  spent  five  months ;  regrets 
not  to  have  seen  B.’s  collections  of  plants  and  insects  from  Guinea  before 
going  there ;  the  King  of  Denmark  has  given  him  leave  to  choose  his  own 
route;  asks  B.  to  send  letters  of  introduction  to  the  British  forts  in  Guinea; 
as  B.  offered  to  send  him  what  he  wants,  asks  for  paper  for  drying  plants 
and  certain  books  and  maps;  the  Danish  Consul  in  London  will  forward 
communications;  he  has  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  Barton  and  Rush  in 
Philadelphia,  and  is  now  lodging  in  the  same  house  as  Dr.  [Samuel  L.] 
Mitchill  (q.v.).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  280-281 


ROLIM  DE  MOURA,  Antonio,  Conde  de  Agambuja  (1709-1782).  Viceroy  of  Brazil 

1.  H.M.S.  1768  Nov.  17*  Memorial  protesting  against  the  treatment  ordered  by 


Endeavour , 

Rio  de  Janeiro 


Rio  de 
Janeiro 


3.  H.M.S. 
Endeavour 


4- 


Rio  de 
Janeiro 


the  Viceroy  in  not  allowing  him  and  his  companions  to  go  ashore  and  in 
placing  a  guard  over  the  ship  in  time  of  peace ;  explains  his  status  and  that 
he  has  at  his  own  cost  fitted  out  the  scientific  part  of  the  expedition  to 
ascertain  the  Natural  History  of  the  places  visited,  with  the  approval  of  the 
King;  asks  leave  to  go  ashore,  with  an  escort  if  necessary,  to  collect  plants, 
etc. ;  he  does  not  wish  to  enter  towns  or  ports ;  such  facilities  have  always 
been  granted  to  Portuguese  travellers  in  the  British  Dominions ;  if  refusal  is 
persisted  in,  he  desires  to  know  the  reasons  in  writing  so  that  it  can  be 
laid  before  the  Court.  [Copy,  sent  to  the  Earl  of  Morton,  P.R.S.  The 
originals  of  this  and  the  following  letters  are  now  in  Yale  University 
Library.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34744.  41-42 

1768  Nov.  18  He  has  already  explained  to  the  Captain  [Cook]  his  reasons 
for  the  order  given;  when  Count  Condamine  visited  Brazil,  he  had 
provided  himself  with  letters  from  his  Court,  and  B.  should  have  done  the 
same.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34744.  43 

1768  Nov.  19  *  He  is  surprised  that  in  spite  of  the  politeness  of  the 
Viceroy’s  reply  he  still  refuses  permission,  although  it  has  always  been 
permitted  for  the  crews  of  British  ships  to  land  in  foreign  ports ;  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  fact  that  Count  Condamine  was  provided  with  letters 
because  he  wished  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  the  dominions,  both  of 
Portugal  and  of  Spain  and  could  bring  no  officer  with  him;  his  (B.’s)  case 
is  quite  different  as  he  is  in  one  of  H.M.  ships  and  the  Captain  is  always 
there  to  introduce  him;  he  therefore  wishes  to  know  why  he  is  denied 
what  in  England  would  be  granted  as  a  matter  of  course.  [Copy,  sent  to 
the  Earl  of  Morton,  P.R.S.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34744  43  vo. 

1768  Nov.  20  Repeats  his  reasons  for  refusal  of  B.’s  request;  he  is  not 
answerable  for  what  was  done  by  his  predecessors  and  cannot  act  against 
the  orders  he  has  received,  which  were  given  to  prevent  trading  by  foreign 
ships;  although  he  is  aware  that  B.  has  no  intention  of  trading,  he  cannot 
go  against  his  orders.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34744.  44 


ROMNEY,  Earl  of — See  Marsham,  Charles 


ROOKE  &  HORNEMAN.  Merchants  and  Shippers 

1.  Queen  Street,  1810  Sept.  6  Send  news  of  the  protection  of  vessels  in  the  Iceland  trade; 

Cheapside  Sivertsen’s  Two  Sisters,  detained  at  Hull,  has  reached  Copenhagen;  a 
Danish  vessel  has  arrived  at  Leith  with  an  Icelander  on  board;  he  is  a 
shipowner,  magistrate,  sysselman,  etc.,  and  asks  for  a  licence  for  his  ship 
Maria  Bonaventura\  his  wife  and  sixteen  children  in  Iceland  are  in  great 
distress ;  two  other  Icelanders,  Thielsen  and  Thomson,  are  asking  for  help 
to  recover  their  losses  from  a  privateer  belonging  to  Phelps  &  Co. 

B.M.  ( N.H. )  B.C.  54-55 


ROPER,  D.  R.  Philanthropist 

1.  London  1810  Apl.  24  Account  of  receipts  and  disbursements  in  respect  of 

Tapiooe,  a  South  Sea  islander;  gratefully  acknowledges  B.’s  assistance. 
[The  signatures  are:  D.  R.  Roper,  Joseph  Lancaster,  William  Corston, 
Joseph  Fox  and  Michael  Gibbs.  See  Burder,  George ;  Beckett,  Joseph; 
Fox,  Joseph.]  D.T.C.  18.  16-17 


ROSA,  Michele 
i.  Modena 


1789  Dec.  1  He  sends  to  R.S.  a  synopsis  of  some  experiments  he  has 
begun  on  the  Vital  Principle  in  animals.  [Latin.  See  also  Alet.] 

Brabourne,  44-45 


ROSCOE,  William  (1753-1831).  Banker,  Botanist  and  Historian. 

1.  Lincoln  1806  Sept.  11  *  Encloses  a  letter  from  Lalande  ( q.v .)  and  requests  R.  to 

have  it  delivered  to  Vallet  and  to  obtain  his  reply  which  B.  will  transmit  to 
Paris.  Roscoe  MS.  175 

2.  Allerton  1806  Sept.  21  He  has  had  the  letter  delivered  to  Vallet  who  is  at  Holywell 

[co.  Flint] ;  the  Vicomte  de  Lapa  [introduced  by  B.]  came  to  Liverpool 
during  his  (R.’s)  absence,  but  was  entertained  by  his  son;  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Duke  of  Clarence  came  from  Knowsley  to  see  the  Botanic 
Garden  and  were  gratified  by  the  progress  made  there.  Roscoe  MS.  176 

3.  [Allerton  1809  Aug.  — ]  Enquires  whether  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  some  Merino 

sheep  from  the  King’s  flock ;  describes  his  drainage  and  cultivation  of  a 
tract  of  land  called  Chat  Moss ;  details  his  plans  for  cropping  it  and  for 
grazing  sheep ;  he  has  a  flock  of  Southdowns  from  Norfolk  and  wishes  to 
introduce  Merinos ;  the  local  markets  supply  only  Scottish,  Irish  and 
Welsh  breeds.  Roscoe  MS.  177 


4.  Soho  Square  1809  Aug.  31  #  He  does  not  consider  the  soil  of  Chat  Moss,  however  well 
drained  and  cultivated  it  may  be,  suitable  for  fine-woolled  sheep;  R.’s 
application  will  nevertheless  be  considered  when  the  distribution  of  the 
surplus  of  the  King’s  flock  is  made.  [The  second  page  is  missing.] 

Roscoe  MS.  179 


5.  [Allerton  1809  Sept.  - — ]  Describes  his  activities  in  improving  the  breed  of  sheep 

in  his  county;  he  has  bought  Merinos  from  [George]  Tollett  {q.v.)  and 
intends  to  buy  others  about  to  be  sold  in  Gloucestershire ;  justifies  Chat 
Moss  as  suitable  for  sheep  and  describes  at  length  the  improvement, 
cultivation  and  yield  of  the  land  ;  his  sheep  are  now  at  Allerton  ;  the  South- 
downs  will  be  sent  to  Chat  Moss  for  the  winter  but  the  Merinos  will 
remain.  Roscoe  MS.  178 


6.  Soho  Square  1809  Sept.  27  *  He  cannot  admit  that  Chat  Moss  is  suitable  for  Merino 
sheep,  as  he  inspected  the  land  when  John  Gilbert  first  began  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  ;  when  fully  drained  and  cultivated,  the  bog  soil  there  will  be  most 
suitable  for  fattening  cattle  and  for  corn,  like  the  similar  land  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  which  is  excellent  for  raising  long-woolled  sheep  but  is  unfitted  for 
the  short-woolled,  the  fibre  of  whose  fleeces  would  become  coarse. 

Roscoe  MS.  180 


7.  Soho  Square  18 11  June  11  *  Thanks  R.  for  allowing  him  to  participate  in  the  maize 
imported  by  Bradbury ;  if  it  will  endure  the  English  climate  the  crop  will 
be  a  great  benefit  to  agriculture  and  will  largely  replace  barley  and  its  straw 
also  is  nutritious ;  until  he  has  had  experience  in  growing  maize,  he  does 
not  feel  sanguine  as  to  its  success,  doubting  if  it  will  ripen  in  this  climate  ; 
the  yellow  Cyamus  is  not  a  novelty  as  R.  supposes,  for  it  was  described  by 
Michaux  and  has  long  been  known  to  botanists  ;  he  (B.)  has  grown  it  in  his 
garden  for  30  years,  but  it  has  never  flowered ;  the  seeds  of  Cyamus  are 
almost  “immortal”  and  he  has  grown  the  Indian  species  from  seeds  20 
years  old.  Roscoe  MS.  18 1 


Roscoe,  William,  continued 

8.  Soho  Square  1817  June  22*  He  has  heard  of  a  woman  in  Liverpool  [Margaret  McAvoy] 

who  claims  to  be  able  to  distinguish  colours  by  the  sense  of  touch  only,  and 
who  can  “see  with  the  ends  of  her  fingers” ;  as  this  has  been  vouched  for 
by  two  reputable  medical  men,  he  asks  R.  for  his  opinion ;  he  is  expecting 
two  jars  from  Ireland  containing  the  contents  of  the  stomach  of  a  Sun-fish, 
or  Basking  Shark  and  requests  R.  to  take  delivery  in  Liverpool  and  forward 
them.  [See  Blagden,  C.,  No.  318,  and  Trench,  W.  Le  P.,  Nos.  1,  2.1 

Roscoe  MS.  182 

9.  Liverpool  1817  June  26  Having  recently  visited  the  woman  B.  enquires  about  and 

tested  her  powers,  he  gives  a  long  description  of  the  interview ;  when 
blindfolded  she  successfully  named  the  colours  of  pieces  of  silk  brought  by 
R.  for  the  purpose,  but  when  he  interposed  his  hat  between  her  eyes  and 
her  hands,  she  failed  ;  he  is  sceptical  about  her  alleged  powers,  an  opinion 
confirmed  by  Dr.  Traill  and  others;  sends  a  pamphlet  descriptive  of 
Margaret  McAvoy  and  her  claims.  [Parts  of  this  letter  and  of  No.  8  are 
printed  in  Life  of  William  Roscoe,  by  his  son,  Henry  R.,  1833,  ii.  1 70-173.] 

Roscoe  MS.  183 

10.  Soho  Square  1817  Oct.  20  *  Thanks  R.  for  forwarding  the  jars  sent  from  Galway  [see 

No.  8] ;  he  was  astonished  to  find  that  so  large  a  fish  as  the  Basking  Shark, 
30  ft.  long,  and  weighing  tons,  subsists  mainly  on  minute  crustaceans  as 
small  as  fleas,  supplemented  by  whale-blubber ;  he  has  read  the  pamphlet 
and  R.’s  description  of  Margaret  McAvoy ’s  “finger- reading”  but  is  still 
sceptical ;  he  will  gladly  lend  R.  the  drawings  of  Scitamineae  he  wishes  to 
see  ;  those  in  his  own  collections  are  immediately  at  his  service,  but  others, 
which  belong  to  H.E.I.  Co.,  cannot  be  sent  without  the  permission  of  the 
Directors.  Roscoe  MS.  184 

11.  Soho  Square  1819  Nov.  23  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  duplicate  plants  collected  by 

Wallich,  among  which  he  is  particularly  pleased  to  see  the  Roscoea ; 
applauds  R.’s  work  on  the  genus  Hedychium  and  considers  him  “the 
Patron  of  Scitamineae”  ;  applauds  also  R.’s  zeal  and  activity  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  science  in  Liverpool.  Roscoe  MS.  185 


ROSE,  George  (1744-1818).  Statesman 

1.  Soho  Square  1787  Mar.  2  *  Informs  him  that  in  1775  Turgot  took  off  all  kinds  of 

duties  from  imported  books;  he  wishes  to  see  the  eloge  in  which  he  is 
complimented  [i.e.  the  biography  by  Condorcet] ;  he  tried  to  borrow  it 
from  Lord  Lansdowne;  Pitt  has  forbidden  any  additional  tax  in  this 
country.  [Brougham,  2.  384.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  9 

2.  Gt.  George  1789  Feb.  1  The  place  B.  enquired  about  was  given  away  by  Pitt  on  an 

Street  application  he  could  not  resist;  Lieut.  Wilby  of  the  Expedition  cutter  who 

obtained  his  appointment  through  B.’s  interest,  is  willing  to  quit  his 
command  before  its  expiry  and  Lord  Chatham  has  a  new  appointment  in 
mind,  but  will  not  make  it  without  B.’s  approval. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  225 

3.  Old  Palace  [1791]  Feb.  8  Hears  with  regret  that  [Richard]  Dalton  [Keeper  of 

Yard  Pictures  and  Antiquarian  to  the  King]  is  dying;  asks  for  B.’s  support  in 

laying  before  H.M.  the  merits  of  [Nathaniel]  Marchant  as  Dalton’s 
successor;  “he  is  the  best  artist  in  Europe  in  his  line  as  an  engraver  of 
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gems”;  the  office  is  in  the  private  patronage  of  H.M. ;  he  (R.)  will  be 
answerable  for  Marchant’s  behaviour  if  he  is  appointed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  306 
D.T.C.  7.  196 

4.  Old  Palace  1791  July  9  B.  is  mistaken  in  thinking  that  he  wishes  to  exchange  plants 
Yard  at  Kew;  when  those  he  expects  arrive  in  London,  he  will  inform  B.  and 

desires  him  to  take  any  of  them  he  wants  for  Kew  without  any  return. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  103 


ROSTAN,  Louis  Leon.  Sociologist 

1.  Marseilles  1809  Dec.  9  He  is  about  to  publish  in  French  a  Universal  History  of  the 
Poor,  and  requests  B.’s  help  in  putting  him  into  touch  with  English 
philanthropists  so  that  he  may  make  his  book  as  complete  as  possible. 
[French. \  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  50-51 

ROTH,  — .  Swabian  Artillery  Officer 

1.  Esslingen,  1803  Oct.  12  Informs  the  President  of  R.S.  that  he  has  invented  a 
Stuttgart  portable  and  efficacious  fire-extinguisher,  which  could  be  kept  ready  for 

use  in  houses;  would  be  willing  to  come  and  demonstrate  it  in  person  if 
he  were  paid  an  honorarium;  is  convinced  that  his  extinguisher  would 
stop  a  large-scale  conflagration.  [German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  404-405 

ROTTBOLL,  Christen  Friis  (1727-1797).  Classical  Scholar 

1.  Copenhagen  1791  Feb.  17  Sends  B.  two  copies  of  a  dissertation  printed  in  Acta 
Societatis  Havniensis  for  1790,  one  for  himself  and  one  for  R.S.;  he  is  an 
ardent  collector  of  variants  in  the  text  of  the  works  of  Cato  and  intends  to 
produce  a  further  work  on  the  subject;  asks  for  B.’s  help  in  obtaining 
manuscripts  or  ‘‘any  rare  and  useful  editions  from  great  libraries”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  426 


ROWLAND,  Hugh  (fl.  1787-1819).  Clerk  to  the  Privy  Purse 

1.  Privy  Purse  1806  June  25  He  is  informed  by  the  bankers  Coutts  &  Co.,  that  Francis 
Office  Masson  is  dead;  asks  for  the  date  of  death  in  order  that  Masson’s  salary 

may  be  paid  to  his  heirs  up  to  such  date.  [Note  by  B.,  “I  promisd  to  give 
him  notice  when  I  receivd  news  of  Mr.  Masson’s  death”.  (M.  died  in 
Canada  23rd  Jan.  1805;  see  Gray,  John).]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  236 


ROXBURGH,  John  (fl.  1777-1824).  Botanist;  son  of  William  Roxburgh 

1.  Cape  of  1801  Jan.  6  Was  left  at  the  Cape  by  his  father  to  collect  seeds  on  his  own 

Good  Hope  account  and  for  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden;  was  desired  by  his  father  to 

send  his  collections  to  B.,  especially  of  Heaths.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  216 

2.  Cape  of  1801  Feb.  20  Duplicate  of  last  letter,  adding  that  the  seeds  were  sent  by 

Good  Hope  Hillsborough  which  sailed  for  England  26  Jan.  [Note  by  B.,  ‘‘Recd  the 

specimens,  very  indifferent”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  269 


ROXBURGH,  William  (1751-1815).  Botanist 

1.  Nagore  1779  Mar.  8  Returns  thanks  for  B.’s  letter  and  appreciation;  did  not 

think  any  collections  of  plants  he  could  make  would  have  been  acceptable 
to  B.,  or  he  would  have  sent  specimens;  Dr.  Konig  is  now  on  a  voyage  to 
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the  Malacca  Straits  islands  and  Siam;  hopes  his  garden  will  be  much 


2.  Samul 
Cattah 

enriched  thereby.  [Edzv.  Smith,  1 1 5 .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  93-95 

1782  Nov.  24  Has  been  driven  from  Nagore  by  the  war;  has  been 

appointed  Surgeon  to  the  garrison;  various  medicinal  plants;  sends  various 
plants  and  drawings ;  will  endeavour  to  send  by  a  Danish  ship  a  copy  of 
his  meteorological  register  for  the  years  1777  to  1780. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  181-182 
D.T.C.  2.  209-212 

3.  Samul 
Cattah 

1784  Dec.  10  Is  sending  seeds  and  fibres  of  a  kind  of  Hemp;  in  1779  he 

sent  his  meteorological  journal  for  1777-8  to  Sir  John  Pringle  but  fears 
it  never  arrived;  he  now  sends  duplicate  and  continuation  to  1780  by 
Surgeon  Sharpe ;  describes  the  local  use  of  medicinal  plants ;  is  sending  a 
large  consignment  of  plants;  list  of  them;  endeavours  to  introduce  Black 
Pepper;  sends  also  plants  collected  by  Konig  in  Ceylon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  272-275 

4.  Samul 
Cattah 

1784  Dec.  10  Letter  accompanying  the  consignment  of  plants  mentioned 

in  last  letter;  Sharpe  has  undertaken  to  deliver  them  himself. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  276 

5.  Samul 
Cattah 

1784  Dec.  20  Sends  by  a  passenger  in  the  Pigot  two  boxes  of  living  plants 

and  other  specimens;  list  of  them  with  notes. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  277-278 

6.  Samul 
Cattah 

1785  Sept.  16  Reports  the  death  of  Dr.  Konig;  by  his  will  he  bequeathed 

all  his  specimens  and  manuscripts  to  B. ;  has  delivered  them  to  Govt,  of 
Madras  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Directors  in  London  who  will  transmit 

7.  Samul 
Cattah 

them  to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  31-32 

1790  Dec.  30  Sends  seeds,  plants,  drawings  and  descriptions;  asks  B.’s 

opinion  on  the  latter;  botanical  books  and  a  public  Botanic  Garden  are 
much  needed  in  India;  the  wood  of  Caesalpinia  sappan ;  the  Pepper 
plantations  continue  to  thrive;  sent  drawings  and  descriptions  to  Dr. 
[Patrick]  Russell,  hopes  he  has  transmitted  them  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  64-65 
D.T.C.  7.  186-188 

8.  Samul 
Cattah 

1791  Dec.  16  Has  sent  to  Madras  Govt,  for  transmission  packages  of 

growing  plants  and  seeds  for  B.,  for  Kew  and  for  the  Edinburgh  Botanic 
Garden;  is  sending  also  the  second  hundred  of  his  drawings  and  des¬ 
criptions;  is  much  hampered  for  want  of  books;  he  is  unable  to  replace 
those  lost  in  the  storms  of  1787;  is  sending  by  a  Lieut.,  R.N.,  medicinal 
plants  and  other  specimens  for  B.  and  Dr.  Russell;  descriptions  thereof. 
[List,  33982.  282-283.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  116-117 

9.  Samul 
Cattah 

1792  Aug.  17  Is  pleased  that  B.’s  plants  arrived  in  good  condition;  Aiton 

reports  that  those  sent  to  Kew  all  perished;  wishes  B.  would  point  out  the 
defects  in  his  drawings  and  descriptions  so  that  they  may  be  remedied; 
progress  of  his  pepper  plantations;  hopes  B.  has  been  able  to  send  a 
botanist  with  the  Embassy  to  China;  has  nearly  finished  his  fourth 
hundred  drawings  and  descriptions.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  171-173 

10.  Samul 
Cattah 

1793  Jan.  1  Announces  despatch  of  a  box  of  plants,  a  memorandum  on 

Lace  Insect  (fo.  1 94-195)  and  a  list  of  the  plants  sent  (fo.  196).  [Note  by 
B.  that  the  contents  of  the  boxes  do  not  tally  with  the  list.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  193-196 

7H 


Roxburgh,  William,  continued 


IX. 


Botanic 

Garden, 

Calcutta 


12.  Calcutta 


the  Botanic  Garden  in 
a  consignment  of  plants 


1793  Dec.  1  Has  been  called  to  superintend 

consequence  of  the  death  of  Col.  Kyd;  sends  B 
by  Capt.  [Robert]  Burrowes;  hopes  he  will  encourage  the  Directors  to 
send  useful  plants  and  those  of  W.  Indies  and  America;  cultivation  of 
Indigo.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  224 

1794  Jan.  5  On  reconsideration,  he  will  defer  sending  the  plants  as  they 

would  arrive  in  too  cold  a  season.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  225 


13.  Calcutta 


14.  Calcutta 


15.  Calcutta 


16.  Calcutta 


17.  Calcutta 


18.  Soho  Square 


1794  Jan.  14  Is  sending  by  the  bearer,  Surgeon  Johnson  of  Warren 
Hastings,  a  packet  of  seeds  and  a  box  of  growing  plants;  urges  B.  to  move 
the  Directors  to  send  out  American  and  W.  Indian  plants  for  the  Botanic 
Garden.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  240 

1794  Dec.  28  Has  heard  from  Molesworth  that  B.  is  suffering  from  gout 
and  presumes  this  is  the  reason  for  not  having  heard  of  the  the  arrival  of  the 
plants,  etc.  sent  by  Warren  Hastings ;  he  presumes  B.  is  kept  informed  of 
his  discoveries  by  the  Directors;  sends  400  drawings  and  descriptions,  200 
of  which  are  grasses ;  sends  seeds  of  a  new  shrub  which  he  has  named  in 
honour  of  the  Surgeon- General  who  is  a  botanist  and  is  very  helpful;  list 
of  plants  wanted  for  the  Garden.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  290-291 

1794  Dec.  30  Sends  a  packet  of  seeds,  a  list  of  which  is  inside  it ;  has  sent 

a  memorial  to  the  Directors  on  Jute,  with  samples  of  various  ages,  etc. 
to  determine  at  what  stage  they  are  likely  to  yield  fibres  for  economic 
purposes ;  encloses  copy  of  the  memorandum  on  the  samples  (fo.  294-295) ; 
copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Directors  has  been  sent  to  Dr.  Patrick  Russell 
who  will  show  it  to  B. ;  desires  to  obtain  a  writer’s  appointment  for  his 
eldest  son,  William;  asks  B.  to  move  the  Directors  to  send  out  the  true 
Nutmeg  and  Clove  plants ;  Cinnamon  and  Indigo  cultivation ;  Opium  and 
Madder.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  292-293 

1795  Apl.  25  Is  recovering  from  a  long  illness;  sends  list  of  plants  in 

charge  of  Peter  Good  for  Kew;  further  plants  required  for  cultivation  in 
India;  copies  of  the  first  17  parts  of  his  descriptions  have  been  sent  to  the 
Directors;  the  18th,  on  Indigo,  must  be  suppressed  as  it  contains  errors 
to  be  corrected;  remarks  on  the  list  of  wanted  plants  have  been  sent  to 
Directors.  [Marked  “Duplicate”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  9-10 

1795  Dec.  19  Thanks  B.  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  with  his  drawings 

and  descriptions;  the  1st  fasc.  has  not  yet  appeared  in  India;  as  soon  as  he 
knew  his  drawings  and  descriptions  were  to  be  published,  he  carefully 
revised  them;  has  about  100  drawings  and  descriptions  ready  to  send;  has 
sent  [Christopher]  Smith,  his  nurseryman,  to  Malacca  and  Spice  Islands 
especially  for  Nutmeg  and  Clove  plants,  for  which  Govt,  made  a  grant; 
certain  of  his  drawings  are  lost.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  41-42 

1796  May  29  *  The  plants  by  Royal  Admiral  have  arrived,  and  next  to  the 
collection  brought  home  by  Bligh,  are  the  largest  addition  received  at  one 
time  at  Kew;  the  publication  of  his  fasciculi  is  proceeding  well  and  they 
have  had  a  good  reception ;  praises  the  accuracy  of  the  plates ;  all  the  living 
plants  have  arrived  at  Kew,  though  few  of  them  survive  through  lack  of 
proper  attention  on  the  voyage;  his  (R.’s)  paper  on  Szvietenia  intended  for 
Phil.  Trans,  has  been  printed  by  Directors  of  H.E.I.  Co. ;  discussion  of 
various  other  plants;  was  not  consulted  by  them  concerning  Jute;  will 
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19.  Calcutta 


20.  Calcutta 


21.  Calcutta 


22.  Calcutta 


23.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 


impress  upon  them  the  importance  of  R.’s  work;  Nutmeg  and  Clove  have 
been  cultivated  in  the  W.  Indies,  the  latter  successfully. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  65-66 

1797  July  13  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  of  29  May  1796  and  is  pleased  to 
hear  that  so  many  of  the  plants  reached  Kew  alive,  and  would  like  Aiton 
to  send  a  list  of  them ;  has  received  the  2nd  fasciculus  and  is  much  pleased 
with  its  execution;  requires  more  copies  of  fasc.  1,  as  those  sent  by  Triton 
were  captured ;  Smith  is  still  collecting  in  the  Moluccas  and  has  sent  many 
Nutmegs,  but  no  Cloves  have  as  yet  reached  Calcutta ;  has  sent  seeds  of  a 
valuable  grass  that  could  be  introduced  into  W.  Indies,  together  with  other 
plants;  is  making  experiments  with  Hemp  and  other  fibrous  plants;  sends 
various  specimens.  [Marked  “Duplicate”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  101-104 

1797  Oct.  28  Browne,  Surgeon  of  Albion,  intended  to  collect  plants  for 
[A.  B.]  Lambert  but  was  prevented  by  illness ;  now  sends  by  him  a  large 
box  of  plants  to  be  divided  between  B.  and  Lambert,  with  duplicates  to 
J.  E.  Smith;  sends  also  Nutmeg  specimens  in  spirit;  they  continue  to 
thrive;  lack  of  proper  attention  to  plants  at  sea  by  captains;  intends  to 
report  thereon  to  Directors;  Dr.  Fleming  ( q.v .)  sends  a  living  Musk-deer 
in  charge  of  Browne;  his  twelfth  hundred  drawings  and  descriptions  are 
ready  to  send.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  117-118 

1797  Nov.  8  Is  sending  by  same  means  as  last  170  sorts  of  seeds  and 

two  chests  of  living  plants  addressed  to  the  Directors;  list  of  species  of 
seeds  in  the  packet  (120-121).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  119-121 

1798  Jan.  14  Col.  Bayard  (q.v.),  passenger  in  Friendship,  is  taking  charge 
of  two  chests  of  living  plants  and  a  basket  of  bulbous  and  tuberous  roots 
(list  of  20  species) ;  is  about  to  embark  on  a  Danish  ship  for  the  Cape  and 
thence  to  England  on  account  of  his  health.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980. 126-127 

1798  Apl.  24  Landed  recently  from  the  Danish  ship;  sends  large  col¬ 
lection  of  seeds  by  [Nicholas]  Fontana,  Surgeon  of  Bengal,  who  is  going 
on  to  England  in  the  ship  and  who  also  takes  charge  of  his  son  George, 
who  is  going  to  England  to  be  educated;  his  [eldest]  son  [William]  will 
join  him  at  the  Cape  and  return  with  him  to  India;  wishes  to  obtain  for 
William  a  writership,  and  asks  B.  to  exert  his  influence  with  the  Directors 
either  for  this  or  to  make  him  his  father’s  assistant  at  Calcutta  Garden; 
has  asked  his  agent  James  Amos  to  present  his  son  to  B.  and  give  partic¬ 
ulars  ;  has  sent  on  some  living  plants  and  will  collect  Cape  seeds  and  hopes 
a  Botanic  Garden  will  be  established  there;  his  12th  hundred  drawings 
were  sent  by  the  Dec.  fleet ;  [Christopher]  Smith’s  plants  from  Amboina 
arrived  before  he  left  India,  but  many  were  dead;  thinks  that  Hemp, 
Tobacco  and  Flax  could  be  grown  at  the  Cape,  but  labour  is  very  costly 
there;  Fontana  will  also  bring  two  shells  with  description  [see  below],  some 
living  plants,  seeds,  and  the  jaw  of  a  Dolphin  from  the  Ganges;  [long 
postscript]  will  send  a  paper  on  the  Indian  Phalaenae  from  which  silk  is 
obtained,  for  R.S.,  and  sends  a  box  of  Insects;  describes  plants  he  has 
seen  at  the  Cape  including  the  Tea-plant;  encloses  a  sample  of  Tea;  will 
require  for  Calcutta  Garden  Nectarines  grafted  on  peach  stocks,  as  plum 
stocks  always  died  in  India.  [10  pp.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  137-142 
Enclosed  a  document  of  5  large  folio  pp.  headed  “Description  of  the  two 
Tubular  Petrified  Shells  from  the  Island  of  Battas  on  the  S.W.  coast  of 
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24.  Soho  Square 


25.  Soho  Square 


26.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 

27.  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 


Sumatra,  where  they  were  first  discovered  after  repeated  shocks  of  an 
Earthquake”,  etc.  [A  marginal  note  by  another  hand  states  that  the  shells 
are  Solen  arenarius  Rumphius  =  Serpula  polythalamia  of  Linnaeus  = 
Teredo  p.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  143-145 

1798  Aug.  9*  Acknowledges  last  letter;  has  received  900  of  the  1200 
drawings,  the  rest  are  at  India  House  to  follow ;  the  work  goes  on  slowly, 
but  hopes  the  publication  of  2  fasc.  per  year  will  be  maintained ;  [Christo¬ 
pher]  Smith  has  sent  two  consignments  of  plants  of  which  the  first  was  left 
at  St.  Helena  to  be  nursed ;  of  the  second,  2  boxes  were  for  Kew,  2  for 
the  Directors  and  one  for  Jamaica;  scarcely  any  plants  were  alive  but 
hopes  to  save  a  few;  Buee’s  cultivation  of  the  Clove  in  Jamaica,  sends 
pamphlet  \see  Hamilton,  Henry,  No.  5] ;  has  a  high  opinion  of  Buchanan’s 
work  and  hopes  to  meet  him;  the  tanning  of  ropes  and  nets,  instead  of 
tarring,  is  already  done  in  England ;  the  plants  sent  through  Browne  have 
arrived  [above,  No.  20] ;  advises  R.  not  to  address  plants  for  Kew  to  the 
Directors  as  they  have  sometimes  claimed  them ;  all  packages  addressed  to 
B.  are  always  unloaded  first,  as  he  has  an  agent  and  boat  at  the  docks  to 
bring  them  off ;  will  be  glad  of  Cape  seeds  as  those  from  Masson  all  came 
from  up-country;  will  deliver  to  [J.  E.]  Smith  and  Lambert  the  plants 
intended  for  them;  Fontana  has  arrived  and  brought  all  the  articles  sent 
through  him;  this  is  not  the  season  for  Hemp,  but  will  procure  some  good 
seed  in  due  time  and  send  it;  the  sample  of  tea  was  Bohea;  could  send  100 
tea-plants  from  England  cheaper  than  getting  them  from  China;  the 
Directors  of  H.E.I.  Co.  are  always  changing  and  he  is  tired  of  urging 
schemes  on  such  an  unstable  body;  the  bulbous  roots  brought  by  Bayard 
(. q.v .)  arrived  in  prime  condition  and  have  been  sent  to  Kew;  has  not  yet 
seen  R.’s  son  [William]  and  cannot  do  so  in  time  for  this  mail,  but  will  do 
so  later ;  has  begun  to  use  his  influence  to  obtain  for  him  a  writership ;  is 
sure  R.S.  would  welcome  a  paper  on  the  Indian  Phalaenae;  has  no  peach 
stocks  but  has  ordered  the  planting  of  peach-stones  to  raise  some. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  159-160 

1799  Jan.  7  *  Has  seen  his  son  William  and  was  impressed  in  his  favour; 
will  do  all  he  can  for  him  at  India  House;  sends  Hemp  seed  of  good 
quality  and  recommends  Governor  King  who  goes  by  Porpoise  and  Caley 
who  goes  with  him  as  gardener  with  plants  for  N.S.W. ;  has  instructed 
Caley  while  at  the  Cape  to  collect  plants  between  False  Bay  and  Table  Bay ; 
hopes  Lord  Macartney’s  successor  will  be  as  friendly  to  science  as  he  was. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  170 

1799  Mar.  30  Has  had  no  news  of  his  son  William  and  fears  that  B.’s 
endeavours  on  his  behalf  have  not  been  successful ;  sends  seeds  collected 
at  the  Cape.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  184 

1 799  July  1  B.’s  letter  of  Jan.  7  was  brought  by  his  son  William,  for  whom 
B.  has  so  kindly  exerted  himself ;  will  embark  with  him  for  Bengal  in  a  few 
days;  Governor  King  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  has  left  a  letter  for  him;  has 
made  a  catalogue  of  Cape  heaths  and  sends  copy  to  B. ;  [Christopher] 
Smith’s  catalogue  is  lost,  but  will  try  to  replace  it ;  Webb,  the  bearer  of  this 
letter  will  enquire  about  the  plants  and  seeds  that  went  by  Georgiana  as  far 
as  St.  Helena.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  189-190 
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28.  Calcutta  1799  Dec.  17  Has  returned  to  Calcutta;  sends  plants  by  Capt.  [George] 

Thomas  of  Caledonia ;  [Christopher]  Smith  has  gone  again  to  Moluccas; 
Nutmegs  are  thriving  in  some  places  but  not  on  the  Coromandel  coast;  the 
Hemp  which  B.  took  so  much  pains  to  procure  has  not  sprouted;  Govt,  is 
making  extensive  experiments  with  Hemp ;  his  son  still  awaits  news  of 
appointment;  Cloves  have  failed  in  India  but  prosper  in  W.  Indies;  sends 
a  curious  plant  in  Bot.  Gardens  for  B.  to  identify,  it  grows  from  fragments 
of  its  own  leaves.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  210-212 

29.  Calcutta  1800  Feb.  24 


30.  Calcutta 


31.  Calcutta 


32.  Calcutta 


33.  Calcutta 

34.  Calcutta 


35.  Calcutta 


36.  Calcutta 


37.  Calcutta 


38.  Calcutta 


1800  Aug.  24! 
Sept.  1  f 


10 


Sends  copy  of  his  letter  of  17  Dec.  and  a  parcel  of  seeds. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  220 
Advises  dispatch  of  seeds  on  24  Feb.  which  left  at  the 
end  of  March,  and  a  large  consignment  to  follow  by 
Princess  Mary,  Capt.  [James]  Nash.  [Note  by  B.,  “April  20  seeds  recd  & 
sent  to  Kew”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  248 

1800  Nov.  28  Advises  dispatch  of  another  collection  of  seeds;  has  heard 
officially  that  his  son  William  is  to  be  appointed  his  assistant,  which  he 
attributes  to  B.’s  intervention  and  thanks  him;  hopes  to  get  a  writership 
for  his  second  son  [George]  now  in  Edinburgh ;  fears  his  letters  and  parcels 
sent  by  Kent  are  lost  and  were  captured  by  a  privateer.  [Note  by  B. 
“  Seeds  recd  by  Mr  Demergue  &  sent  to  Kew.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  255 

1801  Feb.  10  Sends  seeds  by  Lady  Burges ;  by  the  first  fleet  will  send  his 
13th  hundred  drawings  and  descriptions,  and  an  essay  on  20  sorts  of 
vegetable  fibres  fit  for  clothing  and  cordage ;  these  are  sent  to  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  will  doubtless  be  submitted  by  them  to  B. ;  his  son  has 
begun  his  career  by  discovering  a  new  species  of  Asclepias  the  bark  of 
which  yields  fibres  like  fine  flax  (specimen  attached  to  letter). 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  266-267 
Sends  seeds  by  Bruce  Barwell  whom  he  wishes  to  introduce 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  268 
The  Georgiana  is  about  to  sail  and  he  sends  by  Fichtel,  a 
passenger,  a  parcel  of  seeds,  and  by  [Henry]  Leigh,  the  captain,  some  roots; 
list  of  species  sent.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  316-317 

1801  Sept.  27  Describes  an  extraordinary  Water-lily  grown  in  the 
Botanic  Garden ;  asks  for  a  copy  of  B.’s  edition  of  Kaempfer ;  is  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  improve  Indian  Hemp.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  318-320 

1801  Dec.  20  The  Hemp  seed  sent  by  the  Directors  arrived  entirely 

spoilt  and  the  men  whom  B.  took  so  much  trouble  to  send  out  for  its 
cultivation  are  consequently  idle;  the  true  Hemp,  Cannabis  sativa,  will  not 
succeed  in  the  Calcutta  district,  but  would  probably  prosper  in  the  upper 
provinces.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  329 

1802  Feb.  5  Acknowledges  two  chests  of  Pimenta  plants  which  have 

arrived  “in  very  high  health”  by  Sarah  Christiana ;  Capt.  Blake,  who  is 
about  to  join  his  ship,  Porcher,  has  taken  charge  of  a  chest  of  plants  of 
which  he  will  take  every  care;  he  also  brings  samples  of  vegetable  fibres. 
[' Copy. ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  43 

1802  Apl.  5  Informs  B.  that  the  plants  put  on  board  the  Sarah  Christ¬ 
iana  by  him  have  been  delivered  in  excellent  order  by  Capt.  [Charles] 
Graham;  sends  further  seeds.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  13 
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Roxburgh,  William,  continued 


39.  Calcutta 


40.  Calcutta 


41.  Calcutta 


42.  Calcutta 


43.  Calcutta 


44.  Calcutta 

45.  Calcutta 


46.  Calcutta 


1802  July  18  Sends  more  seeds  and  copy  of  his  letter  of  9th  [10th]  Feb. 
which  was  sent  by  Capt.  Blake  of  the  Porcher,  which  was  captured  by  a 
privateer;  sends  by  the  bearer,  Morgan,  a  specimen  of  resinous  wood  and 
balsam  from  a  tree  in  Sylhet ;  his  son  has  gone  to  the  Moluccas  to  collect 
plants  and  seeds  for  the  Botanic  Garden.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  42 

1802  Nov.  26  Refers  to  the  specimens  sent  by  Morgan  of  the  balsam- 
tree  Atnyris  and  sends  full  description  ;  sends  shells  of  the  large  Chittagong 
oyster  which  seems  to  be  unknown  in  Europe  ;  has  a  further  300  drawings 
made  ;  but  not  yet  ready  to  send  ;  will  send  a  box  of  roots  for  Lady  Hume  ; 
not  a  grain  of  B.’s  Hemp  will  grow,  and  the  men  are  idle;  his  son  is 
collecting  in  Amboina,  Prince  of  Wales  Is.  and  Ceylon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  67-70 

1803  Dec.  13  Acknowledges  drawings  sent  by  B. ;  is  sending  206  further 
drawings  and  descriptions,  also  some  aquatic  plants;  is  working  on  his 
Indian  Flora;  remarks  on  Anneslea  [Nytnphaeaceae\.  D.T.C.  14.  166-168 

1804  May  20  Has  compared  the  specimens  of  roots  of  Zeodaria,  etc.  sent 
by  B.  with  those  of  similar  plants  in  the  Botanic  Garden;  the  root  of 
Amonum  galanga  agrees  very  well  with  that  of  B.’s  Galanga  major,  but  is 
uncertain  about  the  others,  so  is  sending  specimens  of  dried  roots  of  all  to 
B.  for  examination;  asks  B.  to  have  an  error  in  his  drawing  No.  999 
corrected ;  has  made  drawing  and  description  of  a  new  species  of  Bassia. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  151-152 

1809  Jan.  14  He  has  sent  to  the  Directors  164  drawings  and  descriptions ; 
hopes  B.  will  take  them  and  continue  with  more  parts  of  their  work  on 
Indian  plants;  expects  soon  to  obtain  more  specimens  and  to  have  news 
from  his  son  respecting  the  Camphor  tree;  he  has  sent  to  [A.  B.]  Lambert 
some  specimens,  and  seeds  for  Thunberg,  Willdenow  and  Jacquin;  the 
specimens  for  B.  will  be  taken  by  Lady  Hume. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  99-100 

1809  Nov.  30  By  Elizabeth ,  Capt.  Richardson,  he  is  sending  B.  a  box  of 

roots,  including  those  of  Boswellia  thurifera  which  he  hopes  will  reach 
England  in  good  condition.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  101 

1810  Jan.  10  With  this  letter  he  sends  by  Capt.  [Edward  C.]  Bradford  in 

Lord  Duncan  a  chest  of  growing  plants;  he  fears  that  the  large  collection 
of  drawings  and  descriptions  he  sent  last  season  by  Calcutta  have  gone  to 
the  bottom  of  the  sea;  he  now  sends  another  but  smaller  collection, 
bringing  the  number  up  to  2000  in  all;  Col.  [Robert]  Kyd,  a  passenger 
in  Lord  Castlereagh,  is  bringing  a  box  of  specimens  for  B.,  also  a  bottle  of 
very  fine  oil,  expressed  from  the  kernels  of  Aleurites  triloba ;  this  latter  is 
for  Lord  Teignmouth  who  used  it  with  his  salad  while  in  India;  he  would 
like  an  account  of  it  from  Lord  T. ;  queries  whether  the  oil  will  be  found 
to  dissolve  Copal,  used  by  the  natives  of  Malabar  and  other  places  as  a 
varnish.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  102-103 

1810  Jan.  16  He  finds  that  the  box  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  Nov.  30 
[No.  44],  which  he  thought  was  now  half-way  to  England,  is  still  on  board 
the  vessel  in  which  it  was  sent  down  the  river  to  the  Elizabeth ;  he  has  now 
asked  Capt.  Bradford  of  Lord  Duncan  to  take  charge  of  it. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  104-105 


Roxburgh,  William,  continued 


47.  Calcutta 


48.  Calcutta 


49.  Calcutta 


1810  Feb.  11  He  has  received  from  the  Eastern  Frontier  mountains  a 
quantity  of  small  Apples  found  wild  there ;  he  sends  a  parcel  of  their  seeds 
but  cannot  at  present  give  an  account  of  the  tree;  peace  and  prosperity 
reign,  though  a  large  body  of  the  forces  is  making  some  political  move¬ 
ments  in  the  centre  of  the  country,  between  Bundelkand  and  Berar. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  106-107 

1810  Feb.  1 5  Sends  a  copy  of  his  paper  on  Monandrous  plants  and  asks 
for  B.’s  comments  ;  many  drawings  sent  by  Bengal  last  year  must  have  been 
lost  in  that  ship ;  others  were  sent  by  the  first  fleet  that  sailed  last  month. 
[Note  by  Dryander:  “With  this  came  a  memoir  of  Roxburgh’s  on  Scita- 
minea  from  the  Bengal  Transactions.”]  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  181-182 

1810  June  8  In  the  care  of  Mr.  [Edward]  Bagge,  he  sends  a  few  seeds 
collected  since  his  last  letter ;  he  has  received  from  Malacca  some  growing 
plants  in  habit  and  foliage  exactly  like  the  Aquillaria  that  B.  has  seen;  he 
(R.)  calls  it  A.  agallocha ;  he  also  sends  some  seeds  for  the  Edinburgh 
Botanic  Garden.  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  108-109 


ROY,  William,  F.R.S.  (1726-1790).  Army  Officer,  R.E.,  and  Geodesist. 

1.  Argyll  Street  1789  Nov.  2  Has  finished  the  account  of  the  Trigonometrical  Observa¬ 

tions,  and  it  is  being  transcribed  for  the  King;  sends  B.  the  eleven  plates; 
as  soon  as  Dalby  has  finished  the  transcript,  he  has  orders  to  bring  the 
original  to  B.  that  it  may  be  laid  before  R.S. ;  sends  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  for  the  £ 2,000  received  from  B.  for  carrying  on  the  work; 
although  he  is  out-of-pocket  to  a  considerable  amount,  he  will  contribute 
this,  as  well  as  his  labour,  to  the  promotion  of  science ;  some  errors  which 
have  been  discovered  in  his  paper  of  1787  will  be  corrected  at  the  end  of 
the  present  paper;  the  lung  complaint  from  which  he  suffers  necessitates 
a  warmer  climate  in  the  winter,  and  he  is  accordingly  embarking  for  Lisbon ; 
he  has  engaged  Dalby  to  correct  the  proofs  of  his  paper,  and  Sir  William 
Fawcett  will  deliver  the  copy  to  the  King.  D.T.C.  6.  269-270 

2.  Soho  Square  1790  Jan.  3  *  Acknowledges  R.’s  paper,  accounts  and  drawings;  com¬ 

mends  the  accuracy  of  the  latter  for  which  he  has  obtained  Basire’s  estimate 
for  engraving ;  will  defer  the  reading  of  the  paper  at  R.S.  until  it  is  “most 
respectfully  attended”  ;  will  also  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  accounts 
until  they  meet;  refers  to  “erecting  the  Pyramids  at  the  two  ends”  [i.e. 
the  obelisks  that  it  was  proposed  to  set  up  to  mark  the  terminals  of  the 
base-line  of  the  triangulation  measured  on  Hounslow  Heath  in  1784] ; 
sends  two  parcels  of  scientific  papers  and  a  summary  of  Herschel’s  paper 
at  R.S.  on  two  new  satellites  of  Saturn  ;  requests  R.  to  purchase  in  Portugal 
certain  books  he  requires.  (R.’s  paper  was  published  in  Phil.  Trans.,  lxxxv, 
after  his  death,  1  July  1790.]  P.R.O.,  W.O.  30/54.  Roy,  Art.  32 


3.  Soho  Square  1790  Jan.  30  *  Informs  R.  that  the  reading  of  his  paper  was  begun  at 
R.S.  [on  the  28th]  and  the  plates  sent  to  the  engraver;  Ramsden  was 
present  and  heard  R.’s  strictures  on  his  conduct,  but  Aubert,  always  a 
peacemaker,  took  his  part;  Blagden,  “whose  acrimonious  temper  I  have 
been  to[o]  often  obligd  to  bear  with  Patience  realy  teazd  me”  with  his 
criticisms  of  the  paper,  some  parts  of  which  he  wanted  to  be  omitted ; 
specifies  the  objections  and  asks  if  R.  desires  him  “to  defend  the  whole 
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with  every  drop  of  my  blood”  before  the  Committee  of  Papers,  or  whether 


4.  [Soho 

Square] 

he  is  willing  to  make  modifications;  news  and  gossip  of  the  Royal  Family 
and  political  affairs.  P.R.O. ,  W.O.  30/54.  Roy,  Art.  31 

1790  Feb.  19  *  [The  last  2  pp.  of  a  letter  of  4  pp.,  the  first  half  of  which 

is  missing.]  News  of  the  King’s  health  and  of  Prince  Edward  who  ran  away 
from  his  tutor  and  whom  the  King  has  now  sent  to  Gibraltar ;  scientific 
news  is  scarce,  as  usual  while  Parliament  is  sitting ;  mentions  political 
affairs:  the  Slave-Trade,  the  Test  Act,  Fox  as  champion  of  the  dissenters, 
the  attitude  of  the  Church  of  England,  etc. 

P.R.O. ,  W.O.  30/54  Roy,  Art.  <32A> 

5.  Lisbon 

1790  Mar.  6  Was  pleased  to  hear  from  B.  that  his  paper  is  being  read 

at  R.S.;  he  told  Ramsden  that  he  would  refer  to  his  culpable  conduct  in 
regard  to  the  delivery  of  instruments,  particularly  the  apparatus  for  the 
chain  which  had  such  defects  that  they  had  to  be  remedied  by  a  black¬ 
smith  at  Romney  Marsh;  if  the  French  scientists  who  went  to  observe 
the  operations  had  been  there  at  the  outset,  he  would  have  been  affronted; 
although  Ramsden  is  F.R.S.,  his  conduct  should  not  be  passed  over  in 
silence;  if  B.  should  think  otherwise,  he  authorizes  him  to  soften  the 
asperity  of  his  remarks  as  he  thinks  fit ;  is  surprised  to  hear  that  Blagden 
is  in  England,  as  he  believed  him  to  be  in  Naples;  if  in  the  little  maps  he 
has  found  some  parallax  positions  that  are  extremely  near  each  other,  it  is 
owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  scale ;  to  have  laid  down  the  positions  with 
exactitude,  a  map  of  4  or  5  square  feet  would  be  needed,  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  insert  in  Phil.  Trans. ;  discusses  further  details  of  his 
observations;  will  return  about  the  end  of  the  month,  so  his  paper  at  R.S. 
need  not  be  hurried ;  has  sent  the  books  B,  desired,  one  of  which  was 
supplied  by  [Gerard]  Devisme  ( q.v .),  the  only  copy  in  Lisbon. 

D.T.C.  7.  74-78 

6.  — 

- Notes  in  R.’s  handwriting  on  seven  ‘‘vitrified  forts”.  [Endorsed: 

“Vitrified  Forts  in  the  North  of  Scotland.  Some  private  letters  from  Sir  J. 
Banks  to  Genl.  Roy”.]  P.R.O.,  W.O.  38/54.  Roy,  Art.  30 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  OF  ENGLAND 


1.  Soho  Square 

1806  Apl.  27  *  [To  the  Board  of  Curators.]  Requests  the  Board  to  return 

his  thanks  to  the  Court  of  Assistants  for  their  gift  of  a  bust  of  his  late 
friend  John  Hunter,  to  which  he  will  give  a  place  of  honour  in  his  library. 
[This  refers  to  one  of  the  eight  casts  of  the  marble  bust  made  by  Flaxman 
for  the  College  in  1805.]  R.C.S.  Lib.  275.  h.  12 

ROYEN,  David  van,  F.R.S.  (d.  1799).  Botanist 


1.  Leiden 

1776  Apl.  30  A  long  discussion  of  the  Calumba  root.  [. Latin. ] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  no-in 

2.  Leiden 

1778  Oct.  20  Offers  B.  duplicates  of  E.  Indian  plants  from  his  Her¬ 

barium,  and  will  prepare  a  list;  learns  from  Dr.  Gaertner  {q.v.)  that  they 
would  be  acceptable  to  B. ;  Dr.  Thunberg  has  arrived  at  Amsterdam  and 
proposes  soon  to  visit  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  247 

3.  Leiden 

1778  Nov.  27  Sends  a  list  of  species  in  his  Herbarium.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  248-249 

46 — B.L. 
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4.  Leiden  1779  Jan.  4  Introduces  Jean  Vris,  who  brings  with  him  a  collection  of 

the  Ceylon  plants  B.  wished  for;  is  very  grateful  for  South  Sea  Islands 
plants,  all  of  which  are  new  to  him;  he  has  marked  some  doubtful  deter¬ 
minations  in  the  Ceylon  plants  and  asks  B.’s  opinion;  enquires  about  B.’s 
work  on  the  South  Seas.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  162 

5.  Leiden  1786  Jan.  2  A  dissertation  on  Conium  royeni.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  1 72-1 73 

ROYER,  Alexander  Hieronimus  (1741-1810).  Secretary,  States  of  Holland 

1.  The  Hague  1781  June  n  On  learning  from  Prof.  Allamand  ( q.v .)  that  the  East 

India  ship  [General  Barker]  recently  wrecked  contained  specimens 
addressed  to  B.,  he  has  lost  no  time  in  trying  to  salvage  them;  a  large  part 
of  the  dried  plants  has  been  saved,  scarcely  damaged;  has  also  received 
the  Palm  fruits  from  the  hold  of  the  ship,  but  Konig’s  dissertation  must 
have  been  destroyed  by  the  sea- water;  nothing  has  so  far  been  found  of 
the  Corals  and  Minerals;  Lukin,  who  will  bring  the  dried  plants,  will 
inform  B.  of  the  state  of  the  Palm  fruits,  which  will  be  sent  if  he  wishes. 
[Latin.  Ace  Allamand,  J.  N.  S.,  Nos.  9,  10.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  42 

2.  The  Hague  1781  Sept,  n  Has  this  day  dispatched  the  Palm  fruits  by  the  truce-ship 

commanded  by  Capt.  Baxter;  hopes  that  the  specimens  entrusted  to 
Lukin  for  B.  have  arrived  safely.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  41 

ROYER,  Charles  (d.  1842).  Naval  Officer 

[1803]  Sept.  1  He  has  information  that  the  privateer  Hastings  has 
captured  a  ship  from  Cayenne  with  a  large  collection  of  birds  and  other 
animals,  medicinal  and  other  plants,  trees  and  shrubs,  collected  over  a 
period  of  five  years  and  destined  for  the  Museum  and  Botanic  Garden  of 
Paris  and  many  boxes  of  living  plants;  he  was  advised,  as  soon  as  the  ship 
is  in  the  river,  to  acquaint  the  King  of  this  capture;  his  letter  was  laid 
before  H.M.  who  stated  that  B.  was  the  proper  person  to  apply  to. 

D.T.C.  14.  116-117 

[1803]  Sept.  6  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  information,  but  has  often  found 
that  the  merits  of  such  collections  are  over-rated,  and  whilst  desiring  that 
the  collection  should  be  deposited  in  the  King’s  Garden,  -he  would  not 
propose  to  H.M.  to  make  an  offer  for  it ;  even  if  such  an  offer  were  twice 
the  sum  that  would  be  fetched  at  a  sale  by  auction,  the  captors  would 
certainly  be  dissatisfied;  if  the  captors  apply  to  him,  he  will  advise  that 
the  plants  be  deposited  in  the  care  of  a  nurseryman  until  a  public  auction 
is  held  at  which  the  King’s  gardener  could  bid  for  such  specimens  as  are 
wanting  at  Kew.  D.T.C.  14.  118-119 

RUDD,  Bartholomew  (1769-1829).  Barrister 

1.  Soho  Square  [1801]  Aug.  16  *  He  will  willingly  plead  the  cause  of  Mrs.  Flack,  Capt. 

Cook’s  sister,  if  Mr.  Rudd  will,  as  he  offers,  send  the  necessary  certificates, 
etc.,  and  if  Mrs.  Flack  herself  will  make  a  direct  application ;  at  present  the 
Government  recognizes  only  Capt.  Cook’s  widow.  [This  is  the  reply  to 
Rudd’s  letter  of  Aug.  11,  now  in  Auckland  Public  Library;  in  that  library 
also  are  the  originals  of  the  three  following  letters,  and  two  others,  dated 
10  Sept,  and  2  Oct.  1801.]  de  Beer  Coll.  24 


1.  Portman 
Place 


2 .  [Revesby 
Abbey] 
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Rudd,  Bartholomew,  continued 

2.  Redcar  i Sox  Aug.  23  Thanks  B.  for  his  kind  and  humane  offer ;  as  Mrs.  Flack  is 

illiterate,  he  has  written  a  letter  for  her  to  be  signed  by  Mrs.  Cook  which 
he  encloses,  also  a  certificate  from  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the 
parish ;  if  no  answer  is  received  he  will  obtain  a  regular  certificate  of  Mrs. 
Flack’s  age  and  circumstances,  and  those  of  her  husband,  to  whom  she  has 
been  married  40  years,  as  he  is  an  honest  and  industrious  man.  [Note  by 
B.  “Sent  the  letter  inclosed  to  Mrs  Cook,  inclosd  £10  in  my  letter  to  be 
given  to  the  family.”]  D.T.C.  12.  256-257 

3.  Soho  Square  [1802]  Jan.  26  *  Has  long  been  confined  by  illness  and  was  unable  to  reply 

earlier;  he  made  application  to  the  Admiralty  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Flack,  but 
was  answered  that  Government  had  handsomely  provided  for  Mrs.  Cook 
and  her  children;  if  other  relatives  were  considered,  it  would  make  a  grave 
precedent  the  result  of  which  could  not  be  foreseen;  this  he  regards  as  a 
flat  refusal;  he  is  pleased  to  learn  that  Mrs.  Cook,  who  lent  her  nephew 
James  £225  to  purchase  a  share  in  his  ship,  has  ordered  him  to  pay  the 
interest  to  his  mother;  if  this  and  what  her  sons  can  spare  is  insufficient, 
he  suggests  a  private  subscription  might  be  raised  to  provide  an  annuity 
for  the  lives  of  Airs.  Flack  and  her  husband.  D.T.C.  13.  12-13 

1805  Apl.  22  James  Flack,  nephew  and  heir-at-law  of  Capt.  Cook  has 
brought  him  B.’s  letter  in  which  he  asks  the  nature  of  the  office  he  wishes 
to  obtain  and  a  certificate  of  his  ability;  he  explains  fully  the  circumstances 
of  the  family;  Flack  desires  employment  as  a  Revenue  Officer  but  he 
considers  his  experience  as  a  seaman  would  fit  him  more  properly  for  the 
Navy;  gives  a  good  character  of  him;  his  mother,  whom  B.  assisted  is 
dead,  but  her  husband,  a  fisherman,  is  living,  aged  and  needy;  gives  an 
account  of  other  poor  relations  of  Capt.  Cook;  he  (Rudd)  owns  the  manor 
of  Marton  where  Cook  was  born,  and  he  intends  to  erect  a  monument 
on  the  site  of  the  cottage.  D.T.C.  15.  351-353 


4.  Alarton 
Lodge, 

Stockton  upon 
Tees 


RUDDALL,  James 

1.  Milford  1804  Dec.  21 


[To  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Greville.]  Sends  the  skin  of  an  animal 
from  S.  America  which  was  given  to  him  by  a  seaman  from  Delagoa  Bay 
in  gratitude  for  a  service  rendered;  the  animal  is  unknown,  and  the 
original  owner  of  the  skin  called  it  a  “fresh- water  cat”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  176-177 

RUGGLES,  Thomas  (1737-1813).  Agriculturist 

1.  Clare  1801  May  7  As  desired  by  B.,  he  sends  some  pupae  of  Tipula  tritici 

found  in  threshed  wheat  together  with  the  ears  and  chaff  in  which  they  lie ; 
discusses  the  injury  done  by  this  insect  and  remedial  and  preventive 
measures.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  290 

RUAIFORD,  Count  von — See  Thompson,  Sir  Benjamin. 

RUSSELL,  John,  6th  Duke  of  Bedford  (1766-1839) 

1.  Woburn  1802  Apl.  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindly  endeavours  to  raise  a  memorial  to 

Abbey  his  brother  [Francis,  5th  Duke,  died  2nd  Mar.,  1802.]  Wellcome ,  67766  .(9) 

2.  Arlington  1802  June  2  Again  thanks  B.  for  his  efforts  and  congratulates  him  on  the 

Street  success  of  the  fund;  returns  and  criticizes  the  drawing  of  the  proposed 

medal.  Wellcome ,  67766.  (4) 
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3.  Arlington  1802  July  21  Informs  B.  that  there  is  a  silhouette  portrait  of  his  brother 

Street  at  Woburn  Abbey  to  which  Flaxman  may  have  access;  another  portrait 

is  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Holland.  Wellcome,  67766.  (47) 

4.  Hamilton  1816  June  11  [To  the  Earl  of  LTpper  Ossory,  Chairman  of  the  Memorial 

Place  Committee.]  Expresses  his  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  the  splendid 

consummation  of  their  labours  [the  statue  of  Francis,  5th  Duke,  in  Russell 
Square.]  Wellcome ,  67766.  (33) 


RUSSELL,  Sir  John,  8th  Bart.  (1741-1783).  Barrister-at-law 

1.  Sheffield  1774  May  24  Sends  list  of  subjects  to  be  drawn  by  [John  Frederick] 
Place,  Sussex  Miller  ( q.v .)  for  [Alexander  Hunter’s  edition  of  Evelyn’s  Silva ] ;  he  has 
offered  Hunter,  on  behalf  of  Miller,  10  or  12  drawings  at  £5.  5 s.  o d.  each, 
or  20  for  £100;  Russell,  however,  intends  to  have  more  than  thirty;  asks 
if  Miller  should  be  “beat  down  below  £5”.  [See  Hunter,  Alexander, 
Nos.  1-3;  Boscawen,  E.  H.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  36 

D.T.C.  1.  71 


RUSSELL,  John,  R.A.  (1745-1806).  Portrait  Painter 

1.  Newman  1802  Apl.  7  Introduces  his  friend  [John]  Bacon,  a  sculptor  whose 
Street  modesty  is  equal  to  his  merit;  hopes  that  his  claims  may  be  considered 

when  the  selection  is  made  of  the  artist  to  design  the  statue  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Bedford.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  50 


RUSSELL,  Patrick,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1727-1805).  Physician  and  Naturalist 

1.  Vizagapatam  1782  Dec.  27  He  arrived  in  the  middle  of  August;  has  finished  the 
medical  part  of  the  history  of  Aleppo;  describes  a  remarkable  shark;  he 
was  not  allowed  to  land  at  the  Cape;  drawings  of  Cape  Natural  History; 
landed  at  Tranquebar  and  found  Konig  there;  Hyder’s  troops;  has  sent 
plants  by  Mrs.  Grant.  [Edw.  Smith,  116-118.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  183-184 
D.T.C.  2.  222-225 


2.  Vizagapatam 


3.  Vizagapatam 

4.  Vizagapatam 


5.  Vizagapatam 


1782  Dec.  29  [To  Dr.  Solander.]  Wishes  he  could  persuade  S.  and  his 

friends  to  join  him ;  is  much  in  want  of  books ;  Ker  of  Bengal  died  some  time 
ago;  some  of  his  drawings  have  been  bought  by  Mrs.  Grant,  Roxburgh  and 
Konig.  D.T.C.  2.  228-231 

1783  July  6  Is  much  distressed  by  the  news  of  Solander’s  death;  “I 
found  I  was  not  half  the  Stoic  I  thought  myself.”  [Edw.  Smith,  118,  part.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  205 

1784  Dec.  26  Has  heard  of  the  dissensions  in  R.S.,  but  was  “pleased  to 
see  clerical  pride  mortified”;  Konig  is  in  Calcutta;  proposed  fasciculus  of 
curious  and  useful  plants  for  E.I.  Co;  has  sent  by  Crawford  plants  for  B. 
and  for  Dr.  Hope;  Konig  complains  that  he  never  hears  from  Europe  of 
the  success  of  the  seeds  he  sends.  [Edw.  Smith,  118,  part.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  279-280 
D.T.C.  4.  94-96 

1785  July  9  \  Reports  death  of  Konig  on  26  June;  two  days  before  his 
Aug.  4  f  death  he  made  his  will  and  had  sealed  all  his  papers,  etc., 

which  are  destined  for  B. ;  is  still  hampered  by  lack  of  books;  has  seen  an 
account  of  the  R.S.  dissensions  in  the  Monthly  Review,  caustic  comments 


Russell,  Patrick,  continued 

thereon;  sends  a  silhouette  portrait  of  Konig.  [ Edzv .  Smith ,  118-119, 
parts.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  19-23 

D.T.C.  4.  148-153 

6.  Vizagapatam  1785  Aug.  4  Roxburgh  will  go  to  Madras  to  collect  Konig’s  effects  and 

hand  them  over  to  the  Governor  to  be  forwarded  to  B.;  his  catalogue  of 
Aleppo  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  21-22 

7.  Masulipatam  1786  Mar.  12  Konig’s  specimens  and  manuscripts  have  been  sent  to 

England;  K.’s  unfinished  work  on  medicinal  plants;  is  collecting  drawings 
of  fishes ;  has  completed  his  treatise  on  the  plague ;  has  been  nominated  as 
successor  to  Konig;  plants  collected  on  a  journey  to  Madras;  planting  and 
care  of  the  Mango  tree.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  54+33977-  1 

D.T.C.  5.  21-24 

8.  Vizagapatam  1787  June  n  Konig’s  last  letter  (12  June  1785)  states  that  he  had 

bequeathed  all  his  manuscripts  and  specimens  to  B. ;  description  of  a 
terrible  hurricane  and  its  ravages,  from  which  Roxburgh  and  his  family 
escaped,  but  his  house  was  wrecked  and  most  of  his  collections  lost ;  list 
of  plants  sent  with  observations  on  Konig’s  papers. 


9.  Vizagapatam 


10.  Vizagapatam 


11.  Vizagapatam 


12.  Vizagapatam 


13.  Vizagapatam 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  1 29-1 30 
D.T.C.  5. 175-183 

1787  Sept.  6  Has  sent  to  India  House  to  be  forwarded  to  B.  a  chest  of 
specimens  and  packets  of  seeds;  list  of  contents  and  discussion  of  the 
plants,  etc. ;  B.  is  to  keep  what  he  wants  and  hold  the  rest  until  his  return; 
his  drawings  and  descriptions  of  fishes;  is  expecting  botanical  books 
ordered  from  Elmsley.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  144-145 

1787  Dec.  16  Has  sent  drawings  and  specimens  of  fishes  and  snakes; 

requests  B.  to  have  them  revised  and  corrected  where  necessary  and  to  have 
the  drawings  engraved  with  a  view  to  publication  by  E.I.  Co.;  has  sent  a 
manuscript  on  plague  cases  to  be  added  to  his  other  papers  on  the  subject ; 
has  sent  the  Madras  Council  a  questionnaire  on  Snakes  which  has  been 
printed  and  circulated  in  various  districts  and  he  hopes  it  will  elicit  useful 
information.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  161-162 

1788  Mar.  28  The  Directors  of  E.I.  Co.  have  been  asked  to  apply  to  B. 

for  advice  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  printing  a  work  on  Indian  plants; 
in  consequence  of  the  questionnaire,  he  has  received  several  interesting 
communications  on  Snakes  and  is  busy  with  experiments  for  a  remedy 
for  snake-bites;  has  told  his  agent  to  reimburse  B.  for  any  costs  in  the 
delivery  of  his  packages.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  185 

1788  Oct.  10  The  proposed  publication  has  been  deferred  owing  to 
delays  between  the  Madras  Council  and  the  Directors;  cultivation  of 
pepper;  proposed  Botanic  Garden  at  St.  Helena;  piecemeal  arrival  of 
packets  sent  by  various  ships ;  experiments  on  Snakes ;  hopes  to  return  to 
England  next  year  and  will  bring  specimens  of  Snakes  and  Fishes  and  also 
living  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  206-207 

1788  Dec.  21  Has  been  delayed  by  fever  but  will  embark  for  England 
next  month ;  will  resign  his  appointment  and  recommend  Roxburgh  as  his 
successor;  “he  is  the  only  person  on  this  coast  in  any  degree  qualified”; 
his  collection  of  Snakes ;  Sirium  myrtifolium,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  215 
D.T.C.  6.  96-97 
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14. 


IS- 


London 


Wolver¬ 

hampton 


1789  Oct.  x  Roxburgh’s  appointment;  his  collection  of  Snakes  is  in 
British  Museum;  “I  mean  to  re-examine  them  all”;  hints  at  intended 
marriage.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  263 

D.T.C.  6.  236-237 

1791  Nov.  4  Bias  been  trying  water-cures;  hears  that  parcels  have  been 
sent  from  Roxburgh  by  Warren  Hastings  for  B.,  Aiton  and  himself. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  112 


RUTHERFORD,  Daniel,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.  (1749-1819).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Edinburgh  1810  Mar.  19  The  superintendent  of  the  Edinburgh  Botanic  Garden, 

[Thomas]  Sommerville,  having  recently  died,  he  is  most  anxious  to  fill 
his  place  quickly  as  the  season  is  so  far  advanced ;  asks  B.  if  he  can  recom¬ 
mend  a  suitable  person;  the  emoluments  are  £40  a  year,  and  gratuities 
from  visitors.  Edinburgh  Notes.  3.  294 

2.  Soho  Square  1810  Mar.  22  *  He  immediately  applied  to  Aiton  whose  foreman  he 

knows  to  be  well  qualified  to  fill  the  vacancy  at  Edinburgh,  being  skilled 
in  the  naming  and  cultivation  of  plants,  modest,  civil  and  obedient;  as  he 
has  been  at  Kew  ten  years,  Aiton  would  like  to  see  him  placed  in  a 
comfortable  settlement  for  life;  the  foreman,  [William]  McNab,  has  some 
doubts,  as  the  cost  of  living  increases  daily;  if  the  salary  can  be  raised  to 
£50,  he  will  accept  the  offer;  he  (B.)  thinks  that  fixed  salaries  should  keep 
pace  in  advancement  with  the  diminished  value  of  money. 

Edinburgh  Notes.  3.  295 

3.  Edinburgh  1810  Apl.  1  Thanks  B.  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  to  procure  a  gardener ; 

the  salary  of  £40  is  what  has  hitherto  been  paid,  but  he  has  no  objection 
to  raising  it  to  £50,  or  a  few  shillings  under,  to  avoid  the  tax;  he  will  do 
all  in  his  power  to  render  the  situation  agreeable;  there  is  only  one 
stipulation  to  be  made,  however,  and  that  is  that  the  sale  or  gift  of  plants 
from  the  Garden  is  forbidden ;  it  is  necessary  to  mention  this  as  there  have 
been  depredations  in  the  past ;  requests  B.  to  convey  this  condition  to 
McNab.  Edinburgh  Notes.  3.  295-296 

RUTTER,  Henry 

1.  Lincoln  1784001.21  By  the  direction  of  Sir  Christopher  Whichcote,  informs  B. 

of  the  death  of  Frank  Whichcote  on  Tuesday  last  [20th  Oct.] ;  apologies 
for  Sir  C.  and  Lady  W.  being  therefore  unable  to  visit  B. 

Hill  Coll.  2.  30 


RYAN,  John  Howard 

1.  Newcastle-  1819  Jan.  14 
upon-Tyne  him. 


Asks  B.’s  permission  to  dedicate  his  forthcoming  book  to 

Brabourne,  127-128 


RYAN,  John,  F.R.S.  (d.  1808).  Botanist 

1.  Ste  Croix,  1783  July  28  Thanks  B.  for  gift  of  Reliquiae  Houstounianae;  explains  non- 
Curafao  arrival  of  a  large  collection  of  plants  made  in  Montserrat;  they  had  been 

‘‘suffered  to  remain  in  that  Island,  where  they  have  been  completely 
spoiled”;  sends  a  small  collection  of  plants  with  descriptions  of  some  of 
them,  and  others  from  his  own  herbarium,  so  as  to  give  some  account 
of  those  that  were  too  much  spoiled  for  examination. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  227 
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2.  Montserrat  1788  Nov.  20  Thanks  B.  for  samples  of  Rice;  describes  experiments 


3.  Plymouth 

already  made  with  upland  Rice  from  Sumatra,  given  by  Governor  Burt 
ten  years  ago;  asks  for  instructions  for  cultivation  and  sends  samples  of 
Rice  formerly  grown  by  himself.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  343 

1792  Sept.  22  Informs  B.  that  he  sailed  from  Ste  Croix  on  23rd  July; 

the  ship  was  dismasted  in  a  hurricane  and  put  into  Plymouth;  his  collec¬ 
tions  have  suffered  much  loss  and  damage;  he  has  not  been  allowed  to 
land  them ;  he  understands  that  as  a  special  favour,  the  Commissioners  in 
London,  on  his  petition,  will  permit  the  articles  to  be  landed  and  sent  up 
for  examination  under  Seal  of  the  Custom  House ;  he  never  intended  his 
packages  to  be  thus  turned  topsy-turvy  by  Customs  officers,  and  declines 
their  favours;  will  proceed  to  London  to-morrow. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  179-180+33982.  239 

4.  London 

1792  Oct.  27  Regrets  that  B.  was  out  of  town  when  he  arrived  in  London, 

but  he  was  received  by  Dryander;  asks  for  introductions  to  the  staff  of  the 
British  Museum;  his  collections  remain  on  the  ship  and  will  be  carried  to 
Copenhagen,  if  they  survive  the  tempests;  will  transmit  them  thence  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  185-186 

5.  Hamburg 

1794  May  1  Has  left  his  plants  at  Copenhagen  with  von  Hemert  who 

will  forward  them  to  B.  in  a  neutral  ship;  Vahl  intends  to  publish  a 
Florida  containing  descriptions  of  plants  received  from  von  Rohr  and 
himself,  and  asks  B.  to  permit  the  publication  of  the  specimens  now  being 
sent;  sends  2  vols.  of  Transactions  of  the  Copenhagen  Academy;  will  soon 

embark  at  Altona  for  St.  Thomas.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  284 

SABATIER,  Raphael  Bienvenu  (1732-1811).  Surgeon 

1.  Alais,  1785  Nov.  21  Speaks  in  terms  of  praise  of  British  Scientists;  describes  a 


Languedoc 

new  machine  for  making  bars ;  its  cost  is  less  than  half  that  of  the  machines 
formerly  used,  its  size  and  weight  are  less  and  its  performance  better ;  the 
inventor  will  go  to  England  and  construct  a  machine  for  B.  at  a  price 

commensurate  with  its  value.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  163 

SABINE,  Sir  Edward,  F.R.S.  (1788-1883).  Military  Officer  and  Astronomer 

1.  Keisgrave  1817  Nov.  24  As  B.  desires  to  know  the  nature  of  the  offer  he  wishes  to 


2.  Portland 
Place 

make  to  accompany  the  northern  expedition,  it  must  be  simply  a  tender 
of  his  services ;  he  has  no  pretensions  and  no  special  qualifications ;  such 
qualifications  as  he  has  are  known  to  B. ;  he  is  a  quick  and  accurate 
observer;  has  studied  everything  bearing  on  the  northern  regions,  has  a 
good  constitution  and  a  good  heart  for  “roughing  it”;  in  preparation,  he 
is  assiduously  studying  Zoology,  the  variations  of  the  compass,  the 
vibrations  of  the  pendulum,  and  is  ready  to  take  up  any  other  subjects  that 
may  be  required.  D.T.C.  20.  72-73 

[1819]  Mar.  31  [To  Col.  Sir  F.  E.  Hervey-Bathurst  ( q.v.),  Secretary  to 

the  Duke  of  Wellington.]  He  has  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Melville 
who  will  send  His  Grace  the  report  of  the  President  and  Council  of  R.S. 
on  the  services  performed  by  him  on  the  late  voyage  of  discovery ;  he  hopes 
that  the  recommendation  therein  for  promotion  will  be  approved  by  His 
Grace,  together  with  his  services  in  America  when  he  was  twice  mentioned 
in  dispatches.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  350 

D.T.C.  20.  176 
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SABINE,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (1770-1837).  Inspector-General  of  Taxes;  Naturalist  and  Horti¬ 
culturist 

1.  Edward  1817  Dec.  4  Has  spoken  to  [Sir  John]  Barrow  [Secretary  of  the  Ad- 

Street  miralty]  about  his  brother’s  application;  his  brother  Edward  ( q.v .)  is  a 

Captain  of  Artillery,  trained  for  the  sendee  at  Marlow  and  Woolwich;  he 
served  with  credit  in  Canada;  he  is  well  known  to  Capt.  Kater. 

D.T.C.  20.  71 

SACCO,  Luigi  (1769-1836).  Surgeon  and  Naturalist 

1.  Milan  1800  July  25  He  is  a  physician  and  surgeon  by  profession  and  a  naturalist 

by  inclination;  he  wishes  to  go  to  America,  especially  South,  and  has  all 
the  necessary  papers  for  the  Spanish  Govt.,  but  as  the  English  rule  the 
seas,  he  desires  British  protection;  intends  to  go  from  America  to  Asia  and 
India;  hopes  to  do  useful  work  in  Botany  as  well  as  in  his  own  profession; 
he  leaves  in  Sept,  with  the  Spanish  Ambassador  and  gives  an  outline  of  his 
proposed  route.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  241-242 

SADLEIR,  Richard  Vernon  (1722-1810).  Commissioner  of  Victualling 

1.  Southampton  1783  Oct.  7  Introduces  Mr.  [Thomas]  South  (q.v.)  of  Bossington  [near 

Winchester],  a  gentleman  of  fortune  who  is  given  to  “mechanical  and 
philosophical  experiments”;  he  has  made  an  invention  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  navigation;  suggests  that  it  should  be  laid  before  R.S.;  encloses 
his  paper  and  will  be  pleased  to  visit  B.  and  give  further  details. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977,  216 

2.  Coultons,  nr.  1783  Oct.  27  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter;  he  has  seen  South  again  who  has 

Romsey  furnished  further  particulars  of  his  invention  and  hopes  B.  will  receive  him 

if  he  calls.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  228 

SAGE,  Balthazar  Georges  (1740-1824).  Chemist  and  Mineralogist 

1.  Paris  1812  July  24  Sends  two  copies  of  his  Institutions  de  Physique  [3  vols., 

Paris,  1 8 1 1],  one  for  B.  and  one  for  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  138 

SAIM -VICTOR,  J. 

1.  Paris  1813  June  20  Encloses  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  Madame  de 

Solvyns ;  he  is  engaged  upon  literary  work  for  which  he  needs  to  use  some 
of  the  libraries  of  London,  and  asks  B.  to  afford  him  protection  and  enable 
him  to  enter  the  country.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  155 

SAINT-AMANS  (a/ias  Amand),  Jean  Florimond  Boudon  de  (1748-1831).  Botanist 

1.  Agen  1792  Jan-  12  Is  a  member  of  the  Soc.  d’Histoire  Naturelle  de  Paris  and 

Vice-president  of  the  Department  of  Lot  et  Garonne ;  he  is  also  a  friend  of 
Lacepede ;  offers  his  services  to  B.  and  sends  him  his  Eloge  on  Linnaeus  and 
an  essay  by  Cocquard  on  a  disease  peculiar  to  Elm  trees. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  1 

2.  Soho  Square  1792  Feb.  27*  Returns  thanks  for  the  “Eloquent  Eulogium  you  have 

written  in  praise  of  that  God  of  my  adoration,  Linne”  and  for  the  other 
publication  he  sent.  D.T.C.  8.  13 

3.  Agen  1 792  Apl.  26  Hopes  to  correspond  with  B.;  gives  details  of  his  scientific 

interests,  chiefly  botanical;  asks  B.  for  a  catalogue  of  his  works  and  for 
news  of  [Richard]  Glover,  author  of  Leonidas ,  whose  Medea  he  (St.  A.) 
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translated  [Glover  died  seven  years  before] ;  sends  an  account  of  a  journey 
he  made  to  the  Pyrenees.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  2-3 

ST.  VINCENT,  Earl  of— See  Jervis,  John 

SALISBURY  (formerly  MARKHAM),  Richard  Anthony,  F.R.S.  (1761-1829).  Botanist 

1784  Nov.  2  Thanks  B.  for  the  kind  reception  he  gave  him;  from  the 
seeds  he  presented  to  him  he  has  raised  many  plants,  of  which  he  names 
several  species;  is  sending  by  carrier  some  plants  from  his  own  garden. 
[Signed  R.  A.  Markham.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  270 

1791  Dec.  12  Has  sent  by  the  coach  the  plan  of  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal;  on  the  first  fair  day  will  go  to  Bradford  where  the  Clerk  of  the 
Canal  lives,  and  ask  for  the  accounts;  although  he  is  a  shareholder,  he 
knows  nothing  of  it,  but  the  junction  between  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  is 
not  yet  completed  though  work  is  in  progress;  he  is  much  indebted  to  B.: 
“without  your  Herbarium  I  should  have  been  a  Dunce  all  my  life” ;  hopes 
to  have  his  Prodromus  published  by  midsummer  [it  was  not  published 
until  1796];  regrets  that  when  in  Paris  he  was  unable  to  see  Lamarck; 
Broussonet  and  Smith  consider  him  a  blockhead,  but  he  has  done  much 
in  assigning  genera  to  their  true  natural  classes.  D.T.C.  7.  289-291 
1793  Mar.  17  Returns  thanks  for  the  parcel  of  East  India  seeds,  new  to 
his  collection,  many  of  which  have  already  sprouted ;  sends  specimen  of  a 
new  Ixia  which  he  hopes  to  bring  to  fruit  in  his  hot-house;  discussion  of 
various  species  of  plants.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  93 

1796  Apl.  20  Encloses  two  letters  he  has  written  [to  Thunberg  and 
Swartz]  for  B.  to  read  and  send  off;  is  studying  the  genus  Erica,  under¬ 
standing  that  Dryander  has  given  up  his  work  upon  it;  considers  Thun- 
berg’s  descriptions  of  specific  characters  trifling  and  contradictory;  hopes 
Swartz  may  be  able  to  send  him  the  species  in  the  Herbarium  of  Bergius ; 
mentions  other  collections  he  will  examine;  as  he  does  not  know  the 
direction  of  either  Thunberg  or  Swartz,  requests  him  to  address  the  letters 
and  send  them  off,  backed  by  one  of  his  own.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  47-48 

1798  Apl.  6  As  B.  has  always  shown  him  so  much  kindness,  he  confides 
his  domestic  affairs  to  him;  he  has  separated  from  his  wife,  is  selling  his 
property  and  with  his  sisters  will  settle  in  another  place  where  they  will  be 
unknown  and  there  he  will  devote  himself  entirely  to  botany;  warns  B. 
that  he  will  hear  “  1000  Lies  and  Reports”;  Mrs.  Salisbury,  his  old  friend, 
died  some  years  ago  and  his  wife’s  family  allege  that  no  such  person 
existed.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  268-269 

6.  [Soho  Square  1798]  Apl.  10  *  He  has  indeed  heard  very  unpleasant  stories  concerning 
S.,  but  he,  Dr.  [J.  E.]  Smith  and  Dryander  hesitate  to  believe  them  until 
they  should  receive  a  full  explanation  of  what  has  occurred;  he  thinks  S.’s 
wife’s  family  have  treated  him  with  great  severity  but  until  he  produces 
incontrovertible  proof  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salisbury  [whose  name  he 
assumed]  did  actually  exist,  and  that  Mrs.  Salisbury  was  living  at  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  he  (B.)  will  be  unable  to  make  any  defence  when  he  hears 
S.  attacked.  [See  Beckett,  Joseph;  there  are  two  unsigned  letters  also 
(D.T.C.  265-267);  all  these  allege  fraud  on  S.’s  part,  and  that  Mrs.  Anna 
Salisbury  was  a  fiction  and  her  letters  and  bond  for  .£10,000  were  forged 
by  him.]  D.T.C.  10  (2).  270 
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7.  Ridgeway  1805  Oct.  26  [To  Dr.  J.  E.  Smith.  Copy.]  Sets  out  at  length  his  grievances 


House, 

Mill  Hill 

against  Smith  and  detailed  criticisms  of  his  treatment  of  various  plants  and 
the  “blunders”  he  has  committed;  makes  many  accusations  of  falsehood, 
malice,  etc.,  and  ending,  “your  publicly  directing  to  me  as  Vice  President 
of  the  Linnean  Society,  is  a  petitesse  beneath  even  you”.  [See  Smith, 
J.  E.,  Nos.  39-44.]  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  320 

D.T.C.  16.  203-207 

8.  Ridgeway 
House, 

Mill  Hill 

1806  Jan.  9  Answers  Smith’s  insinuations  as  to  his  change  of  name  and 

details  his  treatment  of  his  wife  [see  No.  6] ;  refutes  the  suggestion  that  he 
has  tried  to  make  money  out  of  Botany;  has  little  disposition  to  revenge 
Smith’s  “impotent  attempts  to  render  Gerard  Street  or  Soho  Square  the 
seat  of  war  between  us”.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  322 

D.T.C.  16.  213-215 

[Note.  Banks,  in  an  attempt  to  reconcile  the  parties  to  this  bitter  quarrel, 
took  the  trouble  to  consider  judicially  not  only  the  copies  of  the  letters 
Smith  had  sent  him,  but  took  statements  from  [W.  F.]  Drake  (12  Jan. 
1806),  Dr.  Batty  (14  Jan.  1806),  and  drew  up  a  tabulated  statement  of 
Salisbury’s  charges.  Copies  in  B.’s  handwriting,  D.T.C.  16.  216;  217; 
218-219.  See  Smith,  J.  E.,  Nos.  41-44.] 

SALOMON,  Johann  Peter  (1745-1815).  Musician 

1.  [London]  1814  Aug.  20  In  answer  to  B.’s  enquiry,  gives  a  description  of  N.  der 

Burgh’s  musical  instrument  exhibited  in  London.  [ See  Ayrton,  W.] 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  71-72 

SALT,  Henry,  F.R.S.  (1780-1827).  British  Consul-General  in  Egypt 

1.  Boulak  1816  June  20  Has  been  confined  to  his  house  on  account  of  the  plague 


2.  Cairo 

in  Cairo ;  it  is  now  abating  there  but  is  still  prevalent  in  Rosetta  and  Alexan¬ 
dria;  discusses  the  incidence  of  plague,  which  usually  attacks  foreigners 
first,  then  the  natives,  and  Europeans  last  of  all ;  describes  various  modes 
of  medical  treatment;  has  observed  that  hieroglyphic  inscriptions  were 
written  from  right  to  left,  as  well  as  vice  versa,  and  asks  B.  to  mention  this 
to  Dr.  [Thomas]  Young;  if  he  were  allowed  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  for  £100  or  £200  a  year,  he  could  procure  valuable 
antiquities;  Sir  Everard  Home  desires  specimens  of  Nile  fishes  and 
promised  to  send  jars  of  spirit,  but  has  not  done  so;  Sheikh  Ibrahim  [J.  L. 
Burckhardt]  has  returned  from  Sinai  with  much  valuable  information. 

D.T.C.  19.  289-293 

1817  Oct.  21  Announces  the  death  of  Sheikh  Ibrahim;  refers  B.  to 

[W.  R.]  Hamilton,  to  whom  he  has  sent  full  particulars  ( q.v .,  No.  5) 
he  has  bequeathed  his  Arabic  manuscripts  to  the  University  of  Cambridge 
and  desires  them  to  be  sent  to  Dr.  [E.  D.]  Clarke,  the  librarian  (q.v.,  No.  1) ; 
his  death  is  a  great  loss  to  the  African  Association,  whose  objects  hewas  so 
well  qualified  to  carry  out.  D.T.C.  20.  52-53 

3.  Cairo 

1817  Oct.  29  [To  Sir  Robert  Liston.]  Announces  the  death  of  Sheikh 

Ibrahim,  through  dysentery,  on  15th  Oct.;  he  was  about  to  set  out  for 
Timbuctoo ;  as  he  had  lived  for  several  years  as  a  Musulman,  he  requested 
on  his  death-bed  to  be  buried  according  to  their  rites;  his  papers  and 
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effects  are  in  his  (S.’s)  hands  by  order  of  the  Pasha,  who  has  acted  hand¬ 
somely,  as  by  law  they  would  otherwise  have  been  forfeited;  he  has 
bequeathed  his  valuable  Arabic  manuscripts  to  the  University  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  [Enclosed  in  Hamilton,  W.  R.,  No.  5.]  D.T.C.  20.  82 

1818  June  10  [To  William  Richard  Hamilton.]  Regrets  to  hear  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  are  not  likely  to  want  more  Egyptian 
antiquities;  he  has  incurred  great  expense  in  collecting  Egyptian  sculp¬ 
tures;  has  also  two  wooden  statues  of  Kings  and  smaller  statues  found  in 
the  new  tombs  of  the  Kings  of  Thebes ;  he  has  also  a  unique  sarcophagus 
of  alabaster;  suggests  that  Government  should  buy  them  at  a  valuation; 
the  Comte  of  Forbin  pressed  him  strongly  for  some  of  these  pieces  to  go 
to  France;  if  Government  are  not  disposed  to  purchase  them,  asks  him 
to  assist  in  conveying  them  to  England;  sends  a  list  of  the  larger  articles 
with  a  rough  calculation  of  their  value;  this  list  does  not  include  more  than 
40  papyri  he  has  collected.  [The  list  is  in  D.T.C.  20.  189-191.] 

D.T.C.  20.  83-85 

1818  Nov.  16  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  respecting  the  Memnon  [a 
colossal  statue  of  Ramesses  II,  presented  to  the  British  Museum  by  Salt 
and  J.  L.  Burckhardt  in  1817];  has  shown  that  part  of  it  that  relates  to 
collecting  for  the  Museum  to  Belzoni  ( q.v .)  and  encloses  his  proposals; 
[William]  Bankes  is  now  travelling  with  him  in  Egypt.  [Extract  in  Halls, 
2.309.]  D.T.C.  20.  145-146 

6.  Soho  Square  1819  Feb.  14*  Considers  the  head  of  Memnon  a  chef  d’oeuvre  of 

Egyptian  sculpture ;  doubts  if  any  statue  from  Egypt  can  compete  in  merit 
with  the  works  in  the  Towneley  Gallery;  regrets  he  has  abandoned  his 
original  intention  of  placing  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  public  and  differs 
entirely  in  estimating  the  gain  he  is  likely  to  make  by  selling  his  collections 
in  Europe.  Halls,  2.  303-304 

7.  Cairo  1819  May  28  Feels  much  hurt  that  his  meaning  expressed  in  his  letter 

to  Mr.  Hamilton  [No.  4]  has  been  so  completely  misunderstood;  the  list 
he  enclosed  was  merely  his  own  estimation  of  value  and  was  not  intended 
as  a  standard  for  Government,  to  whom  he  suggested  the  collection  should 
be  offered  at  their  own  valuation ;  he  now  definitely  offers  the  whole 
collection  without  any  condition,  although  the  costs  of  collecting  it  have 
been  very  heavy;  he  is  under  agreement  with  Belzoni  that  the  alabaster 
sarcophagus  should  be  offered  to  the  British  Museum  at  a  fair  valuation 
and  of  whatever  sum  in  excess  of  £2000  that  may  be  paid  for  it,  Belzoni 
is  entitled  to  half  such  surplus.  Halls,  2.  305-306 

8.  Cairo  1819  May  28  [To  the  Earl  of  Mountnorris.]  He  encloses  a  copy  of  his 

letter  to  Hamilton  [No.  4]  in  which  he  asked  his  advice  as  to  the  disposal 
of  his  collections,  which  he  intends  should  be  offered  to  Government 
at  a  fair  valuation ;  the  inventory  enclosed  in  that  letter  in  which  he  stated 
his  own  idea  of  valuation  gave  great  offence,  and  no  allowance  is  made  for 
the  risks  he  ran  in  spending  so  large  a  sum  of  his  own  money  in  obtaining 
it;  he  has  now  written  to  B.  offering  the  whole  to  the  British  Museum 
unconditionally ;  in  stating  that  his  letter  to  Hamilton  has  been  misunder¬ 
stood,  he  does  not  include  that  gentleman,  as  he  has  been  most  kind 
throughout ;  asks  that  the  contents  of  this  letter  be  made  known  to  B.  and 


4.  Cairo 


.  Thebes 
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to  [the  Rt.  Hon.  Charles]  Yorke.  [For  a  full  account  of  the  long  negoti¬ 
ations  with  the  Trustees  and  its  ultimate  result,  see  Halls ,  2.  295-386.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  185-186 
D.T.C.  20.  185-188 

9.  Old  Cairo  1820  May  31  Introduces  his  Abyssinian  friend  [Nathaniel]  Pearce  who 

brings  a  box  of  plants  collected  in  Nubia,  and  some  Minerals  left  in  his 
hands  by  the  late  [J.  L.]  Burckhardt ;  informs  B.  of  his  ill  health  and  of  his 
marriage.  [This  letter  was  never  delivered  as  both  B.  and  Pearce  died  soon 
after.]  Halls ,  2.  165-166 

SAMOILOWITZ,  D.  Physician  and  Epidemiologist 

1.  Moscow  1791  July  19  Asks  if  his  works  on  Plague  including  microscopical  re¬ 

searches,  published  in  Paris,  have  arrived;  discusses  works  by  others  on 
the  subject;  applies  for  Foreign  Membership  of  R.S.;  gives  an  account 
of  his  career;  describes  meeting  with  John  Howard  and  a  projected 
journey  with  him  in  the  Near  East  to  study  plague,  which  was  stopped  by 
Howard’s  death  in  1790;  learned  societies  of  which  he  is  a  member. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  427-429 

2.  [Soho  Square  1791  Oct.  — ]  *  The  books  were  duly  received;  cannot  promise  that  S. 

would  be  elected  to  R.S.  if  proposed;  offers  to  send  Dr.  Russell’s  recent 
book  on  Plague,  who  practised  for  many  years  at  Aleppo ;  Lady  Craven, 
who  met  S.  on  her  way  to  Constantinople  and  was  interested  in  his  work, 
has  recently  married  the  Margrave  of  Anspach  [Elizabeth,  widow  of  6th 
Baron  Craven,  married  13  Oct.  1791,  Frederick,  Margrave  of  Brandenburg 
Anspach].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  429 

SAMUEL,  Richard.  Messrs.  Richard  &  John  Samuel,  Merchants 

1.  Idol  Lane  1768  July  29  Sends  a  sample  of  Peach-spirit;  offers  specimen  of  black 
wax  made  by  a  species  of  S.  American  bee;  dipping  or  boiling  meat  in 
oil  said  to  prevent  scurvy;  has  made  enquiries  about  “an  elastick  glutonous 
body”  and  could  obtain  a  bottle  of  it;  believes  it  to  be  the  juice  of  the 
Lagetto  tree.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  14-15 

SANDERS,  Nicholas 

1.  Greek  Street,  1779  Oct.  18  Gives  a  description  of  a  probable  new  species  of  aquatic 
Soho  spider  found  in  a  small  pond  in  Battersea  Fields.  R.S.  Letters  1737-83.  40 

SANDERSON  &  FOSTER.  Solicitors 

1.  Duke  Street,  1794  Apl.  15  Sending  an  Act  for  the  Inclosure  of  Fleet  Common  and 

Westminster  requesting  an  appointment  to  discuss  it.  Hill  Coll.  4.  25 

2.  [Soho  1794  Apl.  18*  Minutes  by  B.  of  a  conversation  with  F.  Sanderson  on  the 

Square]  proposed  Fleet  Common  Inclosure  Act.  Hill  Coll.  4.  26 

3.  Duke  Street  1794  May  2  F.  Sanderson  has  drawn  up  two  additional  clauses  for 

insertion  in  the  Fleet  Common  Inclosure  Act  [28,  29].  Hill  Coll.  4.  27 

SANDIFORT,  Edward  (1742-1814).  Anatomist 

1.  Leiden  1784  Sept.  21  He  has  conducted  Sibthorp  round  the  Anatomy  Theatre 

at  Leiden;  solicits  a  copy  of  Reliquiae  Houstounianae.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  164 
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Sandifort,  Edward,  continued 

2.  Leiden  1793  June  25  Offers  B.  a  copy  of  his  description  of  the  Anatomical 

Museum  at  Leiden  '[Museum.  Anatomicum  Academiae  Lugduno-Batavae 
Descriptum,  4  vols.  fo.  1793-1835]-  [Latin. \  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  285. 

3.  Leiden  1799  May  4  Thanks  B.  for  the  second  volume  of  his  library  catalogue. 

[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  109 

SANDWICH,  Earl  of—  See  Montagu,  John. 


SARGENT,  Winthrop  (1753-1820).  Governor  of  Ohio 

1.  Gloscester  1812  Apl.  2  Description  of  a  great  Earthquake.  [Gloscester  Race  is 
Race  described  as  2  miles  S.  of  Mississippi  Territory.] 

Sotheby,  13  May,  1929.  1 


SAUNDERS,  George,  F.R.S.  (1762-1839).  Architect 

1.  Oxford  1803  Apl.  7  Definitions  and  significance  of  the  terms  Builder,  Surveyor 

Street  and  Architect ;  speaks  of  the  architecture  of  Quatremere  de  Quincy  in  Paris, 

which  he  has  personally  discussed  with  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  92 

SAUNDERS,  John.  Merchant 

1.  New  Broad - Sends  the  “horn”  and  tail  of  a  strange  fish. 

Street  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  30 

SAUNDERS,  Joseph 

1.  St.  Peters-  1802  2/13  Aug  Informs  B.  that  a  particular  friend  of  his,  Director  of  the 

burg  Academy  of  Arts  and  a  very  able  sculptor,  seeks  information  on  the 

proposed  plan  for  a  statue  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  proposes 
immediately  to  submit  a  model;  he  requests  that  the  reply  should  be 
addressed  to  him  as  Historical  Engraver  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  and 
Member  of  the  Imp.  Acad,  of  Arts,  St.  Petersburg. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  48 


SAUSEUIL-JOUIN,  Jean  Nicolas,  Chevalier  de 

1.  Paris  1784  Sept.  29  Recommends  a  work  by  Dr.  Salle  [Moyen  de  diriger 

V Aerostat,  Paris,  1784] ;  the  author  enjoys  little  credit  at  the  Academie  des 
Sciences  and  is  the  victim  of  Meusnier  (q.v.) ;  sends  prospectus  of  a  French 
translation  of  Phil.  Trans. ;  he  would  like  to  become  a  Fellow  of  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  319-320 

SAUSSURE,  Horace  Benedict  de,  F.R.S.  (1740-1799).  Geologist  and  Meteorologist 

1.  Geneva  1780  Feb.  4  Sends  the  first  vol.  of  his  Voyages  dans  les  Alpes.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  252 

2.  Geneva  [1787  — ]  [Received  by  B.  31  Dec.]  Discusses  Deluc’s  Meteorologie  and 

defends  his  own  Essais  sur  V Hygrometrie  against  Deluc’s  accusations  of 
inaccuracy  and  plagiarism,  and  brings  counter-charges;  sends  his  reply 
to  B.  for  approval.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  113-114 

3.  Geneva  1792  Apl.  12  Is  about  to  conclude  the  3rd  vol.  of  his  Voyages  dans  les 

Alpes  and  asks  B.  for  certain  geological  specimens  to  enable  him  to 
complete  it.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  84-85 
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Saussure,  Horace  Benedict  de,  continued 

4.  Soho  Square  1792  June  5  #  Is  most  pleased  to  hear  that  the  third  vol.  is  in  preparation 

and  that  he  is  able  to  comply  with  the  request  for  specimens;  sends 
Austral  Sand,  Spath  Adamantine,  Strontionite  and  others,  and  also  a  box 
of  minerals  from  Blagden.  [The  original  is  in  Geneva  Public  Library.] 

5.  Geneva  1792  July  31  Thanks  B.  for  geological  specimens  sent  which  he  will 

examine  and  incorporate  in  the  Systeme  general  de  la  Lithologie  at  the  end 
of  his  3rd  vol. ;  this  will  be  done  on  his  return  from  his  second  scientific 
expedition  to  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Matterhorn;  asks  for  any  further 
specimens  that  may  be  available.  \French.\  B.M.  Add.  AIS.  8098.  86 


SCARPA,  Antonio,  F.R.S.  (1747-1832).  Anatomist 

1.  [Pavia]  1791  May  27  Thanks  B.  for  informing  him  of  his  election  to  R.S. 

Brabourne,  54 

2.  Pavia  1799  Sept.  6  He  had  already  begun  his  work  on  the  nerves  of  the  pre- 

cardial  viscera  when  the  R.S.  elected  him;  four  years  ago  he  sent  a  copy 
of  his  book  [ Tabulae  Neurologicae,  etc.,  1794]  to  R.S.,  having  dedicated  it 
to  that  society,  but  it  was  lost  in  transit ;  the  war  and  disturbance  in  Europe 
have  prevented  him  until  now  from  sending  another  copy;  he  now  sends 
by  a  friend,  the  son  of  a  lawyer,  one  copy  for  R.S.  and  another  for  B. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  no 


SCHANK,  John  (1740-1823).  Captain,  R.N. 

1.  Dawlish  1791  Feb.  25  He  is  grateful  for  B.’s  friendly  reception  and  for  introducing 
him  to  those  interested  in  his  plans  for  the  improvement  of  shipbuilding 
and  navigation ;  encloses  a  certificate  of  the  trial  of  his  invention. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  81 


2.  [Soho  1791  Mar.  7  *  He  has  read  the  certificate  of  the  trials  in  which  he  is  much 

Square]  interested ;  he  considers  the  utility  of  the  double  keel  fully  established ;  the 

discovery  seems  to  be  of  great  consequence  and  the  inventor  deserving  of  a 
reward;  hopes  to  see  him  on  his  return  to  London  and  to  hear  a  fuller 
account.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  83 


SCHERER,  Alexandre  Nicolaus  (1771-1824).  Chemist  and  Mineralogist 


Halle 


2.  St.  Peters¬ 
burg 


1800  May  2  He  has  accepted  the  chairs  previously  held  by  Gren  and 
Forster;  asks  for  B.’s  help  to  obtain  a  collection  of  the  Minerals  of  Great 
Britain.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  in 

1820  Jan.  14  Notifies  B.  of  his  election  to  the  Imperial  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  St.  Petersburg.  Brabourne,  17 


SCHILLER,  Johann  Friedrich 

1.  London  1773  Nov.  14  A  German  bookseller  is  producing  a  translation  of  Hawkes- 

worth’s  account  of  Cook’s  Voyage  and  his  prospects  are  injured  by  a  report 
that  B.  had  declared  that  he  never  delivered  any  papers  from  the  naval 
officers  or  from  himself  and  Solander  to  Hawkesworth ;  asks  for  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  truth  of  this.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  26-27 

2.  London  1775  Mar.  7  Details  of  the  costs  and  terms  for  a  German  translation  of 

an  English  work  [  ?  Cook’s  Second  Voyage],  and  cost  of  plates,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  46-47 
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Schiller,  Johann  Friedrich,  continued 

3.  London  1781  June  12  Asks  permission  to  dedicate  to  B.  his  book  on  the  Travels 

of  Pallas  and  Gmelin,  the  design  of  which  is  approved  by  Drs.  Johnson  and 
Robertson.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  43-44 

SCHLANBUSCH,  P.  Botanist 

1.  Hanover  1785  July  26  Describes  his  travels  in  France;  in  Paris,  Broussonet  gave 


2.  Naples 

him  useful  introductions;  at  Toulouse  Baron  de  la  Perouse  [Picot  de 
Lapeyrouse]  has  a  good  collection  of  Alpine  plants;  Gouan’s  Herbarium 
at  Montpellier;  Broussonet’s  father  is  a  physician  there;  Veche’s  Herb¬ 
arium  at  Narbonne  and  Giraud’s  at  Nimes;  his  opinion  of  the  French 
scientific  character;  was  given  many  plants  for  his  Herbarium;  offers 
Lathraea  clandestina  to  B. ;  Fabricius  is  sending  books  by  Rottboll  and 
others;  has  been  appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  Naples;  asks  for 
introduction  to  Sir  William  Hamilton;  enquires  about  the  Herbarium 
of  late  Dr.  Montin  of  Halmstad,  Dryander’s  uncle. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  167-168 
1787  Nov.  17  Few  people  are  interested  in  Natural  History  in  Naples; 

Graefer  is  busy  in  the  Queen’s  garden  at  Caserta;  Sibthorp  and  Graefer 
have  found  a  new  species  of  Daphne  of  which  he  will  send  a  specimen,  also 
a  new  species  of  Asperula ;  has  forwarded  to  B.  some  baggage  for  Sibthorp; 
was  pleased  to  see  [J.  E.]  Smith,  who  spent  a  few  days  in  Naples. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  507-508 

3.  Rendsburg, 

1791  June  10  Has  been  appointed  Amtmann  of  Rendsburg  in  Holstein, 

nr.  Hamburg  and  now  often  has  leisure  to  devote  to  Natural  History;  Fabricius,  of  Kiel 
Academy,  lives  only  12  miles  away;  asks  B.  to  obtain  for  him  a  copy  of 


4.  Rendsburg 

Rennell’s  map  of  Africa,  published  for  the  African  Assn. ;  offers  his  services 
to  obtain  any  books  wanted  by  B.,  and  specifies  a  number  of  recently 
published  works;  returns  thanks  for  a  copy  of  Kaempfer’s  “Japonian 
Plants”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  87-88 

1794  Nov.  1  Sends  B.  through  Wolff  [Danish  Consul  in  London] 

catalogue  of  a  book  sale  to  be  held  in  Copenhagen  and  asks  for  B.’s  orders ; 
returns  thanks  for  the  memoirs  of  the  African  Assn. ;  the  present  state  of 
war  destroys  all  the  former  bonds  of  society,  and  he  is  anxious  for  the 
safety  of  his  friends;  will  be  glad  to  have  news  of  B.  and  will  do  anything 
possible  for  any  friends  of  B.  through  his  connections  in  Norway,  Den¬ 
mark  and  Holstein;  asks  B.  for  a  list  of  the  books  he  wants. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  391-392 

SCHMEISSER,  Johann  Gottfried  (1767-1837).  Chemist  and  Mineralogist 


1.  Hamburg 

1795  Dec.  10  He  has  crossed  the  sea  with  his  friend  Voght  in  order  to 

see  his  relations ;  he  is  now  visiting  German  scientists  to  obtain  a  source  of 
current  news;  when  he  is  back  in  England,  he  will  make  plans  for  his 
proposed  journal  of  chemistry  and  mineralogy;  he  will  continue  lecturing 
when  he  returns  to  London;  Voght  has  promised  to  supply  an  account  of 
his  chemical  experiments  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture ;  news  of  the  experi¬ 
ments  of  Gottling  on  phosphorus,  of  Kunde  on  gum  mastic  and  of 
Klaproth  on  adamantine  spar.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  393-394 

2.  Altona 

1800  Nov.  22  Informs  B.  that  Voght  has  bought  for  him  the  largest 

apothecary’s  shop  in  Altona  for  100,000  marks;  he  has  taken  the  M.D. 
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Schmeisser,  Johann  Gottfried,  continued 

degree  and  the  Danish  Government  will  give  him  the  professorship  in 
Altona;  B.  was  always  so  kind  to  him  when  in  England  that  he  hopes  he 
may  now  be  able  to  make  some  return;  hopes  B.  received  the  elephant’s 
tooth  which  he  forwarded  from  Smith  of  Philadelphia ;  saw  Lord  Nelson 
and  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton  when  they  were  in  Hamburg;  if  smoked  beef  is 
allowed  to  enter  England,  he  will  send  some  for  Lady  Banks. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  112-113 


SCHMIDEL,  Casimir  Christoph  (1718-1792).  Botanist 

1.  Anspach  1781  Oct.  24  Acknowledges  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  R.S.  the 

satisfaction  of  the  Margrave  of  Anspach  and  Bayreuth  at  the  honour  of 
being  elected  to  the  Society.  [He  was  elected  27  Jan.  1780].  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  45-46 

2.  London  1781  Dec.  24  *  As  President  of  R.S.,  desires  his  thanks  to  be  conveyed 

to  the  Margrave  of  Anspach  for  his  gift  of  scientific  books  to  the  Society. 
[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  331-332 

D.T.C.  2.  77-78 


3.  Erlangen  1783  Oct.  8  Returns  thanks  for  the  present  of  seeds  conveyed  to  him 
from  B.  by  Mr.  Watson  who  has  also  procured  for  him  the  honour  of 
friendship  with  B. ;  offers  his  services  and  sends  specimens  of  his  engraved 
plates,  which  are,  however,  inferior  in  merit  to  those  of  B.,  which  he  has 
seen  in  the  hands  of  a  friend  at  Nuremberg.  [French.] 

Gunther  MS.  14.  4 


4.  Anspach  1784  Oct-  3  In  verY  laudatory  terms,  thanks  B.  for  his  letter;  he  would 
like  to  exchange  German  books  for  B.’s  great  work  [on  the  plants  collected 
during  Cook’s  Voyage,  which  was  never  published].  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  165-166 


SCHNEEVOOGT,  Georg  Voorhelm  (fl.  1792-1814).  Botanic  Gardener 

1.  Haarlem  1794  June  17  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  B.  approved  of  his  botanical 
work  [leones  Plantarum  Rariorum,  1792-5] ;  states  his  reasons  for  creating 
the  genus  Nahusia  and  some  notes  on  various  species  of  Hortensia ;  cannot 
understand  why  B.  has  not  received  the  4th  and  5th  parts;  he  never 
expected  payment,  feeling  sufficiently  honoured  by  B.’s  acceptance  of  his 
book  for  his  library.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  286-287 


SCHONBORN,  Gottlob  Friedrich  Ernst  (1738-1817).  Secretary  to  the  Danish  Legation  in 
England 

1.  Wimpole  1791  Mar.  19  Professor  Munther  of  Copenhagen  desires  to  translate  a 
Street  Coptic  manuscript  in  the  British  Museum  called  “Sophia”  [Pistis  Sophia, 

Add.  MS.  5114];  requests  B.  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Trustees  to 
allow  the  manuscript  to  be  sent  to  Copenhagen  for  this  purpose.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  89 


SCHREBER,  Johann  Christian  Daniel  von,  F.R.S.  (1739-1810).  Naturalist 

1.  Erlangen  1785  June  15  His  friend  Fabricius  has  shown  him  a  list  of  books  wanted 
in  the  Banksian  library  and  he  has  sent  some  of  these  desiderata  to  B. ; 
will  endeavour  to  obtain  others.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  503 
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Schreber,  Johann  Christian  Daniel  von,  continued 

2.  Erlangen  1789  Nov.  5  Informs  B.  that  the  Academia  Imperialis  Naturae  Curio- 

sorum  [Leopoldine  Academy],  desires  him  to  accept  membership.  [Latin.] 

Brabourne,  43 
D.T.C.  6.  271-272 

3.  Erlangen  1807  Jan.  20  Gives  an  account  of  the  studies  of  Dr.  Goldfuss  ( q.v .)  in 

languages,  medicine,  surgery,  zoology,  botany,  etc. ;  he  was  intended  to  be 
a  scientific  traveller  for  the  Government  of  Prussia;  this  intention  has  been 
disappointed  owing  to  the  war;  hopes  that  B.  may  be  able  to  help. 

Brabourne,  80 


SCHULTES,  Joseph  August  (1773-1831).  Botanist 

1.  Landshut,  1819  May  1  He  has  been  working  with  Dr.  Roemer  of  Zurich  on  a  new 
Bavaria  ed.  of  the  Systema  Veget.  of  Linnaeus;  Roemer  directed  the  work  and 

correspondence  and  he  (S.)  described  the  new  species  in  their  herbaria  and 
collected  descriptions  of  those  they  lacked ;  after  Roemer’s  sudden  death  he 
took  over  the  whole  work  and  has  been  promised  so  much  help  that  the 
new  edition  will  actually  be  the  work  of  a  society  of  botanists ;  information 
is  still  needed  from  B.’s  herbarium,  and  he  asks  B.  to  select  a  suitable  person 
who  will  be  paid  and  his  name  attached  to  all  his  descriptions;  proposed 
wording  of  the  dedication.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  216-217 

SCHUMACHER,  Heinrich  Christian,  F.M.R.S.  (1780-1830).  Astronomer  and  Geodesist 

1816  Sept.  16  The  King  wishing  to  mark  the  restoration  of  peace  by 
carrying  out  some  important  scientific  object,  has  appointed  him  to 
measure  4  and  ^  degrees  of  latitude  from  Cape  Skagen  to  Luxembourg;  he 
is  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary  instruments,  but  a  zenith  sector  is 
wanted,  and  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  one ;  asks  if  that  used  by  Mudge  and 
Dalby  could  be  borrowed ;  if  so  he  would  come  to  London  himself  to  take 
it  and  obtain  full  instructions  for  its  operation;  he  will  begin  work  in 
Luxemburg  in  the  spring.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  187-188 
1816  Dec.  10  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  which  he  has  communicated  to  the 
King  [of  Denmark],  who  has  given  his  patronage  to  the  [meridional] 
operations;  he  awaits  the  conclusion  of  Mudge’s  operations  so  that  he  may 
have  the  loan  of  the  Sector  by  B.’s  kindness;  he  will  send  three  copies  of 
a  dissertation  on  the  latitude  of  Mannheim,  for  B.,  R.S.  and  Mudge. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  22 

1818  Sept.  15  Thanks  B.  for  past  favours  and  refers  to  a  letter  from 
Mudge  respecting  the  loan  of  the  Sector  which  will  be  brought  to  Dunkirk, 
where  he  will  inspect  it ;  if  the  application  for  the  loan  is  successful,  it  will 
be  afterwards  taken  to  Denmark;  the  Ambassador  in  London  will  make 
the  necessary  arrangements,  and  he  (S.)  will  write  to  the  King.  [See 
Mudge,  W.,  No.  6.]  [French.]  Brabourne,  113-114 

SCHUMACHER,  Heinrich  Christian  Frederik  (1757-1830).  Botanist  and  Mineralogist 
1.  Copenhagen  1803  May  28  Has  dedicated  to  B.  his  description  of  the  Minerals  from 
the  Danish-Norwegian  States  which  he  now  sends  by  Prof.  Warberg;  he 
thanks  B.  for  the  gift  of  Kaempfer’s  leones  and  B.’s  library  catalogue; 
he  much  desires  to  have  a  skull  from  Tahiti,  Botany  Bay  or  other  islands, 
and  also  shells.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  31 1 


1.  Copenhagen 


2.  Copenhagen 


3.  Aitona 


47— B.L. 
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SCHWEDIAUR,  Franz  Xaver  {alias  SWEDIAR;  SWEDIAUR,  Frangois  Xavier)  (fl. 
1760-1816).  Pharmacist  and  Mineralogist 

1.  Paris  1782  Oct.  22  Reports  on  the  work  in  progress  of  Buffon,  Faujas  de  St. 


2.  Port  Seaton, 
Edinburgh 

Fond,  Fourcroy  and  Lavoisier.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  in 

1785  Alar.  13  A  prolonged  stay  in  England  has  delayed  his  arrival;  is 

sending  to  B.  a  cask  of  his  Pouzzolan;  Dr.  Robertson’s  library  is  not  for 
sale,  it  has  been  given  to  the  Advocates’  Library  in  Edinburgh;  Dr. 
Monro’s  treatise  on  the  anatomy  of  fishes  is  about  to  be  printed,  and  B. 
will  receive  one  of  the  first  copies ;  Hutton’s  geological  views ;  no  German 
books  are  to  be  found  in  Edinburgh.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  7-8 

3.  Edinburgh 

1785  May  10  He  hopes  the  Pouzzolan  has  arrived;  introduces  Dr.  Sie- 

merling,  a  German  having  medical  education  in  Edinburgh,  and  his 
companion  van  Meurs,  a  Dutchman;  Alonro’s  treatise  is  nearly  ready; 
Hutton’s  paper  is  to  be  published  by  the  [Royal]  Society  [of  Edinburgh] ; 
sends  pamphlets  for  B.  and  “tickets”  for  Miss  Banks. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  13-14 

4.  Port  Seaton 

1785  Oct.  4  Sends  one  of  the  first  copies  of  Monro’s  Anatomy  of  Fishes; 

has  not  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  Pouzzolan,  and  hopes  B.  has  not  been 
charged  with  transport ;  has  found  a  vein  [of  mineral]  of  very  fine  texture 
and  sent  samples  to  Paris;  has  received  orders  for  very  large  quantities, 
probably  for  use  in  building  Cherbourg  Harbour;  asks  B.  to  secure  the 
interest  of  his  friends.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  38-39 

5.  Paris 

1786  Feb.  19  Answers  B.’s  questions  about  a  school  of  bakery  opened  in 

Paris,  using  new  methods  with  great  economies  in  flour  and  fuel;  Sir 
Hyde  Page  ( q.v .)  was  not  at  Dover  but  is  in  Wales;  will  deliver  B.’s  letter 
to  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  52-53 

6.  Paris 

1816  Dec.  26  Remembers  with  gratitude  B.’s  kindness  to  him  during  his 

last  visit  to  London;  he  has  conversed  with  the  apothecary  who  formerly 
prepared  the  Eau  Medicinale  for  Dr.  Husson ;  in  some  cases  its  effects  were 
good,  but  in  others  its  action  was  very  violent,  which  led  to  its  passing  out 
of  favour;  he  was  informed  that  it  was  neither  Veratrum  album  nor  Col- 
chicum  autumnale,  but  an  infusion  in  Malaga  wine  of  Momordica  elaterium 
[the  genus  is  wrongly  written  Momordicum ;  it  is  now  Ecballium ] ;  is  glad 
to  be  able  to  inform  B.  as  to  this,  as  it  has  been  kept  secret. 

D.T.C.  19.  322-324 

SCOPOLI,  Giovanni  Antonio  (1723-1788).  Physician  and  Naturalist 

1.  Chemnitz  1777  May  10  Sends  B.  a  copy  of  his  latest  work  [Introductio  ad  Historiam 


2.  Pavia 

Naturalem,  etc.,  Prague,  1777];  asks  B.  to  send  him  descriptions  of  new 
genera  and  species  that  he  is  about  to  publish,  also  seeds  of  new  plants. 
[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  186 

1787  Feb.  7  Account  of  the  disgraceful  affair  of  the  Abbe  Spallanzani 

{q.v.)  in  whose  private  museum  at  Scandiano  (Modena)  were  found  many 
objects  missing  from  the  Pavia  Museum;  Spallanzani  had  previously  ac¬ 
cused  him  (Scopoli)  of  stealing  from  the  latter,  but  the  objects  have  been 
found  in  Sp.’s  museum,  and  he  (Sp.)  has  been  exonerated  by  two  decrees 
and  begs  B.  to  make  the  facts  known;  he  is  a  Counsellor  and  Professor 
of  Chemistry  and  Botany.  [Italian.]  [See  Smith,  J.  E.,  No.  8.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  505-506 
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SCORESBY,  Rev. 
x.  Soho  Square  i 


2.  [Whitby] 


3.  Soho  Square  1 

4.  Soho  Square  1 


5.  Whitby 


6.  Soho  Square  1 


7.  Soho  Square  1 


William,  F.R.S.  (1787-1857).  Arctic  Navigator,  afterwards  a  Clergyman 

810  Sept.  8  *  Regrets  his  inability  to  send  the  apparatus  for  measuring 

the  temperature  of  the  sea  at  great  depths ;  it  was  being  constructed  under 
the  supervision  of  Cavendish  and  Gilpin,  both  of  whom  have  died;  an 
instrument  is  now  being  completed  by  Cary,  the  instrument-maker  in  the 
Strand,  and  hopes  it  is  now  ready  for  delivery;  has  often  observed  variations 
in  the  colour  of  sea- water.  Whitby,  <B.  i> 

81 1  Sept.  15  Describes  experiments  and  observations  made  with  the 

instrument  supplied  by  B. ;  it  was  not  wholly  successful  as  conditions  in 
Greenland  were  unfavourable  and  the  construction  of  the  instrument  was 
inadequate  to  resist  the  pressure  at  great  depths;  describes  a  curious 
phenomenon  of  refraction  observed ;  has  published  an  account  of  a  Whale 
in  the  Wernerian  Society’s  journal ;  sends  a  copy  of  it  and  also  his  meteoro¬ 
logical  journal  in  Greenland  in  1810.  Whitby ,  (S.  1) 

815  Dec.  1 1  *  Encloses  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Astronomer  Royal 
[John  Pond],  who  will  show  him  whatever  he  wishes  to  see.  [At  the  foot, 
Scoresby  has  copied  the  letter.  See  Pond,  J.,  No.  3.]  Whitby,  (B.  2) 

817  Sept.  22  *  Has  read  that  S.  has  this  year  seen  the  coast  of  W. 
Greenland  free  from  ice  and  has  sailed  along  it  for  a  considerable  distance; 
is  anxious  for  information  on  the  decrease  of  polar  ice,  believing  that  it  has 
a  great  importance  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country ;  attributes  the  frosty 
springs  and  chilly  summers  to  the  accumulation  of  ice  for  many  years ;  ice 
islands  seen  in  the  Atlantic  and  floods  in  mountainous  parts  of  Europe 
seem  to  prove  a  diminution  of  cold ;  Lady  Banks  is  very  grateful  to  his 
father  for  his  gift  of  white  bear-skins.  Whitby,  <B.  3) 

817  Oct.  2  Agrees  with  B.’s  opinion  as  to  the  diminution  of  polar  ice; 
on  his  last  voyage  he  observed  about  2000  square  leagues  of  the  Greenland 
seas  void  of  ice,  though  usually  covered  with  it ;  it  has  been  drifted  south¬ 
ward  into  a  warmer  climate  and  there  dissolved;  describes  at  length  his 
observations  on  ice  and  his  conclusions ;  had  he  been  engaged  in  discovery 
and  not  in  fishing,  much  more  could  have  been  learned,  and  he  would 
willingly  undertake  such  a  voyage,  especially  to  survey  the  islands  of  E. 
Greenland  or  Spitzbergen;  another  motive  for  polar  discoveries  is  the 
disappearance  of  Baffin’s  Bay,  the  charts  of  which  are  much  at  fault ;  has 
written  to  Hamburg  for  information  about  Olaf  Ocken’s  voyage  to  Green¬ 
land.  Webster  Coll.  <15) 

D.T.C.  20.  42-47 

817  Oct.  26  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  full  account  of  the  northern  ice, 
from  which  he  has  learned  much;  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  a  reward  of 
£ 20,000  is  offered  for  the  discovery  of  a  N.W.  Passage,  and  £10,000  for  the 
first  ship  reaching  the  89th  degree  of  N.  Latitude ;  these  rewards  have  not 
produced  a  single  effort  by  any  whaler  to  accomplish  either  purpose ;  asks 
if  he  thinks  a  reward  of  £1,000  for  reaching  every  degree  of  latitude  from 
82  to  the  Pole  would  induce  the  Masters  of  ships  to  make  a  trial;  is  not 
sanguine  that  8i°  in  Baffin’s  Bay  has  been  reached.  Whitby,  <B.  4) 

817  Nov.  17  *  Major  Rennell  who  has  written  so  much  on  ocean  cur¬ 
rents,  was  much  interested  in  S.’s  Essay  on  Ice  about  Spitzbergen  and 
Iceland  and  would  much  like  to  have  a  copy;  asks  for  information  as  to  the 
quantity  and  nature  of  driftwood  found  in  Spitzbergen;  the  comparative 
quantities  on  the  W.  coast  of  Greenland  and  on  Spitzbergen  will  give 
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Scoresby,  Rev. 


8.  Whitby 


9.  Soho  Square 


10.  Fame ,  Balta 
Sound 


11.  [Whitby] 


William,  continued. 

evidence  for  currents ;  he  does  not  recollect  seeing  driftwood  on  the  coast 
of  Labrador;  hopes  he  will  proceed  with  his  intended  work  on  the  polar 
seas.  Whitby ,  <(B.  5) 

1817  Nov.  25  He  is  aware  of  the  rewards  offered  for  the  attainment  of 

certain  situations  in  the  polar  regions  and  is  not  surprised  they  have  failed 
to  produce  a  single  attempt,  because  few  of  the  commanders  of  Greenland 
ships  have  either  the  taste  or  the  special  knowledge  necessary  for  such 
expeditions;  the  expenses  of  a  fishing  ship  are  high  and  captains  will  not 
forego  the  profits  of  their  catch  in  contemplation  of  a  reward,  the  conditions 
of  which  are  not  known  even  to  be  possible;  he  believes  that  there  may 
be  a  northern  passage  to  India  from  a  study  of  drift  and  the  general  outline 
of  the  ice;  thinks  that  B.’s  alternative  suggestion  might  with  some  adapta¬ 
tion,  be  feasible;  is  gratified  by  Rennell’s  good  opinion  of  his  essay  and 
will  forward  a  copy  of  it  for  him ;  the  driftwood  at  Spitzbergen  is  fir,  much 
bruised  and  often  worm-eaten;  in  the  island  of  Jan  Mayen  he  observed 
great  quantities  of  driftwood,  a  ship’s  mast,  some  oars,  etc.,  on  approaching 
it  there  was  a  strong  southerly  current ;  the  upper  current  sets  from  N.  to 
S.  or  S.W.,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  counter-current  operates 
beneath.  Whitby ,  <S.  2 > 

D.T.C.  20.  66-70 

1818  Feb.  10  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  information  as  to  Jan  Mayen 

Island;  has  learned  that  50  years  ago  ice  islands  in  Davis  Strait  were 
unknown;  the  discovery  ships  Dorothea  and  Trent  are  fitting  out,  com¬ 
manded  by  Capt.  Buchan  and  Lieut.  Franklin  respectively;  has  informed 
both  of  S.’s  observations  and  experience  and  of  his  intention  to  com¬ 
municate  with  them  if  met  at  sea;  asks  whether  S.’s  father  intends  to  go 
whaling  this  season.  Whitby ,  <B.  6} 

1818  Apl.  17  He  must  postpone  experiments  with  the  dip-needle  until 
next  season  as  no  instrument  can  be  procured  on  his  present  voyage; 
appreciates  B.’s  stimulus  to  scientific  research;  at  Liverpool  a  youth  was 
presented  at  the  Institution  who  had  been  shipwrecked  in  Africa  and 
penetrated  far  into  the  interior;  the  polar  expedition  has  excited  much 
interest ;  though  the  seas  were  navigable  to  a  great  degree  last  summer,  it  is 
doubtful  if  they  will  remain  so ;  is  sceptical  as  to  the  possibility  of  reaching 
the  Pole;  his  opinion  of  the  possibilities  of  N.W.,  though  he  is  convinced 
a  passage  exists;  has  read  with  interest  an  article  in  the  Quarterly  Review 
on  the  polar  ice  and  the  northern  passage  to  the  Pacific,  in  which  much 
valuable  information  is  brought  into  a  small  compass;  he  visited  the 
Admiralty  library  on  B.’s  recommendation,  but  was  disappointed  at  the 
lack  of  manuscripts.  Whitby,  <(S.  3) 

D.T.C.  20.  94-97 

1818  Aug.  29  Has  returned  from  his  voyage;  gives  a  detailed  account  of 
his  observations  on  the  disposition  of  the  ice  on  the  Greenland  coasts;  he 
did  not  meet  with  the  discovery  ships;  conditions  were  favourable  for  a 
survey  of  Spitzbergen ;  he  made  a  collection  of  plants  there,  and  presumes 
that  the  discovery  ships  will  make  botanical  and  other  Natural  History 
collections;  has  recorded  soundings  and  temperatures;  in  the  driftwood 
at  Spitzbergen  he  found  three  pieces  that  were  worm-eaten. 

Whitby,  <S.  q) 
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Scoresby,  Rev.  William,  continued 

12.  Soho  Square  1818  Sept.  15  *  By  the  account  in  his  last  letter,  it  seems  that  the  E. 

coast  of  Greenland  was  as  inaccessible  this  year  as  it  has  been  for  400  years 
past,  and  that  the  absence  of  ice  last  year  was  only  an  occasional  variation ; 
no  news  of  the  discovery  ships  has  been  heard,  though  all  the  whalers  have 
returned;  as  they  have  no  orders  to  examine  Spitzbergen,  S.  will  have 
no  rival;  he  hopes  he  has  specimens  of  the  worm-eaten  wood  so  as  to 
ascertain  the  identity  of  the  worm;  is  anxious  to  see  the  plants  collected 
and  will  name  them.  Whitby ,  <B.  7) 

13.  Whitby  1818  Sept.  26  Gives  a  further  explanation  of  the  state  of  the  polar  ice; 

is  sending  a  box  of  specimens  of  wood  submitted  to  pressure,  of  plants, 
mosses,  lichens,  minerals,  oil,  etc.  (enumerated  in  detail) ;  he  has  written 
a  paper  for  R.S.  on  the  anomalies  in  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle. 

Whitby ,  <S.  5) 

14.  Soho  Square  1818  Oct.  15*  He  is  much  afflicted  by  the  death  of  his  sister  who  has  lived 

in  his  house  for  nearly  50  years;  acknowledges  the  box  of  specimens, 
which  will  be  examined ;  he  would  be  much  obliged  for  a  sketch  [map]  of 
the  ice  of  last  and  of  the  present  year;  will  be  pleased  to  receive  his  paper 
for  R.S.;  the  news  from  Baffin’s  Bay  goes  no  further  than  76°  N. ;  the 
variations  of  compass  and  dip-needle  were  immense;  the  coast  of  W. 
Greenland  is  laid  down  in  maps  100  miles  to  the  eastward  of  its  true 
position.  Whitby,  <B.  8> 

15.  Whitby  1818  Nov.  4  Encloses  the  manuscript  of  his  paper  for  R.S.;  the  map  is 

in  advanced  state  of  preparation,  but  is  not  yet  finished.  Whitby,  S.  6 

16.  Edinburgh  1818  Dec.  22  Sends  an  account  of  the  comparative  state  of  the  ice 

illustrated  by  a  well-executed  coloured  map;  he  is  engaged  in  writing  an 
account  of  tfie  arctic  regions  with  a  history  of  the  northern  whale  fisheries ; 
requests  the  names  of  the  species  of  plants  sent  from  his  last  voyage;  he 
believes  that  some  of  the  lichens  have  not  been  described;  he  wishes  to 
include  in  his  book  a  list  of  all  the  vegetable  productions  which  occur 
within  eleven  degrees  of  the  Pole.  [There  is  no  copy  of  the  map  in  D.T.C.] 

Dawson  MS.  45.  42-44 
D.T.C.  20.  151-153 

17.  Soho  Square  1819  Feb.  25  #  [The  year  is  wrongly  written  as  1818.]  Has  been  confined 

to  bed  by  illness  and  unable  to  write;  returns  thanks  for  the  map  of  the 
appearance  of  ice  in  the  Spitzbergen  seas  and  hopes  it  will  find  a  place  in 
his  book;  Government  has  decided  to  send  two  vessels  to  finish  the  survey 
of  Baffin’s  Bay  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Parry;  a  proposal  has  been 
made  for  a  journey  over  the  polar  ice  on  sledges  made  of  leather  which 
can  also  be  used  as  boats,  but  the  Admiralty  have  refused  to  sanction  it; 
his  paper  has  been  read  at  R.S.  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  Phil.  Trans. ; 
sends  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  plants  from  his  last  voyage  (45  species). 

Whitby,  <B.  9) 


SCOTT,  Sir  Claude,  Bart.  (1742-1830).  Banker 

1.  Upper  1801  Jan.  28  Requests  the  honour  of  being  proposed  for  election  as  a 

Gower  Proprietor  of  the  Royal  Institution ;  asks  also  for  the  recommendation  that 

Street  his  son,  Samuel  Scott,  may  be  elected  a  Life  Subscriber.  [Note  by  B., 

“Recommended  on  Jan.  31  for  the  General  Meeting  on  Feb.  2.”] 

R.  Itist.  Lib.  <3> 
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SCOTT,  David  (1746-1805).  Director,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Manchester  [1785 — ]  Encloses  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Strange,  who  will 


Square 

attend  to  any  further  instructions  given  by  B.  [James  Strange  ( q.v .),  of  the 
Madras  Civil  Service,  led  an  expedition  to  Nootka  Sound,  under  the 
patronage  of  David  Scott,  Jan.  to  Nov.  1786] ;  the  Crown-birds  are  in  good 
health  and  plumage,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  discharged  from  the  ship  he 
will  give  a  pair  of  them  to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  329 

2.  Manchester 
Square 

[1785  — ]  Is  pleased  to  find  that  the  instructions  given  to  Strange  meet 

with  B.’s  approval;  both  he  and  Strange  hoped  that  B.  also  would  furnish 
instructions ;  the  Crown-birds  have  arrived  in  perfect  condition ;  there  are 
six  (supposed  three  pairs);  invites  B.  to  come  and  see  them  and  choose  a 
pair  for  himself.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  330 

3.  East  India 
House 

1797  Feb.  20  Encloses  a  letter  from  Dr.  Corse  of  the  Bengal  Establish¬ 

ment  who  sends  the  heads  of  two  Indian  Elephants  which  are  offered  to 
R.S.  I.O.  Home  Misc.  729.  31 1 

4.  East  India 
House 

1797  Mar.  8  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  and  in  accordance  with  his  advice 

he  will  present  the  two  Elephant  skulls  to  the  British  Museum;  the 
Secretary  will  deliver  them  from  India  House  to  B.’s  order. 

I.O.  Home  Misc.  729.  31 1.  (2) 

SCOTT,  Helenus,  M.D.  (1760-1821).  Physician 


1.  Bombay 

1790  Jan.  7  Gives  very  full  account  of  the  cultivation,  cleaning,  dyeing, 

etc.,  of  Cotton  in  India  and  the  E.I.  Co.’s  trade  in  it  (pp.  1-11);  Indian 
archaeology;  the  caves  of  Salsette  and  Elephanta  (pp.  11-15);  copper  and 
copper-working  (pp.  15-16);  trade  in  Alkali  (pp.  16-21);  plants  and 
collecting  (p.  21);  character  and  knowledge  of  the  natives  (p.  22);  cinnabar 
(pp.  23-25).  [A  very  long  letter,  answering  enquiries  made  by  B.  on 
various  subjects.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  1-13 

D.T.C.  7.  1-21 

2.  Bombay 

1790  Apl.  20  Is  anxious  that  a  trial  should  be  made  in  England  of  the 

Indian  method  of  preparing  Lime;  will  send  by  an  E.I.  Co.  ship  a  supply 
of  material  for  this  purpose;  has  written  to  Government  on  the  subject 
and  it  has  been  warmly  recommended  to  the  Directors  in  London  (copy 
of  letter  to  Governor  Abercrombie,  ff.  20-23) !  on  t^ie  eve  °f  war  with 
Tippoo.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  26-27 

3.  Bombay 

1792  Jan.  19  Intends  to  study  the  arts  and  crafts,  etc.,  of  the  Indians 

under  various  heads:  medicine  and  surgery,  dyeing,  their  use  of  lime  in 
building,  methods  of  making  soap ;  mineral  alkali  from  Bombay  and 
Madras.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  1 27-1 30 

4.  Bombay 

1792  Feb.  7  Describes  an  astringent  substance  extracted  by  the  Indians 

from  the  fruit  of  a  tree  and  which  they  use  in  dyeing;  it  is  superior  to 
galls  in  the  manufacture  of  ink  and  colours  and  might  be  made  a  valuable 
article  of  commerce;  encloses  copy  of  a  long  letter  to  the  Governor  for 
transmission  to  the  Directors,  urging  them  to  take  the  matter  up;  has  at 
his  own  expense  sent  3  tons  of  alkali  for  experiments  and  one  cwt.  to  B. ; 
hopes  to  send  specimens  of  the  tree  and  its  fruit. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979-  l35~l3% 

5.  Bombay 

1792  Feb.  15  Duplicate  of  foregoing  letter,  without  the  enclosure. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  141-142 
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continued 

1794  Jan.  8  Has  sent  two  chests  and  a  barrel  containing  the  material  for 
the  Indian  vegetable  infusion,  to  provide  material  enough  for  exhaustive 
experiments;  in  one  of  the  boxes  is  a  specimen  of  Wootz  steel;  methods  of 
working  it;  specimens  of  the  plant  from  the  combustion  of  which  Soda 
is  obtained.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  233-234 

1794  Jan.  15  In  reply  to  B.’s  request  for  information  on  the  caves  or 
ancient  temples  of  the  Gentoos,  sends  papers  and  drawings  made  by  Mr. 
Walls  on  the  subject;  a  duty  of  42%  is  charged  on  Indian  drawings;  this 
is  considered  disgraceful  and  he  urges  B.  to  have  it  removed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  241-242 
1794  Jan.  15]  Detailed  list  of  all  the  articles  in  the  packages  mentioned 
in  No.  6  above,  enclosed  in  No.  7.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  243 

1794  July  28  *  “List  of  articles  sent  by  Dr.  Scot  of  Bombay  to  Sir  Jos: 
Banks  by  the  London  Capt.  Grant.”  (Includes  sugar,  gums,  resins,  etc.,  and 
ingredients  used  by  the  Indians  to  make  their  lime-compounds,  pieces  of 
Wootz,  etc.)  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  274 

1796  Jan.  — ]  Sends  183  lb.  of  Indian  steel,  half  for  B.  to  have  trials 
made  of  it,  and  half  for  Dr.  Alexander  Johnson;  [James]  Keir  ( q.v .) 
cannot  have  had  it  properly  worked  as  he  says  it  is  not  so  hard  as  English 
steel ;  is  seeking  further  native  information  concerning  its  preparation ;  Sir 
Thomas  Frankland  (q.v.,  No.  12)  has  the  merit  of  being  the  first  to  work 
this  substance;  sends  a  box  containing  a  figure  of  the  god  Gunnir  and 
relates  legends  concerning  him ;  the  box  also  contains  the  seeds  of  a  plant 
which  is  cooked  similarly  to  potatoes,  and  some  brass  ornaments  plundered 
from  the  temple  of  Chawghaut  by  Tippoo.  [End  and  signature  missing.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  344-345 
1796  Jan.  19  [Shorter  duplicate  of  No.  10.]  He  has  sent  by  Princess 
Amelia  two  boxes  containing  the  god  Gunnir,  nine  pieces  of  brass  engraved 
with  figures  of  Hindu  gods,  and  183  lb.  of  Wootz,  of  which  1  cwt.  is  for 
B.  and  the  rest  for  Dr.  Johnson;  sends  also  a  packet  of  newspapers  and 
some  seeds  of  the  plant  which  he  has  already  mentioned  as  a  nutritious 
vegetable,  also  a  piece  of  Cauti,  or  cement;  he  has  sent  home  nearly  80 
tons  of  Fossil  Alkali.  [Note  by  B.  that  the  seeds  are  Glycine  subterranea,  and 
the  Cauti  is  Terra  japonica.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35262.  14-15 

1800  Jan.  12  Sends  specimens  of  iron  and  iron-ore  from  Scind;  iron 
manufacture  is  carried  on  in  Malabar  where  it  is  abundant ;  he  has  found 
large  quantities  of  black,  red  and  brown  manganese;  an  ancient  brick-kiln 
has  been  found  6  ft.  below  the  surface  when  digging  a  well. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  213-214 

1800  Oct.  12  Considers  the  discovery  of  inoculation  by  the  “poison  of 
Cow  pox”  [vaccination]  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  especially  as  it  is 
attested  by  so  many  eminent  persons ;  it  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  India 
where  smallpox  is  such  a  formidable  disease;  asks  B.  to  send  him  a  sample 
of  the  vaccine  if  it  is  possible  to  transport  it  so  great  a  distance. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35262.  22 
D.T.C.  12.  123 

1801  Aug.  15  In  answer  to  B.’s  questions,  gives  a  long  account  (12  pp.) 
of  various  Indian  products  and  manufactures;  iron  working  in  Malabar, 
with  drawings  of  smelting  furnace  (f.  312);  copper  not  manufactured  in 
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India;  cultivation  of  Hemp  and  other  plants  yielding  fibres;  cotton  ex¬ 
ports;  experiments  made  with  Corchorus  capsularis  from  Malaya  and 
Agave  for  fibres;  use  of  Cannabis  as  a  narcotic  in  place  of  opium;  its 
method  of  preparation;  Dammer  much  used  in  India  as  a  substitute  for 
pitch  for  ships,  both  above  and  below  the  water-line,  also  used  as  a  varnish ; 
native  substitutes  for  tarring  ropes;  has  sent  by  Travers  specimens  of 
Malabar  iron,  Hemp  and  Dammer;  will  do  all  he  can  to  be  of  service  to 
Brackenbury  [recommended  to  him  by  B.]. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  305-310+3 12 

SCOTT,  Sir  William,  afterwards  Baron  Stowell  (1745-1836).  International  Lawyer 

1.  Soho  Square  1807  Nov.  9  *  Sends  copies  of  the  documents  relative  to  alterations  to 

Lincoln  Cathedral  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  and  the  resentment  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  diocese ;  the  gradual  deterioration  of  cathedrals  has  long 
rankled  in  the  minds  of  the  laity,  as  well  as  the  removal  of  ancient  monu¬ 
ments;  the  present  Dean  has  told  him  that  the  Minster  is  the  freehold  of 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  and  that  laymen  cannot  even  attend  worship  but  by 
their  permission.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  32 

D.T.C.  17.  69 

2.  [London  1807  Nov.  1 1]  Enquires  whether  a  regular  Faculty  was  obtained  from 

the  Bishop  of  Lincoln ;  if  so,  there  is  no  appeal  from  that  faculty  and  the 
matter  cannot  be  pursued  in  a  Court  of  Justice.  D.T.C.  17.  71 

3.  [Soho  Square  1807]  Nov.  12  *  He  does  not  know  whether  or  not  a  regular  faculty  was 
obtained;  the  whole  business  of  the  Church  is  conducted  in  so  secret  a 
manner  that  all  enquiries  by  the  laity  are  met  with  a  caution  that  arouses 
suspicion;  requests  that  he  may  be  put  in  touch  with  someone  who  can 
make  such  enquiries  and  searches,  and  he  will  gladly  pay  his  charges. 

D.T.C.  17.  70 

(d.  1820).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1794  Apl.  19  Having  understood  that  the  Volunteer  Bill  would  pass  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  on  Thursday  [Apl.  24],  he  sent  Blagrave  ( q.v .)  to  the 
House  of  Lords ;  he  confirms  this  and  procured  a  copy  of  the  Bill,  which  is 
not  yet  printed ;  has  seen  the  letter  in  the  Cambridge  newspaper  [written 
by  B.  under  a  pseudonym];  thinks  the  Committee  should  meet  soon  and 
suggests  calling  meetings  in  the  market  towns  to  collect  subscriptions ;  will 
call  upon  B.  to  discuss  matters,  and  Blagrave  will,  if  directed  by  B.,  see 
the  Duke  of  Ancaster.  Lindsey ,  13.  1.  16 

1794  May  6]  He  was  astonished  at  the  information  in  B.’s  letter,  for  in 
the  papers  laid  before  the  Justices  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  Lindsey 
no  word  was  mentioned  about  volunteer  additions  to  the  Militia,  nor  is  the 
Act  quoted  entitled  an  “Act  for  the  Augmentation  of  the  Militia”;  will 
call  upon  B.  to  discuss  “this  disagreeable  business”;  as  a  County  meeting 
is  now  inevitable,  he  hopes  delay  and  uncertainty  will  be  obviated. 

Lindsey.  11.  2.  22 

1797  Jan.  1  Is  very  pleased  with  the  approbation  gained  by  the  South 
Holland  Squadron  at  Boston  [during  the  riots]  and  with  the  King’s 
appreciation  expressed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  (q.v.) ;  the  alarm  caused  by 
the  riots  led  the  Government  to  station  some  Fencible  Cavalry  at  Louth 
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and  Boston;  his  own  troop  offered  their  services  in  any  part  of  the  county; 
[Thomas]  Coltman  ( q.v .)  wished  to  raise  a  new  troop  in  the  Spilsby  and 
Horncastle  district,  but  the  state  of  the  fund  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  support 
the  present  establishment;  [Sir  John]  Thorold  had  already  applied  to  raise 
an  additional  troop  at  Grantham;  he  afterwards  dropped  this  intention 
but  wants  to  raise  his  present  force  to  80  men;  the  Duke  of  Ancaster  is 
of  the  opinion  that  no  new  troops  could  be  supported  by  the  present  fund, 
but  he  is  told  B.  thinks  otherwise;  asks  for  his  views,  but  feels  that  the  old 
volunteers  would  consider  themselves  slighted  by  any  preference  to  new 
ones ;  if  the  arrears  of  subscriptions  could  be  got  in,  Coffman’s  troop  might 
be  raised,  but  if  two  are  attempted  some  of  the  old  subscribers  would  be 
lost.  Lindsey,  u.  3  10 

1797  Jan.  22  Wishing  to  do  all  in  his  power  for  Coffman,  he  offered  to 
run  the  risk  as  Treasurer  for  the  advance  of  £14  ios.  o d.  for  his  troop, 
hoping  that  arrears  of  subscriptions  would  be  got  in ;  Blagrave  {q.v.)  also 
wrote  to  him ;  is  very  uneasy  at  not  having  had  a  reply ;  has  re-examined 
the  accounts  of  the  fund,  and  as  Thorold  has  increased  his  troop  [from  50 
to  80  men],  it  will  be  difficult  to  supply  one  additional  troop  of  50  men,  and 
two  will  be  out  of  the  question.  Lindsey.  11.  3.  17 

1797  Jan.  24  #  Has  written  to  Coffman  and  hinted  that  he  should  reply 
to  S.’s  letter,  but  as  he  is  in  a  state  of  irritation,  he  does  not  wish  to  risk  a 
quarrel ;  he  observes  from  Blagrave’s  accounts  that  more  than  £700  arrears 
are  owing  to  the  fund,  and  that  there  is  also  a  claim  on  Government  for  the 
pay  of  the  sergeants  and  the  keep  of  their  horses,  but  he  has  no  doubt  that 
money  enough  will  be  found  for  both  [the  old  and  the  new]  troops. 

Lindsey,  n.  3.  17A 

SEAFORTH,  Lord — See  Mackenzie,  Francis  Humberstone. 

SEC  AD  A,  Alexandre  Antonio.  Curate  of  Managua,  Nicaragua 

1.  Managua  1801  June  26  [To  Robert  Sproat,  {q.v.)\  Description  of  a  bark  from  Man¬ 

agua  discovered  by  him  25  years  ago,  and  its  medicinal  properties. 
[Spanish,  with  English  translation.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  39980.  299-300 

D.T.C.  12.  238 

2.  Managua  1801  June  26  [To  Robert  Sproat.]  Further  information  on  the  medicinal 

bark  of  Managua ;  it  has  been  represented  to  him  that  some  of  it  he  sent 
home  has  been  mixed  with  Copachi.  [Spanish,  with  English  translation.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  262-263 
D.T.C.  12.  239 

SELSEY,  Lord — See  Peachey,  John 
SERGEANT,  Peter 

1.  Spanish  1801  July  20  Description  of  a  machine  for  grinding  Sugar-canes. 

Town,  Jamaica  Tregaskis,  10.  129 

SESTINI,  Abbate  Domenico  (1750-1832).  Botanist 

1.  Pera,  Con-  1779  Aug.  17  He  has  collected  between  400  and  500  plants  near  Con¬ 

stantinople  tantinople  and  will  do  his  best  to  make  a  complete  collection  if  B.  desires; 
asks  the  best  method  of  preserving  them.  [Italian.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  253 


4.  Bath 


5.  [Soho 
Square] 
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Sestini,  Abbate  Domenico,  continued 

2.  Pera,  Con-  1779  Sept.  17  Me  is  soon  leaving  for  Wallachia  and  offers  during  his 
stantinople  stay  in  Bucharest  to  make  observations  in  Natural  History.  [Italian.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  254 

3.  Pera,  Con-  1780  Dec.  29  He  is  sending  to  B.  the  plants  collected  during  a  journey 

stantinople  through  the  Balkans;  he  proposes  to  compile  a  Flora  Olympica  and  to  visit 

Asia  Minor  and  the  Crimea  to  collect  plants.  [Italian.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  47-48 


SEWARD,  Thomas.  Ship’s  Captain 

1.  Galen,  at  1800  May  10  At  the  request  of  Ward  Nicholas  Boylston  ( q.v .),  passenger 
Sea  in  Galen ,  of  Boston,  U.S.A.,  certifies  that  the  wheaten  bread  brought  on 

board  23  Mar.  was  mouldy  and  sour  by  3  Apl.,  but  the  rice  bread  was 
sweet  until  14  Apl.,  when  it  began  to  go  mouldy,  but  was  edible  until  17 
Apl.  [Signed  also  by  Robert  Henry  Kley,  1st  Officer  and  John  Rogers, 
passenger.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  241 

SEWARD,  William,  F.R.S.  (1747-1799).  Man  of  Letters 

1.  [London  1796  Dec.  19]  Requests  permission  to  introduce  to  one  of  B.’s  Sunday 

soirees  Dr.  [Edward]  Bancroft,  author  of  the  Natural  History  of  Guiana ; 
he  was  under  the  imputation  of  being  unfriendly  to  this  country,  but  was 
much  misrepresented;  whatever  notions  he  may  have  had  as  a  young 
American  respecting  the  two  countries,  he  can  assure  B.  that  Bancroft  is  a 
firm  friend  of  England.  D.T.C.  10  (1).  96-97 

2.  [London  1796  Dec.  21]  Begs  pardon  for  again  bringing  up  the  subject  of  Ban¬ 

croft;  assures  B.  he  will  not  mention  it  again  except  to  say  that  Bancroft 
was  given  a  verdict  with  £100  damages  against  [Robert]  Baldwin  of 
Paternoster  Row,  for  statements  made  in  a  pamphlet.  D.T.C.  10  (x).  98 

SEYFFER,  Karl  Felix  (1762-1822).  Astronomer 

1.  —  1791  —  Sends  observations  made  during  an  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  which 

differ  from  Herschel’s;  he  hopes  that  future  observations  on  Reflected 
Light  will  decide  the  issue.  Brabourne,  50-51 

SEYMOLiR,  Edward  Adolphus,  nth  Duke  of  Somerset,  F.R.S.  (1775-1855) 

1.  Bradley  1807  Jan.  9  Understands  that  B.  objects  to  the  method  proposed  for  the 

House  inclosure  of  Whaplode  and  Holbeach,  and  not  to  the  measure  itself ;  has 

heard  that  the  proprietors  of  land  in  general  have  agreed  to  abandon  the 
intended  method,  except  Dr.  [Maurice]  Johnson;  the  matter  is  now  in  a 
more  favourable  state,  as  he  is  informed  by  Messrs.  Daniell  &  Moberley, 
one  of  whom  he  will  ask  to  confer  with  B. ;  if  the  measure  should  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  all  parties,  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  an  Act  in  the  present  session 
of  Parliament.  D.T.C.  i~j.  1-2 

2.  Soho  Square  1807  Jan.  10  *  He  is  certainly  in  favour  of  the  inclosure  of  Holbeach  and 

Whaplode,  but  his  views  on  the  intended  method  of  division  differ  from 
those  hitherto  held  by  Lord  Eardley’s  agents ;  he  will  be  pleased  to  confer 
with  anyone  His  Grace  sends  to  him,  but  he  objects  to  Maxwell  as  a 
Commissioner,  and  to  the  principle  that  the  agent  of  one  proprietor  should 
act  as  a  Commissioner  for  the  whole;  doubts  if  it  will  be  possible  to 
obtain  a  Bill  in  the  present  session.  D.T.C.  17.  3-4 
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3.  Piccadilly  1808  Feb.  24  As  a  meeting  has  been  held  and  certain  resolutions  agreed 

to  [as  to  the  Whaplode  and  Holbeach  inclosure],  he  has  asked  Daniell  to 
send  B.  a  copy  of  them;  if  B.  agrees,  he  wishes  a  petition  to  be  presented 
at  once  to  Parliament;  he  proposes  to  call  upon  B.  to-morrow  to  discuss 
the  matter.  D.T.C.  17.  129 

4.  Park  Lane  1814  Apl.  8  He  has  just  received  a  letter  from  [John]  Whishaw  ( q.v .) 

relative  to  the  publication  of  Mungo  Park’s  journal  requesting  him  to  make 
an  application  to  B. ;  as  he  knows  nothing  of  the  matter  but  what  the  letter 
contains,  he  sends  it  to  B. ;  he  has  known  Whishaw  for  several  years  and  has 
a  high  opinion  of  him  as  the  most  candid  man  he  has  ever  met. 

D.T.C.  19.  25 


SHAFTESBURY,  Countess  of — See  Cooper,  Barbara 


SHARP,  J.  B. 
1.  Queen 
Street, 
Cheapside 


2.  Queen 
Street, 
Cheapside 


1816  Apl.  19  When  in  Spain  last  year,  received  an  order  from  Samuel 
Cursons  to  Lieut.  Shillibeer  (q.v.)  to  transmit  to  him  (S.)  a  case  of  geo¬ 
logical  specimens  collected  in  Peru ;  has  been  informed  by  Shillibeer  that 
his  instructions  were  to  send  the  specimens  to  B. ;  anxious  as  he  was  to 
have  the  collection,  he  willingly  forgoes  his  claim  in  B.’s  favour,  hoping 
however,  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  inspect  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  101-102 
1816  May  13  Thanks  B.  for  his  letters,  and  as  Shillibeer  has  sent  the 
specimens  to  B.,  he  will  call  upon  him  and  will  concur  in  any  suggestion 
B.  may  make  as  to  their  destination;  has  heard  from  Cursons,  who  has  just 
departed  for  U.S.A.,  with  an  interesting  scientific  communication  which  he 
will  bring  with  him  when  he  calls  upon  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  103-104 


SHAW,  George,  F.R.S.  (1751-1813).  Naturalist 

1.  [British  1811  Nov.  — ]  Gives  a  report  on  the  “Memoire  Ophiologique”  sent  to 

Museum  B.  by  A.  Moreau  de  Jonnes  (q.v.)  on  the  poisonous  Snake  of  the  West  Indies 

known  as  “  Fer-de-lance”  [Bothrops  atrox;  the  report  is  unsigned  and 
undated  but  the  handwriting  shows  it  to  be  from  Shaw,  who  was  Keeper  of 
Natural  History  at  the  British  Museum,  1807-13,  to  whom  B.  evidently 
referred  the  matter.]  Gunther  MS.  14.  39 


SHEFFIELD,  Earl  of — See  Holroyd,  John  Baker. 


SHEFFIELD,  Sir  John,  2nd  Bart.  (d.  1815).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  [London]  1794  Mar.  20  Is  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  [for  the  Lincolnshire 

Defence  Scheme]  but  heartily  concurs  in  its  object  and  subscribes  £100. 

Lindsey.  1 1 .  1  6b 

2.  [Soho  Square  1794  Mar.  21]  *  Has  entered  his  name  in  the  subscription  list;  the  meet¬ 

ing  is  adjourned  until  Monday  [24  May],  when  a  Committee  will  be  chosen, 
and  he  hopes  he  will  attend.  Lindsey,  11.  1  6b.  vo. 

SHEFFIELD,  Rev.  William,  D.D.  (1732-1795).  Keeper  of  Ashmolean  Museum 

1.  Avon  Coll.  1772  Feb.  23  Quotes  from  a  book  of  American  Travels  that  certain  tribes 

make  their  beds  of  network,  after  the  manner  of  hammocks,  made  from 
the  fibres  of  Pite,  a  plant  resembling  Hemp  or  Flax ;  he  notes  the  similarity 
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of  the  plant  to  one  described  by  B.  and  Solander;  as  there  are  analogies 
between  the  customs  of  the  American  Indians  and  the  New  Zealanders,  he 
suggests  that  there  has  been  contact  between  them. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  16 


2.  Mr.  Linnell’s, 
Berkeley 
Square 


SHEPHERD,  Rev.  Richard,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1732-1809).  Archdeacon  of  Bedford;  Miscellaneous 
Writer 

1.  London  1784  Sept.  23  His  pamphlet,  to  be  published  by  Ridgeway  of  Piccadilly, 
is  nearly  ready  and  two  copies  of  it  will  be  sent  to  B.  by  the  Boston  coach; 
he  hopes  it  will  answer  B.’s  wishes  and  expectations;  “it  is  written  from 
the  heart  and  in  resentment  of  the  rude  and  injurious  treatment  you  had 
experienced”  [in  the  dissensions  at  R.S.].  D.T.C.  4.  63-64 

t1 793]  July  31  When  he  saw  B.  he  refrained  from  mentioning  the  state 
of  his  affairs  except  to  mention  his  intention  of  going  to  India ;  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury  sent  for  him  and  desired  him  to  explain  his  situation 
and  intentions;  His  Grace  wished  him  not  to  go  abroad,  and  soon  after 
informed  him  that  an  additional  secretary  was  intended  for  Arthur  Young 
(q.v.)  and  that  he  expected  to  be  given  the  nomination;  His  Grace  after¬ 
wards  informed  him  that  he  should  decline  the  nomination  if  offered,  and 
he  has  now  heard  he  must  not  expect  the  appointment;  as  the  place  would 
relieve  him  from  his  embarrassments,  requests  B.’s  interest  with  the 
society  [Board  of  Agriculture]  to  obtain  the  post.  D.T.C.  8.  237-238 
3.  [Soho  Square  1793  Aug.  1]  *  It  is  not  in  his  power  to  give  any  effectual  help,  but  feels 
sure  the  Archbishop  has  the  means  to  extricate  him  from  his  embarrass¬ 
ments  ;  he  knows  nothing  of  the  new  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  as  he  has 
given  his  opinion  that  it  is  not  likely  to  benefit  the  landed  interest,  he  is 
unlikely  to  be  consulted;  Mr.  Pit[t]  intends  to  fill  the  offices  before  the 
Commissioners  are  appointed;  he  cannot  understand  why  a  clergyman 
should  be  required  for  a  body  whose  sole  aim  is  agriculture;  he  should 
have  given  B.  the  refusal  of  the  living  of  Freston  [Friskney]  which  he  sold 
him  as  an  act  of  friendship,  when  he  decided  to  part  with  it,  but  he  then 
would  be  obliged  to  repay  the  purchase  money  .£400  left  unpaid  and  still 
owing.  D.T.C.  8.  239 

1794  Feb.  25  A  very  long  querulous  letter  professing  eternal  friendship 
but  bringing  a  series  of  charges  against  B.  and  accusing  him  of  broken 
promises;  that  when  he  desired  to  purchase  the  advowson  of  Friskney 
from  B.,  for  -£1000,  £[400  more  was  added  to  the  price,  and  B.  wrote  him 
an  insulting  letter;  that  when  the  dissensions  at  the  R.S.  were  in  progress, 
he  was  put  to  the  expense  of  coming  to  record  his  vote ;  that  he  was  never 
invited  by  B.  to  dine  and  meet  other  Fellows  of  R.S. ;  that  when  he  wrote 
his  pamphlet  on  the  dissensions,  no  remuneration  was  given  to  him ;  that 
when  seeking  preferment  on  several  occasions,  B.  did  not  support  him, 
etc.  D.T.C.  9.  9-19 

5.  Soho  Square  1794  Feb.  28  *  A  dignified,  polite  yet  stern  reply  to  the  charges  made 
and  a  denial  of  their  truth ;  he  does  not  regard  it  as  an  act  of  friendship  to 
charge  another  who  does  not  deserve  it  with  breaking  his  promises; 
replying  that  he  allowed  him  to  purchase  the  advowson  as  a  favour,  not 
because  he  wanted  to  sell  it,  and  the  price  of  £[1400  was  fixed  by  an 
independent  valuer,  £[400  still  being  owing  to  B.;  his  pamphlet  [The 
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Canons  of  Criticism ]  attacked  only  one  person  [Maty]  and  most  of  the 
materials  for  it  were  provided  for  him;  Kippis’s  pamphlet  was  more 
general  and  comprehensive,  but  Kippis  expected  no  recompense,  etc. ;  on 
no  occasion  was  it  in  B.’s  power  to  secure  the  preferment  he  sought. 

D.T.C.  9.  22-27 

6.  Berkeley  1794  Mar.  3  Repeats  that  he  complains  of  “the  cruel,  marked  neglect” 

Square  he  had  suffered  from  B.  in  the  acquisition  of  preferment,  etc. 


D.T.C.  9.  30-31 

7.  Berkeley  1794  Mar.  24  After  meeting  B.  by  chance,  the  thought  struck  him  that  it 
Square  might  probably  be  the  last  time  they  would  ever  meet;  in  spite  of  the 

strictures  in  his  former  letters  he  once  more  professes  profound  friendship 
and  once  more  begs  favours  from  B. ;  he  is  interested  financially  in  a 
mortgage  of  the  City  Theatre ;  after  the  first  failure  of  their  application  to 
Parliament,  most  of  the  subscribers  withdrew  at  great  loss  to  themselves ; 
he  did  not  withdraw,  and  there  is  now  a  petition  before  Parliament  for 
performances  to  be  resumed,  and  if  it  is  successful,  it  would  procure  for 
him  a  sum  of  money  which  would  put  his  deranged  affairs  in  order;  asks 
B.  to  use  his  influence  in  Parliament  in  support  of  the  petition. 


8.  Soho  Square 


9.  Mr.  Linnell’s, 
Berkeley 
Square 


10.  Mr.  Linnell’s, 
Berkeley 
Square 


11.  Mr.  Fawsit’s, 
Paddington 


12.  [Soho  Square 


D.T.C.  9.  38-39 

1794  Mar.  26  *  Although  after  what  has  passed  between  them  there  can 
be  little  trace  of  friendship,  yet  he  will  use  such  influence  as  he  may  have 
with  certain  Members  of  Parliament  to  support  the  petition  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Royalty  Theatre ;  he  would  point  out  that  with  Parliament 
in  general  he  has  no  connection  and  no  interest  whatever,  but  personal 
friendship  with  a  few  members  is  all  he  has  to  rely  upon.  D.T.C.  9.  41 
1794  Mar.  27  Expresses  his  regret  at  his  former  complaints,  and  will 
never  forget  the  [Banks]  family  “where  I  was  in  a  manner  cradled”;  is 
pleased  that  B.  has  a  good  opinion  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Royalty  Theatre 
and  encloses  papers  relative  thereto;  encloses  also  a  list  of  the  Members 
who  have  promised  their  support,  and  asks  B.  for  a  list  of  those  whom  he 
will  approach.  [Note  by  B.,  “April  2nd  sent  7  names  and  an  intimation 
that  a  party  in  the  neighbourhood  opposed,  probably  by  the  instigation  of 
the  managers,  but  under  the  pretence  of  immorality”.]  D.T.C.  9.  42-43 
[1794]  Apl.  4  Thanks  B.  for  the  list  of  Members  he  has  asked  to  support 
the  petition;  if  the  application  is  successful  his  interest  in  the  building  will 
be  so  much  advanced  in  value  as  to  enable  him  to  settle  his  affairs;  the 
report  of  the  allegations  is  to  be  presented  on  Monday  [7th  Apl.]  and  the 
motion  for  the  Bill  on  Wednesday.  D.T.C.  9.  44 

[1798]  Feb.  19  Presents  B.  with  a  tract  he  has  written  in  which  he  has 
“endeavoured  to  bring  as  it  were  into  one  single  Point  of  View  the 
principal  arguments  illustrative  of  the  Truth  of  the  Christian  Religion”; 
expresses  views  that  are  scarcely  borne  out  by  his  own  conduct  as  revealed 
by  his  previous  letters.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  222-224 

1798]  Mar.  6  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  pamphlet  but  “  does  not  think  that 
a  layman  need  spend  much  of  his  time  in  studying  St.  John”  ;  he  thinks  that 
his  faith  and  his  actions  sufficient  “to  conduct  him  to  his  house  hereafter” 
and  that  the  Strait  Path  of  the  other  evangelists  will  lead  him  as  safely  to 
his  object  as  the  intricate  one  of  St.  John  which  the  pamphlet  attempts  to 
elucidate.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  232 
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13.  Paddington  [1798]  Mar.  9  In  sending  his  pamphlet  to  B.  he  did  not  intend  to  involve 

Street  him  in  the  intricacies  of  School  Divinity,  but  to  remove  from  the  way  of 

Christianity  its  greatest  obstacle;  the  superiors  of  the  Church  have  ever 
set  their  faces  against  “Reform  in  Doctrines  for  fear  it  should  lead  to  a 
Reform  in  Temporals”.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  238-239 

14.  Helmingham  [1802]  Mar.  18  Intends  to  devote  the  evening  of  his  life  to  biography, 

giving  sketches  of  those  he  has  known  personally,  and  of  less  known 
persons  if  he  is  acquainted  with  their  private  life;  from  his  long  friendship 
with  B.,  he  intends  to  make  him  and  his  family  his  first  and  chief  object; 
asks  if  he  is  descended  from  the  family  of  Banks  at  Bank  Newton  in 
Yorkshire,  and  desires  any  information  concerning  himself  and  family 
that  B.  may  please  to  send  him.  D.T.C.  13.  55-57 


SHI LLI BEER,  John  (fl.  1804-1824).  Lieutenant,  Royal  Marines 

1.  Walkhamp-  1816  Mar.  18  Has  been  delayed  by  illness  from  sending  the  geological 
ton,  Plymouth  collections  of  Samuel  Cursons  of  Lima,  together  with  a  sectional  map ; 

will  hand  them  over  to  [Joseph]  Whidbey  ( q.v .)  at  Plymouth  and  request 
him  to  forward  them ;  Curson  desires  his  agent  to  be  informed  when  they 
arrive.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  99-100 

2.  Walkhamp-  1816  Apl.  24  Has  handed  the  geological  collection  to  Whidbey  who  is 
ton,  Plymouth  dispatching  it  to  B.  together  with  the  sectional  map  of  the  volcano.  [See 

Sharp,  J.  B.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  107 


SHIPLEY,  William  (1714-1803).  Founder  of  the  Society  of  Arts 

1.  Maidstone  1788  Feb.  2  As  Treasurer  of  the  Kentish  Society  he  informs  B.  that  on 
the  recommendation  of  Dr.  S.  F.  Simmons,  F.R.S.,  he  has  been 
unanimously  elected  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Society. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  178 


SHIRLEY,  Henry.  Member  of  the  Jamaica  House  of  Assembly 


1.  Kingston, 
Jamaica 


1794  Dec.  20  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  manage  the  Botanic  Gardens,  reports  on  the  state  of  the  trees 
and  plants,  particularly  those  lately  received  through  the  good  offices  of 
B. ;  enumerates  the  principal  species,  Bread-fruit,  Ayyah,  Rattah,  Plantain, 
Timor  plants,  etc.,  with  state  of  growth  and  measurements ;  all  are  thriving 
except  the  Otaheite  Apple,  which  survived  for  a  time,  then  died;  offers 
B.  any  botanical  specimens  he  desires  from  Jamaica.  D.T.C.  9.  141-143 

2.  Soho  Square  1795  Apl.  2  #  Regrets  delay  in  answering  due  to  his  confinement  by 
gout ;  is  very  gratified  at  the  Committee’s  appreciation  of  his  efforts  and  at 
the  flourishing  state  of  nearly  all  the  plants  brought  by  Capt.  Bligh;  the 
Otaheite  Apple  can  be  replaced  as  it  grows  both  at  St.  Vincent  and  at  Kew; 
in  justice  to  Bligh,  he  explains  that  the  only  merit  he  can  claim  is  that  of 
having  made  arrangements  for  the  safe  transport  of  living  plants  and  their 
protection  against  the  hazards  of  the  voyage  and  the  weather;  appreciates 
the  offer  of  specimens,  but  has  given  up  the  collecting  of  plants  for  himself 
and  is  concerned  only  with  perfecting  H.M.  Gardens  at  Kew,  to  which  he 
sends  everything  he  receives,  from  whatever  source  it  comes. 

D.T.C.  9.  205-207 


75° 


SHORE,  R. 

i.  Snitterton  1774  Feb.  7  Announces  the  discovery  of  good  soft  Coal  at  Kingsley 
Bank.  Halliday.  208.  137 

SHUCKBURGH-EVELYN,  Sir  George  Augustus,  6th  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1751-1804). 
Mathematician 

1.  Park  Street  1784  Mar.  27  Asks  for  B.’s  support  for  Dr.  Gresley,  Mathematician,  who 

is  a  candidate  for  R.S.  D.T.C.  4.  18 

2.  [Soho  Square  1784  Mar.  28]  *  The  attacks  recently  made  upon  him  at  R.S.  preclude 

him  from  giving  his  personal  support  to  candidates.  [The  Rev.  Thomas 
Gresley,  D.D.  was  elected  in  1784.]  D.T.C.  4.  19 

3.  [Park  Street]  1792  Apl.  24  Informs  B.  that  [William]  Windham  ( q.v .),  “out  of  his 

abundant  candour”  tells  him  that  he  proposes  to  name  his  own  Committee 
[on  Mudge’s  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons] ;  namely,  Pitt,  Fox, 
Gregor,  Bragge,  Rider,  W.  himself  and  Sir  George;  he  asks  B.’s  opinion 
on  this,  and  if  it  is  much  to  be  dreaded.  [For  an  account  of  the  Petition  of 
Mudge  against  the  Board  of  Longitude,  see  Cameron ,  235.  241.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  89 

4.  [Soho  Square  1792  Apl.  25]  *  Has  no  fear  of  the  Committee  “except  the  ignorance 
which  is  very  likely  to  manifest  itself.  I  conclude  Pit  conceives  a  watch  to  be 
a  thing  composed  of  wheels  within  wheels  like  the  Government”. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  89  vo. 

1792  Apl.  29  Sends  B.  the  complete  list  of  persons  to  serve  on  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  enquire  into  the  Mudge  Petition. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  90 

1792  May  2  Informs  B.  that  Windham  has  fixed  Thursday  next  [May  3] 
for  the  sitting  of  the  Mudge  Committee.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  106 

1792  May  7  Encloses  a  note  received  from  Windham;  notwithstanding 
what  he  says,  he  thinks  B.  will  do  well  to  attend  the  Committee. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  108 

1792  May  12  He  returns  the  book  B.  has  lent  him;  he  hopes  B.  will  be 

present  at  the  Committee,  as  his  presence  there  is  necessary  to  countenance 
and  give  effect  to  their  proceedings.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  111 

1793  Apl.  19  Windham  has  left  a  message  that  he  will  proceed  on 
Mudge’s  Petition  on  Tuesday  next  [Apl.  23].  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  127 

1793  Apl.  21  Informs  B.  that  he  has  seen  Windham  who  has  told  him 
of  his  design  himself  to  appoint  all  the  members  of  the  Committee; 
comments,  “This  is  too  profligate”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  130 

1795  June  20  Reminds  B.  of  his  request  that  he  may  be  permitted  the 
loan  of  Bird’s  Standard  of  English  Feet,  preserved  in  the  archives  of  R.S., 
with  a  view  to  determining  the  length  of  the  pendulum  in  the  course  of 
the  summer  and  from  these  observations  to  preserve  in  perpetuum  the 
length  of  the  English  Foot.  [See  Lyons,  175.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  51 

1798  Dec.  2  Expresses  gratification  at  having  been  awarded  the  Copley 
Medal  and  at  B.’s  handsome  reference  to  it;  he  regrets  he  was  unable  to 
be  present.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  230 
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SHULDHAM,  Molyneux,  ist  Baron  Shuldham,  F.R.S.  (d.  1798).  Admiral 

1.  —  1783  Dec.  31  He  regrets  that  the  state  of  the  roads  and  the  severity  of 

the  weather  will  prevent  him  from  waiting  upon  B.  and  giving  any  assist¬ 
ance  in  his  power  to  preserve  the  peace  of  R.S.  [Cf.  Cameron,  1 3 1 .] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  10 


SHULZEN,  Frederik 

1.  Soho  Square  1801  Sept.  10  Thanks  B.  for  many  kindnesses  to  him  during  his  three 
years  in  England;  he  intends  to  visit  France  and  Germany  before  returning 
to  his  native  land  [Sweden];  asks  for  letters  of  introduction  in  Paris.  [B. 
was  then  at  Revesby.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  314-315 

SIBTHORP,  Humphrey  (17 13-1797).  Botanist 

1.  —  - Two  pages  from  a  botanical  diary,  beginning  “Nov.  ist  Walked 

on  the  oak  copses  belonging  to  my  Brother  Col.  Sibthorp  at  Shampand. 
Observed  the  following  Fungi”,  etc.  On  the  back  in  red,  in  a  foreign 
handwriting,  “Banck,  president  de  la  Societe  naturelle  de  Londres”. 

Wellcome,  63700 


SIBTHORP,  John,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1758-1796).  Botanist 

1.  Ottershaw  1783  Oct.  20  He  has  not  communicated  to  B.  any  of  his  discoveries  in 

Natural  Flistory  during  his  travels  knowing  that  Broussonet  with  whom 
he  travelled  had  informed  him;  having  examined  most  British  plants  in 
their  natural  habitats,  he  hopes  the  Radcliffe  appointment  [the  chair  of 
Botany  at  Oxford]  would  give  him  the  opportunity  of  studying  most  of 
those  growing  wild  in  Europe,  and  enable  him  to  publish  a  new  edition  of 
Ray’s  Synopsis  Stirpium,  or  a  work  on  the  same  model;  has  brought  a 
considerable  collection  from  S.  Europe  which  he  has  left  with  Dryander 
to  select  from  for  B.’s  Herbarium;  has  reserved  duplicates  for  Lightfoot; 
is  about  to  visit  Holland  and  Germany;  has  brought  plants  for  B.  from 
Broussonet  and  L’Heritier,  and  the  plates  for  the  description  of  the  balloon 
by  Faujas  de  St.  Fond.  D.T.C.  3.  137-138 

2.  Pera  1786  Dec.  25  Will  send  seeds  for  his  friends  and  asks  for  B.’s  require¬ 

ments  ;  thinks  Greece  will  supply  some  species  new  to  him ;  will  bring  his 
collections  himself  in  the  autumn  instead  of  sending  them,  as  his  artist 
frequently  needs  specimens  to  complete  his  drawings;  describes  his 
botanical  activities  in  Greece  and  the  islands;  his  artist  has  drawn  over 
500  plants  and  he  has  at  least  500  new  species ;  intends  to  publish  a  Flora 
Graeca ;  is  learning  modern  Greek,  and  is  paying  special  attention  to  the 
modern  Greek  names  of  plants  and  those  of  Dioscorides  and  other  ancient 
writers;  has  also  collected  specimens  of  over  100  species  of  Fishes;  plans 
for  his  exploration  of  Cyprus,  Rhodes  and  Crete  and  the  mainland  of 
Greece;  if  any  accident  should  befall  him,  he  desires  his  drawings  and 
papers  to  be  sent  to  the  Botanical  Library  at  Oxford.  D.T.C.  5.  118-121 

3.  Oxford  1 787  Dec.  13  Has  arrived  safely  in  Oxford  after  a  tedious  passage  in 

bad  weather  from  Patras;  in  his  last  letter  he  reported  his  progress  and 
has  since  made  many  additions  to  his  collections;  describes  his  itinerary 
in  detail,  naming  all  the  places  and  districts  visited ;  his  catalogue  of  Greek 
plants  amounts  to  over  2000,  of  which  at  least  300  are  new  species;  his 
artist  has  made  drawings  of  over  1000  plants;  he  is  a  good  draughtsman, 
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formerly  employed  by  Jacquin;  he  has  also  made  a  large  collection  of 
Mammals,  Birds,  Amphibia  and  Fishes,  some  dried,  and  some  preserved 
in  spirit;  discusses  modern  Greek  names  and  those  of  Dioscorides. 

D.T.C.  5.  286A-289 

4.  Oxford  1787  Dec.  22  Part  of  his  collection  of  dried  plants  has  arrived  from 

Bristol,  and  is  in  good  condition;  he  will  select  specimens  of  the  rarer 
plants  for  B.’s  collection  and  has  sent  a  packet  of  seeds  to  B.  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  Aiton  at  Kew;  is  a  candidate  for  election  to  R.S.,  but  will  not 
be  in  London  until  after  the  election  so  must  rely  upon  his  botanical 
reputation;  offers  his  services  to  B.’s  friends  in  Oxford,  especially 
foreigners,  as  he  speaks  several  European  languages;  the  Physic  Garden 
at  present  looks  mournful  and  he  is  living  with  his  sister,  Lady  Sewell,  in 
Cowley;  Foreman,  his  gardener,  has  increased  in  skill  during  his  absence 
and  his  greenhouse  plants  are  flourishing;  requests  seeds  for  the  Oxford 
garden;  will  profit  by  B.’s  library  when  he  comes  to  London. 

D.T.C.  5.  290-292 

5.  Oxford  1788  May  2  Is  much  gratified  by  B.’s  proposed  visit;  there  is  no  need 

to  seek  lodgings  as  B.  and  Miss  Banks  will  be  welcomed  at  Cowley  House 
by  his  sister  and  himself;  Aiton  has  promised  supplies  for  the  Oxford 
Botanic  Garden,  which  he  expects  daily;  the  Physic  Garden  now  looks 
forlorn,  but  he  is  making  efforts  to  revive  it ;  he  will  begin  his  lectures  at 
the  end  of  May  and  continue  them  until  July.  D.T.C.  6.  26A-27 

6.  Soho  Square  1793  June  4  *  Informs  S.  that  the  King  has  ordered  Aiton  to  supply  the 

Physic  Garden  at  Oxford  with  such  plants  as  are  required  and  can  be 
spared  from  Kew,  and  has  commanded  B.  to  superintend  the  execution  of 
the  order ;  he  desires  to  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  such  of  the  plants  in  the 
Hortus  Kewensis  as  are  desired  and  with  particulars  of  the  provision 
[hothouses,  etc.]  for  the  preservation  of  exotics  at  Oxford  to  enable  him 
to  select,  from  the  plants  that  have  been  introduced  since  the  Hortus  was 
published,  such  as  can  be  reared.  D.T.C.  8.  210 

7.  Oxford  1793  June  10  Is  most  grateful  for  the  honour  conferred  on  Oxford  by 

the  order  of  H.M.  to  supply  from  Kew  the  deficiencies  of  the  Physic 
Garden,  the  more  so  as  B.  with  his  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  science  will 
superintend  its  execution ;  encloses  a  list  of  the  species  which  he  considers 
could  be  reared  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  Garden;  as  no  increase  in 
its  maintenance  grant  has  been  made  since  1726,  its  claims  of  being  the 
oldest  as  well  as  the  most  flourishing  garden  have  diminished,  but  he  is 
anxious  to  make  it  serviceable  to  the  School  of  Botany ;  owing  to  the  small 
size  and  defective  construction  of  the  stove-house,  he  has  chosen  only 
plants  that  will  flourish  in  the  open  or  in  the  greenhouse;  the  reservoir 
for  aquatic  plants  is  good ;  will  supply  to  Kew  any  Umbelliferous  plants 
that  may  be  wanted.  D.T.C.  8.  21 1-2 12 

8.  Ashburton  1796  Jan.  12  Copy  of  the  Will  of  John  Sibthorp  providing  funds  for  the 

publication  of  a  Flora  Graeca  in  10  folio  volumes  and  a  Prodromus  in  one 
octavo  volume,  to  be  edited  by  a  competent  botanist  who  shall  superintend 
the  engraving  and  colouring  of  the  plates  and  who  shall  be  given  access  to 
all  his  drawings,  papers,  journals  and  dried  plants ;  on  completion  of  the 
publication,  providing  for  the  creation  of  a  Professorship  in  Rural  Economy 


48 — B.L. 
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to  be  held  by  the  Sherardian  Professor  of  Botany,  with  provision  for  the 
purchase  of  books  to  form  a  distinct  part  of  the  Botanical  Library. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  49-50 
D.T.C.  15.  294-297 

9.  [Soho  Square  1801  — ]  #  Estimate  of  funds,  costs  and  expenses  of  the  production  of  the 
Flora  Graeca  to  the  year  1809  and  the  conditions  on  which  J.  E.  Smith  is 
appointed  to  carry  it  out.  D.T.C.  15.  298-299 


SIDMOUTH,  Viscount — See  Addington,  Henry 
SIEBER,  Franz  Wilhelm  (1789-1844).  Traveller  and  Botanist 

1.  Cairo  1818  Sept.  29  By  the  advice  of  Henry  Salt  ( q.v .)  he  sends  a  collection  of 

dried  plants;  describes  his  travels;  desires  to  set  up  an  exchange  of 
specimens.  [Latin.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  177-178 


SILVESTRE  DE  SACY,  Antoine  Isaac,  Baron  (1758-1838).  Orientalist 

1.  Paris  1810  Aug.  28  Thanks  B.  for  having  had  the  books  he  needed  sent  to 

Mackinlay ;  he  hopes  soon  to  have  the  opportunity  of  sending  his  two  latest 
books  to  R.S.;  they  will  be  addressed  to  B.;  the  journey  he  had  planned 
with  his  best  friend,  the  author  of  L’Examen  critique  des  histoires 
d' Alexandre,  has  been  abandoned  owing  to  the  latter’s  death.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  79-80 

2.  Paris  1810  Sept.  7  Having  written  a  few  days  previously  to  thank  B.  for  the 

books  he  sent,  he  now  announces  the  dispatch  of  Vol.  VIII  of  the  Notices 
et  Extraits  from  the  Ancient  Literature  section  of  the  Institut;  this  volume 
and  a  letter  for  B.  are  being  sent  to  London  by  the  bookseller  Wiirtz;  he 
sends  also  his  Grammaire  Arabe  and  his  translation  of  the  Relation  de 
VEgypte  of  Abd  al-Latif  to  be  presented  in  his  name  to  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  81 

3.  Paris  1811  June  29  He  encloses  two  letters  from  [Jean  Pierre]  Abel  Remusat 

(q.v.),  a  young  scholar  who  has  studied  Chinese  for  some  years;  in  order 
to  encourage  him,  he  (S.  de  S.)  undertook  to  publish  his  work  on  the 
Chinese  language  and  literature.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  116 

4.  Paris  1812  Nov.  26  [To  Frangois  Balthazar  Solvyns.]  Sends  an  open  packet  for 

B. ;  asks  Solvyns  and  Mme  Solvyns  to  obtain  for  him  some  additional 
copies  of  two  Oriental  works  (named)  published  in  Calcutta.  [A  note  on 
f.  137  vo.  that  the  letter  was  sent  by  Solvyns  to  Sir  Hugh  Inglis  (q.v.).] 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  136-137 

SIMMONDS,  Thomas  Williams  (1767-1804).  Surgeon  and  Naturalist 

1.  Carey  [1787  Nov.  5]  Introduces  himself  as  a  medical  student  aged  20  who  has 

Street  been  apprenticed  to  a  surgeon  in  Settle,  Yorks. ;  he  is  now  compelled  to 

contribute  to  the  support  of  his  family  and  seeks  employment  in  some 
capacity  in  Natural  History,  and  asks  for  B.’s  patronage. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  240 


SIMPSON,  David.  Surgeon  and  Orientalist 

1.  [London]  1787  Dec.  11  Sends  for  B.’s  perusal  the  first  part  of  his  narrative  relating 
to  the  Brahmins;  the  model  of  the  Terup  which  is  described  in  his  paper 
he  hopes  to  show  to  B.  when  he  has  recovered  it  from  the  E.I.  Co.’s 
warehouse.  [See  Duncan,  John,  No.  8.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  160 
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2.  Cavendish - As  requested  by  B.  he  sends  a  list  of  the  objects  in  his  collection, 


Square 

which  he  now  wishes  to  dispose  of ;  it  was  made  in  India  over  a  space  of 
many  years  and  was  his  chief  relaxation  from  his  medical  duties;  he 
considers  the  collection  worth  £5000.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  336-337 

SINCLAIR,  George  (fl.  1798-1832).  Agricultural  Botanist 


1.  Calcutta 

1798  Nov.  25  Extracts  from  a  letter  from  India  reporting  on  the  cultiva¬ 

tion  of  Hemp,  Flax  and  Potatoes.  [ See  Sinclair,  Sir  John,  No.  9; 
George  Sinclair’s  full  report  is  in  the  India  Office,  Home  Misc.  375. 
399-468;  557-559-]  Kew:  B-C.  2.  209 

SINCLAIR,  Sir  John,  1st  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1754-1835).  President,  Board  of  Agriculture 


1.  Thurso 
Castle 

1785  Sept.  1  As  desired  by  B.,  is  sending  two  ewes  of  the  local  strain  by 

sea  to  Dunbar,  whence  they  will  be  shipped  to  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  27 

2.  Edinburgh 

1785  Sept.  12  Has  made  further  enquiries  about  Scottish  wool  and  hopes 

to  send  some  sheep  of  the  mountain  breed  from  Badenach  and  Lochaber; 
introduces  as  a  correspondent,  Dr.  Anderson  Seton  of  Munie,  who  has 
written  much  on  Scottish  agriculture  and  fisheries. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  30 

3.  Whitehall 

[1785  Sept.  17]  When  Lord  Galloway  comes  to  town,  will  ascertain  how 

the  Spanish  sheep  thrive  in  Scotland ;  reports  on  Wiltshire,  Berkshire  and 
Middlesex;  meeting  of  the  Board  attended  by  Duke  of  Grafton,  Bishop  of 
Durham  and  Lord  Carysfort;  believes  the  fineness  of  Spanish  wool  is  due 
to  the  perspiration  of  the  animals  in  a  hot  climate ;  suggests  experiments  in 
covering  English  sheep  with  waxed  cloth  to  promote  perspiration. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  33-34 

4.  Whitehall 

1786  May  10  Has  collected  memoirs  on  Saltpetre ;  is  visiting,  in  company 

with  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  invites  B.  to  join 
them;  is  about  to  visit  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  Hamburg,  Berlin, 
Moscow,  Warsaw  and  Vienna  and  asks  B.  for  letters  of  introduction. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  63 

5.  Stockholm 

1786  July  24  Is  leaving  for  St.  Petersburg;  B.’s  introductions  have  been 

of  great  service;  has  found  various  Swedish  political  books  unknown  in 
England;  his  tour  in  Sweden;  is  bringing  back  some  newly  invented 
machines.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  76-77 

D.T.C.  5.  40-41 

6.  [London 

1791  — ]  Has  heard  from  [James  Mario]  Matra  that  the  sheep  which  Sir 

Robert  Boyd  is  sending  are  fine;  has  had  a  long  conversation  with  Pitt, 
Lord  Hawkesbury  and  others  on  the  Corn  Laws ;  sends  a  paper  from  which 
it  seems  England  can  supply  herself  without  recourse  to  Ireland,  the 
Baltic  or  America;  duty  and  price  of  corn.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  106 

7.  [London 

1791  — ]  The  experiment  of  clipping  long-woolled  sheep  has  been  most 

successful,  beneficial  to  the  animals  and  quality  of  wool;  recommends  B. 
to  try  it  in  Lincolnshire.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  107 

8.  Edinburgh 

1791  Aug.  5  Daubenton’s  sheep  have  arrived;  is  sending  specimens  of 

wool  of  those  and  other  breeds  to  be  examined  in  London;  success  of 
double  clipping.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  108 
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9.  Edinburgh  1799  May  2  George  Sinclair  ( q.v .),  who  went  to  India  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  Hemp  and  Flax,  has  now  reported,  and  he  sends  this  information 
for  the  Board  of  Trade  in  view  of  its  importance.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  218 


10.  Gordon’s  1802  Apl.  3  Is  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  to  discuss  the  Memorial  to 
Hotel  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford,  but  encloses  a  note  indicating  that  the  Highland 

Society  is  much  pleased  with  the  sketch  for  a  medal  by  Brown,  the  his¬ 
torical  painter;  for  his  own  part,  he  would  prefer  a  pillar  or  statue  to  be 
erected  in  Bedford  or  Russell  Square,  Bloomsbury. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  18 


11.  — 


12.  Thurso 
Castle 


1809  June  2  Has  not  received  any  other  letter  from  Cochrane  Johnston 
(q.v.)  than  that  of  which  he  sent  a  copy  to  B. ;  in  that  letter  a  previous  one 
was  mentioned  but  it  never  arrived ;  will  send  on  any  further  letters  that 
may  come.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  298 

1809  July  28  Reports  that  Mermaids  have  been  seen  on  the  coast;  sends 
copies  of  letters  on  the  subject.  [See  Mackay,  Elizabeth.] 

D.T.C.  17.  318-324 


13.  Charlotte 
Square 
[Edinburgh] 


1812  Aug.  4  Agrees  with  B.  that  nothing  more  can  be  done  to  discover 
the  secret  of  Broad’s  method  of  rat-catching ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its 
importance  as  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Osmond,  corn  dealer 
of  Piccadilly,  shows;  is  going  to  Caithness.  [See  Knight,  T.  A.,  Nos. 
57-61.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  39 


14.  Edgware 
Road 


15.  Soho  Square 


16.  Edgware 
Road 


17.  Soho  Square 


1814  Dec.  14  Encloses  printed  papers  [a  statement  of  his  public  services] 
for  which  he  intends  to  raise  a  subscription  and  feels  confident  of  success; 
relies  on  B.’s  friendly  exertions;  appends  a  list  of  names  of  those  who 
intend  to  support  him,  including  Lord  Egremont,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  68-69 
D.T.C.  19.  1 00-103 

1814  Dec.  17  *  Lord  Egremont,  in  a  letter  concerning  “your  intended 
mode  of  seizing  contributions”,  informs  him  that  his  (B.’s)  name  is  given 
amongst  those  who  had  pledged  their  support  in  the  letter  received  by  his 
Lordship  from  S. ;  he  has  informed  Lord  E.  that  his  name  was  mentioned 
similarly  in  the  letter  S.  sent  to  B. ;  as  both  have  signified  their  opinion  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  scheme,  asks  for  an  explanation.  [See  Wyndham, 
George  O’Brien.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  70 

D.T.C.  19.  106 

1814  Dec.  18  Is  distressed  by  B.’s  letter;  he  relied  on  the  statement  in  a 
letter  from  B.  of  22  Oct.  1814  in  which  he  said  he  could  be  of  no  service 
except  as  a  subscriber,  and  took  this  as  a  pledge  of  support;  he  will  see 
Lord  Egremont  and  offer  an  explanation;  B.’s  name  will  not  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  matter  “except  as  a  meer  subscriber”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  71-72 
D.T.C.  19.  107-108 

1814  Dec.  18  *  Considers  there  is  a  palpable  distinction  between 
assisting  to  carry  into  execution  a  plan  utterly  disapproved  of  and  sub¬ 
scribing  to  it;  he  feels  himself  “seriously  injured  by  being  held  up  in  the 
Light  in  which  you  have  Placed  me”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  72 

D.T.C.  19.  109 
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18.  Edgware  1814  Dec.  19  Much  regrets  that  his  unintentional  mistake  should 

Road  terminate  their  long  friendship,  and  releases  B.  from  any  promises  he  may 

have  made.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  73-74 

D.T.C.  19.  no 

SI  VERT  SEN,  Bjarni  (d.  1833).  Icelandic  Shipowner 

1.  London  1808  Feb.  26  In  pursuance  of  B.’s  offer  of  further  help,  requests  a  loan 

of  £30  to  cover  the  cost  of  living  while  detained  in  London  awaiting  the 
decision  as  to  the  the  fate  of  his  ship  and  of  himself.  [ See  also  Boulton 
&  Baker,  and  Petraeus,  W.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  279 

D.T.C.  17.  135-136 

2.  London  1808  Feb.  29  Thanks  B.  for  draft  for  £30  and  for  the  news  that  Govt. 

has  decided  to  restore  his  ship ;  expresses  deep  gratitude. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  281 
D.T.C.  17.  137 

3.  Soho  Square  1808  Mar.  3  *  He  has  always  understood  from  conversation  with  the 

islanders  that  no  vessel  ever  sails  from  Denmark  for  Iceland  until  the 
beginning  of  April;  from  a  statute  of  Charles  II  it  appears  that  for  the 
regulation  of  herring  and  other  fisheries  it  is  enacted  that  no  vessel  shall 
sail  from  England  to  Iceland  earlier  than  10th  Mar.;  gives  this  statement 
for  the  information  of  Lord  Castlereagh.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  30 

D.T.C.  17.  138-139 

4.  Leith  1809  Feb.  28  Begs  B.  to  allow  him  to  use  certain  funds  advanced  by  B. 

for  the  repair  of  his  ship  damaged  in  a  gale  and  forced  to  return  to  port ; 
has  lost  another  of  his  vessels,  Johanne  Charlotte,  captured  by  Swedish 
privateers,  and  on  which  the  agent  shipped  cargo  without  licence ;  asks  for 
help  to  enable  him  to  procure  another  vessel  and  a  licence  to  ship  neces¬ 
saries  to  Iceland.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  30-31 


SKENE,  James.  Ship’s  Purser,  H.E.I.C.S. 

1.  Morse  [1784  — ]  He  has  delivered  the  living  Crown-bird  and  the  skin  of  one 

that  died,  also  the  wild  Peesang  and  the  box  of  plants  to  the  persons 
notified  by  B. ;  he  will  be  confined  to  the  ship  for  some  days,  and  will  then 
be  in  the  City  and  ready  to  execute  any  orders  B.  may  give. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  338 


SLADE,  Robert 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  Jan.  2  *  [Dated  1808  in  error.]  As  he  has  been  confined  to  bed,  was 

unable  to  send  his  papers  to  the  [Privy  Council]  as  the  clerk  whom  he  sent 
for  was  away;  as  it  is  too  late  to  send  S.  a  summary  of  the  proceedings,  he 
advises  him  to  attend  the  Council  Office  with  the  other  gentlemen  to¬ 
morrow  and  he  will  inform  Fawkener  accordingly. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  27937.  29 

2.  Soho  Square  [1809]  Mar.  5  *  Refers  to  some  matter,  not  defined,  in  which  evidence 

was  taken,  and  in  which  the  Duke  [of  Montrose]  was  concerned;  con¬ 
siders  the  Duke’s  inclination  to  attend  to  business  has  declined. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  27937.  30 


SLIGO,  Marquis  of — See  Browne,  John  Denis 
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SLOANE,  W. 

i.  Curzon  t1 793  — ]  He  writes  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Sloane,  who 

Street  opposes  the  South  Holland  Drainage  Scheme  and  shares  B.’s  views  as  to 

the  unreasonable  demands  of  other  landowners;  he  (W.  S.)  is  ready  to 
oppose  the  measure  in  Parliament  as  soon  as  B.  gives  him  directions  to  do 
so.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  333 


SMEATHMAN, 
1.  Baltic 
Merchant , 
Downs 


2.  [London] 


3.  Paris 


Henry  (1750-1787).  Botanical  Collector  and  Aeronaut 

1779  Aug.  2  He  arrived  last  night  from  his  expedition  [of  collecting  for 
the  Duchess  of  Portland] ;  he  has  two  tree-ferns  in  tubs,  healthy  and 
vigorous,  one  of  which  is  for  B.,  and  asks  for  directions  for  delivering  it; 
he  has  brought  also  a  large  number  of  ferns  and  other  plants  and  drawings. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  104 
1779  Aug.  10  Asks  B.  to  place  a  value  on  his  botanical  drawings  and 
supply  him  with  an  advance  of  cash ;  he  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  duplicate 
plants ;  has  made  three  sets  of  impressions  of  ferns  and  offers  one  set  to  B. ; 
thanks  B.  for  his  kind  permission  to  use  his  library  in  his  absence. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  105 
1784  Feb.  11  He  has  attended  all  the  experiments  of  the  brothers 
Montgolfier  assiduously,  he  sends  B.  a  description  of  his  discovery  for  the 
construction  of  a  dirigible  aerostatic  machine;  draws  parallels  between  a 
ship  floating  on  water  and  propelled  by  a  second  power,  the  wind;  a 
globular  ship  floating  on  water  could  not  be  directed  or  controlled,  and 
the  French  aerostatic  machines  [balloons]  hitherto  constructed  are  glo¬ 
bular,  and  therefore  no  more  capable  of  being  directed  when  floating  on  air 
than  a  globular  vessel  could  be  when  floating  on  water ;  he  plans  a  balloon 
in  a  horizontal  position,  with  wings,  which  could  be  steered  in  its  course 
and  could  alight  equally  well  on  land  or  water;  his  plan  is  approved  by  the 
Duke  of  Dorset,  Franklin  and  Broussonet,  and  Faujas  [de  St.  Fond]  has 
offered  to  procure  the  execution  of  it ;  as  such  a  machine  could  be  used  for 
carrying  dispatches,  etc.,  he  claims  his  invention  as  being  of  national 
importance;  he  asks  B.  not  to  allow  it  to  be  taken  up  by  Government 
without  paying  him  a  reasonable  recompense;  he  has  declined  all  French 
offers  until  he  hears  what  encouragement  he  will  receive  in  his  own  country, 
and  that  B.  approves  the  scheme.  D.T.C.  4.  7-1 1 


SMELT,  Leonard  (1719  ?-i8oo).  Deputy  Ranger  of  Richmond  Park 

1.  Kew  1787  May  29  He  will  bring  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of  Rye  to  the 

notice  of  the  King  as  soon  as  H.M.  returns  from  Windsor. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  126 


SMETHURST, 
1.  Liverpool 


2.  Soho  Square 


Samuel.  Mathematician 

1786  July  12  Sends  documents,  partly  printed  and  partly  manuscript, 
with  tables  showing  the  times  of  “the  transit  of  Venus  before  the  Sun’’  in 
1639,  1761  and  1769,  together  with  astronomical  tables  and  a  method  of 
determining  longitude.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  54 

1786  July  23  #  He  is  not  able  to  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  S.  and 
thinks  it  his  duty  to  say  so  in  plain  terms  so  that  he  may  not  be  put  to 
further  trouble  in  the  matter;  he  hopes  “that  you  may  find  someone  more 
capable  than  myself  of  discerning  and  rewarding  their  merit”. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  55 
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SMIRNOVE,  Rev.  James.  Chaplain  to  the  Russian  Embassy 

i.  London  1802  Aug.  17  Encloses  copy  of  a  letter  from  Nicolas  Semonovich  Mord- 

vinov  ( q.v .),  Vice-President  of  the  Imperial  College  of  Admiralty  at  St. 
Petersburg,  in  which  he  advocates  the  claims  of  Thozlovsky,  Professor  of 
Sculpture  in  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Arts,  to  be  considered  as  the 
sculptor  selected  to  execute  the  Statue  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  46 

SMITH,  Adam,  F.R.S.  (1723-1790).  Political  Economist 

1.  Edinburgh  1789  Dec.  18  Introduces  Mr.  Leslie,  a  young  gentleman  of  great  merit; 

he  wishes  for  employment  as  a  teacher  of  Mathematics,  and  is  also  a 
Botanist  and  Chemist.  [.See  Leslie,  Sir  John,  No.  1.]  D.T.C.  6.  280-281 


SMITH,  Alexander.  Botanical  Lecturer 

1.  Aberdeen  1796  Oct.  8  Describes  in  a  long  letter  his  lectures  on  Botany  and  the 

difficulties  he  finds  in  his  studies  without  access  to  a  Botanic  Garden  and 
with  few  books  to  aid  him;  asks  if  B.  will  apply  on  his  behalf  to  H.E.I.  Co. 
for  a  presentation  copy  of  Plants  of  the  Coromandel. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  148-149 

2.  Aberdeen  1797  May  12  Thanks  B.  for  his  reply  and  understands  his  reasons  for  not 

applying  to  H.E.I.  Co.  as  suggested;  has  had  friendly  assistance  from 
James  Brodie;  finds  much  to  criticize  in  the  various  British  Floras. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  161 


SMITH,  Christopher  (d.  1807).  Botanic  Gardener 

1.  Madeira  1794  Sept.  5  Reports  that  the  plants  [for  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden] 

with  which  he  sailed  from  Plymouth  are  alive  and  thriving,  owing  to  the 
special  care  he  has  taken  of  them  on  the  voyage.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  116 

2.  Prince  of  1803  Feb.  9  Reports  that  his  last  consignment  of  plants  was  sent  by 
Wales  Island  Princess  Charlotte,  Capt.  [Benjamin]  Richardson,  from  Amboina  in 

August ;  he  now  sends  four  Clove  and  four  Nutmeg  trees  by  Capt.  O’Brien ; 
encloses  papers  on  his  treatment  by  Roxburgh,  and  a  statement  of  his  case 
made  to  the  Governor- General;  sends  also  a  list  of  the  plants  collected  in 
the  Spice  Islands.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  80-81 

Charles  (1775-1853).  Under-Secretary,  Foreign  Office 
1810  Oct.  15  Encloses  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Mackenzie  on  behalf  of 
Lord  Wellesley  for  B.’s  comments.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  62 

[1810]  Oct.  18  *  [Marked  “Secret”.]  Encloses  comments  on  Sir  George 
Mackenzie’s  letter;  in  his  opinion  the  drift  of  it  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  two  years  ago  M.  asked  B.  to  recommend  him  to  be  appointed 
Governor  of  Iceland;  he  declined  to  do  so,  as  “Sir  G.  would  not  in  my 
judgment  have  made  so  good  a  Governor  as  any  one  of  the  Junior  Clerks 
in  your  office.”  [B.’s  comments  on  M.’s  letter,  which  relates  to  Iceland 
trade,  are  copied  on  f.  62  vo.]  B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  63 


SMITH,  Culling 

1.  Foreign 
Office 

2.  Revesby 
Abbey 


SMITH,  George.  Clerk  in  the  Navy  Office 

1.  Navy  Office  [1811  ?]  Feb.  3  He  is  acquainted  with  a  person  who  has  obtained  a 
Patent  for  his  process  of  preserving  animal  and  vegetable  substances  and 
begs  the  favour  of  a  conversation  with  B.  on  the  subject  ;  he  wishes  to 
explain  the  inventor’s  family  circumstances  and  why,  if  payment  is  to  be 
made  to  him,  it  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  101 
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SMITH,  G. 

1.  London 

1778  May  25  He  desires  an  interview  with  B.  to  obtain  information 

concerning  the  South  Sea  Islands  for  a  party  of  friends  intending  to  visit 
them.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  76 

SMITH,  James 

1.  Paris 

1786  Oct.  5  Requests  B.  to  lay  before  R.S.  the  enclosed  paper  criticizing 

Newton’s  Theory  of  Light.  R.S.  Letters,  1784-87.  39 

SMITH,  James.  Botanical  Collector 

i.  [Soho  1789  July  31  *  Instructions  to  James  Smith  and  George  Austin  sent  as 


Square] 

gardener-collectors  to  New  South  Wales.  [These  detailed  instructions  as 
to  the  collection  of  plants  and  their  care  while  at  sea  are  similar  to  those 
drawn  up  by  B.  for  other  plant  collectors  sent  to  foreign  lands  or  colonies.] 

D.T.C.  6.  196-203 

SMITH,  Sir  James  Edward,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1759-1828).  Botanist 

1.  Soho  Square  [1786  June  16]  *  Encloses  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Professor  Allamand 
and  Van  Royen  of  Leiden;  has  combined  both  in  a  single  letter  to  save 


2.  Leiden 

time.  [Smith  Mem.  1.  149.]  Smith  MSS.  1.  79 

1786  July  16  Has  much  benefited  by  B.’s  introduction;  Van  Royen  has 

resigned  the  professorship ;  has  inspected  the  Herbaria  of  Rauwolf,  Boc- 
cone  and  Hermann  at  Leiden,  but  was  unable  to  see  that  of  Burman; 
Burman  succeeds  Van  Royen;  he  received  his  M.D.  degree  yesterday. 

D.T.C.  5.  38-39 

3.  Soho  Square  1786  Aug.  5  #  Is  pleased  to  hear  “the  Dutch  Business  is  so  happily 


4.  Paris 

concluded”;  he  knew  that  Burman  would  be  unpropitious;  thanks 
Allamand  and  Van  Royen  for  their  civility  and  offers  further  introductions; 
has  a  living  Nepenthes  from  China  and  other  plants;  Konig’s  papers  and 
specimens  bequeathed  to  B.  have  arrived,  a  most  valuable  acquisition. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  77-78 

1786  Sept.  13  His  activities  in  Paris;  comments  on  “the  curious  events” 

which  brought  L’Heritier  to  London  with  such  precipitation;  is  spending 
a  fortnight  with  Broussonet,  and  is  then  proceeding  to  Genoa,  Rome  and 
Naples.  D.T.C.  5.  52-54 

5.  Revesby 
Abbey 

1786  Sept.  24*  Cannot  return  to  London  before  the  usual  time,  even 

to  see  L’Heritier’s  Herbarium,  but  as  he  will  remain  three  months,  will  see 
it  later;  encloses  letters  for  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton  and  for  Graefer  ( qq.v .); 
asks  him  to  remind  Broussonet  that  he  wants  the  nuts  of  Trapa  natans 
to  plant  at  Revesby;  Dryander  informs  him  that  [Olof]  Swartz  is  in 
London  on  his  return  from  W.  Indies.  [Smith  Mem.  1.  207.] 

Smith  MSS.  1.  83 

6.  Rome 

1787  Apl.  2  Has  seen  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton  and  Graefer;  has  also  met 

Schlanbusch,  the  Danish  Envoy,  who  is  a  zealous  botanist;  mentions 
forthcoming  publications  of  Abbe  Pacifico  and  Cyrillo;  Cavolino  is  working 
on  zoology;  enumerates  the  books  he  has  obtained  for  B.;  refers  to 
Spallanzani,  Gerard  and  Gouan;  Provence  is  a  rich  botanical  country;  has 
seen  a  new  species  of  Hypnum ;  news  of  Correia,  Jussieu,  Fontana,  Micheli, 
Batt,  E.  W.  Gray  and  Maty.  D.T.C.  5.  149-152 
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7.  Soho  Square  1787  May  1 1  *  Is  not  surprised  that  so  few  of  his  desiderata  in  books  are 

obtainable ;  hopes  that  Pacifico  will  notify  him  of  the  ship  by  which  they 
are  sent ;  the  charges  against  Spallanzani  by  Scopoli ;  to  the  surprise  of  all, 
L’Heritier  is  still  in  England,  no  longer  working  on  Dombey’s  Herbarium, 
but  buying  numerous  plants  and  books;  has  nearly  finished  Swartz’s 
valuable  Herbarium,  and  hopes  to  procure  him  an  appointment  to  go  to 
India;  E.  W.  Gray  has  succeeded  Maty  at  the  British  Museum;  news  of 
R.S.  and  the  discoveries  of  Herschel.  Smith  MSS.  1.  81-82 

8.  Genoa  x 787  July  5  He  spent  four  days  in  Pavia  and  heard  details  of  the  charge 

against  Spallanzani  as  follows:  Spallanzani  and  Scopoli  are  in  charge  of 
the  Museum  of  Pavia,  specimens  were  often  missing  and  Sp.  insinuated 
that  Sc.  ought  to  be  watched;  when  the  deficiency  became  very  great, 
Serafino  Volta  visited  Sp.’s  private  museum,  and  found  there  many 
objects  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  Pavia  Museum;  the  matter  was 
reported,  Sp.  continued  to  accuse  Sc. ;  the  Government  prevaricated,  and 
meantime  all  the  suspected  articles  were  withdrawn;  when  an  official 
inspection  was  made,  nothing  was  found,  and  the  affair  hushed  up,  but 
feeling  is  strong  in  Pavia;  he  (Smith)  met  Scopoli,  who  voluntarily  offered 
him  all  his  notes  and  was  very  civil,  but  his  work  is  inaccurate;  has  been 
determining  plants  for  the  Marquis  Durazzo ;  has  seen  Haller’s  Herbarium, 
but  it  is  ill-arranged.  D.T.C.  5.  194-197 

9.  Soho  Square  1787  Aug.  15  *  The  box  of  books  to  be  sent  by  Pacifico  has  not  arrived; 

L’Heritier  is  still  in  England  and  has  sent  for  his  draughtsman  to  draw  all 
his  new  plants  in  flower;  his  strange  and  selfish  behaviour;  warns  S.  not  to 
give  him  unrestricted  access  to  the  Herbarium  of  Linnaeus;  intends  to 
push  forward  Aiton’s  Kew  Catalogue ;  the  Queen  is  studying  Botany  under 
Aiton;  a  ship  is  being  fitted  out  for  Otaheite  to  take  Bread-fruit  to  W. 
Indies;  the  Botanic  Garden  at  St.  Vincent  prospers  and  a  new  one  is 
established  in  Bengal;  hopes  to  have  Swartz  sent  to  India  as  Konig’s 
successor.  [Smith  Mem.  1.  289.]  Smith  MSS.  1.  87-88 

10.  Paris  1787  Oct.  5  Has  returned  to  Paris  and  has  seen  Broussonet  again; 

L’Heritier’s  botanical  intrigues;  will  return  to  London  in  a  month  and 
will  go  to  Norwich  after  a  few  days  in  Chelsea;  botanical  news  and  events 
in  Paris — Desfontaines  and  Thouin,  the  Herbaria  of  Tournefort  and 
Vaillant;  the  Herbarium  of  Linnaeus  and  the  intended  Linnean  Society; 
progress  of  the  Hortus  Kewensis.  D.T.C.  5.  266-268 

11.  [Soho  Square  1795  Feb.  15]  *  Thanks  for  the  letter  explaining  Broussonet’s  retreat  to 

Gibraltar;  has  written  to  Gen.  Rainsford  on  his  behalf;  has  consulted 
Dryander  on  the  attempt  to  have  Afzelius  appointed  to  succeed  Southgate 
at  the  British  Museum,  but  considers  it  unsuitable;  there  are  other 
candidates  for  the  vacancy,  which  is  antiquarian,  not  botanical. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  89-90 

12.  [Soho  Square  1795  Apl.  16]  *  Has  written  to  the  Mayor  of  Falmouth  to  grant  a 

passport  to  Joseph  Porto  [Abbe  Correia  de  Serra]  to  come  to  London; 
encloses  a  frank  and  Correia’s  letter  in  order  that  he  may  inform  him. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  91 

13.  Soho  Square  1796  Jan.  3  *  Is  much  obliged  to  Mrs.  Smith  for  her  trouble  in  procuring 

and  sending  Norfolk  turkeys;  would  prefer  to  save  her  the  trouble  by 
paying  an  agent  to  pack  and  dispatch  them;  cannot  understand  why  the 
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poor  in  Norwich  object  to  turkeys  being  sent  out  of  the  town;  market 
price  of  turkeys;  a  former  plague-field  now  a  fertile  farm-land;  Relhan 
and  his  creditors.  Smith  MSS.  i .  92-93 

14.  Soho  Square  1796  Jan.  n  #  Is  collecting  information  about  the  recent  Earthquake 

shock;  asks  for  its  effects  in  or  East  of  Norwich.  Smith  MSS.  1.  94 

15.  Soho  Square  1796  Feb.  15  *  Sibthorp,  who  recently  died  at  Bath  has  left  by  his  will 

an  estate  of  £200  a  year  to  be  devoted  to  publishing  his  great  Flora 
Graeca  and  its  Prodromus\  on  completion  of  the  work  the  sum  is  to  be 
applied  to  a  Professorship  of  Rural  Economy  under  certain  conditions; 
Shaw  and  other  candidates  for  professorship ;  the  plague-field  and  Kett’s 
Castle.  Smith  MSS.  1.  95-96 

16.  Soho  Square  1797  Jan.  16  *  Has  delivered  the  letters  to  the  Antiquarian  Soc.  and  Mr. 

Tenant  as  requested;  Dryander  is  hard  at  work  on  the  botanical  part  of 
the  Catalogue  [of  B.’s  library] ;  is  working  through  the  Herbarium  of 
Afzelius.  Smith  MSS.  1.  97-98 

17.  Soho  Square  1797  Feb.  27  *  Answers  S.’s  questions  about  a  certain  double  Geranium; 

it  was  given  to  Lady  Banks  by  Lady  Charlotte  Murray  in  1793,  and  was 
stated  to  have  been  found  under  a  hedge  near  Athol  House. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  101 


18.  Soho  Square 


19.  Norwich 


20.  Soho  Square 


21.  Soho  Square 


22.  Soho  Square 


23.  Soho  Square 


1797  Mar.  18  *  Renews  his  thanks  for  the  regular  supply  of  turkeys ;  has 
delivered  S.’s  letter  to  Lambert,  who  is  quite  delighted  with  Lambertia ; 
opinions  of  B.,  Dryander  and  Correia  on  Banksia  pyriformis. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  1 02-1 03 

1798  Jan.  13  Asks  if  B.  still  requires  the  regular  supply  of  turkeys ;  Bracy 

Clark,  now  a  prisoner  of  war,  wants  to  procure  a  passport  to  travel  from 
Switzerland  through  France  to  England;  he  would  like  to  be  engaged  to 
explore  in  Africa.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  162-164 

1798  Jan.  14  *  Requests  Mrs.  Smith  to  continue  to  send  the  turkeys,  but 
will  gladly  pay  an  agent  to  act  under  her  superintendence;  although  it  is 
unpleasant  to  refuse  a  request,  he  cannot  recommend  Bracy  Clark  to  the 
African  Assn.,  as  he  did  Hornemann;  Hornemann’s  journey  was  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  and  of  science,  but  Clark’s  is  intended  only  for 
his  own  purposes;  he  respects  Clark’s  ability  as  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  and 
wishes  him  success.  Smith  MSS.  1.  108-109 

1798  Feb.  5  *  Has  specimens  of  Boa  bulbosa  from  many  countries,  but 
none  from  England ;  as  his  are  all  foreign  specimens,  he  is  not  sending  any, 
thinking  they  would  be  of  no  use  for  S.’s  purpose;  has  a  grass  resembling 
P.  alpina  \  comments  on  a  blunder  of  Afzelius  and  Withering;  Dryander 
has  received  S.’s  paper  and  is  doing  what  is  requested. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  99-100 

1798  Aug.  3  *  Has  sent  off  to  S.  by  wagon  the  packages  from  India;  has 
been  expecting  to  be  able  to  join  his  Regiment  [Lincolnshire  Militia],  but 
is  detained  in  London  by  experiments  in  progress  for  the  Royal  Mint  on 
alloys  of  gold,  etc. ;  hopes  before  the  autumn  to  be  able  to  botanize  in  the 
intervals  of  military  duty.  Smith  MSS.  1.  104-105 

1798  Dec.  9  *  Has  had  a  letter  from  Broussonet  at  Tangier  and  a  parcel 
of  plants  for  S.  which  he  now  sends;  is  sending  a  botanical  collector  to 
N.S.W.  [see  C  aley,  George,  No.  1 1] ;  Masson  has  sent  home  from  Canada 
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a  large  collection  of  seeds,  but  no  plants ;  has  had  letters  from  Hornemann 
from  Cairo,  sent  through  France  unopened;  he  had  been  well  treated  by 
the  French  and  was  setting  out  for  the  interior  of  Africa  in  Sept.  last. 

Smith  MSS.  i.  106-107 

24.  Soho  Square  1799  Jan.  6  *  Is  flattered  by  S.’s  dedication  to  him  of  his  Flora  Anglica 

[ Flora  Britannica  1800-04];  the  intense  cold  and  its  effects;  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire  it  split  the  trunks  of  trees ;  has  had  little  time  for  Botany  owing  to  his 
activities  on  the  Coin  Committee  [of  the  Privy  Council] ;  Dryander  is  busily 
employed  in  the  printing  of  his  library  catalogue;  hears  from  Dickson  that 
the  frost  has  done  little  damage  to  the  vegetable  market.  [ Smith  Mem. 
2.79-80.]  Smith  MSS.  1.  iio-m 

25.  Soho  Square  1799  Feb.  4  *  Has  seen  Notcut,  who  is  desirous  of  being  elected  F.R.S. ; 

whilst  he  could  have  no  objection,  he  thinks  it  would  be  advisable  to  delay 
his  candidature  until  he  has  proved  his  scientific  ability  by  communicating 
a  paper  to  R.S.  Smith  MSS.  1.  112-113 


26.  Soho  Square 


27.  [Soho  Square 


28.  Soho  Square 


29.  Soho  Square 


30.  [Soho  Square 


1800  Feb.  8  #  Has  given  Frost  an  introduction  to  Count  Rumford; 
thanks  S.  for  the  continued  supply  of  excellent  turkeys;  has  received  a 
supply  of  Eriocaulon  decangulare  which  he  will  plant  by  his  pond  and  hopes 
will  succeed  there  as  well  as  Zizaiua.  Smith  MSS.  1.  114-115 

1800  Mar.  3]  *  Again  returns  thanks  for  turkeys  sent;  Frost  was  kindly 

received  by  Count  Rumford  and  was  well  satisfied  with  his  visit ;  thinks  S. 
is  right  in  issuing  the  first  two  vols.  of  his  Flora  separately,  without  waiting 
for  the  third,  and  Withering  did  the  same ;  was  present  when  the  Mayor  of 
Norwich  was  presented  to  the  King,  who  received  him  graciously;  a  large 
Narwhal  has  been  washed  ashore  on  the  Lincolnshire  coast,  which  is  being 
sent  to  London  for  study.  Smith  MSS.  1.  116-117 

1801  Jan.  7*  Has  been  confined  by  illness;  S.’s  pamphlets  have  been 
circulated  to  their  destinations  by  his  librarian;  is  glad  to  hear  of  S.’s 
progress  with  Sibthorp’s  papers  [for  the  Prodr omus ] ;  the  French  Institut 
has  elected  as  Foreign  Members  Jefferson  [President  U.S.A.],  Haydn  and 
himself;  a  dispute  in  the  Linnean  Soc.  about  the  election  of  a  certain 
Foreign  Member,  in  which  Dryander  acted  very  properly. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  118-119 

1801  Feb.  13  *  Asks  S.  to  convey  his  thanks  to  [James]  Crowe  for  his 
gift  of  a  swan  which  made  a  royal  dish;  he  would  like  Crowe’s  advice  on 
the  management  of  the  swans  [at  Revesby] ;  refers  to  our  “Minister-Quake 
which  has  shaken  Mr.  Pitt  out  of  office”.  Smith  MSS.  1.  120 

1802]  Feb.  15  *  Sends  S.  the  contents  of  the  parcel  from  [John]  Stack- 
house  and  lends  him  Hedwig’s  book  on  Mosses;  identifies  S.’s  “enig¬ 
matical  plant”  as  Orobus  sylvaticus,  and  discusses  its  structure. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  12 1 


31.  [Soho  Square  1802  Dec.  14]  *  Lady  Banks  returns  thanks  for  the  turkeys;  botanical 

news ;  has  specimens  of  Limosella  diandra  from  Konig  and  Roxburgh,  but 
no  drawing  of  it;  asks  for  information  in  confidence  about  the  author  of 
“Peter  Porcupine’s  Letter”.  Smith  MSS.  1.  122 

32.  Norwich  1802  Dec.  16  Has  received  a  work  on  agriculture  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walker 

of  Edinburgh;  determination  of  a  plant  of  the  genus  Athamanta\  tells  B. 
in  confidence  that  “Peter  Porcupine”  is  really  Cobbett  who  is  intimate 
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with  Capt.  Woodford  and  [William]  Windham  ( q.v .),  M.P.  for  Norwich; 
believes  that  the  recent  attacks  on  B.  come  from  that  quarter;  has  never 
taken  part  in  electioneering  except  to  oppose  Windham,  who  has  stirred 
up  so  much  animosity.  D.T.C.  13.  329-331 

33.  Soho  Square  1803  Mar.  10  *  Smith’s  last  box  having  been  opened  at  the  wrong  end, 

has  only  just  found  the  letter  in  it  and  the  parcel  for  Dixon  [Dickson], 
which  has  now  been  delivered  to  him;  appreciation  of  the  gift  of  Norwich 
biscuits,  and  would  like  to  order  a  regular  supply  from  the  maker;  fears  of 
a  French  invasion.  Smith  MSS.  1.  1 23-1 24 

34.  Soho  Square  1803  Dec.  31  *  Has  been  ill  for  a  long  time  and  was  unable  to  see  Dr. 

Reeve  when  he  called;  asks  S.  to  convey  his  apologies  and  tell  Dr.  R.  that 
his  library  is  freely  at  his  disposal;  his  high  opinion  of  Dr.  Currie  of 
Liverpool  (q.v.) ;  would  much  like  to  be  acquainted  with  Roscoe ;  is  now 
rearing  turkeys  in  Lincolnshire,  but  wishes  the  supply  from  Norwich  to  be 
continued  for  the  present.  [Not  in  B.’s  handwriting.] 

Smith  MSS.  1.  125-126 

35.  Soho  Square  1804  Aug.  10  *  Would  have  been  pleased  to  recommend  [George]  Don 

to  the  King  as  gardener  for  Kensington,  but  H.M.  has  already  appointed 
Aiton  of  Kew;  William  Aiton  had  half  the  contract  for  Windsor  with  his 
brother  John,  but  he  now  gives  up  Windsor  and  has  Kew  and  Kensington; 
a  large  number  of  plants  has  reached  Kew  from  a  gardener  collecting  in 
China,  to  add  to  those  sent  from  Cayenne  and  by  Peter  Good  from  New 
Holland ;  Good  is  now  at  Sydney  with  Brown  and  Bauer. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  127 


36.  Norwich 


37.  Soho  Square 


38.  Norwich 


39.  Norwich 


1805  Feb.  12  Sends  a  suggested  title,  and  its  alteration,  of  Flora  Graeca\ 
as  he  does  not  agree  with  Platt  and  Hawkins,  they  desire  B.  to  settle  the 
matter;  Platt  thinks  he  (S.)  is  encroaching  on  the  fame  of  the  author,  but 
he  really  does  not  wish  to  plume  himself  with  Sibthorp’s  feathers; 
Hawkins  thinks  that  the  new  Grasses  should  be  given  in  an  Appendix ;  he 
is  to  give  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Royal  Institution  and  hopes  to  see  B. 
often  when  he  is  in  London.  D.T.C.  15.  282-285 

1805  Feb.  22  *  Returns  thanks  for  a  turkey  and  box  of  herrings,  which 
in  spite  of  gout,  he  has  enjoyed;  considers  the  proposed  title-page  of  Flora 
Graeca  much  too  long,  and  submits  amended  wordings  drawn  up  by 
Dryander  [these  are  in  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982,  278-279] ;  the  respective 
shares  in  the  work  by  Sibthorp  and  S.  can  be  better  elaborated  in  the 
Introduction,  where  a  full  tribute  to  Sibthorp’s  sacrifices  in  the  cause  of 
science,  etc.,  can  be  set  out.  [ Smith  Mem.  1.  548-550,  part.] 

Smith  MSS.  1.  1 29-1 30 
D.T.C.  15.  292-293 

1805  Feb.  26  Thanks  B.  for  his  attention  and  explains  that  he  had 
intended  to  write  an  introduction  on  the  lines  suggested,  but  does  not  wish 
to  lay  himself  open  to  critics  nor  to  understate  his  part  in  the  work;  is 
grateful  to  B.  and  Dryander  for  their  suggestions ;  is  now  working  upon  the 
Prodromus.  [Smith  Mem.  1.  550-552.]  Smith  MSS.  1.  131-132 

D.T.C.  15.  305-307 

1805  Oct.  26  [To  R.  A.  Salisbury  ( q.v .).]  A  long  and  severe  letter  of  allega¬ 
tions  against  Salisbury  defending  his  position  in  the  quarrel  that  has  arisen 
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between  them,  and  stating  that  in  future  he  will  communicate  with 
Salisbury  only  as  a  botanist,  not  as  a  friend.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  320-321 

D.T.C.  16.  208-212 

40.  Norwich  1806  Jan.  10-12  Details  at  length  his  quarrel  with  Salisbury,  enclosing 

copies  of  the  correspondence  between  them,  and  appealing  for  an  opinion. 
[See  Salisbury,  R.  A.,  Nos.  7,  8.]  D.T.C.  16.  192-202 

41.  Soho  Square  1806  Jan.  15  *  Has  examined  the  papers  sent,  and  finds  the  style  on  both 

sides  of  the  dispute  such  as  he  does  not  wish  to  see  any  of  his  friends  use ; 
summarizes  and  discusses  Salisbury’s  charges,  some  of  which  are  un¬ 
justified;  has  never  heard  of  Salisbury  trying  to  make  money  out  of 
botanical  books,  on  the  contrary  he  is  now  giving  financial  help  to  Hooker ; 
if  they  must  quarrel,  urges  them  to  confine  themselves  to  botanical 
subjects;  personal  altercations  will  injure  the  reputation  of  both  parties. 
[See  Salisbury,  Nos.  7,  8.]  D.T.C.  16.  220-222 

42.  Norwich  1806  Jan.  16  Thanks  B.  for  his  advice  that  he  should  not  enter  into 

controversy  with  Salisbury,  and  in  spite  of  the  malice  of  S.’s  attacks  upon 
his  botanical  works,  he  will  not  retaliate;  regrets  that  B.  has  drawn  a 
parallel  between  the  style  of  Salisbury’s  letters  and  his  own,  which  have 
been  temperately  expressed;  having  laid  the  whole  matter  before  B.  he 
feels  he  has  unburdened  himself  of  all  future  care. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35057.  81-82 
Kew:  B.C.  2.  324 
D.T.C.  16.  223-224 

43.  Soho  Square  1806  Jan.  20  *  He  did  not  draw  the  parallel  alleged  by  S.,  but  stated  his 

opinion  that  the  expressions  used  by  both  parties  were  not  as  temperate  as 
they  ought  to  have  been;  had  he  known  how  deep-seated  the  matter  was 
when  he  attempted  a  reconciliation,  he  would  have  declined  to  interfere, 
and  will  now  take  no  further  action  on  either  side;  his  advice  is  to  avoid 
personal  altercations,  but  not  to  avoid  scientific  discussion ;  though  he  does 
not  hold  Salisbury  in  the  esteem  he  formerly  did,  he  views  his  conduct  in 
a  more  favourable  light  than  Smith  does ;  returns  the  papers  asked  for. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  1 33— x 34 

1806  Jan.  24  Will  take  B.’s  advice  as  to  Salisbury,  whom  he  still  regards 
as  a  distinguished  botanist;  has  had  the  distressing  news  from  Dawson 
Turner  that  his  infant  son  has  been  burned  to  death.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  325 

D.T.C.  16.  227-230 

1807  Sept.  24  *  Is  unable  to  give  S.’s  friend  Patterson  the  information 

he  desires  about  the  King’s  Merino  Flock;  at  his  last  inspection  he 
ordered  a  ram  to  be  sold  for  25  gns.  if  a  buyer  could  be  found,  but  does  not 
know  whether  it  has  yet  been  sold ;  he  never  allows  any  to  be  sold  if  their 
wool  falls  short  of  the  standard  required  by  the  wool-stapler  who  annually 
inspects  the  flock.  Smith  MSS.  1.  135 

46.  Soho  Square  1807  Dec.  8  *  Thanks  S.  for  his  work  [Introd.  to  Physiological  Botany, 

1807];  thinks  he  places  too  much  reliance  on  the  opinions  of  [Erasmus] 
Darwin  and  Forsyth;  appreciation  of  Norfolk  turkeys;  is  pleased  to  hear 
that  further  parts  of  the  Flora  Graeca  and  Prodr omus  are  soon  to  appear; 
hopes  to  revise  the  genus  Silene  when  S.  comes  to  London ;  has  this  season 
been  free  from  gout.  Smith  MSS.  1.  136-137 


44.  Norwich 
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47.  Soho  Square  1807  Dec.  15  *  Assures  him  that  he  does  not  think  ill  of  those  who  differ 

in  opinion  from  him;  in  the  case  of  Forsyth,  diligent  enquiry  is  necessary 
into  his  pretensions  for  the  regeneration  of  old  trees;  B.  was  asked  by  the 
King  to  report  on  his  claims;  Forsyth’s  attempts  on  B.’s  trees  at  Spring 
Grove;  the  controversy  over  Forsyth’s  claims  and  Lettsom’s  part  in  it; 
a  Norfolk  dialect- word  for  the  turkey’s  nest.  Smith  MSS.  1.  138-139 

1807  Dec.  18  All  he  knows  of  the  Forsyth  controversy  is  derived  from 

Forsyth  himself  and  from  pamphlets  by  A.  Knight,  but  had  not  heard  of 
that  of  Lettsom;  has  a  high  opinion  of  Forsyth’s  ability  and  does  not  wish 
to  be  influenced  by  controversial  pamphlets;  Linnaeus  mentions  statues 
in  churches  in  Lapland  with  hollow  heads  to  hold  water  which  could  be 
made  to  trickle  through  their  eyes  as  tears ;  rejoices  at  Goodenough  being 
made  a  bishop.  Smith  MSS.  1.  140 

Soho  Square  [1807]  Dec.  19  *  Is  quite  sure  that  the  toad  found  by  S.  is  that  which  he 
knows  as  Natter  Jack  in  Lincolnshire,  which  burrows  in  the  light  mould 
of  his  cucumber  and  melon  beds ;  the  noise  made  by  these  toads  is  so  shrill 
and  loud,  that  at  Spring  Grove  it  could  be  heard  80  yards  from  the  house; 
they  are  said  to  abound  on  Putney  Common ;  hears  from  Nottingham  that 
the  Crocus  grows  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent,  but  seldom  flowers  as  the 
plants  are  cropped  by  cattle ;  the  Saffron  also  grows  there. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  141-142 

1808  July  7  *  Is  obliged  for  the  loan  of  Peter  Collinson’s  letters  to 

Linnaeus;  was  much  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  Spring  season  which 
was  then  more  mild  than  at  present ;  for  many  years  the  season  has  been 
ungenial;  it  appears  that  the  mild  springs  began  in  1749  and  lasted  36 
years,  and  the  cold  springs  have  persisted  since  for  23  years.  [Smith, 
Corr.  of  Linnaeus ,  1.  78.]  Linnaeus  Corr.  17,  Suppl. 

51.  Soho  Square  1809  Jan.  13  *  Sends  some  roots  and  runners  of  an  Irish  grass  which 

Richardson  has  written  about,  urging  its  cultivation  in  England  to  increase 
the  winter  pasture;  asks  S.  to  plant  it  and  observe  its  growth;  suspects  that 
it  is  Agrostis  stolonifera,  a  damp-loving  species;  has  been  confined  to  his 
chair  since  New  Year’s  day;  a  large  fish  55  ft.  long  cast  up  at  Orkney  last 
year  proves  to  be  a  true  fish  and  not  a  cetacean.  Smith  MSS.  1.  146 

1809  July  24  *  Is  no  longer  the  manager  of  the  King’s  Merino  Flock,  as 
ill-health  compelled  him  to  resign ;  the  only  way  of  obtaining  these  sheep 
is  to  purchase  them  at  the  Sale  which  will  be  held  at  Kew  immediately; 
the  King  has  long  since  ceased  to  give  sheep  away  as  it  was  found  that  the 
recipients  took  no  care  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  breed,  but  great  care 
is  taken  by  those  who  buy  them  at  a  high  price;  refers  him  to  Robert 
Snart  ( q.v .)  at  Windsor,  who  now  manages  the  flock. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  144-145 

53.  Soho  Square  1809  Dec.  7  *  Superiority  of  Norfolk  turkeys  over  all  others;  thanks  S. 

for  his  assistance  to  [Everard]  Home  in  his  experiments  on  digestion;  a 
quotation  from  Tuper’s  Good  Husbandry,  1557.  Smith  MSS.  1.  143 

54.  Soho  Square  1810  Dec.  28  *  Thanks  S.  for  the  Christmas  turkey  and  asks  him  to 

continue  the  weekly  supply ;  Hortus  Kewensis  is  being  continued  by  Brown 
after  the  death  of  his  friend  [Dryander] ;  Lady  Banks  is  recovering  from 
her  fever  under  the  excellent  care  of  Dr.  Maton ;  the  medicine  he  is  taking 
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55.  Soho  Square 


56.  Soho  Square 


57.  Soho  Square 
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60.  Soho  Square 


61.  Soho  Square 


62.  Soho  Square 
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continues  to  ward  off  gout  and  has  been  very  beneficial,  yet  he  cannot 
persuade  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle  [Samuel  Goodenough]  to  try  it. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  147 

1812  Jan.  27  *  Brown  is  visiting  S.  to  investigate  the  Tetradynamia,  a 
class  on  which  he  has  made  great  progress  towards  reforming  its  present 
confusion;  a  translator  of  Icelandic  books;  Wright  of  Edinburgh  informs 
him  that  they  have  found  a  satisfactory  gardener  for  the  Botanic  Garden. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  148-149 

1812  Dec.  12  *  Has  not  yet  seen  Sparshall  or  Marsh  recommended  by  S., 
but  will  always  offer  every  civility  to  his  friends ;  has  heard  that  Hooker’s 
financial  affairs  are  settled  and  that  he  intends  to  visit  Ceylon ;  Brown  and 
Aiton  are  working  vigorously  on  the  Hortus  Kewensis. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  150 

1813  Jan.  13  *  Superiority  of  small  turkeys  over  large  ones  as  table  birds; 

his  hen  roost  was  robbed,  but  it  contained  only  old  birds,  “almost  as  old 
&  I  warrant  quite  as  tough  as  their  master  would  be  either  roasted  or 
boild”.  Smith  MSS.  1.  152 

1813  July  6  *  Is  anxious  for  the  success  of  S.’s  candidature  for  the  chair 

of  Botany  at  Cambridge ;  hopes  that  his  lectures  will  lead  to  new  recruits 
in  the  science ;  has  heard  nothing  from  the  Vice-Chancellor  about  Biggs, 
whom  he  recommended  for  the  chair  of  Chemistry;  a  bad  omen,  as  it 
shows  the  inefficiency  of  offering  his  advice.  Smith  MSS.  7.  47 

1814  Dec.  9  *  Has  little  doubt  that  the  gout  medicine  is  composed  of  the 
root  of  Hermodactyls ;  the  doctor  of  Yoxford  in  Suffolk  sells  a  medicine 
similar  in  taste  and  smell  to  the  French  drug;  doubts  whether  Colchicum 
autumnale  of  Caesalpinus  is  the  same  as  the  Hermodactyl;  asks  whether 
Sibthorp’s  papers  throw  any  light  on  the  Hermodactyls  of  the  Greeks ;  is 
anxious  to  hear  news  of  the  Cambridge  professorship.  [ Smith  Mem.  2.  187.] 

Smith  MSS.  1.  154 

1815  Jan.  23  *  Will  display  the  prospectus  of  Hunt’s  [ British  Ornitho¬ 
logy]  book  at  his  Sunday  soirees  to  attract  subscribers;  he  himself  will  be  a 
subscriber;  Hooker  is  expected  daily;  hears  that  Humboldt  has  sent  him 
all  his  Mosses  on  condition  of  his  publishing  them.  Smith  MSS.  1.  155 

1815  Feb.  2  *  Hooker  has  returned  from  his  travels  and  has  taken 
possession  of  Humboldt’s  mosses  which  will  occupy  him  for  some  years ; 
was  not  aware  of  S.’s  intention  to  keep  together  the  various  collections  of 
Linnaeus,  or  he  would  not  have  encouraged  Wilkin  to  make  his  offer;  hopes 
Hunt’s  book  on  birds  will  be  useful  to  ornithologists;  the  Mauritia  palm 
of  Linnaeus  [Junior]  and  a  palm  collected  by  Humboldt. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  156-157 

1815  Mar.  18*  His  house  has  been  attacked  by  rioters;  except  for 
breaking  the  hall  door,  windows  and  furniture,  and  scattering  some  papers, 
little  damage  was  done;  the  rioters  dared  not  enter  the  house,  for  they 
would  have  been  caught  by  the  soldiers  and  hanged  as  burglars;  Lady 
Banks  and  his  sister  behaved  with  great  fortitude  and  without  fear ;  has  no 
doubt  that  the  French  medicine  is  made  of  Colchicum  and  Dr.  Wilson  of 
Yoxford  is  selling  his  tincture  as  a  Patent  Medicine;  the  two  are  identical 
in  effect.  Smith  MSS.  1.  158 
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63.  Soho  Square  1817  Jan.  15  *  Enquires  the  present  state  of  [William]  Roscoe  [after  his 

late  misfortunes]  and  whether  he  would  be  able  to  receive  a  visitor  to 
Liverpool  if  recommended  to  him.  Smith  MSS.  1.  159 

64.  Soho  Square  [1817]  June  9  *  Is  leaving  London  for  Spring  Grove  and  invites  S.  to 

dine  there;  sends  a  remittance  in  payment  for  turkeys  received. 

Smith  MSS.  1.  160 


65.  Soho  Square  1817  Dec.  25  *  Has  read  S.’s  article  on  Botany  in  the  Encyclopaedia 

Britantiica,  with  its  flattering  references  to  himself ;  admires  the  treatment 
of  Linnaeus’s  classification,  but  considers  Jussieu’s  Natural  Orders  a 
superior  system,  an  opinion  in  which  S.  will  not  concur;  “how  immense  has 
been  the  improvement  of  botany  since  I  attached  myself  to  the  study”. 
[Smith  Mem.,  1.  498-499.]  Smith  MSS.  20.  80-81 

66.  Soho  Square  1818  Jan.  10  *  Doubts  the  eligibility  of  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton  for 

election  to  R.S.  as  a  Loreign  Member,  as  his  scientific  merits  are  not  equal 
to  those  of  Hosack  and  other  Americans  who  have  been  elected ;  if  he  were 
recommended  on  the  score  of  his  presidency  of  the  New  York  Society,  the 
presidents  of  every  other  American  society  would  have  an  equal  claim; 
is  again  laid  up  with  gout.  Smith  MSS.  1.  161 


SMITH,  Sir  John,  Bart,  L.R.S.  (1744-1807) 

1.  Sydling  1783  Oct.  27  Sends  a  paper  by  a  Surgeon  of  Dorchester  on  the  effects  of 

electricity  in  the  treatment  of  a  patient,  to  be  read  before  R.S. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  151 

2.  Soho  Square  1783  Nov.  6  *  Considers  that  cases  of  the  medical  use  of  electricity  are 

not  appropriate  to  R.S.  unless  by  a  physician  who  is  a  Lellow;  suggests 
communicating  the  paper  to  one  of  the  medical  societies. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  151  (2) 


SMITH,  John  Spencer,  L.R.S.  (d.  1840).  British  Minister  to  the  Sublime  Porte. 

1.  Constanti-  1798  Aug.  25  Sends  for  R.S.  a  record  of  meteorological  observations 
nople  made  by  Butet,  a  Lrench  royalist  emigre.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  201 


SMITH,  Nathaniel  (1721-1794).  Director  of  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Bloomsbury  1789  Apl.  27  Lully  supports  B.’s  projects  for  the  cultivation  of  useful 
Square  products  in  India;  agrees  to  B.’s  proposal  that  Alexander  Duncan  should 

succeed  his  brother  John  [at  Canton]  when  he  resigns. 

Keio:  B.C.  1.  343 


2.  Bloomsbury 
Square 

3.  East  India 
House 


1789  Apl.  30  Has  given  orders  that  the  Cochineal  plant  should  be  sent 

by  the  Company’s  ships  sailing  for  India;  some  have  already  been  sent 
with  the  necessary  instructions.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  344 

1790  Mar.  12  Has  carried  out  B.’s  wishes  as  to  the  appointment  of 

Alexander  Duncan,  which  has  been  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Court  of  Directors.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  6 


SMITH,  Robert,  1st  Baron  Carrington  (1752-1838) 

1.  Wycombe  1800  Dec.  29  Sends  a  recipe  for  rice  pudding  for  poor  people;  also 
present  of  a  boar’s  head ;  refers  to  a  report  to  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

B.M.  (N.H.)  B.C.  4-5 
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Smith,  Robert,  continued 

2.  Wycombe  1801  Jan.  12  Encloses  correspondence  of  Lascelles  and  a  Frenchman, 

and  hopes  B.  will  be  present  when  the  experiment  takes  place,  as  he  does 
not  think  of  himself  as  being  of  sufficiently  high  repute ;  “  I  am  old  enough 
to  remember  the  Cock  Lane  Ghost  and  the  ridicule  which  attached 
to  Believers.”  B.M.  (. N.H .)  B.C.  6-7 

3.  St.  James’s  1804  May  9  Has  paid  his  subscription  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  memorial 

Place  to  the  Committee’s  bankers.  Wellcome ,  67766.  (20) 


SMITH,  William  (1769-1839).  Geologist 

1.  [London]  1801  June  1  Draft  of  an  agreement  to  pay  Smith  for  his  work  on  the 
strata  of  the  earth  likely  to  be  of  benefit  in  discovering  coal  mines,  quarries 
and  limestone,  and  improving  methods  of  drainage.  [Attached  is  the 
prospectus  of  a  work  entitled  “Accurate  Delineations  and  Descriptions  of 
the  Natural  Order  of  Strata  that  are  to  be  found  in  different  parts  of 
England  and  Wales,  with  Practical  Observations  thereon.”  It  was  pub¬ 
lished  with  a  somewhat  different  title  in  181 5.I  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  40-41 

D.T.C.  12.  23 


SMITH,  W.  Late  H.E.I.C.S.  Astronomer 

1.  Tewkesbury  1781  Sept.  18  Sends  two  plants  that  he  collected  in  1775  between 
Serunge  and  Brampore,  the  only  district  in  which  they  grow;  to  complete 
his  calculations,  etc.,  for  his  astronomical  observations  in  India  he  applied 
to  Dr.  Maskelyne  for  certain  information;  after  long  delay  received  an 
unsatisfactory  reply,  “an  ungenerous  curiosity”;  will  rewrite  his  observa¬ 
tions  and  send  them  to  B.,  and  leave  it  to  his  judgment  whether  they 
should  be  published  in  Phil.  Trans.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  138 


SMITH,  Sir  William  Sidney  (1764-1840).  Naval  Officer 

1.  Madrid  1788  July  23  When  in  Portugal  he  met  an  officer,  Col.  Slesser,  who  has 

been  consulted  on  the  possibility  of  sending  Spanish  sheep  to  England 
through  that  country;  he  has  obtained  the  information  and  conversed 
with  shepherds  as  to  conveying  the  sheep  over  the  mountains;  Slesser  can 
take  no  steps  until  instructed  by  B. ;  reports  success  of  the  pump  to  be 
worked  by  a  ship’s  motion,  but  intends  to  submit  it  to  a  more  thorough 
trial ;  has  been  to  Morocco  with  Consul  Matra  ( q.v .)  and  there  witnessed 
the  style  in  which  “the  Imperial  Imperious  Savage”  treats  the  Sovereigns 
of  Europe;  has  surveyed  the  vulnerable  parts  of  his  territory  if  occasion 
arises  to  punish  these  insults;  he  offered  his  services  on  the  last  occasion, 
but  the  line  of  the  politicians  was  to  pay  the  Emperor  so  generously  for  his 
insults  as  to  encourage  his  unreasonable  demands  and  confirm  his  idea 
that  we  are  afraid  of  him ;  immense  sums  have  been  spent  to  purchase  the 
promises  of  a  wretch  incapable  of  friendship  or  faith.  D.T.C.  6.  52-55 

SMITH,  W.  G. 

1.  High  Street,  1819  Apl.  7  Informs  B.  that  he  has  a  kitten  with  five  legs  and  supposed 
Marylebone  to  be  of  double  sex;  offers  to  bring  it  for  inspection.  Gunther  MS.  14.  30 

SMITHE,  Henry.  Agriculturist 

1.  Highsted  1797  Apl.  10  Sends  samples  of  different  kinds  of  wheat  in  the  culture  of 
which  he  has  made  various  experiments ;  advocates  treatment  of  soil  with 
gypsum.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  158 
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SNART,  Robert  (fl.  1797-1809).  Clerk  to  the  King’s  Farms 

1.  [Spring  1805  Aug.  24  *  He  wishes  to  settle  the  account  for  the  King’s  Spanish 


Grove] 

wool  for  the  clip  of  1804;  the  money  had  not  been  paid  when  he  last  saw 
him ;  he  will  leave  a  draft  in  the  hands  of  Dryander  at  his  library  at  Soho 
Square  if  S.  will  call  for  it ;  is  pleased  to  see  the  sheep  sell  for  so  much  more 
than  their  estimated  value ;  for  twelve  years  he  was  obliged  to  appeal  to  the 
King  to  have  patience;  this  year  the  matter  is  settled  in  favour  of  the 
Spanish  sheep  and  the  public  appreciates  the  patriotic  action  of  H.M.  in 
introducing  them ;  his  increasing  infirmities  prevent  him  from  continuing 
his  labours  in  perfecting  the  King’s  flock;  illness  has  prevented  his  pre¬ 
sence  at  the  shearing;  it  is  his  intention  to  ask  H.M.  to  place  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  flock  in  more  able  hands  than  his  own,  and  asks  him  (S.)  to 
intimate  this  on  a  favourable  opportunity.  D.T.C.  16.  114-116 

2.  Windsor 
Castle 

1806  July  29  He  is  commanded  by  the  King  to  say  that  he  hoped  B.’s 

health  would  improve  and  enable  him  to  continue  his  management  of  the 
flock  which  no  other  person  could  conduct  with  so  much  advantage ;  if  the 
continuance,  however,  will  become  irksome,  he  is  commanded  to  express 
the  unqualified  approbation  of  H.M.  of  the  zeal  and  ability  he  has  dis¬ 
played  and  thank  him  for  his  offer  of  his  advice,  which  will  be  gladly 
accepted  whenever  necessity  demands  it;  he  is  commanded  to  wait  upon 
B.  to  settle  the  account.  D.T.C.  16.  288-289 

3.  [Soho 
Square] 

1806  Aug.  1  *  Acknowledges  his  letter  of  July  29  and  requests  him  to 

convey  to  H.M.  his  appreciation  of  the  kind  and  gracious  terms  in 
which  H.M.  has  conveyed  to  him  his  approbation  of  his  past  services; 
his  health  is  better,  but  he  feels  unable  to  deal  with  the  details  that  have 
to  be  overcome,  and  has  felt  obliged  to  resign  a  charge  which  has  been 
his  chief  pleasure  and  principal  honour  for  many  years;  he  considers 
something  ought  to  be  done  for  every  person  who  has  suffered  by  the 
abominable  conduct  of  the  shepherd  last  autumn ;  he  is  ready  to  settle  the 
accounts.  D.T.C.  16.  296-298 

SNEYD,  John  (1734-1809).  Landowner  and  Botanist 

1.  London  [1: 768]  —  Regrets  he  was  unable  to  see  B.  before  his  departure;  asks  B. 


2.  Bishton 

to  buy  textiles  for  his  wife  in  China  and  Japan  if  he  visits  those  countries; 
asks  if  he  may  have  the  loan  of  B.’s  Herbarium  during  his  absence. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  31 

1 773  Jan.  9  Congratulates  B.  on  his  safe  return  from  his  voyage;  he  has 

recently  called  upon  Pennant;  a  petition  has  been  presented  to  Parliament 
for  an  Act  to  construct  a  canal  in  Staffordshire;  mentions  a  device  for 
raising  barges  without  locks;  thanks  him  for  the  use  of  his  Herbarium, 
which  he  will  return  immediately.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  30 

SNEYD  ( nee  KYNNERSLEY),  Penelope  (d.  1776).  First  wife  of  John  Sneyd. 

1.  Bishton  1768  May  21  Is  writing  on  behalf  of  her  husband  who  has  not  yet  heard 

whether  B.  will  grant  his  request  for  the  loan  of  his  Herbarium  while  he  is 
abroad;  wishes  all  success  to  the  voyage.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  25 

SNOW,  Bernard  Geary  (fl.  1801-1838).  Surgeon-Apothecary 

1.  Soho  Square  1816  Jan.  1  *  Having  been  applied  to  by  Brongniart  for  information 
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Snow,  Bernard  Geary,  continued 

concerning  the  fossil  resin  found  in  excavations  at  Highgate  Hill,  requests 
information  concerning  the  resin  and  the  geology  of  the  district. 

Dawson  MS.  46.  75 

SOCIETY  ROYALE  D ’AGRICULTURE  (Founded  1761) 


1.  Paris 

1785  Jan.  15  Informs  B.  of  his  election  as  a  member  of  the  Society;  the 

writer  describes  himself  as  “the  King’s  Commissary  over  this  Society”, 
but  his  signature  is  illegible.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  1 

SODA,  Dionisio 
1.  Naples 

1819  Apl.  14  Asks  for  B.’s  support  in  his  difficulties;  [suffers  from 

persecution  mania.]  [Latin\.  Brabourne,  1 53-154 

SODERINI,  Gian vittorio,  Count  (fl.  1787-1817).  Arboriculturalist 

1.  Soho  Square  1787  Oct.  8  Is  delivering  a  letter  from  his  friend  Lorgna  ( q.v .,  No.  2), 
who  wishes  to  know  whether  Vol.  4  [  ?  of  Memoires  Math.  &  Phys .]  would 
have  any  sale  in  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  509 

SOLANDER,  Daniel  Carl,  F.R.S.  (1736-1782).  Botanist 

1.  Rio  de  1768  Dec.  1  [To  the  Earl  of  Morton,  P.R.S.]  Gives  an  account  of  the 


Janeiro 

voyage;  at  Madeira  met  Dr.  Thomas  Heberden,  brother  of  Dr.  William 
H.,  who  is  greatly  respected  in  the  island  and  obtained  access  everywhere, 
including  the  Nunnery;  the  Governor  politely  called  upon  them;  on 
arrival  at  Rio,  the  boat  by  which  they  intended  to  go  ashore  was  stopped 
by  another  full  of  soldiers  whose  captain  was  very  insulting;  Capt.  Cook 
and  B.  both  sent  protests  to  the  Viceroy  who  replied  that  he  had  general 
orders  so  to  treat  all  foreign  ships ;  a  request  to  land  with  an  escort  was  also 
denied;  some  Spaniards  visited  the  ship  and  dined  on  board;  they  invited 
the  officers  to  accompany  them  to  the  Opera  not  knowing  they  were  thus 
detained ;  the  Spaniards  belong  to  a  packet  bound  for  Cadiz  and  offered 
to  convey  letters ;  owing  to  their  confinement  to  the  ship  B.  and  he  have 
had  no  facilities  for  Natural  History.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  34744.  38-39 

2.  London 

1773  July  9  He  fears  the  death  of  Lord  Warwick  will  deprive  B.  of  one 

of  his  companions  [in  the  Welsh  tour,  from  which  Robert  Greville  had  to 
retire  in  consequence  of  his  father’s  death] ;  [Robert]  Shuttleworth  is  also 
dead;  a  Lincolnshire  silversmith  has  called  with  some  crystals  found  in  or 
near  B.’s  estate;  he  mounted  some  of  them  in  a  jewel  and  presented  it  to 
the  Queen;  gives  an  account  of  the  cause  of  Lord  Sandwich  v.  Miller 
which  has  been  decided;  Blagden,  who  was  present,  told  him  that  it  was 
expected  that  Miss  Wray  [Reay]  would  be  called  as  a  witness;  a  German 
at  Court  was  implicated  [see  Cameron ,  258] ;  Blagden  informed  him  that 
[Jesse]  Ramsden’s  affairs  are  in  confusion;  has  called  upon  B.’s  mother 
and  sister  at  Chelsea  and  found  both  well.  D.T.C.  1.  58-59 

3.  London 

1775  June  28  He  has  seen  Gen.  Carnac  and  has  given  orders  for  the  boat 

to  be  repaired  and  sent  to  Gambier  at  Portsmouth ;  as  a  copy  of  Capt. 
Cook’s  letter  has  been  sent  to  Lord  Sandwich,  he  presumes  B.  has  seen  it; 
does  not  know  whether  Orithi  [a  S.  Sea  islander]  is  on  board,  if  so,  Omai 
wishes  he  would  live  in  the  same  lodgings  with  himself;  favourable 
reports  of  the  voyage;  Forster  has  found  260  new  plants  and  200  new 
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animals;  has  visited  Capt.  Riddell  on  board  Bessborough  at  Greenwich;  the 


4.  [London 

engravers  are  still  at  work  on  the  plates ;  gives  news  of  the  regatta  on  the 
Thames  and  of  the  City  Remonstrance  [on  the  American  war],  and  its 
unsatisfactory  reception  by  the  King.  D.T.C.  1.  91-92 

1775  Aug.  1  ?]  Capt.  Cook  has  arrived ;  he  is  well  and  gives  a  good  account 

of  his  voyage,  regretting  that  he  did  not  have  B.’s  company;  Hodges 
[artist  to  the  expedition]  has  also  called  and  showed  his  drawings ;  he  has 
seen  Cook’s  map  of  his  course;  notes  on  some  of  the  islands  visited. 

D.T.C.  1.  93-94 

5.  London 

1775  Aug.  14  Has  been  down  the  River  to  Deptford  and  Woolwich 

where  Lord  Sandwich  gave  a  party  on  board  Resolution ;  Capt.  Clements, 
Captain  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  has  just  died ;  and  Cook  has  been 
appointed  to  the  vacancy;  promotions  of  other  officers  of  the  expedition; 
Clerke  was  promised  the  command  of  the  Resolution  to  take  Omai  home 
[Clerke  commanded  Discovery  on  the  Third  Voyage] ;  the  absence  of  Omai 
and  B.  was  regretted ;  drawings  and  live-stock  exhibited  on  board ;  nearly 
all  the  officers  will  be  reappointed  for  the  next  voyage.  D.T.C.  1.  95-96 

6.  London 

1775  Aug.  22  Hurlock  has  sent  to  B.’s  house  all  the  plants  collected  at 

Tranquebar  by  the  Moravians,  a  good  collection;  several  seamen  of  the 
Resolution  have  called  to  offer  curiosities ;  Cook  has  sent  all  his  specimens 
to  his  (S.’s)  apartments  at  the  British  Museum,  among  which  are  four 
casks  containing  birds,  fishes,  etc.,  addressed  to  B.  [Extracts  in  Edw. 
Smith,  45.]  Webster  Coll.  <i6> 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  51 

7.  London 

1775  Sept.  5  Has  dined  at  Mrs.  Hackson’s  on  the  venison  sent  by  B. ; 

he  is  to  dine  to-morrow  at  Greenwich  with  Maskelyne,  Capt.  Cook,  Sir 
John  Pringle,  Roy,  etc. ;  Clerke  has  been  made  commander  of  the  Favourite 
but  is  promised  the  Resolution ;  Forster  has  called,  “he  is  of  all  the  men  I 
know  either  the  most  open  or  the  greatest  fool”  as  he  talks  too  much 
and  has  too  good  an  opinion  of  himself ;  has  brought  his  insects  for  S.  to 
select  one  specimen  of  each  for  B.  and  one  for  the  Museum ;  the  collections 
generally  are  to  be  divided  between  the  British  Museum,  R.S.,  B.,  [Marma- 
duke]  Tunstall  and  [Sir  Ashton]  Lever;  Lord  Sandwich  has  asked  Forster 
to  write  an  account  of  the  events  in  Dusky  Bay,  and  if  this  is  approved, 

F.  is  to  write  the  account  of  the  voyage,  with  half  profits  and  half  to  Capt. 
Cook;  Hodges  is  to  be  employed  by  the  Admiralty  to  finish  the  drawings ; 
news  of  the  American  War  and  the  use  of  German  troops. 

D.T.C.  1.  98-99 

8.  London 

[r  776]  July  31  Forster  desires  to  have  two  copies  of  the  prints  and  maps 

that  are  already  printed  to  take  with  him  to  the  Continent  so  as  to  arrange 
to  have  them  copied  [for  the  foreign  translations  of  Cook’s  Voyage] ;  as  the 
plates  are  the  property  of  the  Admiralty,  he  desires  an  order  from  Lord 
Sandwich  to  have  two  impressions  of  each  plate  and  map,  one  for  the 
French  edition,  the  other  for  the  German;  Baker  [S.’s  assistant  at  the 
Museum]  will  bring  the  plants  and  insects  to  B.’s  house. 

D.T.C.  1.  128-129 

9.  London 

1776  Nov.  16  Has  seen  Hodgkinson,  who  with  his  wife  and  Miss  Banks 

are  to  dine  at  Hawley’s  [all  relations  of  B.] ;  Walsh  has  made  another 
public  experiment  with  the  [Electric  Eel]  when  a  shock  was  felt  by  a 
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circle  of  71  people;  Dr.  Hope  and  Dr.  Pulteney  have  left,  and  regret  not 


ro.  London 

seeing  B. ;  Princess  Dashkova  with  Gen.  Paoli  has  called  on  B.  and  was 
very  impatient  at  not  seeing  him;  has  dined  several  times  with  Lord 
Sandwich,  where  B.’s  health  is  always  toasted;  Dr.  [Charles]  Morton  has 
been  appointed  Principal  Librarian  of  the  British  Museum;  it  is  said  Dr. 
[Richard]  Huck  is  to  marry  the  niece  of  [Admiral]  Sir  Charles  Saunders 
who  has  settled  most  of  his  fortune  on  her  [he  married  in  1777  and  took 
the  name  and  arms  of  Saunders] ;  John  Hunter  wants  live  ducks  and  geese 
for  experiments.  D.T.C.  1.  1 33-1 34 

[1778]  Aug.  11  He  has  been  informed  by  Planta  that  Sir  John  Pringle 

intends  to  resign  [the  presidency  of  R.S.]  and  that  he  has  given  hints  to 
Aubert,  but  all  the  Fellows  look  to  B.  [as  Pringle’s  successor] ;  notes  the 
excessive  rusting  of  iron  and  asks  if  B.  has  observed  it.  D.T.C.  1.  198 

11.  London 

[1778]  Aug.  17  Informs  B.  that  Sir  John  Pringle  has  certainly  canvassed 

for  Aubert;  neither  of  them  was  at  the  Mitre  [R.S.  Club]  at  the  last 
meeting;  “all  talk  of  you’’  as  Pringle’s  successor.  D.T.C.  1.  199 

12.  London 

1781  Sept.  6  A  whale  has  been  killed  above  London  Bridge;  it  was 

24  ft.  long;  it  is  Balaena  rostrata  [ =Hyperoodon  ampullatus ];  it  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  Alderman  Pugh,  an  oil-merchant,  for  £70,  and  will  be  described 
by  John  Hunter;  seven  admirals  have  called  on  Lord  Sandwich  asking  to 
be  employed;  Maty  has  told  Dryander  that  the  drawings  relating  to 
Thompson’s  paper  for  R.S.  cannot  be  found,  and  asks  if  B.  has  them;  a 
packet  has  arrived  for  B.  from  John  Alstroemer  containing  Thunberg’s 
treatise  on  Protea  [De  Protea  (Uppsala  Dissertations),  Vol.  2,  No.  2.  1781]. 

D.T.C.  2.  22-23 

SOLANDER,  Magdalena  Bostadia.  Mother  of  D.  C.  Solander 

1.  Pieta  1785  Nov.  8  As  the  mother  of  the  late  Dr.  D.  C.  Solander  thanks  B.  for 

his  gift  of  money  received  through  Consul  Grill;  describes  her  financial 
situation  and  creditors.  [Swedish.  See  also  I  dm  an,  A.  M.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  352-353 

SOLVYNS,  Mary  Ann  Greenwood.  Wife  of  Francois  B.  Solvyns,  Orientalist 

1.  Paris  1 8 1 1  Mar.  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  encouraging  letter;  since  she  returned 


2.  Paris 

to  the  Continent  everything  is  in  a  bad  way;  almost  all  the  Paris  book¬ 
sellers  have  failed,  and  her  husband  is  involved  in  their  bankruptcies,  but 
they  hope  the  embargo  will  be  lifted;  is  grateful  for  B.’s  kind  remarks  on 
her  husband’s  Hindoos ;  the  2nd  vol.  is  on  board  a  ship  at  Dunkirk  and  the 
3rd  nearly  finished;  the  sale  of  the  medicine  B.  requires  has  been  pro¬ 
hibited,  but  will  nevertheless  endeavour  to  get  it;  Malte  Brun  intends 
writing  to  B.  about  some  drawings  of  his  from  Iceland,  now  in  Paris. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  1 19-120 
1812  Mar.  27  The  Hindoos  is  complete  and  comprises  four  folio  vols. ; 

she  is  about  to  visit  England  again  and  has  obtained  an  Imperial  licence 
to  take  her  work  with  her  and  bring  back  its  value  in  colonial  productions ; 
she  has  applied  for  an  English  licence  to  await  her  at  Ostend,  but  if  there 
is  any  difficulty  she  has  asked  her  agent  to  call  on  B. ;  she  leaves  in  May 
and  will  bring  anything  that  B.  requires  from  Paris;  she  has  a  little  son 
but  cannot  bring  him  as  a  passport  would  be  refused. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  139-140 

773 


Solvyns,  Mary  Ann  Greenwood,  continued 

3.  Paris  1813  June  20  Writes  on  behalf  of  Saim-Victor  ( q.v .)  a  man  of  letters  who 

wishes  to  go  to  London ;  she  has  dissuaded  him  from  leaving  until  he  has 
permission  to  land ;  he  will  be  grateful  if  B.  can  get  him  permission  to  land 
at  Gravesend  or  Dartmouth;  sends  a  message  for  Viscountess  Kirkwall. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  156-158 


SOMERSET,  Duke  of — See  Seymour,  Edward  Adolphus. 

SONGA,  Antonio  (fl.  1772-1791).  Instrument  Maker 

1.  Warnford  St.,  1781  Apl.  2  Encloses  information  obtained  from  G.  F.  Fromond  of 

London  Milan  concerning  Rhodiola.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  49-50 

2.  Warnford  St.,  1781  Oct.  11  Encloses  seeds  of  Rhodiola  received  from  Fromond  and 

London  transcript  of  his  notes.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  51 

3.  Warnford  St.,  1791  Dec.  24  Returns  thanks  for  seeds  of  Zizania  palustr is ;  those  given 

London  by  Arthur  Young  to  Arduino  of  Padua  in  1789  vegetated  but  did  not  crop ; 

gives  a  list  of  Minerals  wanted  by  Fabbroni  {q.v.)  and  asks  B.  to  whom  he 
should  apply  to  obtain  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  119 

SONNERAT,  Pierre  (1749-1814).  Traveller  and  Explorer 

1.  Paris  1783  Apl.  12  Presents  his  Voyage  aux  Indes ,  and  reminds  B.  of  their 

meeting  at  the  Cape  in  1770;  intends  to  travel  again  to  India  and  proceed 
to  Tibet  and  Tartary;  offers  his  services  to  B.  and  R.S.;  applies  for  mem¬ 
bership  of  R.S.  and  will  present  for  its  library  his  Voyage  aux  Indes  and  his 
earlier  Voyage  a  la  Nouvelle  Guinee\  as  he  will  be  absent  several  years 
sends  25  gs.  for  a  life  subscription  to  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  228-230 

2.  Paris  1783  July  23  Thanks  B.  for  letter  brought  by  Blagden;  his  collections 

are  all  in  the  Cabinet  du  Roi  but  in  the  absence  of  Buffon  he  cannot 
obtain  any  specimens,  and  Buffon  would  probably  refuse  out  of  jealousy; 
is  sending  by  Blagden  his  two  Voyages  for  R.S.;  renews  application  for 
membership,  which  would  be  of  great  advantage  in  his  travels.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  231 

3.  Paris  1783  Nov.  12  Thanks  B.  for  his  kind  letter  but  is  vexed  that  the  rules 

prevent  his  election  to  R.S. ;  it  would  be  a  compensation  if  B.  would 
furnish  letters  of  introduction  to  the  Governors  of  the  places  he  may  visit ; 
news  from  India;  is  sending  some  plants  by  Broussonet  and  regrets  he  can 
send  none  from  his  collections  in  the  Cabinet  du  Roi;  jealousy  of  French 
scientists;  there  is  great  general  interest  in  Montgolfier’s  balloon  experi¬ 
ments;  Lavoisier’s  experiments  with  air  and  water;  death  of  D’Alembert. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  169-170 

SOTHEBY,  William,  F.R.S.  (1757-1833).  Author  and  Poet 

1.  Soho  Square  1800  Apl.  5  *  Although  ignorant  of  literary  criticism,  expresses  his 
pleasure  in  reading  the  play  sent  to  him  by  S.  which  stirred  his  imagination 
“at  the  touch  of  joy  or  woe”  as  he  read  it;  has  hitherto  “paid  more 
attention  to  the  maxims  of  Linnaeus  than  to  the  dogmas  of  Aristotle.” 

Sotheby ,  21  Nov.  1955.  21.  f.  34 
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Sotheby,  William,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1801  May  8  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  poem  with  which  he  was  much 


3.  Soho  Square 


pleased. 

1807  Mar.  25  * 
infinite  pleasure. 


Sotheby,  21  Nov.  1955.  21.  f.  41 
Returns  thanks  for  the  poem  which  he  has  read  with 

Sotheby,  21  Nov.  1955.  21.  f.  63 


2.  [Bossington 


3.  Bossington 


4.  Bossington 


SOUTH,  Thomas  (1731-1799).  High  Sheriff  of  Hampshire.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1.  Bossington  1783  Oct.  18  [To  R.  V.  Sadleir  (<?.?;.).]  Thanks  him  for  bringing  his 
discovery  to  the  notice  of  B. ;  gives  a  long  account  of  his  experiments  on 
the  weight  and  density  of  air  and  its  lifting  power ;  asserts  the  purity  of 
his  motives  and  the  heavy  expense  he  has  incurred,  but  hopes  to  convince 
B.  that  his  discovery  is  based  on  sound  philosophical  principles,  and  that 
if  the  matter  is  to  be  further  pursued,  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  a  private 
purse.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  222-224 

1783  Oct.  18]  Memorandum  for  the  information  of  B.  on  the  uses  of  his 
invention,  which  he  calls  “The  Marine  Atlas”;  claims  that  it  will  keep 
leaky  ships  afloat,  float  them  off  rocks,  sustain  them  during  the  repair  of 
shot-holes,  keep  them  upright  during  heavy  weather,  and  float  heavily- 
laden  ships  over  bars  or  in  shallow  water  without  straining,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  225 
1783  Nov.  10  Agrees  with  B.  that  the  application  of  his  invention  is  a 
matter  that  concerns  the  Admiralty  or  Merchant- Service,  but  he  would  first 
like  to  lay  it  before  R.S.  and  if  approved  by  that  body,  it  might  come  to  the 
notice  of  the  King  and  the  public  and  receive  the  necessary  support ;  offers 
to  call  upon  B.  to  hear  his  views  and  advice. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  237-238 
1783  Nov.  19  Apologizes  for  his  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  R.S.  as  a  body 
never  gives  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  an  invention ;  has  spent  nearly  £500 
on  his  experiments,  but  the  application  of  his  invention  on  a  large  scale 
is  beyond  his  means;  has  made  many  visits  to  Spithead  to  observe  the 
methods  being  applied  to  the  wreck  of  the  Royal  George,  and  sends 
memorandum  thereon  [missing].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  240-241 

1783  Nov.  29  Long  letter  of  explanation  on  a  point  in  his  memorandum 
on  the  movement  of  the  Royal  George,  which  he  believes  B.  to  have 
misunderstood.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977 .  242-244 

1783  Dec.  13  A  further  long  dissertation  on  the  Royal  George  and  the 
buoyancy  acquired  by  the  corpses  under  the  decks  as  their  gases  of  de¬ 
composition  made  them  lighter  than  water;  “Gas  Sulphuris”  used  by 
Montgolfier,  its  preparation  and  effect;  quotes  Sir  Isaac  Newton;  intends 
now  to  bring  his  invention  to  the  notice  of  the  Admiralty ;  further  intermin¬ 
able  explanation  of  his  principles  which  he  conceives  B.  to  have  mis¬ 
understood  ;  conditions  under  which  he  will  offer  his  invention. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  245-248 
1783  Dec.  16  *  Rejoices  that  he  intends  to  apply  to  Government  for  the 
prosecution  of  his  plan,  and  doubts  not  that  if  it  fulfils  his  claims  and 
expectations,  Government  will  take  it  up;  corrects  him  on  the  subject  of 
Montgolfier  and  his  “gas  sulphuris”  and  “inflammable  air”  on  which  he 
has  evidently  been  misinformed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  248  vo. 

1785  [July  1]  Has  excavated  a  malm-bank  in  accordance  with  B.’s 
suggestion ;  description  and  measurements  of  the  strata,  which  proves  that 


5.  Bossington 


6.  Bossington 


7.  [Soho 
Square] 


8.  Bossington 
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South,  Thomas, 

9.  Bossington 

10.  Bossington 

11.  Bossington 

12.  Bossington 


13.  Bossington 

14.  Bossington 

15.  Bossington 

16.  Bossington 

17.  Bossington 


continued 

these  banks  are  not,  as  B.  supposes,  barrows,  but  sedimentary  deposits; 
the  hearth,  tools  and  coins  mentioned  by  B.  were  found  near  the  surface 
when  levelling  a  marsh  for  irrigation ;  the  trials  so  far  made  of  his  invention 
have  proved  its  practicability;  the  Admiralty  have  given  every  facility,  but 
owing  to  the  stringency  of  the  times,  further  experiments  have  to  be 
abandoned.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  15-18 

1785  Dec.  2  Considers  the  flint  tools  found  in  his  excavations  were  used 
for  canoe-making;  describes  a  combat  in  which  a  large  spider  was  con¬ 
quered  and  killed  by  a  diminutive  fly.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  44-45 

[1785  Dec.  17]  Dexterity  and  caution  used  by  spiders  when  attacking 
wasps  and  bees ;  the  small  fly  mentioned  in  the  last  letter  was  as  B.  suggests, 
an  Ichneumon;  sends  the  insect  and  remains  of  the  spider,  with  a  full 
narrative  of  the  combat.  [The  narrative  is  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  244-245.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  46-47 

1786  May  8  Describes  the  effect  of  unusual  spring  weather  following 
winter  thunderstorms  on  his  fruit-trees  and  other  plants ;  sends  specimens 
of  an  insect  pest  that  does  much  damage  to  fruit-blossoms;  asks  if  the 
insects  were  known  to  Linnaeus  and  Ray ;  description  of  their  depredations. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  59-62 
1786  July  17  Thanks  B.  for  sending  him  a  French  treatise  on  raising 
sunken  ships  [Memoire  sur  un  moyen  nouveau  de  relever  un  vaisseau  sub¬ 
merge]  ;  asserts  that  the  author,  Hoffman,  is  not  the  inventor  and  believes 
a  friend  who  witnessed  his  experiments  in  Jan.  1783  of  raising  weights 
from  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  who  was  present  at  Montgolfier’s 
demonstration  in  Paris  the  following  August,  may  have  let  fall  a  remark 
about  his  use  of  netting,  etc.,  and  may  have  thus  communicated  the  idea; 
claims  priority  as  the  French  author  admits  his  contrivance  to  be  subse¬ 
quent  to,  and  in  consequence  of,  Montgolfier’s  exhibition;  desires  R.S.  to 
accept  a  full  account  of  his  researches  and  his  method  of  rendering  canvas 
air-tight  and  water-tight.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  72-75 

1786  Nov.  21  Illness  of  himself  and  his  draughtsman  has  delayed  the 
completion  of  his  memoir,  which  he  will  send  by  coach  as  soon  as  ready  to 
Dr.  Blagden  [as  Sec.  R.S.]  requesting  that  it  may  be  deposited  in  the 
Archives  of  the  Society;  application  of  his  method  of  making  canvas 
impervious,  to  agriculture,  for  rick-sheets,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  82-83 
1786  Dec.  21  Is  sending  his  memoir  as  directed  by  B.  to  Dr.  Blagden; 

begs  indulgence  for  its  imperfections.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  91 

1786  Dec.  30  Is  relieved  to  hear  of  the  safe  arrival  of  his  memoir; 
regrets  that  in  citing  the  French  work  he  mistook  Hoffman’s  title  for  the 
name  of  a  collaborator;  requests  B.  to  correct  this  blunder,  and  if  he  finds 
any  serious  mistakes  to  return  the  memoir  for  amendment  before  it  is 
submitted  to  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  92-93 

1790  June  1  Destruction  of  wall-fruit  by  insects;  has  had  30  years’ 
experience  of  cultivation;  details  of  his  methods  and  measures  taken 
against  pests.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  38-39 

[1795  Dec.  2]  Describes  a  new  plan  he  has  devised  for  ventilation  of 
ships  carrying  cargoes  of  grain  to  prevent  its  deterioration. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  31-32 
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South,  Thomas,  continued 

1 8.  Bossington  1795  Dec.  12  Futher  details  of  his  plan  for  safeguarding  grain  by 
ventilation;  asks  B.  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  39-40 


SOWERBY,  James  (1757-1822).  Botanical  Artist 

1.  Revesby  1810  Oct.  28  *  Advises  him  to  persuade  his  son  [James  de  Carle  Sowerby] 
Abbey  not  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  Librarianship  of  R.S.,  as  certain 

qualifications  are  required  which  he  lacks.  [Copied  in  1934  from  the 
original  in  the  Sowerby  Papers,  since  dispersed.]  Dawson  MS.  46.  74 

SPALLANZANI,  Abbate  Lazzaro,  F.R.S.  (1729-1799).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  Pavia  1787  Sept.  25  Has  been  the  victim  of  defamatory  attacks  by  his  enemies 

who  have  spread  slanders  concerning  him  all  over  Europe  (cf.  Scopoli, 
G.  A.,  No.  2,  and  Smith,  J.  E.,  No.  8) ;  as  F.R.S.  of  many  years’  standing 
sends  B.  a  vindication  of  his  honour  in  the  form  of  a  decree  from  H.I.M. 
[the  Emperor  Joseph  II  ( q.v.)\  and  asks  B.  to  communicate  it  to  R.S. 
[French. \  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  513 

2.  Pavia  1790  June  28  Recommends  to  B.  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  a  young  man 

who  has  just  qualified  at  Pavia,  and  intends  to  spend  some  time  in  London 
studying  medicine.  [His  name  is  not  mentioned.]  [Italian.\ 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  89 


SPARRMAN,  Andreas  (1748-1820).  African  Traveller 

1.  Dover  1776  July  22  Acknowledgement  of  note  received  from  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  112 

2.  [Stockholm]  1778  Jan.  12  Hopes  to  be  able  to  accept  B.’s  invitation  to  come  to  Eng¬ 

land  in  the  summer;  is  sending  some  dried  plants  from  the  Cape  and  some 
Buffalo  horns;  describes  Thunberg’s  journey  to  Japan  and  his  return  by 
Java  and  Ceylon  and  his  hope  to  return  in  about  a  year;  Thunberg’s 
hardships  in  Japanese  prisons  and  the  concessions  he  obtained  by  curing 
the  Japanese  of  illness;  reports  two  expeditions  in  progress  to  Mexico  and 
to  Peru ;  the  King  of  Spain  wishes  to  establish  a  Botanic  Garden  to  grow 
“all  the  plants  of  the  world”  ;  Jesuit’s  Bark  brought  by  Mutis  from  Linne. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  187-188 

SPENCER,  George  John,  2nd  Earl  Spencer,  F.R.S.  (1758-1834).  Statesman  and  Bibliophile 

1.  [Soho  Square]  1795  Dec.  10*  A  vacancy  having  occurred  at  Greenwich  Hospital  by 

the  death  of  Capt.  Hunt,  he  solicits  it  on  behalf  of  Capt.  Bligh;  Capts. 
Cook  and  Gore  were  appointed  to  Greenwich,  and  Bligh  who  served  under 
both,  has  rendered  similar  services  to  theirs;  his  services  in  saving  the 
crew  of  the  Bounty  who  did  not  mutiny  were  highly  meritorious,  as  was 
also  his  service  in  the  second  Bread-fruit  expedition;  his  health  suffered 
severely  by  exposure  when  travelling  from  the  Bounty  to  Timor,  and  he 
now  suffers  from  rheumatism  on  his  station  in  the  North  Sea;  this  applica¬ 
tion  has  not  been  solicited  by  Bligh  but  is  spontaneous  on  the  part  of  B. 

D.T.C.  9.  326-327 

2.  Admiralty  1795  Dec.  10  He  is  fully  aware  of  the  merits  of  Bligh,  but  the  vacancy 

at  Greenwich  has  already  been  filled ;  at  the  end  of  his  present  cruise,  he 
will  be  moved  to  a  larger  ship,  a  64,  which  will  be  more  commodious  and 
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Spencer,  George  John,  continued 

give  him  further  opportunities  of  serving  his  country.  [Bligh  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  command  H.M.S.  Director  which  fought  at  Camperdown.] 

D.T.C.  9.  328 

3.  [Soho  Square  1795  Dec.  11]  *  Expresses  his  gratitude  for  his  Lordship’s  attention  to 
Bligh  in  appointing  him  to  a  larger  ship ;  the  news  will  greatly  assist  in 
healing  his  spirits  wounded  by  the  unjust  treatment  by  the  relatives  of  the 
Bounty  mutineers.  D.T.C.  9.  332 

1802  Apl.  1  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  [to  discuss  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford].  Wellcome,  67766.  (51) 

1806  Aug.  9  *  Asks  his  protection  from  Lord  Howick’s  presumption,  as 
shown  by  the  letter  he  encloses  [see  Marsden,  W.,  No.  17];  reminds  him 
that  when  he  was  desired  to  try  to  procure  the  release  of  Mr.  Efgerton],  he 
informed  his  Lordship  that  if  he  could  obtain  permission  to  attribute  the 
release  of  Capt.  Milius  to  his  solicitation,  it  would  do  great  service  and  he 
was  encouraged  to  apply  to  the  Transport  Board  for  that  purpose;  the 
Board  acceded  to  his  wishes,  and  a  letter  was  written  to  the  Captain 
attributing  his  release  to  B.’s  solicitation;  the  release  of  Egerton  and 
Flinders  were  the  first-fruits  of  his  application,  the  second  crop  is  the 
subject  of  the  enclosed  letter;  he  desires  to  confer  with  his  Lordship  as 
soon  as  possible  “to  talk  over  this  very  mortifying  business”.  [Flinders 
had  not  been  released,  see  Flinders,  M.]  D.T.C.  16.  312-313 

1806  Aug.  10  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter,  but  it  was  an  enigma,  as  the 
other  letter  was  not  enclosed ;  he  is  going  to  Wimbledon  for  a  few  days,  but 
will  be  happy  to  see  B.  at  his  office  on  his  return.  D.T.C.  16.  316 

7.  Soho  Square  1806  Aug.  21  *  Is  much  obliged  to  his  Lordship  for  having  brought  the 
business  with  Lord  Howick  to  a  much  less  unpleasant  state ;  he  judges  it 
wise  to  acquiesce  in  silence  to  Lord  H.’s  refusal  of  permission  to  allow  one 
non-combatant  to  return  home  on  parole ;  requests  the  return  of  his  papers, 
which  will  be  his  voucher  for  refusing  in  future  to  interfere,  which  he  has 
done  so  successfully  in  the  past,  on  behalf  of  his  countrymen. 

D.T.C.  16.  317 

SPENCER  (wee  BINGHAM),  Lavinia,  Countess  Spencer  (1762-1831).  Wife  of  2nd  Earl  Spencer 
1.  Roehampton  1800  Oct.  5  Lord  Spencer  is  obliged  for  the  sample  of  Gomutoo 
cordage;  he  is  too  busy  to  write,  having  had  eight  Cabinet  Meetings  in 
succession;  mentions  the  cultivation  of  Indian  Flax;  “how  wonderfully 
slow  John  Bull  is  in  altering  his  old  ways!  So  much  the  better.  I  am  sick 
to  death  of  that  incessant  love  of  change  which  seems  to  possess  every 
nation  under  heaven  excepting  this  wise  and  cautious  island”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  249-250 
D.T.C .  12.  1 20-1 22 

SPENCER,  Lord  Robert  (1747-1831).  Third  son  of  3rd  Duke  of  Marlborough 

1.  Chapel  St.,  [1802]  May  25  Asks  for  printed  proposals  for  the  monument  to  the  late 
Park  Lane  Duke  of  Bedford;  requests  permission  to  see  B.’s  plants. 

Wellcome,  67766.  (7) 

SPENER,  Johann  Carl  Philipp  (1749-1827).  Bookseller  and  Publisher 

1.  Berlin  1774  Feb.  26  He  is  printing  a  German  edition  of  B.’s  Journal.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  114-117 


4.  St.  James’s 
Place 

5.  [Soho 
Square] 


6.  [Home 
Office] 


778 


Carl  Philipp,  continued 

1774  June  14  Thanks  B.  for  two  engravings  for  the  German  edition  of 
his  Journal;  he  is  also  printing  a  translation  of  Capt.  Phipps’s  voyage 
which  he  proposes  to  abridge  as  German  readers  are  not  interested  in  the 
details  of  navigation.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  118-121 

1784  Aug.  14  His  firm  [Spener  &  Haude]  thanks  B.  for  obtaining  the 
sheets  and  plates  of  Cook’s  last  voyage  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty; 
Georg  Forster,  lately  appointed  a  Privy  Councillor  to  the  King  of  Poland 
and  Professor  of  Natural  History  at  Wilna,  will  translate  Cook’s  Voyage ; 
Forster  carried  off  the  plates  and  refused  to  give  them  up,  but  thanks  to 
B.  a  set  of  plates  will  be  obtained  for  the  German  edition;  their  business 
arrangements  [in  London]  will  be  conducted  by  Zumbrock,  who  will  call 
upon  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  106-107 

1784  Oct.  14  The  orders  of  B.  have  been  fulfilled  and  the  books  sent  to 
William  Zumbrock,  to  whom  payment  should  be  made;  included  are  the 
Catalogue  of  Leipzig  Fair,  Sparrman’s  Travels  in  Africa,  Meiners’s  Travels 
in  Switzerland,  which  are  gifts;  his  firm  is  most  grateful  to  B.  for  procuring 
the  sheets  of  Cook’s  last  Voyage,  of  which  the  publication  is  delayed  by 
Forster’s  having  carried  off  the  plates,  to  replace  which  they  offer  a  price 
for  prints.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  108 

1787  Apl.  14  All  the  books  ordered  by  B.  are  at  the  binder’s  and  will  be 
sent  at  the  end  of  the  month ;  he  has  sent  two  cases  of  stones  and  petrified 
wood  found  near  the  Mineral  Springs  at  Carlsbad;  Forster  has  translated 
the  first  two  volumes  of  Cook’s  Third  Voyage  and  his  Introduction  is 
excellent;  he  will  present  B.  with  a  copy;  he  regrets  he  is  unable  to 
publish  a  German  translation  of  Bruce’s  Travels  because  of  the  intrigues 
of  a  foreign  bookseller.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  515-516 

SPIELMANN,  Jakob  Reinhold  (1722-1783).  Botanist 

1.  Strasbourg  1782  Nov.  9  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  gift  of  Reliquiae  Houstounianae ; 

promises  to  send  his  Pharmacopoeia  Generalis.  [It  was  posthumously 
published  in  1783.]  [French].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  112-113 

SPIELMANN,  Johann  Jakob  (1745-1810) 

1.  Strasbourg  1783  Sept.  12  Printed  announcement  of  the  death  of  Johann  Jakob 
Spielmann  of  a  putrid  fever  at  the  age  of  61,  after  a  career  devoted  to 
literature  and  public  service.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  232 

SPRENGEL,  Kurt  Polycarp  Joachim  (1766-1833).  Botanist 

1.  Halle  1800  Mar.  30  Sends  B.  his  account  of  the  Halle  Botanic  Garden;  asks 

for  a  copy  of  the  Bibliotheca  Banks.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  114 

SPRENGEL  0 nee  FORSTER),  Wilhelmina.  Daughter  of  J.  R.  Forster 

1.  Halle  1799  June  4  Asa  married  daughter  of  the  late  Johann  Reinhold  Forster, 

she  writes  to  express  her  gratitude  to  B.  for  his  cancellation  of  the  debt 
owing  to  him  by  her  late  father ;  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  his  library  and 
collection  of  Minerals,  together  with  a  small  pension  settled  upon  her  by 
the  King,  will  enable  her  mother  to  live  without  want.  [See  Reich ard, 
J.  F.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  486-487 


Spener,  Johann 
2.  Berlin 


3.  Berlin 


4.  Leipzig 


5.  Berlin 


779 


SPRENGLER,  Lorenz  (1722-1807).  Curator  of  Copenhagen  Museum 

1.  Copenhagen  1787  Aug.  25  Introduces  his  son  who  is  going  to  London  to  improve  his 
English;  hopes  the  plants  and  manuscripts  bequeathed  to  B.  by  Konig 
have  arrived  safely;  has  heard  from  Roxburgh  at  Tranquebar  that  he  sent 
them  by  an  English  vessel ;  two  years  before  his  death  Konig  had  sent  him 
(S.)  a  collection  of  Indian  plants  intended  for  the  Academy  of  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  ;  he  informed  the  Russian  Ambassador,  who  doubted  the  wisdom  of 
sending  them  [Konig  was  Russian-born] ;  the  collection  is  still  in  his  (S.’s) 
hands;  asks  B.  if  he  would  purchase  it  for  the  benefit  of  K.’s  son,  of  whom 
he  is  guardian;  Fabricius  suggested  that  he  should  write  to  B.  on  the 
subject.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  517-518 


SPROAT,  Robert  (fl.  1794-1802) 

1.  Honduras  1802  Mar.  5  Recalls  that  he  was  introduced  to  B.  in  1794  and  gave  him 

an  account  of  the  boiling  fountains  near  the  River  Poliah;  has  made  a 
six  weeks’  investigation  of  the  hot  springs  and  as  promised  has  collected 
all  the  local  plants ;  he  sent  half  by  Olive  Branch ,  which  was  captured,  so 
his  plants  and  the  map  and  description  of  the  hot-springs  were  lost;  the 
other  half  were  destroyed  when  the  natives  attacked  and  burned  the 
settlement ;  he  made  every  endeavour  to  obtain  the  Cochineal  food-plant, 
and  has  now  got  specimens  from  Guatemala,  but  they  were  destroyed 
through  improper  packing;  if  the  insects  with  their  food-plants  were 
collected  at  the  proper  season  they  could  be  sent  to  England.  [One  or  more 
pages  missing.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  6-7 

D.T.C.  13.  45-47 

2.  Soho  Square  1802  Aug.  27  *  Offers  on  behalf  of  H.E.I.  Co.  premiums  of  £500  if  the 

food-plants  of  the  Cochineal-Insect  arrive  in  London  in  good  condition, 
£1000  for  living  Insects  in  good  condition,  and  £1000  if  both  plants  and 
Insects  arrive  in  India  in  a  condition  to  be  propagated;  asks  the  cost  of 
sending  a  native  skilled  in  the  management  of  the  plants  and  Insects  to 
India  to  tend  them;  he  (B.)  has  no  personal  advantage,  as  all  his  services 
to  H.E.I.  Co.  are  unremunerated.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  53-54 

D.T.C.  13.  235-238 


STANDISH,  Richard  Towneley  (1740-1807) 

1.  Soho  Square  1805  June  4  *  A  fully  attended  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  has  been  held  to  consider  the  Towneley  collection;  encloses  the 
Speaker’s  letter  on  the  subject ;  he  agrees  with  him  in  hoping  that  the  family 
will  allow  the  bronzes  to  be  included  in  the  collection;  he  also  hopes  the 
family  will  not  withhold  such  documents  as  they  possess  bearing  on  the 
actual  cost  of  the  collection;  the  21  Members  who  are  to  form  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Parliament  cannot  appreciate  the  value  without  evidence; 
requests  him  to  return  the  letter  and  to  send  the  catalogue  promptly.  [See 
Abbot,  C.,  Nos.  3-12.]  D.T.C.  16.  49 


STANHOPE,  Lady  Hester  Lucy,  (1776-1839).  Oriental  Traveller 

1.  Damietta  1812  May  2  [Abstract  by  B.  of  a  letter.]  The  items  summarized  are:  her 
native  name,  “Queen  of  the  East” ;  the  horses  given  to  her  by  Abdini  Bey; 
detailed  description  of  dress,  from  the  turban  to  the  shoes;  the  Pasha 
offered  a  guard  of  1000  men  if  she  would  return  to  Egypt  in  the  winter; 
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is  about  to  embark  for  Acre  and  travel  to  Palmyra;  has  two  French 
Mamelukes  for  escort;  will  camp  in  a  tent  so  as  to  escape  the  plague  of 
bugs  and  fleas;  description  of  the  baths;  elaborate  attire  worn  by  the 
women;  the  Consuls  are  a  rascally  set  of  men  who  habitually  cheat;  has 
had  more  civility  from  French  Consuls  than  English. 

D.T.C.  1 8.  1 60-16 1 


2.  Latakia 


3.  Convent  of 
Mar  Elias 


4.  Convent  of 
Mar  Elias 


1813  July  7  Has  always  endeavoured  to  obtain  authentic  information  as 
to  the  manners,  morals  and  customs  of  the  Bedouins;  she  lived  four 
months  at  Hamma  to  cultivate  their  friendship;  spent  a  month  in  the 
desert  with  Bedouins  and  visited  the  ruins  of  Palmyra;  offers  full  informa¬ 
tion;  she  has  inspired  them  with  confidence  and  loyalty;  although  they 
are  rascals  by  profession,  they  admire  in  others  the  virtues  they  do 
not  possess;  there  is  general  astonishment  at  the  power  she  has  over 
them;  she  has  moved  freely  among  them  in  perfect  safety,  yet  Sheikh 
Ibrahim  [J.  L.  Burckhardt]  was  stripped  of  everything  he  possessed  when 
coming  from  Palmyra;  her  diet  was  chiefly  camels’  milk  and  rice;  she 
passed  some  days  in  the  tents,  where  there  was  always  feasting,  music  and 
dancing,  and  always  poets  and  story-tellers;  when  in  Egypt  she  learned 
much  about  the  plague;  it  is  now  on  the  coast  of  Syria,  and  as  no  ships 
will  call,  she  may  be  obliged  to  remain  until  the  spring. 

D.T.C.  18.  259-262 

1814  May  18  Has  had  a  severe  illness  since  last  writing;  describes  the 

Serpent  Stone  from  India;  it  is  a  composition  of  which  she  has  obtained 
the  recipe ;  in  Persia  it  has  a  reputation  for  efficacy  against  plague ;  has  tried 
it  successfully  on  a  boy;  she  has  been  given  command  of  a  village  and 
orders  issued  that  she  must  be  obeyed,  and  therefore  wishes  to  merit  the 
confidence  placed  in  her;  plague  is  a  general  name  for  many  disorders,  but 
the  bubo  is  common  to  all;  the  plague  this  year  is  a  bad  kind  and  brings 
death  in  12  to  36  hours;  describes  its  symptoms;  encloses  a  letter  from  the 
man  from  whom  she  obtained  the  recipe  for  Snake-stone  (ff.  38-39); 
suggests  that  B.  has  the  stone  made  up  in  England ;  it  cures  snake-bites  and 
the  bites  of  mad  dogs;  has  preserved  in  spirit  for  B.  three  fish  found  in  a 
spring  upon  Lebanon ;  the  fish  make  the  water  dangerous  to  drink,  for  they 
cause  it  to  be  a  powerful  aphrodisiac ;  the  spring  is  closely  watched  by  a 
guard  sent  by  the  Pasha  and  the  fish  are  therefore  difficult  to  obtain;  the 
plague  is  widespread  in  Syria  except  on  Mount  Lebanon;  intends  to 
return  to  Asia  Minor.  D.T.C.  19.  30-35 

1814  July  1  As  a  ship  of  war  lately  came  here  to  give  her  the  opportunity  of 

leaving  the  country  had  she  wished  to,  she  took  the  opportunity  of  sending 
her  letters  and  the  curious  fish  mentioned  in  her  last  and  various  other 
articles  for  B. ;  she  hopes  the  plague  will  have  abated  in  time  to  allow  of  her 
intended  journey  in  search  of  an  extraordinary  tree  and  several  other 
things ;  a  Syrian  general  and  a  large  body  of  troops  have  proposed  to  meet 
her  at  Balbeck  on  their  return  from  Jerusalem,  Nablous,  etc.,  and  there 
will  be  a  great  feast  if  the  plague  does  not  prevent  it;  at  Damascus  100,000 
people  have  died  and  300,000  at  Constantinople,  but  it  is  diminishing  on 
the  coast  and  is  invading  the  Greek  islands;  has  heard  from  a  friend  that 
Sheikh  Ibrahim,  who  was  in  Egypt  last  October,  got  as  far  as  the  Kingdom 
of  Dongola  and  made  some  interesting  discoveries  in  plants  and  minerals ; 
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she  intends  to  follow  his  footsteps  and  also  to  reach  the  coast  of  Africa ;  she 
has  heard  from  Sir  Sidney  Smith ;  the  little  boy  whom  she  cured  of  plague 
has  been  to  see  her.  D.T.C.  19.  42-44 

1815  Apl.  —  She  has  seen  a  curious  document  indicating  buried 
treasure  in  Palestine ;  having  made  it  known  to  the  Porte,  he  sent  a  con¬ 
fidential  messenger  to  investigate ;  she  went  with  him  to  Ascalon,  but  the 
mosque  in  which  the  treasure  was  said  to  be  hidden  is  no  longer  standing ; 
one  wall  of  the  building  which  had  been  mosque,  church  and  temple, 
remained  and,  tracing  the  foundations  of  walls  from  this,  she  dug  for 
several  days  within  them;  the  underground  crypt  was  found,  but  it  had 
been  rifled ;  in  the  course  of  digging  a  number  of  columns,  pavements  and 
a  headless  colossal  statue  were  found ;  the  authenticity  of  the  document  is 
undoubted,  but  so  many  centuries  have  elapsed  since  the  Christians  hid 
treasure  there,  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  has  disappeared. 

D.T.C.  19.  147-148 

1815  May  7  [To  Joseph  Fox.]  Admires  his  philanthropic  activities; 
correspondence  is  difficult  owing  to  plague,  but  he  has  doubtless  heard  of 
her  from  her  brother,  B.,  and  Bruce,  who  will  give  the  history  of  her 
travels ;  she  has  been  universally  well  received,  and  travellers  generally  do 
not  stay  long  enough  to  find  out  the  true  character  of  the  Arabs;  the 
climate  is  delightful;  dislikes  England,  where  poverty  is  treated  as  a 
disgrace  and  talents  and  genius  neglected;  “it  is  the  fashion  here  to  cut 
off  a  few  heads”,  but  there  are  not  half  the  crimes  and  murders  that 
happen  daily  in  England ;  she  has  spent  some  time  in  the  desert  camping 
near  the  ruins  of  Ascalon,  but  was  perfectly  at  ease,  with  Arab  tribes  on 
one  side  and  Bedouins  on  the  other;  the  chief  of  4,000  Bedouins  sent  her 
an  Arab  mare  as  a  token  of  respect;  sends  this  letter  by  a  young  Greek, 
Georgio,  who  will  give  fuller  information;  she  would  wish  him  to  be 
shown  Lancaster’s  school  and  other  institutions ;  considers  the  Greeks  far 
worse  than  the  Turks.  D.T.C.  19.  149-153 

1815  June  29  Regrets  she  has  been  unable  to  obtain  the  plant  [Hermo- 
dactyl]  B.  asked  for  in  time  to  send  it  by  Georgio,  a  Greek  in  her  service, 
who  is  coming  to  England;  she  made  endeavours  to  find  out  about  the 
plant  from  doctors  and  herbalists,  but  the  one  man  who  could  have  told 
her  is  locked  up  in  his  house  with  plague;  the  plant  is  found  abundantly 
in  Mesopotamia  and  is  used  externally  for  pains  in  the  joints ;  describes  the 
objects  she  is  sending  by  Georgio:  acorns  from  the  Lebanon  oak,  petrified 
fish,  a  fish  that  produces  the  Tyrian  dye,  a  bottle  of  a  wonderful  secret 
medicine  made  for  the  Sultan’s  use,  etc. ;  describes  the  character  of  Georgio 
and  her  opinion  of  the  Greeks ;  a  letter  just  received  from  the  Pasha’s 
physician  concerning  Hermodactyls  is  enclosed.  [See  Morado.] 

D.T.C.  19.  159-162 

1815  Sept.  3  Has  obtained  interesting  information  about  Abyssinia  from 
a  native,  which  she  will  communicate  to  B.  later;  is  distressed  by  the  news 
sent  [by  her  brother]  James  of  the  ill-health  of  Gen.  Grenville,  who  suffers 
from  gravel;  she  sends  a  recipe  used  at  Lebanon  with  wonderful  effect; 
Grenville  has  been  infinitely  kind  to  [her  brother]  James  and  [her  late 
brother]  Charles  owed  everything  to  him;  she  sends  B.  a  quantity  of  roots 
[of  Hermodactyl]  to  experiment  with  and  in  a  month  will  send  some  from 
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Egypt  with  the  opinion  of  Arab  and  Turkish  doctors;  none  of  them  knows 
the  meaning  of  gout,  so  the  information  of  such  ignorant  people  is  of  little 
value;  suggests  that  B.  should  have  a  room  in  his  house  converted  into  a 
Turkish  bath;  Ibrahim  [Pasha]  has  been  to  Mecca.  D.T.C.  19.  185-189 
9.  Mount  1815  Nov.  19  Hopes  B.  will  soon  receive  the  roots  she  sent  and  that  they 

Lebanon  will  bring  the  good  he  hopes  to  derive  from  them ;  is  greatly  shocked  by  the 

murder  of  a  French  traveller,  a  philanthropist  and  a  philosopher  [Col. 
Boutin] ;  he  was  a  most  enlightened  man  and  a  great  friend ;  by  this  time 
B.  will  have  received  the  curiosities  she  sent  by  Georgio,  including  the 
stone  used  for  snake-bite  and  which  she  used  successfully  for  plague ;  it  is, 
as  B.  rightly  said,  prepared  from  the  horn  of  a  stag;  has  not  seen  Dr. 
Maclean,  who  came  out  to  treat  the  plague ;  Mohammed  Ali  is  disgusted 
at  the  failure  of  his  machine  to  raise  water  from  the  Nile  [set  up  by  Belzoni] ; 
sends  a  jar  of  aromatic  honey  for  Gen.  Grenville  and  one  for  B. 

D.T.C.  19.  213-217 


10.  Mount  1817  Jan.  3  Regrets  to  learn  from  Georgio  who  returned  in  Nov.,  of  B.’s 

Lebanon  indisposition;  she  has  sent  three  boxes  of  [Hermodactyl]  roots,  but  fears 

some  must  be  lost,  also  some  Lebanon  honey;  is  trying  to  obtain  the  true 
Mandrake  of  the  Bible;  has  had  a  reassuring  letter  from  Gen.  Grenville 
about  his  health;  has  heard  with  great  regret  of  the  death  of  [Joseph]  Fox; 
she  has  great  respect  for  Sheikh  Ibrahim  [J.  L.  Burckhardt]  as  a  traveller, 
but  dislikes  his  character,  which  she  thinks  full  of  envy,  malice  and  in¬ 
sincerity;  she  intensely  dislikes  William  Bankes.  [Attached  are  three 
accounts  in  French,  translated  from  the  Arabic,  of  the  nature  and  virtues 
of  Hermodactyls  (ff.  5-9).]  D.T.C.  20.  1-4 


STANHOPE,  Walter  Spencer  (1749-1821) 

1.  [London  1798  Apl.  3]  He  has  called  upon  B.  to  leave  the  enclosed  letter  [see 

Beckett,  Joseph],  on  the  subject  of  the  frauds  committed  by  R.  A. 
Salisbury;  if  B.  can  give  any  assistance  it  will  be  considered  an  act  of  great 
friendship.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  259 

2.  Soho  Square  1798  Apl.  4  *  He  was  not  unprepared  for  the  news  of  Salisbury,  which 

he  greatly  regrets;  whilst  his  crimes  are  past  palliation  he  thinks  the 
attitude  of  Salisbury’s  father-in-law  (Staniforth)  more  like  that  of  a 
magistrate  than  of  a  relative;  he  has  spoken  to  Dryander  who  knows 
nothing  of  the  natural  child  referred  to;  Salisbury’s  collections  are  cer¬ 
tainly  valuable,  but  he  cannot  assist  in  the  sale  of  them.  [The  original  of 
this  letter  is  in  Henry  Sotheran’s  Cat.  913.  (1956),  793.  See  also  Appendix 
No.  14.]  D.T.C.  10  (2).  263-264 

Thomas.  Army  Officer 

1798  June  19  In  B.’s  absence,  he  has  sole  command  of  the  Company  [of 
Lines.  Supplemental  Militia] ;  requests  that  in  accordance  with  Army 
custom  he  may  have  the  payment  [i.e.  paymastership]  and  its  emoluments 
which  are  now  held  by  an  officer  of  another  Company. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  152 
1798  June  25  Refers  to  his  previous  letter  and  states  that  he  laid  his  case 
before  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  whose  reply  he  encloses.  [Enclosure 
missing.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  157 
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1798  June  28  *  Is  ignorant  of  military  etiquette  but  will  inform  himself 
when  he  joins  the  Regiment  after  his  business  in  London  is  finished;  he 
disputes  the  claim  as  one  of  right,  but  feels  disposed  to  give  it  to  the 
Subaltern  commanding.  [.See  Hobart,  George,  No.  4.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  153 
1798  July  1  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter,  and  explains  he  does  not  make  his 
claim  a  matter  of  right,  but  based  on  custom  and  fairness,  since  he  as 
officer  commanding  is  responsible.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  158 

1798  July  18  *  Having  made  enquiries,  thinks  he  is  misinformed  and 
that  the  C.O.  can  choose  whom  he  pleases  to  pay  his  Company;  whatever 
he  may  do  when  he  joins  his  Regiment,  he  does  not  wish  at  present  to 
alter  the  arrangement  made  for  him  by  his  friends. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  158  vo. 

STARMAN,  John  William 

1.  Virginia  1800  May  5  Sends  B.  a  letter  from  Theophylact  Bache  {q.v.)  of  New  York; 

Coffee-House  there  is  a  parcel  addressed  to  B.  in  the  ship  Maria  in  the  docks,  which  he 
cannot  obtain  without  a  permit  from  the  Custom  House.  [Note  by  B., 
“Wrote  to  Maclean  May  7”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  239 


[Soho 

Square] 


4.  Norwich 


[Soho 

Square] 


STAUNTON,  Sir  George  Leonard,  1st  Bart.  (1737-1801).  Diplomatist 

1792  Aug.  18  *  Presents  a  copy  of  Kaempfer’s  leones  and  some  notes  on 
botany  and  horticulture  for  the  information  of  Lord  Macartney  and  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the  staff  best  able  to  make  use  of 
them;  Ipecacuanha,  a  valuable  part  of  the  Materia  Medica,  is  still  little 
known  and  botanists  are  ignorant  as  to  which  Order  of  plants  it  belongs; 
Governor  Phillip  procured  for  him  specimens  of  two  kinds  which  differ 
widely,  but  he  sent  only  the  leaves  and  roots,  and  without  the  flowers  and 
fruits,  the  specific  characters  cannot  be  investigated ;  he  would  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  Dr.  Gillan  and  Dr.  Scott  from  time  to  time  of  their  progress 
in  their  respective  spheres.  D.T.C.  8.  68-70 

1792  Aug.  18]  #  Hints  on  the  subject  of  Gardening  suggested  to  the 
Gentlemen  who  attend  the  Embassy  to  China.  Linnean  Soc.  Archives 
July  27  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  acceptable  present  of  his  book  [An 
authentic  account  of  the  Embassy  .  .  .  to  the  Emperor  of  China ,  2  vols.,  1797] ; 
he  regrets  that  he  was  not  able  to  be  more  useful  during  its  preparation. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  17 
D.T.C.  10  (2).  104 

STAUNTON,  Sir  George  Thomas,  2nd  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1781-1859).  Orientalist 

1.  Soho  Square  1805  Apl.  12  *  Solicits  his  protection  and  assistance  for  the  botanist 

[William]  Kerr  (q.v.),  who  has  been  sent  to  China  by  the  King’s  command 
to  collect  plants  for  Kew  Gardens;  he  has  instructions  to  enquire  parti¬ 
cularly  into  the  agricultural  methods  of  China,  especially  the  economical 
method  of  manuring  employed  there;  Lady  Banks  requests  that  he  will 
bear  in  mind  her  collection  and  send  her  “any  Piece  of  odd,  unusual,  old 
or  middle-aged  China”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  19 

D.T.C.  15.  344-345 

2.  Canton  1806  Feb.  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  of  12th  Apl.,  which  did  not  arrive 

until  December;  he  cannot  learn  much  about  the  country  as  he  and  his 
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Staunton,  Sir  George  Thomas,  continued 

party  are  secluded  at  Canton  and  “so  embarrassed  by  the  jealousy  of  the 
upper  ranks  of  Chinese  and  the  ignorance  of  the  lower”;  thinks  another 
diplomatic  mission  to  Pekin  may  be  attempted  in  which  case  he  might  be 
better  able  to  be  of  use  to  the  botanist,  Kerr;  he  will  endeavour  to  obtain 
information  as  to  Chinese  agricultural  methods;  Jenner’s  vaccine  inocula¬ 
tion  has  been  introduced  into  China,  and  to  overcome  the  prejudice 
against  all  innovations,  a  pamphlet  has  been  written  by  Pearson,  Surgeon 
to  the  Factory,  and  he  (S.)  has  translated  it  into  Chinese ;  sends  two  copies, 
one  for  R.S. ;  has  sent  a  case  of  China  cups  for  Lady  Banks. 

D.T.C.  16.  232-234 

3.  Soho  Square  1806  May  7  *  Introduces  the  bearer,  Thomas  Manning^.?;.),  who  desires 
to  travel  in  China  in  order  to  gain  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the 
manners  and  customs  of  “that  enigmatic  nation”,  to  acquire  which  he  is 
ready  to  face  all  dangers  and  obstacles;  recommends  him  as  a  man  of 
whose  character  and  abilities  he  has  the  highest  opinion ;  Lord  Macartney 
is  dead,  but  he  has  heard  nothing  about  his  manuscripts,  which  would  be 
of  public  interest  if  printed;  Flinders  is  a  prisoner  in  the  Isle  de  France, 
detained  by  the  French,  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nations;  Brown  and 
Bauer  have  returned  with  a  rich  harvest  of  specimens  and  drawings; 
understands  a  missionary  is  to  visit  China,  who  belongs  to  the  sect  of 
Eclectics;  “my  own  opinion  leans  to  the  probability  of  his  obtaining  the 
Crown  of  Martyrdom  much  more  readily  than  a  single  convert  to  the 
Cross”.  [Part  in  Edw.  Smith ,  270.]  D.T.C.  16.  265-267 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  Soho  Square 


6.  Soho  Square 


1807  Jan.  24  *  Recommends  to  his  friendly  countenance  and  aid  the 
Rev.  [Robert]  Morrison;  his  first  object  is  to  extend  his  already  great 
knowledge  of  the  Chinese  language,  which  he  has  acquired  in  spite  of 
great  disadvantages;  his  ultimate  aim  is  religious,  but  whether  he  will  be 
permitted  to  reside  at  Canton  or  Macao,  is  not  for  him  to  judge ;  Lady 
Banks  is  delighted  with  his  gift  of  china;  he  (B.)  is  confined  to  bed  by 
gout.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  8 

D.T.C.  17.  5 

1807  Mar.  —  *  Lady  Banks  returns  her  best  thanks  for  his  gift  and  is 
delighted  with  the  modern  chinaware ;  he  believed  the  art  was  lost  and  had 
no  idea  such  ware  could  be  made;  with  the  chinaware  of  the  Duchess  of 
Portland,  a  paper  was  found  written  by  the  Chinaman  who  was  in  England 
in  1770,  by  which  they  have  learned  to  recognize  from  the  marks  the  time 
and  place  of  manufacture;  asks  for  information  about  the  Dynasties  and 
ware  characteristic  of  each ;  and  as  to  the  prices  which  the  old  china  fetches, 
there  is  a  tradition  that  the  great  Duchess  of  Marlborough  paid  ^1500  for 
3  jars  and  2  beakers;  asks  also  about  the  uses  to  which  the  various  kinds  of 
vessels  were  put.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  28 

D.T.C.  17.  35-38 

1809  July  12  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  manuscript  he  has  kindly  com¬ 
posed  and  sent  him ;  no  one  in  Europe  could  have  given  him  the  informa¬ 
tion  it  contains ;  it  is  extremely  interesting  to  him  and  enlarges  the  sphere 
of  Lady  Banks’s  amusement  [i.e.  collecting  chinaware] ;  asks  why  De 
Guignes  makes  seven  emperors  for  the  present  dynasty  and  changes  the 
names  of  some  of  them.  D.T.C.  17.  31 1 
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7.  Soho  Square  1810  Apl.  22*  Requests  him  to  give  the  enclosed  letter  to  Carr  [William 

Kerr],  and  recommends  him  to  a  continuance  of  the  good  offices  he  has 
already  received;  wishes  S.  a  prosperous  voyage  and  speedy  return,  for 
“literature  has  need  of  you  here  &  will  not  brook  your  being  too  long 
employd  in  pursuit  of  wealth”.  D.T.C.  18.  15 

8.  [Revesby  1810  Sept.  — ]  *  Encloses  an  order  for  the  two  books  he  wishes  to 

Abbey  borrow ;  he  asks  for  no  security  for  their  return,  knowing  that  he  will  fulfil 

his  obligations ;  wishes  him  good  fortune  on  his  voyage  and  in  China  and 
hopes  he  may  return  again  soon  to  his  friends  here.  [S.  was  on  leave  in 
England  and  about  to  return  to  China.]  D.T.C.  18.  34 


9.  Soho  Square 


10.  Soho  Square 


11.  Devonshire 
Street 

12.  Soho  Square 


1811  Dec.  2  *  Sends  by  Capt.  Birch  Remusat’s  Essay  on  the  Chinese 

Language  which  he  received  from  the  author  with  S.’s  address  on  it; 
Kerr  has  been  sent  to  Ceylon  in  charge  of  the  Botanic  Garden  there ;  he  has 
made  great  additions  to  Kew,  and  he  is  very  grateful  to  the  Board  of 
Supercargoes  who  gave  facilities  for  transport ;  he  deplores  that  the  King’s 
illness  prevents  him  from  taking  pleasure  in  his  former  pursuits;  to  Kew 
the  first-fruits  of  Kerr’s  collections  were  sent  before  anyone  else  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  see  them ;  his  sister  wishes  to  obtain  some  of  the  tinder  used  by 
the  Chinese  for  lighting  their  pipes,  requests  that  he  will  assist  Capt.  Birch 
to  procure  1  lb.  of  it.  D.T.C.  18.  113-114 

1812  Mar.  17  *  Introduces  the  bearer,  John  Reeves  ( q.v .);  the  news  has 

been  received  with  pleasure  that  one  of  the  friendly  Mandarins  who  ac¬ 
companied  Lord  Macartney  to  Canton  has  succeeded  to  the  office  of 
Viceroy  and  has  renewed  his  ancient  friendship ;  has  heard  from  [Thomas] 
Manning  [see  No.  3]  that  he  has  obtained  a  passport  to  Lhasa;  he  will 
attempt  to  go  from  thence  to  China,  so  he  may  appear  in  Canton ;  he  has 
acquired  a  great  knowledge  of  the  language;  the  R.S.  is  flourishing,  and 
the  Secretary,  Davy,  said  to  be  on  the  point  of  marrying  a  rich  and  hand¬ 
some  widow.  D.T.C.  18.  153-154 

1812  May  27  As  requested,  he  encloses  Kerr’s  receipt  for  his  salary  for 
his  last  season  in  China.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  35 

1812  May  28  *  Returns  Kerr’s  account  and  a  draft  for  £100  which  S. 
kindly  advanced  to  him ;  he  does  not  consider  that  the  bare  repayment  of 
the  capital  sum  is  sufficient  and  thinks  himself  indebted  for  interest  and 
exchange,  as  he  does  not  wish  any  friend  of  his  to  be  a  loser  by  such  acts 
of  kindness,  and  asks  what  sum  he  ought  to  remit.  D.T.C.  18.  162 


STEBBING,  Rev.  Henry,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1716-1787).  Preacher  at  Gray’s  Inn 

1.  Gray’s  Inn  1783  Dec.  31  At  the  last  two  meetings  of  R.S.  he  has  been  distressed  by 
the  treatment  of  the  President,  and  still  more  by  the  misrepresentations  in 
the  public  newspapers.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  1 

STEEL,  John.  Bailiff  and  Under-Steward  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks’s  Estates 

1.  [Soho  1791  Nov.  5  *  Detailed  instructions  as  to  S.’s  duties;  he  is  to  be  re- 

Square]  sponsible,  under  Mr.  [Benjamin]  Stephenson,  for  everything  at  Revesby, 

especially  as  regards  the  stables,  kennels,  fish-ponds,  and  poultry. 

Hill  Coll.  3.  18 
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2.  [Soho  Square  1791]  — *  Instructions  to  S.  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  Lincolnshire 

estates  and  to  receive  rents  with  [James]  Roberts  ( q.v .),  who  will  attend 
on  rent-days,  also  to  keep  Horncastle  Market.  Hill  Coll.  3.  17 

3.  Mareham  1792  Jan.  28  Letter  written  and  signed  by  John  Steel  for  Benjamin 

Stephenson  ( q.v .,  No.  n)  who  is  unable  to  write  owing  to  gout. 

Hill  Coll.  4.  22 


STEELE,  Andrew  (1759-1832).  Clerk  to  the  Signet 

1.  Edinburgh  1802  Oct.  8  Records  the  case  of  a  Cuckoo  taken  from  a  Wagtail’s  nest 
and  reared  by  hand,  and  the  large  quantity  of  food  it  consumed ;  mentions 
experiments  made  on  the  survival  of  snails  kept  for  long  periods  without 
food.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  64-65 


STEELE,  Joshua 

1.  Margaret 
Street 
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3.  London 


4.  [Barbados] 
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8.  Barbados 


(1700-1796).  Founder  and  President,  Society  of  Arts  of  Barbados 

[1772  — ]  Gives  the  musical  evaluation  of  the  Pipes  and  Flute  brought 

by  B.  from  Otaheite;  in  the  latter,  the  tones  are  one  semitone  distance  from 
each  other.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  249 

1779  June  3  The  Society  of  Arts  [of  London]  has  appointed  a  Committee 
to  make  experiments  with  a  new  Pendulum  apparatus  and  he  requests  B.’s 
assistance.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  100 

1779  Nov.  28  On  the  subject  of  Standard  Weights  and  Measures,  he 
would  like  to  see  standards  set  up  for  Tastes  and  Smells  like  those  for 
Colours  and  Sounds;  he  refers  to  the  reports  of  the  Society  of  Arts  on 
various  appliances  submitted.  [In  1775,  he  published  An  Essay  towards 
establishing  the  Melody  and  Measure  of  Speech .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  hi 

1780  —  Sends  to  B.,  preserved  in  spirit,  a  very  strange  Caterpillar;  gives 

a  description  of  it;  there  is  a  large  Butterfly  which  is  said  to  turn  itself  into 
a  Bat.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  124 

1781  July  14  Informs  B.  that  a  society  has  been  formed  in  Barbados  for 
the  encouragement  of  Natural  History  and  of  useful  arts  and  manufactures 
[exactly  on  the  model  of  the  Society  of  Arts  in  London] ;  the  Society  as 
such  desires  to  become  an  Honorary  Corresponding  Member  of  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  135 

1783  June  22  He  regrets  that  his  society  cannot,  as  a  corporate  body, 
become  a  Corresponding  Member  of  R.S.,  but  as  individuals,  the  members 
will  be  ready  to  correspond  on  matters  of  scientific  interest. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  204 

1786  June  20  He  is  sending  some  Aloe  plants  with  remarks  on  a  method 
of  preparing  the  juice  commercially;  discusses  the  use  of  Charcoal  as  an 
absorber  of  vapours  during  distillation  of  spirit ;  he  desires  to  obtain  living 
plants  from  the  East  Indies  likely  to  thrive  in  Barbados,  such  as  Cinnamon, 
Camphor,  Clove,  Nutmeg  and  Pepper;  gives  a  description  of  his  estates, 
with  a  general  account  of  the  ownership  and  yield  of  plantations,  trade 
restrictions  and  taxation,  climate,  health  and  longevity  of  the  inhabitants. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  70-71 

1787  June  14  Introduces  Mr.  Langton  Millington  who  is  coming  to 
England;  he  is  a  man  of  considerable  property  in  the  island  and  has 
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scientific  tastes ;  discusses  the  obstruction  that  exists  in  England  to  methods 
of  finding  employment  for  the  poor.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  13 1 

1787  Dec.  7  Reports  that  the  Camphor  tree  sent  by  B.  has  arrived  in 
good  condition  and  has  been  established  with  minute  attention  to  B.’s 
directions ;  describes  the  precautions  that  have  been  taken  for  its  safety  and 
progress ;  he  hopes  to  receive  Bread-fruit  trees ;  rumours  of  war. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  159 

1788  Nov.  22  Describes  the  progress  of  the  Camphor  tree ;  he  has  sent  to 

[Alexander]  Anderson  ( q.v .)  of  St.  Vincent  an  extract  from  B.’s  letter  about 
the  Mango  tree  and  other  plants  [see  Lewis,  M.,  No.  i] ;  he  wishes  to 
introduce  the  Larch;  he  has  planted  seeds  of  Rice  from  Sumatra;  the  Flax 
and  Hemp  seeds  did  not  grow;  asks  B.’s  advice  as  to  introducing  Rheum 
palmatum.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  210 

1789  May  16  Introduces  his  friend  Mr.  [Edward]  Ellcock  {q.v.)  who  is 
about  to  visit  England ;  he  is  an  estate  owner  and  a  keen  botanist ;  he  wishes 
to  visit  Kew  and  to  obtain  information  about  plants  suitable  for  ac¬ 
climatization;  enumerates  the  Trees  and  Spices  already  growing  on  the 
island,  but  he  wishes  for  other  kinds  also. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  242-243 

1790  May  24  He  has  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the  loss  of  the  Bread-fruit 

ship  [ Bounty ] ;  discusses  the  negro  question  and  sends  a  pamphlet  the 
principles  of  which  he  has  followed  with  success;  the  bearer  of  this  letter 
is  Richard  Haynes,  the  son  of  a  planter,  who  is  coming  to  England  to  study 
medicine  and  desires  introductions  to  Sir  George  Parker  and  Dr.  Huck 
Saunders.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  34 

1793  May  27  Reports  that  his  Camphor  tree  is  thriving,  but  has  not  yet 
flowered;  he  will  attempt  to  propagate  it  by  cuttings;  he  has  received  news 
of  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Bligh  at  St.  Vincent  in  the  Providence  with  a  cargo 
of  Bread-fruit  trees.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  35 

D.T.C.  8.  208-209 

STEEVENS,  George,  F.R.S.  (1736-1800).  Shakespearian  Scholar 

1.  Hampstead  1784  June  5  Returns  thanks  for  the  information  sent,  which  will  be 
immediately  communicated  to  his  successor  in  the  task  of  publishing 
Shakespeare’s  works;  he  declares  that  B.’s  remarks  are  decisive,  and 
establish  the  true  reading.  D.T.C.  4.  31 

STENGEL,  Stephanus  von.  Mathematician 

1.  Mannheim  1784  Sept.  27  Asks  B.  to  send  to  the  Academia  Electoralis  Scientiarum 
any  literature  published  in  England  or  elsewhere  relating  to  Prince  Rupert, 
brother  of  the  Elector  Palatine,  Carl  Ludwig.  [Latin.) 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  1 

STEPHENS,  James 

1.  Camerton  1794  June  11  Informs  him  that  Sterculia  platatiifolia  is  in  full  bloom  in 

House,  nr.  his  stove-house  and  offers  a  specimen  to  B. ;  it  has  flowered  once  before  in 
Bath  the  stove-house  of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  at  Farnham,  but  is  very  rare ; 

there  is  a  large  plant  in  the  garden  at  Caserta.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  267 
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2.  Camerton 
House 


3.  Camerton 
House 


1794  June  27  Has  sent  a  specimen  to  B.  by  coach;  his  stove-house  was 
built  on  an  excellent  plan  under  the  direction  of  Forsyth;  hopes  Lord 
Macartney  has  brought  back  plants  from  China. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  272 
1794  June  30  The  Sterculia  had  no  male  flowers  which  probably  accounts 
for  the  lack  of  scent  which  is  so  noticeable  in  Graefer’s  plant  at  Caserta; 
has  seen  another  at  Patna.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  273 


STEPHENS,  Sir  Philip,  F.R.S.  (1725-1800).  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty 

1.  [Admiralty]  1781  Jan.  4  Informs  B.  that  the  tureen  has  arrived  and  requests  him  to 

call  upon  Lord  Sandwich  to  fix  the  place  for  Whitchurch  to  engrave  the 
inscription.  [This  is  probably  the  piece  of  plate  presented  to  Magnus  von 
Behm  ( q.v .,  No.  4).]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  128 

2.  Admiralty  1782  Jan.  30  Lord  Sandwich  approves  omitting  the  device  proposed  to 

be  engraved  on  the  tureen  and  to  placing  the  inscription  on  the  tureen 
itself  and  not  on  its  dish ;  [Henry]  Roberts  is  much  hurt  that  his  name  and 
[James]  Webber’s  are  omitted  from  the  proposed  advertisement  [of  Cook’s 
Voyages]  and  Lord  Sandwich  sees  no  objection  to  inserting  them. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  139 

3.  Admiralty  1782  June  21  Informs  B.  that  Dalrymple  has  undertaken  and  completed 

all  the  maps  and  charts  [for  Cook’s  Voyages]  except  the  general  chart; 
Lord  Sandwich  requests  that  if  there  is  anything  further  requiring  B.’s 
directions,  he  will  attend  to  it.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  152 

4.  Admiralty  1786  Dec.  22  Sends  by  direction  of  the  Board,  the  papers  relating  to 

the  charges  of  the  Surgeon  for  attendance  upon  A.  P.  Hove.  [ See  Folds, 
T.  T.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  257 


STEPHENSEN,  Magnus  (1762-1812+).  Chief  Justice  of  Iceland 

1.  [Soho  Square  1801  — ]  *  Is  pleased  to  renew  with  the  son  the  correspondence  he 

formerly  had  with  his  father,  whose  hospitality  he  enjoyed  in  Iceland; 
Denmark  by  alliance  with  the  enemies  of  Britain  has  broken  the  bonds  of 
friendship ;  Iceland  from  its  position  ought  to  be  part  of  the  British 
Empire  and  to  enjoy  the  freedom  of  that  Empire;  it  could  easily  be 
annexed  by  a  small  military  force,  but  not  without  subjecting  it  to  the 
horrors  of  war;  the  union  could  be  brought  about  voluntarily  by  the 
Icelanders  themselves ;  he  often  heard  the  wish  expressed  during  his  visit 
that  Iceland  might  be  placed  under  the  British  Crown;  the  Government 
intends  to  release  the  Iceland  ships  seized  by  British  cruisers.  [ Hermanns - 
son ,  30-32.]  D.T.C.  12.  167-170 

2.  Copenhagen  1807  Oct.  17  Recalls  B.’s  friendship  with  his  father  and  his  visit  to 

Iceland  in  1772,  of  which  he,  though  then  only  ten  years  old,  remembers; 
last  autumn  he  went  on  private  business  to  Copenhagen,  but  the  brig  in 
which  he  sailed  was  captured  by  a  British  warship  and  taken  to  Leith ;  he 
obtained  permission  to  go  to  Copenhagen,  but  the  two  owners  of  the  brig 
with  their  wives  and  families  are  still  detained  in  Leith;  all  trade  with 
Iceland  is  stopped  and  the  inhabitants  will  starve;  appeals  to  B.  to  use  his 
influence  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  Iceland  ships  detained  in  British 
ports.  \Hermannsson,  33-35.]  D.T.C.  17.  59-63 
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Stephensen,  Magnus,  continued 

3.  Invaholmi,  1812  Aug.  8  A  long  letter  of  appreciation,  expressing  how  greatly  Iceland 


Iceland 

is  indebted  to  B. ;  he  has  published  a  detailed  account  of  the  events  in  two 
books,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  B.  through  William  Hooker;  describes 
the  misdeeds  of  Savignac,  who  with  Phelps  and  Jorgensen,  have  committed 
deeds  of  violence  and  robbery  against  the  inhabitants ;  asks  B.  to  take  steps 
to  have  these  men  brought  to  justice  and  punished  and  to  procure  com¬ 
pensation  for  the  damage  they  caused ;  hopes  that  the  merchants  of  Iceland 
may  by  B.’s  recommendation  be  allowed  to  enjoy  commercial  liberty,  on 
which  the  supply  of  necessaries  so  much  depends. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  141-144 

STEPHENSEN,  Olafus  (1731-1812).  Governor  of  Iceland 

1.  Sveholt,  1773  June  22  He  will  have  a  search  made  for  the  antiquities  desired  by 


Iceland 

B.,  and  will  also  endeavour  to  obtain  the  books  he  wants.  [Danish.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  34-35 

2.  Sveholt 

1775  Aug.  25  Sends  a  consignment  of  books,  also  samples  of  Icelandic 

basalt.  [Danish.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  1 22-1 23 

3.  Sveholt 

1777  Aug.  20  Thanks  B.  for  the  presents  he  sent;  undertakes  to  con¬ 

tinue  to  send  books;  sends  greetings  to  Solander  and  Lind.  [Icelandic.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  256-257 

STEPHENSON,  Benjamin  (d.  1795).  Steward  of  Revesby  Estate 


1.  Mareham 

1786  Jan.  9  Proposed  canal  from  Stamford  to  Oakham. 

Halliday,  208.  114 

2.  Mareham 

1790  Feb.  7  Reports  on  Estate  matters  concerning  various  tenants,  etc.; 

the  bill  of  William  Pennell  ( q.v .)  in  connection  with  the  suits  he  instituted 
against  various  commoners  of  Wildmore  Fen;  the  subscription  has  pro¬ 
duced  £470  and  there  is  £49  still  to  come ;  Elmhirst,  one  of  the  plaintiffs, 
is  sending  full  particulars  to  B.  direct.  Hill  Coll.  3.  1 

3.  Mareham 

1790  Feb.  21  Congratulates  B.  on  his  success  in  the  Sibsey  tithe  suit; 

the  subscription-list  for  Pennell’s  charges;  various  estate  matters;  the 
charges  thrown  on  Taylor  and  Warter  and  the  subscription  to  meet  them. 

Hill  Coll.  3.  2 

4.  Mareham 

1790  May  17  Has  arranged  a  meeting  at  Horncastle  to  consider  raising 

the  money  for  Pennell’s  bill,  and  has  sent  a  notice  of  it  to  be  printed; 
thinks  the  best  method  of  raising  the  money  will  be  by  a  rate,  but  155.  in 
the  £  will  not  be  sufficient;  estate  matters.  Hill  Coll.  3.  3 

5.  Holbeach 

1790  May  27  Account  of  the  meeting  at  which  B.’s  letters  were  read; 

after  calculating  the  amount  due  at  17 s.  9 d.  in  the  £,  some  further  charges 
for  witnesses,  etc.,  came  in;  amounts  subscribed  and  promised. 

Hill  Coll.  3.  4 

6.  Soho  Square  1790  May  31  *  Has  written  fully  on  the  Pennell  affair  to  Elmhirst,  who 


7.  Mareham 

will  show  the  letter ;  the  case  of  poor  people  is  hard,  but  he  will  willingly 
subscribe  for  their  relief;  the  matter  is  very  complex;  the  threat  of  actions 
by  Pennell  proves  him  to  be  not  only  a  rogue  but  a  fool  also. 

Hill  Coll.  3.  5 

1790  June  7  Progress  of  the  Pennell  affair  and  its  difficulties;  his  pro¬ 
posed  visit  to  Buxton;  the  Lincoln  election.  Hill  Coll.  3.  6 
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8.  [Soho  1790  June  ii  *  Intends  to  pursue  and  finish  the  Pennell  affair  for  the 

Square]  benefit  of  his  friends  in  the  county;  advises  him  to  tender  to  Pennell  as 

many  quotas  as  can  be  collected  and  to  obtain  a  discharge  for  them  before 
witnesses;  it  would  then  be  absurd  to  bring  suits  against  such  as  have 
offered  their  quota;  subscribers  who  have  not  fulfilled  their  promises 
must  be  pressed.  Hill  Coll.  3.  7 

1790  June  14  Canvassing  is  in  progress  for  the  election;  the  Pennell 
affair  drags  on,  fresh  charges  are  continually  coming  in,  so  that  19s.  in  the 
£  will  be  hardly  sufficient.  [With  note  by  B.]  Hill  Coll.  3.  8 

1790  July  19  Has  been  to  Louth  and  received  the  Marsh  Chapel  and 
Fulstow  rents;  on  the  way  home  attended  the  meeting  at  Horncastle, 
where  Shirley  Pennell  (the  son)  agreed  to  receive  the  quotas ;  sends  copy 
of  the  form  of  discharge;  local  news.  Hill  Coll.  3.  9 

Mareham  1792  Jan.  28  The  tithes  of  Moulton;  remembers  a  dispute  40  years  ago 
between  B.’s  father  and  a  member  of  the  Johnson  family  about  a  claim  by 
the  latter  for  tithe  of  corn;  a  suit  was  pending,  but  the  death  of  the 
claimant  ended  the  matter,  which  has  never  since  been  revived  by  the 
family;  is  sending  linen  web  for  Lady  Banks;  having  gout  in  his  hands, 
John  Steel  writes  this  letter.  Hill  Coll.  4.  22 


Mareham 


10.  Mareham 


11. 


STEVENS,  Richard  (born  1746) 

1.  Birmingham  1774  Sept.  26  Hears  that  Omai  is  to  return  to  his  native  land  and 
suggests  that  someone  should  go  with  him  to  convert  his  countrymen  to 
Christianity  and  instruct  them  in  useful  knowledge;  offers  his  services;  if 
this  is  not  possible,  desires  a  situation  in  a  nobleman’s  or  gentleman’s 
family;  can  speak  French  fluently  and  has  travelled  abroad.  [Addressed  to 
“Messrs.  Banks  &  Solander”.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  58—59 

STEWART,  Charles.  Lieutenant,  R.N. 

1.  H.M.S.  1801  Jan.  31  Sends  letter  from  Briere,  an  officer  in  the  French  corvette 

Thames ,  L’Aurore  captured  by  his  ship,  with  the  request  that  it  be  sent  to  B.;  the 

Plymouth  seeds  mentioned  in  the  letter  have  been  sent  by  wagon,  and  he  has  sent  by 

coach  three  bottles  of  Vermifuge ;  the  packages  are  addressed  to  the  Soc. 
d’Agriculture,  Paris.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  264-265 

STEWART,  John  (d.  1820).  Lecturer  in  Botany 

1.  Edinburgh  1819  Nov.  23  Sends  a  collection  of  specimens  including  Buxbaumia 

aphylla ,  from  Glensan  with  P.S.  dated  Dec.  1  giving  extracts  from  letters 
to  S.  from  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker  and  Sir  J.  E.  Smith  ( qq .  v.) 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  174-176 

STEWART,  Robert,  Viscount  Castlereagh,  later  2nd  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  F.R.S. 

(1769-1822).  Statesman 

1.  [Soho  1808  Jan.  2  *  He  has  just  learned  from  the  Marshal  of  the  Admiralty 

Square]  that  eleven  Iceland  ships  have  been  detained  for  adjudication;  two  of  them 

have  already  been  condemned  and  proceedings  are  in  progress  against  the 
remainder;  suggests  that  proceedings  be  suspended  against  the  condemned 
ships  lest  their  cargoes  are  sold,  and  against  all  of  them  until  it  is  known 
whether  H.M.  Ministers  recommend  their  restoration.  [Hermannsson,  41.] 

D.T.C.  17.  90 
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Stewart,  Robert,  continued 

2.  Soho  1808  Feb.  24  *  States  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  humane  as  well 

Square  as  a  wise  policy  to  separate  entirely  the  cases  of  the  Danish  and  Norwegian 

vessels  from  those  of  Iceland,  and  to  restore  to  the  Icelanders  the  whole  of 
their  ships  and  cargoes ;  such  a  measure  will  make  a  deep  impression  on  the 
inhabitants  and  render  easy  the  cession  of  the  island  to  the  British  Crown; 
it  will  save  them  also  from  famine,  as  they  have  no  corn  but  what  is 
imported.  [Hermannsson,  45.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  29 

D.T.C.  17.  131-133 

STODART,  James,  F.R.S.  (1760  ?— 1 823).  Chemist  and  Metallurgist 

1.  Strand  1800  Feb.  15  He  has  endeavoured  to  forge  the  iron  given  to  him  by  B., 

but  he  cannot  make  it  malleable ;  on  reheating  it  became  fragile  and  broke ; 
the  fracture  is  like  that  of  Wootz  but  it  is  harder;  he  has  polished  a 
fragment  and  sends  it  with  pieces  of  polished  Wootz  and  of  cast  steel  for 
comparison;  discusses  its  nature  and  chemical  composition. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  218-219 

STOKES,  Jonathan  (1755-1831).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Stourbridge,  1783  Oct.  29  Has  established  himself  as  a  physician,  but  finds  time  for 

Worcs.  botany;  tbanks  B.  for  his  offer  to  lend  his  specimens  of  European  Heaths; 

is  arranging  his  Herbarium  and  regrets  he  is  so  far  from  London  as  to  be 
unable  to  consult  that  of  B.;  long  discussion  on  various  named  plants; 
gives  a  specimen  of  his  plan  of  cataloguing  with  references  to  publications. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  233-234 

2.  Stourbridge  1783  Nov.  9  Notes  that  B.  cannot  spare  his  Heaths  for  more  than  a  week 

and  will  advise  him  when  he  is  ready  to  study  them ;  introduces  Mr.  Hill, 
an  antiquary  and  ethnographer,  who  wishes  for  leave  to  use  B.’s  library. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  235 

STONE,  Thomas.  Land  Surveyor  and  Valuer 

1.  [Soho  1796  Jan.  22  #  Having  had  his  lands  in  the  parish  of  Revesby  revalued 

Square]  by  Parkinson,  the  plan  and  field-book  drawn  up  by  S.  was  used  for  the 

purpose;  when  the  tenants  were  notified,  they  almost  all  said  that  their 
land-measurements  had  been  overstated,  and  one  in  particular  showed  a 
difference  of  more  than  3  acres.  [See  Parkinson,  J.,  Nos.  9-13];  asks 
how  the  difference  arose.  [See  also  Cremer,  C.  C.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  14 

2.  [Soho  Square  1796  Feb.  12]  *  Sends  copy  of  Cremer’s  letter;  Cremer  [who  carried  out 

the  survey  for  Stone]  has  not  yet  given  satisfaction  for  the  difference  in 
acreage ;  bolds  Stone  answerable  to  him  as  Cremer  is  to  Stone,  and  wishes 
to  settle  the  matter  without  any  ill  humour.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  17 

3.  Bedford  1 79 6  Feb.  22  *  Has  waited  to  see  Cremer  before  writing;  is  having  the 

plan  scaled  and  will  give  it  personal  attention ;  regrets  the  error  on  the  part 
of  Cremer,  who  in  spite  of  20  years’  experience  of  surveying,  has  been 
careless  and  negligent.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  18-19 

4.  [Soho  Square  1796]  Feb.  24  Sends  copy  of  letter  from  Cremer  which  does  not 

satisfactorily  explain  the  errors  which  his  idleness  and  dissipation  have 
caused  in  bis  Survey;  accepts  S.’s  offer  to  resurvey  himself  or  send  a 
competent  man;  will  consult  his  tenants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  25 
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Stone,  Thomas,  continued 

5.  Bedford  1796  Feb.  24  Sends  copies  of  letters  from  Cremer  and  agrees  that  B.  and 
his  tenants  have  just  cause  for  complaint;  long  explanation  of  Cremer’s 
faults  and  lack  of  supervision  over  his  six  assistants. 


6.  Bedford 


7.  Revesby 
Abbey 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  22-23 
1796  Mar.  4  Further  particulars  of  the  duplicity  of  Cremer;  he  will  make 
a  resurvey  to  the  satisfaction  of  B.  and  his  tenants  free  of  expense. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  26-27 
1796  Sept.  6  *  As  S.  has  not  yet  sent  a  surveyor  to  correct  the  map  of 
Revesby,  wishes  it  put  in  hand  during  his  present  stay. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  28 


STORER,  John,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (d.  1839).  Physician 

1.  Nottingham  1796  Mar.  12  Having  been  informed  by  Lord  Middleton  that  B.  is 
collecting  from  various  quarters  information  on  the  Earthquake-shock  of 
Nov.  1795,  he  encloses  a  long  statement  of  facts  he  has  gathered  on  the 
subject.  [See  note  to  Bennett,  A.,  No.  1.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  54-57 

STORY,  P. 

1.  Pulo  Penang  1796  Feb.  22  Sends  for  R.S.  the  draft  of  a  paper  on  Diurnal  Motion. 

R.S.  Letters ,  1787-99.  48 

STRANGE,  James  Charles  Stuart  (1752-1840).  Madras  Civil  Service,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  Bombay  1785  Dec.  3  An  expedition  has  been  planned  with  two  ships,  [ Captain 
Cook  and  Experiment ]  well  equipped  with  capable  officers  and  efficient 
instruments ;  they  will  sail  in  a  few  days  for  China  and  thence  to  America ; 
asks  B.  if  he  has  any  wishes  or  instructions  he  desires  to  be  carried  out. 
[This  voyage  was  made  under  the  patronage  of  David  Scott  ( q.v .)  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  fur  trade  with 
Nootka  Sound,  the  capabilities  of  which  place  were  described  in  Capt. 
Cook’s  Last  Voyage.  Strange’s  narrative  of  the  voyage  from  15th  Jan.  to 
15th  Nov.  1786  is  preserved  in  the  India  Office  Home  Misc.  Series ,  Vol. 
800,  1— 145.]  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  215 


STRANGE,  John,  F.R.S.  (1732-1799).  Diplomatist  and  Author 


1.  Venice 


2.  Venice 


3.  Venice 

4.  Venice 


1779  Dec.  14  Sends  an  account  of  an  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  by  [Giuseppe] 

Toaldo,  Professor  of  Astronomy  at  the  University  of  Padua;  congratulates 
B.  on  his  election  as  President  of  R.S.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  84 

1780  June  30  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  bringing  Toaldo’s  account  of  the 
Eclipse  before  R.S.,  and  to  the  Society  for  accepting  and  printing  it; 
introduces  Count  Baselli,  an  able  mathematician,  who  is  coming  to  England 
with  Thomas  Martyn,  Professor  of  Botany  at  Cambridge;  sends  some 
geological  works  for  B.  and  for  the  R.S.  library.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  93 

1780  Dec.  29  The  Count  Baselli  having  been  obliged  to  return  to  Italy, 
his  letter  of  introduction  to  B.  was  not  presented.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  102 

1781  Mar.  20  Sends  a  copy  of  his  book  [De'  Monti  Colonnari  e  d’altri 
Fenomeni  Vulcanici  dello  Stato  Veneto,  Milan,  1778]  to  be  presented  in  his 
name  to  R.S. ;  Scopoli  requests  seeds  of  exotic  plants  from  B. 

Kezv:  B.C.  1.  104 
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Strange,  John, 
5.  Venice 


6.  Venice 


7.  Venice 


8.  Venice 


9.  Venice 


10.  Venice 


continued 

1781  Nov.  26  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  presenting  his  book,  De'  Monti 

Colonnari,  to  R.S.,  and  for  his  offer  to  answer  queries  respecting  the  new 
star  [Uranus,  or  the  Georgian  Planet,  as  it  was  then  called]  his  astro¬ 
nomical  friends  may  raise;  the  new  work  of  [Alberto]  Fortis  has  employed 
him  travelling  in  Italy,  and  he  has  lately  made  a  geological  journey  to  the 
Swiss  Alps;  as  a  new  voyage  to  the  South  Seas  is  planned,  Fortis  would  be 
a  very  suitable  man  to  go  as  naturalist;  a  new  Academy  of  Sciences  has 
lately  been  established  at  Padua;  it  is  not  connected  with  the  University, 
though  many  of  the  professors  are  members.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  hi 

D.T.C.  2.  73-76 

1782  May  29  Thanks  B.  for  the  “elegant  botanical  book”  [ Reliquiae 
Houstounianae ]  and  the  box  of  American  seeds  both  of  which  he  has 
forwarded  to  Scopoli ;  he  has  the  highest  opinion  of  Scopoli’s  learning  and 
zeal;  as  B.  kindly  offers  further  copies  of  the  book,  he  suggests  the 
botanical  professors  of  Bologna,  Florence  and  Padua;  Dr.  Turra  is  working 
upon  a  Flora  Italica,  of  which  he  has  already  published  the  prodromus; 
Fortis  is  grateful  for  B.’s  message,  and  would  like  to  be  remembered  if 
another  voyage  is  projected;  the  great  Hortns  Romanus  has  reached  the 
6th  Volume,  which  he  has  sent  to  Lord  Bute,  who  is  by  no  means  pleased 
with  it;  his  friend  Dr.  Carlo  Alfonso  Guadagni,  Professor  of  Experimental 
Philosophy  at  Pisa,  desires  to  be  a  Foreign  Member  of  R.S. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  HS~H7 
D.T.C.  2.  1 34-137 

1783  Jan.  29  He  passed  on  to  Toaldo  the  information  B.  has  kindly  sent 
for  him,  and  he  will  send  B.  some  meteorological  observations ;  describes  an 
abnormal  hail-storm  in  Padua  and  in  other  towns;  laments  the  death  of 
Solander  and  of  his  friend  Dr.  [Giovanni]  Targione  of  Florence;  he 
understands  that  Dr.  Guadagni  cannot  be  elected  to  R.S.  at  present; 
comments  on  the  experiments  for  the  congelation  of  mercury  at  Hudson’s 
Bay,  and  on  those  of  Priestley;  an  ingenious  watchmaker  in  Venice  named 
Thorowgood  has  made  some  interesting  experiments  with  an  Electrical 
Machine;  he  has  suggested  that  an  account  of  them  should  be  drawn  up 
and  sent  to  B. ;  is  sending  for  R.S.  works  by  Toaldo  and  Lorgna. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  123 
D.T.C.  3.  7-1 1 

1 783  Mar.  20  Gives  a  long  account  of  the  literary  and  scientific  periodical 
publications  of  Italy ;  sends  an  account,  written  by  the  Spanish  Ambassador, 
of  the  Catastrophe  at  Messina  [the  earthquake  of  5th  Feb.  1783] ;  sends  for 
B.’s  opinion  a  mathematical  dissertation  by  Nicolai,  one  of  the  professors 
at  Padua;  during  his  long  residence  in  Venice,  he  has  acquired  a  good 
collection  of  pictures.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  1 27-1 29 

1783  June  17  Announces  the  death  of  his  wife,  after  a  happy  married 
life  of  thirty  years ;  is  sending  the  Giornale  Litterario  in  duplicate,  one  copy 
being  for  the  King’s  Library;  sends  a  translation  by  the  Marquis 
d’Hautefort  of  a  work  by  [Michele]  Rosa;  Rosa  is  a  learned  and  ingenious 
man,  but  his  work  is  suspect  because  it  opposes  the  doctrines  of  Harvey. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  143 

1783  July  31  He  is  sending  off  a  box  of  books  for  B. ;  in  the  box  are  also 
some  for  friends  and  relatives  in  London  and  he  requests  B.  to  have  them 
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ii.  Venice 


12.  Venice 


13.  Venice 


14.  Venice 


15.  Venice 


16.  Venice 


17.  Venice 


continued 

delivered;  criticizes  the  work  of  Nicolai  of  Padua;  Toaldo  has  written  a 
poetical  account  of  the  Calabrian  earthquake  disaster ;  he  intends  to  dispose 
of  his  collection  of  pictures.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  147 

1783  Oct.  14  Count  Baselli  [see  Nos.  2,  3]  who  intended  to  visit  England 
in  1780  but  was  unable  to  do  so,  is  now  about  to  go  there  with  a  letter  of 
introduction  to  B. ;  the  Count’s  financial  embarrassments  are  met  by 
remittances  from  his  friends;  will  continue  to  send  the  Giornale  Litterario. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  149 

1783  Dec.  31  He  will  communicate  to  his  friend  Toaldo  Herschel’s 
great  astronomical  discoveries;  the  new  Academy  at  Padua,  although  so 
recently  established,  is  already  languishing;  discusses  Rosa’s  pretended 
physiological  discoveries ;  gives  the  scientific  news  from  Italy. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  156 

1784  Apl.  29  He  cannot  understand  B.’s  assertion  that  he  did  not  receive 

the  box  of  books  he  sent  owing  to  the  ship  having  gone  to  Norway;  Count 
Baselli,  who  took  his  passage  in  that  ship  is  in  London,  advises  B.  to  make 
enquiries  of  a  ship-broker;  mentions  the  death  of  Dr.  [Jeremiah]  Milles, 
the  President  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  159 

1784  June  19  Sends  prospectus  of  a  new  work  by  Scopoli  of  Pavia;  has 

heard  with  satisfaction  from  his  niece  in  London  that  the  missing  box  of 
books  has  arrived;  an  aerostatic  experiment  is  being  made  by  Pesaro, 
formerly  Venetian  Ambassador  in  Spain;  he  regrets  B.’s  observation  that 
in  England  science  is  being  ousted  by  politics;  he  has  heard  with  regret 
of  the  dissensions  in  R.S.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  166 

1785  Jan.  20  As  requested,  he  sends  the  account  for  the  delivery  of  two 

copies  of  Giornale,  which  he  requests  B.  to  pay  to  his  bankers  in  London; 
he  sends  B.  Toaldo’s  Astro-meteorological  journal  for  the  current  year; 
Scopoli’s  new  work  Deliciae  Florae  et  Faunae,  etc.,  with  coloured  or  un¬ 
coloured  plates,  is  about  to  be  printed  by  subscription;  asks  if  B.  wishes  to 
subscribe  to  it;  is  sending  2nd  vol.  of  Memoirs  of  the  Mathematical  and 
Physical  Society  of  Verona  as  a  gift  from  Lorgna  to  R.S. ;  summarizes  the 
principal  contributions;  Lorgna  complains  that  he  has  had  no  acknow¬ 
ledgement  from  R.S.  of  the  books  he  has  sent;  asks  B.  to  see  that  this  is 
done.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  191 

D.T.C.  4.  121-124 

1785  Jan.  24  He  has  just  received  Toaldo’s  De  Methodo  Longitudinum 
and  a  letter  from  the  author;  he  leaves  it  to  B.’s  judgment  whether  these 
should  be  submitted  to  Maskelyne  and  Board  of  Longitude. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  192 

1785  Feb.  14  Thanks  B.  for  sending  the  latest  scientific  news  from 
London;  the  astronomical  part,  which  does  great  honour  to  England,  he 
has  communicated  to  Toaldo;  he  has  read  with  indignation  the  account  of 
the  dissensions  at  R.S.,  and  is  glad  to  know  that  they  are  now  quieted,  and 
that  B.  did  not  carry  out  his  inclination  to  resign  from  the  chair,  which 
would  have  been  a  great  misfortune  for  R.S.  and  for  science  in  general; 
intends  to  apply  for  leave  and  visit  England;  the  second  volume  of  de 
Saussure’s  work  on  the  Alps  has  appeared,  and  [Charles]  Bonnet  has 
issued  a  complete  edition  of  all  his  works  in  8  vols.  qto  and  18  vols.  8vo; 


795 


Strange,  John,  continued 


18.  Venice 


19.  Venice 


20.  Caroline 
Street 


21.  Caroline 
Street 


states  his  experience  of  Zatta,  his  bookseller,  and  of  the  ways  of  Italian 
booksellers  in  general.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  193 

D.T.C.  4. 125-127 

1785  May  6  The  publication  of  the  Giornale  Litter ario  has  been  stopped 
by  order  of  the  Government;  the  settlement  of  accounts  for  books  and 
journals  sent  can  be  made  with  his  bankers  in  London;  comments  on 
[Thomas]  Astle’s  work  on  the  origin  and  progress  of  writing  and  the 
history  of  printing;  as  requested,  he  has  entered  B.’s  name  as  a  subscriber 
to  Scopoli’s  new  book  [see  No.  15];  makes  further  comments  on  the 
dissensions  at  R.S.;  sends  an  anatomical  paper  for  R.S.  by  [Floriano] 
Caldani,  Professor  of  Anatomy  at  Padua;  he  desires  to  be  a  Foreign 
Member  of  R.S.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  197 

1785  Nov.  30  His  leave  of  absence  arrived  too  late  this  year,  and  he  has 
deferred  it  until  next  summer;  further  discussion  of  the  dissensions  in 
R.S. ;  news  of  inventions  and  scientific  activities  in  Italy. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  214 

1788  Aug.  8  Is  on  a  short  visit  to  London;  owing  to  his  health  he  now 
lives  in  the  country  and  therefore  cannot  attend  as  regularly  as  he  could 
wish  at  Council  meetings  of  R.S. ;  he  will  send  Lorgna’s  diploma  to  the 
Consul  in  Venice  for  delivery  to  him.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  315 

D.T.C.  6.  56-57 

1790  Jan.  21  Sends  copies  of  Lorgna’s  new  geographical  work  for  B.,  for 
the  Admiralty,  and  for  the  Professor  of  Mathematics  at  Cambridge ;  sends 
also  the  posthumous  work  on  Perspective  by  [Giuseppe]  Torelli  of 
Verona  for  B.  and  for  R.S. ;  his  pictures  are  now  exhibited  at  125  Pall  Mall 
and  encloses  a  catalogue.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  2 


STRATFORD,  Viscount — See  Canning,  Stratford 

STROJNOWSKI,  Hieronim  (1752-181 5).  Bishop  of  Wilna  and  Rector  of  Wilna  University 

1.  Wilna  1805  Dec.  10/22  Complimentary  letter  notifying  B.  of  his  election  as  an 

Honorary  Member  of  the  University  of  Wilna.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  226 


STUART,  John,  3rd  Earl  of  Bute  (1 71 3—1 792).  Botanist 

1.  —  [1 777  Jan.  — ]  Returns  thanks  for  the  valuable  collection  of  seeds;  will 

be  pleased  to  see  B.  and  Solander  at  the  Luton  Hoo  garden. 

D.T.C.  1.  140 


STUART,  Rev.  John  (1743-1821).  Minister  of  Weem;  Botanist 

1.  Weem  1777  Feb.  25  [To  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart.]  Maskelyne  having  ex¬ 

pressed  the  desire  that  botanical  research  should  be  made  on  Shi-challin 
[i.e.  Schiehallion,  the  peak  on  which  Maskelyne  carried  out  his  experiments 
on  the  specific  gravity  of  the  Earth  in  1774],  he  has  made  a  visit  for  that 
purpose ;  etymology  of  the  name  and  local  legends ;  geological  features ;  list 
of  plants  observed  (158  species);  requests  that  these  particulars  be  com¬ 
municated  to  Maskelyne.  [Endorsed  by  B.,  “  Revd  Mr  Stuart,  Minister  at 
Weem  by  Castle  Menzies  to  Sr  Robert  Menzies  25  Febr  1777 — on 
Botanical  Matterial  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Schiehallion”.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  65-72 
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STUART,  S.  D.  Physician 

i.  Carrickfergus  1815  Apl.  25  Sends  specimens  of  petrified  nuts  found  at  Carrickfergus ; 

gives  detailed  description  of  the  locality  in  which  the  peat  is  found; 
believes  that  nuts  are  found  in  peat  nowhere  else  in  the  Island  or  in  the 
world.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  79-80 


SULLIVAN,  Sir 
1.  Toulouse 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


Richard  Joseph  (d.  1806).  Politician 

1789  June  6  Sends  papers  relating  to  Chaptal’s  Alum  Works;  suggests 
that  the  process  may  be  found  beneficial  in  England ;  it  has  been  hinted  to 
him  by  some  members  of  the  Society  [Academy]  of  Toulouse  that  some 
gift  of  theirs  to  R.S.  has  not  been  acknowledged.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978. 244 

D.T.C.  6.  170 

1789  June  23  *  Acknowledges  the  paper  describing  Chaptal’s  Alum 
process;  it  is  too  late  for  reading  to  R.S.  in  the  present  session,  as  there  are 
only  two  more  meetings,  both  of  which  will  be  fully  occupied;  enquires 
whether  the  author  has  sent  this  dissertation  to  any  other  Academy  or 
elsewhere  for  publication;  it  has  sometimes  happened  that  French  papers 
are  sent  to  R.S.  after  they  have  already  been  published  and  the  Society  is 
careful  not  to  appear  to  plagiarize ;  he  is  not  aware  of  any  want  of  attention 
by  R.S.  to  the  Academy  of  Toulouse,  but  if  particulars  are  sent,  he  will 
take  care  to  have  it  rectified.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  244  vo.~  245 

D.T.C.  6.  1 71 


SULZER,  Frederic  Gabriel,  M.D.  Physician 

1.  Ronneburg,  1789  July  1 5  Sends  a  full  statement  of  his  qualifications  and  asks  for  help 

Attenburg  to  be  engaged  as  a  surgeon-naturalist  on  the  expedition  which  he  hopes 
England  will  send  to  explore  the  interior  of  Australia,  as  he  does  not  think 
it  could  be  as  barren  as  the  country  is  round  Botany  Bay,  Port  Jackson,  etc. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  241-242 


SUTTOR,  George  (1774-1859).  Botanist 

1.  Soho  Square  1800  Feb.  3  *  After  much  enquiry  has  found  that  the  vines,  etc.  [to  be 

taken  by  S.  to  New  South  Wales  as  botanist  on  H.M.S.  Porpoise ]  have 
been  misdelivered;  they  are  being  sent  by  the  Gosport  wagon  and  he 
desires  to  know  when  they  have  been  safely  received. 

Kew  Collectors.  Caley.  1799-1800.  55 

2.  Soho  Square  1802  Aug.  10  #  Regrets  that  the  long  delays  in  the  sailing  of  H.M.S. 

Porpoise  and  at  sea  have  had  so  bad  an  effect  on  the  preservation  of  the 
useful  plants  he  carried  [to  New  South  Wales] ;  hopes  his  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  survivors  will  be  justified  by  results  and  be  satisfactory  to 
Governor  King;  has  a  gratuity  of  5  gns.  for  him  from  the  Treasury  and 
asks  how  he  wishes  it  dealt  with ;  desires  to  have  a  full  and  complete  list  of 
all  the  fruit  trees  now  cultivated  in  the  Colony,  and  of  desiderata,  also  of 
cereals,  spices,  etc. ;  enquires  about  shrubs  and  trees  suitable  for  hedges, 
timber,  etc. ;  informs  him  that  [George]  Aufrere  is  dead,  that  Mrs.  A. 
aged  81,  is  well,  and  that  his  mother,  wife  and  sister  are  well. 

Kew  Collectors.  Caley.  1799-1810.  56-57 


SWAINSON,  William,  F.R.S.  (1789-1855).  Naturalist 

1 .  Spring  1816  Sept.  27  *  Returns  thanks  for  his  gift  of  seeds  which  will  be  raised  at 

Grove  Kew  under  Aiton’s  supervision.  Szvainson  Corr.  1.  <i> 
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Swainson,  William,  continued. 
2.  Elm  Grove,  1816  Nov.  20 
Liverpool 


Agua  Fria, 
Brazil 


4.  [London 

5.  [Spring 
Grove] 


Asks  for  an  official  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Portuguese 
Governor  of  Brazil ;  he  will  send  plants  and  seeds  to  the  Royal  Gardens  at 
Kew.  Swainson  Corr.  1.  <2) 

1817  Mar.  1  He  is  sending  by  his  brother  who  is  returning  to  Liverpool 
a  packet  of  seeds  for  B. ;  he  has  not  been  able  to  give  the  specific  names  of 
the  plants  from  which  he  collected  them ;  some  of  the  packets  are  marked 
with  a  query,  and  these  are  the  seeds  of  plants  that  may  not  be  indigenous 
as  they  were  obtained  from  cultivated  ground.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  24 
1819 — ]  He  has  returned  from  Brazil;  he  has  sent  another  parcel  of 

seeds  to  B. ;  solicits  financial  aid  from  Government.  Swainson  Corr.  1 .  <3) 
1819  Feb.  16  *  He  has  failed  to  obtain  the  desired  assistance;  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  gift  of  seeds  which  he  has  sent  to  Kew;  adds,  “I  never  flatterd 
myself  with  the  hope  that  Government  would  listen  to  any  Proposal  of 
Pecuniary  Emolument  to  a  Traveller  in  no  way  under  their  Controll”. 

Szvainson  Corr.  1.  <4) 


SWAN,  John  (fl.  1783-1793) 

x.  London  1793  Feb.  16  Informs  B.  that  he  went  to  Jamaica  in  1783,  but  a  long 

illness  compelled  his  return  to  England;  is  now  in  dire  poverty  and  distress 
and  appeals  to  B.  for  help,  giving  the  names  of  three  referees  who  will 
vouch  for  his  good  faith.  \Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  199 

2.  [London]  1793  Nov.  28  During  his  long  period  of  unemployment  and  distress,  he 

incurred  debts  for  which  he  is  now  threatened  with  arrest;  in  order  to 
recover  certain  sums  due  to  him,  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  Scotland,  and 
therefore  begs  permission  to  delay  the  work  upon  which  B.  has  employed 
him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  223 


SWARTZ,  Olof  (1760-1817).  Botanist 

1.  Jamaica  1786  Feb.  28  He  is  thinking  of  leaving  Jamaica  after  a  stay  of  three  years 

and  ardently  desires  to  visit  England  on  his  way  to  Sweden.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  354-355 

2.  Orfordness  1787  July  23  It  was  not  possible  to  clear  Alstroemer’s  medals  from  the 

Custom  House  before  the  ship  sailed,  but  they  are  to  be  delivered  to 
[Consul]  Grill  who  will  send  them  on  the  next  ship;  he  has  heard  from 
Wallen  in  Jamaica  who  is  delighted  with  the  plan  for  importing  Bread¬ 
fruit;  would  like  to  know  B.’s  intentions  about  appointing  a  gardener  or 
botanist  for  Jamaica,  where  £50,000  have  been  lost  through  the  hurricane; 
political  disturbances  in  Jamaica  and  news  of  persons  there. 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  522-523 

3.  Norrkoping,  1787  Aug.  29  Thanks  B.  for  all  the  kindness  shown  to  him  in  London; 

Sweden  is  busy  finishing  his  Prodromus,  which  he  hopes  to  send  to  press  in  a 

month;  he  has  the  East  India  voyage  constantly  in  mind  and  only  his 
attachment  to  his  relations  prevents  an  immediate  decision;  has  heard 
news  of  Konig’s  collections,  most  of  which  are  said  to  be  in  Denmark  in 
Rottboll’s  hands  who  keeps  them  secret,  and  Retzius  of  Lund  has  some; 
his  fellow-countrymen  were  intolerant  of  his  free-thinking ;  Alstroemer  is 
very  ill;  has  told  his  brother  of  the  trouble  B.  had  over  his  medals;  the 
Flora  Capensis  is  being  printed;  outlines  his  system  of  classification. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  519-520 
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Swartz,  Olof,  continued 

4.  Norrkoping  1788  Jan.  4  Explains  the  reason  for  not  accepting  the  proposed  scientific 

journey  to  India— his  mother’s  age  and  ill  health;  discusses  botanical 
matters  and  promises  to  send  his  Prodromus  to  B.  as  soon  as  published. 
[Letter  mutilated  and  incomplete.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  116 

5.  [Norrkoping  1788  Jan.  30]  Has  sent  specimens  of  Mosses  and  Lichens;  the  third  vol. 


6.  [Norrkoping 

of  Museum  Carhonianum  has  been  issued.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  179 

1788  Feb.  — ]  Sends  description  and  drawing  of  the  plant  (not  named) 

that  B.  thought  suitable  for  a  notice  in  Phil.  Trans. ;  encloses  a  paper  on 
Canella  alba.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  521 

7.  Stockholm 

1788  June  23  Presents  his  Prodromus  to  B. ;  mentions  Wright,  Rozier  and 

Thunberg  and  refers  to  their  works ;  describes  the  prospective  embarkation 
of  the  King  of  Sweden  and  troops  for  Finland,  and  the  revolutionary 
change  of  ministry  in  Denmark;  intends  to  spend  the  summer  in  Lapland 
studying  Arctic  plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  117-118 

8.  Stockholm 

1788  Nov.  12  Thanks  B.  for  his  flattering  comments  on  his  book 

[Prodromus] ;  Dr.  Maerter,  a  pupil  of  Jacquin,  is  skilled  in  botany,  having 
studied  at  Shonborn  [Schonbrunn] ;  he  saw  him  last  on  the  top  of  the 
Blue  Mountain  where  he  was  ill  and  exhausted,  the  food  not  being  suited 
to  him;  considers  that  if  M.  should  settle  in  Jamaica  he  would  be  more 

9.  Stockholm 

useful  than  Clarke ;  recommends  to  B.  a  young  man  who  has  travelled  in 
both  E.  and  W.  Indies;  spent  seven  weeks  in  Northern  Sweden,  but  did 
not  go  to  Lapland ;  he  collected  many  plants  and  unknown  Mosses  which 
he  sent  to  Dryander ;  his  Observations  is  ready  for  printing,  but  cannot 
be  published  owing  to  the  political  situation ;  its  nature  and  scope. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  243-244 
1790  Mar.  31  Refers  to  Dr.  [Patrick]  Russell’s  collections  and  to  the  loss 

of  part  of  Konig’s  collection  bequeathed  to  Retzius  and  probably  detained 
in  Denmark ;  printing  of  his  own  and  Thunberg’s  works  is  delayed  by  war, 
but  they  will  be  printed  in  Germany;  Thunberg’s  vol.  of  travels  in  Japan 
is  nearly  ready ;  is  shocked  to  read  in  the  newspapers  of  the  failure  of  the 
Bread-fruit  expedition  [Mutiny  of  the  Bounty],  of  the  death  of  [David] 
Nelson,  and  the  hardships  of  his  companions;  news  of  Afzelius. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  344-345 

10.  Stockholm 

1791  Mar.  4  Informs  B.  that  his  Observations  Botanicae  will  appear  in 

Germany  before  long;  half  the  descriptions  of  new  plants  are  ready  for 
press  and  will  probably  be  published  during  the  year,  but  the  intended 
plates  will  be  published  in  parts  later;  discusses  botanical  matters, 
personalities  and  publications.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  92-95 

11.  Stockholm 

1791  Nov.  1  By  an  English  Surgeon  who  had  served  in  the  Swedish 

army,  he  has  sent  B.  50  copies  of  his  Prodromus ;  he  now  sends  his  Ob¬ 
servation s\  has  been  much  occupied  with  the  business  of  the  professorship 
founded  by  Bergius,  whose  will  contained  some  anomalies. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  288-289 

12.  Stockholm 

1791  Nov.  27  Thanks  B.  for  Kaempfer’s  leones,  and  much  admires  the 

drawings;  asks  whether  the  parcel  of  50  copies  of  his  Prodromus  has 
arrived  safely,  also  the  Observations  published  last  summer  in  Germany; 
asks  B.’s  opinion  of  the  latter;  hopes  that  his  descriptions  of  new  plants 
will  appear  next  year,  the  figures  being  issued  separately  later. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  90-91 
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13.  Stockholm  1792  July  9  Recommends  Toerner,  a  M.A.  of  Uppsala  University  for 


14.  Stockholm 

appointment  in  B.’s  library  and  museum;  T.’s  dissertation  De  Charac- 
teribus  Insectorum  has  been  highly  praised  by  Thunberg,  and  he  seems 
most  suitable  for  the  post;  discusses  the  political  situation  in  Sweden. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  96-98 
1792  Oct.  9  Toerner  embarked  on  Oct.  4;  he  hopes  his  service  will  be 

satisfactory  to  B. ;  T.  has  always  been  addicted  to  study  and  has  little  of 
gay  manners,  but  these  do  not  properly  attach  to  persons  of  literary  merit. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  290-291 

15.  Stockholm 

1794  Feb.  26  Has  just  returned  from  the  south  and  found  B.’s  letter 

which  has  awaited  him  for  five  weeks ;  he  is  most  grateful  to  B.  for  having 
provided  that  the  money  paid  to  Mrs.  Idman  ( q.v .)  should  ultimately  be 
added  to  the  professorship  [see  Mathesius,  A.];  he  is  pleased  that 
Toerner  has  done  so  well  and  that  the  Clifford  and  Hermann  Herbaria 
have  been  acquired  by  B. ;  the  publication  of  his  opuscula  has  been  de¬ 
layed  by  shortage  of  paper;  two  fasciculi  of  his  Flora  Indiae  Occidentalis 
were  lost  at  sea,  and  he  is  now  working  at  restoring  them  from  his  MS. ; 
asks  when  B.’s  work  on  South  Sea  plants  will  appear ;  Afzelius  has  returned 
to  Africa.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  292-293 

16.  Stockholm 

1797  Mar.  22  Thanks  B.  for  his  gift  of  his  splendid  library  catalogue; 

was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  bad  state  of  B.’s  health  in  1796;  his  book  on 
West  Indian  plants  has  been  delayed  by  the  war,  but  it  is  now  going  for¬ 
ward  and  will  soon  appear.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  396 

17.  Stockholm 

1798  Feb.  20  Thanks  B.  for  the  third  vol.  of  his  library  catalogue;  the 

first  part  of  his  Flora  appeared  in  Nov.  and  although  he  had  dedicated  it  to 
R.S.,  it  was  then  too  late  in  the  year  to  send  it,  and  it  will  be  dispatched  in 
the  spring;  Thunberg  has  been  in  ill-health  for  some  time;  a  Licheno- 
graphiae  Suecicae  Prodromus  is  in  the  press,  the  work  of  Acharius,  a  pupil 
of  Linnaeus;  asks  when  Afzelius  will  return. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  118-119 

18.  Stockholm 

1799  Jan.  23  He  sent  a  copy  of  the  first  part  of  his  Flora  and  letters 

also  to  B.  in  August  last,  but  the  traveller  taking  them  was  stopped  at 
Hamburg ;  he  made  arrangements  for  them  to  go  by  the  packet-boat,  and 
hopes  the  parcel  arrived  safely.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  116-117 

19.  Stockholm 

1800  Sept.  7  Thanks  B.  for  the  last  vol.  of  his  library  catalogue;  his 

Flora  Ind.  Occid.  will  be  completed  in  a  few  weeks,  a  very  long  under¬ 
taking  ;  Afzelius  has  returned  to  Sweden ;  the  Lichenographia  of  Acharius 
was  published  last  year;  Thunberg  has  published  another  part  of  his 
Japanese  Flora.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  1 20-1 21 

20.  Stockholm 

1809  June  12  Thanks  B.  for  his  bounty  to  the  Stockholm  Acad,  of 

Sciences,  which  he,  surviving  Mrs.  Idman,  will  now  enjoy.  [See  above,  No. 

15.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  52-53 

SWEDERUS,  Nils  Samuel  (1751-1833).  Entomologist 

1.  Stockholm  1779  Mar.  12  Concerning  books  which  B.  has  asked  him  to  buy  for  his 


2.  Leipzig 

3.  London 

(B.’s)  library.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  258 

1779  May  14  Same  subject.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  260 

1785  Mar.  31  He  considers  that  the  Insects  in  B.’s  collection  have  been 

treated  with  great  carelessness;  many  have  lost  legs,  antennae  and  even 
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heads;  all  are  covered  with  dust  and  are  ill-arranged;  asks  B.’s  permission 


4.  Stockholm 

to  put  the  collection  in  order;  he  wishes  to  prolong  his  stay  in  England, 
which  is  “such  a  flourishing  and  respectable  nation”.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  173-174 
1788  Apl.  26  The  delay  in  writing  is  due  to  the  loss  of  his  Insects, 

which  he  now  hears  are  back  in  London,  after  having  been  in  the  water 
several  days  after  the  shipwreck;  he  now  sends  B.  a  box  of  Insects;  gives 
news  of  a  shorter  edition  of  De  Geer’s  Memoires  sur  les  Insectes  and  of 
another  edition  of  the  entomological  part  of  Linne’s  Fauna  Suecica\  he 
has  heard  B.’s  collection  of  Insects  described  as  well  arranged  [after  his 

overhaul  of  it].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  245 

SWEDIAUR,  Franfois  Xavier — See  Schwediaur,  Franz  Xaver. 

SWIFT,  William.  Writer  on  Electricity 


1.  Greenwich 

1789  Mar.  6  Comments  on  experiments  at  R.S. ;  asks  permission  to 

dedicate  his  forthcoming  book,  A  Compendium  of  Practical  Electricity , 
to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  233 

D.T.C.  6.  135-136 

2.  [Soho 
Square] 

1789  Mar.  16  *  He  has  no  objection  to  the  dedication  if  the  author  thinks 

it  will  help  the  sale  of  his  book ;  warns  him  to  make  sure  that  no  experiment 
claimed  as  his  own  has  been  previously  published  by  others. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  233  vo. 

D.T.C.  6.  137 

3.  Greenwich 

1789  Mar.  18  He  feels  highly  honoured  by  B.’s  acceptance  of  his 

proposal;  describes  in  detail  the  methods  and  aims  of  his  book. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  238-239 

S  WIN  DEN,  Charles.  Secretary  of  the  Literary  Club 

1.  Apsley  1783  Nov.  16  Explains  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  Literary  Club.  [B. 

had  been  elected  a  member  in  1778.  See  Reynolds,  Sir  Joshua.] 

Bodleian:  MS.  Malone.  36.  1-2 

SWINDEN,  Jan  Hendrik  van  (1746-1823).  Mathematician  and  Physicist 


1.  Amsterdam 

1810  Feb.  20  Sends  B.  La  Chronologie  d'Herodote  written  by  his  friend 

Voloney ;  the  Inst.  Royal  des  Sciences  de  Hollande  some  time  ago  elected 
B.  to  one  of  the  eight  seats  relegated  to  foreign  scholars,  the  others  are 
Laplace  and  Berthollet  (France),  Volta  (Italy),  Walther  and  Jacquin 
(Germany),  Pallas  (Russia),  and  Jefferson  (America);  Vrolik,  the  Sec., 
wrote  to  B.  and  hopes  his  letter  arrived;  John  Christopher  Low  ( q.v .)  is 
sending  B.  his  work  on  the  estimation  of  the  size  of  the  earth  by  the 

ancients.  [French.']  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  82-83 

SYDNEY,  Viscount — See  Towns h end,  Thomas. 

SYDOW,  Karl  Leopold  Adolf  von  (1800-1882).  Theologian 

1.  Berlin  1816  July  19  States  that  among  the  papers  of  his  late  uncle,  who  was 


51— B.L. 

sent  to  England  by  Frederick  II  to  study  British  economics,  is  a  letter  from 
B.,  “as  Director  of  the  praiseworthy  Society  of  Arts  and  Sciences”, 
promising  him  a  premium  of  1000  guineas  for  a  secret  remedy  for  driving 

801 

Sydow,  Karl  Leopold  Adolf  von,  continued 

away  rats ;  his  uncle  seems  to  have  thought  this  sum  too  small  in  view  of 
the  immense  damage  done  by  rats ;  he  has  never  been  in  England,  where 
Sciences  and  Arts  are  rewarded  as  they  were  in  former  times  by  the 
Greeks  and  Romans;  he  now  offers  the  secret  of  the  rat-destroyer  for 
2,000  guineas,  plus  the  expenses  of  travelling  to  England  to  demonstrate 
it.  [?  prank.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  113-114 


SYEDS,  J. 

1.  Rotherhithe  1797  Oct.  —  Encloses  copy  of  a  certificate  received  by  him  on  the 
performance  of  his  steering-compass,  in  case  it  should  be  desired  by  the 
Board  of  Longitude  to  have  enquiry  made.  [The  certificate  is  from  Capt. 
John  Wiles  of  H.M.S.  Lancaster ,  who  states  that  in  the  most  severe 
weather,  the  Steering-compass  had  been  found  to  answer  every  purpose.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  5 


SYMES,  Michael,  F.R.S.  (1753-1809).  Ambassador  to  Court  of  Burma 

1.  Welbeck  1798  Jan.  30  The  chairman  of  H.E.I.  Co.  having  presented  him  with  a 

Street  collection  of  objects  from  Ava,  amongst  them  a  Herbarium  arranged  and 

described  by  Dr.  Buchanan  [afterwards  Hamilton],  he  now  presents  it  to 
B.;  if  he  should  publish  an  account  of  his  Embassy  to  Ava,  asks  B.  to 
inform  him  which  of  the  plants  are  most  worthy  of  notice ;  hopes  to  obtain 
drawings  from  India  House  and  will  present  them  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  13 1 

2.  [Soho  1798  Jan.  30*  Considers  Dr.  Buchanan’s  work  worthy  of  praise;  will 

Square]  make  further  observations  when  he  has  given  it  more  attention;  will  gladly 

supply  such  information  as  is  desired.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  132 

3.  Welbeck  [1799  Dec.  17]  He  has  given  the  botanical  plates  for  his  book  to  Cox  to 

Street  engrave  as  he  has  been  employed  by  B. ;  he  has  printed  the  greater  part 

of  his  book  [ Account  of  an  Embassy  to  the  Kingdom  of  Ava,  London,  1800], 
and  now  only  awaits  the  botanical  descriptions ;  is  pleased  that  he  took  B.’s 
advice  and  wrote  the  book  instead  of  employing  another  person  to  do  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  274-275 

SYMMONS,  John,  F.R.S.  (d.  1832) 


2. 


Grosvenor 

House 


Paddington 

House 


Britwell 

House 


1788  Apl.  26  Comments  on  the  fragments  of  a  mummy[-case]  he  sent  to 
B.;  he  thinks  the  inscription  is  genuinely  ancient  Egyptian,  but  doubts  if 
it  can  ever  be  deciphered;  his  name  has  appeared  in  the  newspapers  in 
connection  with  Wolf-dogs,  where  absurd  statements  are  made. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  187-188 

1798  June  1  A  gardener  [John]  Haxton,  who  had  accompanied  the 
Embassy  to  China  has  been  temporarily  in  his  service,  when  he  learned 
that  he  kept  a  journal  of  the  expedition;  he  has  obtained  the  journal  from 
Haxton,  with  permission  to  retain  it;  Charles  Greville  has  read  it  with 
interest;  he  now  offers  it  to  B.,  but  asks  him  to  keep  it  secret  lest  objection 
be  raised  by  Sir  George  Staunton;  asks  B.  what  he  would  advise  as  to 
making  use  of  the  journal.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  1 50-1 51 

[1798  June  — ]  Is  very  pleased  to  hear  that  B.  enjoyed  the  perusal  of 

Haxton’s  manuscript  and  that  he  desires  to  confer  with  H.  about  the 
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4.  Paddington 
House 


5.  Paddington 
House 


6.  Paddington 
House 


7.  Soho  Square 


8.  Paddington 
House 


9.  [Spring 
Grove 

10.  Paddington 
House 


11.  [Spring 
Grove 

12.  Paddington 
House 

TALBOT,  B. 

1.  Cannock 

2.  Cannock 


continued 

plants  of  China,  at  which  he  will  feel  highly  honoured;  regrets  that  B.  was 
not  at  Spring  Grove  when  he  passed  on  his  present  journey;  invites  B.  to 
visit  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  259 

1799  Oct.  30  Sends  a  paper  by  [Anthony]  Carlisle  on  the  arterial  system 
of  a  certain  “tardigrade  animal”,  together  with  the  animal  itself  with  the 
arteries  injected,  drawings,  etc.,  to  be  laid  before  R.S.  as  early  as  possible. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  200-201 
1804  May  4  States  his  reasons  for  supporting  the  candidature  of 
[Richard]  Duppa  ( q.v .)  for  election  to  R.S. ;  he  supported  him  on  the 
presumption  that  B.  had  given  his  approval. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  143-144 
D.T.C.  14.  255-256 

1804  Dec.  11  He  will  send  B.  Duppa’s  book  for  inspection;  he  thinks  it 
unfair  that  he  should  be  debarred  from  R.S.  and  strongly  urges  his  cause; 
he  thinks  also  that  his  rejection  will  have  a  serious  effect  on  his  health; 
proposes  a  new  certificate  and  a  new  ballot  for  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  1 74-1 75 
D.T.C.  15.  1 92-1 94 

1804  Dec.  11  *  He  declines  to  enter  into  correspondence  on  Duppa’s 
rejection  from  R.S. ;  as  to  his  book,  he  is  not  qualified  to  give  an  opinion 
on  it.  D.T.C.  15.  195-196 

1814  July  31  Informs  B.  that  he  has  witnessed  some  remarkable  cures  of 
blindness  effected  by  Sir  William  Adams,  Oculist  to  the  Prince  Regent; 
praises  his  extraordinary  skill  and  states  that  Adams  “is  ambitious  of  a 
seat  on  the  Royal  Society”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  19 

1814  Aug.  1]  *  He  declines  to  consider  Adams  a  suitable  candidate  for 
R.S. ;  the  Society  is  not  concerned  with  the  professional  elevation  of  any 
person.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  19  vo. 

1814  Aug.  22  Again  urges  the  candidature  of  Sir  William  Adams;  he  is 
convinced  that  his  desire  for  election  is  not  influenced  by  the  hope  of 
increasing  his  practice,  as  he  is  already  at  the  head  of  his  profession; 
encloses  the  Report  of  the  Philomathic  Society  of  Paris,  translated  and 
printed  in  England,  to  show  how  highly  he  is  esteemed  in  Paris. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  20 

1814  Aug.  25]  *  Pie  considers  it  quite  evident  that  if  Adams  were  really 
at  the  head  of  his  profession  he  would  not  have  issued  the  translation  of  the 
Paris  report  at  his  own  expense.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  22 

1814  Aug.  30  Apologizes  for  the  urgency  of  his  advocacy  of  Sir  William 
Adams,  and  accepts  the  refusal  of  B.  to  act  in  the  matter. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  1.  21 


1789  Jan.  4  States  that  he  has  long  wished  to  lay  before  the  Board  of 
Longitude  a  new  method  of  observing  Longitude,  requiring  but  one 
observer;  sets  out  details  of  his  method.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  63 

1789  Nov.  27  Asks  for  information  about  the  papers  he  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Longitude  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  68 
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3 .  [Soho  Square  1 789  Dec.  — ]  *  Replies  that  his  letter  has  been  referred  to  the  Astronomer 
Royal  and  as  soon  as  his  report  is  received  he  will  inform  him  if  it  is 
favourable;  he  does  not  wish  to  encourage  him  in  sanguine  expectations. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  68  vo. 


TASS  IE,  William  (1777-1860).  Modeller  of  Medallions 

1.  Leicester  1799  Oct.  6  Sends  a  book  by  [Henri  Charles  Ernest  de]  Koehler  of  St. 
Square  Petersburg  on  a  gem  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet  [ Description  d'une  Amethyste 

du  Cabinet  de  S.M.  I’Empereur  de  toutes  les  Russies,  1798];  requests  B.  to 
present  it  to  the  library  of  R.S.  R.S.  Letters ,  1787-99.  49 


TATHAM,  William  (1752-1819).  Military  Engineer 


1.  Frith  Street, 
Soho 


2.  Somers 
Town 


3.  Soho 
Square 


4.  Somers 
Town 


5.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


1797  Aug.  14  On  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Philadelphia  sends  B.  some 

historical  documents  and  papers  relating  to  the  family  of  Columbus ;  hopes 
B.  received  the  specimens  of  Salt  Rock  he  brought  from  Spain;  has  left  a 
MS.  in  the  library  of  the  Botanic  Garden  of  Madrid  on  the  Sugar  Maple 
and  other  plants  that  might  be  established  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic; 
has  sent  to  Barton  of  Philadelphia  everything  of  botanical  interest  he  found 
in  Spain;  refers  B.  to  a  letter  on  physical  geography  he  sent  to  Sir  Isaac 
Heard.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  105-106 

1798  Aug.  11  He  has  for  two  years  been  collecting  data  on  drainage  of 

the  Fens;  thinks  it  has  been  done  in  the  past  on  erroneous  principles;  is 
making  arrangements  with  booksellers  for  a  treatise  on  the  subject;  he 
hears  that  B.  has  large  collections  of  data  and  wishes  to  compare  these  with 
his  own.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  161-162 

1798  Aug.  13  *  Is  glad  he  is  taking  up  this  important  subject  in  which 
B.  is  particularly  interested,  having  much  property  in  the  Fens;  agrees 
that  past  methods  have  been  unsatisfactory  and  hopes  that  T.  will  publish 
his  proposed  treatise;  as  B.  has  collected  evidence  for  30  years,  which  he 
values  highly,  he  cannot  be  expected  to  yield  this  up  until  he  is  satisfied 
on  the  new  methods  proposed ;  is  too  much  occupied  with  public  business 
to  attend  to  the  matter  now.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  163 

1798  Aug.  15  Regrets  his  too  hasty  request  to  see  B.’s  papers,  but  still 
hopes  to  convince  him  of  the  utility  of  his  methods  and  to  discuss  them 
freely  with  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  164 

1798  Aug.  20  *  Refers  to  his  last  letter  in  which  he  said  he  was  too  busy 
otherwise  to  enter  into  or  discuss  drainage  now,  but  will  read  anything 
that  T.  publishes  on  the  subject  and  discuss  it  at  some  future  time. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  165 


TATIN,  A.  (fl.  1791—181 1 ).  Seedsman  and  Nurseryman 

1.  Paris  1791  July  12  Sends  through  the  British  Ambassador  a  sample  bottle  of 

a  liquid  preparation,  invented  by  himself,  for  destroying  garden  pests;  it 
has  been  tried  with  great  success  by  more  than  120  gardeners;  begs  B. 
to  send  the  sample  to  Aiton  for  trial  at  Kew;  if  successful,  will  send  the 
formula  to  R.S.  to  be  made  public;  sends  a  copy  of  his  Catalogue  for  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  431-432 
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T atin,  A.,  continued 

2.  [Soho  Square  1791  July  — ]  *  The  sample  arrived  too  late  for  trial  this  season;  suggests 

that  he  should  apply  to  his  own  authorities  for  a  reward,  or  alternatively, 
suggests  ways  of  putting  his  preparation  on  the  market  in  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  432  vo. 

TAYLOR,  Charles  (1756-1823).  Author  and  Engraver 

1.  Hatton  1798  Mar.  20  Sends  copies  of  a  serial  publication  [Calmet’s  Diet,  of  the 

Garden  Bible ]  which  B.  can  materially  assist  by  allowing  him  to  inspect  the 

Mustard-tree,  Seven-eared  Wheat  and  other  plants  mentioned  in  the 
Bible.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  135 

2.  [Soho  Square  1798  Mar.  21]  *  Is  ignorant  of  the  Mustard-tree,  etc.,  never  having 

studied  biblical  botany,  but  thinks  the  translators  have  been  careless  in 
giving  names  to  plants  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures ;  declines  interference 
in  the  work  and  returns  the  numbers  sent  to  him. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  135  vo. 

TEESDALE,  Robert  (d.  1804).  Gardener  and  Seedsman 

1.  Hammer-  1802  Dec.  13  Informs  B.  that  Williams,  a  nurseryman  of  Turnham 

smith  Green,  has  used  Sea-sand  as  a  dressing  for  soil  instead  of  stable-manure, 

and  excellent  potatoes  and  other  plants  thrive  in  it;  suggests  that  many 
sandy  tracts,  left  by  the  sea  and  now  barren,  might  be  used  for  cultivation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  72 

TEMPLE,  Henry,  2nd  Viscount  Palmerston,  F.R.S.  (1739-1802).  Statesman 

1.  Soho  Square  1784  Mar.  28  *  Account  of  trials  made  for  finding  Coal  on  Lord  Palmer¬ 

ston’s  land.  Maggs,  823.  (1954).  17 

2.  Soho  Square  1786  Aug.  3  *  Sends  a  recipe  for  “blue  lights”. 

Maggs,  828.  (1955).  613 


TEMPLE,  Henry  John,  3rd  Viscount  Palmerston,  F.R.S.  (1784-1865).  Statesman 

1.  War  Office  1815  Oct.  3  In  accordance  with  the  wishes  expressed  by  B.  he  will 

appoint  [George]  Caley  ( q.v .)  Superintendent  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at  St. 
Vincent,  and  agrees  that  Caley  will  be  allowed  three  months  to  settle  his 
affairs  before  sailing.  D.T.C.  19.  201 

2.  Stanhope  1818  Dec.  9  He  has  learned  from  communications  received  from  Caley 

Street  that  he  is  not  comfortable  in  the  position  he  holds  at  St.  Vincent;  Caley 

does  not  seem  to  possess  the  social  habits  and  conciliatory  disposition  so 
necessary  in  the  West  Indies ;  much  irritation  has  arisen  on  both  sides,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  desires  to  give  up  his  situation  and  seek  botanical 
exploration  in  some  new  country  rather  than  the  cultivation  of  a  Botanic 
Garden;  asks  B.  to  recommend  a  suitable  successor;  a  proposal  has  been 
made  to  remove  the  garden  to  Trinidad,  an  operation  that  would  be 
difficult,  as  many  of  the  trees  have  been  planted  for  thirty  or  forty  years ; 
the  people  of  St.  Vincent  are  anxious  that  the  garden  should  be  kept  there. 
[See  Young,  George.]  D.T.C.  20.  149-150 


TEMPLE,  Sir  John  (1732-1789).  British  Consul-General,  New  York 

1.  New  York  1787001.3  Encloses  a  letter  from  [Benjamin]  Waterhouse  (qv.), 
Professor  of  Physic  at  Cambridge,  New  England;  Governor  [James] 
Bowdoin  of  Massachusetts  much  wishes  to  become  a  member  of  R.S.  [he 
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was  elected  1788];  he  would  himself  desire  that  honour,  but  whether 
elected  or  not,  will  always  be  ready  to  obey  B.’s  commands. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  527 


TENNYSON,  George  (d.  1835).  Solicitor 

1.  Grimsby  1801  Jan.  13  [To  John  Parkinson,  B.’s  Steward.]  Sends  copy  of  his  letter 

to  Richard  Clitherow,  Solicitor  of  Horncastle,  concerning  the  proposed 
inclosure  of  Thoresby  and  Fulstow.  Hill  Coll.  5.  38 

2.  Grimsby  1801  Feb.  9  Having  been  instructed  by  the  agent  of  Mr.  Powlett  ( q.v .) 

to  call  a  meeting  to  promote  the  Fulstow  Inclosure,  he  saw  Parkinson  and 
gathered  from  him  that  B.  did  not  wish  to  be  applied  to  in  this  early  stage; 
takes  exception  to  an  expression  in  B.’s  letter  to  Parkinson  as  to  “many 
solicitors  that  have  been  self-appointed”,  taking  this  as  an  allusion  to 
himself,  and  is  inclined  to  withdraw  from  the  business.  Hill  Coll.  5.  39 

3.  Soho  Square  1801  Feb.  12  *  As  to  the  statement  of  which  he  complains,  a  person 

cannot  be  appointed  solicitor  to  an  Inclosure  Act,  except  by  the  votes  of  a 
majority  of  proprietors ;  as  he  now  understands  that  T.  had  been  appointed 
by  Powlett,  will  not  in  future  consider  him  as  self-appointed;  as  the  idea 
of  inclosing  Fulstow  originated  with  Powlett,  if  T.  desists  the  matter  will 
drop,  as  he  [B.]  will  take  no  steps  without  P.’s  approval.  Hill  Coll.  5.  40 

4.  Grimsby  1801  Feb.  14  Has  sent  a  draft  petition  to  Parliament  to  White,  his  agent 

in  London,  proposing  an  alternative  of  two  or  one  of  the  three  parishes  to 
go  forward,  and  asking  him  to  send  it  to  Powlett  for  signature,  and  has 
called  a  meeting  for  5  Mar. ;  he  considered  that  consulting  Parkinson,  B.’s 
agent,  was  equivalent  to  consulting  B.  himself.  [Note  by  B. :  “I  calld  on 
Mr.  White  &  informed  him  that  I  did  not  intend  to  sign  the  Petition.”] 

Hill  Coll.  5.  41 

5.  Soho  Square  1801  Feb.  19  *  He  (T.)  still  appears  to  be  offended  at  the  words  used 

in  his  letter  to  Parkinson,  which  was  not  intended  for  other  eyes;  by 
taking  offence,  he  considers  that  T.  would  be  inimical  to  his  interests, 
which  it  would  be  imprudent  in  him  to  place  in  unfriendly  hands. 

Hill  Coll.  5.  40.  (2) 

6.  Grimsby  1801  Feb.  22  Apologizes  for  troubling  B.  further,  but  he  did  not  wish 

to  be  offensive  and  regrets  that  he  has  forfeited  B.’s  good  opinion,  which 
he  is  most  anxious  to  retrieve.  Hill  Coll.  5.  42 


TENON,  Jacques  Rene  (1724-1816).  Surgeon 

1.  Birmingham  1787  July  2  He  and  Coulomb  have  presented  B.’s  letter  to  Watt  and  are 

much  obliged  for  all  B.’s  help  and  suggestions  for  their  mission  [of 
inspecting  English  hospitals:  see  Condorcet,  Nos.  5,  6];  they  will  be 
at  Plymouth  on  nth  July.  [Signed  also  by  C.  A.  Coulomb.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  525 

2.  [Paris]  1787  Aug.  14  A  letter  of  appreciation  of  all  the  help  given  to  them  by  B. 

in  their  visit  to  England.  [Signed  also  by  C.  A.  Coulomb.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  524 

3.  Paris  1787  Aug.  20  He  has  the  honour  of  sending  B.  a  letter  from  the  Baron 

de  Breteuil;  it  contains  B.’s  appointment  by  the  King  to  the  Academie  des 
Sciences;  this  is  not  the  usual  formula,  but  B.  has  been  selected  personally 
for  this  particular  mark  of  respect.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  526 
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Paris 


Paris 


6.  Paris 


Paris 


8.  Paris 


1788  May  21  Sends  copies  of  the  third  report  on  hospitals  for  B.  and 
R.S. ;  introduces  Quesnay,  son  of  Dr.  Q.  who  lives  in  America  and  proposes 
to  found  there  an  “Asylum”  for  the  Sciences;  he  has  been  nominated  by 
the  Academie  to  examine  the  project,  of  which  they  approve.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 21-122 

1788  Aug.  27  Plas  requested  Dr.  Simmons  to  present  two  copies  of  his 
Memoire  sur  les  Hopitaux  de  Paris  for  B.  and  R.S.;  will  send  the  second 
part,  which  describes  the  foreign  hospitals,  as  soon  as  ready.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  123 

1789  May  2  Has  met  Lloyd  in  Paris  and  heard  news  of  B. ;  sends  a  small 
gift,  not  scientific  in  character,  to  B.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  246 

1801  Dec.  26  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  elected  a  Member  of  the 
Institut  in  the  Class  of  Sciences,  Physics  and  Mathematics;  Jefferson  is 
elected  in  the  Class  of  Moral  and  Political  Sciences,  and  Haydn  in 
Literature  and  Fine  Arts.  [French.  Date  on  M.S.  incorrect.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  207 

1802  July  1  Introduces  a  special  friend,  an  authority  on  the  waters  and 
forests  of  France,  Desjoberts,  who  is  taking  his  son  to  England  to  perfect 
him  in  the  language ;  he  is  taking  B.  a  dissertation  on  the  junction  of  the 
Somme  with  the  Escaut,  in  connection  with  the  projected  canal;  hopes  B. 
can  allow  the  visitors  to  attend  a  meeting  of  R.S.;  wishes  B.  would  visit 
Paris,  where  he  has  so  many  friends.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  313 


TERNISIEN  D’HAUDRICOURT,  F. 

1.  Paris  1802  May  15  Asks  B.  to  become  a  subscriber  to  his  work  on  the  Archives 

of  the  French  Nation  [Fastes  de  la  Nation  Franpaise,  1803-5.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  255-256 


TESSIER,  Alexandre  Henri  (1741-1837).  Writer  on  Agriculture 

1.  Paris  1813  Mar.  7  He  sends  B.  a  work  he  has  just  written  by  order  of  Govern¬ 

ment  on  animals  with  fine  wool;  B.  will  observe  from  the  book  how  much 
progress  has  been  made  in  this  branch  of  rural  economy  in  which  both  the 
Academie  des  Sciences  and  the  Institut  take  an  interest.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  154 


THANET,  Earl  of — See  Tufton,  Sackville 


THfiNARD,  Louis  Jacques,  Baron,  F.M.R.S.  (1777-1857).  Chemist 

1.  [Paris]  18x1  Feb.  17  [Signed  also  by  Louis  Joseph  Gay-Lussac.]  They  offer  to 

R.S.  their  joint  work  which  has  just  been  published.  [Recherches  physico- 
chimiques  .  .  .  sur  les  proprietes  du  Potassium ,  etc.,  2  vols.,  Paris,  1 8 1 1 .] 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  118 


THIELSEN,  Hans.  Icelandic  Shipowner 


1.  Tower  Hill 

2.  Queen 
Street, 
Cheapside 


1808  Feb.  22  He  has  been  a  prisoner  of  war  but  is  now  released;  he  is 
in  distress  and  asks  for  financial  help.  D.T.C.  17.  130 

1810  Oct.  11  [To  the  Board  of  Trade.]  Refers  to  the  Order  in  Council 
of  7th  Feb.  1810,  and  gives  particulars  of  the  necessary  imports  and  the 
produce  of  Iceland;  suggests  concessions  to  Iceland  trade  and  asks  per¬ 
mission  to  keep  his  cargo  intact  to  save  unnecessary  expense.  [See  P  R  e  i  d  e  l, 
J.  C.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  60-61 


THIRKILL,  Francis  (1743-1821).  Solicitor 

1.  Boston  1794  Oct.  24  As  requested,  sends  list  of  prices  for  which  the  lots  of  land 

belonging  to  the  Corporation  were  let ;  as  a  public  body,  the  Corporation 
cannot  let  land  by  any  other  means  than  to  the  highest  bidder;  the  prices 
paid  were  far  in  excess  of  the  values.  Hill  Coll.  3.  37 

2.  Boston  1808  Oct.  1 1  On  behalf  of  himself  and  Clitherow  ( q.v .)  sends  copy  of  the 

minutes  of  the  Inclosure  Commissioners  on  the  claims  of  the  Rector  of 
Kirkby  for  tithes,  etc.,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  land  concerned  belongs 
to  B.  Hill  Coll.  4.  8 

THOMAS,  John  (1712-1793).  Dean  of  Westminster  and  Bishop  of  Rochester.  ( See  also 
Addenda) 

1.  [Westminster]  1790  July  12  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  of  the  8th;  he  admits  B.’s  objec¬ 

tion  to  the  westernmost  window  as  a  site  for  the  monument  to  [John 
Gideon]  Loten,  but  wishes  to  have  it  walled-up  to  an  equal  height  with  the 
next;  returns  the  Latin  inscription  and  desires  to  see  the  final  form  of  it 
before  it  is  engraved  on  the  monument.  D.T.C.  7.  1 50-1 51 

2.  [Soho  1790  Juty  13  *  He  will  discuss  the  inscription  with  him  and  gives  an 

Square]  assurance  that  it  will  not  be  used  without  his  approval;  he  has  settled 

the  site  of  the  monument  in  the  western  half  of  the  second  window  [on 
the  S.  side  of  the  nave]  and  awaits  the  confirmation  by  the  Chapter  that 
the  work  may  be  put  in  hand.  D.T.C.  7.  151A 

THOMAS,  William  (d.  1800).  Architect 

1.  New  Road,  1798  Jan.  19  It  is  intended  to  erect  by  public  subscription  a  Naval 
Marylebone  Obelisk  near  Portsmouth  to  commemorate  the  great  victories ;  he  encloses 

a  list  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  approve  the  design  and  superintend 
the  erection  of  the  monument  under  the  auspices  of  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  and  requests  that  B.  will  join  the  Committee. 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  172-173 

2.  Soho  Square  1798  Jan.  20  *  As  he  has  not  the  necessary  knowledge  to  judge  the  merit 

of  ornamental  architecture,  and  as  his  time  is  fully  occupied  with  public 
business,  and  as  he  also  doubts  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  costly  trophy  at 
the  present  time,  he  begs  to  decline  the  honour  proposed  by  H.R.H.  of 
placing  him  on  the  Committee.  D.T.C.  10  (2).  174 

THOMASON,  Sir  Edward  (1769-1849).  Inventor 

1.  Soho  Square  1817  July  6  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  medal  struck  by  T.  of  Matthew 
Boulton,  “  one  of  the  best  and  most  useful  men  that  has  appeared  in  my 
life  time  in  any  country  in  Europe.”  Thomason,  1.  1 44-145 

THOMPSON,  Benjamin.  Stockbreeder;  Secretary  of  the  Merino  Society 

1.  Soho  Square  1809  Nov.  20  *  He  returns  thanks  for  sending  stockings  of  Merino  wool; 

he  was  not  deceived  as  to  the  purity  of  the  stock  of  [Russell]  Collet  [of 
Sherwood,  Notts.];  Lord  Exeter’s  flock  seems  to  him  “like  the  Hydra  to 
have  produced  a  multiplicity  of  heads”;  when  the  Marquis  died,  his  so- 
called  Merinos  were  sold  to  the  butchers,  but  some  are  in  Rutland, 
Norfolk,  etc.;  the  Marquis  had  rams  from  the  King’s  flock  in  1798  and 
1801,  but  apparently  no  ewes;  Mr.  Gell  of  Hopton  has  several  times  had 
pure  Merinos  from  him  (B.) ;  describes  his  own  early  flock  of  Merinos,  the 

808 


Thompson,  Benjamin,  continued 

persons  who  had  animals  from  it  for  breeding,  and  his  reasons  for  giving 
it  up.  [In  the  address,  B.  wrongly  writes  Thomson.] 

Bodleian:  MS.  Montagu,  d.  6.  87-88 

THOMPSON,  Sir  Benjamin,  Count  von  Rumford,  F.R.S.  (1753-1814).  Physicist  ( See  also 
Addenda) 


1.  Munich 

1784  July  6  His  Most  Serene  Electoral  Highness  has  consented  in  so 

explicit  a  manner  to  become  a  Fellow  of  R.S.  that  any  further  application 
from  him  becomes  unnecessary;  the  Elector  has  many  titles,  but  it  is 
presumed  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  insert  them  all  in  the  List  of  R.S.; 
suggests  that  his  name  should  be  inserted  immediately  after  the  list  of 
Kings.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  9.  4 

2.  Munich 

1784  July  6  A  further  letter  on  the  same  subject.  [Carl  Theodor,  Elector 

Palatine  of  Bavaria,  was  elected  F.R.S.  12th  Aug.  1784.]  D.T.C.  4.  40-41 

3.  Munich 

1784  July  24  He  has  read  in  the  London  newspapers  that  200  medals 

commemorating  Capt.  Cook  are  to  be  distributed  to  Fellows  of  R.S. ;  asks 
if  he  is  entitled  to  one,  and  also  if  one  could  be  sent  to  the  Elector,  who  is 
a  great  admirer  of  Cook;  the  Elector  will  feel  much  honoured  if  elected; 
he  offers  a  portrait  of  himself  to  the  Society.  [It  was  accepted  in  1785  and 
hangs  in  the  Society’s  Apartments.]  Webster  Coll.  <17) 

D.T.C.  4.  42-43 

4.  Munich 

1784  Sept.  19  An  answer  by  His  Electoral  Highness  to  the  letter  of  R.S. 

on  his  election  will  be  sent  to  B. ;  H.E.H.  was  pleased  that  his  portrait 
should  be  hung  in  the  meeting-room  of  the  Society;  it  will  be  sent  at  the 
first  opportunity.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  179 

5.  Munich 

1785  Jan.  24  Is  sending  the  portrait  which  H.H.  wishes  to  present  to  R.S. 

as  a  token  of  his  regard.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  175 

6.  Munich 

1785  Jan.  24  Mr.  Walpole,  brother  of  the  English  Minister  to  the  Court, 

has  taken  charge  of  the  picture  of  H.H.,  who  wishes  to  have  the  List  of 
Members  to  see  whether  his  name  has  been  included;  asks  if  H.H.  can 
have  a  Capt.  Cook  medal.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  176 

7.  Munich 

1785  Apl.  10  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  the  portrait  has  arrived  safely;  gives 

an  explanation  of  the  inscription  of  the  Star  of  the  Order  of  St.  Hubert, 
and  history  of  its  holders;  a  very  cold  winter;  game  destroyed  and  cattle 
starving,  the  peasants  feeding  beasts  on  straw  from  their  palliasses  and 
thatch  from  their  cottages ;  the  cost  of  grain  has  doubled  and  is  still  rising ; 
regrets  that  the  Elector  cannot  have  a  Capt.  Cook  medal;  asks  B.  if  he 
would  wish  to  be  a  member  of  the  Munich  Academy  of  Science. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  1 80-1 81 

8.  Diisseldorf 

1785  June  14  Will  put  forward  B.’s  name  to  the  Munich  Academy  as 

soon  as  he  returns ;  has  been  elected  to  the  Academy  at  Mannheim,  and  if 
B.  is  not  already  a  Member,  he  can  easily  become  one;  the  Mannheim 
Academy  have  sent  3  vols.  of  their  meteorological  observations  to  R.S.  but 
have  had  no  acknowledgement ;  accuracy  and  value  of  these  observations ; 
is  grateful  to  B.  for  his  trouble  about  the  Cook  medal,  which  will  give  great 
pleasure  to  the  Elector.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  177-178 

9.  Munich 

1785  Aug.  27  Introduces  the  Baron  de  Wessenberg  who  is  going  to 

London  for  several  months,  and  wishes  to  know  B. ;  he  is  a  man  of  brilliant 
abilities,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  128 
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io.  Munich  1785  Dec.  20  Is  sending  B.  his  diploma  of  the  Academy  of  Bavaria  with 


11.  Munich 

a  message  from  the  Elector;  hopes  to  carry  out  his  long-planned  experi¬ 
ments  on  Heat ;  details,  referring  to  Wilkie  and  Kirwan ;  the  conductivity 
of  moist  air  and  loss  of  human  heat  in  winter  and  summer,  etc. ;  the 
Elector  wishes  to  know  if  B.  wishes  to  become  a  member  of  the  Mannheim 
Academy ;  will  propose  Blagden  also,  if  he  desires  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  358-361 
1785  Dec.  28  [To  Mr.  Frazer  (William  Fraser)  Under-Sec.  of  State.] 

Requests  him  to  send  the  letter  and  diploma  to  B.,  and  his  own  dissertation 
on  Heat  to  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  362 

12.  Munich 

1786  May  4  Sends  for  B.  and  Blagden  their  diplomas  as  Hon.  Members 

of  the  Mannheim  Academy;  the  Capt.  Cook  medal  for  the  Elector  has 
arrived;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  R.S.  has  accepted  his  paper  on  Heat  for 
publication;  has  written  on  remedies  for  defects  of  the  thermometer;  a 
new  silk  that  separates  air  from  water;  the  transit  of  Mercury  he  observed 
through  a  Ramsden  achromatic  telescope,  and  is  anxious  to  see  Herschel’s 
observations  on  same;  thanks  B.  for  civilities  to  Baron  de  Wessenberg. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  363-366 

13.  Munich 

1786  Oct.  15  Sends  papers  in  the  form  of  letters  to  lay  before  R.S. ; 

hopes  soon  to  send  his  remarks  on  thermometers  and  a  continuation  of  his 
experiments  on  Heat ;  is  having  a  thermometer  made  to  measure  all  degrees 
of  heat  of  melted  iron;  has  lately  received  two  thermometers  made  by 
Troughton  under  Blagden’s  direction;  Marquis  Trotti  and  Baron  de 
Wessenberg  are  delighted  with  all  that  B.  did  for  them  in  England. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  367-368 

14.  Munich 

1786  Nov.  6  Sends  his  essay  on  the  construction  of  thermometers,  with 

drawings,  explanation  and  algebraic  calculations,  and  hopes  it  is  not  too 
long;  he  would  like  to  change  the  scale  of  the  instrument  and  adapt  its 
divisions  to  the  real  differences  of  heat.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  530-531 

15.  Munich 

1786  Nov.  25  Is  very  grateful  to  B.  for  his  reply  to  his  observations  on 

the  dephlogisticated  air  yielded  by  water;  Blagden  will  show  B.  his 
rejoinder  on  the  subject;  accepts  the  offer  of  Wedgwood’s  thermometer; 
the  principles  on  which  he  proposes  to  construct  his  own. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  532-533 

16.  Munich 

1787  Alar.  12  Thanks  B.  for  interesting  astronomical  news;  looks  for¬ 

ward  to  the  discoveries  which  Herschel  will  make  with  his  40-ft.  telescope ; 
is  flattered  by  the  reception  of  his  paper  by  R.S.;  Blagden  is  right  in 
doubting  his  assertion  that  water  increases  in  weight  when  frozen ;  has  now 
proved  that  variation  in  temperature  has  no  effect  on  weight;  account  of 
his  experiments,  and  offers  the  results  to  R.S.;  the  movements  of  the 
Elector  will  prevent  his  coming  to  London  till  next  year. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  534-536 

17.  Dessau 

1787  Sept.  27  The  Prince  of  Anhalt  Dessau  is  sending  B.  some  water- 

nuts,  which  should  grow  in  England  as  easily  as  in  Germany;  they  are  a 
great  delicacy  if  boiled  and  eaten  with  butter  and  salt ;  had  hoped  to  come 
to  England,  but  has  had  to  travel  to  Silesia  and  Berlin. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  529 

18.  Gottingen 

1787  Oct.  13  Instructions  for  planting  water-nuts;  although  B.  asked  for 

them  four  years  ago,  he  was  unable  to  procure  any  till  he  went  to  Dessau ; 
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has  been  touring  nearly  three  months  in  Bohemia,  Saxony,  Silesia,  etc. ; 
Blagden  writes  that  a  celebrated  French  chemist  has  been  unable  to  repeat 
his  (T.’s)  experiments  on  the  production  of  air  from  water  and  raw  silk 
exposed  to  the  sun’s  rays.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  537-538 

1788  Feb.  24  Laments  that  his  occupations  at  Court  leave  no  time  for 
science ;  has  been  made  a  member  of  the  Berlin  Academy  of  Sciences,  and 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Elector  Major-General  of  his  Cavalry. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  1 24-1 25 

1789  Oct.  3  He  has  been  charged  by  the  Elector  to  have  one  of  his  cooks 

trained  in  English  cookery  and  asks  if  B.  will  take  the  cook  into  his  kitchen ; 
has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  Bavarian  army  which  he  is  organizing  on 
a  new  plan;  asks  if  George  III  would  be  amused  to  see  his  memoir  on  the 
formation  of  armies.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  247-249 

1790  Jan.  2  He  conveys  the  thanks  of  the  Elector  to  B.  for  allowing  one 

of  his  cooks,  Peter  Kurrer,  to  learn  the  art  of  English  cooking  in  his  kitchen ; 
the  Secretary  to  the  Bavarian  Minister,  Count  Haslang,  will  supply  Kurrer 
with  the  money  he  needs.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  346 

1790  May  6  Is  pleased  to  hear  of  the  cook’s  good  behaviour;  “as  we 
have  very  good  beef  in  this  country  and  pit-coal  too,  I  have  no  doubt 
we  shall  be  able  to  regaile  the  Elector  with  a  tolerable  sirloin  on  our  young 
man’s  return”;  promises  to  send  the  coins  asked  for;  hopes  peace  will  be 
preserved  in  Germany  and  comments  on  the  political  situation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  347-348 
1790  July  7  Sends  the  coins  for  Miss  Banks  by  Mr.  Coutts,  the  banker; 
expresses  dissatisfaction  with  the  present  life  at  Court  and  in  politics,  and 
has  determined  to  end  his  days  in  London,  “in  the  peaceable  pursuits  of 
Science  and  the  tranquil  enjoyments  of  friendship”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  349-350 
1793  Jan.  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  of  Dec.  25  1792  and  for  his 
congratulations  upon  the  honour  done  him  by  R.S.  [award  of  the  Copley 
Medal]  and  upon  his  being  created  a  Count  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire ; 
explains  his  reason  for  choosing  the  title  of  Rumford;  is  pleased  B.  is 
going  to  have  a  copy  made  of  his  ice-house ;  has  made  an  apparatus  for 
measuring  the  intensity  of  light  and  is  experimenting  with  it;  has  also 
made  experiments  with  gunpowder  and  shooting  with  arrows  instead  of 
bullets ;  one  arrow  went  up  vertically  a  mile  and  a  half  (calculated  on  the 
time  of  the  ascent) ;  describes  an  experiment  on  the  force  of  an  explosion 
of  gunpowder  in  a  confined  space.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  1 74-1 77 

1793  Jan.  26  Has  received  through  Lord  Auckland,  H.B.M.  Ambas¬ 
sador  at  The  Hague,  B.’s  official  letter  of  Dec.  1,  with  the  gold  medal  of  the 
R.S.  awarded  for  his  papers  on  Heat  in  Phil.  Trans. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  178-179 
1793  Feb.  6  In  the  course  of  his  experiments  he  has  made  a  discovery 
which  enables  him  greatly  to  improve  fire-arms  and  may  revolutionize 
warfare;  he  informed  the  Elector  and  repeated  the  experiment  in  his 
presence;  the  Elector  gave  him  permission  to  communicate  it  to  all  the 
Sovereigns  of  Europe  on  the  same  day  with  a  memorial  stating  that  the 
invention  was  his  own  and  that  those  who  adopted  it  should  recompense 
him;  Sir  John  Macpherson  who  has  been  in  Munich  wished  him  to  go  to 
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England  at  once  with  his  invention,  but  his  health  did  not  permit;  Sir 
J.  M.  has  written  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  who  may  consult  B. ;  he  cannot 
give  details  of  his  invention,  which  is  simple  and  cheap,  by  letter  as  the 
post  is  too  uncertain.  [Note  by  B.,  “Given  to  T.K.  March  ist  1793.“ 
(?  The  King).]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  180-183 

27.  Munich  1793  Feb.  17  [Copy  in  B.’s  handwriting;  the  original  was  probably  given 


28.  Munich 

to  the  King.]  Sends  by  a  gentleman  going  directly  to  London  two  copies 
of  a  printed  account  of  the  results  of  his  military  arrangements,  one  for  B. 
the  other  for  the  King;  wishes  he  could  give  details  but  if  an  accident 
befell  the  bearer  it  would  be  very  dangerous  for  him ;  has  also  completed 
another  invention  on  the  firing  of  cannon  which  will  be  particularly  useful 
to  the  Navy  as  it  dispenses  with  the  use  of  the  powder-horn,  of  priming, 
and  of  the  match.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  184 

1793  Mar.  17  The  bearer  of  this  letter  will  deliver  to  B.  two  pistols  of 

his  invention  for  firing  off  cannon,  one  to  be  used  with  tubes,  the  other 
with  coarse  powder;  begs  B.  to  have  them  introduced  for  general  use  in  the 
Navy;  had  intended  to  come  to  England  himself,  but  owing  to  ill  health  is 
leaving  for  Italy  where  he  may  remain  more  than  a  year;  if  B.  wishes  for 
more  information  he  will  send  it  by  a  person  of  confidence;  letters  to  be 
sent  to  Munich  and  will  be  forwarded.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  185-187 

29.  East  Sheen 

1796  June  28  Will  send  his  servant  to  London  to  obtain  from  his  book¬ 

seller  his  3rd  and  4th  Essays  and  take  them  immediately  to  B.;  also  sends 
proof-sheet  of  his  dedication  which  B.  may  give  the  King  if  he  thinks 
proper;  his  first  vol.  of  Essays  will  be  published  in  a  few  days;  has  already 
given  the  3rd  and  4th  to  Dr.  Fisher,  the  King’s  Chaplain;  desires  B.  to 
tell  the  King  that  he  (Ct.  Rumford)  lays  his  services  at  H.M.  feet  and  that 
the  object  of  his  life  is  to  be  worthy  of  his  gracious  notice  and  protection. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  377-378 

30.  London 

1796  July  17  Informs  B.  of  his  intention  to  transfer  to  R.S.  £1000  Stock, 

the  income  of  which  shall  be  given  every  second  year  as  a  premium  to  the 
author  of  the  most  important  and  useful  discovery  in  Heat  or  Light; 
suggests  a  competition  basis,  and  that  its  form  should  be  a  gold  and  silver 
medal.  Brabourne ,  59-60 

31.  Munich 

1796  Oct.  12  Describes  the  uncomfortable  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of 

Munich  between  the  French  and  Austrian  armies;  he  had  been  given  the 
command  of  the  army  by  the  Elector;  his  efforts  to  prevent  the  French 
from  occupying  the  town;  his  success,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Elector  and 
the  people ;  is  about  to  resign  his  commission  in  order  to  be  able  to  con- 

tinue  his  experiments  on  Heat,  non- conductivity,  etc.  Brabourne,  63-65 
32.  Soho  Square  1796  Dec.  2  *  Expresses  the  gratification  and  thanks  of  R.S.  for  his 


33.  Munich 

proposal  with  regard  to  the  medal;  hopes  the  first  award  will  be  made  in 
1798;  he  feared  that  the  subjects  eligible  for  the  prize  were  too  restricted, 
but  as  no  objection  was  made,  he  regards  the  point  as  fixed;  suggestions 
as  to  the  die  and  the  cost  of  the  precious  metals  in  which  the  medal  will 
be  struck.  Brabourne,  61-62 

1796  Dec.  5  He  has  sent  to  B.,  at  R.S.,  two  large  packets  containing  the 

account  of  his  experiments  on  the  force  of  gunpowder;  if  not  suitable  for 
Phil.  Trans,  desires  B.  to  have  25  copies  privately  printed ;  when  the  French 
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left  the  vicinity  of  Munich,  the  Bavarian  troops  were  dispersed  and  he 
resigned  his  army  command ;  has  now  time  to  devote  to  scientific  pursuits, 
but  he  still  superintends  several  public  departments  and  is  consulted  on 
all  army  matters ;  is  now  finishing  an  essay  on  the  management  of  fire  and 
fuel  economy;  desires  news  of  any  discoveries  in  England  in  the  same 
field.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  379-380 

34.  Soho  Square  1796  Dec.  30*  Announces  that  R.S.  will  bear  the  cost  of  making  the 

dies  for  the  Rumford  Medal,  which  he  hopes  will  be  struck  by  Boulton 
and  designed  by  Planta  of  the  British  Museum.  Brabourne,  66 

35.  Munich  1797  Jan.  5  Thanks  B.  for  the  honour  done  him  by  R.S.  in  accepting  his 

proposals  for  the  prize;  felicitates  B.  on  their  friendship  of  twenty  years; 
discusses  details  of  the  medal,  its  size,  etc.,  but  is  sure  that  any  decision 
reached  will  be  agreeable  to  him ;  is  making  further  experiments  on  Heat, 
and  hopes  soon  to  send  his  essay  on  Fire  and  Fuel  Economy,  is  also 
preparing  one  on  the  process  of  cooking.  Brabourne,  67-68 

36.  Munich  1797  Feb.  1  He  is  very  gratified  by  the  mark  of  esteem  shown  him  by 

Council  of  R.S.;  note  on  some  private  business  relating  to  the  lease  of  a 
house  which  has  been  made  over  to  him  as  collateral  security  for  an 
annuity,  and  apologizes  to  B.  and  Blagden  for  involving  them  in  the 
matter;  is  working  on  a  paper  on  the  conducting  powers  of  liquids  in 
regard  to  heat,  and  showing  that  radiant  heat  can  descend  through  ice-cold 
water  without  warming  it;  transparent  liquids  are  perfect  non-conductors 
of  heat,  etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  381-382 

37.  Munich  1797  Feb.  7  Description  of  the  monument  erected  in  his  honour  in 

Munich;  his  daughter  was  with  him  when  he  first  saw  it  and  they  were 
both  much  affected;  encloses  copy  of  the  inscription  (f.  390)  and  copy  of 
a  letter  from  E[liphalet]  Pearson  ( q.v .),  Sec.  American  Academy  of 
Science,  on  his  offer  to  found  a  fund  for  research ;  has  also  heard  from  the 
President  of  the  Academy  and  from  Dr.  Willard  of  Cambridge  (Mass.). 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  386-387 

38.  Munich  1797  Feb.  19  Asks  B.  to  inform  him  of  the  most  approved  composition 

of  gun-metal  in  England,  and  for  the  receipt  for  making  Indian  and  Chinese 
lights,  as  he  does  not  know  the  proportions  of  Nitre  and  Orpiment  used 
in  them ;  preparations  are  being  made  against  invasion ;  the  Austrians  are 
moving  troops  from  the  Rhine  to  reinforce  the  Tyrolean  passes;  fears 
another  visit  from  the  French;  his  6th  Essay  has  gone  to  press  and  the  7th 
is  well  forward.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  383-384 

39.  Munich  1797  Apl.  20  Reminds  B.  of  his  request  for  an  opinion  as  to  how  far 

discoveries  in  Optics  and  Chemistry  by  the  agency  of  Fire  ought  to  be 
considered  as  connected  with  Light  and  Heat,  and  therefore  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  awarding  the  premium  he  had  founded  to  encourage 
investigation  into  these  subjects;  is  willing  to  leave  the  decision  to  the 
Society  and  adds  his  own  view  that  all  is  eligible  which  tends  “directly  and 
powerfully  to  increase  the  enjoyments  and  comforts  of  life,  especially  in 
the  lower  and  more  numerous  classes  of  society”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  58 

40.  Munich  1797  Nov.  21  He  has  sent  a  letter  of  introduction  by  Count  Arco,  who 

is  likely  to  rise  high  in  the  diplomatic  service ;  is  about  to  send  a  paper  on 
heat  generated  by  friction  and  hopes  it  will  be  in  time  to  be  presented  to 
R.S.  before  Christmas;  summarizes  his  experiments,  the  main  object  of 
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which  is  to  prove  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  an  “igneous  fluid”,  i.e. 
Caloric.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  476-477 

1797  Dec.  20  Blagden  has  told  him  how  much  trouble  B.  has  taken  to 

settle  his  affairs  with  the  heirs  of  his  late  agent  Armstrong  [see  No.  36], 
and  is  very  grateful;  would  like  to  come  to  England  to  superintend  the 
improvements  he  has  installed  but  the  arrival  of  his  daughter  from  America 
has  increased  his  household  expenses  too  much  to  allow  of  it ;  would  wish 
to  be  appointed  Bavarian  Minister  in  London  and  has  hinted  this  to  the 
Elector;  asks  B.  to  make  enquiries  at  the  fountain-head,  but  to  keep  the 
matter  secret.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  478-481 

1798  Feb.  3  Asks  B.’s  opinion  of  his  proposal  to  print  his  paper  on  Heat 
Generated  by  Friction  as  his  8th  Essay,  which  with  the  6th  and  7th 
would  form  the  second  volume;  if  the  R.S.  accept  it  for  Phil.  Trans,  it 
might  be  improper  to  print  it  elsewhere.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  470 

1798  Feb.  12  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  of  26  Jan.  on  the  delicate  subject 
concerning  himself ;  his  own  situation  is  now  much  changed  owing  to  the 
revolutionary  infiltration  beyond  the  Rhine;  the  Elector  has  issued  an 
order  by  which  he  has  been  placed  in  command  of  troops  and  has  created 
a  security  system  to  suppress  sedition  and  has  also  expedited  the  course  of 
justice;  his  appointment  has  been  approved  by  all  ranks.  [Order  from  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  28  Jan.  1798,  giving  power  to  Count  Rumford  to 
raise  a  force  to  keep  law  and  order  and  calling  on  all  people  to  assist  him, 
f.  473.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  471-472 

1798  May  23  Sends  an  account  of  his  recent  experiments,  but  his  new 
appointment  leaves  him  little  time ;  intends  to  carry  out  experiments  with 
a  litter  of  pigs  to  ascertain  whether  cooking  renders  food  more  nutritious, 
and  if  so,  to  what  extent.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  474-475 

1798  June  13  As  his  last  letters  were  hurriedly  written,  he  sends  further 
details  of  his  experiments  outlined  in  them;  if  his  paper  is  printed  in 
Phil.  Trans,  asks  B.  to  order  30  reprints,  which  his  booksellers  will  pay  for, 
and  asks  that  the  same  may  be  done  for  any  future  papers ;  hopes  to  visit 
England  in  the  autumn,  but  doubts  the  possibility. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  482-483 
1798  Aug.  12  He  has  been  appointed  the  Elector’s  Minister  at  the  Court 
of  St.  James;  expresses  his  delight  at  the  appointment  and  the  prospect 
of  seeing  B.  frequently.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  484-485 

1801  Sept.  21  Is  about  to  sail  for  Calais  in  a  neutral  vessel  in  company 
with  [Marc  Auguste]  Pictet  ( q.v .) ;  he  hopes  to  be  in  Munich  in  a  fortnight 
and  to  return  to  London  in  December;  Dr.  [Thomas]  Young  promises  to 
be  a  great  acquisition,  and  Davy  “may  do  very  well  indeed,  if  he  gets  the 
better  of  his  natural  disposition  to  be  idle  and  to  procrastinate”. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  9.  7 

1801  Oct.  3  Has  seen  the  Elector,  who  has  been  very  gracious  about  his 
plans;  hopes  to  be  in  London  by  the  end  of  November  and  stay  a  few 
months;  his  journey  from  Dover  to  Munich;  distance  travelled;  a  levy  is 
made  on  travellers  through  France  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  roads. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  103-104 
1801  Nov.  11  He  has  had  a  flattering  reception  in  Paris  and  has  been  to 
meetings  of  the  Institut,  at  one  of  which  Volta  read  a  paper  on  Galvanism ; 
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has  met  and  dined  with  the  First  Consul;  he  is  very  intimate  with  Chaptal 


50.  Paris 

and  has  frequently  seen  Talleyrand ;  Laplace,  Berthollet  and  Fourcroy  have 
each  given  a  dinner  in  his  honour  and  he  is  generally  treated  with  the 
utmost  civility.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  107-108 

D.T.C.  12.  281-282 

1801  Nov.  22  The  Class  of  Mathematics  and  Physics  are  proposing  the 

election  of  foreign  members  of  the  Institut,  B.  heads  the  list,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Maskelyne,  Cavendish,  Herschel,  Priestley,  Pallas  and  Volta;  in 
the  Second  Class  are  himself,  Jefferson  (President  of  U.S.A.),  Major 
Rennell  and  others;  begs  B.  to  be  prudent  about  this  information,  as  the 
elections  will  not  take  place  for  some  weeks. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  105-106 
D.T.C.  12.  283 

51.  Paris 

1802  July  19  Thanks  B.  for  the  print  he  has  sent  which  has  given  him 

real  satisfaction;  a  member  of  the  Institut  will  probably  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Sussex  Agricultural  Society  at  Lewes,  and  Lord  Egremont, 
now  in  Paris,  has  offered  to  be  his  host;  asks  if  B.  intends  to  be  there; 
great  advantages  might  be  derived  from  such  an  intercourse  between  the 
two  nations.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  199-200 

52.  Paris 

1802  July  20-21  Has  taken  Lord  Egremont  to  see  the  Minister  of  the 

Interior  and  Laplace,  who  is  taking  Lord  E.  to  a  meeting  of  the  Institut,  a 
meeting  he  could  not  attend  as  he  had  to  go  to  the  dinner  of  the  Bavarian 
Minister;  a  special  meeting  of  the  Inst,  was  held  to  decide  a  dispute 
among  the  engineers  about  an  intended  canal  from  St.  Quentin  to  Cambrai 
at  which  the  First  Consul  was  present  and  took  a  lively  part;  accounts  of 
his  dining  with  Napoleon  on  14th  July,  when  240  people  were  there; 
Napoleon  at  the  opera;  he  will  return  to  Munich  in  a  few  weeks  and  has 
had  kindly  letters  from  the  Elector;  has  been  staying  with  Gen.  [le 
Comte  Antoine  Francois]  Andreossy,  who  has  a  good  reputation  and  is  a 
personal  friend  of  the  First  Consul;  thanks  B.  for  information  about  the 
Royal  Institution.  [In  D.T.C.  this  and  the  previous  letter  are  combined.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  201-204 
D.T.C.  13.  208-211 

53.  Paris 

1802  July  24  Informs  B.  that  Parmentier  will  attend  the  Sussex  Agri¬ 

cultural  meeting  at  Lewes ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Institut  and  of  the  Soc. 
d’ Agriculture  of  Paris  and  is  a  zealous  promoter  of  useful  improvements ; 
Lord  Egremont  will  receive  him  at  Brighthelmstone. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  205-206 

54.  Munich 

1803  Jan.  20  The  country  (Bavaria)  is  still  very  unsettled  and  it  is  not 

advisable  to  attempt  any  political  reform  at  present;  is  happy  in  his 
situation  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  Elector;  has  lately  been  to  Mann¬ 
heim  and  has  visited  the  new  possessions  in  Franconia;  these  visits  have 
delayed  his  experiments  on  Heat ;  description  of  some  of  them. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  295-298 

55.  Munich 

1803  Mar.  6  Is  much  flattered  by  the  honour  conferred  on  him  by  R.S. 

[the  award  of  the  Rumford  Medal] ;  hopes  soon  to  be  in  England  and  asks 
B.  to  keep  the  medals  till  he  arrives ;  although  his  situation  is  satisfactory, 
the  life  of  a  courtier  cannot  be  altogether  secure ;  has  made  some  discoveries 
of  the  calorific  rays  given  out  by  all  bodies;  is  greatly  perturbed  about  “his 
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beloved  child”  [the  Royal  Institution]  and  hopes  B.  will  take  pity  as  the 
child  is  as  much  B.’s  as  his  own.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  299-300 

56.  Munich  1803  Apl.  14  He  has  contrived  to  render  the  radiations  of  cold  bodies 

perfectly  sensible  without  reflecting  mirrors;  these  radiations  always 
occasion  cold ;  black  garments  are  the  coldest  that  can  be  worn,  when  the 
direct  rays  of  the  sun  are  avoided  and  should  be  worn  in  the  tropics; 
various  details  about  radiation  and  absorption  of  heat;  has  invented  an 
instrument  for  measuring  calorific  rays  and  has  made  many  experiments 
on  the  cooling  of  bodies  in  air,  the  influence  of  surface  substance  and 
colour,  etc.;  hopes  to  send  a  detailed  account  for  R.S.  before  long. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  301-306 

57.  Paris  1803  May  10  He  has  sent  four  memoirs  on  Heat  by  Gen.  Hitroff 

[Hittorff],  who  had  read  them  at  the  Institut,  and  now  sends  a  fifth  by  the 
American  Minister,  Livingston;  if  B.  thinks  them  of  interest  to  R.S.  he 
may  communicate  them  if  he  wishes ;  asks  B.  to  send  his  medals  by  Living¬ 
ston  ;  will  probably  spend  much  of  his  time  in  Paris,  but  intends  to  retain 
his  home  in  Brompton ;  he  intends  to  devote  his  time  to  research  and  has 
formed  a  connection  with  a  lady  whose  fortune  will  enable  him  to  do  this 
[he  married  the  widow  of  Lavoisier] ;  Biot  and  Gay-Lussac  will  make  a 
balloon  ascent  for  magnetic  experiments  in  the  upper  atmosphere. 
[Abstract  of,  and  comments  on  the  experiments  on  Heat  mentioned  in  Nos. 
51,  52  and  53  above  and  in  a  letter  of  Oct.  10  1803,  which  is  missing,  in 
B.’s  handwriting,  f.  307.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  308-310 

58.  [Soho  Square  1804  Apl. — ]*  Is  dissatisfied  with  the  way  the  Royal  Institution  is 

conducted  by  the  professors,  and  Rumford’s  absence  is  detrimental  to  it; 
the  R.S.  is  very  prosperous,  it  has  now  “not  one  attending  member  who  is 
at  all  addicted  to  Politicks”;  the  subordinate  societies  are  all  prosperous; 
sends  a  book  on  Heat  and  thinks  the  author  worthy  of  the  Rumford 
Medal  [Sir  John  Leslie  was  awarded  the  medal  in  1804  for  his  book,  The 
Nature  and  Properties  of  Heat ] ;  is  sending  his  medals  by  Livingston. 

de  Beer  Coll.  23 
D.T.C.  14.  249-250 

59.  Paris  1804  May  4  Recommends  Gen.  Hittorff,  a  Russian  nobleman  who  has 

been  travelling  in  Europe  for  two  years  to  study  establishments  of  public 
utility;  the  present  war  has  cut  him  off  from  his  friends  in  England,  but 
he  continues  his  researches ;  he  thinks  Caloric  will  be  buried  in  the  same 
grave  as  phlogiston;  he  has  presented  two  memoirs  to  the  Institut  and 
will  try  to  send  copies  to  Davy  for  the  R.  Institution;  asks  B.  to  send  him 
copies  of  his  last  [R.S.]  paper  under  cover  to  the  Institut  or  the  Prussian 
Minister;  he  is  forming  a  connection  that  will  contribute  greatly  to  his 
happiness.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  368-369 

60.  Soho  Square  1804  June  6*  Sends  Leslie’s  book  on  Heat,  the  Nautical  Almanac  for 

Delambre  and  the  [Rumford]  Medal  awarded  by  R.S. ;  asks  if  he  considers 
Leslie  suitable  for  the  next  award;  his  admiration  for  the  French  Institut 
and  the  mutual  benefits  that  accrue  from  it ;  has  received  the  medals  for 
Cavendish,  Maskelyne,  Herschel  and  himself;  James  Forbes,  F.R.S.,  is 
still  a  prisoner  in  France;  the  [Royal]  Institution  has  “fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Enemy  &  is  now  perverted  to  a  hundred  uses  for  which  you  and  I 
never  intended  it” ;  the  Journal  has  ceased  publication.  D.T.C.  14.  282-284 
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THOMPSON,  R. 

1.  Dover  1788  Jan.  2  The  sheep  have  arrived  at  Calais,  and  he  will  ask  Capt. 

Sutton  to  bring  them  over  as  soon  as  wind  and  weather  are  favourable; 
they  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  French  shepherd  until  B.’s  men  arrive; 
accommodation  and  food  have  been  provided  for  them;  will  write  to  M. 
Mouron  ( q.v .)  desiring  that  the  sheep  be  placed  in  his  care. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  170 

2.  Dover  1788  Jan.  6  The  sheep  have  arrived  and  are  quite  recovered  from  the 

voyage,  42  sheep  and  6  lambs;  the  shepherd  intends  to  start  in  a  few  days, 
but  will  not  make  more  than  12  miles  a  day;  asks  for  necessary  orders  from 
B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  174 

THOMPSON,  Thomas.  Captain,  R.N. 

1.  Nautilus  1787  Jan.  23  Is  proceeding  to  the  coast  of  Sierra  Leone  and  will  make 

any  observations  or  researches  that  B.  may  direct. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  97 

THOMPSON,  Sir  Thomas  Boulden,  1st  Bart.  (1766-1828).  Comptroller  of  the  Navy 

1.  Navy  Office  1809  Mar.  22  Trial  has  been  made  of  rope  made  of  banana  fibre  [see 
Greetham,  T.],  but  the  results  were  disappointing;  as  such  a  small 
quantity  was  sent  it  was  not  a  fair  trial;  experiments  will  be  repeated  when 
a  larger  quantity  of  fibre,  which  has  been  ordered,  arrives;  encloses  the 
report  of  Sir  Robert  Barlow  {q.v.).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  294 

THOMPSON,  W.  Meteorologist 

1.  Bridgford,  1800  Apl.  21  Cary,  the  instrument-maker,  being  no  longer  able  to  supply 
Nottingham  records  of  London  rainfall,  he  thanks  B.  for  the  figures  received  through 
Partridge  of  the  rainfall  in  1799  at  Somerset  Place,  Clapham  and  Soho 
Square ;  requests  monthly  figures  for  one  of  these  places  to  include  in  the 
annexe  to  the  publication  he  now  sends;  has  records  from  Kendal, 
Lancaster,  etc.,  and  expects  to  receive  returns  for  the  present  year  from 
Dr.  Haygarth  at  Bath  and  Dr.  [Samuel]  Farr  at  Plymouth. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  238 


William,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  Physician  and  Scientist 

1787  Mar.  19  Discussion  of  Herschel’s  discovery;  Hornsby  has  not  yet 
seen  the  satellites;  has  letters  from  “Linnaeus  Smith”  at  Rome,  whence 
he  will  proceed  to  Milan ;  describes  a  white  variety  of  the  Moss-rose. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  111 
1787  June  7  Has  heard  from  Macie  who  mentions  that  his  (T.’s)  not 
having  been  admitted  to  R.S.  “may  prove  troublesome”  if  delayed  [he 
was  elected  F.R.S.  16  Mar.,  1786];  had  understood  that  the  ceremony  of 
admission  had  been  dispensed  with,  or  he  would  have  immediately  pre¬ 
sented  himself;  asks  B.  for  information  on  this  point;  wishes  to  obtain 
some  malleable  Mexican  iron.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  128 

THORKELIN,  Grimur  Jonsson  (1749-1829).  Historian  and  Antiquary 

1.  London  1788  Feb.  9  Describes  the  method  of  catching  salmon;  sends  an  illustra¬ 

tion  showing  the  method  used  in  Bornholm  and  Iceland. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  126-130 


THOMSON, 
1.  Oxford 


2.  Oxford 


52— B.L. 
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Thorkelin,  Grimur  Jonsson,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1791  Apl.  9  *  Sends  a  large  parcel  of  books,  requesting  T.  to  have  them 

delivered  to  the  gentlemen  in  Copenhagen  whose  names  are  written  on  the 
covers.  Edinburgh  U.  L.  III.  379.  24 

3.  Copenhagen  1792  Jan.  31  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  him  while  in  England; 

introduces  Prof.  Snedorff  [cf.  Trappe,  G.,  No.  i] ;  transmits  the  thanks 
of  Schumacher,  Vahl,  Suhmo  and  others  for  presents  received  from  B. ; 
[Theodor]  Holmschiold’s  work  on  Mosses  is  nearly  ready  for  issue;  has 
given  B.’s  publication  on  plants  to  His  Exc.  Marshal  Biilow  and  describes 
the  latter’s  services  to  Science.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  99-100 

4.  Soho  Square  1810  July  26  *  Requests  copies  of  papers  in  the  Royal  Archives  at 

Copenhagen  relating  to  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  and  other  Scottish  noblemen 
in  the  time  of  James  I.  Edinburgh  U.  L.  III.  379.  25 

THORNTON,  Robert  John  (1768  ?— 1 837).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  [London  1796? — ]  Sends  B.  two  Ptarmigans  from  near  Loch  Tay  and  a  specimen 
of  Prismatic  Iron  from  Dunbar;  asks  for  seeds  of  Alexandrian  Senna  as  he 
wishes  to  ascertain  if  it  can  be  successfully  grown  in  the  West  Indies;  he 
is  sailing  for  Tortola  and  will  call  upon  B.  to  enquire  as  to  any  commissions 
he  can  perform  for  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  285 


TPIOROLD,  Sir 

i.  Cavendish 
Square 


2.  Lincoln 


3.  Syston  Park 


4.  Cavendish 
Square 

5.  [Syston  Park 


6.  Syston  Park 


John,  9th  Bart.  (1734-1815).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1790  June  3  He  has  been  visited  by  Brackenbury  and  Thirkill  ( qq.v .), 
who  are  in  great  alarm  concerning  the  Bill  before  Parliament  to  prohibit 
the  export  and  encourage  the  import  of  wool ;  progress  of  the  Bill  and  its 
effect  on  the  County  of  Lincoln.  [Legislation  was  obtained  by  the  York¬ 
shire  manufacturers  against  the  agricultural  interest  in  Lincolnshire,  who 
desired  the  exact  contrary.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  40-41 

1790  June  29  Has  arrived  in  Lincoln  for  the  choosing  of  the  County 
Candidates,  C.  A.  Pelham  ( q.v .)  and  himself;  a  banquet  is  to  be  given  in 
the  Assembly  Rooms  followed  by  a  ball;  opposition  of  Sir  C.  W.  [Cecil 
Wray].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  44-45 

1790  Nov.  6  Asks  B.  to  use  his  influence  to  obtain  promotion  for  his 
nephew,  William  Trollope,  a  midshipman  in  the  Navy,  who  although 
honourably  commended  in  two  naval  engagements,  is  aggrieved  by  the 
promotion  of  juniors  over  his  head.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  55-56 

1794  Mar.  22  Offers  a  “ticket”  for  Miss  Banks’s  acceptance;  encloses 
draft  and  notes  of  a  Latin  poem.  Lindsey,  n.  1.  14B 

1 794  Apl. — ]  Asks  whether  B.’s  printed  outlines  of  a  plan  [for  the  defence 

of  the  county]  have  already  been  distributed ;  if  they  have  not,  he  suggests 
the  omission  of  certain  passages  which  he  has  marked,  as  tending  to  cause 
unnecessary  alarm ;  if  the  plan  has  been  circulated,  he  is  in  full  agreement 
with  it  and  asks  for  another  “unscratched  copy  in  lieu  of  the  one  I  have 
disfigured”.  Lindsey.  13.  1.  9 

1794  July  22  A  riding-master  and  sergeant  of  the  Horse  Guards,  named 
Womesley,  has  offered  to  train  the  Grantham  Company  at  a  guinea  and  a 
half  a  week ;  he  is  now  training  the  Leicester  corps  and  also  those  of  Rutland ; 
as  the  official  allowance  is  only  2 s.  per  week,  asks  if  the  Committee  would 
consent  to  Womesley’s  terms  if  he  is  found  suitable.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  45 
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7 .  Syston  Park  1794  Nov.  9  Sends  minutes  of  the  Committee  of  7th  Nov.;  the  Wool 
Ball  [see  Lloyd,  John,  No.  36]  is  declining,  Lady  Beauclerk  is  patroness; 


8.  Syston  Park 

the  price  paid  to  the  fiddlers  was  very  high ;  his  company  have  received 
their  swords  and  accoutrements;  the  swords  are  old,  of  great  length,  and 
very  heavy,  asks  B.’s  advice  about  having  them  changed.  [Note  by  B., 
“If  Mr.  Thorold  will  return  the  swords  to  Hodgson  &  Hayter,  Mark 
Lane,  they  will  be  changed  for  the  lightest  that  can  be  got  or  matcht  to 
any  patterns  among  them  he  shall  chuse.  In  case  it  is  resolvd  to  return 
the  whole  17s.  each  will  be  allowd  but  a  previous  application  must  be 
made  to  the  Bd.  of  Ordnance  which  Mr.  Barber  will  make  if  he  receives 
orders  to  do  so  from  Capt.  Thorold.”]  Lindsey,  n.  2.  46 

1794  Nov.  25  Thanks  B.  for  his  advice;  the  “Heroes”  have  had  their 

swords  altered  to  their  liking,  and  all  have  been  numbered  and  placed  in 
the  arsenal;  the  only  complaint  is  the  lack  of  pistols;  asks  B.’s  advice  as  to 
certain  incidental  expenses,  and  if  they  will  be  allowed  by  the  Committee ; 
asks  B.  whether  the  politicians  are  too  sanguine  when  they  augur  peace. 

Lindsey,  n.  2.  47 

THOROLD,  Rev.  William  (1746-1814) 

1.  Grimsby  1811  Sept.  28  [To  Thomas  Goodbarne  Recommends  Thomas 

Kirkby  as  a  suitable  tenant  to  succeed  Goodbarne  at  Horncastle. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  67-68 

THOU  IN,  Andre  (1747-1824).  Botanist 


1.  Paris 

1781  Mar.  2  Sends  a  specimen  of  Polypodium  for  B.,  and  dried  plants 

from  French  India  for  Aiton;  thanks  B.  for  his  friendly  reception  of 
Broussonet.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  52 

2.  Paris 

1781  July  1  Sends  dried  plants  collected  by  Commerson  on  his  travels; 

has  received  the  seeds  collected  on  Capt.  Cook’s  last  voyage.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  53 

3.  Paris 

1781  Dec.  3  Sends  potatoes  prepared  by  the  Peruvian  Indians  to  serve 

as  food  throughout  the  year;  sends  also  seeds  of  Chenopodium.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  54 

4.  Paris 

1782  Oct.  8  Sends  a  specimen  of  Ehrharta.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  114 

5.  Paris 

1783  June  22  Has  been  commissioned  by  Buffon  to  send  B.  specimens 

of  all  the  dried  plants  sent  by  Dombey  from  Peru,  including  some  new 
species;  asks  B.  in  return  for  any  duplicates  he  can  spare;  refers  to  the 
journey  undertaken  for  Botany  and  Natural  History  in  general  by  Des- 
fontaines  to  Algiers,  Tunis  and  “all  the  coast  of  Barbary”;  Allioni,  Prof, 
of  Botany  at  Turin,  wishes  to  sell  his  large  Herbarium  of  foreign  and 
Alpine  plants ;  Broussonet  is  devoted  to  Botany  and  works  constantly  with 
Sibthorp.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  233-234 

6.  Paris 

1784  Feb.  19  Again  informs  B.  that  Allioni  of  Turin  has  a  Herbarium 

for  sale,  but  thinks  it  far  more  important  for  B.  to  acquire  the  Herbarium 
of  Linnaeus.  [Fretich.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  321 

7.  Paris 

1791  Mar.  8  Apologizes  for  delay  in  sending  tracts  by  Abbe  Cavanilles 

which  he  now  transmits  by  Gerard ;  describes  a  large  new  illustrated  work 
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by  Cavanilles  to  appear  shortly;  encloses  prospectus  of  agricultural 


8.  Paris 

subjects,  agricultural  journals  and  a  brochure  on  “the  staff  of  our  estab¬ 
lishment”.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  430 

1799  Sept.  30  [Dated  8  Vendemiaire,  an  8.]  Appeals  to  B.  to  move  his 

Government  to  procure  the  release  of  Dolomieu,  imprisoned  at  Messina. 
[French. ]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  198 

9.  Paris 

1800  Aug.  4  [Dated  16  Thermidor,  an  8.]  Thanks  B.  for  all  his  en¬ 

deavours  on  behalf  of  Dolomieu ;  asks  him  to  allow  [Louis]  Delaunay 
(q.v.),  one  of  the  librarians  of  the  Museum  d’Hist.  Nat.,  who  is  visiting 
London,  to  see  his  collections.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  122 

10.  Paris 

1802  May  11  [Dated  21  Floreal,  an  10.]  Acknowledges  receipt  of  14 

Birds  and  an  Ornithorhynchus ,  which  will  be  incorporated  in  the  Museum 
in  the  name  of  the  distinguished  savant  to  whom  they  owe  them.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  208 

11.  Paris 

1815  Jan.  31  Sends  description  of  a  new  method  of  grafting  which  has 

been  carried  out  by  the  Ecole  d’Agriculture  connected  with  the  Museum; 
thinks  it  will  be  of  great  importance  in  timber  for  building,  etc. ;  intends 
to  introduce  this  under  the  name  of  B.,  so  that  it  may  appear  under  the 
most  favourable  auspices;  introduces  Jaume  Saint-Hilaire,  a  pupil  of  the 
Museum,  and  a  skilful  botanist,  who  is  visiting  England.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  83 

THRELFALL,  Robert 

1.  Cockerham  1788  May  29  Encloses  a  plan  to  cause  a  vessel  to  sail  without  wind. 

R.S.  Letters ,  1787-99.  50 

THUNBERG,  Carl  Peter,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1743-1828).  Naturalist  and  Traveller 


1.  Uppsala 

1779  May  16  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  to  him  when  in  London;  out 

of  all  his  collections  has  as  yet  only  received  the  Cape  plants,  and  expects 
duplicates  of  these  soon;  will  send  some  Japanese  plants  as  soon  as  they 
arrive.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  261 

2.  Uppsala 

1780  Apl.  1  Has  heard  from  Dryander  that  a  box  of  living  plants  and  a 

packet  of  dried  Japanese  plants  have  reached  B. ;  encloses  letters  to  be 
forwarded  to  Forster  and  Aiton;  is  contemplating  the  production  of  a 
Flora  Japonica,  and  has  already  drawn  up  eleven  classes;  there  will  be 
about  200  new  genera  and  species,  perhaps  more.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  262 

3.  Uppsala 

1781  July  10  Returns  thanks  for  B.’s  letter  and  hopes  he  has  received  the 

Japanese  plants ;  is  sending  his  Dissertations ;  blames  the  younger  Linnaeus 
for  the  present  miserable  state  of  the  Botanic  Garden,  and  hopes  he  will 
bring  seeds  with  him  from  England  to  replenish  it;  sends  greetings  to 
Solander,  Yeats  and  Aiton.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  55 

4.  Uppsala 

1782  May  1  Encloses  a  letter  for  Linnaeus  Junior;  hopes  that  he  has 

received  Rudbeck’s  Campi  Elysii ;  has  sent  some  dissertations  to  Alstroemer 
to  be  forwarded  to  B.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  115 

5.  LTppsala 

1783  Apl.  15  Thanks  B.  for  his  gift  of  the  works  of  Latham  and  Pennant; 

Linnaeus  has  returned  to  Uppsala;  is  at  present  working  on  the  genus  Iris, 
one  of  the  Cape  plants  showing  most  varieties.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  183 
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Peter,  continued 

1784  Aug.  20  Sends  B.  some  further  Dissertations.  [Latin. ] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  541 
1784  Sept.  12  Has  sent  some  dissertations  and  pamphlets  which  he  sees 
from  B.’s  catalogue  to  be  wanting;  has  recently  been  appointed  Professor 
of  Medicine  and  Botany  in  the  place  of  Linnaeus;  his  Flora  Japonica  has 
been  printed  at  Leipzig,  but  he  has  received  no  copies  yet;  all  the  collections 
of  Linnaeus,  bought  by  [James  Edward]  Smith  ( q.v .),  have  been  sent  to 
London.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  184 

178c  June  25  Has  sent  off  to  B.  a  copy  of  his  Flora  Japonica.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  539 
1787  Aug.  22  Thanks  B.  for  his  many  kindnesses  and  reports  on  the 
progress  of  his  botanical  work.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  540 

1790  Jan.  15  Having  heard  that  the  English  Government  is  fitting  out  a 
new  scientific  expedition,  and  that  several  scientists  will  be  required, 
warmly  recommends  Adam  Afzelius  (q.v.),  Demonstrator  of  Botany  at 
Uppsala  University,  as  eminently  suitable  to  take  part  in  the  expedition. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  351-352 
1792  Feb.  24  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  gift  of  Kaempfer’s  leones. 

[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  188 

1796  July  13  Is  sending  B.  some  of  his  dissertations  and  some  specimens 
of  Erica ;  nothing  has  yet  appeared  of  the  Flora  Cape?isis,  though  most  of  it 
is  now  in  the  press.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  397 


TIARKS,  John  Lewis  (1789-1837).  Astronomer 

1.  Burlington,  1819  June  8  Reports  the  astronomical  observations  made  by  him  [as 
U.S.A.  British  Astronomer  to  the  American  Boundary  Line  Commission] ;  is 

grateful  to  Pond  [Astronomer  Royal]  for  the  calculations  sent  and  to  B. 
for  having  made  arrangements  with  the  Government  on  his  behalf; 
corrects  erroneous  information  about  Nassler,  who  is  not  Surveyor- 
General;  he  was  appointed  by  Congress  as  Astronomer  under  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  but  he  resigned  and  is  no  longer  in  the  service  of  U.S.A. ;  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Commissioners.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  187-188 

TIDYMAN,  Philipp  (d.  1850) 

1.  Charleston,  1811  July  1  Although  not  personally  known  to  B.,  he  has  sent  some 
S.  Carolina  fossils  through  Tunno  of  Devonshire  for  Blumenbach  of  Gottingen;  he 
formerly  communicated  directly  with  his  friends  there,  but  since  the  town 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  do  so; 
three  years  ago  he  sent  a  large  consignment  of  plants  and  animals  to 
Blumenbach  by  Bremen,  but  he  fears  they  never  reached  him;  speaks  of 
the  skulls  of  the  American  races;  the  fossils  came  from  a  cave  near  Blue 
Ridge,  Virginia.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  121-124 

TIMAEUS,  Johann  Jacob  Carl  (d.  1809).  Professor  at  the  Royal  College,  Luneberg 

1.  Luneberg  1795  Sept.  4  Thanks  B.  for  the  valuable  present  of  which  he  has  just 
heard  from  his  bookseller;  he  particularly  values  the  publications  of  the 
African  Association,  as  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  participators  in  the 
publication,  six  years  earlier,  of  an  account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  that 
society.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  294-295 
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TITSINGH,  Isaac,  F.R.S.  (1740  ?-i8i2).  Merchant 

1.  Lothian’s  1797  Aug.  26  Offers  B.  five  boxes  of  Japanese  Minerals;  these  have  been 

Hotel  packed  up  since  1793  and  many  have  suffered  some  deterioration. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  no 

2.  Bath  1797  Dec.  10  Is  pleased  with  B.’s  appreciation  of  the  Minerals ;  notes  the 

readiness  of  the  Japanese  to  advance  science  and  Natural  History;  Blagden, 
who  called  upon  him,  considered  that  some  of  the  Minerals  had  come 
from  Europe,  but  the  original  collector,  the  Emperor’s  surgeon,  assured 
him  they  were  all  native.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  124-125 

TOALDO,  Abbate  Giuseppe,  F.R.S.  (1719-1797).  Mathematician 

1.  Padua  1785  [Jan.  — ]  [To  John  Strange,  q.v.  Nos.  15,  16.]  Refers  to  a  letter 

sent  to  Maskelyne  for  the  Board  of  Longitude  on  the  subject  of  his  De 
Methodo  Longitudinum.  [ Italian .  Endorsed  by  B.,  “Abbe  Toaldo  to  Mr 
Strange.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  356-357 

TOD,  George.  Horticultural  Contractor 

1.  King’s  Road,  1807  June  6  He  has  sent  by  sea  to  Boston  a  box  containing  the  fittings 
Chelsea  necessary  to  complete  the  new  vinery  at  Revesby;  Aiton  gave  him  no 

instructions  to  provide  wires,  a  door,  or  a  furnace,  but  he  will  send  them 
by  the  next  ship  if  they  are  required.  Hill  Coll.  2.  16 

TOLLETT,  George  (1767-1855).  Agriculturist  and  Stockbreeder 

1805  Mar.  1  Being  at  Buxton  for  his  wife’s  health,  is  unable  to  come  to 
London  to  exhibit  his  Merino  wethers,  but  has  sent  two  carcasses  of  half- 
bred  Merino  and  Ryeland  and  Merino  and  Southdown  wethers;  states 
their  weight  and  yield;  by  careful  management  the  mutton  will  be  equal 
to  venison,  the  wool  equal  to  the  best  Spanish;  has  ordered  a  haunch  to  be 
sent  to  B.  and  another  for  Lord  St.  Vincent,  which  he  asks  B.  to  have 
delivered.  D.T.C.  15.  308-310 

1805  Mar.  8  Thanks  B.  for  his  paper  on  Blight  in  Corn,  and  for  present¬ 
ing  the  stockings  made  of  his  wool  to  the  King;  thanks  B.  also  for  the 
account  of  the  Show;  a  note  from  Lord  Somerville  informed  him  that  his 
(T.’s)  mutton  had  amazed  the  town ;  gross  weight  is  not  a  true  criterion  and 
has  led  to  many  errors  in  rearing;  mentions  other  Merino  breeders — 
Lawrence,  Gordon  Gray,  Lord  Bridgewater ;  regrets  the  use  of  half-bred 
rams  as  deteriorating  the  stock;  is  considering  hiring  summer  pasture  in 
Derbyshire.  D.T.C.  15.  313-316 

1805  May  19  Sends  his  shawl-wool  for  B.;  it  is  the  finest  and  softest 
ever  produced  in  Britain,  and  will  make  the  finest  fabrics  ever  produced ; 
he  is  going  to  Holkham  with  samples  for  the  Norwich  manufacturers ;  his 
Merino  rams  are  greatly  improved,  and  he  has  several  that  he  estimates  at 
100  gns.  each;  asks  B.  to  send  the  yarn,  when  he  has  examined  it,  to  P. 
Knight,  122  Wood  Street,  to  be  woven ;  is  pleased  B.  intends  to  resume  the 
crossing  of  Merino  with  Lincolnshire  sheep ;  believing  that  the  finest  wools 
are  produced  from  the  finest  skins,  he  is  experimenting  to  produce  fine 
sheepskin  leather.  D.T.C.  16.  23-25 

TOOKE,  Rev.  William,  F.R.S.  (1744-1820).  Historian  of  Russia 

1.  St.  1785  Dec.  31.  O.S.  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  of  18th  Nov.  containing 

Petersburg  information  of  the  astronomical  discoveries  of  Goodricke  and  Herschel; 
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Tooke,  Rev.  William,  continued 


2.  St. 

Petersburg 


3.  St. 

Petersburg 


he  regrets  his  inability  to  obtain  the  missing  sheets  of  the  Russian  Com¬ 
mentaries  from  the  Academy;  he  will  continue  to  send  B.  Russian  books 
through  [Johann  Albrecht]  Euler;  he  has  heard  from  [the  Rev.  William] 
Coxe  at  Turin;  offers  B.  a  record  of  thermometer  and  meteorological 
observations  for  the  year  1785.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  369-370 

1791  June  8.  O.S.  He  has  not  seen  any  parts  of  Phil.  Trans,  since  1784; 
sends  a  paper  “on  the  property  of  some  substances  of  taking  fire  of  them¬ 
selves”,  and  will  send  more  if  this  one  meets  with  approval;  describes  the 
work  of  Pallas  and  Guldenstaedt ;  he  has  paid  a  visit  to  Bishop  Eugenius 
who  published  the  Aeneid,  of  which  he  offers  to  send  copies,  as  few  have 
reached  England.  [Notes  by  B.,  of  his  reply  (undated);  acknowledges  the 
paper  on  combustion  and  states  that  he  has  bought  Eugenius’s  book  but 
has  not  read  it.]  Brabourne,  55-56 

1791  Sept.  12  O.S.  Sends  copies  of  the  Linguarum  Totius  Orbi  Voca- 
bularium ;  gives  a  verbose  account  of  this  work,  and  of  the  botanical  and 
other  activities  of  Pallas;  sends  further  papers  on  spontaneous  inflam¬ 
mability;  describes  his  literary  activities  during  his  long  absence  from 
England;  comments  on  other  events — the  peace  with  Turkey,  a  speech  in 
Greek  to  Prince  Potemkin,  and  the  persecution  of  the  Presbyterians  in 
Birmingham.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  109-110+33982.  320-321 

D.T.C.  7.  253-257 


TO  WILL,  Christopher 

1.  Teignmouth  1805  June  22  Informs  B.  that  he  has  built  a  boat  to  save  the  lives  of 

mariners  in  distress;  it  was  launched  on  the  King’s  birthday;  good  per¬ 
formance  of  the  vessel  during  trials ;  details  of  construction,  equipment  and 
dimensions;  asks  for  B.’s  patronage  and  support;  if  B.  so  advises,  he  will 
take  the  vessel  to  Weymouth  when  the  King  is  there;  hopes  Government 
will  reimburse  the  expense  of  building  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  208-209 

2.  Teignmouth  1805  Sept.  26  Observations  on  smut  in  wheat;  encloses  drawings  of  his 

life-boat ;  expert  nautical  and  mechanical  opinion  is  in  its  favour ;  hopes  that 
Government  will  buy  the  vessel,  but  she  still  lies  at  Teignmouth  “until  she 
slumbers  in  death  and  may  be  buried  in  oblivion”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  219-220 


TOWNELEY,  Charles  (1737-1805).  Collector  of  Antiquities 


1.  Park  Street, 
Westminster 


2.  Park  Street, 
Westminster 


[1800]  May  3  Discusses  the  intended  extension  of  the  British  Museum 
and  the  proposals  put  forward  by  the  Trustees  and  by  the  architect;  he 
considers  that  the  new  buildings  should  not  be  based  upon  the  style  of  the 
old,  and  that  the  exterior  should  be  dignified  and  worthy  of  a  national 
undertaking;  desires  to  call  upon  B.  and  discuss  the  matter  in  detail.  [C. 
Towneley  was  elected  Trustee,  1791.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  36524.  33 

1803  Feb.  4  He  is  informed  by  “young  Mr.  Combe”  [Taylor  Combe 
(q.v.)\  that  the  vacancy  for  which  he  applied  in  the  British  Museum  has 
been  filled;  he  understands  that  “Mr.  Belowe”  [the  Rev.  William  Beloe], 
has  been  appointed;  there  is  great  need  for  an  officer  learned  in  medals 
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Towneley,  Charles,  continued 

and  antiquities  for  which  Combe  is  well  qualified,  and  he  urges  B.  to 
persuade  the  three  Principal  Trustees  to  appoint  him.  [Combe  joined  the 
staff  in  1803  and  became  Keeper  of  Antiquities  in  1807.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  36524.  34 
D.T.C.  14.  n-12 

1803  June  18  Informs  B.  that  a  model  of  the  proposed  statue  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Bedford  by  Westmacott  has  been  approved  by  the  sub-committee 
and  requests  that  a  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  may  now  be  called 
to  enter  into  a  contract  with  Westmacott  for  the  execution  of  the  statue. 
[The  sub-committee  consisted  of  the  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory,  Richard 
Payne  Knight,  Roger  Wilbraham,  and  Charles  Towneley.  See  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  John,  No.  4.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  24 

1803]  June  19  Returns  a  letter  handed  to  him  by  B.  from  a  friend  who 
expresses  his  views  on  the  symbolism  of  the  ancients  in  representing  the 
goddess  Isis ;  he  takes  the  view  that  Isis  as  Diana  has  the  crescent  and  star 
to  typify  the  winter  inaction  of  nature  and  its  promised  renewal  in  spring. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  36524.  35 


[Park  Street, 
Westminster 


TOWNELEY,  John,  F.R.S.  (1731-1813) 

1.  Devonshire  1805  May  23  [To  Edward  Towneley  Standish  (<?.■&.)]  He  cannot  consent 

Place  to  a  reference  for  the  purpose  of  valuing  the  collection  of  ancient  marbles ; 

the  attempt  would  be  irksome  and  nugatory,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  discover  all  the  different  expenses  his  nephew  [Charles  Towneley] 
incurred  in  purchasing  the  collection  and  bringing  it  to  its  present  state; 
all  that  Knight  and  his  friends  can  wish  to  know  is,  first,  that  the  charge 
upon  the  estate  arising  from  the  expenses  of  forming  and  placing  the 
collection  exceeds  by  several  thousands  the  sum  offered ;  secondly,  that  the 
collection  is  worth  double  the  sum  proposed,  for  the  Lyde  Browne  collec¬ 
tion  which  was  not  so  good,  sold  for  £25,000 ;  if  the  Trustees  offer  £20,000, 
he  will,  though  contrary  to  his  wishes,  consider  it.  [See  Abbot,  Charles, 
Nos.  3-12.]  D.T.C.  16.  36-38 

2.  Devonshire  1806  May  2  Sends  B.  on  loan  coloured  drawings  of  the  first  Knights  of 

Place  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  as  intended  to  have  been  set  up  in  the  church  at 

Stamford,  at  the  cost  of  Sir  William  Bruges,  the  first  Garter  King  of  Arms. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6323.  1 


TOWNSEND, 
1.  Heralds’ 
College 


2.  Heralds’ 
College 

3.  Heralds’ 
College 


Francis  (d.  1819).  Windsor  Herald 

1795  Aug.  1 1  He  has  found  amongst  the  papers  of  the  late  [John  Charles] 

Brooke  [Somerset  Herald],  a  pedigree  showing  B.’s  descent  from  Henry 
Banks  of  Bank  Newton,  temp.  Elizabeth;  this  appears  to  have  been 
drawn  up  about  1780  from  documents  collected  by  B.’s  grandfather,  and 
it  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  application  now  before  the  Earl 
Marshal.  Dawson  MS.  47.  9 

1796  Dec.  28  [To  Miss  S.  S.  Banks.]  Encloses  notes  on  the  arms  repre¬ 

sented  on  her  medals;  two  remain  which  he  is  unable  to  elucidate,  one  of 
which  is  that  from  Dunmow.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6331.  107 

1798  Dec.  12  [To  Miss  S.  S.  Banks.]  Returns  her  memoir  on  the 
Brentford  Cup  and  encloses  particulars  of  the  augmented  arms  of  Lord 
Nelson  and  of  the  seal  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6341.  17 
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4.  Heralds’  1803  — ]  The  King  having  issued  a  warrant  explaining  the  15th  Statute 

College  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  as  that  explanation  is  declared  to  be  part  and 

parcel  of  the  Statutes,  he  sends  B.  a  correct  copy  of  the  warrant. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  19 

5.  Soho  Square  1803  May  2  *  On  inspecting  the  record  of  the  ceremonial  at  the  In¬ 
stallation  of  the  Earl  of  Antrim  in  1779,  he  finds  that  the  Knights  Elect 
went  first  into  the  King’s  Closet,  followed  by  the  Knights  Companions, 
etc. ;  it  would  be  convenient  for  those  who  attend  the  procession  at  the 
next  Installation  if  in  the  printed  Ceremonial  the  Knights  Elect  were 
distinguished  from  the  Companions  by  a  mark  in  the  margin. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  29 
1803  May  3  Returns  thanks  for  the  precedent  in  the  case  of  Lord 
Antrim’s  Installation;  the  King  may  command  whom  he  pleases  to  enter 
his  Closet,  but  he  cannot  find  in  the  Statutes  anything  that  would  warrant 
him  in  so  marshalling  the  Knights  Elect ;  explains  his  interpretation  of  the 
Statute,  and  will  gladly  adopt  B.’s  proposal  for  the  printed  Ceremonial. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  30 

1803  May  18  Regrets  that  owing  to  pressure  of  business  he  did  not  send 
B.  copies  of  the  Ceremonial  with  the  Dress;  he  now  sends  copies  for  B.’s 
friends  and  will  send  further  copies  if  required.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  40 

1804  June  16  Acknowledges  with  thanks  the  gratuity  of  20  guineas 
awarded  by  the  Committee  of  the  Knights  for  his  services  (acting  as 
deputy  for  Bath  King  of  Arms)  at  the  recent  Installation;  he  encloses  the 
receipt  for  the  gratuity,  but  suggests  a  modification  of  the  wording  to 
make  it  clear  that  the  gift  was  spontaneous  on  the  part  of  the  Knights. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  81 

TOWNSEND,  Sarah.  Plumassier  to  the  Royal  Family 

1.  Ludgate  Hill  1803  Feb.  3  Her  late  husband  having  for  30  years  supplied  the  plumes 
worn  by  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York,  and  many  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Garter  and  Bath,  and  having  received  royal  appointment 
to  succeed  him  in  that  business,  she  solicits  B.’s  commands  for  a  plume 
of  feathers  for  the  coming  Installation.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  142 

TOWNSHEND,  George,  2nd  Marquis  Townshend  (1755-1811) 

1.  Rainham  1804  May  16  Informs  B.  that  he  has  instructed  his  bankers  to  pay  his 

subscription  to  the  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford. 

Wellcome ,  67766.  (18) 

TOWNSHEND,  Thomas,  1st  Viscount  Sydney  (1733-1800).  Statesman 

1.  Whitehall  1787  Aug.  T5  Informs  B.  that  a  vessel,  to  be  named  Bounty ,  has  been 

purchased  by  the  Admiralty  to  convey  the  Bread-fruit  trees  and  other 
useful  productions  from  the  South  Sea  Islands  to  the  West  Indies; 
requests  B.  to  draw  up  instructions  for  [David  Nelson]  and  [William] 
Brown,  who  are  appointed  gardeners  to  the  expedition;  on  his  return, 
Bligh  is  ordered  to  call  at  St.  Helena  to  leave  there  a  small  number  of  trees 
and  then  to  proceed  to  St.  Vincent,  there  to  land  half  the  trees,  and  the 
other  half  at  Jamaica;  suggests  that  Nelson  should  go  to  Deptford  to 
superintend  the  fittings  of  the  vessel  for  the  reception  of  the  plants.  [Part 
in  Cameron ,  65.]  D.T.C.  5.  208-209 


6.  Heralds’ 
College 


7.  Heralds’ 
College 

8.  Heralds’ 
College 
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Townshend,  Thomas,  continued 

2.  [Soho  Square  1787  Aug. — ]  *  Draft  instructions  by  B.  with  marginal  alterations, 

presumably  made  in  Lord  Sydney’s  office;  as  the  sole  object  of  the  voyage 
is  to  transport  Bread-fruit  and  other  plants,  the  Master  and  crew  of  the 
ship  must  not  think  it  a  grievance  to  give  up  the  best  part  of  her  accom¬ 
modation  for  that  purpose;  directions  for  planting,  watering,  protecting 
from  weather,  salt-water  and  spray;  no  animals  to  be  allowed  on  board 
except  fowls  and  hogs  carried  for  food,  which  must  be  confined  to  their 
pens;  special  precautions  to  be  taken  against  rats;  plants  to  be  collected 
in  New  Zealand ;  Bread-fruit  to  be  collected  at  Otaheite  and  other  islands 
in  the  group;  the  ship  then  to  visit  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  then  St. 
Helena,  no  call  being  made  at  the  Cape.  [See  Nelson,  David,  No.  1.] 

D.T.C.  5.  210-216 

3.  Whitehall  1789  Mar.  31  He  has  presented  to  the  King  the  address  handed  to  him 

by  B.,  of  the  President,  Council  and  Fellows  of  R.S.,  congratulating  H.M. 
on  the  happy  re-establishment  of  his  health,  which  address  H.M.  received 
in  the  most  gracious  manner.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  24 

TRANT,  Dominic.  J.P.  Co.  Kerry 

1783  Apl.  9  Encloses  affidavit  of  Edward  Hussey  of  Murriegane,  Co. 
Kerry,  describing  a  Mermaid  seen  by  him  and  his  family  at  that  place  on 
25th  Dec.  1779;  describes  Hussey  as  a  man  of  good  character,  formerly 
master  of  a  merchant  ship  in  the  W.  Indies  trade,  now  retired.  The  affi¬ 
davit  gives  a  detailed  and  circumstantial  account  of  a  woman’s  head  with 
long  hair;  she  dived  and  floated  at  intervals;  it  was  at  first  thought  to  be  a 
woman  who  had  fallen  in  the  water  and  in  danger  of  drowning,  but  the 
frequent  diving  and  floating  convinced  the  spectators  that  the  object  was 
really  a  Mermaid.  [See  Mackay,  Elizabeth.]  D.T.C.  3.  32-35 

1791  Oct.  3  Recommends  Prof.  Snedorff  to  B.  [cf.  Thorkelin,  G.  J., 
No.  3] ;  Snedorff  has  been  strongly  recommended  by  Mme.  Haller  de 
Wildenstein,  daughter  of  the  great  Haller;  asks  whether  Count  d’Anhalt, 
President  of  the  Agricultural  Soc.  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  sent  B.  information 
on  the  Botany  of  the  Crimea,  as  he  promised;  if  not,  as  he  is  returning  to 
Crimea  next  summer,  he  will  try  to  obtain  that  information  for  B.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  10 1 

2.  Wilhelmsbad  1794  June  21  Is  surprised  to  hear  that  B.  has  not  yet  received  the  botanical 

account  of  the  Crimea  that  the  late  Prince  Potemkin  had  intended  for  him; 
he  has  written  to  the  Governor  of  the  Crimea  to  send  it  to  the  British 
Envoy  for  forwarding;  is  pleased  that  Count  d’Anhalt  has  been  made  a 
foreign  associate  of  the  Agricultural  Soc. ;  Potemkin  had  planned  the 
settlement  of  400  families  of  good  agriculturists  from  Languedoc, 
Dauphine,  etc.,  in  the  Crimea,  but  after  his  death  it  has  been  frequented 
by  courtiers  and  adventurers;  appreciates  the  worth  of  England  and  would 
like  to  be  an  English  farmer  and  enjoy  liberty.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  296-297 

3.  The  Hague  1795  Mar.  18  He  intends  to  visit  America  in  May  to  study  the  develop¬ 

ment  of  cleared  lands,  and  would  be  grateful  for  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  a  farmer  there;  informs  B.  of  the  death  of  Count  Frederick  d’Anhalt. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  298 


1.  St.  James’s 
Street 
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Trap pe,  G.,  continued 

4.  Amsterdam  1795  July  25  Congratulates  B.  on  his  admission  to  the  Order  of  the 
Bath;  has  postponed  his  journey  to  America  for  a  time;  will  be  pleased  to 
execute  commissions  for  B.  there,  and  to  have  letters  of  introduction, 
including  one  to  President  Washington.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  299-300 

1797  Apl.  5  Congratulates  B.  on  being  made  a  Privy  Councillor;  has  had 
a  letter  from  Bacounin  [Bakunin,  P.P.,  ( q.v .)],  Director  of  Acad,  of 
Sciences  at  St.  Petersburg,  regretting  that  the  death  of  Prince  Potemkin 
prevented  him  from  sending  B.  the  Nat.  Hist,  of  the  Crimea ;  but  three 
copies  are  now  dispatched  to  B.,  one  of  which  is  for  him  (T.),  which  he 
requests  B.  to  keep  till  his  return.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  398 

1797  Nov.  8  On  his  return  to  London,  he  found  the  copy  of  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  Crimea  B.  had  sent  for  him ;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  Bacounin 
sent  seeds  as  well  as  the  books  and  that  B.  will  send  him  seeds  from  Kew; 
regrets  the  neglect  of  the  Crimea  in  which,  instead  of  agriculturists,  there 
are  French  emigres  and  noble  idlers;  hopes  B.  received  his  letter  asking 
that  Bacounin  and  Nicolai,  Councillor  to  the  present  Emperor,  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  R.S.;  it  would  please  the  Emperor  and  strengthen  the  bond 
between  England  and  Russia.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  399-400 

1797  Nov.  26  Regrets  to  hear  that  B.  is  again  attacked  by  gout ;  there  has 
been  a  misunderstanding  as  to  Count  Woronzow’s  account  of  Bacounin 
having  been  replaced  by  Count  Choiseul  Gouffier;  the  latter  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Academy  of  Arts,  not  of  Science;  it  would  be 
unfortunate  if  Nicolai’s  reputation  as  a  poet  should  preclude  his  election 
[to  R.S.]  as  he  is  a  keen  naturalist;  the  Burgomaster  Dorner  of  Hamburg 
has  been  informed  of  B.’s  intended  gift  of  books  to  the  town.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  401-402 

8.  [Soho  Square  1797  Nov.  30]  *  Is  sorry  about  the  mistake  over  Bacounin,  the  more  so 
since  the  closing  date  for  receiving  names  is  past,  but  he  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  the  coming  year;  Dr.  Nicolai’s  talent  for  poetry  could  never 
be  regarded  as  an  obstacle,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  could  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  qualification.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  402  vo. 

TRAULLfii,  —  .  Geological  Writer 

1.  Abbeville  1819  Mar.  14  Has  observed  that  the  waters  of  springs  and  fountains  wax 
during  the  apogees  and  perigees  of  the  moon;  has  based  his  observations 
on  a  fountain  in  his  garden  linked  with  a  tributary  of  the  river;  details  of 
his  observations  and  of  experiments  made  with  a  cylinder  fixed  to  the 
supply  pipe;  suggests  that  these  experiments  should  be  repeated  at 
Richmond  and  in  Italy  near  Turin.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  207-209 


5.  Hull 


6.  Beverley 


7.  Beverley 


T  RE  LIS,  Julien  J. 

1.  Nimes  1801  Oct.  23  [Dated  1  Brumaire,  an  10.]  As  the  union  of  intellectuals 

can  in  some  degree  compensate  humanity  for  discords  and  wars  between 
nations,  the  Lycee  du  Departement  du  Gard  wishes  B.  to  accept  a  place 
among  its  Associates,  and  he  sends  the  Diploma  and  the  Rules.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  210-21 1 
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TRENCH,  Richard  Le  Poer,  2nd  Earl  of  Clancarty  (1767-1837).  Statesman 

1.  [Spring  1812  July  26  *  He  has  seen  the  managers  [of  the  Mint]  and  Muskett, 


Grove] 

who  are  willing  to  undertake  the  copper  coinage  at  £42  per  ton,  the  price 
paid  to  Boulton  for  his  first  contract;  they  agree  to  pay  [James  William] 
Morrison  for  preparing  the  copper;  he  has  obtained  from  the  Treasury 
the  last  warrants  for  coining  copper  for  England  and  Ireland;  he  cannot 
understand  the  position  of  Muskett,  who  is  “one  of  those  secret  wheels 
in  the  Mint”,  but  he  knows  not  how  to  satisfy  his  exorbitant  wishes  as 
Second  Clerk  to  live  in  the  house  of  the  Deputy  [-Master], 

D.T.C.  18.  165 

2.  Whitehall 

1813  June  8  Encloses  papers  sent  by  Vansittart  relating  to  potato-bread, 

etc. ;  he  considers  the  manufacturers  charlatans,  but  thinks  their  case 
should  be  examined;  suggests  that  B.  knows  of  a  chemist  who  could  test 
the  experiments  mentioned  in  Wheatley’s  papers;  with  regard  to  the 
Iceland  ships,  he  has  suggested  to  the  Admiralty  that  orders  be  given  for 
all  ships  detained  to  be  taken  to  Leith  instead  of  to  Swedish  ports;  his 
brother  writes  from  Galway  that  as  soon  as  the  proper  season  arrives  he 
will  send  the  information  B.  requires  respecting  the  Basking  Shark  or 
Sunfish.  [See  Trench,  W.  Le  P.]  Dawson  MS.  45.  34-35 

3.  [Spring 
Grove] 

1813  June  11  *  Wheatley  declared  that  he  had  invented  a  method  of 

extracting  flour  from  potatoes ;  he  (B.)  was  eventually  convinced  that  the 
substance  he  extracted,  which  he  now  calls  farina,  is  starch  and  not  flour, 
and  every  chemist  and  starch-maker  is  as  well  able  to  make  potato-starch 
as  he  is ;  in  times  of  scarcity  this  starch  was  recommended  to  reduce  the 
consumption  of  flour;  Wheatley’s  pretended  invention  is  therefore  worth¬ 
less  and  he  can  have  no  claim  for  a  reward ;  it  must  also  be  remembered 
that  potato-starch  is  subject  to  excise  duty,  and  penalties  attach  to  making 
it  without  licence ;  the  making  of  the  starch  involves  much  waste  of  human 
food  and  it  is  better  to  encourage  the  use  of  potatoes  in  their  natural 
state;  Wheatley’s  claim  is  an  impudent  attempt  to  impose  on  the  public; 
suggests  that  his  sample  of  12  lb.  should  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Excise, 
which  will  settle  the  matter;  is  pleased  to  hear  the  proposal  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  as  to  the  Iceland  ships.  D.T.C.  18.  249-251 

4.  [Spring 
Grove] 

1813  Aug.  2  *  He  considers  that  all  coins  and  tokens  circulating  in  the 

British  Empire  ought  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Ministers, 
which  can  be  done  by  compelling  all  coining  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Royal 
Mint,  and  the  profits  on  it  will  pay  interest  on  the  sum  expended  on  the 
buildings;  in  his  opinion  the  copper  tokens  for  Demerara  and  Essequibo 
should  be  made  there ;  he  presumes  that  they  can  be  made  at  the  Mint  on 
the  same  terms  as  Boulton  received  for  those  in  circulation  in  England; 
as  the  size  of  the  pieces  is  small,  it  will  allow  a  good  profit  at  the  present 
price  of  copper;  the  petitioners  desire  the  same  token  as  that  of  Bermuda, 
and  he  presumes  this  means  in  size  only,  not  in  design. 

D.T.C.  18.  264-265 

5.  Walmer, 
nr.  Deal 

1813  Sept.  2  As  saving  can  be  effected  in  the  public  remittances  to 

Germany  by  sending  them  in  Hanoverian  coin,  gold  will  be  imported  to 
the  Royal  Mint  for  this  purpose,  and  B.  already  has  a  specimen  of  the 
5-Thaler  piece  which  it  is  proposed  to  coin;  the  officers  of  the  Mint 
regard  this  as  extra  work,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  an  allowance; 
encloses  letters  thereon;  the  subject  requires  careful  consideration  as  it  is 
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not  easy  to  understand  how  the  allowances  to  the  Mint  officers  for  this 


6.  Walmer 
nr.  Deal 

thaler  coinage  differ  in  principle  from  those  for  gold  Coin  of  the  Realm ; 
he  states  his  views  upon  it  in  detail.  Dawson  MS.  45.  36-37 

D.T.C.  18.  278-281 

1813  Sept.  3  Sends  B.  the  memorial  of  the  Deputy  Check  Officers  and 

Asher  Jones  as  to  the  allowances  they  claim  on  the  coinage,  for  B.’s  opinion; 
he  sees  no  grounds  for  any  allowance  for  the  performance  of  their  res¬ 
pective  duties  in  the  fabrication  of  Coin  of  the  Realm  by  whomsoever  the 
bullion  may  have  been  imported ;  the  subject  of  extra  work,  upon  which 
the  memorial  is  based,  is  one  upon  which  some  general  decision  must  be 
made  in  consultation  with  the  Treasury,  but  it  has  still  to  be  decided 
whether  the  Hanoverian  coinage  is  to  be  considered  as  such;  discusses  the 
allowances  to  officers  of  the  Mint  and  the  basis  on  which  it  is  calculated ; 
a  considerable  quantity  of  silver  has  been  melted  and  cast  into  ingots  for 
the  Commissary,  etc.  Dawson  MS.  45.  38-39 

7.  The  Hague 

1814  July  10  Encloses  a  letter  and  memorial  addressed  to  the  Treasury 

from  Asher  Jones  praying  that  his  son,  Charles  Asher  Jones,  may  be 
appointed  his  deputy  or  assistant  in  the  office  of  Weigher  and  Teller;  the 
application  is  made  on  the  ground  that  the  work  in  the  new  Mint  now 
proceeds  so  rapidly  that  it  is  beyond  his  power  to  keep  pace  with  it  without 
assistance ;  he  asks  him  for  his  support  in  consideration  of  his  long  service, 
deficient  salary,  and  the  improvements  he  has  introduced  in  the  invention 
of  a  scale  beam;  he  doubts  the  validity  of  these  claims  and  asks  B.’s  advice. 

Dawson  MS.  45.  40-41 

TRENCH,  William  Le  Poer  (1771-1846).  Naval  Officer 

1.  [Soho  Square  1813  — ]  *  Sends  nine  queries  respecting  the  fish  called  in  the  W.  of 


2.  Galway 

Ireland  the  Sun  Fish ;  as  naturalists  are  ignorant  respecting  it ;  enquires  as 
to  its  size,  weight,  method  of  capture,  the  oil  it  yields,  its  food,  etc.;  asks 
also  if  it  comes  into  bays,  or  whether  it  frequents  the  open  sea,  whether 
solitary  or  gregarious,  etc.  D.T.C.  18.  229-230 

1813  Apl.  26  Answers  B.’s  queries  as  to  the  Sun  Fish ;  it  is,  as  B.  suggests, 

the  Basking  Shark;  it  is  from  12  to  25  feet  long;  it  is  taken  by  harpooning; 
the  oil  is  extracted  from  the  fish’s  liver,  and  no  use  is  made  of  its  flesh ;  the 
liver  of  one  fish  will  yield  seven  or  eight  barrels  of  oil;  the  nature  of 
its  food  is  unknown;  it  is  taken  far  out  at  sea  and  appears  only  in  calm 
weather,  but  in  very  large  numbers;  in  warm  weather  the  fish  lies  near 
the  surface  of  the  water  basking  in  the  sun;  he  will  procure  further  in- 

formation  if  desired.  D.T.C.  18.  231-233 

TRESCHOW,  Hermann  (d.  1794).  Professor  of  Theology  and  Bibliophile 


1.  Copenhagen 

1785  May  7  Accepts  B.’s  offer  of  reciprocal  services  in  literary  matters; 

asks  if  B.  knows  Epliemerides  Breslavianae ,  etc.,  1718-38,  Biichneri  Miscell. 
Phys.,  etc.,  1731-4,  and  other  titles;  the  owner  is  pressed  for  money  and 
would  sell  at  a  low  figure;  wishes  for  news  of  Coxe  who  is  travelling  with 
Whitbread;  hopes  to  have  B.’s  catalogue  [of  Desiderata]  as  soon  as 
published.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  185 

2.  Copenhagen 

1785  Aug.  3  Has  received  B.’s  catalogue  [of  Desiderata,  not  Dryander’s 

Banksian  Catalogue]  through  Mrs.  Wolff;  sends  B.  a  list  of  books  now 
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obtainable  at  reasonable  prices ;  note  of  the  purchases  he  has  already  made 
for  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  186-187 

3.  Copenhagen  1785  July  23  Introduces  Mr.  Brown,  who  brings  for  B.  Simon  Pauli’s 

Viridaria  and  two  new  books  on  Natural  History;  asks  if  B.  would  like  a 
copy  of  a  catalogue  of  all  Danish  books  in  2  vols.  which  formerly  belonged 
to  Kielmskierne,  President  of  the  local  scientific  society;  he  has  heard 
from  Coxe  at  St.  Petersburg  and  Berlin ;  asks  for  an  account  of  Herschel’s 
new  instrument  for  observing  the  moon,  and  of  a  very  large  burning- 
mirror  being  constructed  in  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  188-189 

4.  Copenhagen  1785  Sept.  12  Discusses  the  list  of  titles  wanted  for  B.’s  library  and  the 

possibility  of  obtaining  treasures  from  the  library  of  Count  Thott  who 
died  the  previous  day;  his  is  the  largest  private  collection  in  Europe, 
exceeding  130,000  volumes.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  190 

5.  Copenhagen  1786  Jan.  6  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  elected  to  [the  Danish]  Royal 

Soc.  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  no  foreign  member  has  ever  been  so 
generally  approved;  sends  list  of  books  bought  for  B.’s  library. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  542 

6.  Copenhagen  1786  Aug.  4  Is  much  obliged  for  B.’s  introduction  to  Sir  John  Sinclair, 

and  for  the  military  telescope  he  sent,  of  which  he  enquires  the  price; 
asks  if  B.  desires  Langebeck’s  writings.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  543 

7.  Copenhagen  1786  Nov.  2  Sends  Muller’s  Historia  Infusorium  finished  and  published 

by  Fabricius;  some  critical  remarks  on  the  plates;  sends  also  two  rare 
books  that  fell  accidentally  into  his  hands;  Vahl  has  returned  from  Norway 
with  some  new  plants,  descriptions  of  which  will  be  published. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  544 

8.  Copenhagen  1787  May  20  Is  sending  some  books  which  Sir  John  Sinclair  left  behind, 

in  a  case  addressed  to  Mrs.  Wolff;  there  is  a  copy  of  the  new  edition  of 
Edda  Saemundi  on  large  paper,  of  which  only  25  copies  have  been  printed ; 
Vahl  is  going  off  on  another  voyage  and  expects  to  be  away  two  years; 
the  Flora  will  be  continued  in  his  absence ;  notes  on  a  case  of  books  sent 
which  were  for  exchange,  not  for  payment. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  545-546 

9.  Copenhagen  1787  Aug  13  He  has  a  collection  of  Physical  Dissertations  for  Dryander 

to  inspect;  the  owner  does  not  wish  to  sell  them  separately;  note  on  the 
sum  B.  owes  him  for  recent  purchases;  one  of  their  ships  has  brought 
from  Ceylon  a  very  curious  tree,  with  large  numbers  of  insects  on  the 
branches;  it  was  offered  to  the  King’s  Museum  for  £5,  but  refused. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  547 

10.  Copenhagen  1788  May  26  Sends  a  copy  of  the  late  Count  Thott’s  catalogue,  and  asks 

for  orders  to  buy;  Fabricius  is  very  popular  in  Copenhagen;  Vahl’s 

Norwegian  expedition;  various  works  in  course  of  publication;  regrets 
that  Herschel’s  new  telescope  is  not  a  success ;  sends  messages  from  Bugge 
( q.v .)  and  Briinniche  [Brumisch  (9.^.)] ;  asks  what  has  been  accomplished 
in  making  burning-mirrors  in  England.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  250-251 

11.  Copenhagen  1791  Feb.  15  Informs  B.  that  he  has  bought  all  the  books,  tracts,  etc., 

desired  by  him  at  “the  last  sale”,  except  a  few  that  went  at  very  high 

prices  for  the  Royal  Library;  offers  to  make  bids  at  the  sale  of  Count 
Thott’s  library  on  12  Apl. ;  the  Danish  Society  for  Natural  History  has 
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Treschow,  Hermann,  continued 

published  its  first  volume  of  Transactions  which  he  will  forward  with  the 
other  books;  Vahl  is  about  to  publish  Vol.  3  of  his  Symbolae. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  433-434 

12.  Soho  Square  1793  June  14*  Is  already  indebted  to  him  for  many  good  offices;  he 

would  like  to  purchase  Paul  Hermann’s  Herbarium,  as  it  was  the  basis  of 
the  Flora  Zeylanica  of  Linnaeus ;  he  thinks  the  price  of  £50  suggested  is  too 
low  and  is  willing  to  give  £75  and  leaves  it  to  T.’s  discretion;  he  would 
also  purchase  the  coloured  drawings  of  Forsskahl  and  Niebuhr  if  they  can 
be  had  at  a  reasonable  price;  he  will  recommend  Jacob  de  Witt’s  designs 
to  those  who  are  interested,  but  has  no  idea  of  the  price  expected. 

D.T.C.  8.  218-219 

13.  [Soho  1793  July  6  #  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  Count  Moltke’s  library  is  now  in 

Square]  T.’s  hands;  if  the  owner  of  Hermann’s  Herbarium  had  insisted  on  a 

larger  sum  than  that  he  offered,  he  would  have  paid  it  rather  than  lose 
the  opportunity;  as  he  considers  his  offer  of  £75  a  generous  one,  he 
presumes  he  can  now  consider  the  Herbarium  as  his;  he  agrees  to  pay 
6  gns.  for  Forsskahl’s  drawings;  as  he  is  now  indebted  for  these  items  and 
for  the  Flora  Danica  already  received,  asks  T.  to  draw  upon  him  for  the 
total  sum.  D.T.C.  8.  233 

TRESSAN,  Abbe  de  (1747-1809) 

1.  Great  1795  Dec.  4  Reminds  B.  of  his  father’s  election  to  R.S.  [Louis  Elizabeth 

Marlborough  de  la  Vergne,  Comte  de  Tressan  (1705-1783),  F.R.S.,  1749],  and  his 
Street  illustrious  friends;  has  been  impoverished  by  the  misfortunes  of  his 

country;  he  has  found  employment  by  Lord  and  Lady  Radnor  as  tutor 
to  their  young  daughter;  has  compiled  a  book  from  the  best  authors  on 
mythology;  he  would  like  to  publish  it  and  Lord  Radnor  has  given  him 
permission  to  dedicate  it  to  his  child;  he  has  no  money  to  pay  for  printing 
and  asks  B.’s  help  to  raise  a  public  subscription.  [ French .  His  Mythologie 
comparee  published  1796.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  301-302 

TREVOR,  John  Hampden,  afterwards  3rd  Viscount  Hampden  (1749-1824).  Diplomatist 
1.  Turin  1789  Aug.  10  Encloses  a  letter  from  the  brother  of  one  of  the  officers  of 

La  Perouse’s  ships,  feared  lost,  and  asks  B.  to  take  the  matter  up  with  the 
Admiralty  that  it  may  be  investigated  by  the  squadron  about  to  sail  for 
Bombay.  [Lamanon,  physician  and  naturalist  of  La  Boussole,  killed  in  the 
massacre  at  Masuna.  See  Lamanon,  A.  P.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  255 


TRIMMER,  James 

1.  Soho  Square  1820  Jan.  12  *  Asks  for  information  as  to  the  pieces  of  stone  found  at 
Brentford  “where  the  bones  and  skeletons  are  deposited”. 

R.H.S.  Bindley  Lib. 


TRIPP,  George.  Captain  R.N. 

1.  H.M.S.  1791  May  22  He  will  send  B.'s  cask  of  Constantia  to  the  Custom  House 

Sphynx  to  be  delivered  to  his  order;  he  is  glad  to  hear  that  B.  is  pleased  with  his 

attention  to  the  living  plant  sent  by  Masson  for  the  King’s  Garden  at  Kew ; 
he  has  sent  by  the  King’s  gardener  two  plants  belonging  to  [Edward]  Riou 
and  requests  B.  to  have  them  delivered  to  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  98 


TROIL,  Rev.  Uvo  van  (1746-1803).  Traveller  and  Scholar,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  Uppsala 


1.  Stockholm 

1773  Apl.  14  Describes  the  kindness  and  civilities  he  received  during  his 

journey  in  Holland  and  Denmark;  enquires  about  the  present  state  of  the 
proposed  polar  expedition,  and  of  the  publication  of  the  South  Seas 
collections;  refers  to  the  eruptions  in  Iceland;  the  new  colony  of  Ohio, 
etc.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  36-37 

2.  Stockholm 

1 773  Oct.  30  Mentions  some  ships  that  had  travelled  North  without 

making  new  discoveries;  asks  B.  for  a  drawing  of  a  geyser,  and  if  he 
received  the  medallion  of  Linnaeus  he  had  sent;  gives  news  of  the  journey 
by  one  of  his  countrymen  to  Vesuvius  and  the  curious  Basalt  formations. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  38-39 

3.  Stockholm 

1776  Mar.  25  Thanks  B.  for  drawings  made  on  his  southern  voyage 

and  asks  permission  to  reproduce  them  when  he  publishes  his  account  of 
a  journey  to  Iceland ;  sends  a  report  in  Swedish  on  a  Labrador  stone  for 
Solander  to  translate  for  B. ;  promises  to  send  a  collection  of  Swedish 
plants;  Dr.  Gahn  has  sent  a  collection  from  Lapland;  has  a  list  of  New 
Zealand  plants  which  he  will  send  when  the  sea  is  open  again,  also  a 
collection  of  Swedish  Minerals,  a  gift  from  Prof.  Bergman  of  Uppsala. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  124-126 

4.  Linkogsing 

1786  Aug.  30  Reiterates  his  gratitude  to  B.  for  many  kindnesses;  is 

sending  him  a  portrait  of  Linnaeus,  a  copy  by  Pasch,  the  best  living 
Swedish  painter,  of  Kosling’s  painting ;  it  is  not  of  value  but  only  a  token 
of  friendship;  the  death  of  Solander  is  a  great  loss  to  the  learned  world; 
he  (Troil)  owes  everything  to  B.,  as  the  journey  to  Iceland  made  him 
known  to  the  King,  by  whose  favour  he  was  made  a  bishop;  has  a  good 
wife  and  six  children,  is  happy  in  his  duties,  and  in  his  leisure,  with  his 
books.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  371-372 

5.  Uppsala 

1788  Mar.  24  Thanks  B.  for  Woide’s  text  of  the  Codex  Alexandrinus ; 

is  pleased  that  B.  will  give  him  a  print  of  Linnaeus’s  portrait  and  he  would 
value  one  of  B.  himself,  and  also  of  Solander,  if  such  a  one  exists;  is 
pleased  to  hear  that  Linnaeus’s  position  [as  a  systematist]  has  been  re¬ 
established  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  French,  and  is  sure  his  reputation 
will  increase  with  time;  a  new  edition  of  De  Geer’s  History  of  Insects  is 
being  published  in  Latin;  asks  B.  if  he  has  the  first  fasciculus  of  the 
Museum  Carlsonianum.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  195-196 

6.  Uppsala 

1793  Apl.  3  Sends  B.  publications  from  the  LIppsala  Royal  Society  by 

Mr.  A  vent,  an  English  physician  who  was  in  the  Swedish  service ;  also  sends 
a  programme  of  his  exhibit  at  the  Jubilee  celebrations. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  403 

7.  Uppsala 

1799  Feb.  16  Apologizes  for  long  delay  in  answering  B.’s  letter  with  the 

drawing  of  the  geyser,  which  reminds  him  of  their  happy  time  together 
[van  Troil  accompanied  B.  to  Iceland  in  1772] ;  thanks  B.  also  for  Stanley’s 
account  of  that  place;  the  Royal  Society  of  Uppsala  wishes  to  have  B.  as  a 
member;  a  porphyry  monument  to  Linnaeus  is  to  be  erected  in  the 
church;  particulars  of  various  forthcoming  publications. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  488-489 

TUFT  ON,  Sackville,  9th  Earl  of  Thanet  (1769-1825) 

1.  Piccadilly  [1802  Apl.  5]  Asks  for  copies  of  the  printed  proposals  for  the  memorial 
to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  to  circulate  amongst  his  friends. 

Wellcome.  67766.  (42) 
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Tufton,  Sackville,  continued 

2.  Piccadilly  1802  May  13  Sends  a  subscription  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  memorial  and 
suggests  advertising  in  the  county  newspapers.  Wellcome ,  67766.  (45) 


TUNNARD  &  RODGERSON.  Solicitors 


1.  Boston 


2.  Boston 


3.  Boston 


1808  Aug.  15  They  have  been  instructed  to  apply  for  the  release  of  the 
horses  belonging  to  men  employed  by  the  Commissioners  for  Draining  the 
Fens,  which  have  been  impounded  by  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43937.  41 

1808  Oct.  14  They  regret  that  neither  of  the  partners  is  able  to  wait  upon 
B.  at  Revesby  to-day,  but  will  obtain  from  Thirkill  ( q.v .)  a  copy  of  the 
Order  of  the  Commissioners  respecting  the  tithes  claimed  by  the  Rector 
of  Kirkby  and  will  write  immediately.  Hill  Coll.  4.  9 

1808  Oct.  14  They  have  been  allowed  to  see  the  Order  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  on  the  tithes  of  Kirkby,  against  which  B.  intends  to  appeal ;  as  it 
appears  by  the  Act  that  action  must  be  tried  at  the  Assizes  within  three 
months,  they  will  wait  upon  B.  at  any  time  to  take  his  instructions. 

Hill  Coll.  4.  10 


TUNSTALL,  Marmaduke,  F.R.S.  (1743-1790).  Naturalist 

1.  Soho  Square  1786  Feb.  19  *  Thanks  him  for  sending  a  bird,  which  he  agrees  is  a 
variety  of  Chaffinch;  Mrs.  Vane,  to  whom  it  formerly  belonged,  con¬ 
sidered  it  a  much  rarer  species,  and  ladies  are  inclined  to  regard  such 
specimens  as  hybrids  or  as  some  newly  created  species;  the  specimens  of 
teeth  are  very  acceptable  and  he  has  shown  them  to  several  people  who 
had  not  previously  seen  the  phenomenon  they  exhibit.  J.  Hunter’s  theory 
of  a  Free  Martin  always  being  a  twin  of  a  male  [valid  today]  has  been 
attacked  by  others  besides  T. ;  Macarel’s  case  of  a  3  years’  pregnancy 
probably  a  fraud  and  rejected  by  Dr.  [S.  F.]  Simmons ;  Soc.  for  Prom. 
Nat.  Hist,  not  flourishing ;  [J.]  Lee  of  Hammersmith  adjourns  its  meetings 
to  the  “Black  Bear”,  Piccy.  where  grog  takes  precedence  over  botany. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  144-145 

TUPHOLME,  Timothy.  Lincolnshire  Farmer 

1.  Alford  1805  Sept.  26  As  he  requires  to  keep  a  horse  in  order  to  go  to  market, 

has  bought  a  cottage  opposite  to  B.’s  cottage  at  Hickney;  offers  to  purchase 
the  latter  so  as  to  have  the  close  in  which  it  stands  in  which  to  keep  a 
horse,  the  present  tenants  continuing  to  occupy  the  cottage. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  33 

2.  Alford  1806  Sept.  18  Reminds  B.  that  he  has  had  no  reply  to  his  request  to 

purchase  the  cottage  at  Hickney,  as  old-age  necessitates  a  horse,  he  being 
unable  to  walk.  [Note  by  B.,  “  I  have  no  objection  to  let  Nundy’s  Close  to 
Tupholme  if  Nundy  underlets  it.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  35 

TURNBULL,  John,  F.R.S.  (1740-1816) 

1.  [London]  1789  Apl.  12  Requests  permission  for  the  bearer,  Stewart,  to  make 
copies  of  the  portraits  of  Bacon,  Newton  and  Locke  from  the  originals  in 
the  apartments  of  R.S. ;  they  are  for  Jefferson,  the  American  Minister  in 
Paris,  who  is  making  a  collection  of  portraits  of  eminent  men,  and  wishes 
to  include  these  three  “Fathers  of  Science”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  25 
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TURNER,  Dawson,  F.R.S.  (1775-1858).  Banker,  Botanist  and  Antiquary 


1.  Yarmouth 

1803  Apl.  20  Sends  a  copy  of  his  Synopsis  of  Fuci,  specially  bound  by 

Downes  of  Yarmouth;  acknowledges  the  loan  of  specimens  from  B.’s 
Herbarium  for  use  in  his  larger  work;  presents  for  B.’s  library  a  copy  of  a 
small  work  he  has  lately  published  [his  edition  of  George  Ives,  The 
Garianomim  of  the  Romans,  1803].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35068.  133 

2.  Yarmouth 

1804  Dec.  28  Sends  for  B.’s  Herbarium  plants  he  has  lately  received 

from  Dr.  Roth;  asks  for  the  loan  of  the  last  issue  of  Usteri’s  Ann\aleri\  der 
Botanik,  and  the  last  part  of  Bridel’s  Muscologia,  unless  it  is  against  the 
rules  of  his  library  to  allow  books  to  be  borrowed ;  a  cousin  of  his  is  soon 
coming  to  London  to  study  Law,  and  he  has  taken  the  liberty  of  giving 
him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  B.,  with  a  request  for  permission  to  use  his 

library.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  180 

TURNER,  John  (fl.  1796-1819).  Weaver 

1.  Halifax  1819  Apl.  17  States  that  nearly  23  years  ago  he  sent  to  Mr.  Hall  at 


2.  [Spring 
Grove 

Lincoln  a  coat  woven  without  a  seam,  like  that  of  Christ  in  the  Scriptures; 
Hall  informed  him  that  this  coat  was  sent  to  B.  for  inspection;  he  now 
sends  two  other  seamless  garments  he  has  woven,  and  asks  B.  how  much 
he  will  pay  for  the  original  coat  and  the  two  new  articles. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  32 

1819  Apl.  20]  *  He  acknowledges  that  the  seamless  coat  was  sent  to  him 

by  Hall  of  Lincoln;  he  kept  it  for  12  or  14  years,  expecting  it  to  be  called 
for,  but  it  was  finally  destroyed  by  moth;  he  does  not  require  the  other 
two  articles  offered ;  he  has  always  considered  the  garment  worn  by 
Christ  to  have  been  knitted,  as  the  Evangelists  make  no  mention  of  weaving. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  32  vo. 

TURNER,  Rev.  William  (1761-1859).  Secretary,  Newcastle  Literary  Society 

1.  Newcastle  1802  Feb.  6  At  B.’s  request  he  has  collected  all  the  Society’s  publica- 


2.  Newcastle 

tions,  and  sends  them  for  his  library;  the  officers  of  the  Society  return 
thanks  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  B.  has  expressed  his  approval 
of  their  objects;  sends  also  a  pamphlet  designed  to  allay  popular  prejudice 
against  vaccination.  Farrell  Coll. 

Dawson  MS.  63.  424 

1802  June  10  Informs  B.  that  George  Gray  of  Newcastle  has  discovered 

and  patented  a  process  whereby  certain  astringent  plants  can  be  used  as  a 
substitute  for  oak  bark  in  tanning  leather;  he  hopes  the  process  will  come 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Society  of  Arts;  announces  that  a  permanent 
lecturership  has  been  established  in  Newcastle.  Farrell  Coll. 

Dawson  MS.  63.  425 

3.  Soho  Square  1802  June  26  *  Describes  the  tanning  properties  of  certain  roots; 

mentions  lectures  at  Newcastle.  Tregaskis,  1936 

TURNEY,  B.  Physician 

1.  Jamaica  1782  May  14  [To  Chaloner  Arcedeckne  (q. w.).]  He  is  sending  some  fruits 
and  seed  of  the  Jamaica  Prune-tree  [Prunus  occidentalism  as  desired;  he 
will  also  send  Vine  plants  when  they  can  be  carried  with  safety ;  discusses 
the  condition  of  the  negroes ;  he  has  petitioned  for  a  grant  of  land. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  143-144 
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Turney,  B. ,  continued 

2.  Jamaica  1782  June  20  [To  the  same.]  He  sends  in  charge  of  Capt.  Taylor  the 

fruit  and  some  cuttings  of  the  Prune,  together  with  a  bottle  of  wine  made 
by  distilling  its  bark;  also  sends  the  Vine  plants. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  151 

TURNOR,  Edmund,  F.R.S.  (1755  ?-i829).  Antiquary 

1 .  Edinburgh  1 787  J uly  24  He  has  sent  a  copy  of  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  intended 

Wool  Bill  to  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  who  seems  to  think  that  most  of  the 
opposition  to  it  will  come  from  Scotland;  he  is  about  to  set  off  with 
Parsons  on  a  tour  of  the  North  of  Scotland.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  137 

2.  Panton  1787  Sept.  18  Sends  a  letter  from  Harrison,  Collector  of  Customs  at 

Hull,  on  the  seizures  of  Wool  in  that  port;  thanks  B.  for  his  part  in  his 
election  to  the  R.S.  Club.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  148 

TURTON,  John,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1735-1806).  Physician 

1.  Adelphi  1783  Feb.  4  Has  not  heard  from  Maty  [Secretary,  R.S.],  and  Charles 

Bonnet,  who  has  been  F.R.S.  for  nearly  forty  years,  is  most  anxious  for 
news  as  to  the  arrival  of  the  books,  etc.,  he  sent;  while  on  the  Continent, 
he  (T.)  heard  frequent  complaints  from  Academicians  in  every  country  he 
visited  that  they  were  discouraged  from  sending  communications  to  R.S., 
as  they  received  no  news  of  their  reception  or  even  of  their  arrival.  [This 
letter  was  in  answer  to  one  from  B.  to  T.,  quoted  in  T.’s  letter  of  22nd 
Apl.  1783  to  Charles  Bonnet  in  Geneva  Public  Library.]  See  N.R.R.S., 
12.  87.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  189 

TYRWHITT,  Sir  Thomas  (1763-1833).  Private  Secretary  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 

1.  Soho  Square  1804  Dec.  21  *  Describes  in  detail  his  operations,  assisted  by  Taylor 

Combe,  in  unrolling  one  of  the  Herculaneum  Papyri;  he  has  obtained  an 
account  of  Padre  Antonio’s  methods  used  in  Naples;  desires  him  to 
inform  the  Prince  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  complete  the  operation 
successfully.  [A  long  memorandum  by  B.  on  the  same  subject,  with  fuller 
details,  Dawson  MS.  46.  1-2.]  de  Beer  Coll.  21 

D.T.C.  15.  205-206 

2.  Exeter  1804  Dec.  23  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter;  if  it  were  possible,  he  would  go 

to  Naples  and  bring  back  some  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  attempt  to 
unroll  the  Papyri;  asks  B.  to  take  charge  of  the  operations  with  the 
Prince’s  approval,  and  H.R.H.  will  provide  accommodation;  as  the  steam¬ 
ing  process  failed,  no  other  roll  must  be  sacrificed. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  178-179 
D.T.C.  15.  207-208 

3.  [Soho  Square  1804  Dec.  25]  *  He  is  confined  to  his  house,  fearing  a  return  of  gout,  so 

he  cannot  now  undertake  the  management,  even  if  he  were  asked  by 
H.R.H.  in  person;  as  soon  as  he  is  able,  he  will  attend  to  the  roll  entrusted 
to  him;  recommends  the  Rev.  [James]  Douglas  ( q.v .)  as  the  most  likely  to 
succeed  if  a  roll  were  entrusted  to  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  179  vo. 

D.T.C.  15.  212-213 

4.  [Naples]  1806  Jan.  6  [Copy  of  a  letter,  writer  unknown,  to  Tyrwhitt,  sent  by 

him  to  B.]  Encloses  a  list  of  the  Herculaneum  Papyri  unrolled  between 
25th  Jan.  1802  and  6th  June  1806;  No.  817  is  part  of  an  Epic  Poem  in 
Latin  Hexameters,  of  which  the  nature  and  orthography  is  described; 
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Tyr whitt,  Sir  Thomas,  continued 

No.  1061,  a  fragment  by  Demetrius,  is  mathematical  and  deals  with  the 
bisection  of  angles.  [The  list  referred  to  is  missing ;  it  was  said  to  be 
authenticated  by  the  signature  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Royal  Museum, 
Portici.]  D.T.C.  16.  179-182 

TYSSEN,  Samuel  (1756-1800).  Antiquary 

1.  Narboro’  1798  Oct.  17  [To  his  son,  Samuel  Tyssen,  Junr.  (<?.?;.).]  Is  thankful  to  hear 

[Norfolk]  of  his  recovery  from  illness;  has  been  unable  to  visit  him  as  he  himself  is 

in  Dr.  Bayly’s  hands.  D.T.C.  11.  no 

TYSSEN,  Samuel  (1786-1845).  Norfolk  Landowner 

1.  Soho  Square  1804  May  26  *  He  has  not  heard  of  the  intention  of  [the  Rev.  Samuel] 

Ayscough  to  give  up  preaching  the  Fairchild  lecture  at  Shoreditch  [see 
Lyons ,  175];  he  has  a  year  in  which  to  consider  it  and  will  give  every 
consideration  to  the  pretensions  of  Ellis;  hopes  soon  to  have  a  visit  from 
T.  at  Spring  Grove.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  21 

D.T.C.  14.  266 

2.  Soho  Square  1804  Sept.  8  *  His  journey  to  Revesby  has  been  delayed  by  the  melan¬ 

choly  event  in  his  family  [the  death  of  his  mother  on  27th  Aug.] ;  he  will 
arrive  there  in  the  last  week  of  the  month;  invites  T.  for  pheasant  shooting, 
and  also  his  sister.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  22 

D.T.C.  15.  104 

3.  Soho  Square  1805  Apl.  26  *  He  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  speaking  to  Lord  Warwick 

about  Mr.  Kellie,  though  “from  his  Lordship’s  usual  inaccuracy  of 
judgement  I  am  always  inclind  to  bett  2  to  one  that  he  ranges  himself  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the  question  for  his  interest  which  ever  that  may  be”. 
[This  allusion  is  obscure.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  20 

D.T.C.  15.  354 

1805  June  — ]  *  Invitation  to  dinner  at  Spring  Grove;  “we  are  punctual 

persons  and  our  hour  is  \  past  four”.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  27 

D.T.C.  15  355 

1805  Sept.  11  *  His  ladies  are  expecting  a  visit  by  T.  and  his  sister  to 
Revesby;  the  town  is  full  of  gaieties,  two  races  and  an  assembly  every  day, 
to  terminate  with  a  ball  at  Lord  Monson’s;  offers  to  send  horses  or  his 
chaise  to  Boston  to  bring  T.  and  his  sister  to  Revesby.  [Part  in  Edw. 
Smith ,  366.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  24 

D.T.C.  16.  128 

1805  Sept.  17  *  Is  sending  this  letter  by  his  postchaise  to  bring  him  and 
his  sister  to  Revesby  from  Boston ;  Pelham  is  now  at  Revesby. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  23 
D.T.C.  16.  136 

7.  Soho  Square  1809  Aug.  7  *  Considers  the  polled  cows  on  T.’s  estate  and  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  as  handsome;  some  years  ago  Snarsdale,  T.’s  tenant,  procured 
him  some  of  them  which  were  reasonable  in  price  and  very  satisfactory;  is 
now  in  want  of  stock  for  Lady  Banks’s  dairy,  and  desires  seven  heifers  in 
calf  at  the  end  of  the  year;  requests  T.  and  Snarsdale  to  choose  the  cows 
and  he  will  pay  the  charges  for  pasturing  them  until  the  middle  of  Novem¬ 
ber;  if  good  cows  can  be  found,  he  will  not  be  stingy  as  to  price. 

D.T.C.  17.  326-327 


4.  [Spring 
Grove 

5.  Lincoln 


6.  Revesby 
Abbey 
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Tyssen,  Samuel,  continued 

8.  Soho  Square  1809  Aug.  —  *  Thanks  him  for  undertaking  to  provide  the  cows  he 

wants;  he  prefers  not  to  have  cows  that  will  calve  in  winter,  but  if  cows 
calving  in  spring  or  summer  cannot  be  had  will  take  the  winter-calvers ;  he 
presumes  T.  will  lay  out  a  garden  at  his  new  residence,  Narborough  Hall ; 
invitation  to  Revesby  where  he  will  be  in  mid-September. 

D.T.C.  17.  328-329 

9.  Soho  Square  1809  Sept.  1  *  He  is  quite  content  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  Snarsdale 

the  time  when  the  cows  will  calve;  he  wishes  to  have  plenty  of  milk  during 
the  time  he  is  at  Spring  Grove ;  hopes  to  be  able  to  visit  Holkham  again ; 
last  year  he  was  too  lame  to  attempt  either  Holkham  or  the  Sheep-shearing 
at  Woburn;  if  he  is  able  to  go  to  Holkham  next  year,  he  will  visit  Nar¬ 
borough.  D.T.C.  17.  330-331 

10.  Soho  Square  1810  Jan.  12  *  Approves,  as  a  trustee,  the  proposed  sale  of  T.’s  property, 
as  the  land  and  houses  let  for  only  ^10  a  year,  the  sum  they  fetch  will 
yield  £25 ;  asks  that  the  solicitor  will  bring  him  the  necessary  deeds  and 
explain  them ;  he  fears  that  his  infirmities  will  prevent  him  from  attending 
the  Holkham  Sheep-shearing;  he  cannot  say  much  in  favour  of  the  cows 
his  tenant  has  procured.  D.T.C.  18.  1-2 

UN  GAR,  Charles.  Librarian,  Prague  University 

1.  Prague  1792  July  11  He  had  been  informed  by  Baron  de  Born  that  B.  wished 

for  a  copy  of  Dioscorides  in  the  Bohemian  language ;  he  was  unable  to  find 
one  until  after  the  Baron’s  death ;  he  has  given  it  to  Count  Landriani,  who 
has  promised  to  get  Baron  Spielmann  to  send  it  safely  to  B.  through  their 
Minister  at  the  English  Court.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  303 

UPPER  OSSORY,  Earl  of — See  Fitzpatrick,  John. 

URMSTON,  James  (fl.  1783-1803).  Ship’s  Captain,  H.E.I.  Co. 

1.  [London]  1792  Aug.  22  Presents  for  B.’s  acceptance  a  picture  of  three  natives  of 

the  Pelew  Islands.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  174 

USSHER,  Rev.  Henry,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (d.  1790).  Astronomer  Royal  of  Ireland 

1.  Observatory,  1786  Sept.  11  Introduces  Dr.  Young  [the  Rev.  Matthew  Young,  D.D.] 
Dublin  author  of  a  treatise  on  Musical  Strings  [published  1784];  he  has  lately 

been  elected  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  Dublin. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  78 
D.T.C.  5.  51 


UXBRIDGE,  Earl  of — See  Paget,  Henry  William. 

VAGE,  Thomas,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (d.  1815).  Natural  Philosopher 

1.  [London  I79°]  Jan.  29  He  is  desired  by  Woulfe  to  inform  B.  that  Mrs.  Oblette 
[Aublet]  has  valued  the  Herbarium  [of  her  late  husband  (<7.®.)]  at  1200 
livres;  Woulfe  states  that  she  would  have  fixed  a  much  higher  price  but 
for  his  remonstrances ;  if  B.  approves  the  price,  he  advises  him  to  conclude 
the  matter  promptly,  lest  it  pass  into  other  hands.  [B.  bought  the  Aublet 
Herbarium.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  247 
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VAHL,  Martin  Hendriksen  (1749-1804).  Botanist 

1.  Copenhagen  1777  June  n  Sends  a  list  of  plants  in  his  Botanic  Garden;  200  species 
have  been  added  this  year;  offers  to  send  plants  for  exchange,  either  native 
or  cultivated ;  sends  a  specimen  of  Epilobium  latifolium  from  Greenland. 

B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  180 


VALENTI  A,  Viscount — See  Annesley,  George. 

VALENTIN,  Louis  (1758-1829).  Physician 

1.  Nancy  1802  Apl.  30  Now  that  intercourse  between  the  nations  is  possible,  he 

sends  a  copy  of  an  historical  and  practical  treatise  on  inoculation  which  he 
published  conjointly  with  Dr.  [Francis]  Dezoteux  [Traite  historique  et 
pratique  de  V Inoculation,  Paris,  1799];  asks  B.  to  present  it  to  R.S.  in  his 
name;  the  book  contains  an  account  of  the  services  of  Lady  Wortley 
Montague  and  Dr.  Jenner;  he  would  like  to  be  admitted  a  Foreign 
Associate  of  R.S.  and  the  bearer  of  this  letter  could  bring  back  his  diploma. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  212 

2.  Nancy  1802  Apl.  30  Abstract  of  experiments  on  inoculation  that  he,  a  warm 

admirer  of  Jenner,  has  carried  out  on  various  animals  (goats,  asses,  dogs, 
etc.) ;  they  were  inoculated  with  vaccine  from  a  human  being,  but  when 
vaccine  from  another  animal  was  used,  the  experiment  failed;  the  vaccine 
produced  was  as  effective  with  children  as  when  taken  from  a  cow,  etc.,  in 
detail.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  3 14-3 15 

3.  London  1803  May  24  Has  just  arrived  from  the  West  of  England  and  wishes  to 

visit  Kew  next  day;  asks  B.  to  give  him  a  letter  to  the  Head  Gardener  so 
that  he  and  his  friend  may  see  the  special  rarities;  asks  B.  to  send  the 
letter  to  Frith  Street  and  also  to  let  him  know  when  he  may  wait  upon 
him  before  returning  to  France  six  days  hence.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  316 


VALLANCEY,  Charles,  F.R.S.  (1721-1812)  Antiquary 

1.  [Dublin]  [  1 786  — ]  Sends  his  Vindication  by  the  hand  of  the  Rev.  [Matthew] 

Young,  Professor  of  Philosophy  at  Trinity  Coll,  whom  he  introduces  to 
B. ;  the  Abbate  [Lorenzo]  Hervas  of  Rome  has  lately  published  a  large 
work  in  18  vols.,  one  of  which  deals  with  languages,  and  he  desires  that 
a  copy  of  it  be  presented  to  R.S. ;  as  soon  as  it  arrives  he  will  forward  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  342 

2.  Cecil  Street  1786  Jan.  4  Some  years  ago  he  brought  the  head  of  an  unknown  animal 

from  the  bog  at  Cullen  and  presented  it  to  John  Hunter,  there  being  no 
museum  in  Ireland ;  he  has  borrowed  it  to  make  a  drawing  of  it,  which  he 
now  sends  for  B.’s  inspection;  he  has  since  sent  a  fragment  of  a  similar 
head  [skull],  found  under  some  Roman  buildings  at  Bath;  wishes  to  be 
F.R.S.,  if  B.  will  propose  him  he  will  ask  Blagden  and  Morton  to  support 
him.  D.T.C.  4.  202-203 

3.  [Soho  Square  1786  Jan.  6]  *  Returns  the  head,  which  he  has  seen  before;  as  there  are 

so  many  variations  in  domestic  cattle  which  are  all  of  one  species,  he 
cannot  say  to  which  it  belongs;  as  it  has  long  been  customary  for  the 
President  of  R.S.  not  to  propose  candidates,  he  asks  him  to  get  his  other 
friends  to  sign  his  certificate.  D.T.C.  4.  204 

4.  Dublin  1801  Nov.  5  The  Dublin  Society  have  received  a  reply  from  the  Sec¬ 

retary  of  R.S.  requesting  that  there  may  be  free  communication  between 
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the  two  bodies ;  the  scope  of  the  Dublin  Society  has  now  been  extended  to 


5.  Dublin 

Botany,  Chemistry,  Mineralogy  and  the  Veterinary  art;  informs  B.  that 
he  has  been  enrolled  as  a  member  and  sends  his  diploma.  D.T.C.  12.  280 

1801  Dec.  2  By  favour  of  Dr.  Lindsay,  he  sends  a  drawing  of  the 

ventral  aspect  of  the  Squalus  he  dissected.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35262.  23 

6.  Dublin 

1802  Feb.  2  Informs  B.  that  a  learned  friend  has  seen  an  Arabic  manu¬ 

script  brought  from  Egypt  by  Hammer;  this  book  gives  an  explanation 
of  Egyptian  hieroglyphics ;  his  friend  has  copied  some  of  the  characters — 
Arabic,  with  their  equivalents  in  the  Egyptian  and  Tree  Alphabets  [the 
so-called  Egyptian  characters  are  Himyaritic,  and  the  “Tree”  signs 
resemble  ancient  Cypriote] ;  he  finds  the  Tree  Alphabet  exactly  corresponds 
to  the  Irish  Ogham;  gives  his  conjectures  as  to  the  origin  of  alphabets  and 
their  relationship.  D.T.C.  13.  16-20 

7.  Dublin 

1802  Feb.  26  He  is  sending  B.  the  Puranas  as  requested  in  five  parcels, 

which  will  be  brought  by  the  King’s  Messenger;  the  Botanic  Garden  is 
laid  out  and  the  hothouses  and  conservatory  are  constructed,  plans  of 
which  will  be  sent  to  B. ;  asks  for  some  exotic  seeds ;  sends  a  syllabus  of  the 
Chemical  and  Veterinary  lectures.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  3 

D.T.C.  13.  43 

8.  Dublin 

1802  Apl.  23  Is  glad  that  one  of  his  Puranas  is  acceptable  to  B. ;  requests 

him  to  return  the  others  as  the  library  of  [Trinity]  College  does  not  possess 
any  Sanscrit  writing;  the  seeds  sent  by  B.  have  been  sown,  together  with 
some  E.  India  seeds  that  came  into  his  hands;  foreign  seeds  are  cast  up 
on  the  shores  of  Kerry  and  Orkney ;  he  will  send  the  catalogue  and  plans 
of  the  Botanic  Garden;  the  museum  is  in  want  of  zoological  specimens, 
and  he  asks  for  any  that  B.  can  spare;  the  Bishop  of  Dromore  has  the 
skeleton  of  an  Irish  Elk  [see  Percy,  Thomas,  Nos.  1,  2],  asks  B.  to 
persuade  him  to  give  it  to  the  museum;  is  now  arranging  the  Minerals. 

D.T.C.  13.  73-75 

9.  Dublin 

1802  May  16  Describes  coins  found  in  Ireland  with  Cufic  inscriptions, 

and  gold  coins  dug  up  in  Kildare  with  characters  resembling  Sanscrit ;  is 
sending  B.  a  cone  found  24  ft.  from  the  surface  when  sinking  a  shaft,  and 
at  a  much  greater  depth  the  limb  of  a  Yew-tree  was  found;  in  cutting  the 
canals,  trees  have  been  found  from  20  to  30  ft.  from  the  surface  of  the  bogs, 
and  at  12  to  15  ft.  below  them;  some  treasures  of  his  Mineral  collection. 

D.T.C.  13.  110-113 

10.  Dublin 

1802  June  17  Is  sending  B.  through  Nicol  the  prospectus  of  his 

Dictionary  of  the  Irish  Language,  compared  with  the  Chaldean  and  Arabic ; 
he  finds  the  ancient  Irish  language  agrees  perfectly  with  Arabic  and  that 
its  structure  conforms  to  that  of  Chaldean  and  all  other  Oriental  languages ; 
he  hopes  B.  has  received  the  last  volume  of  Transactions  and  the  Catalogue 
of  the  Botanic  Garden.  D.T.C.  13.  167-169 

11.  Dublin 

1802  July  27  He  hopes  to  have  B.’s  views  on  the  subjects  discussed  in 

his  Prospectus  in  which  he  has  pointed  out  that  the  mythology  of  ancient 
Ireland  corresponds  with  that  of  the  Buddhists  of  India,  and  includes 
Paramou,  the  father  of  Brahmin  mythology;  he  concludes  that  the 
religion  of  Brahma  originated  from  the  Scythians;  traces  the  routes  by 
which  these  religions  travelled;  thanks  B.  for  Lilies  and  Birds  from 
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Botany  Bay;  has  seen  a  native  map  of  China  printed  from  wood  blocks 
with  latitude  and  longitude  marked;  he  suspects  it  is  the  work  of  a  mis¬ 
sionary.  D.T.C.  13.  218-220 

1802  Aug.  14  He  has  been  informed  that  the  whole  Hindu  mythology 
has  been  recognized  in  Egypt  by  the  Sepoys  of  Gen.  Baird’s  army  [Baird 
commanded  the  Indian  troops  against  the  French  in  Egypt  in  1801-2]; 
Pennant,  in  his  work  on  Hindustan,  mentions  the  pagodas  as  tall  and 
slender  round  towers  of  conical  shape;  his  description  so  much  agrees 
with  the  ancient  round  towers  of  Ireland,  that  he  would  like  to  know  the 
source  from  which  Pennant  drew  his  information;  attempts  to  establish  a 
connection  on  etymological  grounds.  D.T.C.  13.  227-229 

1802  Nov.  10  Thanks  B.  for  giving  a  copy  of  his  Prospectus  to  Marsden; 
discusses  his  theories  of  the  ancient  history  of  the  Irish,  and  his  critics;  he 
bases  his  account  of  mythology  on  ancient  manuscripts;  the  Bonduca, 
grown  from  seed  washed  up  at  Kerry  is  flourishing;  a  pod  of  Hymenaea 
which  had  been  in  a  museum  case  for  over  two  years  became  offensive 
and  when  removed  had  three  beans;  one  was  planted  and  is  now  10  in. 
high ;  the  Roman  Catholic  College  at  Maynooth  trains  priests  to  preach  in 
Irish,  the  Methodists  also  preach  in  that  tongue  but  the  Established 
Church  “lies  like  a  lump  of  dough”;  fourteen  Ogham  inscriptions  have 
been  found  in  Kerry;  discusses  further  the  round  towers  described  by 
Pennant.  D.T.C.  13.  292-297 

VALLOT,  Jean  Nicolas  (fl.  1812-1858).  Naturalist 

1.  Dijon  1818  May  7  Announces  B.’s  election  to  the  Academie  des  Sciences  de 

Dijon.  [Latin.]  Brabourne,  16 

VALLTRAVERS  [YAUTRAVERS],  Johann  Rudolph  von,  F.R.S.  (1723-1815) 

1.  Hamburg  1790  May  28  There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  British  Museum  through  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woide  for  an  Assistant  Librarian,  offers  himself  as  a 
candidate  and  requests  B.’s  interest  in  his  favour. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  10 

VANDECK,  — 

1.  Lisbon  [1 766]  Dec.  28  Regrets  not  to  have  seen  B.  when  he  called  upon  him; 

suggests  exchange  of  correspondence  and  offers  him  specimens.  [Addressed 
to  “Monsieur  Bink”  and  endorsed  by  B.,  “Mr.  Van  Deck”.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  3-4 


Val  lancey, 


12.  Dublin 


13.  Dublin 


VANDELLI,  Alessandro  Antonio 

1.  Lisbon  1813  Apl.  5  He  has  long  wished  to  thank  B.  for  his  kindness  to  his 

unfortunate  father  [Domingos  Vandelli  ( q.v .)] ;  he  offers  B.  a  mineralogical 
collection  made  by  his  father  when  living  on  the  island  [of  Terceira], 
an  animal’s  tooth  from  India  and  pearls  from  Cape  Verde;  his  father  has 
asked  him  to  collect  fossils  for  B.  from  the  country  around  Lisbon,  and 
if  desired,  will  certainly  do  so.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  159 

2.  [Lisbon  1813  — ]  Catalogue  of  Volcanic  products  collected  by  his  father  from  the 

Island  of  Terceira.  [Portuguese.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  160-161 
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VANDELLI,  Domingos  (1735-1816).  Botanist 

1.  Lisbon  1767  July  11  Wishes  to  know  if  B.  has  described  all  the  new  plants  he 


2.  Lisbon 

collected  in  Newfoundland,  which  certainly  merit  illustration  on  account 
of  their  beauty;  has  discovered  some  new  species  of  Grasses,  which  he  will 
eventually  send  to  B. ;  beseeches  B.  to  help  to  build  up  a  new  botanical 
“Viridarium”  in  Lisbon,  which  needs  seeds  and  living  plants  for  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  for  which  he  (V.)  will  meet  any  expenses  incurred.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  5 

1768  Nov.  8  Returns  thanks  for  the  rich  collection  of  seeds  received; 

understands  that  B.  is  planning  a  journey  outside  Europe  and  suggests 
he  should  first  visit  the  Lusitanian  peninsula,  rightly  termed  by  Linnaeus 
“the  India  of  Europe”,  though  India  has  been  more  explored  than  Lusi¬ 
tania  ;  gives  a  list  of  species  wanted  in  the  Lisbon  Viridarium,  which  now 
has  3000  plants.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  6 

3.  Lisbon 

1771  Aug.  9  Is  delighted  to  hear  that  B.  has  returned  from  the  South 

Seas;  the  study  of  Natural  History  has  been  greatly  advanced  by  his 
discoveries;  has  dedicated  his  Fasciculus  Plantarum  to  B.  in  token  of 

4.  Lisbon 

friendship ;  the  Viridarium  Botanicum  has  been  laid  out  near  the  Royal 
Palace  at  Lisbon  and  the  establishment  of  a  museum  has  begun,  to  contain 
zoological  specimens  from  Brazil  and  Lusitania.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  40-41 
1771  Oct.  1  Sends  B.  his  Fasciculus  Plantarum ;  would  be  delighted  to 

have  news  of  B.’s  travels;  suggests  an  exchange  of  specimens.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  42-43 

5.  Lisbon 

1772  Feb.  5  Has  had  no  reply  to  his  last  letter  informing  B.  that  he  had 

sent  him  a  parcel  of  books  by  Capt.  Abraham  Passmore  of  167  Fenchurch 
Street,  London.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  44 

6.  [Lisbon] 

1785  Mar.  10  Descriptions  of  plants,  with  water-colour  drawings,  col¬ 

lected  in  Minas  Geraes  by  Joaquin  Valloso  of  Miranda.  [Latin]. 

B.M.  ( N.H. ):  V andelli 

7.  Angra, 
Azores 

1810  Feb.  20  Sends  his  most  grateful  acknowledgements  to  B.  for  having 

used  his  influence  to  have  him  set  free,  with  permission  to  go  to  England ; 
the  Governor  of  Lisbon  immediately  sent  a  schooner  to  the  island,  but 
although  the  payment  of  his  salary  and  pension  has  been  agreed  to,  he  still 
has  not  sufficient  money  to  travel  and  can  obtain  little  or  nothing  from  his 
property  in  Modena.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  88 

8.  Angra 

1810  Feb.  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  protection  by  which  he  has  recovered 

his  freedom  and  has  been  granted  permission  to  go  to  England;  he  cannot 
do  so,  as  his  salary  has  not  been  paid;  implores  B.’s  help.  [Italian.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  86-87 

9.  Angra 

1810  Dec.  10  Encouraged  by  B.’s  protection  of  his  old  friends  Brous- 

sonet  and  Correia  de  Serra,  and  remembering  B.’s  friendship  when  in 
Lisbon,  he  now  asks  B.’s  help  to  obtain  a  passport  for  England,  and  trans¬ 
port  ;  he  has  been  exiled  to  the  Island  of  Angra  (Azores),  by  the  Portuguese 

Government.  [ Italian .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  84-85 

10.  Soho  Square  1811  May  1  #  [This  copy,  in  B.’s  handwriting,  does  not  state  the  name 
of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed;  it  was  probably  to  William 
Richard  Hamilton,  Under- Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs.]  Asks  him  to 
speak  to  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  [Foreign  Secretary]  on  behalf  of  Van- 
delli,  lately  keeper  of  the  Royal  Museum  and  Exotic  Garden  at  Lisbon; 
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Vandelli,  Domingos,  continued 

by  his  Lordship’s  intervention,  he  was  allowed  to  leave  the  Azores  where  he 
had  been  unjustly  imprisoned,  and  is  expected  to  arrive  soon;  Vandelli  is 
destitute,  but  B.  feels  sure  that  the  Marquis  will  assign  to  the  aged  Philo¬ 
sopher,  who  is  said  to  be  80  [actually  he  was  76]  a  proper  maintenance  for 
what  remains  of  his  life ;  wishes  to  know  what  money  will  be  available,  in 
order  that  he  may  seek  a  home  in  which  he  will  be  properly  cared  for  and 
kindly  treated,  not  easy  to  find,  but  he  will  seek  with  diligence  when  he 
knows  what  provision  will  be  made.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  89 

11.  Frith  Street,  1811  July  9  Sends  a  draft  of  his  petition  to  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal; 

Soho  as  he  has  no  resources,  applies  to  B.  for  financial  help;  his  necessary 

expenses  amount  to  £27  a  month  [the  Petition  for  a  pension  for  his 
maintenance  is  in  Latin  (fo.  17);  attached  on  a  slip  are  some  notes  by  B. 
on  Vandelli’s  relations  in  Lisbon  (fo.  19)].  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  15 

12.  [Soho  Square  1811  July  10]*  Explains  that  at  the  desire  of  Lord  George  Stewart, 

he  applied  for  V.’s  release  from  imprisonment;  this  was  granted  on 
condition  of  his  coming  to  England,  to  which  he  (B.)  agreed  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  his  civilities  to  him  when  in  Lisbon  in  1766;  but  he  was  unaware 
that  V.  would  arrive  immediately,  entirely  without  resources  or  that  he 
would  bring  with  him  his  son,  also  unprovided  for;  it  is  impossible  to 
supply  money  at  the  rate  of  £27  per  month,  and  as  many  emigres  have 
to  manage  on  far  less,  V.  must  do  the  same  and  send  back  his  son  to 
Lisbon;  he  has  delivered  his  petition  to  Lord  Wellesley,  through  whose 
powerful  influence  his  release  was  obtained. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  16 


VANDERAA,  Christian  Carl  Hendrik 


1.  Haarlem 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


1790  May  24  Announces  that  B.  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Societe  Hollandoise  des  Sciences  [Hollandsche  Maatschappij  der  Weten- 
schappen] ;  asks  B.  for  a  correct  description  of  himself  to  insert  in  the 
diploma;  states  that  a  condition  of  membership  is  to  communicate  a 
dissertation  every  seven  years.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  36 

1790  June  11  *  He  is  highly  gratified  at  the  honour  conferred  upon  him 
and  gives  the  required  description;  he  cannot  be  bound  by  any  conditions 
at  all,  as  all  the  other  academic  honours  he  has  received  are  entirely  free  of 
conditions.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  37 


VANHULTHAM,  Charles  Joseph  Emmanuel.  Botanist 

1.  Brussels  1818  Feb.  23  He  sent  last  year  by  Dr.  Charles  Maclean  a  work  on 

Agriculture  and  Botany  in  the  Netherlands,  and  hopes  that  B.  has  received 
it ;  he  now  sends  by  Heber  a  catalogue  of  the  plants  in  the  Garden  of  Ghent; 
congratulates  B.  on  his  Catalogue  of  works  on  Natural  History;  asks  for 
seeds  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand ;  sends  a  parcel  for  J.  E.  Smith. 

Brabourne,  101 

2.  Brussels  1818  June  11  Sends  programme  of  Brussels  Academy  and  some  Corn 

from  Egypt  which  has  been  successfully  sown  in  the  Netherlands;  asks 
for  seeds  from  Botany  Bay.  Brabourne ,  106 


VAN  MARUM,  Martin — See  Marum,  Martijn  van. 
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VANSITTART,  Nicholas,  afterwards  Baron  Bexley,  F.R.S.  (1766-1851).  Statesman 

1.  Spring  1816  Oct.  28  *  Asks  for  help  for  the  daughter  of  Col.  von  Behm,  who, 

Grove  together  with  her  husband  and  two  children,  is  destitute;  considers  Govt. 

should  be  generous  in  gratitude  for  von  Behm’s  help  to  Capt.  Cook;  the 
lady  married  Chev.  de  la  Garde  of  the  Polish  Court,  who  after  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  sought  asylum  in  Canada;  as  this  was  refused,  he  was  employed  as 
Arabic  interpreter  at  the  Colonial  Office;  after  the  reform  this  post  was 
abolished,  and  Garde  and  his  family  have  been  evicted  from  their  lodgings 
and  their  property  seized  by  the  landlord;  encloses  documents  in  support, 
and  urges  Vansittart  to  move  for  adequate  compensation.  [See  Bentinck, 
W.  H.  C.,  No.  5;  documents  enclosed:  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland 
to  Lieut. -Gen.  Prescott  dated  5  July  1798,  asking  him  to  grant  land  to 
Garde  in  Lower  Canada;  letter  from  von  Behm,  19  Mar.  1798,  certifying 
that  Garde  is  married  to  his  daughter  and  that  he  advised  him  to  go  to 
England  to  obtain  a  livelihood  for  his  family;  these  letters  translated  and 
signed  by  a  Notary  Public.]  Brabourne ,  95-96 

2.  Soho  Square  [1817]  Feb.  26  *  Returns  thanks  for  information  concerning  Arabic 

manuscripts.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31232.  172 

VARGAS-BEDEMAR,  Eduardo  Romeo,  Count  (1770-1847).  Mineralogist 

1.  Naples  1802  May  12  Asks  if  B.  would  like  to  become  a  member  of  the  Italian 

Academy;  it  consists  of  40  Italian  scholars  and  40  foreigners;  according  to 
the  Rules,  B.  may  nominate  three  other  English  scholars,  one  of  whom 
will  be  elected  a  Corresponding  Member;  the  Society  at  present  lacks  its 
full  complement  of  Ordinary  Members  from  England,  Scotland  and  Ire¬ 
land,  and  B.  is  accordingly  asked  to  nominate  one  from  each  of  these 
countries,  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  necessary  qualifications ;  if  B. 
requires  any  Italian  products  for  his  collection,  will  be  pleased  to  do  what 
he  can  to  supply  them.  [French.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  317-318 

2.  Copenhagen  1811  Apl.  13  Sends  a  little  book  (not  named)  as  a  token  of  respect  and  in 

remembrance  of  how  much  Iceland  owes  to  B.  for  his  aid  when  its  people 
were  in  desperate  straits.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  90 


VAUGHAN, 

1.  Jeffries 
Square 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


3.  Jeffries 
Square 


Benjamin  (1751-1835).  Politician 

1784  Dec.  31  Informs  B.  that  Count  Mirabeau  was  indignant  to  find 

that  uncorrected  copies  of  his  book  had  been  sold ;  Boissier  sold  one  to  an 
Italian  Count  and  a  second  to  an  Englishman  who  represented  himself  to 
be  an  acquaintance  of  V. ;  these  two  copies  were  made  up  before  certain 
leaves  were  cancelled;  he  has  endeavoured  to  find  Count  Zenobio  and 
recover  the  cancelled  pages,  and  no  person  was  given  his  authority  to 
obtain  a  copy.  D.T.C.  4.  106 

1785  Jan.  1  *  His  object  in  calling  at  Jeffries  Square  was  to  discover 

whether  he  had  to  deal  with  an  author  whose  honour  made  him  active  in 
withdrawing  the  cancelled  pages,  or  one  who  left  it  to  his  publisher  not  to 
enquire  into  the  dubious  dealings  of  booksellers ;  he  has  written  to  Paris 
to  know  if  uncorrected  copies  of  the  book  are  circulating  there;  he  used 
no  deceit  in  procuring  his  copy.  D.T.C.  4.  107-108 

1790  June  3  Announces  the  death  of  [Benjamin]  Franklin  [at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  17th  April,  1790];  the  attendance  at  his  funeral  was  immense;  no 
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Vaughan,  Benjamin,  continued 

progress  seems  to  have  been  made  with  the  continuation  of  his  memoirs ; 
the  Philadelphia  Philosophical  Society  is  to  publish  an  eloge;  he  has 
Franklin’s  memoirs  as  far  as  1756  and  waits  for  instructions  as  to  their 
publication.  D.T.C.  7.  112 

VAY  DE  VAJA,  Baron 

1.  Vienna  1791  Mar.  26  Is  on  leave  for  a  year  for  treatment  of  his  eye  by  Hunter; 

if  unsuccessful,  he  will  leave  the  service  and  retire  to  his  estate  in  Hungary; 
has  not  yet  been  able  to  interest  the  Emperor  in  Boulton’s  new  machine 
for  minting  coins,  chiefly  because  of  his  preoccupation  with  the  Hungarian 
Diet ;  Count  Szetseny,  who  met  B.  in  London  in  1 787,  is  making  a  collection 
of  Minerals  and  asks  B.  for  samples,  chiefly  British,  list  enclosed.  [The 
list  of  British  Minerals  by  Count  S.  is  f.  437.]  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  435-436 


VELLA,  Abbate  Giuseppe.  Reader  in  Arabic  at  Palermo 

1.  Palermo  1 793  Dec.  9  Copy,  in  Vella’s  handwriting,  of  a  Royal  Rescript  in  his 

favour,  in  recognition  of  his  researches  in  Arabic,  granting  him  a  pension 
of  300  ducats;  signed  by  the  Prince  Caramanico  and  addressed  to  the 
Tribunal  of  the  Royal  Bounty.  [Enclosed  in  No.  2.]  [Italian.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  41 1 

2.  Palermo  179 6  Mar.  18  Begs  B.  to  use  his  authority  to  have  his  work  Libro  del 

Consiglio  di  Egitto  impartially  examined  so  that  he  may  put  an  end  to  the 
injustice  under  which  he  is  suffering  from  the  cabal  organized  against  him 
by  Airoldi;  gives  full  particulars.  [Italian.  According  to  Brunet,  this  fine 
work,  with  the  Arabic  text  and  translation  in  2  folio  volumes,  is  a  literary 
forgery.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  404-410 


VELLEY,  Thomas  (1748-1806).  Botanist 

1.  [Ongar]  1794  Apl.  2  Account  of  a  mysterious  explosion  near  Colchester. 

Tregaskis,  10.  87 


VENTENAT,  Etienne  Pierre  (1757-1808).  Botanist 

1.  Paris  1803  Apl.  20  [Dated  30  Germinal,  an  1 1 .]  Sends  on  behalf  of  Madame 

Bonaparte  the  first  part  of  the  Jardin  de  la  Malmaison ;  the  other  parts  will 
follow  as  issued;  she  counts  on  B.’s  help  with  her  garden,  which  he  has 
already  done  so  much  to  enrich;  she  also  offers  B.  the  first  five  fasciculi  on 
Liliacees  by  an  artist  [P.  J.  Redoute,  q.v.]  employed  in  the  Garden  of 
Malmaison ;  he  asks  B.  for  fruits  of  Bignonia  pandorana  and  of  a  Mimosa 
from  Botany  Bay.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  322 


VEZEY,  BRADNEY  &  ROEBUCK.  Merchants 

1.  Soho  Square  1782  May  30  *  Informs  them  that  the  plants  from  which  the  Radix  Gen- 
tianae  is  taken  were  found  in  Austria,  but  as  they  grow  in  almost  every 
mountainous  country  of  Europe,  the  dispute  with  the  Custom  House  must 
be  concerning  the  place  of  growth  of  the  identical  Gentian  now  imported 
from  Ostend,  concerning  which  he  cannot  help  them. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  57 
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VIAL  DE  SAINBEL,  Charles.  Professor,  Veterinary  College 

i.  Veterinary  1793  Mar.  13  Presents  a  copy  of  his  work  on  the  horse  [. Lectures  on  the 
College  Elements  of  Farriery,  London,  1793];  considers  veterinary  science  owes 

its  birth  to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  202 

VI BORG,  Erik  Nissen  (1759-1822).  Botanist 

1.  Copenhagen  1790  June  25  Thanks  B.  for  his  kindness  during  his  stay  in  England; 

discusses  botanical  subjects  and  publications;  mentions  Prof.  Brugmans 
( q.v .)  of  Leiden  who  has  promised  to  send  B.  the  catalogue  of  books  on 
Natural  History  to  be  sold  in  the  autumn.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  353-354 
1817  Aug.  16  Is  most  pleased  to  hear  that  B.’s  health  is  better  and  that 
he  approves  of  his  project  of  encouraging  the  eating  of  horseflesh  in  Den¬ 
mark;  he  sends  B.  a  monograph  of  the  genus  Primula. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  192 


2.  Copenhagen 


VICQ  D’AZYR,  Felix  (1748-1792).  Physician  and  Anatomist 

1.  Paris  1786  Apl.  25  Introduces  Testa,  a  doctor  from  Florence.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  296 

2.  Paris  1789  Aug.  13  Recommends  Lenoir,  a  man  of  letters,  who  intends  to 

spend  some  years  in  England.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  169 

VIDALIN,  Geir  Jonnson  (1762-1823).  Bishop  of  Iceland 

1.  Reykjavik  1811  July  9  Recommends  to  B.  Haltorum  Thorgvimsen,  who  has  gone 
to  Copenhagen  to  complete  his  studies.  [Fatin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  125-126 


VILLARS,  Dominique  M.  Army  Surgeon 

1.  Paris  1816  Jan.  —  Informs  B.  that  his  father’s  library  and  Herbarium  were 

to  have  been  bought  by  the  French  Government  for  about  25,000  fcs. 
and  3000  fcs.  respectively,  for  the  Medical  Faculty  at  Strasbourg;  a  change 
in  Government,  however,  had  ended  the  transaction ;  asks  if  B.  could  offer 
them  to  the  English  Government  or  to  a  private  collector;  requests  B.’s 
advice,  and  hopes  that  his  father’s  collections  will  be  kept  intact  as  a 
memorial  to  him.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  189 

VILLIERS,  Thomas,  1st  Earl  of  Clarendon  (1752-1786).  Statesman 

1.  Soho  Square  1786  Aug.  30  *  Pearce,  the  Rector  of  Miningsby,  having  accepted  the 
living  of  Houghton  Conquest,  the  Rev.  John  Williams  (q.v.)  was  appointed 
to  Miningsby ;  it  now  appears  that  Pearce  did  not  then  vacate  that  living 
in  order  to  retain  a  Cambridge  Fellowship;  he  requests  that  when  the 
living  actually  does  become  vacant,  he  will  ask  his  successor  to  alter  the 
date  of  his  present  ineffective  Presentation  Deed.  [See  Jenkinson, 
Charles,  Nos.  1-5.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  38219.  378-379 

VINCE,  Rev.  Samuel,  F.R.S.  (1749-1821).  Mathematician  and  Astronomer 

1.  Cambridge  1780  Nov.  20  He  has  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  R.S. 

stating  that  the  President  and  Council  have  awarded  him  the  [Copley] 
Medal  for  his  paper  on  the  Principles  of  Progressive  and  Rotary  Motion; 
he  was  requested  to  send  B.  such  heads  of  his  paper  as  might  properly  be 
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Vince,  Rev.  Samuel,  continued 

mentioned  in  a  complimentary  address  usually  made  on  the  occasion  of  the 
award ;  he  enumerates  the  seven  principal  propositions  demonstrated  in  the 
paper;  adds  observations  as  to  the  practical  application  of  his  principles; 
has  received  an  invitation  to  attend  the  Anniversary  Meeting,  which  he 
has  accepted.  [Vince  was  not  then  F.R.S.;  he  was  elected  in  1786.] 

D.T.C.  1.  305-307 


VINCENT,  Rev. 
1.  Deanery, 
Westminster 


2.  Deanery, 
Westminster 


3.  Deanery, 
Westminster 


William  (1739-1813).  Dean  of  Westminster 

1803  Feb.  15  The  King  having  signified  that  an  Installation  of  Knights 
of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  shall  take  place  on  such  date  as  the  Knights  shall 
think  fit,  he  has  been  ordered  to  call  a  convention  to  fix  the  date  and  desires 
B.’s  attendance  at  the  Jerusalem  Chamber  on  21st  instant. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  22 
1803  Mar.  8  The  Knights  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  have  decided  that  a 
Chapter  shall  be  holden  to  consider  the  Installation  which  the  King  has 
appointed  to  be  held  on  the  19th  May;  B.  is  therefore  required  to  attend 
the  Chapter  on  21st  March.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  23 

1803  May  14  B.’s  ladies  are  requested  to  come  to  the  Deanery  at  12 
o’clock  on  Monday  [19th  May]  and  they  will  be  conducted  to  the  Chapel 
for  the  Installation.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  38 


VI RIO,  — .  Secretary,  Spanish  Embassy 

1.  Stanhope  1787  Jan.  J3  Sends  news  of  the  botanical  activities  of  Dr.  Ortega  ( q.v .) 

Street  and  a  packet  of  seeds  sent  by  him  for  B. ;  he  will  arrange  for  the  regular 

supply  of  the  parts  of  the  Memoriales  Literarios  and  of  the  Spanish 
newspaper.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  95-96 

VISCONTI,  Ennio  Quirino  (1752-1818).  Antiquary  and  Engraver 

1.  Paris  1816  June  21  He  has  read  with  interest  the  article  to  which  B.  referred 

him  in  the  Quarterly  Review,  No.  28;  at  the  same  time  he  received  from 
another  quarter  a  pamphlet  printed  in  London  for  Mr.  R.  Payne  Knight 
{q.v.)  \  in  it  he  replies  to  the  attacks  in  the  Q.R.,  and  in  particular  justifies 
Bonelli  who  had  deceived  this  celebrated  amateur  by  selling  him  as  an 
antique  a  gem  engraved  by  Pistrucci ;  Knight  attacks  his  (V.’s)  conjecture  on 
the  Vulcan;  the  god,  he  (V.)  states,  was  always  represented  wearing  a  cap; 
he  quotes  three  out  of  many  cases,  with  references,  of  Vulcan  with  no  cap ; 
Knight’s  remarks  on  the  Hercules  are  still  more  strange,  for  he  contends 
that  this  statue  is  anterior  to  Phidias  and  came  from  Crotona,  and  was  taken 
to  Rome  and  thence  carried  to  Athens  by  Hadrian  when  restoring  the 
Parthenon ;  the  Hercules  on  the  coins  of  Crotona,  is  not  anterior  to  Phidias ; 
he  has  heard  that  the  Elgin  Marbles  have  been  acquired  [by  the  British 
Museum]  at  a  price  far  below  their  value ;  he  hears  also  that  his  Memoirs 
have  been  translated  into  English.  [French.]  D.T.C.  19.  282-285 

VI  VO  RIO,  Abbate  Agostino  (1744-1822).  Mathematician 

1.  Verona  1796  Apl.  12  Sends  the  first  publications  of  the  Societa  di  Verona  and  a 

list  of  the  names  of  its  members.  [Italian.]  [Note  by  B.,  “No  books  have 
arrivd  Decr  4  1796.  Three  copies  came  in  the  Spring.  1  Library.”] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  490 
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VOGLER,  Georg  Joseph  (1749-1814).  Musician 

1.  Glasshouse  1783  May  30  Requests  that  the  President  of  R.S.  will  grant  him  an 
Street  interview  for  the  inspection  of,  and  a  dissertation  on,  the  Tonometrum, 

an  instrument  recently  invented  by  him  for  determining  musico-mathe- 
matical  proportions.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  235 

VOLTA,  Alessandro,  Count,  F.R.S.  (1745-1827).  Physicist 

1.  Pavia  1792  May  30  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  announcing  his  election  to  R.S. 

[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  102 

2.  [Soho  Square  1792  Dec.  20]  *  He  has  received  through  Cavallo  two  letters  “on  the 
new  discovered  vehicle  of  communication  between  the  nerves  &  the 
muscles” ;  as  soon  as  these  letters  are  “put  into  an  English  dress  they  will 
be  presented  to  your  confreres  of  the  Royal  Society  who  will  I  am  sure 
receive  them  with  welcome  and  applause”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  102  vo. 

1794  Jan.  20  He  had  promised  to  send  a  long  continuation  of  the  paper 

forwarded  through  Cavallo  in  1792  which  R.S.  decided  to  publish,  but  he 
has  not  had  time  to  do  this  work;  hopes  to  have  it  ready  in  a  few  months; 
Scarpa  is  about  to  publish  a  work  on  neuro-muscular  function;  his 
colleague  [Valentino]  Brusati  ( q.v .)  is  sending  B.  two  copies  of  the 
catalogue  of  plants  in  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Pavia,  one  for  himself  and 
one  for  Oxford.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  197-198 

1795  Mar.  29  B.’s  letter  brought  the  agreeable  news  of  the  favourable 
reception  of  his  memoir  on  the  effect  of  Electricity  on  muscular  movement ; 
he  certainly  did  not  expect  a  medal  [he  was  awarded  the  Copley  Medal, 
1794] ;  some  of  his  work  has  been  published  by  others  as  their  own;  a  long 
discussion  on  muscular  movement  under  electrical  stimulus,  its  thera¬ 
peutic  use,  etc.;  speaks  highly  of  the  work  of  Scarpa.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  1 99-201 
1803  Jan.  29  Introduces  Joseph  Frank,  son  of  his  colleague  the  Clinical 
Professor  at  Pavia;  the  son  was  his  pupil  for  two  years;  he  has  not  written 
on  his  Galvano-electric  experiments  since  1800,  but  hopes  to  re-establish 
contact  with  R.S. ;  asks  if  Galvanism  has  been  applied  to  medical  treatment 
in  England;  much  has  been  done  in  Germany  on  the  subject.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  323-324 
6.  Soho  Square  1803  Mar.  28  *  Thanks  him  for  introducing  young  Dr.  Frank  from 
Vienna,  and  thinks  highly  of  his  ability;  he  in  turn  introduces  Bickerstett, 
a  young  German  anatomist;  the  R.S.  will  always  be  happy  to  receive 
communications  from  V. ;  too  little  has  been  done  in  the  application  of 
Galvanism  to  medicine,  but  it  is  being  studied  and  if  anything  worthy  of 
notice  occurs,  he  will  communicate  it.  de  Beer  Coll.  7 

VOLTA,  Giovanni  Serafino  (fl.  1788-1835).  Naturalist 

1.  Mantua  1788  May  15  Printed  announcement,  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  of  the  death 

of  Giovanni  Antonio  Scopoli  (q.v.),  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany 
at  Pavia,  in  that  town,  on  8  May  1788.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  115 

WADDILOVE,  Rev.  Robert  Darley,  D.D.  (1736-1828).  Chaplain  to  the  British  Legation 

1.  Madrid  1776  Mar.  18  Introduces  [Casimiro  Gomez]  Ortega,  Professor  of 

Botany,  who  is  visiting  England  and  who  hopes  to  communicate  to  R.S. 
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3.  Pavia 


4.  [Pavia] 


5.  Como 


Waddilove,  Rev.  Robert  Darley,  continued 

an  account  of  the  productions  of  the  Spanish  West  Indies;  Davila  has  had 
the  Queries  and  Instructions  [for  collectors,  drawn  up  by  B.]  and  he  thinks 
that  Antonio  Ulloa,  who  commanded  the  expedition  this  year,  should  also 
be  informed  of  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  54 

WAITE,  John.  Surveyor 

1.  Boston  1793  Apl.  4  [Signed  also  by  William  Robinson  Q.^.).]  Report  on  the 

Survey  of  Boston  Harbour  and  its  approaches.  D.T.C.  8.  192 


WALCOT,  John.  Agent  for  H.M.  Packet  Boats 

1.  Betshangar,  1787  Dec.  21  [To  Daniel  Braithwaite.]  Assures  him  that  every  attention 

nr.  Dover  will  be  given  to  the  Spanish  sheep  on  arrival ;  B.  will  send  two  men  to  take 

charge  of  them,  also  a  cart  in  case  of  accident,  and  special  instructions  have 
been  given  to  the  Captain  and  Mate  of  the  packet. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  166 

2.  Dover  1787  Dec.  26  Braithwaite  has  been  assured  that  every  possible  care  will 

be  given  to  the  sheep ;  Capt.  Sutton  will  take  especial  care  of  them  on  the 
voyage ;  a  barn  with  proper  food  and  a  cart  will  also  be  provided ;  he  has 
written  to  Mouron  ( q.v .) ;  he  is  returning  to  London,  but  [R.]  Thompson 
(q.v.)  will  act  in  his  absence.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  167-168 

3.  Whitehall  1788  Jan.  1  Encloses  a  letter  from  Mouron  at  Calais;  Thompson  reports 

that  a  barn,  field  and  food  have  been  provided  and  a  reliable  Romney 
Marsh  shepherd  engaged  to  accompany  B.’s  servants  to  London,  he  being 
familiar  with  the  road  and  the  available  accommodation. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  94 


WALDEN,  Frederick 

1.  Copenhagen  1793  June  29  Since  Lord  Mulgrave  is  dead,  he  writes  to  B.  concerning 

an  English  translation  of  a  treatise  published  in  Swedish  by  Admiral 
Chapman  on  the  true  method  of  finding  the  area  of  sails  for  Ships  of  the 
Line;  he  sent  both  versions  to  Sewell,  Cornhill,  for  the  Soc.  for  Improve¬ 
ments  in  Naval  Architecture,  but  had  no  reply;  since  then  the  Admiral  has 
sent  him  4  draughts  of  a  74-gun  ship,  which  he  now  forwards  to  B.,  as  a 
member  of  the  same  society;  should  it  be  decided  to  build  a  ship  on  this 
plan,  the  Admiral  will  send  another  for  a  94-gun  ship. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  202 

2.  Copenhagen  1793  Aug.  31  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  of  15  Aug.  and  now  sends  the 

draughts  directly  to  B.  by  Capt.  George  Watson  of  Alexander ;  Adm. 
Chapman  does  not  wish  to  have  these  published  immediately  as  he  is 
working  upon  a  new  method  of  building  Ships  of  the  Line  and  would  like 
to  have  the  draughts  attached  to  that.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  304 

WALES,  James  (1747-1795).  Artist  and  Draughtsman 

1.  Bombay  1794  Jan.  I3  He  is  unable  to  send  a  description  of  the  Temple  of  Poona 
of  which  B.  has  seen  his  drawings;  he  has  collected  much  information  on 
Indian  antiquities  and  has  carried  out  excavations;  encloses  his  proposals 
for  the  publication  of  engravings  from  his  drawings  of  Oriental  antiquities, 
to  be  sold  by  subscription.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  237-238 
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WALES,  William,  F.R.S.  (1734-1798).  Mathematician  and  Astronomer 

1778  Nov.  22  [To  Lord  (Mulgrave  ?).]  Assures  him  that  he  will  not  only 
vote  for  B.  himself  (for  the  Presidency)  but  will  apply  to  other  Fellows 
to  do  the  same.  Sabin  Coll.  <14) 

1780  Apl.  10  [To  Dr.  Nevil  Maskelyne.]  Sends  a  detailed  commentary 
on  a  mathematical  paper  by  Baron  Maseres,  with  demonstrations  of  its 
propositions.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  117-118 

1780  Sept.  6  Further  comments  on  the  paper  by  Baron  Maseres;  he 
considers  it  too  diffuse  and  that  it  might  have  been  condensed  into  a  much 
smaller  compass;  as  the  Phil.  Trans,  is  intended  only  for  readers  who  have 
scientific  knowledge,  less  elementary  explanation  is  needed  than  would  be 
necessary  for  uninstructed  readers.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977 .  122 

1787  Aug.  8  Calls  attention  to  a  difficulty  in  calculating  the  longitudes 
of  the  principal  points  of  New  Zealand  and  New  Holland  from  the 
observations  he  is  printing  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Longitude ;  it  appears 
that  no  reckonings  were  kept  except  those  of  Capt.  Cook  by  his  survey; 
proposes  a  method  of  making  use  of  these  data,  for  which  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  use  Cook’s  maps;  recommends  Thomas  Hayward,  the  son  of  a 
Surgeon,  who  desires  to  join  Bligh’s  expedition. 

Webster  Coll.  <i8> 

1798  Dec.  10  Returns  with  thanks  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Longitude;  he  has  exactly  followed  B.’s  recommendation 
relative  to  the  notice  given  to  Buckton  [to  cease  printing  the  Nautical 
Almanac.  See  Maskelyne,  N.,  Nos.  13, 14,  and  Pearson  &  Loggan], 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  12 

WALKER,  Rev.  John,  F.R.S.  (1731-1803).  Minister  of  Moffat;  Naturalist 

1.  Moffat  1767  Mar.  28  Is  pleased  to  hear  of  B.’s  safe  arrival  from  his  American 

expedition ;  asks  B.  to  send  a  list,  in  terms  of  Hudson’s  Flora ,  of  any  plants 
he  wishes  for;  has  sent  a  parcel  of  plants  to  [James]  Lee  of  Hammersmith; 
will  be  glad  to  have  any  duplicates  B.  can  spare  of  his  Newfoundland 
plants.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35057.  24-25 

2.  Moffat  1772  Jan.  23  He  would  have  written  earlier  to  congratulate  B.  on  his  safe 

return  from  his  long  voyage,  but  since  last  May  he  has  been  away  on  a  tour 
of  the  Highlands  and  Western  Isles  of  Scotland;  he  has  made  a  complete 
collection  of  the  plants,  animals  and  fossils  of  the  regions  he  visited,  but 
these  must  seem  insignificant  compared  to  those  made  by  B. ;  is  pleased 
to  hear  that  B.  intends  another  voyage,  though  he  is  concerned  at  the  risks 
incurred;  he  is  writing  an  account  of  his  collections  which  are  at  B.’s  dis¬ 
posal;  hopes  to  hear  from  him  before  he  sails.  D.T.C.  1.  29 

WALKER,  John  (1759-1830).  Physician  and  Author 

1.  Upper  1800  Mar.  25  Encloses  copy  of  his  journal  relative  to  the  unrolling  of 

Gower  Street  Papyri  at  Portici;  describes  the  appearance  of  the  rolls;  description,  with 
diagram,  of  the  machine  constructed  by  Antonio  Piaggi  for  unrolling  the 
papyri,  in  the  use  of  which  he  instructed  his  assistant  Vincenzo  Merli; 
quotes  a  passage  (in  Greek)  from  Theophrastus  on  the  papyrus-plant,  and 
from  Schow  in  his  edition  of  the  papyrus  in  the  Borgian  Museum. 

D.T.C.  i2.  56-60 


x.  Christ’s 
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3.  Christ’s 
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4.  Christ’s 
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5.  Christ’s 
Hospital 


WALKER,  Thomas 

i.  King’s  Lynn  1780  Nov.  19  Sworn  statement  by  Thomas  Walker,  servant  to  Archdale 
Wilson  Taylor,  of  King’s  Lynn;  states  that  he  accompanied  his  master  on 
a  journey  to  Matlock,  where  they  stayed  about  five  weeks,  during  which 
time  he  ate  much  watercress;  on  the  return  journey  he  was  seized  with 
pains  and  with  the  feeling  that  something  alive  was  in  his  stomach;  he 
consulted  Dr.  Davison  at  Nottingham  who  gave  him  an  emetic;  he  then 
felt  something  in  his  throat  and  vomited  a  live  toad  2I  inches  long,  which 
crawled  when  ejected.  Signed  by  Samuel  Brown,  Mayor  of  King’s  Lynn. 
[See  Glasse,  Samuel,  No.  1.]  D.T.C.  1.  313 

WALLACE,  John.  Woollen  Merchant 

1.  Bedford  1791  Jan.  20  Informs  B.  that  the  price  of  Carmenia  wool  cloth  is  12s.  per 
Street  yard ;  it  cannot  be  manufactured  cheaper,  as  there  is  so  much  waste ;  thanks 

B.  for  his  trouble  in  importing  so  important  an  article  for  the  woollen 
manufacturer,  but  fears  it  will  not  answer  expectations. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  67-68 


WALLEN,  Matthew  (fl.  1778-1788).  Cultivator  and  Botanist 

1.  Cold  Spring  1779  Apl.  2  Acknowledges  seeds  sent  by  B.,  which  have  been  planted 

[Jamaica]  and  will  greatly  benefit  the  Island ;  has  many  plants  for  [Roger]  Shakespear, 

employed  by  B.,  and  will  get  him  a  passage  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  96 

2.  Cold  Spring  1784  Sept.  23  Capt.  Marshall  captured  a  French  ship  from  the  Isl.  of 

Bourbon  laden  with  many  fine  plants  which  he  presented  to  the  Botanic 
Garden,  including  Cinnamon,  Mango,  Bread-fruit,  etc. ;  Nutmeg,  Clove 
and  Black  Pepper  were  also  on  board  but  destroyed  when  escape  was 
impossible;  Dr.  Clarke  has  abandoned  botany  for  medicine,  and  Dr. 
Roberts  has  paralysis.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  267 

3.  Cold  Spring  1785  May  6  Has  a  Mango  tree  in  blossom,  and  [Hinton]  East  (q.v.)  has 

two,  one  grown  from  seed,  the  other  from  an  E.  Indies  plant;  care  will  be 
taken  to  propagate  from  these;  plants  cultivated  in  Jamaica;  little  Sugar  is 
grown;  Swartz  is  now  in  Hispaniola,  where  he  has  discovered  many  new 
plants;  Dr.  Clarke  intends  to  return  to  botany;  a  man-of-war,  provided 
with  a  botanist  and  gardener,  should  be  sent  to  obtain  the  plants  wanted  in 
the  W.  Indies.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  11-12 

4.  Cold  Spring  1786  Mar.  17  His  admiration  of  Pitt;  political  and  religious  moralizing; 

movements  of  Swartz,  who  was  sent  out  by  Baron  Alstroemer,  and  is  a  most 
capable  botanist ;  anecdote  of  Lord  Chatham. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  55-56 

5.  Cold  Spring  1787  May  4  Dr.  Marter  of  Vienna  has  been  three  or  four  years  exploring 

N.  America,  Bahamas,  Plispaniola  and  Jamaica  and  is  now  returning  with 
many  growing  plants  for  the  Emperor ;  he  had  letters  from  all  the  Courts 
of  Europe  concerned  in  the  W.  Indies  and  received  all  facilities  from  the 
Governors;  is  informed  by  Swartz  that  B.  has  persuaded  the  Ministry  to 
send  for  the  Bread-fruit  tree ;  Dr.  Maerter  desires  to  be  introduced  to  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  38978.  117 

6.  [Cold  Spring]  [1785  ?]  —  Memorandum  desired  to  be  sent  to  B.  by  [Hinton]  East  of 

plants,  etc.,  which  would  be  useful  on  the  island  of  Jamaica  (long  list  of 
species  follows  in  alphabetical  order);  in  a  PS.,  “In  your  application  for 
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things  useful  to  this  Island,  Sr  Joseph  Banks,  whose  knowledge,  Philan¬ 
thropy,  Patriotism  &  Influence  are  superior  to  all  others,  will  be  your  best 
assistant.”  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  257 

WALLICH,  Nathaniel,  F.R.S.  (1786-1854).  Botanist 

1.  Calcutta  1817  July  24  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  having  procured  his  reappointment 


2.  Calcutta 

to  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden,  which  he  had  been  forced  to  leave  through 
Dr.  Hare.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  341 

1818  Jan.  6  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  of  1  Mar.  1817  with  which  he 

also  received  letters  from  Thouin  and  Cuvier;  a  long  and  grateful  lauda¬ 
tion  of  B.  to  whom  he  owes  his  position;  is  engaged  in  writing  a  paper 
for  the  Asiatic  Society  on  certain  species  of  plants  (named) ;  is  also  pre¬ 
paring  a  paper  for  the  Linnean  Society;  Gen.  Hardwicke,  who  is  now 
with  him,  sends  his  remembrances  to  B.;  encloses  a  long  list  of  plants 
sent  last  November  to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  131-132 

3.  Calcutta 

1818  Jan.  10  He  has  established  correspondence  in  many  parts  of  India 

for  procuring  plants,  but  of  all  areas  Nepal  has  proved  the  most  fertile; 
has  had  leave  from  Government  to  send  two  gardeners  there  to  collect 
seeds  and  plants  for  the  Botanic  Garden;  meanwhile  he  has  received 
frequent  supplies  of  seeds  from  the  Resident;  protects  plants  in  transit 
from  insects  by  wrapping  in  paper  treated  with  arsenic;  sends  parcels  of 
seeds  for  J.  E.  Smith,  A.  B.  Lambert  and  others  from  Gen.  Hardwicke  and 
himself.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  1 33-1 34 

4.  Calcutta 

1818  Jan.  15  Is  sending  by  Capt.  Wilson  in  Cornwall  a  chest  of  growing 

plants,  some  seeds  and  other  boxes  of  specimens  from  Nepal;  is  daily 
receiving  valuable  accessions  from  various  parts  of  India,  especially 
Sylhet  and  Nepal ;  encloses  a  schedule  of  the  species  sent. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  135-136 

5.  Calcutta 

1818  Jan.  24  Is  sending  a  case  of  seeds  from  Nepal  and  some  growing 

plants  by  Thalia ,  Capt.  Herbert,  who  has  undertaken  to  tend  them  on  the 
voyage  and  to  deliver  them  to  B.;  asks  B.  to  inform  him  of  the  condition 
in  which  plants  sent  in  charge  of  captains  arrive;  has  introduced  improved 
methods  of  cultivation  in  the  Botanic  Garden;  still  continues  to  receive 
supplies  from  the  Resident  at  Nepal,  his  own  gardeners  not  having  yet 
arrived  there.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  137-138 

6.  Calcutta 

1818  Jan.  25  Informs  B.  that  Capt.  Herbert  of  Thalia  has  undertaken  to 

deliver  the  plants  mentioned  in  his  last  letter;  has  now  heard  from  his 
gardeners  in  Nepal,  who  have  sent  a  rich  consignment  of  plants,  nearly 
all  of  them  new;  encloses  schedule  of  species  sent  by  Thalia. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  139-141 

7.  Calcutta 

1818  Jan.  27  Is  sending  in  charge  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  in  Northumbrian 

a  chest  of  living  plants  and  hopes  to  hear  they  have  arrived  in  good  con¬ 
dition;  list  of  species  is  attached.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  142 

8.  Calcutta 

1818  Feb.  16  By  Richard  Taylor,  Surgeon  of  Metcalf,  is  sending  a  box 

of  Lichens,  Mosses  and  seeds  from  Nepal;  is  preparing  a  number  of  chests 
of  growing  plants  for  Kew,  which  will  be  sent  by  Hastings. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  149  150 

9.  Calcutta 

1818  Feb.  20  Capt.  Wishart,  of  Harmony,  is  taking  charge  of  a  box  of 

seeds  just  received  from  Nepal,  and  some  specimens  for  the  Botanical 
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10.  Calcutta 

Institution  at  Hull ;  hopes  B.  approves  his  method  of  sending  consignments 
of  plants  and  seeds  as  he  receives  them;  continues  to  amass  valuable 
specimens  from  his  gardeners  and  from  the  Hon.  Edward  Gardner, 
Resident  there ;  has  a  collection  of  capsules  of  Rhododendron  arboreurn  for 
J.  E.  Smith,  Colebrooke  and  Lambert,  which  will  be  sent  mixed  with 
coarse  brown  sugar  to  preserve  them.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  1 51-152 

1818  July  14  He  is  sending  by  Capt.  Wilkinson  a  collection  of  dried 

plants  from  Nepal;  is  making  arrangements  for  the  better  transport  and 
delivery  of  plants  from  Nepal;  sends  also  parcels  for  Colebrook  and  Lam¬ 
bert,  and  the  engravings  illustrating  a  paper  about  to  be  published  by  the 
Asiatic  Society;  discussion  of  the  plants  dealt  with  therein;  the  Captain 
has  also  taken  charge  of  consignments  for  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Sir 
J.  E.  Smith,  Lambert  and  Lord  Ducie,  and  a  box  of  living  plants  which 
should  have  gone  by  Hastings,  but  which  were  taken  off  that  ship  contrary 
to  orders,  and  which  are  intended  for  the  Court  of  Directors;  encloses 
a  schedule  of  consignments  of  plants  and  seeds  with  their  destinations, 
sent  from  the  Calcutta  Gardens  to  Europe  from  Aug.  1817  to  Aug.  1818. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  155-158 

11.  Calcutta 

1818  Nov.  15  Advises  dispatch  of  two  large  and  one  small  chest  of 

plants  which  will  be  forwarded  to  B.  from  Liverpool;  the  specimens  have 
been  collected  by  the  Hon.  Edward  Gardner,  Resident  at  Nepal. 

Brabourne,  119 

12.  Calcutta 

1818  Nov.  24  Is  sending  by  William  Dawson,  bound  for  Liverpool,  chests 

of  living  plants,  chiefly  Orchids,  and  by  another  ship  a  second  chest  of 
Orchids;  hopes  they  will  be  safely  received  at  Spring  Grove;  schedule 
of  the  contents  of  the  chests  is  enclosed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  165-166 

13.  Calcutta 

1818  Dec.  30  By  Capt.  Thomson,  of  Phoenix,  is  sending  a  large  box 

containing  many  species  of  seeds,  most  of  which  were  sent  from  Nepal  by 
the  Resident,  the  Hon.  Edward  Gardner;  his  method  of  sending  seeds  is 
now  to  pack  them  in  tin  boxes  with  brown  sugar;  some  of  the  seeds  are 
from  the  snowy  ranges  of  the  Himalayas;  is  sending  another  collection  of 
seeds  and  plants  by  Capt.  Coxe,  of  the  Coldstream. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  167-169 

14.  Calcutta 

1819  Jan.  14  Sends  by  Coldstream  a  number  of  consignments  which 

should  have  gone  by  earlier  ships,  and  by  Phoenix  the  large  collection  of 
seeds  described  in  the  last  letter;  the  schedule  of  species  comprises  247 
items  (ff.  1 70-1 77).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  178-179 

15.  Calcutta 

1819  Feb.  20  Advises  the  dispatch  by  Phoenix  of  the  collection  of  seeds, 

mostly  collected  in  Nepal  by  Gardner;  has  received  a  Musk  Deer,  and  finds 
some  difficulty  in  feeding  it ;  is  sending  Mosses  from  Nepal  for  Hooker,  and 
a  chest  of  plants  for  the  Directors,  with  list  of  species. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  345-346 

16.  Calcutta 

1819  Mar.  16  Capt.  Dillon,  of  H.M.S.  Phaeton  has  undertaken  to 

deliver  three  large  packages  of  specimens  sent  from  Nepal  by  the  Hon.  E. 
Gardner,  who  is  leaving  for  another  district,  from  which  he  will  continue 
to  enrich  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Garden;  asks  B.  to  give  duplicates  to  A.  B. 
Lambert  and  Edward  Rudge;  Capt.  Dillon  is  also  taking  consignments  for 
Sir  John  Sinclair  and  for  the  Edinburgh  Botanic  Garden;  list  of  95  items 
enclosed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  180-184 
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17.  Calcutta  1819  Nov.  10  Is  sending  by  Bristol  a  chest  of  13  strong  and  healthy 


18.  Calcutta 

Lichen  plants;  as  the  ship  is  bound  for  Bristol,  he  asks  B.  to  make 
arrangements  to  collect  the  chest  at  that  port ;  sends  by  the  same  ship  some 
smaller  parcels  of  Lichens,  etc. ;  Government  having  granted  his  applica¬ 
tion  to  send  consignments  to  the  Court  of  Directors  by  various  ships  of 
the  fleet,  he  will  send  many  plants  for  Kew,  and  living  animals:  a  pair  of 
Gayals  and  a  Musk  Deer.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  192 

1819  Dec.  2  Informs  B.  that  the  Co.’s  ships  Rose  and  Minerva  are  each 

carrying  two  chests  of  living  plants,  a  large  chest  of  bulbous  and  tuberous 
roots  and  a  box  of  seeds  from  Nepal,  addressed  to  the  Court  of  Directors ; 
each  of  the  remaining  nine  Co.’s  ships  in  this  season’s  fleet  will  carry  a 
similar  cargo ;  all  these  are  intended  for  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew ;  by  the 
Rose  also  he  sends  a  number  of  packages  for  the  Edinburgh  Botanic 
Garden,  and  for  various  friends,  and  a  box  of  seeds  for  B.,  including  those 
of  Cereals  which  might  be  introduced  into  Britain;  the  Musk  Deer  is  in 
excellent  health  and  will  soon  be  embarked. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  195-196 

19.  Calcutta 

1819  Dec.  2  Duplicate  of  last  letter  sent  by  Rose  and  list  (4  pp.)  of 

specimens  sent  in  the  same  ship.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  197-199 

20.  Calcutta 

1820  Jan.  20  Capt.  Blanchard  has  taken  charge  of  the  Musk  Deer;  it  has 

been  in  captivity  for  a  year  in  Nepal  and  another  year  in  Calcutta,  and  is 
accustomed  to  being  fed  on  boiled  rice,  bread  and  biscuit;  a  land  turtle, 
Testudo  radiata  from  Madagascar,  a  box  of  seeds  for  Kew  and  another  for 
B.  are  embarked  in  the  same  ship,  Carnatic ;  he  has  presented  the  Captain 
with  a  large  Nepal  sheep;  encloses  list  of  species  in  the  box  of  roots. 
[This  letter  arrived  after  B.’s  death.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  201-202 

WALLS  (formerly  Codd),  Rev.  Edward  (1739-1815).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 


1.  Spilsby 

1782  Oct.  28  Sends  extract  from  a  letter  of  Richard  Gough  desiring 

information  on  the  monumental  inscriptions  of  the  Banks  family,  and  asks 
B.  if  he  will  supply  it ;  he  hopes  to  breakfast  with  B.  before  he  leaves 
Revesby.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  180 

2.  Spilsby 

1784  Apl.  28  Asks  B.’s  help  to  obtain  a  set  of  the  volumes  of  Cook’s 

Voyages  and  especially  wants  a  good  set  of  plates.  Halliday,  209.  m 

3.  Spilsby 

1784  June  28  Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Cook’s  Voyages,  the  plates  of 

which  answer  his  most  sanguine  wishes.  Halliday,  209.  hi 

4.  Spilsby 

1794  Apl.  7  Warmly  supports  the  defence  proposals  and  hopes  the 

subscriptions  will  do  credit  to  the  county;  although  some  persons  are 
clamorous  for  a  county  meeting,  he  thinks  that  in  this  wet  season  when  the 
state  of  the  roads  is  bad,  it  would  be  thinly  attended  and  do  more  harm 
than  good.  Lindsey.  13.  1.  11 

5.  Spilsby 

1794  May  17  Describes  the  meeting  at  Louth  on  the  Defence  of  the 

County;  many  different  views  were  expressed,  but  all  seemed  in  favour  of 
a  county  meeting,  without  which  many  refused  either  to  subscribe  or  to 
help ;  he  dreads  an  imperium  in  imperio  and  would  be  glad  to  see  a  county 
meeting  to  prevent  this;  refers  to  his  heifers,  one  of  which  was  ill  from 
over-eating;  the  Fens  are  prosperous;  there  is  a  struggle  between  the 
buyers  and  growers  of  wool.  Lindsey.  11.  2.  24 
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6.  Spilsby  1795  May  30  The  farmers  on  the  coast  fear  landings  from  smuggling  or 

pirate  vessels  and  that  the  intruders  might  be  assisted  by  disaffected 
labourers;  suggests  that  a  cutter  should  patrol  the  coast  and  asks  B.  to 
move  the  Admiralty  to  order  this ;  offers  to  write  to  the  County  Members 
and  Lord  Lieutenant.  Hill  Coll.  3.  16 


7.  Spilsby 


8.  Lincoln 


9.  [Spilsby 


10.  Spilsby 


1796  Nov.  7  Description  of  the  mob  of  rioters  assembled  in  Spilsby; 

demands  made  by  them  at  his  house,  and  his  reply;  their  speeches  and 
cheering  and  final  dispersal.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  6 

1797  Mar.  15  Reports  the  trial  of  the  rioters  at  the  Assizes;  all  were 

found  guilty,  four  of  them  being  sentenced  to  six  months’  imprisonment ; 
Catliff  was  sentenced  to  death,  but  it  is  hoped  he  will  be  reprieved  for 
transportation.  Lindsey.  3.  1.  38 

1798  Aug.  — ]  Only  a  few  Militia  men  have  been  balloted  for  in  the 

Spilsby  district;  outlines  the  arrangements  made  as  to  pay  and  bounties. 

Lindsey.  3.  2.  41 

1803  Nov.  12  A  long,  self-righteous  and  impertinent  letter  on  B.’s 
controversy  with  the  Drainage  Commissioners  (of  which  the  writer  was 
one),  and  his  refusal  to  pay  the  rate  levied  by  them  on  certain  lands,  and 
also  attacking  his  statements  regarding  the  impropriate  tithes  under  the 
Welton  Inclosure  Act.  [Printed  as  a  pamphlet  by  R.  Shearsown,  Louth.] 

Foster  Coll. 


WALPOLE,  Horace,  4th  Earl  of  Orford,  F.R.S.  (1717-1797).  Author  and  Virtuoso 

1.  Berkeley  1787  Mar.  31  Returns  the  book  lent  by  B. ;  as  he  lent  his  Ceres  to  be 

Square  drawn  for  it,  he  thinks  a  copy  of  it  might  have  been  presented  to  him; 

he  would  at  least  like  to  have  one  or  two  impressions  of  the  engraving  of 
his  Ceres,  as  he  collects  prints  of  objects  in  his  collection;  he  is  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  [Richard  Payne]  Knight,  but  he  is  sure  he  would  not  refuse 
this  request  if  made  to  him  by  B.  [The  book  was  one  of  the  publications 
of  the  Dilettanti  Society.]  D.T.C.  5.  147 

2.  Berkeley  1788  Feb.  9  Pinkerton  (q.v.)  is  ambitious  to  succeed  the  gentleman  who 

Square  will  take  Planta’s  place  at  the  Museum  if  he  quits  it,  and  has  requested  him 

to  obtain  B.’s  interest  in  his  favour.  [Planta  was  then  Keeper  of  Printed 
Books  and  so  remained  until  1799  when  he  was  appointed  Principal 
Librarian;  he  was  succeeded  in  the  former  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Nares,  who 
retained  the  post  until  1807;  there  was  accordingly  no  vacancy  in  1788. 
See  Pinkerton,  John,  Nos.  3-5.]  D.T.C.  6.  10 


WARD,  Henry.  Fisherman 

1.  [Portsmouth  1819  Jan.  3]  [Signed  also  by  Jacob  Jefry.]  While  he  was  fishing  in  St. 

Helen’s  Roads,  a  female  Porpoise  was  caught  weighing  nearly  10  cwt. ;  it 
has  been  inspected  by  the  Admiral  and  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
district,  some  of  whom  expressed  the  desire  that  B.  should  see  it. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  36 


WARREN,  John,  D.D.  (1730-1800).  Bishop  of  Bangor 

1.  Gt.  George  1788  Apl.  11  The  Rector  of  Miningsby  has  received  nothing  from  his 
Street  preferment  except  the  rent  of  the  land  purchased  by  Queen  Anne’s 

Bounty;  if  the  Rector  notwithstanding  the  offer  made  to  him,  decides  to 
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begin  a  lawsuit  to  set  aside  the  decree  [of  1734],  years  may  elapse  before  he 
can  gain  full  benefit ;  he  has  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  Rector  from  the 
letters  received  from  him,  but  would  be  willing  to  make  payments  on 
account.  [See  Williams,  John.]  Hill  Coll.  4.  37 

2.  [Soho  Square  1788  Apl.  12]  *  Requests  the  bishop  to  put  his  offer  into  writing  to 

preclude  any  misunderstanding;  also  wishes  to  know  if  the  hospital  land 
now  rented  by  Allis  is  included  in  the  said  offer.  Hill  Coll.  4.  37.  (2) 

3.  Gt.  George  1788  Apl.  12  Encloses  a  statement  of  the  proposals;  proposes  to  give  for 

Street  the  tithes,  the  house,  and  glebe  of  Miningsby  £105  per  ann.;  he  includes 

all  the  tithes  belonging  to  himself  as  well  as  the  hospital  land;  if  the 
Rector  wishes  to  inhabit  the  house,  it  shall  be  delivered  up  to  him  with  the 
glebe  and  a  proportionate  deduction  made ;  as  the  Bishop  wishes  to  settle 
the  matter,  he  desires  to  have  the  lease  for  the  term  of  his  wife’s  life. 

Hill  Coll.  4.  38-39 

4.  [Soho  Square  1788  Apl.  13]  *  Acknowledges  the  offer  and  will  do  all  he  can  to  conclude 

the  business  without  litigation.  Hill  Coll.  4.  38.  (2) 

5.  Soho  Square  1788  Apl.  26  *  Regrets  that  the  bishop  lays  so  much  stress  on  the  offence 

given  by  the  rector’s  letters;  has  gone  very  fully  into  the  matter  and  has 
consulted  the  valuations,  etc. ;  presumes  the  bishop  agrees  that  the  validity 
of  the  Decree  cannot  be  maintained ;  gives  full  reasons  for  believing  that 
the  value  of  the  tithes,  etc.,  should  be  £133,  but  to  avoid  litigation  he 
is  prepared  to  advise  the  rector  to  agree  to  £116.  Hill  Coll.  4.  43 

6.  Soho  Square  1788  June  26  *  Sends  copy  of  the  Decree  together  with  Counsel’s 

opinion  thereon  [see  Graham,  Robert]  that  it  is  not  binding  on  the 
successors  to  the  rectory;  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  obtain  an  amicable 
settlement  without  litigation,  but  if  the  bishop  will  not  alter  his  terms,  he 
is  bound  in  conscience  to  advise  the  rector  to  appeal  to  the  Courts. 

Hill  Coll.  4.  45 

7.  Gt.  George  1788  July  1  Returns  the  opinion  of  counsel;  states  fully  why  he  will  not 

Street  admit  the  rector’s  claim  to  certain  pieces  of  land,  and  will  resist  such  claim ; 

if  the  rector  insists  and  decides  upon  a  suit,  such  decision  must  not  be 
communicated  to  him  by  the  rector  with  whom  he  declines  to  correspond. 

Hill  Coll.  4.  46 

WARWICK,  Earl  of — See  Greville,  George 

WASDALE,  John,  M.D.  (1731-1807).  Physician 

1.  New  Street,  1792  Apl.  9  He  has  received  a  letter  from  Harrington  of  Carlisle  re¬ 
questing  him  to  call  for  a  paper  left  in  B.’s  hands;  asks  for  an  appointment. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  151 
1792  Apl.  10  *  In  order  to  save  the  doctor  the  trouble  of  calling,  he  sends 
the  paper  by  his  servant  and  requests  an  acknowledgement. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  1 5 1  vo. 
1792  Apl.  10  Acknowledges  receipt  of  Dr.  Harrington’s  paper.  [See 
Harrington,  Robert,  Nos.  6,  7.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  152 

WATERHOUSE,  Benjamin  (1754-1846).  Professor  of  Physick,  Harvard 

1.  Cambridge,  1787  Aug.  10  Sends  a  prospectus  of  his  course  of  lectures;  interest  in 
New  England  Natural  History  is  only  just  aroused,  but  gentlemen  of  leisure  are  taking 
to  Botany  and  transplant  wild  plants  to  their  gardens;  they  are  confused 
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with  the  Linnean  system;  the  Univ.  library  has  about  12,000  well-chosen 
volumes  and  is  twice  as  large  as  any  other  in  America ;  regrets  the  death  of 
his  kinsman,  Dr.  Fothergill;  a  Botanic  Garden  is  being  planted. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  550 

2.  Boston  1787  Aug.  18  [To  Sir  John  Temple  ( q.v .).]  Sends  a  packet  of  papers  on 

philosophy  to  be  forwarded  to  B.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  528 

3.  Cambridge  1792  June  15  Sends  a  paper  for  R.S. ;  great  progress  is  being  made  in 

Natural  History  and  especially  in  Botany;  gives  details  of  an  insect  which 
does  great  damage  to  apple  trees ;  it  is  commonly  called  the  Apple-canker- 
worm;  a  local  Agricultural  Society  has  been  formed. 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  203-204 
4.  Cambridge  1793  Dec.  20  Sends  a  copy  of  the  College  Laws  and  a  discourse  com¬ 
memorating  Columbus’s  discovery  of  America;  reciprocates  B.’s  wish  for 
collaboration  between  literary  men  of  the  two  countries ;  missionaries 
sent  by  Government  among  the  Indians,  are  collecting  information  on 
their  history,  mythology,  etc.,  which  in  20  years  it  will  be  impossible  to 
recover ;  Lettsom  has  presented  a  good  collection  of  fossils  to  the  College, 
and  mineralogy  is  now  being  taught  there;  a  long  discussion  on  liberty 
and  equality;  their  former  sympathy  for  the  revolutionaries  in  France  is 
now  ended  by  their  excesses,  and  the  conduct  of  the  French  Ambassador 
in  America  has  caused  disgust;  American  loyalty  to  George  III. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  305-306 


WATERHOUSE,  Henry  (1770-1812).  Naval  Officer 

1.  Reliance,  1795  Oct.  24  [To  ex- Governor  Arthur  Phillip.]  Sends  news  of  events  in  the 

Sydney  Colony  of  New  South  Wales  and  the  movements  of  various  officials  and 

settlers  there,  mentioning  the  aboriginal  Bennelong,  and  Dougall,  Irwin, 
Barrington,  Brewer,  Collins,  Johnston,  Balmain,  Freeman,  Daveney, 
Macarthur,  Foveaux  and  Palmer  [all  these  played  a  prominent  part  in  the 
early  history  of  N.S.W.  and  details  of  most  of  them  are  to  be  found  in 
M.  H.  Ellis,  John  Macarthur,  1955] ;  many  ex-convicts  are  employed  by 
the  farmers  who  pay  them  chiefly  by  liquor ;  the  original  cattle  have  strayed 
but  have  been  rediscovered,  increased  to  a  large  herd;  some  of  the  farms 
are  very  prosperous,  especially  those  of  Macarthur,  Foveaux  and  Palmer; 
is  about  to  go  to  Norfolk  Island;  hopes  that  Nepean’s  new  post  [Sec.  of 
the  Admiralty]  will  be  beneficial  to  the  colony,  which  depends  on  the 
mediation  of  friends  in  England.  D.T.C.  9.  252-255 

2.  Soho  Square  1806  June  7  *  Informs  him  that  the  Minerals  detained  in  the  Custom 

House  at  Rochester  will  not  be  put  up  for  sale  until  sanction  is  given  by 
the  Treasury,  in  which  case  he  (B.)  will  be  notified;  hears  that  a  cargo  of 
sealskins  worth  £ 10,000 ,  belonging  to  Simeon  Lord,  formerly  a  convict, 
has  arrived  in  the  Thames ;  asks  for  information  concerning  Lord  and  the 
real  value  of  the  cargo.  Pozvnall  Coll.  <i> 

3.  —  [  1806  June  — ]  The  Honduras  packet,  now  in  the  Thames,  has  more 

than  35,000  sealskins  on  board  which  would  fetch  more  than  £10,000; 
gives  a  long  account  of  the  career  and  commercial  speculations  of  ex¬ 
convict  Lord;  after  trading  as  a  baker  and  dealer  in  spirits,  he  engaged  in 
the  sale  of  ships’  cargoes,  making  an  enormous  profit ;  in  company  with 
two  other  ex-convicts,  Underwood  and  Cable,  he  took  up  ship-building 
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and  sent  vessels  to  trade  with  India  and  in  the  seal-fishery;  all  three 
men  have  become  very  rich  and  have  costly  and  luxurious  establishments. 
[Draft  or  copy  written  on  verso  of  No.  2.]  Pownall  Coll.  <2> 

4.  Soho  Square  1806  July  6  *  Is  collecting  authentic  information  as  to  the  introduction 

of  Spanish  sheep  into  New  South  Wales;  has  been  informed  by  Capt. 
[William]  Kent  that  they  are  the  offspring  of  a  small  flock  imported  from 
Spain  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  Col.  [Robert  Jacob]  Gordon,  that  they 
were  purchased  by  Kent  and  Waterhouse,  transported  in  their  respective 
vessels  and  sold  to  Capt.  Macarthur  and  others;  asks  if  Kent’s  information 
is  correct  and  into  whose  hands  the  sheep  eventually  came. 

Pownall  Coll.  <3) 

5.  [Great  1806  July  16]  Relates  that  when  he  went  to  the  Cape  in  1797  in  Reliance 

Armitage  in  company  with  Supply,  Capt.  Kent,  Mrs.  Gordon  wished  to  dispose  of 

the  Spanish  flock  of  her  late  husband;  she  gave  three  each  to  Governor 
King  and  Col.  [William]  Paterson  who  were  on  their  way  to  England, 
and  offered  the  rest  to  the  Commissary  who  declined  to  buy  them  for 
Government;  he  (W.)  and  Kent  bought  the  sheep,  taking  13  each  on  their 
ships;  most  of  Kent’s  died  on  the  voyage;  his  own  he  offered  to  the 
Governor  of  N.S.W.,  but  he  declined,  and  they  were  sold  to  various 
buyers  (names  and  prices  stated) ;  discusses  the  merits  of  the  wool  of 
Spanish  and  cross-bred  sheep.  [Draft  or  copy,  on  the  verso  of  No.  4; 
published,  with  many  verbal  alterations,  in  Maiden,  1 74-1 75.] 

Pownall  Coll.  <4) 


WATERTON,  Charles  (1782-1865).  Naturalist  and  Traveller 

1.  Soho  Square  1816  Mar.  10  *  Is  pleased  to  hear  that  he  intends  to  renew  his  travels  [in 

Guiana] ;  advises  him  to  avoid  swampy  localities,  and  urges  him  to  collect 
seeds.  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  116-117 

2.  Walton  Hall  1819  Dec.  22  Returns  thanks  to  B.  for  his  kindness  to  him  before  leaving 

for  Guinea ;  hopes  to  write  an  account  of  his  observations  there ;  will  spend 
the  next  two  years  collecting  Birds,  Insects  and  Bats.  Brabourne,  1 71-172 

3.  Walton  Hall  1839  Apr.  27  [To  John  Wells.]  Describes  a  visit  to  B.  and  conversation 

about  wourali  poison,  which  B.  doubted  was  powerful  enough  to  kill  men 
or  cattle,  but  thought  could  kill  small  mammals  and  birds.  [This  interview 
was  some  years  before  W.’s  expedition  to  Guinea.]  Owen  Corr.  26.  204 

WATSON,  Edward.  British  Vice-Consul,  Leghorn 

1.  Leghorn  1816  May  24  [To  Joseph  Rampasse  (^.w.).]  He  has  received  three  packages 
of  books  for  B.,  but  declines  to  pay  carriage  on  them;  if  Rampasse  is 
unable  to  send  them  by  a  merchant,  he  will  do  so.  [Italian.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  183-184 


WATSON,  James.  Barrister-at-Law 

1.  Bedford  1787  Feb.  6  Encloses  an  account  he  has  drawn  up  of  [Henry]  Cort’s 
Square  experiments  for  the  improvement  of  Iron;  careful  records  of  ail  experi¬ 

ments  were  kept;  he  intends  to  draw  up  a  detailed  account  of  Cort’s 
process  of  converting  Iron  from  pig  to  malleable  by  means  of  an  air- 
furnace,  which  he  will  submit  to  B.  with  a  view  to  its  being  laid  before 
R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  102 
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2.  [Soho  1787  Mar.  8  *  Has  read  with  much  interest  the  account  of  Cort’s 

Square]  experiments;  he  will  keep  it  until  the  further  account  of  the  process  is 

drawn  up,  and  will  then  decide  if  it  is  suitable  for  R.S.,  “which  in  all 
probability  it  will  be”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  103 


WATSON,  Jonathan,  F.R.S.  (1718-1803).  Retired  Army  Officer 

1.  Devereux  1783  Nov.  17  Describes  a  method  of  preventing  the  Turnip-fly  by 

Court  sowing  old  seed  mixed  with  new.  R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  8.  106 

2.  Devereux  1784  Feb.  9  Sends  an  account  by  J.  Trehawk  of  an  Earthquake-shock  in 

Court  Cornwall  on  10th  Aug.  1783.  R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  8.  118 


WATSON,  Richard,  F.R.S.  (1737-1816).  Bishop  of  Llandaff 

1.  Grafton  1804  May  9  Has  paid  to  the  Committee’s  bankers  a  subscription  of 

Street  10  gns.  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  memorial.  Wellcome,  67766.  (23) 


WATSON,  Sir  William,  F.R.S.  (1744-1824).  Physician  and  Astronomer 

1.  Lincoln’s  1782  Jan.  20  Quotes  the  answer  of  Herschel  to  an  objection  which  had 
Inn  Fields  been  raised  against  the  probability  or  possibility  of  his  having  used  a 
power  of  6450,  on  account  of  the  rapidity  with  which  any  celestial  object 
would  pass  through  the  field  of  his  telescope ;  in  the  same  letter,  Herschel 
begs  him  to  thank  B.  for  having  procured  for  him  exemption  from  paying 
the  usual  fees  to  R.S.  D.T.C.  2.  86-88 


2.  Bath 


3.  Bath 


4.  Bath 


1782  Feb.  10  Being  anxious  to  verify  Herschel’s  assertion  as  to  seeing 
Fixed  Stars  round  and  well  defined,  he  has  made  observations  on  Cor 
Leonis,  Castor  and  other  stars,  and  gives  the  result,  with  diagrams ;  he  has, 
in  fact,  seen  the  stars  perfectly  round  and  well  defined,  “like  a  shilling  on 
black  paper”;  this  result  was  obtained  on  7th  Feb.  which  was  a  frosty 
night ;  transcribes  the  detailed  notes  he  made  of  his  observations  on  that 
and  the  four  preceding  nights.  D.T.C.  2.  90-93 

1782  Mar.  27  [The  last  page  of  a  letter;  the  beginning  is  lost.]  Informs 
B.  that  since  Dr.  Demainbray’s  death  [in  Feb.  1782],  the  King  has  twice 
spoken  to  Griesbach  about  Herschel,  and  desired  that  he  (H.)  should  come 
to  him  as  soon  as  the  concerts  at  Bath  were  over;  this  encourages  the  hope 
that  the  King  has  the  idea  of  making  Herschel  Demainbray’s  successor; 
H.M.  also  enquired  whether  he  had  any  brothers;  next  time  H.M. 
mentions  Herschel  to  Griesbach,  he  will  inform  him  that  his  uncle  is 
making  preparations  to  show  H.M.  his  instruments  when  commanded  to 
do  so ;  he  (Watson)  has  succeeded,  under  Herschel’s  directions,  in  polishing 
a  7-in.  speculum.  D.T.C.  2.  108 

1782  Apl.  4  He  has  obtained  the  plants  of  the  scented  Cyclamen 
desired  by  B.,  and  has  them  in  his  hothouse  until  the  proper  time  to 
convey  them  to  him ;  had  hoped  to  describe  a  star  seen  through  Herschel’s 
telescope  with  its  highest  power,  but  has  been  delayed  by  unsuitable 
weather  and  H.’s  musical  engagements;  Herschel  informed  him  that  with 
his  power  of  6450  he  had  seen  the  North  Star  very  distinctly;  H.  has  heard 
from  his  nephew  Griesbach  at  Windsor,  informing  him  that  the  King  had 
enquired  about  his  uncles  at  Bath  and  about  Herschel’s  telescope;  suggests 
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that  it  might  be  opportune  to  dedicate  the  new  star  to  H.M.,  and  that  B 


5.  Bath 

as  President  of  R.S.,  might  mention  it  to  him ;  Herschel  has  a  brother  who 
plays  the  violoncello.  D.T.C.  2.  1 17-120 

1782  Apl.  28  Sends  unsealed  Herschel’s  reply  to  a  letter  he  has  received 

from  Dr.  Maskelyne;  he  desired  it  to  be  sent  to  B.  as  it  answers  queries 
raised  by  the  Council,  and  although  addressed  to  Maskelyne,  other 
members  of  the  Council  may  desire  to  read  it ;  asks  B.  to  deal  with  it  as  he 
thinks  fit;  he  is  surprised  that  Maskelyne  should  call  a  difference  of 
opinion  a  mistake;  if  H.  had  made  a  mistake,  then  Halley,  Michell  and 
Hornsby  are  likewise  mistaken;  the  present  state  of  political  affairs  is 
unpropitious  for  making  any  application,  but  as  the  King  has  repeatedly 
mentioned  to  Griesbach  that  he  desires  his  uncle  to  come  and  show  his 
instruments,  an  opening  is  left  to  inform  H.M.  that  H.  is  ready  to  obey 
his  commands.  D.T.C.  2.  1 24-1 25 

6.  Bath 

1782  June  29  The  most  celebrated  astronomers  have  made  repeated 

trials  of  Herschel’s  telescope,  and  declare  that  it  exceeds  all  others  in 
efficiency;  their  testimony  confirms  his  use  of  very  high  magnifying 
powers;  these  facts  may  now  be  laid  before  the  King  who  has  graciously 
received  Herschel  and  has  had  long  conversations  with  him ;  unless  some 
means  are  taken  to  inform  the  King  of  Herschel’s  desire  for  employment, 
H.M.  is  not  likely  to  make  an  offer  before  he  knows  that  it  would  be 
accepted;  he  has  laid  these  facts  before  B.,  as  it  was  he  who  first  spoke  to 
the  King,  which  led  to  his  invitation  to  Windsor  and  he  cannot  doubt  that 
an  application  by  B.  to  H.M.  would  be  successful;  Herschel  has  shown 
Ramsden  his  Lamp  Micrometer.  D.T.C.  2.  143-146 

7.  Dawlish 

1790  Aug.  7  Desires  B.’s  influence  with  the  Canons  of  Christ  Church 

[Oxford],  to  procure  a  studentship  for  Charles  Phillpot,  the  son  of  an 
intimate  friend;  laments  the  death  of  Gen.  Roy,  and  hopes  the  work  he 
began  will  be  competently  continued;  suggests  [James]  Rennell  as  a 
suitable  successor;  he  has  heard  from  Herschel  of  the  success  of  his  great 
speculum.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  49-50 

8.  Dawlish 

[1798]  June  25  Sends  a  letter  from  Capt.  [Micajah]  Malbon  ( q.v .) 

[reporting  that  the  captured  French  ship  La  Belle  Angelique  has  some 
plants  on  board  for  B.] ;  he  thinks  that  as  the  French  have  shown  liberality 
in  bringing  the  plants  for  B.,  the  English  in  turn  should  show  the  same 
by  liberating  the  ship  and  crew  if  they  were  engaged  in  a  voyage  of 
discovery.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  341 

WATSON- WENTWORTH  (wee  Bright,)  Mary,  Marchioness  of  Rockingham  (1736-1804) 
1.  Hillingdon  1785  Dec.  21  Regrets  that  she  cannot  part  with  the  Heliconia  plant,  as 


House 

“the  gift  of  it  was  the  last  mark  of  Sir  Joseph’s  attention  that  her  in¬ 
comparable  Lord  could  receive”;  though  she  knows  nothing  of  Botany, 
she  prizes  the  collection  which  unhappily  so  soon  came  into  her  posses¬ 
sion  ten  thousand  times  more  from  affectionate  sympathy  than  she  could 
from  being  the  greatest  botanist  on  earth;  the  utmost  care  will  be  taken 
of  the  plant  and  she  hopes  to  show  it  and  others  to  B.  next  summer. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  59 
D.T.C.  4.  198-199 
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WATT,  Alexander 

i.  [London  1786  — ]  Dedication  to  B.  of  a  posthumous  work  of  John  Ellis,  F.R.S., 

published  by  Martha  Watt  ( q.v .)  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Ellis.  [ The 
Natural  History  of  many  curious  and  uncommon  Zoophytes  .  .  .  by  J. 
Ellis  .  .  .  arranged  and  described  by  D.  Solander,  London,  1786.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  286 


WATT,  James,  F.R.S.  (1736-1819).  Engineer 

1.  Soho  Square  1780  July  28  *  Informs  him  that  his  uncle  [Robert  Banks]  Hodgkinson 

is  much  dissatisfied  that  W.  has  not  visited  the  Gregory  Mine  according 
to  his  engagement;  enquires  where  he  can  procure  a  copying-machine. 

Birmingham  Ref.  Lib.  (1) 

2.  Soho  Square  1780  Nov.  9  *  Agrees  to  the  reduction  in  price  of  the  steam-engine  to  be 

constructed  for  the  Gregory  Mine;  his  uncle,  R.  B.  Hodgkinson,  will 
manage  all  the  arrangements  and  will  send  a  form  of  agreement. 

Birmingham  Ref.  Lib.  (2) 

3.  Soho  Square  1780  Nov.  14  *  Hodgkinson  and  B.  have  examined  the  proposed  agree¬ 

ment,  and  approve  it.  Birmingham  Ref.  Lib.  <3) 

4.  Soho  Square  1791  July  31  *  Although  he  has  a  share  in  the  Gregory  Mine,  he  is  not 

the  principal  proprietor;  he  therefore  sent  W.’s  letter  to  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Hodgkinson;  he  is  desired  to  say  that  Mr.  H.  has  promoted  the  use  of 
Boulton  &  Watt’s  steam  engines  and  has  no  prejudice  against  them;  he 
would  like  to  meet  W.  and  his  partner  in  London ;  the  engine  is  likely  to 
function  well  for  a  time,  but  it  is  desired  to  have  a  new  cylinder  ready  to  be 
fitted;  suggests  that  much  expense  could  be  saved  if  the  cylinder  were 
made  by  Wilkinson  of  Chesterfield  under  W.’s  directions. 

B.A.O.  <137) 

5.  Heathfield,  1794  Dec.  7  Asks  for  B.’s  patronage  for  an  institution  for  trying  the 
Birmingham  efficacy  of  Factitious  Airs  in  the  cure  of  disease,  for  which  a  subscription 

has  been  set  on  foot ;  requests  that  he  will  peruse  the  printed  matter  drawn 
up  by  Dr.  [Thomas]  Beddoes  (q.v.)  and  others;  he  considers  this  new 
treatment  a  powerful  agent  for  good,  and  the  medical  profession  in  general 
are  ready  to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  D.T.C.  9.  133-134 

6.  Soho  Square  1794  Dec.  10  *  From  all  he  has  read  concerning  the  medical  efficacy  of 

Factitious  Airs,  he  has  not  formed  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  likelihood 
of  success;  better  proofs  should  be  laid  before  the  public  before  they  are 
asked  to  divert  their  charity  from  the  establishment  of  hospitals;  the 
medical  practitioners,  many  of  whom  are  affluent,  should  lead  the  way  by 
subscribing  if  they  think  the  project  likely  to  be  advantageous;  he  does  not 
think  the  use  of  his  name  can  be  of  any  service  to  Dr.  Beddoes  because  he 
does  not  fully  understand  his  aims,  and  he  is  always  careful  not  to  annex 
his  name  to  any  scheme  unless  convinced  of  the  probability  of  its  success. 

D.T.C.  9. 134A-135 

7.  Heathfield  1797  Nov.  5  The  experiments  he  made  on  Stevens’s  glass  to  which 

Withering  refers  were  applied  to  a  lamp-glass  taken  from  cold  water,  which 
had  boiling  water  poured  over  it  and  was  immediately  after  plunged  into 
cold  water  again  without  damage;  this  was  repeated  several  times,  and 
similar  experiments  were  made  on  a  tumbler;  in  trying  Morveau’s 
Eudiometer  with  Hepar  Sulphuris,  he  found  the  glass  retorts  broke  by  the 
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melting  of  the  Hepar;  of  two  retorts  given  by  Withering,  the  larger 
withstood  all  tests,  but  the  smaller  broke;  these  experiments  show  that 
Stevens’s  glass  will  bear  alternate  heat  and  cold  better  than  any  other. 
[See  Withering,  W.,  No.  2.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  206-208 

WATT,  James,  Junior,  F.R.S.  (1769-1848).  Engineer 

1.  Soho,  1815  Aug.  2  [To  Sir  John  Barrow  (7.^.)]  Reports  that  the  steam-engine 

Birmingham  for  the  Congo  boat  should  not  be  less  than  20  h.p.,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  it 
could  drive  a  boat  at  3  miles  per  hour  against  a  current  of  6  m.p.h. ;  an 
engine  of  20  h.p.  is  now  being  built  for  a  Tyne  boat  of  66  ft.  keel  and  16  ft. 
beam ;  there  are  two  boilers ;  patterns  are  being  made  for  it  but  the  materials 
will  not  arrive  in  less  than  a  month;  a  second  engine  could  not  be  built  in 
less  than  two  or  three  months;  the  cost  of  materials  for  the  engine  and 
paddle-wheels  is  estimated  at  £1700;  as  it  is  impossible  to  have  an  engine 
ready  for  early  September,  possibly  the  Tyne  Packet  Co.  might  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  sell  theirs.  [See  Rennie,  John,  No.  5.]  D.T.C.  19.  183-184 

WATT  (nee  ELLIS),  Martha  (1755-1795)-  Daughter  of  John  Ellis,  F.R.S. 

1.  Henlow  1782  Sept.  1  Thanks  B.  for  recovering  her  father’s  manuscript,  and  asks 

him  to  keep  it  until  he  returns  to  London;  will  gladly  avail  herself  of 
B.’s  assistance  and  advice  in  preparing  for  the  press;  thanks  him  also  for 
his  patronage  of  the  work,  which  will  be  a  monument  to  her  father’s 
memory.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  173 

2.  [London] - Has  seen  Mrs.  Fothergill,  who  has  wished  all  success  to  the 

publication  of  the  Essay  on  Corallines  and  relinquishes  all  claim  to  any  part 
of  it;  asks  B.’s  advice  how  to  approach  the  Swedish  Ambassador;  is  leaving 
London  for  Henlow.  [See  Watt,  Alexander.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  243 

WEATHERHOGG,  Thomas.  Lincolnshire  Farmer 

1.  Kirkby  Bain  1804  Oct.  19  Informs  B.  that  the  Eel-fishers  of  Kirkby  have  taken  in 
their  nets  an  Eel  weighing  3  lb.,  and  eleven  more  about  as  large;  they  will 
set  their  nets  again  at  night  and  will  send  such  Eels  as  B.  requires  [to 
Revesby]  next  day.  [Note  by  B.  on  the  price  per  lb.  paid.]  Hill  Coll.  2.  99 

WEBB,  Rev.  William,  D.D.  (1775-1856).  Vice-Chancellor,  Cambridge  University 

1.  Cambridge  1818  May  4  Sends  extract  from  the  will  of  Dr.  Woodward  relating  to  the 
foundation  of  the  professorship,  showing  that  the  President  of  R.S.  can 
give  a  vote  by  proxy  when  vacancies  occur. 

Carnb.  Univ.  Lib.,  Add.  MS.  4251.  1466 

WEBB,  William.  Robe-maker  to  the  King 

1.  London  1803  June  17  Regrets  that  B.  should  be  dissatisfied  with  the  bill  for  his 

Installation  dress;  he  had  to  provide  at  very  short  notice  dress  for  22 
Knights,  66  Esquires  and  7  Officers  of  the  Order;  to  do  this  he  was  put  to 
great  expense,  not  only  for  materials,  but  also  for  a  large  number  of  extra 
hands  at  double  wages  with  food  and  drink,  which  cost  £5  to  £ 6  per  day, 
and  he  has  £400  worth  of  articles  left  on  his  hands  in  feathers,  silks, 
shoes,  stockings,  etc. ;  he  is  sure  that  B.  would  not  wish  him  to  be  a 
loser,  and  four  of  the  Knights  (names  given)  have  already  paid  their 
bills  without  question.  D.T.C.  9.  231 A 
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2.  [Soho  Square  1803  June  18]  *  States  that  W.  lost  nothing  by  him;  he  supplied  all  his 
dress,  for  which  he  was  measured  a  month  before  the  Installation;  he 
refuses  to  pay  “the  exorbitant  price  you  have  been  foolish  enough  to 
charge”,  nor  will  he  pay  any  charge  until  he  receives  a  bill  setting  out  all 
the  articles  he  ordered,  with  the  separate  prices  of  each.  D.T.C.  9.  232 


WEBBER,  James,  R.A.  (1750-1793).  Artist 


London 


2.  Revesby 
Abbey 


3.  London 


1782  Sept.  27  He  has  delivered  B.’s  letters  to  the  engravers,  all  of  whom 
are  ready  to  begin  work  [on  the  plates  for  the  publication  of  Cook’s  Third 
Voyage] ;  Lord  Sandwich  suggests  that  Sherwin  also  should  be  employed 
and  requests  that  B.  will  write  to  him;  Middiman’s  plate  is  nearly  finished 
and  Ellis  and  Conney  have  delivered  theirs;  is  pleased  with  Lord  S.’s 
active  interest  in  the  work;  asks  B.  to  supply  captions  for  the  plates. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  178 

1783  Sept.  27  *  Is  sorry  to  hear  that  the  paper  supplied  for  the  plates  is 
inferior  to  the  sample  in  quality,  but  cannot  take  the  blame  for  this  as  he 
had  a  paper  signed  by  the  printer  that  it  was  satisfactory;  he  can  obviate 
the  delay,  as  he  has  another  printer  he  wishes  to  employ. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  215 
1783  Oct.  29  Reports  that  various  printers  have  been  employed  to  print 
the  plates — Haynes,  Haddril,  Nixon  and  Cox;  Cook  [George  Cooke] 
wishes  to  print  his  own  plates  as  he  has  a  press;  Sherwin’s  plate  is  finished 
and  Wollat’s  in  good  progress;  great  care  will  be  needed  in  printing  the 
plates.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  231-232 


WEDDERBURN,  Alexander,  Baron  Loughborough,  afterwards  1st  Earl  of  Rosslyn  (1733- 
1805).  Lord  Chancellor 

1.  [Soho  1785  Nov.  26  *  Informs  him  that  the  gate  of  Lord  L.’s  field  between  the 

Square]  gardens  of  the  British  Museum  and  the  road  was  padlocked  in  addition  to 

the  usual  lock,  to  which  he  has  a  key,  received  from  the  Trustees,  whereby 
he  has  access  to  the  Museum ;  thinking  that  the  padlock  was  affixed  without 
Lord  L.’s  knowledge,  he  informs  him  of  the  fact.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  14 

2.  Bedford  [1785  Nov.  27]  Explains  that  the  gate  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Duke 

Square  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Palmer,  he  (Lord  L.)  having  only  the  right  of  passage 

through  it ;  on  enquiring  why  it  was  padlocked,  he  learned  that  it  was  done 
on  Palmer’s  instructions,  as  the  key  of  the  gate  was  believed  to  have  been 
stolen;  it  should  only  be  locked  at  night  when  the  watch  is  set,  and  un¬ 
locked  in  the  morning.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  31299.  15 

WEDEL-JARLSBERG,  Frederik  Anton  (1748-1811).  Danish  Envoy  to  England 

1.  Wimpole  1793  July  27  Asks  B.’s  opinion  of  the  scientific  instruments  made  by 

Street  Bidstrup  ( q.v .),  a  Dane  resident  in  London.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  99 

2.  [Soho  1793  Aug.  1  *  Bidstrup,  having  on  several  occasions  shown  his  instru- 

Square]  ments  to  B.,  he  believes  them  to  be  well  constructed,  but  cannot  offer  an 

opinion  on  their  value.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  99.  (2) 

3.  Wimpole  1797  Mar.  20  Has  received  an  enquiry  from  Count  Bernstorff  of  Copen- 

Street  hagen  about  a  mineral  found  by  Humboldt  and  another  by  Prince  Gal- 

litzin,  both  having  a  strong  polarity;  submits  it  to  B.  for  his  opinion.  [The 
enclosure,  f.  95,  is  in  French .]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  94-95 
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Wedel-Jarlsberg,  Frederik  Anton,  continued 

4.  [Soho  Square  1797  Mar.  21]  *  On  enquiry  among  his  friends  best  acquainted  with 
India,  they  know  of  no  mineral  which  will  magnetize  a  needle  except 
lodestone,  which  is  abundant  in  Japan;  rocks  which  have  an  effect  on  the 
magnetic  needle  have  been  noted  by  navigators  making  surveys. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  94  vo. 


WEDEMEYER,  Georg 

1.  Eldagren,  1778  Jan.  28  Asks  B.  that  the  plants  intended  for  him  (W.)  be  sent  to 

Hanover  Mr.  Best,  Councillor  of  the  King’s  German  Chancery;  Prof.  Schreber  is 

very  anxious  that  B.  should  publish  the  animals  discovered  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  so  that  they  may  be  included  in  their  proper  places  in  his  new 
work  on  universal  Zoology.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8094.  189 

WEDGWOOD,  Josiah,  F.R.S.  (1730-1795).  Ceramic  Manufacturer 

1.  Etruria  1785  Jan.  19  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  making  the  alterations 

desired  by  B.  in  the  bust  of  Herschel;  as  the  Georgium  Sidus,  being  a 
planet,  must  not  be  rendered  as  radiant  but  as  a  ball  or  speck,  he  fears  it 
will  have  the  appearance  of  a  bit  of  material  dropped  on  by  accident;  he 
has  heard  from  Dr.  Watson,  and  the  busts  have  been  altered  in  accordance 
with  his  directions ;  he  has  been  engaged  in  irksome  business  arising  out  of 
a  dispute  between  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  and  the  Staffordshire  Canal 
Company.  D.T.C.  4.  119-120 

2.  Etruria  1796  Dec.  26  He  intends  to  experiment  with  the  Calx  of  Copper, 

although  he  knows  of  no  colouring  substance  so  likely  to  become  volatile 
and  to  penetrate  the  whole  substance  of  the  unglazed  ware. 

R.S.  Letters ,  1787-99.  52 


WEGG,  Samuel,  F.R.S.  (d.  1803).  Treasurer  of  the  Royal  Society 

1.  Acton  1780  Oct.  14  He  does  not  apprehend  any  confusion  as  to  the  first  meeting 

of  the  Society  in  the  new  house,  as  notices  have  been  sent  to  all  Fellows 
resident  in  or  near  London;  as  to  the  resolution  of  the  Council  upon 
changing  the  hour  of  meeting,  he  thinks  that  effect  should  be  given  to 
the  change  forthwith;  the  furnishing  and  painting,  etc.,  of  the  rooms  is 
progressing;  some  curtains  and  furnishings  are  still  wanting,  also  two 
lustres;  if  the  latter  cannot  be  made  in  time,  temporary  lustres  could  be 
hung.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  125-126 

D.T.C.  1.  301-303 


2.  Somerset  1784  June  10  Is  pleased  to  receive  Lord  Clanricarde’s  draft  [in  payment 

Place  of  his  late  father’s  arrears;  cf.  Lyons,  146;  De  Burgh,  Henry,  Nos.  1-3]; 

repairs  are  necessary  to  the  Society’s  property  in  Coleman  Street. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  265 


WEINHOLD,  Karl  August  (1782-1829).  Physician 

1.  Dresden  1803  Jan.  10  Sends  to  B.,  as  President,  a  memoir  to  be  offered  to  R.S. 

[German.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  327 

2.  Dresden  1803  Mar.  20  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  of  18  Mar.;  as  his  paper  is  not 

suitable  for  R.S.,  requests  B.  to  send  it  to  the  Medical  Society  of  London, 
of  which  Dr.  James  Sims  is  President,  as  the  society  has  offered  a  prize; 
apologizes  for  troubling  B.,  but  he  had  noticed  a  number  of  medical 
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Weinhold,  Karl  August,  continued 

articles  in  Phil.  Trans.,  and  he  is  the  only  person  he  knows  in  London ;  has 
resigned  from  the  army  to  devote  all  his  time  to  medical  research,  and  asks 
B.  for  recommendations.  [German  i\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  325-326 

WEINWICH,  Niels  Henrik 

1.  Copenhagen  1799  —  Asks  for  B.’s  help  towards  the  printing  of  a  book  entitled  De 
Infelici  Exilu,  which  is  a  collection  of  biographies  of  about  600  scholars, 
about  half  of  whom  are  Englishmen  or  Scots;  he  sends  a  printed  sample 
sheet  saved  from  the  fire  which  did  so  much  damage  in  Copenhagen  in 
1795 ;  he  himself  is  a  Norwegian  by  birth,  with  the  usual  academic  degrees, 
but  he  is  a  poor  man  and  unable  to  publish  at  his  own  expense. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  1 23-1 25 

WELLESLEY,  Richard  Colley,  1st  Marquis  Wellesley  (1760-1842).  Statesman,  Governor- 
General  of  India 

1.  Soho  Square  1810  Jan.  n  *  Sends  a  few  bottles  of  wine,  which  his  correspondent  in 

Bombay  declared  to  be  the  best  he  had  ever  received;  his  stock  of  this 
wine,  still  in  the  wood,  is  sufficient  for  12  or  14  doz.  and  he  offers  the  whole 
of  it  to  W.  as  a  thank-offering  for  the  destruction  of  the  French  and  the 
re-establishment  of  English  influence  in  Persia. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37309.  329 

2.  Soho  Square  1810  Jan.  16  *  Is  honoured  by  his  Lordship’s  invitation,  but  as  his 

frequent  attacks  of  gout  have  imposed  on  him  complete  abstinence  from 
animal  food  and  fermented  liquors,  he  is  obliged  to  decline  invitations 
through  his  inability  to  share  the  pleasures  of  the  table  with  his  hosts  and 
guests.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37309.  331 

WELLMENS,  — 

1.  —  1794  May  —  He  presents  to  B.  a  clock  showing  not  only  the  true  time, 

but  also  “the  like  time  with  a  difference  betwixt”,  and  prays  that  it  may 
be  introduced  to  R.S.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  144 


WELLS,  Dymoke 


1 .  Gate  Street 


2.  [Soho 
Square] 


1811  Feb.  23  Has  received  a  letter  from  the  Dymoke  family  of  Tatford 
containing  some  extracts  from  a  letter  of  B.’s  offering  assistance  in  the 
enquiries  [into  the  family  and  its  title  of  King’s  Champion] ;  asks  for  an 
interview  to  explain  what  he  has  discovered  concerning  certain  wills  and 
settlements  and  the  mutilation  and  alteration  of  inscriptions  on  grave¬ 
stones  at  Scrivelsby  and  falsification  of  records. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  13-14 
1811  Feb.  23  *  Concerning  wills,  settlements  and  other  private  affairs  of 
the  Dymoke  family  he  does  not  wish  to  interfere ;  the  ancient  history  of  the 
family  from  public  records  is  all  he  is  acquainted  with,  and  this  he  has 
communicated  to  the  writer’s  kinsman.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  13  vo. 


WEST,  Benjamin,  R.A.  (1738-1820).  Painter 

1.  Soho  Square  1810  Apl.  6  *  A  lady  from  France,  Mrs.  Solvyns  ( q.v .),  has  left  in  his 
charge  some  letters  and  prints  with  a  request  that  they  should  be  sent  to 
him,  and  he  now  forwards  them  as  desired.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  333 
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WEST,  Hans  (1758-1811).  Botanist 

1.  Ste  Croix  1794  July  29  Is  sending  a  parcel  of  plants;  his  late  arrival  prevented 
making  a  good  collection  as  the  hot  weather  had  dried  everything  up ; 
he  has  glued  some  of  the  specimens  on  paper  and  gjves  his  reasons  for 
doing  so ;  a  list  of  species  is  appended ;  sends  remembrances  to  Dryander 
and  Turner.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  307-308 


WEST  INDIA  DOCK  COMPANY 

1.  Soho  Square  1803  Nov.  11  *  [Addressed  to  the  Directors.]  He  learns  that  a  valuable 
cargo  of  plants  from  Cayenne  for  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew  has  been 
detained  in  the  Company’s  warehouse  for  six  weeks  without  attention, 
and  most  of  the  plants  are  probably  dead;  requests  that  they  be  sent  at 
once  to  Soho  Square  at  his  expense.  de  Beer  Coll.  17 


WESTMACOTT,  Sir  Richard,  R.A.  (1775-1856).  Sculptor 


[Mount 

Street] 


Mount 

Street 

Mount 

Street 

Mount 

Street 


Mount 

Street 


1804  May  5  Estimate  for  the  materials  and  execution  of  a  statue  in 
bronze,  9  ft.  high,  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford;  the  pedestal  and  plinth 
to  be  of  granite,  the  total  height  of  the  whole  being  25  ft. ;  the  cost  to  be 
£ 6000 .  D.T.C.  18.  156 

1804  July  —  Encloses  receipt  for  draft  of  £1000  on  account  of  his  fee. 

Wellcome,  67766.  (55) 

1808  June  7  Reports  progress  of  his  work  upon  the  statue  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Bedford,  which  is  now  ready  for  casting,  and  he  hopes  for 
erection  next  spring.  Wellcome ,  67766.  (48) 

1808  Oct.  7  Full  report  on  the  progress  of  the  statue;  requests  payment 
of  a  further  £1000  on  account.  [On  verso,  draft  letter  by  B.  to  Hammersley 
&  Co.,  Bankers,  instructing  them  to  pay,  and  draft  abstract  of  letter  to  W. 
about  the  payment.]  Wellcome,  67766.  (54) 

1816  June  20  Acknowledges  receipt  of  the  copper  plates  of  the  engraving 
[by  J.  S.  Agar]  of  his  drawing  of  the  statue  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ;  asks 
for  a  list  of  the  subscribers  entitled  to  receive  prints,  distinguishing  those 
who  are  to  receive  impressions  on  India  paper.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  42 


WESTON,  Ambrose  (1755-1810).  Attorney-at-Law 

1.  Soho  Square  1800  Mar.  7*  He  has  consulted  Lord  Liverpool  on  the  advertisement 
relating  to  the  [copper]  coinage ;  he  has  no  objection  to  it  but  thinks  another 
paragraph  should  be  added.  B.A.O.  <138) 

WESTON,  Richard  (1733-1806).  Writer  on  Agriculture  and  Botany 

1.  King’s  Road,  1775  Mar.  1  Letter  of  dedication  to  B.  of  his  Botanicus  Universalis ;  he 
Chelsea  considers  the  public  greatly  indebted  to  B.  for  introducing  so  many  new 

vegetable  products.  [Kew  Bull.,  1891.  306.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  48 

WESTON,  Rev.  Stephen,  F.R.S.  (1747-1830).  Antiquary 

1.  Edwards  1792  Nov.  16  Encloses  quotations  from  classical  authors  as  suggested 
Street  mottoes  for  the  R.S.  Rumford  Medal.  R.S.  Letters,  1787-99.  53 

WESTRENEN,  P.  van 

1.  Hondringe  1794  June  2  He  has  heard  from  Boddaert  ( q.v .)  that  B.  is  already  aware 
that  Burman’s  Herbarium  is  for  sale;  it  has  been  priced  at  3000  florins, 
but  he  is  told  by  a  botanical  friend  that  it  is  not  worth  more  than  600  fl. 
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Westrenen,  P.  van,  continued 

because  of  the  number  of  spoilt  specimens ;  on  one  of  the  Dutch  islands 
there  is  a  race  of  sheep  so  large  that  the  peasants  ride  them  to  market; 
®  congratulates  B.  on  the  public  order  in  England,  in  spite  of  attempts  to 
disrupt  the  constitution;  his  London  agents  are  Van  Voorst  &  Pfeil. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  309-310 

2.  Utrecht  1797  Nov.  2  Gratefully  remembers  B.’s  kindness  during  his  stay  in 

England;  he  has  found  a  copy  of  the  volumes  of  the  Transactions  of  their 
Literary  Society  which  are  missing  in  B.’s  library  and  sends  them;  note 
on  a  cattle  epidemic  in  their  country;  his  wife  sends  a  note  to  Lady  Banks. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  491-492 

3.  Utrecht  1798  Sept.  20  States  that  as  war  and  revolution  are  unfavourable 

to  literary  productions,  few  books  are  appearing;  Meerburg’s  Plant ae 
rariores  is  still  being  published,  but  the  plates  are  poor;  has  resigned  the 
presidency  of  the  Provincial  Assembly;  has  visited  Paris,  where  the 
museums  and  literary  establishments  are  in  better  state  than  he  expected, 
with  numerous  students ;  thanks  B.  for  gift  of  Vol.  2  of  his  library  catalogue 
and  would  like  to  have  Vol.  1.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  126-127 

WETHERALD,  Rowland 

1.  Bishop  1780  June  10  Sends  report  on  a  stone  taken  from  the  bladder  of  a  dog. 

Wearmouth  R.S.  Letters,  1737-83.  45 


WEVELINCHOVEN,  Antoine  Francis  Joseph,  Baron  de,  F.R.S.  (d.  1789) 

1.  Lac  Munte  1784  May  15  Apologizes  for  not  answering  B.’s  letters  of  5  and  30  Mar. ; 

he  lost  many  plants  in  the  severe  winter,  not  only  those  brought  from 
London  last  year,  but  others  that  had  been  established  for  20  years ;  news 
of  friends;  the  Due  d’Arenberg  had  given  him  samples  of  vegetables  from 
Italy,  but  the  Due’s  death  quenched  his  interest  in  the  experiments. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  196-197 

2.  Brussels  1785  May  10  Is  sorry  to  hear  of  B.’s  losses  of  shrubs  in  the  winter;  was 

himself  able  to  save  very  few  plants ;  his  Laurustinus,  the  glory  of  his  garden 
for  many  years,  are  all  dead ;  details  of  vegetables  grown ;  damage  to  crops 
by  drought;  sends  1000  gm.  of  Hemp-seed,  a  plant  which  has  benefited 
by  the  drought;  if  war  breaks  out,  his  daughter  will  be  unable  to  leave  [as 
she  is  confined] ;  sends  his  thanks  to  Lady  B.  for  her  kindness  to  her. 
[French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  1 94-1 95 

3.  Relegem  1787  Oct:-  5  Delay  in  bringing  out  their  Transactions  [i.e.  those  of  the 

Academy]  is  due  to  the  death  of  the  editor,  but  a  new  appointment  has 
now  been  made ;  informs  B.  of  the  price  and  best  method  of  conveying  the 
complete  set  of  the  Journal  Ency elope dique  required  by  the  King  [of 
England] ;  the  harvest  has  been  good,  except  Rye  and  Colza ;  has  plenty 
of  wall-fruit,  but  few  apples.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  551-552 


WHANG  TONG  (fl.  1770-1796).  Chinese  Scholar 

1.  Canton  1796  June  18  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter;  Brown,  who  is  returning  in  the 

Northumberland,  is  taking  for  B.  a  set  of  books  on  the  history  of  China, 
some  Tea,  and  Nankeen  flowers.  [Whang  Tong  visited  London  in  1775 
and  moved  in  literary  and  scientific  society,  when  he  doubtless  met  B.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  209 
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WHARRIE,  John.  Tenant  on  Revesby  Estate 

i.  Revesby  1807  Oct.  3  Is  informed  by  the  Steward,  John  Parkinson  ( q.v .),  that  B. 

requires  him  to  pay  £10  a  year  towards  the  support  of  his  mother  during 
her  widowhood;  desires  to  obey  B.’s  wishes,  but  asks  for  consideration, 
as  he  has  to  support  a  second  family.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  44 


2.  Woolwich 


WHIDBEY,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  (d.  1833).  Dockyard  Superintendent  and  Civil  Engineer 

x.  Covent  [x:  798]  June  17  Sends  copy  of  Vancouver’s  letter  to  Board  of  Longitude 

Garden  lent  by  B.,  also  copy  of  it  sent  to  him  by  Vancouver  himself,  which  is 

widely  different;  sends  also  V.’s  letter  explaining  why  he  did  not  mention 
his  (W.’s)  name;  as  V.  is  not  applying  for  the  recompense  for  W.’s 
labours,  he  intends  to  petition  the  Board  of  Admiralty  relying  on  B.’s 
support ;  V.  claims  to  have  taught  him  all  he  knows,  but  he  can  produce 
ample  testimony  to  the  contrary.  [W.  was  Master’s  Mate  on  Vancouver’s 
voyage.]  Kew:  B.C.  2.  197-198 

1807  Nov.  22  Has  had  the  Hemp  sent  by  B.  from  Bombay  made  into 

rope  to  test  its  strength  against  ropes  made  from  other  kinds  of  Hemp ; 
it  was  found  to  be  very  weak,  but  Bengal  sun-hemp  surpassed  the  best 
Petersburg  in  strength;  toppets  rejected  by  manufacturers  were  not 
considered  fit  for  H.M.  service,  but  by  trial  have  been  found  to  make 
stronger  rope  than  the  Hemp  from  which  they  are  taken  and  have  ac¬ 
cordingly  been  adopted.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  264 

1808  Jan.  15  Has  tested  two  ropes  made  from  the  same  hank  of  Hemp, 

one  treated  with  common  tar,  the  other  with  the  teak-tar  supplied  by  B.; 
the  former  broke  at  3,848  lb.,  the  latter  at  5980;  asks  if  he  may  inform 
Navy  Board  or  if  B.  will  do  so.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  270 

1814  Mar.  20  Will  keep  a  look-out  for  objects  of  interest  in  all  the 
caverns  he  explores;  has  sent  by  the  Plymouth  Transport  specimens  of 
Stalactites,  and  if  B.  thinks  them  suitable,  will  send  some  for  the  Queen; 
sends  polished  specimens  of  the  rock  used  for  Plymouth  breakwater,  of 
which  230,000  tons  have  been  deposited;  describes  the  constant  tranship¬ 
ment  of  a  consignment  of  seeds  and  roots  for  B.,  the  ships  carrying  them 
have  in  turn  been  ordered  on  various  services. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  58-59 

5.  Plymouth  1816  May  7  Has  after  long  search  found  the  articles  consigned  to  B.  from 
Lima ;  one  box  has  been  sent  off  by  wagon  and  a  smaller  one  by  coach ;  the 
harbour  works  make  progress  and  have  resisted  every  storm  of  the  past 
winter.  [See  Shillibeer,  J.,  and  Sharp,  J.  B.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  109 


Woolwich 


4.  Plymouth 


WHISHAW,  John,  F.R.S.  (1765-1841).  Attorney-at-Law 

1.  Lincoln’s  Inn  1813  Dec.  3  A  meeting  has  been  held  of  Murray,  Alexander  Park  and 

himself  as  to  the  publication  of  the  late  Mungo  Park’s  Journal;  and 
agreement  has  been  made  whereby  Murray  will  pay  jf  1000  certain,  and  a 
further  £ 200  in  accordance  with  the  success  of  the  publication;  he  thinks 
this  arrangement  is  fair  and  reasonable.  D.T.C.  18.  284 

2.  Lincoln’s  Inn  1814  Nov.  26  Nothing  has  been  finally  settled  with  Murray,  but  he  has 

had  several  interviews  with  him  and  he  is  now  inclined  to  be  more 
reasonable;  he  thinks  that  under  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  Murray  is 
entitled  to  some  indemnification;  B.  may  rest  assured  that  the  best 
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possible  terms  will  be  made  for  Park’s  family;  he  is  now  writing  a  bio¬ 
graphical  memoir  of  Mungo  Park  and  has  postponed  settling  with  Murray 
till  he  can  show  him  the  extent  of  it.  D.T.C.  19.  94 

3.  Soho  Square  1814  Nov.  27  *  He  has  conversed  with  many  persons  on  the  subject  of 
Murray’s  agreement  with  the  late  Mungo  Park’s  family,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  has  altered  his  opinion ;  he  has  not  met  with  a  single  person  who 
has  read  Isaac’s  Journal  in  Thomson’s  publication,  and  he  thinks  little  or 
no  damage  can  be  done  to  Murray’s  book ;  when  Murray  made  the  bargain, 
it  is  clear  that  he  knew  that  he  had  not  an  exclusive  right  to  the  papers  and 
that  copies  must  exist  and  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  booksellers ;  he 
therefore  doubts  if  Murray  can  break  his  agreement,  and  it  would  be 
considered  shabby  conduct  if  he  attempted  it;  it  seems  clear  that  Murray 
has  suffered  little  if  any  injury  by  the  publication  of  Thomson,  and  as  he 
must  have  known  when  he  made  his  bargain  that  he  could  not  be  insured 
against  an  anticipated  publication,  it  is  evident  that  he  cannot  escape  from 
the  engagement  he  has  entered  into.  D.T.C.  19.  95-96 

WHITE,  Benjamin  (1725-1794).  Bookseller 

1.  Horace’s  1788  Jan.  5  Has  bought  the  remaining  stock  of  [Patrick]  Browne’s  Nat. 
Head,  Fleet  Hist,  of  Jamaica  [1756],  without  plates;  is  having  the  plates  re-engraved 
Street  and  asks  B.’s  leave  to  insert  in  the  list  of  plates  the  Linnaean  names  written 

in  B.’s  copy  of  the  work  which  he  lent  him.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  291 


WHITE,  Rev.  Gilbert  (1720-1793).  Naturalist 

1.  Selborne  1768  Apl.  21  The  season  has  been  unfavourable  to  Lathraea  squam- 
aria\  he  would  have  sent  specimens  when  available,  but  hears  from 
Pennant  that  B.  is  about  to  embark  on  a  voyage  of  discovery;  he  had  hoped 
for  a  visit  from  B.,  the  district  being  a  good  one  for  Botany  and  Zoology; 
wishes  B.  a  successful  voyage  and  safe  return.  [Printed  from  a  copy  in  W.’s 
handwriting  in  Bell’s  ed.  of  Nat.  Hist.  Selborne,  2.  241.]  D.T.C.  1.  23-24 


WHITE,  J.  Politician 

1.  House  of  1798  Mar.  9  Informs  B.  that  Mudge’s  Petition  to  Parliament  was 
Commons  yesterday  referred  to  a  committee.  [See  Cameron ,  235.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  109 


WHITEFOORD,  Caleb,  F.R.S.  (1734-1810).  Diplomatist 

1.  London  I79°  Dec.  3  He  has  in  his  possession  a  portrait  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 

painted  at  his  request  in  Paris  in  1782  by  an  American  artist  [Joseph 
Wright] ;  there  are  other  portraits  of  Franklin  extant,  but  this  one  is  to  be 
preferred,  as  it  is  an  excellent  likeness  and  depicts  him  in  the  dress  he 
always  wore;  he  now  sends  it  to  B.  as  a  gift  to  R.S.  to  be  added  to  the  other 
portraits  of  illustrious  persons  that  hang  in  the  Society’s  apartments. 

D.T.C.  7.  175 


WIDMER,  S. 

1.  London  1811  Jan.  29  He  states  that  it  was  Appert  de  Massy  who  was  the  first 

to  discover  a  method  of  preserving  food;  his  process  was  published  in  a 
small  booklet  at  the  invitation  of  the  French  Government  and  he  was  given 
a  reward ;  he  has  a  copy  of  the  booklet  and  will  send  it  to  B.  as  soon  as  he 
returns  to  France.  [French.  Cf.  Giraud,  F.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  100 
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WIEBEKING,  Karl  Friedrich  von  (1762-1842).  Civil  Engineer 

1.  Darmstadt  1799  Aug.  22  Recommends  to  B.  his  observations  of  the  Tides,  which 
have  been  published  in  Allgemeine  Wasserbaukimst,  2.  488;  he  thinks  this 
information  will  be  of  value  to  the  King,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the 
Generals ;  he  hopes  to  make  the  personal  acquaintance  of  B.  [ German .] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  128 

WILBERFORCE,  William  (1759-1823).  Philanthropist 

1791  Dec.  21  Asks  B.  if  he  knows  of  a  good  botanist  familiar  with 
tropical  plants,  who  would  be  willing  to  go  to  Sierra  Leone  to  explore  the 
forests,  in  the  service  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company;  he  will  call  upon  B. 
at  his  convenience,  being  now  in  the  city  at  Mr.  [Henry]  Thornton’s 
house  in  King’s  Arms  Yard,  Coleman  Street.  [Note  by  B.,  “I  told  him 
I  knew  of  no  regularly  bred  botanist  who  was  likely  to  be  tempted,  but 
could  probably  furnish  him  with  a  Gardiner  well  acquainted  with  the 
Plants  now  growing  in  the  curious  Gardens  of  Europe”,  etc.] 

D.T.C.  7.  293-294 

1792  Jan.  2  *  Afzelius  has  shown  him  the  minute  of  the  Directors  as  to 
his  appointment ;  to  make  matters  clear  to  all  the  Company’s  Servants,  he 
informs  them  that  Afzelius,  a  gentleman  by  birth,  attached  to  Uppsala 
University,  and  standing  high  as  a  botanist,  will  expect  accommodation 
and  treatment  fitting  to  his  station;  states  his  requirements  as  to  servants, 
tropical  clothing,  apparatus  and  equipment,  which  the  Directors  are  to 
provide  for  himself  and  his  servant,  and  other  requirements. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  61 
D.T.C.  8.  1-4 

1792  Jan.  4  He  thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  has  consulted  the  other 
Directors  of  the  Company  who  agree  to  provide  the  accommodation  and 
equipment  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  B.’s  letter.  D.T.C.  8.  5 

1793  Apl.  8  *  Returns  the  report  of  Afzelius,  which  he  considers 

sensible  and  perspicuous;  is  surprised  that  the  Directors  are  displeased 
that  Afzelius  has  sent  bulbs  to  B.;  these  were  immediately  sent  to  H.M. 
Garden  at  Kew,  as  were  also  the  living  plants  brought  back  by  Governor 
Clarkson;  even  had  he  wanted  them  for  himself,  he  thinks  he  has  some 
claim  on  the  Directors,  having  procured  Afzelius  for  them  and  supplied 
him  with  all  he  required,  including  a  valuable  collection  of  drawings 
which  the  Directors  refused  to  insure ;  he  considers  that  they  should  send 
out  to  Afzelius  useful  plants  to  establish  in  Sierra  Leone,  which  could  be 
obtained  from  the  nurserymen  and  from  Kew,  if  proper  application  is 
made  for  them.  D.T.C.  8.  196-197 

WILBRAHAM,  W.  Politician 

1.  [London]  1793  Apl.  24  Informs  B.  that  [William]  Windham  ( q.v .)  has  put  off  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Mudge’s  Petition  and  his  motion  for  a  Select 
Committee  to  hear  evidence  on  both  sides,  until  Monday  next  [29th  April] ; 
asks  if  the  Board  of  Longitude  should  meet  in  the  meantime.  [Cf.  Cameron , 
235.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  132 

WILES,  James  (fl.  1790-1806).  Botanist  and  Gardener 

1.  [Soho  1791  June  25  *  Instructions  to  James  Wiles  and  Christopher  Smith, 

Square]  gardeners  attached  to  Bligh’s  second  expedition  to  obtain  Bread-fruit  and 

869 


1.  King’s  Arms 
Yard 


2.  Soho  Square 


3.  Old  Palace 
Yard 

4.  Soho  Square 


Wiles,  James,  continued 

other  plants  in  Otaheite  and  Timor,  and  transport  them  to  the  West 
Indies.  These  are  similar  to  the  instructions  given  to  David  Nelson  ( q.v .) 
for  the  first  Bread-fruit  expedition,  and  comprise  the  collection,  planting 
and  care  of  plants  on  board,  their  protection  from  damage  by  live-stock  and 
especially  rats;  instructions  for  collecting  plants  at  Timor,  for  depositing 
some  and  taking  up  others  at  St.  Helena,  and  the  deposit  of  one  half  the 
cargo  at  St.  Vincent  and  the  remainder  at  Jamaica;  the  plants  brought 
back  to  be  deposited  at  Kew.  D.T.C.  7.  218-226A 

2.  Soho  Square  1791  July  16  #  Informs  him  that  he  and  his  assistant  will  receive  their 
instructions  from  Capt.  Bligh,  to  whom  he  has  sent  them ;  they  will  be  at 
liberty  to  collect  on  their  own  account  Birds,  Shells,  Insects,  etc.,  provided 
that  this  does  not  interfere  with  their  primary  object  of  obtaining  plants 
for  H.M.;  asks  them  also  to  obtain  a  complete  set  of  all  the  specimens 
collected  for  himself,  for  which  he  will  pay  them  the  value. 

D.T.C .  7.  234 

1793  Jan.  23  Report  on  the  plants  on  board  on  leaving  Otaheite,  18th 
July  1792;  list  of  species  and  the  number  of  plants  of  each;  list  of  plants 
collected  at  Timor,  10th  Oct.  1792;  list  of  plants  left  at  St.  Helena  and  list 
of  those  taken  on  board  there,  24th  Dec.  1792;  list  of  plants  on  board  on 
arrival  at  St.  Vincent,  22nd  Jan.  1793;  separate  lists  for  the  plants  from 
Otaheite,  Timor  and  St.  Helena,  with  a  list  of  those  delivered  to  Dr. 
Anderson ;  the  remainder  were  left  at  Jamaica ;  long  remarks  are  inserted 
after  each  of  these  lists,  containing  descriptions  of  the  plants,  the  methods 
of  protecting  them  against  weather,  etc.,  and  other  particulars  of  the 
voyage.  [Wiles  did  not  return  to  England,  but  remained  in  Jamaica,  where 
he  was  made  Superintendent  of  the  Bath  Nursery.] 

D.T.C.  8.  158-170 

1793  Oct.  16  Reports  progress  of  Bread-fruit  cultivation;  the  Nursery 
at  Bath  has  many  disadvantages;  he  wishes  the  Committee  would  purchase 
a  better  piece  of  ground ;  Pappo,  the  Otaheitan,  is  very  ill  and  would  like 
to  go  to  England.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  103 

1799  Apl.  12  Informs  B.  that  the  Committee  of  the  Botanic  Garden  are 
very  grateful  for  B.’s  intention  of  sending  out  Spice-plants ;  the  Bread-fruit 
tree  is  easily  propagated  by  suckers;  progress  of  the  cultivation  of  Cloves 
and  of  various  East  India  plants.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  215 

1801  May  16  Sends  a  list  of  the  plants  which  will  be  delivered  to  B.  by 
Moffat ;  he  wishes  to  retire  and  desires  that  a  successor  may  be  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  Botanic  Garden,  and  will  give  him  every  assistance; 
Bread-fruit  is  now  fully  acclimatized,  but  the  Clove-trees  have  died;  he  is 
anxious  to  rear  Nutmeg.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  248 

WILKES,  John  (1727-1797).  Politician 

1.  Soho  Square  1785  July  18  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  gift  of  his  edition  de  luxe  of 

Catullus.  Nichols ,  L.A.  9.  466 

2.  Soho  Square  1790  June  6  #  Informs  him  that  the  University  of  Gottingen  much 

desires  his  editions  of  the  classics  for  its  library,  and  would  be  grateful  if 
he  feels  disposed  to  present  them.  [Nichols,  L.A.  9.  470.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  30874.  24 
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WILKINS,  Sir  Charles,  F.R.S.  (1749-1836).  Orientalist 

1.  Hawkhurst  1794  Dec.  2  He  has  devised  an  expeditious  and  secret  mode  of  sending 

messages  by  telegraph,  the  chief  advantages  of  which  are  precision,  secrecy 
and  dispatch ;  the  machines  for  executing  this  plan  are  simple,  and  workmen 
and  materials  can  be  found  in  every  village;  their  use  can  be  learned  in 
a  quarter  of  an  hour;  the  signals  are  simple  and  few  and  cannot  be  read 
by  any  but  the  correspondents;  the  correspondence  can  be  carried  on 
without  a  decipherer;  he  is  ambitious  to  become  King’s  Telegrapher;  he 
does  not  know  how  to  approach  Government,  nor  whether  encouragement 
would  be  given;  if  Government  had  any  intention  of  adopting  such  a  plan, 
B.  would  be  the  first  person  they  would  consult.  [ See  Pitt,  William, 
No.  2.]  D.T.C.  9.  130-131 

2.  Wimpole  1805  May  15  Has  examined  the  curious  articles  placed  in  his  hands  by 

Street  B.,  but  has  not  yet  been  able  to  lay  them  before  the  Directors  [of  H.E.I. 

Co.] ;  the  book  is  a  treatise  on  Metaphysics  which  promises  to  reveal  the 
notions  of  the  Indians  on  Matter  and  Spirit;  it  also  reveals  the  nature  of 
their  gods  and  what  they  mean  to  represent  by  Brahma,  Vishnu,  Siva,  etc. ; 
the  thread  is  wonderfully  fine,  each  thread  is  composed  of  three  strands 
twisted  together;  if,  according  to  B.’s  statement  1  lb.  of  the  finest  specimen 
would  measure  120  miles  in  its  threefold  state,  and  the  separate  strands 
360  miles,  the  specimen  of  Dacca  thread  he  gave  B.  some  years  ago  was 
only  a  single  strand,  and  1  lb.  of  it  would  measure  115  miles. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  303 
D.T.C.  16.  10-11 


WILKINS,  William  (1778-1839).  Architect 

1.  Cambridge  1798  Mar.  13  Sends  drawings  and  his  observations  on  a  church  “of 

Saxon  workmanship”  at  Melburne  in  Derbyshire,  and  if  B.  thinks  they 
would  be  acceptable,  asks  him  to  present  them  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
[The  church  of  Melburne  is  not  Saxon,  but  Early  Norman.] 

D.T.C.  10  (2).  249 

2.  Cambridge  1798  Mar.  19  Thanks  B.  for  his  letter  and  comments  on  Melburne 

Church;  he  considers  the  two  “steeples,”  mentioned  by  B.  as  placed  over 
the  portico,  of  more  recent  date;  he  knows  of  no  ancient  church  with 
transepts  and  considers  they  were  added  after  the  Conquest ;  he  considers 
the  apsidal  chapels  behind  the  high  altar  in  all  churches  to  be  later  additions. 
[Wilkins  was  in  1798  an  undergraduate,  20  years  of  age;  he  afterwards 
executed  much  work  in  Cambridge  and  was  the  architect  of  University 
Coll,  and  the  National  Gallery,  London.]  D.T.C.  10  (2).  255-257 

WILKINSON,  A. 

1.  London  1767  Dec.  18  Reports  that  Palliser  took  on  board  the  Guernsey  the  cask 
of  curiosities  left  by  B.  in  Niger ,  and  that  he  has  procured  some  native 
dresses,  etc. ;  a  canoe  was  obtained  and  sent  home  in  the  Grenville,  but  it 
was  washed  overboard  and  he  does  not  know  if  it  was  recovered;  gives 
news  of  B.’s  shipmates  [in  Niger,  on  the  Labrador  and  Newfoundland 
expedition].  Kew:  B.C.  1.  15 

WILKINSON,  Stephen 

1.  Great  Udale  1790  Feb.  5  Offers  himself  in  the  character  of  a  hermit  [to  live  in  a  cave 
in  Revesby  Park],  Hill  Coll.  2.  26 

871 


WILLARD,  Rev.  Joseph  (1738-1804).  President  of  Harvard  College;  and  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

1.  Harvard  1788  Nov.  19  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
University  American  Academy  of  Art  and  Science;  the  Society  is  grateful  to  R.S.  for 
sending  Phil.  Trans,  and  encloses  official  letter  of  thanks  requesting  B.  to 
deliver  it  to  R.S.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  253 


WILL  DENOW,  Carl  Ludwig  (1765-1812).  Botanist 


Berlin 


[Berlin] 


3.  Berlin 


Berlin 


Berlin 


6.  Berlin 


1790  Sept.  28  Is  sending  B.  some  botanical  books  including  his  own 
edition  of  the  Philosophia  Botanica  of  Linnaeus.  [Latin.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  357 
1792  Sept.  27  Thanks  B.  for  his  gift,  “regal  as  ever”,  of  seeds,  and 
particularly  those  of  New  Holland;  is  especially  pleased  with  Banksia. 
[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  103 

1794  Sept.  27  Is  sending  B.  his  Phytographia ;  reports  that  he  has  been 
made  a  professional  member  of  the  Berlin  Academy;  wishes  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  Kaempfer’s  leones.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  412 

1797  June  24  Sends  B.  the  first  part  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Species 
Plantarum  edited  by  himself;  is  in  need  of  Kaempfer’s  leones  and  other 
books.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  130 

1799  Mar.  23  Is  sending  B.  the  third  part  of  the  Species  Plantarum,  the 
fourth  is  in  the  press;  in  working  out  this  book,  of  all  classes  the  most 
difficult  was  the  last,  the  Cryptogamia;  he  regrets  he  has  so  few  species  of 
exotic  Ferns,  Mosses,  Algae,  etc.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  131 
1802  Aug.  13  Requests  B.  to  send  some  seeds  of  New  Holland  plants, 
particularly  of  Banksia,  for  the  Botanic  Garden  of  the  Berlin  Academy  of 
Sciences;  he  expects  the  first  fasciculus  of  his  Hortus  Berolinensis  will 
appear  about  April,  1803.  [Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  330 


WILLIAMS,  Edward  (d.  1798).  Lieut. -Col.,  Royal  Artillery 

1.  London  1795  June  13  Having  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  B.  the  manuscript 

account  of  the  Trigonometrical  Survey  from  its  commencement  in  1791, 
informs  him  that  agreeably  to  the  intention  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  he  is 
directed  to  say  that  the  Master-General  and  Board  of  Ordnance  propose 
to  pay  for  500  copies  of  the  work,  for  the  use  of  the  Ordnance  Dept.,  the 
plates  also  to  be  engraved  at  the  cost  of  the  Board.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  50 

WILLIAMS,  John 

1.  Margam  1763  Dec.  16  Sends  specimens  of  the  wood,  bark,  cones,  etc.,  of  various 

trees;  remarks  on  shells  and  Belemnites  found  in  the  district. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  28 


WILLIAMS,  Rev.  John  (d.  1817).  Rector  of  Miningsby,  Lines. 

1.  Horncastle  1788  Feb.  4  Thanks  B.  for  his  mediation  in  the  dispute  as  to  tithes  [with 

the  Bishop  of  Bangor;  see  Warren,  John] ;  and  gives  B.  full  liberty  to  act 
as  he  thinks  best;  gives  full  details  of  the  valuation  of  the  land,  tithes,  etc., 
on  which  his  claim  is  based;  is  most  anxious  to  reach  a  fair  settlement 
without  litigation.  Hill  Coll.  4.  34 

2.  Horncastle  1788  Feb.  14  Apologizes  for  having  given  B.  incorrect  information;  has 

seen  Clitherow  ( q.v .)  about  sending  the  Chancery  Decree  to  B. 

Hill  Coll.  4.  35 
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3.  Horncastle  1788  Apl.  21  Gives  further  information  on  the  tithe  question;  the  Bishop 

of  Bangor’s  offer;  the  bishop’s  steward  has  given  notice  to  the  parishioners 
not  to  pay  any  demands  for  tithe  he  may  make ;  is  quite  satisfied  to  leave 
all  in  the  hands  of  B.  Hill  Coll.  4.  42 

4.  Horncastle  1788  July  14  Thanks  B.  for  sending  him  copies  of  his  letter  and  the 

bishop’s  reply;  finds  inconsistency  in  the  bishop’s  statements;  he  has  held 
Miningsby  for  two  years  without  receiving  a  penny ;  is  informed  that  if  a 
suit  is  decided  on,  the  bishop  could  by  procrastination  delay  it  several 
years  longer;  in  order  to  avoid  the  costs  of  litigation  he  is  prepared,  under 
protest,  to  accept  the  bishop’s  offer.  [With  note  by  B.  that  he  declined 
further  interference,  knowing  that  the  bishop  would  not  increase  his  offer 
or  take  any  alternative  but  a  suit.]  Hill  Coll.  4.  47 

5.  [Soho  Square  1788]  —  #  Summary  by  B.  of  the  letters  between  Williams  and  the 

Bishop  of  Bangor.  Hill  Coll.  4.  49 

WILLIAMS,  J. 

1.  Llanfair,  1774  July  18  Sends  specimens  of  Cistus  guttatus,  also  an  Oenanthe 

Conway  discovered  by  Lightfoot.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  46 

WILLIAMS,  J.  C. 

1.  Duke  St.,  1803  Jan.  29  Sends  a  specimen  of  the  gum  of  Butea  frondosa ;  he  has  a 

Portland  Place  large  quantity  of  it  which  he  offers  if  it  is  of  use  to  B.  Kezv:  B.C.  2.  272 


WILLIAMS,  J.  N.  Director,  Sierra  Leone  Company 

1.  Sierra  Leone  1795  Feb.  7  Sends  a  letter  describing  the  French  raid  on  the  settlement 
House,  at  Sierra  Leone;  refers  especially  to  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  plant- 

London  hutch  presented  by  the  King,  and  the  death  of  the  man  in  charge  of  it. 

[See  Afzelius,  Adam,  Nos.  9,  10.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  3 


WILLIAMS,  Richard.  Attorney-at-Law 

1.  Lincoln’s  Inn  1811  Aug.  26  Encloses  copy  of  Agreement  between  John  Freeman  and 
the  Surveyor  of  Highways  at  Haltham,  whereby  Freeman,  formerly  a 
tenant  of  the  Champion  (Dymoke)  becomes  tenant  of  the  parish;  the 
agreement  is  countersigned  by  John  Parkinson,  B.’s  Steward,  as  approved; 
angry  protest  at  the  conduct  of  P.  and  demand  that  he  should  be  repri¬ 


manded. 

2.  Lincoln’s  Inn  1811  Aug.  26 


3.  Soho  Square  1811  Aug.  28  * 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  53-54 
Encloses  copy  of  letter  from  Dymoke  on  same  subject. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  56 
Is  not  used  to  receiving  letters  couched  in  such  language 
as  W.  and  Dymoke  have  used,  and  will  not  be  moved  by  it;  declines  to 
disavow  his  Steward’s  conduct  without  full  investigation ;  Dymoke  believes 
the  land  to  be  his,  but  general  opinion  is  that  it  belongs  to  the  parish,  in 
consequence  of  the  Inclosure  Award;  if  he  is  convinced  to  the  contrary, 
will  withdraw  future  interference,  but  until  then  he  has  a  right  to  support 
the  parish  in  which  he  is  a  proprietor.  [See  Parkinson,  John,  No.  22.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  56  vo. 

4.  Lincoln’s  Inn  1811  Sept.  11  He  and  Dymoke  admit  that  the  wasteland  was  awarded  to 
the  Surveyor  of  the  parish,  and  D.  was  compensated,  but  claims  that  the 
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land  on  which  the  house  and  garden  are  situated  is  not  part  of  the  waste ; 
therefore  at  the  instigation  of  B.’s  steward,  the  Surveyor  has  granted  a 
lease  of  land  which  does  not  belong  to  him ;  hopes  that  B.  will  satisfy  himself 
and  disavow  the  conduct  of  his  steward.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  61-62 

1811  Sept.  30  *  Thinks  himself  unhandsomely  treated  by  the  menacing 
tone  Dymoke  has  adopted,  which  caused  him  to  enter  on  the  business  thus 
forced  upon  him ;  as  Lessee  of  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  Lord  of  the  Soke  of 
Horncastle,  B.  has  concurrent  if  not  superior  rights,  etc.,  in  the  manor  of 
Haltham;  questions  the  advisability  of  D.’s  continuing  to  compel  the  poor 
labourer  who  built  the  cottage  to  pay  the  rent  demanded  without  B.’s 
concurrence  and  consent.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  71 

6.  Lincoln’s  Inn  181 1  Oct.  22  Acknowledges  B.’s  letter  of  30th  Sept,  which  he  takes  to  be 

a  condemnation  of  his  steward’s  conduct ;  Dymoke  will  resist  any  attempt 
to  dispossess  him  of  what  he  claims  to  be  his  rights  and  will  enforce  pay¬ 
ment  of  rent.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  73 

7.  [Revesby  1811  Oct.  26*  Is  surprised  that  W.  continues  to  blame  B.’s  steward 

Abbey]  when  his  action  was  enforced  by  Dymoke’s  abandoning  his  claim  to  the 

land,  a  claim  he  has  since  reassumed;  the  high  rent  demanded  from  the 
tenant  has  decided  him  (B.)  to  lay  the  case  before  Counsel  and  he  will 
proceed  in  accordance  with  his  advice.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  73  vo. 

WILLIAMS,  Samuel 

1.  Cambridge,  1788  May  10  Sends  observations  and  conjectures  to  explain  the  phe- 
New  England  nomenon  of  Aurora  Borealis  for  submission  to  R.S.,  and  a  similar  paper 

on  the  atmosphere  and  tail  of  a  comet.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  254 

2.  Rutland,  1789  Sept.  16  Returns  thanks  for  letter  and  for  the  favourable  opinion 

Vermont  on  the  treatise  sent  for  R.S.;  promises  a  further  paper  on  the  same 

subject;  since  writing  last  year,  has  resigned  his  office  at  Cambridge,  as  he 
prefers  to  live  under  the  British  flag;  is  helping  to  found  a  University 
in  the  State  of  Vermont  and  would  like  to  obtain  Phil.  Trans,  for  it;  in 
return,  offers  observations  and  information  from  “this  unobserved  part 
of  America”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  358 

WILLIAMS,  Thomas 

1.  —  - He  complains  of  the  indifference  with  which  he  has  been  treated 

and  that  when  he  has  called  upon  B.  he  has  had  no  sight  of  him;  “in  the 
awful  presence  before  whose  throne  Heaven  and  Earth  flee  away”,  he 
charges  him  to  see  that  this  matter  of  his  is  established  in  the  world.  [The 
matter  concerns  the  length  of  a  pendulum  for  a  clock  to  keep  perfect  time 
in  all  latitudes,  and  is  embodied  in  a  lengthy  memorandum.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  3.  29 


3.  [Revesby 
Abbey] 


WILLICH,  Charles  Madinger.  Stockbroker 

1.  Finch  Lane,  1817  Aug.  13  Sends  particulars  of  a  Russian  loan  at  a  high  rate  of 
Cornhill  interest,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  redeem  the  rouble  Banknotes  in 

circulation  which  will  be  publicly  burnt  and  the  value  of  the  rouble 
restored;  highly  recommends  this  to  investors. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  123-124 


WILLIS,  Thomas 

i.  Hermitage  1785  Apl.  15  Describes  a  method  of  coating  stone  retorts  to  prevent  them 

from  breaking.  R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  8.  165 

WILLOUGHBY,  C. 

1.  Berners  [1802  Apl.  —  ]  Informs  B.  that  he  will  attend  the  meeting  to  consider 

Street  a  memorial  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  2.  17 

WILMOT,  John  Eardley  (1750-1815).  Barrister  and  Politician 

1.  Bedford  Row  1793  Mar.  15  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  attend  any  of  the  Committees  of 

the  House  of  Commons  owing  to  his  engagements  in  Chancery;  he  has 
even  had  to  forego  Committees  in  which  his  constituents  are  interested; 
when  the  business  in  Chancery  is  finished  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  he  will  be 
able  to  attend ;  he  is  particularly  anxious  to  attend  for  the  Bill  [in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Mudge’s  Petition  (See  Cameron ,  235-241)]  not  only  on  account 
of  B.’s  request,  but  because  he  believes  it  is  an  attempt  to  take  the  matter 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Longitude,  in  whom  the  Legislature  has 
vested  it,  and  is  creating  a  very  ill  example  by  inducing  unsuccessful 
competitors  to  look  for  rewards  from  those  who  are  not  competent  to 
judge.  D.T.C.  8.  177-178 

2.  Soho  Square  1793  Mar.  17  *  On  the  question  of  Mudge’s  Petition,  he  finds  himself  so 

outnumbered  by  those  who  consider  giving  away  public  money  as  a  good- 
natured  act,  that  he  has  decided  not  to  solicit  the  attendance  of  his  friends 
but  to  rely  on  a  printed  statement  as  a  defence  of  the  Board  of  Longitude 
and  a  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  House ;  explains  the  procedure 
for  the  proposal  of  candidates  for  R.S.,  and  his  attitude  as  President;  in 
the  case  of  [John  Far]  Abbot,  there  were  certain  irregularities,  but  these 
will  not  prejudice  the  proper  course  of  his  case.  [He  was  elected  20th  June 
1793.]  D.T.C.  8.  179-181 

WINDER,  Ann.  Wife  of  Joseph  Winder  of  Vaynol  Park 

1.  Soho  Square  1819  May  5  *  As  a  sufferer  from  gout  he  is  most  ready  to  give  informa¬ 
tion  that  may  tend  to  relieve  other  sufferers;  he  is  convinced  that  the 
French  “Eau  medicinale”  and  Vinum  colchici  are  identical;  he  has  for 
two  years  taken  60  drops  as  a  dose  and  the  effects  of  both  are  exactly  the 
same;  as  the  medicine  may  disturb  the  stomach,  he  allows  48  hours  to 
elapse  between  each  dose;  the  Vinum  colchici  is  prepared  by  Fisher  of 
Conduit  Street,  from  whom  it  can  be  obtained.  R.  Coll.  Physicians 

WINDHAM,  William  (1750-1810).  Politician 

1.  Hill  Street  [1788]  May  3  The  newspapers  have  reported  him  as  having  treated  with 

ridicule  an  opinion  of  B.  on  the  Wool  Bill;  he  assures  B.  that  although  he 
contradicted  that  opinion  in  his  speech,  he  did  not  do  so  in  the  manner 
reported;  Charles  Greville,  who  sat  near  him  during  the  debate,  will 
confirm  this.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37873.  156 

2.  Soho  Square  1788  May  3  #  He  read  the  paragraph  in  the  newspaper  but  was  sure 

that  in  view  of  their  friendship  W.  would  not  have  ill-treated  him  in 
the  manner  suggested;  he  ascribed  the  report  to  “the  usual  mis¬ 
representation  of  the  newspapers’’,  and  he  requires  no  further  testimony; 
the  argument,  however,  does  not  convince  him  that  if  the  mixture  of  wools 
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is  not  better  than  English  wool  alone,  we  can  meet  the  French  manu¬ 
facturers  at  a  greater  advantage  as  all  English  wool  must  be  cheaper,  sed 
quod  volumus  facile  credimus.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37873.  157-158 

3.  [Hill  Street]  1791  Mar.  26  He  regrets  he  is  unable  to  attend  the  consultation  on  the 

monument  to  be  erected  to  Dr.  [Samuel]  Johnson  in  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 

D.T.C.  7.  204 

4.  Soho  Square  1793  Mar.  12  *  He  can  only  impute  the  persistent  advocacy  of  Mudge’s 

claims  by  W.  to  his  giving  credit  to  the  unjust  imputation  that  the  As¬ 
tronomer  Royal  misrepresented  his  case  to  the  Board  of  Longitude;  he 
repeats  that  to  reward  Mudge  can  only  prove  a  discouragement  to  the 
diligence  of  other  watchmakers  who  are  more  successfully  employed  in 
improving  the  construction  of  time-keepers.  [For  an  account  of  the  Mudge 
Petition  with  which  this  and  the  following  letters  deal,  see  Cameron , 
235-241.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  1 17 

5.  Hill  Street  1793  Mar.  14  He  denies  that  in  seeking  to  reward  Mudge  he  implies 

any  reflection  upon  the  Board  of  Longitude ;  he  hopes  that  this  difference 
of  opinion  will  not  affect  the  ancient  friendship  between  them,  as  there  is 
no  man  more  ready  than  himself  to  do  justice  to  the  rights  of  his  adver¬ 
saries.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  121 

6.  Soho  Square  1793  Mar.  15  *  Is  obliged  for  W.’s  disclaimer  of  contradicting  the  judge¬ 

ment  of  the  Board  of  Longitude,  but  in  his  opinion  the  action  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  interfering  with  the  jurisdiction  they  gave  to  the  Board,  under 
which  £ 500  has  already  been  awarded  to  Mudge,  is  clearly  a  reflection  on 
the  Board  and  a  resumption  by  Parliament  of  the  powers  they  have  given 
it ;  regrets  that  the  Committee  is  ‘  close  ’  and  meets  so  late,  as  Sir  George 
Shuckburgh  informs  him,  as  it  will  disappoint  the  friends  he  has  asked  to 
come,  not  to  oppose  the  Bill  at  this  stage,  but  to  convince  themselves  that 
B.  is  right  in  his  opinion  that  the  Petition  which  reflects  on  the  merit  of 
other  instrument-makers  is  founded  on  manifestly  false  statements. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37854.  43-44 
R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  122 

7.  Soho  Square  1793  Mar.  17  *  He  knows  that  W.  respects  all  rights  except  perhaps  the 

rights  of  those  whose  watches  work  better  than  Mudge’s  ever  did;  if  the 
Committee  recommends  the  award,  he  claims  that  a  reasonable  time  must 
be  allowed  to  him  to  collect  his  supporters  before  the  vote  on  the  report 
is  taken.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  125 

8.  Soho  Square  1793  Mar.  18  #  Being  of  opinion  that  neither  W.  nor  the  rest  of  Mudge’s 

friends  are  aware  of  the  pretensions  of  other  makers,  he  has  drawn  up  the 
statement  enclosed  which  he  means  to  circulate  to  the  members  on  the  day 
the  report  is  to  be  received,  but  in  candour  he  now  sends  a  copy  to  W. ; 
he  does  not  mean  to  combat  Mudge’s  claims  on  any  other  ground  than  the 
defence  of  the  decisions  already  made  by  the  Board  of  Longitude. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  37854.  47 
R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  126 

9.  Soho  Square  1793  Apl.  20  *  He  restates  the  issue  between  the  Board  of  Longitude 

and  the  House  of  Commons,  which  is  whether  the  latter  will  grant  a 
reward  to  inferior  merit  and  thereby  supersede  the  jurisdiction  solemnly 
given  by  them  to  the  Board ;  he  feels  that  by  circulating  the  printed  paper, 
he  has  done  his  duty  in  laying  the  true  facts  and  the  names  of  those  who 
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constitute  the  Board  of  Longitude  before  the  Members  of  the  House;  if 
Parliament  grants  the  award  to  Mudge  he  will  consider  the  Board 
humiliated  and  will  ever  after  look  upon  its  decisions  as  liable  to  be  re¬ 
versed  by  an  incompetent  tribunal.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37854.  50-51 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  128 

10.  Soho  Square  1793  May  6  *  He  understands  that  the  Mudge  Committee  is  to  meet  and 

asks  to  be  informed  of  the  time,  in  order  that  he  may  bring  the  necessary 
witnesses  who  can  give  an  account  of  the  comparative  merits  of  Mudge’s 
watch,  “several  parts  of  which  we  suspect  to  be  obsolete,  and  already 
proved  by  experiment  to  be  injurious  to  the  due  performance  of  a 
Chronometer”.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  37854.  68 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  107 

11.  [Hill  Street  1793  May  7]  He  proposes  to  defer  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee 

on  the  Mudge  Petition  until  Wednesday  [8th  May],  and  on  that  day  he 
thinks  it  best  to  talk  over  the  matter  informally  without  calling  any  persons 
to  give  evidence.  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  105 

12.  Soho  Square  1793  June  8  *  As  evidence  in  the  Mudge  case  has  been  closed  with  the 

paper  handed  in  by  the  Astronomer  Royal,  in  which  some  errors  in 
Graham’s  calculations  are  corrected,  he  now  only  desires  to  know  whether 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  will  be  printed;  as  his  motive  is  the  desire 
to  vindicate  the  Board  of  Longitude  from  the  charge  of  having  misjudged 
the  case  and  the  members  of  it  from  reflections  on  their  character,  he 
considers  that  the  minutes  of  evidence  should  be  printed  by  order  of  the 
House;  he  relies  on  W.’s  principle  of  respecting  the  rights  of  adversaries 
[see  above,  No.  5]  will  induce  him  to  move  for  the  printing,  but  if  he 
declines,  B.  requests  timely  notice  of  the  day  on  which  the  report  is 
made,  so  that  he  may  call  together  his  friends  to  give  as  much  countenance 
as  possible  to  a  defeat  which  he  considers  unavoidable. 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  37854.  72-73 

13.  War  Office  1795  Feb.  19  He  gives  an  assurance  that  no  fees  have  been  allowed  to  be 

taken  at  any  of  the  Public  Offices  on  Commissions  to  Volunteers ;  the  only 
demand  is  the  payment  of  stamp-duty.  Lindsey.  11.  3.  2 

14.  Soho  Square  1795  Feb.  20  #  He  rejoices  to  hear  that  the  Public  Offices  have  at  last 

resolved  to  issue  Commissions  to  Volunteers  without  fees;  he  informs  him 
that  nevertheless  a  sum  equal  to  about  one  half  the  fees  of  the  Lincolnshire 
Commissions  was  demanded  and  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Defence 
Subscription  on  account  of  fees.  Lindsey.  11.  3.  2A 


WINDISCH-GRATZ,  Josef  Niklas,  Graf  von  (1744-1802) 

1.  Brussels  1785  May  10  Describes  a  competition,  an  account  of  which  has  been 
published  in  German  in  Vienna  and  in  Latin  in  London,  the  results  of 
which  are  intended  to  be  judged  by  R.S.,  and  the  Academies  of  Science  of 
Paris  and  Berlin ;  the  French  have  agreed,  and  he  hopes  R.S.  will  also,  and  he 
will  pay  each  society  50  gold  louis  [this  wordy  letter  gives  little  information 
on  the  competition,  save  that  it  relates  to  jurisprudence,  logic  and  geo¬ 
metry] ;  the  conditions  of  the  competition  will  be  published  in  French 
when  he  hears  the  decision  of  R.S.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  191-193 
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2.  [Soho  1785  June  2  *  The  R.S.,  after  careful  consideration,  must  decline  to 

Square]  assist  in  awarding  the  valuable  prize  he  offers;  the  purposes  of  the  com¬ 

petition  are  outside  the  Society’s  scope;  explains  the  difference  in  constitu¬ 
tion  and  functions  between  R.S.  and  the  national  Academies  of  Paris  and 
Berlin.  [Pub.  in  Edw.  Smith ,  83-85.]  Kew:  B.C.  3.  3 

D.T.C.  4.  32-34 

WINTERL,  Jacob  Joseph  (1732-1809).  Chemist 

1.  Budapest  1 79 8  Dec.  10  Describes  his  experiments  and  chemical  research,  and 

enquires  whether  the  account  of  them  could  be  printed  in  Phil.  Trans. 
[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  132-134 

WINTHROP,  Jonathan 

1.  Newton  1793  Sept.  4  Sends  drawing,  with  description  and  measurements  (length 
Bushel,  6  ft.  7  in.)  of  “an  amphibious  Turbotine  Sword  Fish”  caught  in  Torbay 

Devon  by  A.  W.  H.  Stone  of  H.M.S.  Hannibal-,  offers  the  description  to  R.S.; 

intends  to  come  to  London  and  bring  the  specimen  for  examination. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  7  A 

WISEMAN,  William.  Lincolnshire  Farmer 

1.  Spalding  1808  July  5  More  than  a  year  ago  a  demand  was  made  upon  him  and 
others  by  the  Governors  of  Oakham  and  Uppingham  School  in  respect 
of  the  tithe-free  land  they  hold  as  tenants  of  B. ;  they  consulted  Mr. 
Foster,  attorney  of  Spalding,  who  undertook  to  consult  B.,  and  it  was 
supposed  the  matter  had  been  settled;  he  has  now  been  visited  by  the 
Sheriff’s  Officer  with  a  warrant  for  his  arrest,  and  has  had  to  come  to 
Spalding  to  give  bail;  asks  for  B.’s  instructions. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  45-46 


WISSETT,  Robert,  F.R.S.  (d.  1820).  Secretary,  Warehouses  Committee,  H.E.I.  Co 
See  East  India  Company,  Nos.  4,  10,  15,  26,  33. 


WITHERING,  William,  M.D 
1.  Birmingham  1787  Oct.  5 


2. 


F.R.S.  (1741-1799).  Physician  and  Naturalist 
Sends  a  present  of  books  [Botanical  Arrangement  of  British 
Plants ]  for  B.  and  for  R.S. ;  it  was  the  inspection  of  B.’s  British  Herbarium 
when  deposited  many  years  ago  in  the  house  of  their  friend  [John] 
Sneyd  ( q.v .)  at  Bishton  that  first  determined  him  to  take  up  the  pursuit  of 
Botany.  D.T.C.  5.  269 

Edgbaston  1797  Oct.  31  While  in  Portugal  in  1792,  he  met  Mr.  Stevens,  the 
proprietor  of  a  great  glass  manufactory  there ;  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Government  and  unrestricted  by  the  taxes  of  excise,  he  made  experiments 
on  the  cheapest  and  best  methods  of  production;  he  has  produced  a  “tough 
glass”  which  will  withstand  extremes  of  temperature;  a  tumbler  had 
boiling  water  poured  into  it  without  cracking,  and  a  lamp-glass,  heated  by 
the  flame  of  the  lamp,  was  plunged  into  cold  water  and  withstood  the 
shock;  he  requested  Stevens  to  make  some  chemical  apparatus  of  this 
glass;  Watt  has  made  similar  experiments  with  it.  [See  Watt,  James, 
No.  7.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  204-205 

3.  [Soho  1797  Dec.  23  *  Discusses  Mr.  Gough’s  paper  on  the  Kendal  caves  and 

Square]  also  Mr.  Stevens’s  glasses.  Sotheby,  June  25-27,  1956,  781 
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Withering,  William,  continued 

4.  Soho  Square  1798  May  18  *  B.  reports  that  Mr.  Stevens’s  glasses  have  not  yet  come 
to  hand.  Sotheby,  June  25-27,  1956,  781 

WITHERS,  Joseph.  Nurseryman 

1.  Newark  1805  Aug.  15  He  has  planted  Larch  extensively  from  seed  from  cones 

and  has  raised  several  million  plants ;  has  also  grown  Birch  and  Alder  from 
seed  and  can  supply  any  quantity;  was  formerly  at  Grantley  and  Horn- 
castle.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  315-316 

WO  IDE,  Rev.  Charles  Godfrey,  F.R.S.  (1725-1790).  Oriental  Scholar 

1 .  [London  1780  — ]  Draft  in  Latin  of  a  reply  to  be  signed  by  B.  to  Freiherr  Friedrich 

August  Zorn  von  Plobsheim  ( q.v .).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  48710.  41-42 

WOLFF,  Georg  (1736-1828).  Danish  Consul  in  London 

1.  America  1790  July  1  Encloses  translation  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  C.  C.  Lous 

Square  of  Copenhagen  {q.v.)  and  asks  that  B.’s  opinion  of  the  quadrant  submitted 

may  be  sent  to  him.  [The  letter  enclosed  complains  that  he  has  heard 
nothing  from  the  Board  of  Longitude  concerning  his  instrument,  which 
he  considers  to  be  superior  to  all  others.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  73  a.  b 

WOLLASTON,  William  Hyde,  F.R.S.  (1766-1828).  Chemist  and  Physicist 

1.  [London]  1817  Dec.  24  Had  intended  to  consult  B.  about  Reeves’s  paper  but  as 

he  wished  it  to  be  returned  to  him  he  has  not  retained  it;  he  does  not 
consider  that  R.S.  as  a  scientific  body  has  any  concern  with  its  subject  [the 
fixation  of  Easter] ;  the  tables  now  in  general  use  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Legislature,  although  the  original  framers  of  them  could  not  by  so  rude  a 
method  of  calculation  predict  the  full  moons  with  astronomical  precision ; 
in  the  next  20  years  half  the  ecclesiastical  full  moons  will  be  false.  [See 
Reeves,  J.,  No.  i.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8968.  64-65 

WOLLEY,  Adam  (d.  1827).  Antiquary 

1.  Soho  Square  1799  Feb.  4  *  Acknowledges  the  horns  and  bones  of  a  Stag  recently 
found  at  Matlock ;  considers  they  belonged  to  an  animal  of  the  same  species 
as  that  described  by  Barker  [Phil.  Trans.  75.  353] ;  the  dimensions  are  much 
greater  than  those  of  the  recent  Red  Deer;  refers  to  a  similar  find  at 
Holkar  [ibid.,  37.  257];  gives  his  view  of  the  natural  selection  which 
increases  or  diminishes  the  size  of  stags,  and  refers  to  the  Moose  Deer  of 
America.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6669.  220-222 

WOOD,  Sir  Mark,  1st  Bart.  (1747-1829).  Colonel,  Bengal  Engineers 

1.  [London]  1802  June  24  [Joint  letter,  signed  also  by  Sir  William  Pulteney.]  The 

writers  request  B.  to  act  as  arbitrator  in  a  dispute  between  them.  [See 
Pulteney,  Sir  William,  Nos.  1,  2.] 

WOOD,  Michael.  Tailor 

1.  Horncastle  1811  Sept.  21  Submits  estimate  for  making  and  supplying  10  cloaks  [for 

the  inmates  of  the  Almshouses  at  Revesby,  founded  by  B.’s  grandfather], 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  64 

2.  Horncastle  1811  Sept.  30  Apologizes  for  the  error  in  his  estimate  and  sends  an 

amended  one.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  43837.  69-70 
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WOOD,  Willoughby  (1728-1807).  Lincolnshire  Landowner 

1.  Thoresby  [1 794]  Mar.  27  Thanks  B.  for  his  kind  intentions  in  the  matter  of  the 

canal;  as  his  estate  will  be  little  affected,  is  willing  to  concur  with  those 
who  have  larger  properties;  is  pleased  that  the  meeting  at  the  Thatched 
House  Tavern  [for  a  voluntary  defence  subscription]  gave  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Grand  Jury;  though  in  general  not  approving  of 
county  meetings,  he  thinks  that  in  this  case  one  should  be  held,  otherwise 
subscribers  may  be  lost.  Lindsey.  13.  1.  3 

2.  Thoresby  [1794]  Apl.  12  Is  informed  that  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  in  Lin¬ 

coln  that  no  county  meeting  has  been  called  and  that  it  was  determined 
to  send  a  requisition  to  B.  as  High  Sheriff  to  call  one;  thinks  that  this 
should  be  done,  or  meetings  called  in  the  larger  market  towns  to  collect 
subscriptions.  Lindsey.  13.  1.  12 

3.  [Soho  Square  1794  Apl.  14]  *  Replies  in  two  capacities :  as  High  Sheriff,  he  will  always 

be  ready  to  call  a  county  meeting  when  properly  requisitioned,  but  it  is 
not  part  of  his  duty  to  comment  on  the  propriety  of  such  a  meeting;  as  an 
individual,  has  heard  of  no  dissatisfaction  except  among  gentlemen  near 
Lincoln  who  are  interested  in  the  Militia;  considers  that  a  meeting  called 
at  a  time  when  roads  are  almost  impassable  would  cause  disappointment 
through  poor  attendance;  thinks  that  such  a  meeting  would  give  the 
impression  of  lack  of  unanimity  in  the  county  and  would  cause  dissension 
between  those  who  wish  to  expend  the  subscription  in  raising  additional 
companies  of  Militia  and  those  who  favour  volunteers.  Lindsey.  13. 1. 12  vo. 

WOODFORD,  Emperor  John  Alexander  (d.  1817) 

1 .  Queen  Street  1 796  Aug.  1 1  Protests  that  the  collections  [of  Labillardiere  ( q.v.)\  were  not 

a  loan,  but  a  gift  to  him  by  the  Due  d’Harcourt  on  the  part  of  the  King  of 
France  in  recognition  of  his  services  to  the  French  nobility;  comments  on 
B.’s  insistence  on  the  interests  of  science,  and  reminds  him  that  the  draw¬ 
ings  presented  to  him  by  [Gigot]  D’Orcy  from  Sonnerat’s  collections  were 
seized  and  sold  by  the  British  Government ;  nevertheless  he  has  ordered 
the  whole  to  be  handed  over,  except  one  or  two  duplicate  birds. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  74-76 

2.  [Soho  1796]  Aug.  1 5  *  As  the  order  for  restoring  the  collections  was  a  deliberate 

Square  act  of  Government,  he  cannot  discuss  it;  they  were  wrong  in  supposing 

that  they  belonged  to  the  King  of  France;  the  Queen  has  given  up  the 
part  of  the  collection  offered  to  her  and  recognizes  the  justice  of  restoring 
it;  the  whole  therefore  must  be  put  into  his  hands  without  retention  of 
duplicates.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  77 

3.  Queen  Street  1796  Aug.  17  Respectfully  contests  B.’s  statement  that  the  order  for 

restoration  was  a  free  act  of  Government,  but  considers  it  as  a  partial 
decision  provoked  by  B.  himself;  has  however  sent  back  the  whole  with 
the  exception  of  one  duplicate  bird,  which,  if  insisted  on,  must  be  the 
subject  of  a  formal  order  from  Govt,  to  the  Due  d’Harcourt,  whom  he  has 
just  seen  and  who  resents  the  orders  made.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  78-80 


WOODFORD,  John.  London  Agent  for  Boulton  &  Watt 

1.  Soho  Square  1808  May  13  *  Asks  if  the  negotiations  with  Whitbread  and  other 
gentlemen  are  proceeding  relative  to  their  surplus  of  Boulton’s  tokens. 

B.A.O.  <i39> 
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Woodford,  John,  continued 

2.  Soho  Square  1808  June  18  *  Suggests  remedies  for  the  inconvenience  sustained  by 

victuallers  and  brewers  from  the  excess  of  copper  coins. 

B.A.O.  <140) 

3.  London  1809  Feb.  3  Informs  B.  that  a  deputation  of  some  of  the  principal 

Street  brewers  is  to  wait  upon  the  Coin  Committee ;  the  brewers  complain  of  the 

excess  of  copper  coins.  B.A.O.  <141) 

WOODWARD,  Thomas  Jenkinson  (1745-1820).  Botanist 

1.  Bungay  1784  May  7  Thanks  B.  for  returning  his  paper  on  Ly coper don  phal- 

loides\  [James]  Dickson’s  skill  in  writing  and  orthography  are  not  equal  to 
his  sagacity  as  a  botanist ;  he  has  fair-copied  the  whole,  with  some  trifling 
alterations  and  leaves  it  to  B.  to  make  such  further  alterations  as  he  thinks 
fit;  he  considers  the  L.  epidendrum  of  Linnaeus  to  be  congenerous  with 
others  included  in  Fuligo  by  Haller,  though  many  species  of  Lycoperdon 
and  some  of  Clavaria  are  treated  as  of  Sphaeria  by  Dickson;  thanks  B.  for 
the  drawing  of  the  plant ;  is  pleased  to  hear  that  the  dissensions  in  R.S.  are 
drawing  to  a  close.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  160 

D.T.C.  4.  25-26 


WORM  SKI  OLD,  Morten  (1783-1845).  Navigator  and  Botanist 

1.  Freden,  at  1812  June  5  Presumes  that  Prof.  Bugge  has  informed  B.  of  the  writer’s 
Leith  plans  disclosed  in  a  letter  forwarded  by  Borthwick  [of  Messrs.  Corbett  & 

Borthwick  (g.u.)],  but  the  packages  mentioned  in  it  are  detained  in  the  ship 
by  the  Customs  officers ;  owing  to  his  hasty  departure  from  Copenhagen, 
was  unable  to  send  B.  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  Prof.  [J.  W.] 
Hornemann,  his  teacher  in  Botany,  with  whom  he  has  travelled  in  Denmark 
and  Norway  collecting ;  is  now  on  his  way  to  Greenland  where  he  proposes 
to  make  collections  in  Botany,  Zoology  and  Geology  and  to  take  meteoro¬ 
logical  observations  as  soon  as  his  ship  is  released  and  permitted  to 
continue  the  voyage.  [Fre?ich.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  37-38 

WORSLEY,  Sir  Richard,  7th  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1751-1805).  Historian  and  Antiquary 

1.  Soho  Square  1798  June  j*  Returns  thanks  for  his  gift,  “by  far  the  most  Valuable 

present  I  have  ever  Recievd’’ ;  the  Royal  Society  and  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  will  be  equally  grateful  for  the  similar  gifts  W.  intends  to 
offer  them.  [The  gift  referred  to,  though  not  named,  is  the  sumptuous 
privately-printed  work,  in  large  folio  volumes,  describing  and  illustrating 
the  collection  of  sculptures  and  other  antiquities  acquired  by  W.  during 
his  travels  in  Italy,  Greece  and  the  Near  East:  Museum  Worsleyanum, 
1794-1804.]  Worsley  MSS.  31.  3 

2.  Soho  Square  1804  June  29  *  Expresses  his  thanks  for  the  concluding  part  of  his 

magnificent  present  [the  Museum  Worsleyanum],  in  consequence  of  which 
the  Royal  Society’s  copy  and  his  own  have  been  made  up  and  bound ;  in 
his  library  [in  Soho  Square],  the  work  is  frequently  asked  for  by  readers ; 
he  considers  that  there  has  lately  been  an  increased  taste  for  works  of  art,  to 
which  W.’s  well-executed  engravings  have  contributed. 

Worsley  MSS.  31.  81 


56— B.L. 
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WRAXALL,  Nathaniel  (1725-1781).  Bristol  Merchant 

1.  Bayonne  1775001.25  Introduces  the  Abbe  Palassau,  a  good  naturalist,  who  wishes 
to  correspond  with  B. ;  he  has  travelled  in  the  Pyrenees  and  intends  to  visit 
Corsica  and  Sardinia.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  54 


WRAY,  J. 

1.  Albemarle  1809  Feb.  17  Has  left  for  B.  a  sample  of  the  finest  [Hemp]  seed;  expects 
Street  a  cargo  of  it  by  Alert ,  and  of  Linseed  by  Commerce ;  thanks  B.  for  promoting 

his  scheme  with  the  Board  [of  Agriculture  ?] ;  difficulty  in  communicating 
with  France ;  asks  if  the  Minute  of  the  Board  can  be  sent  to  Holland  where 
the  price  is  high,  but  it  is  of  importance  to  obtain  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  290-291 


WRIGHT,  — 

1 .  Soho  Square  —  Mar.  1 8  *  Returns  thanks  for  the  grafts ;  he  will  send  some  of  the 
trees,  if  they  succeed.  Sotheran,  28  Mar.  1956 

WRIGHT,  James 

1.  Dundee  1797  May  22  [Extract  from  a  letter  to  Joseph  Planta.]  He  sends  for  the 

British  Museum  a  proof  specimen  of  what  he  originally  intended  to  circu¬ 
late  as  a  provincial  silver  coin  equivalent  to  a  shilling;  it  is  of  good  silver 
and  highly  finished ;  realizing  that  the  issue  of  silver  coin  is  a  prerogative 
of  the  Crown,  he  decided  to  issue  none  for  circulation,  and  only  6  dozen 
were  struck.  D.T.C.  n.  163 

WRIGHT,  William,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1735-1819).  Physician  and  Botanist 

1.  Edinburgh  1778  Feb.  25  Left  London,  6  Jan.,  arrived  11  Feb.;  “roads  were  toler¬ 

able  and  except  in  Cumberland,  very  little  snow”;  Ramsay  is  very  ill;  his 
salary  in  Jamaica  has  been  settled  at  £300  p.a. ;  wants  100  prints  of  his 
Geoffraea  and  Cinchona  [Phil.  Trans.  67.  504-512];  Henderson,  mer¬ 
chant  in  Milk  Street  will  pay  for  these  and  deposit  the  money  at  R.S. ; 
enquires  about  Ponto  [Ponthieu  ( q.v .)]  and  his  Herbarium  from  the 
Windward  Islands.  D.T.C.  1.  182-183 

2.  Edinburgh  1792  Jan.  24  Informs  B.  that  he  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Royal 

Soc.  of  Edinburgh;  hopes  he  has  received  from  [Alexander]  Anderson 
specimens  from  Barbados  and  Trinidad;  Mr.  Lochhead  has  a  shallop 
fitted  out  for  observations  off  Antigua  and  he  and  Anderson  claim  to  have 
found  new  plants;  offers  to  bid  for  any  books  B.  wants  at  the  library  sale  of 
[William]  Cullen;  reports  on  the  progress  of  the  new  college;  [James] 
Hutton  has  been  very  ill,  but  is  recovering.  Brabourne,  57—58 

3.  Edinburgh  1807  Nov.  29  Introduces  Westi  Petraeus  and  Bjarni  Sivertsen  (qq.v.), 

owners  of  two  ships  lately  captured;  their  ships  and  goods  have  been 
seized  by  Government  and  they  are  in  distress;  a  subscription  has  been 
opened  for  them  in  Edinburgh  and  he  appeals  to  B.  for  help ;  Petraeus  has 
been  21  years  in  Iceland;  encloses  copy  of  paragraph  in  Edinb.  C our  ant 
(f.  267).  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  265 


WURTZ,  — .  Partner  in  Treuttel  &  Wiirtz,  Booksellers 

1.  Paris  i8nFeb.  14  [Postscript  to  the  letter  of  Pierre  Joseph  Redoute  (<?.£>.).]  The 

opportunity  for  sending  a  consignment  of  books  is  largely  due  to  B.’s 
good  offices  for  the  sciences  and  arts.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  1 13 
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Wurtz,  — ,  continued 

2.  Paris  1811  May  2  Thanks  B.  for  all  his  kindness  to  him  when  in  London  from 

October  to  February  last;  he  has  delivered  all  B.’s  letters  to  their  destina¬ 
tions,  but  the  packages  for  Delambre,  Le  Breton  and  others  he  was  not 
allowed  to  take  on  board ;  he  has  now  obtained  authorization  to  bring  them 
into  France ;  he  has  written  to  McLeay  to  expedite  their  dispatch ;  scientific 
books  which  R.S.  may  wish  to  send  to  the  Institut  or  to  Gdttingen  could 
be  added  to  this  consignment;  has  books  to  send  to  England  under  their 
special  licence.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  93 

3.  Paris  1811  July  9  Sends  copy  of  last  letter;  now  has  a  licence  and  the  oppor¬ 

tunity  of  sending  books  to  England;  details  of  the  books  sent,  including 
works  of  Redoute,  Thouin,  Silvestre  de  Sacy,  Denon  and  de  Guignes; 
details  of  the  licence  about  which  letters  have  been  sent  to  MacKinlay 
and  McLeay  of  the  Transport  Office.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8100.  92+94 


WYATT,  Jeffery.  Partner  in  Armstrong  &  Wyatt,  Contractors 

1.  Soho  Square  1803  June  18  *  Fie  has  received  the  bill  for  £430  for  erecting  galleries, 

etc.,  in  Westminster  Abbey  for  the  late  Installation  of  Knights  of  the  Bath; 
as  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  part  of  this  charge  was  paid  by  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  at  the  previous  Installation,  requests  him  to  ascertain  from 
their  accountant  what  proportion  is  paid  by  each  party.  [A  note  is  added 
that  Gell  informs  Wyatt  that  the  Chapter  does  not  pay  any  expenses  in 
Henry  VII  Chapel,  but  only  for  erecting  galleries  in  the  Abbey.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  89 

2.  Harley  Street  1803  June  23  Has  sent  B.’s  note  to  Mr.  Gell,  accountant  to  the  Chapter; 

his  bill  against  the  Chapter  is  £160  for  the  seats,  etc.,  in  the  Abbey;  as  he 
is  pressed  for  money,  he  has  written  to  the  Dean,  who  is  now  at  Wey¬ 
mouth,  and  on  receipt  of  his  reply  will  wait  upon  B. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  90 

3.  Soho  Square  1803  June  23  *  He  has  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the  Dean  and 

Chapter  paid  a  considerable  share  of  the  cost  of  erecting  scaffolding,  etc., 
in  Henry  VII  Chapel  at  the  last  Installation ;  if  Mr.  Gell  will  call  upon  him 
he  will  state  the  reasons  for  this  belief ;  there  will  be  no  delay  in  paying  the 
Knights’  share  of  the  cost  as  soon  as  the  true  amount  is  ascertained. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  90.  (2) 

4.  Avery  Row  [1803  Oct.  7]  Begs  that  the  remainder  of  his  account  may  be  settled 

immediately,  or  at  least  £100,  leaving  the  balance  to  be  decided  between 
the  Knights  and  the  Chapter.  [Note,  “Sir  Jos:  Banks  had  advanced  £150 
to  Mr.  Wyatt  in  part  of  his  Bill.”]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  91 


5.  Soho  Square  1803  Oct.  7  *  When  requesting  the  bill  to  be  made  out  as  it  is  now,  he 

did  not  admit  that  proportions  of  the  Knights  and  the  Chapter  are  agreed ; 
the  proportion  payable  by  the  Knights  will  require  consideration  by  a 
Surveyor  before  it  is  agreed ;  he  therefore  cannot  accede  to  his  request  for 
a  further  payment  on  account.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  91.  (2) 

6.  Avery  Row  1803  Oct.  10  [Dated  Nov.  in  error.]  Informs  him  that  the  Dean  and 

Chapter  have  agreed  to  the  statement  of  account  as  last  delivered  to  B. ; 
he  hopes  now  that  B.  will  pay  on  behalf  of  the  Knights  their  share,  i.e. 
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Wyatt,  Jeffrey,  continued 

£318,  less  ^150  advanced,  viz.  ^168;  he  hopes  that  B.  will  not  deduct  the 


7.  [Soho 

Square] 

charge  of  £28  for  extra  exertions,  etc.,  but  if  it  is  still  insisted  to  submit  it 
to  a  Surveyor,  he  hopes  that  orders  will  be  given  to  the  Surveyor  to 
increase  this  charge  if  he  finds  it  reasonable,  and  not  make  a  deduction 
merely  to  be  paid  out  of  his  (W.’s)  pocket;  he  is  so  distressed  through  lack 
of  funds  that  he  is  unable  to  proceed  with  work  in  hand  and  begs  for  an 
early  settlement.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  92 

1803  Oct.  1 1  *  If  he  had  delivered  the  bill  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  as  a 

proposition  sanctioned  by  B.  he  has  done  so  improperly;  his  object  in  having 
the  bill  so  made  out  was  that  the  Knights  might  see  the  amount  that  the 
present  Dean  and  Chapter  have  demanded  more  than  their  predecessors; 
what  the  Knights  ultimately  agree  to  pay  must  be  judged  by  them  when 
they  are  assembled,  as  they  have  not  authorized  anyone  to  pay  more  than 
their  proportion  by  precedent;  as  to  his  extra  charges,  he  has  made 
sufficient  enquiry  to  satisfy  himself  that  they  have  been  made  at  a  rate  that 
will  bear  a  year’s  credit  at  least.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  6327.  92  vo. 

WYNDHAM,  George  O’Brien,  3rd  Earl  of  Egremont,  F.R.S.  (1751-1837).  Art  Patron  and 
Stockbreeder 


1.  [Petworth 

1802  Apl.  2]  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Duke  of 

Bedford  Memorial  Committee,  but  will  support  the  proposal. 

Wellcome,  67766.  (50) 

2.  Petworth 

1814  Dec.  16  He  received  with  B.’s  letter  a  printed  requisition  for  a 

subscription  from  Sir  John  Sinclair  ( q.v .)  who  made  use  of  his  name  to  B. 
and  of  B.’s  name  to  him,  not  only  without  authority,  but  in  the  teeth  of  a 
direct  refusal  from  both;  considers  Sinclair’s  conduct  something  worse 
than  folly  and  vanity;  he  has  received  a  note  from  Lord  Ossory  stating 
that  he  too  has  had  a  begging  letter  from  Sinclair;  asks  B.  what  action  he 
proposes  to  take,  as  he  wishes  to  act  in  concert  with  him. 

D.T.C.  19.  104-105 

3.  Petworth 

1814  Dec.  20  Sends  B.  copy  of  “a  very  lame  excuse”  he  has  received 

from  Sinclair;  his  letter  to  S.  was  not  as  friendly  as  that  of  B.,  but  there 
was  one  friendly  remark  in  it,  for  he  told  him  that  he  returned  his  printed 
proposals  lest  a  subject  so  discreditable  should  find  its  way  to  the  public 
by  his  (Lord  E.’s)  means;  Sinclair’s  case  is  quite  different  from  that  of 
Fox,  whose  subscription  was  originated  by  his  friends  and  not  by  himself. 

D.T.C.  19.  hi 

YARBOROUGH,  Lord — See  Pelham,  Charles  Anderson 

YONGE,  Sir  George,  5th  Bart.,  K.B.,  F.R.S.  (1731-1812).  Statesman 

1.  Stratford  1786  Jan.  5  Sends  a  letter  from  a  correspondent  in  Dominica;  he  has 


Place 

grown  the  seeds  presented  by  B. ;  one  of  them  has  produced  a  plant  which 
he  describes  in  detail,  and  asks  B.  to  name  it.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  219 

2.  Stratford 
Place 

1786  June  29  Sends  a  report  on  the  Botanic  Garden  of  St.  Vincent  from 

Dr.  [Alexander]  Anderson,  who  states  that  the  plants  grown  from  E. 
India  seeds  are  thriving;  the  Cinnamon  trees  are  in  blossom  and  he  hopes 
to  propagate  them  from  seeds;  many  curious  plants  are  grown  in  private 
gardens  in  Jamaica;  a  Botanic  Garden  is  much  needed  there. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  235 
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Yonge,  Sir  George,  continued 

3.  Stratford  1786  Oct.  11  The  cost  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at  St.  Vincent  exceeds  the 
Place  Treasury  grant,  but  it  will  eventually  be  self-supporting;  asks  B.  to  assure 

Anderson  that  he  (Y.)  will  give  all  possible  assistance;  Anderson  wants  a 
white  man  to  take  charge  of  the  Garden  in  his  absence,  as  negroes  are  not 
reliable.  Kezv:  B.C.  1.  247 


4.  Stratford 
Place 

5.  Stratford 
Place 


6.  Hampton 
Court 


7.  Soho  Square 


8.  Stratford 
Place 

9.  Stratford 
Place 


10.  Boston 


1786  Dec.  5  He  thinks  a  hint  should  be  given  to  Anderson  that  any 

surplus  of  useful  or  medicinal  plants  will  be  bought  by  Government  and 
that  he  may  expect  a  gratuity  for  these.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  254 

1787  Feb.  3  He  sends  a  letter  from  St.  Vincent  which  shows  that 

Bread-fruit  trees  and  other  plants  have  already  arrived  in  the  French 
West  Indies;  the  French  therefore  have  forestalled  our  Government,  while 
it  is  still  deliberating  the  matter.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  258 

1787  Apl.  8  Lord  Cornwallis  [Governor-General  of  India]  with  his  civil, 
political  and  military  dispatches  has  sent  a  botanical  one;  asks  B.  to 
consider  it  immediately  and  discuss  it  with  him.  [B.’s  reply,  dated  15th 
June,  is  addressed  to  Henry  Dundas  ( q.v .),  No.  1.]  Kew:  B.C.  1.  263 

1787  May  15  *  He  is  very  pleased  to  learn  by  the  dispatches  that  Y.’s 
plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  Botanic  Garden  at  Calcutta  has  been 
anticipated  by  the  Governor  and  Council  and  that  his  suggestion  of 
communication  between  that  Garden  and  St.  Vincent  has  been  approved; 
Col.  [Robert]  Kyd  (q.v.),  to  whom  the  execution  of  the  plan  has  been 
entrusted,  shows  that  little  is  known  of  the  productions  of  Bengal;  the 
Dutch  have  explored  the  Malabar  coast  and  the  late  Dr.  Konig  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  Coromandel  coast;  the  French  have  preceded  us  by 
several  years  in  similar  undertakings  as  the  expeditions  from  the  Isle  de 
France  demonstrate;  the  abilities  of  Kyd  in  India  and  Anderson  at  St. 
Vincent  will  ensure  the  success  of  exchanges  between  the  two;  specifies  a 
number  of  plants  and  trees  which  can  be  exchanged,  with  remarks  on  each ; 
offers  his  services  in  the  promotion  and  execution  of  the  undertaking. 

D.T.C.  5.  159-166 

1787  Aug.  27  He  has  read  in  the  newspapers  that  the  ship  [Bounty]  to 
carry  Bread-fruit  to  the  W.  Indies  is  ready,  and  he  wishes  to  see  it ;  he  is 
sending  the  Indian  seeds  to  the  St.  Vincent  Garden.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  281 

1787  Sept.  7  He  has  been  to  Deptford  and  inspected  the  Bounty ;  he 
found  that  Bligh  has  had  no  instructions  and  knows  nothing  of  his  mission, 
nor  of  going  to  the  East  or  West  Indies ;  he  supposes  that  [David]  Nelson 
has  his  own  instructions,  but  the  Captain  of  a  ship  cannot  be  expected  to 
take  his  orders  from  a  gardener;  he  has  given  Bligh  B.’s  report  on  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  dispatches  [No.  7]  and  will  furnish  him  with  copies  of  other 
papers  and  with  the  best  treatises,  and  he  will  “make  him  a  botanist.’’ 
[See  Nepean,  E.,  No.  2.]  D.T.C.  5.  245-246 

1787  Sept.  9  *  Is  alarmed  to  hear  that  Bligh  is  not  sufficiently  instructed 
and  as  he  (B.)  will  be  blamed,  he  has  sent  the  letter  to  Nepean  whom  he 
asked  to  notify  him  if  anything  was  wanting  in  the  instructions  for  the 
Bounty,  in  the  Sec.  of  State’s  office  is  B.’s  original  plan  of  the  voyage  and 
the  instructions  to  Governor  Phillip  when  it  was  proposed  to  send  the 
expedition  from  Botany  Bay;  it  is  incomprehensible  to  him  that  Bligh 
should  say  he  knew  nothing  of  the  East  or  West  Indies,  as  he  had  several 
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long  conversations  with  Bligh  on  the  objects  of  the  voyage  and  gave  him  a 


n.  War  Office 

copy  of  the  original  instructions ;  as  to  Bligh  learning  the  gardener’s  trade, 
he  earnestly  hopes  he  will  not  attempt  it,  as  he  has  seen  so  much  mischief 
done  by  dabblers;  a  Captain  can  never  take  orders  from  a  gardener,  but 
he  can  order  him  to  his  duty  of  planting,  etc.,  as  he  orders  the  boatswain’s 
mate  to  do  his  of  punishing,  but  he  hopes  Bligh  will  never  interfere  in 
directing  the  manner  in  which  a  tree  is  to  be  planted.  [See  Nepean, 
Evan,  No.  2.]  D.T.C.  5.  247-248 

1787  Sept.  14  In  consequence  of  B.’s  letter  he  called  upon  Nepean  and 

has  seen  Bligh  again ;  Bligh  said  his  instructions  had  been  read  to  him,  but 
he  has  never  seen  them;  they  will  be  delivered  forthwith;  he  has  shown 
Bligh  Lord  Cornwallis’s  correspondence  and  B.’s  report,  etc.;  he  has  no 
doubt  that  the  Botanic  Garden  has  now  been  established  under  Col.  Kyd, 
and  plants  will  doubtless  be  prepared  to  put  on  the  ship  [Bounty]-,  he 
understood  the  ship  was  to  touch  at  the  E.  Indies  but  now  finds  he  was 
wrong ;  he  has  therefore  instructed  Bligh  to  call  at  Sumatra  and  leave  there 
the  plants  to  be  forwarded  to  Bengal,  and  take  in  any  he  can  procure;  if  B. 
approves,  orders  will  be  issued  accordingly.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  285 

D.T.C.  5.  259-260 

12.  Escot 

1788  July  16  Regrets  he  is  unable  to  meet  B.  as  appointed  to  select  the 

plants  to  be  sent  to  St.  Vincent;  requests  B.  to  make  the  selection  for  him 
and  has  given  orders  at  the  War  Office  to  carry  out  B.’s  instructions. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  307 

13.  Escot 

1788  Aug.  4  He  has  had  no  recent  botanical  dispatches  from  Lord 

Cornwallis  or  Col.  Kyd,  but  the  last  received  advised  the  sending  of  seeds 
by  the  next  Bengal  ship ;  he  presumes  that  these  are  the  seeds  mentioned 
by  B.  and  is  anxious  that  they  should  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  312 

14.  Stratford 
Place 

1788  Sept.  18  Col.  Bowyer,  who  is  joining  his  regiment  at  St.  Vincent, 

has  offered  to  convey  letters  and  parcels  to  Anderson;  the  French  have 
anticipated  England,  for  advice  has  been  received  that  they  have  already 
taken  to  the  West  Indies  Bread-fruit,  Cinnamon  and  other  species. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  321 

1 5.  War  Office 

1788  Sept.  23  The  Mango  tree  and  other  plants  for  the  West  Indies  will 

be  conveyed  in  H.M.S.  Excellent,  in  which  ship  Col.  Bowyer  is  a  passenger, 
and  he  will  supervise  their  proper  care  on  the  voyage.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  322 

16.  Stratford 
Place 

1790  Aug.  17  He  has  made  an  appointment  with  Aiton  to  inspect  the 

plants  just  arrived  from  India;  after  the  needs  of  St.  Vincent  and  Kew 
have  been  met,  he  will  allow  B.  any  of  the  plants  he  wants. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  17 

17.  Hampton 
Court 

1790  Aug.  20  He  met  Aiton  at  Kew  to  inspect  the  Indian  plants,  but 

was  grievously  disappointed;  there  were  only  four  stumps,  apparently 
dead,  though  attempts  at  revival  will  be  made;  he  is  just  about  to  set  out 
in  the  Galatea  to  reach,  if  possible,  Nootka  Sound.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  18 

18.  Stratford 
Place 

1791  Apl.  18  Sends  the  last  dispatch  and  catalogue  from  Anderson  at  St. 

Vincent;  if  wether  wool  can  be  had  for  £7  12 s.  0 d.  per  pack,  from  12  to  20 
packs  are  wanted  by  his  friends;  he  will  pay  for  them  by  bills  drawn  on 
him.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  40 
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2i.  Stratford 
Place 


continued 

[1796]  Oct.  6  *  He  gathers  from  Y.’s  statement  that  the  suit  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  was  dropped  before  the  papers  were  given  to  Lord 
North ;  if  the  story  he  has  heard  be  true,  the  observations  were  presented 
to  Lord  North  pendente  lite  and  received  by  him  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  rather  than  as  Chancellor  of  Oxford  University;  has  also  heard 
that  Peach  complains  that  he  has  been  ill  used  by  Lord  N.  in  not  fulfilling 
his  promise  of  giving  him  preferment  in  the  Church;  if  these  facts  are  true 
it  appears  that  he  (Y.)  has  represented  matters  in  a  very  different  light 
from  the  real  one.  [See  Lysons,  D.  No.  2.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  76 

1797  Sept.  16  Sends  the  last  letter  and  catalogue  received  from  Anderson 
at  St.  Vincent ;  Gen.  Melville  [who  established  the  Botanic  Garden  at  St. 
Vincent  in  1765]  is  anxious  to  procure  the  award  of  the  gold  medal  of  the 
Society  of  Arts  for  Anderson  [it  was  awarded  in  1802];  he  has  called 
upon  R.  A.  Salisbury  and  inspected  his  garden.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  175 

1797  Sept.  —  He  has  received  the  Barringtonici  from  St.  Helena,  four 
packages  of  which  will  be  sent  to  St.  Vincent  and  the  rest  to  Kew;  the 
King  has  revived  the  idea  of  sending  another  expedition  to  obtain  Bread¬ 
fruit,  and  desires  B.  and  Lord  Chatham  to  be  consulted.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  182 


YORKE,  Charles  Philip,  F.R.S.  (1764-1834).  Politician 

1.  Soho  Square  1819  Nov.  1  *  Sends  by  request  of  Lord  Mountnorris  and  of  Salt,  a 

letter  from  Salt  to  himself  and  another  to  [W.  R.]  Hamilton;  Salt  cancels 
the  valuation  he  placed  upon  his  Egyptian  collection  for  the  British 
Museum.  Halls.  2.  317 

2.  Bonningtons  1819  Nov.  5  He  considers  Salt’s  collection  of  the  highest  interest  and 

value,  and  hopes  that  the  money  will  be  forthcoming  to  purchase  it  for 
the  nation;  “should  the  House  of  Commons  prove  so  tastless  and  supine, 
I  trust  the  Prince  Regent  will  never  suffer  so  great  a  blemish  to  fall  upon 
the  national  honour”.  Halls.  2.  317-319 


YORKE,  Philip,  2nd  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  F.R.S.  (1720-1790).  Politician 

1.  Spring  1782  Aug.  17*  Refers  to  the  meteorological  theories  of  [Giuseppe] 

Grove  Toaldo  ( q.v .)  in  which  he  predicts  regular  cycles  of  wet,  dry,  etc.,  seasons; 

he  hesitates  to  give  an  opinion,  as  the  various  tracts  by  Toaldo  he  has  read 
have  so  prejudiced  him  that  he  is  not  much  inclined  to  believe  in  them. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35619.  253-254 

2.  Soho  Square  [1782  Nov.  ?]  *  Returns  with  thanks  the  book  lent,  from  which  he  has 

learned  new  facts  concerning  mephitism  and  of  [Jean]  Janin  [de  Combe- 
Blanche’s]  unsuccessful  attempts  to  deal  with  it;  sends  the  June  issue  of 
Rozier’s  Journal  containing  a  method  of  destroying  mephitism;  an  article 
has  since  appeared  accusing  [Jean  Franqois  de]  Marcorelle  [Baron 
d’Escale]  of  plagiarism  in  borrowing  the  methods  of  eminent  chemists,  but 
he  considers  M.’s  method  both  efficacious  and  cheap.  [See  Journ.  de 
Physique,  Juin,  1782,  440-446  and  Journ.  de  Paris,  12  Juin,  1782.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35619.  255-256 


3.  Spring  1783  June  30  *  Informs  him  that  Sir  William  Hamilton’s  account  of  the 

Grove  catastrophe  in  Calabria  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  King ;  he  will  call  and 

give  him  all  the  information  he  has  on  the  subject;  Sir  William  Hamilton 
intends  to  come  to  England  in  August.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35620.  255 
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YOUNG,  Arthur, 
i.  [Soho  Square 


2.  Soho  Square 


3.  Soho  Square 


4.  Soho  Square 


5.  Soho  Square 


6.  Soho  Square 


7.  Soho  Square 


8.  Soho  Square 


F.R.S.  (1741-1820).  Agriculturist.  ( See  also  Addenda) 

1787  Jan.  — ]  *  Commends  Young’s  spirited  attack  on  the  monopolizers 
of  Wool  and  his  defence  of  the  growers  in  No.  38  [of  the  Annals  of  Agric. 
7.  1 50—175] ;  he  believes  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  rush  the  Wool 
Bill  through  at  the  end  of  the  session;  he  has  heard  that  Yorkshire  opinion 
is  much  divided,  and  that  a  new  bill  has  been  drawn  up  and  printed  at 
Leeds ;  asks  for  the  names  and  dates  of  the  newspapers  containing  answers 
to  Young’s  first  article  in  No.  36.  [ Annals ,  6.  506.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35126.  367-368 

1788  May  13  *  Returns  corrected  proof  of  his  article,  which,  though 

badly  composed,  he  hopes  is  intelligible;  congratulates  Young  on  being 
burned  in  effigy,  a  convincing  proof  that  his  arguments  are  unanswerable 
by  his  opponents.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35126.  418 

1788  Nov.  6  *  Reports  that  Wool  in  Lincolnshire  is  selling  at  is.  a  tod 
lower  than  last  year  and  that  there  are  few  buyers ;  fears  it  would  be  vain 
to  propose  a  bill  for  the  exportation  of  Woollen  Yarn  unless  the  Yorkshire 
manufacturers  would  consent ;  that  the  yarn  merchants  are  ready  to  agree 
is  due  to  the  decline  of  the  Norwich  trade;  it  is  impossible  for  a  botanist 
to  determine  the  species  of  any  kind  of  grass  unless  he  has  the  fructification, 
but  he  suspects  the  specimen  sent  is  Agrostis  stolonifera,  one  of  the  most 
pernicious  of  the  twitch-grasses.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  3513 1.  550 

1791  Jan.  15  *  He  is  inclined  to  consider  the  White  Melilot  a  distinct 
species,  but  as  most  botanists  think  otherwise,  he  would  not  oppose  their 
opinion  without  having  himself  cultivated  it;  if,  however,  it  is  biennial  or 
triennial,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  declare  it  a  distinct  species;  is  amazed 
that  Y.  should  consider  the  new  Corn  Bill  satisfactory  as  it  is  founded  on 
false  premisses  as  to  the  quantity  grown  and  that  consumed;  legislation 
has  made  Wool  unprofitable,  but  the  sale  of  the  carcasses  makes  up  for  the 
loss ;  it  is  now  proposed  to  make  corn  unprofitable,  and  it  has  no  compar¬ 
able  compensation.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35127.  80-81 

1791  Aug.  7  *  He  has  the  King’s  commands  to  offer  Y.  a  Spanish  true- 

bred  ram  to  cross  with  other  breeds;  its  wool  will  be  improved  in  fibre  if 
the  ram  is  placed  in  a  sheep-walk  where  the  grass  is  short  and  sweet ;  it  is 
in  charge  of  [Ramsay]  Robinson  at  Windsor  and  will  be  delivered  to  Y.’s 
order.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35127.  115-116 

1792  Feb.  13  *  Confirms  the  report  that  the  Forest  of  Dartmoor  is  to  be 

inclosed ;  this  is  being  done  for  patriotic  reasons  and  not  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales;  Y.’s  letter  on  the  subject  will  be  shown  to  H.R.H. 
on  a  proper  opportunity.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35127.  143 

1796  July  4  *  The  King  has  directed  that  a  young  Ram  shall  be  delivered 
to  Y.’s  order  at  Windsor;  it  is  a  teg  of  last  year’s  lambing,  selected  by  B.; 
the  Duke  of  Montrose  is  to  have  the  drape  [i.e.  barren]  ewes  from  H.M. 
Spanish  flock;  the  lambs  bred  by  a  Spanish  ram  in  Scotland  have  proved 
as  hardy  as  the  country  sheep.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35127.  384 

[1798]  Feb.  26  *  Encloses  a  draft  for  £43  for  Mr.  Chevalier,  advanced 
on  account  of  cattle  to  be  bought  by  him  for  B. ;  to  the  benefit  of  former 
purchases  made  by  him  for  B.,  his  “Bailiff,  Cowman  &  dairy  maid  will 
most  Readily  Testify”;  has  been  confined  for  ten  days  by  gout. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35128.  6 
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9.  [Soho  Square  1798—]*  Introduces  Capt.  [William]  Mudge  and  Mr.  [Isaac]  Dalby 
who  are  engaged  in  the  Trigonometrical  Survey  of  England;  they  desire 
to  find  a  suitable  open  site  in  the  West  on  which  to  measure  a  base-line 
to  verify  their  work,  and  B.  is  sure  that  Y.  will  be  able  to  point  out  a 
suitable  locality.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35128.  59 

10.  Revesby  1799  Sept.  1  *  Sends  a  draft  for  £40  in  payment  for  the  cows  bought  for 
Abbey  B. ;  he  will  have  a  man  sent  from  Spring  Grove  to  fetch  them ;  the  business 

of  inclosing  is  proceeding  in  spite  of  the  former  opposition  of  “the  Parson 
and  the  Justice”,  now  dropped;  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  desires  that  chapels 
should  be  built  in  the  [reclaimed]  Fen;  the  meeting  declared  that  as  the 
clergy  have  already  derived  great  benefits  at  the  expense  of  the  laity,  it  is 
their  duty  to  make  provision  for  public  worship  out  of  their  share. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35128.  145-146 
1799  Sept.  1  *  He  had  already  dispatched  the  last  letter;  the  bearer  of 
this  is  his  cowman  who  has  come  from  Spring  Grove  to  fetch  the  cows 
requests  that  he  be  told  the  names  of  the  cows  and  ordered  to  mark  them ; 
so  that  he  should  not  forget.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35128.  147 

[Soho  Square  1800  — ]  #  Invites  him  to  breakfast  as  he  has  a  matter  of  urgency  to 
discuss.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  35128.  234 

13.  Soho  Square  1802  Apl.  14  *  Sends  a  sample  of  Hordeum  hexastichon ;  it  was  brought 

originally  from  Rio  Plata  by  an  American  trader  to  Pennsylvania,  where  its 
cultivation  was  very  satisfactory;  he  thinks  it  probable  that  on  well 
manured  land  it  will  produce  a  full  and  plump  grain. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35128.  437 

14.  Soho  Square  1802  Apl.  18  *  The  grass  sent  to  him  appears  to  be  Agrostis  alba,  but  the 

specimen  is  such  a  bad  one,  he  cannot  be  sure ;  as  the  grasses  are  one  of  the 
most  difficult  classes  to  determine,  it  is  necessary  to  have  good  specimens ; 
gives  directions  for  the  proper  method  of  gathering  and  preserving  them. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35128.  441 

15.  [Soho  1803  May  27  *  The  Committee  [of  the  Royal  Institution]  are  aware  that 

Square]  the  science  of  agricultural  chemistry  is  in  its  infancy;  they  hope  that  Mr. 

[later  Sir  Humphry]  Davy  will  undertake  the  analysis  of  soils ;  they  hope  to 
have  Davy’s  lectures  repeated  at  the  R.  Institution ;  he  considers  that  Davy 
should  be  paid  10  gns.  for  each  lecture  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  that 
he  should  also  have  a  salary  of  £100  a  year  as  Professor  of  Agricultural 
Chemistry,  his  duties  being  to  deliver  lectures  on  the  application  of 
chemistry  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture  and  to  undertake  analyses, 
etc.  de  Beer  Coll.  16 

D.T.C.  14.  86-87 

Soho  Square  1804  Nov.  27  *  Asks  for  references  to  the  best  writers  on  the  subject  of 
Blight  in  Wheat,  and  if  any  of  them  attribute  the  black  spots  on  the  straw 
of  infected  wheat  to  the  presence  of  a  parasitic  plant  growing  thereon. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35129.  175 

[1809]  Aug.  10  *  Is  unwilling  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  controverted 
question  of  Turin  Grass  until  he  has  carefully  examined  many  specimens; 
he  knows  of  no  grass  that  will  thrive  equally  well  on  a  turnpike  road  or  a 
bog,  and  therefore  presumes  that  the  grass  sent  by  [the  Rev.  Dr.  William] 
Richardson  is  new;  sends  a  specimen  just  gathered  in  front  of  Lord 
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16 


17.  Wycombe 
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Carrington’s  house  that  much  resembles  both  the  specimen  sent  by  Y.  and 
that  sent  by  Dr.  Richardson,  it  is  what  botanists  call  Agrostis  polymorpha, 
but  which  he  believes  to  include  several  species;  he  knows  it  as  a  trouble¬ 
some  weed  commonly  called  Black  Twitch. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35130.  291-292 


18.  Soho  Square 


19.  Soho  Square 


20.  Soho  Square 


1809  Nov.  21  *  The  sheep  placed  by  the  King  in  B.’s  hands  for  disposal 
are  not  to  be  sold,  but  are  distributed  to  those  most  likely  to  improve  and 
increase  them;  since  the  auction,  H.M.  has  sold  some  sheep  at  the  average 
sale  price,  about  ^40  a  ewe  and  £50  a  ram;  if  [name  illegible]  wants  any, 
he  must  apply  to  Stamford,  the  King’s  shepherd  at  Kew,  and  if  they  are 
not  yet  sold  they  can  be  had  at  these  prices. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35130.  327 
[1812]  Apl.  4  *  He  does  not  know  the  intentions  of  the  Commissioners 
managing  the  private  property  of  the  King  as  regards  the  sheep ;  as  there 
are  multitudes  of  imported  Merinos  in  England  which  must  be  sold  this 
spring,  unless  there  are  many  buyers  they  will  be  cheap. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35131.  334 
1812  Apl.  25  *  He  desires  to  procure  some  copies  of  the  plan  of  the 
Lincolnshire  Drainage  published  in  Y.’s  Report  on  that  county;  enquires 
where  the  plate  is  and  presumes  that  prints  may  be  made  from  it. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  35 13 1 .  349 


YOUNG,  George  (fl.  1766-1818).  Physician 

1.  Kingstown,  1817  Nov.  1  Describes  at  length  the  strange  conduct  of  George  Caley 
St.  Vincent  (q-v.)  on  the  voyage  and  since  his  arrival  in  St.  Vincent ;  C.  has  been 
uncivil  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  the  Botanic  Garden  and 
hostile  to  his  neighbours;  he  has  committed  acts  of  violence  and  is  con¬ 
stantly  before  the  magistrates  and  Court  of  Session;  the  Botanic  Garden 
is  neglected  and  full  of  weeds.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  1 17-120 

D.T.C.  20.  56-65 


YOUNG,  John  Adolphus.  Solicitor 

1.  [London]  1819  Nov.  22  [To  Nicholas  Carlisle.]  A  long  history  of  the  complex 
negotiations  to  settle  with  the  creditors  of  Stephen  Lee  ( q.v .) ;  Moore,  the 
principal  creditor,  consulted  B.  who  set  on  foot  a  subscription  to  clear  Lee, 
a  condition  of  which  was  that  the  subscribers’  money  should  be  returned 
to  them  if  it  failed  in  its  object;  Moore,  in  consequence  of  an  insinuation 
that  he  had  promoted  the  subscription  to  get  himself  paid  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  subscribers,  then  declared  he  would  not  touch  a  penny  of 
the  subscription  and  would  rather  lose  his  money ;  this  was  understood  to 
be  a  withdrawal  of  his  claim,  and  sufficient  balance  was  thereby  left  to  come 
to  an  arrangement  with  the  other  creditors,  when  Moore  made  a  volte  face, 
saying  he  never  intended  to  relinquish  his  claim  and  demanding  payment 
in  full;  this  would  mean  the  return  of  the  subscribers’  contributions,  and 
once  the  powerful  influence  of  B.  was  lost  to  Lee,  he  had  no  remedy  but 
must  remain  in  prison  until  freed  under  the  Insolvent  Debtors’  Act. 
[At  this  impasse,  it  would  appear  that  B.  stepped  into  the  breach.  See 
Carlisle,  N.,  Nos.  2-5.]  D.T.C.  20.  212-218 
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YOUNG,  Robert 

1.  Gerrard  1787  Mar.  9  Sends  his  book  called  An  Examination,  and  asks  B.’s 

Street,  Soho  permission  to  affix  his  name  and  patronage  to  it.  Kew:  B.C.  1.  261 

2.  Soho  Square  1787  Mar.  10  *  As  he  cannot  assent  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  the 

pamphlet,  he  declines  the  author’s  proposal  to  associate  his  name  with  it. 

Kew:  B.C.  1.  261  (2) 


YOUNG,  Samuel 

1.  Formosa  1812  Jan.  29  Sends  for  B.’s  inspection  an  antique  silver  cup  found  at 
Place  Delhi  and  presented  to  Gen.  Claude  Martin  [a  Frenchman  in  the  H.E.I. 

Co.’s  Bengal  Army] ;  on  his  death  the  cup  was  sold  and  purchased  by 
Henry  Russell,  the  Resident  at  Poona,  and  by  him  given  to  the  writer; 
suggests  that  B.  may  wish  to  exhibit  the  cup  at  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

Gunther  MS.  14.  15 


YOUNG,  Thomas,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  (1773-1829).  Physician  and  Physicist 

1.  Worthing  1810  Sept.  10  Hearing  that  B.  is  interested  in  a  micrometer  for  measuring 

the  diameter  of  the  fibres  of  different  kinds  of  wool,  he  sends  particulars 
of  a  simple  instrument  he  invented  for  this  purpose  some  time  ago,  called 
the  Agricultural  Micrometer;  gives  the  results  of  the  examination  of 
various  fibres  by  this  method ;  sends  a  letter  from  a  French  prisoner  named 
Cere  ( q.v .),  who  claims  the  assistance  of  R.S. ;  asks  for  B.’s  opinion. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  9-10 
D.T.C.  18.  74-78 

2.  Worthing  1810  Oct.  6  Gives  further  particulars  of  the  Agricultural  Micrometer 

and  sends  specimens  of  various  kinds  of  wool  tested  by  it,  showing 
variation  in  diameter  in  fibres  from  different  parts  of  the  same  fleece;  has 
had  another  letter  from  Cere,  who  states  that  his  father  was  the  means  of 
procuring  the  release  of  many  English  prisoners ;  has  written  to  McLeay  to 
know  if  any  indulgence  can  be  granted  to  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  7-8 

D.T.C.  18.  81-83 

3.  Admiralty  1819  May  20  Notice  summoning  a  meeting  of  “the  commissioners  for 

more  effectually  discovering  the  Longitude  at  Sea”  [i.e.  Board  of  Longi¬ 
tude,  of  which  Y.  was  appointed  Secretary  in  1818].  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  83 


YOUNG,  Sir  William,  2nd  Bart.,  F.R.S.  (1749-1815).  Colonial  Governor;  Sec.  African 
Association 


1.  Hartwell 
House, 
Aylesbury 


2.  Hartwell 
House 


1802  Jan.  17  Encloses  table  of  contents  of  Vol.  2  of  African  Researches 
[. Proceedings  of  the  Afr.  Assn.] ;  the  abstract  of  Mungo  Park’s  Journal  was 
printed  only  for  members;  suggests  extending  the  publication;  will  send 
the  whole  in  a  state  ready  for  printing;  asks  for  a  meeting  to  be  called  to 
decide  on  the  mode  of  publication.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  257 

1802  Jan.  22  Has  sent  the  manuscript  [of  Proceedings]  so  that  B.  and  the 
Committee  may  consider  it  before  the  general  meeting  of  subscribers. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  258 


ZACH,  Franz  Xaver,  Freiherr  von,  F.R.S.  (1754-1832).  Mathematician  and  Astronomer 
1.  Paris  1783  Aug.  5  Sends  by  Mr.  Colle,  Sec.  to  the  Ambassador  of  Naples  in 

London,  a  new  achromatic  microscope  and  letter  presented  to  B.  by 
Fromond  {q.v.)  \  after  a  stay  in  Paris,  hopes  to  call  upon  B.  in  London. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  236 
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2.  London 

1784  May  3  Since  B.  showed  him  the  letter  from  [J.  E.]  Bode  ( q.v .)  in 

which  he  considers  the  34th  Star  of  Taurus  in  Flamsteed’s  catalogue  to  be 
a  new  planet,  he  has  made  calculations  on  the  subject;  compares  Bode’s 
calculations  with  those  of  Laplace  and  shows  that  Bode  is  in  error,  and 
gives  details;  has  asked  Hornsby  (q.v.)  of  Oxford  to  consult  Bradley’s 
MSS.  on  the  subject;  the  Astronomer  Royal  has  Flamsteed’s  MSS.; 
encloses  a  table  comparing  Hornsby’s  observations  with  the  calculations, 
for  the  Oxford  meridian.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  199-200 

3.  London 

1785  Feb.  16  Sends  extract  of  a  letter  from  Bode  concerning  a  star  in 

the  constellation  Leo  which  has  remarkably  changed  its  magnitude;  he 
has  since  found  the  same  phenomenon  with  two  stars  in  Gemini ;  gives 
details  and  discussion  of  the  observations  of  Flamsteed  and  Laplace. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  198+201 

4.  [London 

1785  May  15]  Has  seen  Flamsteed’s  observations  of  the  star  34thTauri; 

has  now  calculated  the  true  time  of  F.’s  observations;  to  check  whether 
the  star  is  really  a  new  planet,  has  consulted  observations  of  F.,  Mayer 
and  Count  [J.  M.]  von  Briihl;  sets  out  his  calculations  in  detail  and  shows 
that  Maskelyne  was  wrong  in  supposing  Flamsteed  had  made  a  mistake  in 
writing  down  his  numbers;  refers  to  Bode’s  comments  on  Herschel’s 
volcanoes  in  the  moon  and  ice  spots  on  Mars;  his  own  views  on  these 
matters.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  202-204 

5.  London 

1786  Apl.  28  Suspecting  an  error  in  the  data  in  the  Nautical  Almanac  on 

the  Sun’s  Right  Ascension  and  the  Equation  of  Time,  he  and  Briihl  have 
calculated  their  own  equation,  and  show  the  errors;  they  should  be 
considered  when  registers  of  timepieces  are  being  kept,  especially  if  the 
methods  of  the  Royal  Observatory  are  used,  which  are  generally  dis¬ 
approved  of ;  asks  B.  to  persuade  the  Astronomer  Royal  “to  lay  before  the 
Board  of  Longitude  the  bare  registers  of  the  daily  rates  of  going  of  the 
timepieces  committed  to  his  examination,  and  by  saving  him  the  trouble 
of  constructing  such  tables  which  will  shew  the  best  Pendulum  Clock  Art 
has  constructed  hitherto  but  a  very  indifferent  machine”. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8096.  373-375 

6.  Gotha 

1802  Feb.  8  Sends  observations  on  the  planet  Ceres  Ferdinandea. 

R.S.:  L.  &  P.  Dec.  12.  14 

7.  Seeburg 

1802  Apl.  8  Sends  observations  on  the  new  primary  planet  he  has 

discovered;  it  moves  in  a  very  inclined  orbit  round  the  Sun,  between  the 
orbits  of  Mars  and  Ceres.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  213 

8.  Seeburg 

1802  May  1  Thanks  B.  for  the  Nautical  Almanac  and  his  offer  to  send 

the  Greenwich  Observations  which  are  lacking  from  his  set;  the  reigning 
Duke  of  Saxe-Gotha  [Ernst],  who  is  F.R.S.,  has  not  received  the  publica¬ 
tions  of  R.S.  since  1790;  since  the  illness  of  Count  Briihl  [Saxon  Minister 
in  London],  communication  with  him  has  ceased,  B.  is  therefore  asked  to 
order  his  bookseller  to  send  the  Phil.  Trans. ;  Sniadecki,  Professor  of 
Astronomy  at  Cracow,  has  been  unable  to  obtain  Taylor’s  Logarithmic 
Tables,  to  which  he  is  a  subscriber;  sends  a  map  showing  the  courses  of 
Ceres  Ferdinandea  and  Olbers’s  Pallas;  criticism  of  Lalande’s  definition  of 
a  comet.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  2 15-2 17 

9.  Seeburg 

1803  Mar.  1  Gives  notes  on  the  appearance  of  the  new  planet  Ceres  with 

the  opinions  of  various  observers ;  it  is  easy  to  find  from  the  Ephemeris  in 
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the  Monatliche  Corresp.,  1802 ;  Ceres  has  not  yet  been  seen,  because  so  low 
on  the  horizon;  the  King  of  Prussia  has  asked  him  to  make  a  trigono¬ 
metrical  survey  of  his  newly-acquired  states  in  Thuringia,  Anspach,  etc., 
and  he  proposes  the  measurement  of  the  celestial  arc  of  the  meridian; 
H.M.  has  given  him  a  magnificent  snuff-box  of  gold,  set  with  diamonds. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  372-373 

10.  Seeburg  1803  Mar.  23  Sends  continuation  of  the  map  showing  the  path  of  Pallas 
until  28th  June,  with  notes  of  the  calculations  by  Gauss  and  himself;  has 
elaborated  the  plan  of  his  trigonometrical  operations  and  connected  with 
the  work  of  Gen.  Roy,  for  a  comparison  of  the  meridians  of  Greenwich 
and  Seeburg;  the  Danish  observations  will  also  be  included  in  the  chain  of 
observations;  further  details  of  measurements  to  be  made. 


B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  374-375 


ZEA,  Francisco  Antonio  (1770-1822).  Botanist 

1.  Cadiz  1803  Jan.  18  He  is  a  botanist  to  the  expedition  going  to  Santa  Fe  de 

Bogota  in  S.  America,  led  by  Mutis;  asks  B.  if  he  would  like  him  to 
collect  plants  for  him  and  if  he  desires  to  have  the  various  species  of 
Cinchona  for  testing  therapeutically;  Mutis  considers  that  some  species 
are  more  effective  than  others.  [ French. \  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  331 

2.  —  - Undated  document  of  8  pp.  headed  “Projet  presente  a  Sir  Joseph 

Banks  pour  transplanter  dans  les  Antilles  britanniques  les  arbres  les  plus 
utils  du  continent,  comme  le  Quinquina,  les  Palmiers  de  sire  l’Alcorno 
surnomme  le  divin”,  etc.  [French.]  B.M.  ( N.H. ):  Dept,  of  Botany 


ZEPPELIN,  Carl,  Graf  von  (1767-1801).  Minister  of  State,  Wiirttemberg 

1.  Soho  Square  1797  May  5  *  Having  heard  that  the  Prince  of  Wiirttemberg  is  about  to 

journey  to  London  by  the  Bath  Road,  he  invites  H.R.H.  to  accept  the 
hospitality  of  his  house  at  Spring  Grove  while  waiting  for  the  King's 
coaches  to  convey  him  and  his  suite  to  Palace  of  St.  James’s;  he  requests 
him  to  convey  this  invitation  to  the  Prince  and  inform  him  if  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  H.R.H.  to  accept  it.  [French.  See  Harris,  Sir  James,  No.  2, 
and  Cottrell,  Sir  Stephen,  Nos.  6-9;  Grenville,  W.  W.,  No.  i.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  113 

2.  London  1797  May  5  He  thanks  B.  on  the  part  of  the  Prince,  who  commands  him 

to  say  that  he  will  be  charmed  to  accept  B.’s  friendly  offer.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  6332.  111 

3.  Stuttgart  1798  Apl.  27  Requests  B.  to  obtain  the  permission  of  H.M.  the  King 

to  send  some  hot-house  plants  and  seeds  from  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew 
for  the  gardens  of  the  King  [of  Wiirttemberg].  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  146-147 

4.  London  1798  May  18  *  Explains  that  owing  to  the  season,  it  is  not  possible  to 

move  hot-house  plants  nor  expose  them  to  the  risks  of  carriage;  on  two 
occasions  only  have  such  plants  been  sent  abroad,  once  to  the  Empress  of 
Russia  and  once  to  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Herrenhausen ;  in  spite  of  a 
more  favourable  season  and  of  elaborate  precautions,  many  of  the  plants 
died  in  transit ;  on  the  first  favourable  opportunity  he  will  send  seeds  and 
such  plants  as  can  be  safely  conveyed.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  148-149 
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ZIMMERMAN N,  Eberhard  August  Wilhelm  von  (1743-1815).  Zoologist 

1.  Brunswick  1783  Aug.  13  Three  months  ago  he  sent  B.  a  dissertation  on  an  embryo 

Elephant,  and  asks  whether  his  “bagatelle”  has  arrived;  now  sends  a 
second  copy,  and  two  copies  of  his  “Carte  zoologique”  [ Specimen  Zoo- 
logiae  Geographicae  Ouadrupedutn  domicilia,  etc.,  Leiden,  1777],  one  for  B. 
and  one  for  R.S.;  has  heard  that  “voyages  litteraires”  are  being  arranged 
under  B.’s  auspices  and  would  much  like  to  take  part;  states  the  qualifica¬ 
tions.  [French.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8095.  237-238 

ZORN  VON  PLOBSEIEIM,  Friedrich  August,  Freiherr  (1711-1789).  Curator  of  Natural 
Elistory,  Danzig 

1.  Danzig  1780  Mar.  13  The  Literary  and  Physical  Soc.  of  Danzig  has  elected  B. 

an  Honorary  Member ;  encloses  diploma ;  the  Society  holds  in  the  highest 
honour  B.’s  discoveries  in  the  South  Seas ;  as  curator  of  the  museum  he  has 
had  a  special  erection  set  up,  suitably  ornamented,  to  display  the  tools  and 
weapons  presented  by  B.,  with  an  inscription  in  his  honour.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33977.  114 

2.  [Soho  Square  1780  — ]  #  Expresses  his  high  gratification  at  the  honour  conferred  upon 

him  by  a  Society  that  has  done  so  much  to  promote  the  study  of  nature 
and  is  an  honourable  ornament  to  the  city  of  Danzig  by  its  learned  publica¬ 
tions;  he  feels  honoured  also  by  the  inscription  in  the  Society’s  Museum 
commemorating  his  friend  Solander  and  himself.  [Latin.  Composed  by 
Charles  Godfrey  Woide;  copy  in  W.’s  handwriting,  the  original  of  which 
was  signed  by  B.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  48710.  41-42 
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3.  Soho  Square 
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5.  London 


6.  — 


7.  Soho  Square 


8.  Soho  Square 

9.  [Soho  Square 


ANONYMOUS,  PSEUDONYMOUS  AND 
UNIDENTIFIED  LETTERS 

1787  June  15  [Anonymous.]  A  gentleman  interested  in  the  controversy 
as  to  the  [Foreign]  Secretaryship  at  R.S.  has  a  pamphlet  “fabricated  by 
the  Mathematical  Doctor  of  Woolwich”  [Charles  Hutton] ;  if  B.  desires  to 
see  it,  the  writer  offers  to  call  upon  him.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  133 

1787  June  16  *  As  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  Woolwich  doctor  who 

ridicules  him  may  have  brought  forward  some  real  fault  of  which  he  is 
unaware,  he  will  be  obliged  if  the  owner  of  the  pamphlet  will  call  upon 
him  so  that  he  may  look  it  over.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33978.  134 

1788  Nov.  20  *  [To  a  correspondent  in  France.]  As  his  questions  are 

answered  by  Dryander,  he  need  not  do  so;  describes  a  political  crisis,  as 
Parliament,  summoned  to  sit,  was  obliged  to  resign  as  the  writ  could  not 
be  signed  by  the  King  owing  to  his  insanity,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  should  be  made  Regent ;  he  is  convinced  the  King  will 
recover;  sends  messages  to  Broussonet  and  Greville.  [Begins,  “My  dear 
Sir”,  and  ends  “I  put  this  under  Cover  as  I  should  not  chuse  to  have  it 
read”.  Endorsed,  “R.  le  II  Xbre”.]  N.M.M.;  37  MS.  1681 

[1790  Jan.  — ]  [Anonymous.  Received  by  B.  26th  Jan.  1790.]  Suggests 
strange  methods  of  making  paper,  and  of  defending  an  expedition  to  the 
South  Seas  against  savages;  the  writer  has  heard  that  B.  intends  to  make 
another  voyage  of  discovery.  [French.\  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  257-258 

1791  Jan.  24  [Signed  A.B.Z.]  The  writer,  a  young  medical  student, 
writes  politely  and  respectfully  that  he  has  devoted  much  attention  to 
Natural  History,  and  seeks  an  appointment  in  which  these  qualifications 
will  be  useful.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  72 

[1792  May  — ]  [Anonymous.  Received  by  B.  24th  May  1792.]  The 
writer  encloses  an  epitaph  on  Linnaeus  that  he  has  composed ;  he  under¬ 
stands  that  a  learned  society  in  Stockholm  has  invited  epitaphs  to  be  sent 
in  for  selection;  he  asks  B.,  if  he  approves  it,  to  send  the  epitaph  to  the 
proper  quarter.  [The  enclosure  is  headed  “Epitaphium  tumulo  Linnaei 
scriptum”,  and  consists  of  16  lines  in  Latin  hexameter  verse.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33979.  160-161 

1793  Apl.  19  *  [To  an  unnamed  correspondent  about  to  depart  for 
Prague.]  Requests  him  to  visit  Dr.  Ungar  [Librarian  of  Prague  University] 
and  pay  him  for  the  book  he  obtained  for  B.  [See  Ungar,  Charles.] 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  6.  11 

1793  Apl.  22  *  [Probably  to  a  Member  of  Parliament.]  He  is  happy  to 
find  that  he  has  taken  up  the  cause  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  in  the  matter 
of  Mudge’s  Petition.  [See  Cameron,  234  ff.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  13 1 

1793  May  7]  *  He  need  not  trouble  his  correspondent  to  attend  the 
Committee  on  Mudge’s  Petition ;  he  regrets  he  was  not  admitted  to  see  him 
when  he  called  at  Soho  Square ;  his  servants  have  orders  to  tell  callers  on 
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visits  of  ceremony  or  without  appointments  that  he  is  not  at  home;  if, 
however,  his  correspondent  had  stated  the  nature  of  his  business,  he 
would  have  been  sure  of  an  interview.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  33982.  346 

10.  Soho  Square  1794  Mar.  2  *  He  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  Club  on  Tuesday;  “I 

was  seated  more  firmly  in  my  chair  by  the  Doctor’s  attempt  to  dispossess 
me.”  [Not  the  R.S.  Club,  which  met  on  Thursdays.  Note  by  Dawson 
Turner  that  the  original  was  in  the  possession  of  W.  S.  Fitch,  1833.] 

D.T.C.  9.  28 

11.  —  1796  Jan.  —  [Anonymous,  in  an  obviously  disguised  handwriting.]  The 

writer  considers  that  B.,  as  a  man  of  taste  and  good  principles,  must  be 
pleased  with  the  enclosed  poem,  in  which  he  will  find  ‘‘the  strength  of 
Juvenal  and  the  spirit  of  Dryden”.  [The  poem  is  missing.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33980.  48 

12.  Soho  Square  1796  Feb.  20  *  [Probably  to  an  official  of  the  Foreign  Office.  Begins  “My 

dear  Sir”].  Reports  that  he  has  seen  Willis  who  met  him  fairly  on  the 
question  of  the  allowance  to  which  he  should  be  entitled  for  his  services  to 
Government;  requests  that  the  office  should  take  steps  to  recover  the 
ordnance  stores  embarked  on  the  vessels,  the  Consulship  of  Willis  having 
been  annulled.  [Endorsed,  “Sr  Joseph  Banks  (Consul  Willis)”.] 

Wellcome ,  69293.  (3) 

13.  [London]  1797  Apl.  17  [Signed  “  The  Editor  of  the  English  Translation  of  Crell’s 

Chemical  Journal’  ’.]  The  writer  presents  to  B.  3  vols.  of  the  translation  of 
the  Journal;  Crell  has  sent  a  paper  in  English  and  German  for  R.S.,  and 
the  writer  offers  his  services  to  correct  it ;  if  B.  does  not  choose  to  entrust 
the  paper  to  an  unknown  person,  he  is  willing  to  reveal  his  name,  profession 
and  abode.  Dawson  MS.  45.  16-17 

14.  —  [n; 798  Apl.  — ]  [Anonymous.]  Statement  concerning  R.  A.  Salisbury 

(q.v.)  of  Chapel  Allerton ;  it  is  stated  that  Mrs.  Dixon  of  Gledhow  bought 
his  collection  of  plants  for  a  lady  in  Lancashire  for  £600;  Salisbury  is  said 
to  have  withdrawn  the  most  valuable  specimens  before  he  sold  the 
collection;  S.’s  wife  has  returned  to  her  father  at  Hull,  and  he  has  gone 
to  his  sister  near  Wakefield.  [Attributed  by  Dawson  Turner  to  “Mr. 
Bray”.]  D.T.C.  10  (2).  265 

15.  Soho  Square  1799  Dec.  24  *  [Begins,  “My  dear  Lord”.]  Encloses  notices  procured 

at  his  request  by  a  Dane  resident  in  England  during  the  long  interval  when 
no  communication  could  be  made  with  the  Continent ;  if  these  appear  to 
his  Lordship  as  important  as  they  seem  to  him  (B.)  he  will  endeavour  to 
procure  additional  information.  Wellcome ,  67766.  (A) 

16.  St.  Thomas  1801  Apl.  6  [Anonymous.]  The  writer  states  that  his  name  (which  is  not 

given)  will  be  familiar  to  B.  as  he  found  one  of  his  bottles  at  Cap  Prior 
addressed  to  Bernardin  de  St.  Pierre  who  is  studying  ocean  currents ;  the 
writer  has  been  in  America  three  years  as  an  artist  and  naturalist,  and  now 
wishes  to  sell  his  drawings  of  the  Antilles;  if  B.  has  any  commissions  he 
can  write  to  Martinique,  c/o  Perinella  or  Duckworth.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8099.  145-146 

17.  Soho  Square  1802  Aug.  29  *  [To  a  British  Consul  in  North  Africa,  perhaps  J.  M. 

Matra  (q.v.)  of  Tangier,  but  the  letter  begins  “Sir”,  not  “My  dear  Sir” 
as  is  usual  with  Matra.]  As  the  African  Association  is  now  in  vacation,  he 
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18.  Bath 


19.  Soho  Square 


20.  — 


21.  — 


22.  Soho  Square 


23.  Kirkwall 


recommends  to  his  protection  two  Spanish  gentlemen  employed  by  the 
Court  of  Spain  to  explore  the  interior  of  Africa ;  their  names  are  Domingo 
Badia  y  Leblich  and  Simon  de  Rojas  Clemente  y  Rubio  [both  names  mis¬ 
spelt  in  the  original] ;  they  do  not  require  money  but  will  appreciate 
friendly  civilities,  information  and  guidance.  de  Beer  Coll.  5 

D.T.C.  13.  239 

1803  Feb.  6  [Signature  omitted.]  Quotes  passage  from  Gassend  on  fall 
of  meteorite  on  29th  Nov.  1637  for  information  of  Dryander.  Recounts 
conversation  with  Herschel  on  effect  of  atmospheric  moisture  on  visibility 
of  stars  through  the  telescope.  Gunther  MS.  14.  8 

1803  Apl.  4  *  [Probably  to  a  Member  of  Parliament.]  He  has  seen  the 
Chancellor  and  laid  before  him  the  minutes  of  the  last  two  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Longitude;  his  opinion  is  that  the  public  will  be  better  satisfied 
if  the  reward  is  paid  to  Mr.  E[arnshaw]  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  than  if,  as  was  proposed,  a  specific  sum  were  asked  for ;  if  the  Board 
will  do  this,  he  will  consent  to  any  proper  alterations  in  the  proposed  Bill. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  48 

1803  Nov.  17  [Signed,  “A  Mechanic”.]  Urges  B.  to  examine  the  unjust 

claims  of  Earnshaw  to  have  invented  certain  movements  in  the  chrono¬ 
meter  and  to  question  men  in  the  trade  and  scientists;  his  “invention”  is 
only  improved  workmanship;  public  money  should  not  be  given  to  one 
who  avows  his  contempt  for  all  constituted  authorities.  [As  to  Earnshaw’s 
claims,  see  Cameron ,  239.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  51 

1804  Mar.  12  [Signed,  “A  Mechanic”.]  The  insolence  and  violence  of 
Earnshaw  has  forced  him  to  write  again,  he  asserts  that  no  award  can  be 
paid  [by  the  Board  of  Longitude]  under  the  Act  except  for  an  original 
invention  and  that  Earnshaw’s  adaptation  is  in  no  way  original. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  58 

1804  Mar.  19  *  Informs  his  correspondent  that  the  whole  time  of  the 

last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  was  hardly  sufficient  for  the 
reading  of  the  certificates  as  to  the  accurate  performance  of  Earnshaw’s 
timekeepers;  he  encloses  a  printed  copy  of  his  “Protest  against  a  vote  of 
the  Board  of  Longitude  granting  to  Mr.  Earnshaw  a  reward  for  the  Merit 
of  his  Timekeepers.”  [There  is  a  copy  of  the  enclosure  in  R.S.  Misc. 
MSS.  8.  55a.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  55b 

1805  June  30  [Signed  “Incola  Orcadensis”.]  The  writer  defends  the 
memory  of  his  late  friend,  the  Rev.  George  Law,  Minister  of  Birsay,  against 
the  plagiarism  of  his  works  by  Dr.  [George]  Barry  in  his  History  of 
Orkney ;  Law  was  a  private  tutor  in  a  gentleman’s  family  at  Stromness  at 
the  time  of  the  visit  of  B.  and  Solander,  who  perceived  his  genius  for 
Natural  History  and  Archaeology,  presented  him  with  books,  and  procured 
his  presentation  to  his  benefice ;  he  compiled  a  Civil  and  Natural  History 
of  Orkney,  which  he  sent  to  Pennant  to  correct  his  style  and  procure 
subscriptions ;  Pennant  detained  the  manuscript  a  long  time  and  took  many 
extracts  from  it,  which  he  published  in  his  own  book  and  finally  sent  it 
back  and  took  no  further  interest;  the  disappointment  aggravated  the 
illness  from  which  he  suffered;  when  Law  died,  Dr.  Barry  obtained 
possession  of  the  manuscript  and  published  it  as  his  own;  gives  an  account 
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of  Barry’s  career  and  begs  B.  to  publish  the  facts  in  justice  to  Law.  [The 
letter  enclosing  this,  dated  Edinburgh,  23rd  July,  1805,  is  Dawson  MS. 
45,  22.]  BM.  Add.  MS.  33981.  212-213 

24.  Soho  Square  1807  Mar.  11  *  Thanks  his  correspondent  for  a  gift  of  Minerals  which 
he  intends  to  present  to  the  British  Museum;  mentions  especially  Tourma¬ 
line,  Apatite,  Coal  from  Bovey  and  Retinasphalt.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  328 

25.  Spencer  1810  Feb.  17  [Begins,  “My  dear  Sr  Joseph”.]  Warmly  recommends  Dr. 
House  Husson’s  “Eau  Medicinale”  for  the  relief  of  gout ;  it  has  been  much  used 

by  a  medical  friend  of  his  patients  with  excellent  results ;  whilst  not  pro¬ 
fessing  to  cure  the  disorder,  the  medicine  brings  rapid  relief ;  gives 
instructions  for  its  administration  and  encloses  the  directions  that  were 
given  to  Sir  Henry  Halford  to  apply  when  he  was  attending  Lord  Essex 
in  a  severe  attack.  [Ends,  without  signature,  “God  bless  you  dr  Sr  Jos:  & 
prosper  the  bottle”.]  B.M.  ( N.H .)  B.C.  50-53 

26.  [Soho  Square  1810  May  27]  *  [To  a  Peeress,  dated  “Sunday  Morn.”.]  Since  packing 

up  the  portfolio  for  her  Ladyship,  he  has  seen  an  account  of  the  mutineers 
on  Pitcairn  Island  in  the  Quarterly  Reviezv  for  the  present  month,  to  which 
he  refers  her.  [The  article  referred  to  is  in  Q.R.  26.  376,  by  which  the  date 
of  this  letter  can  be  fixed.]  Dawson  MS.  45.  27 

27.  Soho  Square  1810  Aug.  12  *  [Begins,  “My  dear  Sir”.]  He  has  read  his  correspon¬ 

dent’s  paper  with  interest;  as  to  Iron,  he  does  not  entirely  agree  in  the 
idea  of  interference  by  Government  to  compel  manufacturers  to  class  Iron 
according  to  the  rates  of  value,  as  he  disapproves  of  state  interference  with 
trade;  as  to  Dry  Rot,  he  has  studied  it  for  many  years;  it  has  increased 
rapidly  in  late  years  and  is  even  attacking  ships;  it  can  only  occur  where 
air  stagnates ;  windows  and  doors  of  houses  are  not  sufficient  ventilation, 
and  he  gives  an  instance  of  Dry  Rot  attacking  the  bookcases  of  a  friend; 
house-building  now  encourages  it,  as  no  sufficient  chinks  are  left  to  admit 
air  as  formerly;  gratings  to  ventilate  between  floors  he  first  saw  in  Harley 
Street;  gives  the  life-history  of  the  Fungus,  nature’s  scavenger,  called  by 
botanists  Boletus  lacrymans  [=Merulius  lacrymans ];  it  attacks  stacked 
timber  and  in  dockyards  such  timber  infects  ships ;  various  remedies  are 
used,  such  as  Blue  Vitriol,  but  further  investigation  by  chemists  is  re¬ 
quired.  D.T.C.  18.  53-60 

28.  Soho  Square  1812  Apl.  10  *  Expresses  his  disapproval  of  the  new  Embankments  Bill 

which  gives  no  relief  from  unjust  taxation  of  his  property  in  Lincolnshire, 
but  he  will  abandon  his  claim  and  leave  his  case  as  a  monument  of  in¬ 
justice;  he  will  contrive  nevertheless  to  put  forward  the  claims  of  other 
parishes  to  use  the  new  roads  over  the  marshes.  Maggs.  828.  (1955).  614 

29.  Soho  Square  1814  Mar.  10  *  Encloses  Western’s  report  on  the  progress  of  his  Merino 

sheep;  all  those  he  killed  had  foot-rot.  Kew:  B.C.  2.  339 

30.  Soho  Square  1814  July  10  *  He  can  offer  no  advice  as  to  the  drawings  made  in  India; 

from  the  scientific  point  of  view  most  of  these  collections  are  deficient 
and  are  useless  in  “furnishing  the  nice  distinctions  by  which  Botanists 
do  their  business”.  R.H.S.  Lindley  Lib. 

31.  Soho  Square  1817  Feb.  n  *  Requests  his  correspondent  to  procure  the  specimens 

offered ;  he  has  seen  some  of  them  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Buckland,  some  of 
which  are  new  and  instructive.  Nat.  Lib.  Scotland.  MS.  2670.  10 
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32.  Soho  Square  1817  Aug.  13  *  [Begins,  “My  dear  Dr.”.]  He  has  written  to  the  Treasury 
for  permission  to  receive  Biot’s  instrument;  asks  if  the  boxes  are  so  packed 
as  to  be  safely  sent  by  Mail  Coach  to  Edinburgh ;  if  not,  there  is  little  hope 
of  their  reaching  Scotland  in  time,  as  Biot  is  in  the  northernmost  island. 

Kew:  B.C.  2.  343 


33.  [London] 


34-  — 


35-  — 

36.  [Soho  Square 


1819  Mar.  —  [Anonymous.]  A  Fellow  of  R.S.  urges  B.,  whose  age  and 
infirmities  must  inevitably  cause  him  before  long  to  vacate  the  Presidential 
Chair  which  he  has  so  long  and  so  honourably  filled,  to  choose  a  worthy 
successor;  various  persons  have  been  rumoured — a  notable  chemist,  a 
nobleman,  a  Royal  Duke,  but  the  Society  does  not  need  the  support  of 
royalty  or  of  titles;  he  believes  that  whoever  B.  should  nominate  would 
have  the  general  support  of  the  Fellows.  D.T.C.  20.  1 70-171 

- [Anonymous.]  The  writer  describes  some  caves,  of  which  he  sends 

a  drawing,  about  120  miles  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  between  Cape 
Aiguilles  [Agulhas]  and  Cape  Ambrosius.  [French.] 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  8097.  377-378 

- [Anonymous.]  Sixteen  hexameters  headed  “  Chronodistichon”. 

[Latin.]  B.M.  Add.  MS.  8098.  135 

—  — ]  *  [Begins,  “My  dear  Sir”.]  As  requested,  he  states  his  opinion 

of  the  Slave  Trade;  he  considers  it  impolitic  to  employ  slaves  when  free 
men  are  available,  as  the  slave  knows  he  can  never  improve  his  prospects 
and  therefore  has  no  incentive ;  negroes  who  have  been  liberated  never  take 
to  manual  labour,  but  live  by  “petty  trafic” ;  he  abhors  those  who  assert 
that  it  is  sinful  to  employ  slaves,  when  the  Bible  shows  that  Providence 
has  tolerated  slavery  from  the  earliest  times;  he  considers  many  slaves 
are  more  comfortably  settled  in  life  than  free  men,  as  the  Workhouses 
testify;  if  trade  were  prohibited,  thousands  of  negroes  who  have  been 
mustered  in  Africa  would  die  of  starvation;  he  thinks  those  who  oppose 
the  trade  from  humanitarian  motives  should  study  the  misery  at  home  as 
shown  by  our  Vagrant  Laws,  etc.  Rhodes  House ,  Br.  Emp.  MS.  r.  2 
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ANONYMOUS.  See  p.  895. 

37.  Soho  Square  1793  Dec.  8  *  He  has  sent  the  pheasant — which  he  supposed  to  be  a 
hermaphrodite — to  Mr.  Home — brother-in-law  to  the  late  John  Hunter. 
Home  reports  that  the  bird  is  a  perfect  female  of  this  year.  A  young  hen- 
pheasant  in  the  dress  of  a  cock  from  her  middle  upwards  is  something 
which  does  not  seem  to  have  been  observed  before.  B.  thanks  his  corres¬ 
pondent  for  this  fact  of  natural  history  with  which  he  was  unacquainted 
before.  [Cf.  Bewick,  Thomas,  No.  2;  Frankland,  Sir  Thomas,  Nos. 
17,  18.]  [Reproduced  in  fascimile  in  The  Autograph  Portfolio ,  London: 
Richard  Glynn,  1837.] 


ANONYMOUS 


38.  [Soho 
Square] 


ANONYMOUS 


1807  Feb.  24  *  [Begins,  “My  dear  Lord’’.]  Gives  his  explanation  of  the 
present  low  price  of  copper ;  high  prices  recently  prevailing  were  due  to 
the  expansion  of  the  Royal  Navy  and  the  war  ;  the  fall  in  price  is  due  to  the 
completion  of  the  coppering  of  the  ships  of  the  Royal  and  Merchant 
Navies  ;  copper  has  been  imported  from  Russia  to  see  whether  it  lasts  longer 
than  British  copper  on  ships’  bottoms.  [Possibly  to  James  Graham,  Duke 
of  Montrose  ( q.v .),  or  to  Richard  le  Poer  Trench,  Earl  of  Clancarty  ( q.v.).] 

D.T.C.  17.  31-33 


39.  Soho  Square  1809  April  24  *  Sends  the  paper  which  at  the  request  of  Lord  Bathurst 
(q.v.)  he  read  to  addressee  yesterday  at  the  Office  for  Trade  ;  it  is  only  an 
idea  of  his  own  which  he  will  be  content  to  forget  unless  his  help  is  invoked 
of  a  result  of  ‘  ‘  the  agonies  of  some  other  Colony  writhing  under  the  tortures 
of  Birmingham  Coiners  and  Plug-Makers,  which  they  can  no  more  defend 
themselves  against,  than  a  scabby  Sheep  can  defend  itself  against  the  flies 
which  fill  its  sores  with  Maggots.”  [Probably  to  Matthew  Robinson 
Boulton  (q.v.).']  D.T.C.  17.  295 


BANCROFT,  Edward,  F.R.S.  (1744-1821).  Naturalist  and  Chemist 
1.  —  1772  Apl.  13  Describes  his  researches  begun  in  1764  on  the  coast  of 

Guiana  to  find  a  method  of  preserving  ships’  timbers  from  marine  boring 
worms ;  analysis  of  tar  and  turpentine ;  a  mixture  of  resin,  fish-oil,  and 
ceruss  [white  lead]  applied  to  timber  was  found  to  be  effective  after 
immersion  for  two  years  in  brackish  water  in  the  Demarara  River ;  the 
experiment  repeated  successfully  in  1769  in  the  Surinam  River;  such  a 
mixture  costs  .£13  2s.  a  ton  and  lasts  many  years  longer  than  the  tallow 
and  brimstone  in  current  use  costing  £37  a  ton ;  hemp  and  flax  when 
moist  ferment  and  rot  in  ropes,  for  which  reason  they  are  coated  with  tar ; 
but  tar  dries  and  makes  ropes  hard  and  brittle ;  he  suggests  that  resin  and 
fish-oil  would  preserve  cordage,  and  hopes  that  B.  may  find  opportunities  to 
test  these  conclusions  on  his  forthcoming  voyage.  N.M.M.  37.  MS.  1684 
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BATES,  Joah  (1740/1-1799).  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 

1.  [ —  1781  — ]  Returns  letters  and  inscription  [in  honour  of  M.  von  Behm 

(<?.£>.)]  from  Sir  George  Baker  ( q.v .)  and  Rev.  William  Cooke  ( q.v .) ;  Lord 
Sandwich  (q.v.)  desires  insertion  of  the  word  frustra.  D.T.C.  2.  63 

BLAG  DEN,  Sir  Charles.  See  p.  50 

357.  [Soho  1797]  Apl.  27  *  Has  complete  confidence  in  Bl.’s  capacity  to  carry  out  the 

Square  duties  of  his  office  [as  Sec.  R.S.] ;  he  only  mentioned  the  arguments  that 

might  be  used  by  the  supporters  of  an  opposing  candidate  in  a  contested 
election ;  he  suggests  that  Bl.  should  put  forward  the  name  of  a  person  to 
execute  parts  of  his  duties  during  his  illness.  [This  letter  is  in  answer  to 
Sir  Charles  Blagden  No.  248.]  D.T.C.  10  (1).  49 

BLIGH,  Elizabeth.  See  p.  105 

9.  [Soho  1809]  Apl.  16  *  H.M.  Govt,  have  not  altered  their  intention  of  recalling 

Square  her  husband ;  unfortunate  though  this  be,  it  will  enable  him  to  answer  in 

person  such  charges  as  may  be  brought  against  him.  [Original  MS.  in 
Mitchell  Library.]  D.T.C.  i~j.  294 


BOARD  OF  LONGITUDE 

The  correspondence  of  the  Board  of  Longitude,  preserved  at  the  Royal  Greenwich  Observatory, 
contains  many  letters  from  B.  of  a  formal  nature,  and  his  signature  together  with  2  to  20  other 
signatures  of  Commissioners  appear  on  many  letters.  In  view  of  the  formal  character  of  this 
correspondence,  it  has  not  been  included  here. 


BUACHE  DE  LA  NEUVILLE,  Jean  Nicolas.  See  p.  181 

3.  [Soho  1 788]  Nov.  30  *  Considers  that  the  discovery  for  which  he  wants  50,000 

Square  livres  would  be  of  greater  value  to  France  which  would  reap  honour  as  well 

as  profit,  than  to  England  “to  whom  the  profit  alone  can  be  made  over” ; 
advises  him  to  communicate  with  his  own  minister;  in  any  case  H.B.M.’s 
Minister  is  too  preoccupied  with  the  illness  of  H.M.  to  attend  to  such 
matters.  D.T.C.  6.  89-90 


COOK,  James,  F.R.S.  See  p.  229 

5.  —  [1772]  B.  and  he  are  desired  to  attend  on  Mr.  Marsh  at  the  Victualling 

Office;  inquires  about  B.’s  wishes  in  regard  to  a  stove  and  green  baize 
floor-cloth  for  the  cabins  [in  Resolution ] ;  brass  locks  and  hinges  to  doors 
will  be  at  their  own  expense.  Brougham  2.  382 

6.  Resolution.  1772  Nov.  18  Regrets  the  coolness  which  arose  between  them  on  the 

Cape  of  equipment  of  Resolution  and  refuses  to  allow  it  to  break  off  correspondence  ; 

Good  Hope  at  St.  Jago  [Johann  Reinhold]  Forster  (q.v.)  obtained  some  new  material 

for  B.,  and  [Christoffel]  Brand  (q.v.)  has  made  a  fine  collection  for  him; 
French  ships  from  Mauritius  have  anticipated  him  in  the  South  Sea. 

Brougham  2.  503-504 


COOKE,  Edward.  See  p.  229 

6.  Soho  Square  1808  Feb.  26  *  “By  the  enclosed  letter  [from  A.  McLeay,  q.v.)  it  would 
seem  as  if  my  poor  Icelanders  are  to  be  Packd  off  to  Copenhagen  before 
their  case  has  been  decided — if  they  have  any  chance  of  Restoration  [of 
their  ships]  you  will  no  doubt  order  the  Cartel  to  be  delayd  oh  the  Govt 
the  Govt.”  [ See  Cooke,  E.,  No.  2,  and  McLeay,  A.,  No.  9  (Addenda)] 

P.R.O.,  W.O.  1/1117.  71 
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Cooke,  Edward,  cotitinued 

7.  Soho  Square  1808  Mar.  3  *  Has  learned  from  the  detained  Icelanders  that  no  vessel 

sails  from  Denmark  for  Iceland  before  early  Apl.  nor  arrives  before  the  end 
of  that  month;  has  come  across  a  Herring  Fisheries  Act,  15  Charles  II, 
c.  16  which  forbids  vessels  to  sail  from  England  for  Iceland  before  Mar.  1  ; 
ice  said  to  have  increased  to  the  North  of  Iceland,  and  the  South  to  be 
subject  to  dense  fog  in  spring ;  gives  this  new  information  for  Lord  Castle- 
reagh.  P.R.O. ,  W.O.  1/1117.  79-81 

8.  Soho  Square  1808  Mar.  17  *  [Letter  of  which  E.  Cooke  No.  3  is  a  copy.  The  letter 

itself  does  not  mention  Lord  Grey.].  P.R.O. ,  W.O.  1/1117.  83-85 

q.  Soho  Square  1808  Apl.  7  *  [Letter  of  which  E.  Cooke  No.  4  is  a  copy.] 

P.R.O.,  W.O.  1/1117.  87 

DONKIN  &  Co.  Provision  Contractors 

1.  Soho  Square  1815  July  15  #  Informs  them  that  on  the  previous  day  the  canister  of 
roast  veal  put  up  by  them  on  5  Dec.  1812  and  sent  to  him  on  15  Jan.  1813 
was  opened  and  the  contents  found  to  be  perfectly  preserved,  as  was  also 
the  bottle  of  concentrated  consomme  ;  he  hopes  that  their  products  may  be 
supplied  to  crews  of  H.M.  Ships.  ( See  also  Giraud,  F.). 

The  Times  (Advert.),  15  Aug.  1815 


FAWKENER,  William  Augustus.  See  p.  324 

6.  Boston  1788  Sept.  7  *  Concludes  that  the  cargoes  mentioned  in  F.’s  last  letter 

[untraced]  certified  to  be  imported  from  Dunkirk  and  St.  Malo,  have  been 
landed  in  France  so  as  to  evade  the  operation  of  the  Order  in  Council,  and 
re-shipped  under  the  Commercial  Treaty ;  he  also  concludes  that  the  corn 
is  of  the  present  harvest ;  Govt,  matters  appear  to  B.  to  warrant  serious 
investigation.  P.R.O.  Chatham,  m.  1x0 

GRENVILLE,  William  Wyndham,  Baron  Grenville.  See  p.  370 

2.  Soho  Square  1796  July  20  *  Had  hoped  that  when  he  called  on  his  Lordship  3  weeks 
ago  he  had  convinced  him  of  the  desirability  of  restoring  [J.  J.  de]  Labil- 
lardiere’s  ( q.v .)  collections  to  him,  but  he  has  heard  nothing ;  requests  a 
speedy  answer  and  deprecates  refusal  which  would  damage  England’s 
reputation  after  the  generous  treatment  of  Capt.  Cook  by  France;  the 
French  will  shortly  solicit  a  passport  for  a  ship  to  sail  to  Trinidad  to  bring 
back  a  collection  of  live  plants ;  B.  hopes  that  it  will  be  readily  granted. 
[See  Jussieu,  A.  L.  de,  No.  15.]  Brougham  2.  387-388 

GREVILLE,  Robert  Fulke.  See  p.  372 

17.  Gainsbro  1794  Aug.  30  *  Has  forwarded  to  R.  Robinson  {q.v.)  the  whole  list  [of 
rams]  in  which  two  numbers  have  been  allotted  to  Lady  Mansfield ;  asks 
G.  to  write  to  Maj.  [Wm.]  Price  {q.v.)  and  other  stockbreeders  to  tell  them 
of  the  numbers  allotted  to  them  ;  there  has  been  much  rain,  but  the  harvest 
is  abundant ;  the  swallows  left  Derbyshire  on  the  24th,  leaving  only  a  few 
stragglers  behind ;  he  has  not  seen  a  martin  since ;  this  is  more  than  a 
month  before  the  usual  time  and  a  most  unusual  phenomenon ;  on  an 
attached  sheet  he  asks  how  many  rams  will  be  wanted  by  the  King  for  his 
Herefordshire  flock ;  there  are  plenty  of  rams  this  year  for  everybody. 

B.M.  Add.  M.S.  42072.  23-25 
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Greville,  Robert  Fulke,  continued 

18.  Lincoln  1794  Sept,  io  *  Has  written  to  R.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Williams  about  the 
sheep  ;  the  swallows  and  martins  are  still  remaining ;  there  has  been  heavy 
rain — more  than  2  inches  during  the  week  preceding  Sept.  7  ;  has  had  news 
from  Kew  which  has  given  him  “infinite  delight’’;  the  King  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  make  a  most  valuable  addition  to  Kew  Gardens ; 
“Few  things  in  this  world  could  have  given  me  so  much  pleasure  and 
Aiton  writes  as  if  he  was  still  better  pleased  than  I  am.” 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  31-32 


19.  Revesby  1794  22  *  Considers  that  it  is  always  better  that  rams  should  be  put 

Abbey  to  ewes  successively  rather  than  all  at  the  same  time  ;  doubts  whether  this 

precaution  is  observed  at  Kew  as  “we  are  famous  there  for  being  infamous 
shepherds”;  in  allotting  rams  to  the  Spanish  flock  he  has  always  been 
accustomed  to  place  at  least  one  more  to  each  set  than  he  thinks  necessary, 
in  order  to  provide  against  accidents  which  have  now  happened  and  which 
he  goes  on  to  discuss.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  45-46 


20.  Soho  Square 


21.  Soho  Square 


22.  Revesby 
Abbey 


23.  Revesby 
Abbey 


24.  Spring 
Grove 


25.  Soho  Square 


1796  Feb.  5  #  Discusses  the  amount  of  spring  wheat  produced  and  its 
price  ;  what  quantity  does  the  King  require  ?  Asks  G.  never  to  mention  his 
name  in  the  King’s  hearing  without  saying  “something  more  than  usually 
grateful”  for  the  favour  he  has  received  from  his  Majesty  through  G.’s 
friendly  recommendations.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  47 

1796  Feb.  24  *  Asks  G.  to  thank  the  King  for  sending  him  a  loaf ;  the 
spring  wheat  will  be  shipped  by  the  first  vessel  that  comes  up  from  Boston  ; 
encloses  a  sample  which  is  very  clean.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  50 

1800  Sept.  17  #  B.  and  his  family  feel  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  on 

hearing  of  the  King’s  goodness  to  G. ;  B.  himself,  busy  among  his  tenants, 
is  in  much  better  health  and  has  a  remote  hope  that  he  may  again  recover 
the  use  of  his  feet ;  the  harvest  has  been  much  damaged  by  the  rain  at 
Revesby  ;  he  has,  however,  no  fear  that  the  country  will  be  dissatisfied  with 
the  price  of  wheat,  whatever  it  may  be  ;  nevertheless  the  quiet  and  content 
in  Lincolnshire  has  not  been  matched  in  the  neighbouring  counties  which 
have  been  riotous  in  the  extreme.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  60-61 

1801  Sept.  21  *  Asks  G.  to  tell  the  King  that  His  Majesty’s  rams  and 

ewes  have  been  much  sought  after  this  year,  and  that  unfortunately  B. 
has  had  not  one  left  of  either  for  Lord  Macclesfield ;  the  weather  is  good, 
the  corn  is  excellent  and  abundant,  and  he  is  much  struck  by  the  in¬ 
dustriousness  of  the  poor  people  whose  little  gardens  are  everywhere  full 
of  fine  potatoes  ;  whatever  the  corn  merchants  do  in  the  way  of  monopoly, 
he  is  sure  that  the  potato  merchants  will  have  no  chance,  as  there  are 
enough  potatoes  grown  this  year  to  feed  the  whole  population  of  this  island 
even  if  they  ate  no  other  food.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  62-63 

1805  Aug.  2  *  The  sale  of  the  King’s  sheep  will  be  on  Wednesday,  the 
15th ;  asks  G.  to  look  in  on  him  at  the  barn  opposite  the  pagoda  in  Kew 
Lane  where  he  will  be  sorting  the  sheep  for  sale. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  67 

1805  Aug.  4  *  [Thomas  William]  Coke  [afterwards  Earl  of  Leicester] 
(q.v.)  wishes  to  make  a  trial  of  the  Merino  breed  if  he  could  get  some  ewes ; 


Greville,  Robert  Fulke,  continued 

B.  thinks  that  Coke’s  patronizing  of  the  breed  will  do  more  to  interest  the 
public  in  it  than  the  attention  of  any  other  agriculturist  in  the  country  ;  he 
has  therefore  allowed  Coke  to  take  three  ewes  and  hopes  that  the  King 
will  approve ;  gives  an  account  of  a  wool-fair  held  recently  at  Hounslow; 
is  worried  about  the  state  of  the  King’s  eyes  ;  asks  G.  to  let  him  know  from 
time  to  time  all  he  can  relate  about  the  King’s  eyesight. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  71-72 

1805  Aug.  10  *  Finds  that  the  whole  flock  last  year  brought  the  King 
more  than  5  guineas  a  head — a  larger  profit,  he  ventures  to  say,  than  any 
individual  has  made  by  a  flock  except  those  who  trade  in  letting  rams. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  78 

27.  Soho  Square  1805  Aug.  13  *  Is  delighted  to  receive  a  good  report  of  the  King’s  eyes  ; 

will  attentively  observe  G.’s  directions  respecting  the  ewes;  as  B.  knows 
that  scandal  is  a  pleasant  topic  in  all  watering  places,  he  passes  on  a  story 
from  Paris  about  the  “little  meek  Emperor”  and  an  actress  with  very 
thick  legs  called  Mile  George.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  73-74 

28.  Soho  Square  1805  Aug.  17  *  Has  sent  G.  the  two  marked  catalogues  of  the  sale  ;  none 

of  the  leading  agriculturists  attended  except  one,  who  did  not  buy  because 
he  said  the  sheep  were  too  dear ;  comments  on  the  value  of  Coke  having 
been  admitted  into  the  breed.  B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  75-76 

29.  Soho  Square  1805  Aug.  20  *  His  spirit  has  been  raised  by  the  communication  he  has 

just  received  from  G. ;  he  is  glad  that  matters  are  no  worse,  but  he  feels 
that  in  future  he  will  not  have  pleasure  in  managing  H.M.’s  concerns,  as 
to  do  that  with  advantage,  much  confidence  is  necessary ;  up  till  now  the 
confidence  reposed  in  B.  by  H.M.  was  unbounded,  and  in  no  case  abused 
by  B. ;  he  feels  that  he  must  resign  a  trust  which  he  can  no  longer  dis¬ 
charge  with  advantage ;  he  finds  some  comfort  in  the  fact  that  he  is  not 
declared  in  the  wrong  by  a  person  against  whom  he  has  no  means  of  defence, 
and  he  wishes  to  avoid  meeting  again  with  a  reverse  as  unexpected  as  it  was 
undeserved  ;  he  will  never  forget  G.’s  friendship  :  how  rare  is  the  man  who 
will  time  and  time  again,  in  the  teeth  of  (he  was  very  sorry  to  say)  a 
capricious  master  seek  to  avert  an  unprovoked  vengeance  falling  on  his 
friend’s  head  at  the  great  risk  of  diverting  it  on  to  his  own ;  he  hopes  that 
after  some  rest  his  feelings  may  subside  in  a  day  or  two,  but  thinks  that 
time  will  confirm  and  patient  reasoning  approve  the  plan  he  has  suggested. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  42072.  83-84 


26.  Spring 
Grove 


HOVE,  Anton  Pantaleon.  See  p.  431 

8.  Soho  Square  1788  Sept.  30  *  Has  been  disagreeably  surprised  by  H.’s  last  letter  and 
is  of  opinion  that  the  expense  incurred  “is  most  unjustifiably  enormous”  ; 
H.  should  have  abandoned  the  project  when  he  found  it  impossible  to 
carry  it  out  on  the  terms  to  which  he  was  limited  by  his  employers ;  if  H. 
wishes  to  retain  the  small  degree  of  credit  he  still  has  left,  be  must  go  to 
Bombay  immediately  and  embark  himself  and  such  things  as  he  has  been 
able  to  procure  on  the  very  first  ship  returning  to  England,  where,  it  is 
hoped,  be  will  be  able  to  justify  his  conduct  to  B. 

P.R.O.  Chatham ,  in.  108 
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JENKINSON,  Charles.  ;  ist  Baron  Hawkesbury  and  ist  Earl  of  Liverpool.  See  p.  450 
152.  Hertford  1802  Apl.  21  *  Has  just  learned  that  the  ratification  of  the  French  Govt. 
Street  [of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  Amiens]  has  been  received;  H.M.  Govt,  will 

probably  not  publish  any  ratifications  before  those  of  the  Dutch  and 
Spanish  Govts,  are  also  received.  D.T.C.  13.  71-72 

JENKINSON,  Robert  Banks,  2nd  Baron  Hawkesbury  and  2nd  Earl  of  Liverpool,  F.R.S.  See 
p.  472 

15.  London  1807  Nov.  29  Returns  the  letter  from  [M.]  Stephensen  ( q.v .,  No.  2) ;  he 

has  consulted  H.M.  Govt,  “and  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  may  be  very 
advisable  that  you  should  have  some  further  communication  with  them, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  through  him  or  any  other  channel  the 
island  of  Iceland  could  be  secured  to  His  Majesty,  at  least  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  war’’ ;  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  release 
of  the  Icelandic  ships.  ( Cameron ,  221.]  D.T.C.  17.  72 

16.  Soho  Square  1808  Feb.  24  *  The  question  raised  by  the  King’s  Proctor  on  the  fate  of 

the  Icelandic  ships  which  was  referred  to  B.  can  only  be  decided  by  H.M. 
Govt. ;  he  recommends  that  the  Danish  and  Norwegian  vessels  be  separa- 
rated  from  those  of  Iceland,  and  that  these  last  be  restored  to  their  owners ; 
he  assumes  that  Iceland  will  be  annexed  to  the  British  Crown  without 
delay  and  that  Icelanders,  as  British  Subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  their 
property ;  restoration  of  the  ships  will  preserve  Iceland  from  poverty  and 
famine ;  he  expects  that  if  two  small  R.N.  vessels  accompany  the  ships 
with  a  competent  negotiator,  the  island  would  at  once  surrender,  parti¬ 
cularly  if  Count  Trampe  has  not  returned  from  Denmark ;  should  this 
fail,  one  of  the  vessels  could  bring  back  intelligence  of  how  much  force 
would  be  needed  to  compel  surrender.  P.R.O.,  W.O.  1/1117.  65-70 

KNIGHT,  Thomas  Andrew,  F.R.S.  See  p.  496 

97.  Elton  1803  Sept.  24  Apologizes  for  his  long  silence  and  explains  that  his  eyes 

are  troubling  him ;  reports  on  experiments  on  vines,  on  grafting  fruit  trees, 
and  on  vessels  in  the  bark  which  conduct  fluid  and  nutriment ;  he  has 
carried  out  further  experiments  on  the  production  of  buds  and  roots  in 
apple-tree  seedlings ;  would  like  to  present  a  paper  on  his  observations  to 
R.S.  if  B.  considers  his  results  of  sufficient  importance. 

B.M.  Add.  MS.  33981.  127-130 

LABILLARDIERE,  Jacques  Julien  de.  See  p.  514 

5.  Soho  Square  1796  June  9  *  He  has  spoken  to  members  of  H.M.  Govt,  on  the  subject 
of  restoring  L.’s  captured  natural  history  collections  to  him  and  is  hopeful 
of  success  ;  he  thinks  that  this  would  already  have  been  done  if  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  possession  of  them  had  not  been  received  from  Louis  XVIII: 
“That  the  science  of  two  Nations  may  be  at  Peace  while  their  Politics  are 
at  war  is  an  axiom  we  have  learned  from  your  Protection  of  Capt.  Cook.” 
Bearer  of  the  letter  is  [J.  B.]  Lechevalier  (q.v.).  [ See  Labillardiere, 
J.  J.  de,  Nos.  3,  4.]  N.M.M.  37.  MS.  1682 

LINDSAY,  John  (fl.  1785-1803).  Surgeon  and  Cryptogamist 

1.  West-  1792  June  30  Has  sent  a  flower  pot  full  of  young  ferns  to  W.  T.  Aiton 

moreland,  (q.v.) ;  has  succeeded  in  growing  mosses,  club-mosses  and  liverworts  from 

Jamaica  the  “fine  dust”  of  the  fructifications;  discusses  “seeds”  of  cryptogamous 
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Lindsay,  John,  continued 

plants  ;  hopes  that  B.  will  name  a  plant  after  him.  [Partly  printed  in  Trans . 
Linn.  Soc.  Lond.  2.  313-314.]  D.T.C.  7.  227-229 

LUMISDEN,  Andrew  (1720-1801).  Attainted  and  Pardoned  Jacobite 

1.  Montbard  1783  Sept.  19  Has  been  staying  with  Buffon  who  is  deeply  grateful  to  B. 

for  sending  him  the  tables  of  declination  of  the  magnetic  needle  to  be 
published  in  Capt.  Cook’s  Voyages:  Buffon  suspects  errors  in  them  of 
which  he  encloses  a  note ;  Buffon  would  like  to  see  the  Astronomical 
Observations  made  by  [William]  Wales  ( q.v .)  on  the  Voyage  of  Resolution 
if  B.  would  kindly  arrange  to  have  the  book  sent.  D.T.C.  3.  80-81 


McLEAY,  Alexander,  F.R.S.  See  p.  565 

9.  Transport  1808  Feb.  25  Returns  a  letter  ( see  H.  Thielsen,  No.  1)  referred  to  him  by 
Office  B. ;  considers  it  an  impudent  request  for  money  by  alleging  misery,  since 

there  is  a  ship  at  Deptford  ready  to  convey  Thielsen  and  20  of  his  country¬ 
men  to  Denmark,  and  he  could  have  lived  on  board ;  they  have  now  all 
been  ordered  to  embark  and  the  Cartel  will  probably  sail  on  Feb.  26. 
[This  letter  was  enclosed  with  Cooke,  E.,  No.  6  (Addenda)] 

P.R.O.,  W.O.  1/1117.  73-76 


MARS  DEN,  William.  See  p.  578 


33- 


34- 


35- 


36. 


Spring 

Grove 


1810  June  11  * 


Requests  M.  to  take  the  Chair  of  R.S.  on  21  June. 

D.T.C.  18.  41 

Revesby  1810  Oct.  4  *  Has  received  a  letter  from  R.  F.  Greville  (q.v.  No.  16) 
Abbey  stating  that  the  Queen  has  approved  Miss  Gilpin’s  being  placed  under  the 

care  of  Mrs.  Pawsey  at  Ampthill.  D.T.C.  18.  79-80 

Soho  Square  1811  [May]  15  *  Is  still  lame  and  requests  his  assistance  for  the  Chair  at 
R.S.  on  16  May  if  Lord  Morton  is  unable  to  attend.  D.T.C.  18.93,  111 
Soho  Square  1811  May  24  *  Sends  a  pot  of  Lemon  Grass.  D.T.C.  18.  100 


MASKELYNE,  Rev.  Nevil,  F.R.S.  See  p.  587 

20.  London  1779  July  8  Hopes  to  see  B.  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  to 

discuss  the  work  of  [William]  Wales  (q.v.)  on  computing  latitudes  and 
longitudes  of  places  visited  by  Capt.  [Samuel]  Wallis  and  by  B.  on  their 
voyages;  The  R.S.  has  sent  [Charles]  Green’s  log-book  (of  Endeavour ]  to 
[John]  Ibbetson  [Sec.  to  Board  of  Longitude]  who  was  to  get  Wallis’s 
log-book  [of  Dolphin ]  from  the  admiralty ;  Wales  has  offered  to  assist 
Ibbetson  and  [Philip]  Stephens  (q.v.),  but  is  unable  to  proceed  with  the 
work  owing  to  Ibbetson’s  intolerable  neglect  of  duty,  of  which  M.  gives 
other  instances ;  The  Speaker  considers  he  should  be  removed. 

R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  7.  11 

21.  Greenwich  1781  Jan.  4  Has  had  a  visit  from  [Jesse]  Ramsden ;  the  Equatorial 

Instrument  under  construction  for  R.  Observatory  will  be  finished  very 
soon,  and  R.  wants  completion  of  payment  on  delivery  ;  Sir  George  Shuck- 
burgh  (q.v.)  has  offered  £50  more  for  the  instrument,  and  R.  now  demands 
500  gns. ;  M.  hopes  that  B.  will  apply  to  Lord  Townshend  (q.v.)  and  the 
Board  of  Ordnance  for  the  money  to  secure  the  instrument  for  R.  Ob¬ 
servatory.  R.S.  Greenwich  120 


Maskelyne,  Rev 
22.  Greenwich 


23.  Greenwich 


24.  Greenwich 


Nevil,  continued 

1783  June  23  Encloses  [Peter]  Dollond’s  answer  to  [Jesse]  Ramsden’s 
paper  and  hopes  that  it  may  be  read  at  a  meeting  of  R.S. 

R.S.  Letters  1737-83.  29 

1797  Feb.  9  Reminds  B.  and  Council  of  R.S.  that  in  1793  they  recom¬ 

mended  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  the  purchase  of  a  io-foot  achromatic 
telescope  at  £150  for  R.  Observatory,  but  nothing  has  been  done;  this 
telescope  and  another  5-foot  telescope  have  been  lent  by  [Peter]  Dollond 
( q.v .)  on  trial,  and  they  would  be  so  useful  that  M.  hopes  R.S.  will 
recommend  the  purchase  of  one  or  both.  R.S.  Greenwich  134 

1798  Dec.  28  The  form  of  revocation  of  Buckton’s  Licence  [to  print  the 
Nautical  Almanac ]  appears  correct,  and  on  Lord  Spencer’s  advice  should 
be  sealed  and  stamped ;  M.  does  not  see  why  licences  of  the  Board  of 
Longitude  need  to  be  sealed  or  stamped ;  encloses  a  letter  from  Pearson 
&  Loggan  {q.v.).  [See  Maskelyne,  N.,  No.  13.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  8.  14 

25.  Soho  Square  1804  Apl.  12  *  Sends  news  of  Mr.  Badie  and  asks  for  return  of  the 

papers  when  M.  has  finished  with  them.  [Contains  an  account  of  observa¬ 
tions  of  the  eclipse  at  Tangier  on  23  Oct.  1803  by  Ah  Beik  Abdallah.] 

Eggen  Coll.  <i> 

[Letter  of  which  Maskelyne,  N.,  No.  18  is  a  copy.] 

Eggen  Coll.  <2) 

He  has  seen  [Spencer]  Perceval  {q.v.)  about  M.’s  request 
for  increase  of  his  and  his  assistant’s  salaries ;  P.  admitted  that  inflation 
justified  an  increase  in  salaries  fixed  40  years  ago  but  not  to  the  extent  of 
doubling  them,  and  in  view  of  M.’s  private  income  he  would  prefer  to 
settle  the  amount  of  increase  with  M.’s  successor;  P.  considers  that  many 
competent  men  would  be  glad  to  direct  R.  Observatory  for  £300  p.a.  and 
a  good  house,  with  which  B.  could  not  agree.  R.S.  Greenwich  137 

1810  Jan.  13  Encloses  a  paper  from  his  assistant  Mr.  Taylor  showing  the 
reasonableness  of  his  request  for  increase  of  salary ;  the  salary  of  the  prof, 
of  maths,  at  Woolwich  together  with  a  house  is  .£560,  double  what  it  was 
40  years  ago.  R.S.  Greenwich  138 


26.  Greenwich 

27.  Soho  Square 


1806  Feb.  24 
1810  Jan.  8  * 


28.  Greenwich 


M  AS  SON,  Francis.  See  p.  590 

9.  Soho  Square  1787  June  3  *  The  plants  he  has  sent  have  succeeded  much  better  than 
those  which  he  sent  when  he  was  last  at  the  Cape ;  hopes  that  he  has  now 
taken  up  his  headquarters  at  False  Bay,  and  wonders  why  he  has  not 
drawn  his  money  from  the  Governor ;  B.  had  intended  to  send  him  to 
Botany  Bay  but  will  not  do  so  because  of  his  aversion  to  that  place ;  the 
King  has  recovered.  [In  P.S. :]  All  packages  have  been  safely  received ;  B. 
is  astonished  to  learn  that  M.  has  made  two  long  expeditions  when  his 
orders  are  to  stay  at  False  Bay  and  Hart  Bay  and  collect  there;  “I  trust 
you  will  remain  quiet.”  [In  reply  to  M.’s  letter  of  24  Jan.  1787  (Mitchell 
Library)  informing  B.  that  he  had  drawn  on  him  a  bill  for  1200  Rix 
Dollars.]  D.T.C.  5.  173-174 

MYLNE,  Robert.  See  p.  629 

7.  [Soho  1796  Jan.  31]  *  Regrets  that  he  was  out  when  M.  called;  presumes  that 

Square  the  copyist  copies  only  those  reports  [of  Smeaton’s]  that  are  to  be  printed. 

D.T.C.  10(2).  2 
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PARKINSON,  John.  See  p.  651 

20.  [Soho  1809  July  17  *  Does  not  understand  the  action  of  Mr.  Lacy,  Tax  In- 

Square]  spector,  in  surcharging  his  tenant  at  a  higher  rent  than  B.  charges  him  ;  he 

has  let  his  land  at  what  he  calculates  is  its  real  value,  not  by  guess-work ; 
H.M.Govt.  cannot  wish  to  hold  up  as  examples  those  landlords  who  exact 
rents  higher  than  are  justifiable  regardless  of  the  condition  of  their  tenants  ; 
he  has  acquiesced  in  the  Commissioners’  valuation  of  his  own  land,  and 
has  received  his  share  of  Wildmore  Fen  at  their  rate ;  is  he  therefore  to 
receive  under  one  Act  at  a  low  rate  and  be  taxed  under  another  Act  at  a 
high  rate?  Brougham  2.  384-386 


PITT,  William.  See  p.  675 

4.  Soho  Square  [1790  — ]  *  A  set  of  numbers  which  should  have  been  sent  to  P.  by  the 

Court  of  Berlin  ought  to  induce  P.  to  see  B.’s  friend,  especially  as  the 
present  situation  should  be  known  to  the  English  Cabinet.  [This  and  the 
five  following  letters  appear  to  be  referred  to  in  a  Memorandum  ( P.R.O. , 
Chatham ,  in.  118)  as  follows:  “I  conceive  these  letters  to  refer  to  the 
same  subject  as  Mr.  Pitt’s  preceding  MS.  draft  of  Feb.  3rd  1790 — namely 
the  presence  in  London  of  an  accredited  Agent  from  the  Insurrectionary 
Congress  of  Belgium,  and  the  desire  of  that  Agent  to  explain  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  Mr.  Pitt.”]  P.R.O.  Chatham ,  in.  129-130 

5.  [Soho  1790  Mar.  23  *  States  the  excessive  anxiety  of  his  friend  on  account  of 

Square]  not  having  heard  from  P. ;  B.  vouches  for  his  character,  realizing  that  if  the 

set  of  numbers  has  not  arrived,  his  friend  is  without  credentials  ;  although 
P.  must  make  the  final  decision  whether  to  see  him,  B.’s  friend  would  like 
an  opportunity  to  state  the  business  that  has  brought  him  over  1200  miles ; 
B.  considers  that  P.  should  have  this  information  which  may  be  of  great 
importance  to  pending  negotiations.  P.R.O.  Chatham ,  in.  114-115 

6.  Soho  Square  1790  Mar.  28  *  Requests  a  second  hearing  for  his  friend  as  soon  as 

practicable  as  the  suspense  is  having  a  serious  effect  on  his  health ;  the 
notification  of  the  death  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  this  court  is  of  great 
importance ;  B.’s  friend  hopes  for  a  hearing  before  an  answer  is  sent  and 
demands  secrecy  in  return  for  his  confidence. 

P.R.O.  Chatham,  in.  112-113 

7.  Soho  Square  1790  Mar.  29  *  B.’s  friend  has  had  P.’s  letter  read  to  him ;  B.  will  see  that 

he  is  ready  on  time  ;  as  his  friend  suspects  that  he  is  being  watched,  B. 
suggests  meeting  P.  in  front  of  St.  Anne’s  Church,  Soho,  and  will  take  him 
through  a  back  door  to  his  house.  P.R.O.  Chatham ,  in.  116-117 

8.  [Soho  1790  June  28  *  B.’s  friend  now  needs  to  give  an  answer  to  his  employers 

Square]  so  that  they  may  arrange  their  affairs  accordingly ;  he  is  prepared  to  see  P. 

at  his  country  house  if  he  cannot  find  time  in  London  ;  if  P.  is  unavailable 
he  would  like  to  see  a  cabinet  minister  in  whom  P.  has  trust. 

P.R.O.  Chatham,  in.  1 21-122 

9.  Soho  Square  1790  June  28  *  Fearing  that  he  has  not  presented  his  case  with  sufficient 

precision,  B.’s  friend  has  put  his  arguments  on  paper  for  P.’s  perusal. 

P.R.O.  Chatliatn,  in.  1 19-120 

10.  Soho  Square  1793  June  16  *  Concludes  that  consent  to  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  as  a  reward  to  [Thomas]  Mudge  for  his  improvement  of  a  time¬ 
keeper  was  given  on  condition  that  the  allegations  in  Mudge’s  petition  had 


Pitt,  William,  continued 

been  proved,  and  that  if  they  were  disproved  by  the  testimony  of  credible 
persons,  P.  would  no  longer  be  bound  by  his  consent ;  as  President  of  R.S., 
B.  thinks  that  P.  ought  to  know  that  it  has  been  proved  to  the  Select  and 
Sub-Committees  that  “watches  made  by  other  artists  have  gone  much 
better  than  those  for  which  Mr.  Mudge  claims  a  preference”,  and  that 
the  time-keepers  of  other  makers  have  been  brought  into  more  general  use 
than  those  of  the  petitioner ;  B.  has  no  difficulty  in  asserting  that  Mudge 
has  failed  in  the  proof  of  every  one  of  the  allegations  in  his  petition,  and 
has  no  scruple  in  calling  upon  P.  to  take  in  the  House  the  part  of  Science 
against  the  misrepresentation  of  Mudge  and  the  zeal  of  his  friends  “to 
whom  the  advancement  of  useful  knowledge  is  avowedly  of  less  importance 
than  victory  in  the  present  contest”  ;  by  doing  this,  P.  may  save  the  Board 
of  Longitude  from  censure  and  the  House  from  a  decision  which  “cannot 
but  be  disgusting  to  the  understanding  of  their  constituents  and  may 
rescue  Science  from  the  discredit  she  must  fall  into  if  public  rewards 
are  given  to  those  who  have  the  greater  interest  in  preference  to  those 
[who]  have  the  most  merit.”  [In  the  handwriting  of  his  clerk  with  B.’s 
signature  and  autograph  note:  “in  order  to  save  you  the  trouble  of  de¬ 
cyphering  my  almost  illegible  handwriting.”]  P.R.O.  Chatham ,  hi.  123 


PRIESTLEY,  Joseph,  F.R.S.  See  p.  687 

10.  Leeds  1771  Dec.  10  Is  astonished  at  learning  from  B.  that  some  clergymen  on 

the  Board  of  Longitude  object  to  him  on  religious  grounds,  and  that  B. 
may  not  be  successful  in  securing  his  nomination  for  the  voyage  [in 
Resolution] ;  is  still  more  astonished  that  persons  “so  despicably  illiberal” 
should  sponsor  so  noble  an  enterprise  at  all.  Brougham  2.  383 


RICHARDSON,  Rev.  William.  See  p.  703 

3.  - —  [1804]  C>ct-  12  Thanks  B.  for  conveying  his  papers  to  Mr.  White;  asks 

B.  to  lend  his  drawing  of  Fairhead  so  that  Lord  Macartney  may  have  it 
copied  for  him ;  offers  a  copy  of  his  drawing  of  Portmoon ;  describes  the 
strata  at  these  places.  D.T.C.  15.  157-158 


SOUTH,  Thomas.  See  p.  775 

19.  [Soho  1 795]  Dec.  5  #  Has  received  the  plan  for  ventilating  cargoes  of  corn  by 

Square  means  of  air  forced  by  a  pump  through  a  tube  bored  with  holes  ;  he  sees  a 

possible  objection  to  the  scheme  if  all  the  corn  is  not  equally  permeable, 
in  which  case  the  air  would  escape  through  that  part  of  the  cargo  which 
was  more  permeable,  while  the  part  in  greatest  need  of  ventilation  might 
receive  no  air  at  all.  D.T.C.  9.  319-320 


THOMAS,  John.  See  p.  808 

3.  Bromley  1795  July  3  Regrets  he  was  unable  to  attend  B.’s  investiture  as  K.B.  as 

House  he  was  confirming  in  the  remoter  parts  of  his  diocese  and  did  not  receive 

the  summons  until  his  return.  D.T.C.  9.  227 
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THOMPSON,  Sir  Benjamin,  Count  von  Rumford,  F.R.S.  See  p.  809 
61.  London  1796  July  12  Informs  B.  that  he  has  purchased  £ 1000  3%  Consols  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  medal  fund  for  researches  in  Heat  and 
Light.  [Cf.  Thompson,  Sir  B.,  No.  30.]  R.S.  Misc.  MSS.  11.  54 

YOUNG,  Arthur,  F.R.S.  See  p.  888 

21.  Revesby  1801  Oct.  30  *  Adheres  to  his  opinion  expressed  many  years  ago  that 
Abbey  “shriveld  or  blighted  corn  will,  when  used  for  seed,  yield  as  good  a  crop 

as  plump  grain”  ;  this  has  been  proved  by  repeated  experiments ;  it  is  now 
30  years  since  he  advocated  the  introduction  of  Merino  sheep,  and  the 
practice  has  now  at  last  been  adopted ;  sowing  of  spring  wheat  and  of 
winter  barley  as  a  spring  crop  has  now  been  adopted  in  Lincolnshire. 

D.T.C.  12.  272-274 


The  Banks  Letters 
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Abbildung  aller  oekonomischen 
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Abbot,  Rev.  Charles,  5 
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Abel,  Clarke,  5,  18,  100,  423 
Abendroth,  Abraham  August,  359 
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Abercorn. 

Aberdeen,  Lord,  see  Gordon, 
George,  4th  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 
Abergavenny ,  281 
Abrege  d’Astronomie,  258 
Abyssinia,  botany  of,  177,  31 1, 
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Abyssinia,  Bruce’s  voyage  to, 
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Abyssinia,  Salt’s  expedition  to, 
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Academia  Imperialis  Naturae 
Curiosorum,  240 
Account  of  an  Embassy  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Ava,  802 
Account  of  the  Skeleton  of  the 
Mammoth.  .  .found  in  America, 
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Achard,  Franz  Karl,  181,  240, 
260,  369,  462,  568 
Acharius,  Erik,  5,  800 
Achilles,  367 
Achmet  Aga,  176 
A’court,  William,  5 
Acre,  782 

Acta  Petropolitana,  645 
Acta  Soc.  Phytogr.  Gorenki,  327 
Acta  Societatis  Navniensis,  713 
Active,  670 
Acton,  Sir  John,  388 
Adair,  Sir  Robert,  5,  359 
Adair,  Dr.,  394 
Adam,  Mr.,  371 
Adamantine  Spar,  315,  351 
Adamich,  A.  L.,  5,  430 
Adams,  Dudley,  5,  69,  70,  78 
Adams,  George,  218 
Adams,  John,  6 
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525,  526,  595,  597,  630,  647, 

657,  674,  735,  762,  821 

African  Association,  Proceedings 
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Ajautier,  T.,  12,  85 
Aken,  Frantz  Joachim  von,  690 
Akerblad,  John  David,  478 
Akin,  Mr.,  Master  of  the  In¬ 
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of  Ancaster  and  Kesteven. 
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America,  77 

Andteossy,  Antoine  Franpois, 
Comte,  88,  89,  90,  91,  92,  93, 
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Anguis  fragilis,  344 
Anguish,  Thomas,  62 
Anhalt,  Friedrich,  Graf  von,  20, 
826 

Anhalt  Dessau,  Prince  of,  810 
Animal  Chemistry,  Society  for 
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Baldwin,  Hon.  Loammi,  658 
Baldwin,  Robert,  746 
Balgonie,  Viscount,  see  Leslie- 
Melville,  Alexander,  Viscount 
Balgonie. 

Balloon  ascents,  15,  57,  58,  59, 
60,  63,  64,  65,  95,  156,  157, 
158,  160,  180,  2ix,  212,  245, 
275,  321,  343,  346,  431,  449, 
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Bank  of  Ireland,  140 
Bankes,  Richard  Langton,  29 
Bankes,  William,  731,  783 
Banknote  Commissioners,  100 
Banks,  Dorothea  (Lady),  29-30, 
54,  99,  103,  115,  116,  141,  191, 
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Banks,  Sir  Joseph — cont. 
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King,  373 

invited  to  become  member  of 
Royal  Society  of  Uppsala, 
832 

invited  to  be  Vice-President  of 
Lincolnshire  Agricultural 
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receives  Order  of  the  Bath, 
299, 323 
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Nature  and  Properties  of  Heat,  816 
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Navy  Office,  579 
Navy,  rope  for,  817,  867 
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Neill,  Patrick,  632 

948 


Neill,  Capt.,  24 
Nelthorpe,  Sir  John,  306 
Nelumbium,  500 

Nelson,  David,  450,  526,  632, 
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Nelson,  Lord,  seeNelson,  Horatio, 
Viscount  Nelson. 
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New  Holland,  39,  68,  96,  116, 
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483,  5i4 
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New  South  Wales,  colonization 
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New  York  Society,  768 
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New  Zealand  Spruce,  229 
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Henry  Fynes,  2nd  Duke  of 
Newcastle. 
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Nixon,  Eccles,  633 
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Northumberland,  Duke  of,  see 
Percy,  Hugh,  1st  Duke  of 
Northumberland. 
Northumberland,  628,  672,  866 
Northumberland,  U.S.A.,  688 
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Ocean,  174 
Ocken,  Olaf,  739 
O’Connor,  Abbe,  388 
Ode  sur  la  Mort  de  Dolomien,  153 
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O’Farrell,  Gen.,  256,  257 
O’Hara,  Charles,  594 
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Onslow,  George,  Viscount 
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Onslow,  Lord,  see  Onslow, 
George,  Viscount  Crawley  and 
Earl  of  Onslow. 
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Orange,  Prince  of,  14 
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Ord,  George,  602 
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Orford,  Earl  of,  see  Walpole, 
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Oriani,  Bamaba,  44,  641 
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Ormonde,  Lord,  see  Butler, 
Walter,  1 8th  Earl  of  Ormonde. 
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Ornithopm,  543 
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Orobus  sylvaticus,  763 
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Ossory 
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Oxford  University,  Professorship 
of  Rural  Economy,  28,  753,  762 
Oxford  University  School  of 
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Paget,  Henry  William,  Earl  of 
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Paine,  Capt.,  387 
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Palassau,  Abbe,  882 
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Palisot,  Ambroise  Marie  Francois 
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Palladium,  95,  96,  118,  214,  215 
Pallas,  Peter  Simon,  16,  19,  60, 
90,  91,  109,  113,  114,  119,  167, 
237,  3i7,  336,  377,  378,  401, 
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Pallas,  93,  892,  893 
Palliser,  Sir  Hugh,  220,  493,  546, 
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Palmer,  John,  195,  856 
Palmer,  Mr.,  862 
Palmerston,  Lady,  77 
Palmerston,  Lord,  see  Temple, 
Henry,  2nd  Viscount  Palmers¬ 
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Palmerston,  Viscount ,  seeTemple, 
Henry,  and  Henry  John,  2nd, 
and  3rd  Viscounts  Palmerston. 
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Palsson,  Bjarni,  646 
Panama,  217 
Panciatica,  312,  376 
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Paradise,  John,  59,  61,  646 
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Paris,  Bibliotheque  du  Roi,  160, 
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524,  681 

Paris,  Botanic  Garden  at,  104 
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Paris,  Royal  Society  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  see  Societe  Royale 
d ’Agriculture. 
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Parker,  George,  4th  Earl  of 
Macclesfield,  904 
Parker,  Sir  George,  788 
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654-656,  857 

Patrin,  Eugene  Melchior  Louis, 
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Patrini,  see  Patrin,  Eugene  Mel¬ 
chior  Louis. 

Patten,  H.  M.,  656 
Pattenden,  J.,  656 
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Paulsen,  Biarne,  418 
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646,  660-664,  7°2,  820,  840, 
868,  897 
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Percy,  Hugh,  1st  Duke  of 
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2nd  Duke  of  Northumberland. 
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